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        Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 19 to 114, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 115 to 122, inclusive, answered orally.

12/02/2013WRA00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRA00600123. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of persons who applied for a derogation under the stocking density rules of the 
2012 disadvantaged area scheme; the number who have been granted a derogation to date; the 
number refused and the number of outstanding appeals to be dealt with; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6993/13]

12/02/2013WRA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It will be 
recalled that, arising from the 2012 budgetary process, savings needed to be found in my De-
partment’s expenditure for 2012 to keep it in line with government targets. Accordingly, it 
was necessary to adjust the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme. However, rather than simply apply 
an across the board cut to the rates payable or reduce the maximum payable area, I decided 
that real efforts should be made to focus the Scheme on those farmers who are most actively 
contributing to achieving the aims of the Scheme, namely: ensuring continued agricultural 
land use, thereby contributing to the maintenance of viable rural communities; maintaining the 
countryside; and maintaining and promoting sustainable farming systems, which take account 
of environmental protection measures.

I was also determined that those adversely affected by the 2012 changes should be afforded 
the opportunity to appeal, where they could show legitimate reasons for their inability to meet 
the new requirements. In total, my Department wrote to in excess of 10,000 beneficiaries under 
the 2011 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme whose holdings had not achieved the minimum stock-
ing density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare, as required under the Terms and Condi-
tions of the 2012 Scheme. 

Provision was made for an appeals process to take account of a variety of situations, specifi-
cally: Restriction on the stocking levels on the holding due to adherence to an agri-environments 
plan such as REPS, AEOS or National Parks and Wildlife Service plan; Farming marginal land 
where the level of stock that can be maintained is restricted; Illness or death in family; Outbreak 
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of animal disease in the herd; New entrant to farming.

In response, my Department received 9,635 applications from farmers seeking derogation 
from the requirement that the minimum stocking density on the holding should be 0.3 livestock 
units per hectare or higher in respect of 2011. 

These applications have been fully processed, with 7,086 being successful. Those, whose 
applications were unsuccessful, were informed of their right of appeal to the independently 
chaired DAS Appeals Committee. Appeals were received from 1,459 applicants, of which my 
Department was in a position to overturn the original decision on 547 cases, without the need 
to refer to the DAS Appeals Committee, on the basis of additional information which had not 
previously been submitted. 

Of the 849 appeals submitted to date to the Committee, decisions have been taken in respect 
of 599 cases, of which 192 were allowed, 351 disallowed and 56 requested to submit additional 
information. Processing of the outstanding appeals remains ongoing. 

12/02/2013WRA00750Animal Slaughtering Standards

12/02/2013WRA00800124. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline the procedures in place regarding the slaughtering of horses here where the horse-
meat is subsequently exported; the control mechanisms that are in place in relation to the trace-
ability of this horsemeat if it is imported back into Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [6915/13]

12/02/2013WRA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All slaughter 
plants which are approved under the relevant EU food safety regulations, known collectively 
as the ‘Hygiene Package’, are entitled to export the meat they produce. EU law provides for the 
free movement of goods between Member States. On that basis, meat and meat products, such 
as horsemeat, produced in an approved establishment, can be moved freely within the EU. Re-
sponsibility for compliance with EU food safety and traceability requirements rests in the first 
instance with food business operators (FBOs). FBOs must have a system in place to identify 
the source of inputs and destination of outputs (commonly referred to as “one step forward and 
one step back”).

The regulatory requirements are designed to ensure that meat produced in approved slaugh-
ter plants is suitable for human consumption. The same legislation applies across the EU and 
the same controls will apply if horsemeat is imported back into Ireland.

All equines (which include horses, ponies and donkeys) are required to be identified in ac-
cordance with EU and national legislation.  An equine for slaughter for human consumption 
must be accompanied to the slaughterhouse by its passport. The passport includes information 
on any veterinary medicines administered to equines. The information on the passport deter-
mines whether the animal can be slaughtered for human consumption. 

My Department has detailed procedures for the slaughter of horses in abattoirs under its su-
pervision and has communicated these and the checks required both to its staff and the business 
operators. It has liaised with passport issuing agencies in Ireland and has developed protocols 
to allow abattoir operators to check the details of passports with these agencies to seek to en-
sure that they are valid and that only those horses eligible for slaughter are slaughtered. Where 
forged or tampered passports accompanying horses to slaughter are detected, it is the policy that 
such animals are destroyed and removed from the food chain.
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An annual audit of meat products is carried out in each Department approved meat plant. 
The audit includes physical identity, labelling and documentary checks. This includes product 
originating both in EU Member States and third countries. In addition, labelling and documen-
tary checks form part of the routine checks conducted by Department officials.

12/02/2013WRB00200Suckler Cow Quota

12/02/2013WRB00300125. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide the expenditure in 2011 and 2012 on the suckler cow welfare scheme; the esti-
mated expenditure on suckler cow schemes in 2013 and 2014 based on the existing suckler cow 
welfare scheme and the new scheme he announced before Christmas; if he intends to maintain 
the expenditure on suckler cow schemes at the 2012 levels; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6960/13]

12/02/2013WRB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Suckler 
Welfare Scheme was a five-year Scheme for beef breed animals born during the period 1 Janu-
ary 2008 and 31 December 2012 in herds owned by eligible participants. This Scheme was fully 
funded by the Exchequer.  In the context of Budget 2013, I announced that, given the existing 
Scheme had reached the end of its projected life and achieved its aim, I had secured funding for 
a new support programme for suckler beef farmers to participate in a Beef Data Programme.  
A total of €10 million has been allocated for this programme in 2013, which is financed from 
unspent Single Farm Payment Funds.

This programme will assist farmers in improving the genetic quality of Irish cattle and will 
maintain the data flow into ICBF in order to build further knowledge and more rapid progress 
in breeding and ultimately in profitability for farmers.  In terms of support for the beef sector, 
I also announced that the Beef Technology Adoption Programme would be retained for 2013.  
This Programme, which provides for funding of €5m this year, will continue to provide farmers 
with better information to increase profitability on farms.

In excess of €150 million has been paid to participants in the Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme 
since its inception. Payments amounting to €30 million were made during 2011 and a further 
€27.4 million during 2012. I have also made funding of €10 million available in 2013 to con-
tinue to make payments for animals, born before 31 December 2012, that become eligible dur-
ing 2013.

My Department believes that this provision will be sufficient to cover outstanding liabilities 
under the Scheme, given that payment has already been made, where possible, on animals born 
between 1 January 2008 and 31 December 2011.  As regards those animals born in 2012, it will 
be some time yet before the final picture emerges given the need to establish that the qualifying 
criteria have been complied with, particularly the weaning requirement.

In total, therefore, taking account of the other initiatives to which I have referred, a total of 
€25 million has been earmarked to support the beef sector in 2013.  I believe that this repre-
sents a significant achievement in the current challenging budgetary situation and reflects the 
Government’s commitment to the sector.  As regards 2014, it is too early to comment meaning-
fully in any specific terms, and I will review the matter in light of the budgetary situation and 
competing demands as preparation for the 2014 budgetary cycle commences.
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12/02/2013WRB00500Animal Welfare Issues

12/02/2013WRB00600126. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of sport horses here; the controls in place to ensure animal and human health in relation 
to these horses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6968/13]

12/02/2013WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The most re-
cent estimate of the number of Sport Horses in Ireland is provided by a report commissioned by 
Horse Sport Ireland and conducted by UCD on the Economic contribution of the Sport Horse 
industry to the Irish economy.  The report was published last autumn and estimated the total 
sport horse population in Ireland at 124,368.  Of these, the Breeding sector comprised 73,349, 
the competition sector 10,354 and the leisure sector 35,882.  These figures were compiled us-
ing a number of sources, such as Central Statistics Office data, the records of approved horse 
registration organisations and surveys of a wide range of parties in the industry itself.

With regard to animal health issues, the movement of equidae between Member States of 
the EU is subject to harmonised rules governing animal health. These rules require all equidae 
to be accompanied by a passport and a health document stating that the equidae has come from 
a holding which is not restricted due to notifiable diseases of equidae and are clinically healthy 
at the time of examination. The rules also provide that the equidae must undergo a veterinary 
inspection 48 hours prior to movement and their movement must be recorded on the TRACES 
system.

A Tripartite Agreement (TPA) between the United Kingdom, France and Ireland avails of a 
derogation provided for in Article 6 of Council Directive 2009/156/EC.  This allows Member 
States to grant one another derogations from requirements for inspection and certification prior 
to movement and trade between them, provided they are satisfied that the relevant health sta-
tus between the signatory countries is equivalent. Each country is required to notify the other 
members of the Tripartite of any confirmed cases of listed diseases that change the equivalence 
status. The original TPA related exclusively to horses registered in stud books or registered to 
any international association or organisation which manages horses for competition or racing. 
However, with the advent of compulsory identification of equidae and the requirement for all 
equidae to have passports, all equidae with passports (except those destined directly for slaugh-
ter) are permitted to move freely within the TPA areas.

With regard to human health, under EU and national regulation, only those horses that 
have been identified and registered with a passport issuing organisation may be considered for 
slaughter for human consumption.  Horses treated with certain veterinary medicines such as 
phenylbutazone are permanently excluded from the human food chain in order to protect public 
health and the passport of the horse in question is endorsed by the prescribing veterinary prac-
titioner to this effect at the time of the prescription being issued or the medicine being admin-
istered. An equine for slaughter for human consumption must be accompanied to the slaugh-
terhouse by its passport compliant with current veterinary requirements - this requirement is an 
essential part of the food-chain information required by food law.

My Department introduced enhanced procedures for the slaughter of horses in abattoirs in 
October 2011 and communicated these and the checks required both to its staff and the business 
operators. These procedures provide that an official veterinarian must be present in a meat plant 
when slaughtering is taking place. All animals are subject to an ante-mortem inspection, which 
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includes an identification check, by an official veterinarian prior to slaughter. Where forged or 
tampered passports accompanying horses to slaughter are detected, it is Department policy that 
such animals are destroyed and removed from the food chain.

12/02/2013WRB00800Rural Development Programme Funding

12/02/2013WRB00900127. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the EU allocation under different measures under the Rural Development Programme; the 
expenditure to date; the amount re-imbursed by the EU; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [6985/13]

12/02/2013WRB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Rural Development Programme 2007 - 2013 [RDP] a total of €2,494,540,590 EAFRD fund-
ing was allocated at programme level. This was subsequently allocated at axis level under the 
programme financial plan. Since the launch of the RDP expenditure under the programme up 
to the end 2012 amounted to €3.74bn. This represents close on 77.6% of the total value of the 
Programme which is €4.82bn and 83% of the EAFRD amount.  Axes 1 and 2 of the Rural De-
velopment Programme are administered by my Department while Axes 3 and 4 are delivered 
by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. Details of the 
expenditure per measure under the RDP up to the end of 2012 and the amount re-imbursed by 
the EU are set out in the table below. This table does not include funds already committed but 
not as yet claimed.

The programme, like all national spending, is subject to ongoing budgetary constraints but 
is configured to maximise all available EU funding. Ireland’s draw down rate under the Pro-
gramme has been among the highest of EU Member States over the lifetime of the current 
Programme.

Spending under a number of measures may continue until the end of 2015 and this will pro-
vide considerable scope to allow all measures to spend up to their full allocation. Adjustments 
have already been made to the RDP financial plan and will continue to be made to the end of the 
Programme in order to achieve the fullest possible draw down of available funds.

 Support 
Measure

Title EAFRD 
Allocation 
per Axis

Total 
Expenditure 2
007 – 2012

Of which 
EAFRD 

- - - € €
Axis 1 
Competitiveness

- - - -

111 Vocational 
Training

7,133,733 4,040,626

112 Setting up 
Young Farmers

12,892,430 6,504,938

113 Early 
Retirement 
Scheme

212,653,617 112,687,662

121 Modernisation 
of 
Agricultural 
Holdings

78,194,859 45,671,306

- Total Axis 1 237,515,376 310,874,639 168,904,532
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 Support 
Measure

Title EAFRD 
Allocation 
per Axis

Total 
Expenditure 2
007 – 2012

Of which 
EAFRD 

Axis 2-  
Environment 
and 
Land 
Management

- - - -

212 Less 
Favoured 
Areas

1,288,821,995 708,852,098

213 Natura 84,365,076 47,134,930
214 Agri Environmental 

Payments
1,898,093,784 1,057,028,093

- Total Axis 2 2,001,176,888 3,271,280,855 1,813,015,121
Axes 3 & 4 – 
Wider rural 
economy

- - - -

321 Rural 
Broadband 
Scheme

13,413,000 0 0

413 & 421 & 431 LEADER 239,435,326 162,083,165 105,057,499
- Total  Axes 

3 & 4
252,848,326 162,083,165 105,057,499

511 Technical 
Assistance

3,000,000 1,441,575.23 720,789

- GRAND TOTAL 2,494,540,590 3,745,680,238 2,087,697,941

12/02/2013WRB01100Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRB01200128. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if it is intended to fund the development of forestry from the next common agriculture policy 
programme; and if so, the effect this could have on agricultural payments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [6990/13]

12/02/2013WRB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): We have a 
long way to go before final decisions can be taken on the content of the next rural development 
programme, including whether to include an element for forestry development. Although we 
now know, since Friday last, the amount of EU funding that will be available to Ireland for rural 
development, the proposed EU framework of rules for rural development in the next program-
ming period are still under discussion by EU Agriculture Ministers and by the European Parlia-
ment.  Once these regulations have been agreed, there will follow an extensive analytical and 
consultative process to inform our decisions on the content of the Irish programme.

12/02/2013WRB01400Departmental Schemes

12/02/2013WRB01500129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which all farm support payments due to the farming community are paid up to 
date; the number still outstanding and the reasons therefor; the extent to which he expects such 
payments to be made in full at an early date in order to assist farmers who may have budgetary 
problems arising from the reluctance in the part of lenders to facilitate their customers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6918/13]
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12/02/2013WRB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am, of 
course, conscious of the financial pressures on many farm families and of the importance of 
grant and scheme payments to their incomes and cash-flow.  Since my appointment I have given 
the highest priority to the processing and payment of all scheme payments and to the elimina-
tion of all unnecessary delays.

In a ten week period from late September to early December 2012, the amount paid by my 
Department by way of direct payments to farmers was in excess of €1.4 billion.  By any mea-
sure, this is both a very significant sum in itself and a very commendable achievement in terms 
of delivery.

To date, over 123,000 farmers have been paid in excess of €1,210 million under the 2012 
Single Payment Scheme. Payment commenced on 16th October 2012. The normal payment 
date is 1st December but the earlier payment date was approved by the EU  following my mak-
ing a case to  the EU Commission.

With regard to the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, while there is no regulatory start date for 
payments, the scheme being co-funded, the recognised earliest possible payment date is during 
the third week of September; I can confirm that payments began on schedule on 26 September. 
To date, payments worth in excess of €204 million have issued to some 93,000 applicants.

Under the Grassland Sheep Scheme payment cannot commence prior to 1 December.  I can 
confirm that these payments commenced on 10 December last and, to date, payments worth 
some €18 million have issued to 28,152 applicants.  The budget for the scheme is  €18 million.

Payments under the Beef Technology Adoption Programme commenced on target in late 
December, with some €4.4 million already paid to in excess of 4,800 participants, while pay-
ments under the Dairy Efficiency Programme, worth in the region of €5.5 million, are on target 
to issue in the coming weeks, to some 5,500 participants.  Payments worth up to €1 million are 
also on schedule to shortly issue to those successfully participating in the Burren Farming for 
Conservation Programme.

Area-based schemes under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-13, are subject to EU 
Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications, including cross 
checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, to be completed before payments can issue.  
These rigorous procedures, together with on-farm inspections, apply to a number of scheme 
payments including the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS) and the Agri-environ-
ment Options Scheme (AEOS), and are necessary to ensure that applications meet the scheme 
conditions and cross-compliance requirements.

Payments under the agri-environment schemes, REPS and AEOS in 2012 exceeded the 
levels of payments achieved in 2011.  Already in 2013 significant progress has been made issu-
ing further payments and every effort is being made to resolve outstanding queries and to bring 
payments fully up-to-date.

Under REPS 4  all payments due in respect of the scheme years prior to 2012 have been 
made and a total of 26,145 of the 30,000 applicants have been already been paid their 2012 
payment.

Under AEOS I  all outstanding payments due in respect of both 2010 and 2011 have been 
finalised and of the 7,500 participants remaining in that scheme over 6,200 have received pay-
ment in respect of 2012.

Under AEOS II 5,070 of the 6,250 approved applicants have been paid in respect of 2011.  
2012 represents the first full year payment for AEOS 2 applicants.  The high level of queries 
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and farmer delays in submitting valid claims has resulted in a lower than expected level of 2012 
payments under AEOS 2.  Nearly 2,100 have received payment at this stage and to deal with 
outstanding queries additional resources have been directed to this area with the intention of 
clearing the backlog as soon as possible.  Requests and reminders have issued to farmers that 
have not submitted valid claim forms and where applicants have received correspondence in 
this regard they should respond as soon as possible. 

Grant payments under Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS) are also sub-
ject to eligibility checks including on farm inspections in order to assess eligibility and pay-
ments are dependent on the completion of the project concerned.

12/02/2013WRB01700Common Agricultural Policy Reform

12/02/2013WRB01800130. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the EU Commission has tabled any proposal under common agriculture policy reform that 
would allow each country the flexibility to set its own maximum single payment to a person; 
if no such proposal has been made if he intends to propose such a flexibility in view of the 
significant differences between farming in the different States of the EU; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [6972/13]

12/02/2013WRB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The proposal 
tabled by the EU Commission provides for progressive reductions on payments in excess of 
€150,000 to any one farmer and sets a mandatory cap on individual payments of €300,000 or 
more.  These reductions and caps are net of the greening payment and salary costs and would 
not have any practical implications for Ireland.  The Commission proposal does not provide 
flexibility for Member States to set individual national limits.  However, in agreeing the EU 
multiannual financial framework for the next EU budget last week, the European Council de-
cided to make capping optional for Member States.

Of course, this does not automatically give Member States the option to fix ceilings on indi-
vidual payments at a national level.  This is an issue that EU Agriculture Ministers will have to 
consider over the course of the coming weeks in the light of the MFF agreement and the clarity 
provided concerning the overall budget for EU direct payments and national allocations.

For my own part, I have stated before in this house that I would have no difficulty with a 
cap on payments of approximately €100,000.  However, and particularly in view of our role as 
Presidency, I recognise that we must find a common solution across the European Union which 
all Member States can accept and live with. I also need to ensure that the flexibility countries 
are given in relation to the capping issue suits Ireland.

I will be consulting with colleagues in the Council, Commission and European Parliament 
over the coming weeks with a view to arriving at a formula that is acceptable to the Commission 
and all Member States, including Ireland.

12/02/2013WRB02000Aquaculture Development

12/02/2013WRB02100131. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress that has been made by his Department in appropriate assessment of the impact of aqua-
culture activity on harbours and bays here necessary for compliance with various EU directives; 
when the assessment programme began and the impact this will have on aquaculture licence 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6939/13]
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12/02/2013WRB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Europe-
an Court of Justice declared in case C418/04 that, by failing to take all the measures necessary 
to comply with Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 (Habitats Directive) in respect of authorisation 
of aquaculture programmes, Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations under that Directive.

In the negotiations to address the judgment a process was agreed with the European Com-
mission which would lead to full compliance by Ireland with the relevant EU Directives.  This 
process includes the following steps:

 -  a detailed data collection in 91 Bays/Estuaries

 -  a detailed analysis of raw data collected

 -  setting of Conservation Objectives by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
in respect of each site

 -  carrying out Appropriate Assessments of each licence application/fishery plan against the 
detailed Conservation Objectives set, and

 -  determination of Licences/Fisheries on the basis of the Appropriate Assessment and other 
relevant factors.

The data collection programme is substantially complete.  Analysis of the data, together 
with the setting of appropriate conservation objectives by the NPWS, will enable all new, re-
newal and review applications to be appropriately assessed for the purpose of ensuring compli-
ance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  This work represents a significant financial, 
administrative and scientific investment by the State in resolving this issue.

While the Appropriate Assessments are carried out on a bay by bay basis, each licence appli-
cation within the bay must be assessed individually.  Factors to be considered include location 
within the bay, species, scale etc.  In addition to the Natura requirements, under the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment Directive all licence applications must undergo an Environmental 
Impact pre-screening assessment. This requires significant input from the Department’s scien-
tific and technical advisors. All applications, in compliance with the requirements of the Aarhus 
Directive, are advertised in order to facilitate public consultation, and submissions or observa-
tions received must be considered as part of the licence application determination process.

Conservation objectives had been set in relation to a significant number of bays and Appro-
priate Assessments have been carried in three bays (Castlemaine, Dundalk and Roaringwater).  
I expect to be in a position to make licensing determinations in relation to aquaculture applica-
tions in Castlemaine shortly.

My Department continues to make every effort to expedite the determination of aquacul-
ture licence applications having regard to the need to comply with all relevant national and EU 
legislation.

12/02/2013WRB02300EU Funding

12/02/2013WRB02400132. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
financial implications for farmers here, including the re-distribution of payments, if the revised 
proposals on external convergence in the MFF are agreed, which would see all countries receiv-
ing a minimum payment of €196/ha, or 75% of the average by 2020.  [6979/13]

12/02/2013WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The financial 
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implications for farmers arising from the MFF, in terms of the latter’s effect on farmers’ direct 
payments, derive primarily from the overall allocations made to individual Member States.

Under the terms of the MFF agreement reached last Friday by Heads of State and Govern-
ment, the distribution of direct payments between Member States indeed included a provision 
that all Member States should receive a minimum average payment of €196 per hectare by 
2020. This essentially involves an adjustment to the original Commission proposal on external 
convergence - which itself was suggested by Ireland - in order to accommodate new Member 
States. The impact has been a very marginal one on Ireland’s overall direct payments ceiling, 
which remains at over €1.2 billion per year for the period.

12/02/2013WRB02600Departmental Properties

12/02/2013WRB02700133. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of rent reductions that have been negotiated between tenants in fishery harbour centres 
and his Department in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6921/13]

12/02/2013WRB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment owns and operates, under Statute, six Fishery Harbour Centres at Killybegs, Ros an Mhíl, 
Dingle, Castletownbere, Dunmore East and Howth. Properties located in the Fishery Harbour 
Centres are, when appropriate, offered for tenancy under lease or licence agreements.  An in-
dividual agreement, which is a formal legally binding document on both parties, is voluntarily 
signed at the outset by the tenant.  My Department currently has in the region of 140 property 
agreements in place in the six Fishery Harbour Centres.

Property agreements are complex instruments and the specific terms of those agreements 
held with my Department vary.  Of the total in place approximately 80 property agreements do 
not contain rent review clauses which require rent to be static or increased in the subsequent 
period. These include short-term licence agreements and pending lease agreements.

Any property agreements entered into subsequent to the application of Section 132 of the 
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 contain rent review clauses in which the rent 
payable following the review may be fixed at an amount which is less than, greater than or the 
same as the amount of rent payable immediately prior to the date on which the rent falls to be 
reviewed.

In the region of 60 lease agreements contain rent review clauses which require static or 
increased rent to be applied for the subsequent period. All 60 of the property agreements that 
contain such rent review clauses were signed prior to the application of Section 132 of the Land 
and Conveyancing Law Reform Act, 2009. These agreements generally require rent reviews to 
be conducted every five years.

The most recent round of rent reviews on these agreements related to the period up to mid 
2008. A number of the rental valuations determined by the qualified valuer, appointed by the 
Department following a tender competition, were disputed by the tenants. The rent review dis-
pute procedures set out in the tenants’ leases were followed and in some cases the independent 
experts recommended a decrease in the revised valuation determined by the valuer acting on 
behalf of the Department.

I am acutely aware of the economic situation facing businesses and small enterprises and 
following the completion of rent reviews due for the period up to mid 2008 I decided in 2011 
that no rent reviews would be carried out for years subsequent to 2008 and that zero rent in-
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creases would be applied across the board. I have recently decided to continue this approach in 
relation to rent reviews due in 2013 and a zero rent increase will be applied in all such cases.

12/02/2013WRB02900Common Agricultural Policy Reform

12/02/2013WRB03000134. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
France or any other EU member state secures coupled payments in the common agriculture 
policy 2013 negotiations of 10% or more for vulnerable sectors, if he will insist on the same 
level of coupled support being available for Ireland to support suckler cow and sheep farmers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6963/13]

12/02/2013WRB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
CAP reform package, the EU Commission has proposed two separate ceilings for coupled pay-
ments in the future, linked to whether the Member already operates a fully decoupled payment 
regime at present or whether it still operates coupled support in certain sectors.  The proposed 
ceilings are 5% in respect of Member States such as Ireland who are fully decoupled and 10% 
in respect of others.

I have long held the view that, as this is a discretionary measure, it seems quite inequitable 
to allow one Member State more discretion than another.  Therefore, I believe that the same 
percentage limit should be applied in all Member States, rather than 5% for some and 10% for 
others.

However, as President of the European Council of Agriculture Ministers, my objective is to 
negotiate a Council position on the reform package by the end of March, with a view to secur-
ing an inter-institutional political agreement with the European Parliament and the Commission 
by the end of June. Bearing this in mind, I will be seeking a compromise solution that will sat-
isfy the needs of all Member States.

12/02/2013WRB03200Common Agricultural Policy Reform

12/02/2013WRB03300135. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the implications of the definition of active farmer under the reformed system of Com-
mon Agricultural Policy payments.  [6913/13]

12/02/2013WRB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The defini-
tion of an active farmer has not yet been finalised in the CAP reform negotiations.

The original Commission proposal defined active farmers by reference to their receipts from 
agricultural activity, confining them to those whose annual direct payments are greater than or 
equal to 5% of the total receipts obtained from all non-agricultural economic activities or, in 
the case of certain types of grazing land, to those who carry out a minimum level of agricultural 
activity as established by the Member State.

The EU Agriculture Council had extensive debates on the Commission proposal and pro-
posed removal of the income criterion from the Commission’s original definition.  The Council 
also added language to allow Member States the option to exclude certain enterprises such as 
operators of airports, railway companies, waterworks, real estate companies, sport and recre-
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ational grounds, hunting estates, fishing and aquaculture estates, camping sites, or other like 
non-agricultural businesses or activities.

The approach of the Agriculture Committee of the European Parliament is to leave the defi-
nition to the discretion of Member States but to base it on farming activity.  The Committee also 
proposes optional exclusions for non-agricultural businesses or enterprises.

My own view is that the most sensible approach is to base the definition on farming activity 
and to allow Member States the flexibility to exclude the so-called “sofa-farmers” while ensur-
ing that those farming low productivity marginal land remain eligible for payment.

The position of the Council is clear at this point.  As Presidency, it will be my job to navigate 
a course through the diverging positions between the EU Commission, Member States and the 
European Parliament in order to settle on a compromise acceptable to all.

12/02/2013WRB03500Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRB03600136. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of farmers in mountain areas who applied for the disadvantaged area scheme in 
2012; the number of these who have mountain holdings and own sheep; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6970/13]

12/02/2013WRB03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, land is designated in three categories:

 -  Less Severely Handicapped Lowland and Coastal Areas with Specific Handicaps,

 -  Move Severely Handicapped Lowland and

 -  Mountain Type Grazing.

The rates of aid payable, which are designed to assist farmers to overcome the difficulties 
for farming in such disadvantaged areas, are graduated, in line with the level of disadvantage of 
the land designation. The rates payable under the 2012 Scheme are as follows:

Less Severely: €82.27 per forage hectare;

More Severely: €95.99 per forage hectare;

Mountain: €109.71 per forage hectare on the first ten hectares and €95.99 thereafter.

The detail sought by the Deputy is being extracted and collated at present and will be for-
warded directly to the Deputy immediately it becomes available.

12/02/2013WRB03800Horse Slaughtering Data

12/02/2013WRB03900137. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of horses slaughtered for the food chain in licensed meat plants in each of the last five 
years; the numbers of meat plants that have been licensed for the slaughter of horses in each of 
these years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6966/13]

12/02/2013WRB04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of horses slaughtered in plants approved by my Department in each of the years since 2008 was 
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as follows:

2008 – 2,002;

2009 – 3,220;

2010 – 7,296;

2011 – 12,575;

2012 – 11,402.

It is understood from the Food Safety Authority of Ireland that the following numbers of 
horses were slaughtered in local authority approved slaughter plants since 2008:

2008 –  Nil; 

2009 – 1,027;

2010 – 2,494;

2011 – 4,985;

2012 – 12,960.

The number of meat plants approved by my Department to slaughter horses was as follows:

2008 – 1

2009 – 2

2010 - 3

2011 - 3

2012 – 3

I understand from the Food Safety Authority of Ireland that the number of local authority 
approved horse slaughter plants was as follows:

2008 – Nil

2009 – 1

2010 – 2

2011 – 3

2012 – 3  

The current position is that there are 2 local authority approved plants and one approved by 
my Department. The latter is not active at present.

My Department has introduced a range of measures to improve systems in this area.

The Department has liaised with passport issuing agencies in Ireland and has developed pro-
tocols to allow abattoir operators to check the details of passports with these agencies to seek 
to ensure that they are valid and that only those horses eligible for slaughter are slaughtered.

The Department is also developing a central database of horses which will involve migra-
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tion of selected data from passport issuing agencies to the Department. The database will be 
populated by information provided from the databases maintained by the agencies, by the De-
partment from records obtained at slaughter plants and knackeries and by local authorities in 
respect of records maintained at appropriate slaughter plants. The intention is that this database 
will be used at abattoirs to assist in verifying the authenticity of the passport for the equine pre-
sented and to record its date of slaughter.

12/02/2013WRB04100Afforestation Programme

12/02/2013WRB04200138. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of hectares planted in 2011 and 2012; the target for planting in each year; the steps 
he intends taking to increase private planting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6992/13]

12/02/2013WRB04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of 6,653 hectares of new planting was made in 2011 under the afforestation schemes 
with an almost identical figure of 6,652 hectares planted in 2012.  These figures were consistent 
with the annual funding provided in each year for the afforestation programme.

The outlook for planting in 2013 is positive with an increased interest in forestry among 
landowners as evidenced by the increased number of applications approved over the past year, 
much of which will feed into the planting programme for 2013.  The provision of funding for 
the forestry programme in the 2013 Budget at more than €112.5 million will allow for approxi-
mately 7,000 hectares of new planting which should accommodate current demand.  Provision 
was also made in the Budget for the continuation of the forestry support schemes, primarily the 
Forest Roads Scheme.

My Department undertakes significant promotional activities, with the assistance of Teagasc, 
to encourage increased farmer participation in forestry, highlighting the economic, social and 
environmental benefits of forestry. Teagasc is currently holding a series of one-to-one clinics 
throughout the country, offering free, independent advice to any landowner considering the 
possibility of planting. These promotional activities, together with the opportunities presented 
by the current timber prices and the developing wood energy sector, should all contribute to an 
increased interest in planting new forests.

12/02/2013WRB04400Beef Industry Irregularities

12/02/2013WRB04500139. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline in detail controls his Department apply at factory level to ensure that processors 
comply with the correct beef carcase trim; and if he will further outline the implementation plan 
and procedures adopted by his Department in this regard. [6978/13]

12/02/2013WRB04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Officials of 
my Department carry out un-announced inspections at beef slaughtering plants to ensure that 
Carcase Dressing (Trim) is carried out in accordance with EU Regulations.

Unannounced inspections are carried out by authorised officers:

 -  According to an inspection schedule in an Annual Control Plan;

 -  As a result of infringements noted during a previous inspection visit;
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 -  Where a complaint to the Department warrants an immediate inspection.

An inspection report form is furnished to factory management on completion of each in-
spection and, where appropriate, factory Management are required to address any deficiencies 
noted.

In 2012, 433 un-announced inspections were carried out during which almost 43,000 car-
casses were inspected. It is planned to maintain this level of inspection in 2013. All inspecting 
officers are provided with ongoing training to ensure compliance with the Carcase Dressing 
(Trim) specification in accordance with the legislation.

12/02/2013WRB04700Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

12/02/2013WRB04800140. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who applied under the disadvantaged areas payments scheme for 2012; the 
number who have received their payments; the number who have had their payments rejected; 
the number still under consideration broken down on a county by county basis;; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6974/13]

12/02/2013WRB04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on target, on 26 September and, to 
date, payments worth in excess of €203 million have issued to some 93,000 farmers. Payments 
continue to issue twice weekly, as individual cases are confirmed eligible.

Nationally, 127 applications were subject to 100% penalty, as each was received after the 
final date for receipt of applications. The governing EU regulations require that a 1% cumula-
tive penalty be applied for each working day a given application is received late, with a 100% 
penalty to be applied where the application is received more than 25 days late. The 127 cases in 
question were not covered by Force Majeure/exceptional circumstance provisions.

Given the various qualifying criteria under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, par-
ticularly in relation to minimum stocking density (both the requirement to achieve a six month 
average of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectares and also to maintain an annual average of 
0.15 livestock units per forage hectares calculated over the 12 months of the scheme year), the 
need for those with equines to have their holdings appropriately registered, etc, the position 
regarding certain applicants cannot be finally established for some weeks yet.

The details requested are set out in the table following.  However, with appeals ongoing and 
payments being made twice weekly, the picture continues to evolve.

County Number of 
applicants

Number paid Value of 
payments

Carlow 759 704 €1,446,698.62
Cavan 4,857 4,562 €9,887,016.74
Clare 6,136 5,727 €13,802,845.32
Cork 7,122 6,624 €15,173,546.62
Donegal 8,473 7,374 €16,958,772.12
Dublin 134 114 €243,379.40
Galway 12,191 10,923 €23,630,726.76
Kerry 7,728 7,021 €17,309,060.60
Kildare 523 460 €818,163.22
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County Number of 
applicants

Number paid Value of 
payments

Kilkenny 1,769 1,651 €3,464,670.85
Laois 1,726 1,595 €3,157,756.54
Leitrim 3,476 3,147 €7,100,069.72
Limerick 2,935 2,694 €5,330,644.68
Longford 2,391 2,251 €4,953,159.30
Louth 757 676 €1,127,269.23
Mayo 11,623 10,395 €22,108,132.41
Meath 1,352 1,253 €2,290,032.35
Monaghan 4,111 3,830 €7,605,739.34
Offaly 2,399 2,226 €4,448,714.36
Roscommon 5,749 5,345 €11,785,753.36
Sligo 4,065 3,640 €7,930,840.52
Tipperary 4,541 4,191 €8,945,668.13
Waterford 1,450 1,311 €2,692,138.96
Westmeath 2,653 2,468 €5,013,478.22
Wexford 1,435 1,270 €2,330,451.02
Wicklow 1,751 1,578 €3,845,906.86
TOTAL 102,106 93,030 €203,400,635.25

12/02/2013WRB05000Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRB05100141. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in rela-
tion to the Peter Bacon report, showing that it will actually cost the State money to sell the 
Coillte harvesting rights, if he will place the terms and conditions, that have been agreed to 
impose on any proposed sale agreements, into the public domain. [6910/13]

12/02/2013WRB05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put 
forward for sale, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its NewERA Unit, has been 
actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my De-
partment to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction.

NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department received 
a copy of the report, “Assessment of the Consequences of the proposed Sale of Coillte’s Timber 
Harvesting Rights – 10 January 2013” by Peter Bacon and Associates, commissioned by IM-
PACT, at the end of last month, at a meeting with the Coillte unions.  The report and its findings 
are currently being analysed as part of the ongoing consideration process.

The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its conclu-
sion; no decision has been taken as yet.

12/02/2013WRB05300Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRB05400142. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in view 
of the jobs per acre potential in forestry, the reason for the lack of investment in this sector in 
view of the stated commitment to job creation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[6958/13]

12/02/2013WRB05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I fully recog-
nise the potential of forestry and the contribution that it makes to both employment creation and 
maintenance, particularly in rural areas. Most recent figures show that almost 12,000 people are 
employed in the forestry and forest products sector in Ireland. In economic terms, it is valued at 
over €2 billion annually to the Irish economy.

During the period 2009 – 2012 my Department invested almost €0.5 billion in its affores-
tation programme and related measures. This has led to the establishment of close to 30,000 
hectares of new forests during this reference period. This year a further €112 million has been 
set aside for forestry to plant up to 7,000 hectares and it is my intention is to continue to invest 
in this sector.

12/02/2013WRB05600Departmental Properties

12/02/2013WRB05700143. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of rent reductions that have been negotiated between tenants in fishery harbour centres 
and his Department in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6923/13]

12/02/2013WRB05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment owns and operates, under Statute, six Fishery Harbour Centres at Killybegs, Ros an Mhíl, 
Dingle, Castletownbere, Dunmore East and Howth. Properties located in the Fishery Harbour 
Centres are, when appropriate, offered for tenancy under lease or licence agreements.  An in-
dividual agreement, which is a formal legally binding document on both parties, is voluntarily 
signed at the outset by the tenant.  My Department currently has in the region of 140 property 
agreements in place in the six Fishery Harbour Centres.

Property agreements are complex instruments and the specific terms of those agreements 
held with my Department vary.  Of the total in place approximately 80 property agreements do 
not contain rent review clauses which require rent to be static or increased in the subsequent 
period. These include short-term licence agreements and pending lease agreements.

Any property agreements entered into subsequent to the application of Section 132 of the 
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 contain rent review clauses in which the rent 
payable following the review may be fixed at an amount which is less than, greater than or the 
same as the amount of rent payable immediately prior to the date on which the rent falls to be 
reviewed.

In the region of 60 lease agreements contain rent review clauses which require static or 
increased rent to be applied for the subsequent period. All 60 of the property agreements that 
contain such rent review clauses were signed prior to the application of Section 132 of the Land 
and Conveyancing Law Reform Act, 2009. These agreements generally require rent reviews to 
be conducted every five years.

The most recent round of rent reviews on these agreements related to the period up to mid 
2008. A number of the rental valuations determined by the qualified valuer, appointed by the 
Department following a tender competition, were disputed by the tenants. The rent review dis-
pute procedures set out in the tenants’ leases were followed and in some cases the independent 
experts recommended a decrease in the revised valuation determined by the valuer acting on 
behalf of the Department.
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I am acutely aware of the economic situation facing businesses and small enterprises and 
following the completion of rent reviews due for the period up to mid 2008 I decided in 2011 
that no rent reviews would be carried out for years subsequent to 2008 and that zero rent in-
creases would be applied across the board. I have recently decided to continue this approach in 
relation to rent reviews due in 2013 and a zero rent increase will be applied in all such cases.

12/02/2013WRB05900Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRB06000144. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends increasing the number of places on the agri-environment option scheme 3 scheme to 
cover all eligible applicants; when applicants will be notified as to whether they have been 
accepted into the scheme; when their contracts will commence and if farmers without land in 
designated areas will be accepted into the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [6983/13]

12/02/2013WRB06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the 
challenging budgetary constraints facing my Department, last year I secured an additional €20 
million annually to fund a new agri-environment scheme and on foot of this I announced the 
re-opening of the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS).  I decided on a maximum pay-
ment of €4,000 per annum for individual applicants to allow for up to 6,000 new participants to 
be accepted into the scheme. I have no plans allocate additional funding to AEOS 3 in order to 
extend the number of available places in the Scheme.

Approximately 9,500 applications were received in my Department’s offices at Johnstown 
Castle by close of business on Friday December 7, the closing date for submission of applica-
tions under AEOS 3.

The initial processing of the applications has been completed and acknowledgement letters 
will shortly issue to all applicants. Following that the detailed actions listed in each application 
will be recorded and all applications will be ranked and selected according to the predetermined 
selection criteria. This process is expected to take several weeks. At that stage letters will issue 
to all applicants informing them of the outcome of the selection process and of their commence-
ment date, if appropriate.

Based on the initial processing of applications I expect that approximately 2,000 farmers 
without designated land will be admitted to the scheme.

Applicants should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their application 
until approved for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense incurred prior 
to formal approval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

12/02/2013WRB06200Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRB06300145. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline the proposals that he has put forward on the issues of simplification of direct 
payment, inspections, notice, tolerances and penalties in the current common agriculture policy 
reform negotiations; if he will provide an update on the progress being made currently on secur-
ing a successful outcome in this area of the negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [6964/13]

12/02/2013WRB06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland was 
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one of a large number of Member States to sign up in 2011 to six key principles for simplifica-
tion of the CAP, in the context of the CAP reform process. These principles are that:

 -  The CAP 2014-2020 must overall be simpler and cheaper for national authorities to ad-
minister, and have reduced administrative costs for recipients. Any increased cost or complex-
ity to specific measures can only be justified where the benefits outweigh the costs,

 -  A risk-based approach should be applied to all controls on both administrations and re-
cipients. This means that controls are reduced where the administration has demonstrated that 
they have a robust system of controls in place, or the recipient has a good track record. Equally, 
controls should - as is already the case - be increased where systemic problems have occurred,

 -  Member States should be given the discretion and flexibility in programming and to 
define the detailed control, monitoring and evaluation of schemes in a manner appropriate to 
their particular circumstances, providing they can demonstrate that the policy measures taken 
are effective,

 -  Greater proportionality should be applied to controls and penalties,

 -  Full transparency and clarity of all roles and responsibilities should be provided, and 
mechanisms put in place for providing the necessary clarity if there is any uncertainty about the 
interpretation of EU requirements,

 -  The use of technology should be maximise and incentivised.

Last year, we submitted a detailed paper to the Commission containing our proposals for 
simplification. The paper divided our concerns between policy and technical dimensions. The 
technical dimensions related to detailed article-by-article provisions of the draft CAP reform 
regulations.  On policy, we stated our view that the formulation of policy in an overall sense 
should be informed by the need to keep things as simple as possible, and we highlighted some 
key concerns in this regard, namely:

 -  on direct payments, the fact that the proposals for a new payment model, the definition 
of ‘active farmer’ and a separate scheme for the ‘greening’ of direct payments would all add 
considerably to the administrative burden for Member States,

 -  on rural development, the fact that a complex framework to ensure coherence between 
spending from all EU funds, new ex-ante and macroeconomic conditionalities, and a new per-
formance reserve would, similarly, add to Member States’ administrative burden,

 -  on financing and monitoring of the CAP, that there should be greater simplification of 
cross-compliance measures, the accreditation of payment agencies and the requirements for 
certifying bodies,

 -  that the general simplification of the regulatory framework, which is best exemplified in 
the single CMO proposals, should also result in practical benefits at farmer and administrative 
levels across all elements of the reform.

Many of our concerns have been taken on board in the subsequent negotiations, which, of 
course, are still ongoing. 

12/02/2013WRB06500Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRB06600146. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in the 
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event of a new reference year being decided as part of the common agriculture policy reform 
negotiations, if the lessor or the lessee will be entitled to the single payment entitlements; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6965/13]

12/02/2013WRB06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Commission’s proposals for the reform of the CAP post-2013 included a proposal to use 
2014 as a reference year for establishing entitlements to future direct payments. I am, of course, 
aware that this proposal, as currently formulated, could create a number of problems both in the 
land rental market up to 2014 and in the establishment of entitlements.

I would emphasise that this issue is by no means settled at this point.  The Commission an-
nounced recently that it was proposing to delay the implementation of certain aspects of the 
reform until 2015, and this will also have to be factored into the discussion on this point.

On the specific question of whether the lessor or lessee will hold the entitlement, the entitle-
ment would normally fall due to the lessor of the land in question, as it is he or she who has the 
capacity to declare the land, and, of course, there is the added condition that eligibility is condi-
tional on having activated at least one entitlement in 2011.  However, as the proposal currently 
stands, there is provision for the conclusion of contracts to transfer entitlements on leased land 
to one or more farmers.  This will be a matter for the lessor and lessee to agree.

I would again advise farmers that they should not rush into investment or long-term leasing 
decisions on the basis of the current proposals. Detailed clarification and further negotiation 
remains to be done in this area. My objective at all times will be to ensure that the system of 
entitlements that is finally agreed will be in the best interests of productive and active farmers.

12/02/2013WRB06800Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRB06900147. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his pro-
posals to support the 60,000 suckler farmers under the common agricultural policy or through 
other schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6962/13]

12/02/2013WRB07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): With particu-
lar regard to Suckler Farmers I have made funding of €10 million available in 2013 under the 
Suckler Welfare Scheme to continue to make aid payments on calves born in 2012, and earlier 
years when applicable. In excess of €150 million has been paid to participants in the Suckler 
Cow Welfare Scheme since its inception.

In addition, I have allocated €10 million in 2013, financed from unspent Single Farm Pay-
ment Funds for a new support programme for suckler beef farmers to participate in a new Beef 
Data Programme. This programme will assist farmers in improving the genetic quality of Irish 
cattle and will maintain the data flow into ICBF in order to build further knowledge and more 
rapid progress in breeding and ultimately in profitability for farmers.  By way of further sup-
port to the beef sector, I announced that the Beef Technology Adoption Programme will be 
retained in 2013. This Programme is built on the lessons of the Dairy Efficiency Programme 
and provides a €5 million financial stimulus to encourage, through the medium of profession-
ally facilitated discussion groups, and a task oriented approach, the adoption of a more focussed 
commercial approach to beef farming.

In total, therefore, I have made provision for the payment aid amounting to €25 million to 
the beef sector in 2013 which speaks for itself in terms of this Government’s commitment to the 
sector.  It is evident, therefore, that, in the context of the existing regime, considerable support 
has and continues to be made available for the sector.  With discussions ongoing at EU level 
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on the shape of the future regime overall, it is too early to make specific comment in relation to 
any particular sector; however, I fully recognise its importance in the context of the ambitious 
targets set for the beef sector in coming years.

12/02/2013WRC00150Common Agricultural Policy Reform

12/02/2013WRC00200148. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
supports the recent policy paper issued by the Irish Farmers’ Association in relation to common 
agricultural policy reform; and if he will outline the specific proposals with which he does not 
agree; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6981/13]

12/02/2013WRC00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The overall 
funding of the CAP, including the amounts to be made available for direct payments (Pillar 1) 
and rural development (Pillar 2), have now been decided in the context of the negotiations on 
the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for the period 2014 to 2020. I am very pleased 
that we have managed to protect Irish farmers’ direct payments, given that there were substan-
tial threats to this vital transfer to Ireland from those who wished to cut the CAP budget overall 
by a much larger amount and from the redistribution of these funds between member states.  

On Rural Development, overall EU funding has been reduced from the previous financial 
period, and there has been some redistribution between Member States. However, we managed 
to negotiate a special additional allocation of €100 million for Ireland in the final stages of the 
talks.  

The challenge for us now is to ensure that this money, which will be matched with Irish 
exchequer funding, is used as effectively as possible to support the aims and targets we have 
set ourselves in Food Harvest 2020. The agri-food sector has tremendous potential for further 
sustainable growth and we must use these funds to maximise that potential and deliver the jobs 
dividend that will come from it.

The policy paper produced by the Irish Farmers’ Association relates more particularly to the 
reform of the CAP for the period post-2013. As President of the European Council of Agricul-
ture Ministers, my objective is to negotiate a Council position on the reform package by the end 
of March, with a view to securing an inter-institutional political agreement with the European 
Parliament and the Commission by the end of June. Bearing this in mind, the position is broadly 
as follows:

Two of the most difficult issues in the negotiations arise in relation to the administration 
of the single farm payment. These are internal convergence and greening. As regards internal 
convergence, the Commission’s proposal to move to a system of flat-rate national or regional 
payments would, in the case of several Member States (including Ireland), result in significant 
transfers between farmers. These Member States are seeking a solution that will mitigate this 
impact and this is an issue on which Ireland too played a leading role. Other Member States - 
such as the newer Member States who already implement an area-based system - are seeking 
alternative solutions, while still others are happy with the flat rate system. I hope to be able to 
navigate a course through these diverging positions in the coming weeks and settle on a com-
promise acceptable to all Member States. 

As regards greening, most Member States (including Ireland), support further greening of 
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the CAP, as it is consistent with the need to develop the agriculture sector in a sustainable man-
ner. However, there are concerns about the separate and distinct nature of the greening payment, 
and the fact that it is to be paid on a flat-rate basis. Member States also have issues with the three 
greening criteria (crop diversification, maintenance of permanent grassland and ecological fo-
cus areas) and favour flexibility to implement these in a simpler manner that is also more rel-
evant to local conditions. Again, I hope to bring forward proposals on these issues in the coming 
weeks that will strike a balance between the different approaches favoured by Member States.

On the other direct payments issues raised by the Deputy, the main point outstanding, ac-
cording to the Cyprus Presidency’s Progress Report, is the question of the young farmers’ 
scheme, and whether it will be voluntary or mandatory for Member States. I have stated my 
preference for a mandatory scheme, but I recognise that a majority of Member States favours a 
voluntary approach. 

On rural development, apart from the question of funding, the main issues in the context of 
the CAP reform package are the effect of the greening of direct payments on the baseline for 
rural development payments, the delimitation of areas with natural constraints and the structure 
of risk management and income stabilisation tools. In addition, the Commission is pressing for 
greater coherence between the different EU funds and to ensure that all objectives are consistent 
with EU 2020 strategy priorities, which raises administrative difficulties for Member States. 
Some of these issues will again prove difficult to resolve, but I hope to make rapid progress 
over the coming weeks.

As regards the common organisation of the market, I agree that adequate funding is an 
important prerequisite for the effective functioning of the various elements of the safety net 
mechanism. Particularly difficult issues in this dossier will be control measures in the form of 
sugar quotas and vine planting rights. Member States are divided on the question of whether 
sugar quotas should be abolished or extended, although the European Parliament generally 
favours extension. On vine planting rights, the report of the High Level Group will inform the 
next phase of the discussions, but again the question will be whether to extend the regime or al-
low the planned expiry in 2015 to proceed. Compensation for reduced milk supply, as proposed 
by the European Parliament, will also be a difficult issue as it too touches on the organisation 
of the market, on which there are contrasting views. On producer organisations, some progress 
has been achieved, with the Special Agriculture Committee last week reaching agreement on 
the issue of recognition. On exceptional measures and the crisis reserve, the key requirement is 
that funding is available to deal with whatever emergency situations might arise.

12/02/2013WRC00350Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRC00400149. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
stance being adopted by him in relation to greening in the common agricultural policy negotia-
tions; if he supports the EU Commission’s position that greening payments should be paid at a 
flat rate rather than on a farm by farm calculation; if he is still pursuing his variable greening 
proposal, the implications of this proposal on farmers in designated areas with strict stocking 
limits; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6980/13]

12/02/2013WRC00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I support the 
idea of encouraging sustainable forms of agriculture, which is at the heart of the Food Harvest 
2020 strategy, and I can support the Commission in its desire to further enhance the green cre-
dentials of direct payments. However, my view is that it preferable to do so in a way that avoids 
adding excessive bureaucracy. 
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I have concerns that the proposed structure of the greening payment, i.e. a flattening of 
30% of the direct payment, would hasten the movement towards uniform national or regional 
payment rates. I want to see the 30% greening component calculated as a percentage of each 
individual farmer’s payment as opposed to a flat 30% of the national average payment.

As to the greening criteria proposed, Ireland’s preferred option was to enhance current cross 
compliance and GAEC (Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition) provisions by adding 
(adjusted) greening measures, but I now accept that this will not deliver the visibility sought 
by the Commission for its greening initiative. Nevertheless, I believe there are some practical 
difficulties that need to be resolved in terms of thresholds and percentages and that the three 
greening criteria proposed by the Commission need to undergo some adjustment.  

Notwithstanding Ireland’s national position, my task, over the coming period, will be to find 
common ground on these issues, first within the Council and then between the three EU institu-
tions. To that end and in consultation with partners, I will be devising a series of compromises 
that I believe will be acceptable to the majority of Member States with a view to reaching agree-
ment on this complex dossier.

12/02/2013WRC00650Agriculture Schemes Expenditure

12/02/2013WRC00700150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the total allocation for the targeted agricultural modernisation scheme; the expenditure to date; 
if he intends making changes to the scheme to increase uptake of the scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6986/13]

12/02/2013WRC00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing table sets out the indicative amounts allocated to each targeted agricultural modernisation 
scheme (TAMS) under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-2013 (RDP), the funding 
committed to date and the actual expenditure in respect of each Scheme up to end-2012:

Scheme RDP-
Allocation 

Amounts 
committed/
grant approvals 

Expenditure 
up to end-2012 

- (€m) (€m) (€m)
Bio-Energy 20 1.37 0.63
Dairy Equipment 45 34.1 3.95
Poultry Welfare 16 11.9 10.87
Rainwater Harvest-
ing

8 0.3 0.01

Sheep Fencing 8 3.0 0.23
Sow Welfare 13 13.6 0.59
Total 110 63.64 16.28

Due to the high level of demand by farmers for grant-aid under the Dairy Equipment Scheme, 
I have already increased the allocation for that Scheme from €45 million to €49 million by the 
transfer of €4 million from the Rainwater Harvesting Scheme.  As TAMS applicants generally 
have two years from the date of issue of Department approval to complete the investment works 
concerned, actual expenditure lags very significantly behind the financial commitments made 
by my Department under each Scheme at any particular time.   
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I am, of course, conscious of the important role played by the TAMS in ensuring that on-
farm  investment takes place in a number of specific sectors such as animal welfare, dairy equip-
ment and sheep handling.   My Department keeps the application levels, expenditure trends and 
Scheme provisions under constant review in order to ensure that the maximum benefit will be 
obtained from this part of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme. In 2012, this included a 
major revision of the Sow Welfare Scheme in order to increase the attractiveness of that Scheme 
for those pig farmers who still need to carry out work on their farms to meet the standards of the 
new EU animal welfare provisions which came into force at the beginning of this year.

12/02/2013WRC00850Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRC00900151. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress made to date with the Common Agriculture Policy negotiations 2014-2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [6971/13]

12/02/2013WRC01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There has 
been good progress to date in regard to the Common Agricultural Policy reform negotiations.  
The proposals, comprising four main legal texts and which were launched by the EU Commis-
sion in late 2011, are the subject of full co-decision between the three EU institutions – Com-
mission, Council of Ministers and European Parliament. 

In the Council, the Polish, Danish and Cyprus Presidencies made substantial progress in 
clearing a broad range of technical issues.  The end of Presidency report produced by Cyprus 
concluded that there were some thirty or so issues outstanding on which agreement has yet to 
be reached.

In parallel to the Council, the Agriculture Committee of the European Parliament conducted 
an examination of the dossiers. This committee finalised its position at the end of January and 
that will now go to the plenary session of the European Parliament next month for its approval.

A number of CAP reform issues, related primarily but not exclusively to funding, have 
been brought within the ambit of the parallel negotiations on the next EU multiannual financial 
framework.  The successful conclusion of the MFF negotiations last week clears these issues 
from the Council agenda, although the MFF agreement must yet be approved by the European 
Parliament.

The single biggest priority of the Irish presidency on the agriculture side is to bring the CAP 
reform negotiations to a successful conclusion.  My aim is to finalise the Council position and 
negotiating mandate by the end of March, leading to inter-institutional trilogues, with the aim 
of overall political agreement by the end of June.   

I am not in any way underestimating the task ahead. I am fully aware that these are ambi-
tious targets, and that it will require intense work and major compromises on all sides.   By their 
nature, the thirty or so issues that remain to be decided are those that have proved most difficult 
in the negotiations to date. Much work remains to be done, but I am fully committed to finalis-
ing our position at an early date. 

12/02/2013WRC01050Agriculture Schemes Eligibility

12/02/2013WRC01100152. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
considers the draft guidelines for the sustainability dairy quality assurance scheme as being too 
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onerous and bureaucratic; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6977/13]

12/02/2013WRC01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In December 
2011, I announced my intention to begin consultations with the industry in relation to the in-
troduction of a quality and sustainability programme for the dairy sector.  This announcement 
was made against the background of ambitious plans under the Food Harvest 2020 Report to 
increase dairy production by 50% in the period to 2020, and the realisation that such additional 
production would need to find a home on international markets. 

Environmental sustainability is an increasingly important issue in the market place for 
multi-national dairy and food operators, many of which now have sustainability as a core part 
of their corporate strategies.  Ireland is well placed to develop a national brand image based on 
its mild maritime climate, plentiful supplies of water, grass based production, and an already 
positive green image.  

Last year Bord Bia launched its “Origin Green” programme which establishes a framework 
within which Irish food companies can have their green credentials independently measured, 
and this will be a critically important element in the development of the Irish food sector in the 
coming years and its promotion on international markets.  Indeed it has become clear during my 
trade missions to China and the US in 2012 that the sustainability message has a strong reso-
nance both with potential customers for Irish food products and with potential investors in the 
Irish agri food sector.  The key is to build independently verifiable metrics, which can be used in 
the marketplace, around Ireland’s already positive green image.   Developing an independently 
accredited sustainability and quality programme for the dairy sector is an important part of that 
overall strategy.  There is also a strong correlation between the measures needed to improve 
environmental sustainability, and those needed to reduce the costs of production at farm level 
and improve profitability.  

In that context, and following extensive consultations with stakeholders in the first half of 
2012, I announced last June that Bord Bia would begin detailed work on the development of 
a national sustainability programme for the dairy sector, which will be used as a key element 
in marketing and promotional efforts on international markets.  Stakeholders are currently en-
gaged in detailed technical discussions on the development of the programme, under the aegis 
of a technical advisory group convened by Bord Bia to progress the issue.  It is essential, of 
course, that the technical elements of such a programme strike the correct balance and are both 
practical to implement and meaningful in content.  I am confident that this programme, which 
will in any event be finalised in full consultation with stakeholders, including farm bodies, will 
strike an appropriate balance, and that it will facilitate the expansion and development of the 
Irish dairy sector.

12/02/2013WRC01450Commonage Division

12/02/2013WRC01500153. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the progress made to date on proposals in relation to commonages; and if he will confirm 
that no decision will be made in relation to this matter until it has been examined by the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6988/13]

12/02/2013WRC01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
monage Framework Plans, first published in 2002, have been reviewed to take account of the 
current vegetative condition of commonages nationally. This review, which will replace the 
Commonage Framework Plans, has been carried out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
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(NPWS) in co-operation with my Department. The review was carried out on a commonage 
LPIS parcel basis and sets a minimum and maximum number of ewe equivalents (EE) required 
to graze the commonage parcel to ensure that it is maintained in Good Agricultural and Envi-
ronmental Conditions (GAEC).

Account will be taken of the traditional grazing of some commonages by cattle and other 
animals such as Kerry Bog Ponies. My Department, in conjunction with the other interested 
state agencies including NPWS, is currently considering an implementation plan to take ac-
count of the changed stocking levels. My Department is trying to reconcile the conditions on 
the commonages with the EU requirements of GAEC. I can confirm that I intend to continue to 
work with the farmers, farm organisations and other stakeholders to design a practical solution 
to reflect the current realities of the commonages and the need to have appropriate management 
grazing plans in place. 

12/02/2013WRC01650Food Safety Authority Inspections

12/02/2013WRC01700154. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
view of the recent instances of horse meat found in Irish burgers, his views on whether greater 
scrutiny of the food processing industry is needed in view of the fact that traceability seems to 
be adequate up until the point that the animal is slaughtered; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [6941/13]

12/02/2013WRC01725159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in the interests of traceability and accuracy of description and origin of all food, food product 
and/or food ingredient labelling, if he will ensure the authenticity of the description of all such 
products imported into this jurisdiction or slaughtered and/or processed within the jurisdiction 
reflect their origin, with a view to giving an absolute guarantee as to the veracity of any such 
descriptions now and in the future thereby ensuring the integrity and credibility of all food and 
food products available here through processors, wholesalers, imported or otherwise sourced; 
if he will ensure that those responsible for breaches of the existing code are dealt with in such 
a manner as to discourage and prohibit such breaches in the future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [6917/13]

12/02/2013WRC01737Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 154 and 159 together.

Under EU law primary responsibility for the safety and traceability of food placed on the 
market place lies with food business operators. The role of my Department is to verify compli-
ance by the food business operators with this requirement. This is done by a combination of 
inspection of establishments and by audit on the food safety management systems which op-
erators are required to have in place. These controls are applied at different stages in the food 
supply chain. It is important to point out that the key controls carried out by my Department, 
under its contract with the FSAI, relate to food safety. 

EU law provides for the free movement of goods between Member States. On that basis, 
meat and meat products produced in an establishment which is approved under the relevant EU 
regulation can be moved freely within the EU. As is the case with compliance with EU food 
safety regulations, responsibility for compliance with traceability requirements rests in the first 
instance with food business operators. Food business operators in Ireland are responsible for 
carrying out checks to ensure that their ingredients come from EU approved plants. They must 
also have a system in place to identify the source of inputs and destination of outputs (referred 
to as one “step forward and one step back”). 
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My Department has a permanent veterinary presence at all its approved slaughter plants. 
Controls at stand alone secondary processing plants are carried out at a frequency which is 
based on an annual risk assessment for each plant. Checks are also conducted at retail level by 
the HSE, working under the aegis of the FSAI which has an overarching supervisory role in 
relation to labelling matters.  

An annual audit of imported products is carried out in each Department approved meat 
plant. The audit includes physical identity, labelling and documentary checks. This includes 
product originating both in EU Member States and third countries. In addition, labelling and 
documentary checks form part of the routine checks conducted by Department officials. 

Under the Department’s National Residue Programme, and including tests on bovine sam-
ples carried out by processors, up to 30,000 samples taken at farm and factory level and cover-
ing a wide range of food stuffs are tested annually. These tests relate to microbiological and 
chemical standards, their primary focus being on food safety. These are fully in accordance with 
EU testing requirements.  

In addition the Product Official Sampling and Testing (POST) programme is a microbiolog-
ical testing programme on samples taken from Department approved ready-to-eat food, meat 
product, minced meat and meat preparation plants i.e. added value plants. This is part of the of-
ficial verification of food safety controls in the plants concerned as provided for in Regulations 
(EC) 852/2004, 854/2004 and 2073/2005. A total of 1,600 samples are taken annually and the 
sampling and testing is risk based.

The focus of the Department and FSAI efforts in relation to current investigations has been 
on identifying the source of equine DNA in beef burgers, and ensuring that the corrective action 
necessary to prevent a recurrence is taken. DNA testing is not required under EU legislation and 
is not generally in use in relation to food production. It has however been deployed in recent 
times as part of the FSAI’s checks on food authenticity and food fraud control programmes. In 
that respect it is another new layer to our food production controls. 

In the light of recent developments I have decided to request Irish manufacturers of pro-
cessed meat products to carry out DNA testing and to work with the FSAI in developing test-
ing protocols. I consider this a necessary step in order to provide further reassurance to Irish 
consumers and consumers of Irish food abroad about the authenticity of ingredients in our meat 
based products. Having regard to the close trading relationship between the Irish and UK food 
industries it is intended that the FSAI and the UK Food Standards Agency will work closely 
together and jointly agree an approach in this matter.   

It is worth noting that it was because of the vigilance of our testing and control regime in Ire-
land that what is now a pan European problem, involving a range of meat products and traders/
food business operators, was exposed. In that context I am raising the issue at EU level to con-
sider the wider implications and whatever steps may be necessary at that level to comprehen-
sively address this matter. That does not lessen the determination of my Department and FSAI 
to continue to work with the Gardai to bring the enquiries here to a conclusion. I will continue 
to take whatever actions are necessary to ensure this issue is addressed in a comprehensive and 
effective manner. 

Sale of State Assets

12/02/2013WRC01743155. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures being taken to ensure the continued open access for recreation to land owned by 
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Coillte in the context of the sale of parts of Coillte to private interests; if he plans to write into 
any sale agreement that there must be access to Coillte owned land for recreational users after 
the sale takes place, that car parks must be kept open, and that any damage to paths by machin-
ery is repaired; and his view on the importance of land access to Coillte lands for recreational 
users [5407/13]

12/02/2013WRC01746Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): With refer-
ence to the Government decision, in the context of the asset disposal programme, that a conces-
sion for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale, substantial work has 
been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, the determination 
of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of 
the harvesting rights. Public access to recreational land is one of the issues so identified which 
requires detailed consideration.   The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the 
Government upon its conclusion and no decision has been taken, as yet. I wish to assure the 
Deputy that any sale will take account of public access to recreational land.   

12/02/2013WRC01750Horse Slaughtering Data

12/02/2013WRC01800156. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of horses killed at licensed slaughter houses in each of the last five years; the 
number of those passed fit each year to enter the human food chain; the number passed fit for 
processing into pet food; the number destroyed; the methods by which the carcases were de-
stroyed; the supervision of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6969/13]

12/02/2013WRC01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of horses slaughtered in plants approved by my Department under EU and national food safety 
regulation in each of the years since 2008 was as follows:

2008 – 2,002;

2009 – 3,220;

2010 – 7,296;

2011 – 12,575;

2012 – 11,402.

I understand from the Food Safety Authority of Ireland that the following numbers of horses 
were slaughtered in local authority approved slaughter plants:

2008 – Nil; 

2009 – 1,027;

2010 – 2,494;

2011 – 4,985;

2012 – 12,960.

All animals that arrive at an approved slaughter plant are subject to both ante mortem and 
post mortem inspections, conducted by veterinarians. Animals that fail ante mortem inspection 
are not allowed to leave the plant. They are euthanized and their carcases sent for disposal. The 
carcases of animals that fail post mortem inspection are also sent for disposal. Disposal is nor-
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mally by means of rendering at a Department approved rendering plant. My Department does 
not collate figures on horses that fail ante or post mortem inspection but I understand that the 
numbers are low.

The manufacture of pet food in Ireland is governed by EU regulations relating to animal 
by-products (ABPs), which provide that this product must be processed in a plant approved by 
the competent authority and to the parameters specified in the legislation. The regulations per-
mit the manufacture of pet food from specified ABPs, including ABPs which are fit for human 
consumption but are not intended for human consumption for commercial or other reasons. I 
understand that none of the pet food manufacturers approved by my Department under the EU 
regulations uses horsemeat as an ingredient in the manufacture of pet food.

12/02/2013WRC01950Afforestation Programme

12/02/2013WRC02000157. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received in 2011 and 2012 for grants and premiums to plant land with 
forestry; the number rejected; the broad reasons for these rejections; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6991/13]

12/02/2013WRC02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 2011 a 
total of 1,603 applications were received for approval to plant land with forestry under the af-
forestation grant and premium schemes of which 151 were rejected.  The corresponding figures 
for 2012 were 2,150 applications received and 118 rejected.  The main reasons for rejection 
included unsuitable soil type, implications for water quality, adverse impact on the landscape, 
exposed nature of site, proximity to archaeological sites and various issues relating to the silvi-
cultural suitability of the site proposed for planting.

12/02/2013WRC02150Fish Quotas

12/02/2013WRC02200158. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the allocation of bass quota in Irish waters. [6914/13]

12/02/2013WRC02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, I outlined the current and historical position in relation to this issue (in some 
detail) in the recent related PQ Ref No: 4436/13 dated 29 January 2013.    

As stated in that response, the EU Commission has not yet advised if it intends to pursue a 
TAC and quota regime for seabass for 2014.   In that context, I will continue to press Ireland’s 
case at EU Fisheries Council meetings where the topic is discussed and will consider manage-
ment arrangements for seabass when and if Council decides on TACs and quotas for the rel-
evant stocks. 

Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 154.

12/02/2013WRC02450Aquaculture Development

12/02/2013WRC02500160. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will give any indication as to when the appropriate assessment will commence on Bannow Bay 
and Waterford Estuary in view of the fact that the application was first made in 2010 and is now 
delaying job creation in the region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6940/13]
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12/02/2013WRC02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The bays re-
ferred to by the Deputy are designated as Special Areas of Conservation under the EU Habitats 
Directive and/or Special Protection Areas under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 sites).

In the case of aquaculture sites located within Natura 2000 areas my Department, in con-
junction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Depart-
ment of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is engaged in a comprehensive programme to gather 
the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objectives of these areas.  This 
process is ongoing and significant progress has been made.  Once the relevant data has been 
collected, conservation objectives for the site have to be established by the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service and an appropriate assessment has to be carried out by the Marine Institute. 
The licensing process must take full account of the outcome of that assessment is reaching a 
determination on any particular licence application.

Conservation Objectives have been set by NPWS in relation to both bays and the next step 
in the process is the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment by the Marine Institute.  This is 
being progressed taking account of the need to facilitate the use of scientific and other resources 
on a flexible basis across the full range of bays.

The sustainable development of the industry and the creation of long term employment from 
aquaculture into the future can only take place if there is full compliance with the range of EU 
Directives which impact on this area and national legislation on environmental protection.  

I am cognisant of the great potential for all types of aquaculture around our coast as set 
out in ‘Food Harvest 2020 – A Vision for Irish Agri-food and Fisheries’ and the steps outlined 
above, together with the work being done by BIM and the Marine Institute, will result in the 
sustainable development of this important industry.

12/02/2013WRC02650Rural Environment Protection Scheme Application Numbers

12/02/2013WRC02700161. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers currently in rural environment protection scheme 4 and agri-environment 
option scheme 1 and agri-environment option scheme 2; the number that have received their 
2012 payments to date; the reason for the delay in paying farmers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6984/13]

12/02/2013WRC02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The table 
below displays the number of active participants in both the Rural Environment Protection 
Scheme (REPS) 4 and Agri-Environment Options Schemes (AEOS) 1 and 2 and the numbers 
in each scheme that have received payment for the 2012 scheme year.

Scheme Number of 
applicants 
in 
Scheme

Number 
of 
Applicants 
paid 
2012 
Payment

REPS 4 30,284 26,145
AEOS I 7,500 6,235
AEOS II 6,266 2,069
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Under the EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land 
Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.

Successive EU audits have made it absolutely clear that compliance with the Regulations 
must be strictly adhered to and that all administrative checks must be passed and eligibility 
conditions met before payment issues. As a result, my Department is obliged to ensure that 
individual payments will not issue until all aspects of a farmer’s application are in order, all 
outstanding documentation provided and all queries resolved.

Outstanding 2012 payments under both REPS and AEOS are largely due to unresolved 
queries associated with applications and in most instances officials in my Department will have 
contacted the applicants concerned with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible. 
There is a specific issue delaying payments under AEOS 2 related to non productive capital in-
vestments. In order to facilitate the 2012 payment applicants must have submitted a valid claim 
form if they have selected a non-productive capital investment action. However a significant 
number of applicants have either not submitted a claim form or have outstanding queries as-
sociated with submitted forms. Officials in my Department have been in contact with all these 
farmers and are dealing with the responses received with the intention of clearing any backlog 
as soon as possible.

I am conscious of the importance of these payments to farmer’s incomes and my Depart-
ment is making every effort to assist farmers in regularising their applications and claims for 
payment. Additional resources have been assigned to dealing with all outstanding queries and 
payments will continue to issue on an ongoing basis as outstanding issues are resolved.

12/02/2013WRC02850Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRC02900162. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the French proposal under common agriculture policy reform to front load the single 
payment and the first number of hectares in order to assure adequate payments to small farmers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6973/13]

12/02/2013WRC03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Along with 
other Ministers, I have been pressing for the flexibility to be given to Member States to design 
payment models that suit their own farming conditions. 

As the Deputy is well aware, the ‘approximation’ approach, by which all payments could 
gradually move towards, but not fully to, the average, is one alternative that I believe should be 
considered in this regard. The Commission’s “pragmatic” proposal for redistribution between 
Member States is, in effect, an approximation approach and provides a useful precedent. Mod-
elling in my Department suggests that the application of this system to the distribution of funds 
between farmers in Ireland would lead to more acceptable gains and losses to individual farm-
ers than a flat rate system.

I have examined the French proposal and I believe that it is worth including also as an op-
tion for Member States.  

I would add that, as President of the European Council of Agriculture Ministers, my overrid-
ing objective is to negotiate a Council position on the reform package by the end of March, with 
a view to securing an inter-institutional political agreement with the European Parliament and 
the Commission by the end of June. In that regard, I will be making proposals on this key issue 
within the next few weeks.  I will be seeking reasonable flexibility for Member States on how 



Questions - Written Answers

132

these funds are distributed. I want to see payments distributed more fairly between farmers, but 
I want a sensible level and pace of change that will not disrupt our most active and efficient 
farmers as they gear up to meet the ambitions of our Food Harvest strategy.

12/02/2013WRC03050Common Fisheries Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRC03100163. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has met any of the farming organisations recently in relation to common agricultural policy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3964/13]

12/02/2013WRC03150172. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to meet the farming organisations in relation to the future common agriculture policy ne-
gotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [2315/13]

12/02/2013WRC03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 163 and 172 together. 

I have regular meetings with the farming organisations in relation to the common agricul-
tural policy negotiations and these meetings are supplemented by frequent meetings at official 
level.  In addition, the Consultative Committee on CAP reform, established by my predecessor, 
was set up for the specific purpose of obtaining the views of all stakeholders, farming organi-
sations included, on the reform proposals.  This committee comprises all the major farming 
and agriculture related representative organisations involved in Social Partnership as well as 
a number of academics.  It meets at regular intervals, most recently in November of last year.  

12/02/2013WRC03250Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRC03300164. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion in relation to the Coillte review that was a separate component of the Forestry review, being 
conducted by his Department in 2010, in relation to informing and drafting the new Forestry 
Bill. [6911/13]

12/02/2013WRC03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to 
advise that the purpose of the proposed Forestry Bill is to reform and update the legislative 
framework relating to forestry in order to support the development of a modern forestry sector, 
which enshrines the principles of sustainable forest management (SFM) and protection of the 
environment and is not intended to deal specifically with Coillte. The current legislative frame-
work regulating forestry activities is as provided in the Forestry Act 1946 as amended. The cur-
rent legislation specifically governing Coillte is the Forestry Act, 1988 as amended.

The review of Coillte, to which the Deputy refers, was undertaken on foot of a commitment 
in the previous Government’s Renewed Programme for Government.  While significant work 
was undertaken by an interdepartmental group dealing exclusively with the role, functions and 
operations of Coillte, the deliberations were superseded by the Government Decisions in 2012 
in relation to the sale of state assets which encompasses Coillte.

12/02/2013WRC03450Special Areas of Conservation Designation
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12/02/2013WRC03500165. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine in view of the possible designation of the area from Rockabill to Dalkey Island as a special 
area of conservation by the Department Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, if he will ensure the 
protection of fishing jobs in the area; and if he will give assurance to the local fishermen that 
they will receive letters of comfort with regards to their jobs and livelihoods in the event of the 
designation being successful. [6953/13]

12/02/2013WRC03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment was informed in December 2012 about the proposed designation of six additional areas 
as Special Areas of Conservation, in accordance with the European Communities (Birds and 
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011).  The Minister for Arts Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht published details of the proposed designations in the national press.  As candidate 
special areas of conservation, these sites now enjoy all of the protections set out in S.I. 477 of 
2011.

As a ‘public authority’ under S.I. 477 of 2011, I am required to comply with a number of 
obligations set out in Regulation 27 of that S.I.  In summary, these obligations mean that I must 
ensure that fishing activities and aquaculture operations do not give rise to significant deterio-
ration of habitats or disturbance of species, designated for protection in these sites.  Activities 
licensed by my Department must be subjected to screening for appropriate assessment and/or 
appropriate assessment before I may consent to such activities.

Since the announcement of the proposed designations, my Department has been working 
with the Marine Institute and Bord Iascaigh Mhara to identify fishing activities and aquaculture 
operations within the six sites, their interaction with designated features and potential impacts.  
This work is continuing and my Department will be in discussions with the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service of the Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht to discuss these matters.  
I will be doing all within my power to ensure the continuance of fishing and aquaculture within 
these sites, while ensuring the protection of designated habitats and species, in compliance with 
my obligations in law under S.I. 477 of 2011.

Regulation 13 of S.I. 477 of 2011, and Annex III Stage 1 of the EU Habitats Directive, 
specify the circumstances in which a person affected by these proposed designations may ob-
ject to the designation and the criteria on which any objection must be founded.  I understand 
a deadline of 5 March 2013 has been set for the receipt of such objections by the Minister for 
Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

12/02/2013WRC03650Common Fisheries Policy Reform

12/02/2013WRC03700166. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his view on the effect that the decoupling process within common agricultural policy reform has 
had upon the scale and intensity of Irish farms and farming; if the trends towards larger, more 
intensive farming practice partially brought about as a result of the decoupling process has had 
an effect upon the State’s overall ability to tackle the emission of climate-forcing agents from 
intensive farming as part of a wider programme of emissions reduction; the impact into the 
future that the full decoupling process is expected to have; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [6912/13]

12/02/2013WRC03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
moved to fully decoupled payments in 2005.  In the period since then, there have been no radi-
cal changes to the structure, scale and intensity of Irish farming enterprises. According to the 
2010 CSO Census in Agriculture, the number of farm holdings has decreased by 2,000 from 



Questions - Written Answers

134

141,527 in 2000 to 139,860 in 2010 and average farm size has been relatively stable with a 
slight increase from 31.4 ha to 32.7 ha over the same period. In addition there has been a decline 
in cattle and sheep numbers over the period.

On the emissions side, there is evidence to show that emissions from agriculture have been 
in steady decline since 1998 with total sectoral emissions in 2010 some 8.3% lower than 1990 
reference levels.  In terms of future emissions, a recent Teagasc study on the Marginal Abate-
ment Cost Curve for Irish Agriculture finds that, under Food Harvest 2020, and with the adop-
tion of the cost beneficial measures alone, there would be virtually no change in emissions from 
the 2010 level, (4.5% below 2005 - EU Effort Sharing reference year).

12/02/2013WRC03850Horse Racing Industry Funding

12/02/2013WRC03900167. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funding allocated by his Department in each of the last two years to each of the fol-
lowing, Horse Sport Ireland, Horse Racing Ireland and Bord na gCon; the relative contribution 
of each of these sectors to the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6967/13]

12/02/2013WRC04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Government 
support for the horse and greyhound racing industries is provided under the Horse and Grey-
hound Racing Fund, established under Section 12 of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act, 
2001. In accordance with the Act, 80% and 20% of the monies paid into the Fund each year are 
distributed between Horse Racing Ireland and Bord na gCon, respectively.  The horse and grey-
hound racing industries generate very substantial economic activity and make a vital contribu-
tion to the rural economy including farm incomes. These industries attract significant inward 
investment into the country.

The amounts paid from the Fund in 2011 and 2012 were as follows:

Name 2012 2011
Bord na gCon €11,258,000 €11,460,000
Horse Racing Ireland €45,032,000 €45,830,000

The level of funding provided has reduced by 28% since 2008.

Bord na gCon

Bord na gCon is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 
1958, chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  
The Board has wide powers to regulate all aspects of greyhound racing in the Republic of Ire-
land. 

The Board of Bord na gCon, comprising of seven members - a Chairman and six ordinary 
members, is responsible for leading and directing the activities of the organisation. 

Bord na gCon has estimated approximately 10,500 people derive employment, directly and 
indirectly, from the greyhound industry in Ireland and the industry’s contribution to the econo-
my is estimated to be in excess of €500m. 

Horse Racing Ireland(HRI).

HRI is a commercial State body, established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act 
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2001, which dissolved the Irish Horseracing Authority and extended the provisions contained 
in the Irish Horseracing Industry Act 1994. In replacing the Irish Horseracing Authority and 
incorporating certain administrative functions of the Turf Club (the Racing Regulatory Body) 
and with a Board representing key sectors of the industry, a more comprehensive national au-
thority for racing in Ireland was created, charged with the overall administration, promotion and 
development of the industry with a funding mechanism established under statute.  

Horse Racing Ireland and Bord na gCon are required to act in accordance with their statu-
tory obligations, the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies and any other direc-
tives issued by Government or by my Department. 

The Irish Thoroughbred Industry

This industry has a significant economic impact across the country. It is estimated the in-
dustry contributes almost €1bn to the Irish economy and underpins approximately 17,350 jobs.

There are approximately 7,000 thoroughbred breeders in Ireland with 95% owning less than 
4 broodmares.

2012 has been a very eventful year for the thoroughbred industry with Ireland continuing to 
breed world class horses which turn in great performances at home and abroad.

The bloodstock market was yet again a star performer for the industry. The total turnover 
figure for horses sold at public auction in 2012 has shown further gains on last year. The figure 
for 2012 is €93.5m and this represents an impressive 15.4% increase on the €81m achieved at 
public auction in 2011. 

International investment in the bloodstock sales figure was greater than ever with 4,837 Irish 
foaled horses being exported to 34 different countries. Ireland remains the biggest producer of 
thoroughbred foals in Europe and is fourth in the world. The value of Irish foaled thoroughbred 
exports sold at public auction in 2012 was €174m.  This represents an increase of 11.4% on the 
2011 figure (€156m). 

In 2012 I commissioned Indecon Consultants to conduct a “Review of Certain Aspects of 
the Irish Horse Racing Industry”. Indecon identified that changes are required to underpin a vi-
able and sustainable horse racing sector and to realise the economic potential of the sector. I am 
currently addressing the recommendations made in that report.

Horse Sport Ireland

Horse Sport Ireland (HSI) is a Company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital. 
It is approved under the relevant EU and National legislation as a studbook keeping authority 
and has a broad range of functions in the sport horse sector.

Horse Sport Ireland is in receipt of an annual grant and has received funding under the Na-
tional Development Plan 2007 – 2013 from my Department to assist its work in promoting and 
developing the non –thoroughbred horse industry.  The following amounts were paid by my 
Department to Horse Sport Ireland in 2011 and 2012:

Year Annual Grant   NDP Total 
2011 €1,285,000 €615,728 €1,900,728
2012 €1,220,000 €607,072 €1,827,072

A recent report, commissioned by Horse Sport Ireland and conducted by UCD, found that 
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the contribution of the Irish Sport Horse industry to the Irish economy is in excess of €708 mil-
lion per annum.

HSI is also in receipt of funding from the Irish Sports Council in respect of its mandate as 
regards equestrian sports.

12/02/2013WRC04050Sale of State Assets

12/02/2013WRC04100168. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress made to date with the sale of the Coillte Teo. forest crop; the funds expected to be 
raised from this sale; his views that this is the correct decision in view of the recent IMPACT 
report on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6976/13]

12/02/2013WRC04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put 
forward for sale, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its NewERA Unit, has been 
actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my De-
partment to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction. 

Substantial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets 
involved, the determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associ-
ated with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights. The outcome of the overall analysis will be 
considered by the Government upon its conclusion.   This whole process is a very complex one 
and it is not possible at this stage to pre-empt the outcome of the analysis or to give an estimate 
of the possible net proceeds.  As I have said previously, the Government will proceed with cau-
tion in relation to this matter and no final decision has been taken, as yet.

NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department received 
a copy of the report, “Assessment of the Consequences of the proposed Sale of Coillte’s Timber 
Harvesting Rights – 10 January 2013  ” by Peter Bacon and Associates, commissioned by IM-
PACT, at the end of last month at a meeting with the Coillte unions.  The report and its findings 
are currently being analysed as part of the consideration process.

12/02/2013WRC04250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRC04300169. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that were written to in relation to their 2012 disadvantage payments under 
the stocking density rule; the number that have been refused a derogation to date, including after 
appeal, broken down between the three payment categories: less favoured areas, severely disad-
vantaged areas and mountain areas;; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6975/13]

12/02/2013WRC04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In total, my 
Department wrote to in excess of 10,000 beneficiaries under the 2011 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme whose holdings had not achieved the minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare, as required under the Terms and Conditions of the 2012 Scheme. 

In response, my Department received 9,635 applications from farmers seeking a derogation 
from this requirement. These applications have been fully processed and 7,086 applications 
were successful. 

Those, whose applications were rejected, were informed of their entitlement to appeal their 
cases to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee. Appeals were received from 1,459 
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applicants, of which my Department was in a position to overturn the original decision on 547 
cases, without the need to refer to the DAS Appeals Committee, on the basis of additional in-
formation which had not previously been submitted. Of the 849 appeals submitted to date to the 
Committee, decisions have been taken in respect of 599 cases, of which 192 were allowed, 351 
disallowed and 56 requested to submit additional information. Processing remains ongoing.

The additional detail sought concerning the breakdown between the payment categories is 
currently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRC04450Sale of State Assets

12/02/2013WRC04500170. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way he will ensure that amenity areas within our forests are protected following privatisa-
tion of our forests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4502/13]

12/02/2013WRC04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  With refer-
ence to the Government decision, in the context of the asset disposal programme, that a conces-
sion for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale, substantial work has 
been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, the determination 
of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of 
the harvesting rights. Public access to recreational land is one of the issues so identified which 
requires detailed consideration.   The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by 
the Government upon its conclusion and no decision has been taken, as yet. I wish to assure 
the Deputy that any sale will take account of public access to recreational land and associated 
amenity areas.   

Departmental Records

12/02/2013WRD00200171. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will issue a copy of the information and background material in his Department that resulted 
in him issuing a letter on 2 November 2011 to the Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine; if he will supply the evidence available to him supporting the statements in this 
letter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6916/13]

12/02/2013WRD00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The docu-
mentation sought includes communications with third parties and also considerable personal 
information.

The individual referred to in the letter dated 2nd November 2011 has sought and received 
the information from my Department in this regard. 

For the reasons outlined above it would not be appropriate to accede to the Deputy’s request 
for information.

Question No. 172 answered with Question No. 163. 

12/02/2013WRD00450Agriculture Industry Age Profile

12/02/2013WRD00500173. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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measure he intends taking to ensure the entrance of more young persons into the farming pro-
fession; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6989/13]

12/02/2013WRD00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Recent anal-
ysis shows that there are more farmers over 80 than under 35 in Ireland.  I have been working 
to encourage more new entrants to take up farming as a career.  Budget 2013 saw the extension 
of key reliefs that were already in place for young new entrants (such as the 100% relief from 
Stamp Duty and the 100% stock relief for Young Trained Farmers).  Extending these reliefs is 
not straightforward given that there is a requirement for EU State Aid approval for such mea-
sures.  The deputy will also be aware that changes were made to retirement relief in budget 2012 
to encourage inter-generational land transfers.  

I am delighted that the number of applicants for Teagasc courses has greatly increased in 
the last two years.  Teagasc has responded well to this demand and has introduced new courses 
to cater for a variety of needs.  For example, Teagasc has recently launched a new Professional 
Diploma in Dairy Farm Management (Level 7) in association with University College Dublin 
(UCD). Teagasc has also developed recently a new Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm 
Administration course to help meet the training requirements for full-time or part-time farmers. 

Measures to provide targeted support to young farmers are part of the current negotiations 
on the reform of the CAP and will I hope form part of any final agreement.  I have strongly sup-
ported the proposal for a top-up for young farmers under pillar 1 of the CAP, and indeed Ireland 
was one of the first countries to suggest this measure in the negotiations.

I am also happy that the new restructuring relief has been announced in the 2013 budget.  
This is the result of detailed work which analysed the reasons why the old consolidation relief 
was not working.  I am confident that the new relief in relation to Capital Gains Taxes, once 
State Aid approval has been received, will be more effective, especially given that Stamp Duty 
rates have been reduced.  Restructuring is essential for us to meet the Food Harvest 2020 tar-
gets.  We need to use land more productively and encourage more young farmers to make the 
best use of the land.  A recent EU Commission study found that ‘younger [farm] managers tend 
to perform better than the EU average, with 46% more area and 57% more economic potential 
for 21% more labour force’ [[1]  Commission Staff Working Paper, Impact Assessment, CAP 
towards 2020, Annex 1: Situation and prospects for EU agriculture and rural areas, p. 25. 
Brussels, 12/10/2011.  

Ireland has a very low level of land sales, with most land staying within the same family for 
generations.  Only 0.4% of land changes hand in any given year.  Young farmers that want to 
expand need to be able to access land.  According to the latest census of agriculture the aver-
age farm has 3.8 land parcels.  This means that our farmers are wasting time and diesel driving 
between plots of land, increasing the stress and the risk of accidents.  Young farmers will now 
have an opportunity to consolidate their holdings and increase efficiency.  

I am hopeful therefore that the measures that I have introduced will encourage more young 
people into farming and address the age profile imbalance in Irish farming.

Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRD00700174. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way he can tally the objective of achieving the 30% EU forestry target and realising the known 
potential for employment in forestry and forestry related industry with his plans to sell off 
Coillte harvesting rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6956/13]
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12/02/2013WRD00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to 
stress that it is a concession for the harvesting rights which is being considered for sale.  In 
order to preserve the forest estate, my Department’s long-standing policy is that replanting 
should take place following harvesting apart from exceptional circumstances.  The replanting 
obligation is one of the issues that have been identified in relation to the possible harvesting 
rights concession.  While the consideration process is at an advanced stage, no decision has 
been taken, as yet.

In relation to the achievement of forestry targets, the Forest Service of my Department pro-
motes afforestation, on an ongoing basis, as a viable land use for landowners through the provi-
sion of planting grants and payment of annual premiums.  A total of €112 million in funding 
for capital and current expenditure was allocated for the overall forestry programme in 2013 to 
facilitate the payment for close to 7,000 hectares of new planting this year. 

12/02/2013WRD00850Cabinet Committee Meetings

12/02/2013WRD00900175. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of dates of 
meetings held to date by the Cabinet sub-Committee on Mortgage Arrears since its establish-
ment in March 2012.  [7035/13]

12/02/2013WRD01000The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears has met on the following oc-
cassions since its establishment in March 2012:

- 14th March 2012

- 3rd April 2012

- 24th April 2012

- 15th May 2012

- 5th June 2012

- 25th June 2012

- 19th July 2012

- 5th November 2012

- 14th January 2013

Cabinet Committee Membership

12/02/2013WRD01100176. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach if he will confirm the current member-
ship of the Cabinet Sub-committee on Mortgage Arrears and if he will confirm if there are any 
plans to extend the membership.  [7036/13]

12/02/2013WRD01200The Taoiseach: Government has expanded the role of the Cabinet Committee on Mortgage 
Arrears. Consequently, its title is the Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Avail-
ability and its membership is as follows:

Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability
Taoiseach (Chair)
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Cabinet Committee on Mortgage Arrears and Credit Availability
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs & Trade
Minister for Finance
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
Minister for Social Protection
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government
Minister for Justice and Equality
Minister of State O’Sullivan (Housing and Planning

12/02/2013WRD01250Trade Relations

12/02/2013WRD01300177. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Taoiseach if he intends to issue an invitation to the lead-
ers of the G8 countries who will be attending the G8 Summit in Lough Erne, County Ferman-
agh, in June 2013 to visit the Republic of Ireland either before or after their summit meeting in 
the interests of fostering greater trade and bilateral relations between Ireland and the superpow-
ers. [6691/13]

12/02/2013WRD01400The Taoiseach: The Government will be considering the options and possibilities for en-
gagement with the attendees of the G8 Summit which takes place in County Fermanagh in June 
over the coming weeks but it is too early yet to say with certainty what might be possible. 

Departmental Bodies

12/02/2013WRD01500178. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Taoiseach the amount of money held on deposit or in 
short term bank investments by each Government or State agency or body under his remit; the 
rate of interest at which these deposits are held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6692/13]

12/02/2013WRD01600The Taoiseach: My Department has no deposit or short term bank investments.  The Na-
tional Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) had €138,297.03 on deposit with 
AIB Bank as at the 31st December 2012.  The interest rate applied to this sum was 0.05% per 
annum.  NESDO has no short term bank investments.  

Departmental Staff Rehiring

12/02/2013WRD01700179. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Taoiseach if there are any retired public sector 
workers from his Department, or any other part of the public sector, currently on his Depart-
ment’s payroll, for example, for sitting on a committee or preparing a report, but not exclu-
sively these two areas; the number on the payroll; the cost to his Department; the services that 
are being delivered for this money; and the way that the positions were originally advertised. 
[6693/13]

12/02/2013WRD01800180. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Taoiseach the number of retired public sector 
workers on pension who have been re-instated in other positions within the public sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6768/13]

12/02/2013WRD01900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 and 180 together.
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One person who previously retired from the public service is employed in an unestablished 
position by my Department.  The person concerned is the Government Press Secretary and I 
selected him for this position in accordance with the usual procedure for appointments to this 
post.  His annual salary is €119,795 per annum and his employment contract will cease when 
my term of office as Taoiseach ends.

Ministerial Meetings

12/02/2013WRD02000181. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has held a bilateral with Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy recently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6775/13]

12/02/2013WRD02100The Taoiseach: My most recent formal bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Rajoy was 
in September 2012.  I have of course had informal contacts with PM Rajoy as with my other 
European Council colleagues at the meeting of the European Council in Brussels on 7-8 Febru-
ary.  I will also see Prime Minister Rajoy at the next meeting of the European Council on 14-15 
March.

Ministerial Meetings

12/02/2013WRD02200182. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach his plans to meet new US Secretary of 
State John Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6776/13]

12/02/2013WRD02300The Taoiseach: I look forward to meeting Secretary Kerry at a suitable opportunity.  Such 
an opportunity may arise during my forthcoming visit to Washington as part of the St. Patrick’s 
Day events there.

Ministerial Meetings

12/02/2013WRD02400183. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on any meetings he has 
had with any church leaders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6778/13]

12/02/2013WRD02500The Taoiseach: Like public representatives generally, I meet church leaders informally 
from time to time in the course of attending public events, funerals etc.  Also, like my prede-
cessors I receive a Christmas greetings courtesy call from the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Dublin.  In addition, the House will be aware that the Tánaiste and I hosted a State Reception 
on the occasion of the International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin last year.

As regards formal meetings, I previously advised the House of my intention to continue 
with the process of structured dialogue with the Churches, faith communities and philosophical 
non-confessional bodies that was inaugurated in 2007.

The structure for dialogue includes meetings both at official and Ministerial level and meet-
ings may be sought by either side on the basis of a proposed agenda agreed in advance of the 
meeting.  Arrangements in this regard are made by my Department, which provides the admin-
istrative support for the process.

The process of structured dialogue is envisaged as a channel of consultation and communi-
cation on matters of mutual concern.  However, it does not displace arrangements for the con-
duct of policy and administration by Government Departments and agencies in their functional 
responsibilities.
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I met the dialogue partners in Government Buildings on 11 May 2011 simply to greet them 
and to signal my intention to resume the dialogue process.

I met representatives of the Catholic Church on Friday 18 January 2013 in the first in a 
series of bilateral meetings that I expect will be held with dialogue partners over the coming 
year.  I was accompanied at the meeting by the Ministers for Education and Skills, Children 
and Youth Affairs and Health.  The Catholic Church was represented by Cardinal Brady and 
Bishops Colm O’Reilly, John Buckley and Brendan Kelly.

We discussed a range of topics of mutual interest, including Northern Ireland, the safeguard-
ing and welfare of children, education matters and the Report of the Expert Group on A, B and 
C v Ireland. We also discussed the Constitutional Convention, chaplaincies in schools, hospitals 
and prisons and peace and justice issues.  We agreed that there should be continued dialogue 
with the relevant Departments on a number of these matters.

I also took the opportunity to outline our priorities for Ireland’s Presidency of the Council 
of the EU, and Cardinal Brady wished the Government well in its work during the Presidency 
which as the floor  will be aware are Stability, Growth and Jobs.

12/02/2013WRD02550National Internship Scheme Placements

12/02/2013WRD02600184. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on whether there have 
been applications to his Department for the jobbridge scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [6780/13]

12/02/2013WRD02700The Taoiseach: My Department has provided five internships under the JobBridge scheme 
to date and a further internship was advertised recently.

Foreign Conflicts

12/02/2013WRD02800185. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on any discussions that 
were held at the EU Council on the situation in Syria; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6781/13]

12/02/2013WRD02900The Taoiseach: The February meeting of the European Council adopted a set of Conclu-
sions on the on-going situation in Syria.  European Union Heads of State or Government called 
for an immediate end to the violence in Syria and expressed their concern over widespread and 
systematic violations of human rights and international humanitarian law.  Leaders also reiter-
ated their support for the efforts of the UN and the Arab League Joint Special Representative, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, to achieve a political solution.

The European Council also reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to continue providing aid to 
address the appalling humanitarian situation in Syria and in neighbouring countries.  The total 
EU contribution in humanitarian aid since the start of 2012 now amounts to over $830 million.  
Last month Trade and Development Minister Joe Costello announced a further Irish contribu-
tion of €4.7 million, bringing our total humanitarian assistance to Syria over the past year to 
€7.1 million.

Departmental Expenditure
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12/02/2013WRD03000186. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Taoiseach the cost incurred by his Department for assess-
ing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual basis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7395/13]

12/02/2013WRD03100The Taoiseach: My Department does not means test any citizen for any reason.

EU Presidency Expenditure

12/02/2013WRD03200187. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the amount it costs to produce the EU Presidency ties which were distributed to Members of the 
Oireachtas on 28 January 2013. [6844/13]

12/02/2013WRD03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
view of their role as public representatives, a Presidency tie or scarf was presented to each 
Oireachtas member in January.  A total of 187 items were distributed.  The total production cost 
amounted to €1,153.

EU Presidency Expenditure

12/02/2013WRD03400188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will confirm the estimate of the overall cost of the EU Presidency website, EU2013.ie; if 
he will provide a breakdown of costs showing the purpose of the cost, the supplier when avail-
able and the date on which it is expected the cost will be incurred; if he will outline the steps 
that he undertook to ensure that the cost of the EU Presidency website was reasonable and rep-
resented value for money; if he will further provide the cost of the two previous EU Presidency 
websites, CY2012.eu and EU2012.dk; and the steps he took to ensure that costs to the State in 
developing EU2013.ie were minimised.  [6617/13]

12/02/2013WRD03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
overall cost of the EU Presidency website is estimated to be: 

- €244,741.71 inclusive of VAT for the principal contract with Terminal 4 Solutions, cover-
ing a range of services including website design and development, Content Management Sys-
tem licensing, annual support and infrastructure set-up, mobile strategy and execution of the 
mobile site, and training.

- €10,794 inclusive of VAT paid to Terminal 4 Solutions for 24/7 support outside standard 
working hours for the six months of the Presidency.

- €80,000 paid to the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) for hosting, of 
which €40,000 were paid in 2012 and €40,000 will be paid in 2013.

I understand that the comparable cost for the Danish Presidency website was just over €1 
million.  Costs for the Cyprus Presidency website are currently not available. 

The contract to develop the EU Presidency website was part of a wider Department of 
Foreign Affairs tender for the redevelopment of its websites to include the Department’s own 
website and the website for Irish Aid.  It was awarded following an EU-wide open competitive 
tender. 

This approach gives the greatest opportunity to qualified companies from across the EU and 
more widely to bid for the contract.  The tender attracted 11 bids.
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The winning company, Terminal 4 Solutions, which is an Irish company, was selected be-
cause it offered the best value for money when the quality of their proposed solution, its com-
prehensiveness, its technical merit as well as the quality of technical support, training and 
knowledge-transfer being offered were assessed against the proposed costs.

In defining the scope of the project during 2011, consultations were held with then-recent 
Presidencies, Belgium and Hungary, to ascertain the nature and scale of Presidency websites, 
and the standard expected by users.

From these and other discussions, it was agreed that the Irish Presidency website must be a 
high-performing site, able to meet clearly-defined specifications:

- secure, accessible and available at all times (eu2013.ie includes a full disaster recovery site 
to ensure business continuity) 

- capable of handling high volumes of users (eu2013.ie has received over 150,000 visits and 
more than 540,000 page views since its launch in mid-December)  

- equipped to deal with resource-intensive material such as live-streaming of events and 
similar media-rich content (eu2013.ie live-streams coverage of high-level meetings in Dublin 
and in Brussels, as well as cultural and other events, and has hosted 54 videos and numerous 
images of events in the first weeks of the Presidency) 

- constructed to achieve a high ranking with internet search engines

- available in multiple language versions (eu2013.ie exists in English, Irish, French and 
German versions).

It was also determined that the site needed to be made available across a number of mobile 
platforms, with the capacity to track and monitor use.  It has also been integrated with Presiden-
cy-specific social media accounts (the Presidency twitter feed is embedded across the website 
and already has over 5700 followers). 

Negotiations with the selected supplier were centred on achieving this desired level of out-
come at the lowest cost.  The contract was agreed on a fixed-price basis and any extra resources 
required have been the responsibility of the developer.  

The time taken to research the requirements, the definition of the project scope, the open 
procurement and the fixed-price nature of the contract demonstrate that adequate steps have 
been taken to ensure that the website costs are reasonable and represent good value for money.

12/02/2013WRD03550European Parliament Elections

12/02/2013WRD03600189. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps that he has taken to preserve the State’s entitlement to 12 seats in the European Par-
liament; his views that the 12 seats should be preserved; the meetings or lobbying that have 
taken place on this issue; when a final decision will be taken on the matter; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6674/13]

12/02/2013WRD03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I re-
fer the Deputy to the answer provided on 29 January last to his recent question on this mat-
ter.    Article 14.2 of the Treaty on European Union sets an overall ceiling of 750 seats, plus the 
President, for the European Parliament.  It also provides that representation of citizens shall be 
degressively proportional, with a minimum threshold of six members per Member State, and 
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that no Member State shall be allocated more than ninety-six seats.

There is a need therefore to adjust the distribution of seats in the Parliament before the 2014 
elections to take account of the accession of Croatia in 2013. 

Under Article 14.2, the composition of the European Parliament is decided by the European 
Council by unanimity on the initiative of the Parliament and with its consent.  Therefore the 
right of initiative in relation to this issue rests with the European Parliament.  The Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs of the European Parliament (AFCO) had its first consideration of a draft 
report on 22 January 2013.  AFCO will further consider the draft report over the coming weeks 
and a vote in the European Parliament is planned for the March plenary session.  When Parlia-
ment has agreed on its proposal the matter will come to the European Council.  The Parliament 
must also give its consent to the decision reached by the European Council.

Rapid Response Initiative

12/02/2013WRD03800190. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will list in detail the requests made to his Department from the UN and the OECD 
and other organisations for Irish civilian participation in delegations, missions, election or meet-
ing of any description; if he will list the number of such requests in 2012; if he will provide the 
names of those chosen to participate on behalf of this State; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6851/13]

12/02/2013WRD03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Irish 
Aid, through its Rapid Response Initiative, has Standby Partnership agreements with four 
United Nations agencies, OCHA, UNICEF, UNHCR and WFP.  This mechanism allows for 
the deployment, at short notice, of highly skilled experts to support humanitarian operations 
worldwide.  In 2012, members of the Irish Aid Rapid Response Corps deployed on 36 occasions 
to countries including, Afghanistan, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lebanon, Mali, Myanmar, 
Somalia and South Sudan.  

In addition, eight Irish civilian experts were deployed in 2012 to European Union civilian 
crisis management missions including the EU’s Police Missions in Afghanistan and the oc-
cupied Palestinian territory; the EU’s Rule of Law Missions in Kosovo and Iraq; and the EU’s 
Monitoring Mission in Georgia.

The Government believes that international election monitoring missions have an important 
role to play in the promotion of human rights and democracy, and the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade maintains a roster of observers for election monitoring missions.  We aim 
to ensure that, when requested, Ireland is represented at an appropriate level in international 
observation missions for elections and constitutional referendums.  Irish observers participate 
primarily in missions organised by the European Union and the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), but have also been involved in missions organised by the 
Council of Europe, the United Nations and the Carter Centre. 

In 2012 observers nominated by Ireland have been involved in missions organised by the 
EU and OSCE.

In 2012, Ireland was invited by the European Union to nominate observers to participate in 
election observation missions to Senegal, Algeria, Timor Leste and Sierra Leone.  Observers, 
as listed below, participated in these missions.  We also received an invitation in 2012 for two 
EU election observation missions scheduled to take place in 2013 – Jordan in January 2013 and 
Kenya in March 2013.  Observers listed below took part in the Jordan elections.



Questions - Written Answers

146

In 2012, Ireland was invited by the OSCE/ODIHR to observe elections in Kazakhstan, 
Russia, Armenia, Serbia, Belarus, Georgia and Ukraine.  Irish Aid nominated observers, listed 
below, to participate in these missions.  Requests were also received by the OSCE/ODIHR to 
observe the Early Parliamentary Elections in Montenegro in October 2012 and the General 
Elections in the UN in November 2012.  Ireland did not nominate observers to participate in 
these missions.

COUNTRY ORGANISATION NAME 
2012January - -
Kazakhstan   OSCE Patricia Barker 
Kazakhstan  OSCE Paddy Buckenham 
Kazakhstan  OSCE Paul Cosgrave
Kazakhstan  OSCE Michael Humphreys
Kazakhstan   
  

OSCE Cecilia Keaveney

February - -
Senegal  EU Diarmuid Peavoy  
Senegal EU Aidan O’Shea 
March - -
Russia OSCE Michael Verling  
Russia OSCE Grattan Lynch 
Russia OSCE Julian Clare
Russia OSCE Noreen Kerins
Russia - Chris Andrews
May - -
Armenia OSCE Sean O’Callaghan
Armenia OSCE Ann Ormonde
Armenia OSCE Blaise Treacy
Armenia OSCE Edward Horgan
Armenia OSCE Terence Fleming   
Armenia OSCE Brian Fagan
Armenia OSCE Eimear Friel 
Serbia I OSCE Orla Cluff
Serbia II OSCE Peter McMahon 
Algeria EU Dorcha Lee
Algeria EU Mary Boland
Algeria EU Peter Ballagh
July - -
Timor Leste EU Mary O’Shea
September - -
Belarus OSCE Peter Donovan
Belarus OSCE Noel Brennan
Belarus OSCE Julian Clare
Belarus OSCE Patrick Finneran
Belarus OSCE Finbar O’Sullivan
Belarus OSCE Deirdre Grogan 
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COUNTRY ORGANISATION NAME 
Belarus OSCE Mark Long  
Belarus OSCE Rebecca Moynihan
Belarus OSCE Anne Choiseul
October - -
Georgia OSCE Eithne MacDermott   
Georgia OSCE Cecilia Keaveney   
Georgia OSCE Eileen McCabe 
Georgia OSCE John O’Connor 
Georgia OSCE Peter Emerson 
Georgia OSCE Conor O’Clery 
Georgia OSCE James Mallon 
Georgia OSCE Les Allamby 
Georgia OSCE Richard McEvoy   
Ukraine OSCE Seamus Martin 
Ukraine OSCE Michael Verling  
Ukraine OSCE Eric Byrne
Ukraine OSCE Geraldine Power   
Ukraine OSCE Raymond Dunne 
Ukraine OSCE Ciaran Kinsella 
Ukraine OSCE Fionnuala Brennan  
Ukraine OSCE Kevin Grogan 
Ukraine OSCE Julian Clare 
Ukraine OSCE Thomas Bellew 
November - -
Sierra Leone EU Colm Fahy 
Sierra Leone EU Michael Coyne 
Sierra Leone EU Michael Boyle 
 

This Department regularly receives requests from the UN and the EU for Irish participation 
in international crisis management missions. Ten civilian experts were selected by the EU for 
participation in Common Security and Defence Policy missions and deployed by my Depart-
ment in response to such requests. 

Mission Name
EUMM Georgia John Cremin
EULEX Kosovo John Ryan
EULEX Kosovo Declan O’Mahony
EUPOL Afghanistan Michael Humphreys
EUPOL Afghanistan Simon O’Connor
EUJUSTLEX Iraq Karen Murphy
EUJUSTLEX Iraq John Durnin
EUPOL COPPS Lynn Sheehan
EUCAP NESTOR Linda Newport
EUMM Georgia John Cremin
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In addition in 2012, six members of An Garda Síochána were chosen for participation in 
the UN Police Mission in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in response to a request from the UN, while six 
members were also deployed to EULEX Kosovo and one on the EUMM in Georgia.

European Court of Human Rights Judgments

12/02/2013WRD04000191. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of progress reports which have been submitted to either the European Court 
of Human Rights or the Council of Europe in relation to the judgement in the ABC v Ireland 
case; the dates on which these reports were submitted; if he will outline the manner in which 
these reports were compiled; the other Government Departments, if any, which contributed to 
each report; the Ministers and Ministers of State who contributed to each report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7073/13]

12/02/2013WRD04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European Convention on Human Rights provides that implementation of a judgment of the 
European Court of Human Rights is supervised by the Committee of Ministers of the Council 
of Europe.  As part of that supervision process the State has submitted 4 Action Plans to the 
Committee of Ministers outlining the steps taken to implement the judgment.  The Action Plans 
were submitted to the Council of Europe on 16 June 2011, 13 January 2012, 30 November 2012 
and 8 February 2013.  The Action Plans were prepared in the first instance by the Minister for 
Health and then agreed, as appropriate, with me, the Taoiseach and the Minister for Justice and 
Equality, prior to being submitted to the Committee of Ministers.

Humanitarian Aid

12/02/2013WRD04200192. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a breakdown, in tabular form, the amount of State funding paid over-
seas to countries affected by war or natural disasters; and the amount of State funding paid to 
Irish registered overseas charities working in countries affected by these issues in 2011/12. 
[7149/13]

12/02/2013WRD04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
primary goal of Irish humanitarian assistance is to save lives, alleviate suffering and maintain 
human dignity during and in the aftermath of humanitarian emergencies.  The Government’s 
policy is to provide flexible and timely funding to organisations which demonstrate a clear 
capacity to deliver effective assistance in a manner that is responsive to identified need and 
adheres to humanitarian principles.  The Government works with a variety of partners that can 
respond effectively to people’s real needs on the ground.  These partners include governments 
and local organisations in the countries affected, Irish and international NGOs, the International 
Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, and multilateral organisations such as the UN.    

Irish humanitarian assistance is directed to where needs are greatest, with particular empha-
sis on targeting forgotten or silent emergencies.  For example, last year funding was provided 
to emergencies including those in Mali, DRC, Syria, Niger, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen.  

Recovery assistance is also provided to countries emerging from conflict or natural disaster 
through long term initiatives which help populations to re-establish their lives and livelihoods 
after an emergency.
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The tables sets out, as requested, the humanitarian and recovery assistance provided by Ire-
land over the period 2011-2012:

Countries Total 2011  Total 2012  
- € €
Afghanistan 4,950,000 4,327,739
Burma-Myanmar 200,000 800,000
Cameroon 218,965 -
Central African Republic 2,500,000 2,450,000
Chad 1,900,000 1,400,000
Cote d’Ivoire 500,000 -
Cuba - 150,000
Democratic Republic of 
Congo

5,000,000 8,230,000

DPRK 250,000 200,000
El Salvador 250,000 -
Ethiopia 2,075,000 1,275,000
Gambia/Guinea 249,950 -
Haiti 1,750,000 1,050,000
Horn of Africa 250,000 -
Japan 1,000,000 -
Jordan - 600,000
Kenya 1,175,000 900,000
Libya 1,100,000 -
Mali - 1,067,220
Mozambique - 100,000
Niger 900,000 1,625,000
Niger & Mali - 290,000
Northern Iraq 200,000 -
Pakistan 880,000 1,010,000
Sahel - 3,500,000
Somalia 6,090,000 6,255,000
Somaliland 548,000 580,000
South Sudan - 3,720,000
Sudan 4,699,594 2,650,000
Syria - 800,000
Syria/Jordan/Lebanon - 500,000
USA - 200,000
Western Sahara 250,000 250,000
Yemen 200,000 400,000
Zimbabwe 700,000 330,000

Irish Registered NGO Total 2011 Total 2012 
- € €
Christian Aid 520,000 965,000
Concern 3,776,610 3,035,000
Goal 2,100,000 2,250,000
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Irish Registered NGO Total 2011 Total 2012 
MSF 900,000 1,025,000
Oxfam 800,000 1,345,000
Plan 1,098,965 1,892,220
Soul of Haiti - 200,000
Trócaire 2,469,676 2,740,000
World Vision 1,208,719 1,245,000
Haven Community Founda-
tion

200,000 250,000

In addition to this humanitarian assistance, funding is provided to Irish NGOs for long term 
development projects and programmes on the basis of clearly defined results for poor people. 
Further detail is set out in the Irish Aid Annual Report 2011 which is available on the Irish Aid 
website www.irishaid.ie.

Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRD04400193. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
cost incurred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an 
annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7389/13]

12/02/2013WRD04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department does not incur any costs in assessing means of individual citizens. 

12/02/2013WRE00150Strategic Investment Fund Management

12/02/2013WRE00200194. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an up-
date on the Strategic Investment Fund; when it will become available; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [6862/13]

12/02/2013WRE00300Minister for Finance(Deputy Michael Noonan): In announcing the Strategic Investment 
Fund initiative in September 2011, the Government indicated a refocusing of the investments 
of the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) towards productive investment in sectors of 
strategic importance to the Irish economy. 

A key principle of the Strategic Investment Fund is that the NPRF investment, which is to 
be solely on a commercial basis, will seek matching investment from third-party investors. In 
this way the Fund’s assets can be used as a catalyst to attract additional capital for investment 
in the Irish economy. 

Officials of my Department are liaising with the National Treasury Management Agency 
in preparing proposals for legislation to refocus the NPRF on investment in Ireland under the 
Strategic Investment Fund initiative. I expect to bring forward those proposals as soon as pos-
sible once that work is completed. 

The NPRF continues to work on assembling and developing a pipeline of additional com-
mercial opportunities for the Strategic Investment Fund, which is taking place in parallel with 
the legislative amendment process. A business plan is being developed which will address the 
sectors and range of assets to be considered for investment.
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Within its existing statutory investment policy and in line with the SIF announcement, the 
NPRF has undertaken a number of investments and initiatives under which NPRF capital will 
be invested on a commercial basis in Ireland.  The NPRF has committed to invest in: infrastruc-
ture (€250 million), PPP projects (€118 million) and finance for the SME sector (€500 million) 
and has entered into a collaborative relationship with Silicon Valley Bank. In addition, the Fund 
has been working closely with NewERA in respect of potential investment opportunities relat-
ing to the commercial semi-state sector.

12/02/2013WRE00350Insurance Industry Regulation

12/02/2013WRE00400195. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that some insurance companies are refusing to provide coverage to 
drivers who committed driving offences more than five years ago but maintained a safe record 
since; if he intends to bring forward any proposal to address this matter. [7133/13]

12/02/2013WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): At the out-
set, the Deputy should note that in my role as the Minister for Finance I have responsibility for 
the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation, including insurance. 
The day to day responsibility for the supervision of financial institutions is a matter for the Cen-
tral Bank which is statutorily independent in the exercise of its regulatory functions.

The Central Bank has informed me that the decision to provide any specific form of insur-
ance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter based on the assessment 
an insurer will make of the risks involved.  The Bank has also indicated that it has no role in 
relation to issues of pricing or the scope of cover provided by insurance companies. 

It should be noted that any person who has an unresolved complaint can refer the matter 
to the Financial Services Ombudsman, at www.financialombudsman.ie  , for investigation and 
adjudication. 

In view of the circumstances as outlined above, there are no proposals being brought for-
ward by me in relation to the issue highlighted.  

12/02/2013WRE00550Universal Social Charge Payments

12/02/2013WRE00600196. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of changes to the 
rate of universal social charge for the over-70s in budget 2013, he will provide an update to the 
example he previously cited in Dáil Éireann (details supplied) which outlined the difference 
between the gross and net take-home pay of a single public service pensioner over the age of 
70 whose gross income is €125,000 after paying the PSPR, universal social charge and all other 
relevant taxes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7173/13]

12/02/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The indicative calculations of the 
amounts of Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR), Income Tax, and Universal Social 
Charge (USC) in 2012 and 2013 which apply to a single public service pensioner aged 70 years 
of age with gross income of €125,000 are set out as follows:

- Public Service Pensions -
2012 – Single Public Service 
Pensioner aged 70 

- -
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- Public Service Pensions -
Gross Income - €125,000
Public Service 
Pension 
Reduction (PSPR)

- -

First €12,000  @   0% = €0 -
Next €12,000 @   6% = €720 -
Next €36,000 @  9% = €3,240 -
Next €40,000 @  12% = €4,800 -
Balance          @ 20% = €5,000 (€13,760)
Universal Social Charge - -
€10,036       @   2% = €200.72 -
€101,204      @  4% = €4,048.16 (€4,249)
Income Tax - -
€32,800   @ 20% = €6,560 -
€78,440 @ 41% = €32,160 -
- €38,720 -
Less Tax Credits - -
Personal Tax Credit (€1,650) -
PAYE Tax Credit (€1,650) -
Age Tax Credit       (€245) (€35,175)
Total Deduction - (€53,184)
Net Income - €71,816
2013 – Single 
Public Service 
Pensioner aged 70 

- -

Gross Income - €125,000
Public Service 
Pension Reduction 
(PSPR)

- -

First €12,000  @   0% = €0 -
Next €12,000 @   6% = €720 -
Next €36,000 @  9% = €3,240 -
Next €40,000 @  12% = €4,800 -
Balance          @ 20% = €5,000 (€13,760)
Universal Social Charge - -
€10,036          @   2% = €200.72 -
€5,980  @  4% = €239.20 -
€95,224           @  7% = €6,665.68 (€7,106)
Income Tax  - -
€32,800   @ 20% = €6,560 -
€78,440 @ 41% = €32,160 -
- €38,720 -
Less Tax Credits - -
Personal Tax Credit (€1,650) -
PAYE Tax Credit (€1,650) -
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- Public Service Pensions -
Age Tax Credit   (€245) (€35,175)
Total Deduction - (€56,041)
Net Income  - €68,959

12/02/2013WRE00750Mortgage Interest Relief Application

12/02/2013WRE00800197. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if mortgage interest relief 
will continue to be made available to first-time buyers in recognition of the economic benefits 
of the scheme, including the freeing up of cashflow in the economy and increased tax revenue 
for the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6587/13]

12/02/2013WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that mortgage interest 
relief for principal private residences is no longer available to house purchasers who purchase 
in 2013.   

In response, I am sure that the Deputy is aware of recent evidence that property prices stabi-
lised in 2012. Indeed data from the CSO’s Residential Property Price Index show that national 
prices have been broadly stable for 9 months now, with prices in Dublin experiencing upward 
price pressure towards in the latter part of 2012. Indeed recent releases by both Daft.ie and my-
Home.ie have pointed to the same outcome. 

Whilst some commentators attributed some of the stabilisation to the ending of mortgage 
interest relief to new first-time buyers, it is not possible to separate out this effect from wider 
economic factors. Indeed, even if the ending of the relief did lead to an increase in transactions 
this may be because first-time buyers brought forward their planned purchases from 2013 to 
2012 so as to benefit from mortgage interest relief. This may therefore have helped to stabilise 
property prices whilst the fundamentals of the economy improved. It is therefore hoped that 
stability will be maintained in 2013 and beyond with further improvements in economic funda-
mentals without the need for further measures.

I would like to point out that there are a number of economic considerations that might miti-
gate against such a scheme going forward. 

Firstly, it is not clear that such a subsidy is necessary in the current environment. The price 
of housing is now at an affordable level for most individuals, with prices at a low level for 
housing suitable for first-time buyers. Providing a subsidy to mortgages would risk distorting a 
natural and sustainable growth in prices in the medium term. It would also need to be borne in 
mind, that a universal subsidy may not be the best way of making housing affordable to those 
who may have difficulties in securing mortgages as it also benefits those without difficulties. 

There is also the consideration that subsidies of this kind very often result in higher pur-
chase prices and higher mortgages rather than more affordable housing and mortgages as the 
subsidy is generally passed through to the purchase price. To the extent that the mortgage inter-
est subsidy results in higher prices and larger borrowings, I would be concerned that it would 
not in fact free up cash flow for the economy. 

Even if some of the subsidy does in fact result in greater disposable income, it is not clear 
that the income would be spent on additional consumption in the domestic economy. Given the 
high import propensity of a small open economy like Ireland, there is a risk that any additional 
expenditure would leak out of the economy. This of course assumes that individuals would ac-
tually spend any additional disposable income rather than saving or paying down extra capital 
on their mortgage. This would mean that the exchequer gains from the measure referred to by 
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the Deputy may be overstated.

In addition, you will also appreciate, I receive numerous requests for the introduction of 
new tax reliefs and the extension of existing ones. You will also appreciate that I must be mind-
ful of the public finances and the many demands on the Exchequer given the current significant 
budgetary constraints. Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile in themselves, reduce the tax base 
and make general reform of the tax system that much more difficult.

12/02/2013WRE00950Tax Reliefs Application

12/02/2013WRE01000198. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the fuel rebate will be 
extended to private coach operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6588/13]

12/02/2013WRE01050229. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance with reference to the Finance 
Bill, his views on the findings by Compecon Consultants, which estimates that a rebate of 15 
cents per litre for bus and coach companies would cost the Exchequer between €2.202 million 
and €3.79 million per annum; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6908/13]

12/02/2013WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198 
and 229 together.

The proposal to introduce an auto-diesel excise duty relief for licensed road hauliers that I 
announced in the Budget is confined to licensed and tax compliant hauliers. 

However, I have received a number of submissions from, and on behalf of, private coach 
operators seeking to have this relief extended to them. I will consider these proposals and the 
level of the rebate in the context of the Finance Bill.

12/02/2013WRE01150Mortgage Interest Relief Application

12/02/2013WRE01200199. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views that recipients of 
mortgage interest relief in respect of homes that were bought at the height of the boom will be 
losing the relief this year and next year; if he has any further measures planned to assist these 
people; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6589/13]

12/02/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that in Supplementary 
Budget 2009, mortgage interest relief was limited so that interest payable on a qualifying home 
loan would only qualify for tax relief for the first seven tax years of the life of that loan (7 year 
rule).  However, in Finance Act 2010, mortgage interest relief was extended up to the end of 
2017 for those whose entitlement to relief was due to end in 2010 or after (i.e. those who pur-
chased in 2004 or after). 

Accordingly, individuals who took out qualifying loans in the period 2004 to 2012 will con-
tinue to be entitled to mortgage interest relief up until the end of 2017.   

It should be noted that, where there is an entitlement to mortgage interest relief, it is avail-
able at varying rates and subject to certain ceilings.  For example, individuals who are in the 
first seven tax years of their qualifying loan are entitled to a higher interest ceiling, on which 
the rate of relief is applied.  For such individuals, the interest ceilings are €10,000 per annum 
for a single individual and €20,000 per annum for married couples and civil partnerships. For 
individuals who have an entitlement to mortgage interest relief and who are in their eighth or 
subsequent years of their qualifying loan   a lower interest ceiling applies. For such individuals, 
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the interest ceilings are €3,000 per annum for single and €6,000 per annum for married couples/
civil partnerships. Therefore, some individuals will experience a reduction in the level of relief 
they receive as they enter into their eighth and subsequent years of their qualifying loans.  How-
ever, they will continue to receive mortgage interest relief up until the end of 2017.  

Furthermore, as you are aware, this Government is fully committed to helping address the 
particular problems faced by those that bought homes at the height of the property boom be-
tween 2004 and 2008.  In this regard, in Budget 2012, I announced my intention to fulfil the 
commitment in the Programme for Government to increase the rate of mortgage interest relief 
to 30 per cent for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage in that period.  

First time buyers will qualify for the increased rate if they made their first mortgage interest 
payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage in that period. The 
rate of tax relief on the interest paid on such loans will, for the tax years 2012 to 2017, be 30%.  
A document which illustrates the maximum gains for such individuals is available on the De-
partment of Finance’s tax policy website at http://taxpolicy.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/
Mortgage-Interest-Relief.pdf  . 

12/02/2013WRE01350VAT Rates Increases

12/02/2013WRE01400200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider measures 
to assist the construction industry by reducing VAT on building materials for home improve-
ment schemes being carried out by registered contractors; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6590/13]

12/02/2013WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would point out that a reduced VAT 
rate already applies to many building materials used for home improvement.  While the supply 
of building materials is in general subject to VAT at the standard rate of 23%, Ireland applies 
a reduced rate of 13.5% to the supply of ready-to-pour concrete and certain concrete blocks.  
In addition, where a building contractor carries out home improvements and the materials cost 
does not exceed two-thirds of the cost of the improvements then the reduced rate of 13.5% 
applies to the total building service.  A consequence of this is that a VAT registered building 
contractor will generally be entitled to recover VAT at the 23% standard rate on most building 
materials purchased while the contractor is only liable to charge VAT at the 13.5% reduced rate 
on the supply to the home owner.  

The VAT rating of goods is subject to the requirements of the EU VAT Directive with which 
Irish VAT law must comply.  The application of the 13.5% rate to construction work and build-
ing materials is the subject of a derogation from EU VAT law, where most other EU Member 
States apply higher rates of VAT to building materials. In this context, home improvement 
works are already incentivised through the VAT system.

12/02/2013WRE01550Banking Sector Regulation

12/02/2013WRE01600201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the conclusion of 
the trial of two men in Britain who were convicted of defrauding Allied Irish Bank in a scheme 
whereby £740 million has been advanced by AIB based on bogus documents, if he will outline 
the response by AIB to the fraud; the steps that have been taken to prevent a reoccurrence of 
such a fraud; and if he will outline any sanctions or disciplinary action taken by AIB against 
employees responsible for the approval of the loans. [6618/13]
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12/02/2013WRE01612202. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the conclusion of 
the trial or two men in Britain who were convicted of defrauding Allied Irish Bank in a scheme 
whereby £740 million had been advanced by AIB based on bogus documents, if he will confirm 
the bank’s policy with respect to accepting hospitality from borrowers; and if he will provide 
an assessment as to whether the hospitality outlined in the trial was accepted in breach of its 
policies. [6619/13]

12/02/2013WRE01625203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the conclusion of 
the trial or two men in Britain who were convicted of defrauding Allied Irish Bank, if he will 
provide an estimate of bonuses and commissions paid to its employees relating to the advancing 
of the loans. [6620/13]

12/02/2013WRE01650204. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the conclusion of 
the trial of two men in Britain who were convicted of defrauding Allied Irish Banks if he will 
outline the way AIB ensured that it maximised the sale price in the disposal of the portfolio of 
properties subject to the loans to Green Property; the way the portfolio was marketed to ensure 
potential purchasers were aware of the sale; the way AIB ensured each potential purchaser had 
access to equal information about the portfolio; and if he will state when it began marketing the 
portfolio to the market and when the sale closed.  [6621/13]

12/02/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201 to 
204, inclusive, together.

AIB has informed me that the Bank is satisfied that it took all necessary steps to maximise 
value and minimise losses when selling this portfolio of properties to Green Property during 
very difficult market conditions. 

Unfortunately, as normal customer confidentiality applies between Green Property and AIB, 
the Bank is not in a position to comment on any of the details of this transaction. AIB can 
confirm however that it has taken steps within its controls to prevent a re-occurrence of such a 
fraud.

AIB does not comment specifically on issues relating to current or former individual staff 
members. The events that the Deputy refers to occurred over a period of years prior to 2008. 
Since the State Guarantee in 2008 AIB has completely overhauled its management and gover-
nance structure. This included the appointment of a new Board and Management Team, all of 
whom have been appointed since 2009. AIB has continually updated its Code of Conduct for 
employees, incorporating a policy on corporate hospitality, which is strictly enforced. This code 
is also available on AIB’s Group website. 

12/02/2013WRF00150Promissory Note Negotiations

12/02/2013WRF00200205. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm if a technical 
paper on resolving Ireland’s bank-related debt was ultimately finalised in conjunction with the 
bailout Troika of the IMF, EU and ECB for submission to principals of the Troika as indicated 
by An Taoiseach when he stated the troika stated it would produce a technical paper on this is-
sue which is of such importance to the deficit and to our capacity to repay our debts; if such a 
technical paper was finalised; if he will provide the date it was finalised; if he will set out his 
plans to publish this document; and if it was not finalised, if he will provide the reason or rea-
sons for that inaction.  [6622/13]

12/02/2013WRF00300206. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a specific technical paper 
has been produced on the promissory notes by the Troika and the Government.  [6623/13]
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12/02/2013WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 205 
and 206 together.

As the Deputy is aware, this Government reached a conclusion to its discussions with the 
European Central Bank last week that delivered on our commitment to put in place a fairer and 
more sustainable arrangement on the IBRC Promissory Notes.  Last week also saw the rem-
nants of Anglo Irish Bank and Irish removed from the financial and political landscape.

The Irish Government has been working extremely hard to secure a deal on the Irish bank 
debt and in particular, in recent months on the issue of the IBRC Promissory Notes.  This in-
volved intense discussions with the ECB on all options in relation to the promissory notes, such 
as the source of funding, the duration of the notes, the interest rate applicable, the structure of 
repayment etc.  These engagements with our European partners took on a number of forms 
and the proposal developed over time.  A single technical paper was not the sum total of this 
process, given the scale and complexity of the matter.  Needless to say, the announcements last 
week reflect the finalisation of this work.

I am satisfied that every available and appropriate opportunity to advance Ireland’s position 
in relation to legacy bank debt with our European partners has been availed of and that every 
effort to maintain the issue of the remaining Irish bank debt at the top of the European agenda 
will continue to be made.

12/02/2013WRF00450Contingent Capital Notes

12/02/2013WRF00500207. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the announcement 
of his Department that negotiations to sell €500m - €1bn of Bank of Ireland contingent capital 
notes had concluded, if he will provide an assessment of the impact of the transaction on the 
prospects of securing a deal to recoup at a European level other sums used to bailout the banks.  
[6624/13]

12/02/2013WRF00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State’s successful disposal of the 
Bank of Ireland contingent capital notes earlier this year is further evidence of investors’ con-
fidence in Ireland and demonstrates that there is a market appetite for Irish assets.    However, 
the Government is still heavily involved in drawing up the operational criteria that will guide 
direct bank recapitalisations by the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), in full respect of the 
29 June 2012 euro area Summit statement.

The European Council stated on 14 December 2012 that “once an effective SSM is estab-
lished, the ESM will be able to recapitalise banks directly. An agreement on the operation-
al framework supporting this possibility, including the definition of legacy assets, should be 
agreed as soon as possible in the first semester of 2013”.

Ireland continues to be fully engaged in this process within the Eurogroup and among Heads 
of State or Government. Furthermore, officials from my Department also attend technical meet-
ings with the ESM and other member states. In this regard, discussions remain on-going and no 
conclusion has been reached. 

Notwithstanding these discussions, I also will continue to explore any market opportunities 
to  get  a return of any of the sums used to bail out the banks. 

12/02/2013WRF00650NAMA Loans Sale



Questions - Written Answers

158

12/02/2013WRF00700208. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm if the Na-
tional Asset Management Agency provides so-called staple finance or vendor finance to pur-
chasers of its loans, as opposed to purchasers of its real estate property. [6625/13]

12/02/2013WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that vendor finance may, 
on a case by case basis, be made available as part of the sales process relating to both qualifying 
assets and loans. NAMA advises that it has published an information guide on vendor finance, 
which is available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie, to which the Deputy may wish to refer 
for further information.

12/02/2013WRF00850Social Insurance Fund Deficit

12/02/2013WRF00900209. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the December 2012 Exchequer statement if he will explain the €300 million entitled Repayment 
of Loans to Social Insurance Fund; if he will confirm if there are further loans outstanding from 
the Social Insurance Fund; and if so, the amount and the scheduled repayment dates.  [6627/13]

12/02/2013WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 18 of the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act, 2012, which amended Section 9 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005, 
enables the Minister for Finance, having consulted with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, to advance moneys from the Central Fund to the Social Insurance Fund via an account 
with the Paymaster General in order to maintain sufficient amount of moneys in the current ac-
count of the latter Fund to meet the sums payable from it.   Due to the restricted number of bank-
ing days in the month of December, it was deemed necessary to ultilise this provision for cash 
flow purposes as payovers of the Social Insurance Fund’s PRSI income, which is collected via 
the Revenue ROS system, may be subject to payment transfer delay. An advance of 300 million 
euro, which was made from the Central Fund, was repaid in full by the Social Insurance Fund 
on 28 December 2012 upon the receipt of sufficient PRSI income. The repayment is reflected 
in the 2012 December Exchequer Statement. There are currently no advances from the Central 
Fund to the Social Insurance Fund.

Since mid-2010, the Social Insurance Fund is in receipt of subvention from voted moneys in 
order to bridge the gap between its income and expenditure. This subvention is provided for un-
der section 9 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005. As a normal part of the subvention 
funding, the Fund will receive advances from the Paymaster General’s Supply Account, which 
in turn is funded from issues from the Central Fund. I am advised by the Department of Social 
Protection that at 31 December 2012 such advances were of the order of 125 million euro.This 
amount was not repayable by virtue of the subvention arrangement and as it was expended it  
become a charge on the Vote for Social Protection in January 2013 in accordance with Public 
Financial Procedures.  

12/02/2013WRF01050Credit Union Fund Issues

12/02/2013WRF01100210. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the December 2012 Exchequer statement, if he will explain the €250m contribution to the credit 
union fund; and if he will provide an estimate of any additional contributions identified, show-
ing the estimated date of disbursement and amount. [6628/13]

12/02/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union Fund was established 
by ministerial order under section 57 of the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas 
Regulators Act 2012.   I contributed €250 million to the Credit Union Fund in December 2012 



12 February 2013

159

to support the restructuring of the credit union sector by the Restructuring Board (‘ReBo’) in 
line with the recommendations of the Commission on Credit Unions.  No further Exchequer 
contributions to the Fund are planned.  The ReBo is working to the timetable set out in the Com-
mission’s report and is expected to complete its work by the end of 2015 with any necessary 
disbursement of funding taking place before then.  Any funding provided to credit unions will 
be on a recoupable basis.

12/02/2013WRF01250Outright Monetary Transaction Scheme Eligibility

12/02/2013WRF01300211. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an assess-
ment as to whether the State now qualifies for the ECB’s outright monetary transactions scheme; 
if the State now qualifies, his basis for that belief; and if he does not believe the State now quali-
fies, the basis for that belief and any additional actions needed so as to qualify. [6629/13]

12/02/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Governing Council of the ECB 
made a decision to establish the Outright Monetary Transaction (OMT) scheme on 2nd Au-
gust 2012, and issued a press statement on 6th September 2012 which outlined its technical 
features.   This press statement sets out that a necessary condition for OMT is strict and effec-
tive conditionality attached to an appropriate European Financial Stability Facility/European 
Stability Mechanism (EFSF/ESM) programme. Such programmes can take the form of a full 
EFSF/ESM macroeconomic adjustment programme or a precautionary programme (Enhanced 
Conditions Credit Line), provided that they include the possibility of EFSF/ESM primary mar-
ket purchases. The ECB have also stated that OMT may also be considered for Member States 
currently under a macroeconomic adjustment programme “when they will be regaining bond 
market access”. 

I believe the ECB’s announcement regarding its OMT programme is a significant develop-
ment and is viewed as such by the financial markets.  

The ECB press statement also notes that the ECB’s Governing Council will decide on the 
start, continuation and suspension of OMT, following a thorough assessment, in full discretion 
and acting in accordance with its monetary policy mandate.  The decision on whether to grant 
OMT or otherwise in any particular case is therefore a matter for the ECB.

12/02/2013WRF01450Bank Debt Restructuring

12/02/2013WRF01500212. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement by 
Permanent TSB in November 2012 confirming that it was selling loans with a value net of 
provisions and write-offs of €351m at February 2012, if he will identify the beneficial buyer of 
these loans.  [6630/13]

12/02/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Permanent TSB that 
the majority of the loan assets of Permanent TSB Finance Limited and the entire loan assets of 
Blue Cube Personal Loans Limited were sold to Consumer Auto Receivables Finance Limited 
in late 2012. In addition, a small portfolio of largely corporate loans was sold by Permanent 
TSB Finance Limited to a third party global bank. I am informed by Permanent TSB that the 
terms of the sale preclude it from providing additional information without the consent of the 
other parties.



Questions - Written Answers

160

12/02/2013WRF01650Bank Debt Restructuring

12/02/2013WRF01700213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement by 
Permanent TSB, confirming that it was selling loans with a value net of provisions and writeoffs 
of €351m at February 2012, in return for consideration of €287m, if he will confirm the loss that 
was booked by PTSB on the transaction; if he will outline the process undertaken by PTSB to 
dispose of the assets in order to maximize the return on the transaction; and if he will provide 
a schedule of the recipients, fees, and costs incurred by PTSB on the transaction.  [6631/13]

12/02/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Permanent TSB that 
the loss booked on disposal is subject to audit and will be published in the Bank’s Annual Re-
port which is due to be published in March 2013. Permanent TSB advises that a competitive 
sales process was undertaken, facilitated by the Bank’s corporate finance advisors. The Bank 
has informed me that over 20 parties were initially invited to express their interest in acquiring 
the assets and that multiple bidders were maintained through each stage of the process. I have 
been informed by Permanent TSB that ultimately exclusivity was offered to the bidder whose 
offer maximised the return to the Bank. Permanent TSB informs me that the total fees payable 
to all advisors, for services provided over a 14 month period will be disclosed in the Annual 
Report. 

12/02/2013WRF01850Bank Debt Restructuring

12/02/2013WRF01900214. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement by 
Permanent TSB, confirming that it was selling two operating units to management for nominal 
consideration, if he will provide an outline of the valuations undertaken by PTSB of the two 
units so as to ensure the sale price was adequate; if he will provide the sales, operating profit, 
impairments and net profit after tax for the two units for each of the past five years; and if he 
will further provide the balance sheet for each of the units at 31 December 2011. [6632/13]

12/02/2013WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Permanent TSB that 
the sale price achieved after a detailed process was recommended by the financial advisers and 
approved by the Boards of Permanent TSB Finance and Permanent TSB.  I am informed by 
Permanent TSB that the remaining information sought is commercially sensitive.  Permanent 
TSB advises that the financial impact of the sale will be reflected in the Annual Report due to 
be published in March of this year. 

12/02/2013WRF02050Banking Sector Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRF02100215. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement by 
Permanent TSB, confirming that it was selling two operating units to management for nominal 
consideration, if he will confirm the number of staff employed at both units and the number 
of staff being transferred to the buyer of the units; if he will confirm if any redundancies have 
resulted from the transaction; and, if so, the number and cost of such redundancies. [6633/13]

12/02/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I previously stated in response to 
PQ 53111/12 Permanent TSB has advised me that there are 82 employees employed at the two 
operating units and that all of the staff are being transferred to First Citizen Finance Limited. 
Therefore no redundancies have resulted from the transaction. 
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12/02/2013WRF02250Bank Debt Restructuring

12/02/2013WRF02300216. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement by 
Permanent TSB, confirming that it was selling loans with a value net of provisions and writeoffs 
of €351m at February 2012, if he will provide an outline of any other imminent disposals by 
PTSB.  [6634/13]

12/02/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Permanent TSB that no 
loan book disposals are envisaged by it at this time.

12/02/2013WRF02450Bond Redemption

12/02/2013WRF02500217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that PTSB 
has sufficient resources to repay bonds which mature in April 2013 and that PTSB will not need 
any additional funding from the taxpayer. [6635/13]

12/02/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by Permanent 
TSB that it currently has sufficient resources to repay the April 2013 maturity. Permanent TSB 
advises that these funds come from deposit growth and the benefits of restructuring the balance 
sheet. 

12/02/2013WRF02650General Government Debt

12/02/2013WRF02700218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the December 2012 Exchequer Statement, if he will confirm the General Government Deficit 
for 2012 and a reconciliation between the GGD and the Exchequer Deficit for 2012. [6636/13]

12/02/2013WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2013 contained a forecast Gen-
eral Government Balance (Deficit) of -8.2% of GDP which was based on the most up to date 
information available at the end of November. In light of the better than expected Exchequer 
returns for December 2012, it is now reasonable to expect that the General Government Bal-
ance (GGB) for 2012 will be under -8% of GDP. However, the first official estimate of the final 
GGB will be made by the Central Statistics Office in the Maastricht Returns at the end of March 
and will be published by Eurostat in mid to late April. 

12/02/2013WRF02850EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

12/02/2013WRF02900219. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the 
agreement between the previous Government and the Troika in relation to property tax under 
the Memorandum of Understanding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6638/13]

12/02/2013WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EU-IMF Programme of Financial 
Support is subject to policy conditionality which is set out in programme documents - the Mem-
orandum of Understanding on Specific Economic Policy Conditionality (MOU), the Memoran-
dum of Economic and Financial Policies (MEFP) and the Technical Memorandum of Under-
standing. The conditionality in these documents is subject to continuing assessment by the Irish 
Authorities and the EU, IMF, ECB (the Troika) to ensure the board programme objectives are 
met. Such assessment is undertaken at the quarterly reviews. These reviews include discussions 
where programme commitments are updated and agreed after every mission.   The introduc-
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tion of a property tax has been a condition of the Programme since it was first negotiated in 
November 2010, and has remained a condition following subsequent reviews.  In relation to the 
programme documents dated December 2010 the MEFP made reference to the introduction of 
a new residential-property based site value tax while the MOU, referred to the introduction of 
a property tax. Since then, in both the MOU and MEFP, the reference of the property tax has 
developed as the programme documents have been agreed after each review mission. The most 
recent references in the programme documents has been to a value-based property tax. All the 
programme documents referred to are available on the department website.

In light of the complex issues involved in a full property tax, the Government decided to 
introduce the Household Charge, a flat charge of €100, in 2012 as an interim measure.  The 
Household Charge was a matter for the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government and has been abolished with effect from the 1 January 2013.  

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 was signed into law by the President on 26 De-
cember 2012. Under this legislation a local property tax charge will be payable on all relevant 
residential properties from 1 July 2013.

The Government decided that that the basis of assessment for the Local Property Tax should 
be market value, as recommended by the inter-Departmental Group chaired by Dr Don Thorn-
hill (the “Thornhill Group”), which considered the structures and modalities of a property tax.  I 
refer the Deputy to my answer to Question No. 127 of 18 December 2012 (56634/12) for more 
details on the group’s analysis, and to the report itself, which is available on the website of the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.

12/02/2013WRF03050Property Taxation Application

12/02/2013WRF03100220. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if a married couple live 
together but the house is only in one of their names will the named homeowner’s income be the 
only one taken into account for the payment of the tax or will the other person’s income also be 
taken into account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6650/13]

12/02/2013WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that where a liable person is one of a married couple living together where the property 
on which Local Property Tax (LPT) is chargeable is in one name, the tax can be paid from either 
spouse’s income using the various payment options available.  This includes payment by way 
of deduction at source from employment or occupational pension income.   The liability to LPT 
is not affected by the income of the couple.  However, the couple’s gross income is taken into 
account in establishing whether they qualify for full or partial deferral of the tax, regardless of 
whether the property is in the name of one member of the couple or in joint names.  Therefore, 
where the residential property is the sole or main residence of the couple and their joint estimat-
ed gross income from all sources does not exceed €25,000 during the relevant year, they will 
be eligible to apply for full deferral of the LPT charge.  Gross income from all sources in this 
context consists of both spouse’s total income before any deductions, allowances or reliefs that 
may be taken off for income tax purposes and includes income that is exempt from income tax 
and income from the Department of Social Protection but excludes Child Benefit.  To determine 
whether deferral applies for 2013, the couple is required to estimate on 1 May 2013 what their 
total gross income for 2013 will be. 

The couple will qualify for deferral of 50% of the LPT liability where both spouse’s esti-
mated gross income from all sources is less than €35,000 for the year.  The balance of 50% of 
the tax must be paid.  Where the property was purchased with a mortgage, the thresholds of 
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€25,000 and €35,000 are increased by 80% of the gross mortgage interest payments.  

The deferral thresholds of €25,000 and €35,000 apply to civil partners and cohabitants as 
well as to married couples.

12/02/2013WRF03250Equality Issues

12/02/2013WRF03300221. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the measures he has tak-
en at Departmental level to ensure expenditure is managed with due consideration for matters 
of equality in the context of Ministers working within existing equality legislation. [6706/13]

12/02/2013WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Programme for Government con-
tains a clear commitment that all public bodies would take due note of equality and human 
rights in carrying out their functions.  The State and its bodies must, of course, comply with 
all provisions of equality legislation in the development and delivery of policies and services.   
My Department abides by all statutory requirements as well as Civil Service procedures and 
schemes in regard to equality matters and these are reflected, where appropriate, in expenditure 
transactions.

12/02/2013WRF03450Promissory Note Negotiations

12/02/2013WRF03500222. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are any clauses in 
the terms of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation promissory notes which would be triggered 
in respect of Irish Exchequer issued debt in the event of non-payment of the 31 March 2013 
instalment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6708/13]

12/02/2013WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, this Govern-
ment reached a conclusion to its discussions with the European Central Bank last week that 
delivered on our commitment to put in place a fairer and more sustainable arrangement on 
the IBRC Promissory Notes.  Last week also saw the remnants of Anglo Irish Bank and Irish 
Nationwide removed from the financial and political landscape.   Following the exchange of 
the Promissory Notes for long dated Irish government bonds last Friday, the Promissory Notes 
have been cancelled, the circumstances raised in this question have been overtaken by recent 
developments and the scenario raised cannot now occur.

12/02/2013WRF03650Banking Sector Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRF03700223. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff earning more 
than €100,000 per year who have taken early retirement from the EBS since the begining of 
2012. [6733/13]

12/02/2013WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by AIB that there 
are no staff members who have taken early retirement from the EBS since the beginning of 
2012, regardless of salary level.

12/02/2013WRF03850Mortgage Arrears Proposals

12/02/2013WRF03900224. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will support a person 
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(details supplied) in Dublin 5 regarding their mortgage. [6767/13]

12/02/2013WRF04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must confirm to the Deputy 
that it is not appropriate for me to comment or become involved in the mortgage arrangements 
of an individual borrower.  Neither could I advise a customer whether or not to dispose of a 
property.   I can assure the Deputy that the Government is committed to advancing appropri-
ate measures to assist those mortgage holders who are experiencing genuine difficulty.  In this 
regard, the Government is now actively implementing the main recommendations contained in 
the ‘Keane Report’.

A number of significant milestones have now been achieved:-

- The Personal Insolvency Act was signed into law by the President on the 26 December 
2012.  The Act will now be subject to a commencement order by the Minister for Justice, Equal-
ity and Defence

- The Minister for Housing and Planning has formally launched the “mortgage to rent” 
scheme on a nationwide basis;

- Lenders have provided details to the Central Bank on their proposed forbearance and loan 
modification options which will be made available, in appropriate cases, to their customers who 
are in mortgage difficulty.  The roll out of these options has commenced with Central Bank 
oversight;

- An extensive independent mortgage advice framework has been put in place by the Min-
ister of Social Protection comprising (i) an enhanced website www.keepingyourhome.ie   (ii) a 
Mortgage Arrears information helpline and (iii) the provision of free independent ‘one-to-one’ 
professional financial advice to borrowers when considering a long term forbearance/resolution 
offer from their lender.

In addition, the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears is also key protection 
and provides that each bank must put in place a formal Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process to 
deal with its mortgage customers who are in arrears or pre-arrears and for the establishment of 
dedicated arrears support units and appeals processes to handle such cases.

In relation to the details provided by the Deputy, I have been informed by the lender con-
cerned that it encourages customers facing mortgage difficulties to make immediate contact, 
so that appropriate options can be discussed, agreed, and progressed. As a starting point, the 
borrower should make an appointment with the local branch to arrange to complete a ‘Standard 
Financial Statement’, a key element of the sector wide Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process. 

12/02/2013WRF04050Voluntary Housing Sector Issues

12/02/2013WRF04100225. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the actions he will be 
take to increase access to mortgages for people obtaining homes through charitable housing or-
ganisations, who have a lower net disposable income and are refused loans through traditional 
banks; the way he intends to increase home ownership during the stagnation of the housing sec-
tor for those on lower incomes; the way he intends to make the financial sector more inclusive; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6821/13]

12/02/2013WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): General housing policy, including pol-
icy on home ownership and the provision of mortgages by local authorities, to people who are 
unable to get a mortgage from a commercial lender for the purpose of purchasing a private 
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house, is primarily a matter for the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government.  In that regard, the housing policy statement, published in June 2011 by that De-
partment, signalled a shift to a tenure neutral high level objective and a clear commitment to 
restoring balance to the housing sector generally through a lesser reliance on home ownership.  
As such, Government will not act to prioritise one form of housing tenure over another.  Nev-
ertheless, the policy statement reaffirms the State’s commitment to supporting access to home 
ownership for lower to middle income households and the current range of paths to home own-
ership that are facilitated by house purchase loans from local authorities will remain in place in 
that regard. I should also add that direct lending to Approved Housing Bodies in the voluntary 
and co-operative housing sectors is now in place through the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) 
which operates under the aegis of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government, and full details of the activities of the HFA can be found on the Agency’s website, 
http://www.hfa.ie  .   

Regarding the provision of mortgage finance for home purchase more generally, this Gov-
ernment is pursuing a number of actions to ensure that an increased, but financially sustainable, 
level of mortgage credit will be available to new borrowers from commercial lenders to meet 
the needs of the economy and society.  This includes the very significant restructuring and right 
sizing of the banking sector to make it more focused on the real needs of the economy and the 
resolution of the existing problem of significant mortgage arrears and unsustainable mortgage 
debt which is acting as a drag on economic improvement.  

Ultimately the Government is of the view that it is the regeneration of the economy, the res-
toration of employment levels and income growth that will provide the real social and economic 
improvements that will be required.  That is why Government is focused through its many new 
initiatives at fostering and generating economic growth.  The successful achievement of this 
objective will restore consumer confidence and bring the tangible and sustainable recovery that 
the country requires.

On the issue of financial inclusion, the Government has already commenced the process 
of providing universal access to basic banking services.  The introduction of a Basic Payment 
Account is part of the Department of Finance’s Strategy for Financial Inclusion in Ireland.  The 
Basic Payment Account is being developed as a gateway product for wider financial inclusion, 
that is, access to insurance, savings and credit products and work on introducing a Basic Pay-
ment Account in Ireland by certain providers commenced in 2012.  Following an evaluation 
process, a full national rollout is planned for this year. 

12/02/2013WRF04250Tax Forms

12/02/2013WRF04300226. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Revenue 
Commissioners would not stamp a HPL1 form for a person (details supplied) in County Cork 
applying for social housing in Cork  [6860/13]

12/02/2013WRF04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the 
taxpayer presented a HPL1 form for stamping at their Cork office on 23 October 2012.  A letter 
was issued to him on 24 October 2012 explaining that the form could not be stamped.    The 
wording of the section on the form HPL1 to be completed by Revenue reads:

“I hereby certify, in accordance with my records and to the best of my knowledge, that the 
above named person has not previously claimed   income tax relief in respect of interest paid on 
money borrowed to purchase or build a dwelling.”
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The taxpayer was in receipt of mortgage interest tax relief up to 2008, and so the form can-
not be stamped by Revenue.

12/02/2013WRG00150Tax Code

12/02/2013WRG00200227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which capi-
tal acquisitions tax and/or capital gains tax is payable on compensation received on foot of a 
compulsory purchase order and the operation thresholds of applicable; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [6873/13]

12/02/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that in the absence of specific details it is only possible to reply to your query in general 
terms as follows: 

Capital Gains Tax

A chargeable gain arising on the disposal of an asset on foot of a compulsory purchase order 
is liable to capital gains tax in the same way as any other disposal, subject to a minor variation 
as to when the time of disposal is deemed to occur.

Under Section 542(1)(c) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, the time of disposal in the 
case of a disposal made on foot of a compulsory purchase is the earlier of:  (i) the time the au-
thority possessing compulsory purchase powers enters on the land in pursuance of its powers, 
or, (ii) the time at which the compensation for the acquisition of the land is agreed or otherwise 
determined (variations on appeal being disregarded for this purpose).

While the time of disposal is fixed as above, where the date of receipt of the compensation 
from the authority is later than this, any chargeable gain is deemed to accrue at the time at which 
payment of the compensation is received by the property owner – and payment of any capital 
gains tax due is determined by reference to this later date. If in such cases the owner of the land 
dies before the compensation is received, the gain is deemed to accrue immediately before the 
person’s death.

The first €1,270 of total chargeable gains in any year of assessment is exempt.

Capital Acquisitions Tax

Capital acquisitions tax is payable on a taxable gift or inheritance. If the proceeds of a com-
pulsory acquisition were gifted or inherited, then capital acquisitions tax would be payable by 
reference to the normal criteria and thresholds, depending on the relationship between the par-
ties.  If on a gift or inheritance of agricultural property CAT agricultural relief is claimed by a 
farmer donee/successor (such that the value of the land is reduced by 90% for the purposes of 
calculating any CAT payable) and that land is subsequently acquired by compulsory purchase 
within 6 years of the gift or inheritance, the agricultural relief claimed on the gift or inheritance 
will be withdrawn unless the proceeds of the compulsory purchase are reinvested in other ag-
ricultural property within 6 years of the compulsory purchase (there is provision for partial 
withdrawal where only part of the proceeds are reinvested).

The first €3,000 of the total taxable value of all taxable gifts taken by a donee in any calen-
dar year is exempt.

12/02
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/2013WRG00350VAT Rates Application

12/02/2013WRG00400228. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance  the cost to the Exchequer 
of reducing the rate of VAT by 2%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6879/13]

12/02/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, assuming the rate of VAT being referred to is the standard rate, the full year cost 
of reducing the rate from 23% to 21% is estimated at €570m.  I have no current plans to reduce 
VAT rates.

Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 198.

12/02/2013WRG00650Pension Provisions

12/02/2013WRG00700230. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
taxation of Department of Social Protection pensions pre-2012 in view of the fact that certain 
taxpayers such as a person (details supplied) in County Kildare are now being assessed for 2010 
and 2011; if there has been a change in the Revenue policy in relation to the collection of back-
dated tax on these pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6947/13]

12/02/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Pensions payable by the Department 
of Social Protection (DSP) have always been taxable but the amount of tax payable, if any, 
depends on the circumstances of the individual concerned, usually whether they have other 
sources of income.  As I have previously informed the House, I have been advised by the Rev-
enue Commissioners that following receipt of data from the DSP in late 2011 containing details 
of DSP pension payments, it emerged that some pensioners with significant other income had 
not previously declared their DSP pension for tax purposes.  Revenue’s approach was, firstly, to 
ensure that the record was correct for 2012 and thereafter to examine in detail the largest cases 
where there was a mismatch between their records and the DSP record, beginning with cases 
where annual non-DSP income exceeded €50,000.  The information obtained from the initial 
examination would inform Revenue on how they would proceed with other higher risk cases.  
This follow-up project has been ongoing and Revenue is now corresponding with taxpayers 
who did not declare their DSP pension where they have annual non-DSP income of between 
€30,000 and €40,000.

This correspondence, which gives the taxpayers in question an opportunity to engage with 
Revenue, and, for example, to claim any unclaimed tax reliefs such as medical expenses etc., is 
in keeping with Revenue’s normal practice.

12/02/2013WRG00850NAMA Debtors

12/02/2013WRG00900231. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the limits the National Assets 
Management Agency sets on debtors living costs that is rent, by month and by year.  [7042/13]

12/02/2013WRG01000232. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the National Assets Man-
agement Agency allows debtors to remain members of exclusive clubs.  [7043/13]

12/02/2013WRG01100233. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is ap-
propriate that debtors in the National Assets Management Agency retain membership of exclu-
sive private clubs, can take expensive holidays such as ski trips and continue to drive around in 
top of the range cars.  [7044/13]
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12/02/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 to 
233, inclusive, together. 

NAMA advises that its role as a secured lender does not extend to determining or restricting 
the clubs or associations to which individuals debtors may belong.  Nor is NAMA in a position 
to dictate a debtor’s choice of holiday location. 

NAMA seeks to ensure that income generated by assets securing NAMA loans is applied 
towards repaying a debtor’s indebtedness to NAMA.  In certain circumstances, debtors are al-
lowed to retain a portion of asset income in lieu of overheads which include staff costs.  NAMA 
also seeks to obtain charges over a debtor’s unencumbered assets and to realise such assets so 
as to further reduce indebtedness. 

Clearly, however, NAMA has no control over the application of income generated by assets 
securing loans which have been advanced to debtors by other financial institutions. 

The Deputy will be aware that where the evidence available to NAMA is that a debtor has 
failed, as part of a sworn statement of affairs, to disclose all his assets, he will be faced with 
very serious consequences.  NAMA has made it clear that it will not work with debtors who fail 
to co-operate fully and openly with it.  NAMA will also pursue through the courts debtors who 
fail to co-operate with it in terms of agreeing to the reversal of asset transfers or to the granting 
of legal charges over unencumbered assets. 

12/02/2013WRG01250Financial Services Regulation

12/02/2013WRG01300234. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the investigations, if any, that 
have taken place by the Financial Regulator into the activities of private financial management 
and investment companies who may have falsely advertised the size of the portfolios or en-
gaged in other fraudulent activity over the course of the last ten years. [7045/13]

12/02/2013WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Minister for Finance has no role 
in the management of the financial regulatory functions of the Central Bank.  However, I have 
been informed by the Central Bank that, due to the confidentiality requirements set out in Sec-
tion 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942, it cannot comment on any investigation that may have 
taken place into the activities of regulated firms. 

12/02/2013WRG01450IBRC Legal Cases

12/02/2013WRG01500235. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the exposure, if any, estimated 
to arise for the State from the case being taken by Enid Investment Corporation against Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7109/13]

12/02/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, on 5 Feb-
ruary 2013 the Oireachtas passed legislation (Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013), 
appointing joint Special Liquidators to IBRC with immediate effect to wind up its business 
and operations.  At this early stage of the special liquidation Special Liquidators are engaged in 
intensive processes which involves inter alia, asserting control over the businesses, processes, 
systems and personnel of IBRC.  It is important that focus is placed on assessing, reorganising 
and restructuring the day–to-day activities of the Bank to meet the primary objective of ensur-
ing the purpose of the special liquidation is achieved, as this is key to ensuring that value is 
extracted from the liquidation. 
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As such the Bank is not in a position to provide the information requested by the Deputy.

I thank the Deputy for his understanding in what is a crucial phase in the liquidation. 

12/02/2013WRG01650Banking Sector Investigations

12/02/2013WRG01700236. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of the current investigation being undertaken by the Central Bank of Ireland into possible mis-
selling of payment protection insurance policies by financial institutions; if he will state if there 
is any estimate of the amount of compensation required for customers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7117/13]

12/02/2013WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that the investigations into the incorrect selling of payment protection insurance to consumers 
are still on-going.  The Central Bank has requested several firms to conduct comprehensive re-
views of their payment protection insurance sales – this investigation to be overseen by a third 
party.  The listed firms have commenced their reviews of payment protection insurance sales 
since July 2007.  The Central Bank has extended its investigations to examine sales by other 
banks and credit institutions. Arising from the reviews each firm must determine what action is 
required, including contacting consumers and making refunds, where necessary.  I have been 
further advised by the Central Bank that it is closely monitoring the progress of these reviews.  
The Central Bank has indicated to me that, at this stage, it is not possible, to estimate the time 
frame for completion of the reviews, how many consumers are likely to be affected or the total 
amount of re-imbursements.

The Central Bank is updating consumers on the progress of the on-going investigations.

12/02/2013WRG01850IBRC Legal Cases

12/02/2013WRG01900237. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount that Anglo 
Irish Bank-IBRC spent in legal fees in relation to Quinn companies and the Quinn family, both 
in this jurisdiction and in all others; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7123/13]

12/02/2013WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, on 5 Feb-
ruary 2013 the Oireachtas passed legislation (Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013), 
appointing joint Special Liquidators to IBRC with immediate effect to wind up its business 
and operations.  At this early stage of the special liquidation Special Liquidators are engaged in 
intensive processes which involve inter alia, asserting control over the businesses, processes, 
systems and personnel of IBRC.  It is important that focus is placed on assessing, reorganising 
and restructuring the day–to-day activities of the Bank to meet the primary objective of ensur-
ing the purpose of the special liquidation is achieved, as this is key to ensuring that value is 
extracted from the liquidation. 

As such the Bank is not in a position to provide the information requested by the Deputy.

I thank the Deputy for his understanding in what is a crucial phase in the liquidation. 

12/02/2013WRG02050Bank Guarantee Scheme Losses

12/02/2013WRG02100238. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 248 of 5 February 2013, if he will confirm that he has provided a complete response; 
his views on the Abadi litigation with Allied Irish Bank; in view of the fact that he is a 15% 
shareholder in bank of Ireland, and formerly the shareholder of nearly 50%, if he will provide 
a list of the legal actions initiated by the holders of subordinated or senior bonds in the cov-
ered banks; the date the action was initiated; the identity of the applicant or applicants; and the 
identity of the respondent and the jurisdiction in which the action has been initiated.  [7153/13]

12/02/2013WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The response to Parliamentary Question 
No. 248 of 5 February 2013 sets out the information received from each of the covered institu-
tions in relation to the question posed.  There were, also, two additional cases initiated against 
the Minister for Finance by holders of subordinated debt which were inadvertently omitted 
from that answer. Details of these cases are set out in tabular form below.  The Minister for Fi-
nance made a statement in relation to the court action initiated against the Minister for Finance, 
Ireland and the Attorney General by Abadi and others on 3 June 2011.  A copy of the statement 
is attached to this response. AIB was not a defendant to Abadi’s claim although it was a notice 
party to a claim made in the same proceedings by another bondholder for a limited purpose. 
Any confusion caused by the response to Parliamentary Question No.248 is regretted. 

Cases

Proceedings Date 
Commenced

Plaintiffs/
Applicants

Defendant/
Respondent

Jurisdiction Case 
Withdrawn/
Struck Out

Abadi & Co. 
Securities 
Limited v. 
The Minister 
for Finance, 
Ireland and 
The Attorney 
General. The 
High Court 
2011/114 
MCA and 
The High 
Court 
2011/4118P

April 2011 Abadi & Co. 
Securities 
Limited

The Minister 
for Finance, 
Ireland and 
The Attorney 
General

Ireland 3 June 2011
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Proceedings Date 
Commenced

Plaintiffs/
Applicants

Defendant/
Respondent

Jurisdiction Case 
Withdrawn/
Struck Out

Aurelius 
Capital 
Master 
Limited, ACP 
Master Lim-
ited, Aurelius 
Convergence 
Master 
Limited v. 
The Minister 
for Finance – 
Notice Party 
AIB. The 
High Court 
2011/114 
MCA

April 2011 Aurelius 
Capital 
Master 
Limited, 
ACP 
Master 
Limited, 
Aurelius 
Convergence 
Master 
Limited

The Minister 
for Finance 
AIB was a 
Notice Party, 
not a 
Defendant

Ireland 1 July 2011

The covered institutions have supplied the following information in response to your ques-
tions.

PTSB:

PTSB have informed me that no legal actions have been initiated by the holders of subordi-
nated or senior bonds in respect of PTSB.

AIB:

AIB has informed me that one claim has been initiated by a New York based entity. It 
commenced litigation in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York 
against AIB arising out of the Liability Management Exercise in May 2011.

The claim was dismissed by the New York courts in August 2012 on the grounds that New 
York was not the appropriate jurisdiction in which to bring proceedings. All relevant disclo-
sures in respect of this case are publicly available through New York District Court website 
www.nysd.uscourts.gov.

BOI:

BOI have informed me that in its published financial reports, shareholder circulars and 
prospectuses, which are all available on the Bank of Ireland website, Bank of Ireland provides 
appropriate disclosures concerning material litigation related issues.

IBRC:

IBRC have informed me of the following cases and details:
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Proceedings Date 
Commenced

Plaintiff/ 
Applicants

Defendant/ 
Respondent

Jurisdiction

Assenagon As-
set 
Manage-
ment v IBRC 
2012/2264; 
HC11C01320

15 April 2011 Assenagon asset 
Management SA

IBRC England & 
Wales

Enid 
Investment 
Corporation 
v IBRC 
2012/2989; 
HC12B03156

3 Aug 2011 Enid Investment 
Corporation

IBRC England & 
Wales

Fir Tree Capital 
Opportunity 
Master Fund 
LP and Fir Tree 
Value 
Master Fund 
LP v Anglo 
Irish Bank 
Corporation 
Limited  
(formerly 
Anglo Irish 
Bank 
Corporation Plc) 
Civil Action 
No.11/CV/0955

9 March 2011 Fir Tree Capital 
Opportunity 
Master Fund 
LP and Fir Tree 
Value Master 
Fund LP

IBRC United States 
District Court 
– Southern 
District of New 
York. United 
States Court of 
Appeal for the 
Second Circuit.

12/02/2013WRG02250IBRC Liquidation

12/02/2013WRG02300239. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the State annu-
ally of continuing to pay interest on the subordinated Anglo bonds held by Fir Tree Capital. 
[7154/13]

12/02/2013WRG02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, on 5 Feb-
ruary 2013 the Oireachtas passed legislation (Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013), 
appointing joint Special Liquidators to IBRC with immediate effect to wind up its business 
and operations.  At this early stage of the special liquidation Special Liquidators are engaged in 
intensive processes which involve inter alia, asserting control over the businesses, processes, 
systems and personnel of IBRC.  It is important that focus is placed on assessing, reorganising 
and restructuring the day–to-day activities of the Bank to meet the primary objective of ensur-
ing the purpose of the special liquidation is achieved, as this is key to ensuring that value is 
extracted from the liquidation. 

As such the Bank is not in a position to provide the information requested by the Deputy.

I thank the Deputy for his understanding in what is a crucial phase in the liquidation. 
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12/02/2013WRG02450Property Taxation Collection

12/02/2013WRG02500240. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance his views on a report carried 
out by the ESRI for the Interdepartmental Expert Group on Property Tax dated April 2012, in 
particular in relation to the section dealing with waivers (details supplied); if he will consider 
the introduction of different categories of waivers for people on lower incomes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7155/13]

12/02/2013WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The ESRI report mentioned by the Dep-
uty was commissioned by the Interdepartmental Expert Group on Property Tax (the “Thornhill 
Group”) and was charged with analysing a residential property tax which would yield specified 
annual revenue yields.  The report notes that increasing the income thresholds will have an im-
pact on the rate of property tax that will be applied.  As the income threshold increases the rate 
will also be required to increase to achieve the same revenue yields.

The Thornhill Group, in its approach to exemptions, considered that the local property tax 
should be centred on the principles of equity, transparency and simplicity.  In terms of these 
principles, it was also considered that a universal liability should apply to all owners of residen-
tial property with a limited number of exemptions.  The Group considered that waivers were 
an inefficient and costly method of targeting reliefs, whereas voluntary deferrals can be used to 
address cases where there is an inability to pay.

The Government agreed with the Thornhill Group’s recommendations that exemptions 
should be limited and voluntary deferrals were more appropriate for addressing issues of inabil-
ity to pay.  Part 12 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 sets out provisions for deferral 
of the local property tax charge.  The deferral of the charge is granted under specific conditions.  
Where the residential property is the sole or main residence of a liable person and her, his or 
their estimated gross income from all sources does not exceed €15,000 for a single person or 
€25,000 for a couple during the year covered by the return, she/he/they will be eligible to apply 
for full deferral of the LPT charge.  

In addition, for income stressed owner-occupiers who have an outstanding mortgage, an 
adjusted gross income limit will apply.  In these cases, the income thresholds of €15,000 or 
€25,000 may be increased by 80% of the annual mortgage interest payments.  This type of de-
ferral is available until the end of 2017.

Moreover, owner-occupiers may be eligible to apply for partial deferral where the gross in-
come from all sources is less than €25,000 in the case of a single person and €35,000 in the case 
of a couple.  For income stressed owner-occupiers who have an outstanding mortgage, these 
thresholds may also be increased by 80% of the annual mortgage interest payments.  In these 
cases the owner-occupier will qualify for deferrals of 50% of the LPT liability and the balance 
of 50% of the tax must be paid.

In recommending the income thresholds the Thornhill Group had regard to the analysis 
from the ESRI report.  An income level of €25,000 for joint and co-owners/spouses/civil part-
ners/cohabitees was recommended in order to enable most households in the lowest 40% of 
income levels to have the option of deferral.  This is considered appropriate, having regard to 
the findings in the ESRI study regarding potential impacts on households and having regard to 
the need for balance and equity in terms of the burden thereby imposed on those with higher 
(but still average or below average) incomes. 

The income level of €15,000 for a single person is derived by applying an “equivalence” 
scale used by the ESRI.  That scale is broadly reflected in social welfare payment rates i.e. for 
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any given payment type, such as Jobseeker’s Allowance or State Pension, the payment rate for 
a couple is broadly 166% that of a single person and is widely accepted internationally.

The Government accepted the income thresholds for a full deferral recommended by the 
Thornhill Group, and adapted the income thresholds for a partial deferral so that they are 
€10,000 rather than €5,000 above the thresholds for a full deferral. 

I do not plan to introduce different categories of waivers for people on lower incomes.

12/02/2013WRG02650NAMA Legal Fees

12/02/2013WRG02700241. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance  the legal costs incurred by the 
National Asset Management Agency in its case in the High Court and Supreme Court in 2010 
and 2011 against a person (details supplied) and which concluded at the Supreme Court in April 
2011. [7203/13]

12/02/2013WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The case referred to was taken by the 
person against NAMA, Ireland and the Attorney General.  I am advised by NAMA that, as costs 
in this case have not been agreed or taxed at this point, the information sought by the Deputy is 
not currently available.

12/02/2013WRG02850Promissory Note Negotiations

12/02/2013WRG02900242. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the person or persons respon-
sible for ongoing negotiations with the troika, particularly the European Central Bank in respect 
of the future of the promissory notes.  [7204/13]

12/02/2013WRG03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, this Govern-
ment reached a conclusion to its discussions with the European Central Bank last week that 
delivered on our commitment to put in place a fairer and more sustainable arrangement on the 
IBRC Promissory Notes.  Last week also saw the remnants of Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Na-
tionwide removed from the financial and political landscape.  Officials within my department, 
the NTMA and the Central Bank of Ireland have been involved in these negotiations on Ire-
land’s behalf.  The Deputy will appreciate that it is not appropriate to disclose individual details 
of those involved in this work.  I wish to reiterate what was said by An Taoiseach by thanking 
all the officials for bringing these discussions to a successful conclusion.

12/02/2013WRG03050Insurance Compensation Fund

12/02/2013WRG03100243. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the esti-
mate of payments to the Insurance Compensation Fund in 2013; and if he will provide the total 
amount due from the ICF to the State at the end of January 2013. [7209/13]

12/02/2013WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Insurance Compensation Fund 
(ICF) operates under the Insurance Act 1964.  Its purpose is to protect policy holders in the 
event of their insurer becoming insolvent. It is an industry financed fund.  However because the 
scheme is not pre-funded, the Act provides for the Exchequer to advance monies on the recom-
mendation of the Central Bank in circumstances where insufficient funds have been generated 
by an industry levy to cover a large demand.  Under the Insurance Act 1964 the responsibility 
for deciding whether the ICF has sufficient funds available to it to at any particular time is a 
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matter for the Central Bank.  Where in the Bank’s opinion the state of the Fund is such that 
financial support should be provided for it, it determines an appropriate contribution to be paid 
to it by each insurer calculated as a percentage, not exceeding 2% of the aggregate of the gross 
premiums paid to that insurer in respect of policies issued in respect of risks in the State.  On the 
basis of its assessment of the Fund the Central Bank concluded that a levy should be applied to 
industry with effect from 1 January 2012 under section 6 of the Insurance Act 1964.  

I estimate that in the region of €337m will be paid into the ICF in 2013 made up of a total 
advance of €272m from the Exchequer plus €65m from the ICF levy. 

At the end of December 2012 the total amount due from the ICF to the State was €762m.  
There was an additional advance in January 2013 of €154m which brings the total amount out-
standing at the end of January 2013 to €916m.  This information is set out in the table below. 

It should be noted that I would expect the ICF to be in a position to start repaying the State 
from about 2015. Based on information currently available it is estimated that it will take in the 
region of 12 to 15 years from the commencement of repayment for the Exchequer to recover 
its advances in full.

Finally, you should be aware that the interest rate that applies to the advances is 250bp over 
the 6 month Euribor rate. 

Year Advance Interest due*
2011 €280m €1.84m
2012 €455m €25.20m
2013 to date €154m -
Total Amount due at the End 
of January 2013

€916.04m  -

* There will be interest due on the amount outstanding at the end of 2013.

12/02/2013WRG03250Property Taxation Collection

12/02/2013WRG03300244. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Longford, will be liable for property tax in July on a house which is new, unoccupied 
and for sale for the last four years and still has some work outstanding on it and which by July 
will form part of a discretionary trust for his son and daughter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7230/13]

12/02/2013WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that it would not be appropriate to give a definitive reply based on the information sup-
plied by the Deputy.  The following may be helpful by way of general information.  A liability 
for LPT will arise where a person owns a residential property which is in use or is suitable for 
use as a dwelling on the liability date, which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 2013.  Properties 
held in discretionary trusts are not exempt from the LPT per se, and in such cases the trustees 
are liable to pay the tax.  However, the following exemptions from Local Property Tax (LPT) 
apply, whether the properties are held in a discretionary trust or otherwise: Residential proper-
ties constructed by a builder or developer that remain unsold and have not been used as dwell-
ings previously, New and previously unused properties that are purchased from a builder or de-
veloper between 1 January 2013 and 31 October 2016, Properties purchased by first time buyers 
between 1 January 2013 and 31 December 2013, once they are occupied by them as their sole 
or main residence, Properties in unfinished housing estates (commonly called “ghost estates”) 
specified by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.
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The Local Property Tax is a self-assessed tax and I am advised that if a property is not in use 
or is not suitable for use as a dwelling, the liable person is obliged to notify the Revenue Com-
missioners as soon as possible after they receive their LPT return, outlining why they consider a 
charge to LPT does not arise on the property and including relevant supporting documentation.

12/02/2013WRG03450Tax Code

12/02/2013WRG03500245. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer of 
allowing tax relief at the marginal rate in respect of income protection policies. [7354/13]

12/02/2013WRG03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 471 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides relief in respect of premiums paid to a bona fide permanent health benefit 
scheme.  The relief is confined to an amount not exceeding 10 per cent of the individual’s total 
income for any tax year.  Where the premium is paid by an individual’s employer and is taxed 
on the individual as a perquisite, the premium is treated as having been paid by the employee 
and qualifies for relief.  The relief is given as a deduction from total income.  Tax relief is, 
therefore, effectively allowed at the taxpayer’s marginal tax rate.  While part of the cost of 
contributions to permanent health benefit schemes is not identifiable as a result of a move to 
a “net pay” basis of contributions by PAYE taxpayers from 6 April 2001, I am advised by the 
Revenue Commissioners that the identifiable cost to the Exchequer for the income tax year 
2010, the most recent year for which the necessary detailed historical information is available, 
is estimated at €3.9 million. 

12/02/2013WRG03650Tax Reliefs Availability

12/02/2013WRG03700246. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail all tax reliefs 
currently available to taxpayers at their marginal rate of tax.  [7355/13]

12/02/2013WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The tax reliefs set out below are avail-
able for relief against calculated taxable income at the taxpayer’s marginal rate.  The Deputy 
should note that there are certain other exemptions, such as the artist’s exemption, which pro-
vide that the relevant income does not come into charge at all.  The Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 provides that the following may give rise to relief at the taxpayer’s marginal rate:

- Expenses wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred in the performance of the duties of 
an office or employment – claims made under section 114;

- Interest relief in respect of loans taken prior to 7 December 2010 to purchase an interest in 
a company – claims made under section 248;

- Rented residential relief – also known as ‘section 23 type relief’ – eligible expenditure is 
treated as a deduction in computing rental profits – section 372AP;

- Losses incurred in a trade or profession (Case I and II) and losses in property letting (Case 
V) – claims made under sections 381 to 390 inclusive;

- Allowance for an employed person taking care of an incapacitated individual – claim made 
under section 467;

- Health expenses in respect of expenditure incurred in respect of nursing home expenses 
(all other expenses are allowed at the standard rate) – claim made under section 469;
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- Permanent Health Benefit premiums paid in respect of an approved policy – relief granted 
under section 471;

- Revenue job assist for long-term unemployed taking up employment – relief allowed un-
der section 472A;

- Seafarer’s allowance – allowance granted under section 472B;

- Relief for investment in films – relief allowed under section 481;

- Relief for expenditure on significant buildings and gardens – deduction allowed under 
section 482;

- Relief for certain gifts made to the Minister for Finance – relief allowed under section 483;

- Carry forward of excess reliefs of high earners – relief carried forward under section 485F;

- Relief for lessors of certain farmland – entitlement to deduction under section 664;

- Carbon tax on farm diesel – additional deduction for increase in rate of carbon tax on farm 
diesel from 1 May 2012 – section 664A;

- Stock relief for farmers – at rates ranging from 25% to 100% of the increase in stock value 
in an accounting period – sections 666, 667B and 667C – (subject to EU approval/ Ministerial 
Commencement Orders);

- Deeds of covenant in favour of permanently incapacitated individuals – relief allowed 
under section 792;

- Foreign Earnings Deduction (FED) for income earned in certain foreign states (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China or South Africa) – deduction allowed under section 823A;

- Relief allowed under the Special Assignment Relief Program (SARP) – relief allowed 
under section 825B;

- Donations to certain sports bodies by self assessed taxpayers – relief allowed under section 
847A

- Donations to charities and other approved bodies by self assessed taxpayers– relief al-
lowed under section 848A and Schedule 26A (it is proposed in the forthcoming Finance Bill to 
remove this deduction and to give relief to charities directly in respect of donations made after 
1 January 2013);

- Relief for maintenance in case of separated spouses, or civil partners living apart – relief 
allowed under either section 1025 or section 1031J;

- Capital allowances in relation to industrial buildings and plant and machinery are available 
as deductions in taxing trading income and rental income. 

- Relief for Investment in Corporate Trades, Employment and Investment Incentive Schemes, 
and Seed Capital Schemes  – relief granted under Part 16; and

- Relief for contributions to retirement benefits schemes and personal pensions (subject to 
certain maxima) – granted under Part 30.

It should be noted that some of these reliefs are subject to restrictions.  For example, Case 
V losses can only be set against Case V profits.  Moreover, it should be noted that virtually all 
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incentive reliefs are subject to the high earners’ restriction provided for in section 485C.  The 
aim of this relief is to ensure that high earners who are subject to the restriction in full can only 
use so much of these reliefs in any one year as will leave them with an effective tax rate of 30%.  
Any relief not used in a year can be carried forward to future years.

Relief in respect of any claim by a taxpayer, where relief may be allowed at the marginal 
rate, is only allowed at that marginal rate where the taxpayer is otherwise paying tax at that rate.

12/02/2013WRG03850Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRG03900247. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance the cost incurred by his Department 
for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7388/13]

12/02/2013WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department only deals with legis-
lative, policy and budgetary matters for citizens in general. We have no role in assessing the 
means of actual individual citizens.  From time to time my Department carries out theoretical 
exercises on the effect of proposed tax changes on theoretical individuals in certain income 
groups, however this does not entail an assessment of individual means. 

12/02/2013WRG04050School Transport Eligibility

12/02/2013WRG04100248. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for the school transport scheme in respect of persons and a school (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork. [7048/13]

12/02/2013WRG04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs, children are eligible for transport where they: have special educational needs 
arising from a diagnosed disability in accordance with the designation of high and low inci-
dence disability set out in Department of Education and Skill’s (DES) Circular 02/05 and are 
attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class/special school or a unit, that 
is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs.  

Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Edu-
cation (NCSE) through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs).  The 
NCSE has responsibility, through its network of SENO’s, for the establishment of special edu-
cation facilities and for allocating resource teachers and special needs assistants to schools to 
support children with special educational needs.  

The pupils referred to are not eligible for school transport as they are not attending their 
nearest recognised school that is or can be resourced to meet their special educational needs.

12/02/2013WRG04250FÁS Training Programmes

12/02/2013WRG04300249. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
contracted training companies employed by FÁS that have payments due to them for courses 
delivered now being withheld or retained by FÁS; if the amount of money involved in each case 
will be listed with an indication as to how long the amount is being withheld; if he will state the 
way these amounts are accounted for in the annual returns of FÁS; if the State’s prompt pay-
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ment policy is being breached; if legal fees have been incurred relative to this issue; if there is 
a special unit appointed to resolve the issues with the companies involved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7246/13]

12/02/2013WRG04400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Outside of normal processing of retention claims, currently there are no payments outstanding 
to contractors.  At the end of January 2013, there are 101 Contracted Training Companies that 
have amounts retained by FÁS in accordance with contractual obligations in relation to 2011, 
2012 and 2013.  The value of such retentions is €3.120m.  This amount is accrued in the books 
of FÁS in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, i.e. prudence concept 
even though no liability arises until all contractual commitments are met.

There is no breach of prompt payment legislation in relation to such retentions as contrac-
tors must complete certain contractual commitments before such amounts become payable and 
are then authorised for release.  There are High Court proceedings currently being taken against 
FÁS by a contracted trainer in respect of course retention fees allegedly owed.  In light of this, 
it would not be appropriate for me to say anything further on this matter.  

There is no special unit in FÁS responsible for resolving issues in relation to retentions.  The 
management of retention release is a normal part of the contract process and is dealt with on a 
contract by contract basis by the FÁS Training Centre that issued the contract.  There is a unit 
in FÁS that is responsible for Contracted Training policy and this unit may assist in the resolu-
tion of issues that Contractors may have subject to contractual commitments and legal advice 
if necessary.

12/02/2013WRH00150Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRH00200250. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will issue a 
student grant as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6585/13]

12/02/2013WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 25 January, 2013. 

12/02/2013WRH00350Pupil-Teacher Ratio

12/02/2013WRH00400251. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
posts cut from two, three and four teacher primary schools in the 2012/13 academic year due to 
the increase in pupil requirement thresholds as announced in Budget 2012; if he will state the 
total monetary savings achieved by this measure in 2012 and the anticipated savings for 2013; 
the number of posts that are anticipated to be cut in the 2013/14 academic year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6593/13]

12/02/2013WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Seventy-three small primary 
schools were originally due to lose a classroom teacher in September 2012 as a result of the 
budget measure to increase the relevant pupil thresholds. The affected schools were given the 
right of appeal to the Primary Staffing Appeal Board in the event that they could show that their 
projected enrolments for September 2012 were sufficient to allow them retain their classroom 
teacher over the longer term. 63 of these schools submitted an appeal. 20 were refused, 43 were 
provisionally upheld of which 14 subsequently lost their posts as projected enrolment did not 
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materialise. The saving achieved in the current school year was of the order of €2.6m, including 
employer PRSI.

The allocation process for the 2013/14 school year is currently underway in my Department 
and the staffing arrangements, including the appeals process, for primary schools will be pub-
lished on the Department website shortly. The final staffing position for all schools will not be 
known until later in the year when the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals 
to the Staffing Appeal Board will have been considered.

In these extremely challenging times, all public servants are being asked to deliver our 
public services on a reduced level of resources and teachers in small schools cannot be immune 
from this requirement.

12/02/2013WRH00550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRH00600252. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal for 
a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be successful; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6599/13]

12/02/2013WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills  (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student in 
question was considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board on 15 January 2013. 
I understand that the appeal was unsuccessful as the Appeals Board upheld the decision of the 
appeals officer and the awarding authority.

The student was notified of the outcome on 17 January 2013.

12/02/2013WRH00750Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRH00800253. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a Student Universal Support Ireland grant application in respect of persons (details 
supplied) in County Cork in view of the fact that all relevant documentation has been submit-
ted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6610/13]

12/02/2013WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI that the students in question have been awarded grants.  An award 
letter issued to the first named student on 11 January 2013 and to the second named student on 
20 December 2012.

12/02/2013WRH00950Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRH01000254. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a student 
(details supplied) in County Mayo may expect to have their higher education grant processed 
and paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6649/13]

12/02/2013WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI) has confirmed that it received the necessary supporting information for the stu-
dent’s college on 11 February 2013 to enable payment of his grant.

My Officials understand from SUSI that payment will be made to the student within two 
weeks.
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12/02/2013WRH01150State Examinations Issues

12/02/2013WRH01200255. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will advise 
as to the reason a reader has been refused in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6W; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6668/13]

12/02/2013WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of the above, I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRH01350Departmental Agencies Issues

12/02/2013WRH01400256. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
the amalgamation of FÁS, the Higher Education and Training Awards Council and the Further 
Education and Training Awards Council to create SOLAS to be finalised; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6675/13]

12/02/2013WRH01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The passing of the primary legislation is required for the establishment of SOLAS. The Further 
Education and Training Bill, 2013 was published in January this year. The Bill, among other 
things, provides for the establishment of SOLAS, the dissolution of FÁS and the transfer over 
time of the FÁS training division to the Education and Training Boards that will be established 
following the enactment of the Education and Training Boards Bill, 2012.

The timing for establishment of the new authority is dependent on the enactment and entry 
into force of this legislation. The Second Stage of the SOLAS Bill in the Dáil is scheduled to 
commence on 28 February 2013.  As part of wider educational reform the Higher Education 
and Training Awards Council and the Further Education and Training Awards Council, together 
with the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland and the Irish Universities Quality Board, 
were amalgamated in November 2012 into Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI). 

12/02/2013WRH01550Irish Language Issues

12/02/2013WRH01600257. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that the Irish language will be recognised by all colleges for entry into courses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6678/13]

12/02/2013WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills  (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The entry requirements for 
admission to courses in higher education institutions are determined by the institutions them-
selves which are legally autonomous and academically independent. I have no function there-
fore in setting admissions criteria.

I understand that the National University of Ireland generally requires applicants, who were 
born and who had all their education in the Republic of Ireland, to present a Grade D in Irish 
at Ordinary Level in the Leaving Certificate for entry to courses in its constituent universities 
(UCC, UCD, NUIG and NUIM) and its recognised colleges.  The University of Limerick also 
has such a requirement. Applicants to Dublin City University and the Institutes of Technology 
generally require a Grade D at Ordinary Level in either English or Irish to meet minimum entry 
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requirements.

The Colleges of Education, the teacher training colleges, require a Grade C at Higher Level 
in Irish.

12/02/2013WRH01750Schools Building Projects Status

12/02/2013WRH01800258. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
confirm a date on which construction will begin on a permanent school building (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 7. [6683/13]

12/02/2013WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major school building 
project referred to by the Deputy, is currently at an early stage of Architectural Planning. The 
Design Team for this project was appointed in October 2012.

The project is included on the five year Capital Investment programme, announced in March 
2012, to progress to Construction in 2014/15.

12/02/2013WRH01950Erection of Memorial Plaque

12/02/2013WRH02000259. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is his 
intention to proceed with a plan to build a memorial to the victims of child abuse in the Garden 
of Remembrance, Parnell Square, Dublin. [6684/13]

12/02/2013WRH02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Together with the Minister of 
State for the Office of Public Works, Brian Hayes TD, I announced that the Journey of Light, 
by Studio Negri and Hennessy & Associates was the winner of the competition held to provide 
a Memorial to the victims of institutional abuse last July.  This memorial was one of the recom-
mendations in the Report of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, which were unani-
mously accepted and supported by Dáil Éireann.

The Office of Public Works who are managing the project, have lodged a planning applica-
tion with Dublin City Council, to erect the Memorial at the Garden of Remembrance.   I under-
stand that further information on the proposal has been sought and that a number of objections 
have been received.  I also understand that the City Council passed a resolution calling for the 
site to be included in the Record of Protected Structures in the Dublin City Development Plan.

I will await the decision of Dublin City Council in relation to the proposal.

12/02/2013WRH02150Schools Building Projects Status

12/02/2013WRH02200260. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school extension project in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6685/13]

12/02/2013WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning. My De-
partment has received the Stage 1 report from the Board of Management and their Design Team 
and it is currently under review.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
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prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 
five year construction programme announced earlier this year.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to my 
Department in future years. The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be con-
sidered for progression in this context.

12/02/2013WRH02350Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Establishment

12/02/2013WRH02400261. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the Statutory Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6749/13]

12/02/2013WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
arrangements to establish the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund are being pursued and I 
intend to appoint the members to the Board shortly. The process to recruit a Chief Executive Of-
ficer (Designate) is underway and I look forward to the early appointment of a suitably qualified 
individual, whose responsibilities will include driving the various elements of the establishment 
process.

12/02/2013WRH02550Departmental Reports

12/02/2013WRH02600262. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the value for 
money report on small schools will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6750/13]

12/02/2013WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The value for money review 
of small primary school provision is at an advanced stage of preparation. I expect to publish the 
review and I look forward to debating its findings at that stage.

12/02/2013WRH02750Schools Recognition

12/02/2013WRH02800263. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
update on the status of a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6808/13]

12/02/2013WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, a pro-
cess is underway in relation to the request for permanent recognition from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.  This process is based on nine undertakings committed to by the school’s Patron 
in 2007 in accordance with the requirements of the Education Act 1998 and the Rules for Na-
tional Schools.    Officials from my Department met with the school concerned in September 
last to discuss the school’s current position in relation to the undertakings and with a view to 
enabling the school to meet the permanent  recognition criteria as soon as possible. In that 
regard, my Department has since confirmed to the school that its provisional recognition has 
been extended for three years to 31 August 2015. This extension will allow the school the time 
necessary to progress the implementation of the changes in practice required to comply with the 
undertakings committed to by the school. This extension of the school’s provisional recognition 
will also not impede the school being granted permanent recognition within that period if the 
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criteria for recognition are satisfactorily met.

12/02/2013WRH02950Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRH03000264. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details sup-
plied) in County Clare may be facilitated with a third level grant. [6810/13]

12/02/2013WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s appli-
cation it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.

I understand that the student in question appealed the decision of Student Universal Support 
Ireland in relation to this matter and the appeals officer upheld the original decision.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

12/02/2013WRH03150Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRH03200265. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for student grant. 
[6819/13]

12/02/2013WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 7 February 2013, a request for 
further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the requested 
documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

12/02/2013WRH03350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRH03400266. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the circumstances outlined by a person in relation to their student grant appeal 
(details supplied) in County Sligo; if he will have it processed as a matter of urgency; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6846/13]

12/02/2013WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s appli-
cation it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, he/
she may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI).  I understand that, to date, no appeal from the applicant has been received.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.
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12/02/2013WRH03550School Enrolments

12/02/2013WRH03600267. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is 
taking to address the growing demand for primary school start places in County Meath in view 
of the fact that recent reports that the demand outstrips availability; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6847/13]

12/02/2013WRH03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Three new primary schools 
have opened in the last few years in County Meath to meet increased pupil numbers in the area 
and many existing schools in the County have had their intake capacity expanded. The Forward 
Planning Section of my Department will continue to monitor enrolments in County Meath to 
ensure that there is sufficient school accommodation to meet any projected future demands.

12/02/2013WRH03750School Enrolments

12/02/2013WRH03800268. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a Catholic 
school is allowed to refuse a non-Catholic child who lives in the parish a place in their school; 
and if so, his views on whether this contravenes enrolment policies, which must be non-dis-
criminatory, and the principles of equality.  [6852/13]

12/02/2013WRH03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of enrolment in 
individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of those schools. My Depart-
ment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all 
pupils seeking places.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of schools to implement an enrolment 
policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998. In this regard a Board of Management may 
find it necessary to restrict enrolment to children from a particular area or a particular age group 
or, occasionally, on the basis of some other criterion. The criteria to be applied by schools in 
such circumstances are a matter for the schools themselves. This selection process and the en-
rolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in 
respect of all applicants.

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality 
and the rights of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.

Equality legislation, which also outlaws discrimination in relation to the admission of a stu-
dent, makes provision for exemptions to apply in the case of single sex schools and in the case 
of schools where the objective is to provide education in an environment that promotes certain 
religious values. The legislation provides that any school that has this objective may admit a 
student of a particular religious denomination in preference to other students.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student. Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of 
their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the rel-
evant Vocational Educational Committee or to the Secretary General of my Department.

The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The Board 
can be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green 
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Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

The Deputy will be aware that in 2011, I launched a discussion paper on school enrolment. 
The “Discussion Paper on a Regulatory Framework for School Enrolment” contains sugges-
tions on how to make the process of enrolling in schools more open, equitable and consistent 
and is available on the Department website.

I invited education partners and interested parties to submit their views to my Department 
by 28 October 2011. The feedback from this consultation will help inform the nature and scope 
of a new regulatory framework for school enrolment. I intend to bring these proposals to Gov-
ernment in due course.

12/02/2013WRH03950Schools Building Projects Status

12/02/2013WRH04000269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date in the provision of a new school facility at Ardclough, County Kildare; the de-
velopmental procedures concluded or pending; when it is expected that all procedures will be 
finalised with a view to conclusion of the project in readiness for occupation; the projected date 
in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6881/13]

12/02/2013WRH04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project is at an advanced 
stage of the tender process. The tender report was recently submitted to my Department for 
review.  Subject to no issues arising, it is anticipated that work will commence on site later this 
year and will be completed in quarter 2.

12/02/2013WRH04150Site Acquisitions

12/02/2013WRH04200270. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the site pur-
chase for a school (details supplied) in County Galway is expected to go through; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6890/13]

12/02/2013WRH04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has been advised, by the CSSO, that the proposed site acquisition for the 
school to which he has referred is expected to be completed during the first quarter of 2013.  
Due to commercial sensitivities attaching to site acquisitions generally, it is not possible to 
comment further on the site acquisition at this time.

12/02/2013WRH04350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRH04400271. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level 
of grant awarded by Student Universal Support Ireland to a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway following an appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6896/13]

12/02/2013WRH04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has, on appeal, been awarded a grant at the 100% standard non-adjacent rate of maintenance 
and fees.  The award letter issued to the student on 7 February 2013.
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12/02/2013WRH04550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRH04600272. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision on a Student Universal Support Ireland appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6900/13]

12/02/2013WRH04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the application from the 
student referred to by the Deputy is currently under appeal. SUSI aims to issue determinations 
on appeals as promptly as possible and within the 30 day timeframe defined in the Student Sup-
port Act, 2011.

12/02/2013WRJ00150School Transport Provision

12/02/2013WRJ00200273. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he intends review-
ing the school transport system following last year’s complications when siblings are trans-
ported to different schools and where children are walking up to two miles to get the bus while 
a bus to another school passes their home. [6925/13]

12/02/2013WRJ00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I take it that the Deputy is referring to post primary school transport provision.

The Deputy will be aware from previous correspondence with my Office that the changes 
introduced will result in a more efficient and cost effective scheme, particularly when the five 
year transitional transport arrangements have been completed.

While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, 
eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school, having regard for ethos and language.

At a time when this country is experiencing serious financial difficulties I regret that I can-
not reverse the changes to post primary school transport.

12/02/2013WRJ00350Higher Education Institutions Issues

12/02/2013WRJ00400274. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
(details supplied) regarding the Springboard Innovation Academy Business Hub; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6926/13]

12/02/2013WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I would like to thank the 
Deputy for the information provided in relation to the proposed Springboard Innovation Acad-
emy Business Hub.

Higher education institutions have an important role to play in developing Ireland’s innova-
tive capacity, and supporting the development of new ideas and products. Over the last numbers 
of years, institutions have developed specific programmes in innovation and entrepreneurship 
and, with support from Enterprise Ireland, a network of innovation centres and technology 
transfer offices has been established across the higher education sector. These centres and of-
fices provide expert advice, business supports, tailored facilities and access to businesses and 
investors. The continuation and further development of these facilities and supports is an im-
portant element in our pursuit of a knowledge-based economy.
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12/02/2013WRJ00550State Examinations Issues

12/02/2013WRJ00600275. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the payment 
his Department receives from the private companies who reprint, for sale, the junior and leaving 
certificate exam papers. [6937/13]

12/02/2013WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of the above, I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to you.

12/02/2013WRJ00750Schools Building Projects Status

12/02/2013WRJ00800276. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a progress report on the efforts of a school (details supplied) in County Galway to secure 
funding for a new school building in Ornamore [7010/13]

12/02/2013WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The process of acquiring a 
site for the new school building for the school, to which the Deputy refers, is at an advanced 
stage. It is intended that the school project concerned, which is included on the Five Year Capi-
tal Investment programme announced in March 2012, will progress to construction in 2015/16.

12/02/2013WRJ00950Schools Building Projects Status

12/02/2013WRJ01000277. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he re-
ceived an application in respect of a new building for a school (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and the stage at which the application is currently at; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7013/13]

12/02/2013WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project referred 
to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.

The Design Team are currently working on the completion of Stage 2b of the project which 
includes Planning Permission, Fire Certification and the Disability Access Certificate. Planning 
permission was recently granted by the Local Authority.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 
five year construction programme announced last March.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme continue to be progressed to 
final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to my 
Department in future years. The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be con-
sidered for further progression in that context.
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12/02/2013WRJ01150Student Grant Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRJ01200278. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a special rate 
of maintenance grant, top up grant, will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry [7018/13]

12/02/2013WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy was awarded a postgraduate fee contribution for the 2012/13 academic year in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions of the student grant scheme as they refer to her particu-
lar circumstances.

Maintenance support is not available for students entering postgraduate courses in the aca-
demic year 2012/13 and, to qualify for tuition fees up to the maximum fee limit students must 
be in receipt of a specified qualifying State payment.

I understand that the student in question is not in receipt of such a payment.

I also understand that the student appealed the decision on her grant to SUSI who upheld it 
original decision and this was communicated to the student by letter dated 31st January, 2013.

Where an applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the 
view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlin-
ing the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grants Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

12/02/2013WRJ01350Land Acquisition

12/02/2013WRJ01400279. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agreed land prices 
per hectare for lands purchased for schools in the Munster area, on a county basis, over the past 
five years. [7021/13]

12/02/2013WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not readily available in the format requested by the Deputy.  However, I will for-
ward on information to the Deputy at an early date.  In the meantime, the Deputy will wish to 
be aware that land prices can vary considerably according to location.  Furthermore, specific 
features such as location of services, topography or proximity to other facilities, e.g. sports fa-
cilities, may impact on the price of a particular site.

In addition, given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions and the 
need to avoid undermining my Department’s negotiating position in a number of ongoing ne-
gotiations with landowners, where my officials are striving to achieve best value for money in 
relation to land acquisitions, I will not be in a position to provide all the information the Deputy 
has requested.

12/02/2013WRJ01550Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ01600280. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will issue regarding an application for student grants in respect of persons (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7030/13]

12/02/2013WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills  (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
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have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the application from the first named 
student is being reviewed and SUSI will notify the student directly of the outcome as soon as 
possible.

I understand that the second named student has been awarded a grant and an award letter 
issued on 7th February, 2013.

12/02/2013WRJ01750Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ01800281. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a review of 
a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will be as-
sessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7053/13]

12/02/2013WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 18th January, 2013.

12/02/2013WRJ01950Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRJ02000282. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review a 
student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will ensure 
that this appeal is processed at the earliest possible date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7084/13]

12/02/2013WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the application from the student in 
question is under review.

On 11 January 2013, a request for further documentation was issued to the student. When 
the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome. 

12/02/2013WRJ02150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

12/02/2013WRJ02200283. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions that 
are in place for the adjudicating of grant applications for independent students, aged under 23 
years (details supplied); his views on the matter regarding proof of estrangement from parents’ 
such students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7094/13]

12/02/2013WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills  (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In recognition of the fact that 
a student under 23 years of age can be estranged from his/her parents, it is possible under the 
student grant scheme, as an exceptional measure, for such a candidate to be assessed without 
reference to his/her parents/guardians income or address.

However, compelling independent evidence of estrangement must be provided to the grant 
awarding authority to enable this. The type of independent evidence includes a letter from a 
social worker or other appropriate officer of the Health Service Executive explaining the cir-
cumstances of the estrangement. Confirmation that a candidate is living separately from his/her 
parents/guardians is not sufficient.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
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she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board.

12/02/2013WRJ02350Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ02400284. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue in relation to a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7107/13]

12/02/2013WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), that supporting documentation 
requested from the student referred to by the Deputy on 13th December, 2012 is still outstand-
ing.

SUSI is currently contacting all applicants where documentation is outstanding - in the 
majority of cases, for more than six weeks - to provide a final opportunity to submit the docu-
mentation so that the applications for 2012/2013 can be closed out before the end of February.  
Support for students to complete their applications has been put in place.

A letter in this regard issued to the student in question on 7th February 2013.

12/02/2013WRJ02550Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ02600285. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant will be awarded in respect of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7108/13]

12/02/2013WRJ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 8th February 2013.

12/02/2013WRJ02750Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ02800286. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the reasons for the delay in processing a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; if he will confirm that the person concerned will be considered an independent 
applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7113/13]

12/02/2013WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been assessed as an independent applicant and has been awarded a grant.  The grant 
award letter issued on 6th February. 
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12/02/2013WRJ02950Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ03000287. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the provision of information for applicants for third level grants when no independent 
evidence can be provided in relation to their place of residence during relevant periods of time; 
if a sworn affidavit will be adequate in these cases where no other independent documentation 
exist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7125/13]

12/02/2013WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In considering whether a 
student meets the conditions to be assessed independently of his or her parents, grant awarding 
authorities are obliged to satisfy themselves beyond doubt that an acceptable degree of proof of 
independent living in the relevant period has been submitted by the grant applicant

In exceptional circumstances, where it is not possible to produce such proofs of residence 
for demonstrable reasons, the awarding body may, at its discretion, agree to accept other docu-
mentary evidence that provides an acceptable degree of proof of independent living.  For exam-
ple, while an affidavit, if accompanied by other supporting documentation, may be considered 
as evidence of independent living, an affidavit in isolation is not considered acceptable as sole 
proof of residency. Individual circumstances should be discussed by an applicant with the grant 
awarding authority.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to their awarding body.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by their awarding 
body, and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, 
an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent 
Student Grant Appeals Board.

12/02/2013WRJ03150Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ03200288. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a determina-
tion will be made in regard to a grant application for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7143/13]

12/02/2013WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 1st February 2013, a request for 
further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the requested 
documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

12/02/2013WRJ03350Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRJ03400289. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the per-
centage of student grant applications refused in 2012/2013; the percentage rate of refusal over 
the past four years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7156/13]

12/02/2013WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from data sup-
plied by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that of the new student grant applications 
processed to date to completion, some 23% were refused in respect of the 2012/13 academic 
year.
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A survey completed by the 66 grant awarding authorities (33 local authorities and 33 VECs) 
in January each year provides details in relation to processing of grant applications as at the 
third week in January. Data compiled from this survey shows that of new applications processed 
to completion at that time in each of the previous four academic years some 17% were refused 
in 2011/12, some 20% in 2010/11, some 15% in 2009/10 and some 15% in 2008/09. This data 
has been compiled from data supplied to my Department by the 66 grant awarding authorities.

It should be noted that the data supplied by SUSI in relation to new applications in the 
2012/13 academic year is not directly comparable as the SUSI data is at a more advanced time 
in the academic year.

12/02/2013WRJ03550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

12/02/2013WRJ03600290. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the 
education of children with autism; if he intends to support schools who exclusively cater for 
children with autism or if he envisages more units being attached to main stream schools; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7163/13]

12/02/2013WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department strives to 
ensure that a continuum of special education provision is available as required for children with 
special educational needs. In line with this approach the policy is to promote a child-centred ap-
proach to education of all children with special educational needs including those with autism. 
As each child with autism is unique they should have access to a range of different approaches 
to meet their individual needs.

Children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of being 
fully integrated into mainstream schools with additional teaching and/or care assistance. Many 
are best enrolled in autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive interventions 
are required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and differing needs/
strengths/abilities emerge.

The Deputy will be aware that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special 
classes in schools across the country to cater for children with autism has been a key educa-
tional priority in recent years.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local special 
educational needs organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary 
and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment 
of special classes in various geographical areas as required. The NCSE operates within my De-
partment’s criteria in allocating such support. My Department supports provision in some 540 
special classes for autism attached to mainstream and special schools and 18 special schools for 
children with autism throughout the State which cater for the educational needs of over 5,000 
children with autism. The NCSE will continue to establish more classes, as required.

12/02/2013WRJ03750Higher Education Institutions Issues

12/02/2013WRJ03800291. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the issues raised in correspondence signed by the president of the Institute of Technology, Tal-
laght, Dublin, and the chairman of the governing body of the Institute of Technology, Tallaght, 
relative to the capital spending postponements announced by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7184/13]
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12/02/2013WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The deferment of the planned 
PPP projects at the Institute of Technology in Tallaght in November 2011 was part of a Govern-
ment decision to concentrate educational capital spending on delivering school accommodation 
required to meet to the needs of rapid demographic growth. The decision was informed by the 
need to prioritise resources in a difficult fiscal situation. Within the higher education sector, 
provision could only be made for legally binding contractual commitments. As a result un-
fortunately the planned PPP projects at the Institute of Technology at Tallaght, which had not 
reached the point of being contractual commitments, had to be deferred.

My Department has contributed €1m towards the costs of enabling works that had been 
undertaken by the Institute up to the end 2011.   These include a number of site improvement 
works that enhance the overall functionality of the campus.

12/02/2013WRJ03950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

12/02/2013WRJ04000292. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will instruct 
his building unit to engage with board of management of a school (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Westmeath who are faced with the reality of relocation as the foundation which owns the 
building are planning to sell their property following the closure of the adult services on site 
[7190/13]

12/02/2013WRJ04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that officials in the Planning and Building Unit are liaising with colleagues in my Department’s 
Special Education Section in relation to the matter to which he refers. My officials will be in 
further contact with the school authorities shortly.

12/02/2013WRJ04150Teacher Training Provision

12/02/2013WRJ04200293. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
update on the introduction of a charge in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7221/13]

12/02/2013WRJ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the Government’s 
budgetary considerations and the Comprehensive Expenditure Review carried out in 2011, a 
decision was made to abolish payments by this Department towards the cost of attendance at 
Gaeltacht courses by students commencing their programme of primary initial teacher educa-
tion.  The decision came into effect for the 2012/13 academic year. As the Deputy will be aware, 
priority is being given to protecting resources for front line services in the coming years.

However, to assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, primary initial education stu-
dents who are in receipt of a student grant which includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have 
qualified for a full fee grant but for the Free Fees Schemes, can apply for funding towards travel 
and accommodation costs under the field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms 
and conditions of the student grant scheme. Apart from the student grant system, in circum-
stances of particular need students may apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund 
which assists students in third-level institutions in exceptional financial need. 

Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer in the third level institution 
attended. 
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12/02/2013WRJ04350School Patronage

12/02/2013WRJ04400294. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
negotiations regarding a new Educate Together school (details supplied) in Dublin 8. [7223/13]

12/02/2013WRJ04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the consider-
able demand for the provision of multi-denominational primary school places in the area re-
ferred to by the Deputy and that this demand has grown over the last number of years.

I can confirm to the Deputy that discussions are ongoing between my Department and the 
authorities of an existing school in this area with a view to making a school building available 
for an alternative school patron. It is my Department’s wish to be able to conclude these discus-
sions in sufficient time to allow the multi-denominational school concerned to commence at the 
start of the new school year this coming September.

12/02/2013WRJ04550Bullying in Schools

12/02/2013WRJ04600295. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference to 
the first National Action Plan on Bullying, if he envisages a role for the Health Service Execu-
tive within the implementation group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7228/13]

12/02/2013WRJ04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): On Tuesday 29th of January 
Minister Fitzgerald and I published the Action Plan on Bullying. I have broadly accepted the 
twelve proposed actions and have ring-fenced €500,000 to support implementation this year.

The anti-bullying working group also recommended the establishment of an Implementa-
tion Group to oversee the implementation of accepted actions and recommendations set out in 
the action plan.   I have asked my officials to consider what structure is necessary to support this 
initiative and other related initiatives, including the new Well-Being in Post-Primary Schools: 
Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention (2013).   I am most anxious to 
see co-operation and shared endeavour across all government departments and agencies includ-
ing the HSE in tackling the very serious issues involved.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRK00200296. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update as to when person (details supplied) in County Westmeath, will be awarded their 
third level grants, which they applied for early last year, based on their parents’ income for the 
previous and current years, as they will be forced to pull out of college on the 14 February, if 
they do not receive their grants by then; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7229/13]

12/02/2013WRK00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI) has confirmed that the application from the first named student is being re-
viewed and SUSI will notify the student directly of the outcome as soon as possible.

I understand that the second named student appealed the original decision made on his ap-
plication to the appeals officer in SUSI on 4th February 2013.  The case is being reviewed by 
the appeals officer and a decision will issue within 30 days.
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Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

12/02/2013WRK00400297. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
an application for grant aid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford with a 
Bachelor of Science honours degree, which is urgently needed as they are dependent on finan-
cial assistance to undertake this course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7233/13]

12/02/2013WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s appli-
cation it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.  
The student will need to have his eligibility for a grant assessed by his grant awarding authority.  
If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, she/he 
may appeal, in the first instance, to their awarding body.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by their awarding 
body, and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, 
an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent 
Student Grant Appeals Board.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRK00600298. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application for a grant to Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite a response. [7249/13]

12/02/2013WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty was awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 8th November 2012.  The student sub-
sequently appealed the level of the award to the appeals officer in SUSI.  The original decision 
was upheld.  A letter issued to the student on 21st January 2013 in this regard.

The student lodged an appeal with the Student Grant Appeals Board on 5th February 2013.  
This appeal will be heard as soon as possible and within the 60 days statutory timeframe set out 
in the Student Support Act 2011.

Student Grant Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRK00800299. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
more than 7,000 people are still waiting to have their Student Universal Support Ireland grants 
paid as of first week of February; if this figure is accurate or if the figure is greater than 7,000; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7256/13]

12/02/2013WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland that 3,061 students who have been awarded a maintenance grant as 
at the 12 February 2012 are due to be paid by SUSI.  The majority of these students currently 
awaiting payment will be paid within the next two weeks, depending on their submission of 
bank account details.  A number of students will be paid on Friday 15th February 2013.
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Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRK01000300. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that an appeal is processed urgently by Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7267/13]

12/02/2013WRK01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty was awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 24th December 2012.  The student ap-
pealed the level of the award to the appeals officer in SUSI.  The appeals officer has reviewed 
the case and I understand that a decision will issue shortly.

12/02/2013WRK01150Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRK01200301. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost incurred by his 
Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual basis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7386/13]

12/02/2013WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The principal means tested 
scheme provided under the aegis of my Department is the student grant scheme.

While the Department is not involved directly in means testing for student grants, means 
testing is carried out on its behalf by, currently, 66 grant awarding authorities.  Eligibility for 
a student grant is not solely based on means.  Eligibility is tested against a range of qualifica-
tion criteria including means, nationality, residency, course progression etc. as required by the 
relevant student support scheme and regulations.

Means assessment costs for student grants are not apportioned to the individual test ele-
ments.

12/02/2013WRK01350Departmental Funding

12/02/2013WRK01400302. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
calculate the savings in 2013 arising from the earlier closing of the visiting teacher service for 
Travellers and the system of resource teachers for Travellers. [7412/13]

12/02/2013WRK01500305. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the alloca-
tion in 2012 and subsequent outturn, with the allocation in 2013 of funding from the 123 com-
pensatory and alleviation posts under the former scheme for resource teachers for Travellers. 
[7415/13]

12/02/2013WRK01600306. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
provided, for each of the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012, with the subsequent outturn, 
under the heading of extra teaching hours at second level for Travellers and the allocation for 
2013. [7417/13]

12/02/2013WRK01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 302, 305 and 306 together.

The decision to withdraw all Resource Teacher for Travellers posts was taken by the previ-
ous Government.  The economic situation has meant that very difficult decisions have had to be 
taken in order to make expenditure savings and to ensure that teacher numbers remain within 
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the Public Service Employment Control Framework.

Traveller pupils who are eligible for learning support teaching should receive this tuition 
through the existing learning support provision in schools.  All schools should select students 
for learning support on the basis of priority of need.

Limited alleviation measures have been provided to assist schools which have high numbers 
or concentrations of Traveller pupils who were previously supported by Resource Teacher for 
Travellers (RTT) posts.

As at the end of January 2011 the number of Resource Teachers for Travellers employed 
amounted to a total of 709.54 WTE posts nationwide, being made up of 488 posts at primary 
school level and 221.54 posts at post primary level.

Traveller enrolments were included in the valid enrolment for the purpose of allocating ad-
ditional staffing under DEIS from the 2011/12 school year. 81 posts were used for this readjust-
ment.

Post Primary schools and non DEIS PTR enhanced Primary schools were allocated allevia-
tion posts on the basis of having 33 or more pupils in their schools previously supported by RTT 
posts.  38 such alleviation posts were allocated to schools, including 18 posts at post primary 
school level.

Some 22 additional alleviation posts were also allocated to the Post Primary schools and 
Primary schools who had the highest percentage of traveller pupils previously supported by 
RTT posts, in comparison to other schools, taking into account their overall pupil populations, 
and who had not qualified for the first round of alleviation posts.  This included 3 posts at post 
primary level.

A total of 141 posts were therefore used for adjustment, alleviation, or additional allevia-
tion for schools, giving an overall net reduction of 568.54 posts, with an approximate saving of 
€34m per annum.  

Some 141 adjustment, alleviation, or compensatory posts were provided in 2012 and the 
same number are being provided in 2013, at an estimated cost of €8.4m.  

It should be noted that the General Allocation Model which provides additional learning 
support and resource teaching allocations for primary schools was updated for all primary 
schools for the 2012/13 school year and included the traveller pupils who had previously been 
supported by RTT posts under the General Allocation Model.

The total number of Resource Teacher for Traveller posts or posts providing extra tuition for 
traveller post primary pupils for the years from 2008-2013 are as follows:

Total Traveller Allocation:

2008/2009 - 205;

2009/2010 - 226;

2010/2011 - 225;

2011/2012 - 21;

2012/2013 - 21;

2013/2014 - 21.
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The posts from 2011/12 are the alleviation posts provided at post primary level.  

In relation to the Visiting Teacher for Traveller posts, under the National Recovery Plan 
2011-2014, the Visiting Teachers Service for Travellers (VTST) was also discontinued from 
September 2011.  A total of 40 Whole Time equivalent posts were withdrawn as a result of this 
measure at an estimated saving cost of €2.4m.

In September 2009 management of the Visiting Teachers Service for Travellers was assigned 
to the National Education Welfare Board to be integrated with School Completion Programme, 
Home School Community Liaison and the Education Welfare services to provide a more fo-
cussed approach to deliver better outcomes for children and families, including the Travel-
ler Community.  Responsibility for the NEWB and its services transferred to the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs with effect from May 2011.  The two departments continue to work 
together to ensure that the services in the NEWB, including the SCP, the HSCL and the EWS 
will have a renewed focus to more effectively target and support all children at risk, including 
Traveller children.  The NEWB is currently developing its new integrated service in schools, 
One Child, One Team, One Plan: NEWB Service Delivery for DEIS and non-DEIS schools.

12/02/2013WRK01750Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WRK01800303. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
list individually all the now closed senior Traveller training centres; if he will provide details, 
under each, as to whether the centres are still in use and for what purpose; and the plans he has 
for each building or set of buildings, including their possible use by the Traveller community. 
[7413/13]

12/02/2013WRK01900304. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills following 
the closure of the senior Traveller training centres, if he will provide annual details of the num-
bers of travellers participating in the back to education and other initiatives designed to take 
their place; the educational outcomes of their participation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7414/13]

12/02/2013WRK02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 303 and 304 together.

The Senior Traveller Training Centre (STTC) programme was phased out last June.  It was 
delivered by Vocational Education Committees (VECs) which either owned or leased centres.  
My Department does not hold information on the each of the centres and it is a matter for each 
VEC to decide on how best to make use of them.

According to statistics collected by VECs and returned to my Department, in 2011, 733 
Travellers participated in part-time further education programmes under the Back to Education 
Initiative (BTEI) and 578 participated in Youthreach.  Information on outcomes for Travellers is 
not available separately.  The full range of Adult and Further Education part-time and full-time 
programmes (Adult Literacy, Community Education, BTEI, Youthreach, the Vocational Train-
ing Opportunities Scheme (VTOS) and Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)), have always been and 
continue to be open to Travellers.

  Questions Nos. 305 and 306 answered with Question No. 302.
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12/02/2013WRK02150Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WRK02200307. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills his estimates 
as to the total value of his Department’s investment in Traveller education for each year 2008, 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 projected, with a full explanation as to the way these figures 
are calculated in each case. [7421/13]

12/02/2013WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This Government has tried to 
protect, insofar as possible, overall expenditure in education to ensure appropriate provision for 
all system users, including members of the Travelling Community.

Current policy in relation to Traveller education is underpinned by the Report and Recom-
mendations for a Traveller Education Strategy which was launched in 2006, following wide 
ranging consultation with relevant stakeholders including Traveller representative groups.  The 
Strategy covers, in a very comprehensive manner, aspects of Traveller Education from pre-
school right through to further and higher education within a lifelong learning context.

The principle of inclusion is at the core of the Strategy and, accordingly, the focus of both 
current and future provision is on the development of a more inclusive school environment 
through the whole school planning process, teaching practice, admissions policies, codes of 
behaviour and whole school evaluation. In keeping with this principle, additional resources 
provided in the education system are allocated on the basis of individual educational need rather 
than that of ethnic or cultural background.

A number of other decisions and policy changes have resulted in the allocation of resources 
to ensure their most appropriate use in an inclusive education system.  These include fulfilling 
the recommendations of the Traveller Education Strategy, the National Recovery Plan 2011 
- 2014 as well as the implementation of Value for Money Reviews of School Transport and 
Senior Traveller Training Centres.

I have arranged for the financial information requested by the Deputy to be forwarded to 
him by my Department.

Croke Park Agreement Savings

12/02/2013WRK02400308. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
proposed savings of €1 billion that he is seeking in the renegotiations over the Croke Park 
agreement included in the projections for expenditure on compensation of employees for 2013, 
2014 and 2015 which are contained in budget 2013’s economic and fiscal outlook.  [7027/13]

12/02/2013WRK02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The €1 billion 
in savings being sought in the period to 2015, which is being considered in the context of the 
renegotiation of the Croke Park Agreement referred to by the Deputy, is to be found from the 
Exchequer pay and pensions bill and has been included in the budgetary arithmetic.  The exact 
savings in each year will obviously be influenced by the precise package of measures agreed. 

The ‘Compensation of Employees’ aggregate figures presented in Table 12 of Budget 2013   
are related to, but not equivalent to, the Exchequer pay bill.  Compensation of employees of gen-
eral government is compiled to an international definition comparable among Member States 
of the EU and includes the compensation of employees of all arms of government including 
non-commercial semi-state bodies and local government.
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12/02/2013WRK02550Public Sector Staff Remuneration

12/02/2013WRK02600309. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide, in tabular form, the figures for pay and pensions to the Public Service for the month 
of January in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7176/13]

12/02/2013WRK02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The figures 
set out in the following table are as notified by Departments and Offices.  Note that pay and 
pension payments in a given month are a function of the number of pay and pension recipients 
in that month and the number of payment dates during the month.  The timing of non-core or 
lump sum payments can also affect the comparability of data for periods that are shorter than a 
year.  The end-January 2013 data is shown on a preliminary basis.

Year Gross Pay Gross Pension 
- (€m) (€m)
January 2011 1,441 261
January 2012 1,468 283
January 2013 1,464 244

12/02/2013WRK02750Croke Park Agreement Issues

12/02/2013WRK02800310. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Implementation Body for Croke Park 2 will have representation from the private sector as 
distinct from public sector employers/management; his views on whether the non inclusion of 
private sector representation would jeopardise the credibility of the Implementation Body; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6594/13]

12/02/2013WRK02900311. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has reviewed the methodology used by all Government Departments, in view the lack of 
clarity that has arisen in the past, in relation to the calculation of savings under the Croke Park 
Agreement; if he will state the methodology he expects to be employed to calculate savings 
under Croke Park 2; his further views that the figures given by all Government Departments in 
relation to savings achieved to date are reliable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6595/13]

12/02/2013WRK03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 310 and 311 together.

The Deputy will be aware that negotiations on an extension to the Public Service Agree-
ment 2010 – 2014 are currently underway aimed at achieving savings of €1billion in the public 
service pay and pensions bill by end 2015.  It would not be appropriate to comment on possible 
future implementation arrangements whilst those discussions are ongoing. 

In regard to the verification of savings under the present agreement, I wish to make a num-
ber of points.  Firstly, the Implementation Body is required to assess the savings being facili-
tated under the framework of the Agreement on an annual basis.  As part of this annual review 
process, savings returns are completed and returned to the Body in respect of every sector, De-
partment and Office.  These returns are required to be signed off by relevant accounting officers. 

Secondly, the Agreement allows for the engagement of external financial advisors to under-
take independent verification of reported savings.  This involves a review of the methodology, 
quantification and estimation used by managements to identify savings that have been achieved 
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and savings that will be achieved as a result of agreements reached and initiatives taken.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible, on time and cost grounds to externally 
evaluate every saving made under the Agreement.  Therefore, the approach the Body has taken 
has been to put forward a number of significant projects each year for external evaluation.  This 
verification process serves as a useful quality assurance check on what is being reported and 
public service management are aware that progress reported may be subject to such external 
evaluation.

The Body has carried out two annual reviews to date.  Those reviews found that approxi-
mately €1.5 billion in savings has been achieved during the first two years of the Agreement, 
comprising of €810m and €678m in sustainable pay bill and non-pay (efficiency) savings re-
spectively.

Significantly, the external financial accountants engaged under both annual reviews found 
that, in all cases, the savings reported were reasonable estimates of the savings that have arisen 
or will arise due to the successful implementation of the projects concerned.  I understand that 
a similar verification exercise is being undertaken for the Body’s third annual review (currently 
underway).

In regard to the question of private sector representation on the Implementation Body, it is 
important to point out that the Public Service Agreement is an agreement between the Govern-
ment, as employer, and its employees, represented by the public service unions.  The Implemen-
tation Body is, accordingly, comprised of the representatives of the parties to the Agreement 
– this is provided for under its terms – and so the issue of private sector membership does not 
arise.  However, I understand that the Chair of the Body, who is independent, has briefed private 
sector interests on a number of occasions on behalf of the Body and is happy to continue to do 
so.  I am satisfied that the Body has approached its task in a thorough, transparent and objective 
manner, as evidenced by its two Annual Progress Reports published to date.

Public Sector Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRK03100312. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he will deliver on the Programme for Government commitment to amend the rules to en-
sure that no senior public servant, including political appointees or Minister can work in the pri-
vate sector in any area involving a potential conflict of interest with their former area of public 
employment, until at least two years have elapsed after they have left the public service; if it is 
now his intention to limit this commitment to the General Scheme of a Regulation of Lobbying 
Bill provisions; and if so, the reason.  [6694/13]

12/02/2013WRK03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the 
Deputy to my previous response on this issue in PQs No: 3710/13 and No: 3711/13 answered 
on Tuesday, 29th January, 2013 .

Significant progress has been made in developing my proposals for the regulation of lobby-
ing.  The consultation process undertaken on this commitment was based on the OECD Prin-
ciples for Transparency and Integrity in lobbying which recommend that it may be necessary 
to impose a ‘cooling-off’ period that temporarily restricts former public officials from lobbying 
their past organisations.  My proposals in this area - which draw on the Outside Appointments 
Board model applying to senior civil servants - will be published following consideration by 
Government as part of the General Scheme of a Regulation of Lobbying Bill. 

The relevant OECD principles also highlight the requirement for countries to consider es-
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tablishing restrictions for public officials leaving office to address other potential conflict of 
interest situations that could arise.  It is planned that these other elements of the Programme 
for Government commitment which also arise from the recommendations contained in the final 
report of the Mahon Tribunal will be addressed through the proposed reform of the legislative 
framework for ethics which is currently underway.

Equality Issues

12/02/2013WRK03300313. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the measures he has taken at departmental level to that ensure expenditure is managed with due 
consideration for matters of equality in the context of Ministers working within existing equal-
ity legislation. [6726/13]

12/02/2013WRK03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a clear commitment that all public bodies would take due 
note of equality and human rights in carrying out their functions.  The State and its bodies must, 
of course, comply with all provisions of equality legislation in the development and delivery of 
policies and services.

It is the responsibility of individual Ministers and their officials to manage expenditure 
whilst also ensuring that appropriate consideration is given to matters of equality.

Public Procurement Tenders

12/02/2013WRK03500314. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the total number of complaints submitted about the new eTenders website since it went live on 
the 12 November 2012; if he will provide a breakdown of these complaints by sector and by 
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6741/13]

12/02/2013WRK03600315. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the representative bodies that his Department briefed ahead of the launch of the eTenders web-
site; the nature of the briefing; the processes that exist for future briefings; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6742/13]

12/02/2013WRK03700316. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the total number of public procurement tenders issued by the Government; the number of ten-
ders which have involved more than one element or project, for these tenders to be broken down 
by sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6743/13]

12/02/2013WRK03800318. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he expects the data relating to the annual procurement statistics for 2012 to be available; 
if he intends to make that information available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6745/13]

12/02/2013WRK03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I propose to take Questions Nos. 314 to 316, inclusive, and 318 together.

The Government website www.etenders.gov.ie is a fully managed electronic tendering sys-
tem that meets Ireland’s requirements in relation to the European Union’s requirements to meet 
the EU target for achievement of 100% capability for electronic tendering.

This website is the official Government website for public tenders for goods, services and 
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works.  It serves as a repository for notices above EU thresholds and which must be advertised 
in the Official Journal of the European Union.  In accordance with policy guidelines from my 
Department contracting authorities are also obliged to publish all tender notices for goods and 
services with a value greater than €25,000 on the eTender website.

An upgrade to the site was launched on 12th November 2012.  The new site, as well as 
publishing contract notices has a wide range of additional functionality that in effect will allow 
other aspects of the procurement process to be completed electronically, including assessment, 
awarding and contract management.  This additional functionality is improving and generating 
efficiencies for both the public and private sectors.

Prior to launching the new site, the supplier representative bodies including Chambers Ire-
land, IBEC, ISME and the Small Firms Association were briefed on the new system and elec-
tronic copies of Supplier User Manuals were supplied to them for distribution to their respective 
membership.  The National Procurement Service meets these bodies on a regular basis.

Prior to the launch, registered Suppliers and Buyers on the system were also informed about 
the proposed change of system and user manuals were sent to each of them electronically.  Sup-
pliers were also informed of the up-coming change of system at various Meet the Buyer events 
and other such seminars.

Prior to and since the launch of the new site, the NPS has organised a number of demonstra-
tions for Buyers on the new site.  Since the system went live on 12th November demonstrations 
of the new system have been given to suppliers at Meet the Buyer events.  The National Pro-
curement Service has also agreed with the Construction Industry Federation to give a seminar 
on the new system to them on a date to be agreed.

In 2012, there were 6,439 notices published on eTenders.  It is not possible to quantify how 
many of these tenders had more than one element. The National Procurement Service has begun 
the task of collating procurement statistics for the year 2012, in accordance with our EU obliga-
tions.  This statistical information should be available later in 2013.

During the week beginning 12th November, the first week the system went live; supplier 
and buyers received unsolicited marketing emails from the previous operator of the service, 
marketing a new service.  This email contained a username and password for their website, 
which caused widespread confusion among public sector Buyers and Suppliers as many of 
them thought these credentials were for the new eTenders system.

Most of the complaints since the launch of the new site relate to the confusion caused by this 
email and the National Procurement Service communicated with registered Buyers and Suppli-
ers to clarify the issue.

While there were thousands of queries in relation to the new site and its functionality, the 
Helpdesk statistics for the first three months after its launch record only 22 complaints in rela-
tion to the new site, the majority of these in the first two weeks.  I received nine representations 
making complaints in relation to the new site.  The complaints relate to alerts to suppliers and 
the search function on the site, both of which have now been resolved; as well as the site design.  
Since then the Helpdesk receives on average in the region of 250 routine calls per day.

Public Procurement Regulations

12/02/2013WRK04000317. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in relation to the issue of underbidding on public procurement contracts, the measures he is tak-
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ing to ensure that the Registered Employment Agreement is enforced; if the same enforcement 
procedures are being taken with regards to sub contractors; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [6744/13]

12/02/2013WRK04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The public 
works contracts include a clause on pay and conditions of employment which require the main 
contractor to ensure that all those employed on the works (including those employed by sub-
contractors) are paid in accordance with the Registered Employment Agreement (Construction 
Industry wages and conditions of employment).  This is enforced through a number of measures 
which include:

- the display of the relevant clause on the site in a location that is readily accessible to all 
those employed on the site;

- a requirement for a certificate from the contractor with each payment application stating 
that all those employed on the works are paid in accordance with the REA;

- withholding of any payment if the certificate is not provided;

- a deduction from sums due to the main contractor of the amounts due to workers in accor-
dance with the REA if a certificate is subsequently found to be false, and;

- termination of the contract in the case of a persistent breach.

Under a public works contract the contractual relationship is between the public body and 
the main contractor.  The public body does not conduct the procurement process for each sub-
contract package under a public works contract; this is carried out by the main contractor who 
is not subject to the rules governing public procurement.

The management of a public works contract is a matter between a contracting authority and 
a main contractor.  It is the responsibility of each contracting authority to ensure that contractors 
comply with all the requirements of the contract. 

Whilst the requirements to follow REA conditions may be a procurement matter, it is the 
National Employments Rights Authority that has the responsibility for monitoring employ-
ment conditions through its inspection services and can enforce employment rights compliance 
and seek redress.  This agency comes under the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise & Innovation, Mr. Richard Bruton T.D.  If the Deputy is aware of specific instances 
where firms may not be complying with relevant statutory pay and conditions of employment, 
the matter can be referred to NERA for investigation.

Question No. 318 answered with Questions Nos. 314 to 316, inclusive.

12/02/2013WRL00100Coastal Protection

12/02/2013WRL00200319. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will allocate additional funding, €40,000 approximately, to complete coastal protection works 
(details supplied) in County Kerry in view of the fact that a number of homes are still at risk; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6813/13]

12/02/2013WRL00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works allocated funding to Kerry County Council of €100,000 
under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme in February, 2012 for 
embankment strengthening works at this location. This funding has now been drawn down by 
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the Council. The number of homes at risk from flooding, as identified by the Council at this 
location, would not justify the provision of further funding on cost-benefit grounds under the 
criteria for the Scheme.

12/02/2013WRL00400EU Funding

12/02/2013WRL00500320. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
proposed macro-economic conditionality in the next round of EU funds will lead to a suspen-
sion of ESF projects and all other projects funded or part funded by EU cohesion funds in Ire-
land fails to meet the macro-economic conditions.  [6816/13]

12/02/2013WRL00600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On 8 February 
2013 the European Council reached political agreement on the multi-annual financial frame-
work for 2014-2020.  This is the basis on which the Council will now seek the consent of the 
European Parliament to the MFF Regulation.   

The European Council agreed, inter alia, that a gradual macro-economic conditionality will 
be established in the regulation governing the Common Strategic Framework (CSF) Funds, 
which includes the European Social Fund, in order to establish a closer link between Cohesion 
policy and the economic governance of the Union, so that the effectiveness of expenditure un-
der the CSF Funds is underpinned by sound economic policies and that the CSF Funds can, if 
necessary, be redirected to addressing the economic problems a country is facing. 

The question of the suspension of funding would only arise where a Member State fails 
to take effective action in relation to its Partnership Contract and the relevant programmes or 
fails to comply with EU economic and fiscal policy requirements.  Any decisions on suspen-
sions would have to be proportionate and effective, taking into account the economic and social 
circumstances of the Member State concerned, and would have to respect equality of treat-
ment between Member States, in particular with regard to the impact of the suspension on the 
economy of the Member State concerned.  Priority would be given to the suspension of com-
mitments with payments only being suspended when immediate action is sought and in cases 
of non-compliance.

The Government is fully committed to the effective use of Cohesion funds, however, and 
Ireland has one of the best records in Europe in this regard.  We are also committed to sound 
economic governance as is witnessed by our successful implementation of the EU/IMF Pro-
gramme.  I am satisfied that we would be able to meet any requirements should any arise. 

12/02/2013WRL00700Pension Provisions

12/02/2013WRL00800321. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
plans he has to reduce the levels of pensions paid to former and current politicians and Minis-
ters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6848/13]

12/02/2013WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Significant 
reforms have already been introduced in relation to Public Service pension entitlements which 
affect both Oireachtas and Ministerial pensions.

 - Under the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004, pensions 
are not payable to new entrant Public Servants (as defined in the Act) before 65 years of age. 
This includes new Oireachtas Members as defined in the Act.
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- Under the Oireachtas (Allowances to Members) and Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices 
Act 2009, Ministerial pensions are no longer payable to sitting Members of the Oireachtas fol-
lowing the last general election, or to Members of the European Parliament following the next 
elections to the Parliament. No current Oireachtas Member is paid a Ministerial pension.

- Public Service pensions for persons (including former Ministers and members of the 
Oireachtas) who retired after February 2012 are reduced in line with the substantial pay reduc-
tions applied across the Public Service under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest (FEMPI) Acts. For those who retired before the end of February the Public Service 
Pension Reduction (PSPR) applies. I recently provided for an increase in the rate of PSPR that 
applies to pensions over €100,000 to 20% (in addition to all other deductions). 

- The Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012   , introduced 
a new Single Public Service Pension Scheme with a new minimum pension age of 66, rising in 
due course with the age at which the State Pension (Contributory) will become payable. This 
scheme will also apply to all new Members of the Oireachtas, including new entrant Ministers, 
as defined in the Act. The Act also provides pensions for all Public Servants who are subject 
to this Act to be based on career average earnings, as opposed to the current final salary basis.

In addition, I announced in my Budget speech that severance payments payable to Ministers 
and other Officeholders upon cessation of Office are to be abolished. The necessary legislation 
is currently being prepared in my Department. 

It is to be noted that I am advised that as a pension is generally taken to be deferred income 
it is therefore covered by the constitutional protections that apply to property.

12/02/2013WRL00950Proposed Legislation

12/02/2013WRL01000322. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
protection in place in the Construction Contracts Bill to ensure that the end user/client is solvent 
and may execute the contract sum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6868/13]

12/02/2013WRL01100323. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
protection that will be contained in the Construction Contracts Bill to ensure the main contrac-
tors appointed to carry out the works are solvent and may/will discharge their payment commit-
ments to the sub-contract supply chain in a timely manner; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6869/13]

12/02/2013WRL01200324. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will ensure that the Construction Contracts Bill covers both public and private contracts; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6870/13]

12/02/2013WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 322 to 324, inclusive, together.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce new legislation to 
protect small building subcontractors that have been denied payments from bigger companies. 
In this regard, my colleague Minister of State Brian Hayes is working with Senator Feargal 
Quinn to develop the Senator’s private member’s Construction Contracts Bill into a robust 
piece of legislation. The Bill has passed Second Stage in the Dáil.

The issue of whether the Bill should require all construction contracts to ensure that the 
payer is solvent (i.e. through the purchase of a financial product such as a bond) was examined 
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during the consultation and Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) of the Bill. The RIA found 
that requiring payer to purchase bonds would reduce competition in the sector as such financial 
products are not widely available in the current market and the costs associated with purchas-
ing them would be a barrier to entry for smaller contractors. Therefore the provisions necessary 
to provide security of payment would increase the regulatory burden and costs associated with 
contracts between clients, contractors, subcontractors and the final consumer. 

In addition, during the Second Stage reading of the Bill in the Dáil, Minister Hayes made a 
number of points that address the issues raised by the Deputy:

- In relation to payment difficulties that are linked to business failures, the Bill will not cut 
across the normal rules for company liquidation/receivership or Prompt Payment regulations.  
However, the Bill includes two key provisions that will reduce the exposure of subcontractors 
to non-payment in the event of a business failure.

- Firstly, “pay-when-paid” clauses will no longer be permitted in construction contracts.  
This means, for example, that sub-contractors or sub-sub-contractors will no longer be depen-
dant on a main contractor getting paid before they are entitled to receive their own payments.

- Secondly, all construction contracts will have to contain a payments schedule that clearly 
sets out both interim payments and final payments, and the sums due in each case.  The contract 
will have to set out clearly when payment of these amounts will fall due.  If a contract fails to 
specify these matters, then the terms set out in the Schedule to the Bill will apply. The Schedule 
sets out default arrangements for contract payment terms.  These will be minimum standards for 
sub-contracts.  This is a major innovation which should reduce the exposure of sub-contractors 
to non-payment.

In relation to the Deputy’s proposal that the Bill should cover both public and private con-
tracts, I assume the Deputy is referring to the issue of making adjudication awards binding for 
both the public and private sectors. This is a complex issue which makes it important to strike 
the right balance between giving this legislation the necessary enforcement provisions, whilst 
ensuring that the application of the legislation is equitable and the taxpayer is safeguarded.

These and a number of other issues have been examined; Minister Hayes will shortly bring 
proposals to Government in advance of Committee Stage. This is an important piece of legisla-
tion aimed at creating a more level playing field between contractor and subcontractor in the 
construction sector. Therefore it is essential that these complex issues are properly assessed so 
as to avoid imposing unnecessary regulatory or cost burdens on parties in dispute, the State or 
others. 

12/02/2013WRL01400Public Service Contracts

12/02/2013WRL01500325. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the pre-qualification criteria for procuring public sector work should contain a solvency state-
ment with a double lock mechanism, for example, that the solvency statement should be signed 
by the contractor, owner, their solicitor and their accountant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6871/13]

12/02/2013WRL01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public pro-
curement procedures require applicants to meet certain standards when applying for public con-
tracts.  In qualifying for inclusion in tender competitions for public works contracts, applicants 
must submit signed declarations stating that none of the circumstances outlined in Regulation 
53 of SI 329 of 2006 European Communities (Award of Public Contracts) Regulations 2006 or 
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Article 45 and 51 of 2004/18/EC, the EU Directive on the co-ordination of procedures for the 
award of public works contracts, public supply contracts and public service contracts  apply.  

The list of exclusions in Article 45 and Regulation 53 are divided into two categories, the 
first deals with mandatory exclusions and the second deals with discretionary exclusions.  An 
applicant may be excluded from a procurement process if:

- they are bankrupt or their affairs are being wound up;

- they are subject to proceedings leading to a declaration of bankruptcy or;

- they have defaulted in payment of taxes or social insurance contributions.

However they must be given an opportunity to establish whether there are mitigating cir-
cumstances.  The Contracting Authority must investigate the event thoroughly before a decision 
is taken on the course of action to take.

In a public works tender, applicants are obliged to submit a signed declaration on oath 
which must be sworn in the last 12 months.  This must be witnessed by a practising solicitor 
or Commissioner for Oaths and should be accompanied with a signed confirmation that the ap-
plicant’s legal situation has not changed in any way which would prohibit the applicant from 
making a new declaration on oath on the same basis since the declaration was made and signed.  
Applicants from Ireland and the UK must provide a declaration on oath. In countries where a 
declaration on oath does not exist, the applicant can instead make a solemn declaration in their 
country of origin or in the country whence the applicant comes before a judicial or administra-
tive authority, a notary or a competent professional or trade body.

Prior to the award of the works contract, the successful applicant is also required to produce 
a current Notification of Determination (formerly C2 certificate) from the Revenue Commis-
sioners. 

12/02/2013WRL01700Public Service Contracts

12/02/2013WRL01800326. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
it will be possible to reintroduce nominated supply packages within public and private sector 
contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6874/13]

12/02/2013WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment Departments and Local Authority (GDLA) form of contract, which preceded the Public 
Works Contracts, included a provision for the nomination of certain specialist sub-contractors 
and suppliers.  In order to facilitate the nomination process, estimates were included in the ten-
der documents for the main contractor to cover the works packages to be undertaken by the spe-
cialist sub-contractor or supplies in the case of the specialist supplier.  These estimates, known 
as Prime Cost or PC Sums, were based upon a quotation for the works or supply concerned or 
upon typical rates for the work or supply already known to the design team.  Separate tenders 
for these specialist works or supplies packages were undertaken and, based upon the outcome 
of the tender, the successful sub-contractor or supplier was ‘nominated’ to the already appointed 
main contractor by way of an instruction from the Architect named in the contract.  That in-
struction included direction to the main contractor to expend the PC Sum and provision was 
made for an adjustment to the contract sum depending on whether the tender for the particular 
package was greater or less than the PC Sum.

One of the key requirements of the Government’s Construction Procurement Reform Initia-
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tive is to ensure greater cost certainty at contract award stage and in order to meet this require-
ment it was decided to dispense with the nomination of specialist sub-contractors and suppliers 
because the final contract sum could not be established until well after the main contractor was 
appointed.  This places the onus on the appointed design team to ensure that reasonably detailed 
information is supplied as part of the tender documents to ensure that the tenders received re-
flect the quality of installation required.

Contracting authorities may ensure that quality specialist sub-contractors are employed on 
public works contracts by requiring such specialists to pre-qualify with the main contractor.  
This is achieved by naming particular specialist works areas in the pre-qualification documents.  
The main contractor must name one specialist in their Form of Tender for each of the specialist 
works areas defined by the contracting authority.

12/02/2013WRL02000Public Service Contracts

12/02/2013WRL02100327. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
it will be possible to introduce a payment bond that would protect the supply chain of any con-
struction contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6875/13]

12/02/2013WRL02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The issue of 
payment bonds to provide protection to the supply chain under a construction contract was ex-
amined during the consultation and Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) of the Construction 
Contracts Bill.

The RIA found that requiring contractors to purchase bonds would reduce competition in 
the sector as such financial products are not widely available in the current market and the costs 
associated with purchasing them would be a barrier to entry for smaller contractors. Therefore 
the provisions necessary to provide security of payment would increase the regulatory burden 
and costs associated with contracts between clients, contractors, subcontractors and the final 
consumer.

Whilst it will not cut across the normal rules for company liquidation/receivership or Prompt 
Payment regulations, the Construction Contracts Bill includes two key provisions that will re-
duce the exposure of subcontractors to non-payment in the event of a business failure.

- A requirement for all construction contracts to include a payment schedule.  In the event 
that a contract fails to provide a payment schedule then the terms set out in the Schedule to the 
Bill will apply. 

- Pay when paid clauses will no longer be permitted meaning that sub-contractors are no 
longer dependent on the main contractor receiving payment before they in turn receive their 
own payment.

Therefore in the event of a sub-contractor failing to receive payment in the terms set out in 
the contract they will have the right to suspend work and, if the payment is disputed, to seek the 
matter to be resolved through adjudication.

12/02/2013WRL02300Public Service Contracts

12/02/2013WRL02400328. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there is a requirement for more forensic examination of the financial affairs of potential partici-
pants in Government sponsored projects (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [6876/13]

12/02/2013WRL02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The assess-
ment of a tenderer’s financial and economic standing is a key part of any procurement process 
because tenderers must have the necessary capacity to carry out a contract. Establishing the 
appropriate suitability criteria that are relevant and appropriate to a particular contract is, of 
course, a matter for the contracting authority concerned. This is because the contracting author-
ity is in the best position to gauge the appropriate levels of financial capacity that are appropri-
ate to the needs of that specific contract. 

My Department has developed specific national guidelines for contracting authorities in 
relation to minimum standards for suitability criteria for construction contractors interested in 
tendering for public works projects (GN 2.3.1.3 Suitability Criteria for Works Contractors – 
Minimum Standards), published as part of the Capital Works Management Framework, which 
is available at www.constructionprocurement.gov.ie.  In relation to pre-qualification criteria, 
the guidelines stress that public bodies must ensure that any criteria levels set by them must be 
both justifiable and proportionate to the needs of the contract.

The level of reliable information available to contracting authorities is limited below the 
point where audited accounts are required to be submitted to the Companies Registration Of-
fice, currently this is only required for companies with a turnover in excess of €7.3 million.  
However specific guidance on the financial appraisal of works contractors is currently being de-
veloped by my Department and will be available at www.constructionprocurement.gov.ie when 
finalised.  The document is intended to provide advice to Contracting Authorities to ensure that 
appropriate information is sought from contractors who apply to take part in a competition for 
the award of a public works contract in order to assess their financial and economic standing.  
The guidance will deal predominantly with the threat posed to a Contracting Authority by the 
insolvency of the main contractor and suggests the steps to be taken to manage the risk through 
appropriate measures taken in the procurement stage.

Guidance already exists in GN 1.5 Public Works Contracts (Section 2.3 Bonds and Guaran-
tees) on the steps that contracting authorities should take to minimise the risk to the taxpayer in 
the event of insolvency and is available at the same website.

12/02/2013WRL02600Proposed Legislation

12/02/2013WRL02700329. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with ref-
erence to the Valuation (Amendment) Bill 2012, if he will advise as to the likely date for enact-
ment of this legislation; if he will make a statement regarding the envisaged role of evaluation 
officers and the envisaged format of revaluations. [7023/13]

12/02/2013WRL02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, the Government published the Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 on 3rd Au-
gust, 2012 as part of its legislative programme. The Bill proceeded through its second stage in 
Seanad Éireann on 11th October 2012. I wish to advise the Deputy that officials in my Depart-
ment are currently engaging with a wide range of stakeholders and other interested parties and I 
will be considering potential amendments which may be introduced at Committee Stage in the 
very near future. However, it is not possible for me to advise the Deputy as to the likely date 
for enactment of the Bill, as this depends on a number of factors which are outside my control, 
including the passage of the Bill through the Oireachtas.

At the outset, let me say that the Bill will not change the basis of valuation for rating pur-
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poses. This will continue to be “net annual value” which is the hypothetical rental value of a 
property as assessed by reference to a specified date.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Bill amends several provisions contained in the Valuation 
Act 2001. These amendments include a number of technical changes to Part 5 of the 2001 Act 
which deals with how valuations, including revaluation of entire rating authority areas, are car-
ried out. The Bill also proposes to amend Part 6, which deals with the carrying out of revisions 
of the rateable valuation of individual properties within rating authority areas between revalua-
tions. In both instances, it is envisaged that the Commissioner of Valuation will appoint officers 
to carry out the tasks in question and the Bill makes specific provision for the appointment of 
“revision managers”. Section 6 of the Bill proposes to amend Section 19 of the Valuation Act 
2001 by enabling the Commissioner to appoint persons to carry out the revaluation of entire rat-
ing authority areas. Such persons may be an officer of the Commissioner. However, provision 
is also made for the Commissioner to enter into an arrangement with a person or persons (other 
than officers of the Commissioner) to assist in the performance of the revaluation function. 
The effect of this provision is to enable the Commissioner to contract out some of the revalua-
tion work, in order to augment the in-house capacity of the Valuation Office. This is one of the 
express provisions intended to assist the acceleration of the national revaluation programme. 
I understand that, following enactment of the Bill, the Commissioner intends running a pilot 
revaluation project which will utilise such external resources.

Following enactment of the Bill, it is envisaged that revaluation projects can be conducted 
through direct assessment of the net annual value of properties, as heretofore. However, the Bill 
(Section 11, inserting a new Part 5A into the 2001 Act) also provides for the Commissioner to 
conduct a revaluation using elements of self-assessment by ratepayers. This provision is also 
intended to assist the acceleration of the national revaluation programme and I understand that, 
following enactment of the Bill, the Commissioner intends running a pilot project which will 
utilise self-assessment principles. Finally, I wish to draw the Deputy’s attention to Section 22 
of the Bill which proposes to amend Section 48 of the 2001 Act by providing for the use of 
general market data or aggregated data (including statistical and computer-aided techniques  ) 
in determining valuations, where the Commissioner considers it appropriate to do so.

12/02/2013WRL02900Coastal Protection

12/02/2013WRL03000330. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if fund-
ing will be made available to carry out emergency coastal protection works in an area (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7078/13]

12/02/2013WRL03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works is not aware of coastal erosion issues at this location.  In-
vestigation of this matter is the responsibility of  Kerry County Council in the first instance.

It is open to the Council to apply for funding under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme. Any application received will be assessed under the revised eligi-
bility criteria for coastal protection measures introduced by the OPW in 2012, which include a 
requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the overall availability 
of funding.  Application forms and related guidelines are available on the OPW website. 

The Office of Public Works has to date approved funding of €891,000 to Kerry County 
Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme.
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12/02/2013WRL03200Public Sector Staff Increment Payments

12/02/2013WRL03300331. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if full 
increments paid to persons who are in the public service who are on work sharing arrangements, 
taking term time leave or other types of leave without pay; the way increments are calculated in 
respect of these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7120/13]

12/02/2013WRL03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin)(Deputy Bren-
dan Howlin): As I have direct responsibility for Human Resources policy for the civil service, 
the information provided is in respect of civil servants only.  The Deputy should consult with 
the other sectors of the public service to determine the practice in the individual sectors.

Recent changes to the Performance Management and Development System (PMDS), pro-
vide that from 2013 onwards increments will only be awarded where a staff member’s   perfor-
mance has fully achieved expectations or above.

 In line with the European Court of Justice ruling in the case of Hellen Gerster v Freistaat 
Bayern, which was handed down on the 2 October 1997, civil servants who workshare are 
awarded increments on the same basis as full time staff.  In such cases, service is calculated as 
if the worksharer was in full time service. Such civil servants’ pay, however, is reduced on a pro 
rata basis depending on their work pattern.

In general, special leave without pay does not count for incremental purposes. Exceptions 
to this are listed in the table. 

Type of Leave Circular which refers Reference to remuneration 
Carer’s Leave Statutory – 

Circular 39/2005
The first 13 weeks counts 
toward the qualifying 
service period for the 
award 
of an increment

Shorter Working 
Year Scheme 
(formerly “term time” )

Circular 14/2009 The entire period of leave 
counts toward the qualifying 
service period for the award 
of an increment

Special leave without pay 
to take up employment with 
the EC or other international 
organizations of which Ire-
land is a member

Circular 2/76 and 33/91 In certain circumstances the 
Head of the Department can 
decide to award the civil 
servant incremental progres-
sion on his/her returns to the 
civil service.  This award 
is subject to certain crite-
ria, including consideration 
that the value of the civil 
servant’s service has been 
enhanced because of the 
appointment with the other 
organisation.

12/02/2013WRL03500Garda Stations Closures

12/02/2013WRL03600332. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
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in relation to a property (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7122/13]

12/02/2013WRL03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The OPW is required to manage its property portfolio in the most efficient and effec-
tive manner that provides the optimum value to the taxpayer.  

The policy with regard to closed Garda stations is as follows:

1. Identify, in the first instance, if other State Bodies, including government departments and 
the wider public sector has a use for the property.

2. If there is no other State use for a property the OPW will then consider disposing of the 
property on the open market, if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate much needed 
revenue for the Exchequer.

3. If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular 
property the OPW would consider, community involvement subject to the receipt of an appro-
priate business case which would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means 
to insure, maintain and manage the property.

12/02/2013WRL03800Garda Stations Closures

12/02/2013WRL03900333. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
in relation to a property (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7124/13]

12/02/2013WRL04000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): There is no agreement in place providing rights to any adjacent property owner for the 
purchase of Ballacolla Garda Station.  There are reciprocal rights of access between the Office 
Of Public Works and the owner of the former Garda residence to the rear of the Garda station to 
allow access to each others property for the purpose of maintaining shared services.

12/02/2013WRL04100Public Service Contracts

12/02/2013WRL04200334. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider amending public contracts such that it is a condition of all future contracts that 
the contractor is obliged to have a facility to register apprentices as part of carrying out the con-
struction work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7128/13]

12/02/2013WRL04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform(Deputy Brendan Howlin): The scope for 
including social considerations in public contracts is something that I have been examining 
closely recently. In this regard, I would refer the Deputy to my recent reply on this issue (PQ 
3066/13 - answered 23/01/13).

The proposal that all public procurement contracts include a requirement that the contractor 
must register apprentices in order to be able to carry out a public works contract poses a num-
ber of important considerations.  In the current economic climate, and in particular bearing in 
mind the difficulties in the construction sector, it is likely that, where a business is awarded a 
public contract, in particular a small scale contract, the work would be carried out by the exist-
ing employees of that business. In such circumstances a social clause requiring apprentices to 
be employed in delivering a public contract could either impose an additional cost on SMEs 
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that they may not be able to afford, or result in an existing employee being let go in favour of 
an apprentice. 

The Government has a wide range of measures that it is deploying to facilitate job creation 
and support labour activation, with particular emphasis on assisting the long term and young 
unemployed either enter the labour market or be given appropriate opportunities to reskill. Ob-
viously, the main purpose of the public procurement process is to ensure that goods, services 
and works are purchased by the State in a manner that is legal, transparent and of high probity, 
and our key requirement is the achievement of value for money.  Within this context, my De-
partment and the National Procurement Service are examining the use of social clauses as an 
additional means of supporting activation and we are seeking to identify the scope for the use 
of social clauses that could include provisions relating to training opportunities in parts of the 
capital area in particular.

12/02/2013WRL04400Freedom of Information Remit

12/02/2013WRL04500335. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to include An Taisce under the Freedom of Information Legislation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7131/13]

12/02/2013WRL04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The commit-
ments relating to Freedom of Information (FOI) contained in the Programme for Government 
include extending FOI to all statutory bodies and all bodies significantly funded from the public 
purse.  

My officials will be consulting with other Government Departments, including the Depart-
ment of Environment, Community and Local Government, the parent Department for the body 
referred to in the Deputy’s question, regarding appropriate criteria for determining which non-
public bodies in receipt of significant funding would be appropriate to bring within the scope 
of the FOI Act at this time. 

12/02/2013WRL04700Garda Stations Closures

12/02/2013WRL04800336. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the way community and local development groups will put forward proposals to acquire lo-
cal Garda Stations recently vacated for community projects or facilities; if he will outline the 
mechanism that such groups should consider in order that any proposals they may have may be 
considered by the Office of Public Works. [7170/13]

12/02/2013WRL04900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office Of Public Works (OPW) has a responsibility to manage its property portfo-
lio in the most efficient and effective manner that provides the optimum value to the taxpayer.  

The OPW will identify, in the first instance, if there are any other State Bodies, including 
government departments and the wider public sector that have a use for the property.

If there is no other State use for a property the OPW will then consider disposing of the 
property on the open market, if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate much needed 
revenue for the Exchequer.

If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular 
property the OPW would consider, community involvement subject to the receipt of an appro-
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priate business case which would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means to 
insure, maintain and manage the property and that there is no cost to the Exchequer.

12/02/2013WRL05000Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRL05100337. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the reason the January Exchequer Statements did not list the Department expenditure profiles 
for January; if he will include these profiles in all future monthly exchequer statements; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7191/13]

12/02/2013WRL05200338. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide those Exchequer expenditure profile figures for current and capital spending 
by month for each Department in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7192/13]

12/02/2013WRL05300(Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 337 and 338 together.

The published monthly net expenditure profiles have allowed for the transparent monitoring 
of expenditure across all Departments for the last number of years. 

The end-January Exchequer statement provided a year-on-year comparison of Departmental 
expenditure.  The detailed Departmental profiles will be published with the final Revised Esti-
mates Volume   (REV). This has been the publication schedule for the past number of years to 
ensure that the detailed profiles are consistent with the final voted allocations in the REV. This 
year, for the first time, these detailed monthly profiles will be published on both a gross and net 
basis to allow for a better discussion of expenditure trends throughout the year. 

In addition, as the Deputy may be aware, an alternative analytical presentation of the Exche-
quer Statement was introduced last year. My colleague the Minister for Finance expects to pub-
lish the profiles for each component of this alternative presentation shortly, which will include 
profiles for aggregate gross Departmental spending and Departmental receipts. 

12/02/2013WRL05400Capital Programme Expenditure

12/02/2013WRL05500339. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to the publication of the Exchequer Statement for January 2013, if he will confirm the total 
spent on capital projects in the month of January 2013; if he will provide the annual budget for 
capital expenditure in 2013 and for his assessment of the impact on unemployment if the capital 
budget were spent evenly throughout the year or front-loaded to the start of the year. [7206/13]

12/02/2013WRL05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Exche-
quer Statement for January 2013 shows that the total net capital spend in January 2013 was 
€108.3m. The Exchequer Statement also gives a breakdown of capital expenditure in January 
by Department. My Department does not hold information regarding capital expenditure at 
project level. Requests for information regarding expenditure on individual projects should be 
directed to the relevant spending Minister and his/her Departments.

The capital expenditure budget for this year was set in Budget 2013 at €3.4 billion. Details 
regarding the breakdown of the capital budget by Department can be found in the Expendi-
ture Report published by my Department in December 2012 (http://www.budget.gov.ie/Bud-
gets/2013/2013.aspx ).
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As the Deputy will be aware, how Departments spend their individual capital budgets 
throughout the year is dependent on what particular projects and programmes they will prog-
ress in that year. Expenditure on capital projects typically occurs in large tranches at fixed mile-
stones, unlike current expenditure which is generally continuous throughout the year. In addi-
tion, public financial rules require that payments are only made on foot of matured liabilities, 
so payments are made on foot of work that has already been satisfactorily completed. For these 
reasons it would not be possible to either have a spread of even payments for projects through-
out the year or to “frontload” capital expenditure as payments cannot be made in advance of 
work being completed.

The profiling of monthly cash drawdown requirements from annual capital allocations is 
essentially an administrative exercise. For this reason employment and job creation are not 
factored into the exercise of profiling capital expenditure. However, they are taken into consid-
eration by the Government when setting the annual capital allocations, alongside considerations 
regarding the overall budgetary position, strategic investment needs and the benefits that will 
flow from investment.

12/02/2013WRL05700Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRL05800340. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost in-
curred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7393/13]

12/02/2013WRL05900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question no costs have been incurred by my Department in assessing means of 
individual citizens for any reason.

12/02/2013WRL06000Energy Conservation

12/02/2013WRL06100341. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an update on the phasing out of CFL bulbs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6677/13]

12/02/2013WRL06200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): On a point of 
clarification, compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) are not being phased out, but, along with other 
lamp technologies, are replacing incandescent bulbs.

EU Regulation 244/2009 of 18 March 2009 provided, inter alia, for the phasing out of in-
candescent lightbulbs on a staged basis, from 100W and over, to 25W and under, in the period 
between 1 September 2009 and 1 September 2012.

The purpose of the Regulation is to phase out inefficient incandescent lightbulbs throughout 
the Europe Union and replace them with more energy-efficient alternatives such as new im-
proved halogen lightbulbs, CFLs and LEDs. The aim of the Regulation is to save energy, limit 
CO2 emissions and help consumers save money in lower electricity bills without the loss of 
functionality.

The calendar of the phase-out in the Regulation was developed in such a way as to ensure 
that lamp manufacturers had the time to convert their incandescent bulb production lines to 
alternative improved lamp technologies.

From 1st September 2013, the Regulation will introduce enhanced functionality require-
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ments for CFLs and certain other lamps. 

Further information on EU Regulation (EC) 244/2009 is available on my Department’s 
website at 

http://www.djei.ie/trade/competitiveness/phasingoutofincandescentlightbulbs.htm.

12/02/2013WRM00150Work Permit Application Numbers

12/02/2013WRM00200342. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide, in tabular form, the number of work permits issued to non-EU nationals during 
the years 2011 and 2012; if he will provide a breakdown by employment sector for each; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6670/13]

12/02/2013WRM00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number 
of permits processed over the last two years broken down by economic sector are detailed in 
Appendix 1.

The numbers of employment permit applications submitted and issued have markedly 
dropped since 2008 in line with economic conditions and the narrowing of eligible job catego-
ries and sectors where it was considered that a sufficient supply of labour exists and this drop 
is reflected in the statistical returns for 2012 in comparison with those for the previous year.  It 
is anticipated that the rate of decline in applications will reduce following a number of changes 
currently being made to the Employment Permits system with a particular view to processing 
more applications in respect of highly skilled employees, especially in the ICT sector. Current 
indications are that there is a significant shortage of skilled employees in that sector. 

Indeed, it should be noted that 42% of new employment permits issued in 2012 were in 
respect of the ICT sector. Furthermore, over a third of all new employment permits issued were 
in respect of green card employment permits indicating the focus on highly skilled occupations.

Permits issued in 2012 by Economic Sector

Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Information 
Technology

1220 147 1367 87 35

Healthcare 384 250 634 87 18
Services 428 158 586 190 57
Catering 171 116 287 209 52
Financial 
Services

215 52 267 21 10

Manufactur-
ing

170 79 249 25 6

Agriculture 
and Fisheries

60 154 214 80 31

Education 58 32 90 13 2
Domestic 43 28 71 23 6
Retail 31 25 56 37 5
Sport 43 11 54 15 1
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Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Tourism 18 16 34 15 1
Entertain-
ment

20 7 27 5 14

Construction 20 6 26 10 2
Transport 21 5 26 7 4
Research 13 2 15 1 1
Legal Ser-
vices

3 0 3 2 0

Government 0 0 0 0 1
Total 2918 1088 4006 827 246
Permits issued in 2011 by Economic Sector

Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Healthcare 718 627 1345 147 62
Information 
Technology

1023 174 1197 73 27

Services 387 301 688 210 33
Catering 219 225 444 244 20
Manufactur-
ing

196 91 287 38 8

Agriculture 
and 
Fisheries

95 161 256 82 19

Financial 
Services

187 61 248 28 8

Retail 57 125 182 74 9
Tourism 62 76 138 40 4
Education 76 46 122 19 1
Domestic 41 76 117 30 2
Sport 42 13 55 8 4
Construction 33 15 48 9 3
Transport 14 13 27 13 1
Entertain-
ment

17 1 18 7 0

Research 8 9 17 6 0
Government 3 3 6 1 0
Legal Ser-
vices

1 4 5 1 0

Total 3179 2021 5200 1030 201

12/02/2013WRM00350Youth Enterprise Initiatives

12/02/2013WRM00400343. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if there have been any further discussions within his Department regarding the possibility of 
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a youth entrepreneurship fund being set up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6864/13]

12/02/2013WRM00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment continues to monitor the requirements of all business sectors regarding access to finance 
and in that context will continue to assess the needs of youth entrepreneurs in the light of the op-
eration of Microfinance Ireland, which opened for business on 1st October 2012.  Microfinance 
Ireland are providing support in the form of loans of up to €25,000, available to start-up, newly 
established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, with viable business 
propositions, that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks. The Fund has a 
significant entrepreneurship focus and is open to all age groups, including youth entrepreneurs.

As this new source of start-up financing has only been available a short number of months, 
I consider it premature to make any decision on further funding initiatives targeted at a specific 
category of entrepreneurs.  

Quarterly Progress Reports will be published on the Microfinance Ireland website www.
microfinanceireland.ie.  Microfinance Ireland are actively engaged in a publicity campaign to 
advertise their Loan Fund across the country, to ensure that all potential entrepreneurs who can-
not avail of bank credit are aware of the Fund.

12/02/2013WRM00550Corporate Governance

12/02/2013WRM00600344. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he has given consideration to the introduction of conditions in which retail multiples operating 
here would be required to publish their accounts, including profits on an annual basis; if he has 
examined the practices in other jurisdictions including the United Kingdom on this matter; and 
if there are any EU laws or regulations preventing such a statement.  [6878/13]

12/02/2013WRM00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The require-
ments regarding the preparation and publication of the accounts of limited companies and 
groups are determined by the First, Fourth and Seventh EU Company Law Directives and by 
the EU IFRS Regulations. These requirements are largely reflected in the Companies Act, 1963, 
the Companies (Amendment) Act 1986 and the European Communities (Companies: Group 
Accounts) Regulations 1992, as amended. The EU Eleventh Company Law Directive, imple-
mented as the European Communities (Branch Disclosures) Regulations, 1993, addresses the 
requirements applicable to branches of EEA companies. 

Irish subsidiaries of EEA companies can submit the audited group accounts of their par-
ent to the Registrar of Companies instead of their own individual accounts provided certain 
conditions are met. EEA companies that have an Irish branch are required to submit only the 
company accounts to the Registrar of Companies. Irish companies that are subsidiaries of EEA 
companies and which are themselves parent companies need not produce consolidated accounts 
provided certain conditions are met. There are similar provisions for subsidiaries of non-EEA 
companies. In such cases the consolidated accounts of the EEA or non-EEA group must be 
submitted to the Registrar of Companies.

I consider that a sector-specific disclosure regime such as that suggested would be open to 
accusations of discrimination and, were it to be required generally in the economy, could have 
implications in terms of business costs and attracting foreign direct investment. Accordingly, I 
have no plans to introduce specific disclosure requirements for retail multiples.
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12/02/2013WRM00750Enterprise Support Services Provision

12/02/2013WRM00800345. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views regarding a proposal to establish a business hub (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7103/13]

12/02/2013WRM00900Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
Sherlock): Enterprise Ireland, one of the Agencies under the remit of my Department, provides 
hands-on support and advice to entrepreneurs and early stage companies that have an innova-
tive product, service or technology, and have the potential to achieve exports sales and create 
employment.    EI offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients through 
all stages of the business development cycle.  These include:

Pre Investment Supports for High Potential Start-Ups (HPSUs)

  New Frontiers Entrepreneur Development Programme  

National incubation programme that offers successful applicants a package of supports to 
help accelerate their business development and to equip them with the skills to successfully 
start and grow a company.

  HPSU Feasibility Grant  

Used to investigate the viability and potential of an innovative/high potential start-up and 
the development of an Investor Ready Business Plan.

  Innovative HPSU Fund (Equity)  

The Innovative HPSU Fund allows Enterprise Ireland to offer equity investment to HPSU 
clients, on a co-funded basis to support the implementation of company business plans. First 
time and follow-on equity investments in HPSUs are supported under this offer.

  Mentor Grant  

Used to support the cost of a Mentor Assignment. Enterprise Ireland can match an entrepre-
neur with an experienced business mentor to assist the start-up phase or advise on specific areas 
of a company development plan. 

Innovation Voucher

Innovation Vouchers, worth €5,000, are available to assist a company to work with a reg-
istered college or knowledge provider to explore a business opportunity or technical problem.

  Internet Growth Acceleration Programme (iGAP)  

A 6 month intensive management development programme aimed exclusively at high po-
tential internet/games companies.

Anyone interested in exploring in detail the supports available from Enterprise Ireland can 
contact the Agency at www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/

In addition, Dublin City Enterprise Board (DCEB) can provide support for micro-enterprise 
in the start-up and expansion phases in order to promote and develop indigenous micro-enter-
prise potential and to stimulate economic activity at local level. This support can be either fi-
nancial and/or non-financial  in the form of Priming Grants, Business Expansion/Development 
Grants, Feasibility/Innovation Grants as well as a wide range of business advisory services  
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such as  Business Management, Mentoring, E-commerce, Enterprise Education and Women 
in Business networks. Anyone interested in exploring the supports available from DCEB can 
contact the Board at www.dceb.ie  

If the gentleman in question wishes to forward further details of his proposal to me, I would 
be happy to examine it further.

12/02/2013WRM00950Legislative Programme

12/02/2013WRM01000346. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when the 
Companies Bill will come before Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7172/13]

12/02/2013WRM01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Compa-
nies Bill 2012 was published on the 21 December 2012 and represents the largest substantive 
Bill in the history of the State.  The Bill consolidates the existing 16 Companies Acts, which 
date from 1963 to 2012, into one Act and it also introduces a number of reforms, which are 
designed to make it easier to operate a company in Ireland.  Set out across 25 Parts, the Bill 
contains 1,429 sections and 17 Schedules. 

Accommodation by the Houses of the Oireachtas of a Bill of the size and complexity of the 
Companies Bill presents very significant logistical challenges, and consideration is being given 
as to how this might most effectively be expedited. 

12/02/2013WRM01150Work Permit Appeals

12/02/2013WRM01200347. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an update on the renewal of a work permit in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7219/13]

12/02/2013WRM01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A work permit 
application was refused in this instance on 3rd June 2011 as new Employment Permit applica-
tions are normally only considered where it is established that a minimum salary of €30,000 per 
annum is on offer based on a 39 hour week and where the position on offer is one of the occupa-
tions currently eligible for a new employment permit. In addition it appeared from supporting 
documentation that insufficient efforts were made to recruit/train an Irish or EEA National for 
the position.

This refusal decision was subsequently appealed and the refusal decision was upheld on 
15th August 2011. There is no record of another application in respect of this person since then.

12/02/2013WRM01350Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRM01400348. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost in-
curred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7391/13]

12/02/2013WRM01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment does not assess the means of individual citizens on an annual basis and, therefore, no costs 
have been incurred in this respect.
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12/02/2013WRM01550Mortgage Arrears Proposals

12/02/2013WRM01600349. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
firm the date the independent mortgage advice function became operational; if she will provide 
details of the number of mortgage customers who have to date contacted the mortgage arrears 
information helpline; if she will provide details of the number of mortgage customers who have 
to date received advice from an accountant from the mortgage arrears information and advice 
service panel of accountants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7038/13]

12/02/2013WRM01700395. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of indepen-
dent financial advisors that have been appointed and that are in place providing advice as part 
of the new mortgage advice service launched last September; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7196/13]

12/02/2013WRM01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
349 and 395 together.

In September 2012 I announced a three-phased approach to establishing a comprehensive 
Mortgage Arrears Information and Advice Service, to provide the necessary supports to as-
sist people in mortgage distress.  The approach differentiates between mortgage information 
and mortgage advice. The first two elements involve the enhancement of the website www.
keepingyourhome.ie  and the establishment of a Mortgage Arrears Information Helpline within 
the Citizens Information Board (CIB), both of which focus on the provision of comprehensive 
mortgage arrears information in particular to people in arrears or pre-arrears. 

The third element of the service is the provision of independent financial advice to mortgage 
holders who are being presented with long term mortgage resolution proposals by their lend-
ers. This advice will be provided by a panel of accountants drawn from members of the main 
accountancy institutes in Ireland who have agreed to participate and support this independent 
service.

When a lender is proposing longer-term mortgage resolutions, the lender will advise the 
borrower to obtain independent financial advice on the proposed arrangement and, if the bor-
rower wishes to avail of this option, that the lender will pay €250 to an accountant of the bor-
rower’s choosing for the provision of this advice. The independent financial advice is available 
to all mortgage holders in respect of a mortgage secured on a primary residence who have been 
offered long-term forbearance options by their lenders.  An operating protocol for the provi-
sion of this advice has been agreed between the main accountancy bodies and the Irish Banking 
Federation. To date, some 2,700 accountants have confirmed to their accounting body that they 
wish to be part of the panel and their details are listed on a county by county basis on the web-
site www.keepingyourhome.ie.

Since its establishment, more than 2,400 people have contacted the Mortgage Arrears Infor-
mation Helpline while there have been over 56,000 visits to www.keepingyourhome.ie   since 
June 2012. The number of borrowers who have availed of the independent financial advice ser-
vice is not yet available.  The Central Bank of Ireland is engaging with lenders on the reporting 
requirements in relation to this new service and statistical information should be available at the 
end of quarter 1 this year.

Question No. 350 withdrawn.
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12/02/2013WRM01950Tax and Social Welfare Codes

12/02/2013WRM02000351. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
that gross rents are to be subjected to a 4% PRSI charge. [7225/13]

12/02/2013WRM02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In general unearned income in-
cluding rental income is subject to PRSI along with tax and USC. The rules which apply to the 
value of rental income for taxation purposes also apply to PRSI, with the exception of “capital 
allowances” which are not granted.

12/02/2013WRM02150Departmental Consultations

12/02/2013WRM02200352. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the in-
crease in calls to the St. Vincent de Paul in 2012; the engagement that she has had with the soci-
ety in order to pin point opportunities in which her Department may reform supports effectively 
in order to combat poverty; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6578/13]

12/02/2013WRM02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of my preparations for 
Budget 2013, I held a pre-Budget forum on 12 October 2012.  I invited thirty five community 
and voluntary groups to the forum, including the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP).  I lis-
tened carefully to their views and proposals in relation to Budget 2013 and the issues affecting 
the people who use their services.

In addition, the SVP is a member of the Department’s Technical Advisory Group, which was 
established under the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007-2016.  The group assists 
the Social Inclusion Division in the development and implementation of comprehensive data 
strategies and research to inform anti-poverty and social inclusion policies and practice and to 
facilitate improved monitoring of outcomes.  It identifies data sources, gaps and the most effec-
tive approaches to poverty measurement.  It advises on the on-going development of indicators 
and data to monitor poverty trends and targets. The group also promotes synergies, as appropri-
ate, between its activities, those of its constituent bodies and the activities of other bodies in this 
area, including work undertaken at EU and international level.

Finally, three SVP representatives are on the Department’s general mailing list for notice of 
events and publications.  They are sent advance notices and invitations to attend conferences, 
seminars, workshops, consultative meetings etc.  

I look forward to on-going engagement with the SVP, both on a Ministerial and Departmen-
tal level, in the year ahead.

12/02/2013WRM02350Departmental Reports

12/02/2013WRM02400353. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection when the report on the 
Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare, specifically in relation to child benefit, is expected 
to be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6582/13]

12/02/2013WRM02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Creating jobs and tackling poverty 
are two of the key challenges that Ireland now faces and it is essential that our tax and social 
protection systems play their part in addressing these issues.  To this end, and in line with com-
mitments contained in the Programme for Government, I established the Advisory Group on 
Tax and Social Welfare in 2011, with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and experience to 
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examine a number of specific issues and make cost effective proposals for improving employ-
ment incentives and achieving better poverty outcomes, particularly child poverty outcomes.

The Group’s overall method of working is based on producing modular reports on the prior-
ity areas identified in the terms of reference.  The Group commenced its work programme by 
prioritising the area of family and child income supports and subsequently submitted its report 
to me.  Since receiving the report I have been considering the Group’s findings and have held 
discussions with my Ministerial colleagues on the issues raised in the report.  I intend to publish 
the Advisory Group’s report on this issue in the near future.

12/02/2013WRM02550Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRM02600354. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for a review of the decision to refuse an application for domiciliary care allowance 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [6604/13]

12/02/2013WRM02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received on the 2nd October 2012.  This application was referred to 
one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who considered that the child was not medically eli-
gible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 8th November 2012 outlining the decision to re-
fuse the allowance. The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision.  

As part of the appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new information sup-
plied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined and 
will be forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office, if necessary.

12/02/2013WRM02750Disability Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRM02800355. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 377 of 29 January 2013 when a decision will be made on a disability allowance 
in respect of a person (details supplied). [6605/13]

12/02/2013WRM02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 20th February 2013.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 356 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRM03050Illness Benefit Appeals

12/02/2013WRM03100357. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection when 
a social welfare appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly will be pro-
cessed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6637/13]
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12/02/2013WRM03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work. An 
appeal was opened and in the context of that appeal her case was reviewed by a second Medical 
Assessor who also expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.

I am informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that, in the light of this second medical 
opinion, that office decided to afford her an opportunity of setting out the complete and up to 
date grounds of her appeal.  On receipt of her response the relevant departmental papers and the 
comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal will be requested 
from the Department and the appeal will then be referred to an Appeals Officer for consider-
ation.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister of Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 358 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRM03350Supplementary Welfare Allowance Eligibility

12/02/2013WRM03400359. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the ex-
tremely high cost of medical and dental treatment, and in view of the fact that some treatments 
are not covered by medical cards, if people who are on supplementary welfare allowance chose 
to have the treatment abroad because of the significant difference in the cost, that an exception 
be made to the rule that they can only leave the country for one two week period in any one year 
to allow them to avail of treatment abroad, which often needs a couple of follow up appoint-
ments; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6664/13]

12/02/2013WRM03500406. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
firm if rent allowance is paid to those in receipt of the benefit for holiday periods that are spent 
outside the State or for short periods of travel abroad caused by personal circumstances or ne-
cessity; if the regulations relative to this type of travel or absence from the State is explained 
to each recipient of rent allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7252/13]

12/02/2013WRM03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
359 and 406 together.

Supplementary welfare allowance (SWA), including rent supplement, is not normally pay-
able where a recipient is outside the State.  Recipients of SWA, including rent supplement, are 
advised to contact the officer dealing with their claim where there is a change in their circum-
stances. Information on the Department’s website states that rent supplement recipients should 
notify officers if they intend to leave the country, even for a short absence.

Questions Nos. 360 and 361 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRM03850Jobseeker’s Benefit Payments

12/02/2013WRM03900362. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will support 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [6699/13]

12/02/2013WRM04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has been 
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advised by her Social Welfare Local Office on a number of occasions of her obligations regard-
ing actively seeking employment as a condition of receiving jobseeker’s payments.  She failed 
to attend two scheduled appointments with her Case Officer under the Pathways to Work pro-
gramme on 18th and 24th January 2012.  As a consequence she was deemed to be in breach of 
her obligations and was put on a reduced rate of jobseeker’s benefit from 4th February 2012. 

Her payment may be restored to a higher rate if she re-engages with the process in a genuine 
manner. Should she wish to do so she should contact her Case Officer at the earliest opportunity.

12/02/2013WRM04050Disability Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRM04100363. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
on an appeal in relation to an application for disability allowance will be made in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6700/13]

12/02/2013WRM04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the 
appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to review 
the case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been fi-
nalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRM04250Public Services Card

12/02/2013WRM04300364. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection if the necessary 
provisions in relation to identification are made available to people who are not in possession 
of a driver’s licence or passport; if a national roll-out of public service ID cards will take place; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6701/13]

12/02/2013WRM04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion has developed, in conjunction with a number of other Government Departments, a rules 
based standard for establishing and authenticating an individual’s identity for the purposes of 
access to public services. This programme of work, which is known as the Standard Authentica-
tion Framework Environment or SAFE for short, also provided for the introduction of a Public 
Services Card (PSC) to enable individuals to gain access to public services more efficiently and 
with a minimum of duplication of effort, while at the same time preserving their privacy to the 
maximum extent possible.

A PSC is currently issued following a “face-to-face” registration process which involves the 
capture of an individual’s photograph and signature and the verification of identity data already 
held by the Department.  As part of the registration process, applicants are requested to provide 
documentation supporting the authentication of their identity.  This is most easily achieved 
through the presentation of secure photographic ID such as a passport, National Identity card, 
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driver’s licence etc.

The process does take into account that some people will not have such documents.    In 
the main, these will be UK or Irish nationals as others will require a valid passport or National 
ID card to be present in the jurisdiction.  The process for applicants without photo ID will take 
slightly longer as it involves a more in-depth interview focussing on the verification of personal 
information available to the Department.

The creation of a SAFE registration environment involves improving the technical con-
nectivity, installing new equipment and training staff in these offices to support the registration 
process. The registration process is now live in over 40 DSP Offices with 87 SAFE Stations 
in production and some 475 staff have been trained.  Approximately 125,000 PSCs have been 
issued to date.

The majority of these cards have been issued to new claimants for Jobseekers Benefit/Al-
lowance and applicants for a new PPS number in Local Offices that have been equipped to carry 
out SAFE registrations. 

A small number of PSCs have also been issued through a reduced registration process using 
information already available to the State such as a passport application.  During 2013 this pro-
cess will be extended to customers for whom a reduced process is appropriate.  With the range 
of registrations processes available, the number of PSCs to be produced from 2013 onwards 
will be significantly increased.

12/02/2013WRN00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

12/02/2013WRN00200365. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
the entitlements of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6716/13]

12/02/2013WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in full-
time education and is therefore unavailable for full-time employment.  As such he does not 
meet the criteria to qualify for a jobseeker’s payment or any other financial support from my 
Department.

  Question No. 366 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRN00450Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

12/02/2013WRN00500367. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
the entitlements of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. 

12/02/2013WRN00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in full-
time education and is therefore unavailable for full-time employment.  As such he does not 
meet the criteria to qualify for a jobseeker’s payment or any other financial support from my 
Department.

  Question No. 368 withdrawn.
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12/02/2013WRN00750Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/02/2013WRN00800369. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in determination of an appeal for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Wicklow; when a decision on this case decision is expected; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6797/13]

12/02/2013WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This department received a claim 
for invalidity pension from the person concerned on 30 March 2012.  The medical evidence 
provided by the claimant in support of his claim was examined by a medical assessor who was 
of the opinion, based on the evidence provided, that the person concerned is not eligible for 
invalidity pension as he does not satisfy the medical criteria.  The application for invalidity pen-
sion was disallowed by a deciding officer.  The person in question was notified of this decision 
and the reason for it on 7 June 2012.

The person concerned appealed the decision and submitted further medical evidence with 
his appeal.  This additional evidence, along with the original information, was evaluated by a 
different medical assessor who expressed the opinion that the person concerned does not satisfy 
the medical criteria.  His file and all relevant papers are being sent to the independent Social 
Welfare Appeals Office for determination.

12/02/2013WRN00950Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRN01000370. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection if his Department is pay-
ing rent allowance to the residents of a property (details supplied) in Dublin 8; if so, if the land-
lord is registered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [6798/13]

12/02/2013WRN01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While the Department is willing 
to assist the Deputy in relation to an individual customer’s social welfare entitlement, it is not 
in a position to disclose this type of personal information.  The Department works closely with 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), which operates under the aegis of the Depart-
ment of Environment, Community and Local Government, to help ensure that rent supplement 
tenancies comply with the statutory system of tenancy regulation and safeguards.  The Depart-
ment advises the PRTB of all new rent supplemented tenancies to assist them in implementing 
tenancy regulations and co-operates in any initiatives taken by the PRTB to ensure compliance 
with the provisions of the Residential Tenancies Act.

Specific queries in relation to registration compliance by landlords with the PRTB are a mat-
ter for my colleague the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.

  Question No. 371 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRN01250Respite Care Grant Appeals

12/02/2013WRN01300372. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she 
has received an appeal for a respite care grant in respect of a person (details supplied); when the 
appeal will be answered; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6863/13]

12/02/2013WRN01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that no appeal has been received by that office in respect of the person con-
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cerned.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRN01450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRN01500373. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6880/13]

12/02/2013WRN01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This application for carer’s allow-
ance for the person concerned was awarded on the 23rd of August 2012 at the rate of €151.30 
per week from 13th of October 2011.  The person in question was assessed with weekly means 
of €89.10 per week.  The person concerned has appealed this decision.  All relevant papers 
have been prepared and will be sent to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) today.  The 
SWAO, in due course, will be in touch with the person in question regarding the progress of the 
appeal.

  Question No. 374 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRN01750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRN01800375. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow will have a decision on an appeal for carer’s allowance; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [6889/13]

12/02/2013WRN01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 27th 
November 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 376 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRN02050Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRN02100377. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will issue on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6897/13]

12/02/2013WRN02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14th June 
2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
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These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 04th February 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRN02250Disability Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRN02300378. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when payment of dis-
ability allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [6899/13]

12/02/2013WRN02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
22nd January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRN02450Community Employment Schemes Places

12/02/2013WRN02500379. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the 
additional community employment scheme places announced in Budget 2013 are to be allo-
cated to existing schemes or if they may be used to create new schemes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7039/13]

12/02/2013WRN02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Existing CE schemes can benefit 
from the additional CE places announced in Budget 2013.  Schemes may apply for additional 
places in the normal way to their local Social Welfare Office.  This can be done at the project 
roll-over date.  The rationale and target group for the additional places should be detailed in 
the application submitted.  Projects that are in mid-term can also make a submission to the lo-
cal office by completing an application for additional places with details of the added-value to 
jobseekers in the area and to the work of the scheme.  This process has already commenced 
nationally.

The additional CE places can also be used to create a new scheme.  All proposals for new 
CE schemes should be sent to the local Community Services Unit of the Department setting out 
their project plan.  There is an opportunity here to encourage innovation, new approaches and 
models of delivery from organisations who are experienced in addressing the needs of long-
term unemployed.  Approximately 100 places will be reserved for such proposals.  However, 
this will be reviewed on the basis of the quality of applications received.

  Question No. 380 withdrawn.
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12/02/2013WRN02750Rental Accommodation Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRN02800381. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
rent allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7056/13]

12/02/2013WRN02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The husband of the person con-
cerned was informed by my Department in June 2012 that he and his family would have to 
source alternative accommodation as his rent payable was above the limit, as set in legislation, 
of €900 for his family size.  Their appropriate accommodation need, having regard to family 
size and circumstances, is deemed to be a 3 bedroomed house, many of which are available in 
this area at the required limit.  Despite being afforded ample time to find alternative accommo-
dation, this family appears to have refused offers of 3 bedroomed houses from the local agent 
as their preference is for a 4 bedroomed house.

Despite representations from my Department, the present landlord has refused to the reduce 
the rent for the family’s present accommodation to the required limit for rent allowance, and 
on 8th January 2013 gave the family one month’s notice to leave his property.  However, in an 
effort to facilitate this family as far as possible and prevent any possibility of homelessness, we 
have come to an arrangement with their landlord whereby if they find alternative accommoda-
tion at the required limit by March, my Department will pay the arrears due to the landlord for 
January and February.  We have been as flexible as we can be with this family, and given them 
ample time to resolve their accommodation difficulties.

12/02/2013WRN02950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRN03000382. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[7057/13]

12/02/2013WRN03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRN03150Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/02/2013WRN03200383. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an up-
date on an application for invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7061/13]

12/02/2013WRN03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 28th 
December 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
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hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRN03350Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/02/2013WRN03400384. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7063/13]

12/02/2013WRN03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
17th January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 385 to 387, inclusive, withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRO00150Illness Benefit Appeals

12/02/2013WRO00200388. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an illness benefit 
will be paid in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7098/13]

12/02/2013WRO00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.    

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRO00350Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/02/2013WRO00400389. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a file from 
the invalidity pension section will be forwarded to the appeals office in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7099/13]

12/02/2013WRO00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
8 February 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
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social welfare entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 390 to 393, inclusive, withdrawn.  

12/02/2013WRO00650Community Employment Scheme Numbers

12/02/2013WRO00700394. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will out-
line, since January 2012, the decline in the numbers on community employment programmes; 
if she will further outline for the same period the decline in numbers on the special status drugs 
rehabilitation community employment programmes; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7189/13]

12/02/2013WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Table 1 outlines the number of 
participants on Community Employment, including the number on drug rehabilitation places, 
in the period January 2012 to January 2013.

Table 1: Monthly Breakdown of Participation on Community Employment

Year CE Overall Total Participation on 
Drug Rehabilitation 
Places

2012 - -
January 23,716 824
February 23,386 793
March 23,219 853
April 23,204 844
May 23,185 818
June 22,948 807
July 22,865 789
August 22,726 774
September 22,636 753
October 22,554 763
November 22,492 816
December 22,445 824
2013 - -
January 22,444 830
Change -1,272 +6

Overall Table 1 shows a decline of 1,272 participants on CE in the period January 2012 to 
January 2013. The number of participants on drug rehabilitation places, over the same period, 
shows a slight increase of seven.

The Department is committed to the full utilisation of CE places for 2013.  An improved 
referral process for jobseekers and other eligible groups for CE is being put in place to ensure 
that available places are utilised.

The Department continues its commitment to getting people back to work as set out in the 
Programme for Government and the Pathways to Work documents. The overall number of plac-
es available under CE has been increased by 2,000 to 25,300 (including supervisors) in 2013 
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with a budget of circa €352 million.  This additional allocation includes a priority been given to 
applicants who are referred to a CE drugs rehabilitation place.  The take-up of CE places will be 
closely monitored.  The Department is committed to reforming CE to ensure value for money, 
progression of the job seeker and support for community services.

  Question No. 395 answered with Question No. 349.

12/02/2013WRO00950Child Benefit Payments

12/02/2013WRO01000396. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
the total expenditure on child benefit in January 2013 as recorded in the January 2013 Exche-
quer Statement and if she will provide the equivalent figure for January 2012.  [7207/13]

12/02/2013WRO01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): The total 
expenditure amounts on child benefit were as follows:

Month €
January 2013 155,818,770
January 2012 166,187,714

These figures are provisional and subject to audit by the Office of the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General.

12/02/2013WRO01150Social Insurance Yield

12/02/2013WRO01200397. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
the total PRSI receipts in January 2013, as recorded in the January 2013 Exchequer Statement; 
if she will provide the equivalent figure for January 2012. [7208/13]

12/02/2013WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is set out as follows:

Year Exchequer Statement Social Insurance Fund
- PRSI Receipts PRSI Receipts
Jan 2013 €600,000,000 €605,000,000
Jan 2012 €622,000,000 €620,000,000

There may be marginal differences between PRSI receipts presented in the Exchequer State-
ment and the final amount received by the Social Insurance Fund as the Exchequer Statement is 
computed on the third last working day of each month and includes an estimate to month end.

112/02/2013WRP00200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRP00300398. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made in relation to a carer’s application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7216/13]

12/02/2013WRP00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th June 
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 04th February 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRP00500State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

12/02/2013WRP00600399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 429 of 5 February 2013, if she will investigate the contribution record of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7220/13]

12/02/2013WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned reached 
pension age on 7 April 2012. According to the records of the Department, she has a total of 303 
full-rate paid contributions and 26 credited contributions from 1971 to 2012 which is insuffi-
cient to meet the minimum paid 520 contributions condition for a State pension (contributory). 
In addition, her yearly average of eight contributions is also insufficient. Accordingly her pen-
sion claim was disallowed and she was notified of this decision on 18 June 2012.

A social welfare inspector has recently contacted the person concerned and has established 
that her employment as a school teacher from 1968 to 1969 was on a permanent pensionable 
basis with the social insurance paid during this period at a modified rate. Therefore, it cannot be 
used in an assessment for State pension (contributory) entitlement. Her other period of employ-
ment 6 months, even if deemed insurable, would not be sufficient to increase her overall record 
in order to satisfy the qualifying conditions. 

12/02/2013WRP00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

12/02/2013WRP00900400. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7234/13]

12/02/2013WRP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 26th October 
2011. The person concerned was refused carer’s allowance on the grounds that the care recipi-
ent is not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations. She 
was notified of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review or appeal. Additional 
medical evidence was received on 2nd of August 2012 and forwarded to the Department’s 
medical assessor for consideration. However, this information did not alter the opinion of the 
deciding officer and the decision remained unchanged. A letter issued to the person in question 
on 4th of February 2013 confirming the refusal of the allowance and informing her of her right 
of appeal.

  Question No. 401 withdrawn.
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12/02/2013WRP01200Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRP01300402. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on an appeal in relation to the decision to refuse a person (details supplied) in County 
Longford supplementary welfare allowance; if she will review this case on grounds of serious 
family hardship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7236/13]

12/02/2013WRP01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off, exceptional and unforeseen expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. There is no automatic 
entitlement to a payment.  ENPs are payable at the discretion of the officers administering the 
scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstanc-
es of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need of assistance.  The 
Government has provided over €47 million for the scheme in 2013.  

A review of the guidelines on exceptional needs payments was carried out by the Depart-
ment by a working group made up of former community welfare service staff. One of the 
recommendations emanating from this review is to address the different approaches taken, in 
different areas, in relation to the payment of exceptional needs payments in respect of religious 
ceremonies, mainly Communions and Confirmations. 

For 2013, the Department has recommended that payment of the allowance specifically in 
respect of religious ceremonies will cease ensuring that the ENP scheme will continue to re-
spond to specific need and not to the occasion.  This recommendation does not affect the discre-
tion available to officers administering the scheme in issuing an ENP to assist an individual or 
household in any particular hardship situation which may arise. 

The person concerned made an application on 16th   January, 2013 for an ENP in respect of 
a religious ceremony.   The application was refused and the person was advised that they may 
seek a review of this decision by another officer in the Department.   However, no such review 
has been sought to date.

  Questions No. 403 to 405, inclusive, withdrawn.

  Question No. 406 answered with Question No. 359.

12/02/2013WRP01800Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRP01900407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will indicate 
the progress made to date in determination of an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[7258/13]

12/02/2013WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that, following receipt of the relevant Departmental papers including the com-
ments of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal, the case was referred to an Appeals 
Officer for consideration.  The Appeals Officer has referred the case back to the Department for 
clarification on certain matters.  On receipt of their response, the appeal will be further consid-
ered by the Appeals Officer.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decision on 
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social welfare entitlements. 

  Question No. 408 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRP02200Child Benefit Payments

12/02/2013WRP02300409. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular format, the number of non-nationals, their country of origin, and the con-
stituency wherein they are registered, who are living outside the country and are in receipt of 
children’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7283/13]

12/02/2013WRP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total number of people cur-
rently being paid child benefit in respect of children who are resident in other EU States is 
4,842, with payment being made in respect of 7692 children. 

A breakdown by country of origin or residence of the children is not available. The informa-
tion requested is not held on a constituency basis.

12/02/2013WRP02500Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/02/2013WRP02600410. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7351/13]

12/02/2013WRP02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
29th   January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

12/02/2013WRP02800Invalidity Pension Appeals

12/02/2013WRP02900411. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update with regard to an application for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 11; if she will expedite a decision on this application in view of the financial 
hardship that this delay is causing this person. [7352/13]

12/02/2013WRP03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
16th   January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements. 
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12/02/2013WRP03100Disability Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRP03200412. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update with regard to an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 11. [7353/13]

12/02/2013WRP03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 14th   
January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 413 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRP03500Disability Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRP03600414. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a dis-
ability allowance appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7363/13]

12/02/2013WRP03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 415 withdrawn.

12/02/2013WRP03900Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WRP04000416. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the allocation, 
with subsequent outturn, for the special initiative for Travellers, FAS SIT, for each year 2008, 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the allocation for 2013; and the number of Traveller participants 
for each year.  [7404/13]

12/02/2013WRP04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Special Initiative for Travel-
lers (SIT) was introduced in 2005 to provide support for practical approaches to redressing the 
imbalance in Traveller under-employment, to support Travellers already engaged in the Travel-
ler economy and provide other supports, including training, to address the needs of Travellers.  
Responsibility for the programme transferred from FÁS to the Department of Social Protection 
on 1st January 2012.  The programme focused on providing job search, job coaching and other 
supports for individual Travellers, and assisting with enterprise development.  Data reported by 
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FÁS for 2008 to 2011 is set out in the table.  

Annual data 2008 2009 2010 2011
- FÁS FÁS FÁS FÁS
Allocation €1.5m €1m €0.75m €0.75m
Out-turn €0.96m €0.51m €0.63m €0.38m
No. engaged 
with service

645 459 611 570

The implementation of the SIT underwent a significant change in 2011 resulting in a broad 
number of the actions being integrated into the core work of the contracting agents with a re-
duction in the level of expenditure.  The funding provision for 2012 was €750,000 with the final 
outturn likely to be similar to 2011.  The numbers of claims and  Travellers supported in 2012 
are currently being finalised.  The provision for 2013 is €750,000.

12/02/2013WRP04200Community Employment Schemes Places

12/02/2013WRP04300417. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
Travellers identified as participants in community employment in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 
2012. [7418/13]

12/02/2013WRP04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is not possible to state the actual 
number of Community Employment (CE) participants that are members of the Travelling Com-
munity, as there is no obligation on a Traveller to identify themselves as such for CE purposes. 
A Traveller can be in receipt of a standard CE-qualifying social welfare payment and therefore 
be recorded under that eligibility category. 

However, there is provision in the Department’s IT systems to record Traveller-specific eli-
gibility categories where the person choses to be recorded as such, e.g. persons referred on from 
Traveller Training Centres to CE positions, or Travellers on the Live Register. 

Of those who chose to be categorised under Traveller-specific eligibility types, the follow-
ing are the figures for the years in question:

Year No.
2008 96
2009 78
2010 75
2011 108
2012 164
January 2013 170

12/02/2013WRP04500Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WRP04600418. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the level of 
funding provided for national Traveller Money Advice and Budgeting Services in 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012 with the subsequent outturn and allocation for 2013.  [7419/13]

12/02/2013WRP04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The annual grant allocation to the 
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National Traveller Money Advice and Budgeting Service for each of the years in question is set 
out in the table below:

Year Funding Allocated Actual funding 
drawn down by  
the company

2008 261,829 261,829
2009 307,010 307,939
2010 322,543 322,543
2011 318,999 255,671
2012 345,371 348,671

Since 2009, the Citizens Information Board (CIB) has responsibility for the provision of 
funding to the National Traveller Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS). In 2011 the 
allocation was reduced by €63,000 to take account of a surplus that had been built up by the 
company. In 2012, additional staff costs primarily account for the increased allocation. The 
2013 allocation has not yet been approved by the Board. It is expected that the allocation will 
be approved before the end of February and I will advise the Deputy in due course.

12/02/2013WRP04800Wildlife Protection

12/02/2013WRP04900419. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
his attention has been drawn to the concerns of persons subject to lamping on their lands; the 
protection, if any, his Department may provide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7367/13]

12/02/2013WRP05000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Lamping is 
the practice of hunting animals at night, in most cases of deer.  It is illegal to hunt animals at 
night under the Wildlife Acts, save where specific exemptions are provided under licence.

My Department is aware of the illegal killing of deer in certain areas of the country, both 
during the day and at night. Staff from my Department have carried out increased number of 
patrols, including night patrols, where there has been incidents of increased illegal deer killings.  
Persons involved in such illegal activity are, of course, subject to prosecution.

Where applications are being made under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to cull deer, the 
use of lamps to carry out this activity at night may be considered, subject to certain conditions. 
Such permission is only given where there are substantial practical difficulties with effective 
culling over large areas by daylight. 

12/02/2013WRP05100Special Areas of Conservation Designation

12/02/2013WRP05200420. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions No. 292 of 7 February 2012, No. 249 of 8 May 2012, No. 395 
of 3 July 2012 and No. 156 24th October 2012 the progress that has been made on this case; 
when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6730/13]

12/02/2013WRP05300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The indi-
vidual referred to in the Deputy’s Question has applied to sell his interest in land within a site 
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designated as a special area of conservation, under the voluntary bog purchase scheme admin-
istered by my Department. Contracts for sale have been signed by an official of my Department 
recently and these contracts and a deposit have been forwarded to the Chief State Solicitor’s 
Office. I expect that the Chief State Solicitor’s Office will be in contact with the solicitor acting 
for this individual in the near future with a view to closing the sale. 

12/02/2013WRQ00031Census of Population Publication

12/02/2013WRQ00037421. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide an update on his plans to release the 1926 census. [6817/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00043Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment is continuing to work with the National Archives of Ireland and the Central Statistics Of-
fice with a view to progressing the preparatory work necessary to enable the publication of the 
1926 Census in line with prevailing legislation. 

12/02/2013WRQ00050Harbours and Piers Expenditure

12/02/2013WRQ00100422. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the position regarding an application for a grant to extend the pier at an area (details supplied) 
in County Donegal. [7049/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): On receipt of an application from Donegal County Council in 2008, my De-
partment allocated a grant of €240,185 to enable the Council to appoint consulting engineers 
to prepare contract documents towards the development of the pier in question. This work has 
since been completed. My Department understands that Donegal County Council has not as yet 
received a foreshore licence for the proposed development and therefore no formal application 
has been made to my Department for funding to extend the pier.

12/02/2013WRQ00250Údarás na Gaeltachta Properties

12/02/2013WRQ00300423. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the lo-
cation of all Údarás premises in counties Mayo, Galway, Waterford, Cork and Meath; if he will 
provide the breakdown by county; the size of these premises; when they were last occupied; 
the name of the occupying company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7282/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I can confirm that Údarás na Gaeltachta has been requested to supply all infor-
mation relevant to the Question. The Deputy will appreciate, however, that the details sought 
by him are extensive and it has not been possible to collate them in the time available.  I can 
assure the Deputy that the information will be forwarded to him directly as soon as it becomes 
available.      

12/02/2013WRQ00413Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRQ00425424. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the cost in-
curred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual 
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basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7383/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00437Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
that my Department does not carry out any assessment of means of any individual.

12/02/2013WRQ00450Fisheries Protection

12/02/2013WRQ00500425. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider instituting a compensation package for the Waterford estuary 
salmon fishermen similar to the 2006 package. [7064/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00600426. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the criteria for salmon conservation on the River Barrow. [7065/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00700427. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on salmon conservation targets for the Barrow, Nore and Suir rivers. 
[7066/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00800428. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if drift net salmon fishing will resume on the Waterford estuary if conservation stock 
targets have been met. [7067/13]

12/02/2013WRQ00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 425 to 428, inclusive, together. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Salmon Hardship Scheme he refers to was introduced by the 
state following a decision to stop the commercial salmon mixed stock fishery in the sea. 

The scheme closed for applications on 31st December 2007.  This scheme was targeted at 
commercial salmon fishermen who were active in the fishery at the time and funding was pro-
vided to fishermen for them to leave the fishery and diversify into some new activity. 

The scheme was wound up in 2008 and all funds have been expended.  The Deputy will 
also appreciate that in the current financial circumstances there is no prospect of revisiting such 
a scheme.

Conditions of the scheme included that nets had to be verifiably decommissioned to the 
satisfaction of the local Regional Fisheries Board and that no new licence would issue. 

This scheme was administered by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) and an independent appeals 
officer appointed for any applicant that was aggrieved by the decision of BIM. 

The scheme was introduced because of Ireland’s requirement to comply with national and 
international legislation and obligations which meant a closure of the drift net fishery. 

There were approximately 67 fishermen in the Waterford estuary who chose not to avail of 
the scheme.  These fishermen had previously held public fishing licenses. 

I am advised that the Waterford estuary is currently below its conservation limit and there-
fore there is no permitted salmon fishery in the estuary. Any future decision on a fishery could 
only be taken in the context of the estuary being above its conservation limit and at that stage 
national and international legislation and other obligations would have to be considered. 

Salmon conservation limits are set similarly for all of Ireland’s 142 salmon rivers.  The ad-
vice of the Standing Scientific Committee has regard to a range of considerations, principally, 
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the size of the river (wetted area) and the latitude.

Other factors specific to each river include the proportion of one sea winter salmon and 
multi sea winter salmon in the population, and the average weight of these salmon. 

Other inputs to calculating conservation limits nationally are proportions of male and fe-
male salmon and average numbers of eggs per female fish.  The number of eggs required to 
spawn a given area of river is calculated from index rivers and then used to calculate the egg 
requirement on all other rivers.

The total egg requirement is then calculated for each specific river using the river’s wetted 
area and latitude.  This total egg requirement is then calculated as total adult spawning salmon 
required (the conservation limit), split into a spawning requirement for one sea winter and multi 
sea winter salmon.

I am advised that the independent Standing Scientific Committee (SSC) for salmon revised 
the conservation limits for all rivers for the 2013 scientific advice. 

New estimates of river wetted area were made in 2012 and the wetted area estimate of 
the River Barrow increased from 649 to 760 hectares.  However, the proportion of multi sea 
winter salmon designated for the Barrow increased to 39%.  Overall, these changes resulted in 
the salmon conservation limit of the Barrow reducing from 12,117 salmon in 2012 to 11,737 
salmon from 2013 onwards. 

The SSC have advised that salmon conservation limits will not be revised for a period of 
five years.  The achievement of the salmon conservation limit on the Barrow has been assessed 
previously using declared rod catch up to 2006 when the river was open to angling. Since then, 
catchment wide-electrofishing has been used to assess the levels of juvenile salmon throughout 
the catchment. 

The SSC advice for 2013 was the Barrow is failing to meet its conservation limit but the 
river has been opened for catch and release angling in 2013 which will provide data on the 
strength of the salmon stock.

Salmon conservation limits for the Suir and Nore are set on a similar basis to that of the Bar-
row but using the wetted area and latitude for the Suir and Nore specifically.

The Waterford estuary has a number of rivers entering the sea in the same area.  Prior to any 
commercial fishing being permitted in the estuary area it will be necessary for all the waters in 
the vicinity of the fishing location to be in surplus at the same time and for genetic analysis to 
have confirmed that no other stocks are mixed in the area. 

If genetic assessment proves that the stocks in the area are specific to local rivers only, and 
that analysis shows that these stocks are above their conservation limit with a surplus available 
for exploitation, consideration could be given to a commercial fishery.

12/02/2013WRQ00950Angling Season

12/02/2013WRQ01000429. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will bring forward the date for the opening of the angling season on a river 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7070/13]

12/02/2013WRQ01075Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government(Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I can inform the Deputy that, as each river has a 
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genetically unique stock, Ireland’s salmon rivers are managed on an individual basis by Inland 
Fisheries Ireland (IFI).  Available surpluses (if any) of salmon are calculated for each individual 
river annually.

The annual surplus of salmon available on the River Maine is divided between the com-
mercial and recreational anglers.  I am advised by IFI that any extension (earlier opening) of 
the recreational angling season would need to be based on robust scientific analysis of available 
surplus, catch returns, counter information, run timing, exploitation rates etc.  With the majority 
of these parameters the time series of available data is considered by IFI to be too short to draw 
any meaningful scientific conclusions and therefore, in line with the conservation imperative, 
based on the precautionary principle, no recommendation can be made for an extension to the 
salmon angling season at this time.

The independent Standing Scientific Committee (SSC) for salmon provide advice on the 
criteria that should be evaluated when considering a proposal for an extension to the angling 
season in any salmon catchment.

12/02/2013WRQ01150Alternative Energy Projects

12/02/2013WRQ01200430. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will prioritise the funding of a cable connection to the wave test site off the 
coast of Belmullet, County Mayo, in order to make it operational in view of the fact that the lack 
of a full scale test site is causing the country to be left behind other countries in the research and 
development of wave machines with the loss of associated employment/business opportunities 
notwithstanding the fact that we have some of the best wave energy in the world; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6607/13]

12/02/2013WRQ01300431. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources when he expects the designated wave test site off the coast of Belmullet, County 
Mayo, to become operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6608/13]

12/02/2013WRQ01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 430 and 431 together.   

Any funding as referred to by the Deputy would have to be provided for from the existing 
multi-annual capital envelope for my Department.  In the years 2013-2015 this amounts to some 
€254.4 million in capital investment funds to meet all capital requirements for my Department 
including areas such as energy efficiency and broadband schemes.  As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, this level of available resources will require prioritisation in terms of specific allocations.

Wave energy technology is still at the research, development and demonstration stage glob-
ally.  The Ocean Energy Development Unit (OEDU) in the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) is working to take forward Ireland’s ocean energy programme, in line with the 
Government’s commitment to realise the long term economic potential of Ireland’s wave and 
tidal energy resources.  In that context SEAI is working closely with the Marine Institute and 
my Department as well as the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment.

SEAI is working in conjunction with ESBI, the Marine Institute and other stakeholders 
to establish a grid connected Atlantic Marine Energy Test Site Facility (AMETS) located off 
Annagh Head, west of Belmullet in County Mayo.  The test site will be a key enabler for the 
development of an ocean energy industry in Ireland.  An exploratory foreshore licence was 
granted to SEAI in September 2009, which enabled site investigation works to commence at the 
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planned test site location.  A foreshore lease application was submitted in December 2011 and 
SEAI has been working with the Foreshore Unit of the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government – the application is currently in the final stages of consideration 
by the Foreshore Unit and it is expected that this will be concluded in the first half of 2013.  An 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) carried out for the project has also been published.

Developing the test site remains a key part of Ireland’s Ocean Energy Strategy to ensure that 
Ireland is a competitive player in the European ocean energy arena and in December I granted 
consent to SEAI to purchase the site on which the substation for the Mayo test site is to be 
constructed.

Further developments at the site will be made within the context of the prioritisation of 
available resources as referred to at the outset of my reply taking full account of the Ocean 
Energy Strategy.  

12/02/2013WRQ01450Energy Policy Review

12/02/2013WRQ01500432. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the terms of trading agreed with the British Government pursuant to the Memo-
randum of Understanding for the export of electricity generated from wind energy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6611/13]

12/02/2013WRQ01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation that UK Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, Edward Davey and I signed on 24 January will result in comple-
tion of consideration of how Irish renewable energy resources, onshore and offshore, might 
be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the United Kingdom.  This will determine 
whether it is beneficial for both countries to enter into an Inter-Governmental Agreement under 
the Renewable Energy Directive to provide for renewable energy trading.

The terms of trading in the context of an Inter-Governmental Agreement are among the mat-
ters to be addressed in the coming year. A key principle in this consideration would be to ensure 
no financial cost or risk to the Irish State or consumer.  

12/02/2013WRQ01650Online Business Voucher Scheme

12/02/2013WRQ01700433. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the proposal made by Eircom to ComReg to reduce 
telephone line rental; if he will ensure that this proposal, if approved, will be applicable to all 
customers irrespective of location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6942/13]

12/02/2013WRQ01800435. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will intervene with Eircom regarding a proposal (details supplied) to drop the 
price of telephone line rental by €4 per month to its customers in cities and towns as part of the 
broadband roll out in order to extend this €4 reduction to all its customers countrywide to also 
include its 440,000 rural customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7182/13]

12/02/2013WRQ01900436. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will take the steps to instruct the telecommunications regulator, ComReg, to 
reject the attempt by Eircom to discriminate against rural dwellers by reducing the price of 
telephone line rental by €4 per month specifically for customers in cities and towns as part of 
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their broadband roll-out plans; if he will ensure that the same reduction will be afforded to rural 
dwellers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7187/13]

12/02/2013WRQ02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 433, 435 and 436 together. 

In June 2012 the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) extended  un-
til June 2014, a universal service obligation (USO) addressed to Eircom, which among other 
things,  requires that line rental for basic fixed line telephone services is available to end users 
at a standard price across the country. There are no proposals to amend this obligation.

Separately, ComReg published a decision (ref. no., 13/14) on its website last week, which 
allows Eircom greater flexibility in setting wholesale rates for bundled services  offered to its 
competitors at telephone exchanges where there is already active competition among service 
providers and/or exchanges where next generation access  services are available.  The retail 
price for basic fixed line telephone services is not altered as a consequence of the decision and 
remains at a standard price across the country in line with Eircom’s universal service obligation.  
This was an independent decision reached by ComReg in accordance with its mandate.  I had 
no statutory function in the process.  

12/02/2013WRQ02050Broadband Services Provision

12/02/2013WRQ02100434. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the progress made in bringing broadband to rural areas (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7179/13]

12/02/2013WRQ02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been liberalised since 1999 and since then has devel-
oped into a well-regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing 
services over a diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available 
on a County-by-County basis can be found on the website of the Commission for Communica-
tions Regulation (ComReg) at www.callcosts.ie.

The Government has undertaken a number of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of 
the country where operators have been unable to offer services on a commercial basis.

The State only becomes involved in the provision of services in instances of clear market 
failure, such as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS).  My Department entered 
into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for the delivery of the NBS.  
The Scheme offers a basic broadband service, in line with EU State aid clearance, to fixed resi-
dences and businesses located within certain designated Electoral Divisions.

In County Meath, NBS services are available within 18 of its 92 Electoral Divisions.  The 
area of Kilbride was excluded from the NBS as it was deemed, at the time of the comprehensive 
mapping exercise carried out prior to the launch of the Scheme, to be already served by at least 
one private operator.  Under EU State Aid rules, the NBS is prohibited from providing a service 
in served areas where to do so would give rise to an unacceptable level of market distortion.

The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched last year in recognition of the fact that 
despite the widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained indi-
vidual premises that were unable to receive broadband provision.  This Scheme was aimed at 
making a basic broadband service available to un-served premises in rural areas, not already 
covered by the NBS.  Commercial service providers were in a position to offer services to al-
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most all applicants under the Scheme who agreed to engage with them, including applicants 
from County Meath.  In addition to consumer services, there are State-funded Metropolitan 
Area Networks in Navan, Dunboyne, Clonee, Dunsaughlin, Kells and Trim.  These networks 
provide high capacity fibre connectivity for businesses and telecoms operators in the region.

The combination of private investment and State interventions means that Ireland has met 
the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a basic broadband service 
available to all areas by 2013, and the focus is now on accelerating the roll out of high speed 
services.  

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at 
least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s 
target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and 
businesses as possible.  

Specifically, it commits to: 70Mbps to 100Mbps available from the commercial market 
operators to more than half of the population by 2015; At least 40Mbps, and in many cases 
faster speeds, to at least a further 20% and potentially as much as 35% of the population; and A 
minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market opera-
tors indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popula-
tion by 2015.

The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed services, particu-
larly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing 
in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the 
market.

My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broad-
band over the coming years.  This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be 
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  It will also form a 
critical input to an EU State Aid application in respect of any State-led intervention. 

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds re-
ferred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including Kilbride and other rural areas in 
County Meath, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity. 

Questions Nos. 435 and 436, inclusive, answered with Question No. 433.

12/02/2013WRQ02250Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRQ02300437. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the cost incurred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any 
reason on an annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7385/13]

12/02/2013WRQ02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is not involved in any means testing of indi-
viduals.  

12/02/2013WRQ02450Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

12/02/2013WRQ02500438. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if women who flee domestic violence situations in their own homes are entitled 
to be placed on a social housing waiting list; the legislation this is governed by; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6883/13]

12/02/2013WRQ02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are a range of services available to deal with needs 
arising in cases of domestic violence, both in terms of protection of the abused partner and any 
children, and any need for emergency accommodation. Persons who are subjected to domestic 
violence do not need to go on the general housing waiting lists to avail of short-term emer-
gency housing.Where a social housing assessment is an appropriate longer-term response to a 
case of domestic violence, the household concerned may be determined to be in need of social 
housing support where, in accordance with the 2011 social housing assessment regulations, a 
housing authority considers that the household’s current accommodation is unsuitable in terms 
of adequate housing provision, having regard to particular household circumstances or on ex-
ceptional medical or compassionate grounds. The household must also meet other relevant need 
and eligibility criteria prescribed in the 2011 regulations in order to qualify for social housing 
support, and be entered on a housing authority list of qualified households. 

12/02/2013WRQ02650Mortgage to Rent Scheme Application Numbers

12/02/2013WRQ02700439. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm the number of mortgage to rent transactions that have been 
fully completed to date; if he will confirm the number currently at an advanced stage; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7037/13]

12/02/2013WRQ02800451. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the status of implementing the mortgage to rent scheme whereby a homeowner 
who is unable to pay their mortgage can hand possession of their home to a local authority and 
continue to reside in their home; the way a person would go about applying for this scheme 
and if this scheme is now available in all local authorities; the number of persons he envisages 
being able to avail of this scheme and the criteria which needs to be met; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6721/13]

12/02/2013WRQ02900467. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of people that have taken up the mortgage to rent scheme by the end of 
2012; the number expected to take it up in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7194/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03000468. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of people that availed of the mortgage to rent scheme by the end of 
2012 broken down on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7195/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 439, 451, 467 and 468 
together. 
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On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report on mortgage arrears the Government 
launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis in February 2012. This scheme was ex-
tended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income families whose mortgage situation 
is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a significant change in circumstances 
in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the family remains in their home, while 
ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in turn rent it to the original owners.

Householders seeking to avail of the mortgage to rent scheme must:

- have been involved in the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) with their lender 
and agree that they can no longer afford to pay their mortgage loan now or in the future;   

- own the property they live in, with a current market value of less than €220,000 in the 
Dublin area or less than €180 ,000 in the rest of the country; 

- have their property in good condition, in a suitable location and which must suit their cur-
rent needs ; 

- not own any other property or have assets in excess of €20,000; 

- be eligible for social housing; 

- have a long-term right to remain in Ireland. 

At the end of 2012, 558 cases had been submitted by lenders. Of these, 289 were being pro-
cessed, and 136 borrowers had been engaged with or were in the process of being engaged with 
by the lender. Sales had been agreed on 8 properties, with 2 of these having been completed. 
Full details of those availing of the Scheme by end 2012 on a county basis are set out in the 
table below.

The numbers of completed transactions is low but significant progress has been made. All 
of the main lenders and so called sub-prime lenders are fully engaged and have instituted the 
necessary internal processes. It is also important to bear in mind that the transition from being 
a homeowner to a social housing tenant is a major one for families. Mortgage to rent or other 
such interventions cannot be rushed for any party. For example, the process provides a 60 day 
decision period and a 28 day cooling off period within the timeframe of the scheme. My Depart-
ment estimates that the overall timeframe per case from start to completed transaction will be 
up to eight months. This compares favourably to the timeframes in other jurisdictions operating 
similar schemes.   

My Department has budgeted for the resolution of roughly 250 Mortgage-To-Rent transac-
tions in 2013.   

Breakdown of MTR applications at end 2012 by local authority:   

County Submit-
ted 
by 
Lender 

Being 
Process 

Engaging 
with 
Borrower 

Social 
Housing 
Support 

Valuation Sale 
Agreed 

Com-
pleted 

Carlow 16 9 2 1 1 0 0 
Cavan 22 4 0 0 0 0 0 
Clare 15 7 4 0 0 0 0 
Cork City 14 11 6 2 2 0 0 
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County Submit-
ted 
by 
Lender 

Being 
Process 

Engaging 
with 
Borrower 

Social 
Housing 
Support 

Valuation Sale 
Agreed 

Com-
pleted 

Cork 
County 

43 15 6 2 1 1 0 

Dublin 
City 

66 42 23 5 1 3 2 

Dublin 
Dun Laoire 

9 5 2 1 1 0 0 

Dublin 
Fingal 

40 24 16 2 1 1 1 

Dublin 
South 

48 31 10 3 3 3 1 

Donegal 15 5 2 1 0 0 0 
Galway 
City 

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Galway 
County 

27 9 3 1 0 0 0 

Kerry 13 6 3 0 0 0 0 
Kildare 34 25 13 5 2 2 1 
Kilkenny 15 10 7 2 2 1 1 
Laois 14 5 5 1 1 0 0 
Leitrim 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Limerick 
City 

16 12 6 3 1 0 0 

Limerick 
County 

20 5 3 2 1 1 0 

Longford 9 2 1 0 0 0 0 
Louth 32 20 13 4 2 1 0 
Mayo 13 5 3 0 0 0 0 
Meath 59 37 18 4 2 1 0 
Monaghan 8 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Offaly 21 11 5 0 0 0 0 
Roscom-
mon 

10 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Sligo 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Tipperary 
North 

16 5 3 2 1 1 1 

Tipperary 
South 

19 6 2 1 0 0 0 

Waterford 
City 

9 3 2 1 1 0 0 

Waterford 
County 

9 6 2 0 0 0 0 

Westmeath 19 12 9 2 0 0 0 
Wexford 30 15 7 2 1 0 0 
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County Submit-
ted 
by 
Lender 

Being 
Process 

Engaging 
with 
Borrower 

Social 
Housing 
Support 

Valuation Sale 
Agreed 

Com-
pleted 

Wicklow 21 15 4 1 1 1 1 
- 708 369 182 48 25 16 8 

12/02/2013WRQ03175Water Charges Introduction

12/02/2013WRQ03200440. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will confirm as per the IMF staff report on Ireland of December 2012, that he 
has given a commitment to bring in water charges in the near future; the way in which charges 
will be calculated; the methods of collection that have been proposed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7110/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government and the Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, 
the IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges. It is not intend-
ed that domestic water charges will commence before 2014. The Government considers that 
charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided that water 
meters should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Government 
has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be established as an 
independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible for the meter-
ing programme. 

The Water Services Bill 2013, consideration of which will continue in Dáil Éireann this 
week, will assign the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the metering pro-
gramme. The Bill also assigns to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) the power to 
advise the Government on the development of a regulatory framework for water services. The 
Government intends assigning to CER a full range of regulatory powers before the commence-
ment of domestic water charges. This will include powers to set tariffs as well as the establish-
ment of customer protection and dispute resolution measures. The framework for water charges 
will be developed, consulted on and approved by CER as part of the regulatory process.   

Irish Water will be required to have a range of options in place to assist householders in pay-
ing their bills. For example, a wide range of flexible payment options is available for the other 
utility services and it is expected that these will be replicated for water services. 

12/02/2013WRQ03350Water Charges Introduction

12/02/2013WRQ03400441. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to assess water chargers until water meters are implemented; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6579/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03500455. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if apartment complexes will have individual water meters installed for each 
unit throughout the complex or will one unit be installed and the cost of water used be charged 
to the management company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6845/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03600470. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline the way he intends to deal with water charges in apart-
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ment buildings; and if he will give a commitment that each apartment will have its own meter. 
[7226/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 441, 455 and 470 together. 

The Government considers that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for wa-
ter and it has therefore decided that water meters should be installed in households connected to 
public water supplies. Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be established as an in-
dependent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible for the domestic 
water metering programme and for the collection of water charges from households from 2014. 

The Government has also decided to assign responsibility for the economic regulation of 
the water sector, including the setting of charges, to the Commission for Energy Regulation. 
The primary role of the regulator will be to protect the interests of customers and to ensure a 
consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to them. 

As the metering programme will still be underway in 2014, an appropriate approach to 
charging customers who are not metered at that stage will be put in place. This will be struc-
tured in such a way as to ensure that it represents a reasonable proxy for usage and is fair. The 
approach to charges for both metered and unmetered properties will be included in a public 
consultation taking place this year as part of the regulatory process. 

My Department estimates that up to 300,000 households may not be metered in the initial 
metering programme due to either the high cost or the technical difficulty of doing so. Where 
conventional meter installation is not possible, it is intended that alternative approaches will be 
considered. For example, for housing units in apartment complexes, internal metering may be 
considered.   

12/02/2013WRQ03750Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

12/02/2013WRQ03800442. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of the provision of a sewerage scheme for Belmullet, County 
Mayo; if he will prioritise the funding of this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6583/13]

12/02/2013WRQ03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 201 3, a copy of which 
is available in the Oireachtas Library, includes a contract for wastewater treatment plants and 
associated networks for the Belmullet, Foxford and Charlestown Sewerage Scheme to advance 
to construction during the period of the Programme at an estimated cost of €14.3 million.   

The Environmental Protection Agency granted a discharge licence for Belmullet on the 20 
December 2012 and this will allow my Department to finalise its examination of Mayo County 
Council’s application for a foreshore licence in respect of the outfall for the wastewater treat-
ment plant.   

A decision on Mayo County Council’s design brief for the appointment of consultants to 
advance the procurement of the three wastewater treatment plants and associated works under a 
single Design Build Operate (DBO) will be made by my Department as soon as possible. This 
decision will also assist the Council to determine the scale and scope of the works to be carried 
out on the collection systems at the three locations, and whether to incorporate those works into 
the DBO contract or to procure them under separate contracts.   
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12/02/2013WRQ03950Planning Issues

12/02/2013WRQ04000443. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider measures to assist the construction industry by increasing 
the planning permission exemption dimension limits for extensions to private houses, such as 
the recent UK initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6592/13]

12/02/2013WRQ04100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 - 2011, 
all development, unless specifically exempted under the Acts or associated Regulations, re-
quires planning permission. Article 6 and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regula-
tions, 2001 set out certain classes of development which are exempt from planning permission 
requirements. Class 1 of Schedule 2 of the 2001 Regulations provides an exemption from plan-
ning permission for the extension of a house, by the construction or erection of an extension 
(including a conservatory) to the rear of the house or by the conversion for use as part of the 
house of any garage, store, shed or other similar structure attached to the rear or to the side of 
the house. This exemption applies where the house has not been extended previously, and the 
floor area of any such extension does not exceed 40 square metres. The exemption is subject to 
compliance with a number of other conditions and limitations. 

There is a balance, in providing for exemptions from planning permission, between stream-
lining the consent process for minor works and supporting proper planning and sustainable 
development, including the need to ensure adequate third party participation rights. While all 
aspects of the existing regime for exempted development are kept under on-going monitoring 
and review, I have no plans to amend this exemption at this time. 

12/02/2013WRR00150Asbestos Remediation Programme

12/02/2013WRR00200444. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the grants or financial supports available from his Department to assist with the 
removal of asbestos from residential properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6598/13]

12/02/2013WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department does not have any grant available specific to the removal of asbestos 
from homes. However, the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People 
with a Disability provide a range of grants for necessary improvement works or adaptations to 
houses in order to facilitate the continued independent occupancy of their own homes by older 
people and people with a disability. These schemes cover works reasonably necessary for the 
purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of applicants, and can in 
those circumstances include the removal of asbestos.

The schemes are administered by local authorities and it is a matter for each local authority 
to determine how the funding is apportioned between the various grant measures and to manage 
the operation of the schemes in their areas from within the capital allocations provided by my 
Department. 

It is recommended that expert advice should be sought in dealing with asbestos materials 
and if removal is necessary it should only be done by a competent contractor with the required 
training.   
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12/02/2013WRR00350Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

12/02/2013WRR00400445. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of the provision of a sewerage scheme for Killala, County Mayo; 
if he will prioritise the funding of this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6609/13]

12/02/2013WRR00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water 
services infrastructure in County Mayo. The Killala Sewerage Scheme is included in the Pro-
gramme amongst the list of contracts in the county to start in the period 2010 – 2013. The inclu-
sion of the scheme in the current Water Services Investment Programme reflects the importance 
attached to this scheme by my Department.   

I understand from Mayo County Council that a Design Review Report, which is an update 
of the original Preliminary Report for the Killala Sewerage Scheme, is being prepared by the 
Council.  Once the report is submitted to and approved by my Department, the Council can then 
proceed with the preparation of Contract Documents for the scheme.   

12/02/2013WRR00550Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

12/02/2013WRR00600446. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of the provision of a water scheme from Balla to Kiltimagh, 
County Mayo; if he will prioritise the funding of the scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6639/13]

12/02/2013WRR00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water 
services infrastructure in County Mayo. The Programme includes contracts under construc-
tion and to commence to the value of some €71 million in Co. Mayo during the period of the 
Programme. However, the Kiltimagh Water Supply Scheme was not amongst the contracts and 
schemes included in Mayo County Council’s assessment of needs. 

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth. A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Mayo County Council, in 
response to my Department’s request to authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their pro-
posals for new capital works in their areas. These were subsequently appraised in the Depart-
ment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by the 
authorities. Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to give 
way to others that were more strategically important at that time.   

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 was reviewed in 
mid-2011 and through this process, consideration was given to any newly emerging priority 
contracts and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme. No pro-
posal for the Kiltimagh Water Supply Scheme was received from Mayo County Council in 
response to the review.   
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12/02/2013WRR00750Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

12/02/2013WRR00800447. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when local authorities will be notified about the 2013 housing adaptation 
grants; if the scheme will remain unchanged; the allocation by local authority in 2011 and 2012; 
if the grants were not fully taken up by local authorities, the ones that were not and to what 
extent; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6655/13]

12/02/2013WRR00900452. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when 2013 funding will be released to local authorities in respect of the hous-
ing adaption grant scheme.  [6800/13]

12/02/2013WRR01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 447 and 452 together. 

Work is currently underway on preparing the capital allocations under the housing pro-
gramme for 2013, including the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability. 
As part of this process, my Department requested local authorities to submit details of their 
funding requirements under the grant schemes. The information received is being assessed at 
present. I intend to announce details of the capital allocations to individual authorities as soon 
as possible. I also intend to review the terms and conditions of the various grant measures with 
a view to targeting those households in greatest need and extending the benefits of the schemes 
to as many people as possible. The Exchequer allocations for 2011 and 2012 and the percentage 
drawn down by each Local Authority are set out in the following table:      

 - - - 2011 - - 2012
Local 
Authority

Exchequer 
Allocation

Amount 
Recouped

% Recouped Exchequer 
Allocation

Amount 
Recouped

% Recouped

Carlow 
County 
Council

€1,579,211 1,491,545.00 94% €1,179,211 €1,180,585 100%

Cavan 
County 
Council

€1,500,000 1,176,998.00 78% €1,050,000 €1,081,981 103%

Clare 
County 
Council

€2,865,000 2,864,632.44 100% €1,100,552 €1,100,540 100%

Cork 
County 
Council

€5,542,819 5,542,818.79 100% €6,629,387 €7,399,566 112%

Donegal 
County 
Council

€853,239 747,971.59 88% €815,517 €525,804 64%

Dun Laogh/
Rath Co 
Council

€809,571 809,571.00 100% €888,482 €885,948 100%

Fingal 
County 
Council

€1,822,713 1,822,713.29 100% €1,657,892 €1,512,653 91%

Galway 
County 
Council

€2,147,000 2,095,830.40 98% €1,900,000 €1,885,389 99%

Kerry 
County 
Council

€3,607,218 3,592,666.00 100% €2,606,292 €2,681,469 103%
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 - - - 2011 - - 2012
Kildare 
County 
Council

€2,852,228 2,852,228.00 100% €1,620,000 €1,622,812 100%

Kilkenny 
County 
Council

€2,107,131 2,107,033.00 100% €1,494,000 €1,494,233 100%

Laois 
County 
Council

€936,874 936,075.00 100% €867,862 €868,658 100%

Leitrim 
County 
Council

€537,493 537,492.56 100% €555,044 €513,293 92%

Limerick 
County 
Council

€1,707,849 1,707,454.12 100% €1,378,764 €1,386,333 101%

Longford 
County 
Council

€1,000,000 929,556.00 93% €994,860 €756,742 76%

Louth 
County 
Council

€994,374 964,682.00 97% €949,012 €778,682 82%

Mayo 
County 
Council

€2,274,400 278,697.80 12% €2,060,173 €2,067,116 100%

Meath 
County 
Council

€1,187,042 1,184,941.29 100% €857,766 €857,766 100%

Monaghan 
County 
Council

€1,250,000 1,232,862.53 99% €1,200,000 €1,202,542 100%

North 
Tipp 
County 
Council

€1,313,209 1,313,209.73 100% €960,000 €962,286 100%

Offaly 
County 
Council

€1,406,000 1,405,541.00 100% €700,000 €675,600 97%

Roscommon 
County 
Council

€1,511,000 1,509,695.33 100% €783,401 €784,732 100%

Sligo 
County 
Council

€854,147 810,753.00 95% €798,147 €611,596 77%

South 
Dublin 
County 
Council

€1,265,658 1,029,554.58 81% €1,782,647 €1,473,599 83%

South 
Tipp 
County 
Council

€2,800,000 2,764,132.00 99% €2,489,371 €2,429,987 98%

Waterford 
County 
Council

€1,200,235 1,147,109.00 96% €795,813 €935,685 118%
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 - - - 2011 - - 2012
Westmeath 
County 
Council

€1,064,631 1,057,842.80 99% €790,524 €752,022 95%

Wexford 
County 
Council

€2,219,619 2,219,617.20 100% €2,153,418 €2,144,517 100%

Wicklow 
County 
Council

€949,408 945,879.20 100% €763,835 €671,167 88%

Cork 
City 
Council

€2,190,333 2,190,333.00 100% €1,399,793 €644,104 46%

Dublin 
City 
Council

€6,951,464 6,557,159.46 94% €7,614,654 €7,634,853 100%

Galway 
City 
Council

€834,870 834,870.00 100% €872,682 €808,083 93%

Limerick 
City 
Council

€1,639,000 1,636,576.87 100% €1,520,000 €1,564,252 103%

Waterford 
City 
Council

€700,322 700,321.29 100% €662,225 €589,823 89%

Sligo 
Borough 
Council

€334,467 322,465.48 96% €308,675 €328,268 106%

12/02/2013WRR01050European Parliament Elections

12/02/2013WRR01100448. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if a decision is taken to reduce the number of seats the State is entitled to in the 
European Parliament as a result of the accession of Croatia, the steps which will be taken in 
relation to the issue; if he will extend the remit of the current Constituencies Commission which 
is considering local government electoral boundaries; if a new Constituency Commission will 
be established; if he will outline the timescale for this process; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [6673/13]

12/02/2013WRR01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Article 14.2 of the Treaty on European Union sets an overall ceiling of 751 seats for the 
European Parliament. There is a need to readjust the distribution of seats in the Parliament to 
take account of the accession of Croatia in 2013. This will need to be done in good time before 
the 2014 elections.   

The right of initiative on this matter rests with the European Parliament. The European 
Parliament Constitutional Affairs Committee is currently considering a draft report on the mat-
ter and Ireland would lose a seat if the recommendations in that were carried through. The 
European Parliament will vote in Plenary on this matter in March. It will then go to the General 
Affairs Council.   

In the event that Ireland’s total number of seats in the European Parliament is reduced it will 
be necessary to review and revise the constituency arrangement. In the meantime my Depart-
ment is giving consideration to how such a review and revision might be addressed once deci-
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sions are made in Europe.   

12/02/2013WRR01250Septic Tank Registration Scheme

12/02/2013WRR01300449. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will extend the closing date for septic tank registration for a period of one 
month in order to allow households that will have issues with their septic tanks the opportunity 
of applying for grant aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6686/13]

12/02/2013WRR01400475. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he expects inspections of septic tanks to begin; if he will provide details 
of the body responsible for these inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7422/13]

12/02/2013WRR01500476. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide details of the person responsible for the administration of 
septic tank remediation grants for homes whose septic tanks have failed inspections; if these 
grants will be paid directly to the householder or to companies carrying out remediation works; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7423/13]

12/02/2013WRR01600477. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government with regard to septic tank inspections and remediation grants if he will advise 
if companies wishing to be eligible to carry out remediation works will need to register with a 
body at national or local level and be approved before being able to carry out such work; if he 
intends to bring in any controls in order to ensure that price fixing, by companies carrying out 
remediation works, does not occur; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7424/13]

12/02/2013WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 449 and 475 to 477, inclusive, together.

On 25 June 2012 I signed the Water Services Acts 2007 and 2012 Domestic Waste Water 
Treatment Systems (Registration) Regulations 2012, prescribing 1 February 2013 as the date 
by which householders must register their domestic waste water treatment systems. Written 
and on-line registration facilities, with a variety of payment options, have been available since 
26 June 2012 and have been comprehensively publicised. I consider that ample time has been 
provided to householders to comply with the legal obligation to register and I have no plans to 
extend the registration period.      

On 17 December 2012 I announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide 
financial assistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment 
systems are deemed to require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services 
(Amendment) Act 2012. Full details of the scheme will be defined in regulations which I will 
make in advance of inspections commencing later this year.  Inspections will be carried out by 
appropriately qualified local authority staff who will be appointed as inspectors by the EPA.  
A training course for inspectors is currently being finalised and it will be extended to all local 
authorities in the coming weeks.  Inspections will commence later this year and householders 
will be notified by their local authority in writing if their system is to be inspected.   

Where a domestic wastewater treatment system is found to be a risk to human health or the 
environment and remediation works are required, the selection of a contractor to carry out the 
works required, and agreement to the cost of those works, will be a matter for the householder 
concerned. Due to the variety of remediation works which could arise, and the number of trades 
and professions which could be involved, I have no plans to establish a registration system for 
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contractors involved in remediation works. 

12/02/2013WRR01750Local Authority Housing Maintenance

12/02/2013WRR01800450. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the options available in respect of a housing complex (details supplied) in 
Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6695/13]

12/02/2013WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In 2012, my Department provided funding in the sum of 
€198,441 to Dublin City Council for the refurbishment of housing units at Cromcastle Court.  
The nature and extent of the refurbishment works were determined by the City Council. 

Under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, the management and maintenance of the local 
authority housing stock, including the compilation and   funding of on-going maintenance pro-
grammes and pre-letting repairs, is the responsibility of the relevant housing authority, in this 
case Dublin City Council.     

Question No. 451 answered with Question No. 439.

Question No. 452 answered with Question No. 447.

12/02/2013WRR02150Pyrite Resolution Board Membership

12/02/2013WRR02200453. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a timeline for the publication of legislation to establish the pyrite 
resolution board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6803/13]

12/02/2013WRR02300454. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when he expects to appoint members to the pyrite resolution board following his 
commitment made in December 2012 that members would be appointed early in 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6840/13]

12/02/2013WRR02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 453 and 454 together.

The Pyrite Resolution Board is not being set up under statute and its establishment does not 
therefore require legislation. I have previously announced its establishment and I refer to the 
reply to Priority Question 129 of 5 February 2013 in which I outlined the membership of the 
Board.   

Question No. 455 answered with Question No. 441.

12/02/2013WRR02550Unfinished Housing Developments

12/02/2013WRR02600456. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in south Tipperary was not includ-
ed on the unfinished housing estates list for household charge purposes despite requests from 
South Tipperary County Council to have the estate listed as unfinished; and if he will ensure 
that the list is corrected to include the estate. [6859/13]
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12/02/2013WRR02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the process of preparing the National Housing 
Development Survey 2011, published by my Department in October 2011, local authorities, 
including South Tipperary County Council, provided details of all unfinished housing devel-
opments in their areas. Unfinished housing developments were divided into four categories as 
follows: Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the devel-
oper, or where no serious public safety issues exist; Category two, where a receiver has been 
appointed; Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in 
place but effectively inactive; and Category four, where the development has been effectively 
abandoned and is posing serious problems for residents. 

This local authority categorisation formed the basis for the list of those unfinished develop-
ments eligible for a waiver on the annual household charge. Only households in developments 
in categories three and four are eligible for the waiver from payment of the charge. The list of 
developments in which households are eligible for the waiver in 2012 is set out under the Local 
Government (Household Charge) Regulations 2012. 

Under the legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January 
2012 is liable to pay the household charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a 
waiver. The household charge is on a self-assessment basis and it is a matter for an owner of a 
residential property on the liability date to determine if he/she has a liability and, if so, to de-
clare that liability and pay the household charge.

12/02/2013WRR02750Local Authority Housing Applications

12/02/2013WRR02800457. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the options available to a person (details supplied) in County Cork applying 
for social housing; and if the Revenue Commissioners will not stamp the HPL1 form. [6861/13]

12/02/2013WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Decisions on the eligibility of specific persons for social 
housing support and the allocation of that support are a matter solely for the housing authority 
concerned.  Furthermore, section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 spe-
cifically provides that the Minister’s power to issue policy directions and guidelines to housing 
authorities in relation to their housing functions is not to be construed as enabling him or her to 
exercise any power or control in relation to any individual case with which a housing authority 
is or may be concerned.   

Issues in relation to the stamping of the HPL 1 form are a matter for the Revenue Commis-
sioners. 

12/02/2013WRR02950Local Authority Housing Maintenance

12/02/2013WRR03000458. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if any consideration has been given to grant aiding local authorities 
to roll-out a retro-fitting insulation scheme for older council dwellings, especially for tenants 
dependent on social welfare who cannot afford even the basic insulation in their rented homes. 
[6866/13]

12/02/2013WRR03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Pro-
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gramme, local authorities are allocated funding each year in respect of a range of measures to 
improve the standard and overall quality of their social housing stock. The programme includes 
a retrofitting measure aimed at improving the energy efficiency of older apartments and houses 
by reducing heat loss through the fabric of the building. Over the past two years, the retrofitting 
measure focused on improvement works to vacant houses with the objective of returning as 
many as possible of these dwellings to productive use and combating dereliction and associated 
anti-social behaviour. Over that period some €52.5 million was recouped to local authorities in 
respect of improvements carried out to 4,774 dwellings.   

I am currently reviewing the terms of the energy retrofitting measure for 2013 with a view 
to targeting grants at those older houses and apartments which lack adequate insulation and 
draught proofing.  My Department will issue revised guidelines in this regard   to local authori-
ties in the context of the capital allocations under the housing programme for 2013. 

12/02/2013WRR03150Local Authority Housing Standards

12/02/2013WRR03200459. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the standards which are expected of local authorities and other social hous-
ing with regards to insulation and heat efficiency; if all council housing should be BER rating 
B at least; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6867/13]

12/02/2013WRR03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In recent years significant efforts have been made to ensure that all new construction 
projects, including social housing units commissioned by local authorities or by approved hous-
ing bodies, are designed and built to high standards of energy efficiency and environmental sus-
tainability. To that end, Part L (Conservation of Fuel and Energy) of the Building Regulations 
2011, and the accompanying Technical Guidance Document L, requires that all new housing, 
including social housing: has 60% lower heat energy demand than a similar house built to 2005 
standards; requires the installation of boilers with a minimum seasonal efficiency of not less 
than 90% (condensing boilers); requires the mandatory use of renewable energy sources (a 
minimum of 10 kilowatt hours per square metre per annum).

Under the Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are al-
located capital funding each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and 
overall quality of their existing social housing stock. The programme includes retrofitting mea-
sures aimed at improving the energy efficiency of older apartments and houses by reducing heat 
loss through the fabric of the building and the installation of high-efficiency condensing boilers. 
While the objective is to improve the general standard of a local authority house and increase 
the Building Energy Rating (BER) to as high a level as possible, with C1 being the target figure, 
it may not be practicable to bring every dwelling to this standard, especially in the case of older 
stock. Exchequer grants are not payable in respect of the achievement of G or F ratings.   

12/02/2013WRR03350Legislative Process RIA

12/02/2013WRR03400460. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the progress made to date in respect of the publication of the climate 
change Bill, with particular reference to future environmental and economic sustainability and 
the meeting of emission reduction targets of 80% by 2050; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6903/13]

12/02/2013WRR03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 132 of 5 February 2013.   

In releasing the outline Heads of the Bill shortly, I will address both the importance of 
environmental and economic sustainability, and the critical issue of meeting greenhouse gas 
emission reduction targets.   

12/02/2013WRR03550Water Meters Installation

12/02/2013WRR03600461. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the contracts/tenders for the installation of water meters will be advertised in 
the context of the establishment of Irish Water; if the contracts will be offered on a regional or 
county-by-county basis; the number of jobs that will be created in the installation process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7033/13]

12/02/2013WRR03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be 
established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be respon-
sible for the domestic water metering programme and for the collection of water charges from 
households.   

Bord Gáis Éireann/Irish Water will procure a number (up to 8) of regional management 
contractors (RMCs) who will be responsible for managing the installation of boundary boxes 
and water meters drawing on sub-contractor resources from the framework panel of sub-con-
tractors. Invitations were published on the Government tenders website, e-tenders.ie, from No-
vember 2012 for the pre-qualification process for the RMCs and closed on 11 January 2013. It 
is expected that tenders will shortly be invited from the pre-qualified candidates and contracts 
will begin to be awarded from April. 

The procurement process for the sub-contractor panel has been developed by my Depart-
ment, in consultation with Bord Gáis Éireann, to ensure that SMEs have an opportunity to 
compete for contracts. The tender criteria have been developed to ensure that sub-contractors 
have the capacity to carry out the scale of work involved to the necessary high standard. The 
approach being taken for the sub-contractor panel is consistent with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform guidelines on facilitating SME participation in public procurement 
(that Department’s Circular 10/10 refers). 

It is expected that the successful RMCs will be utilising the resources of the pre-qualified 
sub-contractors for the purpose of delivering the meter installation works.   

As the procurement process is currently underway it would be inappropriate for me to com-
ment further. 

12/02/2013WRR03750Local Authority Housing Evictions

12/02/2013WRR03800462. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities are permitted to evict tenants or if there is an injunction 
in place prohibiting it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7068/13]

12/02/2013WRR03900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Supreme Court issued a judgment in February 2012 
in two cases relating to section 62 of the Housing Act 1966, which sets out the procedure for 
repossession of a dwelling by a housing authority. In one case, the court made a declaration, 
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pursuant to section 5(1) of the European Convention on Human Rights Act 2003, that section 
62(3) of the Housing Act 1966 is incompatible with the State’s obligations under Article 8 of 
the Convention by reason of the absence of appropriate procedural safeguards in circumstances 
where there exists a factual dispute as to whether a tenancy has been properly terminated for 
breach of the tenancy agreement. In the other case, the court ruled that there was no dispute as 
to the facts and did not make a declaration of incompatibility. 

Section 5(2) of the European Convention on Human Rights Act 2003 provides that a dec-
laration of incompatibility in respect of an enactment does not affect its validity, continuing 
operation or enforcement. Nonetheless, housing authorities were advised in March 2012 that 
they should, in consultation with their legal advisers, review their approach to section 62 of the 
1966 Act to ensure that their application of the enactment is consistent with the Supreme Court 
judgment and that, in cases where they decide that it would not be appropriate to proceed by 
way of that enactment, authorities should investigate alternative options for securing possession 
of their dwellings.   

It is intended that proposals currently being developed for new housing legislation will in-
clude a revised procedure for repossession of local authority dwellings.

12/02/2013WRR03950Illegal Dumping

12/02/2013WRR04000463. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans regarding littering and illegal dumping in the northside of Dublin. 
[7075/13]

12/02/2013WRR04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary role of my Department in relation to combating litter and illegal dumping 
matters is to provide a robust governing legislative framework. The key legislative codes in 
that regard are the   Litter Pollution Acts 1997 to 2009 and the Waste Management Acts 1996 to 
2011; in particular, section 32 of the 1996 Act places the responsibility on the holders of waste 
to ensure that it is managed in a manner that does not cause environmental pollution. 

Penalties available under the Litter Pollution Acts for litter offences range from an on-the-
spot fine of €150, to a maximum fine of €3,000 on summary conviction, and a maximum fine 
of €130,000 on conviction on indictment. The fines for continuing offences are €600 per day 
for summary offences and €10,000 per day for indictable offences.   A person convicted of a 
litter offence may also be required by the court to pay the local authority’s costs and expenses 
in investigating the offence and bringing the prosecution.      

Penalties for more serious dumping offences provided for under the Waste Management 
Acts are also substantial. Persons who are found to be responsible for, or involved in, the unau-
thorised disposal of waste are liable to a maximum fine of €3,000 on summary conviction and/
or imprisonment for up to 12 months, and to a maximum fine of €15 million on conviction on 
indictment and/or imprisonment for up to 10 years.     

Notwithstanding the significant penalties currently in place, my Department is preparing 
legislative proposals that would provide for the introduction of on-the-spot fines for incidences 
of fly-tipping or small-scale illegal dumping. I expect to be in a position to submit proposed 
Heads of a Bill in this regard to Government for approval by the end of the first quarter of this 
year.   

The taking of enforcement action in relation to any particular incident of littering or illegal 
dumping is a matter for the relevant local authority concerned and also the Environmental Pro-
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tection Agency’s Office of Environmental Enforcement which supervises the environmental 
protection activities of local authorities. While having no operational role in these matters, 
my Department provides funding to support the activities of a network of local authority en-
vironmental enforcement officers. Each local authority sets out an annual programme of ac-
tion, detailing the enforcement activities towards which this funding will be utilised. Typically, 
such programmes also include actions to tackle illegal dumping. I expect to be in a position to 
finalise 2013 funding allocations for this purpose in the coming weeks, in the context of finalis-
ing the overall allocations from the Environment Fund.      

My Department also provides funding for an Anti-Litter Awareness Grant Scheme.  Once 
the 2013 Environment Fund allocations are finalised, local authorities will be invited to apply 
for grant aid for projects which meet the criteria governing the scheme. 

12/02/2013WRR04150Irish Water Remit

12/02/2013WRR04200464. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to ensure that Irish Water complies with the Aarhus Convention and 
related European directives and European law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7148/13]

12/02/2013WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): It will be the primary responsibility of Irish Water to 
ensure that it is compliant with EU law, including requirements in relation to water such as 
the Urban Waste Water and Drinking Water Directives.  Environmental regulation of the new 
company will be the responsibility of the EPA. The roll out of the Implementation Strategy for 
Water Sector Reform, which is published on my Department’s website, is focused on ensuring 
that appropriate policy and legal frameworks are put in place for Irish Water and the water sec-
tor, and that all aspects of current environmental regulation are provided for in the transfer of 
responsibility for water services provision from local authorities to Irish Water.   

12/02/2013WRR04350Legislative Programme

12/02/2013WRR04400465. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to amend the Building Control Act 2007, by including a genuine grandfa-
ther clause, in order to take special consideration of the situation of long standing practitioners 
in the field of architecture, who do not, at present hold the necessary accreditation. [7161/13]

12/02/2013WRR04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 131 and 139 of 6 February 2013 which sets out t he 
position in this matter.

12/02/2013WRR04550Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

12/02/2013WRR04600466. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will approve a request by Kerry County Council for €1.2 million funding to 
allow it to include essential pipe works under the Ardfert sewage upgrade which have already 
been approved by his Department. [7193/13]

12/02/2013WRR04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 provides for the development of 
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a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Kerry. The Programme 
includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of over €92 million in 
Kerry during the period of the Programme.   

The Ardfert Sewerage Scheme Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade is included as a con-
tract to start during the life of the Programme. In November 2012, I approved Kerry County 
Council’s Design Proposals for the Ardfert Wastewater Treatment Plant. The network element 
of the scheme is included in the Programme to advance through planning during the life of the 
Programme.

             Questions Nos. 467 and 468 answered with Questions Nos. 439.

12/02/2013WRS00250Shared Ownership Scheme

12/02/2013WRS00300469. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the review of the shared ownership scheme 
operated by local authorities, in particular the annual increases of 4.5% on the rental portion, 
which is causing financial stress to owners who are trying to manage repayments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7218/13]

12/02/2013WRS00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Shared Ownership scheme the rent charged on 
the local authority’s equity in a shared ownership transaction is to cover the funding costs to the 
Housing Finance Agency which are based on borrowings at the prevailing interest rates. Any 
difference between the rent and prevailing interest rate is reflected in the capital outstanding on 
the property, i.e. if the rent charged in any period is greater than the prevailing mortgage interest 
due on the local authority’s share the purchase price of the outstanding equity will be reduced 
accordingly.

The review of Part V of the Planning and Development Acts announced in the context of the 
standing down of affordable housing schemes as part of the Government’s housing policy state-
ment will include an examination of the operational aspects of the shared ownership scheme. 
That review is currently advanced and I expect the consultants’ report that informs the re-
view will be published shortly. Any future changes to legislation governing affordable housing 
schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, will be made in the context of this review.

  Question No. 470 answered with Question No. 441.

12/02/2013WRS00550Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

12/02/2013WRS00600471. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position in relation to proposed sewerage schemes (details supplied) in 
County Donegal. [7359/13]

12/02/2013WRS00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water 
services infrastructure in County Donegal.  The Programme includes contracts under construc-
tion and to commence to the value of some €132 million in County Donegal during the period 
of the Programme.  However, the Burtonport Sewerage Scheme was not amongst the priority 
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contracts and schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme.  

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth.  A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Donegal County Council, 
in response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their 
proposals for new capital works in their areas.  These were subsequently appraised in the De-
partment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by 
the authorities.  Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to 
give way to others that are more strategically important at this time.

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, was reviewed in 
mid-2011 and through this process consideration was given to any newly emerging priority 
contracts and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme. No pro-
posal for the Burtonport Sewerage Scheme was received from Donegal County Council in 
response to the review.

The Gweedore Sewerage Scheme, which will serve Bunbeg and Derrybeg, is included in 
the investment programme as a scheme to commence construction during the lifetime of the 
programme. My Department is awaiting the submission by Donegal County Council of their 
Contract Documents for the scheme.  

12/02/2013WRS00750Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRS00800472. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost incurred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for 
any reason on an annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7387/13]

12/02/2013WRS00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department does not directly administer any scheme which involves means assess-
ment and consequently does not incur any costs associated with same.

12/02/2013WRS00950Departmental Programmes

12/02/2013WRS01000473. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding allocated, with the subsequent outturn, for the community social 
inclusion budget in his Department for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, with a calcula-
tion of any level of underspend. [7399/13]

12/02/2013WRS01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume the Question refers to the Local and Community Development Programme 
(LCDP), which is one of my Department’s main Social Inclusion Programmes.

The LCDP was launched on 1 January 2010, and replaces the previous Local Development 
Social Inclusion and the Community Development Programmes. Funding under the Programme 
for the years in question is outlined as follows:

Year Allocation Outturn Underspend 
2008* €83.450m €83.139m €0.311m 
2009* €74.640m €73.393m €1.247m 
2010 €67.500m €67.454m €0.046m 



Questions - Written Answers

268

Year Allocation Outturn Underspend 
2011 €63.400m €62.445m €0.995m 
2012 €54.888m €53.682m provi-

sional 
€1.206m 

2013 €49.007m  -  -
*Combined funding under the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme and Com-

munity Development Programme.

12/02/2013WRS01150Traveller Accommodation

12/02/2013WRS01200474. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the allocation and the subsequent out-turn of funding of Traveller ac-
commodation for each year 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and the allocation for 2013; with a 
calculation of any level of underspend. [7401/13]

12/02/2013WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommo-
dation) Act 1998, statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller accom-
modation programmes, designed to meet the accommodation needs of Travellers, rests with 
individual housing authorities. My Department’s role is to ensure that there is an adequate leg-
islative and financial system in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation.

My Department provides 100% capital funding to housing authorities for the provision of 
Traveller-specific accommodation. Traveller families are also accommodated in local authority 
social housing dwellings, which are funded through the main local authority social housing pro-
gramme. Details of the capital allocations and amounts recouped to local authorities in respect 
of Traveller-specific accommodation over the period 2008-2012 are set out in the following 
table: 

YEAR Allocation Amount Recouped Variation 
- (€) (€) -
2008 40,000,000 35,000,000 -4,000,000 
2009 35,000,000 19,601,979 -15,398,021 
2010 35,000,000 16,108,693 - 18,891,307 
2011 15,000,000 9,314,910 - 5,685,090 
2012 6,000,000  4,000,000 - 2,000,000 
 

 I intend to announce details of the 2013 capital allocations to local authorities in respect of 
their Traveller-specific projects as soon as possible.

  Question Nos. 475 to 477, inclusive, answered with Question No. 449.

12/02/2013WRS01450Noise Pollution Issues

12/02/2013WRS01500478. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he intends to undertake a technical update of the guidance on noise, in-
cluding separation distance and shadow flicker in the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
2006; and the reason the timeframe for interested parties to make submissions is limited to two 
weeks in view of the potentially serious consequences of this project. [7426/13]

12/02/2013WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Wind Energy Development Guidelines (June 2006) 
provide advice to planning authorities on catering for wind energy through the development 
plan process. The guidelines are also intended to ensure a consistency of approach throughout 
the country in the identification of suitable locations for wind energy development and the treat-
ment of planning applications for wind energy developments.

In order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy targets and, at the 
same time, that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local communities, my Depart-
ment, in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
and other stakeholders, is undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of the Wind Energy 
Guidelines 2006.

This focused review will examine the manner in which the Guidelines address key issues 
of community concern such as noise, proximity and visual amenity and any other potential 
impacts, as considered appropriate, as well as ways of building community support for wind 
energy development. 

The press notice - issued on 30 January – marks only the initial stage in that review pro-
cess. It is essentially a pre-draft consultation intended to inform the preparation of revised draft 
guidelines. This early consultation allows for the public and other stakeholders to input into the 
process at an early stage. Other stakeholders that will be consulted include the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Sustainable Energy Ireland.

All statutory planning guidelines issue first in draft form for a public consultation over a 
period of a couple of months. Once the consultation period is closed the submissions received 
on the draft guidelines are considered and taken into account in the final form of the guidelines. 
The draft guidelines will – like all other new or revised guidelines – go out for extensive public 
consultation for a period of 6 weeks to 2 months. The indicative timetable for the publication of 
the draft guidelines is Quarter 3 or Quarter 4 2013. 

12/02/2013WRS01650Crime Prevention

12/02/2013WRS01700479. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will out-
line the possibility of introducing a Purple Flag initiative, similar to those established in Britain 
and Northern Ireland, to recognise excellence in management of town and city centres at night; 
if such an initiative could contribute to crime reduction and community safety; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6729/13]

12/02/2013WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am aware of the initiative 
referred to by the Deputy and I understand that there are plans to introduce it in a number of 
local authority areas in this jurisdiction.

I do of course welcome any appropriate initiatives to help contribute to crime reduction, the 
management of the night time economy and community safety generally.  The Gardaí already 
engage extensively with local authorities, Chambers of Commerce, business associations and 
various voluntary groups on these matters and are aware of the developments with respect to the 
Purple Flag initiative as well as other similar initiatives throughout the country.
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I should also point out that a partnership approach to local policing issues is a key feature 
of the role of Joint Policing Committees, (JPCs) which are established in each local authority 
area.  The Programme for Government makes a commitment to build on existing community 
policing partnerships and forums to enhance trust between local communities and their Gardaí. 
In the spirit of that commitment, I initiated a review of the operation of JPCs and published 
a discussion document in November 2012 to open the matter for wider consultation.  I would 
expect  that the JPCs should continue to provide a forum for the development of various types 
of local partnerships to enhance community safety and the quality of life generally.

12/02/2013WRS01850Magdalen Laundries Apology

12/02/2013WRS01900480. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will issue a 
full apology to people who went through the Magdalen laundry system in this State. [6936/13]

12/02/2013WRS02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government is committed 
to playing its full part in a healing and reconciliation process with a view to bringing closure 
for the women concerned.  When we have a full debate in the House next week, the Deputy 
can be assured that An Taoiseach, who has been meeting some of the women involved, will be 
responding to the significant issues identified in the McAleese Report in a fair and compassion-
ate way.

12/02/2013WRS02050Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

12/02/2013WRS02100481. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the lack of cooperation from the British Authorities on the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings. [7138/13]

12/02/2013WRS02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In answering the Deputy’s 
Question I would say at the outset that I do not think any of us can forget the horrific events 
perpetrated in Dublin and Monaghan in May 1974 or, indeed, the pain that is still being felt as 
a result.  The survivors and the families of those killed and injured have borne the grief of those 
tragic events and the memory of their loved ones lives on with them.

As the House is aware, the late Judge Henry Barron carried out a detailed and painstaking 
inquiry into those awful events of May 1974 and, indeed, other tragic atrocities that took place 
between 1972 and 1976 in which so many innocent people lost their lives.

As the Deputy will recall this House and Seanad Éireann have previously and unanimously 
urged the British Government to allow access to documents relevant to these events.  I know 
that many Deputies in this House have raised this issue directly with our counterparts at West-
minster and that they will continue to do so.  For its part, since this Government took office, the 
Taoiseach has raised the issue with the British Prime Minister and the Tánaiste has also raised 
the matter with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.

12/02/2013WRS02250Garda Deployment

12/02/2013WRS02300482. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular form the number of gardaí in the DMR north region in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6577/13]
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12/02/2013WRS02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the personnel strength of the Dublin Metropolitan Region North Division on 31 
December, 2010, 31 December, 2011 and 31 December, 2012 the latest date for which figures 
are readily available, was as set out in the table.

Dublin Metropolitan Regionj North Division

Year 2010 2011 2012
Strength 803 779 744

12/02/2013WRS02450Garda Transport Data

12/02/2013WRS02500483. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the deployment is-
sues that are arising due to the high mileage on Garda cars including cars in the fleet in County 
Donegal. [6584/13]

12/02/2013WRS02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.   I am 
advised by the Garda authorities that the deployment of Garda transport is determined on the 
basis of ongoing analysis and review of the policing needs of each Garda Division, including 
the Donegal Division, to ensure that the available resources are utilised to best advantage to 
meet the operational requirements of the Force.  Garda patrol vehicles are taken out of service 
for a variety of reasons, including as a result of accidents or when the odometer reading reaches 
the safety limit set by the relevant manufacturer. 

As the Deputy will be aware, I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Sío-
chána towards the end of last year, enabling the Force to procure a total of 312 vehicles in 2012.  
In this context I understand that 25 new vehicles are currently being provided for the Garda 
Northern Region, which includes the Donegal Division.  A more specific breakdown is not cur-
rently available but the Deputy can be assured that the vehicles will be deployed as effectively 
as possible in line with operational circumstances.

In addition, a further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out 
of Garda transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide 
an effective and efficient policing service.

12/02/2013WRS02650Garda Strength

12/02/2013WRS02700484. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will indi-
cate the provisions in the memorandum of understanding with the troika of the IMF, EU and 
ECB, which directly impinge on the number of employees in An Garda Síochána; and if he will 
indicate where the memorandum of understanding requires him to reduce Garda numbers to 
13,000. [6615/13]

12/02/2013WRS02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The  Memorandum of Under-
standing between the European Commission and Ireland of May 2011 provides for a reduction 
in public sector numbers but does not specify that reduction on a sectoral basis.
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The  National Recovery Plan 2011 - 2014, published by the previous Government and sub-
mitted to the Troika, covered in detail the reductions in public service numbers to be effected 
in the period 2010-2014.  It is this document which details a reduction in Garda numbers as set 
out in the following table:

Target strength Date to be achieved
13,500 31 December 2011
13,350 31 December 2012
13,150 31 December 2013
13,000 31 December 2014

The Deputy will be aware that Garda numbers have been reducing due to a combination of 
retirements and the moratorium on recruitment put in place by the previous Government as part 
of its plan to reduce the strength of the Force to 13,000.  My objective, despite the enormous 
financial pressures facing the Government, is to ensure that Garda numbers will not fall below 
13,000 and, in this context, I will be bringing proposals to Cabinet in the coming weeks.

12/02/2013WRS02850Asylum Support Services

12/02/2013WRS02900485. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the checks in place 
to ensure that those in the asylum and refugee process, whose deportation orders have been 
revoked on the basis of a judicial review, are actually informed of such (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6688/13]

12/02/2013WRS03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am satisfied that all follow-
up actions agreed or decided in the context of asylum or immigration related judicial review 
proceedings are notified to the relevant parties to the proceedings as soon as the proceedings 
have been finalised. Additionally, I am satisfied that any follow-up actions agreed or decided, 
including those relating to the revocation of a Deportation Order, are undertaken in a timely 
manner.

In the context of the case referred to by the Deputy, I now understand that all necessary 
follow-up actions, including the formal revocation of the Deportation Order in question, have 
now taken place. Furthermore, as the case in question is the subject of ongoing judicial review 
proceedings, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on that case at this time.

12/02/2013WRS03050Subsidiary Protection Applications

12/02/2013WRS03100486. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in the determination of application to leave to remain and subsidiary protection in 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6720/13]

12/02/2013WRS03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 27th July, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
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of making representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for sub-
sidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility 
for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before the 
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the conse-
quences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

12/02/2013WRS03250Asylum Seeker Accommodation

12/02/2013WRS03300487. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons living in direct provision; if he will provide the details in tabular form by year they 
entered direct provision; and his plans, if any, to end housing of asylum seekers in direct provi-
sion hostels. [6727/13]

12/02/2013WRS03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integration 
Agency (RIA), a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department, is responsible for the accommodation of persons while their applications for 
international protection are being processed.  As of 11 February 2013, there are 4,735 residents 
in 35 accommodation centres contracted to RIA throughout the State.

The following profile shows the duration of stay of residents currently in direct provision 
accommodation centres.

Months Currently in Direct Provision Number of residents*
0-3 223
3-6 210
6-9 213
9-12 235
12-18 304
18-24 221
24-36 496
36+ 2,833
Total 4,735
(*This profile is based on residents’ most recent entry to the direct provision system.  It 

does not include past time spent by residents who left the system for a period and subsequently 
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sought and were granted re-access to the system.)

I acknowledge that the length of time spent in the direct provision system is an issue to be 
addressed. On the matter of application processing times and consequent length of time spent 
in the direct provision system, some cases can take significantly longer to complete owing to, 
for example, delays arising from medical issues or because of judicial review proceedings. All 
asylum applications and appeals are processed in accordance with the Refugee Act 1996 and 
high quality and fair decision-making in all cases continues to be a key priority at all stages of 
the asylum process.

For the sake of completeness, it is necessary to point out that persons who are refused a 
declaration under section 17 of the Refugee Act 1996, as amended, enter what is commonly re-
ferred to as the “leave to remain” process which generally has two elements to it: an application 
for subsidiary protection and further consideration to be given under section 3 of the Immigra-
tion Act 1999, as amended. This is separate from the asylum or refugee status determination 
process. The processing of cases at this point is also complex and extremely resource intensive 
and there are no quick or easy decisions to make. Given the life changing consequences for the 
persons involved, these are decisions which must be taken with the most scrupulous care and 
attention.

I have taken steps to speed up the processing of applications, primarily by redeploying staff 
from the refugee determination bodies. The Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill, 2010 
which I intend to republish provides for the introduction of a single procedure to determine ap-
plications for protection and other reasons to remain in the State. This should substantially sim-
plify and streamline the existing arrangements. This reorganisation of the protection application 
processing framework will remove the current multi-layered processes and provide applicants 
with a final decision on their applications in a more straightforward and timely fashion.

Further, I recently approved an initiative to put in place a panel with legal expertise who 
will assist INIS  in processing a cohort of repatriation cases, thus speeding up the overall pro-
cess and reducing the time spent by persons in the direct provision system. I would expect to 
see significant dividends, in terms of cases finalised, from this initiative in the coming months.

As to the system of direct provision itself, I have explained in detail in response to previous 
Dáil Questions the reasons why it was introduced in 1999 in response to a situation where the 
structures then in place were entirely unsuited to the situation then pertaining and was necessary 
to prevent widespread homelessness among asylum seekers.The system remains a necessary 
feature of the State’s asylum and immigration system and, as explained above, my efforts are 
concentrated on reducing the length of time persons stay in centres.

There are no cheaper alternatives to the direct provision system.  In fact, if we were operat-
ing a system which facilitated asylum seekers in living independent lives in individual housing 
with social welfare support and payments, the cost to the exchequer would be double what is 
currently paid under the direct provision system. This was a key finding in the recent Value for 
Money Report on the direct provision system which was published in 2010 and is on the RIA 
website -  www.ria.gov.ie.

12/02/2013WRS03450Immigration Status

12/02/2013WRS03500488. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person 
(details supplied) who has been living in direct provision for nine and a half years will have his 
case decided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6728/13]
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12/02/2013WRS03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned had a 
Deportation Order made against him, following the refusal of his asylum application, and his 
application for subsidiary protection, and the subsequent detailed consideration of his case un-
der Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  The person concerned proceeded 
to lodge judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging the decision to make a 
Deportation Order against him. These proceedings were ‘settled’ with the consequence that 
the person concerned was afforded the opportunity to submit, within a specified period, fresh 
representations pursuant to Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended). Such repre-
sentations have been submitted and will be considered, along with all other information on file, 
before a final decision is taken in this case. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and 
the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

12/02/2013WRS03650Anti-Social Behaviour

12/02/2013WRS03700489. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will support 
the case regarding anti-social behaviour (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [6747/13]

12/02/2013WRS03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is within the Santry Garda Sub-district.  Local Garda man-
agement is aware of anti-social behaviour at the location referred to and have increased Garda 
presence in the area over the past number of months.

The area is patrolled by foot and mobile patrols and receives attention from Community 
Gardaí attached to Santry Garda Station.  Gardaí will continue to patrol this area regularly and 
Community Gardaí will continue to engage with Dublin City Council and other relevant agen-
cies to tackle anti-social activity in the area.

The Garda authorities have indicated that the situation will be kept under review and that 
local Garda Management are closely monitoring such patrols, and other operational strategies 
in place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities in the area to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

12/02/2013WRT00150International Agreements

12/02/2013WRT00200490. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the posi-
tion regarding Ireland’s ratification of the UN Convention against Corruption in November 
2011; the body, under Article 6, that is responsible for preventing corruption committed by Irish 
people and public and private bodies; the way that body has thus far increased and disseminated 
public knowledge about the prevention of corruption; the measures that have been taken to keep 
that body free of undue influence; the resources that have been made available to that body; 
the training made available to staff of that body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6786/13]
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12/02/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government is strongly 
committed to ensuring that the necessary domestic measures are in place to effectively combat 
corruption both nationally and in the context of our international commitments.  Ireland’s rati-
fication of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption in 2011, following the enactment 
of the Prevention of Corruption Act 2010, signalled Ireland’s commitment to the international 
effort in this regard.

The Convention provides a comprehensive set of standards that all countries can apply in 
order to strengthen their legal and regulatory regimes to fight corruption. The Convention also 
calls for preventative measures and the criminalisation of the most prevalent forms of corrup-
tion in both public and private sectors.  Article 6 of the Convention, to which the Deputy refers, 
requires that each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of its legal 
system, ensure the existence of a body or bodies that prevent corruption. The Convention does 
not mandate the creation or maintenance of a body. The Convention recognises that, given the 
range of responsibilities and functions to be undertaken, it may be that this task is assigned to 
different existing agencies.

In applying Article 6 to the domestic situation it is clear that there is a broad spectrum of 
legislation which has relevance for the prevention of corruption including the Prevention of 
Corruption Acts, ethics  legislation, political funding legislation, money laundering legislation, 
the Companies Acts etc.  Ireland’s obligations under Article 6 are consequently addressed by a 
range of bodies including the Standards in Public Office Commission, the Companies Registra-
tion Office, the Central Bank of Ireland, the Director of Corporate Enforcement and the Garda 
Síochána.  The development and implementation of anti-corruption policies, as required by the 
Convention, does not therefore rest with any one body in this jurisdiction.

12/02/2013WRT00350Legal Aid Application Numbers

12/02/2013WRT00400491. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person’s 
social welfare payments have been reduced in order to recover some of the cost of free criminal 
legal aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6790/13]

12/02/2013WRT00500494. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a 
system to record the number of times a person has got free legal aid; the maximum number of 
times a person has been granted free criminal legal aid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6793/13]

12/02/2013WRT00600496. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
a breakdown, in tabular form, of the offences in respect of which persons were awarded free 
criminal legal aid in 2011 and 2012 under the headings murder, rape, sexual assault, aggravated 
burglary, drug offences and theft; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6795/13]

12/02/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 491, 494 and 496 together.

The Criminal Legal Aid Scheme is governed by the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 
and a series of regulations made thereunder.  There is no legal provision to allow for a reduction 
in a person’s social welfare payments on the basis that he/she has been granted a Criminal Legal 
Aid Certificate.  Any proposal to recoup criminal legal aid by reducing a person’s social welfare 
payments would need careful consideration as a person’s right to be legally represented in re-
spect of criminal charges, if necessary at the expense of the State, is constitutionally protected.  
The Deputy will appreciate my overriding concern is to ensure that no risk arises in relation to 
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the prosecution of persons charged with criminal offences before the courts.

The Deputy will be aware that criminal legal aid is granted by the courts.  Under the pro-
visions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in the performance of its functions.  In order to be of as-
sistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that 
their Criminal Case Tracking System (CCTS) contains a record of legal aid granted by the Dis-
trict Court.  The records, however, are not kept in a manner which would allow for the extrac-
tion of information showing the number of times a person has been granted criminal legal aid.

In October 2011 the Legal Aid Board commenced administering the ad hoc Garda Station 
Legal Advice Scheme which covers the provision of free legal advice to persons detained in 
respect of certain offences under section 4 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984, section 30 of the 
Offences against the State Act 1939, section 2 of the Criminal Justice (Drug Trafficking) Act 
1996 and section 50 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007.   The Board is recording detailed data, 
including the number of persons availing of the scheme.  Their data show that from October 
2011, a total of 666 persons have accessed the scheme on two or more occasions.  New legis-
lation currently being drafted will assign responsibility to the Board for administration of the 
entire legal aid scheme which will facilitate, inter alia, the collection of data.  The information 
sought in relation to the range of offences covered is also not readily available from the system 
but I will arrange for the information to be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

12/02/2013WRT00750Legal Aid Service Reform

12/02/2013WRT00800492. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to in-
troduce restrictions on the number of times a person can claim free criminal legal aid; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6791/13]

12/02/2013WRT00900493. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is legally 
possible to introduce a ban on free criminal legal aid for persons with multiple convictions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6792/13]

12/02/2013WRT01000495. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a sys-
tem in place to carry out a means test for free criminal legal aid; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6794/13]

12/02/2013WRT01100497. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason there 
has been a delay in handing over the free legal aid scheme to the Legal Aid Board to administer; 
when this is due to happen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6796/13]

12/02/2013WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 492, 493, 495 and 497 together.

Under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, free legal aid may be granted by the court 
in certain circumstances, for the defence of any person of insufficient means in criminal pro-
ceedings.  An applicant for legal aid must establish to the satisfaction of the court that his/her 
means are insufficient to enable him/her to pay for legal aid and the court must also be satisfied 
that by reason of the “gravity of the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in the 
interests of justice that the applicant should have legal aid.  The court may require the applicant 
to furnish a statement of his/her means.  The granting or refusal of criminal legal aid is a matter 
determined by the judiciary.

Total expenditure on Criminal Legal Aid for 2012 came to €50.5 million, a reduction of 10% 
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over 2011.  This reduction in the annual expenditure is the largest ever recorded and represents 
a fall of approximately €10 million, or 16%, over the peak recorded in 2009.  The reductions 
follow savings measures I have introduced since coming into office including cuts to fees dur-
ing 2011.  Other measures are being introduced with a view to speeding up criminal cases, cut-
ting down on adjournments etc.  I am also considering, in the context of legislation currently 
being drafted, measures to update and strengthen the system of granting legal aid including 
transferring responsibility for the administration of the Scheme to the Legal Aid Board. The Bill 
is likely to include provisions to, inter alia, regulate better the taking of statements of means, 
increase the sanction for false declarations, allow the Board to verify the means of applicants 
and to prosecute cases of abuse.  Provision to give power to the Board to recover the costs of 
criminal legal aid in certain circumstances or to make application to a court to revoke a criminal 
legal aid certificate are also under consideration.

These provisions must have regard to the right to a fair trial, including the provision of le-
gal aid where appropriate, which is a constitutional right upheld by the courts in a number of 
judgments.  The Supreme Court ruling in the case of State (Healy) v Donoghue [1976]I.R. 325 
effectively determined that the right to criminal legal aid is, in circumstances which are quite 
wide in practice, a constitutional right.  Article 6(3)(c) of the European Convention on Human 
Rights states that “Everyone charged with a criminal offence has [the right] to defend himself in 
person or through legal assistance of his own choosing or, if he has not sufficient means to pay 
for legal assistance, to be given it free when the interests of justice so require”.    As the Deputy 
will be aware, an accused person is entitled to a presumption of innocence and legal representa-
tion and any obstacles to obtaining necessary legal aid which were found to be unreasonable 
could give a defendant an avenue for appeal or prohibition of the prosecution.  Therefore, I have 
no plans at present to restrict the number of times a person can apply for legal aid.

I hope the Deputy will appreciate that, while every effort is being made to contain costs, my 
overriding concern must be to ensure that any person charged with a criminal offence cannot 
evade trial.  Drafting of the legislation, which includes the transfer of administration to the Le-
gal Aid Board, has not progressed to date due to other legislative priorities in my own Depart-
ment and the Attorney General’s Office but I hope to publish the Bill later this year.

Question No. 494 answered with Question No. 491.

  Question No. 495 answered with Question No. 492.

  Question No. 496 answered with Question No. 491.

  Question No. 497 answered with Question No. 492.

12/02/2013WRT01650Garda Vetting Applications

12/02/2013WRT01700498. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
delay in having Garda vetting clearance issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dub-
lin 12. [6814/13]

12/02/2013WRT01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the person concerned was received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit. The application was processed and returned to the registered or-
ganisation involved on 8 February 2013.
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12/02/2013WRT01850Garda Transport Expenditure

12/02/2013WRT01900499. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
funding that has been provided in the budget specifically for the purchase of patrol cars; the 
number of patrol cars to be purchased; the districts the patrol cars will be allocated to; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6818/13]

12/02/2013WRT02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The financial provision in the 
Garda budget for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in 2013 is €5 million.  The funding 
will enable An Garda Síochána to obtain a significant number of new vehicles and it is a matter 
which is under active consideration by Garda authorities.  At this stage, however, the specific 
details involved have yet to be finalised but the Deputy can be assured that the vehicles will be 
deployed as effectively as possible in line with operational circumstances.

The allocation of the €5 million represents a very considerable financial investment in Gar-
da transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide 
an effective and efficient policing service.  Furthermore, as the Deputy may be aware, I made 
an additional €3 million available to An Garda Síochána towards the end of last year, enabling 
the Force to procure a total of 312 vehicles in 2012.  In this context I understand that over 170 
vehicles are in the process of being rolled out across the country, on the basis of a detailed 
analysis of the operational requirements of the Force.

12/02/2013WRT02050Garda Stations Opening Hours

12/02/2013WRT02100500. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
Garda station in Rathcoole, County Dublin; if there are any plans to reduce the opening hours, 
staffing or funding of that Garda station in 2013 or 2014; and if there are any plans or consider-
ation currently being given to the closure of the station in the near future. [6824/13]

12/02/2013WRT02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Policing 
Plan for 2013 sets out details for the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the country.  95 
of these stations were closed on the 31 January 2013 and the remaining 5 will be closed in the 
coming months. Rathcoole Garda Station is not listed for closure.  Any decision on the open-
ing hours of Garda stations throughout the country is an operational one for the Commissioner 
and I have no function in the matter. While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet 
been prepared, I understand, from discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the current 
consolidation process will be largely completed by the end of this year and it seems unlikely at 
this point in time that there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 2015. 

12/02/2013WRT02250Bench Warrants

12/02/2013WRT02300501. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of war-
rants currently outstanding in the Garda R district as of 31 January 2013; the steps being taken 
in the District to deal with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6827/13]

12/02/2013WRT02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the following table shows the number of outstanding warrants in the Garda R 
District as of 31 January 2013. 
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Warrants Outstanding in the Garda R District

Warrant Type Outstanding as of 31 January 2013
Penal 4,729
Bench 597

Local Garda Management is satisfied that every effort is being made to execute warrants in 
the R District in line with policing demands throughout the Division.  The R District encom-
passes the Coolock, Swords and Malahide Sub-districts. There is a dedicated warrants unit in 
the R District to manage and execute warrants. This unit is assisted by uniform and plain clothes 
units who also execute warrants.

An Garda Síochána continually liaise with other agencies, including Government Depart-
ments, to locate individuals sought on warrant resulting in addresses other than those provided 
on the warrants being obtained.  Warrants personnel also regularly liaise with the Irish Prison 
Service and the Courts Service to ensure that timely exchange of relevant information regarding 
persons sought for the service of Warrants.  There can be a multiplicity of reasons why warrants 
can take time to execute and, in some cases, they can prove ultimately unenforceable, as the 
subjects of the warrants will often take every step open to them to try to avoid arrest through 
moving from address to address, leaving the country and so on.

I have been advised by the Garda Commissioner that at present there is an Inspector in each 
Garda District in the Dublin Metropolitan Region and each Division outside the DMR tasked 
with managing the execution of warrants, and other issues relating to them. In addition, specific 
members of the Force are tasked with their execution. While it is clearly important that An Gar-
da Síochána take all possible action to ensure that warrants are executed as quickly as possible, 
it should be borne in mind that the vast majority of warrants do not relate to violent or the more 
serious categories of offence.  In this regard, I have been assured by the Garda Commissioner 
that An Garda Síochána give priority to the execution of warrants in respect of serious crime 
and will continue to do so.  I am also advised that there is a warrants working group in place 
which facilitates liaison between the various stakeholders, including the Court Service and the 
Prison Service and which works to identify, address and prevent difficulties in the warrants 
process. The work of the group is ongoing and relevant recommendations for the improvement 
of systems are being implemented on an ongoing basis.

Of its nature, the figure for outstanding warrants recorded by PULSE at any given time 
reflects an accumulation of old warrants which has arisen over the years and I have been con-
cerned that the total figure for outstanding warrants as shown on PULSE may not be a reliable 
indicator of the number of ‘live’ warrants which are enforceable which are on hand. In this 
regard, I have asked the Commissioner to consider whether there may be a better way of main-
taining statistics which gives a more realistic indication in relation to any backlog of warrants.

There seems little doubt that the outstanding warrants figures for previous years reflected 
partly the situation which then obtained in relation to the use of imprisonment in cases of non-
payment of fines, a practice which I think most people now regard as highly undesirable. Since 
the commencement of section 14 of the Fines Act 2010, a Court is now obliged to take into 
account the means of the person before imposing a fine. This measure combined with other 
provisions such as the use of community service, payment by instalment and use of attachment 
of earnings should, when fully operational, have very beneficial effects on the number of war-
rants which the Gardaí are called on to enforce.  I am in ongoing contact with the Commissioner 
on this matter and he has assured me that both he and his senior management team are closely 
monitoring the situation with a view to ensuring that warrants are executed as expeditiously 



12 February 2013

281

as possible. I expect to receive a further report from the Garda authorities on the matter in the 
coming months. 

12/02/2013WRT02450Visa Applications

12/02/2013WRT02500502. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a breakdown of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service figures for visa ap-
plications from Russia and Turkey for 2011 and 2012, in terms of type of visa applied for; the 
purpose of the visit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6835/13]

12/02/2013WRT02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the total number of visa applications from 
Russia and Turkey in 2011 amounted to 12,634 and 3,506.  The corresponding figures for 2012 
amounted to 13,504 and 3,911 respectively.  The Visa Office in Moscow accepts applications 
from residents of the Russian Federation, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.  The Irish embassy in Ankara accepts applications from residents of 
Turkey and Azerbaijan.  It is not possible to disaggregrate the number of visas in respect of Rus-
sian and Turkish nationals from the overall figures without a disproportionate amount of effort.  
The grant rate for applications from both countries was 97%  in each of the years in question.

The majority of visa applications from Russia and Turkey are for Short Stay Visas for the 
purpose of tourism, family visits or business.  The Deputy may be aware that since 1 July, 2011 
visitors from Russia and Turkey who are in possession of a UK visa and who have passed UK 
immigration control have been able to avail of a Visa Waiver Programme which means that 
they do not also require an Irish visa to travel to Ireland.  Notwithstanding this concession, the 
number of applications from Russia and Turkey has grown in the period since the introduction 
of the Visa Waiver Programme, and trips from all of the countries covered by the Programme 
increased by 21% in the twelve months following its introduction.  These are good indications 
of the success of promotional initiatives such as the Visa Waiver Programme in raising aware-
ness of Ireland as a tourist and business destination.

The Deputy may also wish to note that INIS, in partnership with Marketing English in 
Ireland (MEI), the representative body for English language schools, has recently commenced 
pilot programmes in Turkey to attract English language students to Ireland. These will mainly 
be second level students coming to Ireland for short stays, together with third level students and 
executive level employees who may come for either short or medium stays in order to further 
their knowledge of the English language.

12/02/2013WRT02650Garda Stations Closures

12/02/2013WRT02700503. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the closure of the proposed 95 Garda stations in view of the fact that they more than 
serve as a crime preventing measure. [6853/13]

12/02/2013WRT02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Policing 
Plan for 2013 sets out details for the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the country.  95 
of these stations were closed on the 31 January 2013 and the remaining 5 will be closed in the 
coming months.  The Garda Commissioner has stated that the revised structures will continue 
to support the Garda community philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs.  
This centralisation of services will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling arrange-
ments which, in turn, will provide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining existing 



Questions - Written Answers

282

Garda links with communities throughout the country.   The objective will be to ensure that 
the best possible policing service will continue to be provided to our communities.   The Garda 
Commissioner has also advised that closure of stations will result in some additional 61,000 
patrolling hours being available for operational policing.

In addition, the Garda Síochána has recently acquired a number of vehicles which are being 
converted into mobile Garda offices and it is planned that they will be assigned to areas where 
Garda stations have been closed to ensure that members of the public can continue to conduct 
their business and interact with members of An Garda Síochána.

Gardaí work closely with all communities to enhance community safety through a wide 
range of local fora such as Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch. Neither I as Minister 
nor the Government will shirk in our responsibility to do everything we can to maintain the 
strong Garda connection with the Community and to ensure that to the maximum extent pos-
sible resources will continue to be made available to the Garda Síochána.  I am confident that 
the Garda Síochána will continue to provide a professional policing service right across the 
country in a manner that is effective and is consistent with the highest standards for which the 
Force is renowned.

12/02/2013WRT02850Residency Permits

12/02/2013WRT02900504. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
specify the average amount of time it currently takes to process an application for permission 
to remain in the State on the basis of a de facto relationship; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6856/13]

12/02/2013WRT03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service that applications are dealt with in chronologi-
cal order and that the time taken to process an application can depend on a number of factors 
including the overall level of applications, the complexity of the case, the submission of the 
necessary documentation in a timely manner and the cooperation of the applicant in the process 
itself. A decision is issued on average within 16 weeks.

12/02/2013WRT03050Prison Committals

12/02/2013WRT03100505. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will declare 
the percentage of female prisoners in prisons here who are serving time for the non-payment of 
fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6904/13]

12/02/2013WRT03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that 
the number of such persons held in custody at any one time is a tiny fraction of the overall pris-
oner population.  On 11 February, 2013, there were no female prisoners in custody which fell 
into this category.

12/02/2013WRT03250Court Procedures

12/02/2013WRT03300506. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedures in 
place to deal with alleged cases in which barristers or solicitors knowingly provide inaccurate 
or untrue information to a court; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6906/13]
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12/02/2013WRT03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At present, the regulation of 
solicitors takes place under the Solicitors Acts 1954-2008.  Barristers are not regulated by simi-
lar legislation but under the aegis of the Bar Council.  Under Section 2 of the Code of Conduct 
for the Bar a barrister has an overriding duty to the court to ensure in the public interest that the 
proper and efficient administration of justice is achieved and he/she must assist the court in the 
administration of justice and must not deceive or knowingly mislead the court.

Under Section 5 of the Guide to Professional Conduct of Solicitors, a solicitor not only acts 
for his client and owes a duty to do his best for that client but he also owes a duty to the court.  
The proper administration of justice requires that the court be able to rely upon each lawyer 
who appears before it or who has dealings with it.  A solicitor:

 (a) should promote and protect fearlessly by all proper and lawful means the client’s best 
interests and do so without regard to his own interest or to any consequences to himself or to 
any person,

 (b) should keep confidential information about a client and his or her affairs and must not 
disclose the facts known to him regarding the client’s character or previous convictions without 
the client’s express consent,

 (c) has an overriding duty to the court to ensure in the public interest that the proper and 
efficient administration of justice is achieved and should assist the court in the administration 
of justice and should not deceive or knowingly or recklessly mislead the court’.

Both of the professional conduct regimes are to be modernised and reformed under the Le-
gal Services Regulation Bill 2011 which is awaiting Committee Stage. To that end, the Bill has 
three important levers of reform in relation to the regulation of the two legal professions and of 
legal costs, namely:

 - a new, independent, Legal Services Regulatory Authority with responsibility for the over-
sight of both solicitors and barristers.

 - an independent complaints system to deal with public complaints including those relating 
to professional misconduct. There will also be an independent Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary 
Tribunal to deal with both legal professions.

 - an Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator that will assume the role of the existing Taxing-
Master. The new Office, headed by a Chief Legal Costs Adjudicator, will modernise the way 
disputed legal costs are adjudicated and two new Taxing-Masters have already been appointed 
in anticipation of this reform.  Determinations of costs made by the Adjudicator will be made 
public and the Adjudicator may also publish legal costs guidelines. Separately, the Bill sets out, 
for the first time in legislation, a set of Legal Costs Principles.  It also imposes greater obliga-
tions on legal practitioners to disclose the actual or potential costs of legal proceedings to their 
clients.

12/02/2013WRT03450Garda Deployment

12/02/2013WRT03500507. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to concerns in relation to the decision to disband the Cavan-Monaghan divisional 
drugs unit in view of the valuable work that it had undertaken since its establishment; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the need to continue this work, including drug seizures and dealing 
with other offences connected with illegal drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6928/13]
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12/02/2013WRT03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including per-
sonnel, throughout An Garda Síochána and I have no direct function in the matter.  This al-
location of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, policing needs 
and other operational strategies in place on District, Divisional and Regional levels to ensure 
optimum use is made of Garda resources and that the best possible Garda service continues to 
be provided to the public.

With regard to the policing arrangements for the Cavan/Monaghan Garda Division, I am 
advised by the Garda authorities that local Garda management recently carried out an overall 
review of policing structures within the Division in order to ensure the continued delivery of 
a full and comprehensive policing service to the community and to ensure the most efficient 
use of available resources.  Following this review, the Garda authorities have determined that 
the Detective Branch in the Cavan/Monaghan Division, which has recently received additional 
personnel, will take a lead role in the enforcement of drug related legislation.  This will be 
achieved through intelligence led policing and the undertaking of targeted operations against 
those involved in drug trafficking. This will ensure that this important aspect of policing re-
mains a priority within the Division and local Garda management are satisfied that this is the 
most appropriate resource strategy to be adapted in this regard.

I can assure the Deputy that tackling the illegal drug trade remains a key priority for this 
Government and for An Garda Síochána, as reflected in the strategic actions outlined in the Na-
tional Drug Strategy and the policing priorites of An Garda Síóchána.  I will continue to support 
An Garda Síochána in all their efforts to bring about the successful disruption of the illegal drug 
trade and I commend them on their ongoing successes in this regard.

12/02/2013WRT03650Garda Vetting of Personnel

12/02/2013WRT03700508. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the short-
est, longest and median turnaround time for Garda clearance; if he will outline the efforts he 
is making to ensure prompt turnaround of applications, with particular reference to those of 
potential staff members of health care facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6949/13]

12/02/2013WRT03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland 
which employ personnel to work in a full time part time, voluntary or student capacity with 
children and or vulnerable adults and who are registered with the Unit for this purpose. The 
Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 
2012.  The Deputy may wish to note that in order to observe equity and fairness in respect of 
all applicants for Garda vetting, the standard procedure is that all applications from no matter 
what organisation are processed in chronological order from their date of receipt. Accordingly, 
there is no specific protocol in place for the management of vetting applications pertaining to 
potential staff members of health care facilities.

The information requested by the Deputy would require the diversion of staff resources 
which could not be justified in the context of the necessity to address the existing case load of 
vetting applications.  Notwithstanding that, the average processing time for vetting procedures 
is currently 8 to 10 weeks. However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional 
information on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on oc-
casion. All organisations are aware of the processing time frames for the receipt of Garda vet-
ting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection processes.
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It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining 
the overall integrity of the vetting system. In that regard, following discussions with the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform, I am pleased to announce that sanction has been 
granted for an additional 25 staff to be re-deployed from the Department of Agriculture to the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit in the near future.

12/02/2013WRT03850Refugee Status Applications

12/02/2013WRT03900509. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application for refugee status in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6951/13]

12/02/2013WRT04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Her asylum claim was considered by the Office of the Refugee Ap-
plications Commissioner and, on appeal, by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal, both of whom con-
cluded that the person concerned did not meet the criteria for recognition as a refugee.  Arising 
from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by letter dated 
11th August, 2011, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of her.  
She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State volun-
tarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the 
Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against her. In 
addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance 
with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of 
the outcome.  In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position 
in the State of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered 
before a final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the conse-
quences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

12/02/2013WRT04050Liquor Licensing Laws

12/02/2013WRT04100510. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if and when he 
intends to commence section 9 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act (2008); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7000/13]

12/02/2013WRT04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the Report 
of the Steering Group on a National Substance Misuse Strategy which was published last year 
contains a broad range of recommendations which seek to address the negative consequences 
of alcohol misuse and alcohol-related harm in this country. The Department of Health is cur-
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rently developing an Action Plan for submission to the Government in response to the Report’s 
recommendations. Future arrangements for the display and sale of alcohol in mixed trading 
outlets such as supermarkets and convenience stores will be considered by the Government in 
the context of that Action Plan.

12/02/2013WRT04250Garda Youth Diversion Projects

12/02/2013WRT04300511. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will out-
line the rationale for the Garda youth diversion projects; if these projects operate in counties 
Longford and Westmeath; the way these projects are assessed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7012/13]

12/02/2013WRT04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department funds 100 
Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) nationwide.  They are community-based, multi-agen-
cy crime prevention initiatives, which seek to provide focussed and effective interventions to 
young people coming to the attention of An Garda Síochána who are at risk of or who have 
become involved in offending behaviour. They operate as a support to the Garda Diversion 
Programme and the network of Juvenile Liaison Officers across the country.  The projects are 
particularly targeted at 12-17 year old “at risk” youths in communities where a specific need has 
been identified and where there is a risk of them remaining within the justice system. The proj-
ects also operate measures under the European Social Fund 2007 - 2013 part-funded Human 
Capital Investment Programme with the specific purpose of increasing the capacity of project 
participants to find employment.

Projects operate through a local project committee structure, chaired by the local District 
Officer. Projects are delivered under the terms of a Funding Agreement between my Depart-
ment and the Community Based Organisation managing the projects. Projects are assessed on 
the basis of a planning, appraisal and reporting mechanism through the project committee and 
the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS) and The Garda office for Children and Youth Affairs 
(GOCYA).  While a report on the overall operation of GYDPs 2009 - 2011 is available on the 
IYJS website (www.iyjs.ie), details sought in relation to GYDPs in Co. Longford and Co. West-
meath are as follows:

 GYDP Name Location 2012 Funding European 
Social 
Fund

2011 
Participant 
Information 
(12-18 years)

 LEAP Foróige 
Earl Street
Longford
Co. Longford

€74,482 €38,500 101 Participants
Gender profile: 
69% male, 31% 
female.
Most common 
offences 
include: 
Trespass, 
Disorderly 
conduct, 
Theft from 
a shop
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 GYDP Name Location 2012 Funding European 
Social 
Fund

2011 
Participant 
Information 
(12-18 years)

 ALF Midland 
Regional Youth 
Service Pump 
Lane Athlone
Co. Westmeath

€69,657 €38,500 48 Participants-
Gender profile: 
71% male, 29% 
female.
Most 
common 
offences 
include: 
Disorderly 
conduct, Other 
Assault  and 
Theft from a 
shop

EYE Midland 
Regional Youth 
Service 1 
Spoutwell 
Lane
Mullingar
Co. Westmeath

€85,230 €38,500 88 Participants-
Gender profile: 
72% male, 28% 
female.
Most 
common 
offences 
include: Theft 
from a shop, 
Other Assault, 
Other thefts, 
handling stolen 
property

12/02/2013WRT04450Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

12/02/2013WRT04500512. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
arrests that have been made as part of Operation Quest so far in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7015/13]

12/02/2013WRT04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Originally launched in the 
Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) in 2003, Operation Quest targets brothel keeping and or-
ganised prostitution. The Operation has  been expanded, with liaison officers appointed in each 
Garda division within the DMR and also on a Regional basis, with a Detective Superintendent, 
within the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, having the national remit as the Point of 
Contact for the investigation of such criminality.  Operation Quest maintains strong links with 
foreign police forces tackling organised prostitution and continues to work on a daily basis with 
Government agencies and non-governmental agencies in this area. Organised prostitution and 
brothel keeping in Ireland is a cross border issue, resulting in strong cooperation between the 
An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland, (PSNI).

Insofar as the number of arrests in 2013 is concerned, I am informed by the Garda authori-
ties that the overall number of such arrests is not readily available.  However, I can inform the 
Deputy that in January 2013 as part of an investigation under Operation Quest, An Garda Sío-
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chána arrested and detained three persons on suspicion of Human Trafficking and Organising 
Prostitution.  A file is currently being prepared for the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) in 
relation to this matter and a number of charges are envisaged against central figures within this 
criminal group.

12/02/2013WRU00050Family Reunification Applications

12/02/2013WRU00100513. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed and eligibility for family reunification in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7024/13]

12/02/2013WRU00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The individuals referred to 
currently have visa applications under consideration.  The visa applications were received in the 
Visa Office, Dublin on 5 November 2012.  They were referred to the Visa Office in Abuja for 
processing, as the individuals concerned are currently resident in Nigeria.  Preliminary assess-
ments of the applications have been completed and the reference in Ireland has been contacted 
requesting further documentation.  Cases of this type are dealt with in chronological order and 
comprehensive examination of the applications referred to will take place in due course.  The  
actual processing time for dealing with such applications can vary depending on the particular 
circumstances of each individual case and the type of investigation required.  The nature of the 
applications referred to by the Deputy require more in depth consideration than straightforward 
‘visit’ visas.  Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS 
by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this pur-
pose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need 
to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider 
using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, 
inadequate or too long awaited.

12/02/2013WRU00250Magdalen Laundries Report

12/02/2013WRU00300514. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if printed copies 
of the Magdalen laundries report will be provided to persons who request them in view of the 
fact that some citizens with a strong interest in reading the report may not be computer literate. 
[7062/13]

12/02/2013WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The report was published on 
two websites - www.idcmagdalen.ie and www.justice.ie.  While only a limited number of copies 
were printed, I can assure the Deputy that my Department will do its best to facilitate people 
with access where possible.

12/02/2013WRU00450Garda Investigations

12/02/2013WRU00500515. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the cash for cars signs around Dublin; and the role of criminals on this matter. 
[7076/13]

12/02/2013WRU00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputy directly 
when the report is to hand.
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12/02/2013WRU00650Immigration Status

12/02/2013WRU00700516. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on an in-
cident detailed in a press statement (details supplied) issued by representatives of the Interna-
tional Transport Workers Federation; and if he will issue a directive that ships’ crew in similar 
situations will be supported by the Garda and his Department. [7083/13]

12/02/2013WRU00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would like at the outset to 
make it clear that the men concerned were not deported from the State nor were they detained 
at any time but were returned to their country of origin to be reunited with their families as they 
themselves had requested.  In this regard, when the people concerned were located by An Garda 
Síochána, a spokesman on their behalf alleged that they had been the subject of poor working 
conditions while on board the vessel concerned and that they had not been paid by the owners 
of the vessel for work done.  The spokesman made it clear that they would not return to the ves-
sel and that they wished to return to their country of origin.  The spokesman indicated that they 
wished to make contact with their embassy.  They made no request to contact any other body or 
agency.  Contact was made by the local Garda Síochána with the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau (GNIB) at Dublin with a view to determining the appropriate course to be taken.  The 
GNIB in turn contacted officials in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS).  
The request to make contact with Consular officials at their Embassy in London, was facilitated 
and INIS made inquiries with a view to sourcing accommodation for the people concerned, 
which resulted in accommodation being provided at no cost to them until they were repatriated.

Neither INIS nor An Garda Síochána is aware of any proceedings being initiated over the 11 
days during which the vessel was at port, which would have prevented the vessel from leaving 
this jurisdiction and there is no provision in immigration related legislation which could have 
given rise to such a situation.  The issue of the alleged dispute regarding conditions and pay-
ment of wages is not a matter for my Department or An Garda Síochána.  I am informed that 
the in relation to the issue of payment of wages to the crew onboard fishing vessels that this is 
the responsibility of the flag state, which in this case is the United Kingdom.  However, if the 
people concerned are required to return to Ireland in connection with the alleged dispute, it is 
open to them to seek an Irish entry visa for that purpose.  I can inform the Deputy that all the 
people concerned have now travelled back safely to their country of origin.

12/02/2013WRU00850Citizenship Applications

12/02/2013WRU00900517. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of a citizenship 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork which was lodged on 27 
March; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7092/13]

12/02/2013WRU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in March 2012.  The application is being 
processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for 
the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be submit-
ted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  As well as being a significant event in the 
life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law 
is also a major step for the State which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within 
the State but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.  Queries in relation to the status of individual 
immigration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facil-
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ity which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

12/02/2013WRU01050Personal Insolvency Act

12/02/2013WRU01100518. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide an update regarding the personal insolvency service; if the service will be operational 
by March; if not, when the service will be operational; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7097/13]

12/02/2013WRU01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The full operation of the provi-
sions of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 is expected in the early part of 2013.  The Insolvency 
Service of Ireland aims to open its office, launch its website, commence an information cam-
paign with the issuing of publications and relevant guidelines in March 2013.  The regulatory 
and IT frameworks required for the Service to accept and process applications for the new debt 
arrangements should be in place during Quarter 2 of 2013.

12/02/2013WRU01250Garda Stations Closures

12/02/2013WRU01300519. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his further plans in 
relation to the closure of Garda stations; if he has had discussions with An Garda Síochána in 
relation to this matter; if they are working on any proposals to be brought to his attention on this 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7126/13]

12/02/2013WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Each year the Commissioner 
prepares a Policing Plan which outlines his proposals for providing the policing service in the 
country for the following year.  Among other things, this plan must include any proposals he 
has for the re-organisation of the Divisional or Regional network together with any plans he has 
for the closure of a Garda station.  While the Policing Plan for 2014 has not yet been prepared, 
I understand, from discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the current consolidation 
process will be largely completed by the end of this year and it seems unlikely at this point in 
time that there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.

12/02/2013WRU01450Garda Stations Opening Hours

12/02/2013WRU01500520. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department 
or the Garda Síochána are preparing any proposals for him regarding reducing the opening 
hours of Garda stations throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7127/13]

12/02/2013WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Any decision on the opening 
hours of Garda stations throughout the country is an operational one for the Commissioner and I 
have no function in the matter.  The Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before 
both Houses of the Oireachtas on 5 December 2012, sets out details of the future opening hours 
of some stations in Cork and Dublin.  It is important to remember that while these Garda sta-
tions are listed for revised opening hours from 24 hour stations, they will remain as functioning 
Garda stations on a 24 hour basis.  The full list of these details is available in the Policing Plan 
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which is available in the Oireachtas Library and on the Garda web site.  The delivery of the 
most effective policing service possible to the public remains a core objective of the Commis-
sioner and he will continue to have my full support in seeking to maximise the number of gardaí 
on active frontline duty, preventing and detecting crime right across the country.

12/02/2013WRU01650Constitutional Amendments

12/02/2013WRU01700521. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on future plans regarding marriage for same sex couples. [7139/13]

12/02/2013WRU01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer to my response to Par-
liamentary Question no. 146 of 7 November 2012 in which I indicated that legislation providing 
for same-sex marriage cannot be enacted without an amendment to the Constitution following a 
decision of the people in a referendum on the matter in accordance with Article 46 of the Con-
stitution.  In this regard the programme for Government includes a commitment to establish a 
Constitutional Convention to consider constitutional reform on a number of issues including 
provision for same-sex marriage.  I understand that the Constitutional Convention is expected 
to consider the issue of same-sex marriage in April.

12/02/2013WRU01850Domestic Violence Policy

12/02/2013WRU01900522. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to intro-
duce reforms of current laws which will improve safety for victims of domestic violence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7158/13]

12/02/2013WRU02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I indicated in response 
to Parliamentary Question No. 103 of 11 December 2012, the programme for Government 
commitment - to introduce consolidated and reformed domestic violence legislation to address 
all aspects of domestic violence, threatened violence and intimidation, in a way that provides 
protection to victims - will be progressed as soon as possible having regard to the need for con-
sultations and the need to dispose of urgent legislative matters in my Department under the EU/
IMF Programme of Financial Support for the State.

12/02/2013WRU02050Proposed Legislation

12/02/2013WRU02100523. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update in relation to the preparation of the family relationships and children’s Bill; and if he 
envisages that it will afford legal recognition to the relationship between the children of one 
partner and the other in a civil partnership. [7162/13]

12/02/2013WRU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I indicated in response to 
Question No. 789 of 16 January 2013, I am presently engaged in the preparation of a Family 
Relationships and Children Bill.  I intend to publish the Heads of the Bill as soon as possible in 
2013 having regard to the need for consultations and the need to dispose of urgent legislative 
matters in my Department under the EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for the State.  
In preparing my proposals for legislation, I am considering the detailed recommendations of 
the Law Reform Commission in its Report on the Legal Aspects of Family Relationships.  The 
Commission recommends that legislative provisions be introduced to facilitate the extension 
of guardianship (parental responsibility) to civil partners and step-parents either by agreement 
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with the other parties who have parental responsibility for the child or by application to court.  
In that context, I am considering the Commission’s specific recommendations on legislative 
reform, which would put same-sex couples and step-parents on an equal footing with other 
couples in relation to their children.  I am also reviewing existing legislation worldwide ad-
dressing the issues of parentage, assisted human reproduction and surrogacy and considering 
the recommendations contained in the Report of the Commission on Assisted Human Repro-
duction published by the Department of Health in 2005.  Those reforms must ensure that chil-
dren in lesbian or gay family units are able to form a legal connection with their non-biological 
parent and that kindred relationships flow from such legal connection.  In particular, reform of 
the law is needed in the areas of guardianship, custody and access, and to ensure maintenance 
and inheritance rights for the children of civil partners.

12/02/2013WRU02250Garda Recruitment

12/02/2013WRU02300524. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will com-
mence the recruitment of additional gardaí in view of dwindling numbers; if he will recom-
mence training in Templemore, County Tipperary, for this purpose; if he will give an indication 
as to when the next intake of Garda trainees will commence in Templemore; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7169/13]

12/02/2013WRU02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As of 31 December 2012, the 
latest date for which figures are readily available, the total strength of the Force was 13,424 
which is, in fact, slightly more than the figure of 13,350 proposed by the previous Government 
in its National Recovery Plan 2011-2014.  There are also approximately 2,000 civilian sup-
port staff and almost 1,000 Garda Reserves in the Garda Síochána.  Garda numbers have been 
reducing due to the moratorium on recruitment.  My objective, despite the enormous financial 
pressures facing the Government is to ensure that Garda numbers will not fall below 13,000.  I 
have informed my Cabinet colleagues that I am reviewing the position regarding Garda strength 
in light of an estimated reduction to just over 13,000 by the end of 2013, and, in this context, I 
will be bringing all relevant  proposals to Cabinet in the coming weeks.

12/02/2013WRU02450Garda Vetting Applications

12/02/2013WRU02500525. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the safeguards that 
exist for somebody to challenge the soft evidence permitted in the 2012 Vetting Act, whereby 
gardaí or the national vetting unit could make a disclosure which bypasses the courts; and the 
redress does an individual has to challenge these assertions. [7202/13]

12/02/2013WRU02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The National Vetting Bureau 
(Children & Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 sets out procedures to allow the disclosure of crimi-
nal records and specified information for vetting purposes.  “Specified information” is infor-
mation other than a court determined criminal record.  For example, “specified information” 
includes conclusions from investigations of child abuse or neglect that have been conducted by 
the HSE, where such investigations have concluded that a person poses a threat to children or 
vulnerable persons.  The procedures set out in the Act are designed to ensure that the human 
rights of the person being vetted are adequately protected.  It is important to note that before 
specified information can be disclosed, the person who is the subject of the information must be 
given a copy of that information and must be given the opportunity to challenge the proposed 
disclosure.  The Act also provides that a disclosure of such information will only occur where 
there is a bona-fide concern that the person poses a threat to children or vulnerable persons, and 
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the information has been assessed for its reliability and relevance, and the disclosure is in ac-
cordance with principles of natural justice.

The Act provides for the appointment of an independent Appeals Officer who will be re-
sponsible for assessing and deciding appeals against the proposed disclosure of specified infor-
mation.  A party to an appeal can also appeal a determination of an appeal by an appeals officer 
to the High Court, on a point of law.  By confining the information that can be disclosed to in-
formation arising from criminal investigations or statutory inquiries, and by ensuring that indi-
viduals who are the subject of such information have their right to defend their name protected 
in the Act, the Act seeks to ensure that information such as vague rumours, or innuendo or false 
allegations cannot form any part of the vetting process.  The Act also seeks to ensure that the 
constitutional right of all citizens to protect their good name, as provided in Article 40.3.2 of the 
constitution, is fully protected.

12/02/2013WRU02650Magdalen Laundries Report

12/02/2013WRU02700526. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
a matter (details supplied) regarding the Magdalen laundries report; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7240/13]

12/02/2013WRU02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government is committed 
to playing its full part in a healing and reconciliation process with a view to bringing closure 
for the women concerned.  When we have a full debate in the House next week, the Deputy 
can be assured that An Taoiseach, who has been meeting some of the women involved, will be 
responding to the significant issues identified in the McAleese Report in a fair and compassion-
ate way.

12/02/2013WRU02850Drugs Courts

12/02/2013WRU02900527. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 630 of 14 September 2011, if the review mentioned has taken place; if 
he will outline the up to date situation with reference to any such review finding; the numbers 
dealt with by the court in 2011 and 2012 [7253/13]

12/02/2013WRU03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Support and Advisory 
Committee for the Drug Treatment Court has over the course of 2012 undertaken a detailed 
evaluation of the court’s operation and is in the process of completing some final enquiries 
which are due to be submitted to my Department in the near future.  I will consider this issue 
further when all of the information is to hand.

12/02/2013WRU03050Garda Resources

12/02/2013WRU03100528. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
he did not publish an independent report which recommends improving Garda management of 
front-line resources; the length of time the report has been with his Department; the reason for 
the delay in issuing the report; the date he will issue the report; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7254/13]

12/02/2013WRU03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I presume the Deputy is re-
ferring to the Garda Inspectorate report on Frontline Supervision in the Garda Síochána.  The 
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report was received in my Department in April last year.  The content and various recommenda-
tions in the report required detailed consideration by my Department in consultation with An 
Garda Síochána.  These considerations have recently concluded and I expect to have the report 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in the immediate future.

12/02/2013WRU03250European Arrest Warrant Issues

12/02/2013WRU03300529. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7262/13]

12/02/2013WRU03400531. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views re-
garding an extradition case (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7265/13]

12/02/2013WRU03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 529 and 531 together.

The Hungarian authorities issued a European arrest warrant for the person in question in 
2005.  Surrender was refused in the High Court on the basis that the person concerned had not 
fled the state in question, which was a requirement of the European Arrest Warrant Act at that 
time.  The decision of the High Court was appealed to the Supreme Court which affirmed the 
original decision to refuse surrender.  Legislation was subsequently amended to remove the 
‘fled’ requirement in respect of persons sought to serve a sentence in the issuing state.  This 
amendment brought the Act into closer compliance with the relevant EU Framework Decision 
which referred to ‘fleeing’ in the Recital but did not include the term in the relevant Article.  
After the legislation was changed, the Hungarian authorities submitted a new warrant.  The 
High Court ordered the surrender of the person concerned and that Order was appealed to the 
Supreme Court.  The Supreme Court upheld the appeal and refused to surrender the person.  
As the Deputy will be aware, the courts are, subject only to the Constitution and the law, inde-
pendent in the exercise of their functions.  In the circumstances, I am not in a position to make 
any further comment in the matter other than to say that there are no further EAW proceedings 
pending in this jurisdiction.

12/02/2013WRU03550Criminal Law Review

12/02/2013WRU03600530. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a timeframe as to when the European Council Framework Decision 2008/909/JHA will be 
enacted into Irish law (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7264/13]

12/02/2013WRU03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Legislation will be required to 
give effect to the provisions of EU Council Framework Decision 2008/909/JHA on the applica-
tion of the principle of mutual recognition to judgements in criminal matters imposing custodial 
sentences or measures involving deprivation of liberty for the purpose of their enforcement in 
the European Union.  It is expected that Government approval for the required legislation will 
be sought later this year. It is envisaged that a Bill will be published in 2014.  Under an exist-
ing 1983 Council of Europe Convention, to which Ireland is party, individuals convicted of an 
offence in another Convention state, and for which he or she has received a custodial sentence, 
may be transferred to their home state to serve that sentence.  The Framework Decision seeks to 
extend the circumstances in which a person may serve a custodial sentence, imposed in another 
EU state, in their home state.



12 February 2013

295

Whereas the 1983 Convention provides for the physical transfer of the person from the 
sentencing state to their home state, the Framework Decision, inter alia, permits the transfer of 
the sentence where the person subject to that sentence is in either the issuing state or the state 
being asked to execute the sentence.  Moreover, the consent of the sentenced person will not be 
required where the request for execution of the sentence is sent to that person’s state of national-
ity.  However, there is a restriction on the application of the Framework Decision insofar as it 
applies to Ireland.  Under article 28.2 of the instrument, a member state may make a declaration 
that existing arrangements will continue to apply in relation to judgements delivered prior to 5 
December 2011.  Ireland has made such a declaration.

  Question No. 531 answered with Question No. 529.

12/02/2013WRU03850Legal Services Regulation

12/02/2013WRU03900532. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the efforts he has 
undertaken to reduce service costs such as legal on business. [3242/13]

12/02/2013WRU04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Legal Services Regula-
tion Bill 2011, which has completed Second Stage and is due to commence Committee Stage 
during this Session, gives legislative expression to the commitment in the Programme for Gov-
ernment to “establish independent regulation of the legal professions to improve access and 
competition, make legal costs more transparent and ensure adequate procedures for addressing 
consumer complaints”.  Furthermore, as a sectoral objective under the EU/IMF/ECB Troika 
Memorandum of Understanding, it supports the objectives of structural reform, national com-
petitiveness and early economic recovery, building on the relevant recommendations of the 
Legal Costs Working Group and the Competition Authority.  The Bill is, therefore, a key com-
ponent of the Government’s strategy to reduce legal costs in this country by way of increasing 
our competitiveness, both sectorally and nationally.

The Legal Services Regulation Bill makes extensive provision, particularly in Part 9, for 
a new and enhanced legal costs regime that will bring greater transparency to how legal costs 
are charged along with a better balance between the interests of legal practitioners and those of 
their clients.  The Bill sets out, for the first time in legislation, a series of Legal Costs Principles.  
These are contained in Schedule One and enumerate the various matters that may be taken into 
account if disputed costs are submitted for adjudication.  These cost transparency measures will 
apply to barristers as well as to solicitors.  Under the Bill it will no longer be permissible to set 
fees as a specified percentage or proportion of damages payable to a client from contentious 
business.  It will no longer be permissible to charge Junior Counsel fees as a specified percent-
age or proportion of Senior Counsel fees.  Legal practitioners will be obliged to provide more 
detailed information about legal costs from the outset of their dealings with clients.  This will be 
in the form of a Notice written in clear language which must be provided when a legal practitio-
ner takes instructions.  Among other things, the Notice must, as set out in Section 90 of the Bill, 
disclose the costs that are involved, or, where this is not practicable, the basis upon which such 
costs are to be calculated.  A cooling-off period is to be allowed for the consideration of costs 
by the client.  When there are any significant developments in a case which give rise to further 
costs the Bill provides that a client must be duly updated and given the option of whether or not 
to proceed with the case in question.

The Bill also provides that a new Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator will deal with dis-
putes about legal costs – at present these are dealt with by the Office of the Taxing-Master.  The 
new Office, headed by a Chief Legal Costs Adjudicator, will modernise the way disputed legal 
costs are adjudicated with greater transparency.  The Office will be empowered to prepare Legal 
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Costs Guidelines.  It will establish and maintain a publicly accessible Register of Determina-
tions which will include the outcomes and reasons for its determinations about disputed legal 
costs.  Two new Taxing-Masters have been appointed by public competition under the enhanced 
qualification criteria of Part 14 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 to prepare 
the way for these modernisation measures.

Taking account of developments and the pressures being experienced by legal practitioners 
in other open common law jurisdictions the Bill seeks to address the danger of Irish law firms 
and legal practitioners operating at a cost disadvantage.  Several types of new alternative busi-
ness structure models have been, or continue to be, rolled-out in England and Wales, Scotland, 
Australia, Germany, Netherlands and parts of Canada in direct competition with Irish legal 
service providers - for example, solicitors, accountants and insurers practising as one business 
or “multi-disciplinary practice” providing their complementary services in a pooled and more 
cost-effective setting.  In other provisions the Bill lifts existing restrictions on direct profes-
sional access to a barrister and on barristers who share premises or costs from advertising 
themselves as such a group.  The Bill also allows that a barrister in employment may provide 
legal services for his or her employer.  The Bill, therefore, contains numerous measures aimed 
at opening up the provision of legal services to more responsive and more competitive legal 
service models building on the enormous advances that have been made in supporting business 
technologies.  Through its extensive legal costs transparency provisions and its provision for 
modern and more competitive business alternatives, the Legal Services Regulation Bill is pro-
viding an opportunity to ameliorate the cost to business and other consumers of legal services 
while also creating new business opportunities for the legal services sector.  I am confident that 
this concerted approach to reducing legal costs will be of lasting benefit to all consumers of 
legal services and contribute to our early national economic recovery.

12/02/2013WRU04050Firearms and Ammunition Security

12/02/2013WRU04100533. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of firearms seized in each year since and including 2005; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7297/13]

12/02/2013WRU04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the following table shows the number of firearms seized in each year from 2005 
to 2012.

Number of Firearms Seized in Each Year from 2005 to 2012.

Year Number Seized
2012 595
2011 737
2010 948
2009 871
2008 978
2007 886
2006 1009
2005 939

An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plan for 2013 reflects the priorities which I have set for the 
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current year and includes as a strategic goal the objective of confronting serious crime in all its 
forms, including armed crime.  Gardaí employ multi-disciplinary, intelligence-led approaches 
to ensure the activities and resources of individuals and groups involved in all such criminal 
enterprises are effectively targeted.  A wide range of legislative powers are in place to support 
the investigation and detection of serious crime, including by means of covert surveillance, and 
very serious penalties have been introduced for firearms offences.  The Firearms Acts are kept 
under review in the interests of public safety and law enforcement.  In this regard, the Deputy 
may also wish to note that Weapons and Explosives Offences fell by 17.4% in the most recent 
published crime statistics from the Central Statistics Office.

12/02/2013WRU04250Garda Vetting Applications

12/02/2013WRU04300534. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
current waiting time for Garda vetting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7298/13]

12/02/2013WRU04400535. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cur-
rent waiting time for Garda vetting when the person in question has received clearance in the 
past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7299/13]

12/02/2013WRU04500536. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cur-
rent waiting time for Garda vetting when the person in question has received clearance in the 
past 18 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7300/13]

12/02/2013WRU04600537. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cur-
rent waiting time for Garda vetting when the person in question has received clearance in the 
past 24 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7301/13]

12/02/2013WRU04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 534 to 537, inclusive, together.

The Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for approximately 
20,000 organisations in Ireland which employ personnel to work in a full time part time, vol-
untary or student capacity with children and or vulnerable adults and who are registered with 
the Unit for this purpose.  The average processing time for vetting procedures is currently 8 
to 10 weeks.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information 
on particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  All 
organisations are aware of the processing time frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have 
been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection processes.

As the Deputy may be aware, Garda vetting certificates are issued to specified organisations 
registered with GCVU for that purpose in respect of a particular post or employment.  A vetting 
disclosure is made in response to a written request and with the permission of the person who is 
the subject of that request.  I should emphasise that the certificate is a disclosure to the request-
ing, registered organisation of the position at the time when it is issued.  Each time a new vetting 
application is received, new and full vetting checks are conducted.  This is to ensure that the 
most recent data available is taken into account.  Accordingly the processing time remains the 
same whether for new applications or cases where previous vetting has occurred.  The Deputy 
may wish to note that in order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Gar-
da vetting, the standard procedure is that all applications are processed in chronological order 
from their date of receipt.  It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, 
while maintaining the overall integrity of the vetting system.  In that regard, following discus-
sions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, I am pleased to announce that 
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sanction has been granted for an additional 25 staff to be re-deployed from the Department of 
Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit in the near future.

          Questions Nos. 536 and 537 answered with Question No. 534.

12/02/2013WRV00450Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRV00500538. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost incurred by his 
Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual basis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7392/13]

12/02/2013WRV00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that my Department does not provide services that require the means testing of citizens and that, 
accordingly, no costs are incurred.

12/02/2013WRV00650Private Security Authority Remit

12/02/2013WRV00700539. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
a list of registered debt collectors, bailiffs and other private security firms at December 31 2012 
and outline the law in relation to Garda vetting of debt collectors, bailiffs and other private 
security firms employed by agents of the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7398/13]

12/02/2013WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the Private Security Authority, established under the Private Security Services Act 2004, as 
amended, is the statutory body responsible for the regulation and licensing of the private secu-
rity industry in the State.  The Authority is an independent statutory agency under the aegis of 
my Department.  A register of licensed contractors and individuals is available on the Author-
ity’s website.

In regard to the regulation and licensing of the private security industry by the Authority, I 
am informed that the vetting of applicants is an integral part of the licensing process as provided 
for in the relevant legislation.  In the case of contractor licensing, all directors of a company, the 
partners in a partnership, all sole traders and any shareholder in a company with a shareholding 
of 20% or more are vetted, on the Authority’s behalf, by An Garda Síochána.  All applicants 
for individual licences also go through the vetting process.  The Private Security Services Acts 
do not provide for debt collectors or bailiffs.  Moreover, as these activities do not fall under the 
aegis of my Department I have no responsibility to the Dáil for these matters.

The Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for approximately 
20,000 organisations in Ireland which employ personnel to work in a full time part time, vol-
untary or student capacity with children and or vulnerable adults. Criminal history vetting for 
general employment purposes including debt collectors is not available on demand.

12/02/2013WRV00850Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Expenditure

12/02/2013WRV00900540. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proposed 
budget allocation in 2013 for the combined Equality Authority and Irish Human Rights Com-
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mission; and the outturn for their budgets in 2012. [7406/13]

12/02/2013WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will recall, the 
decision to integrate the Equality Authority and the Human Rights Commission into the new 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission was taken to produce a more coherent and effec-
tive institutional framework for the protection and promotion of human rights. I am on record 
regarding my concerns in relation to the disproportionate cuts to funding made to these two 
bodies in the past.

The provision made for the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission in Budget 2013 
is therefore maintained at the combined 2012 level of Exchequer grant-in-aid funding of the 
Equality Authority and Human Rights Commission (i.e. €4.409m).  Final outturn figures for 
grant-in-aid drawn down in 2012 by the Equality Authority and by the Human Rights Commis-
sion will be available in the Audited Financial Statements for 2012 for each which will be laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas in due course.

12/02/2013WRV01050Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WRV01100541. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the alloca-
tion and subsequent outturn for the budget heading “Equality Monitoring” in his Department 
for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 and the allocation for 2013, with details of all projects 
funded, in each year. [7407/13]

12/02/2013WRV01200542. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the alloca-
tion and subsequent outturn for the interagency fund for Travellers in his Department for 2008, 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the proposed allocation for 2013 with details of all projects funded, 
in each year, under this heading. [7408/13]

12/02/2013WRV01300543. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the allocation 
and subsequent outturn for the funding for mediation services for Travellers by his Department 
for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the proposed allocation for 2013; and if he will provide 
details of all projects funded in each year under this heading. [7409/13]

12/02/2013WRV01400544. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the alloca-
tion and subsequent outturn for the funding for the national Traveller monitoring and advisory 
committee by his Department for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the proposed allocation 
for 2013. [7410/13]

12/02/2013WRV01500545. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the allocation 
and subsequent outturn for the funding for Traveller participation, representation conference 
and communications by his Department for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the proposed 
allocation for 2013. [7411/13]

12/02/2013WRV01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 541 to 545, inclusive, together.

There is only one allocation of funding in the Justice and Equality Vote for Traveller Initia-
tives.  The budget heading concerned was traditionally called “Equality Monitoring / Consulta-
tive Committees”. In 2012 the budget heading was changed to “Traveller Initiatives”. 

The table below details the allocation and outturn for Traveller expenditure for each year 
and a breakdown of the areas of spending as requested by the Deputy. 



Questions - Written Answers

300

- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Allocation €1,710,000 €981,000 €481,000 €402,000 €430,000
Equality 
Monitoring

€100,000 €0 €0 €0 €0

Traveller 
participation/
Communica-
tion

€108,717 €136,127 €25,236 €4,796 €21,197

National 
Traveller 
Monitoring 
Advisory 
Committee

€3,129 €12,561 €11,221 €9,252 €16,883

Mediation 
Services

€135,000 €135,000 €114,543 €70,734 €108,864

Traveller 
Interagency 
Fund

€963,154 €479,312 €227,000 €196,218 €99,056

Total Expen-
diture

€1,310,000 €763,000 €378,000 €281,000 €246,000

In addition, Government approved separate funding from the Dormant Accounts fund for 
Traveller initiatives in December 2008. This funding was for 15 projects, administered under 
the Traveller Interagency fund, and was drawn down as follows:

Year Amount
2009 €375,001
2010 €526,919
2011 €208,742
Total €1,110,662

The Traveller Interagency fund supported a total of 47 projects delivered through the Trav-
eller Interagency Groups which are in place in each local authority area. This fund operated 
from 2006 until March 2012 and was administered on behalf of my Department by Pobal.  Proj-
ects funded under the Traveller mediation services included Pavee Point Mediation Service, the 
Midlands Traveller Conflict and Mediation Initiative and individual mediators targeting spe-
cific problem areas. Projects funded under Traveller Participation/Communications included 
funding for Traveller Pride Week, support for the Voice of the Traveller Magazine and support 
for the Traveller counselling service. 

The “Traveller Initiatives” budget heading has a provisional allocation of €405,000 for 2013.

12/02/2013WRV01650Firearms Licences

12/02/2013WRV01700546. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
applications for firearm licences made in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and in January 2013; 
and the total number of firearm licence holders here [7429/13]
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12/02/2013WRV01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have asked the Garda Com-
missioner for a report on this matter and I will write to the Deputy when it becomes available.

12/02/2013WRV01850Garda Policing Plans

12/02/2013WRV01900547. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 149 of 6 February 2013 if he will describe the engagements between An 
Garda Siochána and MI-5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7431/13]

12/02/2013WRV02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I indicated to the Deputy 
in my reply of 6 February 2013, operational policing co-operation is the responsibility of the 
Garda Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI and their forces.  The Cross Border 
Policing Strategy which the two forces operate covers the range of policing areas of mutual 
interest to the two forces.

The Garda Síochána maintains a close working relationship with the police and security 
services in Northern Ireland and Great Britain and, indeed, with their counterparts in other EU 
and third countries in respect of ongoing, international efforts to counter terrorism.  I am sure 
the Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate, for sound reasons of security, to 
elaborate in any detail on what might be entailed in the Garda Authorities’ relationship with 
other security and intelligence services.

12/02/2013WRV02050Defence Forces Deployment

12/02/2013WRV02100548. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Defence if there is a proposal to send 
Irish troops to Mali; if so, if there has there been a request from the UN; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6784/13]

12/02/2013WRV02200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): On 17 January 2013, the Council of the 
European Union established the European Union Training Mission (EUTM Mali), which will 
provide military training and advice to the Malian Armed Forces to improve their military ca-
pacity and their effectiveness in guaranteeing the country’s territorial integrity.  Training will 
also be provided in international humanitarian law, the protection of civilians and human rights.  
It is envisaged that the training component of the mission will be made up of approximately 250 
personnel, and this will be further supplemented by additional troops who will be deployed to 
provide force protection.  The Council has tasked the Mission Commander, General François 
Lecointre, with preparations for the early launch of the mission.  To this end, force generation 
for the mission is currently ongoing at EU level.  All Member States have been invited by the 
Mission Commander to provide contributions to the mission.

Ireland is currently considering the provision of a small number of Defence Forces person-
nel to the mission.  Any participation by Ireland to this mission would most likely be limited to 
a small contribution of trainers and would be subject to Government approval.

12/02/2013WRV02250Coillte Teoranta Lands

12/02/2013WRV02300549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the development of Donadea Forest Park, County Kildare, with particu-
lar reference to the removal of entry fees to the park for local residents and schools to facilitate 
ease of access; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6647/13]
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12/02/2013WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of the forest estate including its forest 
parks, are the responsibility of the company.  I understand that, while there is a daily charge of 
€5, there is also the option of an access card for €35 which provides unlimited access to all of 
Coillte’s forest parks for the period of one year, which may be purchased on-line at the ‘Coill-
teoutdoors.ie’ site.

12/02/2013WRV02450Action Plan for Jobs

12/02/2013WRV02500550. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 530 of 22 January 2013, the number of the 17 ac-
tions within the Action Plan for Jobs which are targeted at the agri-food sector that have been 
completed or rolled out as of 31 January 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6667/13]

12/02/2013WRV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As indicated 
in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 530, the 2012 Action Plan for Jobs included 17 ac-
tions which specifically relate to the agri-food and fisheries sectors.  With the exception of one 
area, all of the targets set were met, or are being met on an ongoing basis. 

The target date of end December 2012 for the determination of the deep-sea organic salmon 
aquaculture licence, action number 8 in the aforementioned Parliamentary Question, was not 
achieved.  This application is still under active consideration.  The decision on the licence ap-
plication will be made when the analysis is completed on the large number of submissions and 
objections which were received on foot of the statutory public consultation on the issue which 
ended on 13 December last. 

12/02/2013WRV02650Sheep Census

12/02/2013WRV02700551. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has received sheep census information in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6591/13]

12/02/2013WRV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that a 2012 Sheep Census form was received from the person named by my Department on 7 
January, 2013.

12/02/2013WRV02850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRV02900552. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2011 and 2012 agri-envoironment options scheme payment will issue in respect of 
a person (details provided) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6606/13]

12/02/2013WRV03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
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a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks an over-
claim of 0.53 hectares was identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Natura parcels.  The 
first instalment payment of 75% amounting to €686.43 issued in respect of 2011 on 7 December 
2012 based on this reduced area.  Officials in my Department are now finalising the application 
of the person named with the intention of issuing the balancing 2011 25% payment as soon as 
possible.  Following the issue of the 2011 payment the application of the person named will roll 
forward to 2012.

12/02/2013WRV03050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRV03100553. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a disadvantaged area aid payment 
for 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6641/13]

12/02/2013WRV03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
have issued to the person named in respect of the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme in respect of 
each of the years 2010, 2011 and 2012, annually calculated on an eligible area of 25.48 hect-
ares.  However, following review, further additional payments are due in respect of 2011 and 
2012; these payments will issue shortly.  The review, which included an on-the-spot inspection, 
found that the eligible area should be increased by 1.32 hectares, with effect from 2011.

12/02/2013WRV03250Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRV03300554. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a rural environment protection scheme payment in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo. [6646/13]

12/02/2013WRV03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in July 2009 and received payments for the first three years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Following an on-farm inspection in 2011 an area 
discrepancy was discovered between the Single Payment Scheme application for 2010 and the 
REPS Agri-environmental Plan which has resulted in the need for further clarification.  This 
is currently being investigated with a view to resolution and the issue of any 2012 payment as 
soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRV03450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRV03500555. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an appeal for a disadvantaged area payment for 2011 will be finalised in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary; the expected timeframe for a decision on the appeal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6662/13]

12/02/2013WRV03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately when that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be 
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notified of its decision, in writing.

12/02/2013WRV03650Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRV03700556. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a rural environment protection 
scheme 4 payment; the reason for the delay in receiving this payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6663/13]

12/02/2013WRV03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2008 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  This process is nearing completion in this case and 
I expect payments will issue shortly.

12/02/2013WRV03850Forestry Premium

12/02/2013WRV03900557. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
a forestry premium for 2012 has not been paid to a person (details supplied) in County Galway 
following compliance with the procedure outlined in correspondence of 4 September 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6680/13]

12/02/2013WRV04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appli-
cant’s annual forestry premium for 2012 was processed for payment on 7 February 2013 with 
the money being lodged to his bank account within the following few days.

12/02/2013WRV04050Animal Welfare Bodies

12/02/2013WRV04100558. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will publish a list of animal welfare organisations that receive funding from his Department; his 
views that all of these groups are compliant with the law particularly when it comes to fostering 
arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6709/13]

12/02/2013WRV04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  My De-
partment provides funding to animal welfare organisations directly involved in the delivery 
of animal care.  In December 2012, funding of €1.365 million was awarded to 140 organisa-
tions - details of the recipients of funds are available on my Department’s website at: - http://
www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/animalwelfare/Listoforganisa-
tions150113.doc.

My Department also issues a Code of Practice to all recipients of funds which sets out recom-
mendations to promote sound welfare and management practice to which all the organisations 
should adhere.  All recipients of funding involved in the re-homing of dogs must demonstrate 
that they are participating in a neutering programme in order to assist in controlling numbers of 
animals and avoid further cases of animal distress.  We also remind recipients of the importance 
of compliance with legislation regarding the control of dogs, namely the Control of Dogs Acts, 
1986 and Control of Dogs (Amendment) Act, 1992.  Enforcement of this legislation rests with 
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Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and local authorities.

12/02/2013WRW00150Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW00200559. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6731/13]

12/02/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The holding 
of the person named was included in verification checks undertaken by officials of the EU Com-
mission accompanied by officials of my Department. During these checks, which were carried 
out in April 2012, serious errors were discovered on two land parcels declared by the person 
named, resulting in a determination that the applicant over claimed his declared land by 7.35 
hectares. Following a request from the person named, the parcels in question were subsequently 
re-inspected, with the original findings being confirmed. As the over-claimed area represents 
greater than 20% of the total declared area, the appropriate penalty under the governing EU 
Regulations is a 100% penalty for the 2011 SPS Scheme. However, as the person named was 
fully paid for 2011 prior to the inspection, the sum overpaid must be recouped from the 2012 
Single Payment of the person named.  Officials of my Department have been in ongoing direct 
contact with the person named.

12/02/2013WRW00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRW00400560. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding a disadvantaged area payment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6746/13]

12/02/2013WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named appealed to the DAS Appeals Committee, he was among a high percentage of ap-
plicants who submitted supporting documentation with their appeals which had not previously 
been submitted to my Department.  This necessitated further examination by my Department 
and in this case, the additional documentation was sufficient to allow the appeal.  Accordingly, 
processing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application was finalised, and payment 
issued to the nominated bank account on 17 December 2012.

12/02/2013WRW00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW00600561. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
disadvantaged area payment will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary. [6772/13]

12/02/2013WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Arising from 
a number of contacts between my Department and the applicant in this case, further documen-
tation has been recently received regarding the eligibility of an equine breeding establishment, 
and this issue has now been resolved. 

However, the requirement to submit sufficient documentation to satisfy the minimum stock-
ing criteria is outstanding and my Department has since been in direct contact with the person 
named in regard to this particular aspect.  It is understood that further documentation will be 
submitted shortly.  On receipt of this material, the application can be progressed.
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12/02/2013WRW00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRW00800562. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision on a disadvantaged area scheme appeal will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6783/13]

12/02/2013WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per 
forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  

The person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee. The Committee has adjudicated on this appeal and the person con-
cerned has been notified of the unsuccessful outcome, in writing, on 13 December 2012.  As 
advised in the letter, it is open to the person named to pursue the matter with the Office of the 
Ombudsman.

12/02/2013WRW00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRW01000563. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision on a disadvantaged area scheme appeal will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6799/13]

12/02/2013WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately when that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will 
be notified of its decision, in writing.  My Department has also been in direct contact with the 
person named to clarify the matter.

12/02/2013WRW01150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRW01200564. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision on an agri-environment options scheme application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6804/13]

12/02/2013WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An AEOS 
3 application was received in the Johnstown Castle Office of my Department from the person 
named on 14 November 2012.

The initial processing of the applications has been completed and acknowledgement letters 
will shortly issue to all applicants. Following that the detailed actions listed in each application 
will be recorded and all applications will be ranked and selected according to the predetermined 
selection criteria. This process is expected to take several weeks and letters will issue to all ap-
plicants informing them of the outcome of the selection process in due course.

12/02/2013
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WRW01350EU Funding

12/02/2013WRW01400565. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the proposed macroeconomic conditionality in the next round of EU funds will lead to a suspen-
sion of direct payments to farmers and any possible payments to fisherman if Ireland fails to 
meet the macroeconomic conditions. [6815/13]

12/02/2013WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The macro-
economic conditionality proposed by the EU Commission under the next multi-annual financial 
framework is confined to those EU funds covered by the Common Strategic Framework, i.e. 
the structural, cohesion, rural development, maritime and fisheries funds. Thus there is no ques-
tion of a suspension of direct payments to farmers if Ireland fails to meet the macro-economic 
conditions set.  

The conditionality proposal does, however, cover the EU rural development, maritime and 
fisheries funds, and so these funds will be conditional on meeting the macro-economic require-
ments.

I should add that there are a number of checks and balances in place to ensure that the 
ultimate sanction of suspension of payments or commitments is taken only in extreme circum-
stances.

12/02/2013WRW01550Ash Dieback Threat

12/02/2013WRW01600566. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline the measures he has put in place since the chalara fraxinea disease was found in 
ash trees here; the results that the Winter survey presented and the additional measures he thinks 
are necessary in order to deal with the affects of this disease; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6823/13]

12/02/2013WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment confirmed Ireland’s first positive finding of Chalara fraxinea in October of 2012.  Prior 
to this any surveying for the disease had yielded negative results. Following the finding a major 
survey was initiated by the Department part of which was a winter survey of all ash plantations 
of imported stock planted during 2009 – 2012. This exercise has now been completed.    The 
plantation survey is ongoing and is now looking at a larger timeframe of plantings. 

Well over 100 samples were sent for analysis from the winter plantation survey. In total 
there are currently 26 forestry plantations with imported ash that have tested positive; with 
trace-forward of the associated trees in the batches this represents over 120 sites. In addition a 
member of the public reported a suspected garden ash tree and this also tested positive. A fur-
ther occurrence has been confirmed on ash growing on the surrounds of a farm.  Department 
officials are also surveying forestry and horticultural nurseries, motorways as well as farm 
plantings.  There have been positive samples in 14 separate horticultural nurseries and 1 garden 
centre. In relation to the motorways I can report that 3 sites have been identified as having the 
disease. 

The Department’s forestry officials are working with the forestry contractors and the owners 
to remove the ash trees on these 120-  plus sites, under a reconstitution scheme. This scheme is 
being put in place and its terms and conditions will be available shortly.  An individual Sanita-
tion Action Plan will be put in place for each of the sites affected. This will set out in detail the 
procedures to be followed at the specified site. It will cover actions such as disposal of infected 
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material and proper hygiene measures etc. 

On 26 October legal measures were also introduced to prohibit the importation into Ireland 
of plant material from ash dieback infected areas.  These measures, introduced by Ministerial 
Order, took effect immediately. Ireland imported over 200,000 ash plants in 2011.

On 6 November legislation was introduced to restrict the movement of ash wood into the 
country (in addition to plant material).  The legislation allows ash wood movement into Ireland 
if the wood is; (1) accompanied by a plant passport certifying that it comes from an area free 
of the disease or; (2) free of outer round surface (no passport required) or; (3) kiln dried below 
20% moisture (no passport required). 

The legal measures were introduced in conjunction with similar measures taken by North-
ern Ireland authorities.    

Before the legislation was introduced Department officials notified the European Commis-
sion and the other Member States of the first finding of Chalara fraxinea in Ireland and the ac-
tions taken to destroy the material and its intention to take emergency measures under the EU 
Plant Health Directive to prevent the further introduction of Chalara fraxinea.    

Department officials continue to work closely with their colleagues in Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain to ensure that all the appropriate measures are taken to tackle this disease.  This 
work includes the production of a joint North/South Control Strategy for the disease and a UK 
and Ireland Pest Risk Analysis.

12/02/2013WRW01750Agriculture Schemes Payments

12/02/2013WRW01800567. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that a petition has been deemed admissible by the European 
Parliament in respect of non-payment of area based schemes to farmers (details supplied); in 
view of same, if he is now prepared to instruct his Department to make the payments in ques-
tion to the applicants concerned and to reinstate the status of the lands in line with the terms 
and conditions of the schemes; if he will further instruct his Department to co-operate with the 
forthcoming EU investigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6834/13]

12/02/2013WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While my 
Department has yet to be officially informed of the petition to the European Parliament, I can, 
of course, confirm that the full co-operation of my Department will be forthcoming. In relation 
to payments, it will be appreciated that these can and must only be made in accordance with 
the Terms and Conditions governing the particular schemes and the governing EU Regulations.

12/02/2013WRW01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW02000568. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their disadvantaged areas payment 
for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6843/13]

12/02/2013WRW02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The holding 
concerned has recently been confirmed as having met the minimum stocking density require-
ments of the Scheme, following receipt of outstanding evidence relating to donkeys. This has 
enabled processing of the application to be finalised, with payment due to issue shortly to the 
nominated bank account.
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12/02/2013WRW02150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW02200569. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2012 disadvantaged areas payment will issue in respect of a person (details provided) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6855/13]

12/02/2013WRW02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As compli-
ance with the scheme minimum stocking density requirements could not be confirmed from 
Department databases, it was necessary that the person named submit appropriate evidence. 
Having received and processed data contained in the applicant’s Flock Register, compliance has 
been confirmed, thereby enabling processing of the case to be finalised. Payment will shortly 
issue to the nominated bank account.

12/02/2013WRW02350Food Safety Standards Regulation

12/02/2013WRW02400570. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will give consideration to the establishment of a food ombudsman here that will arbitrate 
between parties on issues including the prices being paid to suppliers, processors, retailers and 
so on of food products here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6872/13]

12/02/2013WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have no 
plans to introduce a food ombudsman to arbitrate on the enforcement of private contracts be-
tween suppliers and retailers as regulation of prices in commercial contracts as opposed to par-
ticular commercial practices would not be compatible with the single market. 

The programme for Government includes a commitment to enact legislation to regulate 
certain practices in the grocery goods sector. This is within the remit of my colleague Minister 
Bruton and work is underway in his Department on including an enabling provision in legisla-
tion which is currently being drafted to merge the National Consumer Agency and the Compe-
tition Authority, which would allow for the introduction of a statutory Code of Practice.   The 
intention of such a statutory Code is not to protect one stakeholder over another or to prevent 
stakeholders from engaging in robust contractual negotiations or to determine the price of gro-
cery goods. Rather the essential value of the Code is that by regulating problematic practices 
in the grocery goods sector such a Code seeks to strike a fair balance between the competing 
interests of the various stakeholders including the interests of the end user, the consumer. 

At EU level some progress has been made through the High Level Forum on the better 
functioning of the food supply chain.  Stakeholders have agreed on a list of general and specific 
principles of good practice in commercial relations but so far have not agreed on implementing 
arrangements or whether there should be a statutory provision. The Commission has extended 
the term of the Forum to facilitate agreement.

12/02/2013WRW02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW02600571. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an area based payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6887/13]

12/02/2013WRW02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The holding 
concerned has now been confirmed as having met the minimum stocking density requirements 
of the Scheme, following receipt of outstanding evidence relating to donkeys. This has enabled 
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processing of the application to be finalised, with payment due to issue shortly to the nominated 
bank account.

12/02/2013WRW02750Agriculture Schemes Payments

12/02/2013WRW02800572. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of area aid will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6905/13]

12/02/2013WRW02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
this case will shortly issue to the nominated bank account. 

Payment had not issued previously as the holding concerned was only recently confirmed 
as having satisfied the scheme minimum stocking density requirements. An exercise to take ac-
count of December 2012 data, which was recently completed, established the definitive position 
of the holding.

12/02/2013WRW02950Coillte Teoranta Lands

12/02/2013WRW03000573. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will ensure that in the course of any harvesting of trees at Donadea Forest, County Kildare, 
there will be no reduction of access to the amenities at the park for educational or recreational 
purposes and that all existing provisions to facilitate the local community and school are con-
tinued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6927/13]

12/02/2013WRW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the harvesting of trees and management of the forest 
estate, are the responsibility of the company.

12/02/2013WRW03150Foreshore Licences Applications

12/02/2013WRW03200574. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
he is seeking payment of a foreshore licence from a person (details supplied) in County Cork 
for the years 2005 to 2011 when the operating company was dissolved, ceased trading and not 
using the licence; the reason annual payment requests for this licence were not made on an an-
nual basis as per the written agreement dated 9 September 2004; if he will reverse the invoice 
issued in respect of services not rendered for this period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6944/13]

12/02/2013WRW03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment’s records indicate that the Foreshore Licence referred to by the Deputy was granted to a 
named individual and was in force from 1983 until termination in 2011.

Foreshore fees in respect of the years 2005 to the date of termination of the Licence remain 
outstanding.  The Deputy will appreciate that the collection of fees in respect of Foreshore Li-
cences is of general application.  Officials from my Department would be available to meet with 
the individual in question to discuss the matter if this is considered helpful.
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12/02/2013WRW03350Single Payment Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW03400575. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7009/13]

12/02/2013WRW03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Advance 
payment under the Single Payment Scheme issued on 16 October 2012. Following finalisation 
of processing of a transfer of entitlements application from the person named and related mat-
ters, it has been possible to make the balancing payment which issued on 7   February 2013 
directly to the nominated bank account. 

12/02/2013WRW03550Departmental Correspondence

12/02/2013WRW03600576. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a final response will issue in relation to a matter in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7016/13]

12/02/2013WRW03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Legal pro-
ceedings have been commenced in this case with effect from October 2012. As the matter is 
now sub judice, it would be therefore be inappropriate for me to comment further in relation to 
this matter.

12/02/2013WRW03750Departmental Staff Redeployment

12/02/2013WRW03800577. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide details of the level of engagement that has taken place on the issue of 
redeployment of staff from the district veterinary office, County Limerick, to other parts of the 
civil and public service; his views that the concerns of the staff members concerned are being 
addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7017/13]

12/02/2013WRW03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In answer to 
the Deputy’s question, I can confirm that two meetings have been held with staff in the District 
Veterinary Office in Limerick regarding their redeployment to the Revenue Commissioners in 
Limerick city.  The first meeting was held with HR management informing staff of the reorgani-
sation of the administrative functions of this Department’s local offices due to the changes in 
work, improvements in IT systems and the overall reduction in the volume of work.  Staff were 
also informed of the redeployment opportunity to the Revenue Commissioners at this meeting 
and concerns raised at this meeting were brought to the attention of the Revenue Commission-
ers in advance of the second meeting, which was held on 7/2/2013.

The second information meeting was attended by HR management from the Revenue Com-
missioners and my Department where I understand that all concerns raised by the staff were 
addressed to their satisfaction.  

It is anticipated that the redeployment of the staff in Limerick District Veterinary Office will 
take place in the next 4 – 6 weeks.
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12/02/2013WRW03950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

12/02/2013WRW04000578. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision on a disadvantaged area scheme appeal will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7029/13]

12/02/2013WRW04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number, their derogation applications having been unsuccessful, who were 
offered the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee. To date, 
this option has not been availed of. Should the applicant choose to lodge an appeal, it will be 
referred to the Committee.

12/02/2013WRW04150Equine Identification Scheme

12/02/2013WRW04200579. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine if he intends to introduce an Irish equine identification scheme similar to that of the 
Irish beef identification scheme which has four elements: tagging, bovine passport, on-farm 
bovine herd registers and a computerised database; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7032/13]

12/02/2013WRW04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The identi-
fication of equidae is governed by EU Council Directives 90/426/EEC and 90/427/EEC and 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 of 6 June 2008. The latter regulation, came into 
effect on 1 July 2009, provides that equine animals registered after that date   must be identified 
with a passport and a microchip. 

The EU legislation has been transposed into national legislation via S.I. No. 357 of 2011 
- European Communities (Equine) Regulations 2011 (as amended).  This legislation provides 
that if an equine animal has not been identified within six months of the date of its birth, or by 
the 31 December in the year of its birth, whichever date occurs later, then the equine animal 
cannot be admitted to the food chain. S.I. No 357 of 2011 was amended in September 2012 by 
S.I. 371 of 2012 in order to strengthen the powers of the Minister in relation to approval of an 
issuing body for equine passports and prosecutions in relation to equine identification and to 
make it an offence to forge or tamper with an equine passport.

My Department introduced enhanced legislation and   procedures in relation to the registra-
tion of horse premises such that, from 1 May 2012, anyone who is the owner/person in charge 
of any premises on which horses are kept is required to register the premises with my Depart-
ment.  Keepers seeking to register equines are required to have a herd number registered with 
my Department and to keep records of movements on/off their premises.

My Department also introduced enhanced procedures for the slaughter of horses in abattoirs 
in October 2011 and communicated these and the checks required both to its staff and the busi-
ness operators. These procedures provide that an official veterinarian must be present in a meat 
plant when slaughtering is taking place. All animals are subject to an antemortem inspection, 
which includes an identification check, by an official veterinarian prior to slaughter. Where 
forged or tampered passports accompanying horses to slaughter are detected, it is Department 
policy that such animals are destroyed and removed from the food chain. 

My Department is developing a central database of horses which will involve migration of 
selected data from Passport Issuing Organisations to the Department and may include informa-
tion from records obtained at slaughter plants, knackeries, sales and live exports.  The intention 
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is that this database will be used at abattoirs to verify the authenticity of the passport for the 
equine presented and to record its date of slaughter. 

As indicated above, the legislative basis for the identification of equines resides in EU leg-
islation, as transposed into Irish legislation, and it is not open to me unilaterally to apply the EU 
provisions relating to the identification of bovines to the equidae sector. Apart from this, not 
all components of the cattle system would be appropriate for equines, not least the requirement 
to use tags in both ears. However, I will continue to review existing legislation to establish if a 
need exists to bring forward further provisions to strengthen the traceability system for horses.

12/02/2013WRW04350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW04400580. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an agri-environment options scheme payment will be awarded in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry. [7050/13]

12/02/2013WRW04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1 September 2010 and full payments totalling €1,666.66 and €4,999.98 issued in re-
spect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks for 2012 
issues were identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Species Rich Grassland action. 
Officials in my Department are finalising the application of the person named with the intention 
of issuing payment as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRW04550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRW04600581. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a REP scheme payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7090/13]

12/02/2013WRW04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in November 2008 and received payments for the first four years 
of their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  This process is nearing completion in this case and 
I expect payments will issue shortly.

12/02/2013WRW04750Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRW04800582. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if any 
decision has been made regarding the future of Coillte; and when such a decision will be made 
public. [7102/13]

12/02/2013WRW04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to ad-
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vise that the consideration process, arising from the Government decision that a concession for 
the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale, is at an advanced stage.  The 
outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its conclusion.   No 
final decision has been taken as yet.

12/02/2013WRX00150Forestry Sector

12/02/2013WRX00200582. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if any 
decision has been made regarding the future of Coillte; and when such a decision will be made 
public. [7102/13]

12/02/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to ad-
vise that the consideration process, arising from the Government decision that a concession for 
the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale, is at an advanced stage.  The 
outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its conclusion.  No 
final decision has been taken as yet.

12/02/2013WRX00350NewERA Remit

12/02/2013WRX00400583. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
plans to amalgamate Coillte and Bord na Móna in a new entity, NewERA, have been aban-
doned; and if that was a consequence of the troika’s opposition to investment in new public 
companies. [7104/13]

12/02/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Govern-
ment established NewERA, in September 2011, to change the way Government manages its 
shareholding in the semi-state sector by adopting a new portfolio approach. A specific respon-
sibility of NewERA is to review the capital investment plans of selected commercial semi-state 
companies and to identify possible synergies between investment programmes of different state 
companies. NewERA will also work with Departments to develop and implement proposals for 
investment, in line with Programme for Government commitments in energy, water and next 
generation telecommunications.  NewERA has been established initially as a shareholder ex-
ecutive model to better manage the State holdings in commercial semi-states. It is responsible 
for corporate governance from a shareholder perspective in companies such as the ESB, Bord 
Gáis, EirGrid, Bord na Móna and Coillte.

As the Deputy is aware, consideration is ongoing in relation to the Government decision 
that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale.  NewERA 
has been actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
my Department to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction. The 
consideration process is at an advanced stage. However, no final decision has been made yet 
regarding any aspect of Coillte’s future.

12/02/2013WRX00550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRX00600584. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide on a county by county basis the number of applications for REP scheme pay-
ments made in 2012 that have not yet been paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7106/13]
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12/02/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
30,284 active participants currently in REPS 4.  To date 26,145 of these have received their 
2012 payments.  The remainder of 4,139 have not yet been paid, and these are shown on a 
county basis in the following table:

County Number Unpaid County Number Unpaid
Carlow 34 Longford 73
Cavan 108 Louth 21
Clare 72 Mayo 709
Cork 604 Meath 61
Donegal 118 Monaghan 67
Dublin 8 Offaly 81
Galway 654 Roscommon 52
Kerry 367 Sligo 83
Kildare 72 Tipperary 170
Kilkenny 55 Waterford 69
Laois 143 Westmeath 36
Leitrim 196 Wexford 73
Limerick 142 Wicklow 71
 -  - Total 4139

REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to 
EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be com-
pleted before any payments can issue.  This process is nearing completion in respect of the 
remaining REPS 4 participants.

12/02/2013WRX00750Food Safety Standards Regulation

12/02/2013WRX00800585. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine arising from the pigmeat recall scheme, if he will confirm the amount, if any, of pigmeat 
destroyed in Russia; the total cost to the Exchequer; the total cost paid to the owners of the 
pigmeat in Russia for the destroyed product; the difference between the invoice value of this 
product and the amount of compensation paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7183/13]

12/02/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In accor-
dance with EU legislation, the responsibility to place safe food on the market rests with the food 
business operator and, therefore, the consequences of a failure to meet that requirement also rest 
with the food business operator. The Pigmeat Recall Scheme (PRS), which was approved by the 
European Commission, provided for a facility of up to €180 million from the public finances to 
assist processors in funding the recall and destruction of certain pork products. The objective of 
and rationale for the PRS was to ensure the survival of the pigmeat sector at a time of immediate 
crisis. It was not intended to compensate for all third party losses incurred at that time. It was, 
and is, a matter for the Irish pigmeat processing sector to settle and resolve other losses incurred 
with its customers as considered necessary.

The ex-gratia aid paid as a contribution towards the costs incurred by processors as a result 
of the recall was subject to State Aid approval as well as the provision of adequate supporting 
documentary evidence and without any admission of liability whatsoever by the State.
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With regard to the operation of the PRS, product in Ireland was destroyed in one of four 
category 1 rendering plants.  Product in overseas markets was either destroyed overseas or re-
turned to Ireland for destruction. Approximately €102 million was eventually paid to processors 
for product destroyed in Ireland and in overseas markets. 

Product exported by Irish primary processors and destroyed under the terms of the scheme 
was valued at the wholesale market price and paid on that basis. Valuations could not exceed 
the wholesale market price for the product as recorded and verified by the processor, and had to 
be net of VAT and any discounts applied. Copies of invoices had to be submitted with claims. 
Where identical products were marketed and priced at differing values, a weighted average 
value was calculated and used for all such products.  

Some 211,365 kg of Irish products, valued at €440,060, was destroyed in Russia, while 
1,157,258 kg of Irish products valued at €2,530,402 was returned from Russia to Ireland for 
destruction. My Department also processed associated costs claims from processors totalling 
€954,856 to cover transport to destruction, overseas storage and destruction costs and non-
refundable import duties in Russia. These claims were settled at a cost of €627,911. Thus, the 
total paid under the PRS in respect of product destined for Russia was €3,598,373.

All of the above costs were paid to Irish processors who were obliged under the terms of the 
agreement with the industry to pass on the appropriate costs to their customers.

12/02/2013WRX00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRX01000586. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim will receive an agri-environment options 
scheme payment for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7188/13]

12/02/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1st September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €1,333.33 in respect of 
2011.  

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be 
completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks an overclaim of 0.69 hectares 
was identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Natura owned parcel. Officials in my De-
partment are now finalising the application of the person named with the intention of issuing 
payment for 2012 as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRX01150Sheep Technology Adoption Programme Eligibility

12/02/2013WRX01200587. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason farmers who were participants in the dairy efficiency scheme 2010-12 are not deemed 
eligible for inclusion on the new sheep technology adoption programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7222/13]

12/02/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Dairy 
Efficiency Programme (DEP) 2010 to 2012 was open to all dairy farmers and its success was 
the reason I decided to introduce similar programmes for beef and sheepmeat farmers. Indeed 
the Sheep Technology Adoption Programme (STAP) is based on the same successful discussion 
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group model of the DEP and is a key element in driving the ambitious target for the sheepmeat 
Sector in Food Harvest 2020. 

The STAP is intended to provide participants with the knowledge and the skills necessary to 
improve on-farm technical efficiency in a number of key areas. The sheep sector is a key part 
of the Agrifood sector, especially in marginal land areas and there is huge scope to improve 
farm incomes through focusing on issues such as grassland management, financial manage-
ment, breeding, health and welfare and environmental efficiency. As funding for this scheme is 
capped at €3 million for 2013 and as dairy farmers have already benefitted from DEP 2010 to 
2012, a policy decision was taken to focus STAP on drystock farmers having sheep or cattle.

12/02/2013WRX01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRX01400588. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide an update on payment of area aid and disadvantaged area payments in consid-
eration of the undue delay in issuing same in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7232/13]

12/02/2013WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
initial processing of the application of the person named, issues arose regarding over-claims 
on some of the land parcels declared.  My Department has been in direct contact with the per-
son named, as a result of which these issues have recently been resolved.  Payment under both 
Schemes issued to the nominated bank account on 7 February 2013.

12/02/2013WRX01550Equine Passports

12/02/2013WRX01600589. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will issue an original horse passport as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; if he will immediately issue the original passport; if he will arrange 
a meeting with his officials to have the issue finalised once and for all; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7238/13]

12/02/2013WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is under-
stood that the person concerned registered a foal in 2009 with a passport issuing organisation, 
a passport was not received and a duplicate passport issued in 2012 that was stamped as ‘not fit 
for human consumption’ in accordance with national and EU legislation.  In such circumstances 
it is not possible to issue the original passport as a duplicate passport has issued.

12/02/2013WRX01750Harbours and Piers Funding

12/02/2013WRX01800590. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will make funding of approximately €90,000 available to Kerry County Council as a matter of 
urgency to upgrade Dooks Slipway, Glenbeigh, County Kerry; if he will take into consideration 
the current/potential usage of this slipway, that is, commercial fishing, aquaculture, deep sea 
fishing, leisure activity and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7241/13]

12/02/2013WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Dooks Slip-
way is owned by Kerry County Council and responsibility for its repair and maintenance rests 
with the Local Authority in the first instance.  My Department has received an application from 
Kerry County Council for funding under the 2013 Fishery Harbour & Coastal Infrastructure 



Questions - Written Answers

318

Development Programme. Dooks Slipway is included in their application.

The Fishery Harbour & Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme for 2013 is cur-
rently under consideration and my Department will give full consideration to the application 
for funding by Kerry County Council in the context of available Exchequer funding and overall 
national priorities.

12/02/2013WRX01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

12/02/2013WRX02000591. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if payments due to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny under the agri-environment 
options scheme will be expedited and paid; if the delay in the payment is due to penalties; if he 
will consider paying the amount that is due minus the penalty; if he will confirm the number 
and value of all the payments being withheld; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7247/13]

12/02/2013WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st September 2010 and full payments totalling €1,666.62 and €4,999.97 issued in 
respect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. The application was also select-
ed for a Cross Compliance inspection which resulted in a penalty of 3%, equal to €150, being 
imposed. Officials in my Department are now finalising the application of the person named on 
this basis with the intention of issuing payment for the 2012 scheme year as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRX02150Agrifood Sector Issues

12/02/2013WRX02200592. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he continues to liaise with the Irish Farmers’ Association and other farming 
organisations regarding the future challenges and developmental needs of the agrifood sector; 
the extent to which he expects to be in a position to respond in a positive way to such submis-
sions by these organisations if in the context of common agricultural policy or otherwise; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7368/13]

12/02/2013WRX02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have regu-
lar meetings with the farming organisations in relation to the future challenges and develop-
mental needs of the agri-food sector and these meetings are supplemented by frequent meetings 
and contacts at official level.  It is established practice in my Department to consult widely in 
relation to new initiatives and proposals for change and to establish Consultative Committees 
composed of all stakeholders to inform policy.  For example, the Consultative Committee on 
CAP reform, established by my predecessor, was set up for the specific purpose of obtaining 
the views of all stakeholders, farming organisations included, on the reform proposals.  This 
committee comprises all the major farming and agriculture related representative organisations 
involved in Social Partnership as well as a number of academics.  It meets at regular intervals, 
most recently in November of last year.

12/02/2013WRX02350Beef Industry Issues
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12/02/2013WRX02400593. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will outline his expectations for the development of the beef industry in the coming three 
years with particular reference to maintaining Ireland’s share of the international market and 
retaining a competitive edge; if he anticipates new market prospects in this time period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7369/13]

12/02/2013WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The prepon-
derance of Irish beef exports are destined for the UK along with France, Italy and the Neth-
erlands. Among the key drivers of future beef export performance in these markets will be 
the general macro-economic environment, the EU demand/supply balance and exchange rate 
developments, particularly with regard to the euro vis-à-vis sterling.

The immediate outlook for Irish beef output is that it is forecast to rise by 10% in 2013 as 
reduced live exports over recent years boost volumes. Global beef supplies are likely to remain 
stable and, as a result, EU imports are unlikely to increase significantly in 2013. The challenge 
will be to maintain price levels but continuing tight availability of beef across Europe should 
help exporters. Concomitant with this broadly positive outlook is a continuing improvement 
in the positioning of Irish beef exports in key markets with over 60% of export volumes now 
destined for the higher value standard retail, premium food service, and retail or quick service 
sectors. 

Exploiting the strong sustainability credentials of the grass-fed beef will be a key element 
in maintaining and expanding markets for the Irish beef industry up to 2015. In this context, 
the 32,000 members of the Bord Bia Beef Quality Assurance (QA) Scheme are committed to 
actively measuring and reducing their carbon emissions. This is the only QA programme in the 
world that has an environmental element operating on a national basis. This important initiative 
will give Irish beef exports a genuine competitive advantage in securing premium product status 
in fiercely competitive foreign markets. Innovative product offerings supported by appropriate 
marketing are the best means of increasing market returns and viability across the supply chain.

In addition, the leading Irish beef processing companies have also embraced the concept 
of sustainability under Origin Green. This is a comprehensive national sustainability devel-
opment programme, the first of its kind in the world, designed by Bord Bia to assist Ireland 
to become known as the optimum source of sustainably produced food and drink. Industry 
recruitment commenced in June 2012 and to date a total of 188 companies have signed up to 
the programme. Central to the Origin Green concept is a sustainability charter that will commit 
Ireland’s agri-food industry, including beef processors, to engage directly and robustly with the 
challenges of sustainable production: reducing energy inputs, minimizing their overall carbon 
footprint and lessening their impact on the environment.

Notwithstanding the fact that most Irish beef exports go to other EU member states, it is al-
ways beneficial to have a wide range of market outlets available for our beef products. My De-
partment will be working – in collaboration with the industry, Bord Bia and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade – to secure access to more third country outlets for Irish beef over the 
next three years. At present, Irish beef enjoys access to markets in Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, In-
donesia, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Russia, Hong Kong and Singapore.

I have been assiduous in nurturing relationships in new and growing markets in order to 
build confidence in Irish production and control systems which will underpin long-term trading 
relationships in the future. As part of that effort, I headed trade missions last year to China and 
the USA, during which I raised the subject of access for Irish beef with my ministerial counter-
parts. Apart from China and the US, other targeted markets for Irish beef access include Japan 
and Korea as well as North African and Middle Eastern countries. My Department is engaging 
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closely with the authorities in those countries to gain access for Irish beef products. There is a 
strong demand for beef globally and my Department remains focused, in consultation with the 
industry, on ensuring that Irish exporters will be able to fully exploit market opportunities as 
they arise over the coming years.

12/02/2013WRX02550Fishing Industry Development

12/02/2013WRX02600594. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects the fishing industry to develop over the coming four years with 
particular reference to likely fish catches under various species headings and the anticipated 
added value to processing arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7370/13]

12/02/2013WRX02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Dep-
uty will be aware individual fishing opportunities and quotas are determined on an annual basis 
by the EU Fisheries Council in line with the mechanisms and procedures laid down in the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy (CFP). These take account of best available scientific information and 
involve all relevant stakeholders. Current proposals for reform of the Common Fisheries Policy 
process, which have been prioritised by the Irish EU Presidency, encompass a range of innova-
tive proposals for measures to eliminate the practice of  discards, that is the dumping fish at sea, 
achieving appropriate maximum long term sustainable yields (MSYs) and the introduction of 
effective fair transparent regionalisation mechanisms will,  if agreed by EU Member States, all 
help support the ongoing development of a sustainable and thriving Irish and European fishing 
industry for the future.  

Addressing these issues effectively will also help to ensure the maintenance of jobs in the 
fishing industry while enabling a climate of innovation to thrive in both the fisheries and aqua-
culture sector. During the Irish Presidency one of my goals is to make significant progress on 
the CFP reform agenda to ensure a sustainable, profitable and self reliant industry that protects 
and enhances the social and economic fabric of rural coastal communities dependent on the sea-
food sector, while balancing these objectives with the need to deliver sustainable fisheries for 
future generations. Addressing these issues effectively will also help to ensure the maintenance 
of jobs in the fishing industry while enabling a climate of innovation to thrive in the fisheries 
sector.

12/02/2013WRX02750Pigmeat Sector

12/02/2013WRX02800595. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he continues to review the future prospects for the pigmeat industry with 
particular reference to meeting the challenges of rising costs and increased competition; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7371/13]

12/02/2013WRX02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The pig sec-
tor accounts for approximately 6% of the overall agri-food industry and is the third largest 
individual component of the agri-food sector. During 2012 output, prices and export values 
continued the growth seen in recent years, growing by 2%, 10% and 16% respectively. 

Currently pig prices are over 15% ahead of the same week last year. This equates to almost 
23c/kg. When compared to the same week in 2010, prices have risen by over 46/c per kilo, or 
more than 38%.
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The ‘Food Harvest 2020 Report ’, published in July 2010, sets out the vision for the future 
of the food industry including the pig sector and targets a 50% increase in the value of output 
by 2020.  My Department carefully monitors developments in the pig sector, both domesti-
cally and internationally. Given that cereals account for up to 75% of pig feed, the impact of 
significant increases in cereal prices in recent years on the pig sector has been considerable.  
While there has been some easing of soya prices in recent months thus ameliorating some of 
the consequences, they continue to remain significantly above historic averages. The weather 
affected harvests with drought in the USA and the Black Sea region leading to lower output and 
consequent upward pressure on prices.

Following rebuilding and recovery efforts in recent years the future for the Irish pig sector 
remains challenging. Notwithstanding recent cereal price reductions, input prices are forecast 
to remain above long-term averages for the foreseeable future. In addition, difficulties in the 
non-feed elements of production such as credit availability, energy costs and compliance with 
the EU Loose Sow Housing Directive which came into force in January 2013 together with the 
decline in the size of the breeding herd pose significant challenges to producers. EU output is 
forecast to decline by 2-3% in 2013 which conversely will offer increased opportunities to Irish 
producers. However, the ongoing issues referred to above together with the near 7% decline 
in the Irish breeding herd in 2012, may limit Irish producers’ scope to avail of these openings.

In relation to the Loose Sow Housing Directive, an on-farm investment aid scheme (TAMS) 
– the Sow Housing Welfare Scheme was introduced under Ireland’s Rural Development Pro-
gramme 2007 – 2013, to facilitate producer compliance with the requirements. The scheme 
has been enhanced and extended on a number of occasions. While the majority of producers 
have worked extremely hard to achieve compliance, my Department became aware that a small 
number of producers had experienced difficulties with planning permission. With this in mind, I 
recently announced a further extension in the deadline for grant applications until 2 April 2013.

I have provided a total of €16 million for this scheme. I should add that this funding is in ad-
dition to earlier Sow Welfare Schemes which delivered over €6 million to successful applicants. 

With regard to financial support available to the pig industry, Enterprise Ireland operates 
various programmes relating to company development. Included among these are Research and 
Development and Innovation Funding. Through a mix of funding, advice and expertise, Enter-
prise Ireland works with companies planning or engaging in R&D. Assistance for product de-
velopment is also available through the Teagasc National Food Centre in Ashtown, Dublin 15. 
A number of businesses within the pig sector have availed of these programmes in recent years.

Teagasc, through its Moorepark pig research facility and the provision of FETAC courses 
in pig production and benchmarking pig herd performance, plays a critically important role in 
improving productive capacity at farm level. Teagasc have also circulated pig producers with a 
number of the options available to them to reduce feed costs and improve feed efficiency. 

In addition, Teagasc continues on an ongoing basis to develop enhanced systems of re-
search, technical assistance and knowledge transfer in order to assist the pig sector.  

In so far as international trade in Irish pigmeat is concerned, my Department has been ex-
tremely active in developing relationships in new and expanding markets in order to build the 
kind of confidence in Irish production and control systems that provide a platform for long term 
trading relationships in the future. 

And of course Bord Bia continues, through its promotional activities, and through the pig-
meat quality assurance scheme, to help consolidate the position of Irish pigmeat on the domes-
tic market and to expand its presence on EU and international markets. This is proving particu-
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larly successful in international markets, primarily Russia and China where the value of Irish 
pigmeat exports grew to over €110 million in 2012. 

It is important to remember that pigmeat remains the most consumed meat worldwide and 
this will continue to present opportunities for Irish producers, given our self-sufficiency. In ad-
dition, the measures outlined above, together with the progress made in the last few years in 
establishing and consolidating a presence in important international markets will better position 
Irish producers to take advantage of growing demand.

12/02/2013WRX02950Animal Welfare Issues

12/02/2013WRX03000596. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the farming community has been in a position to comply with requirements 
arising from animal welfare requirements in the context of the provision of improved animal 
housing arrangements; if adequate resources have been made available by the lending institu-
tions to meet such requirements, if any outstanding issues remain; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7372/13]

12/02/2013WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): New EU 
Animal Welfare rules setting down new standards in relation to the housing of sows came into 
force on 1 January 2013. A significant number of producers have undertaken the necessary 
work required in order to upgrade their facilities in order to comply with the new rules.

My Department is aware of the scale of the challenge facing pig farmers in respect of the 
new requirements. To this end, the Department introduced a Targeted Agricultural Modernisa-
tion Scheme (TAMS) for Sow Welfare in June 2010. Grant-aid is available at a rate of 40% to 
eligible producers with a maximum investment ceiling of €300,000, i.e. a maximum grant of 
€120,000. A total of €16 million has been allocated to this scheme under the Rural Development 
Programme. It follows two earlier schemes in 2005 and 2007 and payments of €6.2 million 
have already been made to pig producers. 

The scheme has been enhanced and extended on a number of occasions including provision 
being made to allow producers make multiple applications in instances where the producer 
has more than one sow house. While the majority of producers have worked extremely hard to 
achieve compliance, my Department is aware that a small number of producers have experi-
enced difficulties with planning permission. With this in mind, I recently announced a further 
extension in the deadline for grant applications until 2 April. The final date for completion of 
work and the lodgment of payment claims is 30 September 2013. 

I and my Department are in regular contact with farm bodies, various national banks and 
the Banking Federation concerning the availability of credit to farmers, including those in the 
pig sector, who are under financial pressure. The banks provide information online, via the 
Irish Banking Federation, as to the type of information that they require when making a deci-
sion on a loan request in the agriculture sector. However, farmers who are not satisfied with the 
service provided by their banks can ask for an internal review by the relevant bank and if they 
are still not satisfied can apply to the Credit Review Office to have their case reviewed. Despite 
concerns, a relatively small number of cases from the Agri-Food sector have come before the 
Credit Review Office.
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12/02/2013WRX03150Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

12/02/2013WRX03200597. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if in the context of common agricultural policy negotiations and his Department’s plans for the 
future of the agrifood sector, he expects to be in a position to ensure that the prospects for young 
persons remains sufficiently attractive in the face of competition through alternative employ-
ment and recognising the need for the promotion of the family-farm concept in the future as an 
attractive vocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7373/13]

12/02/2013WRX03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): One of my 
goals as Minister for Agriculture is to promote generation renewal in farming.  Achievement of 
our Food Harvest 2020 strategy is predicated on smart, green growth in the sector with an em-
phasis on investment and innovation.  In this connection, I have concerns about the current age 
profile of our farming population and I firmly believe we must actively encourage the younger 
generation to view farming as an attractive and sustainable career.

It is for this reason that I have promoted the introduction of a number of tax reliefs aimed at 
bringing young people into the sector.

The proposals for reform of the Common Agricultural Policy contain a number of measures 
designed to attract young farmers to the sector.  These include a proposal for a 25% top-up pay-
ment, over and above the normal single farm payment, to farmers under 40, for a five year pe-
riod.  I, along with a number of other Member States and the Commission, would prefer if this 
proposal was mandatory for Member States.  However, given that a large number of Member 
States would have difficulty with a mandatory scheme, I am prepared to live with an optional 
scheme although I can confirm that I have every intention of applying it in Ireland.

There are also proposals for enhanced investment opportunities for young farmers within 
the draft Rural Development Regulation.  

Of course, these measures form part of the CAP reform negotiations which are not yet 
finalised. My aim is to finalise the Council position on the CAP reform dossier and obtain a 
negotiating mandate by the end of March, leading to inter-institutional trilogues, with the aim 
of overall political agreement by the end of June.   

I am confident of navigating through the diverging positions of Member States with a view 
to ensuring that the new CAP contains measures that will continue to attract young farmers into 
the sector.

12/02/2013WRX03350Farm Household Incomes

12/02/2013WRX03400598. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he proposes to take in conjunction with his EU colleagues to protect the concept of 
the viability of the family farm enterprise throughout Europe; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7374/13]

12/02/2013WRX03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Next year, 
2014, will be celebrated by the FAO as the International Year of Family Farming.  The EU will 
prepare for this by facilitating discussion and organising a conference under the auspices of 
DG-Agri in Autumn 2013.  

Family farming has always been the main form of farming in Ireland.  The key difficulties 
that I have seen are the lack of succession planning and the lack of availability of farm land for 
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new entrants.  To meet these challenges new taxation measures were introduced in the last two 
budgets aimed at improving land mobility and farm consolidation, and encouraging transfers 
to younger, more progressive farmers.  Stamp duty on agricultural land was reduced from 6% 
to 2%.  In addition, half the rate (1%) is now applicable on transfers to close relatives until the 
end of 2014. This change substantially reduced the stamp duty payable on transfers of farm 
land by gift or by sale. The measure promotes inter-generational transfer, as the cost of lifetime 
transfer to transferees who do not qualify for the young trained farmer stamp duty relief has 
been reduced considerably.

Budget 2012 also restructured the retirement relief available on Capital Gains Tax in order 
to incentivise the earlier transfer of farm assets to the next generation, and to encourage the sale 
of land by those farmers with no successors. 

Retirement relief was restructured in order to encourage farmers around the normal retire-
ment age, who have successors, to transfer their land and holdings to young, innovative, am-
bitious, prospective farmers. This measure encourages an improvement in the age profile of 
farmers, and should ensure that farmland is put to more productive use.

It should be noted that there has been no change to the very important 90% agricultural 
relief on Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT). This means that farms worth up to €2.5 million will 
continue to be fully exempt from CAT with regard to transfers to a child.

I am also happy that the new restructuring relief has been announced in the 2013 budget.  
This is the result of detailed work which analysed the reasons why the old consolidation relief 
was not working.  I am confident that the new relief in relation to Capital Gains Taxes, once 
State Aid approval has been received, will be more effective, especially given that Stamp Duty 
rates have been reduced.  Re-structuring is essential for us to meet the Food Harvest 2020 tar-
gets.  We need to use land more productively and encourage more young farmers to make the 
best use of the land. A recent EU Commission study found that 

‘younger[farm] managers tend to perform better than the EU average, with 46% more area 
and 57% more economic potential for 21% more labour force’ [[1]  Commission Staff Working 
Paper, Impact Assessment, CAP towards 2020, Annex 1: Situation and prospects for EU agri-
culture and rural areas, p. 25. Brussels, 12/10/2011.1].

Ireland has a very low level of land sales, with most land staying within the same family 
for generations. Only 0.4% of land changes hand in any given year.  Young farmers that want 
to expand need to be able to access land.  According to the latest census of agriculture the aver-
age farm has 3.8 land parcels.  This means that our farmers are wasting time and diesel driving 
between plots of land, increasing the stress and the risk of accidents.  Young farmers will now 
have an opportunity to consolidate their holdings and increase efficiency.  

I also believe that family farms are the places where young people can learn the required 
skills in partnership with parents and other family members.  Indeed Irish farming greatly ben-
efits from the pooling of skills and knowledge of all family members and in this regard I would 
strongly encourage greater participation by women in farm decision making and management.  
I am confident that providing an additional incentive to farm partnership formation will encour-
age farmers to consider more closely the benefits of farm partnerships to their farming business 
and in providing a better work-life balance. 

Encouraging farm partnerships will also support the dairy herd expansion required over the 
coming years, enabling Irish farmers to avail of the opportunity presented by the abolition of 
EU milk quotas in March 2015.
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12/02/2013WRX03550Food Safety Standards Regulation

12/02/2013WRX03600599. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which he and his Department expects to be in a position to counter any negativity 
arising from recent traceability or quality breakdowns with particular reference to quality assur-
ance on worldwide markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7375/13]

12/02/2013WRX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
the findings of the FSAI Survey on the authenticity of meat products (published on January 
15), which disclosed the presence of horse meat in burgers and the identification in the follow 
up investigation of the source, the problem has developed into a pan European investigation of 
food fraud involving a range of meat products and traders/food business operators.

My aim throughout this situation has been to ensure that everything possible is done to fully 
restore consumer confidence in the Irish meat sector. I asked Bord Bia to maintain constant con-
tact with our export markets to reassure international buyers that there is no food safety issue 
involved and that the issue has been dealt with swiftly and appropriately by the Irish authorities. 
Initial market impact at consumer level (weekend of Jan 20) indicated that the controversy was 
largely confined within the UK and Irish markets, where the affected products were on sale and 
taken off the shelf, where the media coverage has been intense and consumer awareness very 
high. The research indicated that consumers were ring-fencing the problem to this particular 
segment of the market, and not extending or generalising it to the wider industry. The processed 
meat sector is a relatively limited segment of the total Irish meat market and is not otherwise 
impacting on Irish food exports. Beyond these markets, media coverage, interest and awareness 
has been limited and no concerns whatever have been reported to Bord Bia by trade buyers or 
consumers. The fact that our controls identified this particular issue and the manner in which it 
has been addressed will assist in maintaining the confidence in Irish food.

The Irish beef industry has a blue chip portfolio of high end supermarket and food service 
business in Europe’s consumer markets that is without parallel. The industry’s success is based 
on robust relationships with premium customers built up over an extended period and based 
on a track record of high quality standards, underpinned by our green credentials. More than 
75% of all Irish beef exported is produced from some 34,000 farms which are members of the 
Bord Bia Quality Assurance Scheme. Similarly, under Bord Bia’s Origin Green programme, 
most of our meat exporters have also signed up to the implementation of a sustainability plan 
that commits them to the achievement of stretch targets in key areas around emissions, water, 
biodiversity and health and well-being. Based on these programmes Bord Bia will continue to 
strongly assert our high quality standards and green credentials at every opportunity. Recent 
and forthcoming international trade events at which Bord Bia have participated included Sirha 
Trade Show (Lyon), where Irish beef was selected to be the ingredient in the prestigious Bocuse 
D’or competition, Prodexpo (Russia) and Gulf Food – the world’s biggest food and hospitality 
exhibition. All of these trade events will be attended by a number of Irish meat companies who 
will be promoting the quality and sustainability of Irish beef, emphasising that we continue to 
adopt the highest standards of traceability and safety in our meat industry.

12/02/2013WRX03750Food Safety Standards Regulation

12/02/2013WRX03800600. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will outline, in the interests of food traceability, accuracy of description and origin, 
the way he will ensure the authenticity of the description of all such products imported into 
this jurisdiction or slaughtered and-or processed within the jurisdiction reflect their origin with 
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particular reference to the integrity and credibility of the food-producing sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7376/13]

12/02/2013WRX03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under EU 
Food Safety legislation, primary responsibility for the safety of food placed on the market place 
lies with the food business operator.  Controls on the import of food are implemented by a 
number of agencies, including my Department, through service contracts with the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland (FSAI).

The main food products within the responsibility of my Department are products of animal 
origin.  As regards intra community trade such products can be traded freely within the Com-
munity provided they originate from EU approved plants.  Consignments of these products 
imported into Ireland from third countries are checked at a Border Inspection Post (BIP) on 
arrival in Ireland. There are two product BIPs in Ireland, at Dublin port and Shannon airport, 
operated by my Department. Controls on imported products consist of three types of checks – 
documentary, identity and physical.  All consignments have a documentary and identity check 
and a proportion of products as laid down in legislation are subject to physical checks.

Arising from the disclosure in the authenticity survey conducted by the FSAI of equine DNA 
in certain beef burgers, I have requested manufacturers of processed meat products to carry out 
DNA testing and to work with the FSAI in developing testing protocols for this purpose.  Given 
the pan European nature of the problem I have also arranged to have it discussed at EU level.

12/02/2013WRX03950Food Safety Standards Regulation

12/02/2013WRX04000601. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in respect of food traceability, if he will ensure that those responsible for breaches of the ex-
isting code are dealt with in such a manner as to discourage and prohibit such breaches in the 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7377/13]

12/02/2013WRX04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under EU 
Food Safety legislation, primary responsibility for the safety and traceability of food placed on 
the market place lies with the food business operator.  The role of my Department and other 
agencies working within a service contract with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) is 
to verify compliance by the food business operators with this requirement.   

Whenever a non-compliance with this legislation is uncovered, appropriate action is taken 
by the control agency which is consistent with the seriousness of the breach concerned.

12/02/2013WRX04150Fish Quotas

12/02/2013WRX04200602. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent, if known, to which all EU countries including Ireland continue to enforce fishing 
quotas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7378/13]

12/02/2013WRX04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland man-
ages and enforces its Fishing quotas in accordance with the specifications of the EU Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP). This involves regular consultation with fishing industry interests.  Our 
existing quota management system is designed to ensure the rational management of the avail-
able quotas, having regard to fishing patterns and market conditions, the best possible spread 
both between fishermen and also in terms of take up of quota during the year. A key objective 
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is the avoidance of very early closure of fisheries through rapid exhaustion of quota. Under 
the current arrangements, fishing industry representatives are consulted formally through the 
Whitefish Quota Management Advisory Committee on a monthly basis and their views are tak-
en into account as far as possible in the determination of monthly regimes for particular stocks.  
The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority is the national body for the control and enforcement of 
sea fisheries law and work with the Naval Service to control and enforce compliance with quota 
management arrangements and accurate reporting of landings.   

The CFP itself is currently in the process of undergoing significant reform, a process which 
has been prioritised for action under the Irish EU Presidency. Particular emphasis in the reform 
process will be on measures to eliminate discards, achieve appropriate maximum long term sus-
tainable yields from annual fisheries and moves toward the introduction of fair and transparent 
regionalisation mechanisms. If as I hope, the Council and the EU Parliament reach agreement 
on these measures, the process should help support the ongoing development of a sustainable 
and thriving Irish and European fishing industry into the future. 

In common with procedures which operate here in Ireland individual EU Member States 
have similar responsibilities for the management of fisheries quotas. Inevitably the precise na-
ture of these enforcement procedures may vary from one Member State to another. Any issues 
which may emerge in terms of management by individual member states are a matter for the 
EU Commission in terms of its responsibility to ensure the rules of the CFP are fully respected.

12/02/2013WRX04350Food Safety Standards Regulation

12/02/2013WRX04400603. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the lessons, if any, to be learned from the recent breakdown in the labelling, quality and de-
scription of some meat products or ingredients with particular reference to the need to ensure 
that any such future breaches are dealt with quickly and effectively; that the laboratory and 
other testing facilities required are updated in accordance with the need to preserve the highest 
possible standard in the meet industry, if indigenously generated or imported, from other EU 
countries or elsewhere; that in conjunction with his EU colleagues, a reliable regime can be 
established whereby there is a strict adherence to the highest possible standard of traceability 
and that all labelling accurately describes the product, its ingredients and its origin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7379/13]

12/02/2013WRX04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under EU 
Food Safety legislation, primary responsibility for the safety of food placed on the market place 
lies with the food business operator.  The role of my Department and other agencies working 
under service contracts with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) is to verify compli-
ance by the food business operators with this requirement.  This is done by a combination of 
inspection of establishments and by audit of the food safety management systems which op-
erators are required to have in place.  These controls are applied at different stages in the food 
supply chain.  It is important to point out that the key controls carried out by my Department, 
under its contract with the FSAI, relate to food safety.  The matters that were the subject of the 
recent incident did not give rise to a food safety issue.

The FSAI, as part of overall surveillance and monitoring of the food chain, carried out this 
random survey against a background of increasing prices of raw materials used in food and 
feed manufacture, and the global sourcing of ingredients.  In conducting this survey, a problem 
was uncovered which might otherwise have gone undetected here, or been discovered first in 
out overseas markets.  I am confident that the eventual impact and outcome will be positive for 
consumers and for the reputation of Ireland as a producer of safety and wholesome food.  As 
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seen from recent developments, the problem has developed into a pan European investigation 
of food fraud involving a range of meat products and traders/food business operators.  Accord-
ingly, I have arranged a meeting in Brussels tomorrow with EU Commissioner for Health and 
Consumer Policy Borg and other relevant Ministers to consider the wider EU implications of 
the recent revelations concerning the presence of horse meat in beef products.  I have also re-
quested Irish manufacturers of processed meat products to carry out DNA testing and to work 
with the FSAI in developing testing protocols for this purpose.

12/02/2013WRX04550Agriculture Schemes Payments

12/02/2013WRX04600604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which any remaining farm payments have yet to be paid under each heading; the 
cause or causes of any delays in this regard; the extent to which he expects to be in a position 
to deal with any such issues at an early date and; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7380/13]

12/02/2013WRX04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In a ten week 
period from late September to early December 2012, the amount paid by my Department way 
of direct payments to farmers was in excess of €1.4 billion.  By any measure, this is both a very 
significant sum in itself and a very commendable achievement in terms of delivery.  To date, 
over 123,000 farmers have been paid in excess of €1,210 million under the 2012 Single Pay-
ment Scheme.  With regard to the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, I can confirm that payments 
worth in excess of €204 million have issued to some 93,000 applicants.  Under the Grassland 
Sheep Scheme payment cannot commence prior to 1 December.  I can confirm that these pay-
ments commenced on 10 December last and, to date, payments worth some €18 million have 
issued to 28,152 applicants.  The budget for the scheme is  €18 million.

Payments under the Beef Technology Adoption Programme commenced on target in late 
December, with some €4.4 million already paid to in excess of 4,800 participants, while pay-
ments under the Dairy Efficiency Programme, worth in the region of €5.5 million, are on target 
to issue in the coming weeks, to some 5,500 participants.  Payments worth up to €1 million are 
also on schedule to shortly issue to those successfully participating in the Burren Farming for 
Conservation Programme.

Area-based schemes under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-13, are subject to EU 
Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications, including cross 
checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, to be completed before payments can issue.  
Payments under the agri-environment schemes, REPS and AEOS, in 2012 exceeded the levels 
of payments achieved in 2011.  Under REPS 4 all payments due in respect of the scheme years 
prior to 2012 have been made and a total of 26,145 of the 30,000 applicants have been already 
been paid their 2012 payment.

Under AEOS I  all outstanding payments due in respect of both 2010 and 2011 have been 
finalised and of the 7,500 participants remaining in that scheme over 6,200 have received pay-
ment in respect of 2012.  Under AEOS II 5,070 of the 6,250 approved applicants have been paid 
in respect of 2011.  Applicants have been informed of outstanding queries.  2012 represents the 
first full year payment for AEOS 2 applicants and in order to activate payment where non pro-
ductive capital investments were selected a valid capital investment claim form must have been 
submitted.  The high level of queries and farmer delays in submitting valid claims has resulted 
in a lower than expected level of 2012 payments under AEOS 2.  Nearly 2,100 have received 
payment at this stage and to deal with outstanding queries additional resources have been di-
rected to this area with the intention of clearing the backlog as soon as possible.  Requests and 



12 February 2013

329

reminders have issued to farmers that have not submitted valid claim forms and where appli-
cants have received correspondence in this regard they should respond as soon as possible.

Grant payments under Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS) are also sub-
ject to eligibility checks including on farm inspections in order to assess eligibility and pay-
ments are dependent on the completion of the project concerned and submission of a valid, 
documented claim.  There is no undue delay between the date of receipt of the payment claim 
and its verification and the subsequent issue of payment.

12/02/2013WRY00150Marine Resources

12/02/2013WRY00200605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which conservation measures already adopted in the context of the common fish-
eries policy or otherwise have improved fish stocks in traditional Irish fishing waters; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7381/13]

12/02/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The seas 
around Ireland (ICES Sub Areas VII and VI) are among the most productive and biologically 
sensitive areas in EU waters. Most of the fisheries resource within the area comes under the 
remit of the EUs Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). In June 2012, the European Commission 
reported that fish stocks in European waters are improving (EC COM(2012) 278 final). The 
proportion of overfished stocks in the Atlantic declined from around 90% of all stocks between 
2005-2009 to 47% in 2012. Several stocks in the west of Scotland, Irish Sea and Celtic sea have 
suffered from being over fished in the past and remain at relatively low levels (i.e. Cod in Divi-
sions VIa and VIIa, Sole in Division VIIa, Whiting in Divisions VIa and VIIa). Scientific advice 
is that exploitation rates of these depleted stocks appears to remain high in most cases despite 
significant reductions in fishing effort over the last decade (EC COM(2012) 278. 

The Marine Institute has given a workable definition to sustainable fisheries ie  when a 
fishery  can be ‘conducted over the long term at an acceptable level of biological and economic 
productivity, without leading to ecological changes that exclude options for future generations’. 
Optimum levels of biological and economic productivity are in part management decisions, but 
though considerable progress has been made in recent years in terms of addressing sustainabil-
ity issues it is clear that for many stocks there is still room for further improvement. The Euro-
pean Union and Member States have committed themselves to reach the objectives of fishing at 
MSY by 2015 where possible. 

Reform of the CFP itself which is currently under discussion at EU level will help to ad-
dress many of the key long term fisheries sustainability issues. The advancement of this reform 
agenda  has been prioritised by the Irish EU Presidency.   Current proposals for CFP reform 
encompass a range of innovative proposals for measures to eliminate the practice of  discards, 
achieving appropriate maximum long term sustainable yields (MSYs) and the introduction of 
effective fair transparent regionalisation mechanisms.  It is my belief that the introduction and 
implementation of these necessary and timely reforms (which must be adopted under co-de-
cision jointly by the EU Fisheries Council and the EU Parliament) will support the ongoing 
development of a sustainable and thriving Irish and European fishing industry for the future. 

12/02/2013WRY00350Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRY00400606. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the cost 
incurred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an an-
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nual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7382/13]

12/02/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment does not assess the means of individual citizens and as such does not incur any associated 
costs.

12/02/2013WRY00550Dairy Equipment Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRY00600607. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide an update on the outstanding appeal payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7397/13]

12/02/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant for grant-aid under the TAMS Dairy Equipment Scheme.   An appeal 
was lodged with the Agriculture Appeals Office on behalf of the applicant in relation to the De-
partment’s refusal to award him grant-aid under the Scheme on 27 August 2012.   That appeal 
was subsequently upheld by an Appeals Officer on 11 December 2012.  On 17 January 2013, 
the Department sought a review of this decision by the Director of the Agriculture Appeals Of-
fice and the outcome of this review is awaited.

The result of the review will be notified to the applicant as soon it is available. 

12/02/2013WRY00750Child Care Services Provision

12/02/2013WRY00800608. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the reason, following a visit from the Health Service Executive, Naíonra Tír na nÓg in Manor 
Street, Dublin 7, was closed. [6702/13]

12/02/2013WRY00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information. 

12/02/2013WRY00950Child Care Services Provision

12/02/2013WRY01000609. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
sanction funding to allow the continuation of the vital work of the childminding development 
worker (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the reason for the cessation of funding for this 
post; the cost saving made by such; if her attention has been drawn to the impact this will have 
on childminders in County Tipperary; if she will confirm what will happen to the programmes 
and activities put in place by this worker in County Tipperary; if an alternative support will be 
made available; if she will confirm if childminders will be compelled to undertake Garda vet-
ting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7237/13]

12/02/2013WRY01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 1991 Child-
care Act provided for regulation of the pre-school sector.  However, there was a recognition at 
the time of the difficulties of regulating the childminding sector, given its scale and the strong 
view that women should not be subject to regulation if they minded a small number of ad-
ditional children.  As a result, the majority of childminders are exempt from the Regulations 
currently in place.
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The 2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare set out a plan for integrating the various 
strands of child care and education, including childminding.  It made a number of recommen-
dations aimed at overcoming the barriers preventing childminders from moving into the formal 
economy, most of which have been implemented.  These included the introduction of a system 
for voluntary notification of childminders, and the introduction of Childcare Services Relief, 
which allows a voluntarily-notified childminder to mind up to three children without paying tax 
on the earnings and to make a PRSI contribution.

In 2002, the Health Service Executive (HSE) agreed to fund a Childminding Advisory Of-
ficer post in each county, who would work with the 33 City and County Childcare Committees 
(CCCs) funded under the Childcare Programme, implemented by the then Department of Jus-
tice, Equality and Law Reform.  The role included notifying childminders of training oppor-
tunities, providing networking opportunities and supporting the voluntary notification system 
which was being developed by the CCCs.

While Childminding Advisory Officers were established in most county areas, this was not 
always the case and they were not always located with the local CCC.  Despite their presence 
and the additional supports including training, a small capital grant scheme and the introduc-
tion of a tax relief for childminding in 2006, the increase in the number of voluntarily-notified 
childminders since 2004, when the number was 500, has been relatively small and levelled off 
at 1,250.

In recent years, HSE funding for the Childminding Advisory Officer posts has gradually 
decreased, and is no longer in place in some areas.  I understand that this is due to pressure on 
HSE resources and the need to prioritise funding to other areas of front-line services.  While this 
is not a welcome development, I would point to the fact that the CCCs are now well-established 
and effective bodies at local level, and that supporting the childminding sector is an integral part 
of their work.  As a result, childminders continue to have access to support, training and advice.

My Department provides annual funding to each CCC to enable them to support and ad-
vise all childcare providers at local level.  In 2012, the total amount allocated to the CCCs was 
€11.3m.  In addition, in 2012 my Department provided €220,000 to the CCCs for Childmind-
ing Development Grants.  My Department also provides annual funding, totalling €2.85m in 
2012, to seven National Voluntary Childcare Organisations to provide support at a local level 
to their members.  This included €358,000 for Childminding Ireland, the representative body 
for childminders.

My Department has commenced work on Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy.  One of the 
policy issues which I have identified for consideration in the preparation of the Early Years 
Strategy is the development of the childminding sector as a fully-integrated component of early 
childhood care and education, in particular for the under-one age group.

Under the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No 2) Regulations 2006, services providing 
care for children who have not yet commenced primary school are required to notify their ser-
vice to the Pre-School Inspectorate of the HSE.   Childminders taking care of not more than 
three pre-school children from different families are not covered by the Regulations and are not 
required to notify.   Decisions on how best to regulate and support the childminding sector will 
continue to form part of the ongoing work on the Early Years Strategy.

As is the case with all regulatory requirements, the Child Care Regulations set the minimum 
standards which services are legally required to comply with.  However, my Department is pro-
active in monitoring, promoting and developing the highest standards of care and education 
throughout the sector, including the regulatory environment, given the important role which 
these services play in this crucial phase of children’s lives.
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The Children First National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, which I 
published in 2011, provides clarity and guidance for individuals and organisations in identify-
ing and responding appropriately to child abuse and neglect. It also sets out what organisations 
that care for or work with children should do to ensure they are safe whilst in the care of the 
organisation. The Government has committed, as a priority, to the introduction of legislation to 
underpin Children First.  I published the Heads of the Children First Bill   in April 2012. The 
purpose of publishing the Heads was to allow for a full consultation at an early stage on devel-
oping the Bill. 

I asked the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children to consider the Heads of the 
Children First Bill and make recommendations.  I received their comprehensive Report and my 
Department is currently considering the broad range of submissions to, and recommendations 
of the Joint Committee, including those submissions pertaining to the issue of childminders.

12/02/2013WRY01150National Educational Welfare Board Remit

12/02/2013WRY01200610. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs subse-
quent to the elimination of the visiting teacher service for Travellers, the details of the number 
of Travellers assisted by the National Education Welfare Board for the past year for which she 
has information and the educational outcomes therefrom; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7416/13]

12/02/2013WRY01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The National 
Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) was established in 2002 under the Education (Welfare) 
Act, 2000. Its functions emphasise school attendance, participation and retention. The various 
strands of the NEWB, the School Completion Programme (SCP), the Home School Community 
Liaison Scheme (HSCL) and the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) work together to secure 
improved educational outcomes for children and young people. 

I am advised by the NEWB that cases where there are significant concerns about a child’s 
attendance at school, including a Traveller child or where a child is identified as “at-risk” of 
persistent poor attendance or early school leaving are prioritised by the Board.

The Service does not retain records on individual children on the basis of Traveller or other 
cultural identities, but in 2012 the Educational Welfare Service worked with 20,011 children 
who experienced school attendance difficulties. 

Within the School Completion Programme, schools may identify particular at-risk children 
from within the Traveller community for additional supports. The latest data, as reported by 
schools, for the 2010 / 11 school year estimates that of the 36,147 children participating within 
the SCP, some 11% were Traveller students.

The SCP supports Traveller students through the provision of school, after school, holi-
day and out of school supports. In particular Traveller students participate in homework clubs, 
which are organised in some Traveller sites so students go home directly after school and can 
avail of the homework club facility in their own environment. Homework clubs are facilitated 
and organised, in many cases, in partnership with local youth services or Pavee Point.

The NEWB participates on the Traveller Education Strategy Advisory and Consultative 
Forum, which is facilitated by the Department of Education and Skills and monitors the imple-
mentation of the Traveller Education Strategy. The Board has convened a working group under 
the auspices of the Forum to develop collaborative working arrangements between the NEWB 
and Traveller Support Organisations (Pavee Point, Irish Traveller Movement, Traveller Wom-
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en’s Forum and Traveller MABS). The objective of the group is to work effectively at local and 
national level to support traveller parents in their responsibilities to ensure their children remain 
in school and to develop mechanisms to improve educational outcomes for Traveller children.

The implementation of the Board’s “One Child, One Team, One Plan” strategy is focussed 
on securing improved educational outcomes for all students and prioritises those most at risk of 
early school leaving.

12/02/2013WRY01350Child and Family Support Agency Establishment

12/02/2013WRY01400611. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide details on the structure and model for the new Child and Family Support Agency; if she 
will confirm whether the CAFCASS in the UK has been used as a model; the extent to which 
this has been the case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6657/13]

12/02/2013WRY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Children 
and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (CAFCASS) is a UK non-governmental or-
ganisation which has a very specific remit in representing the best interests of children in family 
court proceedings in England. In an Irish context, the Guardian ad Litem (GAL) service is the 
equivalent of CAFCASS. The future governance and organisational arrangements relating to 
the GAL service are currently the subject of review. 

The Government has given approval to the drafting of a Bill to establish the Child and Fam-
ily Support Agency.  Work on the preparation of the legislation is proceeding as a priority and 
the intention is that the Agency will be established as soon as possible.   The Government’s 
consideration of the functions of the new Child and Family Support Agency was informed, inter 
alia, by the content and recommendations of the Report of the Task Force on the Child and Fam-
ily Support Agency which I published in July 2012.  The Task Force considered that the Agency 
needs to be as broadly based as possible and should include those services that might, in the first 
instance, help prevent problems arising for a family, that would identify problems and provide 
supports at an early stage and that would assist children and families in managing serious prob-
lems requiring specialised interventions beyond their own resources.  Therefore, in addition to 
child welfare and protection services the Task Force considered that the core services of the new 
Agency must include a broad based range of universal and targeted services with an emphasis 
on prevention, early intervention, family support and therapeutic care interventions.  

12/02/2013WRY01550Health Services Issues

12/02/2013WRY01600612. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 594 of 27 November 2012, if she will expedite this reply (details 
supplied) in view of the delay experienced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6696/13]

12/02/2013WRY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
from the HSE the information requested by the Deputy and I will revert to the Deputy when this 
information is to hand.

12/02/2013WRY01750Inter-Country Adoptions

12/02/2013WRY01800613. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
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she will outline the progress made to date that she has made concerning inter country adoptions; 
the progress that the Adoption Authority has made in relation to establishing administrative ar-
rangements with the Hague countries regarding inter country adoptions; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6858/13]

12/02/2013WRY01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under section 72 
of the Adoption Act 2010,  the Adoption Authority may enter into administrative arrangements 
with another contracting State to the Hague Convention. An administrative arrangement is not 
mandatory for intercountry adoption between countries that are both signatories to Hague.   
However some contracting states, including Ireland,  may determine that in some instances 
co-operation in the field of intercountry adoption is best served by the development of such 
arrangements. 

The Adoption Authority  is continuing its work to establish administrative arrangements 
with a number of Hague countries in relation to intercountry adoptions, as provided for under 
section 72 of the Adoption Act 2010. The Authority has travelled to a number of jurisdictions 
in order to make contact with the Central Authorities, advise of our processes and procedures, 
assess the need for additional administrative arrangements or agreements; and to glean as much 
information as possible of relevance to prospective adopters from those countries. The visits 
also provide opportunities to streamline processes on both sides and obtain up-to-date informa-
tion for prospective adopters on developments in these countries. 

In September 2012 the AAI and the Vietnamese Central Authority for Adoption agreed 
administrative arrangements for intercountry adoption. This is the first international administra-
tive arrangement for intercountry adoption entered into by the AAI and the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam since both countries ratified the Hague Convention.  I understand that the process of 
approving accredited bodies by the Vietnamese Central Authority is underway.

A delegation from the Adoption Authority made an official visit to the US State Department 
in Washington in 2012. Following this visit administrative arrangements in relation to inter-
country adoption between the United States of America and Ireland were drafted by the AAI 
and the Authority informs me that it expects to finalise these arrangements in the near future.  

A delegation from the Authority is due to travel to India in the coming weeks to meet with 
officials from CARA, the Indian Central authority. I have recently met with a group of prospec-
tive adoptive parents hoping to adopt from India and I am available for a diplomatic meeting 
with the Indian authorities should that prove helpful in advancing the administrative arrange-
ments with CARA.

ARC has been accredited to facilitate adoptions from Bulgaria and the Authority informs 
me that the first referrals from Bulgaria are due shortly.

12/02/2013WRY01950School Completion Programme

12/02/2013WRY02000614. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
reverse the cuts to the school completion programme in schools (details supplied) in Dublin 11 
in view of the invaluable work carried out by this service and the minimum cost involved; the 
impact of this cut on students who depend on this service; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7034/13]

12/02/2013WRY02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The School 
Completion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to 
completion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and 
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retention of its target cohort. The SCP is one of three service strands, which also includes the 
Home School Community Liaison and the Education Welfare Service, being integrated under 
the remit of the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB). The SCP is a key programme 
under the Department of Education and Skills DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in 
Schools) action plan.

In 2013, funding of €26.456m has been made available by my Department to support the 
programme, which involves 124 projects and initiatives throughout the country.

The Local Management Committee assesses the needs of marginalised educationally dis-
advantaged students at local level to devise an integrated, costed and targeted proposal of in-
terventions to support these young people. This project model approach allows the Local Man-
agement Committee the autonomy to be creative and innovative in developing strategies to 
encourage attendance, retention and participation of the targeted young people. Accordingly, it 
is a matter for the SCP to decide on the use of SCP funds in the context of the available grant 
and the overall programme of activities. 

In September 2012, the Local Management Committee responsible for each SCP project 
was notified that a reduction on last year’s allocation would apply for the coming academic 
cycle. €341,234 was made available to the School Completion Project raised by the Deputy for 
the 12/13 academic year.

Projects were requested to revise their plans for 2012/13 in order to achieve efficiencies and 
reduce costs whilst prioritising evidence based services to support children’s educational out-
comes. The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), under the remit of my Department, 
has provided assistance to projects through this process in accordance with its management 
responsibilities for the programme.

In the present challenging financial circumstances it is not feasible to alter the notified allo-
cations to individual projects. I would note that my Department intends to complete a review of 
the SCP over the course 2013. It is anticipated that the review will assist to identify operational 
efficiencies and other reforms necessary to consolidate the programme on a sustainable footing 
as a key component of an integrated school support service under the NEWB. 

The purchase of food by schools is separately funded by the Department of Social Protec-
tion. In this instance these funds are channelled through the local School Completion Pro-
gramme.  I am advised by the NEWB that the Local Management Committee of the Programme 
in question, having reviewed all provisions across its programme, took the decision to prioritise 
SCP funding this year for interventions in other areas. However, I am advised by the NEWB 
that the Local Co-ordinator and SCP Chairperson are continuing to explore options to support 
delivery of the meals programme for students in the schools in question.

12/02/2013WRY02150Adoption Records Provision

12/02/2013WRY02200615. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason the 
State has not funded Helping Hands Adoption Mediation Agency, in accordance with Hague 
conditions that such organisations should be state funded, in order to avoid profiteering from 
adoptions. [7200/13]

12/02/2013WRY02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Hague Con-
vention does not require that accredited agencies be State funded. It is not currently the policy 
of the Department to fund accredited agencies. While accredited bodies are required to be not-
for-profit organisations, it is open to them to charge reasonable amounts for services provided 
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to applicants. Therefore, ongoing funding should arise from the payments for services provided. 
A number of issues in relation to accredited agencies are being examined by my Department 
in consultation with the Adoption Authority and the HSE; however, no decision in relation to 
future funding of accredited agencies has been made. 

12/02/2013WRY02350Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRY02400616. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost incurred 
by her Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual basis; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7384/13]

12/02/2013WRY02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
does not incur any costs for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason.

12/02/2013WRY02550Youth Services Provision

12/02/2013WRY02600617. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount allocated and the subsequent outturn for the special projects for youth for 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013; and, within that budget, if he will list the allocation and subsequent 
outturn for projects working with Travellers. [7400/13]

12/02/2013WRY02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding under 
the Special Projects for Youth  Scheme (SPY),is made available to organisations and groups 
for specific projects which seek to address the needs of young people who are disadvantaged 
due to a combination of factors e.g., social isolation, substance misuse, homelessness, early 
school leaving and unemployment. Projects facilitate the personal and social development of 
participants thus enabling them to realise their potential. This aim underpins all programmes 
and activities of the Scheme. There are currently some 179 projects funded under this scheme.

Details of funding allocated to the Special Projects for Youth Scheme is outlined hereunder 
for 2008 to 2012. The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department is working on the funding alloca-
tion for youth services in 2013 and every effort is being made to advise youth projects and 
national youth organisations, of their 2013 allocations as soon as possible.

Details of allocations and out-turn for this Scheme are outlined as follows:

Year Allocation Out-turn
2008 21,381,006 21,381,006
2009 19,975,681 19,975,681
2010 19,475,670 19,475,670
2011 18,156,452 18,156,452
2012 17,041,730 17,041,730

The Special Projects for Youth Scheme operates several youth work initiatives that are spe-
cifically aimed at young Travellers, such as the initiatives operated by Involve (formerly the 
National Association of Traveller centres (NATCs)), Exchange House Traveller Youth Service 
and Pavee Point. In general, these youth work initiatives entail consultation with the local 
traveller community, the involvement of members of that community in the management of 
the project and liaison with other voluntary and statutory agencies operating in the youth ser-
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vice sphere. Other projects funded other these schemes may include services and activities for 
young travellers but they are not exclusive to young travellers.  A detailed breakdown of grants 
allocated to projects working with Travellers will be provided directly to the Deputy this week.

12/02/2013WRY02750Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRY02800618. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to the publication of 
the December 2012 Exchequer statement, if he will explain the source of the €45 million titled 
“Medical Defence Union Receipts”. [6626/13]

12/02/2013WRY02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The receipt of €45 million from the Medical 
Defence Union (MDU) is in respect of an agreement reached with the MDU in settlement of 
litigation. The agreement brings to a conclusion a long standing dispute with the MDU follow-
ing their refusal to indemnify large numbers of their members and former members in Ireland. 

12/02/2013WRY02950Tobacco Control Measures

12/02/2013WRY03000619. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when it is intended that Ireland 
will join with France and the 11 other countries in signing the World Health Organization 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control protocol to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco prod-
ucts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6669/13]

12/02/2013WRY03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Ireland played a significant role in drafting 
the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) Treaty which was ratified by the State 
in November 2005.  Ireland is fully committed to its implementation and has been an active 
participant in the Conference of Parties to the FCTC.

The Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products was adopted by the Parties to 
the WHO FCTC in November, 2012 in Seoul.  My Department and the Office of the Revenue 
Commissioners were represented in Seoul and actively supported the Protocol adoption.

The Protocol is now open for signature by the Parties until 9 January, 2014.  Arrangements 
will be made in the near future for Ireland’s signature to the Protocol, which is held in the 
United Nations Headquarters in New York.

12/02/2013WRY03150Psychological Services

12/02/2013WRY03200620. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps that have been taken 
to provide counselling or the access to psychology services in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Meath. [6809/13]

12/02/2013WRY03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRY03350Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

12/02/2013WRY03400621. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that immediate 
sanction will be provided for a new prosthetic socket in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 9 in view of the fact that the person is unable to function independently due to an ill 
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fitting prosthetic leg. [6901/13]

12/02/2013WRY03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRY03550Counselling Services

12/02/2013WRY03600622. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
provided, under the scheme of grants for counselling organisations, for counselling services for 
Travellers for each year 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 and the amount anticipated for 2013. 
[7420/13]

12/02/2013WRY03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): An amount of €10,546,230 was spent on 
Traveller health via Traveller Health Units during 2011.  This amount excludes the costs of 
core/mainstream services accessed by members of the Travelling community e.g. GP services, 
foster care etc.  Efforts have continued to ensure that funding for all vulnerable groups remains 
protected as far as possible.

The specific information on the amount of funding provided, under the scheme of grants for 
counselling organisations, for counselling services for Travellers in each of the years requested 
is not readily available.  However I have asked the Health Service Executive to supply this in-
formation to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRY03750Health Insurance Prices

12/02/2013WRY03800623. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health his views on the VHI statement 
that one of the factors that will lead to a 6% increase in premiums is an ineffective risk equalisa-
tion scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6580/13]

12/02/2013WRY03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I recently expressed my disappointment with 
the VHI’s announcement of a further price increase and I consider an increase of this level un-
acceptable.  I met with the Board of the VHI on 19 December last and with the Chair and CEO 
last month to voice my concerns and to emphasise the absolute need for VHI to manage its 
costs.  Given VHI’s very significant share of overall costs in the market, I will continue to focus 
strongly on the need for the VHI to address its costs and to address aggressively the base cost of 
procedures including professional fees.  I have consistently urged the VHI and all health insur-
ers to do everything possible to keep down the cost of health insurance and I am determined to 
address costs in the sector, in the interests of consumers.

The Government is committed to keeping down the cost of health insurance so that it is af-
fordable for as many people as possible and remains committed to protecting community rating, 
whereby everyone pays the same price for the same health insurance product, irrespective of 
age or health status.  The Health Insurance (Amendment) Act, 2012 introduced a new perma-
nent Risk Equalisation Scheme (RES) for the private health insurance market with effect from 
1 January 2013.   An effective and robust RES is required  in order to protect affordability for 
those who need it most.   The Scheme is also of benefit to insurers with increased adverse risks, 
in particular, the VHI.

My officials have had a number of discussions with VHI officials to assist them in under-
standing the divergence between their calculation of the effectiveness of the new RES  and 
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that of my Department. My Department has also conferred with its actuarial advisors who 
have concluded that the calculation methodology used by VHI understates the effectiveness 
of the scheme. In addition, the Health Insurance Authority ( HIA) , the industry regulator, has 
confirmed, based on market average claim costs for prescribed benefits, that the 2013 scheme 
compensates for 75% of the higher claims costs for those aged in their seventies and compen-
sates for 83% of the higher claims costs for those aged in their eighties. The 2013 scheme has 
also provided for a measure of health status whereby an amount of €75 per night will be payable 
from the Risk Equalisation Fund in respect of each hospital stay involving an overnight stay 
in a hospital bed in private hospital accommodation, including in a designated private bed in a 
publicly funded hospital.  This measure benefits each insurer who pays for a customer to use 
an overnight hospital bed and also benefits VHI to a significant level given its market share and 
customer profile.

I should also point out that compensation levels under risk equalisation are based on aver-
age claims for the market as a whole rather than on the claims for any particular insurer such as 
VHI.  To do otherwise might be seen as providing an incentive for inefficiencies in claims cost 
management.

12/02/2013WRY03950Mental Health Services Report

12/02/2013WRY04000624. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date in imple-
menting A Vision for Change; the reason there is a priority to review the Mental Health Act 
2001 prior to replacing the A Vision for Change implementation expert group; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6581/13]

12/02/2013WRY04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Implementa-
tion of A Vision for Change (AVFC) and the reform of our mental health services is a priority 
for this Government.  Implementation of AVFC has been slower than originally expected.  It 
has been delayed by a number of factors including the changed economic context, constraints 
in public spending and the moratorium on recruitment.

Nonetheless, a great deal of progress has been made with the accelerated closure of old 
psychiatric hospitals and their replacement with bespoke new facilities, better suited to modern 
mental health care.  Progress also includes shorter episodes of in-patient care and the involve-
ment of service users in all aspects of mental health policy, service planning and delivery. 

A modern mental health service is best delivered in the community and in 2012 a special 
allocation of €35m was provided primarily to further strengthen Community Mental Health 
Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, to advance activities in the area of 
suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological and counselling services in pri-
mary care, specifically for people with mental health problems and to facilitate the re-location 
of mental health service users from institutional care to more independent living arrangements 
in their communities, in line with AVFC  . 

Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of this funding, but this sum 
is now available to mental health services along with an additional €35m allocated in Budget 
2013 for the continued development of mental health services across a range of headings, in-
cluding the further ongoing development of community services.  This represents a total of 
€70m additional revenue to modernise and reform our mental health services in 2013.  Over 800 
new mental health professionals are being employed to strengthen these services.  

I presume the Deputy is referring to the Independent Monitoring Group for A Vision for 
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Change which ceased its term in June 2012.  This Group was appointed in line with the recom-
mendations in AVFC to assess and report on progress on implementation.    AVFC also con-
tained a commitment that it would be reviewed after seven years.  

In relation to the review of the Mental Health Act 2001, Section 75 the Act obliges the 
Minister to carry out a review of the operation of the Act not later than 5 years after the estab-
lishment day.  While a limited review was conducted in 2007, a more comprehensive review is 
required now as Part Two of the Act only commenced in November 2006.  

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to review the Mental Health Act 
2001 and in June 2011, I appointed a Steering Group to undertake the first phase of the re-
view.  The terms of reference for the initial phase of the review required the Steering Group 
to consider “the extent to which the recommendations of A Vision for Change could or should 
be underpinned by legislation”.    This was done on the basis that the Mental Health Act 2001 
which was enacted five years before the publication of AVFC does not reflect the significant 
changes in thinking about the delivery of mental health services that have taken place in the last 
ten years, such as the shift to community based services, the adoption of a recovery approach 
in every aspect of service delivery and the involvement of service users as partners in their own 
care and in the development of the service.  

With the direct connection between the Mental Health Act and A Vision for Change, it 
makes sense that we finalise our work on the review of the Act before considering a review of 
Vision.   I expect that the review of the Act will be completed and presented to me in quarter 
two of this year.  In the interim, the HSE continues to implement A Vision for Change   with 
substantial additional funding provided in  2012 and 2013, and reports on this on a monthly 
basis, through the HSE National Service Plan. 

12/02/2013WRY04150Medical Card Eligibility

12/02/2013WRY04200625. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if persons with chronic asthma 
will be issued with a medical card on health grounds; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6597/13]

12/02/2013WRY04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on 
residency and means.  There are currently two categories of eligibility for all persons ordinar-
ily resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all others).Full 
eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits and is granted to persons who, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general practitioner, medical 
and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hardship.  There is no 
automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons with any specific illness.

There is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the 
income guidelines are exceeded.  The HSE set up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of 
applications for discretionary medical cards where there are difficult personal circumstances.

There is an emergency process for a person who is terminally ill, or in urgent need of 
medical attention and cannot afford to pay for it, that provides a card within 24 hours while the 
normal application process is completed.  Once a letter from the patient’s GP or consultant is 
received stating that the person is terminally ill and the required personal details are provided, 
an emergency card is issued to that person for a six-month period.
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12/02/2013WRY04350National Carers Strategy Status

12/02/2013WRY04400626. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if all contributors to the national 
carers’ strategy are listed in this document titled, “Submission to the National Carers’ Strategy 
Process”; if he will confirm whether the contributions centralised and collated; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6600/13]

12/02/2013WRY04500627. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if there was a blueprint that was 
followed when writing the national carers’ strategy; the policy reasons for determining the time 
period of the strategy until 2016; the way this compares with international standards; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6601/13]

12/02/2013WRY04600628. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the way the 
periodic review of the national carers’ strategy as outlined in the roadmap to implementation 
will be carried out; if he will provide details on the involvement of the various Government 
Departments; if a date been set for these periodic reviews; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6602/13]

12/02/2013WRY04700629. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
ongoing work / action plans / procedures being established to support the four national goals of 
the National Carers’ Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6603/13]

12/02/2013WRY04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 626 to 629, inclusive, together.

The National Carers’ Strategy, which was published in July 2012, is a cross-departmental 
strategy that sets the strategic direction for future policies, services and supports provided by 
Government Departments and agencies for carers.

The content of the Strategy was informed by a consultation exercise conducted in 2008 
and a consultation session with national organisations representing carers in 2012. It was also 
informed by a  review of carers’ strategies from other jurisdictions.

As the Deputy is aware, it sets out a Vision and an ambitious set of National Goals and 
Objectives to guide policy development and service delivery.  The Strategy also contains a 
Roadmap for Implementation, which outlines a suite of Actions and associated timelines and 
Departments with responsibility for the implementation of these Actions. 

Each Department has appointed a senior official to take responsibility for relevant actions 
and for the provision of up-dates to the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy. Each Department 
will also produce an annual report on progress, which will be published on its website. 

My Department has responsibility for overseeing implementation and a progress report on 
overall implementation will be produced on a periodic basis over the lifetime of the Strategy 
and presented to the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy.  

As implementation progresses, the Strategy will be reviewed on a periodic basis to consider 
whether adjustments or additional actions are appropriate

12/02/2013WRZ00150Tobacco Control Measures

12/02/2013WRZ00200630. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the date on which it is proposed 
to publish the tobacco policy review report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[6651/13]

12/02/2013WRZ00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Report of the Tobacco Policy Review 
Group is at an advanced stage of development.  Following consultation with other relevant 
Government Departments, it is my intention to bring the report to Government for approval to 
proceed with its publication and implementation.

12/02/2013WRZ00350Universal Health Insurance White Paper

12/02/2013WRZ00400631. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he expects to publish both 
the preliminary document and the white paper of universal health insurance; the consultation 
processes he has planned on both these documents; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [6653/13]

12/02/2013WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health 
service, supported by universal health insurance (UHI),  where access is based on need, not on 
income.  Under UHI, everyone will be insured and will have equal access to a standard package 
of primary and acute hospital services, including acute mental health services.  A new Insurance 
Fund will subsidise or pay insurance premiums for those who qualify for a subsidy. 

The Department is preparing a White Paper on Universal Health Insurance which will pro-
vide further detail on the UHI model for Ireland in addition to the estimated costs and financing 
mechanisms associated with the introduction of universal health insurance. The work involved 
is both complex and technical, necessitating significant research and financial modelling to 
support analysis and costing of different design options.  This, in turn, demands a wide-range 
of specialised expertise. The Department is engaged in a process to ensure the provision of this 
expertise to feed into work on the preparation of the White Paper during 2013.  The White Paper 
will be published as early as possible within the Government’s term of office.  

In advance of the White Paper, my Department has produced a Preliminary Paper on UHI, 
which I intend to publish shortly. 

The reform programme is a major undertaking that requires careful planning and sequenc-
ing over a number of years. The Programme for Government acknowledges that full implemen-
tation of UHI will take some time to achieve. Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform 
of the Health Service 2012-2015   highlights the importance of a step-by-step evidence-based 
approach to achieving an effective, equitable and efficient system and sets out key actions to 
systematically deliver on reform.  It is anticipated that by 2016 the necessary groundwork will 
be in place to enable us to phase in  implementation of UHI, as promised in the Programme for 
Government. 

It is my intention to consult widely on the reform implementation process, including the 
White Paper on Universal Health Insurance, when published. I have already commenced this 
process. For example, in the two weeks following the launch of Future Health,I met with some 
1,500 local clinical and administrative staff and management as well as regional health forums 
at fourteen different events across the four HSE regions.

12/02/2013WRZ00550Tobacco Control Measures

12/02/2013WRZ00600632. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
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with regard to the implementation of the tobacco products directive here; the steps he has put in 
place to date; the matters yet to be addressed; the timeframe in which he anticipates implemen-
tation being completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6672/13]

12/02/2013WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The 2001 Tobacco Products Directive con-
cerns the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco products in the EU.   Last December, 
following extensive consultation with stakeholders, including a public consultation, the Euro-
pean Commission published a proposal for a new EU Tobacco Products Directive, the ultimate 
purpose of which is to reduce the numbers of people smoking.  Areas covered by the new 
proposal include ingredients and emissions, labelling and packaging, traceability and security 
features, nicotine containing products and cross border distance sales of tobacco.  

The proposal is being discussed in the European Parliament and Council of Ministers and 
the Commission has expressed the hope that it will be adopted in 2014. The Commission pre-
sented the proposal and impact assessment at the first meeting of the Working Party on Public 
Health under the Irish Presidency on the 7th January 2013.  The first discussion of the proposal 
took place on the 21st January 2013.  I am fully supportive of the measures outlined in the pro-
posal.  My objective is to build consensus, facilitate agreement among the Member States and 
significantly progress the Commission’s proposal during Ireland’s Presidency.

12/02/2013WRZ00750Graduate Nursing Scheme Application Numbers

12/02/2013WRZ00800633. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the actual 
number of applicants on the graduate nursing scheme to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6676/13]

12/02/2013WRZ00900649. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the uptake on the proposed place-
ment scheme for graduate nurses and midwives; and the alternative plans in place [6754/13]

12/02/2013WRZ01000686. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter regarding the 
nursing graduate recruitment initiative (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7077/13]

12/02/2013WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 633, 649 
and 686 together.

This graduate employment initiative was introduced on the basis of a phased intake over 
several months, with potential for up to 1,000 graduates to be employed.

The number of applications processed as at 12 February 2013, is 84.  The HSE will continue 
to accept applications on an ongoing basis for 2012 graduates, and also those who graduated in 
2010 and 2011.   Further recruitment will continue during 2013. In particular, Phase 2, which 
will cover Mental Health, Intellectual Disability, Midwifery and Paediatrics, will launch in the 
coming days.  There will also be opportunities for those who graduate in 2013 to participate in 
due course.

The initiative will give nursing and midwifery graduates an employment opportunity and 
facilitate their professional development at a time when it is not possible to offer permanent 
posts given the requirement to reduce the numbers employed in the health sector.  They will 
be able to avail of a suite of educational programmes including intravenous canulation and 
training in anaphylaxis treatment. It has also been agreed that participants will be facilitated in 
obtaining a certificate in advanced healthcare skills to cover areas such as health assessment 
and pharmacology.
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12/02/2013WRZ01150Tobacco Control Measures

12/02/2013WRZ01200634. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify that the three 
weeks and one week timeframe set for the tobacco products directive which occurred over the 
Christmas period was an appropriate timeframe to allow for proper public consultation on this 
directive; if he will provide the results of these consultations with the total number of submis-
sions, if he will provide a breakdown of the number that were in favour and against this direc-
tive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6687/13]

12/02/2013WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On the 19th December, 2012 the European 
Commission published a proposal for a new EU Tobacco Products Directive, the ultimate pur-
pose of which is to reduce the numbers of people smoking.  The proposal is being discussed by 
the European Parliament and Council of Ministers and the Commission has expressed the hope 
that it will be adopted by the European Parliament and Council  in 2014.  The proposal was 
published following extensive consultation of stakeholders in an EU wide public consultation 
which generated 85,000 responses.  On publication of the proposal in December, my Depart-
ment held a public consultation by inviting submissions from interested parties.  The closing 
date for this consultation process was the 16th January, 2013.  

The Commission presented the proposal to all Member States at the first meeting of the 
Working Party on Public Health on 7th January 2013.  

The closing date for the Irish public consultation was set for 16th January to ensure that 
submissions were received prior to the Member States’ detailed consideration of the proposal at 
the meeting of the Working Party held on the 21st January 2013.  These meetings are on-going 
and will continue throughout the Irish Presidency.  My objective is to build consensus, facilitate 
agreement among the Member States and to significantly progress the proposal during Ireland’s 
Presidency.

My Department is currently analysing the submissions received following the public con-
sultation. 

12/02/2013WRZ01350Home Care Packages

12/02/2013WRZ01400635. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a home 
care package in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [6689/13]

12/02/2013WRZ01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRZ01550Care Services

12/02/2013WRZ01600636. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding long 
term care in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [6690/13]

12/02/2013WRZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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12/02/2013WRZ01750Graduate Nursing Scheme Issues

12/02/2013WRZ01800637. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the criteria 
used in the Health Service Executive West and in particular the regional maternity hospital, 
County Limerick, where student nurses after qualifying in 2012 were offered seven month con-
tracts on 100% salary ahead of qualified nurses who were placed higher on the national panel 
of April 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6703/13]

12/02/2013WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRAA00150Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRAA00200638. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for medical card. [6710/13]

12/02/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRAA00350Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRAA00400639. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [6711/13]

12/02/2013WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRAA00550Orthodontic Services Provision

12/02/2013WRAA00600640. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 648 of the 20 November 2012, if the independent review of orthodontic services commis-
sioned by the Health Service Executive has been finalised; if not when he expects same to be 
finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6719/13]

12/02/2013WRAA00700657. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when he expects to have 
the review into the provision of orthodontic services concluded; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6820/13]

12/02/2013WRAA00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 640 and 657 together.

The HSE review of orthodontic services is under way.  It is anticipated that a report for 
consideration by the HSE and the Department of Health will be ready by the end of the second 
quarter of 2013.

12/02/2013WRAA00850Hospital Facilities

12/02/2013WRAA00900641. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will open the new epilepsy 
monitoring unit at Cork University Hospital and the redeveloped unit at Beaumont Hospital, 
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Dublin, as a matter of urgency in view of the fact that they remain unopened despite the comple-
tion of the units in the autumn of 2012 at an estimated spend of €900,000; if he will take into 
consideration that there are currently no functioning EMUs anywhere in the State, a situation 
unacceptable to those living with epilepsy and that in the region of 260 people are now await-
ing monitoring, many to be assessed for potentially life-changing surgery; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6724/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01000658. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a date when the 
epilepsy monitoring unit at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, will be fully opened; if he will al-
locate all necessary staff to the unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6826/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01100694. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health his plans in regard to the open-
ing of the newly prepared epilepsy monitoring units at Cork University Hospital and Beaumont 
Hospital; if he will confirm that at present there is no functioning EMU in the State; if he will 
provide an exemption from generic substitution for anti-epileptic drugs in forthcoming legisla-
tion as recommended by advocates on behalf of epileptics; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7141/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01200705. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the Health Ser-
vice Executive to sanction all necessary recruitment of nurses, and EEG technologists to allow 
the epilepsy monitoring units in Cork and Beaumont hospitals to open without further delay. 
[7197/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01300712. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason people suffering 
from epilepsy are not having the systems put in place to take care of them in view of the fact 
that this is a very dangerous condition; if it has been highlighted in recent times as the systems 
in place are inadequate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7257/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 641, 658, 
694, 705 and 712 together.

The National Clinical Care Programme for Epilepsy is one of a number of National Clinical 
Care Programmes established by the HSE and now in various stages of development.  These 
Programmes have three main objectives – to improve the quality of care, to improve access and 
to improve cost-effectiveness.  Their primary aim is to modernise the way hospital services are 
provided across a wide range of clinical areas.  This is being done through standardising access 
to and delivery of high quality, safe and efficient hospital services and maximising linkages to 
primary care and other community services.  Cork and Beaumont are two of six regional centres 
which have been identified for the provision of specialist epilepsy services under the Clinical 
Care Programme for Epilepsy.  It is intended that services will be provided by a team of nurses 
and consultant neurologists working as a virtual national network supporting all acute and pri-
mary care locations.  Rapid Access Clinics (separate to the Epilepsy Monitoring Units) have 
been developed at four of centres so far and 10.5 (WTE) Advanced Nurse Practitioners have 
been recruited to lead these clinics, so that a total of 12 Advanced Nurse Practitioners are now 
in place across the four centres.   When the Epilepsy Monitoring Units in CUH and Beaumont 
are open, they will increase pre-surgical evaluation capacity.  Monitoring is required for the 
most vulnerable patients with the worst effects of epilepsy and their development is therefore a 
priority for the Programme.  Patients at these units will require 24/7 care.  The staffing require-
ments to enable the units to be safely opened have been identified.

With regard to recruitment, the Government has decided that the numbers employed across 
the public service must be reduced to meet its fiscal and budgetary targets.  The health sector 
must make its contribution to that reduction.  However, the HSE can make staff appointments 
once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the financial resources to do so.  
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I understand that the normal processes will apply to the HSE’s decisions regarding the recruit-
ment of the required staff in CUH and Beaumont.  With regard to Beaumont, the HSE has 
advised that Beaumont Hospital and the HSE are working jointly to fill the posts necessary to 
support service development.  I am advised that the staffing required for the unit includes five 
staff nurses, one consultant neurophysiologist and three technicians.  Of these, three staff nurse 
posts and one technician post remain to be recruited.  I am informed that this is being priori-
tised.  The recruitment of nursing personnel is a key element to facilitate phased opening of the 
unit as nursing staff come into post.  With regard to Cork, the HSE has advised that the Service 
Plan for 2013 for CUH is being drawn up currently and will be finalised in the coming weeks, 
and that the provision of additional staff for the Epilepsy Monitoring Unit is being considered 
as part of that process. 

With regard to the issue of exemption from generic substitution of anti-epileptic drugs, un-
der the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, the Irish Medicines Board has statu-
tory responsibility for establishing and publishing a List of Interchangeable Medicinal Prod-
ucts.  In making a decision to add a medicinal product to a group of interchangeable medicinal 
products or a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products, 
the board is obliged to have regard to the criteria set out in the Bill.  These criteria fully reflect 
the recommendations set out in the Joint Department of Health/HSE report “Proposed Model 
of Reference Pricing and Generic Substitution” (the Moran Report, 2010) regarding criteria for 
interchangeability.  To further enhance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, section 
13 of the Bill allows a prescriber to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable 
medicinal product should, for clinical reasons, not be substituted. I am satisfied that these provi-
sions address the concerns raised.  I met the Irish Epilepsy Association in January and explained 
this position.

12/02/2013WRAA01450Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRAA01500642. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a person (details supplied) suffering from multiple sclerosis, whose condition is deteriorat-
ing; if he will provide clarification on when this patient may expect an appointment to alleviate 
their pain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6732/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/02/2013WRAA01650Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRAA01700643. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 771 of 5 January 2013 the position regarding a full medical card in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6735/13]

12/02/2013WRAA01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRAA01850Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRAA01900644. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when Sligo Regional Hospital 
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will start accepting outpatient referrals for urology services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6737/13]

12/02/2013WRAA02000645. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the supports and assistance be-
ing given to Sligo Regional Hospital to manage the increasing referrals and the backlog for its 
urology services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6738/13]

12/02/2013WRAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 644 and 645 
together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

12/02/2013WRAA02150Child Care Services Provision

12/02/2013WRAA02200646. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if the Holy Angels Day Care Centre 
in Carlow be included in the Health Service Executive Service Plan 2013. [6751/13]

12/02/2013WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRAA02350Hospital Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRAA02400647. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the total number of agency staff em-
ployed in acute public hospitals in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the cost of same. [6752/13]

12/02/2013WRAA02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The detailed information sought by the Depu-
ty in relation to agency staff is a matter for the HSE and, accordingly, the Deputy’s enquiry has 
been referred to the Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRBB00150HSE Agency Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRBB00200648. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the amount it will cost to transfer 
agency staff currently employed in acute hospitals to full time positions; and the savings if the 
same number of hours were paid to direct employees. [6753/13]

12/02/2013WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The detailed information sought by the Depu-
ty in relation to agency staff is a matter for the HSE and, accordingly, the Deputy’s enquiry has 
been referred to the Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 649 answered with Question No. 633.

12/02/2013WRBB00375Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRBB00400650. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) under medical grounds. [6765/13]

12/02/2013WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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12/02/2013WRBB00550Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRBB00600651. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be pro-
vided on discretionary grounds to a person (details attached) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6770/13]

12/02/2013WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRBB00750Medical Card Appeals

12/02/2013WRBB00800652. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application 
for a review of the decision to refuse their application for a medical card in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6771/13]

12/02/2013WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRBB00950Medical Card Appeals

12/02/2013WRBB01000653. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made on 
a medical card appeal in respect of a person (details provided) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6773/13]

12/02/2013WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRBB01150Hospital Procedures

12/02/2013WRBB01200654. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (detailed sup-
plied) in Dublin 11 will have to wait two years to see a neurologist in Beaumont Hospital, Dub-
lin, despite his experience of continuing unexplained seziures and MRI and EEG results which 
show an abnormality on the left side of his brain. [6805/13]

12/02/2013WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/02/2013WRBB01350Hospitals Expenditure

12/02/2013WRBB01400655. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason the budget for Mullin-
gar Regional Hospital, Mullingar, County Westmeath, has been cut by 2.5% considering that 
the hospital reduced its expenditure by 2% last year while increasing activity by 4% (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6806/13]

12/02/2013WRBB01500656. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if Mullingar Regional Hospital, 
County Westmeath, will receive any further allocation of funds this year under any other head-
ing such as case mix allocations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6807/13]
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12/02/2013WRBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 655 and 656 
together.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 657 answered with Question No. 640.

  Question No. 658 answered with Question No. 641.

12/02/2013WRBB01688HSE Expenditure

12/02/2013WRBB01700659. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will set out the projected 
cumulative monthly savings in respect of each of the savings measures outlined in part C of his 
Department’s chapter of the budget 2013 expenditure report 2013. [6839/13]

12/02/2013WRBB01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Developing appropriate budgets is an integral 
part of the regional plans, and it is intended to finalise these regional plans by the end of Febru-
ary.  The HSE is currently working closely with the Regional Directors and relevant programme 
directors to profile their budgets appropriately. It is not possible at this stage to provide details 
of how individual savings measures will be profiled across 2013, particularly in light of the fact 
that legislation is required for some of them.

Maximising the potential for pay savings under the Croke Park Agreement is also critical in 
achieving the savings target. The HSE’s National Service Plan includes €150m in unallocated 
pay savings which are not, as yet, reflected in the programme or regional budgets. These pay 
savings targets will be allocated when the terms of the expected agreement with public sector 
unions on an extension of the Public Service Agreement becomes known.  The talks process has 
progressed over the last 4 weeks, supported by the Labour Relations Commission. Achieving 
a successful outcome remains a significant challenge. All parties remain focused on seeking to 
conclude an agreement by the end of February.

12/02/2013WRBB01850Mental Health Services Provision

12/02/2013WRBB01900660. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will work in con-
junction with the Health Service Executive to ensure the implementation of the strong recom-
mendation of the jury in an inquest in Wexford (details supplied) that families of vulnerable 
patients be informed prior to release from any institution so they may put a support plan in 
place, as outlined by letter of 31 January 2013 from the Wexford County Coroner to the HSE 
director of mental health. [6849/13]

12/02/2013WRBB02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The active 
inclusion of family members in the treatment of patients with a mental illness is the preferred 
model of engagement and is encouraged where appropriate; however some service users do 
not welcome or consent to this approach and in a lot of routine situations it is not appropriate 
or necessary.  The issue of confidentiality is central to the doctor patient relationship and is a 
vital component in building trust.  Respecting the autonomy of the service user and meeting the 
information needs of family members is a central consideration in any mental health treatment 
plan.

Risk assessment always forms part of an intervention and where a risk of harm to self or oth-
ers including family is suspected, the Medical Council Code of Ethics allows doctors to breach 
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confidence in the interests of preventing harm.  The Mental Health Commission has also issued 
guidelines encouraging the involvement of family, where appropriate, in respect of admission 
to, treatment and discharge from Approved Centres.  Healthcare professionals accept and oper-
ate all these provisions.

In relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred it to the HSE for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRBB02050Mental Health Services Provision

12/02/2013WRBB02100661. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
patients and persons with an intellectual disability currently homeless or missing or without a 
service. [6854/13]

12/02/2013WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRBB02250HSE Funding

12/02/2013WRBB02300662. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
for the funding provided to the Louth-Meath hospital group for each of the past five years. 
[6885/13]

12/02/2013WRBB02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific information sought 
by the Deputy, as these are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRBB02450General Practitioner Training

12/02/2013WRBB02500663. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ner training places in 2011, 2012 and the number anticipated in 2013. [6894/13]

12/02/2013WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are 14 GP 
Specialist (Vocational) Training Programmes currently in operation in Ireland.  Doctors who 
wish to pursue GP training in Ireland may apply for a general practice training post in one of 
the 14 GP Training Programmes.  From 1 July 2010, the GP trainee intake increased from 120 
to 157 training places per year.  This will be maintained in 2013.

12/02/2013WRBB02650Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRBB02700664. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway will receive an appointment to see an orthopaedic surgeon in Gal-
way in view of the fact that they have been on a waiting list since 2010 and is suffering severe 
pain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6898/13]

12/02/2013WRBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the NTPF 
has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For the first time, clear and 
comprehensive data is available on www.ptr.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
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tals. In the first instance, this will allow the SDU and NTPF to target their resources towards 
those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  A maximum 
waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment by 30 
November 2013.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/02/2013WRBB02850Mental Health Services Provision

12/02/2013WRBB02900665. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adoles-
cents up to and including 17 years of age who were admitted to adult beds in 2012. [6907/13]

12/02/2013WRBB03000666. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of in-
patient beds available in the child and adolescent services of the 108 recommended in A Vision 
for Change. [6909/13]

12/02/2013WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 665 and 666 together.

Final data in relation to admissions of children and adolescents to adult Approved Centres 
in 2012 is not yet available. However, provisional data from the Mental Health Commission 
indicates that it is in receipt of notifications of 106 admissions of 93 individual children to adult 
units in 2012.

A Vision for Change   recommends the provision of 80 child and adolescent in-patient beds. 
There are currently 44 child and adolescent psychiatric in-patient beds nationally (12 in Dublin, 
12 in Cork and 20 in Galway).    An additional 22 beds are scheduled to come on stream in 2013 
(8 in Cork and 14 in Dublin), thus giving a projected Child and Adolescent capacity of 66 beds 
by the end of 2013.  Planning permission has been granted to construct a 24 bed in-patient facil-
ity at Cherry Orchard, Dublin.  This is expected to be completed by end 2013 / early 2014, with 
an expected opening date of 2015, and which would incorporate some existing beds to increase 
capacity overall to 76 beds.

The increase in bed capacity reflects an almost 50% decrease in admissions of children to 
adult units since 2008, from 247 in 2008 to 132 in 2011.

12/02/2013WRBB03150Departmental Staff Grades

12/02/2013WRBB03200667. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
organisational structure of his Department; if he will provide a breakdown of the number of 
staff and their grades in each division by section and unit;; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6929/13]

12/02/2013WRBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Due to the current ongoing significant re-
form agenda in the health services generally, and the reduction in numbers in the public service 
resulting from the Employment Control Framework the organisational structure of the Depart-
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ment and the number of staff and their grades by division is subject to ongoing change.

The position in relation to WTE’s by grade at the end of January 2013 was as follows:

Department of Health - January 2013 (WTE)

- Grand 
Total

MAC PO AP HEO AO EO SO CO Others

Total 
Depart-
ment 
& 
Offices

358.49 8.00 25.30 74.90 74.13 9.30 53.33 7.53 61.93 44.07

Ministe-
rial 
Offices 
& 
MAC 
Support

38.47 1.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 0.00 8.80 1.00 12.00 13.67

Private 
& 
Uni-
versal 
Health 
Ins., 
Money 
Folows 
the 
Patient, 
Pro-
gramme 
Manage-
ment 
Office

26.60 1.00 3.00 9.80 3.60 1.80 2.60 0.00 3.80 1.00

Acute 
Hos-
pitals, 
Cancer, 
Blood 
& 
Organs 
Policy

20.30 0.00 2.00 5.60 3.60 1.50 4.60 0.00 2.00 1.00

CMO’s 
Office, 
Patient 
Safety, 
Health 
Protec-
tion 
& 
Promo-
tion, 
Food 
Safety, 
Tobacco 
Control 
& Bio-
ethics

46.33 1.00 2.00 10.00 11.90 0.00 2.80 1.53 7.70 9.40
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Finance, 
Infor-
mation, 
Capital 
EU/
Int & 
Research 
Policy, 
External 
& 
Internal
  ICT

52.60 1.00 4.00 8.80 12.20 3.00 10.80 0.00 8.80 4.00

National 
HR, 
Prof. 
Regula-
tion, 
Work-
force 
Plan-
ning, 
Agency 
Gover-
nance 
& 
Clinical 
Indem-
nity

29.00 1.00 2.30 9.40 9.20 0.00 4.60 0.00 2.50 0.00

Social 
Care

41.43 1.00 5.00 12.00 11.10 2.00 3.33 3.00 4.00 0.00

HR, 
Cor-
porate, 
Parlia-
mentary 
& Legal 
Support

66.86 1.00 3.00 8.80 9.73 1.00 11.80 2.00 17.53 12.00

Primary 
Care, 
Medi-
cines, 
Con-
trolled 
Drugs & 
Phar-
macy 
Unit, 
Eligib-
ility, 
Drug 
Policy 
& Pro-
grammes

36.90 1.00 4.00 10.50 10.80 0.00 4.00 0.00 3.60 3.00

12/02/2013WRBB03350Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRBB03400668. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6933/13]
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12/02/2013WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRBB03550Hospital Procedures

12/02/2013WRBB03600669. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hip 
replacement operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [6934/13]

12/02/2013WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  I have been advised by the HSE that each 
consultant prioritises patients on the basis of information provided by general practitioners.  
Accordingly, patients should contact their GP in the first instance to discuss their request an 
earlier appointment date.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRBB03750Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

12/02/2013WRBB03800670. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on the fair deal 
scheme (details supplied). [6935/13]

12/02/2013WRBB03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme is operated by the Health Service Executive. There are 18 Nursing 
Homes Support Offices nationally which are available to answer questions about the Scheme 
and to assist with the application process. The relevant Nursing Homes Support Office for the 
individual referred to by the Deputy is based in Naas. The phone number for the office is 045-
880400.

12/02/2013WRCC00150Health Services Issues

12/02/2013WRCC00200671. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Health 
Service Executive to restore therapies to a child (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6943/13]

12/02/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRCC00350Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRCC00400672. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cataract 
surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6945/13]

12/02/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should the patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best 
position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
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referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRCC00550Garda Vetting Applications

12/02/2013WRCC00600673. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the efforts he has made 
and will make to ensure prompt processing of Garda vetting applications, with particular refer-
ence to those of potential staff members of healthcare facilities; if he will detail the contact he 
has had with the Department for Justice and Equality in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6948/13]

12/02/2013WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Garda vetting of relevant health service staff 
has my full support.  While Garda vetting is a matter for employers in the first instance, I am not 
aware of excessive delays in relation to the vetting of potential staff members. 

It is the case that the vetting of potential staff can extend the duration of the appointment 
process, particularly at times when a significant volume of clearances may be required.  I am 
of the view, however, that it is essential that the vetting process is not compromised.  Officials 
in my Department had contact with officials of the Department of Justice and Equality last year 
in relation to the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012.  This, 
however, was not connected to the issue raised by the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRCC00750Mental Health Services Report

12/02/2013WRCC00800674. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of the 39 child and 
adolescent mental health services accepting referrals of all young people up to and including 17 
years of age as recommended in A Vision for Change. [6950/13]

12/02/2013WRCC00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) was traditionally provided to children aged 0 - 15 
years, and care and treatment of 16 and 17 year olds was the responsibility of adult services.  
However, A Vision for Change recommended that CAMHS should be provided for all up to the 
age of 18 years.  The implementation of A Vision for Change is a work in progress, and transi-
tional arrangements apply as CAMHS is expanded to facilitate the provision of services to 16 
and 17 year olds. 

Last year, the HSE finalised “Access Protocols for 16 and 17 year olds to Mental Health 
Services” which came into effect from 1st January this year.  In an effort to ensure that children 
are treated in an age appropriate manner, the new protocol provides that from 1st January 2013, 
CAMHS will accept referrals of all new cases of children up to their 17th birthday, and from 
1st January 2014, the service will accept referrals of all new cases of children up to their 18th 
birthday.  

The fourth Annual Report on CAMHS, published by the HSE in December 2012, provides 
a detailed picture of the current stage of development of HSE Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services.  Progress in a number of key areas includes a 10% increase in the number of 
new cases seen by CAMHS for the period October 2011 – September 2012,  and a continued 
reduction in the number of children and adolescents admitted to adult units.

As the issue raised by the Deputy relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply in respect of the detailed information sought.  
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12/02/2013WRCC00950Vaccine Damage Compensation Scheme

12/02/2013WRCC01000675. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a vac-
cine damage compensation scheme in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7001/13]

12/02/2013WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The issues contained in the Report of the Vac-
cine Damage Steering Group are complex.  They need to be considered in the wider context of 
how best to address the long term health and social needs of people who may have experienced 
adverse outcomes from all healthcare interventions.

12/02/2013WRCC01150Ambulance Service Provision

12/02/2013WRCC01200676. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will provide all 
details of cuts and changes to ambulance services across the country since his appointment, 
including the rationale for the areas chosen for implementing changes or cuts; the planned sav-
ings to his Department of these changes; the actual savings to his Department; and the result-
ing changes in the response time to ECHO and DELTA calls that resulted from these changes. 
[7002/13]

12/02/2013WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Ambulance Service (NAS) 
is not a static service.  It deploys its resources in a dynamic manner and works on a regional and 
national, not a local, basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources ensures that the 
nearest appropriate resource is mobilised to the location of any incident.  In this context, any 
removal of overtime inefficiencies will be addressed through more efficient deployment and 
utilisation of resources.

The Deputy may be aware that, following a referral to the Labour Court under the Public 
Service Agreement, the NAS is progressing a number of efficiencies arising from the Court’s 
decision.  These operational efficiencies include the removal of on-call arrangements in ros-
ters, where ambulance staff are not actually on duty in ambulance stations or vehicle but must 
be summoned for a 999 call.  This means that it could take over 20 minutes for an emergency 
ambulance to leave its station after the crew has been tasked.  All parties accept that, in ac-
cordance with a Labour Court recommendation, providing ambulance services under on-call 
arrangements should cease.   As the Deputy’s query relates to operational matters for the Health 
Service Executive, this question has been forwarded to the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRCC01350Ambulance Service Provision

12/02/2013WRCC01400677. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
there is no ambulance service in north Kildare between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. on a Thursday since 
September 2012, if ECHO and DELTA calls on Thursdays in this area are being responded 
to in the Health Information and Quality Authority recommended timeframe of 19 minutes. 
[7003/13]

12/02/2013WRCC01500678. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the rationale for cutting 
the north Kildare ambulance service on Thursdays between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.; and if there is 
any other ambulance area in the country with a population of 100,000 that has a 12 hour period 
on a weekly basis in which there is no ambulance service. [7004/13]

12/02/2013WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 677 and 678 
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together.

The National Ambulance Service is not a static service.  The NAS deploys its emergency 
resources in a dynamic manner and works on an area and national, rather than a local, basis.  
The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources ensures that the nearest appropriate resource 
within a region is mobilised to the an incident. 

For dynamic deployment of emergency resources within a region to be effective, those 
resources must be available to be used as efficiently as possible.  Following a referral to the 
Labour Court under the Public Service Agreement, the NAS is currently progressing a num-
ber of efficiencies arising from the Court’s ruling, including more efficient rostering and the 
removal of overtime built in to rosters.  New rosters are now in place, including in the greater 
Dublin area, and are operating successfully.  The Health Information and Quality Authority 
(HIQA) has developed key performance indicators (KPIs) for pre-hospital emergency care, 
which classify 999 emergency calls by clinical status.  Clinical Status 1 (Echo) calls involve 
life-threatening emergencies of cardiac or respiratory origin, while Clinical Status 1 (Delta) 
calls involve life-threatening emergencies other than cardiac or respiratory.  The target times 
for responding to Echo and Delta calls are 7 minutes 59 seconds by a first responder (a person 
trained in minimum basic life support and use of a defibrillator) and 18 minutes 59 seconds for 
a patient-carrying vehicle.  With effect from January 2012, HIQA set the standard at 75% within 
the target time for first responders and a target has been set at 80% within the target time for 
patient-carrying vehicles.

The NAS has been taking a number of steps to improve emergency responses.  These in-
clude development of a Performance Improvement Action Plan, an Intermediate Care Service, 
the national control centre reconfiguration project and a trial emergency aeromedical service. 

In light of the above, and following a review of the validity of time-based KPIs, it is con-
sidered, in line with international views, that clinical outcomes would be more appropriate as 
performance indicators.  Accordingly, work has begun on their development.I also welcome the 
fact that use of clinical indicators will enable a focus on Clinical Status 1 (Echo and Delta) calls. 

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, they 
have been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRCC01650Patient Deaths

12/02/2013WRCC01700679. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a break-
down of the investigations that are taking place into the death of a person (details supplied); 
the timeline for the publication of these reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7006/13]

12/02/2013WRCC01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The investigations currently underway in 
relation to the case referenced by the Deputy are those of the Health Service Executive (HSE), 
Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) and the Coroner’s Office.

The HSE’s investigation team continues to work to complete its investigation in the shortest 
timeframe possible to achieve the objectives of the investigation.  It is the intention of the HSE 
to publish the final report of the investigation.

  The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is currently conducting an inves-
tigation into the safety, quality and standards of services provided by the HSE to patients, 
including pregnant women, at risk of clinical deterioration, including those provided in Uni-
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versity College Hospital Galway (UCHG) and as reflected in, among other things, the care and 
treatment provided to Savita Halappanavar.  As with all previous investigations conducted by 
the Authority, as the independent regulator of health and social care services, the Authority will 
carry out the investigation in line with published terms of reference.

The Authority will prepare a report of the findings of the investigation and make local and 
national recommendations as to the safety, quality and standards of services provided by the 
HSE, to the extent that the Authority considers appropriate.  The report will then be submitted 
to the Board of the Authority for approval before publishing it a time the Authority deems ap-
propriate.

The Coroner’s Office held a preliminary inquest hearing on 18th January last and  is sched-
uled to commence its full inquest during April.  The inquest is held under the Coroner’s Acts 
and my Department has no involvement in this independent process thus I am not in a position 
to advise or comment on the structure or duration of that process.

12/02/2013WRCC01850Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

12/02/2013WRCC01900680. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a fair deal payment will be 
approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7007/13]

12/02/2013WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRCC02050Local Drugs Task Forces Issues

12/02/2013WRCC02100681. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health when he will be in a position to 
appoint a coordinator for the Dublin north east drugs task force. [7011/13]

12/02/2013WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Deputy will 
be aware that Drugs Task Force coordinators are, in the main, employed by the HSE and the 
position is therefore subject to the recruitment moratorium.  I understand that the HSE recently 
sought expressions of interest from staff for the position but no applications were received.  
Other potential avenues are now being explored by the HSE with a view to filling the vacancy 
as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRCC02250Hospital Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRCC02300682. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health his views on Ireland’s obligation 
to implement the European working time directive on legal working hours for the medical pro-
fession; if he will provide a commitment to fulfil the State’s obligations in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7031/13]

12/02/2013WRCC02400693. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce the Euro-
pean working time directive on legal working hours for the medical profession with particular 
reference to non-consultant hospital doctors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7137/13]

12/02/2013WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 682 and 693 
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together.

The Government is committed to achieving compliance with the European Working Time 
Directive in respect of non-consultant hospital doctors (NCHDs) by 2014.  I have emphasised 
to the Health Service Executive the high priority the Government and I attach to this issue.

In January 2012, a detailed plan for the achievement of compliance by NCHDs with the 
Working Time Directive was submitted to the EU Commission.  The plan affirmed Ireland’s 
commitment to achieving compliance with the Directive over a three-year time period.  It com-
mitted to implementing the measures necessary, including new work patterns for medical staff, 
transfer of work undertaken by NCHDs to other grades and the organisation of hospital services 
to support compliance. 

The HSE National Service Plan 2013 states that there will be a particular focus in the acute 
hospital service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working Time Directive 
amongst the non-consultant hospital doctor workforce.  The Executive is currently finalising 
its National Operational Plan to support the implementation of the National Service Plan.  This 
will specify in greater detail the actions to be taken in relation to EWTD compliance. 

12/02/2013WRCC02550Medical Card Eligibility

12/02/2013WRCC02600683. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health his plans for wide dissemination 
to all relevant parties of information about the facility by which people with a terminal diagno-
sis may be given a medical card immediately the terminal diagnosis is verified by a registered 
medical practitioner regardless of patient means in view of recent press reports which suggest 
that some patients and their medical and social care teams may not be aware of this facility; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7040/13]

12/02/2013WRCC02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRCC02750Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRCC02800684. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date 
in determination of a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7051/13]

12/02/2013WRCC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRCC02950Medical Card Appeals

12/02/2013WRCC03000685. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date 
in respect of an appeal for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7058/13]

12/02/2013WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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Question No. 686 answered with Question No. 633.

12/02/2013WRCC03250Medicinal Products Expenditure

12/02/2013WRCC03300687. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will grant an exemption 
from generic substitution for anti-epileptic drugs in the upcoming Health Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods Bill (details supplied); if he will take into consideration that an exclusion 
for AEDs is supported by the entire epilepsy community and the health care professionals who 
treat and care for people with epilepsy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7085/13]

12/02/2013WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, the Irish Medicines Board has statutory responsi-
bility for establishing and publishing a List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products.  

In deciding whether to add a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchangeable 
Medicinal Products, the Board must be satisfied that each medicinal product which falls within 
the group:

(a) has the same qualitative and quantitative composition in each of its active substances as 
each of the other medicinal products which fall within the group; 

(b) is in the same pharmaceutical form as, or in a pharmaceutical form that is appropriate for 
substitution for, each of the other products in the group; and

(c) has the same route of administration as each of the other medicinal products which fall 
within the group. 

In addition, the Bill provides that the Board is not permitted to add a group of medicinal 
products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products where:

there is a difference in bioavailability between the medicinal products and the interchange-
able medicinal products which currently fall within the group of interchangeable medicinal 
products which may lead to a clinically significant difference in efficacy between them, and 

any of the medicinal  products cannot be safely substituted for any one or more of the other 
medicinal products in the group. 

I would like to emphasise that in making a decision to add a medicinal product to a group of 
interchangeable medicinal products or a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchange-
able Medicinal Products the Board is obliged to have regard to the criteria as set out in the 
Bill and that these criteria fully reflect the recommendations set out in the Joint Department of 
Health/HSE report ‘Proposed Model of Reference Pricing and Generic Substitution’ (the Moran 
Report, 2010) regarding criteria for interchangeability.     

To further enhance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 13 of the Bill al-
lows a prescriber to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable medicinal product 
should, for clinical reasons, not be substituted.

I am satisfied that these provisions address the concerns raised by the Deputy.  I met with 
the Irish Epilepsy Association in January and explained this position.

It is also important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly the same standards 
of quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. All of the generic 
medicines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet the requirements of 
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the Irish Medicines Board.

12/02/2013WRCC03450Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

12/02/2013WRCC03500688. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a suitable wheelchair 
will be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [7100/13]

12/02/2013WRCC03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRCC03650Medicinal Products Expenditure

12/02/2013WRCC03700689. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will grant approval for Amp-
ligen, a drug which helps people with Myalgic Encephalomyelitis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7111/13]

12/02/2013WRCC03800692. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he has made any representations 
to the US Food and Drug Administration with regard to approving the drug ampligen for all 
M.E. patients here [7134/13]

12/02/2013WRCC03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 689 and 692 together.

Before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market the manufacturer has to seek an authori-
sation from the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) or in the case of certain medicinal products, the 
European Medicines agency (EMA).  In the case of Ampligen, because of the biotechnology 
nature of the active substance involved, any application for Ampligen to be made available to 
European patients has to be made to the EMA.  I have no information on whether or not such 
an application has been received by the EMA. 

The current position therefore is that Ampligen has not been authorised to be placed on the 
market in Europe.  The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is the regulatory authority for 
medicines in the US.  The FDA has refused an application to make this product available in the 
US citing safety and efficacy concerns.

The FDA operates outside of this jurisdiction and it would not be appropriate for me to 
make representations to the FDA on the manner in which it regulates medicinal products for 
American patients.

12/02/2013WRCC03950Ambulance Service Provision

12/02/2013WRCC04000690. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure an area (details 
supplied) in County Kerry is adequately served with an ambulance service; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7129/13]

12/02/2013WRCC04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is 
not a static service.  The Service deploys its resources in a dynamic manner and works on an 
area and national, rather than a local, basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources 
ensures that the nearest appropriate resource is mobilised to the location of any incident. 
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The NAS has been taking a number of steps to improve response times.  These include 
development of a Performance Improvement Action Plan, an Intermediate Care Service, the 
control centre reconfiguration project and a trial emergency aeromedical service.  Following a 
referral to the Labour Court under the Public Service Agreement, the HSE National ambulance 
Service is currently progressing a number of efficiencies arising from LCR 20313, including the 
issue of removal of overtime built in to rosters.  New rosters are now in place and are operating 
successfully.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it 
has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRCC04150Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

12/02/2013WRCC04200691. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will approve funding for 
a car harness for a child who suffers from angel man syndrome, ADHD and epilepsy (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7132/13]

12/02/2013WRCC04300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 692 answered with Question No. 689.

  Question No. 693 answered with Question No. 682.  

        Question No. 694 answered with Question No. 641.

12/02/2013WRDD00250Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

12/02/2013WRDD00300695. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if the drug Lidnocaine given to 
people with MS is being provided on a sufficiently regular basis to patients; and if there has 
been cuts to this in 2011, 2012 or planned for 2013. [7144/13]

12/02/2013WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Lidocaine products 
are included on the HSE List of Reimbursable Items as follows:

LIDOCAINE PRODUCTS HSE List of Reimbursable Items
LIDOCAINE Versatis Medicated Plasters 5% 30
LIDOCAINE, COMBINATIONS Instillagel 11 ml.
LIDOCAINE, COMBINATIONS Instillagel 6 ml.
METHYLPREDNISOLONE with LIDO-
CAINE 

Depo-Medrone c. Lidocaine Inj. 40 mg./ml. 
1 ml. 10

METHYLPREDNISOLONE with LIDO-
CAINE

Depo-Medrone c. Lidocaine Inj. 40 mg./ml. 
2 ml. 1

The HSE has confirmed that the Versatis 5% (Plaster) was added to the List of Reimburs-
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able Items in January 2011. There have been no further changes in the reimbursement status of 
Lidocaine products for 2011 and 2012, and no changes are planned for 2013.

12/02/2013WRDD00450Positive Ageing Strategy Publication

12/02/2013WRDD00500696. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the publication of 
the national positive ageing strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7157/13]

12/02/2013WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Pro-
gramme for Government has committed to completing and implementing the National Positive 
Ageing Strategy so that older people are recognised, supported and enabled to live independent 
full lives.

The Strategy will be a high level document outlining Ireland’s vision for ageing and older 
people and the national goals and objectives required to promote positive ageing.  It will be 
an over-arching cross-departmental policy that will be the blueprint for age related policy and 
service delivery across Government in the years ahead.

The Strategy is being developed within the constraints of the present fiscal situation.  The 
intention of the Strategy is not to propose new service developments. The strategy will set the 
strategic direction for Government policy on ageing by outlining the priority areas requiring 
action. It will be a matter for individual Departments/agencies to identify how best they respond 
to the challenges posed by an ageing population.

A considerable amount of preparatory work has already been completed and consultation 
with other Government Departments is ongoing. It is my intention that a draft of the Strategy 
will be brought to Government as soon as possible this year.

12/02/2013WRDD00650Hospital Accommodation Provision

12/02/2013WRDD00700697. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the level of 
prioritisation by the Health Service Executive capital steering committee of the new surgical 
and ED block development at Sligo Regional Hospital; if he will outline the time frame within 
which this critical infrastructure for the north west region will be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7164/13]

12/02/2013WRDD00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The method and timescale for the delivery 
of health care infrastructure is a dynamic process which is constantly evolving to take account 
of changing circumstances, including the feasibility of implementation.  There will always be 
more construction projects than can be funded by the Exchequer.  The Health Service Executive 
must prioritise infrastructure projects within its overall capital envelope taking into account its 
existing capital commitments and costs to completion over the period.

As the delivery of healthcare infrastructure is a service matter the Deputy’s question has 
been referred to the Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRDD00850Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRDD00900698. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an 
application for a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
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Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7166/13]

12/02/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRDD01050Medical Card Delays

12/02/2013WRDD01100699. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason for the undue delay in 
assessing a medical card application (details supplied) in County Cork that has been referred to 
medical assessors. [7167/13]

12/02/2013WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRDD01250Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRDD01300700. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a medical card 
application will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7171/13]

12/02/2013WRDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WRDD01450Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRDD01500701. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the reason a person 
(details supplied) was referred to Crumlin Hospital, Dublin, nine months ago and recently his 
parents received a letter informing them that the waiting list is so long that he will not be even 
put on it. [7174/13]

12/02/2013WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/02/2013WRDD01650Organ Donation

12/02/2013WRDD01700702. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health when he expects to introduce 
legislation to provide for an opt-out system of organ donation; if other incentives to donation 
are being considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7175/13]

12/02/2013WRDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Programme for Government envisages 
the introduction of an opt-out system of organ donation, with a view  to improving the availabil-
ity of organs for patients in need of transplantation.   This will of course require detailed consid-
eration and further consultation and I am developing proposals for Government on this matter.

In addition to consent systems, there is evidence from other countries that good co-ordi-
nation at hospital level and counselling arrangements for relatives are significant factors in 
achieving high organ donation rates.  In conjunction with the HSE’s National Organ Donation 
and Transplantation Office I am also examining what practices and organisational  changes 
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could further improve donation rates in this country. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that following discussions between my Department and 
the Road Safety Authority, the new Driving Licence Application Form contains a question ask-
ing applicants if they would like a code to be placed on their driving licence indicating their 
wish to become an organ donor.  Since the introduction of a new type of driving licence on 19 
January, the code that will appear on new driving licences issued to people who indicate that 
they wish to become an organ donor, is 115.  My Department has written to the National Or-
gan Donation and Transplantation Office and the Regional Directors of Operations in the HSE 
asking them to alert relevant hospital staff to this initiative and to the code which will appear 
on new driving licences of people who wish to donate.  My Department is also in discussion 
with the Department of Social Protection with a view to including a similar code on the Public 
Services Card.  

12/02/2013WRDD01850Community Care Issues

12/02/2013WRDD01900703. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an arrangement will be 
made to continue to facilitate a person (details supplied) in County Kildare at Maynooth day 
care centre and Moyglare nursing home, with particular reference to wheelchair friendly trans-
port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7181/13]

12/02/2013WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRDD02050Health Services Staff Issues

12/02/2013WRDD02100704. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if, in the context of the forth-
coming voluntary scheme as proposed for employees in the health service, he will outline the 
categories of such employees who will be permitted to participate in the said scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7186/13]

12/02/2013WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.   This policy requires 
that by the end of 2013, the health service achieves a workforce of 98,955 whole time equiva-
lents (WTEs).  While normal retirement and redeployment will achieve part of the required 
reduction, a targeted programme of voluntary redundancy in certain parts of the health service 
will also be introduced as a means of achieving the full reductions required.  The HSE has been 
asked to consider the most appropriate way of targeting this scheme in order to ensure that any 
impact on frontline service delivery is minimised.

It is not possible at this stage to say which categories of health care workers will be eligible 
to apply. 

  Question No. 705 answered with Question No. 641.



12 February 2013

367

12/02/2013WRDD02350Mental Health Services Provision

12/02/2013WRDD02400706. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to investigate the role 
played by consultant psychiatrists and medical staff in having people incarcerated into mental 
institutions for deviant behaviour in the 1950s and 1960s, when medically there was nothing 
wrong with them; the way redress and an apology can be delivered to these victims and their 
families. [7198/13]

12/02/2013WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I  have no 
plans to carry out an investigation along the lines suggested by the Deputy. The Involuntary 
admission of persons to a psychiatric hospital or unit in the 1950’s and 1960’s was governed by 
the 1945 Mental Treatment Act. The 1945 Act allowed for the admission and detention without 
their consent, of a person as a  ‘temporary patient’ or a ‘person of unsound mind’  following an 
application received and accompanied by a medical certificate, signed by a doctor and on foot 
of a reception order signed by a consultant psychiatrist. 

There were no provisions in the 1945 Act for an automatic right of appeal to an independent 
judicial body against a person’s involuntary detention in a psychiatric hospital. However, the 
Act did provide patients with the right to write a letter to the Minister for Health & Children, the 
Inspector of Mental Hospitals or the President of the High Court. It also required the Inspector 
of Mental Hospitals, in the course of his inspections, to visit any patient “the propriety of whose 
detention he had reason to doubt”.

The Mental Health 2001 Act significantly modernised procedures relating to involuntary 
admission by establishing for the first time independent Mental Health Tribunals which review, 
and affirm or revoke detention orders. Patients now have the right to be heard and to be legally 
represented at the Tribunal. 

The Mental Health Act 2001, is being reviewed at present in line with the commitment 
contained in the Programme for Government to review the Act “informed by human rights 
standards and in consultation with service users, carers and other stakeholders”  and the Gov-
ernment and I attach great importance to the review. A Steering Group established in 2011  to 
oversee the first part of the review published their Interim Report on 21 June 2012 and this is 
available on my Department’s website. In August last year, I announced the membership of an 
Expert Group to carry out the second and substantive phase of the review. The Expert Group is 
continuing its deliberations and is expected to produce its report in quarter 2 2013.   

12/02/2013WRDD02550HSE Funding

12/02/2013WRDD02600707. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service Ex-
ecutive did not fund Helping Hands Mediation Agency, as agreed, when it was re accredited last 
October; his plans he has to deal with this situation. [7199/13]

12/02/2013WRDD02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this a service matter I have requested the 
Health Service Executive to issue a reply directly to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRDD02750Medical Products

12/02/2013WRDD02800708. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will review a case re-
garding drug provision by the Health Service Executive (details supplied) [7227/13]
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12/02/2013WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of treatment in this case, therefore, the matter has been referred to 
the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRDD02950Mobility Allowance Appeals

12/02/2013WRDD03000709. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
behalf of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath in respect of their mobility allow-
ance, which was cut off in March 2012 without prior notification, or explanation, or consider-
ation that they have very limited mobility due to prosthetic limbs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7231/13]

12/02/2013WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WRDD03150Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRDD03200710. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a second shoulder opera-
tion will be arranged at Waterford Regional Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny. [7242/13]

12/02/2013WRDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

12/02/2013WRDD03350Medical Card Applications

12/02/2013WRDD03400711. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be ap-
proved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [7250/13]

12/02/2013WRDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Question No. 712 answered with Question No. 641.

12/02/2013WRDD03650Hospital Procedures

12/02/2013WRDD03700713. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on the availability 
of cochlear ear implants for both ears (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7263/13]
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12/02/2013WRDD03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Beaumont Hospital is the centre for deliver-
ing Ireland’s national cochlear implant programme with surgical provision for patients under 
six (6) years carried out in the Children’s University Hospital at Temple Street. Since the pro-
gramme commenced seventeen years ago, over 700 patients have received cochlear implants. 
I am advised that Beaumont Hospital carried out over ninety cochlear implants in 2012 and 
that over seven hundred patients are currently under the care of the hospital programme which 
provides rehabilitation and programming on a recurring basis.  I understand that Beaumont 
Hospital, HSE Management and the HSE’s Audiology Clinical Care Programme (ACCP)  have 
met recently to discuss a joint process to identify the options for developing and resourcing a 
programme of simultaneous cochlear implantation in children into the future.  An important ele-
ment of this will be the development of clear clinical criteria to prioritise clients for assessment 
and follow on implantation. In relation to the specific patient queries raised by the Deputy, as 
these are service issues they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  

12/02/2013WRDD03850Mental Health Services Funding

12/02/2013WRDD03900714. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the total funding allocated in each of 
the past five years in each specific health area for programmes (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7266/13]

12/02/2013WRDD04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Details of the 
overall gross non-capital mental health budget are published annually in the Revised Book of 
Estimates.  Based on that information, the table details the mental health budget for each of the 
years 2008 - 2012 inclusive:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
€m €m €m €m €m
€1,043 €1,006 €963,324 €712,000 €711,000

The estimated provision for mental health in 2013 is €733 million.  About 1 in 4 people will 
experience some mental health problems in their lifetime, approximately 90% of mental health 
problems are dealt with in primary care and some 30% of people who attend primary care have 
a mental health problem and expenditure on these services is not captured in the mental health 
budgets detailed above. 

Funding for suicide prevention is provided to the National Office for Suicide Prevention by 
the HSE from its overall budget for mental health.  Funding provided in the years 2008 to 2012 
is as follows:  

Year Funding
- €m
2008 4.5
2009 4.3
2010 3.7
2011 4.1
2012 7.1

The provision to the National Office for 2013 is €8.1m.  A further €5 million is available 
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regionally within the HSE to fund Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention, Self-Harm Liaison 
Nurses in Hospital Emergency Departments and local suicide prevention initiatives.  

In relation to the specific question on funding for Advocacy and support groups in the men-
tal health and suicide areas, as this is a service matter, it has been referred  to the HSE for direct 
reply.

12/02/2013WRDD04050Hospital Waiting Lists

12/02/2013WRDD04100715. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when a hospital appointment will 
be made in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7275/13]

12/02/2013WRDD04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the NTPF 
has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For the first time, clear and 
comprehensive data is available on www.ptr.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow the SDU and NTPF to target their resources towards 
those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  A maximum 
waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment by 30 
November 2013.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

12/02/2013WRDD04250General Practitioner Services

12/02/2013WRDD04300716. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if it is order for general practi-
tioners to charge medical card holders for Warfarin readings; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7277/13]

12/02/2013WRDD04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The current Gen-
eral Medical Services (GMS) General Practitioner (GP) Capitation Contract was introduced in 
1989 and is based on a diagnosis and treatment model.  Section 11 of the current contract states 
as follows:
  “The medical practitioner shall provide for eligible persons, on behalf of the relevant Health Board, all proper and necessary treatment of a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess. This will include such preventive and developmental services as are currently provided or may be developed in the new style of practice which this agreement facilitates, some of which services may be included on the list of special items of service for which specific payments shall be made.”

  The monitoring and appropriate care of patients receiving anti-coagulation therapy with 
Warfarin comes within the scope of competence of general practice.  Warfarin testing is also 
available free of charge in hospitals.

Warfarin testing is carried out by some general practitioners as a matter of course in their 
practices and I welcome this.  This provides their patients with an option of receiving this ser-
vice locally in a primary care setting rather than attending an acute hospital for this service.

The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a new GMS GP contract 
with an increased emphasis on the management of chronic conditions, such as diabetes and 
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cardiovascular conditions.  It is envisaged that the new contract, when finalised, will focus on 
prevention and will include a requirement for GPs to provide care as part of integrated multi-
disciplinary Primary Care Teams. 

Officials in my Department are in consultation with the HSE with a view to drawing up 
a new contract.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to anti-coagulation therapy will be 
considered as part of the new contract. 

12/02/2013WREE00150Suicide Prevention

12/02/2013WREE00200717. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
number of agencies that are working in the area of suicide prevention and or awareness here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7284/13]

12/02/2013WREE00300719. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the number of agen-
cies working in the area of suicide prevention and-or awareness that are in receipt of Exchequer 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7286/13]

12/02/2013WREE00400723. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if the existence of 
hundreds of suicide related organisations is a reflection of the lack of the implementation of a 
comprehensive, national prevention programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7290/13]

12/02/2013WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 717, 719 and 723 together.

The increasing number of deaths by suicide is of great concern to this Government.  There 
is not a community in Ireland that has not been affected by suicide.  We know that reducing sui-
cide rates requires a collective, concerted effort and most importantly a collaborative approach.  
The National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) was established by the HSE in 2005 to 
oversee the implementation of Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on Suicide Preven-
tion 2005 – 2014.   Reach Out is a comprehensive and integrated approach to reducing the loss 
and suffering from suicide and suicidal behaviours.  It encompasses the promotion, coordina-
tion, and support of activities to be implemented at national, regional and community levels.

Currently there are many organisations working in the area of mental health promotion 
and suicide prevention.  Many communities affected by suicide have responded by trying  to 
find ways of coping with it and preventing it.  Ordinary people  concerned about suicide and 
people directly affected by suicide have come together with the common goal of dealing with 
the challenge of suicide and strengthening the community after a suicide has happened.  Suicide 
prevention is about promoting positive mental health and supporting people to learn a range of 
positive coping strategies so that they can better deal with difficulties in their lives.  To assist 
communities, the HSE last year published Suicide Prevention in the Community - A Practical 
Guide, which aims to provide information to help make communities safer from suicide.

The NOSP funds a range of agencies providing prevention, intervention, postvention and 
research services across the voluntary and statutory sector.  It  currently funds 26 agencies with 
over 40 programmes.  Projects funded in 2012 include: BelongTo, Bodywhys, Console, Samar-
itans, National Suicide Research Foundation, Spunout, Teenline, Young Social Innovators,  etc.  
In 2013, there will be further investment in a range of existing and new initiatives.  The NOSP 
publishes an Annual Report, which is laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas, that details its 
work programme and expenditure for the year.  The latest report published is for 2011.
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Irrespective of the number of agencies working in this area, it is vital that we ensure that this 
work is connected/interlinked and avoids duplication, is evidence and needs based and offers 
value for money.  In order to get maximum benefit from the investment in suicide prevention 
and ensure a coordinated response to the needs of those at risk of or affected by suicide, the 
NOSP will continue to coordinate  the work of the many different voluntary, statutory and non-
statutory organisations working in this area.  By promoting cross-organisational collaboration, 
the development of networks and partnerships, skills sharing and service development, the 
NOSP hopes to maximise the impact of a suicide prevention and support network in Ireland, to 
ensure it reaches and responds effectively to people who are vulnerable.  The NOSP is currently 
working to integrate current programmes so as to reduce duplication within the sector, and pro-
vide a strategic framework for the coordination of the extensive range of actions in this area.

12/02/2013WREE00550Suicide Bereavement Support

12/02/2013WREE00600718. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
number of agencies that are working in the area of suicide bereavement care here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7285/13]

12/02/2013WREE00700720. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the number of agen-
cies working in the area of suicide bereavement care which are in receipt of Exchequer funding; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7287/13]

12/02/2013WREE00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 718 and 720 together.

Bereavement support for families and communities is critically important in the aftermath 
of a death by suicide.  The aim of bereavement support is to support those immediately affected 
by the death, to allow them to express their grief and to prevent more suicides from happen-
ing in the same area.  A range of local and national services provide suicide bereavement sup-
port to families and communities.  The HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention provides 
funding to Console to deliver suicide bereavement support services across the country.  The 
organisation has six regional offices and has a dedicated helpline for individuals bereaved by 
suicide.  The National Office also provides funding to Counselling, Responding, Information & 
Bereavement Services in HSE South and to Mayo Suicide Liaison Project.

It is important that those providing bereavement support services follow evidence-based 
practice.  In this regard, the National Office for Suicide Prevention, Console and Turas le Cheile 
developed national quality standards for all levels of suicide bereavement support in Ireland.  
These standards provide a significant resource for those organisations providing support to in-
dividuals at a very vulnerable time in their lives.

  Question No. 719 answered with Question No. 717.

  Question No. 720 answered with Question No. 718.

12/02/2013WREE01050Suicide Prevention

12/02/2013WREE01100721. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in 
tabular format, the total sum that was spent by his Department each and every year since and 
including 2008 on suicide prevention and-or awareness; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7288/13]
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12/02/2013WREE01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Funding for 
suicide prevention is provided to the National Office for Suicide Prevention by the HSE from 
its overall budget for mental health.  Funding provided in the years 2008 to 2012 is as follows:

Year Funding
- €m
2008 4.5
2009 4.3
2010 3.7
2011 4.1
2012 7.1

In relation to 2012, I have asked the HSE for details of the actual spend on suicide preven-
tion and awareness and I will provide the Deputy with the information requested as soon as 
possible.

12/02/2013WREE01250Suicide Bereavement Support

12/02/2013WREE01300722. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, 
in tabular format, the total sum that was spent by his Department each and every year since 
and including 2008 on suicide bereavement care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7289/13]

12/02/2013WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 723 answered with Question No. 717.

12/02/2013WREE01550Suicide Prevention

12/02/2013WREE01600724. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the number of the 96 
actions in the ten year national strategy for action on suicide prevention, which is due to end in 
2014, that have been implemented as specified in the strategy document; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7291/13]

12/02/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) was established by the HSE in 2005 to oversee the imple-
mentation of Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention 2005 – 2014.  
Reach Out is a comprehensive and integrated approach to reducing the loss and suffering from 
suicide and suicidal behaviours.  It encompasses the promotion, coordination, and support of 
activities to be implemented at national, regional and community levels.

Since the launch of Reach Out and the establishment of the NOSP, there has been a signifi-
cant amount of cross-sectoral working which has resulted in considerable advances in suicide 
prevention.  The NOSP has implemented many of the action areas engaging a strategic ap-
proach in four key areas - delivering a general population approach to mental health promotion 
and suicide prevention; using targeted programmes for people at high risk of suicide; delivering 
services to individuals who have engaged in deliberate self harm and providing support to fami-
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lies and communities bereaved by suicide; and commissioning research into suicidal behaviour.  
Initiatives progressed to date include:

- Suicide awareness training programmes.

- The tough economic times programme.

- Mental Health awareness campaigns.

- Supporting voluntary organisations in their work on suicide prevention.

- Developing all-island cooperation in the areas of promoting positive mental health and 
tackling the issue of suicide.

- Funding a number of Suicide Community Assessment Nurses (SCAN) to work within 
primary care to provide an effective and coordinated response for people who are in distress.  

Each year the NOSP publishes an annual report which outlines the work that has been un-
dertaken under Reach Out.

In relation to the 26 Action Areas and the 96 Recommendations of the strategy work has 
commenced on each of these Recommendations.  Earlier this year, the NOSP established a 
Working Group comprising the statutory and voluntary sectors to review the current activities 
in the area of suicide prevention and to determine the priorities within this area to ensure that we 
maximise available resources.  The Group will also review current national and international 
evidence on effective approaches in suicide prevention and will consider how the emerging evi-
dence base can be used to inform the remaining period of the Reach Out strategy and influence 
new policy on suicide prevention beyond 2014.

12/02/2013WREE01750Mental Health Services Provision

12/02/2013WREE01800725. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if the promised €35 
million investment in mental health services was delivered on in 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7292/13]

12/02/2013WREE01900726. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the number of ad-
ditional staff appointed to mental health services due to increased investment in 2012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7293/13]

12/02/2013WREE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 725 and 726 together.

In 2012, a special allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily 
to further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental 
health services, to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision 
of psychological and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental 
health problems and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service users from institutional 
care to more independent living arrangements in their communities, in line with A Vision for 
Change.  

414 posts were approved to implement the €35m package of special measures.  As at 30 
January 2013, 204 posts have been filled (i.e. an employment contract has issued and is signed 
with a start date agreed) and the remainder are at various stages of selection.  The majority of 
these posts are expected to be filled by end March 2013.
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Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of this funding, but this sum 
is now available to mental health services along with an additional €35m and over 470 new 
posts allocated in Budget 2013 for the continued development of mental health services across 
a range of headings, including the further ongoing development of community services.  I have 
been assured by the HSE that the recruitment process for the new posts being funded in 2013 
will commence immediately and any outstanding posts from the 414 approved in 2012, will 
also be filled in the near future.

12/02/2013WREE02050Primary Care Centres Provision

12/02/2013WREE02100727. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health following the announcement 
on 17 July 2012 that a new primary health centre will be built in Dungloe, County Donegal, if 
he will provide a full update on the progress made to date on this announcement; and if he will 
consider investing this allocation to the health campus-facilities currently in Dungloe. [7365/13]

12/02/2013WREE02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Dungloe, Co Donegal is one of the 35 po-
tential locations for primary care centres for development by way of PPP as announced in the 
July 2012 Infrastructure Stimulus Package.  Of the 35, approximately 20 will be offered to the 
market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on active local GP involve-
ment in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.  The HSE is currently analysing the 
available sites in each location and engaging with the GPs in each location to determine their 
interest in participating in the primary care centre development.  While it is not possible, at 
this time, to give start and completion dates for any of the individual 20 potential locations, the 
best estimate is that these primary care centres will be completed by late 2016.  The estimated 
capital allocation of €115m indented for the PPP initiative and announced in July 2012 cannot 
be allocated to the HSE’s annual capital allocation, and therefore cannot be used for direct-build 
or to upgrade existing facilities.

12/02/2013WREE02250Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WREE02300728. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health the cost incurred by his Department 
for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7390/13]

12/02/2013WREE02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department does not undertake means 
testing of individual citizens.  Where such testing is necessary for the purposes of providing 
health and personal social services, it is undertaken by the Health Service Executive, accord-
ingly I have referred the matter to the Executive for Direct reply to the Deputy.

12/02/2013WREE02450Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WREE02500729. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated, with 
the subsequent outturn, for the implementation of Traveller health policy for 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012 and the allocation for 2013, with a calculation of any level of underspend. [7402/13]

12/02/2013WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): An amount of €10,546,230 was spent on 
Traveller health via Traveller Health Units during 2011.  This amount excludes the costs of 
core/mainstream services accessed by members of the Travelling community e.g. GP services, 
foster care etc.  Efforts have continued to ensure that funding for all vulnerable groups remains 
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protected as far as possible.

The specific information requested for each of the years in question is not readily available.  
However I have asked the Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will 
forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WREE02650Traveller Community Issues

12/02/2013WREE02700730. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the number of community 
health workers engaged to work with Travellers in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. [7403/13]

12/02/2013WREE02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Traveller Health Units (THUs) operate in 
each HSE area and work in partnership with local Traveller organisations.  Peer led healthcare 
projects known as Primary Healthcare Projects play an invaluable role.  They began in 1994 and 
now there are over 40 projects involving over 450 participants.  In addition the HSE’s National 
Traveller Health Advisory Forum (NTHAF) is a governance body comprising THUs and Trav-
eller representation as well as HSE personnel working together to address key priorities.  These 
structures are accountable to the National Social Inclusion Governance Group in the Health 
Service Executive.

The specific information on the number of community health workers engaged to work with 
Travellers in each of the years requested is not readily available.  However I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

12/02/2013WREE02850Local Authority Charges Application

12/02/2013WREE02900731. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is pos-
sible to apply council parking charges to existing out-of-town retail developments as proposed 
in the policy Smarter Travel, A Sustainable Transport Future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6930/13]

12/02/2013WREE03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The setting of parking charges on public roads and in local authority owned car parks is 
a matter for the relevant local authority and I have no function in this or the setting of parking 
charges in privately owned car parks.  Smarter Travel, A Sustainable Transport Future includes 
as a recommended action, the consideration of parking charges in shopping centres under the 
Planning Guidelines.  This recommendation was reflected in the Retail Planning Guidelines 
which were published by my colleague the Minister for Environment, Community and Local 
Government in 2012.  The relevant section sets out the role of planning authorities as follows: 
Section 5.2 ‘Planning Authorities may also wish to consider as part of an overall approach to 
supporting their city and town centres, related issues of, for example, tailoring the contribution 
scheme to encourage retail development into the appropriate locations, having compatible traf-
fic management and car parking measures to encourage city and town centre usage’.

12/02/2013WREE03050Sporting Organisations

12/02/2013WREE03100732. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the efforts to create a national tennis league; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6640/13]
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12/02/2013WREE03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Tennis Ireland is 
the National Governing Body for the sport of tennis in Ireland. I suggest that the organisers of 
the national tennis league contact Tennis Ireland if they require information or assistance on 
this matter.

12/02/2013WREE03250National Cycle Network

12/02/2013WREE03300733. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is 
in a position to provide further information on work on route alignment and design for a Dublin 
to County Galway cycle route; if further details of the proposed routes are available; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6654/13]

12/02/2013WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Planning for the proposed Dublin-Galway cycle route is currently being carried out 
by the National Roads Authority (NRA) and National Transport Authority (NTA).  The NTA is 
responsible for the provision of cycling infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area and is there-
fore proceeding with the planning of the Dublin City Centre to Maynooth section of the pro-
posed route.  The Grand Canal is the intended route for the cycle way from Dublin city-centre 
to Maynooth.  Preliminary design work on the route will be completed in 2013.  This will allow 
robust cost estimates to be developed.

Decisions on the statutory approval and construction timelines will be taken during 2013, 
dependent upon the progression of the design work and funding profiles.  The NRA is currently 
undertaking detailed route alignment and design work for the Maynooth-Galway section of the 
route, with a view to delivering the route in sections, as funding allows.  The Royal Canal tow 
path is the selected route for the section of the facility between Maynooth and Mullingar.  De-
sign of this section is currently underway and will be the subject of planning processes in Meath 
and Kildare this summer.  If successful, and if funding for construction is available, construc-
tion work on this section could commence in autumn 2013.

The section from the Meath/Westmeath county boundary to Mullingar is currently under 
construction.  Route selection has commenced on the section between Mullingar and Ball-
inasloe.  One option that is being examined is the use of the disused railway between Mullingar 
and Athlone.  Route selection west of Ballinasloe is at an early stage with constraints and op-
portunities being mapped.

12/02/2013WREE03450Regional Road Network

12/02/2013WREE03500734. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for the regional road network in County Meath in conjunction with Meath County Coun-
cil for the years 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6671/13]

12/02/2013WREE03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is a statutory function of each road authority in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  The carrying out of works 
on these roads is a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources 
supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be fund-
ed from these grants is also a matter for the local authority.  Meath County Council has been 
allocated over €10.6 million in regional and local road grants in 2013.  Details of these alloca-
tions are available in the Dáil Library.  Regional and local road grants are allocated on an annual 
basis and the 2014 allocations will be notified to local authorities early next year.
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12/02/2013WREE03650Roads Maintenance

12/02/2013WREE03700735. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details of the expenditure allocated to upgrading Blackhorse Avenue, Dublin, 
in 2013. [6681/13]

12/02/2013WREE03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.  
Copies of booklets detailing the road allocations in respect of national, regional and local roads 
for 2013 are available to Deputies in the Dail Library.

12/02/2013WREE03850Rail Network

12/02/2013WREE03900736. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
works on O’Reilly’s Bridge, over the railway line in Cabra, Dublin 7, will proceed as planned 
this year. [6682/13]

12/02/2013WREE04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  In the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), funding for the implementation and de-
velopment of public transport infrastructure projects, such as the development of the Maynooth 
line, is provided by my Department to the National Transport Authority (NTA) for allocation to 
projects and programmes.  Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

12/02/2013WREE04050Penalty Points System

12/02/2013WREE04100737. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will report on the recent new regulations which will allow insurance companies to access 
drivers’ penalty point information from the National Vehicle Driver File; his views that penalty 
points accruals are being comprehensively recorded and transferred to the NVDF; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6715/13]

12/02/2013WREE04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I signed a Com-
mencement Order on 21st December 2012 to commence Section 53(3) (c) of the Road Traffic 
Act 2010. That section of the Act places the supply of data on penalty points to the insurance 
industry on a legal footing.  The new measure will give insurance companies reliable and up-
to-date information from my Department’s National Vehicle Driver File (NVDF) on serious of-
fences which have incurred penalty points.  As the Deputy maybe aware, insurance companies 
already have access to the NVDF to verify the number of penalty points incurred by individual 
drivers.  Now, they will be able to determine whether an offence involved drink driving, speed-
ing, using a mobile phone, or any of the 13 specific categories of serious offence.

There are currently 2.67 million licensed drivers in Ireland of whom 487,000 have penalty 
points applied to their licence records.  The new system will be implemented across the mo-
tor insurance sector on a phased basis over the next few months.  The information will not be 
available to the general public and the arrangement is subject to strict data protection controls.  
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Penalty points data for endorsement on the NVDF as required by Section 2 of the Road Traffic 
Act 2002 derives from two sources An Garda Síochána and the Courts Service.  While it is a 
matter for both bodies to satisfy themselves that all the details necessary for the endorsement of 
penalty points on the NVDF are recorded by them prior to transfer, my Department is satisfied 
that where such details are transferred, the appropriate number of penalty points are endorsed 
on the NVDF.

12/02/2013WREE04250Road Tolls

12/02/2013WREE04300738. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of revenue generated for the Exchequer through the toll plazas in each of the past four years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6825/13]

12/02/2013WREE04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 
2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. In addition, the statutory power to 
levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private 
investors in respect of national roads is vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 
(as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads Act 2007). Noting the 
above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days

12/02/2013WREE04450The Gathering Events

12/02/2013WREE04500739. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if any 
comprehensive or economic impact assessment of 2012’s Emerald Isle Classic Notre Dame Vs 
Navy American Football game in the Aviva Stadium, Dublin, the kick-off event of The Gather-
ing, has been commissioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6837/13]

12/02/2013WREE04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten work-
ing days.

12/02/2013WRFF00150Smarter Transport

12/02/2013WRFF00200740. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update of progress made on projects which are being funded under the sustainable 
transport measures programme, including the allocated funding; the estimated completion date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6841/13]

12/02/2013WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department works with the NTA to improve smarter travel, with the NTA fund-
ing local authority schemes in the Greater Dublin Area and regional cities, while my Depart-
ment provides direct funding in the other counties and towns. In addition to NTA funding, we 
are investing €65 million in sustainable transport over the 5 year period 2012-2016, the ma-
jority of which will be invested in cities and towns around the country with funding allocated 
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under key programmes such as Smarter Travel Areas (€23 million), Active Travel Towns and 
the National Cycle Network delivery programme.   

Work within each of the three STAs of Limerick, Westport and Dungarvan commenced 
in 2012 and is due for completion in December 2016.  Funding to support implementation of 
walking and cycling strategies under the Active Travel Towns programme was allocated to 
12 towns in 2012.  Works are completed in  Loughrea and Ballina/Killaloe with a further ten  
projects due  for completion by the end of this year.  In addition a number of local authori-
ties  have now developed  walking and cycling strategies for their respective towns with a view 
to securing funding under a new competitive round of Active Travel Towns funding to be an-
nounced later this year.   

Furthermore 16 projects received funding allocations in 2012 of €7.2 millon specifically for 
cycling infrastructure under a programme to invest in the National Cycle Network.  7 of these 
projects are now completed -   the Ennistymon to Lahinch route in Clare, the  Donegal town 
to Newtowncunningham route in Donegal, the Killarney to Fossa route in Kerry, the Great 
Southern Trail Abbeyfeale to Kilmorna route in Limerick, the  N52  cycleway extension in 
Tipperary,  the Tullamore to Moate  route in Offaly/Westmeath and  the City Outer Ring Road 
to Tramore route  in Waterford.  A further 9 projects are scheduled for completion by the end 
of this year before which a new competitive round of funding under NCN will be announced.  
Details of all the projects funded are available on www.smartertravel.ie. 

In addition to investment in infrastructure my Department continues to fund programmes 
to support and promote smarter travel, including the annual Bike Week, the travel component 
of the Green Schools programme and the Smarter Travel Workplaces/Smarter Campuses initia-
tive.

12/02/2013WRFF00350Public Transport Initiatives

12/02/2013WRFF00400741. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline his plans to announce further funding for projects to improve road, bus cycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure in the greater Dublin area under the sustainable transport measures 
programme, similar to his announcement of 18 April 2012; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6842/13]

12/02/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 
2009, funding for delivery of public transport infrastructure, including funding for projects to 
improve road, bus, cycle and pedestrian infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) is a 
matter for the NTA. Under its Sustainable Transport Management Grants (STMG) the NTA also 
provides funding to local authorities for a range of schemes to benefit cyclists including cycle 
paths and cycle corridors. 

I have forwarded your request to the NTA for details of future funding proposals in the GDA 
and I have asked them to forward the information to you directly. If you have not received a 
response within 7 days please contact me again.

12/02/2013WRFF00525Departmental Bodies Expenditure

12/02/2013WRFF00600742. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the financial 
allocation to the National Road Safety Authority for 2013. [6891/13]
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12/02/2013WRFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety 
Authority has been provided with a current budget allocation of €8 million in 2013.

12/02/2013WRFF00750Rail Services

12/02/2013WRFF00800743. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he has taken to address under use of the rail service from Dublin to County Meath; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6932/13]

12/02/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

12/02/2013WRFF00950Tourism Promotion

12/02/2013WRFF01000744. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ini-
tiatives being undertaken by Fáilte Ireland to promote County Cork as a tourism destination; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7019/13]

12/02/2013WRFF01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

12/02/2013WRFF01150Public Transport Provision

12/02/2013WRFF01200745. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to roll out a scheme similar to the Leap card for public transport users in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7020/13]

12/02/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility 
to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing system in the 
Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became the function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
with effect from 30th September 2010 in accordance with section 58 of the Dublin Transport 
Authority (DTA) Act 2008. In addition, section 63 of the DTA Act 2008 extends the NTA’s re-
mit in relation to integrated ticketing to the rest of the State.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

12/02/2013WRFF01350Public Transport Provision

12/02/2013WRFF01400746. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will justify the practice of initially registering passenger transport coaches as private vehi-
cles prior to reclassification and subsequent registering and taxing as PSVs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7059/13]

12/02/2013WRFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The circumstances 
that give rise to the issue raised by the Deputy and the responsibility for them are unclear. My 
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office will correspond further with the Deputy when the position has been clarified.

12/02/2013WRFF01550Taxi Regulations

12/02/2013WRFF01600747. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding making exceptions on taxis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7080/13]

12/02/2013WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry, including issues pertaining to vehicle age limit, is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003. The 
NTA is the lead agency with responsibility for implementation of the recommendations of the 
Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011. 

The NTA carried out a consultation on vehicle standards as part of the Taxi Regulation Re-
view in 2011 which recommends strengthening vehicle standards. 

Action 10 of the Review Report recommends that the 9 year vehicle age limit should ap-
ply at licence issue or renewal for all new vehicles entering the fleet and for vehicles that have 
entered the fleet since 1st January 2009. Those entrants to the taxi industry since January 2009 
have entered the industry on the basis of a 9-year age limit on vehicles. 

As a transitional arrangement, existing vehicles in the fleet prior to 1 January 2009 can 
operate up to 14 years of age subject to 6-monthly NCT testing and NTA licence renewal as-
sessment. Therefore, it is envisaged that, over time, all vehicles older than nine years will be 
removed from the taxi and hackney fleet.

12/02/2013WRFF01750Taxi Regulations

12/02/2013WRFF01800748. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding taxi drivers. [7081/13]

12/02/2013WRFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): From the end of January 2013 it is a requirement that all small public service vehicle 
(SPSV) operators notify the National Transport Authority (NTA) about the vehicles they are 
operating at any time. This is a once-off notification in the case of SPSV drivers who own their 
own vehicle.  Any changes such as with respect to rental agreements or change of vehicle will 
need to be notified.

I understand that free IT tools are available to facilitate this notification process, The “Taxi 
Industry Portal” smartphone application can be downloaded onto both Apple and Android 
smartphones. In addition, SPSV operators can use any PC or laptop to access the Taxi Portal 
over the Internet.

A call centre is currently operating all-day every-day to take telephone notifications. This is 
charged as a national number from landlines and mobile phones and is included in bundles of 
free calls from the various companies / operators.  The call centre is operated by the NTA and 
noting this, I have asked the NTA to respond directly to the Deputy with regard to the issues he 
has raised relating to access to the call-centre.  

Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply from the NTA within 10 working 
days.
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12/02/2013WRFF01950Employment Rights Issues

12/02/2013WRFF02000749. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on an incident detailed in the press statement (details supplied) issued by representatives of the 
International Transport Workers Federation, the response of the authorities and the demands 
made by the ITF representative of his Department. [7082/13]

12/02/2013WRFF02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Port State Con-
trol inspection of the particular vessel was carried out by the Marine Survey Office (MSO) of 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. These inspections are carried out to check for 
compliance with international law. 

The MSO detain any ship which poses a safety hazard or which does not comply with the 
international requirements on living and working arrangements. In this case the vessel was de-
tained for safety reasons and released when these issues were resolved   Non-payment of wages 
is not in itself a basis for detention of a vessel by surveyors of my Department.

The payment of wages on foreign flagged ships is a matter for the flag state where the ship 
is registered and is a matter for the internal domestic law of that country, which in this case is 
the United Kingdom. 

I am advised that An Garda Síochána engaged with the Indonesian crew of the vessel. The 
Gardaí provided accommodation for them and contacted the Indonesian Embassy on their be-
half. They also facilitated their return to Indonesia. Any other requirement for information in 
relation to Garda engagement with the crewmen should be referred to my colleague the Minis-
ter for  Justice and Equality.

12/02/2013WRFF02150Smarter Transport

12/02/2013WRFF02200750. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
be making any further provision for the smarter travel programme in 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7087/13]

12/02/2013WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department works with the NTA to improve smarter travel, with the NTA providing 
funds to local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area and regional cities, while my Department 
provides direct funding in the other counties and towns. In addition to NTA funding, we are in-
vesting €65 million in sustainable transport over the 5 year period 2012-2016, the majority of 
which will be invested in cities and towns around the country under key programmes such as 
Smarter Travel Areas and Active Travel Towns.  Targeted investment is essential in these finan-
cially straightened times. Given the pressure on the public finances, there is no possibility of 
additional funding by the Exchequer in 2013.

12/02/2013WRFF02350Search and Rescue Service

12/02/2013WRFF02400751. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a breakdown of the number of coastguard units in County Louth; and the number of 
boats attached to each. [7115/13]

12/02/2013WRFF02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Primary maritime 
search and rescue services in Co Louth are provided by a combination of the Clogherhead based 
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Royal National Lifeboat Institutions All Weather Lifeboat and two volunteer Coast Guard boat 
units, based in Drogheda and at Greenore. The Drogheda unit is provided with a D Class RNLI-
built boat and a small three metre inflatable boat for upriver use on the Boyne. The Greenore 
unit is provided with a 6.5 metre rib (ridged inflatable boat). Both Greenore and Drogheda 
Coast Guard Boat Units provide the necessary inshore boat capacity required. These services 
are supported by a third Volunteer Coast Guard unit based in Clogherhead which is designated 
as a shoreline search unit which can provide a search and first aid capacity for anything oc-
curring on land or coming ashore. County Louth is also serviced by the Dublin Coast Guard 
helicopter based at Dublin Airport.

12/02/2013WRFF02550Search and Rescue Service

12/02/2013WRFF02600752. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his future 
plans for Clogherhead coast guard, County Louth, with respect to the provision of equipment 
and the recruitment, training and upskilling of new members. [7116/13]

12/02/2013WRFF02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Clogherhead Vol-
unteer Coast Guard Unit is designated as a shoreline search unit and supports their neighbour-
ing Co. Louth units in Drogheda and Greenore. Coast Guard policy facilitates such inter unit 
cooperation in relation to maritime emergency preparation and response. 

All Coast Guard units are provided with a suite of equipment deemed necessary to conduct 
their assigned roles and tasks. Shoreline units are also normally provided with a 4x4 commer-
cial vehicle and an All-Terrain Vehicle (commonly called a Quad bike). Clogherhead has both 
these vehicles and also has the temporary placement of a van. The equipment requirements and 
the need for additional members is kept under on-going review. All new and current members 
are provided with the requisite courses and training.

12/02/2013WRFF02750Driving Licence Applications

12/02/2013WRFF02800753. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will give a commitment on the duration for an application to the national driver licence service 
for a driving licence to be processed from the first point of contact a person has with their local 
authority to when they receive their new driving licence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7150/13]

12/02/2013WRFF02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The operation of 
the Driver Licensing system is a matter for the Road Safety Authority (RSA), which became the 
national driver licensing authority as of 12 January 2013.  The details of the process are there-
fore a matter for the RSA and I have passed the Deputy’s query to the authority for direct reply.  
I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.

12/02/2013WRFF02950Public Transport Provision

12/02/2013WRFF03000754. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider a matter (details supplied) regarding mini-buses; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7151/13]

12/02/2013WRFF03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I am not aware of a vehicle age rule that applies to the category of vehicle described by 
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the Deputy.

The Road Transport Operators Licence (RTOL) administered by my Department is for com-
mercial operators who carry passengers for hire and reward, using large public service vehicles 
which can carry nine or more passengers.  There is no age limit as to the vehicles authorised on 
the RTOL licence – as long as they continue to meet all the relevant safety requirements.

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) under the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003. SPSV’s are typically 
vehicles which carry less than 9 passengers on a commercial basis for hire or reward. 

Action 10 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report published at the beginning of 2012 rec-
ommends that a 9 year vehicle age limit should apply at licence issue or renewal for all new 
vehicles entering the fleet and for vehicles that have entered the fleet since 1st January 2009. 
Those entrants to the taxi industry since January 2009 have entered the industry on the basis of 
a 9-year age limit on vehicles. 

As a transitional arrangement, existing vehicles in the fleet prior to 1 January 2009 can 
operate up to 14 years of age subject to 6-monthly NCT testing and NTA licence renewal as-
sessment. Therefore, it is envisaged that, over time, all vehicles older than nine years will be 
removed from the taxi and hackney fleet.

12/02/2013WRFF03150Taxi Regulations

12/02/2013WRFF03200755. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline the position for a taxi plate owner who wishes to sell or lease their licence as he 
wishes to retire; the options available for such a person; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7152/13]

12/02/2013WRFF03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Currently, small public service vehicle (SPSV) licences (wheelchair accessible taxi 
and hackney licences, hackney licences and limousine licences) which were issued after Janu-
ary 2009 are non-transferable. Licences issued prior to January 2009 can be transferred once. 

If a holder of an SPSV vehicle licence wishes to rent the vehicle licence to another SPSV 
operator, then from the 1st  of January 2013 it must be a “full rental package”. The per-
son must own the SPSV vehicle licence and the vehicle that the licence relates to; must provide 
appropriate insurance for the rental period; and, must notify the NTA of the rental agreement.

The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012, which I hope will be enacted by the Oireachtas in the first 
half of this year, provides for a prohibition on transfer of all SPSV licences. This follows a 
recommendation the Taxi Regulation Review Report that a licence should determine a person’s 
suitability to carry out a function and it should not have monetary value or be traded on the 
open market.

12/02/2013WRFF03350Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

12/02/2013WRFF03400756. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
introduce a new sports capital programme in 2013 to assist clubs and organisations that wish to 
develop projects in their areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7160/13]

12/02/2013WRFF03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
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Ring): The allocations under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme were announced last Decem-
ber.  The 2012 Sports Capital Programme is now closed and there are no more grants available 
at this time.

I have not made any  decision on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme. this will be contingent on the availability of funding.

12/02/2013WRFF03550Road Safety Issues

12/02/2013WRFF03600757. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will direct the National Roads Authority, in the interest of safety, when the money that is al-
located and earmarked for the N71 Kenmare-Bonane road is being spent this year to ensure the 
road is adequately widened to ensure that cars can pass each other safely and without accident; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7255/13]

12/02/2013WRFF03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

12/02/2013WRFF03750Driving Licence Issues

12/02/2013WRFF03800758. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will clarify 
the process for providing photographic identification for the purpose of issuing new driving 
licences; if local pharmacies and retail shops have now been excluded from providing this ser-
vice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7261/13]

12/02/2013WRFF03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As of 12 January 
this year the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for driver licensing nation-
ally.  RSA also had responsibility for designing the transition to the new plastic card driving 
licence, which was introduced from 19 January 2013.

The subject matter of this Question relates to the operation of the driver licensing service 
and is, therefore, a matter for the RSA. I have referred the Deputy’s Question to the RSA for 
direct reply and I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received 
within ten days.

12/02/2013WRFF03950Tourism Promotion

12/02/2013WRFF04000759. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the total number of tourists that visited this country arising from the visits of cruise ships 
to ports here in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number of projected visitors for 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7294/13]

12/02/2013WRFF04100760. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he or the tourist bodies have undertaken any assessment of the tourism potential offered 
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by the visits of cruise vessels to ports here; his plans to promote further development of this 
tourist market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7295/13]

12/02/2013WRFF04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 759 and 760 together.

The matters raised are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s 
questions to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not 
received with ten working days.

12/02/2013WRFF04250Ports Facilities

12/02/2013WRFF04300761. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if his attention has been drawn to the need to ensure the provision of facilities in ports 
here to cater for the next generation of cruise ships, those of more than 338 meters in length, 
with a draft of 8.6 meters, in view of the growing importance in the cruise business of vessels of 
this size; if he intends to take any action to promote the provision of facilities for these vessels; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7296/13]

12/02/2013WRFF04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At the outset, I 
wish to inform the Deputy that my Department does not  provide Exchequer funding to ports as 
such an investment is contrary to State Aid rules and we have no budget line from which to do 
so in any case. Individual ports are responsible for their own investment decisions around their 
infrastructure and facilities, and must fund such investment from their own profits and reserves.

However, I can inform the Deputy that the port of Cork can already accommodate cruise 
ships over 338m at the Cobh Cruise Terminal and Ringaskiddy Deepwater Berth. A cruise 
vessel of 340m overall length has been a regular caller to Cobh since 2008. The port of Cork 
Company has invested in the provision of facilities for these vessels  including berth upgrades, 
dredging, employee and pilot training and regional tourism promotion in order to attract and 
accommodate vessels of this size. Dublin Port can also accommodate vessels of this size in Al-
exandra Quay, while smaller liners can come up the river Liffey close to the city centre.

My Department encourages ports and other relevant organisations to investigate opportu-
nities to increase Ireland’s share of the cruise tourism market and further develop Ireland as a 
cruise destination.  Port companies are also encouraged to develop or expand cruise facilities, 
where they consider it is appropriate to do so, using their own resources.

12/02/2013WRFF04450Departmental Expenditure

12/02/2013WRFF04500762. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost in-
curred by his Department for assessing means of individual citizens for any reason on an annual 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7396/13]

12/02/2013WRFF04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
does not assess the means of individual citizens and does not incur such costs.
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