19 February 2013

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

Questions Nos. 1 to 23, inclusive, answered orally.
Questions Nos. 24 to 100, inclusive, resubmitted.
Questions Nos. 101 to 107, inclusive, answered orally.
The Gathering Initiatives
108. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
targets for the Gathering 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8555/13]
19/02/2013WRA00700

140. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide an update on the Gathering 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8540/13]
19/02/2013WRA00800

174. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide an update on the Gathering 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8397/13]
19/02/2013WRA00900

780. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide an update on the Gathering 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8525/13]
19/02/2013WRA01000

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 108, 140, 174 and 780 together.
19/02/2013WRA01100

I am pleased to report good progress on the Gathering Ireland 2013 - Ireland’s biggest ever
tourism initiative. The overall target is to attract at least 325,000 extra overseas visits to Ireland
in 2013. Assuming this target is achieved, it will generate an additional €170 million in revenue for the Irish economy this year, based on historic spending patterns. The 2013 Estimates
allocations to Failte Ireland include a special provision of €7 million which was specifically
provided for The Gathering. This amount is to be used exclusively to fund the promotion, development and legacy of the event.
The general response from the public and tourism stakeholders has been overwhelmingly
positive. There are now over 3,000 individual gatherings confirmed on the Gathering website.
These include clan gatherings, festivals, special sporting events and concerts taking place all
across the country throughout the year. Along with well-established events and festivals, we are
also supporting a specially targeted set of events for the Gathering, such as the very successful
New Year’s Eve Event in Dublin which marked the start of the festivities.
147

Questions - Written Answers

Obviously the ambitious targets for overseas visits and associated revenue can only be
achieved if people in our main source tourism markets are aware of the initiative. Tourism Ireland continues to mount a major consumer campaign to promote The Gathering to the people
across the world that feel linked by family, friends or otherwise with Ireland. The agency is
undertaking cooperative activity with the major airlines and ferry operators to highlight the
value fares that are on offer. Print, online and TV advertising is also being used to promote the
initiative while the upcoming programme of overseas Ministerial visits during the St. Patrick’s
Day period will again be used to highlight this special year for Irish tourism.
While progress to date has been encouraging, I believe that all tourism stakeholders must
continue to work hard to ensure that our targets are achieved.  I have said previously that the
benefits of participation in the event will also have longer term positive consequences in terms
of additional annual events as well as the strengthened connections being estabished as a result
of the initiative.
Driving Licence Issues
109. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number
of agent network locations that he is seeking to establish nationwide through SGS Ireland; the
locations that have been agreed; if all agencies will be established by September 2013; if there
will be any job creation in local areas from this distribution; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8326/13]
19/02/2013WRA01200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In May 2011, the
Government decided to centralise the driver licence service under the Road Safety Authority
(RSA). With the commencement of the relevant sections of the Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012, the RSA became the driver licensing authority for
Ireland with effect from 12th January 2013.
19/02/2013WRA01300

The RSA proposes to operate the service through three separate contracts related to licence
card production, back-office processing services and front-office customer interface. The Authority will also operate a specialist unit from its headquarters in Ballina. Responsibility for
procuring the service of the three contracted bodies rests with the RSA and I have referred the
Deputy’s question to the Authority for reply to the specific aspects raised.
However, in relation to the agent network service, I understand from the RSA that this will
be in place by the end of September this year. Until then, licence applications will continue to be
made at the Motor Tax Office and I want to thank those local authority employees in the Motor
Tax Offices who are facilitating this changeover.
The locations of the offices have not yet been identified however I am informed that the 35
centre locations will provide service to 98% of the population within a 50km radius.  There will
be a minimum of one location per county and the new network of offices will be open Monday
through Saturday and during lunchtime, a major improvement for drivers, especially those in
employment. In addition, they will have longer opening hours to facilitate customers who may
not be able to apply for their licence during normal working hours. When the location of these
centres is finalised, their locations will be announced though a public information campaign.
Harbour Authorities Expenditure
19/02/2013WRA01400

110. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if,
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further to Parliamentary Question No. 890 of 5 February 2013, the matter of the overpayment
to a board member at the Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company is the subject of legal action, this
means that the board member in question has refused to repay the moneys owing; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8569/13]
147. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, further
to Parliamentary Question No. 890 of 5 February 2013, the matter of the overpayment to a
board member at the Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company is the subject of legal action, this means
that the board member in question has refused to repay the moneys owing; and if he will make
a statement on the matter.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8647/13]
19/02/2013WRA01500

155. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, further to Parliamentary Question No. 890 of 5 February 2013, the matter of the overpayment to a
board member at the Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company is the subject of legal action, this means
that the board member in question has refused to repay the moneys owing; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8575/13]
19/02/2013WRA01600

162. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 890 of 5 February 2013, the matter of the overpayment to a board
member at the Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company is the subject of legal action, this means that
the board member in question has refused to repay the moneys owing; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8573/13]
19/02/2013WRA01700

177. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 890 of 5 February 2013, the matter of the overpayment to a board
member at the Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company is the subject of legal action, this means that
the board member in question has refused to repay the moneys owing; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8571/13]
19/02/2013WRA01800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 110, 147, 155, 162 and 177 together.
19/02/2013WRA01900

These questions relate to a payment to a board member at Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company.
As I stated previously on 5 February, the payment of expenses to directors is a matter for the
Company in accordance with the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. I understand that the matter is subject to legal proceedings by the Company and in such circumstances
I am not in a position to comment further at the moment.
Tourism Promotion
111. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide details of Greening events on St Patrick’s Day to promote Irish tourism; if particular
efforts will be made to separate the celebration of St Patrick’s Day events which receive State
support from the promotion of alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8375/13]
19/02/2013WRA02000

126. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide an update on the buildings/structures that are due to take part in the Greening
initiative in the various different cities around the world as well as those in this country owned
by the State as part of the St. Patrick’s Day programme for 2013; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8245/13]
19/02/2013WRA02100
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159. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
level of consultation that has taken place with the Office of Public Works in relation to broadening the Greening initiative for the St. Patrick’s Day programme for this year to other public
buildings, including State and Government buildings such as Dáil Éireann and the Department
of an Taoiseach; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8373/13]
19/02/2013WRA02200

773. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide details of Greening events (details supplied) on St Patrick’s day to promote Irish
tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8400/13]
19/02/2013WRA02300

781. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide details of Greening events on St. Patrick’s Day to promote tourism here; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8618/13]
19/02/2013WRA02400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 111, 126, 159, 773 and 781 together.
19/02/2013WRA02500

These questions relate to the St Patrick’s Day “Global Greening” initiative.
Tourism Ireland recently publicised details of their 2013 “Global Greening” initiative.  The
initiative helps to create a supportive backdrop against which Tourism Ireland can run its targeted marketing programmes. Among the landmarks going green this year are the Pyramids of
Giza, the Christ the Redeemer Statue in Rio de Janeiro, the Sydney Opera House and the Leaning Tower of Pisa.  I also understand that the St. Patrick’s Festival Company will again organise
a greening programme for some landmark venues in Dublin, such as Trinity College, Bank of
Ireland on College Green, and Christchurch Cathedral.
Given that 2013 is the year of The Gathering, I am, in conjunction with Minister of State
Brian Hayes,encouraging a wider programme of “greening” of public buildings at home. This
will help to publicise the Gathering and enhance the visitor experience for those visiting the
country during the period around the St. Patrick’s Day weekend. I have also invited my Ministerial colleagues, the local authorities, bus and rail companies and airports to green prominent
buildings in their care and the Gathering Team are disseminating the concept through their
network across the country. A number of high profile buildings have been confirmed already
and, together with Minister of State Hayes, I hope to make an announcement on the subject over
the coming weeks.
In relation to alcohol sponsorship, I understand that the St. Patrick’s Festival Company,
which organises the national parade and related events in Dublin, has a policy of not seeking
sponsorship from the alcohol sector.
Sale of State Assets
112. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the strategic value he puts on the State’s holding in Aer Lingus; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8535/13]
19/02/2013WRA02600

117. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his intentions with regard to the Government stake in Aer Lingus; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8561/13]
19/02/2013WRA02700

181. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views
on the implications of a takeover of Aer Lingus by Ryanair; and if he will make a statement on
19/02/2013WRA02800
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the matter. [8396/13]
182. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views on the implications of a takeover of Aer Lingus by Ryanair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8462/13]
19/02/2013WRA02900

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 112, 117, 181 and 182 together.
19/02/2013WRA03000

These questions relate to the State Shareholding in Aer Lingus, and the Ryanair’s Offer for
Aer Lingus.
In relation to the issue of strategic value of the Aer Lingus stake, I refer the Deputies to
my earlier response to the priority question. In relation to the Ryanair Offer for that stake, it is
the Government’s strongly held view that a takeover of Aer Lingus by Ryanair would have a
significant detrimental effect on competition, connectivity and employment in the Irish market.
Promoting competition among airlines serving the Irish market is at the heart of the Government’s aviation strategy and the continued presence of at least two strong competing airlines
serving Ireland’s air transport needs is regarded as important. At the moment, we are fortunate
to have two very strong and profitable airlines operating in Ireland and the competitive dynamic
between the two companies has brought significant benefits for Irish consumers. The Government wants to see continued competition in the market.
Following detailed consideration of the most recent offer by Ryanair for Aer Lingus the
Government announced in December 2012 that it was not prepared to support the Offer because
of the significant negative impact the offer would have on Ireland’s air transport market. The
European Commission is conducting a detailed examination of the Offer under the EU Merger
Control Rules and it has consulted a wide range of stakeholders, including my Department, on
the remedies packages put forward by Ryanair to address the competition concerns identified
by the Commission. Many of the details of these remedies are already in the public domain but
it is not open to me to discuss them.
The deadline for the European Commission’s decision in this case is March 6th.  Notwithstanding recent media reports of the outcome of the Commission’s investigation the Government awaits the Commission’s formal decision which we expect in the coming weeks.
Alcohol Advertising
113. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views on the implications of a ban on alcohol sponsorship for sporting events and teams at both
a micro and macro level; his views on whether such a ban on local sponsors will have a negative
impact on local teams and organisations in small communities; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8498/13]
19/02/2013WRA03100

129. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views on the implications of a ban on alcohol sponsorship for sporting events and teams at both
a micro and macro level; his views on whether such a ban on local sponsors will have a negative
impact on local teams and organisations in small communities; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8586/13]
19/02/2013WRA03200

156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views that a ban on sponsorship by alcohol companies would be detrimental to sport in this
19/02/2013WRA03300
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country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8550/13]
176. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his position on sports sponsorship by alcohol companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8536/13]
19/02/2013WRA03400

792. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the extent
to which he considers that a ban on alcohol sponsorship of sporting events here would impact
on advertising income arising from international events for Irish sports organisations; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8728/13]
19/02/2013WRA03500

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 113, 129, 156, 176 and 792 together.
19/02/2013WRA03600

These questions relate to the sponsorship of sport by the alcohol industry.
I fully support the central aim of the National Substance Misuse Strategy in reducing the
level of alcohol consumption and binge drinking. I am very supportive of a number of the
measures proposed including minimum pricing, health warning labels and statutory advertising
codes. However, I am concerned that placing constraints on sporting organisations by eliminating the alcohol industry as a source of sponsorship will have negative impacts on the development and availability of sport and consequently on our efforts to maintain and increase sporting
participation at local level.
There are huge and obvious economic, social and health benefits accruing from sport. It
is very important that funding is available to sports organisations to ensure that sport is maintained at grassroots level so that as many people as possible can participate.
In view of the current economic constraints, Government investment in sport has had to be
reduced in recent years. The imposition of a ban on sponsorship would further undermine the
efforts of sporting organisations to be self-sufficient.
It is estimated that sport sponsorship by the alcohol industry amounts to around €30m per
year. To place this in context, the Irish Sports Council’s budget is just over €40m. Difficulties
currently being experienced by some of our high profile teams and events in securing sponsorship suggest that the funding lost might not readily be replaced by alternative sources. Sports
organisations may well be placed in a position where they have to curtail their development
programmes, which are pivotal to promoting participation at all levels.
I believe that any measures introduced should be evidence based, effective and proportionate. Furthermore, any decision in this area should have regard to the potential downsides that
may occur.
There is no evidence to show that a ban on sponsorship would be effective in terms of reducing alcohol consumption amongst youths. Indeed, given the ‘Loi Evin’, it is worth noting the
comparisons between Ireland and France in the 2011 ESPAD Report on Substance Use Among
Students in European Countries, which was published last June. This report monitors substance
use among 15–16-year-old European students in order to monitor trends within, as well as between, countries. Since 1999, the proportion of these young people reporting having had five or
more drinks on one occasion during the past 30 days in Ireland has decreased by 17% to 40%.
In comparison this has increased by 11% in France to 44%.
It should be remembered that Britain, having recognised the failure of the ‘Loi Evin’ in
France to reduce alcohol consumption by young people, decided not to ban alcohol sponsorship
of sport for evidence based reasons. We should not implement policies merely for the ‘optics’
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but we should only do so after an evidence based cost benefit analysis.
Furthermore, it must be recognised that many of the major sporting events in which Irish
teams compete are international events and are directly or indirectly broadcast into the State by
foreign broadcasters. Were Ireland to ban alcohol sponsorship, the only effect would be to exclude the Irish sporting organisations from sponsorship money while the advertising occurred
anyway.
There are also a number of practical difficulties at a local level which must be considered,
for example will pubs and hotels be allowed to sponsor teams? How will the difficulties with
sports which operate on an all- Ireland level be addressed?
Instead of imposing a ban on alcohol sponsorship, my preference is for the introduction of a
voluntary system, such as currently exists in Australia, where the Department of Health would
compensate sporting organisations who voluntarily give up such sponsorship and moving to the
introduction of a ban only when it is shown that the money lost can be replaced through alternative sponsors.
Certainly, I do not think that the Government should impose such a law without fully compensating sports organisations for the revenue lost in the same way as we compensated political
parties when corporate and private donations were restricted.
Airport Development Projects

19/02/2013WRB00150

114. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position
regarding the Shannon Aviation Services Centre Bill; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8496/13]
19/02/2013WRB00200

119. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide an update on the Shannon Aviation Services Centre Bill; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8463/13]
19/02/2013WRB00300

145. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will provide an update on the development of the new Shannon Airport Authority; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8601/13]
19/02/2013WRB00400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 114, 119 and 145 together.
19/02/2013WRB00500

As Deputies will be aware, Shannon Airport was separated from the Dublin Airport Authority on 31 December last and the assets and business of the airport were transferred from the
DAA to the Shannon Airport Authority.
My Department is working in conjunction with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on the Heads of the new Bill to provide for the merger of the airport with a restructured
Shannon Development in a new, commercial, State-owned entity and this legislation will be
advanced during the first half of this year. When the Heads of the Bill are ready, they will be
referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport for their consideration prior to drafting.
Last month I appointed Rose Hynes as Chairman of the SAA. On 23 January last, prior to
her appointment, Ms Hynes appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport and
Communications and outlined some of the challenges and opportunities facing the company. In
that context I might add that I expect her to take on the role of Chairman designate for the New
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Co which is in the process of being established.
A process to recruit a Chief Executive for the Shannon Airport Authority and the new Shannon entity is currently underway and I intend making further appointments to the board of the
SAA shortly.
As Ms Hynes has already pointed out, the serious downward trajectory in passenger numbers at Shannon over the past five years must be halted as a priority, and then reversed. While it
is clearly early days, a number of airlines have announced plans for new or expanded services
which augers well for the newly independent airport. To date, none of these have been displaced
from other airports which is encouraging.
In the meantime both I and my colleague, Minister Bruton, have written to the Chairmen
of the SAA and Shannon Development requesting that they and their management teams work
closely together over the coming months to ensure an orderly transition to the establishment of
the new Shannon entity. In this regard also, Minister Bruton appointed Ms Hynes to the board of
Shannon Development last week and some further common appointments will be made to the
boards of the SAA and Shannon Development to maximise synergies between the two ahead
of the merger.

19/02/2013WRB00550

Harbour Authorities Expenditure

115. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to
Parliamentary Question No. 888 of 5 February 2013, and his commitment of taking up the issue of €20,000 payment of a car allowance to the CEO of Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company, if
he will now agree to take up this issue with the acting chairperson instead as it is unclear when
a new chairperson will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8572/13]
19/02/2013WRB00600

118. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to
Parliamentary Question No. 888 of 5 February 2013, and his commitment to taking up the issue of €20,000 payment of a car allowance to the CEO of Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company, if
he will now agree to take up the issue with the acting chairperson instead as it is unclear when
a new chairperson will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8570/13]
19/02/2013WRB00700

124. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
further to Parliamentary Question No. 888 of 5 February 2013, and his commitment of taking
up the issue of €20,000 payment of a car allowance to the CEO of Dun Laoghaire Harbour
Company, if he will now agree to take up this issue with the acting chairperson instead as it is
unclear when a new chairperson will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8568/13]
19/02/2013WRB00800

143. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to
Parliamentary Question No. 888 of 5 February 2013, and his commitment of taking up the issue of €20,000 payment of a car allowance to the CEO of Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company, if
he will now agree to take up this issue with the acting chairperson instead as it is unclear when
a new chairperson will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8646/13]
19/02/2013WRB00900

160. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further
to Parliamentary Question No. 888 of 5 February 2013, and his commitment of taking up the
issue of €20,000 payment of a car allowance to the CEO of Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company,
if he will now agree to take up this issue with the acting chairperson instead as it is unclear when
a new chairperson will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8574/13]
19/02/2013WRB01000
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Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 115, 118, 124, 143 and 160 together.
19/02/2013WRB01100

I informed the Deputy in response to Questions on 5 February 2013 that my Department would forward the questions to the Company for an explanation of their accounting practices for the Deputy’s information. This issued to the Company on 13 February last and if the
Deputy does not receive an answer within ten working days from that date he should contact
my private office.
At present I am actively recruiting a Chairperson, and I hope to be in a position to do so
shortly. I have undertaken previously that I would ask the new Chairperson to review certain
matters relating to the CEO remuneration raised by the Deputy.  The Chairperson designate will
as usual appear before the Joint Committee before being appointed.
When appointed I would like to see the new Chairperson and Board deal with these issues
quickly in order that the company can focus on the immediate and long term future direction
and success of the harbour company.
Rail Services

19/02/2013WRB01150

116. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he
expects CIE to return to financial health; if he expects to provide any additional subvention in
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8552/13]
19/02/2013WRB01200

141. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide a progress report on CIE’s attempts to rectify its financial situation; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8538/13]
19/02/2013WRB01300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 116 and 141 together.
19/02/2013WRB01400

Along with Minister Varadkar, I meet regularly with the Chairpersons of CIÉ and its subsidiaries in relation to the current and future financial situation of the group. My Department, supported by NewEra, have also engaged extensively with CIÉ on its financial and business planning.
In addition to the supplementary PSO funding of €36 million allocated by Government in
2012, further financing was required in 2012 in order to fund the voluntary severance schemes,
particularly in Irish Rail, and to ensure adequate funding into 2013. Progress was made at the
end of 2012 on the sale of non-core assets, in particular the sale of Spencer Dock properties.
The resolution of CIE’s financial position will involve increased borrowing facilities for noncapital purposes. Discussions are continuing to secure additional banking facilities to ensure
adequate funding into 2013.
Any such funding will rely upon the delivery and implementation of a convincing business
plan. CIE has undertaken an aggressive business planning process with the aim of returning to
a break-even position and achieving a sustainable debt position in subsequent years. While the
Group is expected to make a loss this year, it aims to achieve breakeven by mid-2014. Given the
pressure on the public finances, there is no possibility of additional funding by the Exchequer
in 2013. The implementation of a credible business plan will therefore be essential to CIE’s
financial recovery in the period ahead.
Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 112.
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Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 115.
Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 114.
Tourism Industry Issues

19/02/2013WRB01750

120. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and
Sport in view of the fact that the last tourism policy document, New Horizons, was published
ten years ago, if he will develop a new policy; if so, if he will provide details of the way he
intends to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8377/13]
19/02/2013WRB01800

142. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view
of the fact that it is ten years since the publication of the last tourism policy document, New
Horizons, if he will develop a new policy; if so, if he will provide details of the way he intends
to do so; if in his new policy he will treat Cork as a separate and distinct region in view of its
size as Ireland’s largest county and that it is home to one ninth of the total number of people
living in the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8376/13]
19/02/2013WRB01900

146. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view of
the fact that it is ten years since the publication of the last tourism policy document, New Horizons, if he will develop a new policy; if so, if he will provide details of the way he intends to
do so; if he will refer specifically to new policy objectives for the British market; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8383/13]
19/02/2013WRB02000

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 120, 142 and 146 together.
19/02/2013WRB02100

These questions relate to the development of a new tourism policy.
I am conscious that it is a decade since the publication of the “New Horizons” tourism
strategy and over three years since the last review of strategy by the Tourism Renewal Group.
Therefore, I confirmed my intention to begin work on a tourism policy review when I published
my Departmental Priorities for 2013.
I have asked my officials to examine various approaches to such a review, including the
implications for timing and resources required. At this early stage, no final decisions have been
made regarding how such a review will be carried out and its final format, and I am interested in
any thoughts the Deputies may have on this. However, I am considering a multistage process,
in which I would first outline my overall approach in a draft statement later this year, followed
by a consultation process, before finalising the policy. I believe that the Oireachtas Joint Committee that covers tourism could have an important role in the consultation process. Once this
policy has been set, it would provide a robust foundation for a broader tourism strategy and
action plan reflecting these policy priorities and the views of key stakeholders and consumers. The Government’s priorities for tourism were outlined in the Programme for Government
2011. In the context of the challenges facing both the sector and the wider economy, rather than
pursue separate strategies for the tourism sector, the Government integrated tourism into the
broader economic strategic framework. This overall s approach, complemented by the work of
the tourism agencies, has worked well to date.
Key Programme for Government commitments were reflected in the Government’s subsequent Jobs Initiative, with immediate priority actions set out in the annual Action Plans for Jobs.
The Government has already delivered on several measures to reduce costs for tourists and for
tourism businesses, therefore enhancing Ireland’s competitiveness, and last week’s Finance Bill
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provides a further stimulus for the tourism sector.
It is too early to comment on any specific treatment, in the policy review, of particular markets such as Great Britain or of specific destinations such as Cork. In addition, it is important to
distinguish what are essentially operational matters, such as the approach to the development of
specific destinations or markets, from the higher-level policy priorities. Since specific marketing strategies for Britain are an operational matter for Tourism Ireland Limited, I have referred
this aspect of Deputy McHugh’s question to Tourism Ireland for additional material.  Since the
development of individual regions is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have referred
this aspect of Deputy Buttimer’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply. In each case, please
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
Tourism Promotion

19/02/2013WRB02150

121. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
plans to tackle the decline in visitor numbers to here from the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8461/13]
19/02/2013WRB02200

164. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
action he will take to reverse the decline in visitor numbers from Britain; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8545/13]
19/02/2013WRB02300

188. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he expects visitors from Britian to return in greater numbers in 2013; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8562/13]
19/02/2013WRB02400

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 121, 164 and 188 together.
19/02/2013WRB02500

They relate to visitor numbers from the UK.
According to the recently published CSO figures, there were just over 6.5 million overseas
visits to Ireland last year representing an increase of 0.2% on 2011 levels. While the number
of visits from the higher spending Mainland Europe, North America and long haul Markets all
registered growth, the number of overseas visits from Britain were down by 3.6%. While the
rate of decline in visit numbers from Britain continued to slow towards the end of 2012, it is
clear that the slow pace of economic recovery there and weak consumer confidence continues
to impact on our visit numbers.
In terms of arresting this decline, I welcomed the report of the Tourism Recovery Taskforce
(TRT), entitled “GB Path to Growth”, and its recommendations for restoring growth in visitors
from Britain which has been reflected in the 2013 plans of the tourism agencies. A copy of the
“GB Path to Growth” strategy can be downloaded from the websites of both Tourism Ireland
and Fáilte Ireland. As part of the strategy, Tourism Ireland is refining its approach to targeting
potential visitors that are receptive to the type of experience that Ireland can offer, and is conducting an extensive promotional programme this year in Britain to help ensure that we return
to growth in visit numbers.
Of course, the major focus of Tourism Ireland’s promotions in Britain and other markets
this year is on “The Gathering Ireland 2013”. An estimated 6 million people throughout Britain
claim Irish descent or affiliations to Ireland and these are being targeted through TV, print and
online advertising as well as cooperative marketing activities with air and ferry operators featuring the good value fares that are on offer.
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Homeless Persons Supports

19/02/2013WRB02550

122. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Sport
if he will give an undertaking that the Irish Homeless World Cup soccer team will receive funding for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8610/13]
19/02/2013WRB02600

175. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans
to ensure that the Big Issue street leagues receive adequate funding to ensure their survival; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8609/13]
19/02/2013WRB02700

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122 and 175 together.
19/02/2013WRB02800

The street leagues do very valuable work with the homeless, drug and alcohol dependant individuals in rehabilitation, ex-offenders, people who are long-term unemployed with identified
learning disabilities, refugees and asylum seekers. Programmes such as the street leagues can
have a very positive impact for participants and can assist in leading to positive life changes.
The street leagues present a wonderful opportunity for participants to become involved in sport
and the possibility of representing Ireland at the Homeless World Cup. I firmly believe that
sport can play a very important role in Irish society and the homeless leagues are a very good
example of this.
The Irish Sports Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with
responsibility for the allocation of current expenditure funding for sports organisations. The
Council channels funding through the National Governing Bodies of Sport. In the case of soccer, funding is provided to the FAI.
I am informed by the Irish Sports Council that the homeless street leagues are affiliated to
the FAI and that the FAI has been providing financial and other support for the leagues through
its Football for All programme since 2006. The street leagues have been an important programme for the FAI in light of the good work they do on social inclusion in a number of cities and towns around Ireland.
I am also informed that the FAI has confirmed that it will provide funding to the Street
Leagues again in 2013 but that final figures are not yet agreed.
Aviation Industry Regulations

19/02/2013WRB02850

123. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
if he has met with representatives of the Irish Airline Pilots’ Association regarding their concerns for flight time regulations being proposed by the European Aviation Safety Agency; and
if so, the work he is doing on the issue of promoting evidence based regulations which ensure
the best safety standards for pilots and passengers. [8580/13]
19/02/2013WRB02900

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In conjunction
with representatives from the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) my officials have met with members of the Irish Airline Pilots’ Association (IALPA) regarding the the draft Opinion published
by the European Aviation Safety Agency proposing new Flight Time Limitations (FTL) rules on
a number of occasions over the past number of months. I would like to point out that the IAA
is designated under national law as the competent authority in the State for the purposes of the
EU European Aviation Safety Agency Regulations.
19/02/2013WRB03000

The proposed FTL rules have been prepared by the European Aviation Safety Agency over
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a period of 3 years with unprecedented scientific input and public consultation. More than 50
scientific studies were analysed and a huge number of stakeholder groups including flight and
cabin crew organisations, airlines, and Member State representatives were consulted by the
Agency during the drafting process. Clearly IALPA had the opportunity during this 3 year
consultation period to input their views.The proposed rules contain more than 30 safety improvements compared to current requirements. While there are elements of the proposed rules
that have not been universally well received, the general view among Member States is that the
proposal, when viewed as a complete package, represents an improvement on the existing European rules in this area. The IAA, who represent Ireland’s interests in the relevant EU experts
committee, also share this view and have explained their position on this issue to IALPA and
also to the Joint Committee on Transport and Communications.
Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 115.
Road Projects Contracts

19/02/2013WRB03150

125. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if those
who were served with notice to treat prior to the announcement of budget 2012 are still eligible to receive the €5,000 per acre goodwill gesture which was available when negotiations
commenced; the number of landowners affected by the Enniscorthy bypass, County Wexford,
currently in negotiation over compensation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8371/13]
19/02/2013WRB03200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This Question is
about the goodwill payment of €5,000 per acre which was part of an Agreement concluded with
the IFA relating to land acquisition. As the implementation of individual road schemes and the
arrangements in relation to individual landowners is a matter for the NRA and the local authority concerned, I have referred the question to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private
office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
19/02/2013WRB03300

Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 111.
Public Procurement Contracts Expenditure

19/02/2013WRB03450

127. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will report on the monies paid to date to public private partnerships and toll operators on the Limerick
Tunnel and M3 Motorway due to an underestimate of traffic flow; and the expected payments
during the next five years. [8381/13]
19/02/2013WRB03500

150. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
the State paid in subsidies to toll operators due to low traffic numbers in 2012; the projected cost
of these subsidies for 2013; and the work he has done to renegotiate these subsidies. [8579/13]
19/02/2013WRB03600

172. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
report on the moneys already paid for the acquisition of the West Link Toll Bridge by the State
and monies due to be paid annually to 2020. [8380/13]
19/02/2013WRB03700

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 127, 150 and 172 together.
19/02/2013WRB03800

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and
funding in relation to the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation
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of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. In addition, the statutory
power to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements
with private investors in respect of national roads is vested in the NRA under Part V of the
Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads Act
2007). Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct
reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
Rail Network

19/02/2013WRB03850

128. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
way he hopes to ensure a viable rail network; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8563/13]
19/02/2013WRB03900

153. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his assessment of Iarnrod Éireann’s prospects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8549/13]
19/02/2013WRB04000

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 128 and 153 together.
19/02/2013WRB04100

I refer the Deputies to my reply to Priority Question No. 4 which I answered earlier.
Question No. 129 answered with Question No. 113.
Tourism Promotion

19/02/2013WRB04250

130. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has plans
to intensify the use of the railways in promoting tourism such as rail tours which are an exemplary way of attracting tourists and visitors Dublin to the regions outside of Dublin. [8378/13]
19/02/2013WRB04300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): The issue raised is a matter for Iarnród Éireann, in conjunction with Tourism Ireland and
Fáilte Ireland.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to them for direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you do not receive replies within ten working days.
19/02/2013WRB04400

Public Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRB04450

131. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason
public bus and rail services do not operate in conjunction with the scheduled timetables of passenger ferries at Rosslare Harbour Europort, County Wexford, resulting in substantial delays for
tourists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8372/13]
19/02/2013WRB04500

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): The scheduling and timetabling of public transport services is an operational matter for
Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport Authority and I
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the companies and the NTA for direct reply. Please
advise my private office if you do not receive replies within ten working days.
19/02/2013WRB04600

Question No. 132 answered with Question No. 106.
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Road Traffic Accidents Data

19/02/2013WRB04750

133. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
if he will provide a county by county breakdown of road fatalities in 2012; if he will provide
comparable figures for each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8374/13]
19/02/2013WRB04800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road
Safety Authority has responsibility for the compilation of road fatality statistics. Noting this I
have referred the Deputy’s question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
19/02/2013WRB04900

Road Network

19/02/2013WRB04950

134. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the situation
with regard to the provision of service stations on the M6 between Athlone and Moate, County
Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8532/13]
19/02/2013WRB05000

178. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is
intended to provide a motorway service area on the M6 between Athlone and Moate, County
Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8533/13]
19/02/2013WRB05100

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 134 and 178 together.
19/02/2013WRB05200

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and
funding in relation to the national roads programme. Responsibility for the provision and maintenance of national roads is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
The NRA have very specific responsibility under section 54 of the above Act for the provision of motorway service areas. Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply
within 10 working days.
Road Safety Strategy

19/02/2013WRB05250

135. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the
new Road Safety Strategy will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8542/13]
19/02/2013WRB05300

166. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans
for a new Road Safety Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8558/13]
19/02/2013WRB05400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 135 and 166 together.
19/02/2013WRB05500

The Road Safety Authority is currently in the process of finalising the next Road Safety
Strategy, which will cover an 8 year period from 2013 to 2020.  The aim of the Strategy, like
all previous, will be to save lives and prevent injuries by reducing the number and severity of
collisions on our roads.
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Subject to Government approval, I hope to be in a position to publish the Strategy in the
coming weeks with a view to formally launching it at a road safety conference to be held during
Ireland’s Presidency of the EU at the end of March 2013.
Marine Safety

19/02/2013WRB05550

136. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his efforts to improve safety at sea; the consultations he has had with the Department of Agriculture,
Food and Marine in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8395/13]
19/02/2013WRB05600

151. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his efforts
to improve safety at sea; the consultations that he has had with the Department of Agriculture
and Marine in this area; the consultations he has had with his Ministerial counterparts in Stormont and at Westminster; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8382/13]
19/02/2013WRB05700

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 136 and 151 together.
19/02/2013WRB05800

I am committed to the ongoing planning and delivery of an integrated package of maritime
safety measures that will enhance safety and promote a culture of high safety standards within
all sectors of the maritime community. Our Safety at Sea agenda is constantly being developed
in line with developments across the maritime sector in terms of internationally recognised
safety Conventions, safety standards, Codes of Practice, and the promotion of a culture of
safety among those who go to sea for leisure or to earn their living. The importance of ensuring
the provision of search and rescue response capability is also vital.
Most recently, I have been working with my colleague Simon Coveney TD Minister for Agriculture and the Marine on the development of measures aimed at improving safety at sea for
the fishing industry. Our Departments are working together with the relevant Agencies to bring
forward proposals for an Enhanced Safety Equipment and Training Scheme for Fishermen. Options on grant-aid of safety equipment, such as Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacons,
Personal Locator Beacons, are being assessed. Stronger enforcement of safety regulations and
more comprehensive safety training requirements in this scheme will deliver a significant positive change in relation to safety in the fishing sector.
However maritime safety concerns are not just confined to the fishing industry. My Department seeks to promote safety on an on-going basis right across the maritime sector. There is
a lot of good work going on in this area across Government and also from non-governmental
organisations. As part of my consideration on how to enhance Ireland’s maritime safety services
in general, I am reviewing the need for a Governmental strategy on maritime safety and how
such a strategy could be progressed in an integrated way for the sector.
In such a strategy, consideration has to be given to the crucial role of regulation, particularly
in relation to vessel inspection and certification, the certification and training of seafarers and
the implications of national and international safety standards as they develop over time. These
issues have just as critical a role to play in the prevention of accidents and the saving of lives at
sea as do campaigns on lifesaving equipment and training.
On the issue of working with my Ministerial counterparts in Stormont and Westminster,
there is of course co-operation on maritime safety matters between Ministers as such matters
arise in North /South and Ireland /UK Ministerial contexts.
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Sports Capital Programme Applications

137. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
reason funding applications by Dublin City Council under the sports capital programme were
rejected for Brickfield Park; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8608/13]
19/02/2013WRC00200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The application
referred to by the Deputy was made under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme. When the 2012
Programme was advertised my Department issued a detailed guide to filling out the application
form which set out the Department’s minimum requirements. This application did not meet
these requirements and was deemed invalid and could not be considered for funding.
19/02/2013WRC00300

The application was invalid for 3 reasons. Firstly, the applicant did not provide the Department with evidence of title to the property where the project was proposed.  Secondly, an acceptable quotation was not provided. Finally, the application form did not include an original
signature as required.
A letter setting out the reasons why the application was deemed invalid has been sent to
the applicant.   If the applicant requires further information or clarification they should contact
the Sports Capital Programme Unit of my Department in Killarney.
The 2012 Sports Capital Programme is now closed and all the monies under this round have
been allocated.
Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

19/02/2013WRC00350

138. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport following on
from the Sports Capital programme for 2012, if he intends to introduce a new scheme for 2013;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8602/13]
19/02/2013WRC00400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At the present time
there is no funding available for a new round of the Sports Capital Programme.
19/02/2013WRC00500

19/02/2013WRC00550

Smarter Transport

139. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide information on the status of the Smarter Transport Bill 2011 and any forthcoming
legislation from his Department that might include elements of it. [8386/13]
19/02/2013WRC00600

165. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
plans to further encourage the use of more sustainable transport solutions by allowing local authorities to create bye-laws to regulate the use of electric vehicles, car clubs and so on. [8497/13]
19/02/2013WRC00700

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 139 and 165 together.
19/02/2013WRC00800

I strongly support measures to promote sustainable travel. In this context I am keen to
facilitate both growth in the use of electric cars and the development of car clubs. As the law
currently stands, there is no provision for on-street charging points for electric cars, and no provision for car clubs. Last December the Government approved my proposals for a new Road
Traffic Bill, which is now being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. Among
other measures, I have included in this Bill a provision to allow for the making of regulations
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in relation to electric parking bays and car clubs. This will be in the form of an amendment to
the existing powers under which I, as Minister, am enabled to make regulations in relation to
parking in public places.
The effect of this amendment will be that regulations can be made regarding the allocation
of on-street parking spaces as recharging spaces for electric vehicles and as spaces for car clubs.
Local authorities will then be able to make resolutions providing for such spaces in conformity
with the regulations. It is proposed that the making of resolutions by local authorities pursuant
to these regulations will be a reserved function.
Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 108.
Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 116.
Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 120.
Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 115.
Public Service Obligation Services

19/02/2013WRC01250

144. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport while being
mindful of the social good that public transport services represents as well as their importance
particularly in more rural areas, if his attention has been drawn to the Competition Authority’s
submission on public transport which highlights the significant savings internationally from
tendering out public service obligation services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8379/13]
19/02/2013WRC01300

167. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans
to deregulate the provision of public transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8557/13]
19/02/2013WRC01400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 144 and 167 together.
19/02/2013WRC01500

These questions relate to the structure of the public service (PSO) bus market. In respect
of the future provision of bus services the Programme for Government contains a commitment
“to establish a Cabinet Sub-Committee on Infrastructure to explore the benefits to the public
transport passenger of a more diverse bus service provision”. In line with this commitment the
National Transport Authority (NTA) conducted a non-statutory public consultation in summer
2012.  I am aware of the Competition Authority’s submission to the public consultation process
and the report on the process is available on the NTA’s website. This report highlighted that the
international experience of tendering for PSO type services has been favourable with benefits
accruing in terms of (i) improved service quality, (ii) a more integrated transport system, and
(iii) greater value for taxpayer’s money. The NTA has also briefed the Cabinet Sub-Committee
on the process in October 2012.
The public consultation submissions will be considered and taken into account by the NTA
in coming forward with proposals. Where the NTA proposes to enter into a further direct award
contract or contracts for bus services it is obliged to carry out a statutory consultation under
section 52 of the Dublin Transport Authority Act, 2008. Furthermore, the NTA may only enter
into a direct award contract “ where it is satisfied that the continued adequacy of the public bus
passenger services to which the contracts relate can only be guaranteed in the general economic
interest by entering into such direct award contracts.” Accordingly the matter will require fur164
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ther examination by the NTA before any decisions are taken.
I have been advised by the NTA that it is commencing a series of analytical tasks in relation
to the PSO bus market. This analytical work will be completed in advance of August this year
when the NTA anticipates statutory consultation on any new direct award contract would need
to commence.
Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 114.
Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 120.
Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 110.
Human Rights Issues

19/02/2013WRC01850

148. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has
seen the recent report from Open Society Justice Initiative which found that 54 countries had
helped to facilitate the CIA’s secret detention rendition and interrogation programme in the
years after 11 September 2001, including Ireland; if he will be investigating these findings; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8581/13]
19/02/2013WRC01900

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This question refers to a recent report by the Open Society Justice Initiative on alleged extraordinary rendition.
I am aware of the report which relates primarily to alleged human rights infringements. Policy
responsibility for human rights is a matter for my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Deputy Gilmore. Matter relating to the investigation of alleged breaches
of the law are a matter for An Garda Síochána and the Minister for Justice and Equality.
19/02/2013WRC02000

Roads Maintenance

19/02/2013WRC02050

149. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position regarding the 16.5 km road upgrade on the N11 between Rathnew and Arklow, County
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8495/13]
19/02/2013WRC02100

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
19/02/2013WRC02200

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 127.
Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 136.

19/02/2013WRC02450

Public Transport Provision

152. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
his plans to increase and improve facilities for taxis particularly in built up areas like Dublin
19/02/2013WRC02500
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city centre, in view of the current shortage of ranks which is not simply a result of oversupply.
[8584/13]
Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan
Kelly): Under section 84 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 inserted by section 15 of the Road Traffic Act, 2002, the function of allocating road kerb space to taxi ranks is a reserved function of
the elected members of the relevant local authorities in consultation with the Commissioner of
An Garda Síochána.
19/02/2013WRC02600

Dublin City Council is responsible for the making of bye-laws in respect of the area comprising of the city of Dublin, including bye-laws regarding the location and number of taxi
ranks. With the number of taxis in operation, it is recognised that there is a shortage of taxi
rank spaces in many cities and towns. There are frequently competing demands for limited kerb
space – deliveries, general parking, bus lay-bys and taxi ranks. The Taxi Regulation Review
Report published last year undertook to investigate, in conjunction with the relevant local authorities, the potential for the introduction of additional “part-time” rank space during nighttime hours at key urban locations.
Reflecting the acuteness of the issue in Dublin City, the NTA has commenced work with
Dublin City Council to identify potential locations for additional night time rank space within
Dublin City. The NTA has prepared proposals for additional night time taxi ranks at various
locations in Dublin City. The proposals comprise the use of certain loading bays as night-time
ranks, the use of various bus lanes after the evening peak period has concluded and the use of
some pay and display parking areas during evening and night-time hours.
These proposals have been provided by the NTA to Dublin City Council and An Garda Síochána for their review and consideration. Both the City Council and An Garda Síochána have
completed their initial reviews and identified that while the majority of the proposals could be
supported, a number of proposed locations presented certain difficulties. Further discussions
are on-going to finalise a set of proposals that the City Council would then bring forward for
public consultation as part of draft bye-laws.
Question No. 153 answered with Question No. 128.

19/02/2013WRC02750

Waste Management Issues

154. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to
reopen Dunsink Lane linking Finglas to Castleknock, Dublin, in view of the resolution of many
of the issues which resulted in its closure. [8576/13]
19/02/2013WRC02800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility for
the regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of each road authority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993 in this case Fingal County
Council. On this basis I have no function in the matter of concern to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WRC02900

Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 110.
Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 113.

19/02/2013WRC03150

19/02/2013WRC03200

Coillte Teoranta Lands

157. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
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the research his Department has conducted on the impact that the sale of the Coillte forest crop
will have on tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8606/13]
161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that any plans to sell off the State’s forest assets poses a
serious threat to the use of these forests by the people of Ireland; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8605/13]
19/02/2013WRC03300

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 157 and 161 together.
19/02/2013WRC03400

I am informed by my colleague the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine that further to the Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests
be considered for sale, NewERA have been actively engaging with Coillte, the Department of
Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to examine the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets.
The process is at an advanced stage and, aside from the valuation of the forestry assets, a
number of issues have been identified in relation to the possible harvesting rights concession.
Public access to recreational land is one of the issues so identified which requires detailed consideration. The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its
conclusion and no decision has been taken as of yet. I have made my views known on the need
to retain and protect mountain bike, cycling and walking trails on Coillte land irrespective of
the sale of the harvesting rights.
Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 106.
Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 111.
Question No. 160 answered with Question No. 115.
Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 157.
Question No. 162 answered with Question No. 110.
Public Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRD00450

163. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
the impact assessments that are carried out by his Department when deciding on funding cuts to
public services like Bus Éireann in order to establish the likely impact on service and potential
for resulting industrial disputes. [8585/13]
19/02/2013WRD00500

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is
a matter for the National Transport Authority and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to
the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within
ten working days.
19/02/2013WRD00600

Question No. 164 answered with Question No. 121.
Question No. 165 answered with Question No. 139.
Question No. 166 answered with Question No. 135.
Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 144.
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Question No. 168 answered with Question No. 106.
Road Traffic Legislation

19/02/2013WRD01150

169. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
if he has had discussions with the Department of Justice and Equality on the implementation
of section 63 of the 2010 Road Traffic Act in District Courts; if he is considering any other
measures to ensure the robustness of the system to endorse the licences of motorists who have
incurred penalty points for driving offences; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8393/13]
19/02/2013WRD01200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The implementation of section 22 of the Road Traffic Act 2002, as amended by section 63 of the Road Traffic
Act 2010, is entirely a matter for the Courts Service and the Department of Justice and Equality.
My officials continue to engage with their counterparts in that Department with a view to identifying whether or not any further amendments are required to the provisions of the section, so as
to ensure that the required information is recorded by the Courts for the purposes of endorsing
penalty points, following conviction, on my Department’s National Vehicle and Driver File. No
such additional measures have been identified to date.
19/02/2013WRD01300

Road Network

19/02/2013WRD01350

170. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the progress being made with the A5 project; and the funding promised from his Department in order to
complete this transport link. [8583/13]
19/02/2013WRD01400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This Question relates to progress on the A5 road scheme. At the NSMC Plenary meeting on 8th November
2011 Ministers noted that the provision of further funding by the Irish Government for the A5
road was being deferred but that the Irish Government will provide £25m per annum in 2015
and 2016 towards the project.  The Irish Government indicated that it remains committed to
the completion of the co-funded A5 project which is of strategic importance to the North West
Region and the island as a whole but that the Government is not in a position to make funding
commitments for the period post-2016 in advance of its consideration of the next capital review
framework.
19/02/2013WRD01500

The implementation of the A5 project is a matter for the Northern Ireland authorities and a
decision was made in 2012 to proceed with the construction of two sections between Derry to
Strabane and Omagh to Ballygawley. That decision is currently the subject of judicial review
proceedings and therefore can not proceed at present.
Aviation Issues

19/02/2013WRD01550

171. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when
he expects to bring forward a new aviation strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8547/13]
19/02/2013WRD01600

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The over-arching
goal of a national aviation policy as outlined in my Department’s Statement of Strategy 20112014 is to ensure that it supports Ireland’s economic and social goals in a safe, competitive,
19/02/2013WRD01700
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cost-effective and sustainable manner and ensures maximum connectivity between Ireland and
the rest of the world.
Given the critical importance of the aviation sector to the economy, I have launched a review process for the development of a new national civil aviation policy for Ireland. To this end
I facilitated a conference on 3rd December 2012 to which a wide array of industry representatives and wider stakeholder groups were invited in order to discuss how we might set about developing a new national civil aviation policy and to start the debate on what that policy should
contain.
Following on from that conference I will shortly publish a consultation paper which has
been developed taking into consideration the views expressed at the conference. Submissions
and comments by the end of June on the consultation paper will be invited from all stakeholders. Following this process, I intend to publish a draft Policy Statement later this year for further comment before finalising and adoping the new national policy in early 2014.
Question No. 172 answered with Question No. 127.
National Monuments

19/02/2013WRD01950

173. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
when the Fáilte Ireland report in relation to the Moore Street battlefield site and independence
trail, Dublin, as requested by him will be published. [4260/13]
19/02/2013WRD02000

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised
by the Deputy is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. I am advised by Fáilte Ireland that it
has engaged specialist expertise to carry out a study on an Independence Trail.
19/02/2013WRD02100

The study will include route planning, content development, and trail design. The Moore
Street site will be a key element examined by the study. It is expected that this work should be
completed by the middle of April.
Question No. 174 answered with Question No. 108.
Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 122.
Question No. 176 answered with Question No. 113.
Question No. 177 answered with Question No. 110.
Question No. 178 answered with Question No. 134.

19/02/2013WRD02650

Sports Capital Programme Applications

179. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason
funding applications under the sports capital programme by Dublin City Council in respect of
Willie Pearse Park were rejected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8607/13]
19/02/2013WRD02700

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): The application referred to by the Deputy was made under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme.
19/02/2013WRD02800

When the 2012 Programme was advertised my Department issued a detailed guide to filling
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out the application form which set out the Department’s minimum requirements. This application did not meet these requirements and was deemed invalid and could not be considered for
funding.
The application was invalid for 2 reasons. Firstly, the application referred to was for a
project costing over €1 million and the applicant did not provide a feasibility study, which is a
requirement under the Programme, where the cost of the project is over €700,000. Secondly,
the estimate provided by the Quantity Surveyor did not provide details of the works to be carried out.
A letter setting out the reasons the application was deemed invalid has been sent to the applicant. If the applicant requires further information or clarification they should contact the
Sports Capital Programme Unit of my Department in Killarney. The 2012 Sports Capital Programme is now closed and all the monies under this round have been allocated.
Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 106.
Questions Nos. 181 and 182 answered with Question No. 112.
Public Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRE00150

183. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
if he will provide an update on the progress made to date with the Luas cross line project; the
stage the project is at; the amount that has been spent to date on same; and the current estimated
date of completion. [8582/13]
19/02/2013WRE00200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation
to public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater
Dublin Area (GDA), such as Luas Cross City, comes under the remit of the NTA.
19/02/2013WRE00300

The estimated cost of the project is €368 million which includes €16m spent to date. Funding has been included in my Department’s capital allocation to 2016 to cover the cost of commencing the main construction works in 2015 and for pre-construction enabling works in 2013
and 2014. Construction is expected to take 4 years and the project is scheduled for completion
in late 2017.
I understand from the NTA that the procurement process for the initial Heritage Works,
Cellar Investigation and Utility Diversions contracts is now underway. It is likely that the first
contract (initial Heritage Works) will be awarded in March, while enabling works are expected
to commence in May 2013.
National Car Test

19/02/2013WRE00350

184. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will conduct a review of mileage data recorded in the national car test process to assess whether
there is a widespread issue of mileage data being changed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8499/13]
19/02/2013WRE00400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road
19/02/2013WRE00500
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Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the delivery of the National Car Test. As the subject matter of this Question is the responsibility of the RSA I have referred it to them for direct
reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my Office if a reply has not been received within ten
days.
EU Transport Network

19/02/2013WRE00550

185. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will report on the recent cutting of the EU transport networks budget; if he will outline the
impact on transport projects here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8392/13]
19/02/2013WRE00600

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The European Council agreed an allocation of €29.3bn for the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), of
which €23bn is ear-marked for transport including a sum of €10bn for transport investment in
Cohesion Member States. Ireland will be eligible to apply for funding under the CEF once the
Regulation, which covers the period 2014-2020, has been agreed. While the Commission had
originally proposed a larger budget for the CEF, the €13bn for non-Cohesion transport investment still represents a substantial increase on the €8bn available under the equivalent TEN-T
programme in the current Financial Perspectives. In that context, I am hopeful that transport
projects that are deemed eligible to apply for funding will benefit from this new funding instrument in due course.
19/02/2013WRE00700

Driving Licence Applications

19/02/2013WRE00750

186. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
outline in tabular form the cost for a person to apply for a plastic card driving licence here compared with other jurisdictions in the EU that have introduced this scheme; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8325/13]
19/02/2013WRE00800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is not possible to
provide direct comparison between licence fees in the various EU Member States.
19/02/2013WRE00900

The pricing regimes for driver licences in each Member State are set by the Member States
themselves, and the criteria according to which charges apply vary between Member States.
For example, in the UK there are three different costs for a licence after a period of disqualification or revocation, depending on the basis of the disqualification. It would not, therefore, be
possible to tabulate corresponding licence fees between jurisdictions.
Public Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRE00950

187. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will be placing sustainable public transport at the centrepiece of any national plan which will be
the successor to the National Spatial Strategy; his views on whether spending on public transport, in particular rail, should take precedence over continued expansion of the road network
over the next decade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8531/13]
19/02/2013WRE01000

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Work on developing a successor to the National Spatial Strategy will, for the main part, be the responsibility of
my colleagues Ministers Hogan and O’Sullivan at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. I understand that proposals are being progressed to begin the
19/02/2013WRE01100
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extensive process involved in developing such a comprehensive planning and policy framework. I and my Department will engage thoroughly with that process, as my Department engaged with the work to establish a National Spatial Strategy, recognising the key interrelationship between spatial planning and travel demand.
The current capital programme is determined by the Infrastructure & Capital Investment
2012-2016: Medium term Exchequer Framework, published in November 2011 under which
investment in capital infrastructure is being scaled back significantly. The revised transport
investment plan which replaced Transport 21 and the National Development Plan includes proposals to link the two Luas lines, invest in new buses, ensure the maintenance, in so far as possible, of the road network and the deferral of projects such as Metro North, DART Underground
and the M20 motorway for the time being.
Ireland is not in a position to invest in transport at the same levels as before and consequently
we need to be shrewd about how and where we invest. The policy is to prioritise maintenance
first, make better use of what we have and then support a very limited number of very good new
projects which offer the best prospects for job creation and economic growth.
Work has also commenced within my Department to develop a strategic framework for
investment in land transport that is expected, in the short to medium term, to underpin the Government’s consideration of the land transport element of the Government’s Capital Programme
2017 – 2021, and which over the longer term will provide the framework for decision-making
on the appropriate levels and priorities for public expenditure on land transport.
Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 121.
Employment Data

19/02/2013WRE01250

189. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he will detail the levels of employment for each year from 2007 to 2012 in respect of each of the following sectors: agrifoods,
digital gaming, ICT, medical devices, financial services, manufacturing, tourism and industry.
[7742/13]
19/02/2013WRE01300

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The exact
information requested by the deputy is not available. The Quarterly National Household Survey
(QNHS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the State. In line with EU requirements the QNHS collects sector of employment according to the standard EU classification
(NACE). The table below shows the number of persons employed in quarter 2 of each year
from 2007 to 2012 classified by each detailed NACE sector as published by the CSO.
19/02/2013WRE01400

Those sectors requested by the deputy which can be directly identified within the NACE
classification are included in the table. Others, such as tourism and agrifoods, are spread across
different sectors within the classification and therefore no direct estimates can be provided.

Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NACE Rev. 2 Economic Sector,
Quarter 2 2007 - Quarter 2 2012.
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-

-

All persons
A

B-E

F
G

H

I

J

Economic
sector
(NACE
Rev. 2)
Agriculture,
forestry
and
fishing
Industry
                
of
which:
Manufacturing
Construction
Wholesale and
retail
trade;
repair of
motor
vehicles
and
motorcycles
Transportation and
storage
Accommodation and
food
service
activities
Information
and
communication

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

‘000
Apr-

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

108.7

116.0

97.5

85.1

85.7

87.1

301.7
264.6

291.4
255.9

263.1
231.5

244.7
213.5

239.5
212.2

231.7
205.8

273.9

246.1

158.2

126.5

106.4

99.6

301.8

314.8

285.9

278.4

274.5

268.2

94.2

94.0

96.0

90.8

95.7

90.9

133.1

128.7

127.0

127.2

114.4

120.0

71.2

72.3

74.5

76.6

77.9

81.2
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-

-

All persons
K-L

M

N

O

P

Economic
sector
(NACE
Rev. 2)
Financial, insurance
and real
estate
activities
               
of
which:
Financial
services

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

‘000
Apr-

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

102.1

107.1

109.8

104.2

105.1

99.3

62.7

63.9

69.4

63.8

63.1

63.2

Professional,
scientific and
technical activities
Administrative
and
support
service
activities
Public
administration
and
defence;
compulsory
social
security
Education

110.9

118.3

103.6

101.9

103.8

102.6

79.2

77.8

68.2

63.8

69.3

63.0

102.7

103.5

107.5

106.7

99.1

99.6

142.1

147.4

151.0

149.4

146.1

146.3

174

19 February 2013

-

-

All persons
Q

R-U

Total
persons

Economic
sector
(NACE
Rev. 2)
Human
health
and
social
work
activities
Other
NACE
activities
Not
stated

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

‘000
Apr-

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

211.7

222.8

230.5

237.1

243.3

244.4

98.2

99.6

95.2

92.4

96.3

100.6

4.5

7.4

6.0

8.6

4.0

..

2,136.1

2,147.3

1,974.0

1,893.6

1,861.3

1,836.2

Data may be subject to future revision.’;
Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of
smaller values or estimates of change.’;
Reference period: q1=Jan-Mar, q2=Apr-Jun, q3=Jul-Sep, q4=Oct-Dec.’;
Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.’;
Ministerial Appointments
190. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Taoiseach the details of all appointments made by him
to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking
office, including the State owned banks and the Judiciary. [8126/13]
19/02/2013WRE01500

191. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Taoiseach the details of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made
by him since taking office including the State owned banks and judiciary for the appointments
they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8144/13]
19/02/2013WRE01600

192. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Taoiseach the number of appointees and the percentage
of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and the Judiciary that
were subject to a public applications process. [8162/13]
19/02/2013WRE01700

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 190 to 192, inclusive, together.

19/02/2013WRE01800

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) is the only State agency under the
aegis of my Department. The NESC provides guidance to Government on strategic issues for
Ireland’s economic and social development. Since coming into office on 9 March 2011, I have
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made appointments to the National Economic and Social Council (NESC) as set out in the
tables beneath. The appointments are made in accordance with the National Economic and
Social Development Office Act 2006 and S.I. No. 603 of 2010, National Economic and Social
Council (Alteration of Composition) Order 2010.
I appoint members specifically on the basis of nominations from business and employer
interests, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, farming and agricultural interests, the community and voluntary sector and the environmental sector. I may also appoint up to six public
servants of whom at least one shall represent the Taoiseach and one shall represent the Minister
for Finance. These appointments represent relevant Departments to ensure NESC’s work is
integrated with Government policy-making. I also appointed eight independent members to
the NESC in 2011, in most cases from the academic sector. These appointments were made
following careful consideration of the necessary skills, knowledge and expertise relevant to the
functions of the Council as required by the legislation.
The Government has put new arrangements in place for the making of appointments to State
boards. In the particular case of the NESC, I should emphasise that most of the members of
NESC are appointed on the basis of nominations received from representative organisations.
Historically, the Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson posts are filled from my Department at
Secretary General and Assistant Secretary level. I am satisfied that the other appointments were
appropriate, bearing in mind the key strategic role of the NESC. However the option of utilising the new process for expressions of public interest will be considered when the next round
of appointments of independent members to the NESC arises.
The only other relevant appointment was that of an Assistant Secretary from my Department to the National Statistics Board (NSB) on 13 September 2012. This appointment was
made in line with the provisions of Section 18 (1)(b) of the Statistics Act 1993, which provides
for the appointment to the NSB of a representative of my Department at Assistant Secretary or
higher grade. My functions in relation to the NSB were delegated to the Government Chief
Whip, Minister of State Paul Kehoe T.D., on 22 March 2011 who therefore made this appointment.
Table 1: Details of appointments made by the Taoiseach to NESC since 9 March 2011
are set out in the table beneath.
Name
Mr. Martin Fraser,
Chairperson of NESC
Mr. John Shaw,
Deputy Chairperson of NESC
Prof. Edgar Morgenroth

Prof. John McHale
Prof. Mary Daly

Prof. Anna Davis

Organisation
Secretary General, Department of
the Taoiseach
Assistant Secretary, Department
of the Taoiseach
Associate Research Professor,
Economic and Social Research
Institute
Economist, National University
of Ireland, Galway
Professor of Sociology and Social
Policy, Senior Research Fellow
of Green Templeton College,
Department of Social Policy
and Intervention, University of
Oxford
Department of Geography, Trinity
College Dublin
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Date of Appointment
August 2011
January 2012
June 2011

June 2011
June 2011

June 2011

19 February 2013
Name
Prof. Seán Ó Riain

Organisation
Department of Sociology,
National University of Ireland,
Maynooth
Head of Portfolio Strategy and
Thematic Research, Credit Suisse,
London
Chartered Accountant
Senior Lecturer, School of Applied Social Science, University
College Dublin.
IMPACT
Secretary General, Department of
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
Secretary General, Department of
Education and Skills
Secretary General, Department of
Finance

Dr. Michael O’Sullivan

Ms. Mary Walsh
Dr. Michelle Norris

Mr. Shay Cody
Mr. John Murphy
Mr. Seán Ó Foghlú
Mr. John Moran

Date of Appointment
June 2011

June 2011

June 2011
July 2011

September 2011
November 2011
February 2012
March 2012

Job Losses
193. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the number of jobs lost
by sector; and the number of jobs created by sector for each region since 2007. [7883/13]
19/02/2013WRE01900

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The exact information requested by the Deputy is not available. The Quarterly National Household
Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the State. In line with EU
requirements the QNHS collects sector of employment according to the standard EU classification (NACE). The table below shows the number of persons employed in quarter 2 of each
year from 2007 to 2012 and the overall change over the period classified by NACE sector as
published by the CSO.
19/02/2013WRE02012

It must also be noted that the table shows the overall number of persons employed at the
given points in time. Changes in this stock level cannot be directly interpreted as being a number of jobs created as it is the net change occurring which will be impacted by both new jobs
created and jobs lost in the sector in question. Estimates of the number of jobs created or lost at
the regional level cannot be derived from available data sources.
Persons aged 15 and over in employment (ILO) classified by region and
NACE Rev.2 Economic Sector, Quarter 2 2007- Quarter 2 2012.
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

‘000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

16.5

17.9

14.5

14.1

16.5

16.4

-0.1

B-F

Total Industry

65.9

60.7

46.0

43.4

40.0

34.0

-31.9

B-E

Industry

33.9

31.3

29.8

28.8

28.0

24.0

-9.9

Border
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

‘000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun12

07-12

F

Construction

32.0

29.5

16.3

14.6

12.0

10.0

-22.0

G-U

Total Services

139.1

138.5

135.4

131.8

129.9

124.2

-14.9

G

Wholesale
32.1
and retail
trade; repair
of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

31.8

27.3

25.1

29.3

24.8

-7.3

H

Transportation and
storage

7.8

9.1

8.4

7.2

8.5

9.0

1.2

I

Accommodation and
food service
activities

15.7

13.2

12.2

13.3

12.6

11.3

-4.4

J

Information 4.6
and communication

3.6

4.9

5.2

[3.6]

[3.8]

[-0.8]

K-L

Financial,
insurance and
real estate
activities

6.6

9.1

7.3

5.4

5.8

5.3

-1.3

M

Profession- 7.0
al, scientific
and technical activities

8.8

9.4

8.0

7.5

6.6

-0.4

N

Administrative and
support
service
activities

5.1

7.4

5.4

5.2

6.8

5.1

0.0

O

Public
administration and
defence;
compulsory social
security

9.9

9.1

11.4

11.8

9.8

9.5

-0.4

P

Education

14.3

13.8

16.0

15.4

13.5

12.3

-2.0

Q

Human
health and
social work
activities

25.7

23.4

24.2

25.7

24.9

27.0

1.3

R-U

Other
NACE
activities

10.3

9.2

9.1

9.4

7.6

9.3

-1.0

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

221.8

217.8

196.8

190.1

187.1

174.6

-47.2

Total
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Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

9.2

9.5

6.9

6.2

6.9

8.0

-1.2

B-F

Total Industry

41.8

35.1

32.6

25.3

23.6

24.4

-17.4

B-E

Industry

22.0

19.1

20.0

16.2

16.0

17.3

-4.7

F

Construction

19.8

16.0

12.5

9.1

7.6

7.1

-12.7

G-U

Total Services

72.9

76.5

71.0

73.3

77.9

72.8

-0.1

G

Wholesale
17.6
and retail
trade; repair
of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

18.2

17.7

17.7

15.7

17.4

-0.2

H

Transportation and
storage

4.4

4.8

4.3

4.3

4.8

5.1

0.7

I

Accommodation and
food service
activities

6.3

6.6

6.6

6.7

7.4

6.1

-0.2

J

Information [2.1]
and communication

[2.3]

*

[2.6]

[2.7]

[3.0]

[0.9]

K-L

Financial,
insurance and
real estate
activities

3.5

3.3

[3.0]

[2.9]

4.0

[2.9]

[-0.6]

M

Profession- 5.2
al, scientific
and technical activities

5.5

4.8

4.6

4.7

[3.1]

[-2.1]

N

Administrative and
support
service
activities

2.7

4.4

3.6

[3.0]

4.3

[3.1]

[0.4]

O

Public
administration and
defence;
compulsory social
security

7.6

8.3

6.6

7.4

8.1

6.8

-0.8

P

Education

7.8

7.7

7.0

8.5

7.5

7.6

-0.2

Q

Human
health and
social work
activities

10.2

11.1

10.9

11.1

14.1

13.3

3.1

Midland
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Questions - Written Answers
-

-

R-U

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

‘000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun12

07-12

Other
NACE
activities

5.6

4.3

4.4

4.6

4.7

4.4

-1.2

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

124.0

121.3

110.7

105.2

108.4

105.2

-18.8

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Total

-

-

-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture, forestry and
fishing

17.3

20.2

18.2

12.2

13.1

12.7

-4.6

B-F

Total
Industry

60.9

53.8

44.1

40.7

40.5

39.1

-21.8

B-E

Industry

31.0

27.9

26.9

27.9

29.0

28.8

-2.2

F

Construction

30.0

25.9

17.2

12.8

11.5

10.3

-19.7

G-U

Total Services

124.1

133.1

132.7

130.6

125.3

127.4

3.3

G

Whole28.8
sale and
retail trade;
repair of
motor vehicles and
motorcycles

29.5

27.8

28.2

25.1

23.8

-5.0

H

Transporta- 4.7
tion and
storage

5.5

5.6

6.1

6.4

5.7

1.0

I

Accommodation
and food
service
activities

14.6

14.1

16.5

13.1

11.8

13.2

-1.4

J

Information and
communication

3.5

4.2

5.5

5.0

6.5

5.9

2.4

K-L

Financial,
insurance
and real
estate
activities

5.1

4.9

6.1

5.5

5.8

6.0

0.9

West
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19 February 2013
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

M

Professional, scientific and
technical
activities

7.7

8.4

7.3

8.5

7.8

8.8

1.1

N

Administrative and
support
service
activities

4.6

5.2

[3.9]

4.6

4.9

4.8

0.2

O

Public
9.4
administration and
defence;
compulsory social
security

11.6

11.3

8.9

9.1

9.5

0.1

P

Education

14.9

16.4

15.6

16.6

15.9

17.2

2.3

Q

Human
23.9
health and
social work
activities

24.1

25.1

25.2

23.6

23.3

-0.6

R-U

Other
NACE
activities

6.9

9.2

8.0

8.9

8.3

9.3

2.4

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

202.7

207.4

195.2

184.3

179.0

179.5

-23.2

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Jun 07
Sector (NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

B-F

Total Industry

121.9

115.9

85.6

74.9

64.4

60.0

-61.9

B-E

Industry

63.7

60.8

52.3

47.0

42.6

39.8

-23.9

F

Construction

58.2

55.2

33.3

27.9

21.8

20.3

-37.9

G-U

Total Services

503.9

518.0

497.5

482.7

488.3

486.0

-17.9

G

Wholesale and
retail trade;
repair of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

87.6

94.3

83.7

82.7

77.0

77.3

-10.3

H

Transportation
and storage

37.8

35.2

35.7

35.3

38.5

34.0

-3.8

I

Accommodation and food
service activities

39.4

36.6

34.7

30.7

28.9

30.2

-9.2

Total

-

-

-

Dublin
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Questions - Written Answers
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Jun 07
Sector (NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

J

Information
and communication

37.7

37.7

35.8

36.3

37.7

39.2

1.5

K-L

Financial,
insurance and
real estate
activities

52.5

55.2

57.4

55.4

55.2

50.1

-2.4

M

Professional,
scientific
and technical
activities

48.6

50.9

42.5

42.4

43.5

46.4

-2.2

N

Administrative
and support
service activities

31.2

29.1

24.0

21.5

23.3

22.0

-9.2

O

Public administration and
defence; compulsory social
security

34.2

34.3

33.8

35.4

31.1

29.9

-4.3

P

Education

39.0

41.6

45.7

40.9

42.8

43.9

4.9

Q

Human health
and social
work activities

62.4

68.9

71.0

72.2

76.1

76.4

14.0

R-U

Other NACE
activities

33.4

34.3

33.3

29.9

34.1

36.6

3.2

Not stated

[2.0]

[2.6]

[2.6]

[3.3]

*

*

*

629.4

637.7

586.7

562.1

555.2

547.4

-82.0

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Total

-

-

-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun0 9

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

11.2

14.6

9.8

8.1

7.6

8.7

-2.5

B-F

Total Industry

67.3

66.4

51.0

47.2

41.4

40.9

-26.4

B-E

Industry

34.7

33.4

30.9

31.5

26.8

27.2

-7.5

F

Construction 32.6

33.0

20.1

15.7

14.6

13.6

-19.0

G-U

Total Services

171.6

170.4

171.3

171.9

174.2

172.8

1.2

G

Wholesale
and retail
trade; repair
of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

35.9

37.0

35.0

34.4

36.0

34.6

-1.3

Mid-East
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19 February 2013
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun0 9

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

H

Transportation and
storage

10.9

11.1

12.9

10.9

11.0

10.2

-0.7

I

Accommodation and
food service
activities

13.3

12.6

11.1

11.8

11.9

13.1

-0.2

J

Information
and communication

8.7

9.1

9.3

9.6

8.7

11.5

2.8

K-L

Financial,
insurance
and real
estate activities

13.6

14.0

15.0

14.5

14.9

13.9

0.3

M

Professional, 14.3
scientific
and technical activities

14.6

12.5

11.4

12.5

11.9

-2.4

N

Administra- 9.4
tive and support service
activities

8.0

7.9

6.4

8.4

7.2

-2.2

O

Public administration
and defence;
compulsory social
security

12.8

11.9

13.5

13.3

12.2

14.4

1.6

P

Education

17.6

17.4

16.6

20.5

18.5

16.3

-1.3

Q

Human
health and
social work
activities

23.1

22.1

24.7

26.5

28.2

27.4

4.3

R-U

Other NACE 12.0
activities

12.6

12.8

12.5

12.0

12.4

0.4

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

250.6

252.9

232.9

228.1

223.7

222.7

-27.9

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

12.3

12.8

11.4

9.5

10.1

9.4

-2.9

B-F

Total Industry

55.1

53.7

39.8

33.1

34.4

33.3

-21.8

B-E

Industry

31.9

33.2

27.0

22.4

25.5

23.0

-8.9

F

Construction

23.1

20.5

12.8

10.7

8.9

10.3

-12.8

Total

-

-

-

Mid-West
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Questions - Written Answers
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

G-U

Total Services

107.3

106.8

106.2

107.5

111.5

107.0

-0.3

G

Wholesale and 25.3
retail trade;
repair of motor vehicles
and motorcycles

25.1

23.2

21.4

20.8

20.9

-4.4

H

Transportation 8.8
and storage

9.3

9.6

7.6

8.2

8.0

-0.8

I

Accommodation and food
service activities

9.4

9.0

9.5

12.1

10.4

10.9

1.5

J

Information
4.1
and communication

4.4

4.5

4.9

4.5

6.5

2.4

K-L

Financial,
insurance and
real estate
activities

4.8

3.8

5.2

5.5

5.5

6.5

1.7

M

Professional,
scientific
and technical
activities

6.6

6.0

6.5

6.7

7.8

6.0

-0.6

N

Administrative and support service
activities

6.5

5.4

5.0

5.1

6.9

4.4

-2.1

O

Public administration and
defence; compulsory social
security

7.8

7.2

8.9

6.7

8.6

8.5

0.7

P

Education

12.0

13.2

12.6

11.4

12.2

11.4

-0.6

Q

Human health 15.8
and social
work activities

16.2

15.7

19.3

19.2

17.0

1.2

R-U

Other NACE
activities

6.2

7.0

5.5

6.7

7.4

6.9

0.7

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

175.0

174.2

158.1

151.2

156.7

150.1

-24.9

Total

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

20.5

20.9

16.2

16.5

15.0

17.5

-3.0

B-F

Total Industry 73.4

67.4

51.7

42.7

40.2

42.2

-31.2

SouthEast
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19 February 2013
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

B-E

Industry

38.2

36.9

32.0

27.6

27.6

31.2

-7.0

F

Construction

35.2

30.5

19.7

15.1

12.5

11.0

-24.2

G-U

Total Services

129.7

138.3

135.8

131.0

128.9

126.2

-3.5

G

Wholesale
and retail
trade; repair
of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

32.4

34.4

31.4

26.5

29.6

26.4

-6.0

H

Transportation and
storage

7.3

7.6

7.9

7.3

7.4

7.9

0.6

I

Accommodation and
food service
activities

12.5

14.2

14.5

16.1

11.6

12.6

0.1

J

Information
and communication

3.4

3.1

3.4

4.3

4.9

3.9

0.5

K-L

Financial,
6.9
insurance and
real estate
activities

6.7

6.4

5.7

5.8

5.8

-1.1

M

Professional,
scientific
and technical
activities

8.4

9.4

8.1

8.1

8.4

8.0

-0.4

N

Administrative and support service
activities

5.9

6.6

6.8

6.8

5.5

5.1

-0.8

O

Public administration
and defence;
compulsory
social security

9.5

9.0

9.9

10.0

7.6

9.0

-0.5

P

Education

13.2

13.9

14.9

15.1

15.8

14.9

1.7

Q

Human
health and
social work
activities

20.5

23.0

23.2

23.1

23.0

23.4

2.9

R-U

Other NACE
activities

9.8

10.4

9.3

7.9

9.5

9.3

-0.5

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

224.2

227.0

204.0

190.9

184.5

186.0

-38.2

Total

-

185

Questions - Written Answers
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

20.0

18.9

19.4

17.2

15.0

13.6

-6.4

B-F

Total Industry

89.5

84.5

70.6

64.0

61.6

57.4

-32.1

B-E

Industry

46.5

48.9

44.3

43.4

44.0

40.4

-6.1

F

Construction

43.0

35.6

26.3

20.7

17.5

17.0

-26.0

G-U

Total Services 198.5

204.8

199.2

199.9

189.6

199.6

1.1

G

Wholesale
and retail
trade; repair
of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

42.1

44.5

39.9

42.4

41.1

43.0

0.9

H

Transportation and
storage

12.4

11.4

11.4

11.9

10.9

11.0

-1.4

I

Accommodation and
food service
activities

21.8

22.3

21.9

23.5

19.8

22.6

0.8

J

Information
and communication

7.1

7.9

9.2

8.7

9.5

7.5

0.4

K-L

Financial,
insurance and
real estate
activities

9.2

10.2

9.4

9.3

8.1

8.7

-0.5

M

Professional,
scientific
and technical
activities

13.3

14.7

12.5

12.2

11.6

11.8

-1.5

N

Administrative and support service
activities

13.8

11.7

11.5

11.0

9.1

11.2

-2.6

O

Public admin- 11.4
istration and
defence; compulsory social
security

12.1

12.1

13.3

12.7

11.9

0.5

P

Education

23.3

23.5

22.6

20.9

19.9

22.7

-0.6

Q

Human health
and social
work activities

30.2

33.9

35.8

34.2

34.3

36.7

6.5

R-U

Other NACE
activities

13.9

12.7

12.9

12.6

12.6

12.3

-1.6

Not stated

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

308.5

309.1

289.7

281.6

266.6

270.7

-37.8

SouthWest

Total
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19 February 2013
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

'000

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Apr-

Change

Economic
Sector
(NACE
Rev.2)

Jun 07

Jun 08

Jun 09

Jun 10

Jun 11

Jun 12

07-12

A

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing

108.7

116.0

97.5

85.1

85.7

87.1

-21.6

B-F

Total Industry

575.7

537.5

421.3

371.3

346.0

331.3

-244.4

B-E

Industry

301.7

291.4

263.1

244.7

239.5

231.7

-70.0

F

Construction

273.9

246.1

158.2

126.5

106.4

99.6

-174.3

G-U

Total Services

1,447.1

1,486.3

1,449.2

1,428.6

1,425.6

1,416.0

-31.1

G

Wholesale
and retail
trade; repair
of motor
vehicles and
motorcycles

301.8

314.8

285.9

278.4

274.5

268.2

-33.6

H

Transportation and
storage

94.2

94.0

96.0

90.8

95.7

90.9

-3.3

I

Accommodation and
food service
activities

133.1

128.7

127.0

127.2

114.4

120.0

-13.1

J

Information
and communication

71.2

72.3

74.5

76.6

77.9

81.2

10.0

K-L

Financial, in- 102.1
surance and
real estate
activities

107.1

109.8

104.2

105.1

99.3

-2.8

M

Professional, 110.9
scientific
and technical
activities

118.3

103.6

101.9

103.8

102.6

-8.3

N

Administrative and support service
activities

79.2

77.8

68.2

63.8

69.3

63.0

-16.2

O

Public administration
and defence;
compulsory
social security

102.7

103.5

107.5

106.7

99.1

99.6

-3.1

P

Education

142.1

147.4

151.0

149.4

146.1

146.3

4.2

Q

Human
health and
social work
activities

211.7

222.8

230.5

237.1

243.3

244.4

32.7

R-U

Other NACE
activities

98.2

99.6

95.2

92.4

96.3

100.6

2.4

Not stated

4.5

7.4

6.0

8.6

4.0

*

*

2,136.1

2,147.3

1,974.0

1,893.6

1,861.3

1,836.2

-299.9

Total
Persons

Total

Data may be subject to future revision.’;
187

Questions - Written Answers

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of
smaller values or estimates of change.’;
Reference period: q1=Jan-Mar, q2=Apr-Jun, q3=Jul-Sep, q4=Oct-Dec.’;
* Estimates for numbers of persons or averages where there are less than 30 persons in a
cell are not produced as estimates are too small to be considered reliable;
Parentheses [ ] indicate where there are 30-49 persons in a cell, estimates are considered to
have a wider margin of error and should be treated with caution;
Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.’;
Company Registration

19/02/2013WRE02050

2/2013WR

194. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the number of new start-up companies
registered by region for each year since 2007. [7894/13]
E02100

199. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the number of companies that have closed
or gone into receivership or administration by region for each year since 2007. [7893/13]
19/02/2013WRE02150

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 194 and 199 together.
19/02/2013WRE02200

The information sought by the Deputy is available for all of the years requested but not at a
regional level. The latest CSO Business Demography returns for 2010 were released on 22 June
2012 and the tables below provide data on business start ups and closures from this release.
The terms used by CSO are “enterprise births” which refers to new business start ups
(companies and other forms of legal ownership), and “enterprise deaths”, which is a business
closure. “Enterprise births” and “Enterprise deaths” are both dealt with below and can be used
for comparison purposes.
The CSO identifies enterprise births and deaths by using available economic indicators from
administrative data (Revenue Commissioner Trading returns in Corporate, Income, Employment and VAT activity). Data for 2011 is not yet available as it is dependent on the receipt of
administrative data which are not filed until 2012 and are not fully available to CSO until later
in 2013.
The CSO Business Demography Statistics covers the whole business economy as classified
by the standard European classification of economic activity i.e. NACE Rev2 B-N excluding
activities of holding companies; K 64.20.
Table A below contains the relevant data concerning enterprise births for 2007-2010 inclusive.
Table A: Number of Enterprise Births for 2007-2010 inclusive.
Enterprise Births
Business economy
excluding activities
of holding companies.

2007
13,461

2008
11,954

2009
13,810
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2010
11,237
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Regarding enterprise deaths, the Deputy should be aware that two types of data are available. Preliminary enterprise death data are available for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009, while
final death data are only available for 2007 and 2008 at present.
“Preliminary deaths” are those enterprises that are active during the reference year, but not
in the subsequent year. “Final deaths” are those active in the reference year that are not active
in either of the two subsequent years.
Preliminary deaths for 2010 require the full population of active enterprises for 2011, which
will become available in March 2013, so the 2010 preliminary deaths data will be published in
June 2013.
Tables B and C below set out the relevant enterprise deaths data.
Table B: Number of Preliminary Enterprise Deaths for 2007-2009 inclusive.
Preliminary
Enterprise
Deaths
Business economy excluding
activities of
holding companies

2007

2008

2009

2010

17,263

20,601

24,511

n/a

Table C: Final Enterprise Deaths for 2007-2008 inclusive.
Final Enterprise Deaths
Business economy excluding
activities of
holding companies

2007

2008

2009

2010

14,745

19,530

n/a

n/a

The Business Demography 2012 Press Release of 22 June 2012 is available at;
http://www.cso.ie/en/newsandevents/pressreleases/2012pressreleases/pressreleasebusinessdemography2010/
National Debt

19/02/2013WRF00150

195. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach the way the Central Statistics Office will
record the changes in the national debt arising from the recent announcement in respect of the
promissory notes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8438/13]
19/02/2013WRF00200

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Central
Statistics Office reports on the General Government Gross Debt (GG Debt) to EUROSTAT under the Excessive Deficit Procedure (EDP) as set out under the Maastricht Treaty. EDP returns
are made to EUROSTAT twice a year, at the end of March and the end of October of a given
year, in respect of the previous four years. In March 2013, therefore, GG Debt will be reported
for the years from 2009 to 2012, with the 2012 figure being a first estimate. The Department of
Finance will report forecast data for 2013 in this same return. In addition to the EDP returns,
19/02/2013WRF00300
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the CSO also reports on GG Debt on a quarterly basis to EUROSTAT under the European
System of Accounts (ESA95) transmission programme. Therefore, the first time the CSO will
report on GG Debt for 2013 will be at the end of June 2013, when the Quarterly Government
Debt return (Table 2800 of ESA95 transmission programme) for the first quarter of 2013 will be
made. General Government Gross Debt (or Maastricht Debt) is defined as the sum of liabilities
of the General Government sector in the categories of Currency & Deposits (AF.2), securities
other than shares, excluding derivatives (AF.33) and loans (AF.4). With regard to the recent
announcement in respect of the promissory notes, the immediate impact on the reporting of GG
Debt for 2013 will be the reclassification of these particular debt instruments from the category
of Long-Term Loans (AF.42) to Long-Term Securities (AF.332). This reclassification will not
impact on the overall GG Debt figure. The CSO will also report on any changes in the GG
Debt which may arise as a result in this change of debt instrument on a quarterly basis under the
ESA95 transmission programme and for annual data in the EDP returns.
International Relations

19/02/2013WRF00350

196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach if he will confirm the discussions he had
at the recent Davos summit with respect to investment in Myanmar, Burma; the persons with
whom he had discussions; the nature of these discussions; if he has committed to deliver any
assistance to any party in respect of communications investment in Myanmar. [8629/13]
19/02/2013WRF00400

The Taoiseach: The opening up of Myanmar and prospects for development and investment there is an important global theme, which arose in various discussions in Davos. It is
also part of the Government’s ongoing consideration of international opportunities for trade
and investment for Ireland. Last year’s visit to Ireland by Aung San Suu Kyi was a signal of
the important and positive reforms being made by the Myanmar government. These reforms
should be welcomed as key building blocks to improved international relations. I did not make
any commitment to deliver assistance to any party in respect of communications investment in
Myanmar.
19/02/2013WRF00500

Departmental Expenditure

19/02/2013WRF00550

197. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Taoiseach the total amount spent on outsourced security services in his Department; and if he will provide details of the companies providing these
services. [8656/13]
19/02/2013WRF00600

The Taoiseach: My Department had no expenditure on outsourced security services from
1 January 2012 to date.
19/02/2013WRF00700

Departmental Expenditure

19/02/2013WRF00750

198. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Taoiseach the total amount spent on outsourced cleaning services in his Department; and if he will provide details of the companies providing these
services. [8657/13]
19/02/2013WRF00800

The Taoiseach: The total spend by my Department on outsourced cleaning services in 2012
was €16,665.48. Two companies provide this service. Embassy Cleaning provides window
cleaning services and Fiberseal Limited provides specialist carpet cleaning services.
19/02/2013WRF00900

Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 194.
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Ministerial Appointments

19/02/2013WRF01025

200. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the details of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all
other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the
Judiciary. [8120/13]
19/02/2013WRF01100

202. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
details of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial
bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned
banks and Judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8138/13]
19/02/2013WRF01200

203. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies,
commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the
State owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8156/13]
19/02/2013WRF01300

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose to take Questions Nos. 200, 202 and 203 together.
19/02/2013WRF01400

There are no State agencies or commercial bodies operating under the aegis of my Department. The Fulbright Commission has a unique status in that it was established pursuant to an
international agreement, is funded jointly with the US Government and is therefore not a body
solely under the aegis of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Under the Educational
Exchange (Ireland and the USA) Act 1991, the Commission consists of eight members. The
legislation specifies that four of them should be Irish citizens appointed by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and four of them should be citizens of the US and appointed by the US Ambassador. Vacancies on the board arose in December 2012, November 2012 and May 2011.
These vacancies were publicised on the Department’s website and expressions of interest were
invited. The process to nominate the Irish members is at an advanced stage and should be completed shortly.
Since taking office, I have made new appointments to two advisory committees, the Emigrant Services Advisory Committee and the Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group. The four people
I have appointed to the Emigrant Services Advisory Committee are John Gormley, who is a
Former President of the GAA in Britain; Joe Brown, who is the Chair of the Irish Travellers
Movement; Frances Henderson, who is a Member of the Scottish Branch of the Irish Professional Network; and Sinéad Crowley, who is an Executive Director with the Irish International
Business Network in London. These appointments were made in addition to the following
serving members of the board, who are Mr. Séamus McGarry, who is a Member of the Ireland
Fund of Great Britain and on the Board of Irish Cultural Centre, Hammersmith (appointed
2004); Cllr. Sally Mulready, who is a Councillor in the London Borough of Hackney and a
member of the Irish Elderly Advice Network (appointed 2008); Tony Cusack, who is the Manager of the Irish Centre in Leicester (appointed 2008); Breege McDaid, who is the Chief Executive of Irish Community Care Merseyside (appointed 2008); Tony Corcoran of the Tyneside
Irish Festival and Secretary of the Tyneside Irish Centre (appointed 2008); Des Hurley, who is
the Chief Executive of the Irish Arts Foundation (appointed 2008); and Bridie Nugent, who is
a Board Member of the Irish Welfare and Information Centre in Birmingham (appointed 2009).
The two people I have appointed to the Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group are Ms Nora
Owen, who was appointed Chairperson in October 2011, and Dr. Naomi Ngirwa. Ms Owen
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holds qualifications in Chemistry and Biochemistry (University College Dublin) and Business
Law (National College of Ireland). During her service in Dáil Éireann, she held various positions including Chairperson of the Parliamentary Overseas Aid Committee and Minister for
Justice between 1994 and 1997. Dr. Naomi Ngirwa was appointed as a member of the Irish
Aid Expert Advisory Group in October 2011. At the time of her appointment, Dr. Ngwira, who
holds a doctorate in Agricultural Economics from Michigan State University, was an Economist
Consultant with the Institute of Policy Research and Analysis in Malawi. Dr. Ngwira resigned
from the Expert Advisory Group in late 2012 to take up her role as Deputy Governor of the
Malawi Central Bank. Of the nine new appointments made by me, three were publicised. The
remaining new appointments which are to specialist advisory committees, were made following
consultation within the relevant sectors.
EU Presidency Priorities

19/02/2013WRF01450

201. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the main priorities for Ireland during the Irish Presidency of the EU Council; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8128/13]
19/02/2013WRF01500

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): During our Presidency, the Irish Government is focusing on measures to restore Europe’s financial
stability, stimulate sustainable economic growth and, above all, to promote jobs. Ireland’s
Presidency agenda reflects very closely our domestic priorities. The opening phase of Ireland’s
Presidency of the Council of the EU is now over. Our Presidency Programme “for Stability,
Jobs and Growth” has been well received and work is now well under way to deliver on Ireland’s key Presidency priorities. The Presidency has actively supported the President of the European Council in securing agreement on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) which
is essential to underpin Europe’s economic recovery, future growth and social cohesion. We
are engaging intensively with the European Parliament in order to secure its formal assent to
the MFF regulation and accompanying Inter-Institutional Agreement. We will be chairing discussions on almost 70 separate sectoral regulations (including on Common Agricultural Policy
reform) related to the MFF proposal and negotiating their passage through the Parliament.
19/02/2013WRF01600

One of the most pressing problems in Europe today is high level of unemployment, in particular of young people. Ireland’s Presidency has placed the spotlight on youth unemployment
and is taking the necessary measures to secure significant progress on related legislative dossiers such as the youth employment and social investment packages and the youth guarantee
file. We will be seeking to make good progress in this area at the Employment and Social Affairs Council at the end of February. External trade is also a key driver for jobs and growth.
This is why Ireland’s Presidency is focusing substantively on the EU external trade agenda, in
particular EU-US relations and with the rapidly growing markets in Asia. Recent statements
by the President of the United States and by EU leaders have given us an additional impetus for
working on a mandate necessary for launching negotiations on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership with the United States.
Ireland is seeking to manage the effective implementation of economic governance measures that have been agreed at EU level, in particular the European Semester process of budgetary and economic co-ordination, and the Banking Union proposals. In order to foster growth
and boost job creation across the Union, Ireland is paying special attention to unlocking the potential of the European Single Market and, in particular, of the Digital Agenda. The Presidency
is working to advance proposals on intellectual property, cyber-security, e-Signatures/e-Identification, Data Protection, web accessibility and high-speed broadband roll-out. Enlargement is
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also a high priority for our Presidency, seeing this not only as a historical responsibility but also
as fundamental for the peace and security of our continent. The Irish Government is continuously monitoring progress in fulfilling our Presidency Programme. We have had a good start
but there is a lot of work ahead. During our Presidency, we are strongly committed to achieving
tangible results for our citizens.
Questions Nos. 202 and 203 answered with Question No. 200.
Foreign Conflicts

19/02/2013WRF01750

204. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will report on the most recent discussions in relation to Mali at the European Foreign Affairs Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8194/13]
19/02/2013WRF01800

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The
situation in Mali has been discussed at all recent meetings of the EU Foreign Affairs Council,
most recently at the Council meeting I attended in Brussels yesterday. The Council yesterday
adopted comprehensive conclusions which reaffirm the EU’s support for international efforts to
support stabilisation in Mali and to counter the threat of terrorism. Recognising that the issues
in Mali cannot be addressed by military means alone, Ministers emphasised the importance
of progress on the political track and especially the implementation of the transition roadmap
which has been agreed by the Malian Government and Parliament. In particular, EU Ministers have underlined the preparations for the free and fair elections that are scheduled to take
place before the end of July, and the establishment of a National Commission for Dialogue and
Reconciliation in Mali. The Council stressed the importance of international co-ordination on
Mali and welcomed the outcomes of the meeting of the Support and Follow-Up Group which
took place in Brussels on 5 February, at which the Minister of State for Trade and Development
represented Ireland as part of our Presidency of the EU.
19/02/2013WRF01900

Following the discussion on the resumption of development assistance to Mali, which took
place at the informal meeting of EU Development Ministers in Dublin on 12 February, the
Council welcomed the gradual resumption of EU development aid, within the framework of
a “State-Building Contract”, linked to implementation of the transition roadmap. I am particularly concerned at the impact of the crisis on the civilian population of Mali, which was
addressed by the Council yesterday, with particular emphasis on the plight of refugees and
displaced persons. The Council also addressed reports of human rights violations in Mali. The
EU’s commitment of support for the deployment of human rights monitors in the country is an
important development. In our discussions on Mali, the Council reviewed progress on the deployment of the EU Training Mission in Mali and reaffirmed the EU’s support for the efforts of
the African Union and the regional authorities to put in place the African-led force, AFISMA.
We also discussed the broader regional dimensions of the crisis and underlined the importance
of the EU’s Sahel Strategy and the appointment of an EU Special Representative for the Sahel.
Foreign Conflicts

19/02/2013WRF01950

205. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if the recent Foreign Affairs EU Council extended the EU sanctions package against Syria beyond the end of March; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8196/13]
19/02/2013WRF02000

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since
the crisis first erupted almost two years ago, the EU has been prompt in adopting a wide range
19/02/2013WRF02100
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of restrictive measures targeted against the Assad regime and its supporters to compel them
to stop their brutal crackdown and engage in an inclusive process of national dialogue aiming
for transition and reform within Syria. EU sanctions include a series of individual listings as
well as restrictions on goods and services, including an oil and arms embargo. The Foreign Affairs Council at the end of November renewed the EU sanctions package for a period of three
months, allowing a comprehensive review of all applicable sanctions and restrictive measures
to take place before they expire at the end of February. The Foreign Affairs Council on 18 February devoted considerable attention to reviewing the existing sanctions regime and assessing
how to further apply pressure against the Syrian authorities given their continuous campaign of
repression and violence. Along with my European colleagues, we had a thorough and comprehensive discussion on the range of options available and how EU sanctions can be used to best
effect to further the prospects for a political resolution of the conflict. I welcome the fact that
the Council was able to agree on renewing the full range of existing sanctions for a further period of three months. The Council also agreed an amendment to the sanctions regime to allow
for the provision of non-lethal support and technical assistance for the protection of civilians.
Nuclear Proliferation

19/02/2013WRF02150

206. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will be represented at the forthcoming International Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons, to be held on 4-5 March in Oslo. [8233/13]
19/02/2013WRF02200

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I welcome and strongly support the initiative by the Norwegian Government to host an International
Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons. I believe this conference - and,
indeed, the discussion on this topic more generally - will help to highlight the calamitous, unmanageable and immoral implications of any use, whether accidental or deliberate, of nuclear
weapons. It will also help to demonstrate again that the possession of nuclear weapons entails
unacceptable risks and that there is no place for these weapons in defensive arsenals or security
postures. The Deputy may be aware that there was discussion of the humanitarian dimension of
nuclear disarmament at the 2010 Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), which expressed its “deep concern at the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of
any use of nuclear weapons” and reaffirmed “the need for all States at all times to comply with
applicable international law, including international humanitarian law”.
19/02/2013WRF02300

When the preparatory process towards the next (2015) NPT Review Conference commenced
in Vienna last May, Switzerland sought to generate discussion around this topic with a joint
statement on the humanitarian dimension of nuclear disarmament, which it delivered on behalf
of 16 states. It delivered the same statement to the 67th UN General Assembly First Committee
meeting in October on behalf of 34 states. Ireland was involved with both statements from the
outset and we are associated by name with them. I can confirm to the Deputy that Ireland will
participate actively in the Oslo Conference. Last December I was invited by my Norwegian
counterpart to nominate Irish representatives at senior official and expert level to participate
in the conference. The Director for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation in the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade will attend on my behalf. Our Permanent Mission to the United Nations in Geneva, which covers disarmament issues, will also be represented. We are consulting
other interested Government Departments to establish how best we might frame a constructive
contribution to the discussion in Oslo. The conference will be preceded by a civil society meeting, organised by the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), which will
debate the same topic. A contingent of NGOs from the civil society meeting will then participate in the official conference. I believe civil society has an extremely important role to play
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in raising awareness about this important issue and contributing to debate. I hope Irish civil
society will be able to feed into the useful and timely discussion that is emerging. Ireland has
an established track record of support for efforts to promote nuclear disarmament. I assure the
Deputy that it is my intention that we will continue to participate actively in these efforts.
Overseas Development Aid Oversight

19/02/2013WRG00150

207. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
amount of foreign aid that has been paid to Uganda and Syria and if there are any plans to alter
these arrangements. [8242/13]
19/02/2013WRG00200

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Over
the past 5 years, Ireland has allocated over €196 million in aid to Uganda through our aid programme, including through civil society organisations. This aid is working. Since commencing
our work in Uganda in 1994, we have witnessed huge improvements in the quality of life for
the Ugandan people. Peace has returned to most of the country after generations of war. There
are now 8.3 million pupils in primary schools compared to 2.5 million 15 years ago. The HIV
prevalence rate has been reduced dramatically from 18% in the 1990s to just over 6% today.
Poverty has more than halved over the last two decades. These are real achievements, which
have been made possible with the support of donors such as Ireland. Following the fraud at the
Office of the Prime Minister in 2012 which involved the loss of €4 million in Irish Aid funds,
the Government suspended all aid provided directly through Ugandan Government systems
amounting to €16 million. As the Deputy will be aware, the Government of Uganda has since
refunded the €4 million to Ireland. Ireland has made it clear to the Ugandan Authorities that no
Irish Aid support will be channelled directly through Government systems until there has been
sufficient follow up to the fraud and until we are satisfied with appropriate assurances from
the Ugandan Government around its internal financial systems. We will continue to work with
other development partners and directly with the Ugandan Government to assess progress in
this regard.
19/02/2013WRG00300

An interim development cooperation programme for Uganda in 2013 is under consideration.
This will be a smaller programme compared to recent years involving support to programmes
managed through non-government partners. Most of these are a continuation of existing programmes and commitments in education, HIV/AIDS, governance and social protection. Consideration is also being given to providing direct support to important oversight institutions such
as the Office of the Auditor General. Over the course of this year, options will be considered for
a longer term strategic approach to the development cooperation programme in Uganda.
The Syrian conflict is now almost two years old. In excess of 60,000 people have been killed
in the conflict, which has seen the indiscriminate targeting of civilians and residential areas, as
well as humanitarian and medical actors. With more than 820,000 individuals having fled the
desperate situation in the country, the majority of whom are women and children, neighbouring
countries have shown great generosity but also endured great strain in hosting those in need.
Ireland has responded promptly and generously, both within Syria and in the neighbouring
countries most affected by the humanitarian crisis.
As early as March 2012, the Government began providing emergency assistance through
partner agencies on the ground, and to date, our total contribution stands at €7.1 million. This
includes the recent pledge of €4.7 million made at the High Level Donor Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait City on 30 January 2013 attended by Minister of State for Trade and
Development, Joe Costello, T.D. Delivered through key UN partners, trusted NGOs and the
International Committee of the Red Cross, this support is helping to address the pressing medi195
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cal and food needs of those requiring life-saving assistance. Ireland’s contribution also includes
supplies of non-food items from our stocks in Dubai through our Rapid Response Initiative.
Into the future we will continue to monitor the situation so that we can review the effectiveness
of our contribution and assess how, within our means, we may be able to further respond to
humanitarian needs within the region.
Holding the Presidency of the European Council, Ireland is striving to build momentum
behind international efforts to ease the terrible humanitarian burden faced by the Syrian people,
emphasising the need for all parties to the conflict to facilitate humanitarian access and aid
delivery to the people in need, to ensure the neutrality of humanitarian aid and to abide by International Humanitarian Law. Ireland is using the EU Presidency to call on all donors to fulfil
pledges made, in coordination with the UN and in full respect of humanitarian principles.
Diplomatic Representation Issues

19/02/2013WRG00350

208. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the reinstatement of Villa Spada
as Ireland’s Vatican Embassy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8289/13]
19/02/2013WRG00400

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As I
have stated consistently, the decision to close the resident Embassy to the Holy See will not
be reversed in the immediate term. However, in the context of the budgetary situation, I will
continue to review the deployment of our diplomatic resources overseas. The Villa Spada is
now the location of our Embassy to the Italian Republic. Any discussions with the Holy See on
arrangements whereby it might be possible to re-establish a resident Embassy at a future date
are best conducted in confidence.
19/02/2013WRG00500

Human Rights Issues

19/02/2013WRG00550

209. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if his attention has been drawn to the reports that hundreds of families have been forcibly
evicted from two makeshift camps in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, namely around 600 families from
Camp Place Sainte-Anne and about 84 families from another camp called Fanm Koperative;
if his attention has been further drawn to concerns raised by Amnesty International that these
residents, and others in displacement camps, continue to be forcibly evicted in contravention
of international human rights standards; if he will raise the matter with his counterpart in Haiti;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8292/13]
19/02/2013WRG00600

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello): I am aware of recent reports of forced evictions of nearly seven hundred families from two
makeshift camps in Port-au-Prince. On 22 January, the third anniversary of Haiti’s devastating
earthquake. It has been reported that police officers forcibly evicted around six hundred families from Camp Place Sainte-Anne in the municipality of Port-au-Prince. Ten days later another
eighty-four families were reportedly evicted from Camp Fanm Koperativ. In both cases agencies on the ground say that there was little or no notice of the eviction before their shelters were
destroyed.
19/02/2013WRG00700

Amnesty International has called on the authorities to stop all illegal and violent evictions
of people living in make-shift camps and to take meaningful steps to provide them with appropriate housing. Ireland supports these calls to halt illegal and violent evictions and to identify
durable housing solutions for the displaced in Haiti.
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While over 75% of the 1.5 million Haitians displaced by the earthquake have successfully
returned to their homes or have received assistance to relocate, the situation of the 358,000 people still remaining in camps must be addressed in a dignified and sustainable way as a matter of
urgency through the identification and provision of durable housing solutions for the displaced
people. At the EU-CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) Summit of
Heads of State and Government that took place last month in Chile, the Tánaiste and Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade met with the President of Haiti, H.E. Michel Martelly. They discussed the challenges facing Haiti, with a particular focus on the provision of durable housing
for the Internally Displaced population. The Tánaiste was briefed by President Martelly on
progress to date, as well as on the Haitian Government’s strong commitment to providing those
who are still in camps with appropriate housing solutions.
The Haiti Humanitarian Action Plan identifies shelter as a top priority requiring assistance
of $46 million. Since the earthquake in Haiti over three years ago, Ireland’s response to the humanitarian needs has been significant and sustained. In 2010 Ireland pledged funding of €13m
for Haiti for the period 2010-2012. This pledge has now been exceeded, and to date, €13.9 million in funding has been disbursed. This funding has focused on the most vulnerable and the
most pressing needs, including emergency shelter and reconstruction. The Tánaiste availed of
the opportunity of his recent meeting with President Martelly to assure him that Haiti remains
a priority for Ireland in terms of humanitarian engagement. It is anticipated that Ireland will
provide additional funding to Haiti in 2013 in order to continue our support for the rehabilitation and reconstruction process.
The reconstruction and provision of institutional support for Haiti is also a priority for the
European Union which to date has provided €213 million in humanitarian assistance to the
country, including an additional €30.5 million allocated in January to help those still homeless
as a result of the earthquake, cholera victims and those badly affected by Hurricane Sandy. The
Reconstruction of Haiti is one of the five core areas identified for closer cooperation in the recently adopted Joint Caribbean – EU Partnership Strategy.
International Relations

19/02/2013WRG00750

210. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will outline Ireland and the EU’s current relations with the Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia; if he will outline current developments here and the EU’s relations
with Ukraine and on the continuing imprisonment of Ms.Yulia Tymoshenko former Ukrainian
Prime Minister; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8410/13]
19/02/2013WRG00800

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The
Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan was launched in January 2010, and a Single
Economic Space, based on a set of agreements covering subjects from the coordination of
macroeconomic and fiscal policies to labour migration and technical regulation, became operational in January 2012. The Presidents of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan have declared their
intention to form a Eurasian Economic Union by 2015. The EU endorses regional economic
integration processes that are based on voluntary association and that are consistent with WTO
commitments. Russia is the EU’s third biggest trade partner, and the EU will continue to work
with Russia to advance mutually beneficial economic cooperation.
19/02/2013WRG00900

The EU wishes to conclude a New Agreement with Russia that would preferably contain
strong trade and investment provisions. It recognises the emerging political reality of the Customs Union although, given the non-WTO membership of Kazakhstan and Belarus, it could
only conclude a free trade agreement with the Russian Federation.
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In common with its EU partners, Ireland sees the value in closer relations between the EU
and Ukraine and believes that the conclusion of the EU’s Association Agreement with Ukraine
will benefit both parties in political and economic terms, and in enhanced people-to-people
contacts. However, the EU has stated clearly the areas of concern which Ukraine would need to
address convincingly to enable progress to be made towards signature of the Association Agreement. This message will be reiterated at the EU-Ukraine Summit on 25 February.
On the specific case of Ms Yulia Tymoshenko, this remains a matter of deep concern to Ireland and to its EU partners. I refer the Deputy to my reply to the Dáil on this matter on 16 January. In common with our EU partners, we will continue to monitor developments in regard to
this case. The EU has continually impressed on the Ukrainian authorities that progress towards
the signature and ratification of the EU’s Association Agreement with Ukraine would require it
to address, among other issues, the question of politically motivated convictions . The Conclusions adopted by EU Ministers at the Foreign Affairs Council last December called on Ukraine
to demonstrate ‘determined action and tangible progress’ in three areas of concern, including
that of selective justice. Ireland strongly supported this stance.
Consular Services Representations
211. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the reason an Irish citizen (details supplied) is still being detained in Sri Lanka; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8684/13]
19/02/2013WRG01000

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As the
Deputy will be aware from previous responses to questions in relation to the person named my
officials remain in close and direct contact with the person’s wife and family and they liaise
directly with her on all developments in his case. The Ambassador and officers in the Embassy
in New Delhi, which is accredited to Sri Lanka, and the Honorary Consul of Ireland Office in
Colombo have also been very active in this difficult case.
19/02/2013WRG01100

The person named by the Deputy has been detained in Sri Lanka since 5 September 2007.
No charge was brought against him until 29 January 2013. I am informed that at his trial on
that date a sentence of one month was imposed on him. Subsequently, he was informed that he
would be released on Tuesday, 12 February 2013. Based on this information his family made
flight arrangements for him to return to Ireland. Officials from the Honorary Consulate attended the prison on 12 February to be present on his release and to offer any possible consular
assistance. They were informed that the release would not go ahead and that 4 charges would
be brought him.
I am personally very concerned about this latest development and especially by the sudden
manner by which his release was revoked. I have written to the Minister for External Affairs
expressing in the strongest possible terms my disappointment and concern at the latest developments in this case and asking that the Minister act to ensure that all possible due process of law
is afforded to the person named by the Deputy. Arrangements have been made for our Ambassador in New Delhi to travel to Sri Lanka next Wednesday, 20 February in order that he may pay
a prison visit to him. The Ambassador also requested a meeting with the Sri Lankan Minister for
External Affairs and he will personally deliver my letter to the Minister.
I can assure the Deputy that all possible consular assistance will continue to be provided in
this very difficult case and that my officials will continue to liaise with the family of the person
named by the Deputy.
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Overseas Development Aid Oversight

19/02/2013WRG01150

212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding Irish aid; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8768/13]
19/02/2013WRG01200

214. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding Irish aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8827/13]
19/02/2013WRG01300

215. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the steps being taken to ensure that human and civil rights are protected in countries receiving
overseas development aid from Ireland; if he will consider establishing multi stakeholder independent review mechanisms in priority countries to assess the effectiveness of Government
systems when it comes to preventing or dealing with threats against civil society campaigning
and advocacy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8828/13]
19/02/2013WRG01400

216. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will support Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign for Safe Places for Communities (details
supplied). [8889/13]
19/02/2013WRG01500

218. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the proposals there are to introduce as a condition of funding under overseas development aid
that recipient countries should provide adequately for civil society space as outlined in a document (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8906/13]
19/02/2013WRG01600

220. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will ensure that Irish Aid, through funding and diplomacy, will guarantee safe spaces for
community organisations, leaders and local people to advocate for their rights in Irish Aid’s priority countries; if he will establish independent review mechanisms to assess the effectiveness
of Government systems when it comes to preventing or dealing with threats against civil society
space; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8975/13]
19/02/2013WRG01700

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212, 214 to 216, inclusive, 218 and 220 together.
19/02/2013WRG01800

I welcome the focus of this year’s Trócaire Lenten Campaign on the rights of citizens and
community organisations to participate in and influence decisions that affect their lives. Civil
society organisations play an important role in bringing citizens together to act collectively and
participate in the development of their own countries and communities. They have a strong role
to play in demanding better services from the state and holding governments to account.
In some developing countries, civil society organisations have come under increasing pressure in recent years as they seek to play their legitimate role in society. In these countries,
dialogue with civil society organisations is limited and the space for civil society engagement
remains narrow or is, in some cases, shrinking. This can severely limit the operations and effectiveness of organisations, notably those working on human rights and advocacy.
Ireland has a long tradition of supporting civil society engagement. Through the Government’s aid programme, we work to protect the space in which civil society organisations operate, and to foster an enabling environment for the work. We channel a higher proportion of our
development assistance through civil society organisations than other international donors. Of
Ireland’s total aid budget of €623 million this year, about a quarter will be channelled through
civil society organisations to support their valuable work in, for example, improving access
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to health care and education, supporting livelihoods, and strengthening accountability, governance and democracy. Trócaire and a number of other organisations, such as, Christian Aid and
Frontline Defenders, is specifically funded by my Department to promote and facilitate strong
civil society engagement across a range of countries.
In Ireland’s nine partner countries, where we have a commitment to long term strategic
assistance, we also provide funding to local civil society organisations. This enables their
participation at local and national levels of decision-making and their work for the fulfilment
of human rights, especially for the most vulnerable. Ireland’s partnerships in these countries
are founded on respect for human rights, and we will continue to emphasise in our dialogue
with partner governments that it is essential to ensure the role of civil society organisations is
enhanced.
Internationally, we have agreed, by signing up to the 2011 Busan Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, to implement fully our commitments to enable civil society
organisations to exercise their role as independent development actors. At the meeting of Development Ministers under the EU Foreign Affairs Council, which I attended in Luxembourg
in October last, I gave strong support to new Conclusions on Europe’s engagement with civil
society. These commit Member States “to support and promote an enabling environment for an
independent, pluralistic and active civil society in partner countries”.
The EU will work to improve our dialogue with civil society organisations on the ground,
and to continue close monitoring of legislation, regulations and other restrictions on the operation of civil society organisations in our partner countries.
Ireland’s membership of the UN Human Rights Council presents a valuable opportunity to
make a meaningful contribution to the promotion and protection of an enabling environment for
civil society. We intend to advance this issue during our term on the Council, building on a successful meeting on consolidating the space for civil society which Ireland organised during the
September 2012 Human Rights Council session. Ireland is also championing the UN Universal
Periodic Review mechanism which reviews all member states’ human rights records, including
the treatment of civil society actors and human rights defenders.
The Government will continue to promote civil society-led initiatives and to support other
arrangements at national and international level to promote and monitor an enabling environment for civil society organisations.
Passport Applications

19/02/2013WRG01850

213. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will consider issuing a new passport to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 18; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8797/13]
19/02/2013WRG01900

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The
Passport Service has no record of a new application on behalf of the persons named. It is therefore not possible to make a statement on whether a new passport can issue at this time.
19/02/2013WRG02000

Questions Nos. 214 to 216, inclusive, answered with Question No. 212.
Illegal Dumping

19/02/2013WRG02075

217. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and

19/02/2013WRG02100
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Trade if he will provide an update in rendition flights going through Shannon Airport. [8890/13]
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ireland has not permitted, does not permit and will not permit the use of Shannon Airport for the
practice of extraordinary rendition. The Government’s complete opposition to this practice is
reflected in the Programme for Government, which states that ‘we will enforce the prohibition
on the use of Irish airspace, airports and related facilities for purposes not in line with international law’.
19/02/2013WRG02200

In this context, should anyone have evidence to suggest that any person subject to extraordinary rendition has transited through an Irish airport, this evidence should be made available
to An Garda Síochána so that an investigation can take place.
Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 212.
Human Rights Issues

19/02/2013WRG02275

219. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Trade in view of the fact that Israel is in breach of the human rights clause (Article II) of
the Euro Mediterranean Association Agreement which states that respect for human rights and
democratic principles are an essential element of the treaty, if he will now call for the suspension of Israel from the Euro Mediterranean Association Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8970/13]
19/02/2013WRG02300

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Article 2 of the EU-Israel Association Agreement states that respect for human rights and democratic principles are an essential element of the Agreement. This is an important clause which
has been included at the EU’s insistence in all the Association Agreements with neighbouring
states. It puts human rights clearly on the table as a matter for mutual concern and discussion.
This obviates the argument of many states that human rights are a purely domestic issue and
establishes the EU’s right to raise these issues in the structures established by the Association
Agreement for that purpose.
19/02/2013WRG02400

It is the EU which has sought to formalise relations with its neighbours in the form of these
Agreements. The Agreements themselves make plain that human rights concerns are understood to exist in relation to Association partners and it provides for dialogue to address these.
Such dialogue on human rights issues is actively pursued within the current structures of the
EU-Israel Association Agreement. No EU member State, including Ireland, has considered that
the existence of unresolved human rights problems in itself makes the Agreement invalid. If
this were the case, then probably all of the Association Agreements, which the EU has painstakingly put in place, would have to be abandoned.
There is no provision in the EU-Israel Association Agreement for its suspension. Instead,
the Agreement provides for disagreements over its implementation to be raised at the annual
Association Council. There would be no support whatever at EU level for the suspension or
cancellation of this Agreement.
Question No. 220 answered with Question No. 212.
UK Referendum on EU Membership

19/02/2013WRG02475

19/02/2013WRG02500

221. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
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Trade his views regarding the possibility of a referendum being held in Britain on their future
membership of the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2396/13]
223. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade his views on the effect of Britain opting out of the EU; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [5096/13]
19/02/2013WRG02600

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose to take Questions Nos. 221 and 223 together.
19/02/2013WRG02700

The UK’s relationship with the European Union is of course a matter, in the first instance,
for its Government and people. Any question of a referendum is therefore a matter for the
Government and people of the UK. I would, however, hope to see it continue to play a full and
active part in the EU into the future.
In common with all Member States, the UK gains significantly from its membership of the
European Union, not least through free access to a Single Market of more than half a billion
people. At the same time, the UK also makes a valued contribution to our Union. The EU is,
without a doubt, stronger for having the UK as a Member State and I believe that the UK would
continue to be better served as a member of the EU rather than opting-out.
Nationally, our excellent bilateral relations with the UK are reflected in our close working
relationship with them in an EU context, not least on the range of issues on which we are likeminded, such as exploring the considerable opportunities presented by the Single Market and
the EU’s ambitious trade agenda.
G8 Summits

19/02/2013WRG02750

222. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if his attention has been drawn to any diplomatic concerns raised over the proposed venue
in Northern Ireland for the future G8 Summit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[2301/13]
19/02/2013WRG02800

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I welcomed the announcement by Prime Minister Cameron last November that Enniskillen in County Fermanagh would be the venue for the G8 summit. The announcement has also been warmly
welcomed by political leaders in Northern Ireland. The summit will be the biggest international
diplomatic gathering to be held in Northern Ireland and underlines the ongoing progress of
the peace process. The summit will also help to promote Ireland internationally in this year of
the Gathering. No diplomatic concerns have been raised with me with regard to the proposed
venue for the G8 summit next June.
19/02/2013WRG02900

Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 221.
Boston College Archives

19/02/2013WRG02975

224. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he has received any representations in relation to the Boston College papers; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [5087/13]
19/02/2013WRG03000

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Boston
College has a long history of positive support for, and engagement in, the field of Irish Studies.
19/02/2013WRG03100
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It has played an important role in recording the history of Northern Ireland and the peace process which will be of ongoing value to historians and the study of conflict resolution. In March
2011 the British Government, acting on behalf of the Police Service of Northern Ireland, initiated proceedings with the US Department of Justice under the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty
between the two countries for the release of archived interviews held in Boston College. The
archives are part of the Belfast Project, an oral history of Republican and Loyalist paramilitaries
compiled by Mr McIntyre and Mr Moloney and deposited in the Burns Library at the College
. Some of those whose testimony is included in the project have since died, including Dolores
Price who passed away in recent months.
Legal challenges were launched by Boston College, and separately by Mr MacIntyre and
Mr Moloney, to prevent the release of the material. In December 2011, these challenges were
dismissed by US District Court Judge William Young. Further legal efforts by Mr MacIntyre
and Mr Moloney were made but on 6 July, the US Federal Court of Appeal turned down their
appeal.
The court ruling means that the archived material must be handed over by Boston College to
the US authorities for onward transmission to their British counterparts. However Mr Moloney
and Mr McIntyre are considering a motion for a re-hearing of the case. They also continue to
keep their legal options open in the Belfast Courts.
Officials of my Department will continue to closely monitor any further developments.
Undocumented Irish in the USA

19/02/2013WRG03150

225. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
his views on meeting groups representing the undocumented Irish when he is in Washington,
USA, in March; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6832/13]
19/02/2013WRG03200

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The
welfare of the Irish abroad in general and especially the position of undocumented Irish immigrants in the United States remains an important priority for the Government. A resolution
of the situation for undocumented Irish migrants will continue to be an important priority for
the Government in our ongoing contacts with the US Administration and Congress. This issue will remain a central feature of the Government’s engagement with the US authorities over
the St Patrick’s day period, and my programme and that of other members of the Government,
while not yet finalised, will include meetings with key political figures and the Irish community groups that provide assistance to the undocumented. The advice of Ireland’s friends and
contacts within the US Administration and Congress has long been that comprehensive reform
of the US immigration system and procedures is likely to be the only manner by which such a
resolution can be achieved. The prospects for such reform have advanced in the wake of President Obama’s re-election. The emphasis he placed on immigration reform in his inauguration
address as well as in subsequent speeches, including the State of the Union address, sent a very
positive signal in this regard. The indications of emerging bipartisan support for reform in Congress is also encouraging. Much further debate and discussion is likely to be required within the
US political system before the shape of any legislative deal is clear. It is therefore not possible
at this stage to identify an exact timescale in which these may become clear but the area will
continue to receive the Government’s close attention over the period ahead.
19/02/2013WRG03300

EU Presidency Priorities

19/02/2013WRG03350
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226. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will report on his meeting with the College of Commissioners in Dublin Castle on 10 January. [2389/13]
19/02/2013WRG03400

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The
visit to Dublin by President Barroso and the College of Commissioners on 10 January was an
important opportunity for the Irish Presidency to outline its priorities and to consult with the
Commission on how best these could be advanced. The visit opened with a plenary meeting
between the Government and the College which confirmed a high level of support for the Presidency priorities of Stability, Jobs and Growth, and for the specific measures we are advancing
to realise those objectives.
19/02/2013WRG03500

At the meeting I spoke about the urgent need for action by the EU on tackling youth unemployment and the priorities set out in the Irish Presidency programme to address the issue
including the Youth Employment Package and the Youth Guarantee, improved skills and training and removing barriers to worker mobility. I also highlighted the prospects for job creation in
policy areas such as the Single Market, Digital Single Market and the research and innovation
sector which the Irish Presidency is prioritising. As Chairman of the General Affairs Council
I spoke about the urgent need to reach a decision of an adequately funded budget for the EU
from 2014-2020 (Multiannual Financial Framework/MFF) to underpin economic recovery and
job creation. I also outlined the Presidency’s objectives in relation to the PEACE programme,
developing new markets for the EU’s exporters through enhanced foreign trade agreements. I
highlighted the issue of EU-US Trade at that time and we are very satisfied to now see that work
underway.
On the external relations agenda facing the Union I undertook to give full support to the
work of HRVP Ashton and indicated that the Irish Presidency priorities would include human
rights, development aid and enlargement.
Following the plenary, Ministers met with their Commission counterparts in a number of
smaller thematic meetings to review and discuss policy aspects of the Irish Presidency programme in greater detail. As chair of the General Affairs Council I met with Commissioners
Almunia, Rehn, Lewandowski. Šefčovič, and Hahn with Ministers Noonan and Howlin. The
issues discussed included the need for a timely deal on the MFF, to allow the Irish Presidency
to seek agreement on the range of programmes of the Union that will create stability and drive
growth and job creation in Europe for the remainder of the decade. We also exchanged views
on the related issue of cohesion funding. We discussed the Presidency’s objectives in relation
to the Banking Union and the agenda of the Economic and Financial Affairs Council and the
broader Presidency growth agenda.
Northern Ireland Issues
227. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he raised the issue of the murder of human rights solicitor Pat Finucane at the December
2012 EU summit or in any of the bilateral meetings he held on the margins of the EU summit.
[2332/13]
19/02/2013WRG03600

230. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he has been in contact with the British Secretary of State Theresa Villiers in relation to the recent publication of the De Silva Report into the murder of human rights solicitor Pat Finucane.
[2325/13]
19/02/2013WRG03700
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Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose to take Questions Nos. 227 and 230 together.
19/02/2013WRG03800

The Irish Government continues to seek an independent public inquiry into the murder of
Pat Finucane as committed to in the Weston Park Agreement; on the basis of the findings of
Judge Cory on the likelihood of state collusion. The work undertaken by Desmond De Silva QC
can facilitate this, in my opinion, by helping ensure that an independent public inquiry need not
be lengthy, open-ended and inordinately expensive. As I said at the time, we must build on the
progress made thus far.
I did not attend the EU Heads of State and Government Summit in December 2012, however, in my contacts with Secretary of State Villiers following the publication, I made clear that
the Irish Government will continue to seek an independent public inquiry. The Taoiseach also
conveyed this directly to Prime Minister Cameron. I will continue to set out the case with the
Secretary of State for full implementation of the Weston Park Agreement.
Foreign Conflicts

19/02/2013WRG03850

228. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he raised the issue of the conflict in the middle east at the EU summit in December 2012.
[2333/13]
19/02/2013WRG03900

229. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he raised the issue of illegal Israeli settlement building at the EU summit in December 2012.
[2334/13]
19/02/2013WRG04000

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose to take Questions Nos. 228 and 229 together.
19/02/2013WRG04100

The conflict in the Middle East was discussed in the Foreign Affairs Council on 10 December 2012 and again at the 18 February meeting of the Council.
Because of its wide and destructive implications for the Middle East peace process, the
settlements issue almost invariably arises in discussions of this conflict. Ireland has been
particularly to the fore in focussing attention on this issue and in pressing for stronger EU and
international action on it. I have consistently stressed the importance I attach to this matter,
both here in the House and at EU level.
The December Foreign Affairs Council adopted Conclusions on the Middle East which included the following statement on settlements:
“The European Union is deeply dismayed by and strongly opposes Israeli plans to
expand settlements in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, and in particular
plans to develop the E1 area. The E1 plan, if implemented, would seriously undermine
the prospects of a negotiated resolution of the conflict by jeopardizing the possibilty of
a contiguous and viable Palestinian state and of Jerusalem as the future capital of two
states. It could also entail forced transfer of civilian population. In the light of its core
objective of achieving the two-state solution, the EU will closely monitor the situation
and its broader implications, and act accordingly. The European Union reiterates that
settlements are illegal under international law and constitute an obstacle to peace.”
The focus of discussion at this week’s meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council was on the
overall political process, particularly following the re-election of President Obama, the appoint205
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ment of the new US Secretary of State, John Kerry, and the recent Israeli election. I discussed
with my colleagues the prospects for restarting the negotiations track, and in particular how we
might encourage the new US team to give a priority to making progress on the MEPP.
Question No. 230 answered with Question No. 227.
Northern Ireland Issues

19/02/2013WRH00250

231. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the contacts he has had with the British Prime Minister in relation to securing progress on a Bill
of Rights for Northern Ireland. [2328/13]
19/02/2013WRH00300

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The
Government remains firmly committed to ensuring the full and effective implementation of
the Good Friday Agreement, including the provision relating to a Bill of Rights for Northern
Ireland. The Good Friday Agreement sets out that a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland would
include rights reflecting the principles of mutual respect for the identity and ethos of both communities and parity of esteem, alongside the rights contained in the European Convention on
Human Rights. A Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland drawn up by agreement between the main
parties of the Assembly could set out precisely and formally the rights upon which a shared
future for the people of Northern Ireland can be based. I would urge all the parties in the Assembly to engage in constructive discussion with a view to reaching agreement on the substance
of a Bill of Rights.
19/02/2013WRH00400

In contact with the British administration, we continue to stress the importance of ensuring that a Bill of Rights, for Northern Ireland which takes account of the separate and specific
context of Northern Ireland. We will continue to engage with the British Government on this
issue, which is one of a number of areas where full implementation of the Good Friday Agreement has yet to be achieved.
Tobacco Smuggling

19/02/2013WRH00450

232. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to tackle the illegal
cigarette trading business, in particular the open selling of cigarettes in pedestrianised areas of
the city centre. [8234/13]
19/02/2013WRH00500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that combatting the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a very high priority
for them. The Commissioners’ “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-2013)”,
which is published on the Revenue website (www.revenue.ie), includes a wide range of measures designed to target those engaged in the supply and sale of illicit tobacco products and very
significant resources will be devoted to this issue in 2013. This multi-faceted strategy includes:
19/02/2013WRH00600

- the ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem,
- developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis,
- the ongoing review of operational policies by a high-level group within Revenue that is
chaired by one of the Commissioners personally,
- the development of analytics and detection technologies, and
- the optimum deployment of resources at both point of importation and within the country
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to intercept and seize contraband products and to prosecute those involved.
As regards Dublin city centre, Revenue actively monitors the illegal tobacco trade and has
identified certain areas as particular black spots for the sale of illicit tobacco products. Revenue
is currently engaged in an ongoing range of measures targeting those involved. Officers routinely conduct high visibility patrols aimed at disrupting the sale and supply of tobacco products
in areas in question. In November 2012, Revenue increased the number of patrols in the areas
concerned. Revenue’s presence in these areas has also been bolstered by the deployment of
both the tobacco dog unit and marked vehicles during certain targeted operations. In 2012, 5
cases were referred for prosecution in relation to illegal trading in tobacco products in the city
centre. Revenue expects a number of further prosecutions for such cases to come before the
courts in 2013. Moreover, in tandem with ongoing high visibility patrols of the area, Revenue
personnel are actively engaged in covert surveillance and test purchasing for the purpose of
gathering intelligence with a view to identifying and prosecuting the suppliers of illicit tobacco
products in the areas concerned.
At a national level, interception of illicit tobacco products is achieved through a combination of risk analysis, profiling, intelligence and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and
postal packages. Revenue officers also target the illicit trade at the post-importation level by
carrying out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets and private and commercial premises.
Revenue works in close cooperation with other relevant agencies, both nationally and internationally. There is extensive cooperation between Revenue and An Garda Síochána. The relevant agencies in the State and in Northern Ireland work closely together, through a cross-border
group on tobacco enforcement, to combat the organized crime groups that are responsible for a
large proportion of the illegal tobacco market. In addition, cooperation takes place with other
Revenue administrations and with the European Anti-Fraud Office, OLAF, in the ongoing efforts to tackle the illicit trade in tobacco products at international level.
Considerable success has been achieved by Revenue in combating the illegal trade. Details
of the quantities of cigarettes seized each year since 2005 are set out in the following table.
Year
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Quantity of cigarettes seized (millions)
51.3
52.3
74.5
135.2
218.5
178.4
109.1
95.6

The quantity of cigarettes seized in a given year can be influenced significantly by the occurrence of a particularly large seizure or seizures. For example, the quantity of cigarettes seized
in 2009 includes one exceptional seizure of some 120 million cigarettes that were uncovered on
a vessel at Greenore, Co. Louth.
Moreover, the Revenue Commissioners have had considerable success in detecting and prosecuting persons involved in the illicit trade. For example, in 2012, there were 57 convictions
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for tobacco smuggling, resulting in 26 custodial sentences being handed down by the Courts (of
which 7 were suspended) as well as fines totalling €93,550. In addition, there were a further 75
convictions connected with the sale or keeping for sale of unstamped tobacco products, resulting in 21 custodial sentences (14 of which were suspended) as well as fines of €153,050.
Revenue is committed to ensuring that the highest possible levels of seizures of illicit products are achieved on an ongoing basis, and that those responsible for the smuggling, supply or
selling of illicit products are prosecuted, and will ensure that this work continues to have the
high priority that has been accorded to it to date.
Property Taxation Application

19/02/2013WRH00650

233. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the situation
regarding senior citizens complexes in Dublin City Council and the proposed property tax; and
if the council pays this property tax. [8361/13]
19/02/2013WRH00700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act
2012 provides that local authorities will be liable to pay the Local Property Tax (LPT) on their
properties in the same way as any other residential property owner, unless the properties are
used to accommodate people with special housing needs, such as the elderly and people with
disabilities. “Special housing needs” refers to the provision of housing and support for people
who have a particular need in addition to a general housing need to enable them to live in the
community. In relation to senior citizens’ complexes, a local authority would qualify for an
exemption from LPT, if it was providing some necessary support to these senior citizens in addition to the housing accommodation. Supports, in this context, would include, for example, an
on-site warden or support staff, on site communal facilities such as catering kitchen for preparing group meals, dining and recreation areas, laundry and alarm system. The Finance (Local
Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013, published on 13 February 2013, provides that, where
local authority owned properties are not exempt from LPT, for the first valuation period (up to
the end of 2016) the market value of each of these properties will be deemed to be €100,000
or less, which represents a LPT charge of €45 per property for 2013. It will be a matter for the
local authorities themselves whether they will pass on the LPT liability to their tenants in the
form of an increase in rent or whether they will absorb the liability without recourse to their
tenants. The Bill also provides that local authorities’ LPT liability for 2013 shall be payable
with their 2014 liability.
19/02/2013WRH00800

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they are liaising with the Department
of the Environment, Community and Local Government to establish how local authorities will
provide the Revenue Commissioners with information in relation to their LPT liability and the
timing and manner of the payment of this liability.

19/02/2013WRH00875

Tax Code

234. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce legislation to deal with the anomaly in relation to VAT legislation, that is preventing tenant purchase
funding from being raised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8625/13]
19/02/2013WRH00900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy’s question refers to the ability of local authority tenants to access funding to cover the VAT-inclusive cost of
buying a local authority house where the transaction is liable to VAT. VAT is a European Union
wide tax governed by Council Directive 2006/112/EC and all Member States must ensure their
19/02/2013WRH01000
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domestic VAT legislation complies with this Directive. VAT legislation in Ireland in relation to
property disposals is in compliance with the VAT Directive and applies equally to local authorities and any other person dealing in property. It is not possible to disregard charging VAT on a
residential property because the purchase forms part of a local authority scheme.
Credit Availability

19/02/2013WRH01050

235. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he
has had discussions with the hotel industry with particular focus on the level of indebtedness
and the way in which this might affect the efficient operation of the sector; if any endeavours
have been made to identify the degree to which the lending institutions are willing to meet the
on-going or day to day credit requirements of the industry; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8893/13]
19/02/2013WRH01100

236. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he has studied the effect
of the withdrawal of a particular bank from this jurisdiction resulting in the creation of some
serious difficulties for the hotel sector; if he has had any discussions with the stakeholders in
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8894/13]
19/02/2013WRH01200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 235
and 236 together.
19/02/2013WRH01300

My officials and I meet with many stakeholders in relation to issues within the remit of my
Department and I can confirm that the issues of the level of indebtedness in the hotel sector and
credit availability to the sector have been brought to my attention.
The Government has imposed SME lending targets on the two domestic pillar banks for the
three calendar years, 2011 to 2013. Each bank was required to sanction lending of at least €3
billion in 2011, €3.5 billion last year and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facilities
to SMEs. Both banks have achieved their 2011 and 2012 targets.
The pillar banks are expected to lend to viable businesses in all sectors of the economy,
including the hotel sector, and to address the needs of SMEs in financial difficulty. The Credit
Review Office is available to assist businesses which have been refused credit. The withdrawal
of a particular bank from this country is regrettable because it reduces competition in the provision of credit to the economy. However, in his most recent quarterly report, the Credit Reviewer stated that
“I have observed no geographic region or trade sector being relatively adversely affected by
this contraction in these two banks. This may be due to restructuring their own legacy books
and refinancing other banks’ lending as the Central Bank reports show contraction in drawdowns in some sectors such as hospitality and retail.”
The Credit Review Office is currently overturning 55% of the refusal decisions referred to
them and anyone who has been refused credit by the banks should avail of the services of the
Office.
Last month, the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) announced investment commitments in a suite of three new long-term funds which will provide equity, credit and restructuring
/ recovery investment for Irish SMEs and mid-sized corporates. The NPRF is also currently
reviewing additional SME funding opportunities that would complement these commitments,
with the objective that the eventual suite of funds would have the capacity to invest across the
full spectrum of SME financing needs. The NPRF specifically stated that its SME Credit Fund
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may acquire and refinance loans close to maturity where existing lenders are not willing to
provide new lines of credit.
IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRH01350

237. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance the status of investments by
credit unions in the now defunct Irish Bank Resolution Corporation formerly Anglo Irish Bank;
if deposits will be returned on schedule (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [9305/13]
19/02/2013WRH01400

249. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to a matter raised in correspondence in the context of the appointment of a Special Liquidator at Irish
Bank Resolution Corporation (details supplied). [8207/13]
19/02/2013WRH01500

273. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the position
of Credit Union Investments in the Irish Bank Resolutions Corporation and if these investments
will be repaid in full, particularly since these investment bonds offered 100% capital security
through an eight year three months fixed term deposit facility due to mature in September 2013;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8630/13]
19/02/2013WRH01600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 237,
249 and 273 together.
19/02/2013WRH01700

Eligible deposits in IBRC are covered by the joint safeguards of the Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DGS) and/or the Eligible Guarantee Scheme (ELG). Eligible deposits of up to
€100,000 for an individual and €200,000 for individuals with a joint account in IBRC are
protected by the DGS. Eligible deposits above this limit are guaranteed under the ELG. The
majority of the deposits in IBRC are covered under one or both of these schemes.
I am advised by the CBI that certain tracker bonds sold to Credit Unions which were liabilities of IBRC at the time of the liquidation have a structured deposit element which is covered
by the Deposit Guarantee Scheme for that element of the product. As a result the first €100k of
any claim from these depositors is covered under the DGS Scheme. I have been advised that
the Liquidator is aware of a number of depositors who fall outside the eligibility criteria for the
ELG Scheme due to the nature of the investment product. Unfortunately, if a deposit is not eligible under the ELG scheme the depositor will rank as an unsecured creditor in the liquidation.
IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRH01750

238. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm news reporting that a number of legal entities remain outside the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation liquidation including entities related to the wealth management division and the assurance company;
if he will list the names of each corporate entity that remains outside the liquidation of IBRC;
the reason these corporate entities remain outside the liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8057/13]
19/02/2013WRH01800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators were appointed
to Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited (the “Bank”) pursuant to the Special Liquidation
Order of 7th February 2013 (the “order”) and they are in the process of progressing the special
liquidation pursuant to the order. The Special Liquidators are currently establishing the composition of and the ownership structure of the subsidiaries of which there are nearly 300. How19/02/2013WRH01900
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ever, no other entities, other than the Bank were specifically party to the order of 7th February.
The remaining subsidiaries will be wound up or sold by the Special Liquidators to optimise
value, and once all of its obligations are resolved, IBRC will cease to exist.
IBRC Bond Issues

19/02/2013WRH01950

239. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the total euro
nominal value of unguaranteed and unsecured senior and subordinated debt that was outstanding in the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation before its liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8058/13]
19/02/2013WRH02000

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, on 7 February 2013 the Oireachtas passed legislation (Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013),
appointing joint Special Liquidators to IBRC with immediate effect to wind up its business and
operations. At this early stage of the special liquidation the Special Liquidators are engaged in
intensive processes which involve inter alia, asserting control over the businesses, processes,
systems and personnel of IBRC. It is important that focus is placed on assessing, reorganising
and restructuring the day–to-day activities of the Bank to meet the primary objective of ensuring the purpose of the special liquidation is achieved, as this is key to ensuring that maximum
value is extracted from the liquidation. As such the Bank is not in a position to provide the
information requested by the Deputy. I thank the Deputy for his understanding in what is a
crucial phase in the liquidation.
19/02/2013WRH02100

19/02/2013WRH02150

IBRC Staff

240. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the redundancy treatment and the contractual entitlements of former top executives in the Irish Bank
Resolution Corporation; if top executives are entitled to jobs of equal status and financial terms
under their contracts, or have clauses included in their contracts which allow for special payments in the event of liquidation. [8060/13]
19/02/2013WRH02200

255. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied)
and their fellow senior executives are to receive different compensation above that detailed in
his Departments questions and answers document on the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation
liquidation published on the 6 February 2013 under the heading background/redundancy entitlements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8284/13]
19/02/2013WRH02300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 240
and 255 together.
19/02/2013WRH02400

Following the liquidation, all employment contracts in the Republic of Ireland have been
terminated, including those of the former Senior Executives.
The Special Liquidators have confirmed that the majority of staff, including some senior
executives, have been re-employed on short term contracts to assist in the liquidation.
Where relevant, all staff are entitled to apply for a statutory redundancy payment, a payment in respect of accrued but unused annual leave and a statutory notice payment, subject to
the limits prescribed by statute.

211

Questions - Written Answers

Mortgage Arrears Proposals

19/02/2013WRH02450

241. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance in view of the banks’
slow rate of progress in dealing with mortgage arrears and the potential delay to the personal
insolvency service the actions he will take to encourage the banks to deal with borrowers in arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8065/13]
19/02/2013WRH02500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government is aware of the significant difficulties some homeowners are facing in meeting their mortgage obligations and
it is committed to advancing appropriate measures to assist those mortgage holders who are
experiencing real and genuine difficulty. A special Government Sub-Committee is already in
place since March last year to address the mortgage arrears problem. This Committee is chaired
by An Taoiseach and includes all other relevant Ministers, and reflects the need for accelerated
progress in this area. At official level, my Department is taking a lead role and in that context,
a high level Steering Group, chaired by the Department’s Secretary General, was established to
drive the implementation of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Inter-Departmental Working Group on Mortgage Arrears (the ‘Keane Report’).
19/02/2013WRH02600

As the Deputy is aware, the Personal Insolvency Act is now in place and considerable work
is now underway to shortly launch the Insolvency Service and to bring into operation the new
insolvency frameworks provided for in that Act. This is a priority for Government and it is also
receiving continuous and high level attention at the official high level Steering Group.
Aside from the formal legislative insolvency reforms, the Central Bank, under its MARS
project, is also continuing to work intensively with lenders to ensure that they had robust mortgage strategies including a range of longer term options as recommended by the Keane Report,
such as ‘trade-down mortgages’, ‘split mortgages’ and ‘sale by agreement’ or other appropriate
options as may be developed by lenders. The focus of this work is now intensifying and will be
on the implementation of these strategies, in particular on the delivery of durable restructuring
arrangement to appropriate borrowers, and ensuring that banks have the operational capability
to implement them effectively. The Deputy may also be aware of Governor Honohan’s recent
comments at the Central Bank’s Conference on ‘How to Fix Distressed Property Markets’ in
which he said that the banks are much better staffed and organised for dealing with arrears, and
that the Central Bank will be setting out its quantitative expectations for their effectiveness in
achieving lasting solutions.
In addition, the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) remains a key framework
to govern the relationship between mortgage holders experiencing difficulty and their bank.
The Central Bank has commenced a review of the Code and will shortly open a public consultation process on the review. The CCMA requires updating at this time due to the introduction
of both the Personal Insolvency legislation and longer term mortgage resolution options. The
review will also take into consideration recent developments that may be relevant to the issue
of mortgage arrears and clarifications issued by the Central Bank since the current version was
issued.
I wish to repeat that the Government is committed to intensifying its efforts to address the
mortgage arrears problem and ensuring that both lenders and borrowers work together to deliver sustainable outcomes that is as fair as possible to all parties and respects the rights of both
debtors and creditors.

19/02/2013WRH02650
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242. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue intend carrying out a revised income tax assessment for a person (details supplied) in County Galway in
respect of years prior to 2012 on foot of the data sharing between Revenue and the Department
of Social Protection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8097/13]
19/02/2013WRH02700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a letter issued from their Galway office on the 18th January 2013 to the taxpayer
requesting that he complete Form 12S tax returns for the years 2010 and 2011, in respect of his
Department of Social Protection pension and any other income not previously reported to Revenue. This form will also give the taxpayer the opportunity to claim any tax credits previously
unclaimed. Income Tax may be due where the taxpayer was in receipt of a DSP pension in addition to other income during the years in question. The taxpayer was contacted by Revenue as
part of a project to examine those cases where there was a mismatch between Revenue’s records
and those of the DSP. Revenue is profiling cases where there is significant income in addition
to a DSP pension and correspondence is issuing to the individual taxpayers concerned.
19/02/2013WRH02800

Tax Reliefs Abolition

19/02/2013WRH02850

243. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if there is an entitlement
to income tax relief in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8110/13]
19/02/2013WRH02900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they have not received an application from the person in question for the married
person’s tax credit. In order for Revenue to determine whether the couple in question are entitled to the married person’s tax credit, they should make an application to North City Revenue
District, 14/15 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin 2, telephone number 01 -8894502. Ms. Pauline
McMillian of that District is the contact person for any enquiries the couple may have in that
regard.
19/02/2013WRH03000

Revenue Information Leaflet IT2 – Taxation of Married Persons and Civil Partners is available on Revenue’s website http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it2.html. This leaflet explains the tax treatment and options available to Married Persons and Civil Partners.

19/02/2013WRH03050

Tax Credits

244. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if and when a tax allowance certificate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8111/13]
19/02/2013WRH03100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue
Commissioners that a tax credit certificate for 2013 has now issued to the person concerned.
19/02/2013WRH03200

Ministerial Appointments
245. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the details of all appointments
made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him
since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary. [8119/13]
19/02/2013WRH03300

19/02/2013WRH03400

246. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the details of the qualifications of
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all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and judiciary for the
appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8137/13]
247. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the number of appointees and
the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all
other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and the
Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process.; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8155/13]
19/02/2013WRH03500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 245,
246 and 247 together.
19/02/2013WRH03575

In response to the Deputy’s question the information in relation to appointments made by
me since March 2011 are as follows:
Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal
Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Dr Angela McNamara
07 Nov 2011
Medical Doctor

Appointment process

There was no public applications process for this appointment.

Board of National Asset Management Agency
Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Mr. John Mulcahy
Appointed 12 Mar 2012
Mr Mulcahy is a member of
the Credit Committee, Finance & Operating Committee, Risk Management Committee and Planning Advisory
Committee. Mr Mulcahy is
a chartered surveyor and has
worked in all aspects of the
property industry for over 40
years, most recently concentrating on property investment and asset management

National Treasury Management Agency Advisory Committee
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Appointments process

He was not appointed under
the new procedures for board
appointments. His appointment was a National Asset
Management Agency Executive Appointment. Mr Mulcahy is head of Asset Management within the National
Asset Management Agency.

19 February 2013

Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Mr John A Moran
6 March 2012
Secretary General of the Department of Finance.

Appointments process

The Secretary General of
the Department of Finance
is by convention appointed
to the Advisory Committee.
Expressions of interest were
not sought on this basis.

National Pensions Reserve Fund Commission
Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Mr Maurice Keane

Appointments process

Reappointed 5 February 2012 Retired, Group Chief Executive of Bank of Ireland.

Mr. Keane was re-appointed
in accordance with Section
7 of the National Pensions
Reserve Fund Act 2000.

State Claims Agency Policy Advisory Committee
Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Dr. Noel Whelan

Appointments process

(re-appointed 1 July 2012)

Expressions of interest were
sought on the Department
of Finance and Department
of Public Expenditure and
Reform websites in June
2012 in respect of four vacancies that were filled on 1
July 2012.

Former Secretary of the
Department of the Taoiseach and the Department of
Economic Planning and
Development, former VicePresident of the European
Investment Bank. Currently
Vice-President and Dean of
the University of Limerick.

Mr. Fachtna Murphy
Appointed 1 July 2012

Formerly the Garda Commissioner. He holds a Bachelor
of Arts Degree (Hons) in
Police Management and a
Diploma in Management &
Industrial Relations.
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Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Ms.Wendy Thompson
Appointed 1 July 2012
Currently the Insurance &
Litigation Manager for the
Railway Procurement Authority. She has served on a
number of boards, committees and steering groups.
Mr. Charlie Hardy
Appointed 1 July 2012
Mr Hardy is the Principal
Officer responsible for clinical indemnity issues in the
Department of Health.

Appointments process

National Development Finance Agency
Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Mr. Robert Watt*
Secretary General of the
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Mr. Gerry Murphy*

Ms. Petrina Smyth*
* July 2012
Mr Brian Murphy

Appointments process
Expressions of interest
were sought on the Department of Finance and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform websites
in June 2012.

Chief Executive, Institutes of
Technology Ireland and former head of PPP unit Department Education
Tax Partner in a multinational
Law firm.
Director, National Treasury
Management Agency

As the Chief Executive
of NDFA Mr Murphy is a
Member of the Board

(re-appointed December
2012
Credit Union Restructuring Board (ReBo)
Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Mr. Bobby McVeigh
BA, BEd, CGC, MEd, CCD,
CUDE, ICD.D
216

Appointments process
Chair was not required to go
before Oireachtas Committees.

19 February 2013

Name of appointee/ Date of
appointment or reappointment
Appointed Chair of Board on
31 Aug 2012
Members of the Board appointed 31 Aug 2012:
Mr. Eoin McGettigan
Mr. Tom Kavanagh
Mr. Brendan Burke

Qualifications

Ms Kathleen Prendergast
Mr. Stephen O’Donovan

MBA, MBs, BSc
FCCA

Mr. Joe O’Toole
Mr. Pat Fay

BA, HDip Ed, FEIS
Irish league of Credit Unions
(ILCU)
Irish League of Credit
Unions (ILCU) BSc, H. Dip
in Education, BSc in Mutual
and Credit Union Business

Mr. Jimmy Johnstone

Mr. Tim Molan
Mr. Kevin Johnson
Mr. Neil Ryan (Dept of Finance)
Ms Elaine Byrne (Central
Bank of Ireland)

FCMA, MBA
BComm, FCA
FCCA

Credit Union Managers’ Association (CUMA) BA, QFA
Credit Union Development
Association (CUDA) MBA,
FIB, FSII
Department of Finance
Deputy Head, Registrar of
Credit Unions

Irish Financial Services Appeals Tribunal
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Appointments process

On 22 May 2012, the Minister for Finance gave his
approval to proceed with the
process of establishing the
Credit Union Restructuring
Board (ReBo). The ReBo
comprises 13 members in
total with nominations from
the credit union representative bodies, the Central Bank
of Ireland and the Department of Finance as well as
six independent members
(including a Chair).

The vacancies for independent members were advertised on the websites of the
Department of Finance and
the Public Appointments
Service, where expressions
of interest were invited from
the public.
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Name of appointee/ Date of Qualifications
appointment or reappointment
Chairperson
Mr Justice Francis D Murphy
Deputy Chairperson

Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson and Lay Members of the
Tribunal were all reappointed
for a period of one year, on the
27 February 2012, under Section 57F of the Central Bank Act
1942 as amended by the Central
Bank and Financial Services
Authority of Ireland Act 2003,
having already served a full five
year term as Members of the
Irish Financial Services Appeals
Tribunal.

Ms Inge Clissman
Lay Members
Ms Paulyn Marrinan-Quinn
Ms Geraldine Clarke
Mr John Fish
Mr Liam Madden
Mr. John Loughery
All of above were reappointed on 27th February 2012.

Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson and Lay Members of the
Tribunal were all reappointed
for a period of one year, on the
27 February 2012, under Section 57F of the Central Bank Act
1942 as amended by the Central
Bank and Financial Services
Authority of Ireland Act 2003,
having already served a full five
year term as Members of the
Irish Financial Services Appeals
Tribunal.
Lay Members; the criteria being
having special knowledge or
skill in relation to the provision
of financial services.
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all members were already
in situ and reappointed for
a further year
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Fiscal Advisory Council
Name of appointee/ Date
of appointment or reappointment
Professor John McHale
(Chair)

Mr. Sebastian Barnes

Qualifications

Appointments process

Professor McHale received
Ph.D and A.M degrees from
Harvard in 1996, and also
holds first-class B.Comm.
(1988) and M.Econ.Sc. (1990)
degrees from the National University of Ireland.
Mr. Barnes holds a bachelor’s
degree in Philosophy, Politics
and Economics from the University of Oxford, a master’s
degree in European Political
Economy from the College of
Europe (Bruges) and an MSc
in Economics from the London
School of Economics.

The Chairman and the Council members were not subject to public appointments
process.
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The Department did not
seek expression of interest.
The composition of a body
such as a Fiscal Council is
critical to its independence
and credibility. In following the Common Principles
recommendations, we sought
candidates who hold valuable
experience and demonstrate
competence in their fields of
expertise. A significant number of potential candidates
were considered against a
range of criteria. The criteria
included the desire of having
a mix of appropriate backgrounds, namely academia,
the financial sector/financial
markets and public finance;
expertise in macroeconomic/
microeconomic and a strong
international dimension, in
addition to the need to take
gender considerations into
account. As would be normal practice, the process by
which potential nominees
were identified, considered
and selected involved officials from my Department.
The final decisions regarding
the appointments were made
by me following consultations with Cabinet colleagues
and others.
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Name of appointee/ Date
of appointment or reappointment
Professor Alan Barrett

Dr. Donal Donovan,

Dr Roisin O’Sullivan

Qualifications

Appointments process

Professor Barrett received
his Ph.D. in Economics from
Michigan State University in
1994.
Dr. Donovan holds a B.A. from
Trinity College Dublin and a
Ph.D. from the University of
British Columbia.
Dr. O’ Sullivan holds a bachelor’s and a master’s degree
from the National University of
Ireland, Galway, and received
her Ph.D. in economics from
the Ohio State University.

All of the above were appointed with effect from
7th July 2011
Board of Allied Irish Banks
Name of appointee/ Date of appointment or reappointment
Dr Michael Somers

Qualifications

Appointments process

B Comm, M.Econ.Sc Ph.D

There was no public applications
process for this appointment

Re-appointed 28 December 2012

According to AIB’s 2011 published Annual Report - Dr Somers
is former Chief Executive of the
National Treasury Management
Agency. He is Chairman of Goodbody Stockbrokers, a Non-Executive Director of Fexco Holdings
Limited, Willis Group Holdings
plc, Hewlett-Packard International
Bank plc, the Institute of Directors,
the European Investment Bank,
St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group
Ltd, and President of the Ireland
Chapter of the Ireland-US Council. He has previously held the
posts of Secretary, National Debt
Management, in the Department of
Finance, and Secretary, Department
of Defence. He is a former Chairman of the Audit Committee of the
European Investment Bank and former Member of the EC Monetary
Committee.
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Name of appointee/ Date of appointment or reappointment

Qualifications

Appointments process

Dr Somers was Chairman of the
group that drafted the National
Development Plan 1989-1993 and
of the European Community group
that established the European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development (“EBRD”). He was formerly
a member of the Council of the
Dublin Chamber of Commerce

In addition I also appointed Ms Mary Kenny and Mr Eoin Dorgan as special advisors in my
own Department.
Tax Code
248. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance when a person (details supplied)
in County Kildare will receive a requested P21; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8193/13]
19/02/2013WRH03700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue
Commissioners that they have no record of a request for a P21 for the person concerned. The
Revenue Commissioners have written to the person concerned requesting certain information.
A review will be carried out on receipt of the details required.
19/02/2013WRH03800

Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 237.
Bank Guarantee Scheme Administration

19/02/2013WRH03950

250. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if deposits taken by Anglo
Irish Bank under a scheme designed specifically for credit unions (details supplied) will be fully
covered by the deposit guarantee scheme and eligible liabilities guarantee; the reason deposits
were not moved to AIB when the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation deposit book was sold; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8210/13]
19/02/2013WRH04000

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Eligible deposits in IBRC are covered
by the joint safeguards of the Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DGS) and/or the Eligible Guarantee
Scheme (ELG). Eligible deposits of up to €100,000 for an individual and €200,000 for individuals with a joint account in IBRC are protected by the DGS. Eligible deposits above this
limit are guaranteed under the ELG. The majority of the deposits in IBRC are covered under
one or both of these schemes. I am advised that the Bond referred to by the Deputy has a structured deposit element which is covered by the Deposit Guarantee Scheme for that element of
the product. As a result the first €100k of any claim from these depositors is covered under the
DGS Scheme. I have been advised that the Liquidator is aware of a number of depositors who
fall outside the eligibility criteria for the ELG Scheme due to the nature of the investment product. Unfortunately, if a deposit is not eligible under the ELG scheme the depositor will rank as
an unsecured creditor in the liquidation.
19/02/2013WRH04100

The deposit element of these tracker bond products were among the portfolio of deposits
that were not transferred to AIB following an auction as part of the 2011 Transfer Order. It was
not a requirement that all deposits be transferred to AIB under this process.
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Banks Recapitalisation
251. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the promissory
note issued to re-capitalise EBS; if he is considering restructuring same; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8211/13]
19/02/2013WRH04200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the State
has injected €875m of capital into the EBS Building Society (EBS) in order for it to meet regulatory requirements. Of this total amount, €625 million was by way of two separate subscriptions for Special Investment Shares, while €250 million was provided by means of a Promissory Note.
19/02/2013WRH04300

The terms of the EBS Promissory Note provide, inter alia, that ten per cent of the amount
outstanding as at the end of 2010 shall be paid each year until the note is paid off in full. This
equates to €25 million per annum, with the next annual payment to be made on 17 June 2013.
Given that the EBS Building Society was acquired by Allied Irish Banks (AIB), a continuing pillar bank in the Irish economy, compared to the wind-down situation at IBRC, the Government is not currently considering a restructuring of the EBS Promissory Note.
NAMA Bonds
252. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the aggregate of
the principal of the National Assets Management Agency bonds that shall be issued in consideration for the net debt owed by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation to the Central Bank of
Ireland; if he will detail when these NAMA bonds shall be issued; if he will confirm whether
these NAMA bonds shall be acceptable collateral under the ECB open market operations; if he
will confirm whether if they are acceptable collateral under the ECB open market operations
that the margin of profits accrued from these NAMA bonds by the Central Bank of Ireland are
returned to the Exchequer here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8281/13]
19/02/2013WRH04400

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that a Ministerial Direction issued to NAMA pursuant to Section 13 (1) of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 on 7th February requires it to enter into a Deed of Assignment and Transfer
with the Central Bank of Ireland on or about 22nd February 2013. The purchase price specified
in this Deed had not been finalised with the Central Bank as of 18th February 2013. The expectation is that NAMA will issue these securities during the week beginning 18th February 2013.
The NAMA bonds will be registered in a global form so as to ensure that the Notes will be held
in a manner that meets Euro system eligibility. NAMA advises that, on the date of issue of the
Bonds, it proposes to issue a statement.
19/02/2013WRH04500

The issue of margins of profits accrued is a matter for the Central Bank of Ireland. Any
profits will be distributed in the normal manner.
IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRJ00075

253. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm whether the
sale of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation assets as consideration for redeeming the aggregate
principal of National Assets Management Agency bonds means on a net basis the total cost on
the Irish State from IBRC could be higher than the €25 billion estimated by the now former
chairman of IBRC Alan Dukes in October 2012 if those assets were to be sold at the aggregate
19/02/2013WRJ00100
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principal of NAMA bonds; if he will confirm if the special liquidator will have regard for the
capital provisions that were in place prior to the liquidation of IBRC in the disposal of its assets;
if he will publicly detail the total nominal independent valuation of the IBRC assets in advance
of the asset disposals taking place; if he will detail the gap between the capital provisions for
the assets that were in place prior to IBRC’s liquidation and the total nominal value of the assets
after independent valuation.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8282/13]
Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is too early in the process to speculate
on the potential financial outcome of the liquidation process. However, I can confirm to the
Deputy that due consideration was given, in preparatory work on the liquidation of IBRC and
the legislation passed earlier this month, to ensuring the best possible outcome for the Irish
taxpayer. As part of the role of the liquidators, the assets of IBRC will be valued independently
before being sold. Any assets not sold to third parties at or above the valuation price will be
sold to NAMA at the independent valuation. This ensures a ‘floor’ price on the assets of IBRC
and that where required, assets with limited sale potential can be worked through in the medium
term by NAMA rather than sold at any price. The Government’s approach in this area is consistent and focused on the best outcome.
19/02/2013WRJ00200

Regarding the valuation process, at this stage of the special liquidation the liquidators are
engaged in intensive processes which involve inter alia, asserting control over the businesses,
processes, systems and personnel of IBRC. It is important that focus is placed on assessing,
reorganising and restructuring the day–to-day activities of the Bank to meet the primary objective of ensuring the purpose of the special liquidation is achieved, as this is key to ensuring that
value is extracted from the liquidation.
IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRJ00250

254. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide granular detail
on a transactional and cash basis on the way the Bank of Ireland was repaid or is to be repaid
for its one year repurchase agreement with the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation that was due
to expire in June 2013; if he will confirm further to his public statements on RTE radio on the
8 of February 2013 that the Government bonds which the Central Bank of Ireland has agreed
to sell are tranches of the Irish government bond that was owned by IBRC but held by Bank
of Ireland; if he will detail after the liquidation of IBRC who became the economic owner of
the Irish Government bond issued to IBRC in March of 2012 and held by Bank of Ireland in
a repurchase agreement with IBRC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8283/13]
19/02/2013WRJ00300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The repurchase transaction entered into
by Bank of Ireland and IBRC was a commercial agreement and had been explained to the
Bank’s shareholders in a comprehensive 89 page circular sent to shareholders, with the transaction having been approved by shareholders at an EGM. The State, having been deemed a
Related Party to the transaction, under Stock Exchange rules, did not vote its 15% shareholding at that EGM. As part of the transactions relating to the Liquidation of IBRC, the bond repo
agreement between IBRC and Bank of Ireland was terminated on a no gain/no loss basis and
the Central Bank acquired the bond.
19/02/2013WRJ00400

I can confirm that the Irish Government Bonds which the Central Bank has committed to
sell include the 2025 Irish Government Bond that was owned by IBRC but held by Bank of
Ireland.
This bond will be placed in the trading portfolio of the Central Bank, along with the bonds
acquired in exchange for the Promissory Notes. The Central Bank will sell these bonds but only
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when such a sale is not disruptive to financial stability. The Central Bank have undertaken that
minimum of bonds will be sold in accordance with the following schedule: €0.5bn by the end
of 2014, €0.5bn per annum from 2015 to 2018, €1bn per annum from 2019 to 2023 and €2bn
per annum from 2024 onwards.
Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 240.

19/02/2013WRJ00475

IBRC Liquidation

256. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if the National Assets Managment Agency will or has already acquired the Exceptional Liquidity Assistance Master Loan
Repurchase Agreement from the Central Bank of Ireland and therefore the loan assets assigned
as collateral under the MLRA facility with Irish Bank Resolution Corporation which in June
2012 amounted to €5.9 billion; if he will confirm if NAMA has not acquired the Exceptional
Liquidity Assistance Master Loan Repurchase Agreement from the Central Bank of Ireland
whether the Central Bank of Ireland is now the owner of these loan assets assigned as collateral;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8285/13]
19/02/2013WRJ00500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Minister for Finance in a Direction
issued to NAMA pursuant to Section 13 (1) of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013
on 7th February required it to enter into a Deed of Assignment and Transfer with the Central
Bank of Ireland on or about the 22nd February 2013. The intention is that NAMA will execute
the Deed of Assignment and Transfer during the week beginning 18th February 2013. However, at the time of the IBRC liquidation the funding agreements in place between IBRC and the
Central Bank of Ireland with respect to ELA consisted of the Special Master Loan Repurchase
Agreement and the Facility Deed. There was no funding advanced to IBRC under the Master
Loan Repurchase Agreement when IBRC was liquidated.
19/02/2013WRJ00600

19/02/2013WRJ00650

IBRC Liquidation

257. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the total amount
of ELA debt that was provided to Irish Bank Resolution Corporation as consideration for the
Facility Deed with IBRC before its liquidation; if he will confirm that the Anglo Irish Bank
Annual Report and Accounts 2010 description of the Facility Deed with the Central Bank of
Ireland as an unsecured loan facility guaranteed by him, who separately benefits from a counter
indemnity from the bank should the guarantee be called upon is the correct description of this
arrangement between the bank and the Central Bank of Ireland up until the liquidation of IBRC;
if he will confirm that this Ministerial Guarantee and counter indemnity to honour this guarantee has now been called upon as a result of the IBRC liquidation and NAMA enforcing its security; if he will confirm that the counter indemnity from IBRC to him for the now repayment of
National Assets Management Agency bonds issued as consideration for the Facility Deed ELA
associated debt is indemnified against all of the assets on IBRC’s balance sheet except those
assets which were secured as collateral against the Master Loan Repurchase Agreement and the
Special Master Loan Repurchase Agreement between the Central Bank of Ireland and IBRC;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8286/13]
19/02/2013WRJ00700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the time of the IBRC liquidation the
funding agreements in place between IBRC and the Central Bank of Ireland with respect to
ELA consisted of the Special Master Loan Repurchase Agreement and the Facility Deed. The
amount of funding advanced to IBRC at the time of liquidation was c.€40 billion. There was no
19/02/2013WRJ00800
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funding advanced to IBRC under the Master Loan Repurchase Agreement when IBRC was put
into liquidation. The description in the 2010 Annual Report with respect to the Facility Deed
was correct for the funding arrangements in place at the time. However, a floating charge was
granted to the Central Bank of Ireland by IBRC over unencumbered assets in October 2012 and
the Facility Deed benefits from this floating charge. Previously, part of the ELA outstanding
was secured by loan assets under an MLRA. At the time of the appointment of a Special Liquidator to IBRC, the MLRA collateral had been replaced by lending against the Facility Deed
and a floating charge over all of the assets on IBRC’s balance sheet.
Following liquidation, the Central Bank will exchange the obligation owing to it under the
Facility Deed and the assets on IBRC’s balance sheet under a floating charge, which includes
assets previously collateralised under the MLRA, for NAMA bonds which are guaranteed by
the Irish Government.
The Ministerial Guarantee has not been called upon with respect to ELA. The Ministerial
Guarantee will transfer to NAMA on its acquisition of the Facility Deed from the Central Bank
of Ireland.
IBRC Expenditure

19/02/2013WRJ00850

258. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the total amount
of ELA debt that was provided to the Irish Banking Resolution Corporation for the loan assets
assigned as collateral under the Master Loan Repurchase Agreement facility with the Central
Bank of Ireland before the IBRC liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8287/13]
19/02/2013WRJ00900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the time of the IBRC liquidation the
funding agreements in place between IBRC and the Central Bank of Ireland with respect to
ELA consisted of the Special Master Loan Repurchase Agreement and the Facility Deed.
19/02/2013WRJ01000

There was no funding advanced to IBRC under the Master Loan Repurchase Agreement
when IBRC was put into liquidation. Previously, part of the ELA outstanding was secured by
loan assets under an MLRA. By the time of the appointment of a Special Liquidator to IBRC,
the MLRA collateral had been replaced by lending against the Facility Deed and a floating
charge over all of the assets on IBRC’s balance sheet.
Departmental Correspondence

19/02/2013WRJ01050

259. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure the publication of all correspondence from the European Central Bank to his Department in relation to the
financial crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8291/13]
19/02/2013WRJ01100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is the policy of my Department to
publish as much correspondence as possible where the publication of the correspondence is
in the public interest and where it is reasonably practicable to do so. However, as the Deputy
can appreciate, occasions can arise where it is not possible to publish all the records held by
the Department. For example under Section 24(2)(e) of the Freedom of Information Act 1997
as amended by the Freedom of Information Act 2003 my Department cannot release information that has been communicated in confidence from, to or within an institution or body of the
European Union. Also under Section 24(2)(f) of the same Act my Department cannot release
records of an Institution or Body of the European Union which contains information the disclo19/02/2013WRJ01200
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sure of which is prohibited by the Institution or Body.
Mortgage Debt

19/02/2013WRJ01250

260. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance if endowment mortgages will
be catered for in the Personal Insolvency Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8297/13]
19/02/2013WRJ01300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Personal Insolvency Act was signed into law by the President on the 26 December 2012. The Personal Insolvency Act amends existing bankruptcy law and also introduces new frameworks for
the formal consideration and possible settlement of unsustainable debt situations, including the
Personal Insolvency Arrangement which will deal with secured debt, outside of formal bankruptcy. As such a debtor will be in a position to propose a Personal Insolvency Arrangement to
address unsustainable mortgage debt, irrespective of the particular type of mortgage. However,
strict eligibility criteria will apply before a debtor can make such a proposal to his/her creditors,
including that the debtor is regarded as being insolvent. As such, a Personal Insolvency Arrangement will not be a vehicle to solely address a mortgage shortfall arising from the maturity
of an endowment policy unless the debtor is overall in a position of insolvency.
19/02/2013WRJ01400

Regarding the issue of endowment mortgages more generally, I have been informed by
the Central Bank that where the proceeds of an endowment policy are insufficient to repay the
capital element of an endowment mortgage, borrowers need ample time to make alternative
repayment arrangements. In addition, borrowers are afforded the protections of the ’Code of
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears’ in cases where the mortgage is in arrears or in pre-arrears and is
secured by the borrower’s primary residence.
The Deputy may wish to note that, when the risks associated with endowment mortgage
products were highlighted in the 1990s, specific provisions were incorporated into the Consumer Credit Act 1995 which require warnings to the effect that the proceeds of a policy may
not be sufficient to repay a mortgage. Under the provisions of the Act, endowment mortgage
savings plans must be reviewed by the life company at least every five years to check if the plan
is on track to repay the mortgage. In this regard, a statement setting out the estimated revised
valuation of the endowment policy at maturity must be issued by the insurer to the borrower. If
the policy is not on track to repay the mortgage, the life company will recommend an increase
in the premium.
NAMA Portfolio Value

19/02/2013WRJ01450

261. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties currently under the remit of the National Asset Management Agency in Galway city; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8340/13]
19/02/2013WRJ01500

262. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance the strategy or guidelines the
National Asset Management Agency has in place to deal with the units currently under its remit
in Galway city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8341/13]
19/02/2013WRJ01600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 261
and 262 together.
19/02/2013WRJ01700

NAMA advises that detail on the breakdown, by county, of the value of property securing
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NAMA’s loans is provided in its Annual Reports and Financial Statements for 2011, which is
available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie.
Properties under the control of receivers or other insolvency professionals appointed by
NAMA are listed on its website at http://www.nama.ie/about-our-work/properties-enforced/.
The site allows for searches by both property type and country/area. In each instance, information about the firm dealing with the insolvency and its contact details are provided. Potential
purchasers are encouraged to contact the receivers to obtain additional information on specific
properties and to submit expressions of their interest to purchase.
In the case of property under the control of debtors, NAMA is precluded, under Section 202
of the NAMA Act 2009, from disclosing confidential information. Confidential information is
specifically defined to include information relating to debtors. Furthermore, Section 99 of the
Act provides that, on acquisition of a loan, NAMA takes over the obligations of the participating institution under the loan, one of which is the contractual duty of confidentiality which the
debtor enjoyed while still a customer of the participating institution. Information about individual debtors or guarantors is also protected against disclosure by the Data Protection Acts
with which NAMA must comply as a data controller.
However, in cases where NAMA receives enquiries from potential purchasers about specific
properties under the control of debtors, it can facilitate contact with a view to enabling sales
transactions to take place.
NAMA advises that the strategy for individual properties, including for instance whether a
debtor should arrange for early sale of a property or hold it with a view to generating on-going
cash flow, is determined on a case-by-case basis. Individual asset strategy is guided by costbenefit analysis and by the objective of obtaining maximum return for the taxpayer.

19/02/2013WRJ01750

IBRC Liquidation

263. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the hourly rate and the
amount that has been paid to date to the Joint Special Liquidators appointed by him to liquidate the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, formerly Anglo Irish bank under the provisions of
the Irish bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013; the way this hourly rate compares with other
countries in the EU; his views on the often exorbitant rates of pay charged by liquidators, examiners and receivers; if he has considered introducing legislation or regulation to ensure that the
State is not ripped off by such persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8357/13]
19/02/2013WRJ01800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am sure the Deputy will understand
that for commercial reasons hourly rates cannot be disclosed. It is obvious that in the circumstances, a tender process could not have been entered into for the liquidation of IBRC due to
the sensitivity of the matter. However, I can assure him that the rates that have been agreed
are commensurate with those agreed following a tender process undertaken by the National
Asset Management Agency. As is normal in liquidations of companies, all costs, charges and
expenses properly incurred by the Special Liquidators in relation to the winding up of IBRC,
including the Special Liquidators’ fees, will be paid out of the assets of IBRC in priority to all
other claims.
19/02/2013WRJ01900

The issues of legislation for regulating pay rates does not fall under my remit, however I can
assure the Deputy that this Government will always work to ensure that best value is achieved
for taxpayers.
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National Solidarity Bonds Issues

19/02/2013WRJ01950

264. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason trade unions cannot put money into national solidarity bonds and if anything can be done regarding same (details supplied). [8358/13]
19/02/2013WRJ02000

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Trade unions can hold the National
Solidarity Bonds subject to the common limits on holdings that apply to all holders. In respect
of the 4-year National Solidarity Bond, the limit is €250,000 and in respect of the 10-year National Solidarity Bond the limit is also €250,000, bringing the overall maximum possible holding to €500,000.
19/02/2013WRJ02100

Where a trade union wishes to place money in excess of €500,000 with the State, there are
other Government savings products available from the National Treasury Management Agency
(NTMA).
Job Initiatives

19/02/2013WRJ02150

265. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail, in tabular
form, each of the initiatives announced by his Department to support employment; the date of
the first announcement; the date when the initiative went operational; the budget set aside for
the initiative; the total draw down to date for the initiative and the number of net jobs created
by the initiative. [8368/13]
19/02/2013WRJ02200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Rather than announcing initiatives, my
Department puts in place measures, via the Budget and Finance Bill process, to support and
increase employment, among other policy objectives. As such, the information in tabular form
which the Deputy is seeking is not available from my Department. The role of these measures is
to encourage and assist employers in their own efforts and to provide them with practical help.
Examples of such measures would include VAT.
19/02/2013WRJ02300

The Finance (No. 2) Act 2011 provided for a second reduced VAT rate, of 9%, on a temporary basis in respect of certain tourism-related services and goods for the period 1 July 2011 to
31 December 2013. This was announced in the Jobs Initiative on 10 May 2011. In reducing the
VAT burden on activities related to the tourism industry, the introduction of the 9% VAT rate is
aimed at contributing towards boosting tourism and the creation of additional jobs in that sector. The measure was estimated to cost €120m in 2011, €350 in 2012, €350 in 2013, and €60
in 2014 and nil thereafter.
Reduction in Employer’s PRSI
In the Jobs Initiative, the lower rate of PRSI payable by employers was halved until end2013. This applied to lower income jobs that pay up to €356 per week.
R&D Tax Credit
The Research and Development (‘R&D’) tax regime allows a tax credit of 25% on incremental R&D expenditure in addition to the normal 12.5% trading deduction. The scheme provides for expenditure on R&D that is in excess of that undertaken in the base year of 2003 to
qualify for the credit. The regime has been improved in a number of ways in Finance Act 2012
and further amendments are proposed in Finance Bill 2013.
Special Assignee Relief Programme (‘SARP’)
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The SARP was introduced in Finance Act 2012 and is designed to reduce the cost to employers of assigning key individuals in their companies from abroad to take up positions in the
Irish based operations of their employer. This relief is targeted at individuals who are highly
skilled and whose placement in Ireland could lead to additional employment in new divisions
or sections of the company in which they are employed.
Foreign Earnings Deduction (‘FED’)
The FED was introduced in Finance Act 2012 to assist companies seeking to expand into
emerging markets. The scheme provides a deduction from income for income tax purposes for
work related travel to certain countries. Additional exports from such companies could lead to
employment creation.
Employment and Investment Incentive
EII is a tax incentive which provides income tax relief for investment in certain corporate
trades. Relief is initially available to an individual at 30%, with a further 11% tax relief available where it has been proven that employment levels have increased at the company at the end
of the holding period or that the company spent a certain proportion of the monies raised on
Research and Development. An extension of the EII for a further 7 years from 2014-2020 was
announced in Budget 2013. In addition, hotels, guesthouses and self catering accommodation
where they meet the conditions of the incentive will be allowed qualify on a temporary basis, to
be reviewed after a period of two years
3 Year Tax Exemption for Start-up Companies
This scheme provides relief from CT on the trading income and certain gains of new start-up
companies in the first 3 years of trading. It was introduced in FA (No.2) 2008 and applied to the
extent that the CT liability did not extend beyond €40,000.
It has been amended and extended in Finance Act 2012 and further amendments are proposed in Finance Bill 2013
Taxation of International Financial Services
In order to retain competitiveness, Finance Act 2012 introduced a package of low-cost
measures to support the continued success of the International Financial Services industry. The
measures focused on improving double tax relief and reducing administrative burden. Finance
Bill 2013 also contains a small number of measures to improve the competitiveness of the IFSC
and assist in maintaining and growing employment in the sector.
Renewable energy generation
Finance Act 2012 extended the qualifying period for the scheme of tax relief for corporate
investment in certain renewable energy projects from 31 December 2011 to 31 December 2014.
The purpose of the scheme is to encourage investment in renewable energy projects and to
facilitate the growth of electricity generation capacity using these sources. It applies to the following categories of technology: Solar, Wind, Hydro (including ocean, wave or tidal energy),
and Biomass.
Energy-efficient equipment
Finance Bill 2012 also extended the scheme of accelerated capital allowances for expenditure by companies on certain energy-efficient equipment for a further 3 years to end-2014.
Cut in commercial Stamp Duty
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Finance Bill 2012 abolished multiple Stamp Duty rates for non-residential properties, and
brought in a single rate of 2% in respect of instruments executed after 6 December 2011.
Real Estate Investment Trusts
As announced in the Budget, Finance Bill 2013 will provide a new tax regime to allow for
the introduction of Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) companies in Ireland. REITs are an
internationally recognised format for collective investment in rental property. It is hoped that
REITs will facilitate the attraction of foreign investment capital to the Irish property market,
helping to stabilise that market, and also releasing bank financing from the property market for
use by other sectors of the economy. REITs also provide investors with an alternative lowercost, lower-risk method for property investment.
Finance Bill 2013 - Other Corporation Tax measures
In addition, the Finance Bill contained further enhancements to the ‘Key Employee’ provision of the R&D Tax Credit and the Intangible Asset regime.
The Seed Capital Scheme (SCS)
An extension of the SCS for a further 7 years from 2014-2020 was also announced in
Budget 2013. This scheme provides that an employee, who leaves employment and invests by
means of shares in a qualifying new venture, may claim a refund of income tax paid in previous
years. An unemployed person may also avail of this facility.
I would add also that, conscious of the unfair competitive advantage to be gained by those
businesses that do not fulfil their tax obligations, a variety of measures have been introduced by
me in recent Finance Bills to assist Revenue in counteracting shadow economy activity.
Exchequer Revenue
266. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance the potential earnings for
the Exchequer of the introduction of a 1% income tax increase for all earners over €100,000.
[8408/13]
19/02/2013WRJ02400

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the threshold for
the proposed new income tax rate mentioned by the Deputy would not alter the existing standard rate band structure applying to single and widowed persons, to lone parents and married
couples. On that basis, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated full year
yield to the Exchequer, estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, of the introduction of a new
42% income tax rate, would be of the order of €52 million. However, given the current band
structures, major issues would need to be resolved as to how in practice such a new rate could
be integrated into the current system and how this would affect the relative position of different
types of income earners.
19/02/2013WRJ02500

This figure is an estimate from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using latest actual data
for the year 2010, adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. It is,
therefore, provisional and subject to revision.

19/02/2013WRJ02550

19/02/2013WRJ02600

European Central Bank Issues

267. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm whether the
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European Central Bank ever threatened to end liquidity funding to Irish banks if Anglo-Irish
Bank / Irish Bank Resolution Corporation was liquidated by the State in the time previous to
the bank deal of the 6/7 February 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8420/13]
Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Government’s approach to the discussions with our European partners has always been constructive
and consensual. This approach has been very successful to date, as witnessed in the developments earlier this month, and by meeting our commitments and engaging in constructive dialogue with our European partners we expect further results in the future.
19/02/2013WRJ02700

The Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) and ECB provide funding to Irish banks under various
arrangements. The funding decisions relating to the other Irish banks made by the CBI and
ECB were independent of the situation with regard to IBRC. Funding via exceptional liquidity
assistance (ELA) was provided to IBRC by the CBI with the express knowledge of the ECB.
However, from both the CBI and ECB’s viewpoint the use of ELA for long term funding
was problematic. ELA is only ever intended to be a temporary funding arrangement and as such
the conclusion reached with regard to the Promissory Notes is a very positive outcome.
Tax Code
268. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he is monitoring the success or otherwise of the SMS/MMS levy in Hungary; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8502/13]
19/02/2013WRJ02800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I advised the Deputy in December,
the matter of the introduction of an SMS/MMS levy will be kept under review by my Department.
19/02/2013WRJ02900

I am aware of the recent introduction of a tax on messages and telephone calls in Hungary,
and I understand that this tax is the subject of a formal challenge by the European Commission.
Officials of my department are monitoring developments in this regard, and there are no plans
at this time to implement such a tax in this jurisdiction.
As previously advised, the wider social and economic considerations which may militate
against the introduction of a further tax on text messages would have to be taken into account,
not least that mobile phone calls and text messages are already subject to VAT at 23%.
A levy on such messages could significantly increase the overall rate of taxation on mobile
phone accounts, given that the average monthly spend per user is of the order of €35, and this
would have implications for all sectors of society which would require careful analysis.
European Investment Bank Issues

19/02/2013WRJ02950

269. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has input, through the voting of his representative on the board of the European Investment Bank, in
influencing the policy changes which inform the investment decisions of that bank; if so, if he
will provide details of the process by which his policies in relation to the EIB are achieved; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8589/13]
19/02/2013WRJ03000

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Investment Bank (EIB)
was established in 1958, under the Treaty of Rome, as the long-term lending bank of the Euro19/02/2013WRJ03100
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pean Union. The EIB is owned by the EU Member States who subscribe to the Bank’s capital.
As shareholders, the Member States are represented on the Bank’s main independent decisionmaking bodies, the Board of Governors and the Board of Directors. The overall objective of the
Bank is to contribute towards the integration, balanced development and economic and social
cohesion of the EU Member States.
The EIB has four statutory bodies; three decision making bodies: the Board of Governors,
the Board of Directors and the Management Committee, and one control body: the Audit Committee.
The Board of Governors comprises Ministers designated by each of the 27 Member States,
usually Finance Ministers. It lays down credit policy guidelines, approves the annual accounts
and balance sheet, and decides on the Bank’s participation in financing operations outside the
European Union as well as on capital increases. It also appoints the members of the Board of
Directors, the Management Committee and the Audit Committee. I am currently Ireland’s representative on the Board of Governors.
The Board of Directors consists of 28 Directors, with one Director nominated by each Member State and one by the European Commission. There are 18 Alternates, meaning that some of
these positions are shared by groupings of States.
The Board of Directors has sole power to take decisions in respect of loans, guarantees and
borrowings. As well as seeing that the Bank is properly run, it ensures that the Bank is managed
in keeping with the provisions of the Treaty and the Statute and with the general directives laid
down by the Governors. Its members are appointed by the Governors for a renewable period of
five years following nomination by the Member States and are responsible solely to the Bank.
Ireland’s representative on the Board of Directors is currently Dr. Michael Somers.
I assume that the Deputy is referring to Ireland’s representative on the Board of Directors
in her question. Decisions are adopted by that body when a majority consisting of at least one
third of the members entitled to vote, including the Director nominated by the Commission, and
a majority of at least 50% of the subscribed capital have voted in favour of a decision. In specific cases, a qualified majority is required with at least eighteen votes in favour, representing a
minimum of 68% of the subscribed capital.
There has been continued close engagement with the EIB since President Werner Hoyer’s
visit last July when he met with the Taoiseach as well as the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform and myself. This visit led to the establishment of a Joint High Level Working
Group between my Department and the EIB to enable close collaboration on projects aimed at
expanding the Irish economy and supporting growth.
Tax Agreements

19/02/2013WRJ03150

270. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance his plans to revise an agreement with Zambia on avoiding double taxation which dates from 1971, which Action Aid says
is implicated in losses to the Zambian Exchequer through transfer pricing. [8614/13]
19/02/2013WRJ03200

271. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if multinational companies
with offices here are required to disclose international related-party transactions which may
give the company a tax advantage; and if not, if he will consider introducing regulations on this
issue. [8615/13]
19/02/2013WRJ03300

19/02/2013WRJ03400

272. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which Ireland
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shares information about taxation with developing countries, for example Ireland’s long-term
development partner countries in order to help developing countries address tax avoidance by
multinational companies. [8616/13]
Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 270 to
272, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRJ03500

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that in common with all of Ireland’s agreements for the avoidance of double taxation, the Ireland – Zambia Double Taxation Convention
contains a provision which allows the tax authorities of the two jurisdictions to consult with
each other under what is called the “mutual agreement procedure” when there are any doubts or
difficulties in relation to the application or interpretation of the treaty. The relevant provision
of the Ireland – Zambia Convention is Article XXI. While the Irish Revenue Commissioners
cannot comment in relation to any specific case, they have informed me that the Zambian tax
authorities have not expressed any concerns in relation to the application or interpretation of
the Convention.
The Ireland - Zambia Convention sets out the “arm’s length principle”, which requires profits arising between connected parties, i.e. which involve the uses of transfer prices, to be computed in the same amount as would arise on foot of transactions between independent parties.
This principle has continued to be an unchanging feature of the OECD and UN Model Double
Taxation Conventions. It is not apparent, therefore, that there is any basis for linking concerns
in relation to transfer pricing with the provisions of this Convention.
Specific transfer pricing legislation was enacted by Finance Act, 2010 and is contained in
Part 35A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. These provisions set out the rules that govern
the application of the arm’s length principle, mentioned above. The arm’s length principle and
the related transfer pricing provisions must be applied to adjust any understatement of profit
that would otherwise arise, so that the full arm’s length profit is taxed in Ireland. Companies
within the scope of the Part 35A provisions must meet documentation requirements and have
such documentation available to Revenue to demonstrate compliance with the legislation. The
first corporation tax returns to which the legislation applied were for accounting periods ending
on 31 December 2011 and these returns were received in September 2012.
In addition to the provisions mentioned above, the provisions of Chapter 3 of Part 33 of
the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 set out requirements to provide the Revenue Commissioners
with information in respect of disclosable transactions. These are specified types of transactions one of the main purposes of which would be to provide a tax advantage. As with the tax
codes of other countries, where anti-avoidance and disclosure provisions are intended to protect
the domestic tax base, the provisions of Part 35A and Chapter 3 of Part 33 are intended to protect the Irish tax base.
Assistance to other countries in addressing suspected avoidance or evasion is provided internationally by exchange of information. All of Ireland’s double taxation agreements – including that with Zambia – contain provisions for the exchange, between the tax authorities,
of information necessary to give effect to the agreement and to the domestic tax law of the
Contracting States. Ireland has also negotiated over 20 Tax Information Exchange Agreements
– implementing the OECD standard on exchange of information - with countries with which we
do not have a double taxation agreement.
In addition, Ireland has signed up to the joint Council of Europe/OECD Convention on
Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters. In response to a call from the G20 in 2009
“to make it easier for developing countries to secure the benefits of the new co-operative tax
environment”, a Protocol was developed to amend this Convention to open it up to all countries.
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Ireland signed the Convention and the Protocol in June 2011. My Department also supports
initiatives such as the OECD’s Tax and Development Programme and works with Irish Aid in
this regard.
Question No. 273 answered with Question No. 237.
Tax Settlements
274. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the correct amount of tax
liability outstanding in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if an investigation will be carried out as to whether bank drafts submitted in 2003 were offset against any tax
liability in this person’s case; if a payment history will be provided in this instance in respect of
payments made off any tax liability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8645/13]
19/02/2013WRJ03600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the person in question has an outstanding tax liability of €9,047. The person is meeting these liabilities
by way of a ‘longer term’ phased payment arrangement since July 2010 and is to date fully
compliant with the terms of that arrangement. The arrangement was agreed between the person
and solicitors acting for Revenue on foot of an enforcement referral that was issued at that time.
19/02/2013WRJ03700

The four bank drafts highlighted in the Parliamentary Question were submitted to Revenue
in 2003 and were drawn against the bank account of a company of which the person in question
was a director. These payments were offset, as directed, against VAT and PAYE/PRSI liabilities
that were outstanding for the company.
Should the person in question require a statement of payments in regard to his tax affairs he
should contact Ms Aine Cummins at 061 488446 or aine.cummins@revenue.ie and she will be
happy to assist or provide any information that the person might require.
Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

19/02/2013WRJ03750

275. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the timetable for commencement and completion of the Central Bank of Ireland examinations of the code of conduct
on mortgage arrears, money lending firms, sales incentives in the banking, insurance, investment, and stockbroking sectors and property insurance claims handling; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8665/13]
19/02/2013WRJ03800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised me that
they have commenced their programme of themed reviews and inspections and work is scheduled to continue throughout the year.
19/02/2013WRJ03900

The Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears review will be carried out in respect of a number
of lenders and will involve both on-site visits and desk based analysis of policies and procedures currently in place or under consideration. This work has commenced and will continue
throughout February and March. The findings are intended to inform the upcoming review of
the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears.
ly.

The moneylending theme has been completed and the results of same will be released short-

The Bank has further advised me, as the sales incentives theme covers more than one industry sector this will continue throughout 2013. The Property Insurance Claims Handling themes
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will take place throughout 2013.
I understand from the Bank that in addition to the planned series of inspections, the Bank
will also continue to conduct additional reactive inspections on key issues as they arise throughout the year.
Mortgage Arrears Rate

19/02/2013WRK00150

276. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential
and buy to let mortgages outstanding at Irish Bank Resolution Corporation at the time of its
liquidation; the number of mortgages in arrears for greater than 90 days and 180 days; the total
value of mortgages outstanding at IBRC; the value of mortgages in arrears of greater than 90
and 180 days; the plans for the disposal of the mortgage book; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8666/13]
19/02/2013WRK00200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Detailed information in relation to the
Bank’s financial performance, including information on provisioning, is published semi-annually in the Bank’s interim report and annual report and accounts. The Bank’s 2011 Annual Report, pages 169-173, provides detailed disclosure on the Bank’s residential mortgage portfolio.
More recent information can be found in the Bank’s Interim Report 2012, page 72. It is Bank
policy not to publish any additional confidential commercially sensitive financial information
which could potentially have a detrimental impact on asset recovery.
19/02/2013WRK00300

IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRK00350

277. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the
winding down of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8721/13]
19/02/2013WRK00400

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, on 7 February 2013 the Oireachtas passed legislation (Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013),
appointing joint Special Liquidators to IBRC with immediate effect to wind up its business and
operations. A key element of the restructuring of the Promissory Notes was the liquidation of
IBRC. The disappearance of the former Anglo Irish Bank and former Irish Nationwide Building Society from our financial, political and social landscape was long overdue. They became
emblems of a culture of cronyism that undermined the confidence in both our economy and our
political system. They became a stain on our international reputation and dent to our national
pride. There are numerous benefits from the arrangement that have been undertaken. There are
efficiency gains from housing ‘legacy assets’ in a single vehicle, NAMA. Exceptional Liquidity
Assistance and the inherent risk associated with short term borrowings has also been removed
from the Irish banking landscape. There is also an expected reduction in the underlying deficit
by c.€1 billion per annum over the coming years with a reduction in government debt over time.
19/02/2013WRK00500

The Special Liquidation Order, made under the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act
2013, is no different from other liquidations and for employees in IBRC their employment was
terminated with immediate effect following the passing of the Act on Thursday 7th February.
There is no doubt that this will have come as a shock to the employees in the bank. It is unfortunate that it was not possible to give more notice on this matter and I regret the abruptness of how
this decision was communicated to the management and staff. However it was imperative to
keep the matter confidential due to the scale, sensitivity and complexity of the economic issues
involved. As previously stated I want to acknowledge, with much appreciation, the significant
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efforts the directors and staff of IBRC have made to the stabilisation of, and maintenance of
value in, IBRC. Nonetheless, unlike in other liquidations many of the employees have been
be re-hired by the Special Liquidator, some of whom will be employed for the duration of the
liquidation on such terms as he may determine.
The Special Liquidators have confirmed to IBRC staff that there will be no termination of
contracts within the first 3 months of the liquidation. Some staff may be offered positions with
NAMA or with other purchasers of the assets, to continue to manage the loan portfolios.
NAMA Investment Funds

19/02/2013WRK00550

278. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the number of completed transactions where the National Asset Management Agency has provided
so-called vendor finance; the total value of such finance provided and the total amount of such
finance presently outstanding. [8752/13]
19/02/2013WRK00600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it envisages that it will make up to €2 billion in vendor finance available, mainly in Ireland, on commercial terms to purchasers of commercial properties securing its loans. The further details
sought by the Deputy relate to the commercial dealings of NAMA and publication or otherwise
of this information is a matter for NAMA in the context of commercial objectives and in the
context of how it can best meet those objectives.
19/02/2013WRK00700

NAMA Loan Offers

19/02/2013WRK00750

279. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out the safeguards that the National Asset Management Agency has in place to prevent loans which it sells
to third parties being re-sold to the original debtors who might be in default of loans to NAMA.
[8753/13]
19/02/2013WRK00800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that when it approves the sale of any loan or approves the sale of any secured property by a debtor or receiver,
it requires a confirmation that the purchaser is not connected to the relevant debtor. NAMA
advises that the term ‘connected’ is widely defined to cover anyone acting on the debtor’s behalf. This is to ensure that the transaction can be truly considered to be at arm’s length. Having
ensured, as far as possible, that such primary sales are not made to the relevant debtors or to
connected parties, NAMA advises that it has no legal right to intervene in any further future
sales of the loan or property in question.
19/02/2013WRK00900

NAMA Loan Book

19/02/2013WRK00950

280. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason the National Asset
Management Agency has not provided potential purchasers of its Project Aspen and Project
Club loan portfolios with standard valuations; and if such an omission is considered to be detrimental to the prospects of NAMA maximizing income from the disposals. [8754/13]
19/02/2013WRK01000

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that methodology and
strategies applied in the case of any given loan sale is determined after consultation and discussion with the appointed loans sale advisor. The approach adopted in any particular case will be
determined by the ultimate objective of maximising sales proceeds.
19/02/2013WRK01100

236

19 February 2013

IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRK01150

281. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the Special Liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation will sell loans to the original borrowers at
a discount to the amounts outstanding on such loans. [8755/13]
19/02/2013WRK01200

282. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the Special Liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation will sell loans to the original borrowers at
a discount to the amounts outstanding on such loans, even in circumstances where such loans
are in default or in breach of the terms of the loan, including loan to value covenants. [8756/13]
19/02/2013WRK01300

283. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the criteria
the Special Liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation will use in deciding whether or not
to sell loans now, or to allow such loans to be transferred to the National Asset Management
Agency. [8757/13]
19/02/2013WRK01400

284. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the manner
in which the Special Liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation will sell loans; if there
will be a tender for panels of loan sales advisers and if so, when such a tender will be issued.
[8758/13]
19/02/2013WRK01500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 281 to
284, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRK01600

As the Deputy will be aware, on 7 February 2013 the Oireachtas passed legislation (Irish
Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013), appointing joint Special Liquidators to IBRC with immediate effect to wind up its business and operations. It is too early in the process to speculate
on the potential financial outcome of the liquidation process, however I can confirm that due
consideration was given, in preparatory work on the liquidation of IBRC and the legislation
passed earlier this month, to ensuring the best possible outcome for the Irish taxpayer. As part
of the role of the liquidators, the assets of IBRC will be valued independently before being sold.
Any assets not sold to third parties (including loan counterparties and other financial institutions) at or above the valuation price will be sold to NAMA at the independent valuation. This
ensures a ‘floor’ price on the assets of IBRC and that where required, assets with limited sale
potential can be worked through in the medium term by NAMA rather than sold at any price.
The Government’s approach in this area is consistent and focused on the best outcome.
IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRK01650

285. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will lay before Dáil
Éireann copies of directions issued to the National Asset Management Agency pursuant to the
NAMA Act and the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation. [8759/13]
19/02/2013WRK01700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I will lay the relevant directions to
NAMA before Dáil Eireann this week.
19/02/2013WRK01800

Black Economy Issues

19/02/2013WRK01850

286. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance if he has noted the decision of
the elected members of councils (details supplied) who have passed motions calling on the
Government to focus on tackling the black market and illicit trade which is estimated to cost
19/02/2013WRK01900
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the taxpayer €861 million each year; the action he will take; if he has issued a response to the
elected members in each of Councils in relation to this issue; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8790/13]
Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As regards representations, it is the policy in my Department that, when any such communication is received, its contents are noted and
details circulated to the relevant officials, and to the Revenue Commissioners, as appropriate.
A response is then prepared and issued. The Revenue Commissioners are very mindful of the
unfair competitive advantage to be gained by those businesses that do not fulfil their tax obligations. Revenue’s tax and duty compliance programmes are under constant review to ensure
that they are focussed on the areas of greatest risk, including risks from the shadow economy.
19/02/2013WRK02000

The Revenue Commissioners are pursuing a programme that is dealing in a very determined
way with tax evasion in all its forms through a range of compliance and audit interventions
including targeted special projects. A variety of methodologies are used by Revenue to identify those who are operating in the shadow economy including covert surveillance, cold calls
to businesses and venues as well as prearranged aspect queries on specific items. In addition,
joint operations are conducted with the Department of Social Protection using Joint Investigation Units and there is a strong focus on cash businesses, given its potential high-risk nature.
In 2012, Revenue carried out more than 537,000 compliance interventions, yielding more
than €492 million. Considerable success has been achieved in combating the illegal trade in
tobacco products. In 2012, Revenue’s Customs Service seized a total of 95.6 million cigarettes
from 8,108 seizures. A further 5,276 kilograms of other tobacco products were taken in 2012
from 1,395 seizures. There were 22 convictions on indictment, and 110 summary convictions,
during the year for offences related to the smuggling or sale of illicit cigarettes and tobacco.
In addition to the on-going enforcement action against the illegal fuel trade, steps are being
taken to ensure enhanced control and supervision at all stages of the fuel supply chain. Key
actions include a strengthening of the licensing arrangements for businesses selling auto-fuel,
and of the enforcement of licensing requirements. In addition, new licensing requirements have
been applied to persons dealing in marked fuels, with effect from 1 October 2012. As well as
these important licensing changes, a requirement operates from 1 January 2013 for all fuel traders to make electronic monthly returns to Revenue on their fuel transactions. This will facilitate
Revenue in detecting unusual or anomalous patterns of activity.
Given the links of organised criminality with the illegal fuel trade, Revenue works closely
with An Garda Síochána in combating it. Searches undertaken as part of intelligence-led operations have resulted in a considerable number of seizures of diesel and the closure of laundering
plants, particularly in border counties. In 2012, 11 oil laundries were detected and shut down
and 199,000 litres of oil were seized along with 27 vehicles, 2 fork-lifts and 5 trailers. There
were 10 arrests in the course of these operations. 57 premises were closed in 2012. In addition
to the fuel seized at laundries, a further 902,087 litre of fuel were seized during the year, the
greater part from retail outlets or in the course of delivery to them.
Much of the focus of the Joint Investigation Units (JIUs) is on shadow economy activity and
their operations include targeting illegal traders at markets and at seasonal events (Christmas
fairs, outdoor concerts etc.). During 2012, over 3,000 outdoor checks/visits/inspections were
carried out by the JIU teams including 168 multi-agency operations. The Revenue Commissioners hold regular meetings with trade and representative bodies through The Hidden Economy Monitoring Group where the risks posed by shadow economy activities are discussed. The
most recent meeting took place on January 30th.
Changes are frequently made in tax legislation aimed at counteracting shadow economy
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activity. Two examples from 2012 include the introduction of the electronic Relevant Contracts
Tax regime and an enhanced penalty regime for employers who fail to operate PAYE regulations fully. If any members of a Council wish to bring specific information on shadow economy
activity to the attention of the Revenue Commissioners, they may contact Planning Division,
Bishop’s Square, Redmond’s Hill, Dublin 2, or at the direct line (01) 4244276.
Financial Services Ombudsman Issues

19/02/2013WRK02050

287. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown of levies paid by each credit institution to the Financial Services Ombudsman in 2010,
2011 and 2012 [8799/13]
19/02/2013WRK02100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The method of calculating the levies
which regulated financial services institutions provide to the Office of the Financial Services
Ombudsman to carry out its duties are set out in Statutory Instrument Number 506 of 2012. I
have been informed by the Office of the Financial Services Ombudsman that the details of the
actual amount which each such institution pays is given on the basis that this information will
be retained in confidence by the Office. However, I can confirm that the total amount of levy
collected in each of the years is as follows:
19/02/2013WRK02200

Year
2010
2011
2012

Amount of Levy
1,191,784
838,600
1,228,669
19/02/2013WRK02250

IBRC Staff

288. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that
staff at an organisation (details supplied) will be entitled to the same terms and conditions as
colleagues who left on an earlier package in view of the alleged commitments given to current
staff members on this matter; if he will ensure that staff are kept fully updated on their current
employment situation in view of the special liquidation process; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8802/13]
19/02/2013WRK02300

295. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that all staff
in Irish Bank Resolution Corporation are treated in a fair manner following the special liquidation; and if he will end the uncertainty for the staff. [8891/13]
19/02/2013WRK02400

296. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the liquidation if the
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation the steps he will take to ensure that IBRC workers’ rights
under previous agreements are protected; if the value of their severance terms will be retained;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8978/13]
19/02/2013WRK02500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 288,
295 and 296 together.
19/02/2013WRK02600

As the Deputy is aware, the legislation surrounding liquidation ranks employees as preferential creditors in respect of certain amounts owing to them on a winding up, including accrued
wages and salaries, holiday pay, sick pay, statutory redundancy, pensions contributions and
claims for damages arising from accidents. The special liquidators were promptly in contact
with staff on Thursday 7th February and unlike in other liquidations, the majority of employees
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have be re-hired by the special liquidator, for a minimum period of 3 months, to ensure an orderly wind-down of the business.
The special liquidators have said that it is their key priority that all employees are fully kept
up to date on all developments during the course of the special liquidation. They have indicated
that their approach will be to talk with employees directly either in small groups or on a one to
one basis and they also plan to communicate by email general updates to employees during the
course of the special liquidation.
Excise Duties Reliefs

19/02/2013WRK02650

289. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance his views on a submission (details
supplied) regarding an excise rebate; the actions he plans to take to address the issues raised;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8812/13]
19/02/2013WRK02700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The proposal to introduce an auto-diesel
excise duty relief for licensed road hauliers that I announced in the Budget was, initially, confined to licensed and tax compliant hauliers. However having received a number of submissions from, and on behalf of, private coach operators seeking to have this relief extended to
them, the Deputy will now be aware, having seen the Finance Bill, published last week, that I
have extended the relief to the licensed passenger transport sector. The maximum amount of
the relief will be 7.5 cents per litre and will be price dependant.
19/02/2013WRK02800

IBRC Liquidation

19/02/2013WRK02850

290. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the
investigation into a company (details supplied) which the Chartered Accountants Regulatory
Board found did have a role to answer as auditors of Anglo Irish Bank, following the liquidation
of IBRC. [8831/13]
19/02/2013WRK02900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised that the liquidation of IBRC will not affect disciplinary action being undertaken by the Chartered Accountants
Regulatory Board (CARB), in accordance with the Bye-Laws of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland, in relation to Ernst & Young in respect of their former role as auditors of
Anglo Irish Bank. In September 2011 further to a report by the Special Investigator, Mr John
Purcell, formal complaints in relation to Ernst & Young were referred by CARB’s Complaints
Committee to its Disciplinary Panel. The disciplinary hearings in respect of the formal complaints are being deferred at the request of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
to avoid prejudicing any criminal proceedings arising out of the circumstances giving rise to
CARB’s investigations into various matters in relation to Anglo Irish Bank.
19/02/2013WRK03000

Section 6 of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act provides as follows:
“(6) (a) The Special Liquidation Order, and any other thing done under the Special
Liquidation Order or pursuant to instructions issued or any directions given to a
special liquidator pursuant to this Act (i) does not affect any proceedings taken, investigation undertaken, or disciplinary or
enforcement action undertaken by the Bank, the Director of Public Prosecutions,
An Garda Síochána, the Director of Corporate Enforcement or any regulatory author
ity, in respect of any matter in existence at the time the Special Liquidation Order was
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made or other thing was done, and does not preclude the taking of any proceedings, or
the undertaking of any investigation, or disciplinary or enforcement action, by the
Bank, the Director of Public Prosecutions, An Garda Síochána, the Director of Corporate Enforcement or any regulatory authority, in respect of any contravention of an
enactment or any misconduct which may have been committed before the Special Liquidation Order was made or the other thing was done.
		

(b) In this subsection “regulatory authority” includes -

			
			
			
		
			
			
			

(i) the Irish Stock Exchange,
(ii) the Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority,
(iii) a prescribed accountancy body (within the meaning of Part 2 of the Com
panies (Auditing and Accounting) Act 2003)(Emphasis added), and
(iv) any other authority which regulates, or which may investigate or prosecute, any person under or by virtue of any enactment, rule of law or
contract.”
Excise Duties Yield

19/02/2013WRK03050

291. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount that is expected
to be raised from the increase in excise duty on a bottle of wine introduced in Budget 2013.
[8841/13]
19/02/2013WRK03100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The €1 increase on excise duty on a
bottle of wine announced in Budget 2013 is expected to yield €60 million.
19/02/2013WRK03200

Departmental Correspondence

19/02/2013WRK03250

292. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will publish details of
discussions between the previous Government and the European Central Bank, in particular regarding whether the ECB expressed a view on the Irish Government not letting any of the Irish
banks collapse prior to the introduction of the State banking guarantee; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8867/13]
19/02/2013WRK03300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is the policy of my Department to
publish as much correspondence as possible where the publication of the correspondence is in
the public interest and where it is reasonably practicable to do so. For example my Department
has released under the Freedom of Information Act 1997 correspondence from the then Minister for Finance to the EU Commissioner on Economic and Monetary Affairs, the Managing
Director of the IMF and the President of the European Central Bank. However, as the Deputy
can appreciate, occasions can arise where it is not possible to publish all the records held by
the Department. For example under Section 24(2)(e) of the Freedom of Information Act 1997
as amended by the Freedom of Information Act 2003 my Department cannot release information that has been communicated in confidence from, to or within an institution or body of the
European Union. Also under Section 24(2)(f) of the same Act my Department cannot release
records of an Institution or Body of the European Union which contains information the disclosure of which is prohibited by the Institution or Body.
19/02/2013WRK03400

19/02/2013WRK03450

IBRC Staff
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293. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff from the
old Irish Bank Resolution Corporation that the National Asset Management Agency expects to
re-employ; the length of time he expects staff contracts to last; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8872/13]
19/02/2013WRK03500

294. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the National Asset Management Agency to draw up a new business plan as a consequence of the
liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8873/13]
19/02/2013WRK03600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 293
and 294 together.
19/02/2013WRK03700

I am advised by NAMA that as it will not have visibility on the portfolio to be acquired until
late August, following the completion of a loans valuation and sales process by the Special Liquidators, it is premature at this stage to comment on the matters raised by the Deputy.
Questions Nos. 295 and 296 answered with Question No. 288.
Financial Services Ombudsman Issues

19/02/2013WRK03850

297. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown of fines imposed on each credit institution, including compensation awards, by the Financial Services Ombudsman in 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8987/13]
19/02/2013WRK03900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must point out that the Financial Services Ombudsman is independent in the carrying out of his duties. I have no role in the
day to day workings of the office. I have been advised by the Office of the Financial Services
Ombudsman that the information requested by the Deputy is retained in confidence by the Office. However, the Financial Services Ombudsman has informed me that the Compensation
awarded by the Ombudsman from 2010 to 2012 is as follows:
19/02/2013WRK04000

Year
2012
2011
2010

Compensation
348,461
259,386
618,921

Total Finding issued
897
905
643

Upheld
108
140
154

Partly Upheld
156
145
36

Not Upheld
633
620
453

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

19/02/2013WRK04050

298. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills if special needs
assistants may assist their assigned pupils with academic tasks, while at all times being under
the direction of the teacher; if not, if he will explain the reason and if he will consider reviewing
the current procedures in the context of the new public service agreement which is currently
under negotiation. [8056/13]
19/02/2013WRK04100

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy
that Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) are allocated to schools by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) in order to provide for the care needs of children with special educational needs attending such schools. The policy of my Department in relation to the SNA scheme is
set out in Circular 07/02, which also provides details regarding the role and duties of an SNA.
19/02/2013WRK04200
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SNAs and teachers have separate yet complementary roles. The class teacher is responsible
for educating all pupils in his/her class, including any pupil with a special educational need. In
this task, the teacher may be supported by a learning support teacher and/or resource teacher.
SNAs are allocated to schools to enable them to support pupils with disabilities who also have
significant care needs. The deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual
Principal/Board of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which
best meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA
support has been allocated. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the
basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.
The Deputy will be aware that my Department has published a Value for Money (VFM) and
Policy Analysis Review of the Special Needs Assistant scheme. This review is available on my
Departments website: www.education.gov.ie. The Review has shown that the SNA Scheme has
been successful in supporting schools in meeting the needs of students with disabilities who
also have significant care needs. However, the review also found that the allocation process is
generally not well understood within schools and by parents nor is the purpose of the Scheme
fully understood. The review recommended that the SNA scheme should be restated to ensure
an efficient allocation of SNA resources and to clarify the ‘care’ nature of the SNA role for
parents, schools and professionals. However, the review did not recommend expanding the role
of the SNA.
My Department has established a working group which is presently implementing the recommendations of the SNA Value for Money report. I can also advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education for Persons
with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 to advise me as Minister in relation to any
matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities. The NCSE have been
asked to provide comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support
children with special educational needs. This advice will guide the preparation of a plan on
how aspects of EPSEN can be implemented, including the prioritising of access to children with
special needs to an individual education plan. I can advise that this advice will consider:
- the identification and assessment of children with special needs
- the nature of supports provided for children
- the way in which supports are allocated to schools and
- how these supports are configured.
The advice from the NCSE is expected in the coming months. It is my intention that the
significant resources to support children with Special Educational Needs are deployed to ensure
the best possible outcomes for students. The advice will be a key input into achieving this goal.
Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2013WRL00050

299. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process that
applies to student grant applications in the event of a separation maintenance agreement being
in place (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8074/13]
19/02/2013WRL00100

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate
that in the absence of the full details that would be contained in an individual application form,
it is not possible for me to say whether or not the payment in question should be included as
reckonable income for the students in question. In general, however, maintenance payments
19/02/2013WRL00200
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are reckonable income for student grant purposes. In common with all other sources of reckonable income, the full amount is taken into consideration for every individual student applying
for a grant. However, the income limits for grant eligibility are increased relative to the number
of students in a family applying for a grant.
Schools Building Projects Applications

19/02/2013WRL00250

300. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding emergency funding in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8081/13]
19/02/2013WRL00300

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authority
of the school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme for a new roof and new window surrounds for their school
building. As the scope of works for which funding was sought is outside the terms of the
scheme it cannot be considered for funding. The school authority has been informed of this
decision.
19/02/2013WRL00400

The Board of Management have been informed that my Department would be willing to
consider an application for scaled back works. Should such an application be received it will
be assessed and the school authority will be advised of the outcome.
Student Grant Scheme Appeals

19/02/2013WRL00450

301. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a
decision will issue on an appeal to the student grants appeal board in respect of a person (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8088/13]
19/02/2013WRL00500

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, (SUSI) that the student in question
appealed its original decision to the appeals officer in SUSI on 15th January, 2013 and that a
decision on foot of this appeal will issue to the student in the coming days.
19/02/2013WRL00600

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student
Grants Appeals Board.
Student Grant Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRL00650

302. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of a grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8092/13]
19/02/2013WRL00700

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 13th February 2013, a request
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.
19/02/2013WRL00800
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Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2013WRL00850

303. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is the
case that Student Universal Support Ireland appeals can take up to 30 days for the application
to be approved for appeal and that the appeal can take a further 30 days in order that persons
now in the system may be facing a further delay of two months; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8093/13]
19/02/2013WRL00900

304. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person
(details supplied) in County Galway who completed the first year of a course failed an exam
and repeated five months of first year is ineligible for a Student Universal Support Ireland grant
for first year, or alternatively for first year and five months of second year, in view of the fact
that their period of study never extended into second year of the first course and no grant was
obtained for either five months repeat period or the first year of the course now being studied;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8095/13]
19/02/2013WRL01000

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 303 and 304 together.
19/02/2013WRL01100

My officials understand from Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the grant application from the student in question was unsuccessful and that she appealed this decision to its
appeals officer on 30th January 2013. The decision of the appeals officer issued to the student
on 18th February 2013 which is within the 30 day statutory timeframe set down in the Student
Support Act 2011.
The student’s application is currently being re-assessed on foot of the appeals officer’s decision and the outcome will be communicated to the student as promptly as possible. The Deputy
will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an
individual’s application, including those relating to repeat periods of study, it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.
Student Grant Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRL01150

305. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has been made on the Student Universal Support Ireland grant application in respect of
a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8096/13]
19/02/2013WRL01200

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the first named student, a final course acceptance form is awaited to enable his grant application to be processed
to finality. A request for this issued to the student.
19/02/2013WRL01300

In the case of the second named student, a revised award letter issued on the 11th February,
2013.
Ministerial Appointments
306. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments
made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary. [8117/13]
19/02/2013WRL01400
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307. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the
qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and
all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State-owned banks and
judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8135/13]
19/02/2013WRL01500

308. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks
and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8153/13]
19/02/2013WRL01600

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 306 to 308, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRL01700

Details of Membership of Boards and appointment dates can be downloaded from my Department’s website, this information is updated when any relevant changes occur. http://www.
education.ie.
In accordance with Government policy, expressions of interest have been sought through
the Public Appointments Service (PAS) from suitably qualified and experienced persons for
consideration for appointment to the following boards of Bodies operating under the aegis of
my Department. Leárgas Ltd – The Exchange Bureau; The Higher Education Authority (HEA);
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI); The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA); The State Examinations Commission (SEC); The Teaching Council Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA); National Council for Special Education (NCSE).
Three appointments were made to the Board of Foras Áiseanna Saothair (FÁS), these vacancies were not published on PAS. Appointments to the Board of FÁS were made after consultation with the Minister for Social Protection and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.
It should be noted that Board appointments, while made by me as Minister, are not in all
cases made at my sole discretion. Individuals may be nominated for appointment by various
organisations as specified in the relevant statute of the body concerned. The Deputy should
further note that in making any direct Ministerial appointments, I am not necessarily confined to
those who make such expressions of interest but will ensure that all of those appointed have the
relevant skills and competencies for the positions. In making any direct Ministerial board appointment, all of those appointed are obliged to have the relevant qualifications/experience for
the positions. In that respect regard is given to the body or agency in question and its particular
area of responsibility as well as ensuring that the board members have an appropriate mix of
skills and experience in such areas as corporate governance, legal expertise, financial expertise.
The information requested on the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments
made that were subject to the PAS process is outlined in the following table.
Details of Boards appointed from PAS
Name of Board

Number of Vacancies [Note 1]

Léargas

10

Appointments
made from members of the public who applied
through the PAS
process
0
246

% subject to a
public applications
process

0
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Name of Board

Number of Vacancies [Note 1]

% subject to a
public applications
process

9

Appointments
made from members of the public who applied
through the PAS
process
2

Higher Education
Authority (HEA)
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI)
State Examinations Commission (SEC)
Teaching Council
National Council for
Curriculum & Assessment (NCCA)
Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA)
National Council for
Special Education
(NCSE)

8

3

38

5

2

40

3
3

0
2

0
67

6

3

50

13

2

15

22

Note 1: It should be noted that Board appointments, while made by the Minister, are not in
all cases made at his sole discretion. Individuals may be nominated for appointment by various
organisations as specified in the relevant statute of the body concerned.
Special Educational Needs Services Provision

19/02/2013WRL01750

309. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions
available for the continuing education of a student (details supplied) in Dublin 24 with special
needs; his views that this acceptable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8165/13]
19/02/2013WRL01800

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The child referred to by the
Deputy will be assessed by a Psychologist nominated by the National Educational Psychological Service. My Department will provide home tuition on an interim basis pending the completion of that assessment and a decision about the child’s placement in school.
19/02/2013WRL01900

Higher Education Institutions Issues

19/02/2013WRL01950

310. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has adopted
as policy the proposed amalgamation of the Church of Ireland Teacher College of Education
into a new campus in Drumcondra, Dublin. [8171/13]
19/02/2013WRL02000

311. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has had any
direct engagement, or consultations, with principals, teachers, board of management members,
or parents of children in primary schools under Church of Ireland, Presbyterian and Methodist
control in respect of his proposal to amalgamate the CICE with other colleges on a new campus
in Drumcondra, Dublin. [8172/13]
19/02/2013WRL02100

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 310 and 311 together.
19/02/2013WRL02200
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I have accepted the recommendations set out in a report commissioned by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) on the structures of initial teacher education. The purpose of the report
was to identify possible new structures to improve initial teacher education in Ireland so that it
is comparable with the best in the world. The international panel of education experts recommended that teacher education be provided in six “centres for teacher education”. Currently
there are 19 state funded providers of ITE (and three non-state funded) offering more than 40
college programmes in primary and post-primary teaching. The new collaborations recommended by the international panel will mean that there will be a smaller number of centres for
ITE offering education across multiple sectors from early childhood to primary, to post primary
to adult education. These centres for teacher education will also possess a critical mass in terms
of research capacity which is not always possible in smaller institutions.
The review panel suggested the Church of Ireland College of Education would be suitably
positioned to join any of the first three new configurations. In the course of consultation, I have
advised the college authorities that while I cannot support all colleges remaining on their current campus, I am happy for them to negotiate their own destiny, consistent with their desire
to protect their ethos within the broad parameters of the HEA report. As you are aware, CICE
publicly signalled its intention to join DCU, St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra and the Mater
Dei Institute and I understand discussions are ongoing.
Irish Language Issues

19/02/2013WRL02250

312. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details
supplied) in County Wicklow will qualify for an Irish exemption in second level school as a result of their special educational needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8226/13]
19/02/2013WRL02300

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In primary and post-primary
schools recognised by my Department the study of Irish is compulsory however, there are certain limited circumstances whereby an exemption from the study of Irish may be granted.
19/02/2013WRL02400

In this regard my Department’s Circular M10/94 for pupils attending post-primary schools
outlines the circumstances whereby an exemption from the study of Irish may be granted. Under the terms of this Circular delegated authority to grant exemptions, within the conditions
laid down, is vested in the school management authorities of recognised post-primary schools.
Where a school has a query on how the Circular should be applied in respect of any particular
application they may seek the advice of my Department’s Inspectorate.
In respect of the case referred to by the Deputy the parents of the child should make a written application for an exemption to their child’s school. If the application is being sought on
the grounds of a specific learning disability the application should be supported with a psychologist’s report carried out by a qualified psychologist not more than two years prior to the
application for an exemption.
Student Support Schemes Issues

19/02/2013WRL02450

313. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider
introducing a new emergency scheme to assist students who are experiencing exceptional financial hardship and who will be left with no other option but to withdraw from college/university
unless they receive urgent assistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8261/13]
19/02/2013WRL02500

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Students in third-level insti-

19/02/2013WRL02600
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tutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might
otherwise, due to their financial circumstances, be unable to continue their third level studies.
Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer in the third level institution
attended. The Access Officers themselves will also continue to provide support and advice to
students to enable them to continue with their studies.
Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2013WRL02650

314. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills with regard
to Student Universal Support Ireland the reason the basic supplementary welfare allowance is
not allowable as a payment for means testing for the grant in view of the fact that it is a social
welfare payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8303/13]
19/02/2013WRL02700

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Persons in receipt of the
supplementary welfare allowance may apply for a student grant. Assuming that students satisfy
all of the relevant terms and conditions of the student grant scheme, eligible students on this
payment qualify for the standard rate of grant. Tuition fees and the student contribution are also
paid on their behalf where these arise.
19/02/2013WRL02800

The supplementary welfare allowance doers not qualify a student for the special rate of
maintenance grant because it is considered to be a short-term payment.
School Transport Eligibility

19/02/2013WRL02850

315. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding school transport in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8321/13]
19/02/2013WRL02900

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport scheme children are eligible for
transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest national
school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.
19/02/2013WRL03000

Children who are not eligible for school transport, under the terms of the scheme, may avail
of transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of a conditions including the availability of spare seats on an existing service and the payment of the annual charge.
Bus Éireann which operates the School Transport Scheme, on behalf of my Department, has
advised that they have been in contact with the family in question regarding this matter.
Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2013WRL03050

316. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills following on
from the announcement of capital funding for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin,
when he expects this school to be built; the capacity of the school; the date on which he expects
enrolment to take place and any other information about this school that he has at his disposal
relevant to its immediate future. [8329/13]
19/02/2013WRL03100

249

Questions - Written Answers

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The delivery of a new 1,000
pupil post-primary school referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to Co. Dublin VEC. The
project is in Architectural Planning and is expected to become available for September 2014.
The VEC have advised that they expect to be in a position to take a maximum of 120 1st year
pupils for September 2014.
19/02/2013WRL03200

State Examinations Issues

19/02/2013WRL03250

317. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he considered
bringing forward the date for publication of the junior certificate results to August to enable
students to make an informed decision on subject selection for the leaving certificate cycle; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8337/13]
19/02/2013WRL03300

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State examinations currently operate within the tightest of timeframes and to maximum capacity. For the 2012 examinations the State Examinations Commission processed 1.9 million individual component
results leading to 980,000 subject grades which were awarded to 115,000 candidates. In 2012
the Junior Certificate results were issued on Wednesday 12th September some four weeks after
the Leaving Certificate results on Wednesday 15th August.
19/02/2013WRL03400

Of necessity, priority is given to processing the examination results in the higher stakes
Leaving Certificate in order to provide the earliest possible issue of results for the benefit of
candidates sitting their terminal school leaving examinations and to facilitate offers of college
places through the college entry process conducted by the Central Applications Office and the
college admissions offices.
The current examinations timetable and results processing schedule maximises the time
available to collect and process the written examination scripts and other component results,
and to then resolve the problems which arise with regard to individual results. While the examinations operate to extremely tight timeframes the SEC places huge emphasis on operational
efficiency, security, and quality at every stage of the operation. Even when the Framework in
Junior Cycle is introduced from September 2014 on a phased basis, it is expected that students
will receive their School Certificate in the Autumn after the completion of year 3. This new
reporting system will commence in Autumn 2017.
School Curriculum

19/02/2013WRL03450

318. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm
the guidelines regarding transition year work experience and if it is allowable for students to
engage in work experience one day over the course of the academic year; his views on whether
instances of this nature are ideal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8370/13]
19/02/2013WRL03500

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In relation to Transition Year
work experience there are a number of models currently in use by schools. I am aware that
a number of schools have changed work experience from a one or two week block release to
one day a week for the year. This is a considered response to local needs. Schools are free to
interpret the TY Guidelines themselves and to provide their own unique programme for their
schools.
19/02/2013WRL03600

Education Policy

19/02/2013WRL03650
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319. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary Question No. 90 of 30 January 2013, if he or the National Council for Special Education have estimates for the prevalence of ASD in the pupil population; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8403/13]
19/02/2013WRL03700

320. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he recognises
autism as a specific condition which requires specific supports; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8405/13]
19/02/2013WRL03800

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions
319 and 320 together.
19/02/2013WRL03900

I previously advised the Deputy that the NCSE developed estimates on the prevalence of
special educational needs as part of its process to advise the Minister on the implementation of
the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN), Act 2004.
The Council estimated at that time that up to 18% of the school going population may have
a special educational need, as defined under the EPSEN Act, while a more recent NCSE Report:
A Study of the Prevalence of Special Educational Needs (2011) estimates that this figure may
be even higher that 18% of the pupil population.
With regard to the prevalence of children with autism in the school going population, the
NCSE Implementation report, 2006, adopted 0.56% as the prevalence rate for autism. As at
that time, there were no reliable studies on the prevalence of autism in Ireland, the NCSE based
this on the Task Force for Autism report which recommended that “as an initial target, provision
be made for services for at least 20 per 10,000 with Autistic Spectrum Disorder and for 36 per
10,000 with Asperger’s Syndrome”.
A later international review of the literature of best practice provision in the education of
people with autistic spectrum disorder (Parsons et al, 2009) commissioned by the NCSE, found
that prevalence rates vary, with some systematic studies showing prevalence rates of up to 100
per 10,000 (1%) of people with ASD.
My Department strives to ensure that a continuum of special education provision is available
as required for children with special educational needs. In line with this approach the policy is
to promote a child-centred approach to education of all children with special educational needs
including those with autism. As each child with autism is unique they should have access to a
range of different approaches to meet their individual needs.
Children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of being
fully integrated into mainstream schools with additional teaching and/or care assistance. Many
are best enrolled in autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive interventions
are required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and differing needs/
strengths/abilities emerge.
The Deputy will be aware that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special
classes in schools across the country to cater for children with autism has been a key educational priority in recent years.
Student Grant Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRL03950

321. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding a Student Universal Support Ireland application in respect of a person (details
19/02/2013WRL04000
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supplied); when first payment will be receive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8411/13]
Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Deputy is a postgraduate student and he has been awarded a fee grant in accordance with the terms
and conditions of the student grant scheme. An award letter issued to the student in this regard
on 6th February 2013. Fee grants are paid directly to institutions on students’ behalf with payment being made when institutions invoice the grant awarding authority.
19/02/2013WRL04100

FÁS Training Programmes

19/02/2013WRM00150

322. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied with
the arrangement of a private company funded by the State offering training courses in County
Cork in direct opposition to the local secondary school which already offers these courses and
is endeavouring to maintain its pupil numbers for survival; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8421/13]
19/02/2013WRM00200

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
The purpose of MOMENTUM is to help enhance the collaboration and engagement between
employers and enterprise with education and training providers so as to design and deliver a
range of innovative and relevant projects for individuals who have been unemployed for 12
months or more in support of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs and the National Skills
Strategy. Funding is being utilised to provide solutions to the needs of both unemployed individuals and employers. Part of the strategy of the MOMENTUM programme is to provide
projects in areas where research has identified potential job placement and opportunities. The
projects have been distributed nationally, thus providing a good regional spread - including areas of significant disadvantage. It should be noted that the MOMENTUM fund represents less
than 1.5% of the overall further education budget.
19/02/2013WRM00300

The MOMENTUM fund allocation is based on national research from organisation reports
from agencies such as FÁS and FORFAS which indicate the types of occupations that have
current job vacancies and MOMENTUM is focused on those areas. Courses were selected using a competitive tender process administered by FÁS. This process was used to select the best
courses that would deliver the results needed to place people in jobs. FÁS cannot disclose the
value of the contract awarded to the contractor in question, as this information is currently not
in the public domain. The tender scoring took the cost of the projects into account in the award
of the contracts. Furthermore, the structure of the funding is based on a financial risk transfer
model. This means that the contractor’s payments are based on the delivery of specific project
outcomes, ensuring that the taxpayer gets the best value for money.
Value for Money Reviews

19/02/2013WRM00350

323. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the small
schools value for money review will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8503/13]
19/02/2013WRM00400

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The value for money review
of small primary school provision is at an advanced stage of preparation. I expect to publish the
review and I look forward to debating its findings at that stage.
19/02/2013WRM00500
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19/02/2013WRM00550

324. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if income earned
will continue to be the basis for eligibility for higher education grants; if he will reassure worried families that the value of the assets used to earn income will not form part of his future
assessment plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8504/13]
19/02/2013WRM00600

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that
a dedicated capital assets test implementation group was established to bring forward detailed
implementation proposals on new means testing arrangements for student grants, to include the
value of assets. I have received a draft report from the implementation group. This is currently
under consideration and I will be consulting further with my cabinet colleagues in the matter in
due course. I can assure families that the intention behind this approach is to ensure that, at a
time of reduced resources, the Government targets valuable schemes, such as the student grant
scheme, at those who need them most. Equally, it is to ensure that those who can afford to pay
to go to higher education should do so. Under any new means testing arrangement, families
whose income and assets fall below a certain level, will continue to be eligible for third level
grants for their children.
19/02/2013WRM00700
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19/02/2013WRM00750

325. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will support the proposal to establish a second level Educate Together School in Dublin north city area;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8521/13]
19/02/2013WRM00800

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware
in June 2011, I announced that up to 40 new schools are to be established up to 2017 to cater for
increasing demographics across a number of locations. These consisted of twenty new primary
schools and twenty new post-primary schools. This announcement did not include a proposal
to establish any new second level school in the Dublin north city area. The Forward Planning
Section of my Department will continue to monitor enrolments in this area to ensure that there
is sufficient school accommodation to meet any projected future demands.
19/02/2013WRM00900

FÁS Training Programmes

19/02/2013WRM00950

326. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further
to Parliamentary Question No. 193 and 194 of 4 December 2012, when a response will issue
from FÁS. [8522/13]
19/02/2013WRM01000

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
A response issued from my office on Friday 15th February 2013.
19/02/2013WRM01100

School Curriculum

19/02/2013WRM01150

327. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedures to be
followed by primary schools in issuing certificates to exempt students from studying the Irish
language; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8523/13]
19/02/2013WRM01200

19/02/2013WRM01300

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In primary and post-primary
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schools recognised by my Department the study of Irish is compulsory however, there are certain limited circumstances whereby an exemption from the study of Irish may be granted. In
this regard my Department’s Circular 12/96 for pupils attending recognised primary schools
outlines the circumstances whereby an exemption from the study of Irish may be granted. Under the terms of this circular delegated authority to grant exemptions, within the conditions
laid down, is vested in the school management authorities of recognised primary schools. This
circular also describes the procedures a recognised primary school should follow in considering whether or not to grant an exemption. Where a school decides to grant an exemption the
decision should be conveyed to the parent or guardian by way of a written certificate, signed by
the school principal.
Third Level Fees

19/02/2013WRM01350

328. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views
on the fact that it has now been reported that universities are hiring debt collection agencies to
pursue students over outstanding fees. [8529/13]
19/02/2013WRM01400

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware,
under my Departments free fees scheme eligible full-time undergraduate students have their
tuition fees paid on their behalf by the Exchequer. The student contribution, which is currently
€2,250 per academic year, is payable by students who qualify under the free fees scheme. Students who qualify under my Department’s student grant scheme have the student contribution
paid on their behalf by the Exchequer. The Higher Education Authority (HEA), at my request,
asked institutions to put arrangements in place whereby students may pay the contribution in
two instalments. This is in order to spread the financial cost of third level, rather than having to
make one lump payment at the start of the academic year.
19/02/2013WRM01500

The position is that higher education institutions, including universities, are autonomous
bodies and I have no role in their day to day operational affairs. Those matters are the responsibility of the management authority and governing body. In relation to the specific issue of debt
collectors, as referred to by the Deputy, I would hope that institutions deal with such students
in a sensitive and understanding manner.
School Transport Applications

19/02/2013WRM01550

329. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide
an update on transport provision for a child attending an autism unit (details supplied); the costs
pertaining to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8627/13]
19/02/2013WRM01600

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme, a pupil with special needs is
eligible for transport if s/he is attending the nearest recognised mainstream school, special
class/ special school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet the child’s special educational
needs under Department of Education and Skills criteria. The purpose of the School Transport
Scheme for Children with Special Needs is to provide a reasonable level of transport service
for children with a diagnosed disability and/or special educational need. A Special Transport
Grant towards the cost of private transport arrangements may be provided at the discretion of
my Department in certain situations including where Bus Éireann is not in a position to provide
a transport service. The family referred to by the Deputy in the details supplied has recently
been advised of the position regarding the Special Transport Grant.
19/02/2013WRM01700
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19/02/2013WRM01750

330. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding an emergency works grant in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8633/13]
19/02/2013WRM01800

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by
the Deputy submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works
Scheme for the erection of railings on the boundary wall in July 2012. This application was refused as the scope of works for which funding was sought was outside the terms of the scheme.
This decision was appealed and the school authority were informed that the project still remained outside the scope of the scheme. In December, 2012 the school authorities advised my
Department that the works had been carried out by the parents and requested funding to cover
the cost of these works. My Department does not provide grant aid for projects undertaken by
schools without prior approval.
19/02/2013WRM01900

School Management

19/02/2013WRM01950

331. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure that proper management structures are put in place in a school (details supplied) in County
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8634/13]
19/02/2013WRM02000

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act 1998, the appointment of a Board of Management of a school is a
matter for the relevant school patron. Under the provisions of this Act, where a Patron determines that the appointment of a Board is not practicable, or where the Patron, with the consent
of the Minister, has dissolved a Board of Management, the Patron may appoint a manager or
managers to perform the functions of the Board. In the case of the school in question, the patron
has, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Education Act 1998, appointed a single
manager to manage the school.
19/02/2013WRM02100

School Accommodation

19/02/2013WRM02150

332. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding the need for additional classroom space at a school (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8638/13]
19/02/2013WRM02200

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm for the Deputy
that my Department has received an application for additional accommodation from the school
to which he refers. The application is currently being assessed and a decision will be conveyed
to the school authority as soon as this process has been completed.
19/02/2013WRM02300

19/02/2013WRM02350

School Staffing

333. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for
moving to a system whereby recently qualified teachers will be probated by their school principal rather than a Department inspector; if a circular was issued to schools in relation to this;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8668/13]
19/02/2013WRM02400
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Access to the profession of
teaching in recognised schools in Ireland is regulated. The Teaching Council is the designated
authority for the regulation of the profession. Section 7(2)(f) and Section 7(2)(g) of the Teaching Council Act 2001 were commenced on 1 September 2012, conferring responsibility for
induction and probation procedures to the Teaching Council. The Council requires that all primary teachers successfully complete probation in order to achieve full registration (registration
without conditions). The Inspectorate of my Department evaluates the professional competence of primary teachers, in accordance with Circular 0029/2012 for the purposes of informing
the Teaching Council’s decisions regarding registration. The Council is preparing proposals for
the probation for all teachers for consultation. However in the school year 2012/13 the Inspectorate continues to evaluate the professional competence of primary teachers, for the purposes
of informing the Teaching Council’s decisions regarding registration.
19/02/2013WRM02500

School Evaluations

19/02/2013WRM02550

334. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is proposing changing the system of whole school evaluation to a system of self evaluation by school
authorities; if a circular was issued to schools in relation to this; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8669/13]
19/02/2013WRM02600

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I launched a new system of
school self-evaluation for all schools last November. My Department issued circulars 0039/2012
(primary) and 0040/2012 (post-primary) which explain the school self-evaluation process and
the actions required at school level. The Inspectorate has published comprehensive guidelines
for schools and is delivering a range of other supports for school self-evaluation. School selfevaluation will work alongside and complement the annual programme of external inspections
conducted by the Inspectorate to provide an integrated and robust system of quality assurance.
19/02/2013WRM02700

I do not intend to change the very good external inspection arrangements that we have.
However, in the years ahead, as schools develop their capacity to conduct effective school
self-evaluation, models of inspection will be further adapted to assess, validate and take full
account of each school’s own self-evaluation and improvement planning. By connecting school
self-evaluation and external inspection in this way we can achieve a more integrated quality
assurance system for schools supporting the provision of a high quality and effective school
experience for all learners.
Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2013WRM02750

335. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current position regarding funding to progress a new school proposed (details supplied) in Dublin 16; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8680/13]
19/02/2013WRM02800

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The proposed building project referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning. Due to
competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the
limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet those
increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the five year
construction programme announced last year.
19/02/2013WRM02900
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19/02/2013WRM02950

336. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary
Question No. 301 of 12 February 2013, if he will confirm the number of students that applied
for a higher education grant form the State in 2011; if he will compute the approximate cost of
assessing and determining the eligibility of these applications; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8690/13]
19/02/2013WRM03000

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For the 2011/12 academic
year, some 88,834 students applied for a higher education grant - 45,715 new applications and
43,119 renewals for continuing students. In addition some 13,883 students applied for a further
education grant - 11,920 new applications and 1,963 renewals for continuing students. This
information has been compiled from data provided by the 66 grant awarding authorities to the
Department and it reflects the position as at the third week in January 2012. It is estimated that
the cost of administration of student grants by the 66 grant awarding authorities in 2011 was in
the region of €10.5m.
19/02/2013WRM03100

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

19/02/2013WRM03150

337. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to
issue a policy document on educating children with autism; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8692/13]
19/02/2013WRM03200

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware
that policy can be expressed and manifested through a variety of forms. Explicitly, it is communicated via legislation, regulations, rulings, orders, plans, strategies, policy statements, and
other forms – or through a combination of these. Therefore the Deputy will appreciate that
specific policies and objectives are not always articulated in just one document. However my
officials are currently compiling a document to bring together and further clarify the various
strands of policy in this area.
19/02/2013WRM03300

My Department strives to ensure that a continuum of special education provision is available as required for children with special educational needs. In line with this approach the policy is to promote a child-centred approach to education of all children with special educational
needs including those with autism. As each child with autism is unique they should have access
to a range of different approaches to meet their individual needs. Children with autism present
with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of being fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching or care supports. Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/or care assistance. Many are best enrolled in
autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive interventions are required. Some
may move from one setting to another as they get older and differing needs/strengths/abilities
emerge.
The preferred policy of my Department is that children with autism are educated in school
settings where children may have access to individualised education programmes (IEPs), fullyqualified professional teachers, special needs assistants, the appropriate school curriculum with
the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial integration and interaction with
other pupils. Autism classes are established with a staffing ratio of 1 teacher and a minimum
of 2 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) for every 6 children. Other SNAs may be allocated if
required to meet the care needs of the children. Start-up grants are provided to the schools to
enable special equipment to be purchased. Enhanced capitation is paid in respect of each child
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and assistive technology is funded where this is recommended.
This approach promotes the maximum level of inclusion which accords with the intent of
the EPSEN Act. While some children may be able to attend a mainstream class, for others the
most appropriate provision may be in a special class or unit in the school or in a special school.
My Department supports provision in mainstream schools, some 540 special classes for autism
attached to mainstream and special schools and 18 special schools for children with autism
throughout the State which cater for the educational needs of some 5,000 children with autism,
all of which operate within the policy parameters. This policy is based on advice received from
international experts on autism, NEPS, the Inspectorate and the report of the Irish Task Force on
Autism. My Department has satisfied itself that research does not support the exclusive usage
of any one approach as a basis for national educational provision for children with autism. It is
for this reason that my Department’s preferred policy is for a child centred approach where the
approach to be taken is based on the individual child’s needs.
In arriving at the preferred policy which is currently in place, my Department has considered
published research, including the Report of the Task Force on Autism (2001) and the Evaluation
of Educational Provision for Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders (2006), both of which
are available on my Department’s website and have also informed the policy. My Department
was also mindful of contributions of many other experts at international conferences/visits have
also informed the development views. My Department continues to develop policy and programmes for children with special educational needs, including those with autism, and will
continue to take relevant professional advice into account in this regard.
Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRM03350

338. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of students from farming backgrounds currently in receipt of a student grant, broken down
on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8744/13]
19/02/2013WRM03400

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The table contains the available information in the Department in this matter. The data refers to the 2011/12 academic
year and refers to new applications only. The equivalent data for 2012/2013 will not be available until the end of the current academic year. The information has been supplied by 66 grant
awarding authorities. It is indicative data only as, for data protection reasons, it is not mandatory for students to provide details of their socio-economic backgrounds to a grant awarding
authority. In 2011, for example, 34% did not declare the main household occupation. In addition, adequate information may not be provided to the grant awarding authorities to enable
occupations to be classified.
19/02/2013WRM03500

Breakdown of new awards of Grants 2011/2012 under Socio Economic Categories
County
Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Galway

Farmers
40
70
122
69
159
1
62
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County
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick
Longford
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
Tipperary
Waterford
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow

Farmers
42
9
28
38
41
27
31
3
142
28
51
50
79
77
91
42
29
77
17
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19/02/2013WRM03550

339. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average income of the farming families whose children qualified for a student grant in 2012/2013
or for the most recent year available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8745/13]
19/02/2013WRM03600

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Data is not collated on average incomes for any socio-economic group. Grant applications are means tested on gross
income from all sources earned inside and outside the State within a specified reference period.
Various income thresholds for a grant apply depending on the number of dependent children in
a family and/or the number of children attending further and higher education. Any applicant
from any sector of society, including farmers, below these threshold and who meets all of the
other terms and conditions of the student grant scheme will qualify for a grant. A table outlining
the income thresholds for the 2012/13 academic year follows.
19/02/2013WRM03700

SCHEDULE 1
Reckonable Income Limits for maintenance and fee grants for the 2012/13 academic
year
Part A
1. Reckonable income limits:
The period 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2011 is the reference period for the academic
year 2012/13. The income limits that apply to tuition students relate to the fee elements only. A
tuition student does not qualify for any maintenance grant.
Income Limits for Maintenance and Fee Grants - Table A
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-

Maintenance

Maintenance

Maintenance

-

Special
Rate*

100%
Standard
Rate

-

Fee elements:

To qualify
for

Maintenance

Maintenance

Maintenance

Maintenance

Maintenance

75% Stan- 50% Stan- 25% Stan- Not paydard
dard
dard
able
Rate
Rate
Rate

Not payable

Not payable

Fee elements:

Fee elements:

Fee elements:

Fee elements:

Fee elements:

Fee elements:

Fee elements:

100%
Tuition
Fees

100%
Tuition
Fees

100%
Tuition
Fees

100%
Tuition
Fees

100%
Tuition
Fees

50%
Tuition
Fees

Tuition
Tuition
Fees —Not Fees —Not
payable
payable

To qualify
for

100%
Student
Contribution

100%
Student
Contribution

100%
Student
Contribution

100%
Student
Contribution

100%
Student
Contribution

100%
Student
Contribution

50% Student
Contribution

To qualify
for

Field Trip

Field Trip

Field Trip

Field Trip

Field Trip

Field Trip Field Trip Field Trip
— Notpay- — Notpay- — Notpayable
able
able

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Postgraduate Fee
Contribution:

No. of
dependentchildren

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Payable

Less than 4 €22,703

€41,110

€42,235

€44,720

€47,205

€51,380

€55,920

€31,500

4—7

€22,703

€45,165

€46,415

€49,145

€51,880

€56,460

€61,440

€34,615

8 or more

€22,703

€49,045

€50,400

€53,360

€56,320

€61,295

€66,700

€37,580

50% Student
Contribution
—Not payable

Additional increments that may be applied to the income limits in Table A for Maintenance
and Fee Grants - Table B**
+ incre- €0
ment for
each additional
relevant
person

+ 4,980

+ 4,815

+ 4,815

+ 4,815

+ 4,980

+ 4,980

+ 4,980

*To be eligible for the special rate of maintenance an applicant’s reckonable income on 31
December 2011 must include an eligible payment listed in Schedule 2.
** Increments which may be applied to the relevant income limits
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340. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
publish the report of the capital asset test implementation group by the end of this month; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8746/13]
19/02/2013WRM03800

341. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation
to the inclusion of capital assets in the means testing of students grants, if he is considering setting a limit on land valued at €750,000; if this is true, the way this figure was arrived at; and if
19/02/2013WRM03900
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he will make a statement on the matter. [8747/13]
Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 340 and 341 together.
19/02/2013WRM04000

The Deputy will be aware that a dedicated capital assets test implementation group was
established to bring forward detailed implementation proposals on new means testing arrangements for student grants, to include the value of assets. No decision has been taken on setting
a limit on the value of farm or other business assets that may be included in any new means
testing arrangements. I have received a draft report from the implementation group. This is
currently under consideration I will consult further with my cabinet colleagues before the report
is published.
Childhood Obesity

19/02/2013WRM04050

342. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans in place
to counter the spread of childhood obesity; the part that will be played by physical education as
part of the school curriculum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8749/13]
19/02/2013WRM04100

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Currently, all primary and
second-level schools provide PE as part of the curriculum and there are approved syllabuses
for the subject. The new Framework for Junior Cycle which I published last October will, inter
alia, aim to increase the importance of physical wellbeing in several ways:
19/02/2013WRM04200

- The Framework is based on eight Principles. The Principle of “Wellbeing” undertakes to
ensure that “the student experience contributes directly to their physical wellbeing.”
- In addition, eight Key Skills are required for successful learning across the curriculum
and beyond the school. This is in recognition of the fact that learning takes place both inside
and outside of the formal school environment. One of these Key Skills is “Staying Well”, which
adopts a holistic approach to wellbeing and includes “Being healthy, physical and active”.
- Contained in the Junior Cycle’s Statements of Learning is the stated aim that the student
is “confident and competent in physical activity and is motivated to be physically active”, and
that he/she “understands the importance of food and diet in making healthy lifestyle choices”.
- Perhaps most importantly in this respect, the new junior cycle will enable schools to offer
Physical Education as a short course, which means that, for the first time, it can be certified.
The issue of obesity is addressed in schools not only in the teaching of Physical Education, but
also in Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), and Home Economics. As part of the
revised Junior Cycle, short courses are being prepared by the NCCA not only in PE but also in
SPHE and will be available for schools from September2014. These courses may be assessed
as a part of the School Certificate in the new Junior Cycle.
The Active School Flag, funded by my Department, was officially launched in 2009 to motivate and award schools which strive to achieve a physically active and physically educated
school community. The funding provided to the ASF was €116,000 per year for the past 3
years, and €80,000 in 2012. Since September 2009, just over 1000 primary schools and 128
post-primary schools have registered for the programme. Some 180 schools have already been
awarded their flags. The ASF rewards schools in their efforts in this area and the Department
sees it as its initiative to enhance a student’s healthy lifestyle. More schools are registering to
participate each year.
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In 2009 my Department carried out a Lifeskills Survey in primary and post primary schools.
They found that in addition to formal PE provision that some 90% of schools encourage not
only physical activity and regular exercise during school breaks but they also encourage the
young people to participate in sport outside school time. The work in the school has to be complimented and reinforced by the families and the communities of our young people if the spread
of childhood obesity is to be reduced.
Teachers’ Remuneration

19/02/2013WRM04250

343. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
clarify the pay scale and allowances in respect of a teacher (details supplied) in County Offaly;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8764/13]
19/02/2013WRM04300

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The pay scale and allowances
of the person referred to by the Deputy are being checked at present. An official of my Department will contact the person referred to, as soon as possible and advise her of the position.
19/02/2013WRM04400

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

19/02/2013WRM04450

344. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person
(details supplied) in County Clare will receive the outcome of their appeal to Student Universal
Support Ireland in relation to a student grant application; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8767/13]
19/02/2013WRM04500

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student in question appealed
the original decision on his grant application to the appeals officer in SUSI and the original decision was overturned. The grant application was reassessed and a letter issued to the student
on 25th January 2013 requesting further documentation. When the requested documentation is
returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.
19/02/2013WRM04600

Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

19/02/2013WRN00150

345. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of State
owned schools that are supplied with mains water; the cost of providing same on an annual
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8772/13]
19/02/2013WRN00200

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not
maintain a database of State owned schools that are supplied with mains water. The matter of
utility supplies and costs to schools is a matter for individual school authorities and the utility
provider. It is expected that schools prioritise the use of school funds to finance the cost of their
water supply. Accordingly, the information sought by the Deputy is not available.
19/02/2013WRN00300

19/02/2013WRN00350

Rainwater Harvesting Systems Provision

346. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a policy exists within
the school buildings unit regarding the provision of rain water harvesting systems in new school
builds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8773/13]
19/02/2013WRN00400
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347. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has carried out any
research and or cost benefit analysis in any school here using a rain water harvesting system;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8774/13]
19/02/2013WRN00500

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 346 and 347 together.
19/02/2013WRN00600

A number of test projects, the first in 2004 were completed to establish the opportunity
and associated issues with the use of rainwater recovery systems in schools. Following the
evaluation of these schemes, rain water harvesting systems were introduced for major school
building projects in 2008. Since then all major school building projects, where site conditions
and circumstances allow and where economically viable to do so, can incorporate a rainwater
harvesting system into their brief.
While fitting the systems in new schools during construction is relatively straightforward,
retrofitting them in existing schools is much more difficult and expensive because of the various dedicated pipe work systems both within the building and externally underground and the
amount of making good work that is required in each instance.
For existing buildings it is more cost effective to minimise the demand for water firstly
through installing measures to reduce water usage such as push type spray taps, low flushing
toilets, urinal controls, repairing leaks etc. To this end, as part of the Summer Works Scheme
2010, schools were invited to apply for Water Conservation measures. A list of schools whose
applications under this scheme were successful is available on my Department’s website at
www.education.ie.
In terms of research my Department is at the forefront of design with respect to sustainable
energy efficiency (including water conservation and efficiency) in school buildings and this
performance has been recognised at both National and International level with sustainable energy awards for excellence in Design and Specification.
The overall Energy Research Programme won a Taoiseach Public Service Excellence Award
in 2008. My Department won the Energy Sustainability in the Built Environment Award for
2012 for Coláiste Choilm, Tullamore, at the SEAI Sustainable Energy Awards 2012. My Department also won the Green Building of the Year award at the Green Awards 2012 and the
Overall Green Award, based on the same project and for my Department’s continued work in
developing low energy sustainable schools.
The Department’s Technical Guidance Documents set the benchmark for sustainable design
in school buildings with a clear focus on energy efficiency and they are based on solid energy
research projects. The Department’s policy is supported by a strong research programme with
forty research projects at various stages including its energy website at www.energyineducation.ie.
Schools that are designed and built in accordance with the Department’s schools technical
guidance documents must achieve an A3 Building Energy Rating and are capable of being more
than twice as energy efficient that schools built to best International Practice.
Student Grant Scheme Appeals

19/02/2013WRN00650

348. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person
(details supplied) in County Clare will receive the outcome of their appeal to Student Universal
Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8800/13]
19/02/2013WRN00700
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The appeal from the student
referred to by the Deputy was considered by the appeals officer in Student Universal Support
Ireland and the outcome issued to the student by letter dated 21st January 2013.
19/02/2013WRN00800

Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2013WRN00850

349. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it will be possible to include a school (details supplied) in Dublin 8 in the school building programme; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8801/13]
19/02/2013WRN00900

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The proposed building project referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.
19/02/2013WRN01000

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to
meet those increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in
the five year construction programme announced last year.
Teachers Panel Rights

19/02/2013WRN01050

350. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if entitlement to
panel rights as a teacher will be re-examined in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8818/13]
19/02/2013WRN01100

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have arranged for officials
of my Department to make direct contact with the teacher referred to by the Deputy in relation
to the application for panel rights.
19/02/2013WRN01200

School Transport Eligibility

19/02/2013WRN01250

351. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide
the guidelines and rules governing matters relating to school transport (details supplied); and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8820/13]
19/02/2013WRN01300

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest
education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. Where there is more than one school in a Post Primary Education Centre, eligibility is
determined by measuring the distance from a child’s home address to a central measuring point
(CMP). CMPs are a feature of the school transport scheme and have assisted in the smooth
operation of services for many years. The use of CMPs benefits families by ensuring that children of the same family, who are attending different schools in the same education centre, are
eligible for school transport provided they satisfy the distance criterion to the CMP rather than
the individual school. In general, where queries arise regarding distance, recourse is had to the
fundamental principle of the scheme – eligibility for school transport is determined by the distance children reside from their nearest school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann.
19/02/2013WRN01400

School Curriculum

19/02/2013WRN01450
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352. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is in a position to
offer support and assistance to the Coder Dojo movement; if he is will he encourage the schools
under the Department’s remit to be more proactive in promoting the coding classes being run
throughout the country on a voluntary basis; if he recognises the value of such a movement
to the future educational needs of this country; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8868/13]
19/02/2013WRN01500

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the excellent
work of the Coder Dojo movement. Through this initiative young people learn how to code,
develop websites, applications, programs and games. One of my Ministers of State has established a Coder Dojo in his constituency. I have no plans to introduce Coder Dojo into the curriculum at present. The overall approach to ICT, based on the advice of the National Council
for Curriculum and Assessment is that ICT is not a subject, but rather a tool to be integrated
into all aspects of teaching and learning. The Council has published a curriculum framework for
ICT setting out the range of skills and learning outcomes which students should achieve. This
work is supported by professional development for teachers, by digital content on the Scoilnet
website, and by investment in ICT infrastructure in schools. In addition, a summer course
will be offered by the Professional Development Service for Teachers to interested Primary
teachers where the use of Scratch (one of the introductory programming languages used in
Coder Dojos) to develop literacy and numeracy will be explored. The forthcoming reforms in
junior cycle will allow for the introduction of short courses. In fact the NCCA is developing its
own short course on programming/ coding which will be available for schools from September
2014. Schools, following the NCCA short course template, will be able to develop their own
short courses of 100 hours duration as an option. This option could provide schools with the
opportunity to develop a short course along the lines of the Coder Dojo programme, if they
wish to do so.
19/02/2013WRN01600

19/02/2013WRN01650

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

353. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application to Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8882/13]
19/02/2013WRN01700

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that it is awaiting the final course acceptance form from the student in question to enable his grant application to be processed to
finality. This has been requested of the student.
19/02/2013WRN01800

Tax Code

19/02/2013WRN01850

354. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason
VAT is charged on ebooks for use in schools, when no VAT is charged on school books; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8883/13]
19/02/2013WRN01900

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In relation to the VAT rate
charged on the purchase of e-books, this matter has been raised with the Department of Finance
and I am advised that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of
EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. The general position is that school books
are zero-rated. The zero rate applies to printed books. All digitised publications are treated as
the supply of a service liable at the standard rate of VAT. The EU position is that digital infor19/02/2013WRN02000
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mation services are not the direct equivalent of traditional printed products, including books.
Even where the content is similar, the additional functionality (e.g. search facilities, hyperlinks,
archives, etc) associated with electronic content produces a fundamentally different product.
Student Grant Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRN02050

355. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding a Student Universal Support Ireland grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 24. [8887/13]
19/02/2013WRN02100

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that requested additional supporting
documentation has been received from the student and an outcome to his application will issue
directly to him shortly.
19/02/2013WRN02200

19/02/2013WRN02250

Proposed Legislation

356. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he
will amend the Valuations Act to ensure that the calculation of rates will be done in a fairer and
more equitable manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8052/13]
19/02/2013WRN02300

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Government published the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 on 3rd August, 2012 as part of
its legislative programme. The Bill proceeded through its second stage in Seanad Éireann on
11th October 2012. I wish to advise the Deputy that officials in my Department are currently
engaging with a wide range of stakeholders and other interested parties and I will be considering potential amendments which may be introduced at Committee Stage in the very near future.
However, it is not possible for me to advise the Deputy as to the likely date for enactment of the
Bill, as this depends on a number of factors which are outside my control, including the passage
of the Bill through the Oireachtas.
19/02/2013WRN02400

At the outset, let me say that the Bill will not change the basis of valuation for rating purposes. This will continue to be “net annual value” which is the hypothetical rental value of a
property as assessed by reference to a specified date. This is a long standing principle of the
rateable valuation system in Ireland and ensures equity and fairness in relation to the values of
commercial and industrial properties across a local authority area.
The primary purpose of the Bill is to accelerate the national programme of revaluing every
commercial and industrial property in the country which is being undertaken by the Valuation
Office. The Bill amends several provisions contained in the Valuation Act 2001. These amendments include a number of technical changes to Part 5 of the 2001 Act which deals with how
valuations, including revaluation of entire rating authority areas, are carried out. The Bill also
proposes to amend Part 6, which deals with the carrying out of revisions of the rateable valuation of individual properties within rating authority areas between revaluations. In both instances, it is envisaged that the Commissioner of Valuation will appoint officers to carry out the tasks
in question and the Bill makes specific provision for the appointment of “revision managers”.
Section 6 of the Bill proposes to amend Section 19 of the Valuation Act 2001 by enabling the
Commissioner to appoint persons to carry out the revaluation of entire rating authority areas.
Such persons may be an officer of the Commissioner. However, provision is also made for the
Commissioner to enter into an arrangement with a person or persons (other than officers of
the Commissioner) to assist in the performance of the revaluation function. The effect of this
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provision is to enable the Commissioner to contract out some of the revaluation work, in order
to augment the in-house capacity of the Valuation Office. This is one of the express provisions
intended to assist the acceleration of the national revaluation programme. I understand that,
following enactment of the Bill, the Commissioner intends running a pilot revaluation project
which will utilise such external resources.
Following enactment of the Bill, it is envisaged that revaluation projects can be conducted
through the normal direct assessment methodology. However, the Bill (Section 11, inserting
a new Part 5A into the 2001 Act) also provides for the Commissioner to conduct a revaluation
using elements of self-assessment by ratepayers. This provision is also intended to assist the
acceleration of the national revaluation programme and I understand that, following enactment
of the Bill, the Commissioner intends running a pilot project which will utilise self-assessment
principles. Finally, I wish to draw the Deputy’s attention to Section 22 of the Bill which proposes to amend Section 48 of the 2001 Act by providing for the use of general market data or
aggregated data (including statistical and computer-aided techniques) in determining valuations, where the Commissioner considers it appropriate to do so.
Flood Prevention Measures

19/02/2013WRN02450

357. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will provide an update on the progress made to date in relation to dealing with flooding problems on the properties of a number of householders and farmers in the Clondra area, County
Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8623/13]
19/02/2013WRN02500

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): There is on-going progress in respect of the River Shannon Catchment Flood Risk
Assessment & Management Study which will provide a comprehensive review of flooding
problems within the River Shannon catchment. A total of 66 areas along the Shannon, including Cloondara/Clondra have been designated as Areas for Further Assessment under the Study.
19/02/2013WRN02600

That assessment is being carried out by Jacobs Engineering, consultants for the Shannon
CFRAM Study. Detailed flood hazard maps will be prepared and these will be made available
for public consultation. Details of the Study and regular updates can be found on www.cfram.
ie. or http://shannoncframstudy.ie.
At the Office of Public Work’s (OPW) request Jacobs Engineering undertook a review of the
operating regulations and procedures of the control structures along the river Shannon with the
purpose of identifying potential improvements with respect to flood risk management that could
be introduced in the short term. This review was carried out in advance of the detailed hydrological analysis and hydraulic modelling which is being addressed within the overall Shannon
CFRAM Study.
That report and a non-technical summary of the Report - ‘Understanding Water levels on the
River Shannon’ was circulated to all public representatives in the region, last autumn. The OPW
has also facilitated presentations by Jacobs Engineering on its report to the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on the Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht and to the Irish Farmers Association.
Arising from those consultations, it was agreed to explore the possibility of carrying out a
water level monitoring exercise, involving controlled raising and lowering of weir boards at
selected locations, subject to favourable hydrological conditions. It has been agreed to involve
the expertise of Jacobs Engineering, in order to advance the water monitoring proposal.
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Public Sector Staff Remuneration

19/02/2013WRN02650

358. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will provide in tabular form, the figures for pay and pensions to the Public Service for the year,
2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8730/13]
19/02/2013WRN02700

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Gross
Public Service pay and pensions figures for 2011 and 2012 are provided in the table below.
The 2011 figures are extracted from the audited 2011, Appropriation Accounts, while the 2012
figures are the forecast outturns, as notified by Departments and Offices and published in the
Expenditure Report 2013.
19/02/2013WRN02800

2011 Pay
(€,millions)
15,682

2011 Pension
(€,million)
2,871
19/02/2013WRN02850

2012 Pay
(€,million)
15,392

2012 Pension
(€,million)
3,182

Ministerial Appointments

359. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details
of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary.
[8124/13]
19/02/2013WRN02900

360. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details
of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks
and judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8142/13]
19/02/2013WRN03000

361. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State
owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8160/13]
19/02/2013WRN03100

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 359 to 361, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRN03200

In response to the Deputy’s questions the following is a list of all appointments made by
me to all State agencies and commercial bodies under the remit of my Department since taking
office:
Office/Board

Name

Date Appointed Qualifications

An Post National Lottery
Board *
-

Mr. Donal Connell
CEO of An Post)

6/11/11 Re-appointed 29/2/12

C Eng. F.I.E.I.
BE

Mr. Peter Quinn
(CFO of An Post)

16/2/12

B Comm,
F.C.A., MBA
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% of Appointments
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57%
57%
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Office/Board

Name

Date Appointed Qualifications

-

Mr. Dermot Griffin
(CEO of National
Lottery Company)
Mr. Micheál Ó
Muircheartaigh

Re-appointed
6/11/12

B Comm,
F.C.C.A.

Re-appointed
6/11/12

57%

01/09/2011

N.T. BA, B
Comm, HDE,
DPA
Chairperson

01/09/2011
01/09/2011

Member
Member

100%
100%

01/09/2011

Member

100%

Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Senior Counsel

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
50%

Senior Counsel

50%

Valuer, IPAV

50%

Barrister
PC, FIPAV,
NAEA, MCEI,
CFO
Valuer

50%
50%

FRICS, B Agri
Sc, MIREF
IPAV

50%

FSCSI, FRICS,
ACI Arb
Barrister

50%

Barrister

50%

-

Public Appoint- Mr. Eddie Sullivan
ments Service
Board **
Mr. Des Dowling
Ms. Deirdre
O’Keeffe
Ms. Patricia Coleman
Ms. Judith Eve
Mr. Eddie Molloy
Mr. Dan Murphy
Ms. Fiona Tierney
Mr. Barry O’Brien
Valuation TriMr. John
bunal
O’Donnell
-

-

01/09/2011
01/09/2011
01/09/2011
20/03/2012
01/09/2012
17/04/2012
Temporary extension of term.
Ms. Sasha Gayer
01/08/2012
Following appointment as
Ord. Member on
31/07/2012.
Mr. Maurice Ahern Re-appointed
29/07/2011
Mr. Niall O’Hanlon 29/07/2011
Mr. Thomas Col29/07/2011
lins

-

Mr. Michael Lyng

-

-

Mr. Frank
O’Donnell
Mr. Tom
O’Driscoll
Mr. Pat Riney

-

Mr. Brian Larkin

-

Mr. Rory Haniffy

-

Re-appointed
29/07/2011
Re-appointed
29/07/2011
29/07/2011
Re-appointed
29/07/2011
Re-appointed
17/04/2012
17/04/2012
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Office/Board

Name

-

Mr. Aidan McNulty Re-appointed
17/04/2012
Mr. Dermot Quig- 13/01/2012 –
ley
30/04/2012

Valuation Office

Date Appointed Qualifications

Department of
Public Expenditure and
Reform
-

Mr. Ronán O’Brien 31/05/2011
Special Adviser
Ms. Anne ByrneSpecial Adviser

10/03/2011

-

Ms. Frances Kelly
Parliamentary Assistant – Constituency Office
Ms. Marion Doyle
Constituency Secretary
Mr. Eugene
O’Sullivan
Civilian Driver
Mr. Tony Brennan
Civilian Driver

10/03/2011

-

10/03/2011
01/05/2011
01/05/2011

Solicitor

% of Appointments
to Board/Office
50%

Former Revenue Temporary
Commissioner
Appointment
& Principal Officer at D/PER
with exceptional
managerial &
organisational
ability.
Suitably quali- 100%
fied for the position.
Suitably quali- 100%
fied for the position.
Suitably quali- 100%
fied for the position.
Suitably qualified for the position.
Suitably qualified for the position.
Suitably qualified for the position.
Assistant Principal at D/PER

100%
100%
100%

Local Govern- Mr. Enda Holland 20/02/2012 –
9%
ment Computer
31/07/2012
Services Board
* In light of the proposed sale of the National Lottery licence this year, I accepted a recommendation in these particular circumstances that an exception should be made to the general
policy on appointment of directors via a public applications process and approved the reappointment of two existing directors from November last for the expected remaining term of
the licence.
** The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act, 2004 states that the
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (in consultation with Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, the Minister for Health and the Minister for
Justice and Equality) should appoint members of the Board of the Public Appointments
Service. The CEO is appointed to the Board on an ex officio basis.
The Public Appointments Service Board is meant to be representative of its client base so
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the majority is therefore civil or public servants, nominated by the relevant Minister. There
is also a union representative nominated by ICTU. The outgoing Chairman was reappointed
by me and the two external members were appointed because of their expertise in strategic
change and public service recruitment respectively.
Public Sector Staff Retirements

19/02/2013WRN03250

362. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he
envisages the next voluntary redundancies that will be offered to public sector workers; who
will be eligible to apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8199/13]
19/02/2013WRN03300

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Government has decided that Voluntary Redundancy will be introduced in certain targeted sections of
the Public Service where staff surpluses are identified by management and where redeployment
is not suitable.
19/02/2013WRN03400

As announced recently, Voluntary Redundancy will first be rolled out in the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and parts of the Health and Education Sectors. These Departments estimate that there could be scope to effect about 2,000 exits over time, mainly from back
office and support areas and management and administrative grades. In time, Voluntary Redundancy may be rolled out to other sectors of the Public Service where Departments identify staff
surplus to their long-term requirements. Obviously, as Voluntary Redundancy is being targeted
at areas with identified staff surpluses, there will not be replacement of the departing staff.
It is important to highlight that there will be no automatic right to redundancy and all applications will be considered in the context of ongoing business needs and service provision
priorities.
Garda Stations Refurbishment

19/02/2013WRN03450

363. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
allocate money to renovate Castlepollard Garda Station, County Westmeath, in view of the fact
that it is currently a health issue. [8201/13]
19/02/2013WRN03500

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works undertake refurbishments and routine maintenance to Garda Stations on foot of requests by An Garda Síochána. The Commissioners do
not currently have a request for such works at Castlepollard Garda Station. If such a request is
made, due consideration will be given at that stage, subject to the funding available and competing priorities.
19/02/2013WRN03600

Garda Stations Refurbishment

19/02/2013WRN03650

364. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
the Office of Public Works has assessed the suitability of Killala Garda Station for accessibility to persons with disabilities; the conclusion of any assessment; if any refurbishment work to
improve access has been costed by the OPW; when such works will be completed; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8315/13]
19/02/2013WRN03700

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works undertake works such as the improvement of
19/02/2013WRN03800
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access facilities at Garda Stations in line with priorities set by An Garda Síochána, subject to
available funds. The Commissioners do not currently have a request from An Garda Síochána
for such works at Killala Garda Station. If such a request is made, due consideration will be
given at that stage, subject to the funding available and competing priorities.
Public Sector Staff Data

19/02/2013WRN03850

365. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the number of public sector workers as of the 31 January 2013. [8425/13]
19/02/2013WRN03900

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I can confirm that the latest available data shows that, measured on the basis of whole time equivalents
(WTEs), there were just under 290,900 public sector workers at the end of 2012. The data on
serving numbers is collected and tracked on a quarterly basis. The next update will show the
position at end March 2013.
19/02/2013WRN04000

Historical data on public service numbers is available at (http://databank.per.gov.ie/) from
1994 to Quarter 4 2012.
Estimates Process

19/02/2013WRN04050

366. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his role
in ensuring that the revised estimates for his Department and all Government Departments are
approved by Dáil Éireann as soon as possible and if he will provide the date by which these
estimates will be passed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8439/13]
19/02/2013WRN04100

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is my intention to publish the revised estimates for all Government Departments as soon as possible.
However, as the Deputy is aware, negotiations are ongoing regarding the extension of the Croke
Park Agreement and the revised estimates cannot be finalised until the negotiations have been
completed, and the precise effects on the pay allocations for 2013 can be determined. Once
agreement has been reached, the revised estimates will be presented to the House in the normal
way and as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRN04200

As the Deputy is no doubt aware, all Government Departments have legal authority under
the Central Fund (Permanent Provisions) Act 1965 to spend funds up to the value of four-fifths
of the previous year’s allocation on an interim basis until the revised estimates have been approved.
Public Sector Staff Redeployment

19/02/2013WRN04250

367. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
outline the public service’s procedure, terms and conditions for offering employees access to
the redeployment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8526/13]
19/02/2013WRN04300

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public
Service Agreement 2010-14 (Croke Park Agreement) provides for agreed redeployment arrangements to apply in the Civil Service and in other parts of the public service. Under the
Agreement, redeployment generally takes precedence over all other methods of filling a vacancy and supersedes any existing agreements on the deployment of staff. It sets out the agreed
19/02/2013WRN04400
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redeployment arrangements within the Health, Education and Local Authority sectors and within and between the Civil Service and Non-Commercial State Sponsored Bodies (NCSSB). It
also provides that cross sectoral redeployments will follow the arrangements agreed for the
NCSSBs.
The Public Appointments Service (PAS), which has day-to-day operational responsibility
for the implementation of redeployment, has put in place a system of Resource Panels of Civil
Service and State Agency staff to support the redeployment processes in those sectors agreed
under the Croke Park Agreement. Posts to be filled by redeployment are offered in the first
instance to the relevant panel or panels. It is a matter for the employer to identify the number
and grades of posts to be redeployed in the first instance and to upload the posts onto the PAS
panels. Employers can do this early in the redeployment process to maximise the opportunities
to place their staff. There is no set time-limit within which individuals awaiting redeployment
must be redeployed.
A “Redeployment Toolkit” which gives full details on each stage of the redeployment process has been agreed with the staff unions. It includes a section setting out responses to Frequently Asked Questions and is available on my Department’s website at http://hr.per.gov.ie/
files/2011/09/here28.doc.

19/02/2013WRO00150

Pension Provisions

368. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
further to the passing of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Bill 2013, if it is still his view
that former Taoisigh, Ministers, office holders and senior civil servants’ pensions cannot be
reduced on the basis that he considers such payments to be vested property rights. [8651/13]
19/02/2013WRO00200

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Actions undertaken in Ireland must be in accordance with constitutional/legislative requirements in this
jurisdiction where a pension is generally taken to be deferred income and covered by the constitutional protections that apply to property. Against this background, proportionate reductions
to existing public service pensions have been given effect through legislation passed by the
Houses of the Oireachtas. The current situation regarding public service pensions is as follows:
19/02/2013WRO00300

- Public service pensioners (including retired politicians) in Ireland have had their pensions
cut.
- The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2010 provided for the Public
Service Pension Reduction (PSPR). The PSPR, commencing 1 January 2011, imposed significant reductions on public service pensions in payment, using a progressively tiered set of bands
and rates with a top rate of 12% on any public service pension amount over €60,000.
- I have, acting on foot of my concern about large public service pensions, amended the
legislation to increase the top rate of PSPR to 20% on any public service pension amount over
€100,000 (aside from other taxes and deductions). Initially the PSPR was imposed separately
on each public service pension. However, following an amendment introduced in the Public
Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012, the PSPR will be imposed
on the aggregated value of all public service pensions held by a person who has more than one
such pension.
- Public service pay cuts under the FEMPI legislation, including those made by this Gov273
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ernment, have impacted progressively so that higher earners have taken the hardest hit. These
pay cuts have been fully reflected in the pensions of persons who retired from 1 March 2012
onward. The average pay cut imposed has been around 7%, but this extends to more than 20%
for the highest earners, of whom senior officer holders are clearly one part.
- The new Single Public Service Pension Scheme will deliver pensions to future public
servants on the basis of career-average earnings rather than final salary; this will impose (by
comparison with pre-Single Scheme “final salary” norms) a particularly significant moderation
in the level of pension awarded to higher paid public servants.
Public Procurement Regulations

19/02/2013WRO00350

369. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the envisaged impact of the public procurement process on the school supply sector; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8803/13]
19/02/2013WRO00400

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): In July 2012, following a government decision to make eight of the National Procurement Service contracts mandatory, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issued
‘Circular 06/12: Public Procurement (Framework Agreements)’. The purpose of this Circular
is to inform public bodies of the mandatory requirement to utilise central contracts, put in place
by the NPS, when procuring a range of commonly acquired goods and services. Such central
arrangements are targeted at securing best value for money and facilitating contracting authorities to deliver services within their budgetary constraints.
19/02/2013WRO00500

The NPS is focused on developing centralised arrangements for the procurement of goods
and services used commonly across the public service nationwide. The benefits arising from
these central arrangements include: cash savings; administrative savings from reduced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency and compliance with EU
procurement regulations; and enhanced service levels. Surveys carried out into public bodies,
which switched from using their own contracts to the NPS contracts, have indicated that savings of up to 50% can be achieved.
Prior to issuing tenders the NPS engages with its clients to ensure their requirements are met
and that the most commonly bought items are included in the tender. Under the provision of
Circular 06/12 it is however permissible for buyers to purchase goods and services from nonNPS suppliers if these goods and services are demonstrably cheaper.
However, where a public service body purchases such goods or services it will need to
explain the rationale for not using the NPS arrangements and provide a value for money justification that takes account of the full costs incurred in managing its own procurement process.
Systems of internal control within public service bodies are to support compliance with the
requirements of the circular. Public service bodies shall make available for review if requested
by internal auditors, the Comptroller and Auditor General, the Local Government Audit Service
or other duly appointed auditors, details of internal controls in place to ensure compliance, and
details of goods and services, subject to the mandate, acquired other than under mandated NPS
central frameworks and the associated value for money justification.
The NPS also has, as part of its education and development remit, an active programme to
educate SMEs in how to participate effectively in the public service procurement process. To
date the NPS has facilitated workshops and presented at seminars to over 3,500 SMEs nationwide.
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In NPS competitions, the tender documents explicitly seek to encourage the participation of
SMEs. A prime example of this is when the NPS decided to divide the office supplies contract
into three individual lots for Stationery, ICT Consumables and Paper. This was to increase the
possibility for SMEs to tender individually, or form consortia that could enter competitive bids
to win this national contract.
Codex Ltd, an indigenous company, won the Stationery contract and are sourcing up to 60%
of their products using 136 local agents and manufacturers. Furthermore, the ICT Consumables
contract was also won by another Irish SME, Datapac Limited.
Consumer Protection

19/02/2013WRO00550

370. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that a company (details supplied) charge €3.75 per bill for
non direct debit payments of bills; if it is illegal to fine persons for choosing a particular method
of payment where no financial justification is found for the charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8840/13]
19/02/2013WRO00600

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s consultation paper of September 2012 on Article 19 (Fees for the use of means of payment) and Article 22 (Additional payments) of Directive 2011/83/EU on Consumer Right gives
details of payment charges applied by a number of traders, including the charge referred to in
the details supplied by the Deputy.
19/02/2013WRO00700

Article 52(3) of Directive 2007/64/EC on Payment Services in the Internal Market states
that a ‘payment service provider shall not prevent the payee from requesting a charge or from
offering a reduction for the use of a given payment instrument.’ Article 52(3) gave Member
States discretion to ‘forbid or limit the right to request charges taking into account the need to
encourage competition and forbid the use of efficient payment instruments’. Ireland, in common with 12 other Member States including Germany and the United Kingdom, chose not to
give effect to this option. Accordingly, it is not unlawful per se for traders in Ireland to impose
charges on consumers for the use of a particular method of payment.
Article 19 of Directive 2011/83/EU provides that Member States ‘shall prohibit traders from
charging consumers in respect of the use of a given means of payment, fees that exceed the cost
borne by the trader for the use of such means.’ Though this Article does not prohibit payment
charges as such, it aims to ensure that such charges reflect the real cost of payment instruments
to the trader and are not used as a source of additional revenue.
Shortly after the adoption of the Directive, I stated my intention to give early effect to the
provisions of Article 19 and Article 22. To this end, my Department issued the consultation paper on the implementation of the two Articles referred to above. One of the issues raised by the
consultation has required my Department to seek legal advice from the Attorney General and
the European Commission. Subject to the satisfactory resolution of the legal issue concerned, it
remains my intention to give early effect to Articles 19 and 22.
Competition Authority Reports

19/02/2013WRO00750

371. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when the
Competition Authority’s study of Irish ports, will be published. [8972/13]
19/02/2013WRO00800
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Competition Authority’s study of Irish Ports is expected to be published by Q3/4 of this year. A public
consultation on the study was launched by the Competition Authority on 14 December 2012
and submissions were due in to the Authority by 8 February 2013. I am informed that the submissions received are currently being examined by the Authority.
19/02/2013WRO00900

Ministerial Appointments

19/02/2013WRO00950

372. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the details
of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary.
[8122/13]
19/02/2013WRO01000

373. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the details
of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks
and judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8140/13]
19/02/2013WRO01100

374. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State
owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8158/13]
19/02/2013WRO01200

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 372 to 374, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRO01300

A breakdown by type and details of all appointments made by me to the State Agencies under the aegis of my Department since taking office, are listed in the tables.
Breakdown of the State Board appointments made since March 2011
Appointments

Date

Reappointments

17

Department Representatives

7

Social Partners
Nominated by other bodies in accordance
with Legislation
Discretion of Minister – From among individuals who made application

1
7

Discretion of Minister- Other

8

Ex Officio

7

Staff Representatives

2

15
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Details of the State Board appointments made since March 2011
Labour Relations Commission
Membership

Method of appointment

Breege
MinisterialO’Donoghue, Nominated
Chairperson by the Government
Brendan
Ministerial
McGinty
-Nominated
by IBEC
Fergus
Ministerial –
Whelan
Nominated
by ICTU
Gerard Barry Ministerial
Iarla Duffy
Ministerial
John HenMinisterial
nessy
-Nominated
by IBEC
Peter McMinisterial –
Cloone
Nominated
by ICTU

Date of appointment

Re-appointment

Expiry of contract

Fees per annum

01/04/2003

Yes 7/7/2012 06/07/2013

€20,520

06/11/2000

Yes 7/7/2012 06/07/2013

€11,970

05/07/2009

Yes 7/7/2012 06/07/2013

€11,970

01/04/2006
05/07/2009
05/07/2009

Yes7/7/2012 06/07/2013
Yes 7/7/2012 06/07/2013
Yes 7/7/2012 06/07/2013

€11,970
€11,970
€11,970

29/03/2000

Yes 7/7/2012 06/07/2013

€11,970

Date of appointment
18/01/2012

Re-appointment
No

Fees

18/01/2012

No

Forfás*
Membership
Professor Mark
Ferguson
John Murphy

Method of appointment
Ex Officio (DG
of SFI)
Ministerial
-Dept Rep (Sec
Gen)

Expiry of contract
06/01/2017

None
None

*The membership of the Forfas Board was reduced to an executive style board, with effect
from 5th October 2012, to facilitate the integration of Forfas with the Department. The remaining Board members will continue in situ, to oversee the integration process.
Enterprise Ireland
Membership Method of
Appointment
Amanda
Ministerial
Pratt
Clare Dunne Ministerial
-Dept Rep
(Asst Sec)
Colum Hor- Ministerial
gan
Geoff Mea- Ministerial
gher

Date of appointment

Re-appointment

Expiry of
contract

10/10/2012

No

10/10/2012

No

*see attached €11,970
note
*see attached None
note

15/10/2012

No

15/10/2012

No
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Fees

*see attached €11,970
note
*see attached €11,970
note
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*In accordance with Section 9 of the Industrial Development Act, (Enterprise Ireland) 1998,
on each anniversary of the establishment day (23rd July, 1998), two members of the Board
(other than the chairperson and the chief executive officer) shall retire from office. The members to retire in any year shall be those who have been longest in office since their appointment.
InterTradeIreland
Membership Method of
Appointment
Thomas
Nominated
Hunter
by Ministers
McGowan
North and
(CEO)
South and
approved by
NSMC
Martin Cro- Nominated
nin (Chair)
by Minister
and approved
by NSMC
Brendan
Nominated
Butler
by Minister
and approved
by NSMC
Patricia
Nominated
McKeown
by Minister
and approved
by NSMC

Date of appointment

Re-appointment

Expiry of
contract

Fees

23/07/2012

No

22/07/2017

None

13/12/2011

No

12/12/2015

€11,970

12/12/2007

Yes
13/12/2011

12/12/2015

€7,695

12/12/2007

Yes
13/12/2011

12/12/2015

€7,695

Kevin Norton

13/12/2011

No

12/12/2015

€7,695

13/12/2011

No

12/12/2015

€7,695

13/12/2011

No

12/12/2015

€7,695

Date of appointment
26/10/2011

Re-appointment
No

Expiry of
contract
25/10/2016

Fees

12/09/2006

08/09/2011

17/10/2012

None

20/12/2012

No

-

None

Mairead Sorensen

John Corbett

Nominated by
Minister and
approved by
NSMC
Nominated by
Minister and
approved by
NSMC
Nominated by
Minister and
approved by
NSMC

Personal Injuries Assessment Board
Membership Method of
appointment
Breda Power Ministerial
-Dept Rep
(Asst Sec)
Ann Fitzger- Ministerial
ald
Sean Murphy Ministerial
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Membership Method of
appointment
Martin
Statutory
Naughton
nomination
by ICTU
Dr. Fionnuala Ministerial
O’Loughlin
John Lynch
Ministerial

Date of appointment
05/04/2012

Re-appointment
No

Expiry of
contract
04/04/2017

Fees

01/08/2012

No

31/07/2015

None

01/08/2012

No

31/07/2015

€11,340

Re-appointment
No

Expiry of
contract
19/12/13

Fees

Fees

€11,340

Health and Safety Authority
Membership
John Newham

Method of
appointment
MinisterialDept Rep
(Principal
Officer)

Date of appointment
10/04/12

None

National Standards Authority of Ireland
Membership

Method of appointment

Date of appointment

Re-appointment

Expiry of contract

Terry Landers

Ministerial

06/03/2012

No

Barbara
O’Leary
Anne Clarke

Ministerial

06/03/2012

No

Ministerial
14/04/2012
-Staff Rep by
lot
Ministerial
14/04/2012
-Staff Rep by
lot
Ministerial
31/01/2013

No

*see attached Waived
note
*see attached None
note
*see attached €7,695
note

Ministerial

No

Kieran Cox
Deirdre
O’Hara
Aedin Goggin

31/01/2013

No

*see attached €7,695
note

No

see attached
note
see attached
note

€7,695
€7,695

Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA)
Membership Method of
Date of first Re-appointappointment appointment ment

Expiry of
contract

Fees

Mr Brendan Walsh
Chairperson

20/12/15

€11,970

Ministerial
21/12/12
Appointment

No
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Membership Method of
Date of first Re-appointappointment appointment ment

Expiry of
contract

Fees

Deirdre Behan

Ministerial
03/01/12
- Nominated
by the Revenue Commissioners in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003

No

02/01/15

None

Marie Daly

Ministerial
03/01/06
- Nominated
by IBEC in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003

Yes 3/1/2012 02/01/15

€7,695

Mairead
Devine

Ministerial
03/01/12
- Nominated
by the Central Bank in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003
Ministerial
03/01/06
- Nominated
by the Irish
Association
of Investment Managers in accordance with
the Companies (Auditing and
Accounting)
Act 2003

No

02/01/15

None

Yes
03/01/2012

02/01/15

€7,695

Sean Hawkshaw
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Membership Method of
Date of first Re-appointappointment appointment ment

Expiry of
contract

Fees

David Martin Ministerial - Nominated by the
Prescribed
Accountancy
Bodies in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003
Sylvia McMinisterial
Neece
- Nominated
by the Pensions Board
in accordance with
the Companies (Auditing and
Accounting)
Act 2003
Kevin
MinisteO’Donovan rial - Nominated by the
Prescribed
Accountancy
Bodies in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003
Conor
Ministerial
O’Mahony
- Nominated
by the Director of Corporate Enforcement in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003

03/01/06

Yes
03/01/2012

29/05/14

€7,695

03/01/12

No

02/01/15

None

30/05/11

No

29/05/14

€7,695

01/03/12

No

20/01/14

None
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Membership Method of
Date of first Re-appointappointment appointment ment

Expiry of
contract

Fees

Ms BernaMinistedette McGro- rial - Nomiry-Farrell
nated by the
Prescribed
Accountancy
Bodies in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003
Mr Paddy
Ministerial
Keating
- Nominated
by ICTU in
accordance
with the
Companies
(Auditing
and Accounting) Act 2003
Ms Helen
Ex-OffiHall
cioMember
Ms Muireann Ministerial
O’Neill
Appointment

03/01/13

No

02/01/2016

€7,695

03/01/13

No

02/01/2016

€7,695

18/12/12

No

N/A

01/09/12

No

02/09/2015

None payable
€7,695

Re-appointment
No

Expiry of
contract
April 2016

Fees

Date of appointment
01/05/2007

Re-appointment
01/05/2012

Expiry of
contract
30/04/2017

Fees

18/10/2012

No

On appoint- None
ment of CEO

Shannon Development
Membership Method of
Date of apappointment pointment
Stephen Cur- Ministerial- 23/02/2012
ran
Dept Rep
(Principal
Officer)

None

National Consumer Agency
Membership Method of
appointment
StephenMinisterial
Costello
Sean Murphy Appointed
by the Board
(CEO of
NCA9
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Membership Method of
appointment
Isolde Gog- Ministerial –
gin
Competition
Authority
Rep (Chair of
Competition
Authority)
Robin
Ministerial
O’Sullivan
Colleen Sav- Ministerial
age
Eugene Gal- Ministerial
lagher
Tina Leonard Ministerial

Date of appointment
30/11/2011

Re-appointment
No

01/05/2007

06/05/2012

Expiry of
Fees
contract
*see attached None
note

*see attached €11,970
note
06/05/2012
No
*see attached €11,970
note
06/05/2012
No
*see attached €11,970
note
31/01/2013
No
*see attached €11,970
note
* Section 10 of the Consumer Protection Act provides that on the anniversary of the establishment day of the Agency and on each subsequent anniversary of that day, two members of the
Agency (other than the chairperson and the CEO) shall retire from office. The section further
provides that a member of the Agency (other than the CEO) shall serve for not more than 10
consecutive years.
IDA Ireland
Membership Method of
Date of apappointment pointment

Re-appointment

Expiry of
contract

Fees

Dermot Curran

09/07/2012

No

December 2016

None

25/01/2012
23/05/2012
23/05/2012

No
No
No

December 2016
December 2016
December 2016

Waived
€11,970
€11,970

Fees

Alan W. Gray
Mary Campbell
Peter Cassels

MinisterialDept Rep (Asst
Sec)
Ministerial
Ministerial
Ministerial

Science Foundation Ireland
Membership

Method of appointment

Date of appointment

Re-appointment

Expiry of contract

Professor Mark
Ferguson

Ex Officio (DG
of SFI)

16/01/2012

No

*see attached note None

Dermot Curran

Ministerial- Dept
Rep (Asst Sec)

01/09/2012

No

*see attached note None

Mary Doyle

Ministerial –
Nominated by
Minister for
Education

05/12/2012

No

*see attached note None

Dr. Rita Colwell

Ministerial

31/03/2008

Yes 26 July 2011

*see attached note €11,970

Prof. Martina NewellMcGloughlin

Ministerial

25/07/2003

Yes 26 July 2011

July 2013

€11,970

Liam Madden

Ministerial

31/01/2013

No

see attached note

€11,970

*Section 9.3 of the 2003 Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) Act 2003
determines that each year (on anniversary of formal establishment of SFI – 25th July 2003) that
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the two longest serving members of the Board shall retire from the Board with effect from July
24th each year. However, there is also a stipulation in the legislation that a member cannot serve
more than ten years in succession.
Since coming to Office I have made 64 appointments to the State Boards under my aegis, 15
of which were made as a result of applications from the public. This represents 23.4% of total
appointments. The Deputy should note that not all the 64 appointments were at my discretion.
In many cases places on boards are allocated under legislation to Department Representatives,
social partners, nominees of other Ministers, nominees of prescribed bodies and appointments
on an Ex Officio basis.
In making such appointments I have had regard to the skills, expertise and experience of
individuals, the balance of skills and attributes in terms of the overall composition of the board,
the gender balance of the board and the availability and commitment of people to serve on the
board. It would not be feasible given the number of appointments to provide qualifications of
each appointee.

Work Permit Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRO01350

375. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the number of work permits that have been issued to migrants working in the fishing industry since
2010. [8213/13]
19/02/2013WRO01400

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand
that while my Department has not issued any permits in the last two years in respect of fishermen the Department issued six permits in 2010 and one permit in 2011 in respect of employment in the fishing industry. No such permits issued in 2012 or thus far in 2013.
19/02/2013WRO01500

Electricity Generation

19/02/2013WRO01550

376. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in
view of the recent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with the British Government for
the support of electricity generated by wind energy from the State, the plans in place to attract
wind turbine manufacturing companies to set up new operations; the progress has been made
regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8215/13]
19/02/2013WRO01600

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recent
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation in the Energy Sector between my
colleague Mr Pat Rabbitte, Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, and
Mr Edward Davey, the United Kingdom Secretary for Energy and Climate Change, is a very
welcome development and provides the confidence and assurance to those in the wind energy
sector that Ireland is open for business and is clearly a destination for investment.
19/02/2013WRO01700

The Memorandum of Understanding is an important step in a long process of attracting
investment in this sector, and provides the scale necessary to attract elements of the wind energy supply chain to Ireland with subsequent additional employment opportunities. I have been
informed by IDA Ireland that it is actively engaged with a number of overseas target companies
in relation to establishing operations in Ireland. Many of the employment opportunities will be
realised by local, Irish owned companies and IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland are working
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closely together to maximise the benefits and employment potential that is inherent in this opportunity.
Jobs Data

19/02/2013WRO01750

377. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
number of jobs created and losses on the northside of Dublin in 2012-2013 and if there are any
major job creation projects for the northside in 2013. [8268/13]
19/02/2013WRO01800

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Employment
creation is a priority for Government. All job creation initiatives are set out in the Action Plan
for Jobs 2012. This is a multi-annual process which has the objective of supporting the creation
of 100,000 new jobs in the economy by 2016 and making Ireland the best small country in
which to do business. The Action Plan is a whole of Government approach with a national focus
across all regions and contains a comprehensive range of job creation initiatives.
19/02/2013WRO01900

The Table shows the number of full time jobs gained and lost in IDA Ireland and Enterprise
Ireland on a county basis in 2012. IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland are not able to provide
a figure on a northside of Dublin basis. In respect of the County and City Enterprise Boards
(CEBs), the Table also shows the number of full time jobs gained and lost in CEB supported
companies on the northside of Dublin, in 2012 (i.e. Dublin City and Fingal CEBs).
The Action Plan for Jobs 2013 is currently being finalised by my Department and will be
published in the coming days. The various initiatives contained in the Plan will build on the Action Plan for Jobs 2012 and will be available, as appropriate, to businesses from the Northside
of Dublin.
Table showing the number of full time jobs gained and lost in IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland (EI) and CEB supported companies in Dublin, in 2012
-

IDA

EI

Data
Dublin Full Time
Jobs Created
Dublin Full Time
Jobs Lost

2012
6,389

2012
4,097

CEBs (Dublin City
and Fingal)
2012
391

3,059

3,415

270

Job Initiatives

19/02/2013WRO01950

378. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
will detail, in tabular form, each of the initiatives announced by his Department to create employment; the date of the first announcement; the date when the initiative went operational; the
budget set aside for the initiative; the total draw down to date for the initiative and the number
of net jobs created by the initiative. [8367/13]
19/02/2013WRO02000

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Employment
creation is a priority for Government. All job creation initiatives are set out in the Action Plan
for Jobs 2012. This is a multi-annual process which has the objective of supporting the creation
of 100,000 new jobs in the economy by 2016 and making Ireland the best small country in
which to do business.
19/02/2013WRO02100
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The Action Plan is a whole of Government approach with a national focus across all regions
and contains a comprehensive range of job creation initiatives. These include legislation to reform statutory wage setting mechanisms, a reduction or freezing of charges levied on business
by Government across a large range of Government Departments and agencies, the enactment
of the Legal Service Bill which will place downward pressure on insurance costs, the €90m Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme, the €450m Credit Guarantee Scheme, the €120m second call
under Innovation Fund Ireland and the €150m Development Capital Scheme. The combined
effect of initiatives such as these is to sustain existing jobs and to create new ones.
The Enterprise Development agencies are at the forefront of implementing the Action Plan
for Jobs and continue to ensure that enterprises can maximise their contribution to economic
recovery and jobs growth. In 2012, 6,570 net new jobs were created in IDA Ireland client companies and 2012 was the agency’s third consecutive year of growth in net employment. IDA’s
client base now employs 152,785 people, a level last recorded before the global financial crisis
began in 2008. 2012 saw the creation of 3,338 net new jobs in companies supported by Enterprise Ireland (EI), the highest net new jobs figure since 2006. The County and City Enterprise
Boards (CEBs) created 417 net new jobs in 2012.
The Government published on 1 February 2013, the fourth and final quarterly progress
report under the Action Plan for Jobs 2012. This Report shows that 249 - or 92% - out of the
270 measures committed to be implemented in 2012 by all 15 Government Departments and 36
Agencies under the Action Plan for Jobs, have been delivered.
I am currently finalising the Action Plan for Jobs 2013, which will be published in the coming days.
Employment Rights Issues

19/02/2013WRO02150

379. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
the rights and obligations of employers towards their subcontractors in the event of a change
of title or demotion; if he intends to bring forward legislation in relation to the protection of
workers in subcontracting companies who have worked for a long period of time; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8587/13]
19/02/2013WRO02200

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The normal
protections of employment legislation apply to any given situation in the employer employee
relationship. Compliance with the statutory obligations set out under Irish employment law
regarding employees’ statutory rights is the responsibility of the employees’ employer. Where
a company subcontracts some or all of its business to another company, the subcontracting arrangement does not give rise to any transfer of statutory obligations regarding the employees’
of the subcontracting company. Disputes in relation to the statutory employment rights of the
subcontractors’ employees fall to be addressed by the subcontracting company.
19/02/2013WRO02300

Where disputes cannot be resolved in the workplace, complaints in respect of an employers’
non-compliance with employees’ statutory employment rights can be made using the complaint
form available at www.workplacerelations.ie.
I trust that this information will be of assistance to you. Further information on employees’
statutory employment rights or general information in relation to submitting a complaint may
be obtained from the Workplace Relations Customer Service Unit at 1890 80 80 90.
I have no plans to bring forward additional legislation on this issue.
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IDA Portfolio

19/02/2013WRO02350

380. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further
to Parliamentary Question No. 102 of 6 February 2013, if he will detail the reduction in the
number of leases held by the Industrial Development Agency for each year since 2009 to which
the agency is the lessor; the number of leases surrendered due to business failure and the number of leases renewed for each year and the outline any other reason for the reduction in the total
number of leases. [8631/13]
19/02/2013WRO02400

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed
by IDA Ireland that at the end of 2009, the total number of occupied property leases held by
IDA Ireland to which the agency was lessor was 70. By the end of 2012 that figure stood at 50.
The tabular statement shows the number of such leases held by IDA Ireland in each year of the
four years 2009 to 2012.
19/02/2013WRO02500

I am informed by IDA Ireland the number of leases not renewed because of companies going out of business was 3 from 2009. There are a number of other reasons which account for
the reduction in the number of leases held by IDA since 2009. For example, companies had
short-term leases that facilitated storage only and once the storage was no longer required the
lease was terminated; companies moved or consolidated their operations into alternative units;
and, IDA Ireland sold a number of units or exited the Head Lease.
Table showing the Total Number of Buildings Occupied leases held by IDA Ireland for
each year from 2009 to 2012 in which the Agency is the Lessor
Year End

Total Number of Buildings Occupied
Leases
70
56
54
50

2009
2010
2011
2012
19/02/2013WRO02550

Regional Aid

381. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total amount of regional aid money given to the Border Regional Authority for start-up of small,
medium and large businesses during the present regional aid map 2007-2013; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8661/13]
19/02/2013WRO02600

382. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
total amount of regional aid money given to the West Regional Authority for start-up of small,
medium and large businesses during the present regional aid map 2007-2013; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8662/13]
19/02/2013WRO02700

383. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
total amount of regional aid money given to the Midlands Regional Authority for start-up of
small, medium and large businesses during the present regional aid map 2007-2013; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8663/13]
19/02/2013WRO02800

384. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
total amount of regional aid money given to the Mid-East Regional Authority for start-up of
small, medium and large businesses during the present regional aid map 2007-2013; and if he
19/02/2013WRO02900
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will make a statement on the matter. [8664/13]
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 381 to 384, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRO03000

Regional Aid, also known as investment aid, is paid in the form of grants by the industrial
development agencies to businesses in order to support new investment and new employment
in productive projects. Such aid must be in accordance with the Regional Aid Map 2007-13
approved by the European Commission. This Map was drawn up in accordance with the Commission’s Regional Aid Guidelines 2007-2013. The eligible regions and applicable aid rates in
Ireland for the 7 year period are set out in the Irish map which is available on my Departments
website, and attached at the end of this answer. The questions posed by the Deputy require a
significant volume of information to be gathered and collated. It has not been possible to collate the information within the timeframe given. Consequently, my Department will provide the
information to the Deputy as soon as possible in written format.
Regional Aid Map 2007-2013 – IRELAND (as reviewed by Commission Decision
N130/2010 – Official Journal c 226/5 21.8.2010)
BORDER, MIDLANDS and WEST REGION
Large Firms
Period
Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)

2007-2010
30%

2011-2013
15%

Medium Firms
Period
Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)

2007-2010
40%

2011-2013
25%

Small Firms
Period
Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)

2007- 2010
50%

2011-2013
35%

SOUTHERN & EASTERN REGION
LARGE FIRMS
Area
Period

Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)
10%

South East sub-Region
2007-2013
(Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford,
Waterford, South Tipperary)
and designated islands 1
Mid West (Clare, Limerick, 2007-2013
North Tipperary 2)

10%

288

19 February 2013

Area

Period

Kerry, Cork (entire county)

2007-2008
2009-2013
1.
Bear, Cleire, Dursey, Heir, Long, Sherkin, Whiddy

Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)
10%
0%

. As a result of Commission Decision N 130/2010, large investment aid for investment
projects with eligible expenditure exceeding €25 million is once again permitted for these three
counties. Prior to the decision, such aid had only been allowed up until the end of 2008.
2

Medium Firms
Area

Period

South East sub-Region
(Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford,
Waterford, South Tipperary)
and designated islands
Mid West (Clare, Limerick,
North Tipperary)
Kerry, Cork Urban Regeneration Area
Cork (apart from Urban
Regeneration Area)

2007 - 2013

Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)
20%

2007 - 2013

20%

2007 - 2013

20% 3

2007-2008

20%

2009-2013

0%

Area

Period

South East sub-Region
(Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford,
Waterford, South Tipperary)
and designated islands
Mid-West (Clare, Limerick,
North Tipperary)
Kerry, Cork Urban Regeneration Area
Cork (apart from Urban
Regeneration Area)

2007-2013

Aid Rate (Gross Grant
Equivalent)
30%

2007 - 2013

30%

2007 - 2013

30% 3

2007-2008

30%

2009-2013

0%

Small Firms

Lower aid rates apply to Large Investment Projects (i. e. > €50 million)
From 2009-2013 no aid may be awarded in these counties for investment projects with
eligible expenditure exceeding EUR 25 million
3.

19/02/2013WRO03050

Media Mergers
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385. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when
the necessary legislation will be brought forward to implement the recommendations of the
advisory group on the media mergers which was published in January 2009 and in this context
since the Government approved the draft heads of the Bill in July 2012, which indicated that
the responsibility for carrying out the public interest test would transfer to the Department of
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources; if he will now give a definitive date for the
publication of the Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8811/13]
19/02/2013WRO03100

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Work on drafting the Consumer and Competition Bill is on-going and the Bill is included in the “A list” in the
Government’s current Legislative Programme. In addition to giving effect to the recommendations of the Advisory Group on Media Mergers, the Bill will, inter alia, merge the National
Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority, update and reform competition law on foot
of a review of the operation and implementation of the Competition Act 2002, and introduce
enabling provisions for a code of practice for the grocery goods sector.
19/02/2013WRO03200

Job Creation Numbers

19/02/2013WRO03250

386. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will provide a yearly breakdown of the new jobs created in County Donegal by the
Industrial Development Agency over the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8815/13]
19/02/2013WRO03300

387. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will provide a yearly breakdown of the number of Industrial Development Agency
sponsored visits to County Donegal over the past five years; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8816/13]
19/02/2013WRO03400

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 386 and 387 together.
19/02/2013WRO03500

I am informed by IDA that in the 5 year period 2008 to 2012 there were a total of 13 sponsored site visits by potential investors to Co. Donegal. In the same period, IDA Ireland’s client
companies created 739 new jobs in Donegal. At present, there are 14 IDA Ireland client companies in Co. Donegal employing 2,228 people of which 178 are part time positions. Details of
the number of site visits and new jobs created in each of the years 2008 to 2012 are set out in
the following tabular statements.
Donegal’s industry base is transforming from the clothing and textile industry to high tech,
high skill activity. IDA Ireland is actively encouraging new investment in Donegal in knowledge based industries and is actively promoting Donegal as a successful location for high-end
manufacturing mainly to companies in the medical technologies sector. In October last KeyedIn Solutions announced its plans to establish a software development centre in Letterkenny
with the creation of 20 highly skilled jobs over three years.
IDA’s commitment to delivering business to Letterkenny and Sligo in the North West Region continues in line with IDA’s strategy ‘Horizon 2020’. Also, in line with “Horizon 2020
,” IDA works with corporate and local management in existing client companies to improve
competitiveness and efficiencies, enhance their use of technology, up-skill employees, engage
in RD&I and develop their business processes so as to ensure the maintenance of the existing
jobs provided by these companies in Ireland.
IDA prioritises the marketing of its Gateway locations within each Region as the locations
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of critical mass and highlights the opportunities provided by other locations on an opportunistic
basis, which are within commuting distances of these Gateways.
Another primary focus for IDA Ireland in Donegal is the designated linked Gateway of Letterkenny/Derry. This focus involves developing stronger economic links with Invest Northern
Ireland, which includes initiatives like the North West Business & Technology Zone (NWBTZ).
The NWBTZ is aimed at promoting the linked Gateway of Letterkenny/Derry in line with the
NI Regional Development Strategy 2025.
I am mindful of the concerns that have been expressed to me by Deputies on all sides of
the House about the relatively low level of site visits to certain regional locations. I have, accordingly, raised this matter with the CEO of IDA Ireland with a view to exploring what further
initiatives can be taken to influence potential investors to invest in such locations.
Table showing the number of new jobs created in IDA Ireland Client Companies in
County Donegal in each of the years 2008 to 2012
Employment 2008
Number of
67
New Jobs
created

2009
63

2010
152

2011
271

2012
186

Table showing the number of IDA sponsored site visits to County Donegal in each of
the years 2008 to 2012
Year
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008

Site Visits
1
2
4
3
3
Carer’s Allowance Payments

19/02/2013WRO03550

388. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports that are
provided to carers who do not live in the home of the persons for whom they care; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8169/13]
19/02/2013WRO03600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The same supports are provided to
carers regardless of their residence with just one difference. Since April 2012 those in receipt
of a carer’s payment are not entitled to household benefits in their own right. For those who do
reside with the person being cared for, the person is likely to already have an entitlement of their
own to household benefits. Approximately 31,000 carers receive a household benefits package.
19/02/2013WRO03700

My Department provides a number of supports to carers. The two main weekly income support payments are the means tested carer’s allowance (including half-rate carer’s allowance)
and the PRSI based carer’s benefit. In addition to either of these payments, non-resident carers
continue to be entitled to the annual respite care grant and free travel.
In general, to qualify for carer’s allowance or carer’s benefit, the carer must live with the
person being cared for. However, where the carer is not resident with the person they are caring
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for, the circumstances may still be suitable to allow them to provide full time care and attention.
In these cases, there must be a system of communication between the carer’s residence and that
of the care recipient such as telephone or an alarm type system. The care recipient must not
already be receiving full time care and attention within his or her own residence from another
person.
Expenditure on carers has increased significantly in recent years. In 2013 it is estimated to
be €776 million compared with an estimated outturn of €771 million in 2012. The expenditure
on carers in 2012 included: €509 million on carer’s allowance; €24 million on carer’s benefit;
€135 million on the respite care grant; and €103 million on domiciliary care allowance.
There are over 52,000 people in receipt of carer’s allowance. Of these, over 23,000 are
getting half-rate carer’s allowance in addition to another social welfare payment. There are approximately 1,700 people in receipt of carer’s benefit.
The income disregard and means test for carers is the most generous within the social welfare system. A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint annual income of up to
€35,400 can qualify for maximum payment carer’s allowance which such a couple earning
€59,300 will still qualify for the minimum rate and may also qualify for the household benefits
package. A person receiving the carer’s allowance is also entitled to a free travel pass.
The annual respite care grant is paid automatically to those in receipt of carer’s allowance,
carer’s benefit and domiciliary care allowance in June of each year. The grant is not means
tested and is also available to those people who are not in receipt of a one of the above payments
but are providing full time care and attention to a person who needs this care.
Disability Allowance Eligibility

19/02/2013WRO03750

389. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position
regarding determination of eligibility for disability allowance in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8070/13]
19/02/2013WRO03800

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for
disability allowance on 20 March 2012. The application, based upon the evidence submitted,
was refused on medical grounds and the person was notified in writing of this decision on 29
June 2012.
19/02/2013WRO03900

The person submitted further medical evidence in support of his claim and a review of his
application is underway. Once a decision is made on this review, the person in question will be
notified of the outcome.
Disability Allowance Applications

19/02/2013WRO03950

390. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details
supplied) in County Carlow will receive a decision on their application for disability and if she
will expedite the matter. [8089/13]
19/02/2013WRO04000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for disability allowance was received from the person concerned on 7 January 2013. On completion of the
necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person will
be notified directly of the outcome in due course.
19/02/2013WRO04100
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Rural Social Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRP00150

391. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection her future
plans for rural social schemes in view of the positive impact they are having on many rural
communities; her views on whether there is scope for further places on these schemes; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [8090/13]
19/02/2013WRP00200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rural social
scheme (RSS) is to provide income support for farmers and fisherpersons who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments. Persons are engaged for 19½ hours per week to
provide certain services of benefit to rural communities. The scheme currently provides work
opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff. I have no plans to increase the number of places available on this scheme. The funds allocated for 2013 amount to
€45m, which should enable the scheme to continue as in previous years but does not allow for
the recruitment of additional participants above the numbers stated above. The Department of
Social Protection has recently published a review of employment support schemes which, together with the outcome of the focused policy assessment of the RSS which the Department of
Public Expenditure and Reform has indicated it intends to conduct this year, will inform future
policy developments of the scheme.
19/02/2013WRP00300

Student Support Schemes Issues
392. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports that are
available to Irish students who completed leaving certificate examinations in 2012 and who are
studying a course (details supplied) at the Northwest Regional College in Derry City. [8100/13]
19/02/2013WRP00400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department operates a range
of employment support measures designed to encourage and support social welfare recipients
of working age to reduce their dependency on welfare payments. Amongst the supports available is the back to education allowance scheme (BTEA) and the part time education option
(PTEO). These supports may be available to persons on qualifying social welfare payments.
19/02/2013WRP00500

One of the conditions for receipt of BTEA is that a person in receipt of a jobseekers payment, under the age of 21 years of age, must be out of formal education for at least two years.
BTEA is essentially a social welfare replacement income which is paid in lieu of the relevant
social welfare payment that qualifies the applicant for participation in the scheme.
However, if a person wishes to pursue a part time education course they may be able to do
so while retaining their jobseekers payment under PTEO of the back to education programme.
They must apply at their local social welfare office and verify that participation on the course
does not reduce their availability for work.
The person in question is not in receipt of a social welfare payment or has never received a
social welfare payment in their own right. The Department of Social Protection does not offer
specific income supports for students outside of the Back to Education programme.
Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

19/02/2013WRP00550

393. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the current weekly entitlement in respect of basic payment in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; when it is expected their application for jobseeker’s allowance will be determined; and
19/02/2013WRP00600
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [8108/13]
Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance claim
for the person concerned was awarded on the 30th January 2013 at a weekly rate of €188.00.
The basic supplementary welfare allowance which was being paid pending award of jobseeker’s allowance has been closed.
19/02/2013WRP00700

Illness Benefit Appeals

19/02/2013WRP00750

394. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 130 of 22 November 2012, the current position in respect of entitlement
to illness benefit in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6 whose employer and general practitioner have previously deemed them unfit for work; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [8109/13]
19/02/2013WRP00800

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medical Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that he was capable of work.
19/02/2013WRP00900

An appeal was registered on 13th November 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office
has advised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for
the documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal. In that context an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out on 18th
February 2013.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
Ministerial Appointments

19/02/2013WRP00950

395. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of all appointments made by her to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by
her since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary. [8125/13]
19/02/2013WRP01000

396. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of the qualifications of all the appointees made by her to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other
appointments made by her since taking office including the State owned banks and judiciary for
the appointments they have accepted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8143/13]
19/02/2013WRP01100

398. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of appointees
and the percentage of appointments made by her to all State agencies, commercial bodies and
all other appointments made by her since taking office including the State owned banks and the
Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8161/13]
19/02/2013WRP01200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos.
395, 396 and 398 together.
19/02/2013WRP01300

The statutory bodies operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are
the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions Board, the Pensions Ombudsman (which does not
have a board) and the Social Welfare Tribunal.
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Citizens Information Board
I have made three appointments to the Citizens Information Board since coming into office. Mr Eugene Mc Erlean was appointed with effect from 7 September 2011 in line with the
procedures for appointment to State Boards and bodies agreed by Government in May 2011.
The appointment was cognisant of his experience in the areas of finance, money management and debt settlement services and in legal matters.
The other two appointments did not require public advertisement as one was the Department’s representative to the Board, Ms Fiona Ward who was first appointed on 1 November
2011, and the other was the CIB’s staff representative to the Board, Mr David Stratton who was
appointed on 5 November 2012, as provided for the in the governing legislation - the Comhairle
Act 2000, as amended by the Citizens Information Act 2007.
Of the 15 members on the Board of CIB, my appointments represent 20% of the total membership.
Arrangements are being made to seek public expressions of interest in two existing board
vacancies which will also be filled in accordance with the procedures for appointment to State
boards and bodies agreed by Government in May 2011.
Pensions Board
No appointments have been made by me to the Pensions Board since I took office.
The Public Service Reform Programme provides for a critical review of the integration of
the regulatory functions of the Pensions Board with the Financial Regulator and the merging
of the Pensions Ombudsman with the Financial Services Ombudsman. The Critical Review
Group, established to carry out the review, is finalising a draft report with recommendations.
Social Welfare Tribunal
The Board of the Social Welfare Tribunal is appointed for a three year term. It consists of a
Chairperson and four ordinary members, two of whom are nominated by the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions (ICTU) and two by the Irish Business Employer Confederation (IBEC).
There have been 6 appointments to the board since I took office. One of the ICTU members
of the Tribunal resigned in 2011 and on their nomination, a replacement member was appointed
from 24th October 2011. All appointments were due for renewal on 4th October 2012. Four
members of the previous board and one new person, nominated by IBEC, were appointed to the
new board effective from the 5th October 2012.
Legislation provides that the four ordinary members of the Tribunal are appointed by the
Minister on the recommendation of the two relevant bodies, ICTU and IBEC. Both bodies
forwarded their nominations and were duly approved and appointed by me. The Chairperson
is sourced by the Department of Social Protection by way of a recommendation from the Labour Court with regard to a particular candidate’s suitability. The Chairperson, who was reappointed in 2012, has held the position since 2003. He is a former Rights Commissioner with
extensive experience in dispute resolution and has been proven to hold all of the qualifications,
skills and competencies necessary for the position.
The revised Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies does not apply to the Social Welfare Tribunal due to its structure and purpose.
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Disability Allowance Eligibility

19/02/2013WRP01350

397. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Social Protection the services are
available to young self employed persons in early their 50’s who are diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease and who are no longer able to work; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[8146/13]
19/02/2013WRP01400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department provides a number of income supports for people with disabilities.
19/02/2013WRP01425

In the case of a self-employed person who is no longer able to work due to illness, he or she
can apply for disability allowance. For the deputy’s information, the qualifying conditions for
disability allowance are that the person must:
- be substantially restricted in undertaking suitable employment arising from a medical assessment or examination of the person’s disability;
- be aged between 16 and under 66;
- satisfy a means test;
- be habitually resident in the State.
Question No. 398 answered with Question No. 395.
Disability Allowance Eligibility

19/02/2013WRP01650

399. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details supplied) will have their disability allowance granted and if she will expedite the matter.
[8168/13]
19/02/2013WRP01700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for
disability allowance on 29 March 2012. The application based upon the evidence submitted,
was refused on medical grounds and the person was notified in writing of this decision on 4
July 2012.
19/02/2013WRP01800

The person submitted further medical evidence in support of his claim and a review of his
application is underway. Once a decision is made on this review, the person in question will be
notified of the outcome.
Question No. 400 withdrawn.
Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

19/02/2013WRP02000

401. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review
the decision to disallow back to education allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 12; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8198/13]
19/02/2013WRP02100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have had the decision in this case
reviewed and the position is as follows:
19/02/2013WRP02200

To qualify for back to education allowance a person must have been in receipt of jobseekers
benefit for at least 9 months prior to the commencement of the first year of their course. The
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person concerned was in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit from 08th March 2011 to 31st August
2011 and from 22nd May 2012 to 21st November 2012. The payment period immediately prior
to the commencement of the course was not of sufficient duration for the person concerned to
meet the qualifying criteria for back to education allowance. In addition, as there was a gap of
more than 26 weeks between both payment periods they cannot be treated as continuous, and as
such cannot be aggregated to meet the qualifying criteria.
Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

19/02/2013WRP02250

402. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a farm assist appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if the
appeal will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8202/13]
19/02/2013WRP02300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21st
November 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 24th January
2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
19/02/2013WRP02400

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
Carer’s Allowance Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRP02450

403. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Sligo. [8206/13]
19/02/2013WRP02500

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 4th December
2012. The application is currently with a social welfare investigative officer for assessment of
the level of care being provided and confirmation that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s
allowance are satisfied. Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted the report a
deciding officer will make a full decision. The application will be processed as quickly as possible and when a decision is made the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
19/02/2013WRP02600

Home Help Service Eligibility

19/02/2013WRP02650

404. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position
regarding the exemption of home help income earned from the Health Service Executive prior
to Budget 2012; if a person was assessed for a social welfare payment prior to Budget 2012 and
if their HSE home help income was included in this assessment are they eligible to apply for
arrears; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8217/13]
19/02/2013WRP02700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of Budget 2012, the Government decided that, with effect from January 2012, income from employment by the HSE or
a body funded by the Health Service Executive (HSE) as a home help would be assessed, for
19/02/2013WRP02800
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means testing purposes, in the same way as income from any other type of employment, where
this was not already the case.
The new arrangements replaced a range of means testing arrangements which had been applied to income as a home help on a non-statutory basis in relation to certain schemes. These
administrative arrangements were initially introduced to encourage persons to take up employment as a home help at a time when the remuneration from such employment was low. This is
no longer the case as the status and salary levels were formalised in 2000. As the salary scale
is now well ahead of the national minimum wage, there was no longer a basis for this special
treatment. The change advanced the objective of treating all income in the same way for means
testing purposes with no special arrangements depending on the type of employment.
Since January 2012, persons working as a home help benefit from the standard earnings
disregards and tapering arrangements which apply to the assessment of earnings. These vary
across schemes and the current arrangements are now outlined in the case of one parent family
payment, jobseeker’s allowance and disability allowance:
- One-parent family payment: the first €110 is disregarded in full and amounts between
€110 and €425 are assessed at 50%.
- Jobseeker’s allowance: the first €20 per day, subject to a maximum of €60 per week, is
disregarded in full and 60% of the balance assessed.
- Disability allowance: the first €120 per week of earnings from a rehabilitative nature is
disregarded, any balance between €120 per week and €350 per week is assessed at 50% and any
remaining balance is assessed in full.
Where the spouse/partner of a jobseeker’s or disability allowance recipient is in employment the first €20 per day of his or her earnings, subject to a maximum of €60 per week, is
disregarded in full and 60% of the balance assessed.
The arrangements which applied in relation to the assessment of home help earnings prior to
January 2012 varied across schemes. For example, the treatment of the earnings of a qualified
adult as a home help varied in the case of disability allowance and jobseeker’s allowance; it was
disregarded in full in the case of disability allowance and assessed in the same way as all other
earnings in the case of jobseeker’s allowance.
Disability allowance was introduced in 1996 and replaced the Disabled Person’s Maintenance Allowance (DPMA) which had been administered by the Health Boards. In the case of
the latter scheme, earnings arising from the employment of a claimant’s spouse/partner as a
home help were disregarded if full. These arrangements were continued in the Department of
Social Protection, on a non-statutory administrative basis until the change outlined above was
introduced in January 2012.
If a person feels that the assessment procedures outlined above were not correctly applied
to their claim before or after January 2012, they may request their local social welfare office to
review their claim. If it is established that their means were incorrectly assessed, any arrears
due to them will be paid.
Employment Rights Issues
405. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection following the
recently published Migrant Rights Centre Ireland Report December 2012 Part of the Family,
19/02/2013WRP02900
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which illustrates the way the unregulated au pair system is being used to facilitate cheap childcare and that leaves au pairs without basic protections, her plans to address the issue of au pairs
here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8223/13]
Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protection does not have responsibility for the matter raised by the Deputy. As advised by my
colleague, Richard Bruton, T.D., Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, in response to
Parliamentary Question 6485/13, the National Employments Rights Authority (NERA) investigates complaints in relation to breaches of employment law. Any complaints received by
NERA in relation to au pairs would first be examined using the “Code of Practice for Determining the Employment or Self-Employment Status of Individuals” in order to determine whether
or not the person is in fact an employee.
19/02/2013WRP03000

If the person is determined to be an employee, they enjoy the full protection of Irish Employment Law and the NERA inspection and enforcement procedures operate in the normal
way. A Code of Practice for Protecting Persons Employed in Other People’s Homes (S.I. No.
239 of 2007) is in place and can be accessed on NERA’s website. Where people have concerns
that employees may be exploited, or may be receiving less than their statutory entitlement, the
matter should be reported to NERA for investigation.
Section 20 of the Protection of Employees (Part-Time) Work Act 2001 provides that all employee protection legislation applies to a person, irrespective of his or her nationality or place
of residence, who has entered into a legal contract of employment that provides for him or her
being employed in the State or who works in the State under a legal contract of employment.
Therefore, once it is clear that a person is working under such a contract of employment in another person’s home, on a full-time or part-time basis, that person has the same protection under
law as all other employees.
Employments in the State under a contract of service or apprenticeship, written or oral, may
be insurable for social insurance purposes. A person aged over 16 years and under pensionable age (currently 66 years) may be regarded as an employed contributor for social insurance
purposes and, subject to payment of the appropriate PRSI contributions and satisfying the other
qualifying conditions, may qualify for the full range of long and short- term social insurance
benefits. For Class A employees, PRSI at the rate of 4% is payable based on their weekly earnings. In addition, employers are required to pay PRSI at the rate of 10.75% in respect of their
employees.
In addition, as Minister Burton advised, the Department of Justice and Equality operates the
student visa scheme and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs have responsibility for
childcare matters. Accordingly, any issues in regard to these matters should be addressed to
those Departments.
Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

19/02/2013WRP03050

406. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the current waiting
times for the processing of domicilary care allowance applications; if she will provide in tabular form, for the past five years, the number of claims awarded on first application; the number
of claims refused; and the number of claims received; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [8235/13]
19/02/2013WRP03100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Currently, the average time to
process an application for Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) from receipt to decision is ap19/02/2013WRP03200
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proximately 8 weeks. The Department has been accepting new claims for DCA since 1st April
2009. Statistics relating to the allowance for the period prior to April 2009 are a matter for the
HSE, the previous administrators of the scheme. The number of applicants for DCA that were
received, awarded and refused from April 2009 to December 2012 is set out in the table below.
Domiciliary Care Allowance applications – 2009 to 2012
-

Applications
received

Applications
processed in
year
2,823

Applications
allowed*

2009 (from 1st 3,389
1,220 (43%)
April)
2010
5,457
5,333
2,576 (48%)
2011
5,525
5,396
2502 (46%)
2012
4,339
4,680
2204 (47%)
*including on review following receipt of additional information

Applications
disallowed
1,603
2,757
2,894
2,476

Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

19/02/2013WRP03250

407. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in
tabular form for the past five years the number of domiciliary care allowance appeals submitted
to her Department; the number of these refused; the number granted [8236/13]
19/02/2013WRP03300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The number of domiciliary care
allowance (DCA) appeals submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals of Office and outcome of
appeals processed from 2009 to 2012, is given in the Table below.
19/02/2013WRP03400

Prior to April 2009 the domiciliary care allowance scheme was administered by the Health
Services Executive (HSE). Fresh applications for DCA were accepted by my Department from
April 2009, claims of existing recipients of DCA were transferred from HSE to my Department
in September 2009.
Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals 2009 -2012
Year

Appeals
Lodged

Appeals
Allowed

Appeals
Partly Allowed

Revised DO
Decision

Appeals
Disallowed

2009
2010
2011
2012

836
1,858
2,401
2,186

6
221
798
874

0
14
37
29

47
584
424
625

5
417
1,109
906

The figures in relation the outcome of appeals are in respect of the actual appeals processed
in the period specified and do not, necessarily, relate to the appeals received in the same period.
Community Welfare Services

19/02/2013WRP03450

408. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the criteria used by
her Department to determine the level of demand for community welfare clinics in County
Donegal in view of the fact that the exact numbers of persons who have accessed each commu19/02/2013WRP03500
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nity welfare clinic in County Donegal is not available; if she will provide a breakdown of the
staff employed in the Community Welfare Service in County Donegal, differentiating between
those responsible for making payments and those with supervisory or administrative roles, over
the past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8237/13]
Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has restructured a
number of Community Welfare Service (CWS) clinics across the country, including in County
Donegal, with the aim of providing an efficient service to all customers.
19/02/2013WRP03600

Some smaller clinics have been closed or will close where the level of demand for a service
was low. Where a closure has occurred or is planned, an increased level of service has been
made available to the customers from these areas at alternative locations in the general vicinity and the provision of an enhanced service to the public by providing a better service at the
remaining clinics within the areas.
There are currently nineteen Officers (former CWOs) in Donegal operating from thirty four
different locations throughout the area. These officers are responsible for assessing claims,
providing control functionality, making payments and providing information on Departmental
schemes as required, in addition to performing supervisory and administrative roles in their
respective offices where clerical support is in place.
Although figures are not available on the exact number of persons who have accessed each
community welfare clinic in County Donegal in recent years, an examination of the Department’s payments system undertaken in September 2011 showed that almost 4,300 individuals
in Donegal were in receipt of a payment under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA)
scheme. By November 2012, the number of SWA recipients in Donegal had reduced by approximately 21% to 3,400 individuals.
It is also worth noting that the Department has reduced the level of demand on the CWS
service in recent years by centralising the administration of the Back to School Clothing and
Footwear (BSCFA) scheme within the Department. In addition, CWS staff are no longer involved in the administration of Medical Cards.
Tabular Statement 1 below shows the number of staff under each specific grade who perform CWS functions. Since the integration of the CWS into the Department, the roles and/or
functions of certain individuals will have changed.
Tabular Statement 1
Year

Superinten- Assistant
Former
Clerical
Total
dent CWS/ (Grade 7)
CWO
AP
2008
1
1
24
5
31
2009
1
1
24
5
31
2010
1
1
24
5
31
2011
1
1
22
5
29
2012
1
1
20
5
27
2013
2 * (see note) 1
19
5
27
* Note – These 2 Superintendent CWS/APs also have responsibility for functions other than
CWS functions
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Invalidity Pension Appeals

19/02/2013WRP03650

409. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8243/13]
19/02/2013WRP03700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on
31st January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
19/02/2013WRP03800

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
Question No. 410 withdrawn.
Social Welfare Appeals Delays

19/02/2013WRP03950

411. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a
social welfare appeal will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22. [8269/13]
19/02/2013WRP04000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on
06th February 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
19/02/2013WRP04100

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
Social Welfare Appeals Delays

19/02/2013WRP04150

412. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision
in respect of an appeal is likely to made in the case of a person (details supplied); if he will
confirm if the file has been sent to the social welfare appeals officer; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [8271/13]
19/02/2013WRP04200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th
October 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be
sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 06th February
2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
19/02/2013WRP04300

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
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Invalidity Pension Appeals

19/02/2013WRP04350

413. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details
supplied) in County Carlow will receive a decision on an appeal for invalidity as it has been
assigned to an Appeals Officer for final decision and if she will expedite a reply. [8278/13]
19/02/2013WRP04400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case. Every effort will be made to hear the case
as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements have been made.
19/02/2013WRP04500

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRQ00150

414. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for
rent supplement will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8338/13]
19/02/2013WRQ00200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no record of a rent supplement application in respect of the person concerned. If the person concerned wishes to apply
for rent supplement she should complete an application form and return it to the Central Rents
Unit, PO Box 11758, Dublin 24.
19/02/2013WRQ00300

Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2013WRQ00350

415. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if a farmer or fisherperson in receipt of farm assist and fish assist has to be available for employment; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8339/13]
19/02/2013WRQ00400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Farm assist is a statutory, standalone means tested scheme which provides an income supplement to farmers. There is no requirement for farm assist customers to be available for other work outside of farming. The term
‘fish assist’ is used to describe a feature of the jobseeker’s allowance scheme and refers to the
means assessment which applies to certain categories of self-employed fishermen within that
scheme. To qualify for jobseeker’s allowance, a self-employed fisherman must satisfy all of the
scheme conditions, including the requirement to be available for work.
19/02/2013WRQ00500

Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRQ00550

416. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to
date in respect of a review of a rent supplement payment in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8346/13]
19/02/2013WRQ00600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The rent supplement review process will continue once the documentation requested from the person concerned is returned to
the Department.
19/02/2013WRQ00700
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Disability Allowance Payments

19/02/2013WRQ00750

417. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider
opening up more schemes to those on disability payments including the new social employment
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8398/13]
19/02/2013WRQ00800

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government, as part of the
Budget package for 2013. announced a number of initiatives focused on providing work opportunities for those currently unemployed. The key elements of this package are to add an
additional 2,500 places to JobBridge; 2,000 places on community employment; 2,500 to Tús
– the community work placement initiative - and the development of a new initiative with local
authorities to provide 3,000 opportunities in 2013. Development work on this new initiative
has commenced with local authorities and I hope to be in a position to agree a number of pilot
projects to inform the design of this important initiative in the coming weeks. The focus of this
new scheme will be on those on the live register for 24 months or more.
19/02/2013WRQ00900

People with disabilities and on related disability payment schemes from the Department of
Social Protection are eligible to apply for a number of schemes, the details of which are available on the Department’s website – www.welfare.ie. In addition, there are also a number of
practical supports and allowances available to employers to proactively assist the participation
of people with a disability in the workforce. Funding can be provided to employers who wish
to retain an employee who has acquired an impairment or illness and to employ a person with a
disability. The Department also funds the EmployAbility service nationwide, which is designed
to enable jobseekers with a disability to secure open labour market employment with assistance
of tailored individual supports provided by job coaches. Given the opportunities that currently
exist, I have no plans to consider opening up more schemes to those on disability payments.
Exceptional Needs Payments

19/02/2013WRQ00950

418. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an exceptional
needs payment will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8415/13]
19/02/2013WRQ01000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has no record of
a recent application for an exceptional needs payment from the person concerned.
19/02/2013WRQ01100

Invalidity Pension Applications

19/02/2013WRQ01150

419. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to
date in respect of an application for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied)
in County Offaly; when the application is likely to be awarded; if he will outline exactly the
stage this application is at and the stages yet to be proceeded with; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8422/13]
19/02/2013WRQ01200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The department received a claim
for invalidity pension from the person concerned on 27 September 2011. The medical evidence
provided by the claimant in support of his claim was examined by a medical assessor who was
of the opinion that the person concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as he does not satisfy the medical criteria. The claim for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer.
The person in question was notified of this decision and the reason for it on 09 December 2011.
19/02/2013WRQ01300
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The person concerned subsequently submitted further medical evidence in support of his
claim. Following this review the claimant was found medically suitable for invalidity pension.
The case was referred to a social welfare inspector on 29 June 2012 for investigation regarding self-employment. Unfortunately, the file was mislaid however, the investigation has
now been completed and the report has been returned to invalidity pension section. In order to
decide entitlement my department has been in touch with the person in question explaining the
situation and requesting that he complete and submit a duplicate claim form and signed declaration. On receipt of the duplicate signed claim form and declaration a decision claim will be
awarded.
Disability Allowance Appeals

19/02/2013WRQ01350

420. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
issue on a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8445/13]
19/02/2013WRQ01400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on
6th February 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. The Social Welfare Appeals Office
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
19/02/2013WRQ01500

Pension Provisions

19/02/2013WRQ01550

421. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection if an information
campaign will be launched to make persons aware of the changes to the transition pension from
2014 onward; the steps those who are unprepared take; if there will be any discretion given to
persons who must retire at 65 years and will have no income until 66; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [8446/13]
19/02/2013WRQ01600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension transition (SPT)
is paid for a maximum of 12 months and is available to people who are retired from work on
reaching age 65 years provided they satisfy the necessary PRSI contributions. In December
2012, there were approximately 14,400 customers in receipt of SPT.
19/02/2013WRQ01700

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided for changes to State pension age. From
1st January 2014 the abolition of SPT will standardise the age for payment of a State pension to
66 years. In addition, the age at which State pension (contributory) (SPC) will be payable will
increase to 67 years from 2021 and to 68 years from 2028.
The abolition of SPT removes the retirement condition which acts as an incentive for people
to leave the workforce and has been widely criticised as a barrier to older people remaining in
employment. There is no retirement condition attached to the SPC. A person who retires from
work on reaching age 65 may apply for another social welfare payment, depending on their
individual circumstances.
In February 2012, my Department held meetings with the representative groups for older people to outline the changes to SPT and SPC. Feedback was sought from these groups
and included in an information pack that was prepared to further publicise the changes to the
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scheme. The finalised information pack was published in early March 2012 on the Department’s website, www.welfare.ie and was also made available through the Citizens Information
Board website www.citizensinformation.ie. A link to the information pack was also tweeted
to the Department’s followers on Twitter. It was widely circulated to customer representative
groups including those representing older people, working age groups, farming groups, trade
unions, employer groups, accountancy bodies etc. It was also forwarded to all members of the
Oireachtas. Presentations on the introduction of these changes were also made at the Department’s regular briefings with customer representative groups and to members of the public
over the course of the year. A further information campaign is planned for quarter 2, 2013 to
continue to raise awareness of the changes.
Invalidity Pension Appeals

19/02/2013WRQ01750

422. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork.
[8453/13]
19/02/2013WRQ01800

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case. Every effort is being made to hear the case
as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements have been made.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
19/02/2013WRQ01900

Question No. 423 withdrawn.
Farm Assist Scheme Applications

19/02/2013WRQ02150

424. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
issue on the current application for farm assist in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8518/13]
19/02/2013WRQ02200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the
appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision. Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed by
the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts. Following the submission of
additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to review the case. The person concerned
will be contacted when the review of his appeal has been finalised. The Social Welfare Appeals
Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and
is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
19/02/2013WRQ02300

Invalidity Pension Appeals

19/02/2013WRQ02350

425. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue on an appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8519/13]
19/02/2013WRQ02400

19/02/2013WRQ02500

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
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Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision. The person concerned
was notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
Social Welfare Appeals Status

19/02/2013WRQ02550

426. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue from the social welfare appeals office in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8613/13]
19/02/2013WRQ02600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal of the person concerned in
the light of all the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing. It is anticipated that a decision will issue in this case within the next two weeks. The Social Welfare Appeals
Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and
is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
19/02/2013WRQ02700

Question No. 427 withdrawn.
Carer’s Allowance Applications

19/02/2013WRQ02850

428. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide
an update on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8626/13]
19/02/2013WRQ02900

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 13th July 2011.
This application was disallowed on medical grounds on 16th February 2012 and the person
was notified accordingly. The person in question subsequently submitted further evidence in
support of the application on the 11th April 2012 and on the 26th June 2012. However, this
information did not alter the opinion of the medical assessor and the deciding officer has confirmed the decision to disallow carer’s allowance in this case.
19/02/2013WRQ03000

Question No. 429 withdrawn.
Disability Support Services Provision

19/02/2013WRQ03150

430. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has examined the budgetary requirements of the employability service in County Kildare which handles
the administration and placement of employment for people with a particular or special needs
requirement in the context of their employment, if her attention has been drawn to the need for
continuity of funds for the provision of the services required with particular reference to the
changeover from FÁS-Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment to her Department; if
she will arrange to liaise with the service providers with a view to contract update and renewal
and the need for dependability and reliability of the backup funding service now the responsibility of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8693/13]
19/02/2013WRQ03200

19/02/2013WRQ03300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am very much aware of the valu307
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able service provided by the EmployAbility Services, including Kildare EmployAbility, in supporting people with disabilities into employment. I can confirm that contracts and budget allocations for the current year have now been finalised for each of the twenty-three Employability
companies and the relevant staff in the Department are arranging for the completion of the
necessary formalities with the individual companies throughout the country. I wish to reassure
the Deputy that the issues around the annual renewal of the EmployAbility company contracts
are being examined in my Department with a view to ensuring that short-term problems – such
as those encountered in Kildare – do not arise in the future.
Carer’s Allowance Payments

19/02/2013WRQ03350

431. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a
carer’s allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [8699/13]
19/02/2013WRQ03400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 3rd May 2012.
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned
will be notified directly of the outcome.
19/02/2013WRQ03500

Carer’s Allowance Applications

19/02/2013WRQ03550

432. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a review of carer’s allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8701/13]
19/02/2013WRQ03600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 2nd December
2011. This application was disallowed on medical grounds on the 2nd November 2012 and the
person in question was notified accordingly. The person in question subsequently submitted
further medical evidence for review on 20th December 2012. The medical evidence was forwarded to the Department’s medical assessors for further consideration. This medical evidence
is awaiting medical assessment. Once the review is completed in this case the person concerned
will be notified directly of the outcome.
19/02/2013WRQ03700

Question No. 433 withdrawn.
Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

19/02/2013WRQ03850

434. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review a
decision to discontinue jobseeker’s allowance to a person (details supplied) as participation in a
FÁS community employment scheme is contingent on being in receipt of this payment; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [8706/13]
19/02/2013WRQ03900

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned together with the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
were received by that office on 01st February 2013. The case will be referred to an Appeals
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence
presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions
19/02/2013WRQ04000
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independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
Illness Benefit Applications

19/02/2013WRQ04050

435. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlement
to illness benefit in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [8709/13]
19/02/2013WRQ04100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned does not
satisfy the qualifying conditions for illness benefit because he has not paid any pay related social insurance contributions (PRSI) at classes A, E, H or P since 1985/86. In order to qualify for
illness benefit a claimant must have at least 104 weeks of PRSI contributions (at classes A,E,
H or P) paid since he first started work and have at least 39 weeks PRSI contributions paid or
credited in the relevant contribution year (a minimum of 13 weeks must be paid contributions).
The relevant contribution year is the second last complete contribution year before the year in
which the claim is made.
19/02/2013WRQ04200

Where for any two complete consecutive contribution years there are no employment contributions paid or credited in respect of an insured person, an employment contribution shall
not be credited to such a person until 26 employment contributions have been paid. The person
concerned has no reckonable PRSI contributions paid or credited since the 1985/86 contribution
year and therefore he has no current entitlement to credited PRSI contributions. If the means
of the person concerned are not sufficient to meet his needs or the needs of his household, he
may wish to consider applying for supplementary welfare allowance. In this regard, he should
contact the Department of Social Protection representative at his local health centre, who will
advise him of possible entitlement to this allowance.
Questions Nos. 436 and 437 withdrawn.
Carer’s Allowance Appeals
438. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision
will issue on a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8727/13]
19/02/2013WRRR00300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16th
August 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be
sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 7th February 2013
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
19/02/2013WRRR00400

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

19/02/2013WRRR00450

Carer’s Allowance Applications
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439. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a
person (details supplied) in County Mayo has been refused carer’s allowance when the person
being cared for had been assessed for carer’s benefit as being in need of full-time care in August
2012 and has had no improvement in their condition; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [8750/13]
19/02/2013WRRR00500

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 23rd November
2012. The application was refused on medical grounds on the 7th February 2013 and the person
concerned was notified of the decision.
19/02/2013WRRR00600

The person being cared for had been found medically eligible for carer’s benefit in August
2012. However medical eligibility does not automatically transfer across to a different scheme.
Although the legislation in regard to medical eligibility for carer’s allowance is very similar to
that of carer’s benefit, they are not identical. Section 179(4)(b) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005 relating to carer’s allowance is significant here. It states that “a relevant person
shall be regarded as requiring full-time care and attention where the person has such a disability
that he or she is likely to require full-time care and attention for at least 12 consecutive months”.
In carrying out the assessment of the case, the medical assessor considered all evidence
presented and expressed an opinion based on findings. The medical assessor expressed the following opinion in regard to this case on the 4th December 2012: “While care recipient clearly
needs additional care and attention, however based on all medical reports and evidence available to me at this time, I am of the opinion that the need for continuous care and attention does
not comply with the criteria for eligibility for CA”. Taking all material into account, the deciding officer decided to disallow carer’s allowance.
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Eligibility

19/02/2013WRRR00650

440. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 359 of 12 February 2013, if she will change the rule to allow persons on
social welfare allowance to travel for medical treatment; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [8751/13]
19/02/2013WRRR00700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Supplementary welfare allowance
(SWA) is not normally payable where a recipient is outside the State.
19/02/2013WRRR00800

Recipients of SWA are advised to contact the officer dealing with their claim where there
is a change in their circumstances which includes travel outside the State. I have no plans to
change the conditions under which SWA is payable.
Question No. 441 withdrawn.
Pension Provisions

19/02/2013WRRR00925

442. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if there
has been any agreement in relation to putting in place the provision of a gratuity or pension
payment for retiring job club leaders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8824/13]
19/02/2013WRRR01000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has no agreements in place for the provision of a gratuity or pension payment for retiring job club leaders.
The Department provides grant assistance to sponsors/contractors towards the cost of operating
19/02/2013WRRR01100
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job clubs. The provision of pensions or gratuities and other employment related issues are matters for the sponsors/contractors as the employer.

19/02/2013WRRR01150

Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

443. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for
rent supplement will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8871/13]
19/02/2013WRRR01200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt
of her full entitlement to rent supplement based on her household circumstances. The rent supplement claim was awarded on the 21st November 2012. All arrears have been issued directly
to the bank account of the person concerned.
19/02/2013WRRR01300

Questions Nos. 444 and 445 withdrawn.
Disability Allowance Appeals
446. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No 432 of the 5 of February 2013, if she will re-examine the case of an appeal
in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [8974/13]
19/02/2013WRRR01700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for disability allowance, by the person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an assessment by a Medical Advisor of the Department who was of the opinion that she was medically
unsuitable for the allowance. The Deciding Officer’s decision, in this case, issued on 12th
September 2011.
19/02/2013WRRR01800

I am informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that there is no trace of an appeal
against this decision by the person concerned.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
Question No. 447 withdrawn.

19/02/2013WRRR01950

Carer’s Allowance Applications

448. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for carer’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8980/13]
19/02/2013WRRR02000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 2nd May 2012.
A decision was made on the 6th February 2013 awarding the allowance. All arrears due issued
by cheque on that date and the first weekly payment issued to the designated post office on the
7th February 2013.
19/02/2013WRRR02100
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Pension Provisions
449. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are alternative
arrangements in place for those persons who can no longer avail of the transition pension; if
she intends to implement an alternative scheme for those nearing retirement age; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [8983/13]
19/02/2013WRRR02200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension (transition)
(SPT) is paid for a maximum of 12 months and is available to people who retire from work on
reaching age 65 provided they satisfy the necessary PRSI contributions criteria and that they do
not work for that one year between age 65 and 66.
19/02/2013WRRR02300

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided for changes to State pension provision.
SPT will cease to be paid from 2014 which will standardise the payment of pension at age 66.
In addition, the age at which State pension (contributory) (SPC) will be payable will increase to
67 years from 2012 and to 68 years from 2028.
In December 2012, there were just under 14,400 SPT recipients compared to 312,300 recipients of SPC. Only 1,700 people, or 12% in all, were awarded SPT directly from employment
while almost half were already in receipt of another social welfare payment.
A person who retires from work on reaching age 65 and who does not have sufficient PRSI
contributions to qualify for SPT may apply for another social welfare payment, depending on
their individual circumstances.
The abolition of SPT in 2014 removes the retirement condition which acts as an incentive
to leave the workforce and has been widely criticised as a barrier to older people remaining in
employment. The continued participation of older people in the labour market must be encouraged and facilitated to meet the challenge of an ageing society. Employees and employers need
to be persuaded to change their attitudes to working longer. In the workplace, employers should
try to retain older employees and create working conditions which make working longer both
attractive and possible for the older worker. At present, my Department is working with other
Departments and relevant State agencies who have a role to play in identifying and breaking
down barriers to remaining in work past the age of 65.
The State pension is the bedrock of the Irish pension system. Raising State pension age and
the abolition of SPT is a necessary step in ensuring the sustainability of pensions into the future
and to address the challenges of changing demographics such as increasing life expectancy.
Planning Issues
450. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he intends to continue considering a consent application made under a planning application
that has been amended and altered and is, by the applicant’s own admission, now subject to
further planning approval. [9241/13]
19/02/2013WRRR02500

457. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
in view of the fact that he has undertaken to preserve the national monument Moore St., Dublin,
under preservation order No.1 of 2007, if he will explain the basis upon which he can consider
an application that seeks his consent to retain only the monument’s buildings, that is, 40% of its
protected area; the basis upon which the application, in seeking Ministerial consent, can simply
ignore the protection afforded to the national monument as a protected structure and a national
19/02/2013WRRR02525
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monument, by redrawing its boundary to facilitate the demolition of protected structures and
outbuildings directly linked to the 1916 Rising and build on, over and under it.. [8641/13]
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 450 and 457 together.
19/02/2013WRRR02537

Nos. 14 to 17 Moore Street are the subject of a Preservation Order under the National Monuments Acts. The effect of the Preservation Order is that any works affecting these properties
require the consent of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under section 14 of the
National Monuments Act 1930, as amended. The landowner’s application to my Department
for consent to proposals that include the provision of a commemorative centre to the 1916 Rising and its Leaders on the national monument site is being examined.
As part of the consent process, the applicant was asked by my Department to submit an
environmental impact statement in relation to the proposal. This is in accordance with the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment of Proposed Demolition of National Monuments) Regulations 2012 which place additional responsibilities on landowners in respect of
monuments protected under the National Monuments Acts.
The environmental impact statement was submitted to my Department on 25 January 2013
and is available for public consultation in the Department’s offices and at the offices of Dublin
City Council. Interested parties have until Friday, I March 2013, to provide me, as Minister,
with their comments on it. Having completed the prescribed consultation procedures, I will
proceed as quickly as possible to undertake a formal environmental impact assessment and to
make a decision on the consent application.
Ministerial Appointments
451. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details
of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary.
[8113/13]
19/02/2013WRRR02600

452. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details
of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks
and judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8131/13]
19/02/2013WRRR02700

453. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State
owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8149/13]
19/02/2013WRRR02800

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 451 to 453, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRRR02900

The table below sets out details of all appointments made to the Boards of the bodies funded
from my Department’s Vote Group in the period in question. I am satisfied that all Board members are suitably qualified to carry out the duties required of them.
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Total Number of
Board members

% of
board
members
which can
be appointed
by the
Minister
100%

Board members appointed since March
2011

Date of appointment

Term of Office

Appointments subject
to public
applications
process?

Éimear O’Connor
Ciarán Walsh
Mark O’Regan
John Fanning

13/09/2011
13/09/2011
13/09/2011
07/10/2011

5 years

Yes

Heritage Council
- 16

100%

Ciara Breathnach
Kieran O’Conor
Ted Creedon
Catherine Heaney
Fidelma Mullane Michael Parsons

All appointments made on
25/01/2012

4 years –
(current term
of office
expires on
25/01/2016)

Yes

National Concert
Hall - 15

100%

Kieran Tobin (Chair)
Dearbhla Collins
John McGrane
Laurie Cearr
Gina Menzies
Bruce Arnold
Margaret Ryan
Ray Bates
Alma Hynes
Artemis Kent
Deborah Kelleher
Peter McEvoy
Pat Heneghan
Rachel Holstead
Patricia Slavin

Chair appointed 5 years
on 30/08/2011

Arts Council - 13

Yes

All other appointments
made on
11/07/2011

National Gallery
of Ireland - 17

58%

Fred Krehbiel

08/06/2011

5 years

N/A – appointment
was underway
prior to the
introduction
of the public
applications
process.

Crawford Art
Gallery - 8

100%

John R. Bowen Chair)
Sheila Maguire
Noel O’Keefe
Úna Feely
Jim Corr
Tim Brosnan
Tim Lucey

All appoint2 years
ments made in
December 2011

N/A board
members were
reappointed
pro tem during the public
service reform
process.
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Total Number of
Board members

Chester Beatty
Library - 11

% of
board
members
which can
be appointed
by the
Minister
25%

Board members appointed since March
2011

Date of appointment

Term of Office

Patricia Donlon
Declan Downey

P Donlon
5 years
appointed in
November 2011

Appointments subject
to public
applications
process?

Yes

D Downey appointed in May
2012

National Archives 100%
Advisory Council
- 12

Paul Rousse
Mary McAuliffe

Both appointments made on
03/02/2012

5 years

Process in
place but no
applications
received
following
advertisement.

Irish Manuscripts Commission – 20
(including
1 ex-officio
vacancy)

James McGuire
(Chair)
Nicholas Canny
David Dickson
David Edwards
Chris Flynn
Greta Jones
James Kelly
Michael Kennedy
Máire Mac Conghail
John McCafferty
Aileen McClintock
Deirdre McMahon
Donal Moore
Thomas O’Connor
Dáibhí Ó Cróinín
Ruan O’Donnell
Mary O’Dowd
Jane Ohlmeye
Fiona Ross

All appointments made
in November
2011

The commission’s
term of
office will
expire on
28/02/2013.

N/A – the
commissioners
were reappointed pro
tem during
the public
service
reform process.

85%
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Total Number of
Board members

% of
board
members
which can
be appointed
by the
Minister

Údarás na
100%
Gaeltachta –
11
(1 vacancy)
*Four of the
appointees
were nominated by local
authorities under the terms
of the relevant
legislation.
The nomination of another
local authority
has yet to be
ratified.

19/02/2013WRRR02950

Board members appointed since March
2011

Date of appointment

Anna Ní GhallaAll appointchair
ments made
(Chair)
on 20/11/12.
Dairíona Nic Con
Iomaire
Pádraig Ó hAinifín
Fiachra Ó Céilleachair
Eunan Mac Cuinneagáin
Micheál Ó Scanaill
Séamus Cosaí Mac
Gearailt
Seán Ó Cuireán
Seosamh Ó Lao
Ian Mac Aindrú
Cathal Seoighe

Term of Office

Appointments subject
to public
applications
process?

5 years for Yes
all members except
for Micheál
Ó Scanaill and
the Meath
County
Council
nominee,
Cathal
Seoighe,
who were
both appointed for
a two year
term, which
expires on
19/11/14

Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

454. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if it is possible for a person who is in receipt of turf cutting compensation to bequeath that
income to another person in the event of their death before the full term of compensation is
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8185/13]
19/02/2013WRRR03000

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Under the
cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, applicants will enter into a legal agreement with
me, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. A provision has been included in the legal
agreement which provides that the agreement is assignable on the death of the applicant by way
of will or rules on intestacy.
19/02/2013WRRR03100

19/02/2013WRRR03150

Shooting Rights

455. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if a club (details supplied) in County Mayo can obtain maps of the areas which are included in
the shooting rights that it has leased for the past 32 years; if he will provide maps of the actual
rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8216/13]
19/02/2013WRRR03200

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Department does not hold maps in relation to the legal title of shooting rights which are vested in the
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
19/02/2013WRRR03300
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Departmental Bodies
456. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
further to Parliamentary Question No. 110 of 7 February 2013, if any of the board members
of the four bodies under the aegis of his Department gift their annual fee back to the State.
[8272/13]
19/02/2013WRRR03400

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The term of
the Irish Film Board ended on 16 January 2013 and the new board, when constituted, will operate pro bono.
19/02/2013WRRR03500

With regard to the other three boards referred to by the Deputy, I am advised that, to date,
three members have decided to gift their fees back to the State.
Question No. 457 answered with Question No. 450.

19/02/2013WRRR03650

Fisheries Protection

458. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources the way he plans to increase the number of wild salmon available for high value
angling in lakes and rivers; his views on whether netting in rivers is a problem in this regard.
[8061/13]
19/02/2013WRRR03700

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that over
the past number of years Ireland has been at the forefront of efforts to conserve and protect
salmon, which also ensures the continued availability of salmon stock for economic exploitation. Actions have included the closure of the mixed stock drift net fishery, the closure of individual rivers and catchments to exploitation where salmon production is shown to have fallen
below their conservation limit, together with a significant investment programme in salmon
habitat restoration. It is my intention that the continued focus on conservation based management and investment in habitat restoration will help to restore salmon stocks to their historic
levels.
19/02/2013WRRR03800

Since 2007 Ireland has managed salmon stocks on an individual river-by-river basis, with
exploitation of salmon only permitted where salmon in that catchment are above their conservation limit. In a situation where a catchment has a surplus of salmon available for exploitation,
the available surplus may be allocated between the commercial fishery and recreational anglers,
based on the analysis of local stakeholders and the decision of local management following
recommendations from the local Fishery District Committee.
As rivers with surpluses have been identified on an individual river basis by the Standing
Scientific Committee for Salmon, following careful analysis of a wide range of data, I am confident that draft netting of part of the surplus of salmon for a particular river does not pose a
problem to the sustainability of the stock.
Ministerial Appointments
459. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources the details of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks
19/02/2013WRRR03900
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and the judiciary. [8115/13]
460. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources the details of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies,
commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the
State owned banks and judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8133/13]
19/02/2013WRRR04000

461. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all
State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office
including the State owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications
process. [8151/13]
19/02/2013WRRR04100

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 459 to 461, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRRR04150

I wish to advise the Deputy that for the past two years I have, on the Department’s website,
invited Expressions of Interest from persons wishing to be considered for appointment to vacancies on State Boards under the aegis of my Department. In both years, this information has
been used to inform decisions for appointments to State Boards. I have recently advertised on
the website of my Department for persons interested in such appointments during 2013.
In the case of public bodies established by Statute, the maximum, and sometimes minimum,
number of persons that may be appointed to the Board is generally set out in the relevant legislation. The table below details all the positions on State Boards under the aegis of my Department which have been filled since 9th March 2011. All of the appointments have been made in
light of the objectives of the organisation and on the basis of appointees having the necessary
competencies, expertise and experience to contribute effectively to the work of the particular
boards, whilst also taking into consideration the legislative requirements where applicable.
Appointments to State owned banks and the judiciary do not come under the remit of my
Department.
Body
An Post

Appointee
Mr Donal Connell CEO (ex
officio)
Mr James Wrynn
Mr Paul Henry
Mr Noel Adamson (worker
director)
Mr Patrick Compton (worker director reappointed)
Mr Thomas Devlin (worker
director reappointed)
Mr William Mooney (worker director)
Ms Martina O’Connell
(worker director)
Mr William Scally
Ms Lorraine Tormey
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Date Appointed
14/08/2011
15/09/2011
15/09/2011
01/11/2012
01/11/2012
01/11/2012
01/11/2012
01/11/2012
11/12/2012
01/01/2013
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Body
Bord na Móna

Appointee
Ms Denise Cronin
Mr. John Horgan (Chairperson)
Mr Gerard O’Donoghue
Ms Elaine Treacy
Mr Barry Walsh

Date Appointed
15/09/2011
24/04/2012 (as a Director)
27/09/2012 (as Chairperson)
02/10/2012
17/07/2012
16/10/2012

Bord Gais Eireann

Mr Finbarr Kennelly

11/12/2012

EirGrid

Dr Gary Healy
Ms Regina Moran
Mr Liam O’Halloran
Ms Bride Rosney
Ms Doireann Barry

15/09/2011
15/09/2011
15/09/2011
15/09/2011
22/12/2011

ESB

Mr Lochlann Quinn (Chairman – reappointed)
Mr Pat O’Doherty (CEO ex
officio)
Ms Noreen Wright
Mr Seamus Mallon (reappointed)
Ms Anne Butler

21/01/2013

Mr Sean Fitzgerald (reappointed)
Mr Vincent Caffrey (reappointed)
Ms Aoife MacEvilly (reappointed)
Mr Aidan Donnelly – Chairperson (reappointed)

01/06/2011

National Oil Reserves
Agency (NORA)

Ms Aoife MacEvilly
Mr Pat Meehan CEO
(ex officio) (reappointed)

11/04/2011
01/01/2013

TG4

Mr. Micheál Seoighe
Ms. Mairéad Ní Cheoinín
Mr. Joe Connolly
Mr. Des Geraghty
Ms. Andréa Ní Éalaithe
Ms Mairead Nic Suibhne
Ms. Michelle Ní Chróinín
Siún Ní Raghallaigh
(Chairperson)

17/04/2012
17/04/2012
17/04/2012
17/04/2012
17/04/2012
17/04/2012
17/04/2012
17/04/2012

Irish National Petroleum
Corporation (INPC)
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09/01/2013
28/06/2011
03/05/2011
13/11/2012

01/06/2011
18/07/2012
18/07/2012
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Body
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI)

Appointee
Ms Julie O’Neill
Mr. Edgar Morgenroth
Mr. Michael Conlon
Ms. Anne Farrell
Mr. Declan Waugh
Ms. Michelle Green
Mr. Brian Carroll (reappointed)
Mr. Brendan Halligan (reappointed) (Chairperson)
Dr Brian Motherway CEO
(ex officio)

Digital Hub Development Mr. Paul Holden
Agency (DHDA)
Mr. Seamus Ratigan
Mr Leonard Donnelly
(Chairperson - reappointed)
Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi)

The Mining Board

Date Appointed
15/09/2011
24/04/2012
15/09/2011 (but resigned
on 21/08/2012)
24/04/2012
29/05/2012
29/05/2012
26/06/2012
01/10/2012
01/05/2012

29/05/2012
29/05/2012
24/11/12012

Mr. Ronan O’Reilly (Chairperson) 22/05/2012
Ms. Anne Butler
22/05/2012 (but resigned on
Mr. Robin Simpson
25/10/2012)
Dr. Enda Howley
22/05/2012
Dr. Denis Kelliher
22/05/2012
Ms. Marion Coy
22/05/2012
Mr. Justin Gleeson
22/05/2012
Ms Sandra Ryan
22/05/2012
Mr. Padraic Jordan
22/05/2012
Mr. Oliver Hickey
22/05/2012
Mr Noel Ward
19/06/2012
21/12/2012
Mr Michael Neary (reappointed)
17/11/2011

19/02/2013WRS00025

Electricity Generation

19/02/2013WRS00062

462. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources in view of the recent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with the
British Government for the support of electricity generated by wind energy from the State, the
plans in place to attract wind turbine manufacturing companies to Ireland to set up new operations; the progress that has been made regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8214/13]
19/02/2013WRS00100

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
The Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation that UK Secretary of State for
Energy and Climate Change, Edward Davey, and I signed on 24 January will result in completion of consideration of how Irish renewable energy resources, onshore and offshore, might
be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the United Kingdom. This will determine
whether it is beneficial for both countries to enter into an Inter-Governmental Agreement under
the Renewable Energy Directive to provide for renewable energy trading.
19/02/2013WRS00200
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If an Inter-Governmental Agreement is entered into, there are potential significant employment opportunities. As an example, employment creation arising from a 3,000 MW project
would be expected to be in the order of 3,000 to 6,000 job years in the construction phase, with
the actual number dependent on the construction schedule to 2020. There would also be additional jobs created in the ongoing maintenance of turbines over a 20-year operating life. Further
employment opportunities could arise if turbines or components were to be manufactured in
Ireland. Policy certainly is important in that regard. Additionally, all relevant State agencies,
particularly in the enterprise area, would have to coordinate their activities early in the process
to ensure employment potential of export projects is maximised. This opportunity has already
been identified by the IDA and Enterprise Ireland in their clean technology growth strategies.
Exploration Licences Approvals

19/02/2013WRS00250

463. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources the moneys that have been received to date for each year since 2010, 2011,
2012 from each of the companies that took up an onshore licensing option, with reference to
applications made under sections 10 and 11 of the Onshore Petroleum Licensing Notice over
the northwest carboniferous basin and the Clare basin; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8298/13]
19/02/2013WRS00300

464. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will provide an itemised breakdown of payments received from each company
for their onshore licensing option; including, dates and amounts of application fees paid for
each onshore licensing option; if he will provide further the annual rental fees paid for the areas covered by each onshore licensing option, including a statement and map reference for the
designated areas in square kilometres for each option. [8299/13]
19/02/2013WRS00400

465. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will provide an itemised breakdown of payments for each company for their petroleum prospecting licence, if any granted, in respect of each onshore licensing option, including dates and amounts of application fees paid for each petroleum prospecting licence required
by the conditions of the onshore licensing options and dates and amounts of annual rental fees
paid for each petroleum prospecting licence. [8300/13]
19/02/2013WRS00500

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 463 to 465, inclusive,
together.
19/02/2013WRS00600

The information sought by the Deputy is set out in the table hereunder, all fees and rentals due have been paid in full. While applications for petroleum prospecting licences were
submitted by the companies no such authorisations were granted due to the nature of the work
programmes proposed. Maps showing the areas granted to the companies can be viewed at the
following link:
http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/Natural/Petroleum+Affairs+Division/NW+Carboniferous+and+Cl
are+Basins/
Company
Area
Licensing Option
Application Fee

Enegi
496.83km²
€1,520 (paid 17 June
2010)
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LANGCO
466.50km²
€1,520 (paid 17 June
2010)

Tamboran
986.45km²
€1,520 (paid 17 June
2010)
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Company
1st Year Rental
2nd Year Rental
Prospecting Licence
Application fee
Total

Enegi
€14,370 (paid
28/5/2012)
€14,370 (paid
11/12/2012)
€1,520 (paid
15/6/2011)
€31,780

LANGCO
€13,528 (paid
13/4/2011)
€13,528 (paid
26/7/2012)
€1,520 (paid
13/6/2011)
€30,096

Tamboran
€28,594 (paid
19/5/2011)
€28,594 (paid
15/5/2012)
€1,520 (paid
8/7/2011)
€60,228

Broadband Services Provision

19/02/2013WRS00650

466. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will report on the Irish fibre-to-the-building broadband sector; his views
on whether there is sufficient choice available for Irish broadband users in the MDU sector; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8319/13]
19/02/2013WRS00700

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Approximately €1 billion is being invested in Ireland by existing companies in fibre infrastructure which will deliver broadband speeds of 30 Mbps to 150 Mbps bits per second to most
homes and businesses. This investment will provide significant choice to the consumer. While
fibre to the home (FTTH) is currently not widely available to homes and multi-dwelling units
(MDUs) in Ireland, broadband networks, which are serviced by fibre, are increasingly providing high speed services to the home:
19/02/2013WRS00800

- Eircom is currently investing up to €500 million in a phased deployment of fibre to the
cabinet infrastructure, which is planned to make high-speed broadband available to 1.15 million
premises by December 2014. The network has already reached more than 200,000 premises
and is expected to be launched in 2013,
- UPC is investing €500 million its cable and fibre network, which is delivering speeds of up
to 150 Mbps to homes and MDUs. UPC Aims to have this service available to 700,000 homes
by 2015.
- BT is trialling Fibre to the Cabinet technologies that will deliver broadband at up to 80
Mbps. BT provides this infrastructure to Vodafone and Sky.
- Mobile telecommunications operators will be rolling out advanced mobile broadband
products in 2013, following the recent multi-band spectrum auction with the explosion in the
use of smart phones and tablet devices, the use of advanced mobile broadband is of increasing
significance and it is expected that fibre connections will be required to service many of the
base stations that transmit mobile signals.
Many of these developments were signaled in the Government’s National Broadband Plan,
which I published in August last. The commercial market operators indicated that they expect
to provide 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015. The Government
is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market. My Department is making preparations to
commence a formal national mapping exercise to identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years. This will inform
the level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas that need to be targeted
for a State-led investment. It will also form a critical input to an EU State Aid application in
respect of any State-led intervention.
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Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increasing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all
citizens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society. In this context, the
Government is committed to the delivery of the speeds referred to in the Plan, to ensure that all
parts of Ireland will have at least 30 Mbps connectivity.
Broadband Services Provision

19/02/2013WRS00850

467. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources if Eircom have plans to upgrade an exchange located in Cloghan
County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8344/13]
19/02/2013WRS00900

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Decisions by private operators relating to investment in infrastructure to provide broadband
services, includinging the upgrading of an exchange, are taken purely on commercial grounds,
having regard to the cost of service provision and the anticipated revenue returns from any such
investment. The Deputy will appreciate therefore, that I do not have a statutory authority to
direct commercial companies in this regard.
19/02/2013WRS01000

Telecommunications Services Provision

19/02/2013WRS01050

468. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources his views on a submission regarding telephone rental (details supplied) the actions
planned as a result of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8509/13]
19/02/2013WRS01100

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
In June 2012 the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) extended until June
2014, a universal service obligation (USO) addressed to Eircom, which among other things,
requires that line rental for basic fixed line telephone services is available to end users at a
standard geographically averaged price across the country. There are no proposals to amend
this obligation. Moreover, following public comments suggesting that Eircom had made an
application to ComReg to reduce the line rental charge to retail customers in cities and towns
which, if granted, would result in a two-tier line rental charging structure contrary to its USO,
Eircom contacted my Department to confirm it fully respects its obligation to operate a standard
geographically averaged retail line rental charge and that it has made no contrary submission
to ComReg.
19/02/2013WRS01200

Radio Spectrum Management

19/02/2013WRS01250

469. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources the amount of moneys raised by last November’s multi-band spectrum auction
that have been paid into the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8512/13]
19/02/2013WRS01300

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
The management of the radio spectrum is a statutory function of the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) under the Communications Regulation Act, 2002 as amended.
ComReg recently announced the winning bidders of its Multi-band Spectrum Auction for the
800, 900 and 1800 MHz bands. I can confirm that ComReg transferred the amount of €450M,
in respect of upfront fees accruing from its Multi-band Spectrum Auction, to the Exchequer on
19/02/2013WRS01400
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Friday, 14 December 2012. The remainder of the fees will be paid on an annual basis over the
duration of the terms of the licences.
Renewable Energy Generation Issues

19/02/2013WRS01450

470. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources the measures which will be promoted during the Irish Presidency of the European
Union to encourage positive discrimination towards renewable energy as the favoured means of
energy production with the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8590/13]
19/02/2013WRS01500

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
There are a number of important files to be progressed by the Irish Presidency in relation to the
promotion of renewable energy. The Council conclusions on last year’s Commission renewable energy communication invited the Commission to present non-binding guidance to further
improve national support schemes in order to achieve further cost reduction and market integration, as well as separate guidance on the implementation of the cooperation mechanisms provided for in the Renewable Energy Directive. The Commission is expected to publish its report
in May and the Irish Presidency will facilitate discussions on it. The Energy Council in June
will deliver Council conclusions on the Internal Energy Market Communication. This communication sets out actions to drive towards the achievement of the internal market for energy.
The aim of achieving this internal market is to benefit customers, promote competition, achieve
sustainability of supply and to decarbonise the electricity industry through increased renewable
energy penetration and the improvement of infrastructure.
19/02/2013WRS01600

Another area to be progressed during the Presidency is the revision of the Energy Tax Directive in order to promote energy efficiency and use of more environmentally friendly energy
sources including renewable sources.
The Irish Presidency is also progressing discussions on the proposal to amend the Renewable Energy Directive and the Fuel Quality Directive to take into account the indirect land use
change impacts of biofuels. These proposals include measures which would incentivise the
production and use of next generation biofuels. There will be orientation debates at the February Energy Council and March Environment Council and it is the Presidency’s aim to produce
a Progress Report for both Councils in June. Finally, last month the Commission published
a draft Directive on the Deployment of Alternative Fuels Infrastructure. The aim of this proposed directive is to reduce dependency on oil throughout the EU by ensuring that adequate
infrastructure is available in Member States both for the supply of alternative fuels such as
compressed natural gas, hydrogen and biofuels and for the charging of Electric Vehicles. The
Commission will present on its proposal at the Transport Council on 11 March and there will be
a first exchange of views by Member States.
Broadband Services Provision

19/02/2013WRS01650

471. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources if the cut of €7 billion from the €9.2 billion earmarked by the EU to meet the
digital agenda goals of 100Mbps for half of Europe will have any impact on the Government’s
national broadband plan, especially in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8632/13]
19/02/2013WRS01700

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
On 8 February the European Council reached an agreement on the EU Budget Multiannual
19/02/2013WRS01800
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Financial Framework 2014-20. The Regulation will now be the subject of agreement by the
Council and requires the consent of the European Parliament before it is adopted. While the
proposed cut to the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is regrettable, I do not anticipate that
there will be any significant impact on Ireland’s ambitious plans, as set out last year in the
Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP). The plan aims to ensure that all premises in
the country, irrespective of location, will have access to high-speed broadband in line with the
targets set by the EU in the Digital Agenda for Europe. It did not specifically envisage support
from the CEF, which is targeted at enhancing the case for commercial investment.
As the NBP outlines, most of the investment in broadband roll-out is expected to come from
the private sector and there is strong evidence of this investment now taking place. For example, both UPC and eircom have ongoing ambitious capital investment plans and the mobile
operators in the Irish market recently made very significant investments in acquiring newly-released spectrum which was auctioned by ComReg and will be used to roll out advanced mobile
broadband services. The State will only intervene in those parts of the country which are not
deemed commercially viable for commercial investment. My Department has recently advertised for technical, economic and financial assistance to identify this market gap and design an
appropriate procurement process, in line with the ambition as expressed in the NBP.
Exploration Licences Approvals

19/02/2013WRS01850

472. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources when the Environmental Protection Agency’s final report on fracking will
be published; if he will entertain applications for exploratory licences in advance of the report’s
publication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8643/13]
19/02/2013WRS01900

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I have made it clear on a number of occasions that any
application for an exploration licence that proposed the use of hydraulic fracturing as part of
an unconventional gas exploration programme would be subject to a full environmental impact
assessment. An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) entails consideration of the potential
impacts of a project on population, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets,
including the architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the above factors. Under the EIA Directive, it is not possible to permit a project unless it
can be determined following assessment that it would not have an unacceptable environmental
or social impact. In this context, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has commenced
a process to issue a public call inviting interested parties to tender for the offer of funding from
both the EPA Strive Programme and my Department to conduct detailed research on the use
of Unconventional Gas Exploration and Extraction in Ireland, in particular with regard to the
use of hydraulic fracturing (fracking) technology. The study follows on from the preliminary
research into the environmental aspects of shale gas extraction, conducted by the University of
Aberdeen, which was published by the EPA in May 2012.
19/02/2013WRS02000

The proposed terms of reference for this study have been developed and are currently the
subject of a Public Consultation Process which was launched on 11 January 2013. Interested
parties have been invited to submit written comments by 8 March 2013. Further details are
available from the EPA website (www.epa.ie). The final results of this study are expected in
early 2015. As I have confirmed to the House on a number of previous occasions, no decision
will be made on any proposal for the use of hydraulic fracturing in exploration drilling in Ireland until there has been time to consider the outcome of this further EPA research.
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19/02/2013WRS02050

473. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources if, with regard to the delivery of the national broadband plan, his Department
has completed its engagement with the commercial service providers to identify those parts of
the country which the commercial market will serve; if not, when he expects such engagement
to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8715/13]
19/02/2013WRS02100

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan which I published in August last, the
commercial market operators indicated that they expect to provide 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015. The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas. The Government is
committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed services are not commercially
viable and will not be provided by the market. My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to identify where the market is expected to succeed
and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years. This will inform the
level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas that need to be targeted for a
State-led investment. It will also form a critical input to an EU State Aid application in respect
of any State-led intervention.
19/02/2013WRS02200

In an important milestone towards delivery of the commitments in the Plan, the Government
recently launched a tender for experts to assist in the design, planning and procurement of the
State-led investment. Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be on-going throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement
process in 2014. Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increasing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring
that all citizens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society. I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds referred to in the Plan,
to ensure that all parts of Ireland will have at least 30 Mbps connectivity.
Energy Prices

19/02/2013WRS02250

474. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if his attention has been drawn to a request by Bord Gais Networks to the Commission for Energy Regulation for an increase in tariffs; his plans to resist such a proposal bearing
in mind the fragile nature of the domestic and non domestic market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8731/13]
19/02/2013WRS02300

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Responsibility for the regulation of the gas market, including the setting of certain gas tariffs,
is a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) which is an independent statutory
body. Network costs are reviewed every five years and used to establish maximum allowed revenues for BGÉ’s transmission and distribution activities for a given year of the five-year period.
The allowed revenues are used to determine the network tariff for each year. In August 2012,
the CER published a Decision Paper on gas transmission revenue and tariffs for the period October 2012 to September 2013. This Decision has resulted in increases in the transmission tariff
paid by shippers. These increases were based on the forecast bookings for capacity submitted
in April 2012 by Bord Gáis Networks (BGN), based on demand estimates. Since then there has
been a persistent decline in primary capacity bookings on the gas transmission system. This,
in turn, puts further upward pressure on unit tariffs required to remunerate investments in the
19/02/2013WRS02400
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system. In November 2012, the CER published its decision on the 5 Year Gas Networks Tariff
Review (PC3) which set the revenues BGN is allowed over the period. The decision took account of the emerging significant reductions in forecast primary bookings supplied by BGN.
These forecasts indicated a fall of approximately 18% in bookings from BGN’s original forecast for the five year period of the review.
The CER is currently undertaking an interim review of BGN Allowed Revenues and gas
transmission tariffs for 2012/2013, as determined in the August 2012 decision. A consultation
is currently under way and will close on 22 February. The review involves detailed assessment
of BGN’s own recent proposals, followed by a consultation on the CER’s proposed decision
which envisages a 13.2% increase in the transmission tariff with effect from April 2013. While
some increase in the transmission tariff charged by BGN to shippers with effect from April
2013 may be unavoidable, it is not anticipated at this stage that there will be an increase in
the regulated retail tariff to end customers from April. The CER will also be consulting on a
number of other means of addressing the decline in the primary bookings on the transmission
system which has persisted and indeed grown in recent times.

19/02/2013WRS02450

Energy Conservation

475. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will outline the details of the voluntary agreements between the Sustainable
Energy Authority of Ireland and nine energy suppliers, announced in March 2012 relating to
energy saving targets for energy suppliers; his views on whether enough is being done by the
energy suppliers to tackle energy reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8782/13]
19/02/2013WRS02500

476. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will outline by individual energy supplier, the specific energy reduction targets
achieved per quarter to date, under the energy saving targets for energy suppliers scheme; his
views on whether the overall targets will be achieved by the end of the three year cycle in 2013;
the penalties that will apply per energy supplier if the targets are not met based on current targets achieved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8783/13]
19/02/2013WRS02600

477. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will outline by individual energy supplier, the specific energy reduction targets
achieved solely in the residential sector per quarter to date under the energy saving targets for
energy suppliers scheme; his views on whether the overall targets will be achieved by the end of
the three year cycle in 2013; the penalties that will apply per energy supplier, based on current
targets achieved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8784/13]
19/02/2013WRS02700

478. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources in view of the ending of grants from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland,
if he has met with the energy suppliers, to discuss legally binding targets for energy reduction
measures for the residential sector; his views on the progress from the energy suppliers in this
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8785/13]
19/02/2013WRS02800

479. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will provide an update on the better energy programme, specifically with regard
to formal targets on energy suppliers to reduce their customer’s household emissions; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8786/13]
19/02/2013WRS02900

19/02/2013WRS03000

480. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
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Resources if he will outline in tabular form the approved Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland measures for residential properties to help achieve Ireland’s carbon reduction targets; if he
will include, in tabular form, the cost per kWh for energy suppliers to achieve his targets, using
the following measures, solar panels, external wall insulation, internal wall insulation, heating
control upgrade, roof insulation, cavity wall insulation, remote control heating; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8787/13]
481. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the date on which he proposes to introduce legislation that requires energy suppliers
to offer homeowners energy saving products as part of European Union targets; if the legislation will contain penalties for failure to comply with this; what those penalties will be; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8788/13]
19/02/2013WRS03100

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 475 to 481, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRS03162

The Better Energy programme is Ireland’s national energy efficiency upgrade programme,
for which specific targets for energy savings are set out in the National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP).
The NEEAP emphasises the role of market actors in facilitating the delivery of energy savings, with the introduction of energy saving targets for energy suppliers a key measure underpinning the delivery of the 2020 energy saving target. It is unlikely that Ireland’s 2020 energy
and climate change targets can be met through the provision of state incentives alone. A move
to a market-based programme is a logical step in mainstreaming energy efficiency within the
energy supply sector in line with EU ambitions.
Energy suppliers have the option of either signing a voluntary energy savings agreement
with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) or being subject to a statutory Energy
Efficiency Notice issued under the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2012.
The following 16 energy supply companies have signed voluntary energy savings agreements in lieu of an Energy Efficiency Notice for the period 2011-2013:
-

Airtricity

-

Bord Gáis Energy

-

Bord na Móna

-

Energia

-

Electric Ireland

-

VAYU

- Irish Petroleum Industry Association (includes ConocoPhillips, ESSO, Inver, Maxol,
Valero, Tedcastles, Topaz)
-

Calor

-

Arigna Fuels

-

Stafford Fuels.

Energy suppliers that have signed voluntary agreements with the SEAI are known as Participating Energy Suppliers (PES). These companies account for over 90% of the overall Energy
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Supplier Target that needs to be achieved by the end of 2013. The SEAI is in the process of
finalising the 2013 Annual Plans from these companies. The Department and the SEAI are also
in discussions with a small number of additional energy suppliers who have not yet finalised
voluntary agreements.
A three year programme target of 2,000GWh was set for the period 2011-2013; to be
achieved by a combination of energy supplier-led initiatives and SEAI programme activity.
The target for 2011 was 500GWh, which was met (533GWh were delivered). The combined
target for 2012 and 2013 is 750GWh.
It is not possible to provide the specific energy savings achieved by individual energy suppliers, as targets are based on commercially sensitive energy sales data, provided to the SEAI
for analysis on a confidential basis. Table 1 provides a breakdown of energy savings, as opposed to CO2 savings, achieved by sector on an annual basis for all savings achieved; Table 2
provides a breakdown of energy savings achieved by sector for savings achieved in the residential sector. Projects from 2009-2011 were bundled into one group as energy suppliers were
permitted to report historic savings and count these against the 2011 target.
The energy credits available for each measure in residential properties is outlined at Table 3.
It is not possible at this time to provide a cost per kWh for energy suppliers to achieve their
target, as this will vary depending on the delivery method and the sector. However, the Department and the SEAI are engaged in an economic analysis of the programme at present.
Information supplied by the SEAI shows that 81% of the target for 2011 and 2012 was
achieved by the end of 2012. While this is a positive start, and indicative of a start-up period
during which energy suppliers had to set up internal systems, there will need to be a substantial
increase in engagement from energy suppliers in 2013 in order to achieve the necessary energy
savings targets.
Legislation is already in place requiring energy suppliers to offer homeowners energy saving products. Where a Participating Energy Supplier is not complying or is not likely to comply
with the terms of a voluntary agreement, the Minister may revoke his approval of a voluntary
agreement and issue an energy efficiency notice under Section 11 of the Energy (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 2012. In this case, or in cases where a voluntary agreement between an energy
supplier and the SEAI is not in place, the provisions of Section 11 (2) allow the Minister to
require the energy supplier to take appropriate steps to address the deficiency.
Failure to comply satisfactorily with an energy efficiency notice may result in the Minister
issuing a direction under Section 11 (7), specifying the remedial action the energy supplier
should take and the timeframe this should be completed in. In the event of continued non-compliance following a direction, the Minister may apply to the High Court for an order directing
the energy supplier to comply with the direction.
The publication of the Energy Efficiency Directive in November 2012 provides for Member
States to establish Energy Supplier Obligation Schemes. This is a standing item for discussion with energy suppliers at the quarterly governance meeting chaired by my Department.
Decisions on a replacement for the existing programme, including mandatory targets, will be
informed by the economic analysis currently being undertaken, performance of the energy suppliers and the distance to target that remains to be delivered at the end of 2013. I expect to be
in a position to communicate my decision regarding the replacement programme later this year.
Table 1 - Energy savings achieved by sector
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Industry Sector*
2011 (GWh)
2012 (GWh)
Total (GWh)
Electricity
96.43
55.67
152.09
Gas
53.07
25.52
78.59
Oil
13.15
50.02
63.17
Solid Fuel
27.2
49.56
76.76
Total
189.85
180.77
370.62
*As industry is split into sectors depending on their majority business, a company which
sells 60% electricity and 40% gas is recorded as electricity.
Table 2 – Domestic and non-domestic energy savings
Domestic
Electricity
Gas
Oil
Solid Fuel
Non-Domestic
Electricity
Gas
Oil
Solid Fuel
Total

2011 (GWh)
28
4.35
21.66
1.99
161.84
92.08
31.41
13.15
25.2
189.84

2012 (GWh)
32.89
7.67
0.13
24.6
0.48
147.88
47.99
25.39
25.42
49.07
180.76

Total (GWh)
60.89
12.02
21.79
24.6
2.48
309.71
140.07
56.8
38.57
74.27
370.62

Table 3 – Energy Saving Credits
Measure

External Wall Insulation

Minimum Specification - All measures
installed must meet the minimum specification listed below
Insulation as per TGD L 2008
- On the ceiling to U-Value 0.16 W/m²K
- On the rafter to 0.2 W/m²K
- On flat roofs to 0.22 W/m²K
To U-Value 0.27 W/m²K as per TGDL 2008

Internal Dry Lining Wall Insulation

To U-Value 0.27 W/m²K as per TGDL 2008

Cavity Wall Insulation

To U-Value 0.50 W/m²K

Floor Insulation

To U-Value 0.36 W/m²K

Full Window Replacement (incl doors with
> 60% glazing)
Window glazing envelope
replacement(includes doors with >; 60%
glazing)

To U-Value 1.4 W/m²K

External Door Replacement

To U-Value 1.4 W/m²K

Roof Insulation
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Measure

Minimum Specification - All measures
installed must meet the minimum specification listed below
High Efficiency Gas or Oil fired Boiler with 90%+ Boiler gross seasonal efficiency as
Fully integrated Heating Controls Upgrade per HARP database, full zone control on
space and water heating, with at least 2
zones for space heating as recommended in
TGD L 2008 and 80mm hot water cylinder
insulating jacket
High Efficiency Gas or Oil fired Boiler with 90%+ Boiler gross seasonal efficiency as
Fully integrated Heating Controls Upgrade per HARP database, full zone control on
with remote access
space and water heating, with at least 2
zones for space heating as recommended
in TGD L 2008 and 80mm hot water cylinder insulating jacket. Programmer to have
capacity to adjust heating schedule remotely
via Web or SMS
Fully integrated Heating Controls Upgrade Full zone control on space and water heating, with at least 2 zones for space heating
as recommended in TGD L 2008
Fully integrated Heating Controls Upgrade
with remote access

Full zone control on space and water heating, with at least 2 zones for space heating
as recommended in TGD L 2008. Programmer to have capacity to adjust heating
schedule remotely via Web or SMS
High Efficiency Gas or Oil fired Boiler with 90%+ Boiler gross seasonal efficiency as
Entry Level Heating Controls Upgrade
per HARP database, 24hr/7day programmer
and room thermostat
High Efficiency Gas or Oil fired Boiler with 90%+ Boiler gross seasonal efficiency as
remote access Entry Level Heating Controls per HARP database, 24hr/7day programmer
Upgrade
and room thermostatProgrammer to have
capacity to adjust heating schedule remotely
via Web or SMS
Entry Level Heating Controls Upgrade only 24 hour 7 day programmer & room thermostat
Entry Level Heating Controls Upgrade only 24 hour 7 day programmer & room thermowith remote access
statProgrammer to have capacity to adjust
heating schedule remotely via Web or SMS
Solid Fuel Room Heater (without back boil- 65%+ gross seasonal efficiency
ers)
Solar Water Heating Installation

Sized and installed in accordance with SR
50-2

331

Questions - Written Answers

Measure

Minimum Specification - All measures
installed must meet the minimum specification listed below
Mechanically-assisted powered cleanse and - Boiler Service to Manufactures instrucflush (powerflushing) of system
tions / SEAI checklist
- Mechanically-assisted powered cleanse
and flush (powerflushing) of system to BS
7593
Mechanically-assisted powered cleanse and -Boiler Service to Manufactures instructions
flush (powerflushing) of system and Instal- / SEAI checklist
lation of magnetic filtration system to existing heating system
-Mechanically-assisted powered cleanse and
flush (powerflushing) to BS 7593 before
installation Magnetic filtration
-Installation of magnetic filtration to existing heating system to SR 50-1 Code of
Practice for building services –Part 1: Domestic plumbing and heating
Permanent mechanically fixed Chimney
draught limiterProduct to conform to BS
1251 and BS 3376
To Manufactures instructions / SEAI checklist
To Manufactures instructions / SEAI checklist
To Manufactures instructions / SEAI checklist
Per set of tungsten lights replaced (5 no.
CFLs per set)
Per set of tungsten lights replaced (5 no.
LEDs per set)
BER to be completed after efficiency measures have been implemented

Chimney draught limiter
Oil Boiler Service
LPG Boiler service
Natural Gas Boiler service
CFL
LED
After BER

Telecommunications Services Provision
482. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources his views on correspondence regarding fixed line charges; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8798/13]
19/02/2013WRS03300

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Telecommunications services providers operate in a fully liberalised market. Neither I nor the
Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), the market regulator, has statutory
authority to impose regulated maximum retail price limits on service providers operating in a
competitive market. ComReg does have statutory authority to impose a universal service obligation (USO) on one or more service providers to ensure all reasonable requests for a basic set
of telecommunications service are available at fixed locations throughout the State. The current
USO, which is addressed to Eircom, limits the amount by which telephone line charges can be
19/02/2013WRS03400
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increased to the annual change in the consumer price index and includes the operation of a low
usage scheme “eircom vulnerable user scheme”, which can benefit users who have consistently
low usage charges, currently less than €17.21 per month.
Broadband Services Provision

19/02/2013WRT00150

483. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources when internet and high speed broadband will be available in all areas in County
Laois; the minimum quality of service that will apply; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8826/13]
19/02/2013WRT00200

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been liberalised since 1999 and since then has developed into a well-regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing
services over a diverse range of technology platforms. Details of broadband services available
on a County-by-County basis can be found on the website of the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) at www.callcosts.ie. The Government has undertaken a number of
initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where operators have been unable to
offer services on a commercial basis.
19/02/2013WRT00300

The State only becomes involved in the provision of services in instances of clear market
failure, such as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS). My Department entered
into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for the delivery of the NBS.
The Scheme offers a basic broadband service, in line with EU State aid clearance, to fixed residences and businesses located within certain designated Electoral Divisions. In County Laois,
NBS services are available within 28 of its 98 Electoral Divisions. Under EU State Aid rules,
the NBS is prohibited from providing a service in served areas where to do so would give rise
to an unacceptable level of market distortion.
The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched in 2011 in recognition of the fact that
despite the widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained individual premises that were unable to receive broadband provision. This Scheme was aimed at
making a basic broadband service available to un-served premises in rural areas, not already
covered by the NBS. Commercial service providers were in a position to offer services to almost all applicants under the Scheme who agreed to engage with them, including applicants
from County Laois.
In addition to consumer services, there is a State-funded Metropolitan Area Network in
Portlaoise. These networks provide high capacity fibre connectivity for businesses and telecoms operators in the region. The combination of private investment and State interventions
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a
basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013, and the focus is now on accelerating the
roll out of high speed services.
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target
date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and businesses as possible. Specifically, it commits to: 70Mbps to 100Mbps available from the commercial
market operators to more than half of the population by 2015, At least 40Mbps, and in many
cases faster speeds, to at least a further 20% and potentially as much as 35% of the population,
and A minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.
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During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015. The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed
services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas. The Government is also committed in the
Plan to investing in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not
be provided by the market.
My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years. This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment. It will also form a
critical input to an EU State Aid application in respect of any State-led intervention. Through
the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increasing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citizens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society. I would reiterate that the Government
remains committed to the delivery of the speeds referred to above, to ensure that all parts of
Ireland, including County Laois, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.
Wind Energy Guidelines

19/02/2013WRT00350

484. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the restrictions that exist in locating wind turbines in areas or habitats in
which red grouse live; the scientific basis for the restrictions; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8049/13]
19/02/2013WRT00400

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Wind Energy Development Guidelines, published by
my Department in 2006, provide advice to planning authorities on the consideration of a range
of factors relating to wind energy through the development plan process. The guidelines are
also intended to ensure a consistency of approach throughout the country in the identification of
suitable locations for wind energy development and the treatment of planning applications for
such developments. This mapping of suitable locations is carried out through the development
plan process which makes very extensive statutory provision for public consultation.
19/02/2013WRT00500

The guidelines state that while the designation of an area for protection of natural or built
heritage or as an amenity does not automatically preclude wind energy development, consideration of any such development in or near these areas must be subject to Ireland’s obligations
under the Habitats Directive, the Birds Directive and the EIA Directive. Clear guidance should
be available in development plans on policy and objectives on the natural and built heritage,
and the information contained therein on location and status should be accurate and up to date.
Library Projects

19/02/2013WRT00550

485. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will sanction the application for funding by Longford County Council in respect of a new library for Granard, County Longford. [8051/13]
19/02/2013WRT00600

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): Under Section 78 of the Local Government Act 2001, the provision of premises and facilities in the public library service is a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library
authority. My Department provides capital funding towards the provision and refurbishment
19/02/2013WRT00700
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of new and existing public libraries. In this regard, in 2008 my Department requested library
authorities to provide details of priorities for library development within their areas.
In its response, Longford County Council ranked Ballymahon branch library as its main
priority, followed by projects at Granard and Edgeworthstown and the provision of a library delivery vehicle. Grant aid of €900,000 was approved and drawn down in respect of the Ballymahon project with the final payment being made in October, 2011. In addition, my Department
provided €80,000 for the purchase and fit out of a library vehicle in 2010. Available funding for
2013 is expected to be fully committed to ongoing library projects.
The library service provides very valuable social, educational and cultural services to communities around the country and my Department will continue to work with local authorities to
ensure that every effort is made to continue the delivery of appropriate services within budgetary constraints.
Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

19/02/2013WRT00750

486. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government when a new tenant purchase scheme will be introduced to enable local authority
tenants purchase their homes and to ensure that any new scheme will not actively discriminate
against persons on social welfare payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8054/13]
19/02/2013WRT00800

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently considering the issues to be
addressed in the General Scheme of the forthcoming Housing Bill that may include, among
other things, proposals for a new scheme for the sale of local authority houses to tenants, based
on the incremental purchase model.
19/02/2013WRT00900

Provisions governing mortgage lending by local authorities are set out under the Housing
(Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009 and associated credit policy. To ensure effective
targeting of resources, loan finance continues to be available to first time buyers only. Income
limits are also in place, distinguishing between single and dual income households and a maximum loan limit is applied. In assessing loan applications local authorities take account of the
household’s ability to finance the loan based on their net household income. While, as a general
rule, the credit policy provides that loans are not available to those in receipt of unemployment/
social welfare benefits, an exception may be made where there is a primary income of a permanent waged/salaried nature, and where the secondary income is from the Department of Social
Protection. In such cases long term social welfare payments can be considered, provided the
long term nature of the payment is confirmed. The final decision on whether to grant/refuse an
applicant lies solely with the relevant local authority. All local authorities must satisfy themselves on the financial risk they are undertaking.
Water Charges Administration

19/02/2013WRT00950

487. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the way he intends to deal with the water metering of multiple units in a block; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8059/13]
19/02/2013WRT01000

495. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the measures he has taken to ensure that the application of water charges to
19/02/2013WRT01100
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those living in apartment blocks reflects their usage of water; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8221/13]
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 487 and 495 together.
19/02/2013WRT01200

The Government considers that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has therefore decided that water meters should be installed in households connected
to public water supplies. Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be established as
an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible for the
domestic water metering programme and for the collection of water charges from households
from 2014.
The Government has also decided to assign responsibility for the economic regulation of the
water sector, including the setting of charges, to the Commission for Energy Regulation. The
primary role of the regulator will be to protect the interests of customers and to ensure a consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them. As the metering programme will
still be underway in 2014, an appropriate approach to charges for both metered and unmetered
properties will need to be put in place before then; this will be the subject of a public consultation process this year as part of the regulatory process.
Ministerial Appointments
488. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the details of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial
bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned
banks and the judiciary. [8118/13]
19/02/2013WRT01300

489. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the details of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including
the State owned banks and judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8136/13]
19/02/2013WRT01400

490. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all
State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office
including the State owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications
process. [8154/13]
19/02/2013WRT01500

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 488 to 490, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRT01600

Up to 31 December 2012, the latest date for which information is available, the position is
as follows:
Agency / Board
An Bord Pleanála
An Bord Pleanála

Name of Appointee (Chair- Date of Appointment
person highlighted)
Dr. Mary Kelly (Chairper29/08/2011
son)
Mr. Conall Boland (Deputy 01/01/2012
Chairperson)
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Agency / Board
An Bord Pleanála
An Bord Pleanála
An Bord Pleanála
An Bord Pleanála
An Bord Pleanála
Building Regulation Advisory Board
Building Regulation Advisory Board
Building Regulation Advisory Board
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Dublin Docklands Development Authority*
Environmental Protection
Agency
Environmental Protection
Agency

Name of Appointee (Chairperson highlighted)
Ms. Mary MacMahon
Mr. Michael Leahy
Mr. Nicholas Mulcahy
Mr. Gabriel Dennison
Mr. Paddy Keogh
Mr. Aidan O’Connor (Departmental representative)
Mr. Paul Kelly

Date of Appointment

Mr. Conor Taaffe

16/06/2011

Dr. Niamh Brennan

01/05/2012

Mr. Niall Coveney

01/05/2012

Mr. Dónall Curtin

01/05/2012

Ms. Yvonne Farrell

01/05/2012

Mr. Mark Griffin (Departmental Representative)
Mr. Brendan Malone

01/05/2012

Ms. Catherine Mullarkey

01/05/2012

Mr. John Tierney (Chairperson)
Mr. Gerry Grimes

01/06/2012

Dr. Philip Matthews

01/06/2012

Ms. Lucy McCaffery

01/06/2012

Mr. Charlie Murphy

01/06/2012

Ms. Imelda Reynolds

01/06/2012

Mr. Michael Stubbs

01/06/2012

Mr. Frank Walsh

01/06/2012

Ms. Laura Burke (Director
General)
Mr. Dara Lynott

08/11/2011
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27/11/2011
14/05/2012
21/05/2012
21/05/2012
21/05/2012
19/04/2011
19/04/2011

01/05/2012

01/06/2012

12/07/2012
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Agency / Board
Environmental Protection
Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Housing Finance Agency
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Irish Water Safety
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency

Name of Appointee (Chair- Date of Appointment
person highlighted)
Mr. Gerard O’Leary
08/05/2012
Dr. Michelle Norris (Chairperson)
Mr. John Hogan (Department of Finance nominee)
Mr. Phillip Nugent (Departmental representative)
Ms. Jackie Maguire (CCMA
Representative)
Mr. Colm Brophy
Mr. Michael Murray
Mr. Padraic Cafferty
Dr. Mary Lee Rhodes
Mr. Jim Miley
Ms. Michelle Murphy Lawless
Mr. Gerry Leahy
Ms. Breda Collins (Chairperson)
Mr. John Considine
Mr. Michael Cuddihy
Mr. Tom Doyle
Mr. Brendan McGrath
Mr. Paul Murphy
Mr. Seamus O’Neill
Mr. Martin O’Sullivan
Ms. Anne Ryan
Ms. Lola O’Sullivan
Mr. Christy McDonagh
Mr. Tim O’Sullivan (Departmental representative)
Mr. Odran Reid
Mr. Rich Howlin (Chairperson)
Mr. Eddie Lewis (Departmental representative)
Ms. Marie McLaughlin (Department of Public Expenditure & Reform Representative)
Mr. Peter Carey County
Manager Laois County
Council
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22/02/2012
22/02/2012
22/02/2012
13/03/2012
13/03/2012
13/03/2012
21/03/2012
21/03/2012
30/04/2012
30/04/2012
30/04/2012
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
21/11/2011
27/06/2012
21/12/2011
21/12/2011
21/12/2011

21/12/2011
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Agency / Board
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Housing and Sustainable
Communities Agency
Local Government Computer Services Board
Local Government Computer Services Board
Local Government Computer Services Board    
Local Government Computer Services Board
Local Government Management Services Board
Local Government Management Services Board
Local Government Management Services Board
Local Government Management Services Board    
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**

Name of Appointee (Chair- Date of Appointment
person highlighted)
Ms. Ann McGuinness
21/12/2011
Mr. Dermot Nolan (Department of Public Expenditure
& Reform Representative)
Mr. John O Connor

21/12/2012

Mr. Donal McManus

21/12/2012

Mr. Michael Layde (Departmental representative)
Mr. Eddie Breen (Chairperson) County Manager
Wexford County Council
Mr. Michael Malone County
Manager Kildare County
Council
Mr. Barry Quinlan (Departmental representative)
Mr. Enda Holland (Department of Public Expenditure
& Reform Representative)
Mr. Eddie Breen (Chairperson) County Manager
Wexford County Council
Mr. Donal Enright (Departmental representative)
Mr. Michael Malone County
Manager Kildare County
Council
Mr. Barry Quinlan (Departmental representative)
Mr. Barry Quinlan (Departmental representative)
Mr. Donal Enright (Departmental representative)
Mr. Paul McDonald (Departmental representative)
Mr. Eddie Breen (Chairperson) County Manager
Wexford County Council
Mr. Peter Carey County
Manager Laois County
Council

01/08/2012
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21/12/2012

01/01/2012
01/11/2011
23/11/2011
22/02/2012
01/01/2012
01/11/2011
01/11/2011
23/11/2011
24/09/2012
24/09/2012
24/09/2012
20/09/2012
20/09/2012
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Agency / Board
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
Local Government Management Agency**
National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
Private Residential Tenancies Board
Private Residential Tenancies Board
Private Residential Tenancies Board
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland
Radiological Protection
Institute Ireland

Name of Appointee (Chairperson highlighted)
Mr. Hubert Kearns County
Manager Sligo County
Council
Mr. Michael Malone County
Manager Kildare County
Council
Mr. Eddie Sheehy County
Manager Wicklow County
Council
Mr. John Tierney City Manager Dublin City Council
Mr. Martin Riordan Cork
County Manager
Mr. Michael Walsh Waterford City manager
Mr. Tom Coughlan County
Manager Clare County
Council
Ms. Colette Spears

Date of Appointment
20/09/2012
20/09/2012
20/09/2012
20/09/2012
18/10/2012
18/10/2012
21/12/2011
26/06/2012

Mr Jim Ganley (Departmen- 31/03/2012
tal representative)
Mr. Tim Ryan

17/02/2012

Ms. Tricia Sheehy Skeffington
Ms. Paula O’Reilly (Departmental representative)
Professor William Reville
(Chairperson)
Dr. Paraic James (public
servant)
Dr. Maurice Fitzgerald
(Dental Council)
Dr. Patricia Cunningham
(public servant)
Mr. John O’Dea

17/02/2012

Ms. Darina Muckian

30/11/2012

Ms. Adi Roche

30/11/2012   

Dr. Patrick Gilligan

30/11/2012

340

22/03/2012
16/01/2012
16/01/2012
19/10/2011
20/02/2012
30/11/2012
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* The board of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority was reappointed from 1 May
2012 and replaced by a new board from 1 June 2012 which will continue in place until 31 December 2013.
** The Local Government Management Agency was established on 1st August 2012 which
replaces the Local Government Computer Services Board and the Local Government Management Services Board.
A notice was placed on my Department’s website on 19 July, 2011 seeking expressions
of interest, from suitably qualified and experienced persons, for consideration as members or
chairpersons of the boards of state bodies under the aegis of my Department. The notice is
updated regularly as specific vacancies arise. Vacancies on the boards of other bodies under
the Department’s aegis will be notified on the website as they arise. However, expressions of
interest can be made at any time and will be kept on file in my Department for consideration as
vacancies occur.
All appointments are made in accordance with the appropriate legislation governing appointments to each body. In considering applications due regard is also had to Government
policy regarding gender balance on State Boards. A number of different statutory processes are
involved in appointments to State boards. In some cases statutory selection procedures must be
followed or nominations must be sought from independent nominating panels before appointments are made by the Government or by the Minister. In a number of situations, only some
appointments to the body concerned are made by the Minister, or appointments are made with
the consent of another Minister.
The Boards of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and An Bord Pleanála are executive in nature and members are employed on a full time salaried basis. Appointments are
made taking into account the requirement of the position and the qualifications, experience and
expertise of the potential candidates. The following members were appointed to the Board of
Pobal, a not-for-profit company under the aegis of my Department, by Government: Mr. Séamus Boland (Chair), Mr. Tommy Maguire, Mr. Liam Keane, Ms. Siobhan McLoughlin , Ms.
Jennifer McHugh, Ms. Mari Hurley, Mr. William Cotter, Mr. Gerald Quain, Cllr. John Kelleher, Ms. Ann Costello. Article 3 of the Articles of Association of Pobal requires the nister to
consider nominations received from a list of stakeholders and the Social Partners defined by
Government in 2005. The list comprises: National Social Partners, Social Partners party to the
Sustaining Progress Agreement; and Stakeholders, Area and Community Partnership, County
Childcare Committees, and County and City Managers Association. A consultation process
was conducted and 22 nominations received from the Stakeholders and the National Social
Partners were considered for purposes of the Government appointments to the vacant positions
on the board.
Capital Assistance Scheme Funding

19/02/2013WRT01650

491. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if there is any funding available from his Department to assist a community group
(details supplied) with the construction of a settlement of eight housing units for elderly persons
to live independently [8173/13]
19/02/2013WRT01700

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme
(CAS), funding of up to 100% of the approved cost is available to Approved Housing Bodies
for the provision of accommodation to meet the needs of persons with specific categories of
19/02/2013WRT01800
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housing need including older people, people with an intellectual, physical or mental health
disability, the homeless, returning emigrants and victims of domestic violence etc. My Department’s involvement with the CAS relates primarily to the provision of funds for individual
projects. The detailed administration of the scheme, including the appraisal of proposals, the
certification that projects comply with the terms and conditions of the funding scheme and the
processing of applications for funding, are the responsibility of the relevant local authority.
Approvals are largely based on the prioritisation afforded to individual proposals by the local
authority in question.
Work is currently underway on preparing the capital allocations under the Social Housing
Investment Programme for 2013, including the CAS measure. As part of this process my Department requested local authorities to submit details of their capital requirements for this year
in respect of all approved projects and programmes. I will review the potential to invite local
authorities to submit new CAS applications in the light of the available finances and the submissions received from local authorities.
Rental Accommodation Scheme Criteria

19/02/2013WRT01850

492. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will have inspectors, independent of local authorities, inspect local
authority houses to investigate the number that are up to the 2008 housing regulations and that
a grant be made available to upgrade all stock; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8176/13]
19/02/2013WRT01900

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, as amended by the
Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009, made under section
18 of the Housing (scellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.
19/02/2013WRT02000

With very limited exemptions these regulations apply to local authority and non-profit approved housing body units as well as private re nt ed accommodation and responsibility for
enforcing the 2008 Regulations rests with the relevant local authority. In discharging their
responsibilities in relation to the rented sector, authorities have been asked to have regard to
the Good Practice Guidelines for Local Authorities on Standards in the Private Rented Sector:
Strategic Planning, Effective Enforcement published by the Centre for Housing Research in
November 2007, which makes a range of recommendations on matters relevant to inspection
procedures such as identifying and targeting inspection requirements. Details of the number of
inspections carried out and the amounts paid to each local authority are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.
In general, local authorities have significantly expanded their inspection activity with the
number of inspections growing from 6,815 in 2005 to 19,820 in 2011. I do not propose to establish an inspection system independent of the local authorities but the quality and the outcomes
of the current inspections regime will continue to be kept under review by my Department.
With regard to the standard of local authority housing stock, under my Department’s Social
Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are allocated funding each year in respect of
a range of measures to improve the standard and overall quality of their social housing stock.
The programme includes a retrofitting measure aimed at improving the energy efficiency of
older apartments and houses by reducing heat loss through the fabric of the building. Over the
past two years, the retrofitting measure focussed on improvement works to vacant houses with
the objective of returning as many as possible of these dwellings to productive use and combat342
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ing dereliction and associated anti-social behaviour. Over that period some €52.5 million was
recouped to local authorities in respect of improvements carried out to 4,774 dwellings.
Septic Tank Grants

19/02/2013WRT02050

493. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government if schools who have registered their septic tank or waste water treatment
plant will receive a grant if their system requires an upgrade; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8186/13]
19/02/2013WRT02100

497. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if a commencement date has been set for the septic tank upgrade grant in view of
the fact that the current situation is causing uncertainty resulting in very few tanks and systems
been sold at this time with a knock on effect on suppliers. [8273/13]
19/02/2013WRT02200

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 493 and 497 together.
19/02/2013WRT02300

The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 requires owners of premises connected to domestic waste water treatment systems to register their systems. The requirement to register
does not apply to schools. If a school’s treatment system has been registered in error, the person
who registered it should apply to the Local Government Management Agency’s central bureau
to have the treatment system removed from the register and the registration fee refunded.
I recently announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide financial assistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment systems are
deemed to require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services (Amendment)
Act 2012. The grant scheme will only apply to treatment systems which are the subject of an
Advisory Notice issued by a water services authority following an inspection carried out under the 2012 Act and based on the EPA’s risk-based inspection plan. Full details of the grants
scheme will be set out in regulations which I will make in advance of inspections commencing
later this year.
Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

19/02/2013WRT02350

494. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will be giving county councils any money this year to purchase homes; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8200/13]
19/02/2013WRT02400

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published
in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute
needs of households applying for social housing support. I am determined to ensure that the
social housing programme is framed in a manner which optimises the delivery of social housing
and the return for the resources invested. To achieve this it is essential that we tailor the use of
available Exchequer supports to prevailing conditions and explore the full range of solutions to
address housing needs.
19/02/2013WRT02500

The social housing capital budget has been reduced from €1.535 billion in 2008 to €332.7m
in 2012, with an anticipated outturn of some €299m for 2013, and the financial parameters
within which we will be operating for the coming years rule out a return to large capital funded
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construction programmes. Nevertheless, the Government is committed to responding more
quickly and on a larger scale to social housing support needs through a variety of mechanisms,
including through increased provision of social housing. In spite of the challenging circumstances within which local authorities have been operating, a tentative out-turn in the order of
4,000 housing units was achieved in 2012. Given the current volatility of the market and different challenges to the channels of supply, it is difficult to estimate the likely output of new units
for social housing this year. However, it is provisionally estimated that in the region of 5,000
units will be provided for social housing in 2013.
Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding
models such as social leasing, but the Government is also committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent new social housing. Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition.
There is also obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective of sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with the commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency
(NAMA). My Department and the Housing Agency are working closely with NAMA with the
aim of ensuring that a significant number of housing units are made available in this way by
NAMA in the current year and beyond.
Question No. 495 answered with Question No. 487.
Merchandising of Coal

19/02/2013WRT02650

496. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide an update on changes in the merchandising of all coals from 1
May 2013; the way these changes will impact on different merchants with different sized turnover and different distribution methodologies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8267/13]
19/02/2013WRT02700

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous fuel (or ‘smoky coal ban’
as it is commonly known) was first introduced in Dublin in 1990 in response to severe episodes
of winter smog that resulted from the widespread use of smoky coal for residential heating.
Air quality monitoring carried out by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) shows that
the ban has proved very effective in reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels in
Dublin and the ban was subsequently extended to other urban areas. The ban currently applies
in twenty cities and towns.
19/02/2013WRT02800

The main legislative provisions that apply inside specified smoky coal ban areas are as
follows: a ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous fuel; requirement to sell
smokeless coal in sealed bags with a printed notice; requirement to maintain a register if storing
bituminous fuel for the purpose of placing on the market or on sale at a separate location outside
the ban area; bituminous fuel can only be transported in minimum quantities of 3 metric tonnes
in Dublin or 1 tonne inside other ban areas; and drivers of vehicles transporting bituminous fuel
must hold a record detailing the type of fuel on board, who supplied it and where it is being
transported to.
On 31 August 2012, following a public consultation process, I gave effect to new consolidating solid fuel regulations, the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution and Burning
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of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012. Some improved and updated provisions were introduced
that will help to ensure that the Regulations remain fit for purpose in safeguarding air quality
by limiting harmful emissions of air pollutants arising from the use of residential fuels. These
are as follows: most existing smoky coal ban area boundaries were revised to take recent urban development into account; seven new towns will be added to the ban from May 2013 Greystones, Letterkenny, Mullingar, Navan, Newbridge, Portlaoise and Wicklow Town; and a
prohibition on the burning of bituminous fuel was provided for, to complement the established
ban on its marketing, sale and distribution.
The Regulations also require that all bituminous coal sold outside smoky coal ban areas
for residential use outside those areas must have a sulphur content of no more than 0.7%. This
consolidates the environmental and related human health benefits achieved by an earlier voluntary agreement with the Solid Fuel Trade Group (SFTG), representing the majority of major
coal importers.
Coal bagging operators and certain solid fuel suppliers trading in bituminous coal must be
registered with the EPA. Those who must register include all fuel wholesalers and distributors
of bituminous coal but only those retailers for whom 50% or more of their total annual sales
proceeds are from bituminous coal. However all retailers who trade in bituminous coal must
ensure that their fuel wholesalers are registered with the EPA and must hold a record to this effect with their supplier’s registration number.
The Regulations continue to be enforced by local authority authorised persons. Authorised
persons may undertake inspections of premises and vehicles being used for the sale and distribution of solid fuel as well as collect samples. A local authority may bring a prosecution under
section 11 of the Air Pollution Act 1987 for breaches of the Regulations. The maximum penalty
for breaches of the Regulations is a fine of €5,000 and/or imprisonment for up to six months on
summary conviction.
Question No. 497 answered with Question No. 493.
Public Sector Staff Recruitment

19/02/2013WRT02950

498. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if there is any recruitment moratorium for fire and emergency services; and if so,
whether it is possible to say at what point that moratorium will be brought to an end. [8280/13]
19/02/2013WRT03000

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The embargo on the filling of posts in the Local Government Service was introduced on
24 March 2009 following a Government Decision to implement savings measures across the
wider public service. My Department received a delegated sanction from the Department of
Finance in August 2009 for implementation of this general moratorium on the filling of public
sector posts across all local authorities.
19/02/2013WRT03100

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each County and City Manager is
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. In this regard, it is a matter for
County and City managers, in the first instance, to ensure that the reduction in staff numbers
is managed so that the appropriate service level is maintained within budgetary and staffing
constraints.
Where vacancies arise, local authorities must consider all options for reorganisation and
reallocation of work to meet requirements. Any exceptions to the moratorium require sanction
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from my Department. All staffing sanction requests are examined on a case by case basis having due regard to the continued delivery of key services and the need further to reduce overall
staffing levels in the local authority sector. My Department works closely with local authorities
to ensure that key posts are filled. In this regard, the majority of the sanctions granted are for
the filling of posts in frontline service areas such as fire and emergency services, water services,
roads maintenance, housing, community and enterprise, and in relation to capital projects. Of
the 585 requests received in respect of Fire and Emergency service posts since 2009, 480 have
been sanctioned, 8 have been withdrawn, 3 have been refused and 94 are pending.
In view of the financial position facing local authorities, and the country as a whole, it is
necessary to continue to focus on achieving the greatest possible savings. In this context, my
Department and local authorities will continue to make every effort to ensure that further efficiencies and savings are attained by the sector while an appropriate level of service to the public
is maintained.
Local Authority Housing Provision

19/02/2013WRT03150

499. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government in view of the Pullen and others versus Dublin City Council section 62 Judgement,
when he intends to bring forward legislation to facilitate local authorities in refusing to house
applicants who are involved in drug dealing and severe anti-social behaviour. [8293/13]
19/02/2013WRT03200

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am not aware of any court judgement that gives rise to
consideration of an amendment of section 14 of the Housing (scellaneous Provisions) Act 1997
, which provides that a housing authority may refuse to allocate, or defer the allocation of, a
dwelling to a person on specified grounds, including that the authority considers that the person
is or has been engaged in anti-social behaviour or that an allocation to that person would not be
in the interest of good estate management. Section 1 of the 1997 Act defines “anti-social behaviour” to include drug dealing and “estate management” to include the avoidance, prevention
or abatement of anti-social behaviour.
19/02/2013WRT03300

The court case referred to relates to section 62 of the Housing Act 1966, which sets out the
procedure for repossession of a dwelling by a housing authority. Dublin City Council has appealed the High Court’s 2008 judgement in that case to the Supreme Court. I refer to the reply
to Question No. 462 of 12 February 2013, which sets out the position regarding the 2012 Supreme Court judgement in 2 other cases relating to section 62 of the 1966 Act.
Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

19/02/2013WRT03350

500. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of persons currently on the housing waiting list for the Ballymun and
Finglas area of Dublin city. [8295/13]
19/02/2013WRT03400

501. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government the number of persons currently on housing waiting lists for local authorities
across the State; the reason they were assessed as having a housing need; if he will provide a
breakdown by local authority and the number of applicants currently waiting over five years
and over ten years respectively. [8296/13]
19/02/2013WRT03500

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-

19/02/2013WRT03600
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ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 500 and 501 together.
My Department does not hold information on the number of households on local authorities’
waiting lists. This figure continuously fluctuates as households are allocated housing and new
households apply for housing support. Detailed information on the latest statutory assessment
of housing need which was carried out in March 2011, including a breakdown by authority and
category of need, is available on my Department ’ s website – www.environ.ie, or on the Housing Agency’s website at www.housing.ie.
Section 21 of the 2009 Housing Act replaces previous provisions in relation to the statutory
assessment of housing need and all housing authorities have been directed to provide a summary report of social housing assessments under this provision as at 30 April 2013. The findings from these summaries will be published in the autumn.
Household Charge Purpose

19/02/2013WRT03650

502. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will stipulate in percentage terms the amount of the revenue raised
from the household charge that has gone directly to local authorities for the purposes of local
services; if he will provide a breakdown of the total amount of revenue provided to each local
authority in respect of the household charge only; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8305/13]
19/02/2013WRT03700

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. It
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge. The
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.
19/02/2013WRT03800

The following table details, as of 14 February 2013, the total Household Charge revenue
raised by local authority area. All Household Charge revenues are provided to the local government sector to resource the services the sector provides.
County/City Council
Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork City
Cork County
Donegal
Dublin City
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown
Fingal
Galway City
Galway County
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny

Total Payments €
1,328,354
1,756,719
3,539,142
2,955,028
9,980,387
4,022,227
14,429,134
6,528,990
6,429,989
2,190,200
4,549,932
4,589,784
4,778,837
2,300,250
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County/City Council
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick City
Limerick County
Longf ord
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
North Tipperary
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
South Dublin
South Tipperary
Waterford City
Waterford County
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow
National

Total Payments €
1,764,442
965,729
1,479,096
3,349,666
923,860
2,646,427
4,169,009
4,096,910
1,471,842
1,883,516
1,653,861
1,814,967
1,950,541
5,552,614
2,193,188
1,127,164
1,754,424
2,137,635
3,878,197
3,356,084
117,548,145
Wastewater Treatment Issues

19/02/2013WRT03850

503. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government the date on which Lough Foyle was first designated as coastal waters
for the purposes of the EC Urban Waste Water Directive and the guidelines that were used at
the time. [8309/13]
19/02/2013WRT03900

504. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the identification of the
outer limits of estuaries here was subject of a report by the Environmental Protection Agency to
his Department in 1995 when UK guidelines were accepted in defining Lough Foyle as coastal
waters; if his further attention has been drawn to the fact that in the UK this sea classification
for the Severn and Humber estuaries was overruled in a judicial review in January 1996 against
the UK DoE; the reasons the EPA has not recategorised Lough Foyle as estuarine waters despite
the repeated requests of local residents to do so. [8310/13]
19/02/2013WRT04000

505. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that if Lough Foyle is
not reclassified as estuarine waters it will be subsumed into the Water Framework Directive in
May of this year; the measures he will take to ensure this does not happen; the measures he will
take to ensure that this reclassification happens in a timely manner prior to final submission for
inclusion in the WFD this coming May. [8311/13]
19/02/2013WRT04100

506. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government if during discussions between the Irish and British Governments regarding the question of jurisdiction over the Foyle and Carlingford estuaries, if the rules of environ19/02/2013WRT04200

348

19 February 2013

mental protection are being built into any proposed agreement; if any proposed agreement will
protect against the use of estuaries for polluting discharges. [8312/13]
507. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government his views on whether the Ramsar designation for the entirety of Lough
Foyle based on the Ramsar Convention would be beneficial for the Lough and its surrounding
communities; his plans to ensure this designation is awarded to Lough Foyle; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8313/13]
19/02/2013WRT04300

524. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government the date on which Lough Foyle was first designated as coastal waters for the
purposes of the EC Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive; and the guidelines that were used
at that time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8833/13]
19/02/2013WRT04400

525. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government with reference to the identification of the outer limits of estuaries in Ireland as a
subject of a report by the Environmental Protection Agency to his Department in 1995 in which
the UK guidelines were accepted in defining Lough Foyle as coastal waters, and with reference
to the UK’s sea classification for the Severn and Humber estuaries which was overruled in a
judicial review in January 1996 against the UK Department of the Environment and ruled that
the proposals were not within the spirit of the directive, the reason the EPA has not revised the
classification of Lough Foyle from coastal waters back to the very proper and historically accepted estuarine waters, despite the requests of concerned residents in the Lough Foyle area to
do so. [8834/13]
19/02/2013WRT04500

526. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his views on whether, if the current classification of Lough Foyle as coastal waters
is not revoked immediately and returned to estuarine/transitional waters, this contentious classification and therefore the looser environmental protection of the Foyle estuary associated with
it, will be subsumed into the Water Framework Directive in May of this year; if he will outline
the measures that he will take to ensure this will not happen; if he will ensure that the relevant
officials take immediate action to reclassify Lough Foyle as estuarine waters, prior to final submission for inclusion in the WFD in May this year. [8835/13]
19/02/2013WRT04600

527. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government with reference to the Ramsar designation for the entirety of Lough Foyle as a
recognised and desired objective by the Ramsar Convention and its implications for such designation for both the Lough and its surrounding communities, the action he will take to assist in
obtaining this designation for Lough Foyle. [8836/13]
19/02/2013WRT04700

528. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government with reference to the ongoing discussions between the UK and Irish governments
on the question of jurisdiction over the Foyle and Carlingford estuaries, if the communities
around these Estuaries will be assured that rules of environmental protection are built in to
any contemplated agreement which will protect against use of these estuaries for polluting
discharges, when open water is adjacent, and in particular from diverting polluting discharges
away from open water and into the estuarine waters under any circumstances. [8837/13]
19/02/2013WRT04800

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 503 to 507, inclusive and 524 to 528, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRT04900

The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive requires Member States to establish the outer
(seaward) limits of estuaries for the purposes of the Directive. In a February 1995 report to my
Department, Identification of the Outer Limits of Estuaries in Ireland, the EPA, in consultation
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with the authorities in Northern Ireland, established the outer limit of the estuary of the Foyle
river in that context. The objective criteria used in the establishment of these limits were geomorphic and chemical (i.e. salinity) factors. I understand that alternative criteria were used by
the UK authorities in establishing the limits in the Severn and Humber estuaries.
The outer limit of Lough Foyle was subsequently used in the identification of the estuary
as a transitional water under the Water Framework Directive and the remaining waters of the
Lough outside this boundary as a coastal water, in accordance with the requirements of Regulation 7 of the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations, 2003. All surface water and
groundwater bodies have been classified in accordance with these Regulations which give effect to the Water Framework Directive.
The Water Framework Directive is an overarching Directive that establishes a framework
for the management of water resources in the European Union. It requires, inter alia, the
achievement of good ecological status in all surface waters, the definition of which includes
both transitional and coastal waters. As regards environmental objectives, the Water Framework Directive draws no distinction between transitional waters and coastal waters; there is no
question of a looser environmental protection associated with the classification of water bodies
as either transitional or coastal waters. The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive is one of
the basic measures of the Water Framework Directive.
Discussions regarding the question of jurisdiction over the Foyle and Carlingford Estuaries are a matter for my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade. I
understand these discussions are ongoing. While resolution of the jurisdictional issues should
further assist in the implementation of environmental law, including relevant EU Directives,
there is already excellent ongoing cooperation between the authorities in both jurisdictions on
matters relating to the environment, many of which are mandated to the North South Ministerial
Council established under the British Irish Agreement.
The designation of sites under the Ramsar Convention is a matter for my colleague the nister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. I understand that Ireland currently has 45 designated
sites (almost 67,000 hectares) under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. I also understand that Ireland’s priorities and resources in relation to site designations
are currently focused on fully implementing the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive and
the EU Birds Directive (EU Nature Directives).
Fire Safety Issues

19/02/2013WRU00150

508. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will confirm that a risk assessment was undertaken to substantiate the
new Critical Attendance Standard Policies within the Keeping Communities Safe Policy Document; if he will confirm that a copy of the risk assessment will be made publicly available; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8314/13]
19/02/2013WRU00200

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I have recently published Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) as national policy for the
future direction of fire services in Ireland. KCS was developed by the National Directorate for
Fire and Emergency Management in my Department. The document was prepared through a
collaborative process, which included consultation with stakeholders, and it was recommended
for adoption as national policy by the Management Board of the Directorate.
19/02/2013WRU00300

It is important that there is a common understanding in relation to terminology in risk man350
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agement, and relevant definitions are set out in KCS. In particular, the term “Risk Assessment”
as used in KCS is one stage of the risk management process. The National Directorate prepared
a series of Task Analyses to show how an initial crew of five may be used safely to undertake
tasks normally associated with a range of fire scenarios. The Task Analysis for the Domestic
Dwelling fire situation was circulated during the development stage.
Under Section 19 of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work legislation, the phrase ‘risk
assessment’ has a particular meaning, and requires employers to carry out risk assessments of
their work activities. Guidance on relevant aspects of risk assessment for fire services, and
meeting this legislative requirement, is provided in the Fire Services Ancillary Safety Statement
(generic risk assessments), in the Fire Service National Incident Command System (dynamic
risk assessments) and Fire Service Standard Operational Guidance (SOGs) (specific situational
risk assessments). Individual fire services will prepare any additional risk assessments, based
on the Task Analyses referred to above, which may be necessary to comply with their statutory
responsibilities as employers on foot of changes arising from implementation of KCS. The
KCS document is available on my Department’s web site at www.environ.ie.

19/02/2013WRU00350

Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

509. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if it is possible for local authorities to recoup 100% of the grant aid made
available to voluntary housing associations under the housing adaptation grant for people with
a disability scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8343/13]
19/02/2013WRU00400

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People
and People with a Disability, introduced on 1 November 2007, are funded by 80% recoupment
available from my Department, together with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority. The detailed administration of the grant schemes, including the assessment and
approval of applications and the payment of grants to individual applicants, is the responsibility
of the relevant local authority.
19/02/2013WRU00500

The local authority own resources contribution to grant payments apply equally to all grant
recipients, including tenants of Approved Housing Bodies.

19/02/2013WRU00550

Fire Safety Issues

510. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will engage with union representatives to discuss their concerns regarding the Keeping Communities Safe document and the impact this will have on firefighter
safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8351/13]
19/02/2013WRU00600

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I have recently published Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) as national policy for the
future direction of fire services in Ireland. KCS was developed by the National Directorate for
Fire and Emergency Management in my Department through a collaborative process, which included consultation with stakeholders, and it was recommended for adoption as national policy
by the Management Board of the Directorate. There was extensive consultation with stakeholders, including recognised staff representative organisations (SIPTU and IMPACT). The unions
have five and two nominees respectively on the National Directorate’s Consultative Committee.
Specific meetings were held with SIPTU during the consultative process to discuss aspects of
19/02/2013WRU00700
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their submission on early drafts of the document.
Specifically on fire-fighter safety, KCS recognises the importance of the twin duties on fire
authorities under the Fire Services and Safety, Health and Welfare at Work legislation. A Fire
Services Safety Management System (SMS) support document is being developed as part of
the KCS implementation process to ensure that occupational health and safety in fire services
is fully aligned with recently adopted local government SMS policy. This follows fire service
initiatives which have been developed and implemented in recent years which include the Ancillary Safety Statement Template for Fire Services, the National Incident Command System,
Guidance on the Use of Breathing Apparatus and Compartment Fire Behaviour training and
assessment, as well as an extensive suite of Standard Operating Guidelines. Under Section 19
of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005, employers are required to carry out risk
assessments of their work activities. Individual fire services will prepare any additional risk
assessments which may be necessary to comply with their statutory responsibilities as employers on foot of changes arising from implementation of KCS. The document is available on my
Department’s website at www.environ.ie.
Prompt Payments

19/02/2013WRU00750

511. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his plans to ensure that all local authority bodies achieve 100% compliance to pay
outstanding bills and invoices within 15 days in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8428/13]
19/02/2013WRU00800

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): Payment of invoices by my Department is governed by the Prompt Payment of Accounts
Act 1997. The legislation provides for the payment of interest on valid invoices that are unpaid
after 30 days from the date of receipt. In June 2009, the Government introduced a further nonstatutory requirement to reduce the payment period by Departments to 15 days. The EU/IMF
Programme of Financial Support for Ireland contains a commitment to extend the voluntary 15
day rule relating to prompt payments to local authorities. The commitment has effect in respect
of all valid invoices received on or after 1 July 2011.
19/02/2013WRU00900

Information in respect of the timing of payments by my Department, relevant agencies and
local authorities is available on my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications
The payment of suppliers, consistent with proper financial procedures, is a matter for the
local authority concerned.
Property Taxation Collection

19/02/2013WRU00950

512. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if moneys collected from the local property tax will be ring-fenced for each
local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8437/13]
19/02/2013WRU01000

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The introduction of the Local Property Tax will provide a more sustainable funding model for local government, devolve greater responsibility for financial decisions to the local level,
and help renew the relationship between the citizen and his or her local authority. In distributing Local Property Tax income to local authorities through the Local Government Fund, I will
19/02/2013WRU01100
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seek to ensure that a significant proportion of the tax is retained in the local authority area in
which it is collected in order to fund essential local services in our communities.
Currently, general purpose grants from the local government fund are structured to bring
about equalisation over time: that is, a position of balance where the financial needs of local
authorities are met by their resources and they are able to provide an appropriate level of service
to their customers. Local authority cost and income bases vary significantly from one another
and calculating an appropriate distribution of these grants is complex. A number of factors are
taken into account including the overall funding available for this purpose, the estimated cost to
each authority of providing a reasonable level of services to their customers, the income each
authority should generate from local sources and the necessity to provide each authority with a
baseline allocation that will support its financial stability.
In time, local authorities may vary the local rate of the Local Property Tax. This function
will strengthen local authority accountability to local taxpayers. The tax will alter the relationship between the citizen and his or her local authority in a way which will be altogether beneficial for good governance. As noted in the Action Plan for Effective Local Government, Putting
People First, if local elected members have relatively little responsibility for raising revenue,
their rigorousness in prioritising its allocation, overseeing its efficient use and stewardship, and
oversight in relation to the performance and management of local authority operations, generally, is likely to be diminished.
Currently, local authorities vary in their degree of dependence on the local government
fund. Differences in population densities and settlement patterns will, of course, have an impact on the extent to which a given local authority will be funded by the Local Property Tax. In
accounting terms, the gearing of funding from local authority to local authority will differ and,
as such, equalisation measures may be needed to address such variations.

19/02/2013WRU01125

Local Authority Housing Maintenance

513. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding a request from Athy Town Council, County Kildare regarding a housing repair (details supplied) [8510/13]
19/02/2013WRU01200

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In June 2012, my Department invited each city and county
council to submit proposals for the purchase or construction of new social housing units over
the period 2012-2014. Kildare County Council submitted six proposals in relation to the purchase of houses at four locations within the county and the construction of 13 housing units at
Athgarvan Road, Newbridge. Approval issued in July 2012 for the purchase of 4 housing units
at a cost of €600,00 and the construction of 13 units in Newbridge at a cost of €2,050,000.
19/02/2013WRU01300

A proposal by Athy Town Council, submitted on 3 September 2012, to purchase and refurbish 10 houses at various locations within the town at a cost of €841,000 was received too
late for consideration under the 2012 call for proposals. It will be a matter for Kildare County
Council to resubmit the proposal under any future call for proposals for the purchase and refurbishment of properties.
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

19/02/2013WRU01350

19/02/2013WRU01400

514. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
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Local Government the measures which will be promoted during the Irish Presidency of the European Union to promote policies to keep the EU towards meeting its declared carbon reduction
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8591/13]
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 174 of 5 February 2013.
19/02/2013WRU01500

Under the Climate and Energy Package, adopted by the European Council in December
2008, the main elements of policy and legislation are already in place to enable the EU to meet
its greenhouse gas emission reduction target for 2020. However, two legislative proposals in
relation to CO2 emissions from cars and vans need to be concluded in order to underpin the
achievement of 2020 targets in those areas and I am prioritising the securing of First Reading
Agreements with the European Parliament on these dossiers by the end of our Presidency. The
Irish Presidency will also be giving significant attention to a proposed Regulation on Fluorinated Gases, covering a range of gases with very significant global warming potential, with a
view to preparing a Progress Report to be passed to the Lithuanian Presidency on 1 July.
It is also essential that priority attention is given to the policies necessary to progress the
decarbonisation agenda post-2020. In that regard, I have proposed the immediate post-2020
period as the subject for discussion at an informal joint meeting of the EU Environment and
Energy Councils in Dublin in April.
Regeneration Projects Funding

19/02/2013WRU01550

515. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government if he will provide an update on funding for a regeneration project (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8621/13]
19/02/2013WRU01600

516. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government if he will provide an update on funding for the regeneration plan for Granard,
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8622/13]
19/02/2013WRU01700

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 515 and 516 together.
19/02/2013WRU01800

So far, my Department has not received any formal proposals from Longford County Council with regard to the proposed regeneration project at Granard, Co. Longford. I understand,
however, that the Council is currently preparing a masterplan for the regeneration of certain
areas in Granard including the Colmkille Terrace and Redmond Terrace areas.
Under Section 78 of the Local Government Act 2001, the provision of premises and facilities in the public library service is a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library
authority. I refer to the reply to Question No. 485 on today’s order paper in respect of public
library developments in Longford.
Commercial Rates Calculations

19/02/2013WRU01850

517. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government his plans to change the legislation in order to introduce a tiered system of rates,
which is needed to help support small businesses, where the present system of percentage reductions in all council budgets, 2008 to 2012 favour the large ratepayers as much as the small
ones; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8624/13]
19/02/2013WRU01900
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.
19/02/2013WRU02000

The Valuation Office is responsible for calculating the rateable valuation of premises and
the type, size and location of the premises would be a factor in arriving at the rateable valuation.
The Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV), which is set by the local authority, is then applied to that
rateable valuation. The Valuation Act 2001 is a matter for the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform.
I am acutely aware of the pressures on small and medium sized businesses at the present
time. Local authorities have been asked by my Department, by way of a circular letter, to exercise restraint or, where possible, reduce commercial rates and local charges for 2013. Local
authorities have responded well to such requests in recent years.
I will continue to keep the approach to rates by local authorities under active review, and
am determined that every avenue will be pursued to optimise efficiency and contain costs in the
local government sector.
Social and Affordable Housing Provision

19/02/2013WRU02050

518. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the number of loans that have been provided to and agreed directly with approved housing bodies by the Housing Finance Agency in the provision of new finance for social housing; the number of homes that have been completed with such finance to date in view
of the fact that almost 100,000 households are in need of social housing. [8644/13]
19/02/2013WRU02100

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published
in June 2011, recognises the approved housing body sector as a key partner in the delivery of
social housing solutions for low-income families and persons with specific categories of housing need.
19/02/2013WRU02200

Delivery of social housing is being significantly facilitated through more flexible funding
models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing as well as through the sourcing
of loan finance by approved housing bodies (AHBs) for construction and acquisition of social
housing units.
The Housing Finance Agency has thus far awarded ‘Certified Body’ status to 6 AHBs, from
13 applications. These AHBs have made 8 loan applications, totalling €18.9 million, which
have been approved and, when fully drawn down, will deliver over 200 individual housing
units.
I am determined to ensure that the social housing programme is framed in a manner which
optimises the delivery of social housing and the return for the resources invested. To achieve
this it is essential that we tailor the use of available Exchequer supports to prevailing conditions
and explore the full range of solutions to address housing needs.
In spite of the challenging circumstances within which local authorities have been operating, a tentative outturn in the order of 4,000 housing units was achieved in 2012. Given the
current volatility of the market and different challenges to the channels of supply, it is difficult
to estimate the likely output of new units for social housing this year. However, it is provision355
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ally estimated that in the region of 5,000 units will be provided for social housing in 2013.

19/02/2013WRU02250

Departmental Expenditure

519. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 472 of 12 February 2013, if he will compile
and present, in tabular form, the cost to each local authority in assessing the means of applicants
for the various schemes administered by that local authority; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8691/13]
19/02/2013WRU02300

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The information requested is not available in my Department.
19/02/2013WRU02400

19/02/2013WRU02425

Energy Conservation

520. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government if the eligibility criteria for attic house insulation has been changed.
[8710/13]
19/02/2013WRU02500

521. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that persons who were due to have
their attics insulated were told they were no longer eligible due to new legislation brought in
stating that attics with sloping ceilings cannot be insulated; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8711/13]
19/02/2013WRU02600

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 520 and 521 together.
19/02/2013WRU02700

There have been no new , or no recent, changes to Building Regulations which would prevent the insulation of attics with sloping ceilings.
I have no responsibility in relation to the Better Energy Homes scheme which provides
grant assistance for specific energy efficiency measures in homes, including attic insulation.
This scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland and funded by the
Department of Energy, Communications and Natural Resources.
Homeless Persons Supports

19/02/2013WRU02750

522. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government the services and supports in place for homeless persons in an area (details
supplied) in County Wicklow; the funding that has been provided by Government for such
services in this area; if consideration will be given to making an outreach service providing hot
food available to those who are unable or unwilling to attend a homeless centre of shelter; the
Government policy in relation to tackling homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8794/13]
19/02/2013WRU02800

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of
accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with the housing authorities.
Accordingly , it is a matter for housing authorities to make decisions regarding the type and
19/02/2013WRU02900
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provision of services for homeless persons within their functional area.
Under Section 10 of the Housing Acts, my Department provides funding to housing authorities in respect of the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services.
Funding is provided at the rate of 90% of cost , with the housing authorities providing a further
10% from their own resources. Details of the funding provided by my Department for County
Wicklow, since 2010, are set out in the table below.
I will shortly publish a policy statement on homelessness. In this statement I will be indicating what I expect from housing authorities and other stakeholders in accelerating progress
towards realising the ambition of eliminating involuntary long-term homelessness.
Wicklow
Funds paid to
Wicklow County Council

Bray Town
Council

Purpose
Harry Cullen Old
Presbytery - emergency accommodation
Outreach Worker
Private Rented
Accommodation
Bed & Breakfast
emergency accommodation
Old Brighton Terrace - emergency
accommodation
Total

2010 €

2011 €

2012 €

43,800

72,072

75,960

29,890
2,908
7,905

1,093

101,217

86,724

87,200

174,907

169,609

164,253

Wastewater Treatment Issues

19/02/2013WRU02950

523. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to an ongoing sewerage issue at a school
(details supplied) in County Cork; the assistance being extended to rectify the problem; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8823/13]
19/02/2013WRU03000

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I understand that the Derrycreha School is served by a private sewerage system. My Department has no responsibility for, or role to play in, the management, maintenance or operation
of privately owned wastewater treatment facilities.
19/02/2013WRU03100

Question Nos. 524 to 528, inclusive, answered with Question No. 503.
Local Authority Housing Maintenance

19/02/2013WRV00150

529. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he is familiar with Dublin City Council’s proposals to energy retrofit Glovers Court, Dublin 2; and his views on whether these proposals will come to fruition. [8838/13]
19/02/2013WRV00200

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently funding the large-scale re19/02/2013WRV00300
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furbishment of a number of flat complexes in Dublin City. In line with overall national policy
which promotes a reduction in energy use, the enhancement of energy efficiency standards
remains a priority within my Department’s overall strategy for the improvement of local authority housing.
I am currently reviewing the terms of the energy retrofitting measure for 2013 and my Department will issue revised guidelines to local authorities in the context of the capital allocations under the housing programme for 2013, which I intend to announce shortly.
In January 2011, my Department approved a proposal by Dublin City Council to proceed
to tender stage with the energy retrofitting works at Glovers Court. However, the project was
not subsequently progressed to implementation stage under the capital funding programmes for
2011 or 2012. It is now a matter for Dublin City Council to progress these works within the
context of the available funding and the terms of the energy retrofitting measure for 2013.
Water Charges Exemptions

19/02/2013WRV00350

530. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if allowances will be made in terms of water charges for persons who suffer
from a medical condition, bearing in mind that many persons need to use high volumes of water
to deal with their condition; if a list has been compiled by his Department which outlines such
medical conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8874/13]
19/02/2013WRV00400

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The programme for Government and the memorandum of understanding with the EU, the
IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges. It is not intended that
domestic water charges will commence before 2014. The Government considers that charging
based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided that water meters should
be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Government has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible for the metering programme.
19/02/2013WRV00500

The Water Services Bill 2013 which is currently being considered in the Oireachtas will assign the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the metering programme. The Bill
also assigns to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) the power to advise the Government on the development of a regulatory framework for water services.
Affordability measures, including consideration of water customers with medical needs,
will be addressed by my Department and the Department of Social Protection, in consultation
with the Regulator, Irish Water and other stakeholders, in the context of developing a water
pricing framework. The agreed approach will then be reflected in the charging structure established by the regulator.
Leader Programmes Funding

19/02/2013WRV00550

531. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the level of funding available to the LEADER programme from 2014-2020 in the
context of the recent agreement of the EU’s new Multi Annual Financial Framework; and if he
will clarify the changes, if any, proposed in the funding model. [8985/13]
19/02/2013WRV00600

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-

19/02/2013WRV00700
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gan): The European Council of Ministers reached agreement on 5 February 2013 on the Multi
Annual Financial Framework for the EU. The Irish Presidency will now engage with the European Parliament to seek its assent to the deal agreed by the Council. In parallel to these
discussions, the negotiation processes for the large range of regulatory instruments required to
implement the various parts of the MFF will continue.
LEADER is supported through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development,
EAFRD, which is in place to fund measures under Rural Development or the Pillar II element
of the CAP. Under the proposed regulatory framework for the EAFRD for 2014 to 2020 at least
5% of the total EAFRD contribution to each member state’s Rural Development Programmes,
RDPs, must be reserved for LEADER. The agreement on the MFF provides for a strong CAP
supporting a strong agricultural base in Europe and indicates that the overall EU level of funding for Pillar II is €84,936 million, including the LEADER element. However, further negotiations are required at EU and national level in order to determine the breakdown of this funding
both for Ireland in general and for LEADER in particular. In this context, a definitive allocation
for the LEADER programme for the 2014 to 2020 programming period is not yet available.
Recommended changes to the current arrangements for implementing LEADER are set out
in the final report of the Local Government/Local Development Alignment Steering Group, and
reflected in the Putting People First – Action Programme for Effective Local Government. The
report recommended that Socio-Economic Committees should have responsibility for planning, management and oversight of local and community programmes, including the matching
of resources to priorities and achievement of value for money. The report also proposed that
appropriately structured Socio-Economic Committees would present the optimum structure for
implementing LEADER local development strategies for the 2014 to 2020 EU programming
period. I anticipate the continued involvement of local development companies in programme
implementation on behalf of my Department.
Property Management Company Issues

19/02/2013WRV00750

532. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamentary Question No. 122 of 7 February 2013, if he will respond regarding management charges
(details supplied) and the fact that even when property values have declined, management rates
remain the same; his views on whether this is a matter of serious concern; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8776/13]
19/02/2013WRV00800

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the primary purpose of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 is to reform the law relating to the
ownership and management of common areas of multi-unit developments and to facilitate the
fair, efficient and effective management of owners’ management companies, OMCs. These are
bodies established for the management of such areas, the membership of which comprise the
owners of residential units within the development.
19/02/2013WRV00900

As regards service charges, the position is that section 18 of the 2011 Act requires each
OMC to establish and maintain a scheme of annual service charges to fund the costs of insurance, maintenance and other common or shared services. These service charges, which are not
therefore directly related to the value of residential units in the development, must be calculated on a transparent basis, be apportioned on an equitable basis between unit owners and be
approved by the owners at a meeting of the OMC. In summary, the Act gives residential unit
owners a direct role in determining the level of annual service charge, the level of services to be
funded and the manner in which such services are to be provided.
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I should add that section 18 also provides that each owner is under an obligation to pay annual service charges and that section 22 provides that unpaid service charges may be recovered
by the OMC concerned as a simple contract debt in a court of competent jurisdiction, that is,
normally, the District Court.
Prison Staff

19/02/2013WRV00950

533. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when those who have
been recruited for the Irish Prison Service will be called for training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8062/13]
19/02/2013WRV01000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware
the overall staffing level in the Civil and Public Service is determined within the context of the
moratorium on staffing levels with particular regard to the Employment Control Frameworks
currently in place. Meeting our challenging numbers target will require continued implementation of the moratorium on recruitment save in exceptional cases where filling of essential posts
is required, the filling of which is subject to prior approval by my colleague, the Minister for
Public Expenditure and Reform.
19/02/2013WRV01100

Garda Transport Data

19/02/2013WRV01150

534. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of cars
bought for An Garda Síochána in the past two years, 2011 and 2012 and January/February
2013; the model of each car; the cost of each car and the level/grade in the Garda to which each
car was allocated; the number of cars that were allocated to gardaí on the beat; the number that
were purchased for gardaí at senior level including Commissioner, Deputy Commissioners, all
Assistant Commissioners, Chief Administrative Officer, Director of Communications, District
Commissioner, Head of Garda Internal Audit, Head of Legal Affairs and Human Rights, Executive Director of Finance and Services, Executive Director ICT; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8084/13]
19/02/2013WRV01200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions on the provision and
deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.
19/02/2013WRV01300

I am informed by the Garda authorities that 264 Garda vehicles were procured in the period
referred to by the Deputy. These vehicles were secured through open competitive procurement
processes and, accordingly, I understand from the Garda authorities that the precise costs involved are commercially sensitive.
In addition, I have been informed by the Garda authorities that all of the vehicles in question were allocated for front-line Garda duties, based on operational requirements. The vehicles
comprised a number of different models and the main manufacturers involved were Fiat, Ford
and Toyota. A breakdown for the vehicle types is outlined in the table below:
Patrol vehicles
245

Vans
8

Motorcycles
5

4X4
6

Garda Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRV01350

19/02/2013WRV01400

535. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Gardaí
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at any level that are entitled to the use of State purchased cars; the number of the Garda fleet
that are specifically allocated to one person; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8085/13]
Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions on the allocation of
Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.
19/02/2013WRV01500

I am advised by the Garda authorities that 12 vehicles are currently allocated for the use of
Garda personnel of Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner rank
for official duties.
Deportation Orders Re-examination

19/02/2013WRV01550

536. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider a request to revoke a deportation order in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8103/13]
19/02/2013WRV01600

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is the
subject of a Deportation Order signed on 11 September 2003. He evaded his deportation for
almost six years until June 2009. In 2009 the individual made an application to have his Deportation Order revoked under Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended). Having considered the application fully, the Deportation Order was affirmed and this decision was
conveyed to the applicant and copied to his legal representative on 29 June 2011.
19/02/2013WRV01700

I am satisfied that the application for asylum made by the person concerned was fairly and
comprehensively examined. The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned
must leave the State and remain thereafter outside the State. The enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.
Queries regarding the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Prisoner Health

19/02/2013WRV01750

537. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to
which the health condition of a person (details supplied) continues to be monitored; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8104/13]
19/02/2013WRV01800

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish
Prison Service that the person referred to by the Deputy is continuing to receive ongoing appropriate medical care which his condition warrants. As advised previously, medical confidentiality is a time honoured principle of professional healthcare ethics and accordingly I am not at
liberty to divulge information relating to a prisoner’s medical records.
19/02/2013WRV01900

Immigration Status

19/02/2013WRV01950
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538. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamentary Question No. 162 of 17 January 2013, wherein the change of application for status
was refused on the basis that the applicant had permission to be in the State on Stamp 3 conditions up to 17 February 2013 but had no entitlement to the change of status requested given that
they had made their application in good time to enable the authorities to assess their application
and having particular regard to the suggestion contained in the reply that they may apply again
for change of status; if their circumstances have changed as their permission is due to expire
soon; if he will further clarify entitlement to upgrade of status and/or eligibility for naturalisation in their case and that of their spouse (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8105/13]
19/02/2013WRV02000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As previously outlined in my
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 162 of 17 January 2013, the person referred to by the
Deputy had no entitlement to the change of status requested. The person in question may apply
to the General Immigration Division of INIS if her circumstances have changed. I wish to inform the Deputy that the person concerned has recently submitted an application for Long Term
Residency as a dependent of her spouse. Such applications are processed on a case by case
basis, taking individual circumstances into account. It is open to any person who may qualify
for Naturalisation to make an application to the Citizenship Division of this Department.
19/02/2013WRV02100

Queries regarding the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Asylum Applications

19/02/2013WRV02150

539. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
review the file in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8106/13]
19/02/2013WRV02200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived
in the State on the 28 September 2009 and claimed asylum. He was informed by the Office of
the Refugee Applications Commissioner that a declaration of refugee status had been refused
in respect of him on 25 January 2010. An appeal was lodged against the decision of the Commissioner to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal by the Refugee Legal Services Galway on the 10
February 2010. On 25 August 2010 the Ministerial Decisions Unit informed the applicant that
it was proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him. He was informed of the three
options now open to him including his right to make leave to remain representations, also included was a Subsidiary Protection application form. This letter was returned marked ‘gone
away’ on 26 August 2010.
19/02/2013WRV02300

A Subsidiary Protection application and representations pursuant to Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 were made on behalf of the applicant by the Refugee Legal Services Galway
on the 9 September 2010. A personal statement on behalf of the applicant in support of these
applications was submitted by the RLS Galway on the 13 September 2010. The applicant was
informed that his application for Subsidiary Protection was refused on 8 August 2011. He was
informed on 30 August 2011 that it had been decided to make a Deportation Order against him.
Judicial Review proceedings challenging both of these decision were brought before the High
Court on 24 September 2011 and are currently ongoing. As the matter is therefore sub judice I
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do not propose to comment further.
Queries regarding the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Ministerial Appointments

19/02/2013WRV02350

540. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments
made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary. [8123/13]
19/02/2013WRV02400

541. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of the
qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and
all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and
judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8141/13]
19/02/2013WRV02500

542. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks
and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8159/13]
19/02/2013WRV02600

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 540 to 542, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRV02700

I wish to inform the Deputy that the information requested is outlined in the accompanying
table. The Deputy should note that under the heading of “Qualifications”, unless otherwise
stated, I have given details of the legislative basis of the appointments concerned as this provides the requisite criteria for appointment. I also wish to advise the Deputy that in a few cases
I reappointed persons that I had previously appointed during the period concerned as indicated
by the word “reappointed” after the names of the individuals concerned. For this reason and in
order to avoid potential double counting I am unable to provide the percentage of appointments
made that were subject to a public appointments process. However details of all appointments
and whether the posts were advertised are detailed below.
Entity

Position

Appeal Tribunal Member
under Part 3 of
the Prisons Act
2007
Appeal Tribunal Member
under Part 3 of
the Prisons Act
2007

Person

Qualifications

Quinlan, Michael
(reappointed)

Prisons Act
2007

O’Connor, Patricia Prisons Act
(reappointed)
2007
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Entity

Position

Appeal Tribunal Member
under Part 3 of
the Prisons Act
2007
Appeal Tribunal Member
under Part 3 of
the Prisons Act
2007
Prison Visiting Member
Committee - Arbour Hill Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee - Arbour Hill Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee - Arbour Hill Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee - Arbour Hill Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee - Arbour Hill Prison

Assistant Classi- Assistant
fier (IFCO)
Classifier

Person

Qualifications

Miller, Bríd
(reappointed)

Prisons Act
2007

MacGuill, James
(reappointed)

Prisons Act
2007

Hayes, Rita

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Daly, Wilhelmina Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Bulbulia, Abdullah Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Murray, Paddy
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
O’Connor, Angela Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Power, David
Complies with
(reappointed)
terms of The
Censorship of
Films (Amendment) Act 1992

364

Public Applications Process
(Y/N)
Y

Y

N

N

N

N

N
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Entity

Position

Assistant Classi- Assistant
fier (IFCO)
Classifier

Assistant Classi- Assistant
fier (IFCO)
Classifier

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Castlerea Prison

Person

Qualifications

Brennan, Mark
(reappointed)

Public Applications Process
(Y/N)
N

Complies with
terms of The
Censorship of
Films (Amendment) Act 1992
McClafferty, Dani- Complies with
N
elle
terms of The
Censorship of
Films (Amendment) Act 1992
Nevin, Michael
Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Castlerea Prison

Daly, Martin

Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Castlerea Prison

Brady, Eddie

Children Deten- Member
tion Schools
Board of Management

Kelleher, Dan

Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Appointed under N
the provisions of
the Children Act
2001, Section
167.

Commission
for the Support
of Victims of
Crime

McAndrew, Ray

Chairperson
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Committee to
monitor the
effectiveness
of the Garda
Diversion Programme under
Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)
Committee to
monitor the
effectiveness
of the Garda
Diversion Programme under
Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

Member

Gibbons, Norah

Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

Member

Cheatle, John

Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

N

Committee to
monitor the
effectiveness
of the Garda
Diversion Programme under
Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

Chief Super- McMahon, Anne
intendent
Marie

Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

N

Committee to
monitor the
effectiveness
of the Garda
Diversion Programme under
Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

Assistant
Commissioner

Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

N

Twomey, John

366

Public Applications Process
(Y/N)
N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Committee to
monitor the
effectiveness
of the Garda
Diversion Programme under
Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)
Committee to
monitor the
effectiveness
of the Garda
Diversion Programme under
Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)
Prison Visiting
Committee Cork Prison

Assistant
Commissioner

Nolan, Anthony
Joseph

Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

Member

D’Arcy, Eddie

Section 44 of
the Children
Act 2001 (as
amended)

N

Member

O’Keeffe, Margaret

N

Prison Visiting
Committee Cork Prison

Member

O’Connell, Dermot

Prison Visiting
Committee Cork Prison

Member

Loughnane, Mary

Prison Visiting
Committee Cork Prison

Member

Strahan, Dave

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
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N

N

N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Prison Visiting
Committee Cork Prison

Member

Ryan, Tomas

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Courts Service
Board

Member

O’Keeffe, Deirdre

Courts Service
Act, 1998 - Section 11 (1) (n)
an officer of the
Minister nominated by the
Minister,

N

Courts Service
Board

Member

Doyle, Pat

Courts Service
Act, 1998 - Section 11 (1)(o) a
person nominated by the Minister to represent
consumers of
the services
provided by the
courts,

N
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(Y/N)
N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Courts Service
Board

Member

Browne, Shane

Courts Service
Act, 1998 - Section 11 (1) (q) a
person who, in
the Minister’s
opinion, has
relevant knowledge and experience in commerce, finance
or administration and who is
nominated by
the Minister after consultation
with such bodies
as the Minister
considers are
representative of
such interests in
the State.

Prison Visiting
Committee Dóchas Centre

Member

Elliott, Mary

Prison Visiting
Committee Dóchas Centre

Member

Donnelly, Bernie

Prison Visiting
Committee Dóchas Centre

Member

Cloak, Noel

Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Prison Visiting
Committee Dóchas Centre

Member

Gallagher, Ruth

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Prison Visiting
Committee Dóchas Centre

Member

Delaney, Anne

Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Garda Confiden- Member
tial Recipient

Connolly, Oliver

N

Garda Síochána
Audit Committee
Garda Síochána
Audit Committee
Garda Síochána
Audit Committee

Member

Kinch, Eamonn

Garda Síochána
(Confidential
Reporting of
Corruption or
Malpractice)
Regulations
2007
Garda Síochána
Act 2005

Member

Fitzpatrick, Pat

Garda Síochána
Act 2005

N

Member

Collins, James

Garda Síochána
Act 2005

N

Garda Síochána
Audit Committee

Deputy
Commissioner

Rice, Nacie

Garda Síochána
Act 2005

N

Garda Síochána
Audit Committee

Chairperson

Farrelly, Jimmy

Garda Síochána
Act 2005

N
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Entity

Position

Judicial ApMember
pointments
Advisory Board

Person

Qualifications

Dent, Karen

Courts and
Court Officers
Act 1995 - Section 13 (2) (c)
states “not more
than three persons appointed
by the Minister
who shall be
persons engaged
in, or having
knowledge or
experience (being knowledge
or experience
that the Minister
considers appropriate) of commerce, finance,
administration
or persons who
have experience
as consumers
of the services
provided by the
courts that the
Minister considers appropriate.”
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Public Applications Process
(Y/N)
N
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Entity

Position

Judicial ApMember
pointments
Advisory Board

Person

Qualifications

Bresnihan, Valerie

Courts and
Court Officers
Act 1995 - Section 13 (2) (c)
states “not more
than three persons appointed
by the Minister
who shall be
persons engaged
in, or having
knowledge
or Courts and
Court Officers
Act 1995 - Section 13 (2) (c)
states “experience (being
knowledge or
experience that
the Minister
considers appropriate) of commerce, finance,
administration
or persons who
have experience
as consumers
of the services
provided by the
courts that the
Minister considers appropriate.”
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Judicial ApMember
pointments
Advisory Board

Boucher, Simon

Legal Aid Board Member

Power, Ger

Legal Aid Board Member
Legal Aid Board Member

O’Neill BL, Michelle
Reid, Rob

Legal Aid Board Member

O’Leary, Philip

Legal Aid Board Member

O’Gorman, John

Legal Aid Board Member

O’Connell, Donncha
O’Connell BL,
Micheál D
McPhillips, Oonagh
McGlynn, Joy

Courts and
Court Officers
Act 1995 - Section 13 (2) (c)
states “not more
than three persons appointed
by the Minister
who shall be
persons engaged
in, or having
knowledge or
experience (being knowledge
or experience
that the Minister
considers appropriate) of commerce, finance,
administration
or persons who
have experience
as consumers
of the services
provided by the
courts that the
Minister considers appropriate.”
Civil Legal Aid N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995
Civil Legal Aid
N
Act 1995

Legal Aid Board Member
Legal Aid Board Member
Legal Aid Board Member
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Entity

Position

Legal Aid Board Member
Legal Aid Board Member
Legal Aid Board Member
Legal Aid Board Chairperson
Legal Aid Board Member
Prison Visiting Member
Committee Limerick Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Limerick Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Limerick Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Limerick Prison

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Limerick Prison

Person

Qualifications

Hayes, Kate

Civil Legal Aid
Act 1995
Dalton, Mary
Civil Legal Aid
Act 1995
Buckley, Oonagh Civil Legal Aid
Act 1995
Walls, Muriel
Civil Legal Aid
Act 1995
Garvey, David
Civil Legal Aid
Act 1995
Rooney, Val
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prendergast, Mary Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Higgins, John
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
McCarthy, Patricia Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Houlihan, James
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(Y/N)
N
N
N
N
N
N

N

N

N

Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
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Entity

Position

Person

Prison Visiting
Committee Loughan House

Member

Richey, Kathleen

Prison Visiting
Committee Loughan House

Member

Prison Visiting
Committee Loughan House

Member

Prison Visiting
Committee Loughan House

Member

Mental Health
Review Board

Member

Mental Health
Review Board

Member

Mental Health
Review Board

Chairperson

Mental Health
Review Board

Member

Prison Visiting Member
Committee Midlands Prison

Qualifications

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Cullen, Andrew
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Boyle, Patrick
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Cutliffe, Peter
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Mulcahy, Michael Criminal Law
(Insanity) Act
2006
McGarry, Nora
Criminal Law
(Insanity) Act
2006
McCracken, Brian Criminal Law
(Insanity) Act
2006
Walsh, Elizabeth
Criminal Law
(Insanity) Act
2006
Fennelly, Colette
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
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N

N

N
N
N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Minister’s Office Appointments

Personal
Secretary to
the Minister

Lambert, Cleo

Minister’s Office Appointments

Personal As- Hall, Lorraine
sistant to the
Minister

Prison Visiting Committee - Mountjoy
Prison

Member

Aherne, Joe

Prison Visiting Committee - Mountjoy
Prison

Member

Crean, Tom

Worked for
Minister immediately prior
to her appointment. Appointment made in
accordance with
Department of
Finance instructions to Personnel Officers on
Ministerial Appointments for
the 31st Dáil.
Worked for
Minister immediately prior
to her appointment. Appointment made in
accordance with
Department of
Finance instructions to Personnel Officers on
Ministerial Appointments for
the 31st Dáil.
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
National Disability Authority
Act 1999.
Director of
StartStrong
Legal Professional

National DisMember
ability Authority
Board
Parole Board
Member

O’Leary, Donie

Parole Board

Costello, John

Chairperson

de Buis, Ciarín
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N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Parole Board

Member

Rock, Eddie

Parole Board

Member

McGarry, Nora

Parole Board

Member

McCarthy, Shane

Parole Board

Member

Murphy, Brian

Parole Board

Member

Geiran, Vivian

Parole Board

Member

Kavanagh, Ray

Parole Board

Member

Duff, Mick

Prison Visiting Committee - Portlaoise
Prison

Member

O’Neill, Brian

Prison Visiting Committee - Portlaoise
Prison

Member

Guijt-Lawlor,
Margaret

Retired Garda
Síochána
Medical Professional
Legal Professional
Irish Prison
Service
Probation Service
Retired Public
Servant
Director of the
St Aengus Drug
Treatment and
Rehabilitation
project
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Registration of
Deeds and Title
Act 2006
Registration of
Deeds and Title
Act 2006
Registration of
Deeds and Title
Act 2006
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation)
Act 2011

Property Regis- Member
tration Authority

Branigan, Frank

Property Regis- Member
tration Authority

Pilkington BL,
Teresa

Property Regis- Member
tration Authority

Fox, Deirdre

Property Servic- Member
es Regulatory
Authority
Property Servic- Member
es Regulatory
Authority

Terry, Regina
O’Reilly, Myles
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N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Property Services Regulatory
Authority
Prison Visiting
Committee Shelton Abbey

Member

Mooney, Paul

Member

Henry, Josephine

Member

Hanratty, Martin

Member

Fox, Deirdre X

Member

Doorley, James

Member

Davitt, Patrick

Member

Carey, Edward

Member

Boate, Carol

Chairperson

Clarke, Geraldine

Member

Delaney, Gerry

Prison Visiting
Committee Shelton Abbey

Member

Short, Margaret

Prison Visiting
Committee Shelton Abbey

Member

Gregan, Thomas

Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation)
Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation)
Act 2011
Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
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Y
Y
Y
N
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Entity

Position

Person

Prison Visiting
Committee Shelton Abbey

Member

Codd, Richard

Prison Visiting Member
Committee - St.
Patrick’s Institution
Prison Visiting Member
Committee - St.
Patrick’s Institution
Prison Visiting Member
Committee - St.
Patrick’s Institution
Prison Visiting Member
Committee - St.
Patrick’s Institution
The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

Qualifications

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Murphy, Denis
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Muldowney,
Prisons (VisitEmma
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Lyons, John
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Counihan, Niall
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
White, Peter (reap- Employment
pointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Rose, Kieran (re- Employment
appointed)
Equality Act,
1998
O’Leary, Betty
Employment
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Murphy, Rhona
Employment
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Mongan, Ellen
Employment
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
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N
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

The Equality
Authority

Member

Mbugua, Salome
(reappointed)

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Chairperson

The Equality
Authority

Member

The Equality
Authority

Member

Prison Visiting
Committee Training Unit

Member

Prison Visiting
Committee Training Unit

Member

Prison Visiting
Committee Training Unit

Member

Public Applications Process
(Y/N)
N

Employment
Equality Act,
1998
Maguinness, Pad- Employment
N
dy (reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Lynch , Christy
Employment
N
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Jackson, Lynn
Employment
N
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Fogarty , Sean
Employment
N
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Brander , Nigel
Employment
N
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Kerins , Angela
Employment
N
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Joyce, David (re- Employment
N
appointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Dolan, Annette
Employment
N
(reappointed)
Equality Act,
1998
Turley, Noel
Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Kenneally, Deirdre Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Kelly, Fintan
Prisons (VisitN
ing Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
380
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Entity

Position

Person

Qualifications

Prison Visiting
Committee Training Unit

Member

Jordan, Sadie

Prison Visiting
Committee Training Unit

Member

Holton, Patrick

Prison Visiting Committee
- Wheatfield
Prison

Member

Stephens, Stewart

Prison Visiting Committee
- Wheatfield
Prison

Member

Gleeson, Betty

Prison Visiting Committee
- Wheatfield
Prison

Member

Gill, Kathleen

Prison Visiting Committee
- Wheatfield
Prison

Member

Coyne, Brenda

Prison Visiting Committee
- Wheatfield
Prison

Member

Carter, Anne

Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Act, 1925 &
Prisons (Visiting Committees)
Order, 1925

Public Applications Process
(Y/N)
N

N

N

N

N

N

N

I wish to advise the Deputy that members of the Judiciary are appointed by the President and
not by the Minister for Justice and Equality. However, to be of assistance and because the
381
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Deputy has specifically requested details of Judicial appointments, I have listed the appointments concerned below.
Name
Position
Susan Denham*
Chief Justice
Frank Clarke*
Judge of the Supreme Court
John MacMenamin*
Judge of the Supreme Court
Michael White*
Judge of the High Court
Kevin Cross
Judge of the High Court
Paul McDermott
Judge of the High Court
Iseult O’Malley
Judge of the High Court
Colm MacEochaidh
Judge of the High Court
Raymond Groarke*
President of the Circuit Court
Thomas O’Donnell*
Judge of the Circuit Court
Sarah Berkeley
Judge of the Circuit Court
Pauline Codd
Judge of the Circuit Court
Barry Hickson
Judge of the Circuit Court
Keenan Johnson
Judge of the Circuit Court
Mary Ellen Ring
Judge of the Circuit Court
David Riordan*
Judge of the Circuit Court
Carmel Stewart
Judge of the Circuit Court
Rosemary Horgan*
President of the District Court**
Rosemary Horgan
Judge of the District Court
Michael P. Coghlan
Judge of the District Court
Patrick Durcan
Judge of the District Court
Gráinne Malone
Judge of the District Court
Eugene O’Kelly
Judge of the District Court
Marie Quirke
Judge of the District Court
Kevin Staunton
Judge of the District Court
Alan Mitchell
Judge of the District Court
Michael Walsh
Judge of the District Court
Colin Daly
Judge of the District Court
Mary Emer Larkin
Judge of the District Court
John O’Connor
Judge of the District Court
*These judges were nominated for appointment to their current position while already a
serving judge. Therefore section 16 of the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995 does not apply.
** Judge Horgan was appointed to the District Court in May 2011 and appointed as President of the District Court on 13 July 2012.
Residential Institutions Issues

19/02/2013WRV02725

543. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
an update on his consideration of issues relating to the Bethany Home and the redress issues
surrounding that home, in view of the completion of the Magdalen Laundries report. [8203/13]
19/02/2013WRV02800

19/02/2013WRV02900

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Consideration continues to
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be given to issues relating to the former Bethany Home and how they might be addressed.
Although limited aspects of the operation of the Bethany Home came under the remit of my
Department many of the issues raised fall to other Departments.
Employment Rights Issues

19/02/2013WRV02950

544. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality following
the recently published Migrant Rights Centre Ireland Report December 2012 Part of the Family, which illustrates the way the unregulated au pair system is being used to facilitate cheap
childcare and that leaves au pairs without basic protections, his plans to address the issue of au
pairs here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8225/13]
19/02/2013WRV03000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to the reply
to Parliamentary Question No. 84 of 7 February provided by my colleague Richard Bruton,
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.
19/02/2013WRV03100

Should the Deputy wish to ask a specific question on this matter that falls within my area of
responsibility, I would be pleased to provide details on that matter.
Prison Committals

19/02/2013WRV03150

545. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
in tabular form the number of convictions that have resulted in citizens being jailed due to the
non-payment of fines for 2008, 2009, 2010, 20011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8274/13]
19/02/2013WRV03200

546. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
in tabular form the number of convictions in the courts in Waterford City and county that have
resulted in citizens being jailed due to the non-payment of fines for the years of 2008, 2009,
2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8275/13]
19/02/2013WRV03300

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 545 and 546 together.
19/02/2013WRV03400

A breakdown of the number of persons imprisoned solely for non-payment of fines for each
of 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 is set out in the following table.
Year
Number of Persons
2008
2,344
2009
4,350
2010
5,995
2011
6,727
2012*
7,467
* The 2012 figure is provisional pending the publication of the Irish Prison Service Annual
Report.
I can also advise the Deputy that the number of such persons held in custody at any one
time is a tiny fraction of the overall prisoner population. To illustrate this point, on 15 February, 2013, 9 people (0. 21 %), out of a prison population of 4,262 in custody that day fell into
this category. Statistics in respect of the number of convictions in the courts in Waterford City
and County which have resulted in imprisonment due to the non-payment of fines are not main383
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tained by the Irish Prison Service.
Community Service Orders
547. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the fact
that prisons are overcrowded and an expense on the State, the measures that are being taken to
ensure that community service rather than jail as a viable option for convictions relating to nonpayment of fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8276/13]
19/02/2013WRV03500

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Probation Service of my
Department has responsibility for the supervision and management of Community Service Orders in accordance with the Criminal Justice (Community Service) Act, 1983 as amended by the
Criminal Justice (Community Service) (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2011. This work, inter alia,
involves providing assessment reports to the Courts and managing completion of the Orders
by offenders. The use of Community Service Orders generally is monitored but the Courts are
independent in exercising their functions.
19/02/2013WRV03600

The Probation Service prioritises its workload and allocates its resources in such a way as
to maximise efficiency and effectiveness. This prioritisation includes particular focus on the
delivery of front-line services and the supervision of Community Service Orders.
The Probation Service has restructured the delivery of Community Service nationally under
the governance of a dedicated Community Service Unit. Besides the 9 dedicated administrative
and probation staff, there are 78 Probation Officers working nationally with a range of duties
including community service. The Probation Service also engages community service supervisors to manage offenders undertaking community service on work projects. As at the end of
January 2013, there were 40 community service supervisor posts nationwide. The recruitment
of an additional 4 supervisors for which sanction was received is ongoing. It is expected that
these posts will be filled shortly.
The Fines Act, 2010 included a number of provisions designed to minimise the level of fine
default and to ensure as far as possible that fine defaulters are not committed to prison, including the imposition of community service. Further measures have been drafted in the Fines
(Amendment) Bill 2012 which will introduce the attachment of earnings of a person whose fine
remains unpaid. Section 15 is being amended to provide for the payment of fines by instalments
as an automatic right rather than having to apply to the Court for the facility.
Personal Insolvency Act
548. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way personal
insolvency practitioners, required under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012, are to be selected
and appointed; if any have been appointed to date; the standard of qualification and experience
required of them; the way they will they be remunerated and on what scale; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8277/13]
19/02/2013WRV03700

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware,
all Personal Insolvency Practitioners (PIPs) will be authorised and regulated by the Insolvency
Service of Ireland, in accordance with Part 5 of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012-Sections 159
to 169.
19/02/2013WRV03800

In Part 5 of the Act, Section 163 sets out how an individual may make application to carry
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on practice as a Personal Insolvency Practitioner, and Section 164 the matters which the Insolvency Service must take into account in deciding whether an applicant should be authorised as
a PIP or whether authorisation is to be refused. The ISI will accept applications only after it has
made Regulations under Section 161 of the Act for the purposes of the control and supervision
of PIPs and the protection of debtors and creditors. It is expected that these Regulations will be
made in the near future. As I have previously stated, I expect that accountants, lawyers and a
broad range of financial advisors may wish to seek regulation as practitioners, but it will not be
confined to these professions. All potential applicants, in addition to their existing professional
qualifications, will have to demonstrate evidence of the applicants’ satisfactory knowledge of
the provisions of the Act and the law generally as it applies in the State relating to the insolvency of individuals and in particular statutory provisions relating to such persons.
The Personal Insolvency Act 2012 reflects the standard approach in any insolvency process,
that the fees of the PIP will be paid out of the funds available to creditors.
Same-sex Marriage

19/02/2013WRV03850

549. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to enable
marriages between same sex couples. [8302/13]
19/02/2013WRV03900

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 521 of 12 February 2013 in which I indicated that legislation providing for same-sex marriage cannot be enacted without an amendment to the Constitution following a decision of the people in a referendum on the matter in accordance with Article 46 of the
Constitution. In this regard the Programme for Government includes a commitment to establish
a Constitutional Convention to consider constitutional reform on a number of issues including
provision for same-sex marriage.
19/02/2013WRV04000

I understand that the Constitutional Convention is expected to consider the issue of samesex marriage in April.
Garda Stations Closures

19/02/2013WRV04050

550. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the recent
announcement regarding Garda closures it includes the previously mooted closure of Harcourt
Terrace Garda Station for which the State was forced to pay compensation to a builder (details
supplied); if he will confirm if the Harcourt Terrace Garda Station is still a station that is to be
closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8328/13]
19/02/2013WRV04100

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2012 proposed the closure of 39 Garda Stations which included Harcourt Terrace.
Harcourt Terrace Garda Station was closed on 31 May 2012.
19/02/2013WRV04200

National Traveller-Roma Strategy

19/02/2013WRV04250

551. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures specific
to the Roma to be included in the National Traveller Roma Integration Strategy in the four areas of education, employment, healthcare and housing; the mechanisms in place or planned to
ensure Traveller and Roma active participation in the development and implementation of the
strategy; the steps being taken to introduce targets, timelines and budget for the implementation
19/02/2013WRV04300
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of Ireland’s National Traveller Roma Integration Strategy. [8342/13]
Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): From Ireland’s perspective,
in relation to Roma specifically, it is important to note that the term “Roma”, as defined by the
Council of Europe, refers to Roma, Sinti, Kale and related groups in Europe, including Travellers and Eastern groups (Dom and Lom), and covers the wide diversity of the groups concerned,
including persons who identify themselves as “Gypsies”. By this definition, the vast majority
of Travellers/Roma in the Irish State are indigenous Irish Travellers. There are no official statistics on the number of Roma in Ireland. A figure of 3,000 (approximately 0.07% of the population) has been cited by the Roma Support Group Pavee Point. However, the vast majority of
Roma in this State are EU citizens and, as such, in terms of immigration controls, are covered
by the provision of the European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) (No. 2) Regulations 2006. Such persons are not required to register their presence in the State.
19/02/2013WRV04400

Ireland’s National Traveller/Roma Strategy was developed following a communication
from the EU Commission entitled “An EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies” (April 2011) which requested that member states would, in proportion to the size of the
Roma population living in their territories and taking into account their different starting points,
adopt or develop further a comprehensive approach to Roma integration.This document thus
includes relevant strategies that already exist in the four crucial areas of education, employment, healthcare and housing. It also mentions initiatives in place in the same areas to assist the
Roma community who are citizens of the European Economic Area and are legally resident in
the country. It should be noted that Traveller representatives are active participants on National
Committees dealing with policy in all four areas and, in this way, were involved in the development of these policies. The Irish Strategy document is envisaged to be a living document and as
time goes on there is nothing to prevent the development and inclusion of new actions in any of
the sectors; however the actions in the Strategy are at present generic actions in relation to the
population covered rather than Roma-specific.
My Department’s role in the Strategy is one of coordination while the development of particular policy and implementation including targets, timelines and budgets as referred to by the
Deputy are a matter for my Government colleagues in the relevant Government Departments.
In the Commission’s assessment of the National Strategies, Ireland was identified as having
a strong monitoring and review mechanism for adapting the strategy. Based on the assessment
of all Member States, a set of policy recommendations in each section points to priorities that
all Member States should further address, depending on their national circumstances, in order
to meet their responsibilities.In this context it is envisaged that further actions will be developed
for Ireland when and where it is deemed necessary.
Garda Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRW00150

552. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality of the 213 Garda
vehicles purchased in 2012, the number of that were marked Garda cars, unmarked Garda cars
and marked Garda vans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8352/13]
19/02/2013WRW00200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.
19/02/2013WRW00300

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy is as
shown in the following table:
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Patrol Vehicles
Marked
183

Patrol Vehicles
Unmarked
20

Vans
Marked
5

Motorbikes
Marked
5

Total
213

As the Deputy will be aware, I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure the total of 213 vehicles
in 2012. In addition, a further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and
fit-out of Garda transport in 2013. This represents a very considerable financial investment in
Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited. It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest
extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to
provide an effective and efficient policing service.
Garda Equipment

19/02/2013WRW00350

553. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the repairs
to Garda mountain bikes for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; his plans to purchase new bikes
in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8353/13]
19/02/2013WRW00400

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and allocation
of Garda resources, including mountain bikes, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the
context of his identified operational requirements. In addition, the Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote.
19/02/2013WRW00500

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the cost of repairing mountain bikes is not compiled centrally and, accordingly, the level of annual Garda expenditure on this service is not
readily available. They further advise that the extraction of the relevant data would require a
disproportionate amount of Garda resources.
I am also informed that the existing mountain bike stock is considered sufficient to meet policing requirements and that, while there are currently no plans to increase the number of such
bikes in 2013, the position is being kept under on-going review.
Garda Resources

19/02/2013WRW00550

554. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to increase
the number of horses in the Garda Mounted Unit; the number of horses that retired in 2012; the
number that are due to retire in 2013; the date the unit last received a new horse; the cost of the
unit for 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8354/13]
19/02/2013WRW00600

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and deployment
of Garda resources, including specialist units, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.
19/02/2013WRW00700

I am advised by the Garda authorities that there are currently 14 horses attached to the Garda
Mounted Unit. Two horses were retired in 2012 and one is due to retire in 2013. The Unit last
acquired a new horse in October 2012.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that the cost of the Garda Mounted Unit for the years
requested by the Deputy is provided in the following table:
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Year
Cost

2009
€1,451,639

2010
€1,144,529

2011
€1,178,183

2012
€1,081,767

I am also advised by the Garda authorities that the operational requirements arising in relation to the Garda Mounted Unit will continue to be kept under on-going review.
Anti-Social Behaviour

19/02/2013WRW00750

555. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will support a plan of action to deal with the anti-social activity (details supplied) in the Dublin 5 area.
[8359/13]
19/02/2013WRW00800

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy. I will contact the Deputy directly
when the report is to hand.
19/02/2013WRW00900

Garda Stations Closures

19/02/2013WRW00950

556. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the
statement by the General Secretary of the Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors that
criminals have told the Garda that they are now targeting rural areas because there is no chance
of meeting a garda, if he will re-consider his recent decision to close down Garda stations and
re-open them without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8362/13]
19/02/2013WRW01000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 5th December 2012,
sets out details of the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the country. 95 of these stations
closed on 31 January and the remaining five will close in the coming months. I fully agree with
the Commissioner’s recommendations and there are no plans to change these decisions.
19/02/2013WRW01100

The Garda Commissioner has stated that the revised structures will continue to support the
Garda community policing philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs. This
centralisation of services will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling arrangements
which, in turn, will provide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining existing Garda
links with communities throughout the country. The objective will be to ensure that the best
possible policing service will continue to be provided to our communities. The Garda Commissioner has also advised that closure of stations will result in some additional 61,000 patrolling
hours being available for operational policing.
Garda Resources

19/02/2013WRW01150

557. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an
update on the provision of a service (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8365/13]
19/02/2013WRW01200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the
deployment of Garda resources are a matter for the Garda Commissioner.
19/02/2013WRW01300

I am advised by the Garda authorities that a mobile Garda clinic is currently operating in
the Broadford area on a trial basis and that details of the service have been circulated within the
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local community.
I am also advised that arrangements are being made for the conversion of a number of Garda
vans to act as mobile Garda offices and these mobile facilities will be brought into operation as
quickly as possible.
Garda management closely monitors the allocation of all policing resources and operational
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure that the optimum use is
made of available resources and that the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that the needs of the Clare Division will continue to be
fully considered in this context.
Marriages of Convenience

19/02/2013WRW01350

558. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he intends
to address the issue of marriages of convenience by way of legislation; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8406/13]
19/02/2013WRW01400

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Marriage of convenience is a
persistent problem and there is no single remedy, either legislative or administrative. The constitutional protection afforded to the institution of marriage makes the possibility of effective
criminal sanctions highly problematic. However it is intended, in the Immigration Residence
and Protection Bill, which I hope to republish later this year, to make a number of provisions
that would make it more difficult for persons engaging in a marriage of convenience to benefit
from it in immigration terms. My colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, is likewise in
the process of looking at possible changes to the Civil Registration Act in order to make such
marriages more difficult to contract. These legislative steps should contribute to reducing the
incentive to seek to engage in such marriages.
19/02/2013WRW01500

Residency Permits
559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress
made to date in the determination of an application for permission to remain the State in the
case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8407/13]
19/02/2013WRW01600

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application from the person concerned
for residence in the State on the sole basis of her marriage to an Irish national is currently under
consideration.
19/02/2013WRW01700

Applications are dealt with in chronological order and I understand that INIS has recently
issued a positive decision in this case.
Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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Garda Strength
560. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the personnel strength
of the Donegal Division of An Garda Síochána that obtained on the 31 December in each of the
years 2002-2012; if he will declare the distributions by station and District that obtained in the
pertinent years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8416/13]
19/02/2013WRW01800

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda
authorities that the personnel strength of each Garda Station in the Donegal Garda Division on
31 December 2002 - 31 December 2012 was as set out in the table below.
19/02/2013WRW01900

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics,
crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional
and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible
Garda service is provided to the public.
District/
Station
Letterkenny
Carrigans
Castlefin
Brocach
Newtowncunningham
Raphoe
Lifford
Ballybofey
Convoy
Buncrana
Burnfoot
Carndonagh
Clonmanny
Malin
Culdaff
Moville
Muff
Milford
Carrigart
Kerrykeel
Kilmacrennan

2002 2003 2004 2005

2006 2007 2008

2009 2010 2011 2012

92

101

94

97

119

129

132

123

114

104

107

8
4
1
3

7
4
1
3

6
4
1
3

5
3
1
3

5
3
1
2

5
4
1
2

5
4
1
4

5
4
1
4

5
4
1
4

5
4
1
3

5
4
0
2

7
15
24

6
17
23

4
15
24

6
14
21

4
15
21

4
15
22

4
13
25

4
13
23

2
16
25

3
17
24

4
15
23

4
34
18
5

4
35
15
4

3
38
13
5

3
41
11
6

3
51
12
5

4
48
14
6

3
50
15
5

4
49
15
5

4
57
5
3

3
50
6
4

3
53
6
3

3

3

3

3

2

2

1

1

1

2

2

3
1
9
4
20
3
3
2

3
1
9
4
23
3
3
2

3
1
8
4
23
2
2
1

2
0
9
6
23
3
2
2

3
0
9
4
24
3
2
2

7
1
9
3
27
3
3
2

5
1
10
4
31
3
3
2

4
0
6
4
28
3
4
2

4
0
6
4
27
3
4
2

3
0
7
4
27
3
4
2

1
0
4
3
26
2
4
1
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District/
Station
Churchill
Dunfanaghy
Craosloch
Falcarragh
Ramelton
Rathmullen
Glenties
Annagry
Ardara
Bunbeag
Burtonport
Clougher
Doochary
Dungloe
Carrick
Gleann
Cholmcille
Ballyshannon
Ballintra
Bundoran
Donegal
Town
Pettigo
Dunkineely
Na Cealla
Beaga
Mount
charles
Total

2002 2003 2004 2005

2006 2007 2008

2009 2010 2011 2012

1
2

0
3

1
4

1
3

1
4

1
4

1
4

1
3

1
3

1
2

1
2

1
6
4
1

1
6
4
1

1
6
4
1

1
7
4
1

1
6
4
1

1
6
4
1

1
6
4
1

1
9
4
0

1
8
4
1

1
9
2
1

1
9
2
1

21
2
3
5
2

24
2
3
6
2

24
2
3
6
2

21
2
3
6
3

22
2
3
7
1

27
2
3
8
2

28
2
3
7
2

26
1
3
8
2

29
1
3
11
1

25
1
3
15
1

19
1
2
14
1

1
1
6
2
2

1
1
5
1
1

1
0
6
1
1

1
0
7
2
1

1
0
9
2
1

1
0
8
2
1

1
0
11
2
1

1
0
12
2
1

1
0
9
2
1

1
0
8
2
1

0
Closed
12
2
1

31

32

33

34

36

35

35

35

47

47

45

1
12
34

1
11
34

2
11
43

2
12
34

2
12
32

2
12
34

2
12
34

2
10
37

2
8
34

2
6
33

1
6
32

4
2

2
2

2
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
0

1
0

0
0

Closed
Closed

6

7

8

7

7

7

6

6

6

6

6

3

3

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

416

424

412

417

448

476

488

468

486

444

427

Road Safety Statistics

19/02/2013WRW01950

561. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has
received a breakdown per month and by district of the Garda statistics on the number of drivers
that were and were not breath-tested after their involvement in a serious road collision; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8419/13]
19/02/2013WRW02000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The most recent and full set of
figures for 2013 in relation to the matter referred to, received by me from the Garda authorities,
19/02/2013WRW02100
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were set out in my response to the Deputy on 7 February, 2013 as set out below.
As I indicated in my response to the Deputy on 13 January, to be of assistance, I have sought
and received a full year set of figures for 2012 insofar as the Deputy’s query is concerned.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that between 1 January, 2012 and 31 December,
2012, there were 208 drivers recorded as being involved in a fatal collision and 403 in a serious
injury collision. The following table illustrates the number of drivers who provided a preliminary breath sample at the scene of a fatal or serious injury collision during that period.
Fatal Collision
Total no. drivers
208
Total no. drivers provided a 80
preliminary breath sample at
collision scene

Serious Injury Collision
403
144

I am further informed that analysis of incidents recorded show that 128 drivers involved
in a fatal collision and 259 drivers involved in a serious injury collision were not tested at the
roadside for a number of reasons. The following table sets out the reasons a preliminary breath
sample was not taken at the roadside at the scene of a fatal or serious injury during the period 1
January, 2012 and 31 December, 2012.
Reason preliminary breath
sample not taken at roadside
Driver deceased
Driver taken to hospital
Garda opinion - testing not required
Medical grounds
Insufficient time / Collision reported at Garda station
Serious injury of driver
Hit and run collision
Gardaí unable to ascertain driver
identity
Sample to be taken at hospital
Sample to be taken at Garda station
No screening device available
within allowed time (1 hour)
Scene of collision not a public
place
Collision not investigated at scene
Total no. drivers who did not provide a preliminary breath sample
at collision scene

Fatal Collision

Serious Injury Collision

74
35
9

136
52

4
2

36
5

1
1
1

12
6
0

1
0

4
3

0

3

0

1

0
128

1
259

I am advised that in respect of those drivers recorded as being involved in a fatal collision
who were not tested at the scene of the collision, 14 drivers subsequently provided a blood/
urine sample at the hospital and 3 drivers subsequently provided a sample at a Garda station.
In total, 93 drivers are recorded as being tested either at the roadside, hospital, or Garda station.
I am also advised that in respect of those drivers recorded as being involved in a serious in392
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jury collision that were not tested at the scene of the collision, 48 drivers subsequently provided
a blood/urine sample at the hospital and 10 drivers subsequently provided a sample at a Garda
station. In total, 200 drivers were recorded as being tested either at the roadside, hospital or
Garda station.
I am further advised by the Garda authorities that each collision can have a very contrasting set of circumstances and the preservation of life is paramount. In that regard, instructions
have been issued to members of an Garda Síochána emphasising the mandatory requirement to
breath test drivers at the scene of both fatal and serious injury collisions taking into account the
particular circumstances arising in incidents of serious injury. I can also inform the Deputy that
my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and I have since received assurances from the Garda authorities that every effort is being made to ensure the relevant legislative provisions are fully complied with. These measures include communication with all Garda
members through a series of instructions and Directives from Garda Headquarters as well as
Monthly Tactical Assessments by Garda management on the level of compliance.
Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

19/02/2013WRW02150

562. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline
Garda initiatives aimed at curbing criminals who move into an area and target vulnerable persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8426/13]
19/02/2013WRW02200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While I am not clear from the
Deputy’s question what specific circumstances he has in mind, the Deputy will be aware that
the Garda Commissioner has established Operation Fiacla to confront the activities of those engaged in burglaries, and in particular mobile gangs who have been targeting particular localities
including the homes of elderly and more vulnerable persons. Operation Fiacla is intelligence
driven, and specific burglary initiatives have been implemented in each Garda Region to target suspect offenders. These initiatives optimise the use of existing structures and local Garda
management ensure that all personnel are fully briefed on the initiative, with Divisional Crime
Management Teams playing a key coordination and implementation role.
19/02/2013WRW02300

I am informed that as of 31 January 2013, 3,903 persons have been arrested and 2,142 persons have been charged with burglary offences under Operation Fiacla, showing that the Garda
Commissioner is effectively deploying the substantial resources available to him in a targeted
approach to confront those engaged in this form of criminality.
In addition to this specific operation, the Garda National Model of Community Policing
plays a key part in responding to crime and is directed and supported each year by the Garda
Síochána Annual Policing Plan. Each Garda District and Divisional Officer also configures its
policing response to local conditions to ensure that an appropriate policing service is delivered
to the area in question, whether it be a rural or urban one. Gardaí continue to work closely with
communities to enhance community safety in a wide range of local fora, including the Joint
Policing Committees, and through programmes such as Community Alert which operates in
cooperation with the programme partners, Muintir na Tíre, and has led to the establishment of
1,345 Community Alert groups countrywide.
It is the Government’s intention to ensure that frontline policing services are maintained at
the highest level possible through the most efficient use of resources. The Deputy will be aware
that the Garda Commissioner is leading a programme of reform in support of this overall objective and he has my full support in this regard.
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Upward Only Rent Reviews

19/02/2013WRW02350

563. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to
Parliamentary Question No. 469 of 22 January 2013, if he will share all analysis and data referred to excluding any legal advice, which his Department considered before deciding not to
proceed with legislation to address the issue of upward only rent reviews; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8434/13]
19/02/2013WRW02400

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The reply to Parliamentary
Question No. 469 of 22 January 2013 did not refer explicitly to analysis or data. Nonetheless,
in the interest of transparency, I am happy to give the Deputy some information on this point.
19/02/2013WRW02500

During the period of development of the proposed legislation regard was had to written and
oral submissions and analytical data on the general issue of upward only rent reviews from a
variety of sources. These included the Society of Chartered Surveyors, Jones Lang LaSalle,
DKM Economic Consultants, Retail Ireland, Retail Excellence Ireland and the Irish Association of Investment Managers. Some of the views referred to were published by the organisation
concerned. In a very limited number of cases views were made available to me on a confidential basis, and I have no plans to put the latter into the public domain. Also borne in mind
was the content of the considerable volume of correspondence received from individuals and
businesses who generally espoused the views of the retail sector. Additionally, my Department
had available to it an economic analysis of possible policy options in relation to the proposal
to abolish upward only rent review clauses in existing leases which had been prepared by the
Department of Finance and which formed part of the deliberative process in the context of the
Government’s consideration of the matter.
EU Directives

19/02/2013WRX00150

564. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to extend
parental leave from 14 to 18 weeks. [8440/13]
19/02/2013WRX00200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer to the reply to Question No. 663 of 5 February 2013 where I indicated that I will shortly publish my proposals to
transpose Parental Leave Directive 2010/18/EU which will extend parental leave from 14 to 18
weeks.
19/02/2013WRX00300

“I assume the Deputy is referring to the revised Parental Leave Directive 2010/18/EU
which gives legal effect to the revised Framework Agreement on Parental Leave, concluded by
the European social partners (BUSINESSEUROPE, UEAPME, CEEP and ETUC). At previously indicated, the Government approved the drafting of a Family Leave Bill to consolidate
with amendments all such leaves including maternity, adoptive, parental and carer’s leave into
one legislative act. This has been included in the Government’s legislative programme.
I will shortly publish my proposals in relation to the transposition of this Directive.”
Garda Strength

19/02/2013WRX00350

565. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current complement of gardaí working in the Longford Garda Division and the way in which that figure
compares to figures from 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8592/13]
19/02/2013WRX00400
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566. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current complement of gardaí attached to the Roscommon part of the Roscommon/Longford Garda Division;
and the way in which that figure compares to the figures in 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8593/13]
19/02/2013WRX00500

567. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current complement of gardaí attached to Boyle Garda District; and the way in which that figure compares
to the figures in 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8594/13]
19/02/2013WRX00600

568. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current complement of gardaí attached to Castlerea Garda District; and the way in which that figure compares to the figures in 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8595/13]
19/02/2013WRX00700

569. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current complement of gardaí attached to Roscommon Garda District; and the way in which that figure
compares to the figures in 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8596/13]
19/02/2013WRX00800

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 565 to 569, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRX00900

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics,
crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional
and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible
Garda service is provided to the public.
I have been informed by the Commissioner that the strengths of each Garda District in the
Roscommon/Longford Garda Division for the years requested by the Deputy are as shown on
the following table.
Division/District
Longford/Roscommon Garda Division
(Total)
Boyle Garda District
Castlerea Garda
District
Roscommon Garda
District
Granard Garda District
Longford Garda
District

2010
301

2011
286

2012
280

41
50

35
46

36
45

92

90

87

42

41

39

76

74

73

Garda Transport Data

19/02/2013WRX00950

570. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date the new
consignment of Garda vehicles for the Roscommon/Longford Garda Division is scheduled to
arrive; the number of vehicles in this new consignment; and the current allocations for the
Roscommon/Longford Garda Division on a county basis. [8597/13]
19/02/2013WRX01000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the time available it has not
been possible for the Garda authorities to supply the information requested by the Deputy. I will
19/02/2013WRX01100
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be in contact with the Deputy when the information is to hand.
Garda Transport Data

19/02/2013WRX01150

571. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the separate allocations in numerical terms of the new Garda vehicles allocated to Roscommon, Castlerea and
Boyle Garda Districts. [8598/13]
19/02/2013WRX01200

572. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
Garda vehicles currently attached to the Roscommon, Castlerea and Boyle Garda Districts; the
breakdown for each of these Garda districts and the way in which these vehicle numbers compare to the figures in 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8599/13]
19/02/2013WRX01300

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 571 and 572 together.
19/02/2013WRX01400

Decisions in relation to the provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the
Garda Commissioner. Responsibility for the efficient deployment of all Garda vehicles in each
Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between Stations as
required by operational circumstances.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that the allocation of Garda vehicles to the Roscommon, Castlerea and Boyle Garda Districts in the periods referred is provided in the following
table:
District
Roscommon
Castlerea
Boyle
Total

18 February
2013
13
7
7
27

Dec. 2012

Dec. 2011

Dec. 2010

14
7
6
27

14
6
5
25

15
7
4
26

The Deputy will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure an additional 171 vehicles,
bringing the total number of vehicles procured in 2012 to 213. The roll out of these vehicles to
Garda Divisions throughout the country is ongoing and in that context, I have been informed
by the Garda authorities that 30 of the vehicles are due to be allocated to the Garda Western
Region which includes the Roscommon/Longford Division. A more detailed breakdown is not
currently available and the Deputy will appreciate that the vehicles will be deployed in line with
operational requirements.
A further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda
transport in 2013. This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport,
particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely
limited. It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible,
An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide an effective and efficient policing service.
Garda Districts

19/02/2013WRX01450
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573. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to amalgamate Boyle and Castlerea Garda Districts. [8600/13]
19/02/2013WRX01500

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with the provisions of the Garda Síochána Acts, proposals to change Garda District geographical boundaries
are a matter in the first instance for the Garda Commissioner, in the context of his Annual Policing Plan.
19/02/2013WRX01600

The Garda Policing Plan for 2013 sets out the Commissioner’s proposals to amalgamate a
number of Garda Districts, including the Castlerea and Boyle Districts. The decision to amalgamate the relevant Districts follows on from a comprehensive review of current District structures carried out by the Garda authorities. This review was designed to identify strategic reforms which would lead to increased efficiencies, improved operational capacity and enhanced
Garda service delivery.
In that context, I am advised by the Garda authorities that, following the amalgamation, a
full and comprehensive policing service will continue to be delivered to the communities concerned.

19/02/2013WRX01650

Court Accommodation Refurbishment

574. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total amount
of money expended in the past ten years in respect of renovation and refurbishment works at the
Court House, Edenderry, Co. Offaly; and if having regard to such sum and to the large catchment area currently served by Edenderry District Court that every consideration will be given
to its continued operation. [8635/13]
19/02/2013WRX01700

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware,
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service. The Act provides that the Service is independent in the performance of its functions, including the maintenance and provision of courthouse facilities.
19/02/2013WRX01800

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have been informed that the Courts Service has not expended any funds in relation to the refurbishment and
renovation of the courthouse in Edenderry in the past ten years. However, a total of €430,000
was spent on completing a capital project in Edenderry Courthouse in 1998.
The Courts Service has indicated that it has been reviewing all aspects of its organisational
and operational structures throughout the country with the specific objective of ensuring that
the Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front line court services and an appropriate level of service to court users. I understand that no court venue has been singled out for or
indeed exempted from the review and that Edenderry courthouse has been identified as a venue
to be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the preparation of a business
case.
In this context the Courts Service has established a general framework within which such
venues are being assessed taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, proximity
to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc. The likely
impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is
also taken into account. The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based on
the criteria applied, could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the
preparation of a business case in respect of each identified venue which has now commenced.
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However, the Courts Service has assured me that no decision in relation to the future of
Edenderry Courthouse will be taken without prior consultation with local interested parties
and court users. This consultation has commenced and the views received will be taken into
account in the decision making process which will be a matter for the Courts Service Board.
Sentencing Policy

19/02/2013WRX01850

575. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the
current indefinite detention of a person (details supplied); the circumstances of their detention;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8674/13]
19/02/2013WRX01900

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The prisoner in question is
detained on a committal order made by the High Court on 4 February 2013. In such circumstances, the Deputy will appreciate that it would be entirely inappropriate for me to comment
on the case.
19/02/2013WRX02000

Prison Committals

19/02/2013WRY00150

576. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
business persons jailed for contempt of court for each of the past five years [8675/13]
19/02/2013WRY00200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy
that I have been informed by the Irish Prison Service that it is not possible to provide the information requested. However, statistics on the number of committals to prison custody as a
result of contempt of court order are set out in the following table. The table covers the years
from 2008 to 2011.
19/02/2013WRY00300

Year
2008
2009
2010
2011

Total
20
21
26
43

Figures for 2012 will be available upon completion of the Irish Prison Service Annual Report.
Departmental Expenditure

19/02/2013WRY00350

577. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the costs to the
State of the jailing of persons for contempt of court. [8676/13]
19/02/2013WRY00400

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The average cost of an available, staffed prison space during 2011, the latest year for which a figure is available, was €65,359
(€70,513 in 2010) a decrease on the 2010 cost of €5,154 or 7.3%. This decrease in average cost
results from reduced expenditure and an increase in the provision of bed capacity.
19/02/2013WRY00500

19/02/2013WRY00550

Prison Committals
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578. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the
circumstances of the detention last year of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8677/13]
19/02/2013WRY00600

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The prisoner in question was
detained on a committal order made by the High Court on 12 June 2012. In such circumstances,
the Deputy will appreciate that it would be entirely inappropriate for me to comment on the
case.
19/02/2013WRY00700

Asylum Seeker Accommodation

19/02/2013WRY00750

579. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamentary Question No. 487 of 12 February 2013, if he will provide details in tabular form of
those persons living in direct provision 36 months and over by year they entered direct provision. [8689/13]
19/02/2013WRY00800

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In my response to Parliamentary Question No. 487 of 12 February, 2013, I provided the Deputy with information pertaining to the numbers of residents in direct provision and their length of stay in that system. This
information indicated that of 4,735 persons residing at that date in direct provision, 2,833 had
been residing there for 36 months or more.
19/02/2013WRY00900

Based on updated statistics from the later date of 19 February, 2013, there are now 4,760
persons in direct provision accommodation centres under contract to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department. As before, the following profile shows the duration
of stay of residents currently in direct provision accommodation centres but it now shows a
breakdown of up to 7 years or more, a male and female resident breakdown and the percentages
involved.
Months
0 <3
3 <6
6 <9
9 <12
12 <18
18 <24
24 <36
36 <48
48 <60
60 <72
72 <84
84+
Total

No.
87
89
89
108
142
107
242
253
382
349
216
219
2283

Female
%
3.8%
3.9%
3.9%
4.7%
6.2%
4.7%
10.6%
11.1%
16.7%
15.3%
9.5%
9.6%
100.0%

No.
147
117
114
138
160
121
255
325
378
313
203
206
2477

Male
%
5.9%
4.7%
4.6%
5.6%
6.5%
4.9%
10.3%
13.1%
15.3%
12.6%
8.2%
8.3%
100.0%

No.
234
206
203
246
302
228
497
578
760
662
419
425
4760

Total*
%
4.9%
4.3%
4.3%
5.2%
6.3%
4.8%
10.4%
12.1%
16.0%
13.9%
8.8%
8.9%
100.0%

(*This profile is based on residents’ most recent entry to the direct provision system. It
does not include past time spent by residents who left the system for a period and subsequently
sought and were granted re-access to the system.)
It is important to note that RIA itself has no function in determining whether someone
should stay or not in its accommodation. Its function is to provide accommodation and related
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services to those who have sought international protection and who otherwise have no means
of supporting themselves.
In essence, RIA accommodates all those who make a claim for international protection and
who seek accommodation until such time as they:
(i) leave voluntarily;
(ii) are removed - either by way of deportation or Dublin II transfer;
(iii) are granted refugee status or subsidiary protection; or
(iv) are granted leave to remain, either through the process set out in the Immigration Act,
1999 or by way of special scheme such as the 2005 IBC scheme.
As I previously outlined, I acknowledge that the length of time spent in direct provision is
an issue to be addressed and I have taken a number of steps to speed up the processing of applications including redeployment of resources, establishment of a legal panel to assist INIS
in processing a cohort of repatriation cases. Further, I plan to republish the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2010 to create a single procedure for the processing of applications.
These steps will help reduce the time a person spends in direct provision while they await a final
decision on their case.
As I also explained, I recently approved an initiative to put in place a panel with legal expertise who will assist INIS in processing a cohort of repatriation cases, thus speeding up the
overall process and reducing the time spent by persons in the direct provision system. I would
expect to see significant dividends, in terms of cases finalised, from this initiative in the coming
months.
Property Services Regulation
580. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a
backlog of applications from auctioneers (details supplied) to the Property Services Regulatory
Authority; his plans to increase the staff numbers on a temporary basis to clear the backlog.
[8697/13]
19/02/2013WRY01000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Property Services Regulatory Authority was formally established on 3 April 2012 pursuant to the Property Services
(Regulation) Act 2011. Under the 2011 Act, any person wishing to engage in the provision
of property services must get a licence from the Authority. The types of property service for
which a licence is required are: the auction of property other than land; the purchase or sale of
land (including buildings or structures on land); the letting of land; and property management
services. Section 99 of the 2011 Act provides that persons, who were lawfully providing a property service prior to the coming into effect of the new licensing system on 6 July 2012, could
continue to provide such property services pending a determination of their licence application
by the Authority.
19/02/2013WRY01100

The initial licensing process has been protracted because a very significant proportion of applications were submitted to the Authority with incomplete information or inadequate supporting documentation, requiring extensive correspondence with applicants. However, I am advised
by the Authority that in the majority of cases, the applicant has been advised of a decision to
either grant or refuse a licence.
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My Department will be making a request to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for an increase in the personnel assigned to the PSRA, on receipt of a business case based
on the outcome of the first licensing round. In the meantime, my Department will continue to
monitor the staffing resources available to the Authority to ensure that it is in a position to fulfil
its statutory responsibilities.
Citizenship Applications

19/02/2013WRY01150

581. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to lower
the costs of citizenship for applicants who have applied for citizenship here; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8716/13]
19/02/2013WRY01200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The prescribed fees to be paid
by applicants on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation were last increased by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship (Fees) Regulations 2008, which came into effect on 1 August 2008.
The standard certification fee is €950 while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an application made on behalf of a minor or in certain circumstances when the application is made
by a widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen. In the case of refugees and
stateless persons no certification fee is charged.
19/02/2013WRY01300

In November 2011, I signed into law Statutory Instrument 569/11, which introduced an application fee of €175 for new applications for a certificate of naturalisation. The application fee
was introduced to contribute towards the costs of processing those applications that do not attract any certification fee and to help reduce the proportion of invalid and ineligible applications
being lodged. The Statutory Instrument also introduced a series of changes to the application
forms, in particular to facilitate applicants who are the civil partners of Irish citizens.
The fees are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved in processing applications for a
certificate of naturalisation. As the Deputy will be aware I have introduced formal citizenship
ceremonies at no extra cost to applicants. These have been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies provide a sense of occasion that serves to underscore the importance to
both the State and the applicant of the granting of Irish citizenship.
I have no plans to alter either the application or certification fee at this time.
Asylum Applications

19/02/2013WRY01350

582. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to
Parliamentary Question No. 556 of 29 January 2013, if the eight persons returned to their last
port of departure from the State were Syrian nationals. [8722/13]
19/02/2013WRY01400

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed that all of the
eight (8) persons referred to in the response to Question No. 556 of 29 January 2013, purported
to being Syrian nationals and each provided an Immigration Officer with details regarding his
or her name and date of birth.
19/02/2013WRY01500

In considering whether to refuse leave to land at Ports of Entry, the Immigration Officer
takes into account matters such as whether the person concerned has applied for asylum in another EU Member State and the authenticity of the documentation presented.
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19/02/2013WRY01550

Penalty Points System

583. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he received a submission from an organisation (details supplied) dated 7 February 2013 in relation to
the penalty points system and Section 63 of the 2010 Road Traffic Act; his views on the submission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8725/13]
19/02/2013WRY01600

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed that the submission referred to by the Deputy has been received by my colleague the Minister for Transport,
Tourism and Sport. In that regard, I understand the issues raised by the organisation will be
considered by our respective Departments in due course.
19/02/2013WRY01700

Garda Stations Closures

19/02/2013WRY01750

584. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the policing plan he
has in place for the Stepaside area, if and when the closure of Stepaside Garda Station goes
ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8777/13]
19/02/2013WRY01800

585. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the numbers of community Gardaí he intends to assign to the Stepaside area, if and when the closure of Stepaside
Garda Station goes ahead; the number of Garda cars that will operate in the area; the number
of additional garda cars that will be allocated to the area; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8778/13]
19/02/2013WRY01900

587. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has decided on a
date for the proposed closure of Stepaside Garda Station; his plans to notify locals in the area of
this date in advance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8780/13]
19/02/2013WRY02000

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 584, 585 and 587 together.
19/02/2013WRY02100

The decision to close 100 Garda stations in 2013 was the result of a comprehensive operational assessment carried out by the Garda Commissioner over a 12 month period and contained
in his Policing Plan 2013, which I laid before the House in November last. The Policing Plan
outlines the Commissioner’s proposals for the continued reorganisation and consolidation of
the Garda station and district network.
It is a matter for the Garda Commissioner to make a final decision on the date of closure of
Stepaside Garda Station and I have no function in that regard.
The Deputy will be aware that Stepaside is in the Blackrock District in the Dublin Metropolitan Eastern Division. It is approximately 8 km from the District Headquarters at Blackrock
Garda Station and approximately 6 km from Dundrum Garda Station. As of 31 January 2013,
there are 35 members of An Garda Síochána assigned to the Stepaside Garda Station. The Commissioner has indicated that these members will, insofar as possible, remain in the Blackrock
District. The majority will be allocated to Dundrum Garda Station and some will be allocated
to Blackrock Garda Station.
The objective of modernising and re-calibrating the Garda station network is to ensure that
Garda resources are used in the best and most efficient way possible, in both rural and urban
areas, to the benefit of all law-abiding people who reside in this State. The freeing up of Gardaí
from desk duties in Stepaside Garda Station will increase the number of Gardaí available for
frontline policing to the benefit of the community there. Nationally, revised policing arrange402
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ments will result in an additional 61,000 operational policing hours in 2013.
The implementation of the reduction in the number of Garda stations and Districts will
take place in full consultation with the local communities and staffing interests. Local Garda
management have engaged and will continue to engage with communities through the Joint
Policing Committees and other fora to advise them of the revised policing arrangements following the closure of any particular Garda station. The objective is to ensure that the best possible
policing service is provided to the public at all times.
Decisions in relation to the provision and deployment of both Garda personnel and transport
are matters for the Garda Commissioner. Responsibility for the efficient deployment of official
Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational circumstances. I understand, however, that
of the new vehicles coming on stream, 22 of these will be allocated to the Dublin Metropolitan
Region. A more detailed breakdown is not currently available and the Deputy will appreciate
that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best
match the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.
The closure of any particular Garda Station will not affect the procedure for the Garda response to emergency calls which will continue as it is at present e.g. in the Dublin Metropolitan
Region (which includes Stepaside) the call to 999 or 112 will initially be taken by BT, who
operate the Emergency Calls Answering Service, and then, if the emergency requires An Garda
Síochána, referred immediately to the Garda Command and Control Centre in Harcourt Square.
The Command and Control Centre will direct the necessary Garda resources to the location of
the emergency. This is done without reference to a Garda station.
In the case of an emergency requiring an urgent Garda response, such as a danger to life or
risk of serious injury, a crime in progress or about to happen or an offender still at the scene
or just left, members of the public should call 999 or 112. Other Crimes should be reported
directly to the nearest Garda Station.

19/02/2013WRY02150

Garda Deployment

586. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the costs involved in
transferring both gardaí and their equipment radios, uniforms and so on, currently stationed at
Stepaside Garda Station to surrounding Garda Stations; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8779/13]
19/02/2013WRY02200

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, Stepaside Station is currently fully operational and I am informed by the Garda authorities that at
this stage it is not possible to provide an accurate estimate of the costs that will be associated
with transferring the relevant Garda personnel and equipment to other locations. However, the
Garda authorities have also indicated that the costs involved are not expected to be significant.
19/02/2013WRY02300

Question No. 587 answered with Question No. 584.
Garda Vetting Applications

19/02/2013WRY02450

588. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
explain the fee structure in relation to applications for vetting disclosures under the National
19/02/2013WRY02500
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Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012; if a defined fee structure is in
place for applications for vetting disclosures made to the newly established National Vetting
Bureau; the reason for the imposition of charges on applicants; if these charges will be fixed in
the longer term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8814/13]
Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): No fees are charged at present
in relation to vetting.
19/02/2013WRY02600

As the Deputy will be aware, the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 was enacted in December 2012. The Act provides for the establishment of a
National Vetting Bureau to take over the role currently performed by the Garda Central Vetting
Unit.
Section 32 of the Act provides for the making of regulations prescribing fees for certain purposes. The section is clearly an enabling provision. I have no immediate plans for the drafting
of any such regulations.
Drugs Seizures

19/02/2013WRY02650

589. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has estimates
of the amount and value of prescription drugs seized by An Garda Síochána on an annual basis
and the possible sources of the prescription drugs seized; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8822/13]
19/02/2013WRY02700

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by
the Deputy is published on an annual basis in the Annual Report of An Garda Síochána, which
are available at www.garda.ie.
19/02/2013WRY02800

Further to the currently available information, I am informed that provisional figures for the
period 1 January to 30 June 2012 have been prepared and these are provided in the following
table.
Generally speaking there are a number of ways in which prescription drugs can become
available on the illegal market, including both their illegal importation into the State but also
the diversion of the domestic legal supply of prescription drugs.
In tackling this illicit trade, An Garda Síochána continues to works closely with all of the
relevant State agencies tasked with the enforcement of Misuse of Drugs legislation and Medicines legislation including the Revenue Customs Service and the Irish Medicines Board.
Furthermore, I can advise the Deputy that the illicit trade in prescription drugs has given
rise to a recent review of our legislative provisions governing the supply of such drugs. In this
regard, my Department is liaising closely with the Department of Health, who have the primary
legislative responsibility in this area.
Arising from the review, proposals are currently being developed which will result in a
tightening of the controls on the supply and use of these drugs, as deemed necessary, bearing in
mind the need to maintain their legitimate use as appropriate.
Prescription Drug Seizures made by An Garda Síochána - 2012 Quarters 1 & 2*
Drug
Grams
Tablets/Capsules
Value
Alprazolam
4,926
€9,852
Bromazepam
1
€1
404
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Drug
Chlordiazepoxide
Clobazam
Clonazepam
Diazepam
Dihydrocodeine
Flunitrazepam
Fluoxetine
Flurazepam
Lormetazepam
Morphine
Oxycodone
Phenacetin
Phenobarbitone
Temazepam
Triazolam
Amylobarbitone
Tramadol
Benzocaine
Sildenafil
Zolpidem
Zopiclone

Grams

Tablets/Capsules
5
638
627
182,037
293
1,685
11
777
38
48
207
0
10
81
243
35
10
499
93
192
10,059

286

14,026

3

Value
€5
€638
€627
€182,322
€293
€3,370
€11
€1554
€76
€48
€207
€14,026
€10
€81
€243
€35
€10
€499
€93
€384
€20,127

TOTAL
€234,512
* Information based on analysis carried out at the Forensic Science Laboratory during the
period 1 January to 30 June 2012. This data is deemed to be provisional.
Garda Investigations

19/02/2013WRY02850

590. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an investigation by a person (details supplied) into the theft of cannabis by gardaí based at Henry
Street Garda Station, County Limerick and Roxborough Garda Station, County Limerick, has
resulted in a file being sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8866/13]
19/02/2013WRY02900

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed that An Garda
Síochána is aware of the allegations referred to which are the subject of investigation. The
Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the matter
at this stage.
19/02/2013WRY03000

Legal Aid Service Expenditure

19/02/2013WRY03050

591. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total cost
of providing free legal aid to persons who have been convicted of one or more previous convictions for the years 2011 and 2012 within the District Courts and Circuit Courts here; and the
number of persons in total that availed of aid within the aforementioned categories. [8870/13]
19/02/2013WRY03100
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Total expenditure on Criminal
Legal Aid for 2012 came to €50.5 million, a reduction of 10% over 2011 (€56.1million). This
reduction in the annual expenditure is the largest ever recorded and represents a fall of approximately €10 million, or 16%, over the peak recorded in 2009.
19/02/2013WRY03200

Under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act, 1962, the courts, through the judiciary, are
responsible for the granting of legal aid. An applicant for legal aid must establish to the satisfaction of the court that his/her means are insufficient to enable him/her to pay for legal aid
him/herself. The 1962 Act specifies that the court must also be satisfied that, by reason of the
“gravity of the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in the interests of justice
that the applicant should have legal aid. An applicant’s previous convictions are not a criterion
under the Act and the information sought by the Deputy could not be obtained without a disproportionate use of resources. Criminal prosecutions originate in the District Court and I can
inform the Deputy that the District Courts granted 54,092 criminal legal aid certificates in 2011
and 49,639 in 2012. More than one certificate may be granted to any one person.
The Deputy will appreciate that an accused person who faces serious charges is entitled to
a fair trial and the presumption of innocence and if he/she cannot afford to pay for legal representation there is a right to legal aid. Under the Constitution, the State is obliged to provide an
accused person with the means to obtain appropriate legal representation. In addition, Article
6(3)(c) of the European Convention on Human Rights provides that every person charged with
a criminal offence is entitled to defend him/herself in person or through legal assistance of his/
her own choosing or, if he/she has insufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it
free when the interests of justice so require. The Deputy will appreciate that the criminal legal
aid scheme must operate with due regard to these rights and that any unreasonable block on legal aid could give a convicted defendant an avenue for appeal or prohibition of the prosecution.
My overriding concern is to ensure that no risk arises in relation to the prosecution of persons
charged with criminal offences before the courts.
Garda Deployment

19/02/2013WRY03250

592. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Members
of the Northern Ireland Executive, who travel to or through this State for official functions and
transit purposes receive Garda escorts from and to the Border; if escorts are provided to Northern Ireland Executive Ministers, whether the escort costs borne by this State; if he will provide
details of the escort costs for Northern Ireland Executive Members in 2012; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8907/13]
19/02/2013WRY03300

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate
that it is not the practice, and it would be contrary to the public interest, to comment on matters
of a security related nature. Operational decisions in relation to the fulfilment of protection duties are a matter for the Garda authorities.
19/02/2013WRY03400

Defence Forces Review

19/02/2013WRY03450

593. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Defence if he will raise the age limit
for joining the Navy and Army to at least 30 years old; in view of the fact that this would give
young persons who have been made redundant the opportunity to gain meaningful employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8179/13]
19/02/2013WRY03500

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The 2000 White Paper on Defence and the

19/02/2013WRY03600
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earlier Defence Forces Review Implementation Plan both identified the requirement to address
the age profile in the Defence Forces. A key element in military life is the need for personnel
to maintain a level of fitness for combat readiness. This requirement must be balanced with the
need to retain experience and expertise, particularly at managerial level in the Defence Forces.
The upper age limit for enlistment in the Army is under 25 years of age on the date of enlistment and for the Naval Service it is under 27 years of age on the date of enlistment. These
limits are determined on the basis that the essential functions of the Permanent Defence Force
requires that its members be composed of able-bodied personnel of an age which is commensurate with the functional requirements of the organisation.
The Military Authorities have advised that these upper age limits have proven suitable for
the requirements for a modern Defence Forces which is actively involved in operations at home
and on Peace Support Operations overseas. It is their view that an upper age limit for enlistment
of 30 years of age would not be suitable to Defence Forces requirements.
I am satisfied that the existing upper age requirements for recruitment to the Permanent
Defence Force are appropriate.
Ministerial Appointments
594. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Defence the details of all appointments
made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him
since taking office, including the State owned banks and the Judiciary. [8116/13]
19/02/2013WRY03700

595. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Defence the details of the qualifications of
all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and Judiciary for the
appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8134/13]
19/02/2013WRY03800

596. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Defence the number of appointees and
the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all
other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and the
Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8152/13]
19/02/2013WRY03900

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 594 to 596,
inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRY04000

The Army Pensions Board is the only State Board under the aegis of my Department.
The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body established under the Army
Pensions Act, 1927. The Act specifies that the Board shall consist of a chairman and two ordinary members. The two ordinary members must be qualified medical practitioners. The Army
Pensions Act 1927 specifies that one of the ordinary members must be an officer of the Army
Medical Corps. The chairman and the non-military ordinary member are appointed by the Minister for Defence with the concurrence of the Minister for Finance. The Army Medical Corps
ordinary member is appointed by the Minister for Defence on the recommendation of the Chief
of Staff of the Defence Forces.
The position of Army Medical Corps ordinary member became vacant due to retirement in
2011, and I appointed Commandant Adam Lagun to the Board on the recommendation of the
Chief of Staff. Details of Commandant Lagun’s appointment to the Army Pensions Board were
published in the Iris Oifigiúil on 13 January 2012.
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The Civil Defence Board was identified in the Public Service Reform Plan as a body to be
abolished. I appointed an interim Board as a temporary measure from 2011 and in this context
none of the positions were advertised. Legislation was passed by the Oireachtas in December
2012 for the dissolution of the Board and the transfer of its functions back to the Department
of Defence.
Membership of the interim Board appointed in 2011 is set out in the following table:
Name
Civil Defence Board Chairperson
Mr. Brian Spain, Director, Department of
Defence
Civil Defence Board Members
Mr. Cathal Duffy, Principal Officer, Department of Defence
Ms. Clare Tiernan, Principal Officer, Department of Defence
Mr. Robert Mooney, Principal Officer, Department of Defence
Mr. Bill Smith, Director General, Civil
Defence Board
Mr. Ned Gleeson, County Manager, Limerick City Council
Mr. Keith Leonard, Assistant Fire Advisor
Dr. Barbara Rafferty
Ms. Becci Cantrell
Ms. Veronica Forde, Assistant Civil Defence Officer
Lt. Col. Tony Kelly, SSO, Defence Forces
Chief Superintendent Orla Mc Partlin, An
Garda Síochána
Mr. Fergal Conroy
Ms. Eileen Joyce

Nominating Bodies
Nominated by Minister for Defence

Nominated by the Minister for Defence
Nominated by the Minister for Defence
Nominated by the Minister for Defence
Appointed as Director General, Civil Defence Board
Nominated by City & County Managers
Association
Nominated by the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government
Nominated by Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland
Nominated by the Environmental Protection
Agency
Nominated by the Civil Defence Officers
Association
Nominated by the Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces
Nominated by the Commissioner of An
Garda Síochána
Elected volunteer member of Civil Defence
Elected staff member of the Civil Defence
Board

19/02/2013WRY04050

Departmental Expenditure
597. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular
form the total cost of all conferences and seminars attended by his Department in 2012 including a breakdown of the purpose of each conference/seminar; the location; the number of delegates that attended from his Department/agencies or otherwise that were represented and the
total cost of each conference/seminar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8301/13]
19/02/2013WRY04100

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by the Deputy is
set out as follows.
19/02/2013WRY04200
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Purpose of Conference/Seminar
HR Symposium
dealing with HR related issuesdirected
towards HR Practitioners
International Defence & Security
Conference
UN European Seminar on Risk Management for CivilProtection and Disaster
Management Experts.
Public Procurement Practice & Procedure
Crisis Support for
Individuals, Families
& First Responders
following a mass
casualty disaster
ACCA/CIPFA
Seminar - Achieving Reform for the
Public Sector

Location

Number of Delegates
2

Total Cost

10 St James Square,
London

1

€1,148.25

Europaische Akademie, Berlin

1

€1,652.91

Trinity College,
Dublin
Novotel Hotel, Nottingham, UK

3

€380.00

1

€290.76

IPA Training & Edu- 1
cation Centre,Dublin

€310.00

Shelbourne Hotel,
Dublin 2

Purpose of Confer- Location
ence/Seminar
RUSI Blue Lights
RUSI Building,
Air Assets – UK
London
Security in 2012 and
beyond

Number of Delegates
1

€350.00

Total Cost
€295.14

Dealing & Negotiating with Employee
Representatives
Mock Employment
Appeal Tribunal
Hearing

Legal island Training 2
Centre, Dublin

€653.80

South Bank House,
Barrow St,Dublin 4

1

€95.00

Workplace Mediation – solving workplace disputes and
conflict

Radisson Blu Hotel,
Dublin Airport

1

€245.00
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Purpose of Conference/Seminar
Legal Island Conference – HR Practitioners dealingwith
absence from work
Legal Island Conference – HR Practitioners dealingwith
absence from work
Workshop on Critical Incident Stress
Management
Equality & Law in
Ireland update 2012
– in-depth analysis of employment
equality law developments
Equality & Law in
Ireland update 2012
– in-depth analysis of employment
equality law developments
The Future of HR in
the Public Sector –
an annual conference
on the future of HR
Annual Review of
Employment Law
– a comprehensive
Update of employment law
Courtroom Training
Skills – a guide to
being an effective
Witness in a legal
forum
Practical Simulation
Workshop on exercising the Critical
Incident Stress Management Response
Speed Reading
Seminar – efficient
reading techniques
for increased productivity

Location

Number of Delegates
2

Total Cost

Raddison Blu, Dublin Airport

2

€550.00

NUI Maynooth

2

€70.00

Raddison Blu, Dublin Airport

1

€455.00

Raddison Blu, Dublin Airport

2

€950.00

Western Hotel Col- 1
lege Green, Dublin 2

€276.75

Red Cow Hotel,
Dublin

€1,010.00

Radisson Blu Hotel,
Dublin Airport

2

€550.00

25 Mountjoy Square, 1
Dublin

€295.00

NUI Maynooth

4

€105.00

25 Mountjoy Square, 2
Dublin

€450.00
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Purpose of Conference/Seminar
Speed Reading
Seminar – efficient
reading techniques
for increased productivity
Report Writing
Seminar - efficient
report writingTechniques for increased
productivity
Conference on dealing withIncident and
Emergency Response Management
Practical Compliance Conference
in relation to Data
Protection

Location

Number of Delegates
25 Mountjoy Square, 3
Dublin

Total Cost

25 Mountjoy Square, 1
Dublin

€225.00

Irish Management
Institute, Dublin 16

1

€436.65

The Gibson Hotel,
Dublin 1

2

€1,840.75

Total

€13,310.01

€675.00

19/02/2013WRY0

Defence Forces Training

4250

598. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Defence the arrangements in place between the Defence Forces and third level institutions regarding education, training and accreditation of members of the Defence Forces; if he will provide a list of the institutions, courses and
costs involved in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8401/13]
19/02/2013WRY04300

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It was not possible to provide the information sought by the Deputy in the time available. My Department is currently seeking to compile
an accurate reply and I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it comes to
hand.
19/02/2013WRY04400

Defence Forces Retirement Scheme

19/02/2013WRZ00150

599. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Defence if pre-retirement programmes
and or advice and support are given to members of the Defence Forces prior to their retirement;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8417/13]
19/02/2013WRZ00200

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the military authorities that
a Pre-Retirement Briefing Package is offered to Defence Forces personnel who are due to retire,
or are considering retirement, to assist with their transition to civilian life. The Pre-Retirement
Briefings Package is available to Defence Forces personnel of all ranks.
19/02/2013WRZ00300

Overseas Missions

19/02/2013WRZ00350

600. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the number of Defence

19/02/2013WRZ00400
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Force deployments, involving personnel, there were to Cyprus, Lebanon, Kosovo and Bosnia
since 1 January 2000; and of those deployments, the number of personnel of Private and NCO
ranks involved, after eliminating double counting for those who served on more than one tour.
[8885/13]
601. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the number of Defence
Force deployments involving personnel, there were to Eritrea, East Timor, Liberia and Chad
since 1 January 2000; and of those deployments, the number of personnel of Private and NCO
ranks were involved, after eliminating double counting for those who served on more than one
tour. [8886/13]
19/02/2013WRZ00500

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 600 and
601 together.
19/02/2013WRZ00600

It was not possible to provide the information sought by the Deputy in the time available.
My Department is currently seeking to compile an accurate reply and I will provide the information directly to the Deputy once it comes to hand.
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

19/02/2013WRZ00650

602. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo may expect to have a decision on their disadvantaged area scheme appeal; if he will expedite this appeal; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8063/13]
19/02/2013WRZ00700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units
per forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard. The
person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS
Appeals Committee. The Committee is currently adjudicating on this appeal and the person
named will be notified of the outcome, in writing, once this adjudication is completed.
19/02/2013WRZ00800

Ministerial Appointments
603. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the details of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the Judiciary.
[8112/13]
19/02/2013WRZ00900

604. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the details of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial
bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned
banks and Judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8130/13]
19/02/2013WRZ01000

605. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State
owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8148/13]
19/02/2013WRZ01100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to

19/02/2013WRZ01200
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take Questions Nos. 603 to 605, inclusive, together.
Since May 2011, a notification has been placed on my Department’s website inviting expressions of interest from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State Bodies
under the aegis of my Department. On 7 September 2012 last, I placed an advertisement in the
National Newspapers inviting expressions of interest. All expressions of interest lapse at the
end of the calendar year.
In making any board appointments, I am not necessarily confined to those who make such
expressions of interest but ensure that all of those appointed have the relevant mix of knowledge and expertise to contribute to the relevant board.
In the case of a number of bodies, some board appointments, while made by me, are not at
my sole discretion and, instead, individuals are nominated for appointment by me by various
organisations as specified in the relevant statute. These are the Aquaculture Licensing Appeals
Board, Bord Bia, Teagasc, National Milk Agency, Veterinary Council of Ireland and Horse Racing Ireland.
The information sought by the Deputy is outlined in the table below as at 19 February 2013:
Body/
Agency

No of
Board
Members

Aqua7
culture
Licensing
Appeals
Board

No of
Board
appointments
since
March
2011
4

Name

Date Appointed

Qualifications

Brendan Brice

9 November
2011
23 February 2012

Chartered Civil
Engineer

Camilla Keane

Sean Murphy

1 January
2013

Michael Sweeney

1 January
2013

Michael Carey
(Chair)

19 November 2011
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Interest’ appointments

Nonenominations
Natural Environ- made
ment Researcher by preand Caseworker scribed
Officer
organiCEO NUTRECO sations
(Ireland)
from
Fishfeed for Fish which
Farming.
Minister
Operations
made
Manager-Odlum appointGroup
ments
Agricultural Consultant in rural
and alternative
industrial development
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Body/
Agency

No of
Board
Members

An Bord
Bia

15

No of
Board
appointments
since
March
2011
10 (
including the
Chair)

Name

Date Appointed

Qualifications

Gary Brown

7 October
2011

Michael Cronin

7 October
2011

Rhona Holland

7 October
2011

John King
ston

7 October
2011

Brody Sweeney

7 October
2011

EX Chairman
NoneJacob’s Fruitfield nominations
CEO Below the made
Line Marketing
by prescribed
Dairy Sector
organisations
from
Marketing Direc- which
tor Global Intel- Minister
ligence
made
Dairy /Beef
appointFarmer
ments

John Comer

7 February
2012
28 March
2012
24 March
2012

Mary J Byrne
John Bryan

Bord
Iascaigh
Mhara

6

1

John Horgan

7 December 2012

Kieran Calnan
(Chair)

13 June
2012

Philip Meaney
(Chair)

12 April
2011
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Interest’ appointments

Consumer Foods
President ICMSA
Principal Officer, Department
of Agriculture,
Food & the Marine
President IFA
Chief Executive
Kepak
Currently President of SWS Ltd
and was previously Senior
Manager and
CEO with same
company

None

19 February 2013

Body/
Agency

No of
Board
Members

No of
Board
appointments
since
March
2011

Name

Bord na
gCon

7

6(
Matt Murphy
including
the Chair) Brendan Moore
Tim Gilbert
Tony McNamee

Coillte

9

3(
including the
Chair)

Date Appointed

Qualifications

‘Expression of
Interest’ appointments

2 December
2011
2 December
2011

Appointments made
at Minister’s discretion from persons
with an interest in
grey hound racing.

None

2 December
2011
2 December
2011

William O’Dwyer
Brendan McKenna
(Chair)

12 June 2012
8 October
2012

Oliver McCabe

24 October
2011
- Resigned
from board
with effect
from 1
November
2012

David Gunning

25 May
2012

Formerly Chief
None
Executive of
Abbott Ireland
Manufacturing
Operations and is
a past President
of the Chambers
of Commerce
Ireland. He has
previously served
as Chairman of
Coillte from 26
June 2002 to 25
June 2007 and
from 9 October
2007 to 8 October 2012.
Appointed as a
worker representative
Chief Executive of Coillte
since July 2006
and has previously served as
a Director on the
Board from 25
July 2006 until
24 July 2011.
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Body/
Agency

No of
Board
Members

Horse
Racing
Ireland

14

No of
Board
appointments
since
March
2011
3

Name

Date Appointed

Noel Meade

8 February All nominations
2012
from the Horse
Neville O’Byrne 8 February Racing industry
2012
Mary O’Connor

Irish
National
Stud
Marine
Institute

National
Milk
Agency

Qualifications

8 February
2012
-

7

0

-

9

2

Paul Hyde

1 June
2012

Architect

David Owen

4 December 2012

Chartered Accountant

14 including
Chair

6

Elected Members
Denis Fagan

Producer representatives are
23 January elected to the
2012
board of the
Eamonn Mc
23 January National Milk
Enteggart
2012
Agency. Other
members are
Padraig Mulligan 23 January nominated by
2012
various interest
bodies.
Timothy Cash23 January
man
2012
Jerome Crowley
Nominated
Members

Sea Fish- 3
eries Protection
Authority

1

‘Expression of
Interest’ appointments
None

Both
appointments
were
from
‘expressions of
interest’
None

23 January
2012

Eoghan Sweeney 23 January
2012
Dr Susan Steele With efZoology graduate Yes
fect from
4 March
2013
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Body/
Agency

No of
Board
Members

No of
Board
appointments
since
March
2011

Name

Date Appointed

Qualifications

‘Expression of
Interest’ appointments

Teagasc

11

4

Thomas Cooke

5 October
2011

Farmer and ICMSA representative

Dr Karina Pierce

9 January
2013

Lecturer in Dairy
Production in
UCD’s School of
Agriculture

3 of the
appointments
were
from
‘expressions of
interest’

Brendan Gleeson

9 January
2013

Principal Officer in
the Department of
Agriculture, Food
and the Marine

Tom Tynan

9 January
2013

Michael Sheahan

1 January
2012
1 January
2012
1 January
2012
1 January
20122
1 December
2011
27 August
2012

Veterinary 19
Council

6

Peadar Ó’Scanaill
Michael Sadlier
Deirdre Campion
Martin Blake
Crionna Creagh
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Senior Manager
in Origin Enterprises, Aryzta AG,
(formerly IAWS
Group plc) and
Golden Vale plc
All must be registered veterinary
practitioners and
elected by the
membership
Chief Veterinary
Officer of the
Department of
Agriculture, Food
and the Marine
LLB (Hons); MA
Medical Law &
Ethics appointed
by the Minister in
accordance with
Section 16(1) and
Section 17(2) of
the Veterinary
Practice Act 2005
after the National
Consumer Agency
did not furnish a
nomination.

None
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No appointments to the following State Bodies have been made since March 2011:
- Irish National Stud
- National Milk Agency – members elected rather than appointed
Directors of State Bodies who are officials of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine do not receive board fees.
Body/
Agency

No of
Board
Members

Book Mak- 5
ers Appeal
Committee

No of
Board
appointments
since
March
2011
1(Chair)

Name

Date Appointed

Qualifications

Peter Allen 17 Novem- Solicitor
ber 2011

‘Expression of
Interest’
appointments
None

Book Makers Appeal Committee Chair shall be a judge or a practising barrister or solicitor
of at least 7 years standing.
19 February 2013
Ownership of Coillte Lands

19/02/2013WRZ01250

606. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if his Department is in the process of selling forestry land (details supplied) in County Louth;
the reason for any such sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8167/13]
19/02/2013WRZ01300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is not in the process of selling the forestry lands indicated by the Deputy. The bulk of the
State’s forestry estate was vested in Coillte, in accordance with the Forestry Act 1988, upon the
company’s establishment in 1989.
19/02/2013WRZ01400

Day-to-day operational matters, such as the sale and acquisition of land which take place
regularly, are the responsibility of that company. My Department has, however, been advised by
Coillte that it is not in the process of selling any lands at the location mentioned.
Question No. 607 withdrawn.
Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ01650

608. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when persons (details supplied) in County Galway will receive their REP scheme payment;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8184/13]
19/02/2013WRZ01700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named has been a participant in REPS 4 since 1 August 2009 and has received payment for the
19/02/2013WRZ01800
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first three years of the contract.
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes,
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. These checks have been completed in respect of 2012 and I expect payment to issue to the person named shortly.
Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ01850

609. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the position regarding the agri-environment options scheme and disadvantaged area payment
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8190/13]
19/02/2013WRZ01900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect
from the 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €430.44 and €2,582.77 issued in respect
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.
19/02/2013WRZ02000

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes,
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. These checks have been completed and full payment totalling €2,322.15 issued to the person named in respect of 2012 in
February 2013.
However following a review of the file of the person named the tree planting option, which
was originally rejected from the application of the person named has been re-instated. Additional payments are due to the person named in respect of both 2011 and 2012 as a consequence
of this decision and officials in my Department are now making arrangements to issue these
outstanding payments as soon as possible.
Insofar as the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme is concerned the person named successfully
applied for derogation in regard to the 2011 stocking density but payment had not issued as the
holding did not satisfy the 2012 Scheme minimum stocking density requirements.
An Official from my Department had been in direct contact with the person named with
regard to the submission of the Original Donkey Passports. Following receipt and processing
of these passports, the applicant has now been cleared for payment. This payment will issue
directly to the Nominated Bank Account of the person named.
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ02050

610. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
a person (details supplied) in County Clare will receive their disadvantaged area based payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8255/13]
19/02/2013WRZ02100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the
person named successfully applied for derogation in regard to the 2011 stocking density, payment has not issued as the holding does not satisfy the 2012 Scheme minimum stocking density
requirements. My Department has been in direct contact with the advisor of the person named
to clarify the matter.
19/02/2013WRZ02200
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Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

611. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
a person (details supplied) in County Clare will receive their REP scheme payment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8256/13]
19/02/2013WRZ02300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named has been in REPS 4 since 1 December 2007 and has received payment for the first four
years of his plan.
19/02/2013WRZ02400

REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to
EU regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be completed
before payments can issue. This process on the file of the person named is nearing completion
and payment will issue shortly.
Single Payment Scheme Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRZ02450

612. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number of single farm payment applications received for County Kerry in 2012; the number awarded; the number disallowed; the number awaiting decision-under appeal; the value of
these; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8258/13]
19/02/2013WRZ02500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data
sought is being compiled and collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy immediately
it is available.
19/02/2013WRZ02600

Single Payment Scheme Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRZ02650

613. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
total number of single farm payment applications received in 2012; the number awarded; the
number disallowed; the number awaiting decision-under appeal; the value of these; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8259/13]
19/02/2013WRZ02700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data
sought is being compiled and collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy immediately
it is available.
19/02/2013WRZ02800

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRZ02850

614. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number of disadvantaged area scheme applications received for County Kerry in 2012; the
number awarded; the number disallowed; the number awaiting decision-under appeal; the value
of these; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8260/13]
19/02/2013WRZ02900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data
sought is being compiled and collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy immediately
it is available.
19/02/2013WRZ03000

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRZ03050
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615. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
total number of disadvantaged area scheme applications received in 2012; the number awarded;
the number disallowed; the number awaiting decision-under appeal; the value of these; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8264/13]
19/02/2013WRZ03100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data
sought is being compiled and collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy immediately
it is available.
19/02/2013WRZ03200

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ03250

616. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
position regarding an agri-environment option scheme grant in respect of a person (details supplied); when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8265/13]
19/02/2013WRZ03300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect
from the 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €833.32 and €4,999.97 issued in respect
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.
19/02/2013WRZ03400

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes,
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks for 2012 an
issue was discovered in relation to the claimed areas on the Natura Owned action. Officials in
my Department are currently investigating this issue with the intention of finalising the application of the person named and issuing payment as soon as possible.
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ03450

617. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further
to Parliamentary Question No. 866 of 16 January 2013, when payment will issue to a person
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8349/13]
19/02/2013WRZ03500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the necessary registration of the premises of the person named and associated processes has only recently
been finalised, processing of the application concerned under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas
Scheme has now been concluded.
19/02/2013WRZ03600

Payment will, therefore, issue in coming days, directly to the nominated bank account.
Harbours and Piers Expenditure

19/02/2013WRZ03650

618. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will provide an update on the restoration works to the Bulls Nose Pier on Cape Clear Island,
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8412/13]
19/02/2013WRZ03700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Work on the
various consents for development works at Cape Clear is ongoing. In October 2012 a planning application for development works at Cape Clear was lodged with Cork County Council
and an application for a Foreshore Licence was submitted to the Department of Environment,
19/02/2013WRZ03800
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Community and Local Government. The outcome of both these processes is awaited. A Waste
Registration Certificate to deal with the dredge material must also be obtained and this application is also ongoing.
In addition an application was made to the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
for Ministerial Consent under Section 14 of the Monuments Acts 1930 – 2004 to undertake the
proposed works at North Harbour, Cape Clear and this consent has been granted. The project
at Bulls Nose Pier, Cape Clear is progressing as planned.
Single Payment Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ03850

619. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
the land entitlements of a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be restored to the 2011
totals, following the inspection by an official from his Department to the farm last week in order
that they may receive the correct payments for the single farm payment, the agri-environment
option scheme payment, and that they will be within the permitted nitrates levels; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8436/13]
19/02/2013WRZ03900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An error was
identified in relation to an aspect of the area being claimed by the person named under the 2012
Single Payment Scheme. However, payment has already been made (advance on 16 October
2012 and balance on 3 December 2012) insofar as possible at this stage. In addition, my Department has recently been in contact with the applicant regarding the outstanding issue and a
response from the applicant is awaited. The issue relating to compliance with permitted nitrates
limits cannot be determined until the aspect referred to above has been resolved.
19/02/2013WRZ04000

The person named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options
Scheme with effect from the 1 September 2011. No payments have issued to date. LPIS parcels and areas validated by the Single Payment Scheme are used for the purpose of effecting
Agri- Environment Options Scheme Payments. During a cross-check with the Land Parcel
Identification System, a query arose in respect of land parcels declared for 2011 which requires
digitisation of the areas concerned. The person named has been contacted by Single Payment
Scheme in relation to this issue. The AEOS application will be processed further upon receipt
of a response from the person named.
Semi-State Bodies Privatisation

19/02/2013WRZ04050

620. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
position regarding his proposals to privatise Coillte; if a shortlist of purchasers has been identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8452/13]
19/02/2013WRZ04100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The proposal
by the Government is that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale, not that the company be privatised.
19/02/2013WRZ04200

Further to the Government’s decision as outlined, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its NewERA Unit, has been actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform and my Department to examine the financial and other implications of
a potential transaction.
Substantial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets
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involved, the determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights. The outcome of the overall analysis will be
considered by the Government upon its conclusion; no decision has been taken as yet.
Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRZ04250

621. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their suckler premium payment
following the submission of additional information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8456/13]
19/02/2013WRZ04300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named registered fifteen animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme. During the validation
process, an issue arose regarding the adherence to the requirements of the Scheme in relation to
the weaning of the animals. The person named subsequently submitted additional information
to my Department, and upon further review, the case was cleared for payment. Payment issued
to the person named on 13 February 2013.
19/02/2013WRZ04400

19/02/2013WRAA00150

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

622. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position regarding an application under the agri-environment option scheme 3 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8457/13]
19/02/2013WRAA00200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my
Department on 4 December 2012.
19/02/2013WRAA00300

The initial processing of the applications has been completed and acknowledgement letters
have issued to all applicants. The detailed actions listed in each application are currently being recorded and all applications will be ranked and selected according to the predetermined
selection criteria. This process is expected to take several weeks and letters will issue to all applicants informing them of the outcome of the selection process in due course.
Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRAA00350

623. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
2012 REP scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; the reason
for the delay in issuing payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8527/13]
19/02/2013WRAA00400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named commenced REPS 4 in March 2009 and received payment for the first three years of
their contract.
19/02/2013WRAA00500

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be
completed before any payments can issue. Following the administrative check an issue was discovered is relation to Supplementary Measure 10 which promotes biodiversity on grassland by
encouraging mixed grazing. A letter issued to the person named on 17 December 2012 regard423

Questions - Written Answers

ing this matter. A response to this query has not yet been received. Upon receipt of a satisfactory
response to this query the REPS 4 application of the person named will be processed further.

19/02/2013WRAA00550

Hare Coursing

624. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if his attention has been drawn to the monitoring reports from the National Parks and Wildlife
Service which document hare hits, injuries, kills and hares having to be put down due to injuries for the 2011-2012 coursing season; if he is concerned that hares continue to be injured and
killed, despite muzzling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8636/13]
19/02/2013WRAA00600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the
provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 the regulation of coursing is chiefly a matter
for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon,
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and development of the
greyhound industry. The ICC has a system of regulation in place to underpin the maintenance
of standards in the sport.
19/02/2013WRAA00700

The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under section 24 of the Wildlife Act 1976,
has responsibility for the issue of an annual licence to the ICC and its affiliated clubs to capture
live hares. These licences currently have a total of 26 conditions, including welfare aspects,
attached to them.
The ICC ensures that a veterinary surgeon and a control steward are present at all coursing
meetings. In addition to this, veterinary staff from my Department and rangers from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (part of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht)
carry out random monitoring inspections during the coursing season to verify compliance with
the licences and the rules governing animal welfare.
As a further control, a Monitoring Committee on Coursing was established during the
1993/94 coursing season and is comprised of officials from my Department and representatives
from both the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the ICC to monitor developments in
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing
is run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interest of animal both for hares and
greyhounds alike.
A very high proportion (97.3%) of the hares captured for hare coursing were returned to the
wild at the end of the 2011/2012 season.

19/02/2013WRAA00750

Departmental Appointments

625. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a position (details supplied) will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8652/13]
19/02/2013WRAA00800

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A competition took place recently to fill the post of Harbour Master Dingle and I expect that my Department will be in a position to make an offer of appointment shortly.
19/02/2013WRAA00900

Student Grant Scheme Reform

19/02/2013WRAA00950
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626. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding third level grants; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8671/13]
19/02/2013WRAA01000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am very
aware of the issue raised in relation to the treatment of farm assets in the proposed new capital
assets test for third level grants.
19/02/2013WRAA01100

It is important to note that decisions have not yet been made by Government on this matter.
However, I ensured that my Department was represented on the Capital Asset Test Implementation Group for Student Grants, and that the implications for agriculture and for agri-food policy
were fully explored with the group. I have also conveyed my own views on this issue to the
Minister for Education and Skills on a number of occasions and these discussions are continuing.
Animal Disease Controls

19/02/2013WRAA01150

627. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
steps being taken in relation to prevention of the Schmallenberg virus taking hold here [8686/13]
19/02/2013WRAA01200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Schmallenberg virus (SBV) is transmitted by vector (biting midges) during the vector active season,
which in most years in Ireland, extends from the beginning of April through to the beginning of
December. This virus causes mild transient disease manifesting as a drop in milk production,
fever and sometimes diarrhoea in adult cattle. When infection occurs in animals that are not
pregnant, the impact is very limited. However if ruminant animals are infected during the early
stages of pregnancy, they may subsequently abort or give birth to malformed offspring.
19/02/2013WRAA01300

It would be impractical to attempt midge control measures, except for valuable breeding
stock. Exposure of non-pregnant animals to the virus may, in fact, be beneficial pending the
development of an effective vaccine. Exposed animals develop a strong immunity and are unlikely to suffer any ill-effects if exposed to the virus on a subsequent occasion. If this viral infection becomes endemic, the ill-effects are likely to be confined to younger animals and cows
and ewes that have not been previously exposed. Based on Australian experience in vaccinating
against a similar virus/disease (Akabane virus infection), the expert view is that vaccination is
likely to be an effective tool in control of the SBV infection. The development of a vaccine is in
progress and my Department will continue to monitor developments closely.
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRAA01350

628. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
a person (details supplied) in County Clare will receive their disadvantaged area payment; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8748/13]
19/02/2013WRAA01400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units
per forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard. The
person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS
Appeals Committee. The Committee is currently adjudicating on this appeal and the person
named will be notified of the outcome, in writing, once this adjudication is completed.
19/02/2013WRAA01500
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Sheep Census

19/02/2013WRAA01550

629. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will
confirm the numbers of Galway sheep recorded last year; the breakdown of the number of females in the total number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8763/13]
19/02/2013WRAA01600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is a
legal requirement on all flock owners to complete and return the annual Sheep Census form.
While the closing date for the return to my Department of completed 2012 Sheep Census forms
had initially been fixed for 11 January 2013, I subsequently decided to extend the closing date
to 25 January 2013 in order to give farmers sufficient time to complete and return the Census, as
I was particularly mindful of the additional data farmers are being asked to provide. Processing
of these forms is ongoing and it will be some time yet before the statistics from the 2012 Census
will become available; the Deputy will be aware that a comprehensive report is published annually, following processing of the Census returns.
19/02/2013WRAA01700

The figures from the 2011 Sheep Census for County Galway were as follows:
Number of
flocks

Average
flock size

4,121

94

Breeding
Ewes over
12 months
old
260,028

Rams

Other sheep Total sheep

8,226

120,938

389,082

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

19/02/2013WRAA01750

630. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
a person (details supplied) in County Clare will receive their disadvantaged area payment; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8771/13]
19/02/2013WRAA01800

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units
per forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard. The
person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS
Appeals Committee. The Committee is currently adjudicating on this appeal and the person
named will be notified of the outcome, in writing, once this adjudication is completed.
19/02/2013WRAA01900

19/02/2013WRAA01950

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

631. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a person (details supplied) in County Galway may expect to receive payment of their agrienvironment option scheme grant for 2012 now that further information has been submitted;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8781/13]
19/02/2013WRAA02000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect
from the 1st September 2010 and full payments totalling €1,424.71 and €4,473.78 issued in
respect of 2010 and 2011 respectively.
19/02/2013WRAA02100
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Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes,
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. These checks have been successfully completed in respect of 2012 and I expect that 75% payment will issue shortly to the
person named. The balancing 25% payment will issue shortly thereafter.
Garda Investigations

19/02/2013WRAA02150

632. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
further to Parliamentary Question No. 167 of 27 June 2012 regarding the Garda investigation
into the cause of the dioxin crisis, if he will confirm the actions taken by his Department to date
to resolve the issue and the status of the Garda inquiry [8804/13]
19/02/2013WRAA02200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Arising from
the dioxin contamination incident of December 2008, my Department has taken significant
steps to enhance the level of inspections and sampling at feed business operator (FBO) establishments with a view to avoid, as far as possible, the repetition of similar incidents. These
measures include a focus on commercial grain dryers whereby all commercial grain dryers have
been subject to an annual audit since 2009. Grain samples taken from every commercial grain/
feed dryer has been tested for dioxins or indicator PCB’s since then and all test results have
proved compliant.
19/02/2013WRAA02300

350 farmers involved in on-farm drying of grain and feed have been audited at least once
and, in some cases twice, since 2009. The emphasis of the on-farm audits is on the oil used in
dryers, and the operation of the dryers. Samples of the dried grain are analysed for PCB and a
dioxin test and all have been compliant.
In addition to commercial and on-farm direct drying operations, there are a number of businesses which have a direct drying process in their feed manufacturing activity. All such FBO’s
have been subject to increased controls including an annual audit.
Finally, greater emphasis is being placed in the Department’s annual inspection programmes
on checking the HACCP (Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Point) plans of Feed Business
Operators. Trader Notices have issued to establishments reminding them of requirements in
relation to HAACP systems, with particular emphasis on ensuring that the correct type of oil is
used in feed/grain drying operations.
The matter of prosecutions is one for the Gardai and DPP.

19/02/2013WRAA02350

Farm Inspections

633. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if any tests are being carried out on prepared Irish meat products for the presence of the
drug phenylbutazone; if so, if he will indicate the tests being carried out; the number of tests
that have been carried out to date; the results of the testing; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8830/13]
19/02/2013WRAA02400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s (DAFM) National Residue Control Plan (NRCP)
provides for the testing for residues of certain substances in live animals and animal products. In
accordance with EU legislation, testing is carried out at farm level and in the primary process19/02/2013WRAA02500
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ing facilities (slaughterhouses) because these are the most suitable locations for testing for the
presence of illegal substances. In particular, where an equine has been treated with phenylbutazone (commonly referred to as ‘bute’), the positives for residues of the medicine are more likely
to be detected in a fresh meat sample rather than a processed meat sample as this substance is
not a very stable compound and breaks down quite quickly. Tests are not routinely carried out at
secondary processing plants or prepared products. National Residue testing is carried out on an
ongoing basis throughout the year at farm and slaughterhouse level with 19,500 tests completed
last year. In addition, primary processors are required to carry out self-monitoring plans for the
detection of residues of substances, veterinary medicines and contaminants.
With regard to Phenylbutazone (Bute), testing is conducted every year under the NRCP as
part of the testing programme for substances in category B2 (e) non-steroidal anti-inflammatory
drugs. Testing for Bute is carried out in samples from bovine, porcine, ovine, caprine and equine
animals as well as poultry, farmed game and milk. In 2011, 12,575 horses were slaughtered
and approx 280 equine samples were tested, 58 for Bute. Final equine slaughter figures are not
yet available for 2012 but approximately 330 samples were tested, 104 for Bute. As in the case
of residues generally, testing is not routinely conducted on processed or prepared products.
One positive sample for phenylbutazone was found under the National Residue Control
Plan in 2010 at a level of 10 parts per billion (10ppb). While the result was above the minimum
limit detectable, it was at an extremely low level in terms of human health risk. A follow up investigation was conducted by DAFM and resulted in an increase in testing of animals presented
by the owner of the animal from which the positive sample was derived. No further positives
were detected.
As agreed at the meeting which I convened last week, it has been agreed at EU level to
introduce an EU wide month programme of control measures, including significant testing of
samples for bute. The intention behind the programme is to publish the findings of the first
month’s testing on 15th April following their presentation to the Commission, and then review
the programme. The results of this control programme would provide an evidence base for the
possible consideration of further risk based measures.

19/02/2013WRAA02550

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

634. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8881/13]
19/02/2013WRAA02600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the
person named successfully applied for derogation in regard to the 2011 stocking density, payment has not issued as the holding does not, as yet, satisfy the 2012 Scheme minimum stocking
density requirements.
19/02/2013WRAA02700

My Department has been in direct contact with the applicant to request submission of the
Sheep Flock Register, on receipt of which the application can be further progressed.
Aquaculture Licences Applications

19/02/2013WRAA02750

635. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 426 of 15 May 2012 and No. 204 of 7 March 2012, the
progress that has been made on the issue of a licence for mussel farming to a person (details
19/02/2013WRAA02800
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supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8888/13]
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As indicated
in my previous reply to the Deputy the application referred to is in respect of a site located
within Kenmare Bay which is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive (Natura 2000 site).
19/02/2013WRAA02900

The European Court of Justice declared in case C418/04 that, by failing to take all the measures necessary to comply with Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 (Habitats Directive) in respect
of authorisation of aquaculture programmes, Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations under
that Directive.
In the negotiations to address the judgment a process was agreed with the European Commission which would lead to full compliance by Ireland with the relevant EU Directives. This
process includes the following steps: a detailed data collection in 91 Bays/Estuaries; detailed
analysis of raw data collected; setting of Conservation Objectives by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS) in respect of each site; carrying out Appropriate Assessments of each
licence application/fishery plan against the detailed Conservation Objectives set, and determination of Licences/Fisheries on the basis of the Appropriate Assessment and other relevant
factors.
My Department has been working closely with the Marine Institute, BIM, and NPWS to
achieve full compliance through a multi-annual work programme. A key factor of this Work
Programme is the identification of prioritised bays based on the number of aquaculture sites, the
ready availability of scientific data and other factors.
The prioritised list of bays is kept under continuous review by my Department so as to facilitate the use of scientific and other resources on a flexible basis across the full range of bays,
if deemed necessary. This approach is consistent with the maintenance of a prioritised list
which includes Kenmare Bay.
Food Labelling

19/02/2013WRAA02950

636. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
level of monitoring that takes place of fish produce and labelling. [8905/13]
19/02/2013WRAA03000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the
Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority is
responsible for operational matters in relation to enforcement and compliance of Sea Fisheries
law and areas of Food Safety law agreed with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland.
19/02/2013WRAA03100

There are general requirements in Regulation EC 178/2002 and Directive 2000/13 prohibiting the misleading of consumers with food labels. In the case of fishery products there
are additional requirements in Council Regulation 104/2000 and Commission Regulation EC
2065/2001. These require the provision of more detailed information to consumers on the provenance of fishery and aquaculture products and also to provide greater transparency on the
traceability of all fish. The Regulations apply only to raw fish and aquaculture products, processed products such as breaded fillets, crab sticks or ready-to-eat dishes are not covered by
those Regulations. The Regulations make it a legal requirement to provide at the point of retail
sale the following information: the common name of the species of fish, the production method
(whether the fish is caught or farmed) and the catch area (origin), this applies to products sold
loose or in a pre-packaged form, traceability information for all food must also be available at
each stage of marketing of the product.
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Responsibility for the enforcement of food labelling legislation in Ireland rests with the
Food Safety Authority of Ireland and is discharged by the official agencies who operate under
Service Contract to the FSAI, as part of their supervisory role and enforcement activities. The
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA), under service contract with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) enforces the Regulations up to the level of wholesale. Labelling checks are
carried out in establishments as part of routine inspections by authorised SFPA officers.
The SFPA does not have a remit in retail sales; the Health Services Executive is responsible
for enforcing the labelling requirements of the Regulations at the retail stage.
Fish Sales

19/02/2013WRAA03150

637. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
views on the discrepancy between the volume of cod landed here and the volume of cod sold
through retail and catering outlets and bought by public institutions such as hospitals and prisons. [8910/13]
19/02/2013WRAA03200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At EU level
there is a common organisation of the market in fishery and aquaculture products. The movements of fish and fishery products are largely unrestricted within the EU while imports of fish
and seafood from outside the EU are strictly regulated. Decisions on the sourcing of fish or fish
products for the retail and catering outlets and purchased by public institutions are a matter for
the individual enterprises concerned. Accordingly there is not any direct relationship between
the volume of cod landed and purchased within Ireland.
19/02/2013WRAA03300

19/02/2013WRAA03350

Agriculture Schemes Payments

638. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine if he will provide, in tabular form, the number of persons in County Meath in receipt
of payments in 2011; and if he will provide a breakdown of same by scheme (details supplied)
[8950/13]
19/02/2013WRAA03400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The following Table contains the details sought by the Deputy:
19/02/2013WRAA03500

Scheme
Agri-environment Option Scheme (AEOS)
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme (DAS)
Rural Environment Protection Scheme
(REPS)
Animal Welfare, Recording and Breeding
Scheme (Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme)
19/02/2013WRAA03550

Total number of persons paid
228
1,316
722
703

Adoption Records Provision

639. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will ensure that persons who spent time in Bessborough House in Cork and other such institutions around the country be given access to their records for the time they spent there; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8687/13]
19/02/2013WRAA03600
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Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE Regional Adoption Services has taken responsibility for the adoption files of the Sacred Heart
Adoption Society in respect of homes in Bessborough, Co. Cork; St Peters, Castlepollard, Co.
Westmeath and Sean Ross Abbey, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary. I have been advised by the HSE that
the files have been transferred to the HSE in their entirety. Queries are being dealt with in the
HSE Regional Adoption Department in order that enquirers can be offered a meeting with a
social worker/counsellor to deal with requests as promptly as possible. The HSE is responding to individual queries and encourages anyone seeking their personal data to communicate
directly with the HSE South Adoption Unit, St Stephens Hospital, Glanmire, Co.Cork (tel. 021
4858650).
19/02/2013WRAA03700

Work is continuing in relation to the preparation of the Adoption (Information and Tracing)
Bill. The proposed Bill will provide for a structured and regulated approach to providing access
to adoption information and will facilitate contact for those affected by adoption, including in
circumstances where an adoption order was not effected.
It is intended that the Bill will provide for the Adoption Authority to have access to all adoption records. The Bill will provide for a National Index of Adoption Records to be maintained
by the Adoption Authority containing information as to where all known adoption records are
located within the State. It is envisaged that only the Authority, the HSE and accredited bodies
will hold adoption records, with the Authority having overall charge of those records.
It is also intended that the Bill will provide for placing the National Contact Preference Register on a statutory basis. The purpose of the Register is to allow persons affected by adoption to
register their names with a view to receiving information about a person from whom they have
been separated as a result of adoption and will allow for registering a preference, as to whether
or not, they want to have contact with that person.
A National Tracing Service will be established, the operation of which will be subject to
guidelines which will be set out in regulations. It is intended that the Tracing Service will be
made available to adopted persons, birth parents and relatives with the Adoption Authority having the overarching responsibility for the service.
Complex issues have arisen during the course of the preparation of the Bill including the
criteria for balancing an adopted person’s right to information about his or her identity as against
a birth parent’s right to privacy. My own view is that persons affected by adoption should be
provided with as much information as possible within permissible Constitutional boundaries.
Consideration of legal and policy issues is ongoing and once these have been satisfactorily
resolved, I intend to seek Government approval to publish the Heads of Bill. It is my intention
to bring this Bill before the Houses of the Oireachtas in 2013.
Early Child Care Education Issues

19/02/2013WRAA03750

640. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will confirm that, regarding the early childhood care and education scheme, there is currently
nothing in legislation to prevent a child being removed early by a childcare service provider
from its programme whilst allowing the service provider to claim a capitation fee in respect of
the child for up to another month; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8708/13]
19/02/2013WRAA03800

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is designed to allow each eligible child to avail
of a free pre-school year in the year before commencing primary school. In general, the pro19/02/2013WRAA03900
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gramme is provided for 3 hours per day, 5 days per week, over 38 weeks.
Childcare service providers participating in the ECCE programme are obliged to abide by
the terms and conditions of the programme as laid out in the contract and in the Guide to the
Administrative Procedures which is on my Department’s website.
The ECCE funding is paid to service providers in instalments at the start of each pre-school
term. There are a number of reasons why a child might cease to avail of the ECCE programme
in a particular service and, depending on the circumstances, the service provider may in certain
cases retain a portion of the capitation fee that has been paid in respect of that child. However,
in circumstances where the service provider has indicated that s/he is no longer in a position to
provide the programme to a particular child, for whatever reason, any funding already paid for
the provision of the service in respect of a period beyond the date of cessation must be returned
to the Department. This is provided for under paragraph 5.3 of the ECCE contract.
In such circumstances, if the parent subsequently enrols the child in the ECCE programme
in another pre-school service, the capitation fee due for that child will be paid to the new preschool service with effect from the date the child commences in that service.
Legislative Programme

19/02/2013WRAA03950

641. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position regarding the child and family support agency Bill; if the integrity of the family resource
centres’ programme will be preserved; if funding for this programme will be ringfenced; if it
is intended that the family resource centres will have representations on the new board and if
their views will be taken on board in the finalisation of the legislation; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [8055/13]
19/02/2013WRAA04000

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government
has approved the Heads of the Child and Family Support Agency Bill and has also agreed to
the priority drafting of this Bill. The necessary legislative and organisational preparations are
being prioritised so that the Agency can be established as soon as possible. The Agency, upon
establishment, will assume full statutory responsibility for a range of child and family services
currently provided by three separate agencies; namely the HSE, the Family Support Agency and
the National Educational Welfare Board.
19/02/2013WRAA04100

The Government’s consideration of these matters was informed, by the content and recommendations of the Report of the Task Force on the Child and Family Support Agency which
I published in July 2012. The Task Force considered that the Agency needs to be as broadly
based as possible and should include a range of prevention, early intervention, family support
and therapeutic care interventions. It is my intention that the Agency will have a role in supporting families and communities. I can assure the Deputy that the new Agency will build on
the excellent work undertaken by the Family Support Agency over the last decade, and that a
community based approach will form an integral part of the new Child and Family Support
Agency.
Funding of over €23.5 million has been provided to the Family Support Agency (FSA) for
2013. This includes a dedicated provision of over €14 million in respect of the Family Resource
Centre Programme in 2013. Under the programme some 106 Family Resource Centres will
receive funding from the FSA this year. The FSA, like all other State bodies, has been asked
to make savings across all the programmes which it administers. In this context the Family
Resource Centres have been asked to focus, in particular, on identifying the scope for greater
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efficiency and for reduction in the administration and overhead costs associated with the dayto-day running of the centres.
The composition of the Board of the Child and Family Support Agency is currently under
consideration. It will reflect the broad ranging nature of the Agency’s responsibilities. In line
with best corporate governance, the criteria for Board membership will be focused on ensuring
that Board members have the requisite mix of experience and competencies needed to steer
such a large organisation providing a diverse range of personal services.
The establishment of the new Agency and the wider transformation of children’s services
represents one of the largest, and most ambitious, areas of public sector reform embarked upon
by this Government.

19/02/2013WRAA04150

Ministerial Appointments

642. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details of all
appointments made by her to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments
made by her since taking office, including the State owned banks and the Judiciary. [8114/13]
19/02/2013WRAA04200

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my
Department’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for
Children. With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention Schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.
19/02/2013WRAA04300

Apart from the Ombudsman for Children’s Office which does not have a board, I am responsible for all Board of Management appointments.
Since I took office in March, 2011 there have been 35 appointments to the Boards of Management under the aegis of my Department. I can confirm to the Deputy that I have not made
any appointments to any commercial bodies, state owned banks or the Judiciary since taking
office.
Set out in tabular format are the details of all appointments made by me to the Boards of
Management under the aegis of this Department.
National Educational Welfare Board
Board Member
Nuala Doherty (Chair)
Brendan Broderick
Catherine Connery
Marian Jennings
Eamonn Flynn
Bob Dowling
Ruairí Gogan
Deirdre Matthews
Mary Donnelly

Term
30/07/12 – 29/07/17
15/09/11 – 03/03/14
28/05/12 – 27/05/15
28/05/12 – 27/05/15
15/09/11 – 03/03/14
02/03/12 – 01/03/15
02/03/12 – 01/03/15
14/01/13 – 30/09/13
23/04/12 – 22/04/15

Children Detention Schools
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Annual remuneration
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
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Board Member
Joe Horan (Chair)
Gerard McKiernan
Ursula Kilkelly
Diego Gallagher
Sylda Langford
Pat Rooney
Elizabeth Howard
Colin Fetherston
Barry Rooney
Deirdre Keyes
Dan Kelleher

Term
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14

Annual remuneration
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee

Family Support Agency
Board Member
Sharon Foley (Chair)

Term
30/01/12 – 31/03/13 (Ordinary Board member)
26/03/12 – 31/03/13 (Chair)
Caroline Murphy
20/10/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
Dick Hickey
02/06/11 – 01/12/11
02/12/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
Dr. John Griffin
30/04/12 – 31/03/13
Marie Fenlon
01/09/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
Liz Chaloner
30/01/12 – 31/03/13
Nuala Ryan
30/01/12 – 31/03/13
Catherine Downey Murphy 11/07/12 – 31/03/13
Catherine Hazlett (Resigned 26/07/11 – 31/03/12
on 16/05/12 due to restruc- 16/04/12 – 31/03/13
turing of Department)
Yvette O’Malley (Resigned 01/09/11 – 10/11/11
on 10/11/11)
Marie Dullea
11/07/12 – 31/03/13
Imelda Martin
28/11/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
Lorraine Mulligan
12/12/12 – 31/03/13
Dr. Nollaig Byrne
08/02/12 – 31/03/13

Annual remuneration
€8,978
€5,985
€5,985
€5,985
€5,985
€5,985
€5,985
€5,985
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee
Does not receive fee

Adoption Authority of Ireland
Board Member
Dr. Imelda Ryan

Term
07/02/12 – 6/07/17
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Ministerial Appointments

643. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details of
the qualifications of all the appointees made by her to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by her since taking office including the State owned banks
and Judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [8132/13]
19/02/2013WRAA04400

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my
Department’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for
Children. With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention Schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.
19/02/2013WRAA04500

Apart from the Ombudsman for Children’s Office which does not have a board, I am responsible for all Board of Management appointments.
Since I took office in March, 2011 there have been 35 appointments to the Boards of Management under the aegis of my Department.
I can confirm to the Deputy that I have not made any appointments to any commercial bodies, state owned banks or the judiciary since taking office.
Set out in tabular format is a list of all appointments made by me to the Boards of Management under the aegis of my Department together with details of their terms of appointment and
their qualifications/competencies.
National Educational Welfare Board
Board Member
Nuala Doherty (Chair)

Term
30/07/12 – 29/07/17

Brendan Broderick
Catherine Connery

15/09/11 – 03/03/14
28/05/12 – 27/05/15

Marian Jennings
Eamonn Flynn

28/05/12 – 27/05/15
15/09/11 – 03/03/14

Bob Dowling
Ruairí Gogan

02/03/12 – 01/03/15
02/03/12 – 01/03/15

Deirdre Matthews

14/01/13 – 30/09/13

Mary Donnelly

23/04/12 – 22/04/15
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Qualifications
Director, Centre for Effective
Services, former Director of
Educational Welfare Services in
National Educational Welfare
Board
ASTI
Former Teacher. Member of
Kilkenny County Council and
Kilkenny VEC
Law Lecturer, DIT
National Educational Welfare
Board
Teacher
Civil Servant – Department of
Justice and Equality Rep
Civil Servant – Department of
Education and Science Rep
Civil Servant – Department of
Social Protection Rep

Questions - Written Answers

Children Detention Schools
Board Member
Joe Horan (Chair)
Gerard McKiernan

Term
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14

Ursula Kilkelly

26/03/12 – 25/03/14

Diego Gallagher
Sylda Langford
Pat Rooney
Elizabeth Howard
Colin Fetherston
Barry Rooney
Deirdre Keyes

26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14
26/03/12 – 25/03/14

Dan Kelleher

26/03/12 – 25/03/14

Qualifications
Retired (ex County Manager)
Acting Local Health Manager
HSE
Lecturer, University College
Cork
Practising Solicitor
Retired – ex Civil Servant
Farmer (Local Rep)
Homemaker (Local Rep)
Residential Care Worker
Residential Care Worker
Education Officer County
Dublin VEC
Civil Servant – Department
of Children and Youth Affairs
Rep

Family Support Agency
Board Member
Sharon Foley (Chair)

Liz Chaloner

Term
30/01/12 – 31/03/13 (Ordinary
Board member)
26/03/12 – 31/03/13 (Chair)
20/10/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
02/06/11 – 01/12/11
02/12/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
30/04/12 – 31/03/13
01/09/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
30/01/12 – 31/03/13

Nuala Ryan

30/01/12 – 31/03/13

Catherine Downey Murphy

11/07/12 – 31/03/13

Catherine Hazlett (Resigned on
16/05/12 due to restructuring of
Department)
Yvette O’Malley (Resigned on
10/11/11)
Marie Dullea

26/07/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13

Imelda Martin

28/11/11 – 31/03/12
16/04/12 – 31/03/13
12/12/12 – 31/03/13

Caroline Murphy
Dick Hickey

Dr. John Griffin
Marie Fenlon

Lorraine Mulligan

01/09/11 – 10/11/11
11/07/12 – 31/03/13
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Qualifications
CEO Irish Hospice Foundation

Organisational Psychologist and
Broadcaster
Executive Director, St. Brigid’s
Family resource Centre
Consultant Psychiatrist
Nominee of the Family Resource
Centre National Forum
Independent Researcher, Facilitator, Consultant
President UCD Women Graduates
Association
Management positions in Health
Service, Southern Health Board
Civil Servant – Department of
Children and Youth Affairs Rep
Family Support Agency Staff Rep,
Mediator
Department of Children and
Youth Affairs Rep
Family Support Agency Staff Rep
Experienced Researcher, financial
analysis, advocacy
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Board Member
Dr. Nollaig Byrne

Term
08/02/12 – 31/03/13

Qualifications
Consultant Child and Adolescent
Psychiatrist

Adoption Authority of Ireland
Board Member
Dr. Imelda Ryan

Term
07/02/12 – 6/07/17
19/02/2013WRAA04550

Qualifications
Doctor/medical

Ministerial Appointments

644. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of
appointees and the percentage of appointments made by her to all State agencies, commercial
bodies and all other appointments made by her since taking office including the State owned
banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8150/13]
19/02/2013WRAA04600

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my
Department’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for
Children. With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention Schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.
19/02/2013WRAA04700

Apart from the Ombudsman for Children’s Office which does not have a board, I am responsible for all Board of Management appointments.
Since I took office in March, 2011 there have been 35 appointments to the Boards of Management under the aegis of my Department.
As the Deputy may be aware, in line with the Government decision of April 2011, new arrangements were put in place for the making of appointments to State Boards and bodies. Following this Government Decision, on my Department’s website I have invited expressions of
interest from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State Bodies and Agencies
operating under the Department’s aegis. The notice indicates the vacancies in the boards of the
respective bodies. My officials acknowledge all expressions of interest received and maintain a
database of those expressions. My Department’s website is monitored and updated on a regular
basis to reflect the number of vacancies as they arise.
The appointment of members to each of these bodies is not a competency-based process.
The governing legislation in relation to each of these bodies sets out the composition of the
Board either in terms of their qualifications and experience, or the Government Minister or
body that is responsible for nominating representatives on them or who must be consulted in
the nomination process.
For example, the Adoption Act, 2010 requires that the Adoption Authority of Ireland consists of 7 members – the chairperson must be a Judge, barrister or solicitor and the ordinary
members must include a social worker with experience in adoption practice, a social worker
with research expertise in child welfare, child protection or both, a barrister or solicitor with
experience in the practice of law in relation to families and children, a medical practitioner and
a person with appropriate training in psychology.
On the other hand, the Education Welfare Act, 2000 provides that the Minister shall make
appointments to the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) from among persons who in
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the opinion of the Minister have a special interest or expertise in matters relating to the functions of the Board.
There are also prescribed bodies to be consulted in appointing ordinary members. The Family Support Agency Act, 2001 provides that the Minister may appoint individuals to the Board
who have a special interest or expertise in matters relating to the functions of the Agency. Of the
10 people appointed to this Board, 9 of the 10 people were appointed after submitting expressions of interest. The other person appointed to this Board was a Departmental representative.
The Children Act, 2001 outlines the different Ministers and organisations that nominate
persons to serve on the board of management of the children detention schools.
In making my decisions on appointments to Boards, subject to the governing legislation, I
consider the most suitable persons for the positions available with due regard to the body or
agency in question and its particular responsibilities and I seek to ensure that the appropriate
mix of skills and experience is in place to achieve the best result.
I can confirm to the Deputy that I have not made any appointments to any commercial bodies, state owned banks or the Judiciary since taking office.
Employment Rights Issues

19/02/2013WRBB00150

645. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs following the recently published Migrant Rights Centre Ireland Report December 2012 Part of the
Family, which illustrates the way the unregulated au pair system is being used to facilitate cheap
child care and that leaves au pairs without basic protections, her plans to address the issue of au
pairs here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8224/13]
19/02/2013WRBB00200

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The issues raised
by the Deputy relate in the main to the employment rights of au pairs. This represents a private
contractual arrangement between an employer and an employee and, as such, is not for my Department. It is, therefore, more appropriate to have the matter considered by my colleague the
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.
19/02/2013WRBB00300

Child Care Services Provision

19/02/2013WRBB00350

646. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of
parents who have availed of the community child care subvention programme in 2012; the cost
of this service to the Exchequer in 2012 and the estimated cost in 2013; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [8430/13]
19/02/2013WRBB00400

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Community
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community child care not-forprofit services to enable them to charge reduced child care rates to parents in receipt of social
welfare payments or on low to middle incomes. Community child care services qualify for
grant aid on the basis of the level of service they provide and the profile of the parents benefiting from their service.
19/02/2013WRBB00500

For the purpose of the CCS programme, eligibility is determined by reference to a range of
means-tested allowances and payments including receipt of a social welfare payment, Family
Income Supplement (FIS) and qualification for a medical or GP visit card. Eligibility for a GP
visit card is based on net income and takes account of outgoings such as rent and mortgage
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repayments and other expenses including child care costs and travelling expenses. As a result,
low and middle income working parents may qualify for support. Parents who qualify for the
top rate of subvention under the programme receive a subsidy of €95 per week towards full-day
child care costs.
Approximately 19,000 families availed of subvention under the CCS programme in the September 2011-August 2012 period. The total number of children availing of the service in this
period was approximately 26,300 and the cost of providing this service was some €58 million.
Approximately 19,500 families are availing of the CCS programme in the current school
year at an estimated cost of €50 million. It is expected that in the region of 26,000 children will
again benefit but these figures can only be finalised when an appeals process, provided for under
the programme, is completed.
National Lottery Funding Applications

19/02/2013WRBB00550

647. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position
regarding an application for a grant in respect of an organisation (details supplied); and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [8719/13]
19/02/2013WRBB00600

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There is no record of any current application for National Lottery funding with my Department from the
organisation concerned. However, it will be open to the organisation to apply for funding under the 2013 National Lottery allocation made available to my Department and details of the
funding scheme, including the related application form, will be available shortly on my Department’s website www.dcya.gov.ie.
19/02/2013WRBB00700

Departmental Funding

19/02/2013WRBB00750

648. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when a funding
programme will be finalised and ready to accept applications from youth organisations such as
youth cafes. [8986/13]
19/02/2013WRBB00800

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the voluntary youth sector.
19/02/2013WRBB00900

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth services in 2013. Within this total funding, €1.75m has been provided in a new capital funding
programme for 2013. This will include €1.5m for youth cafés and youth projects and €250,000
for play and recreation initiatives in 2013. Criteria for the schemes are being developed at present and my Department will be announcing details regarding the application process for 2013
shortly.
Hospital Staff Issues

19/02/2013WRBB00950

649. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the shortage of intern places; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8098/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01000
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663. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will address the current
deficit of intern places to medical graduates as the State’s investment in undergraduate medical
education will be squandered due to these graduates being unable to obtain an intern position;
if he will take into consideration information (details supplied) and the fact that completing the
intern year is a legal requirement in order for graduates of Irish medical schools to practise here;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8094/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01100

672. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking
to address the anticipated shortage of intern places for both EU and non-EU graduates of Irish
medical schools this summer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8177/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01200

674. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health the plans, if any, in place to deal
with the shortage of intern places for both EU and non-EU graduates of Irish medical schools,
arising as a consequence of the increased number of medical school graduates; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8180/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01300

675. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health if due to an increase in the number
of medical school graduates this year there will be a shortage of intern places for both EU and
non EU graduates of Irish medical schools; the plans in place to deal with this situation; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8181/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01400

685. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Health the measures he will put in
place to ensure that the current deficit of intern places for medical graduates which has come
about as a result of the State’s funding of additional medical school places, without the corresponding increase in intern places, will not lead to medical graduates having to leave the country to fully qualify; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8222/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01500

687. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he has any concerns that
there may not be sufficient intern places for both EU and non-EU graduates of Irish medical
schools later this year; if there are any plans in place to deal with the matter; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8250/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01600

688. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn
to the fact that there is due to be a shortage of intern places available to both EU and non-EU
graduates of medical schools here as of July 2013, as identified in the second interim report of
the reform of the interim year, and the policy his Department intends to pursue in order to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8251/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01700

697. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding intern places; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8330/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01800

702. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that due to the increased number of medical school graduates this year it is
anticipated that there will be a shortage of intern places for the graduating classes and that
completing the internship is a legal requirement to practise medicine; and if his Department is
putting in place the necessary structures to ensure that all qualifying students are facilitated with
a internship year. [8335/13]
19/02/2013WRBB01900

721. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the anticipated shortage of intern places in July 2013 for both EU and non-EU graduates of medical schools here, resulting from the investment of State funding for additional medical school
places without the corresponding increase in intern places; if his attention has been drawn to
the legal requirement for graduates to complete the intern year; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8588/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02000
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724. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure there will be
sufficient medical intern places for graduates of medical schools here available in hospitals
from July 2013 as recommended in various reports including the Fottrell Report 2006, the
NCMET report and the second interim report on the implementation of the reform of the intern
year, April 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8628/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02100

727. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding medical internships; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8672/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02200

728. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that from
this year there will not be enough intern places in Ireland for Irish medical students and other
people who train here to complete their mandatory intern year, the action he proposes to take
to rectify the situation especially in view of the fact that the intern year is a legal requirement
in order for graduates of Irish medical schools to practise here; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8685/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02300

729. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to deal with the
expected shortage of medical intern places to match the number of EU and non EU graduates of
Irish medical schools in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8694/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02400

733. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to
the fact that due to the increased number of medical school graduates this year it is anticipated
that in July 2013 there will be a shortage of intern places for both EU and non-EU graduates of
Irish medical schools; and the action he will take regarding same. [8743/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02500

734. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to provide
intern places for all graduates of Irish medical schools in 2013; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8760/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02600

742. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the current deficit of intern places to medical graduates (details supplied) within the Health Service Executive;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8825/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02700

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 649, 663,
672, 674, 675, 685, 687, 688, 697, 702, 721, 724, 727 to 729, inclusive, 733, 734 and 742 together.
19/02/2013WRBB02800

The issue of an adequate number of intern places in the Irish medical system is a priority
for my Department and for the HSE. The HSE established an Intern Implementation Group
in 2009 to implement aspects of the Report of the NCMET on the Intern Year and I am aware
that this Group has issued two Implementation Reports, most recently in April 2012 (Second
Interim Report). The intern year is an integral part of medical training, and a medical practitioner cannot be fully accredited without it. There were 572 posts available in Ireland for the July
2012 intern intake, an increase of almost 70 posts since 2007. To date, there have been sufficient
posts for all EU graduates from Irish medical schools, and a number of available posts for some
non-EU applicants.
My Department has been in regular contact with the HSE in relation to the issue of intern
places, with the aim, in so far as is possible, of providing a sufficient number of intern places
for Irish/EU graduates from Irish medical schools. In addition, under EU law, intern posts must
be open to graduates from other EU countries and the HSE has no control over the numbers
applying.
The application process for internships closed in November last, but the HSE will not know
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the final number of eligible applicants for some time. The final numbers that will proceed to the
first round match have not yet been determined, as the overseas candidates must pass the entrance test, meet the HSE English language requirements, provide a Basic Life Support (BLS)
certificate, and pass their final year medical exams. Candidates applying from within Ireland
must provide a BLS certificate and pass their final year medical exams.
This year the HSE will have approximately 80 additional posts available for interns commencing their training in July. In total, therefore, there will be in the region of 650 places available for 2013, and the HSE is confident that there will be sufficient capacity and funding to
ensure that every EU graduate of the six Irish medical schools can access an internship.
Local Drugs Task Forces Review Report

19/02/2013WRBB02850

650. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the outcome and results of the
review of local drugs task forces; the details of any changes to their funding which is being
considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8219/13]
19/02/2013WRBB02900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): On 18 December
2012, I announced details of a series of measures arising from a review of Drugs Task Forces
and the structures of the National Drugs Strategy. The reforms are intended to better equip the
Task Forces to respond to the current pattern of substance misuse.
19/02/2013WRBB03000

The key changes include:
- The role of Drugs Task Forces to be extended to include alcohol addiction;
- A National Coordinating Committee to be established to guide the work of the Drug and
Alcohol Task Forces and drive implementation of the National Drugs Strategy;
- Measures to encourage more Public Representative involvement in the work of Drug and
Alcohol Task Forces and
- Review of the number and boundaries of Drugs Task Forces, mainly in Dublin.
In excess of €28m will be made available to Drugs Task Forces from the Drugs Initiative
Fund in 2013 to support community based drugs initiatives. I intend to bring forward further
measures to improve management, oversight and control of this expenditure. I also plan to
consult with the Drugs Task Forces on my proposals in relation to boundary changes.
Blind Person’s Pension Applications

19/02/2013WRBB03050

651. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if he will review an application for
blind welfare allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12. [8528/13]
19/02/2013WRBB03100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WRBB03200

National Substance Misuse Strategy

19/02/2013WRBB03250

652. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the concerns raised in cor-

19/02/2013WRBB03300
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respondence (details supplied) regarding Festival sponsorship; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8673/13]
Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to inform the Deputy that real and
tangible proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report. These proposals cover all of the areas mentioned in
the report, including legislation on minimum unit pricing; labelling of alcohol products; and
prevention and intervention activities on alcohol. My Department is also working closely with
other Departments and I wish to assure the Deputy that concerns such as those expressed in the
correspondence are being considered.
19/02/2013WRBB03400

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered the aforementioned proposals and I
intend to bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government as soon as possible.
Misuse of Drugs

19/02/2013WRBB03450

653. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he is concerned about the
abuse of prescription drugs by drug users; if his attention has been drawn to the types of prescription drugs commonly abused in this way; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8822/13]
19/02/2013WRBB03500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The problem of the
misuse of prescription drugs has been recognised at national, European and international levels.
Through the framework of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016, the Department of Health
is working in collaboration with the relevant statutory agencies to monitor the availability of
controlled drugs, including prescription medicines, through illicit channels.
19/02/2013WRBB03600

The enforcement of the law relating to the sale of drugs, including prescription drugs, continues to be a priority in the Government’s commitment to tackling the issue of drug misuse in
this jurisdiction.
Under the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply) Regulations, it is prohibited for a person to supply a prescription medicine except in accordance with a prescription,
and the supply must be made from a registered pharmacy by or under the personal supervision
of a registered pharmacist. A person who contravenes these Regulations is guilty of an offence.
Furthermore, a person who has in his possession a prescription medicine containing a substance controlled under the Misuse of Drugs legislation for the purpose of selling or otherwise
supplying it, is guilty of an offence under that legislation.
As a result of consultations with key stakeholders, draft Misuse of Drugs (Amendment)
Regulations are currently being prepared. These will be published on the Department’s website
shortly and comments will be invited to be made in the subsequent two-week period.
Following this, it will be necessary to seek Government approval to notify the proposed
regulations to the EU Commission and other Member States under the Technical Standards
Directives because of the implications of the proposed regulatory changes on trade in pharmaceutical products.
Subject to successful completion of the EU notification period, which may take up to 3
months, it is anticipated that the new regulations will be introduced in mid-2013.
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Hospital Staff Issues

19/02/2013WRBB03650

654. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if there are any changes proposed to the working time directive as it applies to non-consultant hospital doctors who are in
training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8050/13]
19/02/2013WRBB03700

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): While the Commission and the social partners have given consideration to the operation of the European Working Time Directive, including the Court of Justice’s rulings that all time spent ‘on-call on site’ counts as working time for
non-consultant hospital doctors and other categories of staff who may be required to deliver
services on a 24/7 basis, no changes are envisaged at present. Furthermore, the Commission
has noted in working papers that the possibility of any future changes does not mean it will not
pursue compliance with present EU law where necessary.
19/02/2013WRBB03800

The Government is committed to achieving compliance with the Directive in respect of
non-consultant hospital doctors (NCHDs) by 2014. I have emphasised to the Health Service
Executive the high priority the Government and I attach to this issue.
In January 2012, a detailed plan for the achievement of compliance by NCHDs with the
Working Time Directive was submitted to the EU Commission. The plan affirmed Ireland’s
commitment to achieving compliance with the Directive over a three-year time period. It committed to implementing the measures necessary, including new work patterns for medical staff,
transfer of work undertaken by NCHDs to other grades and the organisation of hospital services
to support compliance.
The HSE National Service Plan 2013 states that there will be a particular focus in the acute
hospital service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working Time Directive
amongst the non-consultant hospital doctor workforce. The Executive is currently finalising its
National Operational Plan to support the implementation of the National Service Plan. This will
specify in greater detail the actions to be taken in relation to EWTD compliance. The HSE was
asked by my Department in January to ensure that clear responsibility is placed with a hospital
CEO and a senior manager and/or clinical lead for the achievement of specified improvements
in compliance, such that the end 2014 target will be met.
Mental Health Services Funding

19/02/2013WRBB03850

655. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the position regarding the 2012, €35 million ring fenced allocation for community mental health; the amount
spent in community mental health during 2012; the number of the promised professionals who
have been hired to date; provide a clear commitment that any unspent moneys will be spent
together with the 2013 €35 million allocation this year; his plans for this year and a time frame
for implementation of same. [8066/13]
19/02/2013WRBB03900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In 2012, a special allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily to further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, to
advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological
and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental health problems
and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service users from institutional care to more
independent living arrangements in their communities, in line with A Vision for Change.
19/02/2013WRBB04000

414 posts were approved to implement the €35m package of special measures. As at 30th
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January 2013, 204 posts have been filled (i.e. an employment contract has issued and is signed
with a start date agreed) and the remainder are at various stages of selection. The majority of
these posts are expected to be filled by end March 2013. Full year costs for all these posts will
be met from HSE 2013 base allocation.
Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of this funding, but this sum
is now available to mental health services along with an additional €35m allocated in Budget
2013 for the continued development of our mental health services. The HSE National Service
Plan 2013 commits to a number of objectives including the further development of forensics
and community mental health teams for adults, children, older persons and mental health intellectual disability and to the recruitment of 477 additional staff to implement these measures.
In order to ensure that the additional resources will be used to best effect, discussions are ongoing within the HSE, and in consultation with the Department of Health, to finalise the allocation of these resources. Each HSE Region is being asked to submit a business case against each
of the identified objectives detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and number of
WTE to be recruited. It is expected that this process will be concluded by end March 2013. I
have been assured by the HSE that the recruitment process for the new posts being funded in
2013 and any outstanding posts from the 414 approved in 2012 is being given priority within
the HSE.
Home Care Packages

19/02/2013WRBB04050

656. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a long
term home care package in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8072/13]
19/02/2013WRBB04100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRBB04200

Health Services Issues

19/02/2013WRBB04250

657. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a long
term care plan in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [8073/13]
19/02/2013WRBB04300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRBB04400

Medical Card Eligibility

19/02/2013WRBB04450

658. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a discretionary
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8075/13]
19/02/2013WRBB04500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRBB04600

Suicide Incidence

19/02/2013WRBB04650
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659. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update
on the rates of suicide amongst the Traveller community and the support available for families
in the Traveller community who are affected by suicide. [8076/13]
19/02/2013WRBB04700

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Suicide is a tragedy that we are constantly
working to prevent and also working to give more support to the families affected. Dealing
with the current high levels of suicide and deliberate self harm is a priority for this Government.
Reach Out the National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention makes a number of recommendations in relation to fast track referrals to community-based mental health services, effective response to deliberate self harm, training, stigma reduction, etc. Consequently, the HSE’s
National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) has developed a range of initiatives to support
people who are suicidal and also supporting their families, friends and peers in recognising and
responding appropriately to signs of emotional distress and suicidal thoughts. Area 15 of Reach
Out deals with marginalised groups including Travellers.
19/02/2013WRBB04800

Suicide within the Traveller community was shown to be a major problem by the findings
of the All-Ireland Traveller Health Study which was published in 2010. This study determined
that in 2007 the suicide rate among male Travellers was 6.6 times that of the general population
while for female Travellers it was shown to be 4.9 times higher than the general population.
There has been a significant amount of work done with Traveller groups, providing information, conducting training and developing resources. The National Traveller Suicide Awareness Project (NTSAP) is a collaboration of Traveller organisations, the National Office for
Suicide Prevention and Exchange House. This project is funded by the National Office for
Suicide Prevention and has been in operation since 2007 to respond to the issue of Traveller
suicide. The project works directly with approx. 500 Travellers per year and indirectly to others through networking at national, regional and local events, and also provides preventative
and post suicide supports. The aim is to develop and implement a community development
approach to addressing the issue of suicide in the Traveller community by; acting as a resource
both to Traveller organisations and suicide related services in terms of raising their awareness
on the issue of suicide in the Traveller community; promoting the development of initiatives
to support suicide prevention, intervention and interventions after suicide situations, in a coordinated manner and, in so doing, to reduce the number of attempted and completed suicides
in the Traveller community.
The project aims to reduce the number of Traveller suicides over the next 10 years through
the following actions:
- Collate up to date data on Travellers who die by suicide and the services available to Travellers and their uptake;
- Develop prevention, intervention and interventions after suicide initiatives with Travellers
using a community development approach and based on the data collated and the experience of
the project to date;
- Effect positive policy and social change in the area of Traveller suicide;
- Carry out NTSAPs planned work in a timely, efficient and effective manner.
Traveller men who have in the past been reluctant to engage with services and two male
project workers were recruited in September 2011 with the role of working with Traveller men
nationally to focus on engaging Traveller men as well as providing ongoing support to groups in
developing appropriate responses to address the identified needs. In addition bereavement support and the development of more meaningful relationships with mental health services have
446

19 February 2013

been addressed. Overall 14 men’s groups received funding in 2012. Networking and awareness raising were carried out and Traveller men did engage with the services.
Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2013WRBB04850

660. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason the elderly and
those who are ill in the Traveller community have been targeted disproportionately financially
than any other category of citizens in the nursing home support scheme. [8077/13]
19/02/2013WRBB04900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Nursing
Homes Support Scheme is a system of financial support for people who require long-term nursing home care. Under the Scheme, nursing home resident’s contribute towards the cost of their
care based on their means, and the HSE pays the balance. The financial assessment under the
Nursing Homes Support Scheme is the same irrespective of a person’s age or whether they are
a member of any particular community.
19/02/2013WRBB05000

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2013WRBB05050

661. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the situation
regarding rental income and sale of property in relation to the nursing homes support scheme
fair deal scheme (details supplied). [8078/13]
19/02/2013WRBB05100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Nursing
Homes Support Scheme is a system of financial support for individuals in need of long-term
nursing home care. Under the Scheme, nursing home residents contribute towards the cost of
their nursing home care based on their means, and the HSE pays the balance.
19/02/2013WRBB05200

The person’s contribution towards the cost of their care is calculated based on 80% of their
income (which would include any rental income) and 5% of their assets per annum. If the person is a member of a couple, the assessment is based on half of the couple’s combined income
and assets. It was announced in Budget 2013 that the asset contribution will be increased from
5% to 7.5% per annum. The legislation underpinning the Scheme must be amended before this
change can take effect.
The Scheme contains several important safeguards which ensure that both the person in the
nursing home and their spouse/partner, if applicable, are adequately provided for:
Nobody will pay more than the actual cost of care.
1. The first €36,000 for a person’s assets, or €72,000 for a couple, is not taken into account
during the financial assessment.
2. The principal residence is only included in the financial assessment for the first three
years of a person’s time in care. This three year cap can also apply to family farms/businesses
in certain circumstances.
3. Where an individual’s assets include land and property in the State, the contribution based
on such assets may be deferred and collected from their estate. This is the optional Nursing
Home Loan element of the scheme.
4. Individuals keep a personal allowance of 20% of their income, or 20% of the maximum
rate of the State Pension (Non-Contributory), whichever is the greater.
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5. If there is a spouse/partner remaining at home, s/he will retain 50% of the couples income, or the maximum rate of the State Pension (Non-Contributory), whichever is the greater.
6. Certain items of expenditure, called allowable deductions, can be taken into account during the financial assessment. These allowable deductions include health expenses.
7. There is a financial review mechanism which takes account of the fluctuating value of
assets and the fact that cash assets will naturally deplete over time as payments are made to the
nursing home etc.
If a person avails of the Nursing Home Loan, the money advanced by way of the loan must
be repaid as follows:
- If the repayment arises because of the death of the person in care, it must be repaid within
12 months of the date of death. Otherwise interest will apply from the date of death.
- If the repayment arises because the property is sold/transferred during the person in care’s
lifetime, it must be repaid within 6 months of the date of the sale/transfer, otherwise interest
will apply back to that date.
If a person’s principal residence is sold (whether or not they are availing of the Nursing
Home Loan), the proceeds of the sale are treated as cash assets and would not be subject to the
three year cap. Cash assets are currently taken into account at 5% per annum for as long as the
person remains in nursing home care.
The Scheme includes a five year anti-avoidance mechanism, i.e. any income or assets transferred within the five years prior to applying for the scheme are taken into account in the financial assessment. This is necessary in order to ensure that the scheme is fair to all and financially
sustainable.
It is not clear from the details supplied who is the applicant in the case referred to by the
Deputy. I would, therefore, suggest that the individuals in question contact their local Nursing
Homes Support Office which will answer any queries they have about the Scheme. A list of the
Nursing Homes Support Offices is available on the HSE’s website at: http://www.hse.ie/eng/
services/Find_a_Service/Older_People_Services/nhss/nhss.html#offices.
Medical Card Applications

19/02/2013WRBB05250

662. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on
an application for a medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8083/13]
19/02/2013WRBB05300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRBB05400

Question No. 663 answered with Question No. 649.
Patient Redress Scheme

19/02/2013WRBB05550

664. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if she will meet with the victims of
former consultant Michael Neary as a matter of urgency in order to deal with his commitment
to resolve their outstanding issues and quest for justice. [8102/13]
19/02/2013WRBB05600
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717. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if the review he initiated in his Department on how best to compensates those women victims of the former consultant
Michael Neary who were ex excluded from the terms of the redress scheme established by the
former Government on the grounds of age, has reported to him ; the way he intends to proceed;
how quickly he will act in view of the fact that the number of women involved continues to
reduce; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8504/13]
19/02/2013WRBB05700

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 664 and 717
together.
19/02/2013WRBB05800

A commitment was made in the Programme for Government to seek a mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age grounds alone from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme. The Scheme of Redress approved by Government in 2007 was a non-statutory,
ex-gratia scheme. Awards were determined by an independent Redress Board in 2007 and
2008. I have in the past met representatives of the women excluded on such grounds from the
scheme, and I would envisage further consultation with these women, and/or their representatives, as the matter progresses.
My Department has been engaged in a review to identify the most appropriate mechanism
to compensate these women. This review has included taking instructions and legal advice,
including advice from the Office of the Attorney General, with a view to bringing proposals
to Government for a decision. This process is ongoing, and it is my intention that it will be
brought to a satisfactory, legally sound conclusion as quickly as possible.
Ministerial Appointments

19/02/2013WRBB05850

665. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Health the details of all appointments made
by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since
taking office, including the State owned banks and the Judiciary. [8121/13]
19/02/2013WRBB05900

667. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Health the details of the qualifications of
all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and the Judiciary for
the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8139/13]
19/02/2013WRBB06000

669. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Health the number of appointees and the
percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other
appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8157/13]
19/02/2013WRBB06100

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 665, 667
and 669 together.
19/02/2013WRBB06200

For appointment to a State Board, candidates must have a range of general competencies
in order to carry out their role effectively. These would include experience of good corporate
governance, a good track record of working with teams or committees, analytical and strategic
management capacity, a working understanding of financial planning service planning budgets
and financial management. In addition specific competencies or qualifications may be required
for each agency. For appointments through the Public Appointments Service a questionnaire
is devised to elicit the competencies of prospective candidates. The suitability of applicants
is assessed against these criteria and a short-list is compiled from which I may make appointments. Appointments may not necessarily be from one of the applications received through the
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advertising process.
In relation to Questions Nos. 665 and 669, the additional information requested is currently
being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available. I, as Minister for
Health, have no involvement in appointments to either State owned banks or the Judiciary.
Medical Card Application Numbers

19/02/2013WRBB06250

666. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of medical card applications received in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number allowed; the number refused; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8129/13]
19/02/2013WRBB06300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the
Health Service Executive for the information requested by the Deputy. I will revert to the
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRBB06400

Question No. 667 answered with Question No. 665.
Home Care Packages

19/02/2013WRCC00100

668. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of home care package
applications received in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number allowed; the number refused; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8147/13]
19/02/2013WRCC00200

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRCC00300

Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 665.

19/02/2013WRCC00500

Medicinal Products Supply

670. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with the relevant
authorities to assess the potential benefits of Ampligen to M.E patients; if he will work to ensure
that Ampligen is made available to M.E patients here; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8174/13]
19/02/2013WRCC00600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under European
and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market the manufacturer has
to seek an authorisation from the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) or in the case of certain medicinal products, the European Medicines Agency (EMA). A determination on an application
for authorisation of a medicine is based on a rigorous scientific assessment of the application
against legal and regulatory requirements. In the case of Ampligen, because of the biotechnology nature of the active substance involved, any application for Ampligen to be made available
to European patients has to be made to the EMA. I have no information on whether or not such
an application has been received by the EMA.
19/02/2013WRCC00700

The current position therefore is that Ampligen has not been authorised to be placed on the
market in Europe.
Health Services Issues

19/02/2013WRCC00800
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671. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if in this State the standard practice is to fit deaf children with only one cochlear implant; if he will give consideration to changing this practice and move towards bilateral implantation; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8175/13]
19/02/2013WRCC00900

735. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the date on which he received the
business proposition that has been put forward by Beaumont Hospital in relation to the provision of bilateral cochlear implants for children who need them; when he expect a decision to be
made in relation to this proposition. [8761/13]
19/02/2013WRCC01000

736. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the date on which Beaumont
Hospital, Dublin, and Health Service Executive management meet to discuss the proposition
made by Beaumont Hospital in relation to the provision of bilateral cochlear implants; if the
HSE have endorsed the proposal made by Beaumont Hospital; if he will now make a decision
on same [8762/13]
19/02/2013WRCC01100

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 671, 735
and 736 together.
19/02/2013WRCC01200

The HSE undertook a National Review of Audiology Services. The National Audiology Review Group developed a comprehensive set of recommendations to address the inconsistencies
and inadequacies in audiology services which are contained in the HSE Report of the National
Review of Audiology Services published in April 2011.
This report provides the blueprint for the planning, development and delivery of HSE audiology services, from new-born screening to assessment and management of adults and children
with hearing problems, including cochlear implantation. That report included a recommendation that continued ring-fenced financial support be provided for the cochlear implant programme but at levels which allow for simultaneous bilateral implantation for children.
Since then, the HSE Audiology Clinical Care Programme was formed to oversee the implementation of the recommendations detailed by this report. Progress is being made on the
modernisation of audiology services in Ireland with the introduction of a universal national
programme of new-born hearing screening a key priority.
Beaumont Hospital is the centre for delivering Ireland’s national cochlear implant programme, with surgical provision for patients under six (6) years carried out in the Children’s
University Hospital Temple Street. While no dedicated programme for simultaneous or sequential cochlear implantation is being carried out in Ireland at this time, some bilateral implantation has already occurred for patients, mainly very young children with certain medical
conditions such as a history of meningitis or blindness.
It is estimated that there are approximately 200 children in Ireland today who may be suitable for a second implant. Not all suitable patients proceed with the second implant when appraised of all the issues involved.
I am aware that Beaumont Hospital, HSE Management and the HSE’s Audiology Clinical
Care Programme have met recently to discuss a joint process to identify the options for developing and resourcing a programme of simultaneous and sequential cochlear implantation. An
important element of this will be the development of clear clinical criteria to prioritise clients
for assessment and follow on implantation. The introduction of this service is a matter between the HSE and Beaumont hospital and the HSE has advised me that these plans will be
progressed through the HSE 2014 estimates process.
Question No. 672 answered with Question No. 649.
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19/02/2013WRCC01400

Medical Card Eligibility

673. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a discretionary
medical card as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8178/13]
19/02/2013WRCC01500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRCC01600

Questions Nos. 674 and 675 answered with Question No. 649.
Prescription Charges

19/02/2013WRCC01900

676. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will explain the anomaly
which exists between monthly prescription charges for families in which no family member has
a medical card and monthly prescription charges for families when one member has a medical
card on medical grounds, if no family member has a medical card, that family pays a maximum
of €144 per month for prescription charges, if one member of that family has a medical card
on medical grounds then the family pays the €144 monthly prescription charge plus €1.50 per
item in the medical card prescription; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8188/13]
19/02/2013WRCC02000

692. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if there are any proposals or provisions permitted which would accommodate persons who are experiencing financial hardship
as a result of the prescription charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8288/13]
19/02/2013WRCC02100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 676 and 692 together.
19/02/2013WRCC02200

The General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme and the Drug Payment Scheme (DPS) are
separate schemes with separate qualifying criteria.
Under the GMS Scheme, medical card holders are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item
for medicines and other prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject
to a cap of €19.50 per month for each person or family. Charges are not payable in respect of
items supplied under the Long Term Illness Scheme. Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone
Treatment Scheme.
Under the DPS, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards
the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.
In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by
an individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.
There is no provision, under the prescription charge legislation, to accommodate persons
who are experiencing financial hardship as a result of the prescription charge.
HSE Staffing

19/02/2013WRCC02300
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677. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of posts
in the Health Service Executive currently filled using the jobbridge scheme; if he will identify
the posts in question; if he will state the numbers so employed in 2011 and 2012; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8191/13]
19/02/2013WRCC02400

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The JobBridge Scheme was established by
my colleague the Minister for Social Protection to provide work experience placements for
interns for a 6 or 9 month period.
19/02/2013WRCC02500

The filling of such posts is a matter for the Health Service Executive, and as such, the
Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

19/02/2013WRCC02600

Medical Card Drugs

678. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will continue to cover the cost
of the drug, Dispamine 250g per month on the medical card of a person (details supplied); the
reason the drug is being removed as a permanent item on the medical card payment items list;
and the reason Wilson’s disease is not being recognised as a long term illness by his Department
[8192/13]
19/02/2013WRCC02700

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is responsible for the administration of the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme, therefore, the
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WRCC02800

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.
Health Services Issues

19/02/2013WRCC02900

679. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a commitment that a residential unit (details supplied) in County Galway will continue in its current use
and provide a commitment that medical staff there, in line with the ethical guidelines of their
professions, should not be intimidated out of speaking publically to defend the welfare of their
patients by Health Service Executive west management as is now being attempted; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8197/13]
19/02/2013WRCC03000

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE,
which has operational responsibility for this unit, recently commenced measures to address
safety issues identified at the facility. The Executive has indicated that it will continue to work
with relevant stakeholders, including medical staff, to ensure that the safety of residents remains the primary concern. Pending the outcome of a review of 24 hour residential facilities
for East Galway Mental Health services generally, no decision has been taken in relation to the
future use of the unit.
19/02/2013WRCC03100

Hospital Services

19/02/2013WRCC03200

680. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the reasons the epilepsy units
at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, and at Cork University Hospital have not yet been opened; and
when he expects to be able to open them in full [8204/13]
19/02/2013WRCC03300

19/02/2013WRCC03400

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Cork and Beaumont are two of six regional
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centres which have been identified by the HSE’s Clinical Care Programme for Epilepsy for the
provision of specialist epilepsy services. Developments so far under the Programme include the
opening of Rapid Access Clinics at four of these centre, including Beaumont, St James’s, Galway and Limerick. The Rapid Access clinics are led by Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANPs).
Under the Programme, 10.5 (WTE) Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANPs) have been recruited
to lead these clinics so that a total of 12 ANPs are now in place across the four centres, delivering services on site and on an outreach basis.
The two Epilepsy Monitoring Units (EMUs) planned for Cork and Beaumont under the Programme will increase pre-surgical evaluation capacity. Monitoring is required for those patients
with the worst effects of epilepsy, and patients at these units will require 24/7 care.
The staffing requirements to enable the units to be safely opened have been identified. In
regard to the planned EMU at Beaumont, I am advised by the HSE that, having secured recruitment approval from the National Control Group, Beaumont is progressing the recruitment of
the posts necessary to support the service development. The recruitment of the necessary nursing personnel is a key element to facilitate phased opening of the unit as nursing staff come
into post.
With regard to Cork, the HSE has advised that it is the intention of the Cork University
Hospital management to open the EMU in Quarter 3 of this year and this will be included in the
HSE South’s 2013 Regional Service Plan.

19/02/2013WRCC03500

Treatment Abroad Scheme

681. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if persons with epilepsy who
require specialised treatment are eligible to seek treatment abroad under the treatment abroad
scheme while the opening of the epilepsy units at Cork University Hospital and at Beaumont
Hospital, Dublin, is pending [8205/13]
19/02/2013WRCC03600

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE operates a Treatment Abroad
Scheme (TAS), for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland under EU Regulation 883/04 and Implementing Regulation 987/09 and in accordance
with Department of Health and Children Guidelines. Within these governing EU Regulations
and the Department of Health and Children’s Guidelines, the TAS provides for the cost of approved treatments in another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland through the issue of form
E112 (IE).
19/02/2013WRCC03700

The TAS allows for an Irish based Consultant to refer a patient that is normally resident in
Ireland for treatment in another EU member state or Switzerland, where the treatment in question meets the following criteria:
(a) The application to refer a patient abroad has been assessed and a determination given
before that patient goes abroad.
(b) Following clinical assessment, the referring Consultant certifies the following:
- They recommend the patient be treated in another EU/EEA country or Switzerland;
- The treatment is medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs;
- The treatment is a proven form of medical treatment and is not experimental or test
treatment;
- The treatment is in a recognised hospital or other institution and is under the control
of a registered medical practitioner;
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The hospital outside the state will accept EU/EEA form E112 (IE).
Applications to the scheme are made prior to a patient travelling abroad, are processed in
line with the above criteria, are medically assessed and a decision issued to the applicant.
In summary, all decisions including those from patients with epilepsy as referred to by the
Deputy are made based on the criteria of the scheme and the medical assessors’ recommendation.
Hospital Waiting Lists

19/02/2013WRCC03800

682. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the need
for access to neuro-rehabilitation services in view of the fact that there are unacceptable long
waiting lists to see a neurologist; and if he will end cuts to this vital support service [8208/13]
19/02/2013WRCC03900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Current neuro-rehabilitation services available include acute hospital services; the National Rehabilitation
Hospital; multi-disciplinary community services; long-term assisted living supports; and rehabilitative training services. These services are provided directly by the Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory organisations.
19/02/2013WRCC04000

Improving access to outpatient services, including neurology services, is a key priority for
the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National Treatment
Purchase Fund (NTPF) has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data. For
the first time, clear and comprehensive data is available on www.ptr.ie. The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of those
waiting longest across all hospitals. In the first instance, this will allow the Special Delivery
Unit (SDU) and NTPF to target their resources towards those patients who are waiting longest
and ensure that they are seen and assessed. A maximum waiting time target has now been set
of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment by 30th November 2013.
In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the
right time.
I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy regarding his specific query on waiting
times for a Neurologist.
Health Services Issues

19/02/2013WRCC04100

683. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health the services available to young
self employed persons, who have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease and unable to work
anymore; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8212/13]
19/02/2013WRCC04200

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand from
the Deputy that this question relates to an application to have the cost of medication, prescribed
to a person with Alzheimer’s disease, covered under the Long Term Illness Scheme.
19/02/2013WRCC04300

I wish to advise that Alzheimer’s disease is not one of the conditions covered by the Long
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Term Illness Scheme and there are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the
scheme.
Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.
In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by
an individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

19/02/2013WRCC04400

Health Services Expenditure

684. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the funding from the Special Delivery Unit that has been allocated to County Mayo to date; the details of such funding;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8218/13]
19/02/2013WRCC04500

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit has supported
funding for two initiatives in Mayo General Hospital. The Hospital received €300,000 in 2012
to support the enhancement and development of their Acute Medical Assessment Unit. More
recently, in January 2013, the SDU supported an application for funding to assist in supporting
their escalation measures to address trolley waits for the first two months of the year when there
is heightened pressure and demand on Emergency Departments. This funding of €105,000 is to
be released to the Hospital through the normal HSE finance processes.
19/02/2013WRCC04600

Question No. 685 answered with Question No. 649.

19/02/2013WRCC04800

Health Services Expenditure

686. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the new criteria recently announced for the funding of day centres; the considerations his Department has given to sparsely
populated areas and rural isolation of the elderly in formulating this criteria; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8239/13]
19/02/2013WRCC04900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRCC05000

Questions No. 687 and 688 answered with Question No. 649.

19/02/2013WRCC05300

Hospital Staff Issues

689. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when will the promised podiatry
post at Kerry General Hospital be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8263/13]
19/02/2013WRCC05400

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Clinical Programme for
Diabetes - which includes the care of children and adolescents with diabetes - was established
within the Clinical Strategy and Programmes Directorate. The purpose of the Programme is to
define the way diabetic Clinical Services should be delivered, resourced and measured; and a
19/02/2013WRCC05500
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clinician has been appointed to lead on the development of the programme.
In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, I have been advised by the HSE that
Kerry General Hospital have been approved for 1.25 whole time equivalent podiatrist. The
hospital is currently in the process of drafting a service plan and the filling of the post will be
considered in this context and the associated available funding resource.
HSE Correspondence

19/02/2013WRCC05600

690. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 227, 228, 229, and 230 which were referred to the Health Service Executive on 23
January 2013, when the replies to these questions from the HSE will be forthcoming [8266/13]
19/02/2013WRCC05700

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I can confirm
that a reply to PQs 229 and 230 issued to the Deputy from the HSE on 13th February 2013. I am
advised by the HSE that the outstanding reply to PQs 227 and 228 will issue in the coming days.
19/02/2013WRCC05800

19/02/2013WRDD00150

Health Services Staff Recruitment

691. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health when there will be further recruitment of paramedics by the Health Service Executive. [8279/13]
19/02/2013WRDD00200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budgetary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the
financial resources to do so. As the recruitment of paramedics is a matter for the HSE in the first
instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Executive for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRDD00300

Question No. 692 answered with Question No. 676.

19/02/2013WRDD00450

Medical Card Appeals

693. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an
appeal for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8294/13]
19/02/2013WRDD00500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRDD00600

19/02/2013WRDD00650

Hospital Staff Issues

694. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied)
in County Clare who applied for a transfer, will be transferred from Galway Regional Hospital
to Ennis General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8304/13]
19/02/2013WRDD00700

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The transfer of staff is a matter for the HSE
and, accordingly, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Executive for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRDD00800
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General Practitioner Services

695. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the average response times
to emergency calls to the South Doc service in the Kinsale area of County Cork; if his attention
has been drawn to concerns surrounding the response times of the service in the area at present; the reasons behind the delay in the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8306/13]
19/02/2013WRDD00900

696. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the average response times
to emergency calls to the South Doc service in the Bandon area of County Cork; if his attention
has been drawn to concerns surrounding the response times of the service in the area at present; the reasons behind the delay in the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8307/13]
19/02/2013WRDD01000

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 695 and 696 together.
19/02/2013WRDD01100

90% of the population have access to GP out-of-hours services in 14 centres nationally, in
all HSE regions, in at least part of every county. Over 2,000 GPs provide services in the co-ops.
In relation to the specific issues raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked
the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on the matter.
Question No. 697 answered with Question No. 649.

19/02/2013WRDD01250

Sexually Transmitted Infections

698. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form, the number of recorded cases of the eleven sexually transmitted infections that are
currently legally notifiable here; ano-genital warts, chancroid, chlamydia trachomatis, genital
herpes simplex, gonorrhoea, granuloma inguinale, infectious hepatitis B, lymphogranuloma
venereum, non-specific urethritis, syphilis and trichomoniasis from 2002 to date in 2013; and if
he will provide a breakdown based on age, gender and location. [8331/13]
19/02/2013WRDD01300

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Eleven sexually transmitted infections (STIs)
are currently legally notifiable in Ireland: ano-genital warts, chancroid, chlamydia trachomatis,
genital herpes simplex, gonorrhoea, granuloma inguinale, infectious hepatitis B, lymphogranuloma venereum, non-specific urethritis, syphilis and trichomoniasis. Aggregate data on the
number of notified STIs from Departments of Public Health in each HSE region is collated
quarterly. The Departments of Public Health are notified of STIs mainly from STI clinics and
some GPs.
19/02/2013WRDD01400

There were 13,259 notifications of STIs in 2011, an increase of 12.2% when compared with
2010 and continuing an upward trend since 1995. Information on activity levels in STI clinics is not readily available. However I have asked the Health Service Executive to supply this
information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

19/02/2013WRDD01450

Sexually Transmitted Infections

699. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full
list, in tabular form, of all locations nationwide which provide screenings for sexually transmit19/02/2013WRDD01500
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ted infections; and if he will list the criteria for screening in each location based on gender and
sexual orientation, that is, the number of screening centres for men, women and gay men and
so on. [8332/13]
Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Sexual health prevention and treatment services include a broad range of health care at different levels, both public and private, throughout
the health care system. The main elements include prevention of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and clinical care for those with STIs, contraception, screening for diseases such as
genital chlamydia, psychosexual counselling and support, and specialised services for high-risk
groups and diseases.
19/02/2013WRDD01600

HSE public STI screening services are almost exclusively based in hospitals and special
community clinic settings around Ireland and are free. Some GP practices and family planning
services also provide STI testing services for a fee.
STI screening is provided free of charge in the following sites:
County

Address

Target Population

Dublin

GUIDE Clinic, St. James’s Hospital,
Dublin 8
(Young Persons Only clinic on Thursdays)
Mater Hospital, Dublin 7 Women’s
Health Project Gay Men’s Health
Service (GMHS)

General
(Young People)
General
Women in prostitution MSM/Transgender

Louth

Outpatients Department, Louth
County Hospital, Dundalk
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital,
Drogheda

GeneralGeneral

Monaghan

Outpatients Dept, Monaghan Hospital

General

Westmeath

Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

General

Laois

St Fintan’s Hospital, Portlaoise, Co.
Laois

General

Cork

South Infirmary, Victoria Hospital,
Cork CityYouth Health Service, Cork
City

GeneralGeneral

Kerry

General Hospital, Tralee, Co. Kerry

General

Waterford

Regional Hospital, Waterford City

General

Carlow

District Hospital, Carlow

General

Tipperary

South Tipperary Hospital, Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary General Hospital, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary

GeneralGeneral

Limerick

Regional Hospital, Limerick City

General

Clare

General Hospital, Ennis, Co. Clare

General

Galway

University Hospital, Galway City
Portiuncula Hospital,
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway

GeneralGeneral

Mayo

General Hospital, Castlebar, Co. Mayo General

Sligo

Regional Hospital, Sligo Town

General

Donegal

General Hospital, Letterkenny, Co
Donegal

General

The criteria for screening is as follows:
Female Screening Criteria
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Symptomatic

Asymptomatic

Or Clinical signs of infection
Or contact of STI
Vaginal
- Gram stain
- Wet Vaginal Prep – TV
- High Vaginal swab
- GC Culture
Cervical
- Gram stain
- Cervical CTNG
Consider Pharyngeal and rectal CTNG in conjunction with Sexual History

No clinical signs of infection

Wait for results

No Need to wait for results

-

Bloods: All patients HIV Ab, Syphilis Serology, Hep
BsAg,
In addition for IVDU: Hep A IgG, HepBcAb, Hep C
Ab.
Male Screening Criteria

-

Symptomatic
Or Clinical signs of infection
Or contact of STI
Urethral Smear
- Gram stain
- GC Culture
FVU
Wait for results

Asymptomatic
No clinical signs of infection

FVU
No Need to wait for results
Bloods: for all patients HIV Ab, Syphilis Serology,
Hep BsAg,
In addition for IVDU and MSM Hep A IgG, HepBcAb, Hep C Ab
Male Screening Criteria – MSM’s Only
Asymptomatic
No clinical signs of infection

Symptomatic
Or Clinical signs of infection
Or contact of STI
Urethral Smear
- Gram stain
- GC Culture
FVU
Pharyngeal CTNG
- CG Culture
Rectal
- Gram stain
- GC Culture
- CTNG
Wait for results

-

FVU
Pharyngeal CTNG
Rectal CTNG

No Need to wait for results
Bloods: HIV Ab, Syphilis Serology, Hep BsAg,
HepBcAb, Hep A IgG, Hep C Ab

19/02/2013WRDD01650

19/02/2013WRDD01700

Cervical CTNG

Sexually Transmitted Infections

700. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if we are in compliance
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with all EU Directives on sexual health in terms of provision of publicly funded treatment and
testing centres for sexually transmitted infections. [8333/13]
Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am not aware of any EU directives that apply to the provision of treatment or testing for sexually transmitted infections.
19/02/2013WRDD01800

19/02/2013WRDD01850

Irish Blood Transfusion Service

701. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if his Department has issued an instruction to the Irish Blood Transfusion service to conduct a review of its MSM Blood
Ban, which bars sexually active gay men from donating blood and if not, if he has any intention
to review this practice in view of ongoing blood stock depletion. [8334/13]
19/02/2013WRDD01900

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS)
remit is to provide a safe, reliable, robust blood service to the Irish health system. Blood, and
the products derived from it, are an integral facet of health care delivery. A major objective of
the organisation is to ensure that it always has the necessary programmes and procedures in
place to protect both the donors of blood and recipients of blood and blood products.
19/02/2013WRDD02000

The EU Directive on quality and safety of blood requires that “all necessary measures have
been taken to safeguard the health of individuals who are recipients of blood and blood components”. The permanent deferral of men who have sex with men [MSM] of whom a significant
majority consider themselves to be gay by the IBTS, is an important safety measure for blood
transfusion. The decision is not based on sexuality or orientation, but because it is known that
there is an increased level of HIV infection rates in MSM in Ireland.
Testing for HIV remains very sensitive and effective but there remains a period between
infection and detection that could permit the transmission to a recipient. The medical literature
contains well documented examples in the immediate past. Although no transfusion transmitted infection anywhere is ever acceptable, in Ireland this is considered to be especially so given
past experience. The IBTS works closely with other blood services in Europe and America
where this permanent deferral is retained. Indeed, almost no developed country has no deferral
period, and will all exclude sexually active gay men from donation.
The UK modified their exclusion criteria to introduce a finite 12 month deferral for MSM
behaviour in 2011. Since then the IBTS has reviewed formally its position and this has been
ratified by its Medical Advisory Committee and Board. With regard to supply, there is a clear
distinction to be made between transfusion safety and blood supply. Safety cannot be compromised by supply concerns. In addition, the number of donations likely to be obtained from
MSM is unlikely to resolve any supply issues.
Question No. 702 answered with Question No. 649.
Health Services Provision

19/02/2013WRDD02150

703. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed progress report on the proposed closure of a hostel (details supplied) in County Kerry and the setting
up of a forum as agreed at the meeting with him on 7 November 2012; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8336/13]
19/02/2013WRDD02200

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRDD02300
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Mental Health Services Provision

704. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on alcohol addiction
(details supplied) [8345/13]
19/02/2013WRDD02400

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): With the approval of a Registered Medical Practitioner, a person may choose, on a voluntary basis, to be
admitted to and treated in an approved Mental Health centre for a range of Mental Health issues
including depression and self harm. A person may also access required supports in the community and it is recognised that a modern mental health service is best delivered in a community
setting. In 2012 a special allocation of €35m was provided to primarily strengthen Community
Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services and Budget 2013 provided a further €35m for the continued development of mental health services across a range of
headings including the further ongoing development of community services.
19/02/2013WRDD02500

Reach Out, Our National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention highlights the fact that
alcohol and substance misuse are strongly related to deliberate self harm and suicidal behaviour. In order to counteract the harm caused by the use and misuse of alcohol, real and tangible proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations in the National
Substance Misuse Strategy report, which was published last year. Following consideration by
the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and liaison with other Departments, my colleague,
Minister of State Alex White T.D., intends to introduce specific proposals for consideration by
the Government as soon as possible.
The Mental Health Act 2001 sets out the criteria for involuntary admission to approved
centres. Subject to certain safeguards, a person may be involuntarily admitted to an approved
centre and detained there on the grounds that he or she is suffering from a mental disorder. Section 8(2) of the Act is clear, however, that an involuntary admission cannot be authorised by
reason only of the fact that the person is ‘socially deviant’ or ‘addicted to drugs or intoxicants’.
That does not mean that a person in either of these categories cannot be involuntarily admitted
to or detained in an approved centre but for this to happen, the person must be deemed to be
suffering from a mental disorder as defined in the Act.
The Deputy will be aware that a Steering Group set up to conduct an initial Review of the
Mental Health Act 2001, published its Interim Report in June 2012. A copy of the Report is
available on my Department’s website at ‘http://www.dohc.ie/publications/int_report_sg_reviewMHA.html’. During their consultation process, the Group received many representations
regarding the detention process set out in the Act. The Group have recommended, inter alia,
that a person should be detained for treatment as a last resort and that the Act should be underpinned by the least restrictive principle, stressing that the patient should not be detained longer
than is absolutely necessary. It is also recommended that the revised Act should incorporate
human rights focused guiding principles, with the autonomy principle being central to the detention provisions in the Act.
An Expert Group is now in place to conduct the second and substantial phase of the review
of the Act and the Group’s report is expected in quarter two 2013.

19/02/2013WRDD02550

Medical Card Applications

705. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date in
respect of a medical card application in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare;
when the medical card will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8348/13]
19/02/2013WRDD02600
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRDD02700

Ambulance Service Provision

19/02/2013WRDD02750

706. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the ambulance service in County Kerry; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [8356/13]
19/02/2013WRDD02800

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRDD02900

Infectious Diseases Incidence

19/02/2013WRDD02950

707. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will identify the hospitals
and or healthcare centres at which Legionnaires disease occurred in the past two years; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8366/13]
19/02/2013WRDD03000

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A group within the HSE is updating guidance
on the prevention and control of Legionellosis in Ireland. The HSE has again been requested to
supply the details of health care facilities affected by Legionellosis in the last two years to the
Deputy as a matter of urgency.
19/02/2013WRDD03100

HSE Data

19/02/2013WRDD03150

708. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide figures for the
number of children who have an ASD diagnosis; or if exact figures are not available if he has
estimates of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8402/13]
19/02/2013WRDD03200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WRDD03300

19/02/2013WRDD03350

Services for People with Disabilities

709. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he recognises autism as a specific condition which requires specific supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8404/13]
19/02/2013WRDD03400

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Autism is a disability that affects the normal
development of the brain in areas of social interaction and communication. It is described as a
spectrum disorder that can have a varied presentation of characteristics ranging from mild to
severe. The first signs of autism may appear as developmental delay before the age of 3. Many
individuals with autism due to the complexity of their presentation may have a primary diagnosis of intellectual disability or mental health co-morbidity.
19/02/2013WRDD03500

As the Deputy will be aware, current Government policy advocates a mainstreaming approach to the provision of services and supports for people with disabilities including those
with autism, whereby people with disabilities have access to the same services as the general
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population, and in addition receive the appropriate supports and interventions to address individual needs.
The HSE completed a review of the autism services provided by the health sector for both
children and adults with autism in 2012. Its National Review of Autism Services: Past, Present
and Way Forward Report, reviews and identifies appropriate pathways of care for individuals
with autism, given the existing diverse system of delivering services and varied approaches
across the health sector. It recommends a move to a more consistent model of service delivery
in line with the Government’s mainstreaming policy of equal access for people with a disability
to the appropriate service for their individual needs. It also recommends a reconfiguration of
existing service provision, with access at the appropriate level, depending on need, through the
primary care system, school age teams, and specialist intervention services as appropriate. It
endorses the reorganisation of services for children and young people under the Progressing
Disabilities Services for Children and Young People (0-18s) Programme.
This Programme, established since 2010, aims to achieve a national unified approach to
delivering disability health services, so that there is a clear pathway for all children to the
services they need regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of their
disability or developmental delay. The Programme is rolling out at national, regional and local
level and involves representatives from the health and education sectors, statutory and nonstatutory service providers and parents working together to see how current services can best
be re-organised. Implementation of the Programme will have a positive impact on the provision
of clinical services for all children, including those with autism, who require access to health
related supports.
The National Review of Autism Services Report will be implemented, within existing resources and taking account of the need for greater efficiency and effectiveness in the current
climate, and within the context of parallel initiatives including the Value for Money and Policy
Review of Disability Services published in July 2012 and the Progressing Disability Services
for Children and Young People (0-18) Programme.
Hospital Services

19/02/2013WRDD03550

710. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the changes that will be
made to Sligo Regional Hospital Service Plan for 2013 as a result of the recently announced
hospital allocations by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8413/13]
19/02/2013WRDD03600

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond
directly to the Deputy in this matter.
19/02/2013WRDD03700

Respite Care Services

19/02/2013WRDD03750

711. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive West will provide an updated report on plans for respite care services in counties Sligo,
Leitrim and Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8414/13]
19/02/2013WRDD03800

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WRDD03900
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Hospital Food

19/02/2013WRDD03950

712. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if he has guidelines in relation to
the nutritional value of meals served to overnight hospital patients; his view of the nutritional
standard of meals served to persons during their stay in hospital and the importance of providing
nutritional meals to recovering persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8427/13]
19/02/2013WRDD04000

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Healthy Catering Guidelines for Staff
and Visitors in Health-care Facilities was published by the Department in 2002. Guidelines
for Preventing Under-Nutrition in Acute Hospitals were published by the Department of Health
in August 2008. These guidelines are helping to achieve the recommendations outlined in the
Council of Europe report, Food and Nutritional Care in Hospitals: How to Prevent UnderNutrition. Making healthy and nourishing food choices easily accessible to patients in acute
hospitals can help reduce the incidence of under-nutrition in Irish hospitals and greatly benefit
patients.
19/02/2013WRDD04100

Caterers play an important role in helping patients to make healthy and nourishing food
choices. Together with hospital dietitians, they can create a supportive environment for healthy
nutrition. All food staff, by ensuring that patients eat well, help to improve both their physical
and mental health, and thus speed up their recovery from illness.

19/02/2013WRDD04150

Prompt Payments

713. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health his proposals to ensure that Health
Service Executive achieve 100% compliance to pay outstanding bills and invoices within 15
days in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8429/13]
19/02/2013WRDD04200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I can assure the Deputy that the Executive is
committed to standard payment terms of 30 days. However, given the multitude of processing
centres across the HSE, and indeed within its individual units, in order to meet a 15 day period,
it would require the introduction of a single financial and procurement system. Whilst there are
plans in this regard, it will be some time before this is in place. Taking into account that over
7,000 invoices are received daily by the Executive across a multiplicity of service delivery
units, it has consistently been my Department’s view that it is not logistically possible to apply
the 15 day payment rule to the HSE at this time.
19/02/2013WRDD04300

There are significant cost implications in achieving the 15 day target and it has been estimated that it would have an €80m impact on the HSE’s cash flow. Given the current severe pressure
on the HSE’s finances achieving 100% compliance would have a serious impact on services.
HSE Funding

19/02/2013WREE00150

714. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the amount of Health Service
Executive funding that has been provided to a charity (details supplied) since 2005 [8431/13]
19/02/2013WREE00200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This matter has been referred to the HSE for
direct reply to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WREE00300

Health Services Provision

19/02/2013WREE00350
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715. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the supports available
to a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8441/13]
19/02/2013WREE00400

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy has raised a query regarding an
individual case. The HSE has responsibility for the administration of treatment in this case and
delivery of services. The matter has therefore been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the
Deputy.
19/02/2013WREE00500

Medical Card Eligibility

19/02/2013WREE00550

716. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be approved for persons who are in receipt of payment from the community welfare officer while
their application for jobseeker’s allowance is being approved in view of the fact that in many
situations there will be significant medical bills to be paid while they are waiting for the social
welfare payment to come through and a medical card is required in these situations; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8450/13]
19/02/2013WREE00600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy. I will revert to the
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WREE00700

Question No. 717 answered with Question No. 664.
Hospital Waiting Lists

19/02/2013WREE00850

718. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment with an
orthopaedic surgeon will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8511/13]
19/02/2013WREE00900

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the NTPF
has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data. For the first time, clear and
comprehensive data is available on www.ptr.ie. The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospitals. In the first instance, this will allow the SDU and NTPF to target their resources towards
those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed. A maximum
waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment by 30
November 2013.
19/02/2013WREE01000

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the
right time.
In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.
Universal Health Insurance Provision

19/02/2013WREE01050
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719. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the date on which in 2013 free
general practitioner visits will be made available to those on the long term illness scheme as
stated in Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8520/13]
19/02/2013WREE01100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme
for Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Universal Health Insurance with equal access to care for all. As part of this, the Government is
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office.
Primary legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a universal GP service without fees.
19/02/2013WREE01200

Legislation to allow the Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP services without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently being drafted by the Office
of the Attorney General and the Department and it will be published shortly. Implementation
dates and application details will be announced in due course.
An annual budget of €15 million was provided for the first phase of the roll out of GP care
without fees.
Hospital Services

19/02/2013WREE01250

720. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the date on which the Haemochromatosis programme, that has been in place in Dublin since 2007, will be rolled out
countrywide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8530/13]
19/02/2013WREE01300

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I agree that a model of care needs to be established for haemochromatosis patients that would provide equal access in the most cost-effective
manner possible. In this regard the HSE’s National Clinical Programme for Blood Transfusion
has reviewed services nationally for haemochromatosis patients with a view to providing a
service that reflects best international practice in terms of patient care and value for money.
I understand that discussions are ongoing with the Irish Blood Transfusion Service and other
relevant parties such as GPs to examine options for the improved care of haemochromatosis
patients and I look forward to hearing the outcome of these discussions.
19/02/2013WREE01400

Question No. 721 answered with Question No. 649.
Services for People with Disabilities

19/02/2013WREE01550

722. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the number of persons nationally
who have been waiting for the completion of an assessment of need, under the Disability Act
2005 and regulations, for more than six months. [8617/13]
19/02/2013WREE01600

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
19/02/2013WREE01700

Hospital Acquired Infections

19/02/2013WREE01750

723. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who die
as a result of hospital acquired infections; the measures that are being taken to reduce these in19/02/2013WREE01800
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cidents and if these measures apply equally to private hospitals; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8619/13]
Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): At the outset I would like to state that MRSA
is at its lowest recorded level in six years.
19/02/2013WREE01900

Routine data is not available on deaths from hospital acquired infections (HCAIs); in certain cases such infections may be a contributing factor to a particular death but not the primary
cause, hence the difficulty in giving definitive statistics on the issue. Prevention of HCAIs and
infection of hospital patients with antimicrobial-resistant organisms (AMR) is a key patient
safety and clinical quality initiative for the Irish health care service.The Royal College of Physicians of Ireland (RCPI) / HSE Clinical Advisory Group on HCAIshas established a national
clinical programme for the prevention and control of HCAIs and AMR. The overall aim of the
programme is that every health care worker and all parts of the health care system recognise
that the prevention and control of HCAI and AMR is a key element of clinical and non-clinical
governance and that our health care systems have processes in place to ensure safe health care
is reliable delivered irrespective of the health care setting.
The clinical programme’s remit includes the development of national clinical guidelines,
provision of patient and public information on HCAIs, campaigns on hand hygiene, hospital
and community antibiotic prescribing, prevention of medical device related infections, intersectoral AMR control and the continuing development of bloodstream infection surveillance in
conjunction with the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC).
Recent publication of 14 hospital hygiene inspection reports by the Health Information and
Quality Authority (HIQA) under its National Infection Prevention and Control Standards indicate general satisfaction with hygiene compliance but underline improvements required in certain facilities.HIQA will conduct further inspections during 2013 in a subset of these facilities
and the relevant hospitals will continue to be supported in implementing quality improvement
plans to further comply with the Standards. Additional hospitals will also be inspected.
I am satisfied that the measures in place to control and prevent HCAIs and AMR in health
facilities are yielding the required results (for example the drop of 55% in MRSA rates in
the last six years) and that ongoing work programmes will continue to address this central
challenge for all health service providers. At present, the Health and Information Quality Authority’s remit does not extend to the private sector.Officials of my Department are currently
working on the Licensing of Health Facilities Bill which will provide for a mandatory system
of licensing for public and private health service providers.The legislative proposals are being
prepared broadly in line with recommendations made in the Report of the Commission on Patient Safety and Quality Assurance and are designed to improve patient safety by ensuring that
healthcare providers do not operate below core standards which are applied in a consistent and
systematic way.The intention is to have a proportionate system which has the confidence of the
public.Standards and other requirements will be enforceable through inspection and imposition
of sanctions as necessary.Licensing will be targeted at areas which are not currently subject
to regulation.It is expected that outline proposals for the new system of licensing should be
finalised in the near future.
Question No. 724 answered with Question No. 649.
Medical Card Applications

19/02/2013WREE02050

725. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a

19/02/2013WREE02100
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medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [8639/13]
Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WREE02200

Primary Care Centres Provision

19/02/2013WREE02250

726. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the progress made in advancing
potential primary care centres (details supplied) in County Galway having regard to agreements
between the Health Service Executive and general practitioners for operation of same and further to particularise locations of each centre having regard to suitability and availability of sites;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8670/13]
19/02/2013WREE02300

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Gort and Tuam, Co Galway are two of the 35
potential locations for primary care centres for development by way of PPP as announced in the
July 2012 Infrastructure Stimulus Package. Of the 35, approximately 20 will be offered to the
market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on active local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability. The HSE is currently analysing the
available sites in each location and engaging with the GPs in each location to determine their
interest in participating in the primary care centre development. While it is not possible, at this
time, to give start and completion dates for any of the individual 20 potential locations, the best
estimate is that these primary care centres will be completed by late 2016.
19/02/2013WREE02400

Questions Nos. 727 to 729, inclusive, answered with Question No. 649.
Health Services Staff Issues

19/02/2013WREE02550

730. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the proposal to hire health care assistant in hospitals; if it is still active or has it been shelved; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8695/13]
19/02/2013WREE02600

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Service Plan 2013 states
that there will be a focused approach to the management of the staffing resource in order to
deliver on the service objectives of the plan. This will involve, amongst other measures, the
systematic review of rosters, skill mix and staffing levels, particularly the tight control of higher-cost staffing arrangements.
19/02/2013WREE02700

As this is a service matter for the HSE, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Executive for direct reply.
National Lottery Funding Applications

19/02/2013WREE02750

731. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application
for a grant in respect of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8718/13]
19/02/2013WREE02800

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application
for funding from the 2013 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This
19/02/2013WREE02900
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is one of a large number currently being assessed by my Department, and the Deputy will be
informed of the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.
Hospital Waiting Lists

19/02/2013WREE02950

732. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9 will have to wait until 10 October 2014 to see a consultant respiratory physician at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, despite their persistent respiratory difficulties. [8729/13]
19/02/2013WREE03000

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the NTPF
has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data. For the first time, clear and
comprehensive data is available on www.ptr.ie. The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospitals. In the first instance, this will allow the SDU and NTPF to target their resources towards
those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed. A maximum
waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment by 30
November 2013.
19/02/2013WREE03100

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the
right time.
In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.
Questions Nos. 733 and 734 answered with Question No. 649.
Questions Nos. 735 and 736 answered with Question No. 671.
Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

19/02/2013WRFF00200

737. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of
the services available in the public health system for persons who have lost a limb in an accident
including details of the possibility of a prosthetic limb being provided; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8795/13]
19/02/2013WRFF00300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Current prosthetic, orthotic and limb absence rehabilitation services available include acute hospital services; the National Rehabilitation Hospital and multi-disciplinary community services. These
services are provided directly by the Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory
organisations.
19/02/2013WRFF00400

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in response to his specific question
concerning health and prosthetic services for persons who have lost a limb in an accident.
Dental Services Provision

19/02/2013WRFF00500

19/02/2013WRFF00600

738. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans for funding the
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dental clinics located at Castlecomer and Graiguenamanagh, County Kilkenny and Bagenalstown County Carlow; the number of referrals from local schools dealt with by each of these
clinics; the catchment area dealt with by each clinic; the costs per year of the running of each
clinic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8805/13]
Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Dental services to
children up to 16 years are provided by the Public Dental Service of the HSE. The service is
targeted at children at key stages in their development. Children are given dental examinations
and any follow-up treatment required at these stages. When required, emergency dental treatment is available to all children up to 16 years. The HSE has been asked to examine the specific
query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRFF00700

Home Help Service Provision

19/02/2013WRFF00800

739. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a home help will be restored in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite a
response [8807/13]
19/02/2013WRFF00900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRFF01000

Hospital Services

19/02/2013WRFF01100

740. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health where the dedicated 13 bed
in-patient ward for cystic fibrosis patients in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, is on the list for the
capital rolling programme; or if funding would be available for the ward in the Health Service
Executive clinical care programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8817/13]
19/02/2013WRFF01200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond
directly to the Deputy in this matter.
19/02/2013WRFF01300

Medical Card Drugs

19/02/2013WRFF01400

741. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he has concerns regarding
medical card fraud particularly in relation to prescription drugs; the estimated cost to the State
of such fraud annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8821/13]
19/02/2013WRFF01500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information
requested is currently being collated by the HSE and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon
as it is available.
19/02/2013WRFF01600

Question No. 742 answered with Question No. 649.
Ambulance Service Provision

19/02/2013WRFF01800

743. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if ambulances from a private
company (details supplied) in Kildare will now be used in assisted admissions in respect of
mental health patients in County Kerry; the implications in the event of an emergency if the am19/02/2013WRFF01900
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bulance is located in Kildare; the cost implications of out sourcing this service; if he will provide a detailed breakdown of all costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8829/13]
Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
19/02/2013WRFF02000

Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

19/02/2013WRFF02100

744. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in
tabular form the total amount paid out in salaries to VHI staff in 2011 and separately in 2012;
the total amount paid out in bonuses to VHI staff in 2011 and separately in 2012; the total number of employees who received more than €80,000 from the VHI in 2011, including bonus payments; the total number of employees who received more than €100,000 from the VHI in 2011,
including bonus payments; the total number of employees who received more than €150,000
from the VHI in 2011, including bonus payments; the total number of employees who received
more than €175,000 from the VHI in 2011, including bonus payments; the total number of employees who received more than €200,000 from the VHI in 2011, including bonus payments;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8865/13]
19/02/2013WRFF02200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The VHI has informed me that the figures
requested by the Deputy in respect of 2012 are not available as VHI accounts for that year have
not yet been finalised. They expect to do so by the end of March. In respect of 2011, the total
salaries paid to VHI Healthcare staff was €47 million. While the salary of the CEO is published
as part of the Annual Report & Accounts, salaries of other executives are not published.
19/02/2013WRFF02300

As the VHI is a commercial body operating in a competitive market, it does not publish
information of a commercially sensitive nature.
Medical Card Appeals

19/02/2013WRFF02400

745. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card
was revoked in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12. [8908/13]
19/02/2013WRFF02500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRFF02600

Medical Card Eligibility

19/02/2013WRFF02700

746. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the limits for savings
and the formula used to assess it against the qualifying criteria for an over 70s medical card.
[8909/13]
19/02/2013WRFF02800

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy. I will revert to the
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.
19/02/2013WRFF02900

Vaccination Programme

19/02/2013WRFF03000
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747. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the recent incidence of
TB, the policy of administering the BCG vaccine to newborns, which is currently the practice
in all regions of the State except of the west of Ireland, will be extended nationwide [8981/13]
19/02/2013WRFF03100

748. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an assurance that
in the event that cost is a prohibiting factor in the extension of the administration of the BCG
vaccine to newborns in the west of Ireland that additional funding will be provided from his
Department and the Health Service Executive [8982/13]
19/02/2013WRFF03200

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 747 and 748
together.
19/02/2013WRFF03300

The National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) recommends a universal neonatal
BCG vaccination policy. Historically, BCG vaccination is given in HSE West to children in
5th/6th class in primary schools and also to infants in the ‘at risk’ categories. These childhood
immunisations are already funded from within existing HSE resources.
Rates of TB are declining nationally. The latest validated figures for epidemiology of TB in
Ireland relates to 2009. In 2009, the national rate of TB was 11.3 per 100,000 of the population ranging from 5.1 in HSE West to 15.7 in HSE East. In 2012, the provisional national rate
of TB incidence was 8.3 per 100,000 of the population, ranging from 5.0 in HSE South East to
11.0 in HSE South.
Proposed Legislation

19/02/2013WRFF03400

749. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce regulations to
govern private home care-givers in view of the benefit this would have for practitioners and the
public alike; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8984/13]
19/02/2013WRFF03500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Programme for Government (Government for National Recovery, 2011-2016) commits to developing and implementing national standards for home support services, which will be subject to
inspection by the Health and Information Quality Authority (HIQA).
19/02/2013WRFF03600

Primary legislation will be required to introduce a statutory regulation system for home care
services. Some complex legal issue arises in this area. The changes needed are being introduced in the context of the licensing of Health Care providers generally and of other legislative
priorities in the Social Care area. Issues of resources also need to be factored in.
In the meantime a number of measures have been or are being taken to improve the safety
and quality of home support services for older people delivered by, or on behalf of, the HSE.
A Procurement Framework for Home Care Services (with quality and screening requirements)
came into effect in mid-2012 and, in parallel, the HSE introduced National Guidelines for the
Standardised Implementation of the Home Care Package Scheme.
New National Quality Guidelines for Home Care Support Services and new National Home
Help Guidelines have been prepared and are currently the subject of negotiations between the
HSE and SIPTU under the auspices of the Labour Court.
Smarter Transport

19/02/2013WRFF03700

19/02/2013WRFF03800

750. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
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will confirm the way in which the design manual for streets objective referred to in the Smarter
Travel policy document has progressed since his taking office; if the National Transport Authority has identified city and town-specific models to achieve an optimal sustainable travel pattern
in urban centres around the State; if he will provide this information; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [8733/13]
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The importance
of street design in supporting and encouraging sustainable travel patterns in urban areas is
recognised in the Smarter Travel policy under the theme of aligning spatial planning and transport. There is a growing appreciation that streets should not just be transport corridors, but
rather should be places in which people want to live and spend time. To that end, my Department, together with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, is
sponsoring the preparation of a Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets. The Manual will
outline practical design measures to support and encourage more sustainable travel patterns in
urban areas. It is currently being finalised and it is intended to launch the Manual on the 25th
of March.
19/02/2013WRFF03900

The Deputy might wish to note that under my Department’s Smarter Travel Areas initiative, Limerick City, Dungarvan and Westport have officially become Ireland’s Smarter Travel
Demonstration Areas 2012-2016 representing a city area, medium-sized town and small town.
The three areas will see a combined investment of €23 million to encourage a behavioural
switch to more sustainable forms of transport. In addition, under the Active Travel Towns funding programme initiated by my Department in 2012, small grants have been made available to
30 towns to develop walking and cycling strategies and over €5.2m has been allocated to local
authorities to deliver Active Travel strategies in 12 towns.
Monitoring and research undertaken by the National Transport Authority in support of sustainable transport objectives are matters that fall within the remit of the NTA. I have, therefore,
referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply with regard to the second section of
the question. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working
days.
Taxi Regulations

19/02/2013WRFF04000

751. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention has been drawn to the serious problems taxi drivers are having with registration on the
new taxi portal site and the worrying failure of the phone helpline or email service to properly
explain the process exacerbated by many phone calls going unanswered and emails bouncing
back not received. [8965/13]
19/02/2013WRFF04100

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): From the end
of January 2013, in accordance with Regulations made by the National Transport Authority
(NTA) it is a requirement that all small public service vehicle (SPSV) operators notify the
NTA about the vehicles they are operating at any given time. For SPSV drivers who own and
exclusively operate their own vehicle this is a once-off notification until the vehicle is changed.
Where a SPSV is the subject of rental or other sharing arrangement all changes in the driver
operating the vehicle - however frequent - must be notified to the NTA.
19/02/2013WRFF04200

I understand that free IT tools are availble to facilitate this notification process, The “Taxi
Industry Portal” smartphone application can be downloaded onto both Apple and Android
smartphones. In addition, SPSV operators can use any PC or laptop to access the Taxi Portal
over the Internet.
474

19 February 2013

A call centre is currently operating all-day every-day to take telephone notifications. A call
to the centre is charged as a national number from landlines and mobile phones and is included
in bundles of free calls from the various companies / operators. The call centre is operated by
the NTA and I have therefore asked the Authority to respond directly to the Deputy with regard
to the issues he has raised relating to access to the call-centre.
Alcohol Advertising

19/02/2013WRFF04300

752. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views
on sports sponsorship by alcohol companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8969/13]
19/02/2013WRFF04400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy
to my detailed response to Questions Nos. 113,129,156,176 and 792 today on this matter.
19/02/2013WRFF04500

Road Projects Contracts

19/02/2013WRFF04600

753. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position
regarding the upgrade of the N4 between Mullingar, County Westmeath and Rooskey, County
Roscommon. [8053/13]
19/02/2013WRFF04700

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
19/02/2013WRFF04800

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
Ministerial Appointments

19/02/2013WRFF04900

754. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details
of all appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office, including the State owned banks and the judiciary.
[8127/13]
19/02/2013WRFF05000

755. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details
of the qualifications of all the appointees made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies
and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State owned banks
and judiciary for the appointments they have accepted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8145/13]
19/02/2013WRFF05100

756. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number
of appointees and the percentage of appointments made by him to all State agencies, commercial bodies and all other appointments made by him since taking office including the State
owned banks and the Judiciary that were subject to a public applications process. [8163/13]
19/02/2013WRFF05200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 754 to 756, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRFF05300
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Full details of the appointments that I have made to State Boards are available on my Department’s website.
The new procedures advertised by my Department on Friday 8th April 2011 involved an
open invitation to members of the public to submit expressions of interest in serving on the
board of any of the Agencies operating under my aegis. I re-iterated this call in recent weeks.
In doing so I have sought able candidates with experience or qualifications in finance (including audit capability and/or project assessment), law, corporate governance, marketing, IT, or
with experience relevant to the transport, tourism and sports sectors.
I stated clearly that, given the importance of ensuring the right mix of skills and experience
on every board, appointments would not necessarily be confined to those who had made such
an expression of interest. I may also decide from time to time not to fill all existing vacancies.
All appointments from 8th April 2011 have followed these procedures.
In summary, I have made a total of 96 appointments and 42 re-appointments since March
2011 and a number of other appointments are in the process of being made at the moment. Of
the 96, 45 (47%) were from persons who had availed of the opportunity to submit an expression
of interest.
Also under the new procedures, all new Chairpersons appointed by me have appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee prior to their appointment taking effect.
There have been two exceptions where the individual concerned did not appear before the
Oireachtas Committee. They were the appointment of Professor Cecily Kelleher as Chairperson
of the Medical Bureau of Road Safety in April 2012 as this is primarily a technical post, and the
appointment in July 2011 of Tom Wall as Chairperson of the Railway Procurement Agency to
April 2012 as this was an interim appointment pending the merger of the RPA with the National
Roads Authority.
To date, the Chairpersons of the following bodies have appeared before the Oireachtas Committee prior to their appointment/re-appointment:
Road Safety Authority;
National Roads Authority;
Railway Procurement Agency;
Dublin Aviation Authority;
Shannon Airport Authority;
Shannon Foynes Port Company;
Marine Casualty Investigation Board;
Drogheda Port Company;
Galway Harbour Company;
New Ross Port Company;
Wicklow Port Company; and
National Sports Campus Development Agency.
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In addition, the Chairpersons of the CIE companies were appointed on the 29th of June
2011. They did not appear before the relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee until the 12th of July
2011 as the Committee was newly established at that point.
All future appointments will continue to be made in this fashion.
Rural Transport Services Provision

19/02/2013WRFF05400

757. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
ensure that full consultation is carried out with all stakeholders, particularly the existing rural
transport providers, in relation to the establishment of new structures for the delivery of rural
transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8195/13]
19/02/2013WRFF05500

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan
Kelly): Since becoming Minister for Public and Commuter Transport the developments I have
initiated have been aimed at ensuring that into the future we have a more complete and cost
effective transport service offering in rural areas that better meets the transport needs of all users. To this end national responsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) was assigned to the National Transport Authority
(NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012, putting such services in a broader transport context.
I also established the National Integrated Rural Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012,
comprising key stakeholders and chaired by the NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to implementing integrated local and rural transport.
19/02/2013WRFF05600

I am very aware of the very valuable work done on the ground by the RTP Groups in ensuring that the transport needs of their local community are being identified and delivered within
available resources. However, given resources are limited and that the Value for Money and
Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, recommended organisational restructuring to
achieve efficiencies and the establishment of better alignment between the RTP groups and local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and structures are examined
and revised.
The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings
are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services
will decline. I am not prepared to allow that to happen.
Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural transport from
an efficiency and service perspective. Discussions are taking place with the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local Government, the County and City Managers Association
and the Rural Transport Network in the context of aligning the new structure with the local
authority structure. The NIRT Committee is also being kept appraised of developments. I am
hopeful that agreement on the revised structure can be achieved in the second half of this year.
I want to emphasise however that any future structure for the rural transport programme
will be based on community input, local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector. Rural
Transport by its nature is community-based and this will remain under any new structure.
Road Traffic Legislation

19/02/2013WRFF05700

758. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views
on whether in the interests of safety of road users, it is necessary to implement new regulations
19/02/2013WRFF05800
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governing the use of horses and sulkies on public roads; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8220/13]
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While the Gardaí
have recently been successful in bringing prosecutions for the racing of sulkies on public
roads, I believe that the law in this an area requires further examination.
19/02/2013WRFF05900

Under current Road Traffic legislation, I have the power, as Minister, to make general regulations for the control of traffic, including the parking of vehicles in public places. I have asked
my Department, in consultation with the Gardaí, to review the current legislation governing the
use of animals on public roads, to determine if tighter controls are necessary.  
Public Service Obligation Services

19/02/2013WRFF06000

759. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way
costs are apportioned by the National Transport Authority to companies operating Public Service Obligation routes such as Dublin Bus and CIE, and the process used to decide the amount
of money that goes to each company. [8228/13]
19/02/2013WRFF06100

760. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
number of times CIE companies have not met the quality benchmarks in their Public Service
Obligation contracts. [8229/13]
19/02/2013WRFF06200

761. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide a breakdown of the amount of the subvention paid to each of the publicly financed
transport companies by the service they offer for example how much of the public service obligation goes to each of the routes in each company and the way this is determined. [8230/13]
19/02/2013WRFF06300

762. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a
private operator were to propose to operate a fully commercial service when an existing public
sector obligation subvention service is operated, if the National Transport Authority will consider withdrawing the PSO support for the existing service. [8231/13]
19/02/2013WRFF06400

763. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way
financial performance of the CIE companies are monitored to ensure that they are able to deliver on their Public Service Obligation requirements for the duration of their contracts. [8232/13]
19/02/2013WRFF06500

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 759 to 763, inclusive, together.
19/02/2013WRFF06600

The issues raised are matters for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you
do not receive a reply within ten working days.
Departmental Funding

19/02/2013WRGG00200

764. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide in tabular form the level of Departmental funding allocated to SITT rural transport
service for 2007-2013 inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8238/13]
19/02/2013WRGG00300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan
Kelly): I am advised by the National Transport Authority that funding dispersed to Seirbhís
19/02/2013WRGG00400
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Iompair Tuaithe Teoranta (SITT) Rural Transport Programme (RTP) for 2007 to 2012 inclusive
and an indicative amount for 2013, is set out in the table below. Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teoranta (MFG) went into liquidation in September 2011 and SITT stepped into the role
of ‘temporary provider’ of the RTP within the MFG geographical area in Donegal during 2011.
This funding is shown in a separate table also underneath.
-

RTP Funds - Department
of Transport, Tourism and
Sport
€136,819.00
€190,408.00
€274,509.00
€292,131.00
€272,350.00
€225,589.00
€114,635.00
€1,506,441.00

2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013*
Total
Total All Funds

Free Travel Pass Funds
– Department of Social
Protection
€14,041.00
€11,840.00
€19,564.00
€19,357.00
€26,314.00
€35,292.00
€18,379.00
€144,787.00
€1,651,228.00

* This is an indicative allocation for the period January to June 2013.
The above figures relate to SITT for the delivery of the RTP within SITT’s own catchment
area.
Below are the amounts dispersed to SITT for the MFG area 2011 to 2012 and an indicative
amount for 2013.
Year

MFG Area: RTP Funds
DTAS
€96,487.00
€213,094.75
€103,396.00
412,977.75

MFG Area: FTP Funds
DSP
2011
2012
€18,766.00
2013*
€10,951.00
Total
29,717.00
Total All Funds
€442,694.75
* This is an indicative allocation for the period January to June 2013.
Public Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRGG00500

765. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will request Bus Éireann to reinstate the the discontinued bus service at Raheen/Burncoat/
Kilbehany along the Cork to Dublin bus route due to the considerable inconvenience caused to
rural users of that service. [8244/13]
19/02/2013WRGG00600

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of
services is an operational matter for Bus Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport
Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to both for direct reply. Please
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
19/02/2013WRGG00700

Driving Licence Issues

19/02/2013WRGG00800
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766. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views
on the concerns of the pharmacy sector in respect of the loss of driver photo ID business arising
from the awarding of a contract to the National Driver Licence Service; if he will explain the
process involved in the awarding of the contract and the reason pharmacies were not allowed to
tender for it in view of the fact that many have made a significant investment in equipment; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8257/13]
19/02/2013WRGG00900

791. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his
attention has been drawn to the concerns of pharmacies regarding the fact that photographic ID
services have been awarded to National Driver Licence Service and that pharmacies have not
been able to tender or quote for providing the service, that pharmacies also have concerns that
they have invested in state of the art equipment and will now not reap the benefits of same; if he
has considered mandating hard copy printed ID as the method by which photo ID images are to
be collected;; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8726/13]
19/02/2013WRGG01000

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 766 and 791 together.
19/02/2013WRGG01100

The Government decided in 2011 to centralise driver licence provision, following an examination of the options for driver licensing which found that a centralised system would offer
enhanced security and consistency, and be more efficient and cost-effective.    The Road Safety
Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides for the RSA to become the
central driver licensing authority in Ireland. This came into effect on 12 January 2013.
The new system involves three contracted elements, a card production facility, a front office
for engaging with the customer, and a back office to process applications. All three are to be
overseen by a specialist unit based in the RSA in Ballina.
The setting of specifications and conditions related to the tender processes for the three contracts was a matter for the RSA. I had no power to intervene, and, I understand, the contractors
have now been appointed.
Driving Licence Issues

19/02/2013WRGG01200

767. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views on a submission (details supplied) regarding phorographic ID services. [8290/13]
19/02/2013WRGG01300

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government
decided in 2011 to centralise driver licence provision, following an examination of the options
for driver licensing which found that a centralised system would offer enhanced security and
consistency, and be more efficient and cost-effective. The Road Safety Authority (Commercial
Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides for the RSA (not the NRA) to become the central
driver licensing authority in Ireland. This came into effect on 12 January 2013.
19/02/2013WRGG01400

The new system involves three outsourced elements, a card production facility, a front office
for engaging with the customer, and a back office to process applications. All three are to be
overseen by a ‘centre of excellence’ based in the RSA itself.   The card licence is standardised
across the European Union and therefore there must be consistency in the quality and standard
of information used. The photograph will be digital and will not be stuck on to the card in the
way it is to the current paper licence. The capture of the photograph is included in the fee for
the licence. As the system develops, the SAFE2 ID standard will be implemented, at which
point the only option will be the digital photo taken at the Front Office Network.
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The operation of the tender processes for the outsourced elements was a matter for the RSA,
I had no power to intervene in it, and the contractors have already been procured.
National Car Test

19/02/2013WRGG01500

768. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
amount of revenue generated annually from national car testing since its introduction; the
amount generated from re-tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8320/13]
19/02/2013WRGG01600

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road
Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the delivery of the National Car Test. As the subject matter of this Question is the responsibility of the RSA I have referred it to them for direct
reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my Office if a reply has not been received within ten
days.
19/02/2013WRGG01700

Air Services Provision

19/02/2013WRGG01800

769. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level of
his engagement and consultation with the European Union Regulators on the proposed Ryanair
bid for Aer Lingus; the influence he will have on its decision; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [8324/13]
19/02/2013WRGG01900

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Following detailed
consideration of the most recent offer by Ryanair for Aer Lingus the Government decided that
it was not prepared to support the offer because of the significant negative impact that the Government considers the offer would have on competition, connectivity and employment in the
Irish air transport market.
19/02/2013WRGG02000

The European Commission is conducting a detailed examination of the Offer under EU
Merger Control Rules and it has consulted a wide range of stakeholders, including my Department, on the remedies packages put forward by Ryanair to address the competition concerns
identified by the Commission in its initial review. Many of the details of these remedies have
been reported in the media and as reported, they do not satisfy the Government’s concern about
connectivity, competition or employment. The Government has made this point on a number of
occasions, including in my public statement of the 12th of February 2013.
The deadline for the European Commission’s decision in this case is March 6th. Notwithstanding recent media reports of the outcome of the Commission’s investigation, the Government awaits the Commission’s formal decision which we expect in the coming weeks.
Fáilte Ireland Issues

19/02/2013WRGG02100

770. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans
to assist an organisation (details supplied) with their international festival on 24 and 25 May
2013; if funding will be made available to assist with transportation costs for the visiting choirs;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8327/13]
19/02/2013WRGG02200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire19/02/2013WRGG02300
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land for direct reply. Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten working days.
Taxi Regulations

19/02/2013WRGG02400

771. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number
of permits that the Dublin Airport Authority issued to taxi drivers to pick up fares at Dublin
Airport for the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the criteria required by taxi drivers in order to
obtain a permit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8355/13]
19/02/2013WRGG02500

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised
by the Deputy in relation to the number of permits that the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA)
issued to taxi drivers at Dublin Airport falls within the operational responsibilities of DAA and
I have referred the question to the company for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact
my office if a reply has not been received within ten working days.
19/02/2013WRGG02600

Rail Services

19/02/2013WRGG02700

772. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
tickets can now be purchased on-line for all Irish Rail services; if the on-line option is not available on all services, when same will be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8399/13]
19/02/2013WRGG02800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is
an operational matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company
for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
19/02/2013WRGG02900

Question No. 773 answered with Question No. 111.
Railway Stations Upgrade

19/02/2013WRGG03100

774. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
the issue of the lack of availability of electronic ramps in Irish Rail Stations can be addressed;
if his attention has been drawn to the difficulty it is causing for persons with disabilities particularly in the DART stations in Clontarf and Killester which are in the vicinity of the Central
Remedial Clinic which accommodates a significant number of wheelchair users who require
public transport. [8409/13]
19/02/2013WRGG03200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department
is funding an on-going programme of accessibility improvement grants to upgrade existing
public transport infrastructure and facilities. This includes funding for the upgrading of Iarnród
Éireann stations to ensure they are accessible to people with mobility, sensory and cognitive
impairments. Funding in the region of €48 million has been provided to the company for this
purpose since 2006. This programme is being administered on behalf of my Department by the
National Transport Authority (NTA).
19/02/2013WRGG03300

I understand that Iarnród Éireann’s current policy is to have a portable wheelchair ramp
at all stations and they are also located on board Inter City trains. A member of staff must be
available to safely deploy the ramp for use. In relation to electric ramps the company advise
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that due to the variability of the interfaces between trains and platforms (including curved platforms, platforms of different heights) the only possible option for electric ramps is for them to
be permanently fitted on board trains. In effect due to their complexity this would require that
they are built into the train when it is first constructed. The company is committed to such a
requirement when ordering new rolling stock in the future.  
I am also informed by Irish Rail that they are in discussions with the Central Remedial
Clinic (CRC) regarding the use of Killester Station by wheelchair users. It was agreed that Iarnród Éireann would put in place an agreed protocol to assist wheelchair users when travelling
on DART services. If the CRC are agreeable to this protocol it will be implemented throughout
the DART network.
Railway Stations Upgrade

19/02/2013WRGG03400

775. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when
the job of caretaker at a train station (details supplied) in County Sligo will be filled; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8447/13]
19/02/2013WRGG03500

776. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a
ticket machine will be put in place at a train station (details supplied) in County Sligo. [8448/13]
19/02/2013WRGG03600

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 775 and 776 together.
19/02/2013WRGG03700

The issues raised are matters for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions
to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply
within ten working days.
Road Improvement Schemes

19/02/2013WRGG03800

777. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will report on progress regarding the development of the N17 - N18 Gort to Tuam motorway; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8451/13]
19/02/2013WRGG03900

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
19/02/2013WRGG04000

The N17/18 Gort-Tuam project was identified in the Government’s Financial Stimulus
Package announced in July 2012. As the Investment and Capital Expenditure Framework 20122016 did not include a financial provision for this project, an additional multi-annual allocation
is required to cover the Exchequer element of the project costs. As the allocation of such funds
is related to the planned sale of State assets, clarification has been sought from the Department
of Public Expenditure on the timelines involved. Once appropriate funding arrangements are
put in place, the NRA will be in a position to prepare the project implementation schedule.
Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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Air Services Provision

19/02/2013WRGG04100

778. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views regarding Flybe’s agreement with Ryanair to assist in its bid for Aer Lingus; if his attention has been drawn to concerns that the selling off of Irish regional routes to Flybe could lead
to the destruction of the Irish aviation industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8516/13]
19/02/2013WRGG04200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will
be aware, the European Commission is conducting a detailed examination of Ryanair’s offer for
Aer Lingus under EU Merger Control Rules.
19/02/2013WRGG04300

Following detailed consideration of the most recent offer by Ryanair for Aer Lingus the
Government decided that it was not prepared to support the offer because of the significant
negative impact that the Government considers the offer would have on competition, connectivity and employment in the Irish air transport market.
As part of its examination of the offer, the European Commission has consulted a wide
range of stakeholders, including my Department, on the remedies packages put forward by
Ryanair to address the competition concerns identified by the Commission in its initial review.
Many of the details of these remedies have been reported in the media and as reported, they
do not satisfy the Government’s concern about connectivity, competition or employment. The
Government has made this point on a number of occasions, including in my public statement of
the 12th of February 2013.
Promoting competition among airlines serving the Irish market is at the heart of the Government’s aviation strategy and the continued presence of at least two strong competing airlines
serving Ireland’s air transport needs is regarded as important. At the moment, we are fortunate
to have two very strong and profitable airlines operating in Ireland and the competitive dynamic
between the two companies has brought significant benefits for Irish consumers. The Government wants to see continued competition in the market.
The deadline for the European Commission’s decision in this case is March 6th.  Notwithstanding recent media reports of the outcome of the Commission’s investigation, the Government awaits the Commission’s formal decision which we expect in the coming weeks.
Coast Guard Services

19/02/2013WRGG04400

779. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
acknowledge the work of Coast Guard volunteers; if he will continue to maintain support for
them and other volunteer rescue units; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8524/13]
19/02/2013WRGG04500

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am delighted to
place on record how highly I and my Department value the service provided by Coast Guard
Volunteers and I am committed to fully supporting their work, management and training, coupled of course with an on-going focus on increasing efficiencies and effectiveness in providing
a better service to those in peril on our coastline and inland waters.
19/02/2013WRGG04600

The Volunteer Units are an integral part of the overall Coast Guard services delivery and
consists of approximately 950 volunteer members, divided into 49 coastal units. Their primary
roles include cliff rescue, boat operations and shoreline searching, together with a number of
secondary roles relating to support for An Garda Síochána and the Health Service Executive.
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I am also cognisant of the work provided by the volunteers involved in other community
rescue services who have declared themselves as resources available to the Coast Guard on a
24/7 basis. Grant aid to assist with their work has been retained at the existing level in 2013.
Question No. 780 answered with Question No. 108.
Question No. 781 answered with Question No. 111.
Road Traffic Accidents Data

19/02/2013WRGG04900

782. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide a county breakdown of road fatalities from 2002 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8648/13]
19/02/2013WRGG05000

785. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide a county breakdown of road fatalities in 2012; if he will provide comparable figures for each of the past ten years; and if he will concede that improvements on major motorway
infrastructure is a contributory factor in the reduction in fatalities on our roads. [8654/13]
19/02/2013WRGG05100

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 782 and 785 together.
19/02/2013WRGG05200

Under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No.
477 of 2006) responsibility for the collection and analysis of structured information on road
traffic collisions now lies with the Road Safety Authority.
Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Road Safety Authority for direct
reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
Road Safety Strategy

19/02/2013WRHH00150

783. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide details of when the next road safety strategy will be published; the measures he intends
to include; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8649/13]
19/02/2013WRHH00200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety
Authority is in the process of finalising the next Road Safety Strategy, which will cover an 8
year period from 2013 to 2020.  The aim of the Strategy, like all previous, will be to save lives
and prevent injuries by reducing the number and severity of collisions on our roads.  
19/02/2013WRHH00300

The new Strategy will adopt a safe system approach by reinforcing the concept of shared
responsibility across organisations, businesses and communities. The Strategy will outline a
number of Actions to be taken in furthering the cause of road safety and will assign responsibility for implementation of these Actions to the most appropriate State bodies. The detail of the
Actions will be finalised shortly. In general, the new Strategy, while not deflecting attention
from road fatalities, will concentrate to a greater extent on serious injuries caused by road collisions.
I intend seeking the approval of Government for the new Strategy in the coming weeks with
a view to launching it at a road safety conference to be held during Ireland’s Presidency of the
EU at the end of March 2013.  
485

Questions - Written Answers

Tourism Promotion

19/02/2013WRHH00350

784. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
outline details of the promotion of Ireland, at home and abroad, during the period of the St.
Patrick’s Day Festival; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8650/13]
19/02/2013WRHH00400

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will
be aware, responsibility for the promotion of Ireland abroad generally is a matter for my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs, while responsibility for the promotion of
Ireland as a tourist destination is a matter for the tourism agencies.
19/02/2013WRHH00500

With regard to the promotion of Ireland as a tourist destination overseas, I am advised
by Tourism Ireland of recently announced details of their fourth “Global Greening” initiative
which sees iconic buildings and sites across the world “go green” to mark St. Patrick’s day. The
initiative captures public and media attention across the world generating positive publicity
for Ireland and helping create a supportive backdrop against which Tourism Ireland can roll
out its targeted marketing programmes. Amongst the landmarks going green this year are the
pyramids of Giza, the Christ the Redeemer Statue in Rio De Janeiro, the Sydney Opera House
and the Leaning Tower of Pisa. More details can be found on Tourism Ireland’s website. In addition, all opportunities to promote Ireland as a tourist destination will be availed of during the
programme of overseas Ministerial visits during the St. Patrick’s Day period with a particular
focus on The Gathering Ireland 2013.
With regard to the domestic market, this year’s St. Patrick’s festival will again aim to showcase all that is best about Ireland and deliver lasting memories for the 1.6 million people who
engage with the festival annually. The theme of this year’s Dublin parade is “Great Things
Happen When We Get Together” and the “People’s Parade” means that several thousand people
from around the world will lead the parade.
In addition and given that 2013 is the year of The Gathering, I am, in conjunction with Minister of State Brian Hayes, encouraging a wide programme of “greening” of public buildings at
home. I have also invited my Ministerial colleagues, local authorities, bus and rail companies
and airports to green prominent buildings in their care and the Gathering Team are disseminating the concept through their network across the country. A number of high profile buildings
have been confirmed already and, together with Minister of State Hayes, I hope to make an announcement on the subject over the coming weeks.
Question No. 785 answered with Question No. 782.
Road Safety Issues

19/02/2013WRHH00650

786. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his
attention has been drawn to the serious safety concerns locally regarding the N4 stretch from
Castlebaldwin to Colooney, County Sligo; if he is prepared to state that this road is a priority
for the National Roads Authority and his Department when funding becomes available; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [8655/13]
19/02/2013WRHH00700

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
19/02/2013WRHH00800
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Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act. Noting the
above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
Notwithstanding the above, as the Deputy will be aware from my discussions with him on
this, this is a project which in terms both of access to Sligo and safety grounds, is of considerable importance. While there are not the resources to bring this to construction during the
course of the existing capital investment plan to 2016, if and when resources become available,
it is a project to which considerable priority will be attached.

19/02/2013WRHH00850

Aviation Issues

787. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of passengers that travelled through Kerry Airport in each of the following years: 2002,
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. [8660/13]
19/02/2013WRHH00900

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Kerry Airport, is
a privately owned company, and the Deputy should address any queries regarding the airport’s
performance, including regarding passenger numbers, to the airport management.
19/02/2013WRHH01000

Public Transport Provision

19/02/2013WRHH01050

788. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will address the bus service to users of the Nitelink which has been reduced to three per night
(details supplied); the consequent public order issues arising from a large number of people
waiting hours for a nitelink; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8681/13]
19/02/2013WRHH01100

789. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will request Dublin Bus to revert to the Trinity College/Townsend Street location for the Nitelink service from the D’Olier Street location in view of the public order issues arising at the
current location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8682/13]
19/02/2013WRHH01150

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 788 and 789 together.
19/02/2013WRHH01200

The provision of bus services is an operational matter for Dublin Bus in conjunction with
the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the
company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within
ten working days.
Road Traffic Offences

19/02/2013WRHH01350

790. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
if he received a submission from an organisation (details supplied) dated 7 February 2013 in
relation to the penalty points system and Section 63 of the 2010 Road Traffic Act; his views on
the submission [8724/13]
19/02/2013WRHH01500

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A submission has
been received in my Department from the PARC organisation and a reply is currently being
19/02/2013WRHH01600
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prepared.
The operation of section 22 of the Road Traffic Act 2002, as amended by section 63 of the
Road Traffic Act 2010, is entirely a matter for the Courts Service and my colleague Minister
Alan Shatter T.D., Minister for Justice and Equality.    
Question No. 791 answered with Question No. 766.
Question No. 792 answered with Question No. 113.
Taxi Regulations

19/02/2013WRHH01850

793. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there
is any inequality in the application procedures applied to persons applying for a taxi PSV licence based on whether or not they were born in this country. [8839/13]
19/02/2013WRHH01900

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority
(NTA) under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009. The skills development programme, including the area knowledge test, for the purposes of SPSV driver licensing
is administered by the NTA. The NTA also administers the SPSV vehicle licensing application
process with regard to SPSVs including taxis, wheelchair accessible taxis, hackneys, wheelchair accessible hackneys and limousines.
19/02/2013WRHH02000

An Garda Síochána is currently the authority responsible for the licensing of drivers of
Small Public Service Vehicles (SPSVs) in accordance with Regulations prescribed by the
NTA. In order to maintain high standards in the industry and encourage the general public to
use SPSV services, the SPSV driver licence is granted only to people who meet set criteria. All
applicants for the SPSV driver licence are vetted by the Gardai to ensure that they are a fit and
proper person to hold an SPSV driver licence. In order to qualify for an SPSV driver licence, a
person must hold an Irish driving licence or a driving licence from another EU, EEA or other
recognised State, and the person must hold a current tax clearance certificate.
The regulatory framework is in accordance with EU internal market requirements relating
to the provison of services and mutual recognition arrangements are long established in relation
to driving licences. I am not aware of any conditions under the current SPSV licensing system
that would give rise to inequality purely by virtue of a person’s place of birth.
Civil Aviation Regulation

19/02/2013WRHH02050

794. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he has discussed with Aer Lingus and or Ryanair, the future development of
air passenger transport, long and short haul, with a view to maintaining a stable and vibrant
industry to meet the requirements of air passengers, nationally and internationally, maximising
the use of this country as an international air transport hub; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [8895/13]
19/02/2013WRHH02100

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In December last
I facilitated a conference at which I launched a review process for the development of a new
national civil aviation policy for Ireland. A wide array of industry representatives including
Ryanair and Aer Lingus and wider stakeholder groups were invited to debate what the policy
should contain.
19/02/2013WRHH02200

488

19 February 2013

Following on from that conference I will shortly publish a consultation paper which has
been developed taking into consideration the views expressed at the conference. Following the
period of public consultation I intend to publish a draft policy statement later this year for further comment before finalising and adopting the new national policy in early 2014.
Ferry Operations

19/02/2013WRHH02250

795. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he expects to see the development and expansion of sea-ferry transport from
this country to various UK and or continental destinations in the future with particular reference
to meeting increased demand and requirements and market development in this sector; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8896/13]
19/02/2013WRHH02300

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland is well
serviced in terms of ferry connectivity as the market offers a diverse range of viable maritime
links in and out of the State. This is vital to facilitate trade and tourism. There are currently six
shipping lines providing passenger services, with approximately 500 sailings weekly between
Ireland and Britain and continental Europe, depending on the time of year. All ferry companies
servicing these routes are commercial companies and, as such, their services are market driven.
19/02/2013WRHH02400

Competition in the sector is encouraged and I expect services to develop and expand to
meet any increased market demands in the future. In the past, ferry operators have responded
to market developments and increased capacity, when required. My Department through its
agency, the IMDO, works closely with all existing operators and continues to promote Ireland
as a location for new services.
The Irish ferry market is also a very important element of the Irish tourism transport network. While the vast majority of our overseas visitors arrive in Ireland by air, research has
shown that visitors coming to Ireland by car are very important to our tourism industry as they
tend to stay longer, they tend to tour around more (with consequential benefits for regional
tourism) and they tend to spend more than those arriving by air. Accordingly, the state tourism
agencies have continually targeted this segment.
As the Deputy will be aware, this is a particularly important year for Irish tourism with
The Gathering Ireland 2013 now underway and over 3,000 individual gatherings confirmed on
the Gathering website. The overall target is to attract at least 325,000 extra overseas visits to
Ireland in 2013. Tourism Ireland continues to mount a major consumer campaign to promote
The Gathering to people overseas that feel linked by family, friends or otherwise with Ireland.
In this regard the agency is undertaking cooperative activity with the major airlines and ferry
operators to highlight the value fares that are on offer. This activity will continue through 2013.
Tourism Promotion

19/02/2013WRHH02450

796. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he has identified major sporting events as a means to develop and promote economic activity during the course of the current year in the context of the Gathering; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [8897/13]
19/02/2013WRHH02500

797. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he continues to examine and explore the possibility of linking up major sporting
events in this country with sister events in other jurisdictions throughout Europe and globally
19/02/2013WRHH02600
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with a view to maximising economic benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[8898/13]
Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 796 and 797 together.
19/02/2013WRHH02700

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that event tourism will be prioritised in order to continue to bring major events to Ireland. The hosting of major sports events can
provide a great showcase for Ireland, drive international visitor numbers and the media coverage of sports tourism events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a holiday destination.
Fáilte Ireland continues to support the sports tourism sector and in 2012 the Volvo Ocean
Race returned to Ireland with its finale in Galway, Dún Laoghaire hosted the ISAF Youth
World Sailing Championship, the Tall Ships and the Bavaria Motor Racing Exhibition event took
place in Dublin as well as the Navy-Notre Dame American Football game in the Aviva Stadium.
Tourism Ireland also rolled out a busy programme of promotional activity to target a wide range
of potential visitors in the run-up to and during the Olympic Games.
I am supportive of the ongoing efforts of the State Tourism Agencies and the National Governing Bodies of Sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment of the
costs/benefits involved in any State financial support. On the sporting side, athletes from over
thirty countries travelled to Ireland in 2012, for training or participation in Olympic/Paralympic
related events before the London Games. I am aware of a number of sporting events taking
place around the country during the year of The Gathering Ireland 2013,details of which are
included on the Gathering website.
Sport and Recreational Development

19/02/2013WRHH02750

798. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he continues to engage with sporting and recreational organisations throughout
the country with a view to the identification of their future proposals for development with
particular reference to the need to plan for future events; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [8899/13]
19/02/2013WRHH02800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Both myself and
Minister of State Ring have ongoing dialogue with the key sport stakeholders on the strategic
issues and challenges facing the sector and on the sport policy priorities and actions required
for the future development of sport.
19/02/2013WRHH02900

Tourism Promotion

19/02/2013WRHH02950

799. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he continues to have discussions on a regular basis with the various stakeholders in the tourism sector with particular reference to the need to identify problems and or opportunities for the industry in advance with a view to enhanced development in the future; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8900/13]
19/02/2013WRHH03000

800. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he has compared costs for the tourism sector here with those applicable in other
jurisdictions through Europe and worldwide; the extent to which he sees opportunities for development of the Irish tourism sector by addressing such issues; and if he will make a statement
19/02/2013WRHH03100
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on the matter. [8901/13]
803. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
extent to which he and his Department have regular interaction with stakeholders in the tourism
sector with a view to identification of issues of concern; the extent to which he expects to be in
a position to respond to any such issues such as credit availability or transport costs throughout
the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8904/13]
19/02/2013WRHH03200

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 799, 800 and 803 together.
19/02/2013WRHH03300

Both I and the Department are in regular contact with the stakeholders in the tourism sector
and kept advised of issues of concern to the industry.
The Government’s plans to improve overall competitiveness are set out in the Programme
for Government.  I have also outlined my priorities to 2016 for the transport, tourism and sports
sectors on my Department’s website.
With specific regard to the tourism sector, the Government has already delivered on several
measures under the Jobs Initiative to reduce costs and enhance competitiveness, such as reducing VAT to 9% on a range of tourism services and halving employers’ PRSI for those on modest
wages. Following on from the Jobs Initiative, the 2012 Action Plan for Jobs set out key policy
actions to ensure tourism’s continued contribution to economic recovery.   The Finance Bill
which was published recently contains further measures to assist the industry including
- The diesel fuel rebate for hauliers, bus and coach operators;
- Extending the Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme to encourage investment in
tourism accommodation;
- Confirmation of the eligibility of tourism accommodation to participate in Real Estate
Investment Trusts;
- Smaller tourism businesses will benefit from the higher VAT threshold of €1.25 million.
In line with the Programme for Government and the Action Plan for Jobs, the Government
will continue to play its part in reducing business costs, increasing credit availability and enhancing overall competitiveness.
Questions Nos. 801 and 802 answered with Question No. 106.
Question No. 803 answered with Question No. 799.
Ports Development

19/02/2013WRHH03550

804. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he
expects to publish the review of national ports policy; and if the process is still open to submissions. [8971/13]
19/02/2013WRHH03600

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department
has now carried out a major review of ports policy. The new policy is designed to provide a coherent framework for all state owned ports and allow for their future development in a manner
that suits their individual circumstances.
19/02/2013WRHH03700

The policy will be considered by the Government in March and it will be published follow491
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ing Government approval as soon as possible after that.
Consequently, the period for submissions is now closed.
Tourism Capital Investment Programme

19/02/2013WRHH03750

805. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the tourismspecific funding programmes that are likely to be available under the new EU multi-annual
financial framework, 2014-2020. [8973/13]
19/02/2013WRHH03800

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will
be aware, responsibility in relation to the European Union’s overall Multi-Annual Financial
Framework for the period 2014 to 2020 is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance in
the first instance. On the 7/8th February, political agreement was reached on the Multi-Annual
Financial Framework for 2014 to 2020. This is the first step in terms of overall agreement which
will now require the consent of the European Parliament. The political agreement on the budget
includes overall expenditure ceilings for various overarching subheads. The agreed Framework does not give a detailed breakdown of financial allocations for smaller programmes and
sector specific allocations for areas such as tourism will depend on the more detailed negotiations under the various legislative acts covered by the MFF package.
19/02/2013WRHH03900

In terms of our position in these discussions, obviously it is our view that tourism as a highly important sector at national and EU level should be appropriately recognised in the specific
sectoral programmes. Our priority will continue to be that any future tourism measures at EU
level should be clearly additional to national efforts and should have a clear impact on the tourism industry here.  It is likely that tourism can benefit from a range of different EU programmes,
with rural development (which is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Agriculture, Food
and the Marine) likely to be of particular benefit to tourism in Ireland. Other possible areas
which may support tourism include regional and employment measures and also a proposed
programme for the competitiveness of Enterprises and SME’s (the so called COSME proposal),
which may include some tourism-specific measures and for which my colleague the Minister
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation is primarily responsible. Our position is that we will look
at all tourism measures under the MFF in the round and ensure that all appropriate opportunities
to benefit the Irish tourism industry are availed of.
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