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     Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, answered orally.

31/01/2013WRA00350Renewable Energy Generation Issues

31/01/2013WRA004007. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the way in which small area renewable energy projects can feed their elec-
tricity into the main electricity grid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4690/13]

31/01/2013WRA00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s electricity system is made up of larger electrical lines (the transmission grid) and 
smaller electrical lines (the distribution grid).  Small area renewable energy projects feed into 
the distribution network.  The Distribution System Operator (DSO) and owner in Ireland is ESB 
Networks.  ESB Networks has a webpage which explains to the public how to connect a micro-
generator, which is the main type of small area renewable energy project.  This page includes a 
connection guide and outlines the steps involved.  It also contains a series of “Frequently Asked 
Questions” for those wishing to connect.  The page also contains a document that sets out the 
specific Irish protection settings appropriate to the ESB Network, known as EN 50438.

There is no charge to connect a micro-generator to the ESB network provided it complies 
with EN50438.  The micro-generator must in addition conform to the conditions governing the 
connection and operation of micro-generation contained on the ESB webpage.  Generators with 
an installed capacity of 1MW or less are deemed to be automatically authorised and licensed 
by the Commission for Energy Regulation under the terms of S.I. 383 and S.I. 384 of 2008 and 
are subject to the conditions in those orders.  This system was introduced in order to promote 
microgeneration.  The Department of Environment introduced two statutory instruments that 
contain planning exemptions for renewable technologies that meet certain criteria.  These were 
introduced to facilitate microgeneration and are contained in S.I. 83 of 2007 and S.I. 235 of 
2008.

When microgenerators that connect to the distribution system wish to export electricity, 
they need to install an import/export meter.  The ESB websites indicate that where a customer 
requires import/export metering, they can contact ESB for a quotation for this.  The Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation previously wrote to all electricity suppliers in Ireland inviting them 
to introduce microgeneration tariffs for customers exporting to the grid using microgenerators.  
To date, the only company to have introduced such a scheme is Electric Ireland (formerly ESB 
Customer Supply), which offers a tariff of 9 cent per kilowatt hour for domestic customers 
under specified conditions.

In addition, for small area renewable generation projects that can fulfil certain terms and 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].



Questions - Written Answers

678

conditions (e.g. have planning permission, have a grid connection and can secure a power pur-
chase agreement (PPA)), the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
operates the REFIT schemes, which are funded from the Public Service Obligation.  Small 
hydro and biomass projects are included in these schemes.

31/01/2013WRA00550Energy Resources

31/01/2013WRA006008. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the amount of oil and gas respectively extracted from Ireland and our territorial 
waters in 2012; the areas from which that extraction occurred; the estimated value of those 
resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4603/13]

31/01/2013WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Ireland has three producing gas fields.  They are the Kin-
sale, Ballycotton and Seven Heads gas fields, which are located in the Celtic Sea approximately 
50km off the Cork coast.  Ireland does not have any oil producing fields.  In the year to 30 Sep-
tember 2012 total production from all three fields amounted to just under 7.8 billion cubic feet 
of gas.  Approximately, 6.6 billion cubic feet was produced from the Kinsale and Ballycotton 
gas fields, and just under 1.2 billion cubic feet from the Seven Heads field.

As royalties at a rate of 12.5% are payable in respect of production from both the Kinsale 
and Ballycotton Fields, my Department receives data on the value of the gas produced from 
these fields.  Based on the data provided, the value of the gas produced from the Kinsale and 
Ballycotton fields in the year to end September 2012 was €48 million.  The Seven Heads gas 
field came into production after the fiscal terms had been revised and accordingly, royalties do 
not apply.  As a result, while my Department receives data on the volume of gas produced, it 
does not receive data on the value of that gas.

The only other commercial discovery of oil or gas in the Irish offshore is the Corrib gas 
field, which is estimated will commence production towards the end of next year.  The three gas 
fields in Kinsale area are nearing depletion and currently supply approximately 5% of Ireland’s 
gas requirements.  It is estimated that the Corrib gas field when in peak production could supply 
up to 60% of Ireland’s gas requirements. 

31/01/2013WRA00750Broadband Services Provision

31/01/2013WRA008009. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way he will meet the challenge to persuade the remaining 20% of households 
who are not connected to the Internet to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[4757/13]

31/01/2013WRA0090025. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the contribution he is making to expanding the digital economy here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4737/13]

31/01/2013WRA0100038. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on whether society here is digitally complacent; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4750/13]

31/01/2013WRA01100120. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his plans to encourage greater take up of broadband in view of the estimated 426,096 
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households here that have no internet connection, according to the 2011 census.  [5014/13]

31/01/2013WRA01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 9, 25, 38 and 120 together.

The digital economy is important to Ireland.  Research by Boston Consulting Group cited in 
the recent UPC report on Ireland’s Digital Future, estimates it will grow from a current rate of 
about 3% to 6% by 2016.  Research currently underway in the context of the National Digital 
Strategy will look further at this value and ways it might be enhanced.  Specific examples of the 
importance and potential of the digital economy can also be cited.  As Deputies are aware there 
is substantial employment in Ireland in the ICT and digital sectors arising from the presence 
of world leading companies in these areas based in Ireland.  In addition, smaller indigenous 
companies are also making an important contribution.  For example, the Digital Hub in Dublin 
currently caters for 66 digital enterprises, which between them employ some 800 people.  More 
than three-quarters (78%) of these companies expanded their business operations last year, with 
44% hiring additional staff.  Two-thirds are planning to expand their workforce this year.  In 
addition the National Digital Research Centre (NDRC) has helped to create 155 full-time jobs 
and 66 part-time jobs by the end of 2012 as a direct result of the projects it has supported.

Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Government has also undertaken a number 
of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where commercial operators have 
been unable to offer services on a commercial basis.  The combination of private investment 
and State interventions means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for 
Europe target of having a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.  The Govern-
ment’s National Broadband Plan recognises that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed 
broadband availability to all.  The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across 
the country by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our 
citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.

Encouraging citizens to connect to the Internet is a separate but related challenge, and a 
number of public and private sector measures are already underway in this area.  The most re-
cent Central Statistics Office (CSO) statistics - published in December last - show that 19% of 
households do not have an Internet connection.  That is not to say they cannot get an Internet 
connection.  CSO statistics indicate that not having an Internet connection is primarily a matter 
of choice by those households - with respondents in those households mostly indicating they 
do not want or need access to the Internet.  The issue therefore is substantially one of demand 
which underlines the importance of awareness raising.

The National Broadband Plan commits to the publication of a National Digital Strategy 
(NDS) aimed at stimulating demand for broadband services and connectivity.  The NDS will fo-
cus on the benefits of digital engagement and will build on existing measures to increase aware-
ness amongst citizens, households and business.  As part of the strategy, I recently appointed 
David Puttnam as Ireland’s National Digital Champion.  An important element of engaging 
citizens is the development of skills.  The “BenefIT” schemes operated by my Department have 
worked in partnership with third sector and not-for-profit organisations and has provided basic 
skills training for over 70,000 people at over 700 locations nationwide.

My Department is also working in partnership with the Department of Education and Skills 
to roll out high speed broadband connectivity to all second level schools.  This is already fa-
cilitating new possibilities for students and could potentially help to stimulate take up in house-
holds.
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The commercial sector also has a strong role to play in stimulating demand for Internet 
services.  The explosion in the use of smart phones and tablet devices, increased availability of 
applications such as video-on-demand, and initiatives by Internet services providers to make 
technology more accessible to targeted segments of society, will continue to impact on the level 
of take up.  As part of the National Digital Strategy, my Department will work closely with the 
commercial sector to build on these initiatives, with a view to ensuring that citizens, business 
and communities realise more fully the potential of a digitally enabled society.  I do not believe 
that society here is digitally complacent.  The evidence shows that digital engagement contin-
ues to grow.  I am, however, very conscious of the further potential and the National Digital 
Strategy will be looking at ways to add impetus in terms of engagement.

31/01/2013WRB00150Renewable Energy Generation Issues

31/01/2013WRB0020010. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his strategy for wind power; the extent to which he wishes to see it developed on-
shore; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4743/13]

31/01/2013WRB00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Under Directive 2009/28/EC, Ireland was assigned a legally binding target of 16% by 2020 for 
the percentage of all energy consumption that must be met from renewable sources.  Ireland 
intends to meet the overall target through 40% renewable electricity, 10% renewable transport, 
which is a minimum binding target, and 12% renewable heating, which together amount to 16% 
overall.

In terms of the 40% renewable electricity to be achieved by 2020, the ability to meet this is 
largely determined by the grid connection offers to renewable generators.  The grid connection 
process is vested in the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  CER published a Gate 3 
direction in December 2008, which was specifically designed with the intention of providing 
for sufficient renewable energy grid connection offers to achieve 40% renewable electricity by 
2020.  In addition, the CER published a decision on the connection of small, low carbon renew-
able generators outside the Gate process (CER 09/99).  This mechanism specifically provides 
for the ability of small anaerobic digesters, biomass CHP plants, wave and tidal devices and 
other non-wind renewable low carbon generators to connect to the grid outside of the Gate 
process by 2020.

The Gate 3 grid connection direction includes a list of specific renewable generating projects 
to receive grid connections.  The vast bulk of these are onshore wind developments.  Hence, 
onshore wind will make up the bulk of the delivery of the 40% renewable electricity target.  The 
Government decided in 2012 that an offshore wind feed-in-tariff (REFIT) would not be offered 
at this time.  REFIT is available as a support from onshore wind projects.  Accordingly, in meet-
ing our legal obligation to deliver the 2020 renewables target, the policy focus and incentive 
relates to onshore wind.  The REFIT support for onshore wind is significantly less than what 
would be required for offshore wind.  It is borne by electricity consumers through the Public 
Service Obligation.

In the First Progress Report on the National Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP), 
available on my Department’s website, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 
modelling indicated that 3,521 MW of wind would be needed on the electricity grid by 2020 
in order to achieve our 40% renewable electricity target.  This is approximately a doubling on 
current levels of wind generation.  In addition, the NREAP progress report modelling also fore-
casts other technologies contributing to our 40% target - 274 MW of biomass technologies by 
2020 as well as 75 MW of wave and tidal technology.  It is evident, however, that wind gener-
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ated electricity is expected to play a pivotal role and this will be overwhelmingly onshore wind.

As the Deputy will be aware, UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, Ed 
Davey, and I signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in energy last 
week.  This MoU is a signal of intent.  It gives us an opportunity to fully consider how Irish 
renewable energy resources, onshore and offshore, might be developed to the mutual benefit 
of Ireland and the UK.  The MoU commits us to a programme of work and a possible formal 
Inter-Governmental agreement with the UK if it is considered mutually beneficial to enter such 
an agreement.

31/01/2013WRB00350Departmental Functions

31/01/2013WRB0040011. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his priorities for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4760/13]

31/01/2013WRB00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department deals with a very wide and complex policy agenda encompassing the areas of 
Energy, Communications, Broadcasting, Postal and Natural Resources.  In addition the Depart-
ment oversees important programmes funded from the Vote, and administers the Corporate 
Governance function in respect of some 15 commercial and non-commercial agencies and 3 
regulators.  These entities have a total employment of some 20,450 and in their own right 
discharge functions which are critical to the ongoing economic and social development of the 
country.

In addition, in the first half of 2013 as part of Ireland’s EU Presidency, the Department will 
have responsibility for a very heavy EU agenda in the areas of Energy and Communications.  
As the Deputy will appreciate there are numerous work programmes under the aegis of my 
Department and Agencies flowing from the broad responsibilities set out above.  In this regard 
key priorities for me in 2013 are, in brief, as follows:

Energy

- Delivering Energy Efficiency Strategies, Programmes and Funding Mechanisms for busi-
ness, public sector and domestic housing.

- Ensuring progressive delivery on Ireland’s legally binding EU renewable electricity, heat 
and transport targets and supporting the economic development of onshore and offshore renew-
able energy resources for the domestic and export markets.

- Ensuring security of energy supply through encouraging cost effective timely investment 
in energy infrastructure.

- Promoting the competitiveness of energy costs for business and the consumer through ac-
tions to address controllable costs, bearing in mind that Ireland has little control over the factors 
contributing to energy costs given our reliance on imported fossil fuels.

- Implementation of the Energy State Assets Divestment Programme in line with Gov-
ernment policy and in cooperation with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and 
NewERA.

Communications

- Implementation of the National Broadband Plan published in August 2012.
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- Publication of a National Digital Strategy.

- Continued roll out of 100 Mbs scheme to all 2nd level schools (to be completed by 2014).

- Ensuring the appropriate regulatory frameworks are in place to enable ComReg to prop-
erly promote and incentivise continued investment in infrastructure and the provision of com-
petitive products and services.

- Publication of a National Digital Strategy in early 2013 aimed at setting out a compelling 
case for increased digital adoption right across society, with particular emphasis on small busi-
nesses, education and citizens.

Broadcasting

- Completion, consideration and actioning as appropriate of the study on introduction of 
Public Sector Broadcasting charge.

- Consideration of, and policy response, to Broadcasting Authority of Ireland’s (BAI) re-
view of Public Funding for Public Service Broadcasters.

Postal

- In cooperation with An Post, maintenance of national network of post offices and postal 
services, and of a financially viable position for the Company.

- Launch of tender and completion of procurement for introduction of National Postcode 
system.

Natural Resources

- Promotion and regulatory oversight of off-shore and on-shore mineral and petroleum ex-
ploration and extraction.

- Progression of EPA study into hydraulic fracturing.

- Publication and enactment of the Minerals Development Bill.

- Implementation of 2013 Atlantic Regional Seismic Survey.

Other

- Effective management of the Department’s Voted Estimates to ensure no overruns in ex-
penditure in 2013.

- Implementation of and input into the public sector reform programme.

- Efficient and effective discharge of all matters within the Department’s competence, nota-
bly in the areas of Energy and Communications, arising from Ireland’s EU Presidency and more 
generally inputting into EU policy, taking full account of Irish interests.

31/01/2013WRB00550Legislative Programme

31/01/2013WRB0060012. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to introduce new regulations for social media; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4734/13]
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31/01/2013WRB0070048. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on whether self-regulation is effective with regard to the Internet; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4753/13]

31/01/2013WRB0080049. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the steps to be taken to regulate the use of social media; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4679/13]

31/01/2013WRB00900117. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his plans to regulate the social media; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4892/13]

31/01/2013WRB01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 12, 48, 49 and 117 together. 

As the Deputy will be aware, Social Media are online platforms that allow people create, 
share and exchange information, and to comment amongst themselves in virtual communities 
and networks.  To date, these media have not been subject to a formal regulatory regime akin 
to that used to ‘regulate’ traditional radio and television broadcast media, either in Ireland or in 
other jurisdictions.  There is a range of reasons for this, not least the rapidly evolving nature of 
the technologies involved, the sensitivities around regulating media and the multi-jurisdictional 
nature of the Internet.

It is important to acknowledge the economic and social benefits that the widespread use 
of social media have brought to people, communities and to business.  However, some of the 
issues that have arisen as a consequence of this bear consideration.  These challenges include 
dealing with harassment and bullying online, as well as issues around defamation, data protec-
tion and even copyright.  There has been a very considerable amount of discussion on these 
matters in the recent past at EU and Council of Europe level, in which my Department has been 
involved.  Indeed this matter is also the subject of a fundamental debate at EU and national level 
at present, a fact reflected by the recent decision of the Joint Oireachtas Committee to examine 
the issue.

As Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, I have policy responsibil-
ity for providing a supportive legislative and regulatory environment to facilitate the develop-
ment of high quality communications infrastructure and services.  However, I should highlight 
that I do not have sole responsibility for addressing as to how that infrastructure is used.  Re-
sponsibility, in the context of abuse over the Internet in particular, also sits with the Minister for 
Justice and Equality, and the executive agency of his Department, the Office for Internet Safety.

It is clear that there are no simple answers to the challenges posed by the development and 
abuse of social media, not least because of the international basis of the services and because 
any possible policy responses fall across a range of Government Departments.  In recognition 
of this complexity my Department maintains open and regular contact with all Departments and 
State Agencies with responsibilities in this area.  My Department also monitors international 
developments with a view to ensuring that domestic policy within its remit reflects best practice 
and that the regulatory framework is amended as necessary.  In that regard, I look forward to the 
deliberations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport and Communications, and I also 
look forward to meeting the Committee on this subject.

31/01/2013WRB01050Broadband Services Provision

31/01/2013WRB0110013. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
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ral Resources if he is satisfied with the availability of broadband nationwide; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4756/13]

31/01/2013WRB01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Government has also undertaken a number 
of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where commercial operators have 
been unable to offer services.  The combination of private investment and State interventions 
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a 
basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country by 
ensuring that high speed services of at least 30 Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.  Ireland is now therefore moving 
to a new phase of public and private sector investment in broadband in Ireland which will see 
significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.

As a consequence of the recent multi-band spectrum auction conducted by ComReg, new 
high speed 4G telecoms services will be rolled out by mobile operators and will significantly 
increase the speeds available across wireless platforms.  In addition, the commercial sector is 
already investing in high speed fixed line services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  
The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high speed 
services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  This will ensure 
that citizens or businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection which 
meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business.

31/01/2013WRB01250Broadband Services Speeds

31/01/2013WRB0130014. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the target broadband speed for semi-urban areas not covered by the National Broad-
band Strategy; the way these speeds compare to other countries of a similar population; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4681/13]

31/01/2013WRB01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The National Broadband Plan which I published on 30 August last will radically change the 
broadband landscape in Ireland.  The Plan covers all areas, including semi-urban areas of the 
country.  It commits to high speed broadband availability across the country, well in advance of 
the EU’s target date of 2020.  Specifically, it commits to:

- 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps will be available from the commercial market operators to more 
than half of the population by 2015;

- At least 40 Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, to at least a further 20% - and poten-
tially as much as 35% - of the population, and 

- A minimum of 30 Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country. 

It is not possible for me to say how these targets will compare to the speeds that will prevail 
in other countries.  It is the case, in Europe and elsewhere, that all countries are seeking solu-
tions to the challenge of rolling out high speed services.  It is Ireland’s intention to achieve the 
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EU target of 30 Mbps to all, well ahead of the target date of 2020.  In any event, when making 
comparisons of speeds with other countries, care needs to be taken to compare like with like.  
In Ireland we have a highly dispersed low density population which is in contrast to some other 
countries, for example in Scandinavia, which have a low population density but whose popula-
tion is not as highly dispersed.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps services to 50% of the 
population by 2015.  The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed 
services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The Government is also committed in the 
Plan to investing in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not 
be provided by the market.

My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broad-
band over the coming years.  This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be 
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  Through the imple-
mentation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increasing the availability of 
next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citizens and business can 
participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

31/01/2013WRB01450Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2013WRB0150015. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the measures he is putting in place to develop the biofuels sector here; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4751/13]

31/01/2013WRB0160017. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the extent to which he sees biofuels playing a role in renewable energy strategy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4762/13]

31/01/2013WRB01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 15 and 17 together. 

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 as the primary means to meet 
the target of at least 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020, which was mandated by the 
2009 Renewable Energy Directive.  It is estimated that at least 8.4% of the energy in transport in 
Ireland in 2020 will come from the use of biofuels with the remainder achieved by the increased 
deployment of electric vehicles.  The Biofuel Obligation Scheme works by obligating large 
road transport fuel suppliers to bring a certain amount of biofuels to the market. The scheme 
was introduced with an obligation on fuel suppliers to include at least 4% by volume biofuels in 
their overall disposal of road transport fuels.  In order to maintain progress towards achieving 
the 2020 targets, I increased the obligation to 6% by volume with effect from 1 January 2013.

Recently, the European Commission circulated a proposal to amend sections of the Renew-
able Energy Directive.  This proposal is currently being progressed and is one of the major 
agenda items for the Irish presidency of the EU.  One of the amendments proposed is that no 
more than 5% of the energy in the transport sector should come from biofuels produced from 
certain crops.  My Department is currently examining the proposal and its implications for 
meeting the target of 10% renewable energy by 2020.  However, there are no implications for 
the current obligation rate of 6% as the overall energy content delivered by the obligation will 
not breach the proposed 5%. The obligation rate of 6% will remain the same until the end of 
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2014.  Decisions on further increases after 2014 will be taken after any amendments to the Re-
newable Energy Directive have been finalised.

The Biofuel Obligation has successfully delivered increased amounts of biofuel in Ireland 
resulting in 145 million litres being placed on the Irish market in 2011.  Of this, approximately 
18.5 million litres was produced indigenously from waste material such as used cooking oil.  
Though figures for 2012 are not yet available, I understand that the amount of indigenous bio-
fuel on the market increased last year.  The recent increase in the obligation rate along with fu-
ture increases will see the biofuel market grow to an estimated 500 million litres by 2020.  This 
will continue to create opportunities for indigenous industry to produce biofuels here in Ireland. 

31/01/2013WRB01750Renewable Energy Exports

31/01/2013WRB0180016. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will outline the terms of the negotiations that have taken place between him 
and his British counterpart on the development of a Memorandum of Understanding on trade in 
renewable energy; if said memorandum is close to being finalised; the main aims of the memo-
randum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4601/13]

31/01/2013WRB0190027. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the Exchequer funds that will be provided for the construction of wind turbines 
following the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between his Department and the 
British Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4677/13]

31/01/2013WRB0200043. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his views on the agreement with the UK to export wind energy from Ireland. [4763/13]

31/01/2013WRB02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 16, 27 and 43 together. 

On 24 January 2013, UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, Ed Davey, and 
I signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in Dublin on energy cooperation. A copy of 
the MoU is available on my Department’s website.  The MoU we signed affirms the two States’ 
commitment to maintaining a strong partnership on energy issues, to achieving closer integra-
tion of electricity markets and to maximising the sustainable use of renewable energy resources.  
Ireland has the potential to generate far more wind energy than we could consume domestically.  
This MoU gives us an opportunity to fully consider how Irish renewable energy resources, on-
shore and offshore, might be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the UK.

The Renewable Directive provides a number of mechanisms that can be used by Member 
States for the trade of renewable energy, including joint projects and statistical transfer.  Joint 
projects are where specified projects located in one country may be counted towards the renew-
able energy target of another. Statistical transfer is where the excess relating to an overachieve-
ment of the target by one country may be sold to another country that has fallen short of its 
target. The mechanisms require an Inter-Governmental agreement to be put in place. Up to now, 
while electricity could be exported between jurisdictions, the renewable value in terms of target 
compliance remained in the country where the renewable energy was produced.  The Directive, 
for the first time, introduced the concept of the trade in the renewable value of electricity.

The opportunity to export green power presents an opportunity for employment growth and 
export earnings as well as increased investment for Ireland.  There are and will be no Govern-
ment funds allocated for the construction of wind turbines whether output is for internal or ex-
ternal consumption. In particular, Irish consumers cannot be required to finance electricity that 



31 January 2013

687

is destined for export.  The price that the UK is willing to pay for the renewable power will need 
to be sufficient to cover any support mechanism needed by project developers and to finance the 
new transmission infrastructure required.

It is important to note that the MoU is an important signal of intent and an interim step.  
There is no formal Inter-Governmental agreement under the Directive in place yet.  There are 
many complex engineering, market, regulatory and policy issues that need to be teased out, 
discussed and considered prior to making an Inter-Governmental agreement that provides a 
formal basis for energy trading.  The cost benefit analysis must support that the trading propo-
sition makes sense.  Nevertheless it is clear that there are significant potential economic and 
employment benefits arising for both jurisdictions.  Both countries have accordingly agreed on 
an urgent programme of work over the next year to determine the final contents of any formal 
Inter-Governmental agreement.

  Question No. 17 answered with Question No. 15.

31/01/2013WRB02250Gas and Electricity Disconnections

31/01/2013WRB0230018. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he has been briefed by CER on their latest statistics on the level of gas dis-
connections taking place across the country; his views on whether a reinvigorated fuel poverty 
strategy may be necessary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4596/13]

31/01/2013WRB02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have no statutory function in the setting of gas prices, whether in the regulated or non-regu-
lated market.  Responsibility for the regulation of the gas market is a matter for the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation (CER) which is an independent statutory body.  The rise in utility 
disconnection numbers in recent years has coincided with the economic recession which has 
caused customer arrears and debt levels to rise.  The CER regularly briefs me on electricity and 
gas disconnection reports.  I can advise that the Regulator has recently briefed me on the level 
of gas disconnections.

The figures for gas disconnections show that BGE gas disconnections have approximately 
doubled from 2011 to 2012, while Flogas and Airtricity also show increases in gas discon-
nections.  It is the view of the CER that the issue of vacant premises, where customers leave 
premises empty and a utilities debt unpaid, is also contributing to an overstatement of customer 
disconnections.  However, it is accepted that it is difficult to quantify the precise numbers.

In response to the significant increases in disconnections since 2010, a number of measures 
have been put in place by the CER to address the issue and assist customers that are in financial 
hardship and facing disconnections.  In line with the CER’s Code of Practice on disconnec-
tion, gas suppliers must facilitate payment options/plans for domestic customers experiencing 
genuine hardship and, where appropriate, engage with a money advisor acting on behalf of the 
customer such as the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) or a recognised charity.  
This must include offering the customer a prepayment meter if this is possible.

Over the past few years the CER has been working with stakeholders to promote the instal-
lation of prepayment or Pay-As-You-Go (PAYG) meters in order to assist customers through 
their financial difficulties.  For example, CER is facilitating a new process within St Vincent de 
Paul (VdeP) which will see its members encourage households at risk of disconnection to opt 
for a PAYG meter, to manage debt and assist budgeting, instead of the VdeP paying the overdue 
amount in the first instance.  This is expected to be rolled out from next month.  The CER also 
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intends to engage with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
to establish if there is scope to build in PAYG installations to social housing administration 
processes.  Following a recent review, the CER has decided to extend to 31 December 2013 
the obligation on suppliers to pay 50% of the costs of disconnections/reconnection of domestic 
customers.  

The key message for consumers in genuine difficulty is to make contact with their supplier 
and agree a plan before the unpaid bills begin to accumulate thus obviate the risk of disconnec-
tion. 

Implementation of the measures set out in the Government’s Affordable Energy Strategy 
is pivotal to protecting the interests of vulnerable customers.  The Affordable Energy Strategy 
was published in November 2011 and developed by the Inter-Departmental/Agency Group on 
Affordable Energy (IDGAE) as part of the Department’s commitment in the Programme for 
Government to help address energy poverty.  The Strategy is not required to be reinvigorated as 
it is a comprehensive plan that addresses all the major areas identified to help mitigate energy 
poverty.

There are forty-eight actions identified in the strategy to be implemented over the life-time 
of the report (3 years).  Five priority measures are identified including a commitment to review 
the National Fuel Scheme in the context of examining the feasibility of aligning income sup-
ports with the energy efficiency and income of the home, the phased introduction of minimal 
thermal efficiency standards for rental accommodation, ensuring greater access to energy ef-
ficiency measures, reforming the eligibility criteria for energy efficiency schemes and the intro-
duction of an area-based approach.

Furthermore, the Affordable Energy Strategy provides a framework for building upon the 
many measures already in place to protect households at risk from the effects of energy pov-
erty, which include the thermal efficiency-based measures delivered through the Better Energy 
Warmer Homes programme.  Exchequer funding of over €101 million has been allocated to the 
programme since 2000 and has successfully delivered energy efficiency measures to 92,563 
homes through a combination of community based organisations, private contractors and via 
an area-based approach.  The Government will continue to support the delivery of energy effi-
ciency measures to vulnerable households in 2013.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme 
has been allocated Exchequer funding of €20 million for 2013, which is expected to result in 
upgrades to over 10,000 homes.

31/01/2013WRB02450Warmer Homes Scheme Eligibility

31/01/2013WRB0250019. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the progress that has been made with the warmer homes strategy; if any changes have 
been made to the eligibility criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4745/13]

31/01/2013WRB02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Affordable Energy Strategy was developed by the Inter-Departmental/Agency Group on 
Affordable Energy (IDGAE) and published in November 2011 as part of the Department’s com-
mitment in the Programme for Government to help mitigate energy poverty.  The Strategy is 
key to protecting the most vulnerable in our society who may be at risk to energy poverty and 
provides a framework for building upon the many measures already in place 

There are forty-eight actions identified in the strategy that are being implemented over the 
lifetime of the report (3 years), including five priority measures: a commitment to review the 
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National Fuel Scheme in the context of examining the feasibility of aligning income supports 
with the energy efficiency and income of the home, the phased introduction of minimal thermal 
efficiency standards for rental accommodation, ensuring greater access to energy efficiency 
measures, the introduction of an area based approach and reforming the eligibility criteria for 
energy efficiency schemes.

Work is being progressed by the IDGAE on the implementation of all the actions contained 
in the strategy.  Reform of the eligibility criteria to address households in extreme energy pov-
erty (those who spend over 20% of their disposable income on energy services) was undertaken 
in 2012.  Prior to this, applicants were considered eligible for retrofit measures if they met 
defined criteria such as eligibility for the National Fuel Scheme. The IDGAE worked with 
key stakeholders to establish new eligibility criteria to target those most in need.  International 
research demonstrates that the elderly and pre-school children are most at risk.  Taking this on 
board the criteria were revised to include; Fuel Allowance recipients; Job Seeker Allowance 
recipients (for over six months and with children under 7 years of age) and; recipients of Fam-
ily Income Support.

An area-based approach was introduced in 2012 and Exchequer funding of €3 million was 
ring fenced for this purpose.   The Fuel Allowance was reviewed by the Department of Social 
Protection as part of the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in 2011 and in the context of 
the preparations for Budget 2013.  Work is on-going to collect additional data as part of the 
process to re-define categories of energy poverty and future policy initiatives will benefit from 
an improved understanding of energy poverty prevalence.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes programme is a pivotal element of the Affordable En-
ergy Strategy.  The energy efficiency measures are targeted at low income families and will 
make a lasting impact on households experiencing energy poverty.  Exchequer funding of over 
€101 million has been allocated to the programme since 2000, which has successfully deliv-
ered energy efficiency measures to 92,563 homes through a combination of community based 
organisations, private contractors and via an area based approach.  In 2012 the programme 
delivered over 12,175 energy saving measures to homes in energy poverty.  Despite the current 
economic challenges, the Government is committed to continuing to deliver energy efficiency 
measures to vulnerable households.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme has been al-
located Exchequer funding of €20 million for 2013, which is expected to result in upgrades in 
over 10,000 homes.

31/01/2013WRC00200Sale of State Assets

31/01/2013WRC0030020. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the position regarding the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4688/13]

31/01/2013WRC00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Significant progress is being made on the sale of Bord Gáis Éireann’s Energy business as part of 
the State Assets disposal programme.  NewERA is the agency with responsibility for oversight 
of the sale transaction on behalf of the Government and has appointed Barclays Bank plc as 
financial advisers to the Government with A & L Goodbody recently appointed by NewERA as 
legal advisers.  My Department is also progressing priority actions to address necessary legisla-
tive, regulatory and financial issues in relation to the disposal process.

Bord Gáis Éireann (BGÉ) also continues to prepare for the restructuring and due diligence 
process, which is required as part of the sale transaction and the company is carrying out de-
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tailed preparatory work following the appointment of RBC Capital Markets as BGÉ’s financial 
advisers and McCann FitzGerald as its legal advisers in relation to the sale.  My Department, 
in conjunction with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, NewERA and BGÉ is 
advancing the various work-streams essential to the transaction.  Dedicated Steering and Work-
ing Groups have been established with a view to commencing the sale process early this year.

31/01/2013WRC00500Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2013WRC0060021. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will outline his objectives in the context of this country’s reduction in its 
dependency on fossil fuels, with particular reference to the development of alternative sources 
of electricity generation, including wind, wave or hydro; the extent to which he expects to meet 
or exceed national and EU targets in this regard over the next ten years; if he will identify the 
extent to which the motor industry is likely to develop technology in tandem with this thereby 
reducing fuel import costs and meeting carbon reduction targets; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [4804/13]

31/01/2013WRC00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Directive 2009/28/EC known as the Renewable Energy Directive, assigns a legally binding tar-
get of 16% on Ireland for the share of renewables in energy consumption by 2020.  This target 
has to be meet across the electricity, transport and heating sectors and a minimum of 10% in the 
transport sector is required. Ireland intends to meet the target through 40% renewable electric-
ity, 10% renewable transport and 12% renewable heating, which amounts to 16% of overall 
energy consumption, commensurate with our target.

In terms of the 40% renewable electricity to be achieved by 2020, the ability to meet this is 
largely determined by the grid connection offers to renewable generators.  The grid connection 
process is vested in the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  CER published a Gate 3 
direction in December 2008, which was specifically designed with the intention of providing 
for sufficient renewable energy grid connection offers to achieve 40% renewable electricity by 
2020.  In addition, the CER published a decision on the connection of small, low carbon renew-
able generators outside the Gate process (CER 09/99.) This mechanism specifically provides 
for the ability of small anaerobic digesters, biomass CHP plants, wave and tidal devices and 
other non-wind renewable low carbon generators to connect to the grid outside of the Gate 
process by 2020.

The Gate 3 grid connection direction includes a list of specific renewable generating proj-
ects to receive grid connections.  It can be seen that the vast bulk of these are onshore wind 
developments.  Hence, wind will make up the bulk of the delivery of the 40% renewable elec-
tricity target.  In the First Progress Report on the National Renewable Energy Action Plan 
(NREAP), available on my Department’s website, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI) modelling indicated that 3,521MW of wind would be needed on the electricity grid by 
2020 in order to achieve our 40% renewable electricity target.  This is approximately a doubling 
on the current position.

In addition, the NREAP progress report modelling also forecasts other technologies con-
tributing to our 40% renewable electricity target - 274MW of biomass technologies by 2020 as 
well as 75MW of wave and tidal technology.  Hydro is expected to contribute 234MW in 2020, 
largely made up of the large hydropower stations and some smaller generators.  There are sev-
eral very small hydropower stations already operational in the REFIT schemes.  Wave and tidal 
energy is still at the RD&D stage of development, however, it is anticipated that some early 
devices will be available by 2020.  The biomass REFIT 3 scheme opened in 2012 and provides 
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for up to 310MW of biomass generated electricity.  The volume of applications received to date 
has been positive.

The target set under Directive 2009/28/EC is 16% of all energy consumption to be from re-
newable sources by 2020, up from 3.1% in 2005.  At the end of 2012, SEAI estimates that 6.4% 
of consumption was from renewable sources.  Achieving our 2020 target will be challenging, 
however I am confident that it can still be reached.  The rapid development of 2nd generation 
biofuels will be critical in terms of renewable transport, while maintaining our grid develop-
ment and grid build on track will be essential if we are to double the renewable electricity on 
our grid in the next 8 years.

In terms of transport, over the coming years, we will see an increase in the number of Elec-
tric Vehicles becoming available.  To date, in Ireland, only a very limited number of full battery 
Electric Vehicle models have been available for consumers.  I expect, possibly later this year, 
to see the introduction of Plugin Hybrid Electric Vehicles.  Plugin Hybrids use both a battery 
and an internal combustion engine to power the vehicle using two different types of technology.  
One is an advanced version of hybrid technology which has been available for some years now, 
where the vehicle is powered by the battery and the engine takes over as the power in the battery 
drops.  Unlike previous hybrids, Plugin Hybrids can be recharged by mains electricity between 
journeys thus reducing the requirement for the engine to do the same.  The other technology 
uses the engine as a backup generator so that the vehicle is constantly powered by electricity.  In 
this area, I also expect to see battery technology improve and journey ranges increase.  I would 
also expect to see vehicles developed that can run on higher blends of biofuels. Most new petrol 
vehicles can now run on blends of up to 10% biofuel with diesels capable of handling up to 7% 
biodiesel.

Another area where we will see developments is in relation to vehicles being fuelled by 
gaseous fuels, such as Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), biogas and biomethane.  Though CNG 
is a fossil fuel, it is cleaner than petrol or diesel producing between 11 and 20 per cent lower 
carbon emissions per unit of energy produced than diesel.  Biogas, which can be produced lo-
cally by anaerobic digestion of waste and plant material, can also be used in certain vehicles, 
including some which run on CNG.  Furthermore, biogas can be further processed to produce 
biomethane which can be used as a direct substitute for any Natural Gas product not only in the 
transport sector, but in the heat and electricity sectors also.  Hydrogen is another fuel which is 
being looked at by some major motor manufacturers as a fuel for the future but it is uncertain 
when this technology will become widely available.

  Question No. 22 answered with Question No. 6.

31/01/2013WRC00900Energy Resources

31/01/2013WRC0100023. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he is satisfied with the current arrangements and supports for the extraction of 
oil and gas in Ireland’s territorial waters; his plans for changes in this policy area in the coming 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4604/13]

31/01/2013WRC01100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Ireland operates a model where the State provides the 
opportunity and private industry bears the risk associated with investing in exploration activity.  
Exploration investment is encouraged through an active and targeted promotion campaign, the 
holding of regular licensing rounds and by supporting petroleum research projects that deepen 
knowledge of the petroleum potential of the Irish offshore.  Last November, I announced that 
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my Department had designed a major state-of-the-art seismic acquisition programme to provide 
a regional grid of high quality seismic data over our Atlantic frontier basins.  When complete, 
the survey will add to the understanding of the petroleum potential of our frontier basins and 
should provide a boost to our efforts to attract a greater share of mobile international explora-
tion investment to Ireland.

Maintaining an appropriate fiscal and broader regulatory regime is also a critical success 
factor.  To that end my Department will continue to work with the Commission for Energy Reg-
ulation (CER) to ensure the effective development of a new risk assessment based Petroleum 
Safety Framework in line with best industry practice.  In addition my Department is working 
with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government to streamline the 
environmental impact assessment of strategic petroleum projects.

31/01/2013WRC01200Broadband Services Provision

31/01/2013WRC0130024. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the progress being made on the national broadband plan; the extent of its impact in 
rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4735/13]

31/01/2013WRC01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses.  During the preparation of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators indicated that they expect to provide 
70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015.  The areas to be provided with 
those services will be determined by the commercial market operators.

My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
determine the exact position in relation to commercial service providers’ existing and planned 
broadband services throughout the country.  This exercise will identify where the market is ex-
pected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years and 
will therefore inform the level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas 
that need to be targeted. It will also form a critical input to an EU State Aids application in re-
spect of any intervention.  The key is to ensure that all businesses and citizens, wherever they 
are located, have a broadband connection which meets their needs to interact effectively with 
society and business in a digital environment.

The Plan also sets out a number of additional actions concerning demand stimulation, spec-
trum policy, the removal of barriers to infrastructure rollout and maximising the use of State 
assets.  Progress on the rollout of the Plan is being overseen by a High Level Group, which 
is chaired by my Department and comprises representatives from Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, OPW, 
NewERA, ComReg and Forfás.

  Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 9.

31/01/2013WRC01600Telecommunications Services Provision

31/01/2013WRC0170026. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources in view of the fact that the Government is promoting Internet and ICT and with the 
large number of persons contacting emigrants via Skype, if he will instruct ComReg to inves-
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tigate the blocking of the Skype service by a leading Irish mobile phone company (details sup-
plied).  [4593/13]

31/01/2013WRC0180035. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his view on a mobile telephone company blocking the use of Skype on its devices; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4684/13]

31/01/2013WRC01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 26 and 35 together.

I refer the Deputies to my reply to Dáil Question No. 146 of 24 January last wherein I ad-
vised that the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) had received a small 
number of consumer complaints in respect of one operator blocking Skype.  ComReg is con-
tinuing to investigate this matter.

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 16.

31/01/2013WRC02100Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2013WRC0220028. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will establish a nationwide process of dealing with wind turbine applications that 
will outline a process where the concerns of all will be addressed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4678/13]

31/01/2013WRC02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutorily independent regulator for 
the electricity and natural gas sectors in Ireland under the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 as 
amended. Supervision of the grid connection process is vested in the CER.  Aside from micro-
generation that meets specified criteria, all applications by wind generators for connection to 
the electricity network are processed through the Gate process.

The CER established the Group Processing Approach known as the ‘Gate’ process for ap-
plications for grid connections.  This means that grid connections in Ireland are processed 
in batches rather than sequentially.  Within these gates, applications are further divided into 
groups and sub-groups based on the optimal network required to connect them.  This approach 
is considered a more efficient process than dealing with applications on an individual basis 
where projects which are the subject of such applications interact with each other electrically 
and where large volumes of such applications exist.  The group processing approach allows for 
a more strategic view to be taken of network requirements and serves to put in place efficient 
connection solutions to cater for large number of applications and to ensure optimum network 
development, minimising network costs and, where possible, avoidance of network bottlenecks.

To date, CER has put in place 3 ‘Gates.’ Under Gate 1 and Gate 2, 1755MW of connection 
offers were made and accepted.  Under Gate 3, almost 4000MW of offers issued to renew-
able generators.  A Gate 3 liaison group involving EirGrid, ESB Networks, CER and industry 
representatives meets on a regular basis.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland’s latest 
estimates are that around 4,000MW of renewable generation is required on the electricity net-
work by 2020 to deliver our 40% renewable electricity target.  The total amount of renewable 
generation in the 3 Gates is well above that amount.

While the take up of Gate 3 offers is not clear at this stage, largely as a result of ongoing 
consultations on the Single Electricity Market (SEM) Committee scheduling and dispatch rules, 
even with some fall off, sufficient offers appear to have already issued to ensure that our target 
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can be achieved.  The implementation of Gate 3 requires a significant amount of grid build and 
grid upgrade, which will be challenging to achieve in the period to 2020. EirGrid’s Grid 25 im-
plementation plans are designed to augment and improve the grid in order to connect the Gate 3 
grid connection offers and to deliver on our 2020 targets.  Any decision on a future Gate for new 
wind generators would have to be considered in the context of the processes already underway.

Apart from the above, the CER published a decision in 2009 (CER 09/099) that allows for 
certain renewable, small and low carbon generators to connect to the transmission and distribu-
tion grids without going through the full rigours of the Gate process.  This includes small proj-
ects, research and development projects and those that qualify as they are deemed to provide 
benefits of a public nature that merit qualification.

31/01/2013WRC02400Broadband Services Speeds

31/01/2013WRC0250029. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason Ireland is behind other European countries in access to high speed broad-
band; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4680/13]

31/01/2013WRC02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Government has also undertaken a number 
of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where commercial operators have 
been unable to offer services.  The combination of private investment and State interventions 
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a 
basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  This is a challenge which faces all Member States and comparisons between 
Member States can be difficult as measurement metrics differ, and Member States, often experi-
ence different barriers to deployment.  The National Broadband Plan commits to ensuring that 
high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well 
in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.  Ireland is now moving to a new phase of public and 
private sector investment in broadband which will see significantly improved speeds delivered 
across the country.

As a consequence of the recent multi-band spectrum auction conducted by ComReg, new 
high speed 4G telecoms services will be rolled out by mobile operators and will significantly 
increase the speeds available across wireless platforms.  In addition, the commercial sector is 
already investing in high speed fixed line services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  
The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high speed 
services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  This will ensure 
that citizens or businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection which 
meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business in the digital environment.

31/01/2013WRD00150European Investment Bank Loans

31/01/2013WRD0020030. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will report on the potential level of European Investment Bank fund-
ing available for energy saving proposals for Irish public and private companies and the local 
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authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4595/13]

31/01/2013WRD00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The European Investment Bank (EIB) provide financial support through a number EU pro-
grammes and instruments aimed at assisting Member States in supporting EU energy efficiency 
policy implementation and initiating associated investments.  The European Energy Efficiency 
Fund (EEEF) was launched in July 2011.  This €265 million fund provides tailor-made debt and 
equity instruments to local, regional and national public authorities, and public and private enti-
ties acting on their behalf.  The EEEF aims at financing bankable projects in energy efficiency, 
renewable energy and clean urban transport through innovative instruments and in particular 
promoting the application of Energy Performance Contracts (EPC).  A technical assistance 
grant support is available for project development services (technical, financial) linked to the 
investments financed by the Fund.

Launched in 2009 under Intelligent Energy Europe, the European Local Energy Assistance 
Facility (ELENA) initiative provides technical assistance grants (of up to 90% of eligible costs) 
to local and regional authorities for development and launch of sustainable energy investments.  
It consists of four operational windows with the European Investment Bank (EIB), Germany’s 
KfW banking group, KfW, the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) and the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).  The ELENA Facility enables the financ-
ing of investments both by private and public sources and facilitates connection with financial 
instruments (such as JESSICA).  Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City 
Areas (JESSICA), is an initiative of the European Commission developed in cooperation with 
the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB). It 
supports sustainable urban development and regeneration through financial engineering mecha-
nisms.

EU Member States can choose to invest some of their EU structural fund allocations in 
revolving funds to help recycle financial resources to accelerate investment in Europe’s urban 
areas.  These financial instruments (Urban Development Funds) invest in public-private part-
nerships and other projects included in integrated plans for sustainable urban development.

The pilot phase of the EU-EIB Project Bond Initiative was established in 2012 and aims to 
revive and expand capital markets to finance large European infrastructure projects in the fields 
of transport, energy and information technology.  The scope of this pilot phase is to test the proj-
ect bond concept during the remaining period of the current multi-annual financial framework 
2007-2013.  The pilot phase of the initiative will be implemented by the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), with the objective of stimulating investment in key strategic EU infrastructure in 
transport, energy and broadband.

The breadth of the Funds available for energy efficiency projects highlights the current lack 
of traditional financing instruments for such projects.  This is as relevant in Ireland as elsewhere 
in Europe.  Budget 2013 saw the commitment of €35 million towards the creation of a domestic 
fund, on which I expect to be in a position to announce further details of in the coming weeks.

31/01/2013WRD00350Inland Fisheries Issues

31/01/2013WRD0040031. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to discuss inland fisheries during Ireland’s Presidency of the EU; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [4672/13]

31/01/2013WRD00500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
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es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): As the Deputy will be aware inland fisheries activity is based in 
“domestic waters” and interaction at EU level is limited.  Some discussion on Inland Fisher-
ies issues takes place as part of the broader Fisheries Agenda under DG Mare of the European 
Union.  Working Groups and Committees are mainly attended by colleagues in the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) as the majority of items fall within the remit of 
that Department.  Officials in my Department liaise regularly with DAFM colleagues on issues 
falling within our remit to ensure a consistent approach within the wider Fisheries discussions.  
On issues of particular importance to my Department officials from my Department and Inland 
Fisheries Ireland do and will continue to attend relevant meetings.

The international dialogue on salmon management has a broader international context and 
takes place within the remit of the regional fisheries organisation the North Atlantic Salmon 
Conservation Organisation (NASCO).  I am pleased to advise the Deputy that Ireland will be 
hosting, on behalf of the EU, the 30th annual General Meeting of the NASCO, in June 2013, 
during our EU Presidency.   While the EU is a contracting party to NASCO and Member States, 
Including Ireland attend the negotiations, the event will also involve State delegations from 
Russia, Norway, USA, Canada and Denmark in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland.  
There will also be a significant number of Inter-governmental (IGOs) and Non-governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) attending.

Work will also continue at EU level on the protection of the European Eel and in respect of 
the management of eels, the Deputy will be interested to know that, following a public consulta-
tion exercise, Ireland’s report of the status of eel under the first three years of the Eel Manage-
ment Plan was submitted to the European Commission in mid-2012.  Feedback on that from 
the Commission is awaited.  The review of eel stocks in Europe is a shared concern involving 
many countries on a pan-European basis and we await details of all European reviews to inform 
future discussions.  

31/01/2013WRD00550Offshore Exploration

31/01/2013WRD0060032. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his views on adopting the Moroccan model (details supplied) for State involvement in 
offshore exploration and extraction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4739/13]

31/01/2013WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Countries that have petroleum production use a range 
of models to obtain a financial return from their natural resources.  These models vary both in 
terms of the instruments used and in terms of the level of take which the State seeks to obtain. 
Some countries, including Morocco, use a combination of instruments, such as: State partici-
pation in licences; production royalties; along with taxation, while other countries, including 
Ireland, take an approach that is principally based on taxing profits.

Each country’s fiscal system tends to have its own individual characteristics.  While Mo-
rocco’s terms include a State share in the licence along with royalties ranging from 3.5% to 
10%, the terms also provide for an exemption from corporate tax for a ten year period from the 
commencement of production.  In determining the appropriate approach at a national level a 
range of factors must be considered, with the principal factor being the relative prospectivity 
of the area.  Directly replicating the fiscal regime of another country is unlikely to provide the 
optimum outcome.  Regard must also be had to the approach adopted by countries with whom 
we are directly competing for a share of international exploration investment.
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31/01/2013WRD00750Telecommunications Services Provision

31/01/2013WRD0080033. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the outcome of the research initiated by him in relation to potential interference that 
may be caused by the new 4G network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4764/13]

31/01/2013WRD00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The issue raised in the Deputy’s Question may arise right across the EU as 4G services are 
rolled out.  I can confirm that a group has been established by my Department to examine the 
degree to which this issue may arise in Ireland when the roll out of 4G services commences later 
in 2013.  The group comprises officials from my Department, as well as representatives from 
ComReg, the BAI, RTÉ and the mobile industry and its focus will be on assessing the potential 
for any disruption to TV signals in households that use “free to air” television and to identify 
any possible remedial measures that may be required.  The approaches being developed in other 
countries, including the UK, will be studied by the group and will help inform the approach that 
we will take in Ireland.  ComReg has already confirmed its view that any disruption that may 
arise to TV signals would be capable of being addressed by filters which are available.  It is my 
intention that an agreed joint strategy should be put in place in advance of 4G roll-out that fully 
addresses the issues around any potential disruption to consumers’ television service.

31/01/2013WRD00950Broadband Services Speeds

31/01/2013WRD0100034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the extent to which high-capacity, high-speed broadband is available throughout 
the country to the industrial, domestic, commercial, educational, financial and health service 
sectors in line with their requirements; the extent to which such services will now compete with 
those available in other EU jurisdictions; the extent to which further investment in the infra-
structure is required in order to compete with the highest standards available globally; if he has 
set specific targets in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4805/13]

31/01/2013WRD01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of national 
broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over 
a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Next Generation Broadband Taskforce, which I 
chaired, concluded that large commercial customers generally have access to the high speeds 
they require.  The Taskforce also noted that approximately one-third of all homes have access 
to speeds of 100Mbps.  Significant further Private Sector investment is also underway, which 
will mean that 50% of the population will have access to speeds of 70Mbps-100Mbps by 2015.

The Government has also undertaken a number of initiatives to bring broadband to those 
parts of the country where commercial operators have been unable to offer services, including 
the provision of 100Mbps connectivity to second level schools, MANS, the National Broad-
band Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS).  The Government, through the 
National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August last year, has recognised that the key 
imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband availability to all.  This is a challenge which 
faces all Member States and comparisons between Member States can be difficult as measure-
ment metrics differ, and Member States often experience different barriers to deployment.  The 
National Broadband Plan commits to ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are 
available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.  

Ireland is now moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in broadband 
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which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.  As a consequence 
of the recent multi-band spectrum auction conducted by ComReg, new high speed 4G telecoms 
services will be rolled out by mobile operators and will significantly increase the speeds avail-
able across wireless platforms.  In addition, the commercial sector is already investing in high 
speed fixed line services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The National Broadband 
Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high speed services are not com-
mercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  This will ensure that citizens or busi-
nesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection which meets their needs to 
interact effectively with society and business in a global digital environment.

Question No. 35 answered with Question No. 26.

31/01/2013WRD01250Offshore Exploration

31/01/2013WRD0130036. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has considered establishing a State agency dedicated to developing the oil in-
dustry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4605/13]

31/01/2013WRD01400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Ireland operates a model where the State provides the 
opportunity and private industry bears the risk associated with investing in exploration activity.  
In addition to offering regular and attractive licensing initiatives and actively promoting the 
opportunity to invest in exploration in the Irish offshore, my Department works with a range of 
other State bodies to support the conduct of effective exploration for our natural resources of 
oil and gas.  I am of the view that it would be more effective to seek to build on this cooperation 
rather than to establish a new State body resulting in significant additional public spending and 
potentially duplicating existing functions.

Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 6.

Question No. 38 answered with Question No. 9.

31/01/2013WRD01650Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

31/01/2013WRD0170039. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will specify the level of drilling in terms of width, depth and subterranean 
that is permitted if an exploratory licence for hydraulic fracturing were permitted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4675/13]

31/01/2013WRD01800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): No application has been received by my Department for a permit 
to drill an exploration well using hydraulic fracturing.  The purpose of an exploration well is to 
obtain data on a specific geological objective or objectives.  The depth of each individual well 
will, therefore, be determined by the depth of the related geological objective.  In relation to 
the diameter of exploration wells, generally each hole section is drilled using standard diameter 
drill bits to allow standard diameter casings to be run and cemented into place for wellbore sta-
bility and well control purposes.  As the diameter of each casing must be wide enough to fit the 
drill bit for the subsequent hole section, the diameter of each hole section decreases with depth.  
So, at the surface the diameter of the cased hole can typically be in the range of 20 to 30 inches, 
while at the bottom, over the geological objective, the diameter of the cased hole can typically 
be in region of 6 inches.
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The EPA has recently announced the terms of reference for the more extensive second stage 
of its research into the use of hydraulic fracturing, the final results of which are expected in 
early 2015.  I can reiterate that until there has been time to consider the outcome of this EPA 
research, no decision will be made on any proposal for the use of hydraulic fracturing in explo-
ration drilling in Ireland.

31/01/2013WRE00150Telecommunications Services Provision

31/01/2013WRE0020040. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when the rollout of the 4G network across the country will begin and the percentage 
of the population that will be provided with the service by the end of 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [4765/13]

31/01/2013WRE00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The management of the radio spectrum is a statutory function of the Commission for Communi-
cations Regulation (ComReg) under the Communications Regulation Act, 2002 as amended.  In 
November 2012 ComReg announced the results of its successful Multi-Band Spectrum Award 
(MBSA) process which resulted in a transfer of €450 million, in respect of upfront fees accrued, 
to the Exchequer on 14 December 2012.  The remainder of the total licence yield of some €855 
million will be paid on an annual basis over the duration of the terms of the licences.

As part of this process ComReg awarded spectrum rights of use across three critical bands  
- the 800Mhz, 900Mhz and 1800Mhz bands - for the period 2013 to 2030.  These spectrum 
bands are highly suitable for advanced mobile services due to their excellent propagation prop-
erties, which allow for wide area coverage and improved in-building reception.  Liberalised 
spectrum rights of use were won by the four existing Mobile Network Operators (MNOs), 
namely: Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd.; Meteor Mobile Communications Ltd.; Telefonica Ireland 
Ltd; and Vodafone Ireland Ltd.  It is a condition of a Liberalised Use Licence that a minimum 
70% population coverage obligation is to be achieved by a licensee within 3 years of its licence 
commencement date.

ComReg set out the process it has adopted for the award of rights of use for radio frequen-
cies in the 800Mhz, 900Mhz and 1800Mhz bands in its information memorandum and associ-
ated documents (ComReg document 12/52).  These documents also set out the reasons, analysis 
and other material relied upon by ComReg in support of its substantive decisions regarding the 
minimum coverage and rollout requirements for the rights of use to be granted in the award 
process.  Amongst other things, ComReg considered that actual coverage levels are expected to 
exceed a minimum 70% population obligation given the competitive nature of the market and 
the limited risk of roll-back of coverage from the current levels.

In this context, the Deputy may wish to note that the four existing mobile operators have 
achieved coverage levels exceeding those set out in their respective licences.  For example, for 
3G services, Vodafone’s coverage covers 90% of the population, 5% more than its obligation.  
Hutchison 3G, better known as “3”, covers 96% of the population, 11% more than its obliga-
tion.  O2 also covers 90.5% of the population, which is also more than its obligation.

ComReg has also advised me that coverage continues to be an important differentiator in the 
mobile telecommunications market such that any material deterioration in coverage by any one 
network would undermine that network’s attractiveness to its existing and potential custom-
ers.  It is also important to emphasise that the coverage proposals were designed to facilitate 
the possible entry of new operators in a manner that would ensure that ‘cherry picking’ of high 
density urban areas would not occur.  While the four Liberalised Use Licences of the Mobile 
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Network Operators are due to commence on 1 February 2013, the timing and extent of each of 
‘4G’ (Long Term Evolution (LTE)) network rollout is, with the exception of the above coverage 
obligation, a matter for the operators themselves.

31/01/2013WRE00350Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2013WRE0040041. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if there are regulations regarding the height of wind turbines here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4676/13]

31/01/2013WRE00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is responsible for develop-
ing planning policy and legislation.  His Department’s primary role is to provide the essential 
legislative framework and policy guidance, while seeking to minimise the regulatory burden 
and cost of the system.  That Department produces a range of guidelines under section 28 of the 
Planning and Development Acts (as amended), designed to help planning authorities, An Bord 
Pleanála, developers and the general public.  The Department of Environment issued Guidelines 
on Wind Energy Development in 2006. In carrying out their forward planning and development 
management functions, planning authorities are required to have regard to guidelines issued by 
the Department.  The Guidelines on Wind Energy Development available on the Department of 
Environment’s website (www.environ.ie) consider aspects of turbine height.

31/01/2013WRE00550Water Pollution

31/01/2013WRE0060042. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the evaluation his Department have carried out regarding the risk that the former 
gasworks site in Limerick City could have on the river Shannon; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [4689/13]

31/01/2013WRE00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I would like to advise the Deputy that this is a day to day operational matter for the company 
and not one for which I have a statutory function.  However, I have requested that Bord Gáis 
Éireann respond directly to the Deputy on the issue.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 16.

31/01/2013WRE00850Carbon Monoxide Poisoning Incidence

31/01/2013WRE0090044. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the number of incidents involving carbon monoxide in homes that were reported in the 
past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4685/13]

31/01/2013WRE01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Carbon monoxide is a colourless, odourless poisonous gas and is a common, yet preventable, 
cause of death from poisoning worldwide.  Approximately half of the deaths from unintentional 
carbon monoxide poisonings result from the inhalation of smoke from fires.  Other significant 
causes are vehicle exhausts and deaths in industrial/commercial settings.  In recent years be-
tween two and six people died each year in Ireland from unintentional carbon monoxide poi-
soning in the home, in incidents related to domestic heating or other fossil fuel installations in 
the home.



31 January 2013

701

Carbon monoxide is not just an issue for those using gas as their fuel source.  The incom-
plete combustion of organic fossil fuels such as oil, coal or wood, as well as gas, is a common 
cause of carbon monoxide formation, and is responsible for many cases of non-fatal uninten-
tional carbon monoxide poisoning.  In normal conditions, the combustion process will result in 
carbon in the fossil fuel combining with oxygen in the air to produce carbon dioxide, the same 
substance we exhale when we breathe.  However, if there is a lack of air for the combustion 
process or the heating appliance is faulty, carbon monoxide can be produced.

Approximately six incidents involving, or potentially involving, carbon monoxide gas have 
been reported in Ireland in the past 12 months.  The exact number will be known when the 
report for quarter four 2012 issues from the Commissioner for Energy Regulation (CER) next 
month.  As investigations into some of the incidents reported last year have not been concluded; 
it may not possible to determine by next month that they did indeed involve carbon monoxide.  
Given the clear need to act to prevent accidents and mitigate risks, I launched the first Carbon 
Monoxide Awareness Week on the 24 September 2012.  This involved a week which saw a sus-
tained, multi-media publicity campaign to alert people to the dangers and give them advice as 
to what they should do to be safe. The issue was widely reported on television, on national and 
local radio and in both national and local press.  

Additionally my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, has recently revised the Build-
ing Regulations so that it will become compulsory to fit approved carbon monoxide alarms to 
certain types of new building.  A lot of work has been done on the relevant standards that apply 
to these alarms, both at national and at European level.  The Gas Technical Standards Commit-
tee of the National Standards Authority of Ireland is currently working on guidance documenta-
tion to assist with proper installation of such alarms.  They also issued a special standard to fill 
the gap until the relevant European Standard can be enhanced.

I should also highlight the commendable work done by the gas industry to raise safety stan-
dards and participate in the establishment of a register of approved gas installers.  This has been 
a hugely important development in improving quality control in gas matters, including reducing 
the risk posed by carbon monoxide in gas installations.  This “joined-up” approach to matters 
relating to carbon monoxide can be well demonstrated by the specific campaign last year to 
warn the public about gas cookers which could be operated in an unsafe manner, creating a 
carbon monoxide hazard.  Industry, government, regulator, standards authority and the National 
Consumer Agency all acted together to identify and promote the risks and the solutions to con-
sumers.  As a result, very many potentially dangerous appliances were identified and made safe.  
Finally, I assure the Deputy that I take this matter very seriously, and that I intend to launch this 
year’s Carbon Monoxide Week after the summer.  

31/01/2013WRE01050Bullying of Children

31/01/2013WRE0110045. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the role he can play in cyberbullying; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4742/13]

31/01/2013WRE01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Office of Internet Safety has been established by the Government to take lead responsibility 
for Internet safety in Ireland, particularly as it relates to children.  This Office operates under the 
aegis of the Minister for Justice and Equality.  The Office also aims at building linkages and co-
hesion between all Departments and Agencies to ensure that the State provides the best possible 
protection for the community and promotes Internet safety.  I also understand the Department 
of Education and Skills has just recently published an action plan on addressing certain cyber 
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issues, including specific measures on cyber-bullying.  I welcome this initiative and hope that 
this will assist in addressing the challenges associated with cyber bullying.

My Department has developed a website called www.makeITsecure.ie to promote best prac-
tice in relation to many issues arising from the use of the Internet.  This campaign, which was 
developed with industry, does provide some information in relation to use of ICT by children.  
The Department has also engaged in a number of EU initiatives on this subject, including 
Council Conclusions on the protection of children in the digital world in 2011, and continues 
to play an important role in discussions in the Council of Europe.  While my Department does 
not lead on the specific issue of cyber bullying, it is available to assist in any initiative taken 
forward by the other Departments and continues to engage across all Departments in issues 
relating to the use of the Internet and ICT generally.  

31/01/2013WRE01250Energy Prices

31/01/2013WRE0130046. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way he is making energy more affordable; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4748/13]

31/01/2013WRE01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have no statutory function in the setting of gas or electricity prices, whether in the regulated or 
non-regulated parts of these markets.  Responsibility for the regulation of the retail electricity 
market is a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent 
statutory body.  Since 4 April 2011 prices in the electricity retail market have been fully deregu-
lated and business and domestic customers can as a result avail of competitive offerings from a 
number of electricity supply companies.  Price setting by electricity suppliers is a commercial 
and operational matter for the companies operating in the retail market.

With regard to the regulation of gas prices the position is that up until 1 October 2011 the 
CER regulated Bord Gáis Energy tariffs for its residential and smaller business customers but 
price regulation for the latter group ended at that point.  The CER still regulates the Bord Gáis 
Energy tariffs for its residential customers.  The timing for complete deregulation of the resi-
dential segment of the gas market, as has taken place in the electricity market, is an issue under 
active review by the CER.  In making its decision on gas tariffs, the CER takes account of the 
need to protect consumers from unnecessary price increases by ensuring that only reasonable 
legitimate costs are recovered by BGE.  Full deregulation leading to further competition will 
keep downward pressure on prices for consumers. 

The Government is most concerned at the impact of higher energy prices on residential 
and commercial consumers.  It is the case however, that Ireland in the main, is at the mercy of 
international fossil fuel prices which dictate the retail price of electricity and gas, which is the 
key factor in the retail price of both electricity and gas. In particular, Ireland is a price taker for 
gas. My focus is on those elements of energy costs over which policy can exercise some con-
trol.  The long term policy responses for Ireland to combat vulnerability to high and volatile gas 
prices continue to be increasing the use of renewables, better energy efficiencies and reducing 
the reliance on gas in the fuel mix.

Implementation of the measures set out in the Government’s Affordable Energy Strategy is 
also key to protecting the interests of vulnerable customers.  The Affordable Energy Strategy 
was published in November 2011 and developed by the Inter-Departmental/Agency Group on 
Affordable Energy (IDGAE) as part of the Department’s commitment in the Programme for 
Government to help mitigate energy poverty.  There are forty-eight actions identified in the 
strategy to be implemented over the lifetime of the report (3 years).  Five priority measures are 
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identified including: a commitment to review the National Fuel Scheme in the context of exam-
ining the feasibility of aligning income supports with the energy efficiency and income of the 
home; the phased introduction of minimal thermal efficiency standards for rental accommoda-
tion; ensuring greater access to energy efficiency measures; reforming the eligibility criteria for 
energy efficiency schemes; and the introduction of an area based approach.

The Affordable Energy Strategy provides a framework for building upon the many measures 
already in place to protect households at risk from the effects of energy poverty, which include 
the thermal efficiency based measures delivered through the Better Energy Warmer Homes 
programme.  Exchequer funding of over €101 million has been allocated to the programme 
since 2000 and has successfully delivered energy efficiency measures to 92,563 homes through 
a combination of community based organisations, private contractors and via an area-based ap-
proach. The Government will continue to support the delivery of energy efficiency measures to 
vulnerable households in 2013.  Better Energy Warmer Homes has been allocated €20 million 
for this purpose.

There are also a number of avenues open to consumers to try to mitigate rising electricity 
prices and measures are also in place to assist them.  Accordingly, consumers can, and should, 
shop around to get the best possible price and service deal from suppliers, and switch supplier 
if necessary, bearing in mind that all suppliers can and do offer competitive prices and products.  
Consumers can also take steps to improve the efficiency of their electricity usage which delivers 
demonstrable savings, including availing of Government funded measures as already referred 
to above.  The CER is also working with energy suppliers to ensure that vulnerable customers 
are protected through, inter alia, the installation of Pay As You Go meters.

31/01/2013WRE01450Petroleum and Gas Exploration

31/01/2013WRE0150047. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his plans for the implementation of recommendations in the Report on Off-
shore Oil and Gas Exploration here in relation to the licensing and tax terms for oil and gas 
exploration; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4598/13]

31/01/2013WRE01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As I indicated previously I welcome the publication by the former Joint Committee on Commu-
nications, Natural Resources and Agriculture of its report on Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration. 
This report will contribute to the debate on how best to maximise the benefits to Ireland from 
the exploration and production of our indigenous oil and gas resources. I have already had the 
opportunity to discuss the report in the Seanad and I look forward to discussing the report in the 
Dáil in the coming months.

  Questions Nos. 48 and 49 answered with Question No. 12.

31/01/2013WRF00150Broadband Services Provision

31/01/2013WRF0020050. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he is concerned about the number of small businesses that do not have access 
to broadband; the actions that are being taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55450/12]

31/01/2013WRF00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
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tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Government has also undertaken a number 
of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where commercial operators have 
been unable to offer services.  The combination of private investment and State interventions 
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having 
a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.  The Government, through the Na-
tional Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August last year, has recognised that the key 
imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband availability to all.  The Plan commits to high 
speed broadband availability across the country by ensuring that high speed services of at least 
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target 
date of 2020.  

Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in 
broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the coun-
try. The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high 
speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  This will 
ensure that citizens and businesses, including small businesses, wherever they are located, have 
a broadband connection which meets their needs to interact effectively with society and busi-
ness in a digital environment.   Implementation of the National Broadband Plan will be com-
plemented by the National Digital Strategy to enhance digital adoption which I will publish 
shortly.  The first phase of the National Digital Strategy will target the small enterprise and the 
SME sector generally where the current level of online presence may be hindering the sector 
from availing fully of trading opportunities. SMEs with a strong web presence have been shown 
internationally to grow twice as quickly, export twice as much and create twice as many jobs as 
those who have a minimal web presence. 

31/01/2013WRF00350United Nations Conventions

31/01/2013WRF0040051. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the process behind the adoption of the UN’s Convention on the Law of the Sea’s 200 
mile economic exclusive zone into Irish law; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[4845/13]

31/01/2013WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Under 
Part V of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea all coastal states are en-
titled to claim an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).  The EEZ is that body of water lying beyond 
the outer limit of a state’s 12 mile territorial sea which may extend to a maximum distance of 
200 miles from shore, subject only to the same rights of its neighbours.  The EEZ represents 
a compromise reached in the long negotiations on the 1982 Convention between those states 
that wished to extend their territorial seas out to 200 miles and those that wished to maintain 
the freedoms of the high seas that then applied in these waters.  Although no state is obliged 
to claim an EEZ, agreement on the EEZ regime allowed coastal states to extend their 12 mile 
exclusive fisheries zones out to 200 miles.  Within the EEZ they also have rights and duties in 
relation to the protection of the marine environment, production of energy from water and wind, 
and the conduct of marine scientific research should they seek to exercise them.  The recovery 
of oil and gas from the seabed, however, is governed by the separate legal regime of the conti-
nental shelf.   

Following international agreement on EEZ rules during the law of the sea negotiations in 
the 1970s, initially Ireland decided to exercise its rights and duties in respect of fisheries only 
and so declared a 200 mile Exclusive Fisheries Zone in 1977.  Responsibility for protection of 
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the marine environment was extended to 200 miles in 1999 and a full EEZ was established by 
section 87 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006.  The United Kingdom en-
acted legislation in 2009 enabling the creation of a British EEZ and the two sides are currently 
in discussions to settle the boundaries between the British and Irish EEZs.

31/01/2013WRF00550Disaster Response

31/01/2013WRF0060052. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the work of a non profit organisation (details supplied) work-
ing in the area of disaster response; his views on meeting the founders of the organisation to 
discuss their work and the way that he will support it; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [4832/13]

31/01/2013WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade through Irish Aid has been in communication 
with the founders of the organisation referred by the Deputy on a number of occasions since 
August 2012. 

In my own correspondence with the organisation, I have acknowledged the importance of 
strengthening access to ICT infrastructure in the immediate aftermath of natural disasters.  The 
organisation specifically sought support to attend a disaster response learning exercise in Cali-
fornia, but the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade was not in a position at that time to 
allocate such financial support.  

I have also outlined for the organisation some of Irish Aid’s existing engagement in this area 
of work.  In particular, I noted that Irish Aid’s Rapid Response Initiative already works closely 
with the United Nations agencies through the Standby-Partnership Programme and Emergen-
cy Telecommunications Cluster to support the UN in providing information management and 
communications systems in disaster settings. Under the Rapid Response Initiative, since 2007, 
ICT specialists have been deployed to a number of humanitarian crises, including those in Haiti, 
the Philippines, Sudan, Cameroon, Kenya and Mali.

Earlier this week, officials from Irish Aid met with the founder of the organisation to discuss 
its work and the humanitarian approach of Irish Aid. The meeting allowed officials to provide 
advice and contacts for the organisation which I believe will prove very useful.

31/01/2013WRF00750EU Enlargement

31/01/2013WRF0080053. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to advance the accession application of Bosnia during the Irish Presidency of the EU; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4838/13]

31/01/2013WRF00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): EU 
enlargement is a priority for the Irish Presidency, and we will work to facilitate and advance 
the process for all candidates and prospective candidates. This commitment was demonstrat-
ed earlier this month when my colleague the Minister of State for European Affairs, Lucinda 
Creighton T.D., hosted representatives of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well 
as representatives from other candidate and potential candidate countries, in Dublin for discus-
sions on the EU and the enlargement process.    Ireland fully supports Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na’s EU perspective. It should be recognised, however, that the accession process is based on 
conditionality. The reforms required in order for Bosnia and Herzegovina to submit a credible 
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EU membership application are laid out in the roadmap agreed at the High Level Accession 
Dialogue with the EU in June 2012. These include reaching political agreement on changing 
the Constitution in line with the Sejdic-Finci ruling of the European Court of Human Rights, 
the establishment of an effective coordination mechanism for engagement with the EU, and 
reforms in the areas of justice and the rule of law. 

Unfortunately the targets and deadlines of the roadmap have not been met. The lack of 
progress in Bosnia and Herzegovina in implementing reforms, especially when compared with 
its neighbours, is a matter for real concern. As a supporter of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s EU 
perspective, I would urge the government, political leaders and citizens of that country to work 
together to reinvigorate the reform process. 

The Irish Presidency does not have a direct role to play in the EU’s relationship with Bosnia 
and Herzegovina - this is now the responsibility of High Representative Ashton and the Euro-
pean External Action Service – but we will do everything in our power to encourage movement 
on the country’s path to EU integration. However, we must recognise that while we can encour-
age political leaders to continue their efforts; the EU cannot impose a solution. It is ultimately 
up to the Government and the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina to work to implement reforms 
and achieve the necessary progress for the country to realise the next steps on its EU path. 

31/01/2013WRF00950Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRF0100054. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his 
Department that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been 
unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill 
such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4860/13]

31/01/2013WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
are no state agencies or bodies operating under the aegis of my Department.  Set out as follows 
are the details of one advisory committee and one commission which operate under the auspices 
of my Department that have vacancies.

Emigrant Services Advisory Committee (previously known as the Dion Committee)

The primary role of Emigrant Services Advisory Committee (ESAC) is to advise the Tánaiste 
on the allocation of grants to Irish community organisations in Britain under the Emigrant 
Support Programme. The Committee consists of thirteen members, including two officers 
from our Embassy in London who act as Chair and Secretary to the Committee. The mem-
bers, who were appointed following consultation with our Embassy in London and the Irish 
Abroad Unit of the Department, were appointed for a two year period which expired on 31 
December 2012.  The constitution of the Committee for the 2013/2014 period is now being 
considered by the Tánaiste.

The Board of the Ireland - United States Commission for Educational Exchange (the 
Fulbright Commission)  

The Fulbright Commission has a unique status in that it was established pursuant to an in-
ternational agreement, is funded jointly with the US Government and is therefore not a body 
solely under the aegis of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Under the Educational Exchange (Ireland and the USA) Act 1991, the Commission consists 
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of 8 members, of whom the legislation specifies four should be Irish citizens appointed by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and four should be citizens of the US and appointed by the US 
Ambassador.  Two vacancies on the Board arose in December 2012, one in November 2012 and 
one in May 2011.  The process to nominate the four Irish members is at an advanced stage and 
should be completed by early February. The Commission has autonomy of management and 
administration under the Statute. 

31/01/2013WRF01150Trade Agreements

31/01/2013WRF0120055. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to advance the negotiations on a EU/United States trade agreement particularly in 
view of Prime Minister Cameron’s recent remarks on British membership of the European 
Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4994/13]

31/01/2013WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
EU and the US are two of the world’s largest trading blocs and already have very strong trad-
ing and investment ties with each other.  The joint EU-US High Level Group on Jobs and 
Growth, set up following the last EU-US Summit in November 2011, was tasked with identify-
ing policies and measures to increase EU-US trade and investment including a possible Trade 
and Investment Agreement to support mutually beneficial job creation, economic growth, and 
international competitiveness.  That High Level Group is due to issue its final report in the near 
future.  As EU Presidency, we will prioritise advancing the recommendations put forward in 
that report.   The jobs and growth agenda is a priority of Ireland’s EU Presidency and the poten-
tial stimulus to trade, growth and employment in both the EU and the US that would arise from 
such an Agreement represents an important opportunity that should not be missed.

31/01/2013WRF01350Overseas Development Aid Provision

31/01/2013WRF0140056. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on a recent report in relation to expenditure under his Department’s overseas devel-
opment aid (details supplied); if he is satisfied that all expenditure incurred was necessary and 
provided good value for this expenditure from the Exchequer; if he is satisfied that the existing 
methods of monitoring expenditure on such programmes on an ongoing basis are adequate; his 
plans to review such monitoring of expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5008/13]

31/01/2013WRF01500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Last year, the Government provided a total of €639 million in official development assis-
tance, €514 of which was managed by Irish Aid in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
under t Vote 27 (International Cooperation).  This covered all funding for the Government’s aid 
programme, including the long term programmes of strategic assistance in Irish Aid’s nine pro-
gramme countries, administered by our diplomatic missions in those countries. The newspaper 
report referred to by the Deputy relates to information released by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade in response to a request under the Freedom of Information Act.  This set out 
all individual items of expenditure over €500 under Vote 27 in relation to grants to aid recipients 
and payments for goods and services in the nine programme countries during 2012.

The Department has in place comprehensive systems and procedures to control and account 
for expenditure and to ensure the efficient and effective use of resources.  It operates rigorous 
systems for planning, monitoring, evaluating and auditing all funding provided for under the 
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aid programme.  Programmes are closely monitored at mission level and at headquarters to en-
sure that they deliver the intended results, in line with our objectives in contributing to the fight 
against poverty and hunger in some of the poorest countries and communities in the world.  A 
comprehensive system of internal audit is in place, with an independent audit committee, which 
reports directly to the Secretary General of the Department.  All expenditure is subject to audit 
by the Department’s Evaluation and Audit Unit, and is also audited annually by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General.

Our development programme operates with what by international standards is a very mod-
est administrative overhead.  Administrative expenditure incurred at mission level is set at a 
prudent level, and overseen by the Head of Mission. It is subject to strong budgetary and finan-
cial control.  Expenditure on goods and services above a threshold of €5000 is subject to the De-
partment’s tendering procedures, in accordance with national and EU procurement regulations.  

I expect funding provided under the aid programme to be used for the purposes intended.  I 
know that all those working to deliver Ireland’s aid programme are committed to making the 
strongest possible contribution, on behalf of the Irish people, to the fight against poverty and 
hunger, and that they will continue to monitor all items of expenditure under the programme 
on this basis.

31/01/2013WRF01550Undocumented Irish in the USA

31/01/2013WRF0160057. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress that has been made in discussions with the USA authorities regarding the undocu-
mented Irish in that country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5049/13]

31/01/2013WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
welfare of the Irish abroad in general and especially the position of undocumented Irish immi-
grants in the United States remains an important priority for the Government.   A resolution of 
the situation for undocumented Irish migrants will continue to be pursued by the Government in 
our ongoing contacts with the US Administration and Congress.  The advice of Ireland’s friends 
and contacts within the US Administration and Congress has long been that comprehensive 
reform of the US immigration system and procedures is likely to be the only manner by which 
such a resolution can be achieved.  The prospects for such reform would appear to have ad-
vanced in the wake of President Obama’s re-election. The emphasis he placed on immigration 
reform in his inauguration address as well as his subsequent speech on the issue on 29 January 
sent a very positive signal in this regard. The indications of emerging bipartisan support for 
reform in Congress are also encouraging.

Through our Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American community 
representatives, our contacts with the US Administration and Congress continue with a view to 
ensuring that the interests and concerns of undocumented Irish immigrants are captured in any 
future legislative deal in this area that emerges.  In this regard, I raised the issue with Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton during our bilateral meeting on 6 December last and recalled our strong 
support for comprehensive immigration legislation and the passage of E3 visas for Irish citi-
zens.   The Taoiseach also discussed immigration reform when he spoke with President Obama 
to congratulate him on his re-election.

Much further debate and discussion is likely to be required within the US political system 
as to what any future legislative deal might comprise. It is therefore not possible at this stage 
to identify an exact timescale in which these may become clear but the area will continue to 
receive the Government’s close attention over the period ahead.
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31/01/2013WRF01750Tax Rebates

31/01/2013WRF0180058. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance if a cohabiting couple are en-
titled to a tax rebate if one member is receiving a welfare payment that is reduced as a result of 
the other’s means; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4844/13]

31/01/2013WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Cohabiting couples are not recognised 
for the purposes of income tax law and are treated as separate and unconnected individuals.  
The social welfare circumstances of one partner have no bearing on the tax position of the other.

31/01/2013WRF01950EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

31/01/2013WRF0200059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when he received a paper from 
the Troika on options for Ireland’s exit from the Troika programme.  [4823/13]

31/01/2013WRF0210060. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will make public any pa-
per he received from the Troika on options for Ireland’s exit from the programme.  [4824/13]

31/01/2013WRF0220061. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of options that have 
been presented to him by the troika regarding Ireland’s exit from the programme; and if he will 
state the options that were presented.  [4825/13]

31/01/2013WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 to 
61, inclusive, together.   

Following the eighth review mission in October 2012 the EU/IMF delegation proposed to 
supply a document outlining certain options concerning Ireland’s exit from the Programme of 
Financial Support. My Department has received a technical document which will form the basis 
of the discussions during the current 9th review mission. 

As the Deputy will be aware the ninth review mission started on 29th January. Each review 
mission involves a large number of technical meetings which are attended by officials from 
my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform and when appropriate from 
other Departments, the Central Bank and the NTMA. A wide range of topics are covered at 
these meetings, including financial reforms, structural reforms, economic developments and 
the progress of the Programme itself. Technical discussions on Ireland’s exit strategy will form 
part of the discussions during the review mission and following the discussions a position will 
be developed thereafter. It is not the practice to publish confidential working papers related to 
the review mission.

31/01/2013WRG00200Property Taxation Application

31/01/2013WRG0030062. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the Revenue Commis-
sioners intend to write to homeowners in relation to the local property tax; the number of letters 
expected to be issued; if the letters will provide an indicative valuation of the property for the 
homeowner; if a homeowner is immune from any further action by Revenue if the homeowner 
accepts the valuation placed on the property by Revenue; if he will provide details of the way 
Revenue will arrive at the indicative valuation of each individual property; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4851/13]

31/01/2013WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The legislation governing Local Proper-
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ty Tax (LPT) is contained in Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 and was signed into law by 
the President on 26 December 2012.  The Act sets out how the tax is to be administered, how a 
residential property is to be valued for LPT purposes and provides for the making of a Revenue 
Estimate.   I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they are compiling a comprehen-
sive Register of residential properties in the State that will be used to correspond with all prop-
erty owners.  Based on Census 2011 data, produced by the Central Statistics Office, there are an 
estimated 1.99 million residential dwellings in the State.  Revenue is currently refining the LPT 
Register to identify those properties owned by local authorities and approved housing bodies 
and will liaise directly with these organisations in respect of LPT arising on these properties.  I 
am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that some individuals and companies will 
receive their LPT return electronically via the Revenue Online Service (ROS).  Accordingly, the 
number of paper returns expected to issue to owners of residential properties will be confirmed 
over the coming weeks, but is expected to be of the order of 1.6 million.  This general issue of 
paper LPT returns to property owners will commence in March 2013.  

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that LPT is a self-assessment tax so 
in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or 
her assessment of the chargeable value of the property.   I would like to clarify that the Revenue 
Commissioners will not be involved, as a matter of routine, in valuing properties. However, I 
am advised that they are actively preparing valuation guidance which, taken together with a li-
able person’s own knowledge of their property, will assist them in assessing its value and that 
these will be made available as soon as possible. The guidance will include drawing property 
owners’ attention to the publicly available PSRA property price register which includes some 
62,000 of reasonably recent property prices, and a method to help property owners establish 
average/indicative values for properties in different locations. As I have previously advised the 
House, where the Revenue guidance is used in an honest manner, the property valuation will not 
be challenged by Revenue in accordance with its normal Customer Service Charter.  

As part of the general issue of LPT returns by Revenue, property owners will also receive an 
information booklet and a Revenue Estimate of LPT.  The Revenue Estimate is not based on a 
valuation of each owner’s individual property nor should it be regarded as an accurate calcula-
tion of the amount of LPT that they should pay.  Once the property owner meets their obliga-
tions by valuing their property, submitting their return and advising Revenue of their payment 
method within the relevant time limits, the Revenue Estimate of LPT notified to them is no 
longer relevant. On the other hand, where a property owner does not submit an LPT return by 
the due date, the LPT legislation provides that Revenue can enforce collection of the Revenue 
Estimate.  If a property owner pays the Revenue Estimate instead of submitting their LPT return 
they will not be immune from further action.  The property owner is still required to submit a 
self-assessed LPT return.

31/01/2013WRG00500Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRG0060063. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his Department that have vacancies 
on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the number of vacan-
cies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies that have been 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4859/13]

31/01/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table is the response to 
the Deputy’s question.  
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Name of Body No of vacancies and date 
vacancy arose

No of advertised vacancies No of applications 
received 

Central Bank Commission 1 vacancy (31st Dec 2011) Expressions of interest 
sought

Approximately 19

National Treasury Management 
Agency Advisory Committee

Three vacancies
1 from 01 May 2012
2 from 01 Jan 2012

Expressions of interest were 
sought for these vacancies

One expression of 
interest received

National Pensions Reserve Fund 
Commission

One vacancy from 18 January 
2013

The vacancy has not yet 
been advertised

-

National Development Finance 
Agency Board 

Three vacancies
01 January 2013

Expressions of interest were 
sought for these vacancies

Five expressions of 
interest have been 
received

State Claims Agency Policy Com-
mittee

One vacancy from 01 January 
2013

Position held by representa-
tive from Department of 
Health, which has been the 
practice since the committee 
was established

31/01/2013WRG00800Fuel Rebate Scheme

31/01/2013WRG0090064. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider an excise 
rebate on diesel for passenger transport companies; if he will confirm that this may be required 
under EU law in view of the fact that it is proposed to introduce an excise rebate in diesel; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4871/13]

31/01/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The proposal to introduce an auto-diesel 
excise duty relief for licensed road hauliers that I announced in the Budget is confined to li-
censed and tax compliant hauliers.  However, I have received a number of submissions from, 
and on behalf of, private coach operators seeking to have this relief extended to them. I will 
consider these proposals and the level of the rebate in the context of the Finance Bill.  It is worth 
noting that one of key arguments for introducing a rebate for the haulage industry is the fact 
that a large quantity of fuel purchased by this industry is purchased abroad thus generating no 
tax revenue for the State.  A rebate should encourage hauliers to start purchasing their fuel in 
Ireland thus offsetting some of the costs involved. Such an argument does not exist for the most 
part for the coach industry. 

The fuel rebate scheme proposed is governed by the terms of Council Directive 2003/96/
EC of 27 October 2003 which limits its application to auto diesel used in defined categories of 
road vehicles.  I will be informing the European Commission of the rebate measure once it is 
introduced.

31/01/2013WRG01100Tax Collection

31/01/2013WRG0120065. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of public servants 
earning €100,000 per year or more; the number of private sector workers earning €100,00 or 
more; and the total tax take for this range of persons. [4879/13]

31/01/2013WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the latest relevant sector-based information available on income earners in the 
tax system is derived from income tax returns filed for the income tax year 2010 and represents 
about 95 per cent of all returns expected at the time the data was compiled for analytical pur-
poses.  The data relating to the public sector includes individuals in receipt of various forms of 
income from public sources that would not normally be regarded as constituting employment 
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within the public service, e.g. those receiving fees, those on State Boards etc. On the basis of the 
available tax-based data it is not possible to identify and exclude income from public sources to 
groups that would not normally be regarded as employed within the public service or to distin-
guish the earnings of employees associated with typical work patterns.

On this basis, the total numbers of public sector income earners and private sector income 
earners, including self-employed earners, who had earnings in excess of €100,000 in the tax 
year 2010, are 12,500 and 86,900 respectively. Their liability to income tax was approximately 
€410 million and €4,075 million respectively.  A married couple which has elected or has been 
deemed to have elected for joint assessment is counted as one tax unit.

31/01/2013WRG01400Tax Yield

31/01/2013WRG0150066. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the level of taxation that has 
been generated by the sale of tobacco products each year since 2008; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4880/13]

31/01/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the yield from Tobacco Products Tax and estimated VAT on tobacco products for 
the years 2008 to 2012 is as follows:

Year Tobacco Products Tax VAT
€m €m

2008 1,170 327
2009 1,216 314
2010 1,159 335
2011 1,126 302
2012 1,113 310

It should be noted that the 2012 figure for Tobacco Products Tax is provisional at this time 
and is subject to change.  Please note that the Value Added Tax receipts are estimated, as the 
VAT returns do not require the yield from a particular sector or sub-sector of trade to be identi-
fied.

31/01/2013WRG01700Pension Provisions

31/01/2013WRG0180067. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reducing the 
pension levy on occupational and pension fund assets imposed on an organisation (details sup-
plied) in view of the fact that the fund trustees have decided to recover the cost of the levy from 
pensioners themselves by 0.6%; if there are any exceptions to the pension levy; to whom those 
might apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4917/13]

31/01/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The pension fund levy applies at a rate 
of 0.6% per annum to the market value, on the valuation date, of assets under management in 
pension funds and pension plans approved under Irish tax legislation.   The levy will operate for 
a period of 4 years only (2011 to 2014) and the legislative provisions giving effect to the levy 
(section 4 of Finance (No 2) Act 2011) were specifically drafted to reflect this. I confirmed in 
my Budget 2013 Speech that the levy will not be renewed after 2014.

The moneys raised from the pension fund levy are being used to pay for the Government’s 
Jobs Initiative introduced in May 2011. The measures introduced as part of the Jobs Initia-
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tive   include a new 9% VAT rate on certain activities, the halving of the lower rate of PRSI 
and small amounts of additional current and capital expenditure.  The implementation of a jobs 
and growth strategy is a key priority of the Government. The measures announced in the Jobs 
Initiative   are aimed at assisting in employment generation – providing opportunities for those 
who are out of work, to restore public morale and confidence in the economy and encourage 
spending by consumers.

The chargeable persons for the levy are the trustees or other persons (including insurance 
companies) with responsibility for the management of the assets of the pension schemes or 
plans. The payment of the levy is treated as a necessary expense of a pension scheme and the 
trustees or insurer, as appropriate, are entitled, where they decide to do so, to adjust current or 
prospective benefits payable under a scheme to take account of the levy. It is up to the trustees to 
decide whether and how the levy should be passed on and who should be impacted and to what 
extent, given the particular circumstances of the pension schemes for which they are respon-
sible. I cannot intervene in this process in respect of the pension fund referred to in the details 
supplied with the question or other pension funds.  However, the legislation also includes safe-
guards aimed at ensuring that benefits payable, either currently or prospectively to any member, 
are adjusted in such a way that the reduction in value of those benefits shall not exceed 0.6% of 
the market value of the assets accounting for the scheme’s liabilities to that member.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that there are two exceptions to the require-
ment to pay the levy provided for in the governing legislation (section 125B of the Stamp 
Duties Consolidation Act 1999).  The first exception provides that the levy will not apply to 
the assets of occupational pension schemes in respect of employees whose employment is or 
was wholly exercised outside the State. In other words the levy does not apply to the extent 
that a pension scheme is intended to provide retirement benefits outside the State.  The second 
exception provides that the levy will not apply where the trustees of a scheme have passed a 
resolution to wind-up the scheme and where the business in respect of which the scheme was 
established is insolvent.

I am conscious of the concerns of pension scheme members about the impact of a levy in 
circumstances where the pensions sector, in common with other sectors in our economy and 
society, is finding the current economic and financial environment very challenging.  However, 
much of the value of pension funds is attributable to the rolled up value of generous tax reliefs 
that pension savings have historically been granted and continue to receive. The purpose of the 
levy is to improve the economic environment by providing the means to encourage job creation 
in areas of our economy most likely to deliver that employment quickly.

31/01/2013WRG02000Property Taxation Application

31/01/2013WRG0210068. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will make provision 
to allow local authorities to classify the way estates are part of the forthcoming local property 
tax and if he will allow the classifications to be approved by the elected members on the rec-
ommendation of the city or county manager; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[4923/13]

31/01/2013WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the Deputy is asking 
about the process by which residential estates are classified as ‘unfinished estates’ for the pur-
pose of exemption from the Local Property Tax. The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
sets out in detail how the tax is to be administered and provides how a residential property is to 
be valued for LPT purposes.  The Act also provides for a number of specific exemptions from 
the charge.
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An exemption will apply to unfinished housing estates as prescribed by the Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government.  In determining whether an unfinished 
housing estate should be prescribed, the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government must satisfy himself or herself that the development in question is incomplete to 
a substantial extent.  Examples of the criteria that the Minister for the Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government should take into account in such a determination include the state 
of completion of roads, footpaths, lighting facilities, water and sewerage facilities within the 
development as well as compliance with the terms of any planning permission applicable to the 
development and the extent to which roads, open spaces, car parks, sewers, water mains, drains 
or other public facilities in the development have been taken in charge by the local authority 
concerned.  These criteria are set out in section 10 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012.

Properties will not be regarded as relevant residential properties for the purposes of the lo-
cal property tax, and will not be subject to the local property tax so long as they remain on the 
prescribed list of unfinished housing estates.  There are no plans to devolve responsibility for 
compilation of the prescribed list from the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to local authorities.  However, elected members may make recommendations on 
the matter at any time to city or county managers or directly to the Minister.  

31/01/2013WRG02300Redundancy Payments

31/01/2013WRG0240069. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding redundancy 
payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4934/13]

31/01/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The person in question is a civil servant, 
and as the Deputy will be aware in the context of the Civil Service Code of Standards and Be-
haviour, canvassing on behalf of civil servants is not appropriate.  I am advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that retirement benefits are being processed in accordance with the terms of the 
Superannuation Scheme for Civil Servants.

31/01/2013WRH00150IBRC Investigations

31/01/2013WRH0020070. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the final cost of the wind-
ing up of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4978/13]

31/01/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): IBRC provides details of their outstand-
ing liabilities in their published accounts.  This cumulative figure amounted to €50.4bn at 30 
June 2012 including €45.2bn representing sale and repurchase agreements with banks and cen-
tral banks.  This amount will have to be repaid over time, mainly from annual instalments on 
the Promissory Notes.  The realisable value on the remaining IBRC loan book (€15.6bn at 30 
June 2012) will also be used to reduce this liability over time.  The amount of money required 
by IBRC to repay total liabilities (including these sale and repurchase agreements) is subject 
to material uncertainty and market factors which include: the expected timing of asset recover-
ies and sales (themselves dependant on property prices, especially in the UK and Ireland); the 
volume and timing of maturing funding commitments and deposits; and projected interest rates 
within the Eurozone.

The bank’s policy is that, due to the commercially sensitive nature of such information 
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as noted above combined with the many external variables involved, it does not issue formal 
projections.  However, as you may be aware, the Chairman of IBRC stated at the Oireach-
tas Committee for Finance and Public Expenditure that he hopes the final bill for Anglo Irish 
Bank, “will come nearer to €25 billion.than the €29 billion to €34 billion figure”, previously 
announced.  The bank remains of the view that there will be a small return to the State at full 
resolution, given the assumptions currently being used.   I do not see how the comments made 
by the Chief Executive of the NTMA made at his recent appearance before the same Committee 
on the likely cost of the winding up of IBRC are inconsistent with these statements.

31/01/2013WRH00350National Pensions Reserve Fund Plans

31/01/2013WRH0040071. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current value of the 
discretionary portfolio held by the National Pension Reserve Fund; his plans for these assets; 
the timetable he envisages for their investment in the domestic economy; the range of new as-
sets in which he envisages the NPRF investing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[4979/13]

31/01/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency, as Manager of the National Pensions Reserve Fund, that as at 31 Decem-
ber 2012 the Fund’s total value stood at €14.7 billion, of which the Discretionary Portfolio com-
prises €6.1 billion.  The Government announced the establishment of the Strategic Investment 
Fund (SIF) in September 2011.  The purpose of the SIF is to channel commercial investment 
from the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) towards productive investment in the Irish 
economy.  As well as funding from the NPRF, the SIF will seek matching commercial invest-
ment from private investors and target investment in areas of strategic significance to the future 
of the Irish economy.  Sectors identified as being areas of importance to the Irish economy 
include infrastructure, water, financing for SMEs and venture capital.

The objective therefore, is to refocus investment in Ireland, supporting economic growth 
and employment.  A business plan is being developed which will address the sectors and range 
of assets to be considered for investment.  Within its existing statutory investment policy and in 
line with the SIF announcement, the NPRF has undertaken a number of investments and initia-
tives under which NPRF capital will be invested on a commercial basis in Ireland.  The NPRF 
has committed to invest in: infrastructure (€250 million), PPP projects (€118 million) and fi-
nance for the SME sector (€500 million) and has entered into a collaborative relationship with 
Silicon Valley Bank.  The NPRF continues to work on assembling and developing a pipeline of 
additional commercial opportunities for the SIF.

31/01/2013WRH00550General Government Debt

31/01/2013WRH0060072. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the ratio of general Government debt net of cash held by the National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency to gross domestic product at the end of each year from 2005 - 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4980/13]

31/01/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): General government debt is a gross 
measure which does not allow for the offsetting of cash balances and other related assets. It is 
the standard measure of Government debt used for comparative purposes throughout the Euro-
pean Union.  The table below sets out the general government debt, the cash and deposits held 
by the NTMA and the general government debt position net of cash and deposits in monetary 
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terms and as a percentage of GDP. 

General government debt and cash assets 2005-2012: €billion

Description 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012*
General government debt (GGD) 44.4 43.8 47.3 79.6 104.6 144.2 169.2 191.9
Cash & Deposits 2.2 3.6 4.5 22.1 21.8 12.6 13.1 19.3
GGD less Cash 42.3 40.2 42.9 57.5 82.8 131.6 156.1 172.6
GGD less Cash as % of GDP 26% 23% 23% 32% 51% 84% 98% 106%

Source: Eurostat, NTMA

*Budget 2013 forecast of end-2012 GGD and GDP position

31/01/2013WRH00750General Government Debt

31/01/2013WRH0080073. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the current composition of the general Government debt in terms of Exchequer debt, bor-
rowings under the EU / IMF programme, promissory notes, retail debt and other forms; the term 
to maturity and average interest rate on each component; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [4981/13]

31/01/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent calculation of Ireland’s 
general government debt is for the end of the third quarter of 2012 when stock of debt stood at 
EUR 191 billion.  Details of the composition of this debt, its maturity and average interest rate 
are set out in the table below.

General Government Debt as at end September 2012

Instrument Outstanding Average residual Maturity Average Interest rate
€bn Years %

Government Bonds 89 5.9 4.83
EU-IMF Programme 54 9.2 3.32
State Savings 15 * 3.04
Promissory note (IBRC) 25 18.2 8.20**
Short term debt 5 0.27 (100 days) 1.44***
Other general government debt 3 **** ****
Total general government debt 191 - -

Source NTMA, CSO

* The State Savings products offered to personal savers include overnight demand and 30 
day notice Deposit accounts and savings products with maturities from 3 to 10 years.  These 
balances generally have a very high re-investment rate.

** The post interest holiday   interest rate on the IBRC promissory notes is 8.2%. It is worth 
noting that this interest is paid to a fully State-owned bank so it does not leave the system.

***   A recent auction of short term Treasury Bills in January 2013 by the NTMA raised 
funds at a yield of 0.20%.  The table shows the average original maturity from issue date for 
short term debt. 

**** The balance of €3 billion of general government debt includes debt of Local Authori-
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ties, the Housing Finance Agency, non-commercial semi-state bodies, voluntary hospitals, the 
HSE, small savings accruals and the outstanding EBS promissory note of EUR 227 million.

31/01/2013WRH00950Tax Credits

31/01/2013WRH0100074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if any refund of income 
tax in respect of rent is due in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5045/13]

31/01/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the person in question received the rent tax credit for the years 2005 – 2010.  
Following receipt of the Deputy’s previous Question, 29th November 2012, the Revenue Com-
missioners arranged for the issue of a PAYE Balancing Statement for the year 2011, granting 
the rent credit.  The refund for 2011 was lodged to the person’s bank account on the 30th No-
vember 2012.

On the 27th November 2012, an amended tax credit certificate issued for 2012 and follow-
ing receipt of the certificate, the employer should have made any refund due through the per-
son’s salary.  However, if the refund was not made the person should forward his P60 certificate 
for 2012 to North City Revenue District, 9/15 Upper O’Connell St., Dublin 2.  A tax credit 
certificate has also issued to the employer for the year 2013, including the rent tax credit.

31/01/2013WRH01150National Procurement Service Framework Agreements

31/01/2013WRH0120075. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
whether school boards of management are permitted to purchase goods and services from a 
supplier of their choice in the event that such a supplier may provide the goods and or services 
at the same or at a lower price than that of the agreed contract supplier under the National Pro-
curement Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4835/13]

31/01/2013WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Procurement 
Service is focused on developing centralised arrangements for the procurement of goods and 
services used commonly across the public service nationwide.  The benefits arising from these 
central arrangements include: cash savings; administrative savings from reduced duplication 
of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency; and enhanced service levels.  
My Department is currently working on a procurement circular for schools and the content of 
this will be the subject of discussion with the National Procurement Service and the school 
management bodies in the coming weeks.

31/01/2013WRH01350Departmental Agencies Issues

31/01/2013WRH0140076. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his Department that 
have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the 
number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies 
that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4857/13]

31/01/2013WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information the Deputy 
has requested is included in the table.  Vacancies on boards of Bodies under the aegis of my 
Department that arise will continue to be advertised on my Department’s website.  The Deputy 
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may wish to note that, in making any direct Ministerial appointments, I am not necessarily con-
fined to those who make such expressions of interest but will ensure that all of those appointed 
have the relevant skills and competencies for the positions.  It should be noted that Board ap-
pointments, while made by me as Minister, are not in all cases made at my sole discretion. Indi-
viduals may be nominated for appointment by various organisations as specified in the relevant 
statute of the body concerned.

Agency Vacancies Advertised Applications 
Received

Data vacancies occurred

Education Finance Board 1 No N/A September 2012. Note 1
FÁS 3 No N/A 21 January 2013.
National Council for Special Education 13 Yes 11 31 December, 2012.  Note 2
Residential Institutions Statutory Funds 
Board

9 Yes 43 Board not yet established.  Note 3

Note 1

It is not proposed to fill this vacancy as the Education Finance Board is due to be dissolved 
and its functions subsumed into the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board, once estab-
lished.

Note 2 

The appointment of members to the board of the NCSE is imminent.

Note 3

This Board has not yet been established. In September 2012 expressions of interest were 
sought from persons interested in being appointed to the Board and to date a total of 43 expres-
sions of interest have been received. The Board will comprise 9 members.

31/01/2013WRH01550Third Level Funding

31/01/2013WRH0160077. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the full cost to 
the Exchequer of educating a third level nurse and medical doctor respectively; the numbers 
graduating in each profession on an annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4893/13]

31/01/2013WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The estimated cost to the 
exchequer of educating nurses and midwives in the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) is on 
average €8,405 per student annually or €33,620 per student for the full 4 years of the under-
graduate degree.  For undergraduate medical programmes the average annual cost in the HEIs 
is €14,900 per student.  Courses can be of either 5 or 6 years duration.  Therefore the estimated 
cost per student to the Exchequer over the full period of the programmes is €74,500 for the 5 
year programme or €89,400 for the 6 year programme.  Graduate entry medical programmes 
cost an average €10,000 per student annually.  Courses are 4 years duration and the cost to the 
Exchequer over the full programme is an estimated €40,000 per student.

The above estimated costs, which have been provided by the Higher Education Authority, 
relate to Exchequer only expenditure (grant plus free fees).  The student contribution and, in the 
case of graduate entry medicine the tuition fee paid by the student, are excluded. It should be 
noted that in addition the student contribution is paid by the Exchequer in respect of students 
who qualify under my Department’s student grant scheme.  It should also be noted that these 
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estimates do not include costs met by the Dept. of Health and/or the HSE in providing clinical 
training placements and internships in the health sector.

The information sought on the numbers graduating is as follows: Graduates at Honours 
Bachelors Degree (Level 8) 2012:- Graduate entry to Medicine - 32, Undergraduate Medicine 
- 706, Nursing and Midwifery- 1833, Grand Total - 2571.

31/01/2013WRH01750Youthreach Programme

31/01/2013WRH0180078. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circum-
stances in which his Department would establish a Youthreach project in an area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4926/13]

31/01/2013WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
There are almost 6,000 Youthreach places available nationwide under the Youthreach umbrella 
funded by my Department.  Almost 3,700 of these places are provided by Vocational Educa-
tional Committees (VECs) in just over 100 Youthreach centres.  The majority of the remainder 
of places are provided by FÁS in some 30 Community Training Centres.  The establishment 
of a Youthreach centre over and above the current provision would require the allocation of 
additional Youthreach places.  The overall number of approved Youthreach places is set at its 
current level because there is a continuing requirement to plan and control numbers and to 
manage expenditure within the overall educational policy and provision.  Any consideration of 
providing additional Youthreach places would have to take account of the present and prospec-
tive economic and budgetary context and related financial constraints.  In addition, there would 
have to be evidence that there was sufficient demand in a particular area that could not be met 
from within existing resources or through existing further education and training provision.

31/01/2013WRH01950Early Child Care Education Issues

31/01/2013WRH0200079. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding the early start programme. [4938/13]

31/01/2013WRH02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Early Start programme 
was introduced in the mid 1990s and was a targeted intervention by the State in early childhood 
education.  The introduction of universal pre-school provision (the ECCE scheme) in January 
2010 marked a policy shift from targeted intervention to a universal scheme.  Both the universal 
pre-school year and the Early Start programme are for children in the year prior to their enrol-
ment in the primary school system. 

The decision to revise the age criteria for the Early Start programme was taken because of 
the growing body of national and international research which indicates that children who start 
primary school at a later age have a higher level of school readiness than their younger peers 
(i.e., they display a greater ability to meet the task demands of school, such as being coopera-
tive and listening to the teacher, and to benefit from the educational activities that are provided 
by the school).  An example of such research in the Irish context is a recent study by University 
College Cork on Early Childhood Development in Cork City.  The study found that the younger 
the child, the less ready they were for school.

I note the concerns that because the age range has changed, that parents will send their chil-
dren straight to school and will not enrol them in the Early Start programme. However, based 
on the participation of children in the universal pre-school scheme, there is very little evidence 
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that parents/guardians are opting out of a free pre-school programme to enrol their very young 
children in primary schools.  It is also worth noting that the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs subvent childcare places for children in Community not for profit pre-schools.  Children 
can start attending their community pre-school at a much younger age than 3 years before trans-
ferring to the ECCE programme or to the Early Start programme.  There are very few children 
who now enrol in Primary schools who haven’t had a pre-school experience.  Based on the evi-
dence, I am not prepared to reverse the change to the age range for the Early Start programme.

31/01/2013WRJ00150School Enrolments

31/01/2013WRJ0020080. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding enrolment in a school (details supplied). [4956/13]

31/01/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of enrolment 
in individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of those schools.  My 
Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater 
for all pupils seeking places.  It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of schools to 
implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998.  In this regard a 
Board of Management may find it necessary to restrict enrolment to children from a particular 
area or a particular age group or, occasionally, on the basis of some other criterion.  The criteria 
to be applied by schools in such circumstances are a matter for the schools themselves.  This 
selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and 
must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Under section 15(2)(d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to disclose 
its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality and the 
rights of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.  Equality 
legislation, which also outlaws discrimination in relation to the admission of a student, makes 
provision for exemptions to apply in the case of single sex schools and in the case of schools 
where the objective is to provide education in an environment that promotes certain religious 
values.  The legislation provides that any school that has this objective may admit a student of 
a particular religious denomination in preference to other students.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student.  Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents 
of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the 
relevant Vocational Educational Committee or to the Secretary General of my Department.

The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child.  The Board 
can be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green 
Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

The Deputy will be aware that in 2011, I launched a discussion paper on school enrolment.  
The “Discussion Paper on a Regulatory Framework for School Enrolment” contains sugges-
tions on how to make the process of enrolling in schools more open, equitable and consistent 
and is available on the Department website.  I invited education partners and interested parties 
to submit their views to my Department by the 28th of October 2011.  The feedback from this 
consultation will help inform the nature and scope of a new regulatory framework for school 
enrolment. I intend to bring these proposals to Government in due course.
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31/01/2013WRJ00350Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

31/01/2013WRJ0040081. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
student grant applications that have been received by Student Universal Support Ireland on a 
county basis; the number that have been processed, awarded, paid, refused or awaiting decision 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4966/13]

31/01/2013WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The table following provides 
a breakdown of the processing position of student grant applications received by Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland (SUSI) on a county basis.  The data provided is at a point in time on 
the 30 January, 2013.  It gives the position for student grant applications for attendance at both 
further and higher education.  This data has been provided to my Department by SUSI.  SUSI 
is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their grant as 
expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant.  Those awarded a grant must 
supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from the institu-
tion in order for the first instalment to be paid.

SUSI Applications - Processing Position by County

County Total applica-
tions received

Incomplete 
Applications

Applications 
where all request-
ed documentation 
submitted

Awarded Refused or 
Cancelled

Applications cur-
rently with SUSI 
for processing

Main-
tenance 
Payments

Carlow 993 239 754 514 231 9 340
Cavan 1355 317 1038 682 335 21 525
Clare 1813 443 1370 934 410 26 662
Cork 6971 1822 5149 3288 1780 81 2242
Donegal 2935 684 2251 1571 642 38 1097
Dublin 14400 4211 10189 5833 4152 204 3855
Galway 4487 1152 3335 2218 1051 66 1472
Kerry 2510 604 1906 1270 606 30 889
Kildare 2765 679 2086 1249 797 40 853
Kilkenny 1407 340 1067 700 346 21 497
Laois 1079 260 819 563 244 12 403
Leitrim 648 158 490 326 151 13 235
Limerick 2896 813 2083 1391 658 34 888
Longford 765 184 581 380 191 10 274
Louth 2197 570 1627 1045 549 33 729
Mayo 2527 621 1906 1320 557 29 940
Meath 2462 637 1825 1153 646 26 862
Monaghan 1128 265 863 577 270 16 445
Offaly 1252 282 970 654 305 11 473
Roscommon 1199 267 932 629 279 24 442
Sligo 1239 331 908 594 293 21 392
Tipperary 2674 637 2037 1363 656 18 937
Waterford 1935 460 1475 923 535 17 591
Westmeath 1692 398 1294 848 421 25 617
Wexford 2372 529 1843 1247 577 19 895
Wicklow 1974 456 1518 935 557 26 687
Outside 
Ireland

258 104 154 36 114 4 12

Totals 67,933 17,463 50,470* 32,243** 17,353 874# 22,254##

* Of these in the case of some 49,596 applications processing has been completed (awarded, 
provisionally awarded or refused). 
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** This figure includes some 1,061 provisionally awarded awaiting final course acceptance 
and some 6,556 students awarded a “fees only grant”.

# This figure includes some 133 late applications awaiting provisional assessment. 

## This figure includes some students who will be paid their student grants on 01/02/13. The 
total number awarded and due a maintenance grant is some 2,372 students.

31/01/2013WRJ00550Special Educational Needs Staffing

31/01/2013WRJ0060082. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
special needs assistants employed by his Department in each year from 2005 - 2012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4984/13]

31/01/2013WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that this Government remains committed to the protection of frontline services for pupils with 
special educational needs.  The continued commitment of this Government to special education 
provision, at a time when savings are being required across a range of expenditure areas has 
ensured that children with special educational needs can continue to have access to educational 
facilities in line with their requirements.  In line with this Government’s commitment to protect 
frontline services for pupils with special educational needs, 10,575 whole time equivalent (wte) 
Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts are being provided for primary, post-primary and special 
schools for the current school year in order to support the care needs of pupils with disabilities. 
The number of special needs assistants employed by my Department in each year from 2005 - 
2012 is as follows:

Year    Number of Special Needs Assistants 
2005 7,337
2006 8,390
2007 9,824
2008 10,442
2009 10,342
2010 10,543
2011 10,117  *10,320
2012 **10,390 (End Dec 2012)

*The total number of SNA posts approved by the NCSE for the 2011/12 school year was 
10,320. The figure of 10,117 represents the number of posts in place at the end of Dec 2011.    

** The figure of 10,390 posts at the end of 2012 are the number of WTE posts employed 
from the total of 10,575 posts available for allocation to the end 2012. The remaining posts are 
available for allocation by the NCSE to the end of the 2012/13 school year.  

The NCSE has advised my Department that all children who qualify for access to SNA sup-
port, in accordance with the terms of the SNA scheme, are in receipt of access to such support 
in the current school year. 

31/01/2013WRJ00750Teacher Recruitment

31/01/2013WRJ0080083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the approximate 
number of qualified primary school teachers, resident here, not currently employed in the sec-
tor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4987/13]
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31/01/2013WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not available in my Department.  I am aware that there are newly qualified teach-
ers not yet holding teaching positions in schools.  My Department has directed managerial 
authorities of schools to recruit unemployed teachers ahead of retired ones, in an effort to ease 
the difficulties for those who cannot find work in the profession.  In addition, the JobBridge Na-
tional Internship Scheme can provide newly qualified teachers with opportunities to gain expe-
rience and to undertake the necessary teaching duties to complete the process of probation and 
fulfil the requirements for full registration with the Teaching Council.  The minimum service 
requirement for probation purposes in order to secure registration with the Teaching Council 
was decreased from 170 days to 100 days in the 2011/2012 school year.

31/01/2013WRJ00950Teacher Redeployment

31/01/2013WRJ0100084. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if late applications 
will be accepted for access to the supplementary panel for eligible fixed term/temporary includ-
ing substitutes and part-time primary teachers for the 2013/2014 school year; if such requests 
will be given urgent consideration in view of the fact that this was a new application process; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that his Department was informed that a small number 
of applications were received late due to illness of the applicants at the closing date of the 14 
December 2012; if this matter will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4995/13]

31/01/2013WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies.  The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.  
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers. The application process for the supplementary panels was introduced for the 2012/13 
school year.

The arrangements for panel access for fixed term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Department Circular 0038/2012 which was 
published on 9 November 2012 and is available on the Department website.  The period for sub-
mitting applications was between 9 November 2012 and 14 December 2012. The Circular made 
clear that late applications would not be considered.  My Department has received a number of 
applications after the closing date which will not be processed.

31/01/2013WRJ01150Schools Building Projects Applications

31/01/2013WRJ0120085. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will approve 
funding for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan under his Department’s emergency 
grant scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4997/13]

31/01/2013WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In response to Parliamentary 
Question No.109, dated 29 November 2012 I advised the Deputy that the school in question 
should submit an Emergency Works application for consideration by my Department.  No such 
application was received until 25 January 2013 when the school submitted an application for 
retrospective funding for the works in question.  My Department does not provide grant aid for 
projects undertaken by schools without prior approval.
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31/01/2013WRJ01350Schools Building Projects Applications

31/01/2013WRJ0140086. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for a new school building (details supplied) in County Mayo; when a 
decision may be expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5017/13]

31/01/2013WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of Architectural Plan-
ning.  To ensure that every child has access to a school place, the delivery of projects to meet 
the increasing demographic demands will be the main focus for capital investment over the next 
five years, particularly in those areas where it has been identified that most future demographic 
growth will be concentrated.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet those increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include the project 
referred to by the Deputy in the 5 year construction programme.  Schools, including the one re-
ferred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction programme, 
but which were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being avail-
able to my Department in future years.

31/01/2013WRJ01550Public Procurement Tenders

31/01/2013WRJ0160087. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has 
carried out an impact assessment in relation to the employment threat that potentially exists 
under the adoption of the National Procurement Service which makes it mandatory for school 
boards of management to purchase paper and stationery supplies from an agreed central sup-
plier; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4836/13]

31/01/2013WRJ01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public 
Service Reform Plan published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in No-
vember 2011 identified procurement reform as a key instrument that can assist in maintaining 
the delivery of public services in an efficient manner.  The national arrangements put in place 
by the National Procurement Service are designed to enable the State to do more with less by 
aggregating procurement to secure better value for money.  In utilising the national contracts, 
schools are able to take advantage of the NPS’s buying power and as a result can purchase sup-
plies at competitive prices.  This facilitates ongoing service delivery within tighter operating 
budgets.

In relation to the potential impact of aggregated procurement arrangements, it is worth not-
ing that such arrangements can be implemented in a manner that achieves value for money and 
also facilitates SME access.  While certain categories of goods and services may be suited to 
single supplier arrangements, it should not be taken that single supplier frameworks are to be 
accepted as the norm.  The greater use where appropriate of multi-supplier frameworks – for ex-
ample the supply of managed print services- can address local supplier issues while also ensur-
ing ongoing cost competitiveness of the framework itself.  Such multi-supplier frameworks can 
also offer SMEs the opportunity to participate in national level contracts, thereby offering valu-
able reference work when competing for public procurement contracts in other jurisdictions. 

In order to encourage greater SME participation the NPS over the past 3 years has con-
ducted a targeted programme of education for suppliers who wish to learn more about doing 
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business with the Irish Public Service.  This programme consists of seminars, workshops and 
large scale ‘meet the buyer’ events hosted nationwide.  In 2012 the NPS, working with InterTra-
deIreland, for the first time brought together a number of the lead Government agencies to cre-
ate a programme of major events for the Island of Ireland. Attendees could avail of educational 
seminars on a variety of topics ranging from the technicalities of public service procurement 
to procedures around consortia-building for SMEs.  To date the NPS has facilitated workshops 
and presented at seminars to over 3,000 SMEs nationwide.  Parallel with these events the NPS 
also works closely with business representative bodies such as ISME and IBEC to provide 
briefings for their members.

31/01/2013WRJ01750Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRJ0180088. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his De-
partment that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been 
unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill 
such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4864/13]

31/01/2013WRJ01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following table outlines the number of organisations or agencies 
under the remit of my Department that currently have vacancies on their Boards:

Agencies Board 
Vacancies

Length of time vacancy 
unfilled

Vacancy 
advertised

Applications received for 
vacancy

An Post National Lottery One One year and three 
months approximately.

No None

Outside Appointments Board One 2 months. No None

The Chair of the Outside Appointments Board resigned on 22nd November 2012 so it has 
been vacant for two months.  My Department has not advertised for the post (which has no re-
muneration attaching to it) but is in the process of seeking potentially suitable candidates with a 
view to making a selection. The current National Lottery license is due to expire in 2013.  

Questions Nos. 89 and 90 withdrawn.

31/01/2013WRK00250Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRK0030091. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his De-
partment that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been 
unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill 
such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4862/13]

31/01/2013WRK00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
table sets out the details.
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Name of Board Current No 
of  Vacan-
cies

Length of time 
vacancy unfilled

No of vacancies 
advertised through 
PAS (Public Ap-
pointments Service)

No of Applications 
Received

National Standards Authority of 
Ireland

1 14 April 2012 0 N/A

Enterprise Ireland 1 23 July 2012 1 45
Shannon Development 4 2 since April 2011 

and 2 since April 
2012

2 71

Industrial Development Authority 2 31 December 2012 2 77

National Standards Authority of Ireland

The current vacancy is due to be filled by a Department Representative.

Enterprise Ireland

The current vacancy was one of 4 advertised, three of which have been filled.

Shannon Development

Following the Government decision in relation to the future of Shannon Airport and Shan-
non Development it has been agreed that both I and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport will make new common appointments to the Boards of both organisations in preparation 
for the establishment of the new company on a statutory basis in order to maximise the synergy 
between the two entities.

31/01/2013WRK00475Employment Rights Issues

31/01/2013WRK0050092. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the ex-
emptions to the Organisation and Time Working Act 1997 that exist; if his Department has 
received any requests on behalf of those exempted to extend the provisions of the Act to those 
exempted workers including from representative organisations; if he will consider amending 
the Act to ensure all workers here including those working in transport and trainee doctors as 
well as all State employees have the same maximum working week and statutory rest periods 
as other workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5010/13]

31/01/2013WRK00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The EU Work-
ing Time Directive provides for a number of exclusions from its scope.  The original 1993 
Working Time Directive (93/104/EC), which was transposed into national law by the Organi-
sation of Working Time Act 1997, applied to all sectors of activity, both public and private, 
within the meaning of Article 2 of the Framework Health and Safety Directive 89/391/EEC.  
Article 2.2 of that Directive provided for exceptions in respect of certain public service activi-
ties, such as the armed forces or the police, and certain activities in the civil protection services.  
Therefore, when transposing the Directive, both the Defence Forces and the Garda Síochána 
were excluded from the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997.  In addition, Regulations 
exempting the Civil Protection Services from certain provisions of the 1997 Act were also 
promulgated, i.e. the Organisation of Working Time (Exemption of Civil Protection Services) 
Regulations 1998 - S.I. No. 52 of 1998.  However, subsequent Court of Justice of the European 
Union (CJEU) rulings have indicated that the normal activities of the armed forces, emergency 
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services or civil protection forces are covered by the Working Time Directive.

I have not received any formal request to extend the provisions of the Act to An Garda 
Síochána or to the Defence Forces from my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality 
and Defence.  However, in the context of the revised rosters in the Garda Síochána, which are 
currently being piloted, the Department of Justice and Equality has been in consultation with 
my Department on the question of the application of the Organisation of Working Time Act to 
members of the Garda Síochána and I understand that this work is ongoing in that Department.  
The Minister has also advised me that a working group comprising representatives from the 
Department of Defence and the Defence Forces are currently examining the application of the 
Organisation of Working Time Act to the Defence Forces.

The 1993 Working Time Directive had excluded the activities of doctors in training and 
most transport sectors such as air transport, rail transport, road transport, sea transport, inland 
waterway and lake transport as well as sea fishing and other work at sea.  However, the 2000 
Working Time Directive (2000/34/EC) amended the 1993 Working Time Directive to cover 
most workers in the sectors which had been excluded from that earlier Directive.  Provisions 
to extend the scope of the Working Time Directive to many of the previously-excluded sec-
tors were then transposed into national legislation under various Statutory Instruments.  These 
Regulations included the Organisation of Working Time (Inclusion of Transport Activities) 
Regulations 2004 - S.I. No. 817 of 2004, the Organisation of Working Time (Inclusion of Off-
shore Work) Regulations 2004 – S.I. No. 819 of 2004, the European Communities (Workers on 
Board Sea-going Fishing Vessels)(Organisation of Working Time) Regulations 2003 - S.I. No. 
709 of 2003.  In addition, Regulations transposing the provisions on Doctors-in-Training were 
promulgated by the Minister for Health as set out below.

With regard to doctors in training, the 2000 Working Time Directive (2000/34/EC) provided 
for a derogation which would phase-in the maximum 48-hour average working week over a 
transitional period of five years from 1 August 2004.  This provision was transposed into Irish 
legislation by Regulations promulgated by the Minister for Health by way of Statutory Instru-
ment No. 494 of 2004 - the European Communities (Organisation of Working Time) (Activi-
ties of Doctors in Training) Regulations 2004 (as amended by Statutory Instrument No. 553 
of 2010).  These Regulations implemented a phased reduction from an average of 58 weekly 
working hours to an average of 48 hours (as provided for under the Working Time Directive) 
from 1 August 2009 onwards.  The amending S.I. 553 of 2010 in relation to Doctors in Train-
ing provided for derogations from the rest breaks and daily and weekly rest provisions, where 
equivalent periods of compensatory rest are provided.

With regard to the Transport sector, the provisions of the amending 2000 Directive were 
transposed into Irish law by my Department by way of S.I. No. 817 of 2004 – the Organisa-
tion of Working Time (Inclusion of Transport Activities) Regulations 2004.  These Regulations 
transposed the 2000 Directive in relation to transport workers, with some exceptions, namely 
those workers performing mobile road transport activities as provided for in Directive 2002/15/
EC (i.e. workers subject to tachograph rules), and mobile staff in civil aviation as defined in the 
Annex to Council Directive 2000/79/EC of 27 November 2000.  The effect of the transposi-
tion of those provisions of Directive 2000/34/EC relating to the transport sector was to apply 
the maximum average working week of 48 hours to mobile and non-mobile transport workers 
covered by that Directive.  S.I. No. 817 of 2004 revoked the earlier 1998 Regulations (i.e. the 
Organisation of Working Time (Exemption of Transport Activities) Regulations, 1998 - S.I. 
No. 20 of 1998)   which had exempted the transport sector from the rest provisions and weekly 
working hours provisions of the Organisation of Working Time Act.  However, the exemptions 
in relation to the rest provisions continued to apply in S.I. No. 817 of 2004, subject to compen-
satory rest.
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A number of other Community instruments set out more specific working time requirements 
for particular sectors or occupational activities, and these take precedence over the provisions 
of 2003 Working Time Directive (2003/88/EC) which consolidated and repealed the earlier 
Working Time Directives.  These Community instruments are, in the main, in the transport sec-
tor, and my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport has given these effect in 
national law.

Question No. 93 withdrawn.

31/01/2013WRK00750Redundancy Payments

31/01/2013WRK0080094. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person who has 
been made redundant, but has not yet received the redundancy payment, may accept a new job 
offer with a different employer and still receive the redundancy payment; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [4840/13]

31/01/2013WRK00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Where an eligible employee is 
made redundant his/her eligibility for a statutory redundancy payment is not affected by ac-
cepting a job offer with a different employer.  The exception to this is where  the employment 
was subject to a transfer of undertaking, that is, where one company assumes responsibility 
for another including maintaining the employee’s continuity of service.  The purpose of the 
redundancy payments scheme is to compensate workers, under the Redundancy Payments Acts 
1967 - 2012, for the loss of their jobs by reason of redundancy.  Compensation is based on the 
worker’s length of reckonable service and reckonable weekly remuneration.  An eligible em-
ployee is entitled to two weeks’ pay for every year of service, plus a bonus week, subject to a 
ceiling of €600 per week.

In order to be eligible for a redundancy lump sum payment, an employee must:

- have at least two years continuous service;

- be in employment which is insurable under the Social Welfare Acts;

- be over the age of 16; and

- have been made redundant as a result of a genuine redundancy situation meaning that the 
job no longer exists and he/she is not replaced.

It is the responsibility of the employer to pay statutory redundancy to all their eligible em-
ployees.  Where an employer can prove to the satisfaction of the Department that it is unable 
to pay statutory redundancy to its eligible employees the Department will make lump sum pay-
ments directly to those employees and will seek to recover the debt from the employer.

31/01/2013WRK00950Disability Allowance Appeals

31/01/2013WRK0100095. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on a disability allowance review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo 
in view of the fact that supporting medical evidence was submitted to the Department some 
time ago; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4842/13]

31/01/2013WRK01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
disability allowance on 2 May 2012.  The application was refused on the ground that, based on 
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the information supplied, the person was not medically suitable for disability allowance.  The 
person was notified in writing of this decision on 23 July 2012.  The person subsequently for-
warded further medical evidence in support of his application which has now been examined. 
The person’s claim is with a deciding officer who will review the application.  If further infor-
mation is required the person will be notified.  The person in question will be notified directly 
of the outcome of this review as soon as possible.

31/01/2013WRK01150Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRK0120096. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of her Department that 
have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the 
number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies 
that have been received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4865/13]

31/01/2013WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies operating 
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information Board, the 
Pensions Board, the Pensions Ombudsman (which does not have a board) and the Social Wel-
fare Tribunal.  The Citizens Information Board and the Pensions Board have unfilled vacancies 
on their boards. The information sought is set out in the following table.

PQ 4865/13 Citizens Information Board Pensions Board
Board vacancies 2 2
Length of time vacancies  unfilled 2 since 30 March 2012 1 since December 2010 

1 since December 2011
Number of vacancies advertised 0 0
Number of applications to fill vacancies 0 0

Citizens Information Board

Arrangements are being made to seek public expressions of interest in the board vacancies 
which will be filled in accordance with the procedures for appointment to State boards and bod-
ies agreed by Government in May 2011. 

Pensions Board

The Public Service Reform Programme provides for a critical review of the Pensions Board 
with a view to integrating the regulatory functions of the Pensions Board with the Financial 
Regulator.   The Public Service Reform Programme also provides for a critical review of the 
Pensions Ombudsman with a view to a merger with the Financial Services Ombudsman.  The 
Group established to carry out the reviews announced under the Public Service Reform Pro-
gramme is finalising a draft report with recommendations.  The report will identify any poten-
tial savings arising from such an amalgamation.  The final report from the Group is expected 
to be available in the very near future.  Following receipt of this report, decisions in relation to 
reform, including the filling of vacancies will be taken.

31/01/2013WRK01350Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

31/01/2013WRK0140097. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for rent supplement in respect of a family (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4889/13]
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31/01/2013WRK01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no record of a rent supple-
ment application in respect of the person concerned. If the person concerned wishes to apply 
for rent supplement he should complete an application form and return it to the Kildare Rents 
Unit, PO Box 11758, Dublin 24.

31/01/2013WRK01550Illness Benefit Appeals

31/01/2013WRK0160098. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for ill-
ness benefit will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the reason 
for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4909/13]

31/01/2013WRK01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work. An 
appeal was opened and in the context of that appeal, her case was reviewed by a second Medi-
cal Assessor who also expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.  I am informed by 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office that, in the light of this second medical opinion, that office 
decided to afford her an opportunity of setting out the complete and up to date grounds of her 
appeal.  On receipt of her response the relevant Departmental papers will be requested from the 
Department and the appeal will then be referred to an Appeals Officer for consideration.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

Question No. 99 withdrawn.

31/01/2013WRL00150Social Welfare Fraud Cost

31/01/2013WRL00200100. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide this Deputy with an update on the ICT improvements that are being progressed by her 
Department to reduce fraud; if she will provide a time frame for the completion of the bio-
metric cards; if she will consider changing the situation whereby a person is required to present 
themselves at a Social Protection office for signing on purposes to an online version; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [4922/13]

31/01/2013WRL00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A key priority for the Department 
is to ensure that fraudulent activity within the social welfare system is vigorously prevented 
and combated.  The Department has a number of ICT systems which have been developed over 
many years to enable it to pay multiple groups of clients and manage data in relation to its vari-
ous schemes.  These systems reliably deliver over 87 million payments yearly between them. 
Although developed independently, mechanisms exist on its major systems whereby significant 
changes made to customer or claim details are automatically notified to other relevant systems.  
The Department is working towards consolidation on a single ICT ‘platform’ - the Business 
Object Model implementation - BOMi.  This work is carried out as part of the Department’s 
continuous Service Delivery Modernisation programme.  As this programme progresses, all of 
the Department’s client and claim-related systems will be integrated on the BOMi platform, 
ensuring that all client and claim information is fully and automatically available across all of 
the Department’s schemes and places of business.

Not only does the Department work with the information held by ourselves, we also recog-
nise the value of working closely and collaboratively with other agencies to ensure that social 
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welfare abuse is comprehensively deterred and detected.  Over the last number of years, the 
Department has engaged in a range of data matching exercises with other Government Depart-
ments and public bodies for control purposes.  Data matching is viewed as an efficient and ef-
fective mechanism to target control-related activity and the Department is satisfied that it is an 
effective control tool. 

The Public Services Card (PSC) was launched last year following a pilot process and its 
roll-out is well underway.  To date, some 110,000 cards have been issued.  From the Depart-
ment’s perspective, as well as combating identity fraud, the PSC will replace cards currently in 
use, such as the Social Services Card and the Free Travel Card, with a highly secure card.  The 
robust face-to-face registration process, leading to issue of a PSC incorporating both the per-
son’s photograph and signature, gives significant assurance as to the identity of the cardholder.  
It will reduce the number of people who fraudulently claim to be someone else and will consid-
erably reduce the potential for forgery.

For the information of the Deputy, biometric information is information about human body 
characteristics, such as fingerprints, eye retinas and irises, voice patterns, facial patterns and 
hand measurements and it is typically used for authentication purposes.  The PSC will store 
photographs and signatures.  It could store biometric information although there are no plans 
to do so at present.

The Department has recently introduced electronic signing in local offices, replacing the 
existing paper-based system.  The new system is designed to improve both the customer experi-
ence and the efficiency of the certification process. It is currently in the process of being imple-
mented across the regional network and is now in operation in 33 local offices.  The Department 
will continue to examine options to provide a range of signing options with a view to further 
improving the certification process.

Social Welfare fraud undermines public confidence in the entire system as well as being 
unfair to other recipients of Social Welfare payments and taxpayers.  My Department is very 
conscious of its obligation to protect public money and is determined to ensure that abuse of the 
system is prevented and is dealt with effectively when detected.

31/01/2013WRL00350Legislative Process

31/01/2013WRL00400101. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding the review by external consultants of Section 48 of the Pensions Act 1990;p when she 
expects the review to be completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4925/13]

31/01/2013WRL00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The review of Section 48 of the 
Pensions Act 1990 by external consultants has been completed.  The findings of the review are 
presently under consideration and I will be bringing the report to Government in due course.

31/01/2013WRL00550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

31/01/2013WRL00600102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in respect of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4939/13]

31/01/2013WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
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lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

31/01/2013WRL00750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

31/01/2013WRL00800103. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [4960/13]

31/01/2013WRL00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 14 
November 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

31/01/2013WRL00950Child Benefit Payments

31/01/2013WRL01000104. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will set out 
in tabular form the number of families and total number of beneficiaries of child benefit in each 
year from 2005 to 2012, inclusive; the rates of payment that applied and the gross expenditure 
on child benefit in each year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4982/13]

31/01/2013WRL01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The number of families in receipt 
of child benefit at 31 December in each of the years 2005 to 2012 has increased from 547,540 
to 608,733 and the number of beneficiaries has increased from 1,060,740 to 1,162,070 during 
the same period.  A breakdown of these increases on an annual basis is in the following tabular 
statement along with the effective rates of payment and the gross expenditure in each of the 
years.

Child Benefit 2005-2012

Year Families Children Rate of Payment Gross Expenditure 
(€000)

2005(1) 547,540 1,060,740 1st and 2nd Child: €141.603
3rd and Subsequent Children: €177.30

1,899,936

2006(1) 562,860 1,083,980 1st and 2nd Child : €150.00
3rd and Subsequent Children: €185.00

2,056,925

2006(1) 579,612 1,110,715 1st and 2nd Child: €160.00
3rd and Subsequent Children: €195.00

2,232,974

2008(1) 596,108 1,141,938 1st and 2nd Child: €166.00
3rd and Subsequent Children: €203.00

2,453,957

2009(2) 602,932 1,156,917 1st and 2nd Child: €166.00
3rd and Subsequent Children: €203.00

2,495,304
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Year Families Children Rate of Payment Gross Expenditure 
(€000)

2010(2) 591,432 1,124,003 1st and 2nd Child: €150.00
3rd and Subsequent Children: €187.00

2,213,429

2011(2) 597,333 1,136,065 1st and 2nd Child: €140.00 
3rd Child: €167.00
4th and Subsequent Children: €177.00

2,076,338

2012(2 & 3) 608,733 1,162,070 1st and 2nd Child: €140.00 
3rd Child: €148.00
4th and Subsequent Children: €160.00

2,046,987

 (1)  The rates quoted for the years 2005 to 2008 are the rates in payment from April of the 
relevant year. 

  
(2)  In 2009 and for subsequent years  rate increases for child benefit were aligned with the 

tax year and subsequently any variances in the rates payable commenced in January of the 
relevant year.

  
(3)  The Gross Expenditure in respect of 2012 is the current provisional outturn.

  (1)31/01/2013WRL01150Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

31/01/2013WRL01200105. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will set out 
in tabular form the number of families and total number of beneficiaries of payment of increase 
for qualified child in each year from 2005 to 2012, inclusive; the rates of payment that applied 
and the gross expenditure on IQC in each year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[4983/13]

31/01/2013WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Since 2005 the number of recipi-
ents of weekly payments has increased by 50.5% while the total number of beneficiaries has 
increased by 53.8%.  Information on the total number of recipients and beneficiaries of weekly 
social welfare payments at 31 December in each of the years 2005-2012 is contained in Table 
1.  The rates of payment for qualified children in each of the years are detailed in Table 2.  With 
regard to the gross expenditure on Qualified Child Increases paid to recipients, this information 
is not segregated from total scheme expenditure.

Recipients & Beneficiaries of Weekly Social Welfare Payments

Table 1

Year Number of 
Recipients

Number of 
Qualified Adults

Number of 
Children Full 
Rate

Number of Chil-
dren Half Rate

Other Children Total Beneficiaries

2005 976,613 119,223 255,966 83,348 33,956 1,469,106
2006 1,003,517 118,110 258,790 82,546 43,861 1,506,824
2007 1,060,327 125,938 266,449 77,236 47,529 1,577,479
2008 1,208,883 145,236 300,726 87,011 58,019 1,799,875
2009 1,379,206 175,037 345,148 121,149 55,716 2,076,256
2010 1,430,833 190,043 369,156 125,434 63,962 2,179,428
2011 1,467,129 197,730 389,174 127,191 67,060 2,248,284
2012 1,469,609 202,778 381,830 130,998 74,953 2,260,168
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Qualified Child Increase Rates

Table 2

Year Scheme Full QCI Rate Half QCI Rate

2005 Widow/er’s Contributory Pension
Deserted Wife’s Benefit
Old Age (Contributory) Pension
Retirement Pension
Invalidity Pension
One-Parent Family Payment
All Other Schemes

€21.60
€21.60
€19.30
€19.30
€19.30
€19.30
€16.80

-
-
€9.65
€9.65
€9.65
-
€8.40

2006 Widow/er’s Contributory Pension
Deserted Wife’s Benefit
Old Age (Contributory) Pension
Retirement Pension
Invalidity Pension
One-Parent Family Payment
All Other Schemes

€21.60
€21.60
€19.30
€19.30
€19.30
€19.30
€16.80

-
-
€9.65
€9.65
€9.65
-
€8.40

2007 All Schemes €22.00 €11.00

2008 All Schemes €24.00 €12.00

2009 All Schemes €26.00 €13.00

2010 All Schemes €29.80 €14.90

2011 All Schemes €29.80 €14.90

2012 All Schemes €29.80 €14.90

31/01/2013WRL01350Child Care Services Provision

31/01/2013WRL01400106. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
childcare places provided under community employment schemes; the way this has varied over 
the past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4985/13]

31/01/2013WRL01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Community Employment 
(CE) programme is a valuable resource in the provision of a range of services to communities, 
including child care services.  To support the delivery of these essential services, the ring-
fencing and prioritisation of places for child care was introduced on Community Employment 
in 2002. Total CE expenditure on child care amounted to €22.4m in 2012.

In order to support the delivery of community child care services there are 2,200 places 
designated for child care on CE each year; these places support community and voluntary 
providers of child care.  While the supply of child care places remains constant there has been 
a reduction in the overall take-up of places.  In 2005 there were 2,045 child care places taken 
up on CE and in December 2012 this had reduced to 1,696 child care places. Every effort is 
being made by the Department of Social Protection to encourage take-up of these places.  The 
Department in collaboration with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) are 
changing and improving the provision of training and work experience for CE participants who 
wish to pursue a career in child care.  These changes will provide a more tailored and valuable 
support to the provision of community child care and provide training to the participant up to 
FETAC Level 5.  This new Training and Development Programme in Childcare will commence 
this year.

Presently there are 288 schemes with ring-fenced places for child care. There are approxi-
mately 27 schemes that provide child care services only, fourteen of these schemes are located 
in Dublin.  The majority of schemes providing ring-fenced places for child care are not solely 
providing a child care service, these schemes co-ordinate a variety of places within communi-
ties. In most instances child care places are allocated to child care centres which are not directly 
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managed by a CE Sponsor.

In addition Budget 2013 provided an additional 2,000 places to CE, the increase in the 
number of places will be funded from the budget of the Department of Social Protection.  These 
places will be approved on a phased basis from the end of January to the end of the year, in line 
with the overall CE budget allocation to Divisions.  Priority will be given to schemes and or-
ganisations who are involved in the delivery of community child care services as well as social 
and health care services.  This is in order to support the provision of these services and offer 
training qualification and work experience to CE participants.  An allocation of 500 additional 
places will be reserved for child care support.

31/01/2013WRL01550Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

31/01/2013WRL01600107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when rent 
support will be offered in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5029/13]

31/01/2013WRL01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As stated in the reply to the Dep-
uty’s previous Parliamentary Question regarding this case, my Department requires the person 
concerned to provide acceptable proof of having been previously living in rented accommoda-
tion for at least 183 days prior to her current claim for Rent Supplement.  To date this informa-
tion has not been forthcoming, and as a consequence her claim cannot be processed at this time.

31/01/2013WRL01750Child Benefit Applications

31/01/2013WRL01800108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when child 
benefit will be made payable to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5030/13]

31/01/2013WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has made a 
child benefit claim in respect of her grandchildren who are living in her household.  The chil-
dren’s mother, who also resides in the household, previously submitted a child benefit applica-
tion, but her claim was disallowed on the grounds that she did not satisfy the habitual residence 
condition.  She was informed of this decision, and advised of her right of appeal.  No appeal has 
been received to date.  Child benefit regulations state that where children are resident with their 
mother, she is normally the person considered to be qualified to receive the benefit.  However, 
based on the correspondence received entitlement to child benefit will now be reviewed.

31/01/2013WRL01950Social Welfare Appeals Delays

31/01/2013WRL02000109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection indicate if and 
when dietary allowance will be paid in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5031/13]

31/01/2013WRL02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The dietary allowance application 
of the person concerned was disallowed as his means were deemed to be in excess of the statu-
tory limit.  The decision to disallow the application was upheld on appeal.

31/01/2013WRM00125State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility
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31/01/2013WRM00150110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of State pension payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [5032/13]

31/01/2013WRM00175Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension (contributory) 
claim of the person concerned has been reviewed.  He is in receipt of the maximum personal 
weekly rate of €230.30 and an additional €29.80 increase for a qualified child.  He also receives 
a fuel allowance of €20.00 per week.  This is his correct overall entitlement.

31/01/2013WRM00238Employment Support Services

31/01/2013WRM00300111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the level, if any, 
of entitlements or incentives in the event of return to work in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5033/13]

31/01/2013WRM00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of this 
Department the person concerned does not have a current claim registered with this Depart-
ment, and so it is not possible to determine what entitlements he may have upon a return to 
work.  The person concerned should seek information on www.welfare.ie or call to the Employ-
ment Services Support office in Maynooth where an officer can discuss the range of opportuni-
ties which may be available to him.

31/01/2013WRM00450Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRM00500112. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his De-
partment that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been 
unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill 
such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4853/13]

31/01/2013WRM00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The infor-
mation sought by the Deputy concerning the current vacancies on the State boards of bodies 
funded from my Department’s Vote Group is set out in the table.  

The Deputy may note that the revised governance structures which are part of the Public 
Service Reform Plan for the National Library, National Gallery, National Museum, Crawford 
Art Gallery and Irish Museum of Modern Art include reductions in the size of some boards 
and abolition of other existing board structures.  It is for this reason that the vacancies in these 
boards have not been advertised or filled.  

The Deputy may also note that, in relation to the 12 positions on the board of Údarás na 
Gaeltachta, the local authorities have five nominees and the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht has 7.  As outlined in the table, the current vacancy on the board is for a local author-
ity nominee and there is no public application process.  I invited applications via the Public 
Appointments Service for the seven nominees subsequently appointed by me.
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State Board Total 
number of 
positions 
on the 
board

Current 
vacancies

Length of time that 
vacancies have been 
unfilled

Have the vacancies 
been advertised

Number of 
applications 
received to fill 
such vacancies

Údarás na Gaeltachta 12 1 Since November 2012 N/A - the candidate that 
will fill this position 
has been nominated by 
Donegal County Council 
and has yet to be ratified.

N/A 

Irish Film Board 7 7 Since January 2013 Yes - expressions of 
interest were sought for 
future vacancies in June 
2011 and October 2012

51 in 2011
54 in 2012

National Library of 
Ireland

12 1 Since May 2012 No N/A

National Gallery of 
Ireland

17 1 Since November 2012 No N/A

National Museum of 
Ireland

16 1 Since November 2012 No N/A

Irish Museum of Mod-
ern Art (IMMA)

15 6 1 vacancy since June 
2010; 
2 since December 
2011; 
1 since February 2012 
and 
2 since April 2012.

Yes - expressions of 
interest were sought for 
current and future vacan-
cies in May 2011.

69

Crawford Art Gallery 16 8 Since December 2011 No N/A

31/01/2013WRM00650Fostaíocht sa Ghaeltacht

31/01/2013WRM00700113. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
dtabharfaidh sé míniú ar an meath a tháinig ar fhostaíocht i gcliantchuideachtaí de chuid Údarás 
na Gaeltachta i 2012; cad iad na pleananna atá ann chun fostaíocht a chruthú sa Ghaeltacht; 
cén infheistíocht a dhéanfar chun poist a chruthú i mbliana; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [4919/13]

31/01/2013WRM00800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Is gnáth-chuid den saolré gnó é go gcailltear méid áirithe post go bliantúil de réir 
mar a athraíonn treochtaí na n-earnálacha agus de réir mar a dhéanann fiontair athstruchtúrú ar 
a ngnó chun feabhas a chur ar a gcumas iomaíochta.  D’ainneoin sin, bhí an líon post a cailleadh 
in 2012 i gcliant-chomhlachtaí de chuid Údarás na Gaeltachta ar an ráta caillteanais post is lú  le 
breis agus deich mbliana anuas.  Tuigim ón Údarás go bhfuil an bonn fostaíochta i gcomhlachtaí 
Gaeltachta anois ag leibhéal seasmhach agus go bhfuil na comhlachtaí féin níos iomaíche agus 
dírithe níos mó ar easpórtáil. Tháinig ardú ar an leibhéal fostaíochta i gcomhlachtaí a bhí ag 
feidhmiú sna hearnálacha cógaisíochta, feistí leighis, bia agus saindéantúsaíochta le linn na 
bliana agus lean an leibhéal díolacháin agus fostaíochta ag fás i gcomhlachtaí easpórtála. 

De réir ráiteas deireadh bliana Údarás na Gaeltachta a foilsíodh an tseachtain seo caite, 
cruthaíodh 700 post nua i gcliant-chomhlachtaí Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2012. Bhí 7,553 post 
san iomlán sna cliant-chomhlachtaí ag deireadh na bliana, comhdhéanta de 6,933 post lánaim-
seartha agus 620 post páirtaimseartha.  Tuigim gur ceadaíodh tograí i rith 2012 ina mbeidh suas 
le 460 post nua measta á gcruthú iontu agus infheistíocht iomlán mheasta de €37 milliún ag 
baint leo nuair a bheidh siad faoi lán seoil. Beidh go leor de na poist seo ag teacht chun tosaigh 
in 2013 agus sna blianta beaga ina dhiaidh sin.  Is údar dóchais é chomh maith gur cheadaigh an 
Ghníomhaireacht Forbartha Tionscail tacaíocht do 220 post nua breise do chliant-chomhlacht 
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de chuid an Údaráis atá lonnaithe i gConamara in 2012.  

Tá sé thar a bheith tábhachtach mar sin go mbeadh sé d’acmhainn ag an Údarás tacú le poist 
nua leis an leibhéal fostaíochta sa Ghaeltacht a choinneáil slán agus bunús fáis don todhchaí a 
chinntiú.  Dá bhrí sin, faoi réir na Meastachán Athbhreithnithe 2013 a bheith faofa, tá suim iom-
lán de €18.6m curtha ar fáil i Vóta mo Roinne d’Údarás na Gaeltachta don bhliain reatha chun 
cuidiú leis a chuid spriocanna a bhaint amach.  Anuas air sin, tá cead ag an Údarás an fáltas a 
fhaightear ó dhíol maoine a athinfheistiú ina chláir chaipitil.  Tuigim go mbeidh fáil ar thuairim 
is €2m eile i mbliana chun na críche sin.  

31/01/2013WRM00825Road Improvement Schemes

31/01/2013WRM00850114. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
it is expected that the scéim na mbóithre áise will be re-opened; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5047/13]

31/01/2013WRM00875Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): In view of the very limited budget available and in the context of the priorities 
outlined in the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030  , there are currently no plans 
to re-open this scheme in the short to medium-term.

31/01/2013WRM00881Seirbhísí Leathanbhanda

31/01/2013WRM00887115. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní 
Nádúrtha cad iad na pleananna atá aige chun forbairt a dheánamh ar an ngréasán idirlín leath-
anbhanda sa Ghaeltacht; an leagfaidh sé amach an dul chun cinn atá déanta ar fhorbairt an 
ghréasáin sin go dtí seo; an dóigh leis go bhfuil tionchar ag an easpa idirlín leathanbhanda ar 
chruthú post; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [4920/13]

31/01/2013WRM00893Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Gné riachtanach is ea lúdracht leathanbhanda, mar infreastruchtúr cumasúcháin d’fhorbairt 
eacnamaíoch agus shóisialta, i dtaca le fás inmharthana geilleagrach amach anseo agus tá sé 
práinneach ó thaobh an Rialtais de.   Maidir le beartas teileachumarsáide de, tá ról lárnach ag 
na Roinn maidir le réimse tacaíochta reachtaíochta agus rialála a sholáthar ina bhfuil iomaíocht, 
agus in ar féidir leis an earnáil phríobháideach infheistíocht a dhéanamh.

Tá dul chun cinn suntasach déanta le blianta beaga anuas maidir le comharthaí agus luas 
infreastruchtúr náisiúnta leathanbhanda agus tá comhlachtaí tráchtála éagsúla ag soláthar seirb-
hísí trí theicneolaíochtaí éagsúla.  Chuir an Rialtas tionscnaimh éagsúla i bhfeidhm chun leath-
anbhanda a chur ar fáil in áiteanna sa tír nach raibh comhlachtaí tráchtála in ann seirbhísí a 
sholáthar iontu.  Idir infheistíocht phríobháideach agus idirghabháil an Rialtais, chomhlíon Éire 
sprioc Chlár Digiteach Choimisiún an AE don Eoraip, seirbhís bhunúsach leathanbhanda a 
bheith ar fáil i ngach ceantar roimh 2013. 

Tuigeann an Rialtas, tríd an Phlean Náisiúnta Leathanbhanda a d’fhoilsigh mé ar an 30 Lú-
nasa anuraidh, gurab í an príomhsprioc anois, leathanbhanda ardluais a chur ar fáil do chách.  
Tá an Plean dírithe ar leathanbhanda ardluais a chur ar fáil ar fud na tíre trí chinntiú go mbeidh 
seirbhísí ardluais 30Mbps ar a laghad ar fáil do gach saoránach agus gnó i bhfad roimh spriocd-
háta an AE, 2020. 

Tá ré nua i ndán d’Éirinn mar sin i dtaca le hinfheistíocht ón earnáil phoiblí agus phríob-
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háideach ina mbeidh luas i bhfad níos airde ar fáil ar fud na tíre.  Nuair a bhí Plean Náisiúnta 
Leathanbhanda na hÉireann á ullmhú, shonraigh na comhlachtaí tráchtála go raibh súil acu 
seirbhísí 70Mbps go dtí 100Mbps a chur ar fáil do 50% den daonra roimh 2015. Tá an earnáil 
thráchtála ag déanamh na n-infheistíochtaí seo i seirbhísí ardluais cheana go háirithe i gceantair 
uirbeacha agus leathuirbeacha.   Tá an Rialtas tiomanta freisin ar Phlean maidir le hinfheistíocht 
a dhéanamh i gceantair nach mbeadh seirbhísí ardluais inmharthana ar bhonn eacnamaíoch de, 
agus nach gcuirfidh comhlachtaí tráchtála na seirbhísí ar fáil iontu.

Tá mo Roinn ag ullmhú plean náisiúnta mapála lena fháil amach cá háit a éireoidh leis an 
mhargadh agus cá háit nach n-éireoidh leis an mhargadh maidir le leathanbhanda ardluais a sho-
láthar sna blianta romhainn.  Léireoidh seo an leibhéal idirghníomhaíochta a bheidh riachtanach 
ón Rialtas agus na ceantair ina mbeidh sé riachtanach don Rialtas infheistíocht a dhéanamh.  
Tríd an Phean Náisiúnta Leathanbhanda, tá muid tiomanta ar luasanna don chéad ghlúin eile 
den leathanbhanda a mhéadú go mór, lena chinntiú gur féidir le gach saoránach agus gnó, iad 
siúd sa Ghaeltacht san áireamh, cumarsáid digiteach a bheith ar fáil acu.

31/01/2013WRM00947Broadband Services Provision

31/01/2013WRM01000116. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to redress the regional differences in broadband access; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4878/13]

31/01/2013WRM01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Broadband connectivity, as an enabling infrastructure for economic and social development, is 
a critical element of future sustainable economic growth throughout the regions and is a prior-
ity for Government.  Ireland’s telecommunications market has been liberalised since 1999 and 
since then has developed into a well-regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial 
operators, providing services over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The combina-
tion of private investment and State interventions such as the National and the Rural Broad-
band Schemes undertaken to date has resulted in Ireland meeting the EU Commission’s Digital 
Agenda for Europe target of having a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

Notwithstanding the positive developments, there remains an unacceptable digital divide 
between rural and urban areas.  A key commitment in the National Broadband Plan, which 
I published on 30 August last year, is to decisively tackle this divide.  The Plan commits to 
high speed broadband availability across the country by ensuring that high speed services of 
at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s 
target date of 2020.  Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sec-
tor investment in broadband which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across all 
regions.

The commercial sector is already investing in high speed services, particularly in urban and 
semi-urban areas.  The Government is committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high 
speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  Undoubt-
edly, because of Ireland’s low population density, particularly in rural areas, and the capabilities 
of different technologies, it will not always be possible for all parts of the country to experience 
the same speeds.  The key, however, is to ensure that citizens and businesses, wherever they are 
located, have a broadband connection which meets their needs to interact effectively with soci-
ety and business.  The Government’s commitment of 30Mbps availability to all will deliver this.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 12.
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31/01/2013WRM01188Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRM01225118. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the 
aegis of his Department that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacan-
cies have been unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of ap-
plications to fill such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4855/13]

31/01/2013WRM01262Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In the case of public bodies established by Statute, the maximum, and sometimes minimum, 
number of persons that may be appointed to the Board is generally set out in the relevant leg-
islation.  Having regard to the number of persons currently serving on the Boards of bodies 
under the aegis of my Department I have set out in the following table the maximum number of 
additional persons that could be appointed to these bodies.  In relation to the Digital Hub De-
velopment Agency, in light of the merger of that agency with Dublin City Council, as decided 
by the Government, it is not proposed to make further appointments at this time. 

I have, for the past two years, on the Department’s website, invited Expressions of Interest 
from persons wishing to be considered for appointment to vacancies on State Boards under the 
aegis of my Department.  In both years, this information has been used to inform decisions for 
appointments to State Boards.  In 2012 there were 37 applications received following the ad-
vertisement for Expressions of Interest.  I will shortly be advertising on the website for persons 
interested in such appointments during 2013.

Name of Body Number of vacancies currently out-
standing as of 29/01/2013

Date when vacancy arose

TG4 1 31/03/2012
An Post 1 22/11/2012
Digital Hub Development Agency 6 1 since 27/01/2009

3 since 23/10/2009 
1 since 10/11/2009 
1 since 30/11/2009

Bord Gáis Éireann 1 17/12/2012
Electricity Supply Board 1 05/06/2012
Irish National Petroleum Corporation Limited *1 14/12/2007
National Oil Reserves Agency 1 26/09/2012
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 3 1 since 30/04/2012 

1 since 01/05/2012 
1 since 21/08/2012

The Mining Board 1 01/09/2012

   *Will not be filled due to limited extent of current and future business

31/01/2013WRM01281Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2013WRM01300119. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources in the context of Ireland’s newly signed Memorandum of Understanding with the UK 
for the export of wind generated electricity, the number of wind farm developments that have 
been granted planning permission, by county, over the past five years; the number of proposed 
wind farm developments that have been refused planning permission, by county, over the past 
five years; the number of local authority permissions or refusals for proposed wind farm devel-
opments, by county, that have been either overturned or upheld on appeal to An Bord Pleanála 
in the past five years. [5013/13]
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31/01/2013WRM01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department does not track the number of individual wind farm developments granted or 
refused planning permission or that were subject to appeal on a national or county basis.  In 
addition to planning permission, in order to connect to the electricity grid in Ireland, windfarm 
developers require a grid connection.  The grid connection process is vested in the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation (CER).  CER issued the Gate 3 direction in December 2008 (CER 
08/260 available at www.cer.ie.).  This sets out the list of renewable generators entitled to a grid 
connection offer under the Gate 3 process.  The Department monitors the number of windfarms 
connected to the grid and contracted to connect to the grid (i.e. that have accepted their grid 
connection offers.)  This data is publicly available on the EirGrid and ESB Networks websites 
(www.eirgrid.com  and www.esb.ie.) 

In terms of the MoU signed with the United Kingdom, this is an interim step on the agree-
ment of a programme of work to be taken forward in the coming year, with the objective of 
reaching a mutually beneficial inter-governmental agreement on renewable trading.  No deci-
sion has yet been taken on the selection process for projects under a potential intergovernmental 
agreement.   

    Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 9.

31/01/2013WRN00250Renewable Energy Incentives

31/01/2013WRN00300121. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his plans to help develop the wave energy sector in view of the fact that Ireland’s ocean 
generated power potential is estimated to be enough to supply as much as three quarters of our 
energy requirements; the benefit that accrued from the €22 million set aside in 2009 for ocean 
energy development; and if he intends to offer State incentives to encourage private investment 
in this sector. [5015/13]

31/01/2013WRN00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Wave and tidal energy is still at the research, development and deployment stage globally and is 
not yet commercially viable.  Ireland’s 2020 legally binding target under the Renewable Energy 
Directive has to be met across the transport, heating and electricity sectors by 2020.  The target 
is set at 16% of all energy consumed to be from renewable sources, with a minimum of 10% in 
the transport sector.  Ireland has set out that we intend to meet the target through 40% renew-
able electricity, 10% renewable transport and 12% renewable heating by 2020, which together 
amounts to 16% of all energy consumed.  At the end of 2012, 6.4% of all energy consumed was 
from renewable sources, hence a significant increase is required in the 8 years remaining.

Wave and tidal energy has the potential to contribute to our renewable electricity target 
by 2020, provided the technologies become commercially viable in the period to 2020.  Our 
National Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) includes 75MW of ocean energy contribut-
ing to our 2020 target out of an estimated total of 4000MW required to deliver 40% renewable 
electricity.  This is based on the assumption that by 2020 some early pre-commercial wave and 
tidal devices will be connected and exporting power to the electricity grid.

A range of supports have been deployed since 2009 in support of wave and tidal develop-
ment.  The Ocean Energy Development Unit in the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI) has been taking forward the development of the sector through administration of a Pro-
totype Development Fund of grants for industry. SEAI has also been progressing the develop-
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ment of a full scale grid connected wave test site off County Mayo, which would complement 
existing wave testing facilities i.e. the wave tank in Cork and the quarter scale wave testing site 
in Galway Bay.

The cumulative amount of expenditure on Ocean Energy in the period 2009 – 2013, in-
cluding the estimated 2013 allocation, is €19.159m.  Other supports for the sector include the 
development of the Beaufort Laboratory as part of the IMERC facility in Cork, which will see 
a re-housing of the wave tank facility and will bring together researchers in the area currently 
based in the Hydraulics and Maritime Research Centre (HMRC) and the Coastal and Marine 
Research Centre (CMRC), as part of a broader campus approach with the Naval College, UCC 
and Cork Institute of Technology, aimed at maximising on marine industrial opportunities.

Research in the ocean energy area is ongoing in most universities across the country and 
ocean energy was recently identified as 1 of 14 priority research areas by the Department of 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in their Research Prioritisation Exercise.  SEAI has been al-
located funding for ocean energy by my Department this year and will be continuing to offer 
grants under the Prototype Development Fund in 2013 and to progress development of the grid 
connected wave test site off County Mayo.

31/01/2013WRN00450Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2013WRN00500122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the extent to which applications for wind farm generation electricity have been 
approved to date; the number of any such application still outstanding for whatever reason; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5018/13]

31/01/2013WRN00600124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the currently identified main sources of alternative electricity generation; 
the extent to which each source is likely to develop in the coming years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5020/13]

31/01/2013WRN00700125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will outline progress and development in respect of the various forms 
of alternatively generated electricity which now contribute to the national grid; the extent to 
which each has become a contributor and is likely to so do in the short and medium term; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5021/13]

31/01/2013WRN00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 122, 124 and 125 together.  

Directive 2009/28/EC known as the Renewable Energy Directive assigns a legally bind-
ing target of 16% on Ireland for the share of renewables in energy consumption by 2020.  This 
target has to be met across the electricity, transport and heating sectors and a minimum of 10% 
in the transport sector is required.  Ireland intends to meet the target through 40% renewable 
electricity, 10% renewable transport and 12% renewable heating, which amounts to 16% of 
overall energy consumption, commensurate with our target.

In terms of 40% renewable electricity to be achieved by 2020, the technologies through 
which this will be delivered has been largely determined by the grid connection offers to renew-
able generators.  The grid connection process is vested in the Commission for Energy Regula-
tion (CER). CER published a Gate 3 direction in December 2008, which was specifically de-
signed with the intention of providing for sufficient renewable energy grid connection offers to 
achieve 40% renewable electricity by 2020.  The Gate 3 grid connection direction includes a list 
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of specific renewable generating projects to receive grid connections and the type of renewable 
plant which each generator applied to build. The bulk of these are wind developments, which 
will play a key role in the delivery of our 2020 target.

In addition, the CER published a decision on the connection of small, low carbon renewable 
generators outside the Gate process (CER 09/99.)  This mechanism specifically provides for 
the ability of small anaerobic digesters, biomass CHP plants, wave and tidal devices and other 
non-wind renewable low carbon generators to connect to the grid outside of the Gate process 
by 2020.

Given that at the time Gate 3 was designed, the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) 
anticipated that 5,800MW of renewable generation would be required and that the latest mod-
elling from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) shows that approximately 
4,000MW will now be required to meet 40% renewable electricity, it is considered that there 
is sufficient generation in the existing Gates, even if some projects ultimately don’t proceed to 
build.

In order to deliver on our 2020 targets, EirGrid and ESB Networks need to deliver on the 
implementation of the Grid 25 Plans.  A large amount of grid upgrades and new grid build is 
required, in order for the projects in the existing Gate to be built out.  Figures from the System 
Operators indicate that over 13,000MW of renewable generators have applied for grid connec-
tion offers additional to Gate 3.  The take up of Gate 3 is not yet known, pending decisions by 
the SEM Committee on Scheduling and Dispatch and the issuance of updated constraint reports 
by EirGrid.  The decision about any future Gate will have to be considered in the context of the 
take up of Gate 3, the delivery of our 2020 targets and the upgrading and development of the 
Grid and operational changes required to ensure 40% renewable electricity by 2020.

At end 2012, the generation figures for renewable electricity in Ireland were 2005 MW, 
broken down as follows:

 - 1697 MW wind generation

 - 216 MW large scale hydro

 - 21 MW of small-scale hydro

 - 71 MW of smaller renewable sources (CHP, solar and other bio-energy etc.).

Over 17% of our electricity consumption in 2012 was from renewable sources.  While we 
still need to more than double that figure in the next 8 years, progress in recent years has been 
positive.  The modelling carried out by SEAI for the First Progress Report on the National 
Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) indicates the following breakdown of technologies 
contributing to our 40% renewable electricity target: 3521MW of wind, 274MW of biomass 
technologies by 2020, 234MW of hydro and 75MW of wave and tidal technology.

31/01/2013WRN00850Exploration Licences Approvals

31/01/2013WRN00900123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of exploration licences issued in each of the last five years to 
date; the numbers that have returned or position or commercially viable results; the likelihood 
for such in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5019/13]

31/01/2013WRN01000126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
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Natural Resources the extent to which positive or commercially viable explorations have identi-
fied oil, gas or other minerals or ores on or offshore in each of the past three years to date; the 
extent to which further development is expected in this regard; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5022/13]

31/01/2013WRN01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos. 123 and 126 together.

The number of Mineral Prospecting Licences and Petroleum Exploration Licences granted 
in each year between 1 January 2009 and to date in 2013 is set out in the following table:

Licences Granted during period 2009-2013

Year Prospecting Licences (Minerals) Petroleum Exploration Licences 
2009 66 1
2010 93 0
2011 98 2
2012 102 0
2013 1 0
Total 360 3

While there have been no new commercial discoveries of oil or gas in the Irish onshore or 
offshore in the past five years the drilling of an appraisal well on the Barryroe prospect in the 
Celtic Sea has shown encouraging results.  More work will be required to determine if the dis-
covery is actually commercial and it is not clear at this stage how long this process will take.  
While no new commercially viable deposits of minerals have been discovered recently, there 
have been some encouraging results, particularly in Counties Limerick and Clare.  However, it 
is too early to determine whether these results will lead to identification of commercially viable 
deposits or to estimate the economic benefits that might accrue.

Details of all exploration licences can be found in the six-monthly reports to the Oireachtas, 
which I am obliged to lay before the Houses under the Petroleum and other Minerals Devel-
opment Act 1960 and Minerals Development Acts, 1940 to 1999 respectively.  The last such 
reports are in respect of the six-month period ending 30th June 2012.  These reports are also 
available on my Department’s website at the following links: http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/Natural/
Petroleum+Affairs+Division/Acreage+and+Activity+Reports/ and http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/
Natural/Exploration+and+Mining+Division/Oireachtas+Reports/.

  Questions Nos. 124 and 125 answered with Question No. 122.

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 123.

31/01/2013WRN01350Post Office Network

31/01/2013WRN01400127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he continues to receive updated reports from the Regu-
lator and or An Post in regard to the future role of the postal services and Post Office network 
with particular reference to the need to ensure the continuation of such services in both rural 
and urban areas and the utilisation of new technology in course thereof; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [5023/13]

31/01/2013WRN01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Operational matters in relation to the post office network are a matter for the management and 
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Board of An Post and one in which I have no statutory function.  As shareholder, however, I 
do have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing commercial position of the Company and I 
regularly liaise with the Company in this regard.  An Post has many strengths and has the largest 
retail presence in the country.  I have impressed on the Company the need to further exploit its 
unique position in this regard and have been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income 
streams and to win a wider range of commercial contracts offering higher margins.

I welcome the progress An Post has made towards diversification with its enhanced ar-
rangement with AIB and its agreement with Aviva for the transfer of Aviva Ireland’s branch 
offices personal insurance business book to One Direct.  In the context of the public sector 
transformation agenda, I will continue to engage with my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform in relation to consideration, as appropriate, of the post office network 
for transactional elements of the business of Government Departments and Agencies, and have 
stressed to my Government colleagues that the network is ideally configured for over the coun-
ter transactions.

In relation to postal services, the Government’s core policy goal for the postal sector is to 
ensure that Irish customers, both business and residential, enjoy competitively priced, high 
quality postal services.  The Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Act 2011 has put in 
place a robust and appropriate regulatory framework for the postal services market.

While I have overall responsibility for the postal sector, the Act charges the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as the postal regulator, with the promotion of the 
development of the postal sector and particularly the availability of the universal postal service, 
the promotion of the interests of users and the facilitation of the development of competition in 
the sector.  ComReg is in regular contact with my Department.

Under the 2011 Act, An Post is statutorily required, as the designated universal service 
provider, to provide a universal postal service.  The essential element of this obligation is the 
collection and delivery of mail to every address in the State on every working day.  The univer-
sal service obligation is a form of safety net, ensuring by way of regulatory obligations that a 
minimum set of services is provided at an affordable price for the benefit of all users, irrespec-
tive of their geographical location.  It is a fundamental principle of the regulatory framework 
for postal services and is an explicit requirement of the EU Postal Services Directive which has 
provided for the gradual and controlled opening of the postal services market to competition.  
The Deputy may wish to note that the Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Act of 
2011 also makes provision for a compensation mechanism, to be met by the postal industry, if 
it is found that the universal service obligation is an unfair burden on the designated universal 
service provider.

31/01/2013WRN01550Telecommunications Services Provision

31/01/2013WRN01600128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if in line with other European countries, Ireland’s telecommunication ser-
vices including broadband and mobile telephony are updated and upgraded in terms of quality 
and extent throughout the country with particular reference to the need of the industrial and 
domestic sectors now and in the future in view of the existence of competition in the context of 
national recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5024/13]

31/01/2013WRN01700129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the most effective method of extending and upgrading broadband facilities 
with maximum benefit to the consumer and best value for money and the utilisation of wire, 
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wireless, fibre optics or other systems including satellite; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5025/13]

31/01/2013WRN01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 128 and 129 together.

Broadband connectivity, as an enabling infrastructure for economic and social development, 
is a critical element of future sustainable economic growth and a priority for Government.  In 
terms of telecommunications policy, my Department plays a key role in providing a supportive 
legislative and regulatory environment within which competition can flourish and private sector 
investment can take place.

Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Government has also undertaken a number 
of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where commercial operators have 
been unable to offer services.  The combination of private investment and State interventions 
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a 
basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  This is a challenge which faces all Member States who in turn experience differ-
ent barriers to deployment.  The National Broadband Plan commits to ensuring that high speed 
services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance 
of the EU’s target date of 2020.  Ireland is now moving to a new phase of public and private 
sector investment in broadband which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across 
the country.

As a consequence of the recent multi-band spectrum auction conducted by ComReg, new 
high speed 4G telecoms services will be rolled out by mobile operators and will significantly 
increase the speeds available across wireless platforms.  In addition, the commercial sector is 
already making investments in high speed fixed line services, particularly in urban and semi-
urban areas.

The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high 
speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  My De-
partment is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to determine 
the exact position in relation to commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband 
services throughout the country.  This exercise will identify where the market is expected to 
succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years and will there-
fore inform the level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas that need to 
be targeted.  It will also form a critical input to an EU State Aids application in respect of any 
State-led intervention.  A range of technologies are possible in order to deliver the speeds set 
out in the National Broadband Plan and the technologies used may vary according to circum-
stances.  This will ensure that citizens or businesses, wherever they are located, have a broad-
band connection which meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business in the 
digital environment.

31/01/2013WRO00150Broadband Services Speeds

31/01/2013WRO00200130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
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Natural Resources the current rating of quality speed and standard of broadband here when 
compared with other EU jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5026/13]

31/01/2013WRO00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The most recently published statistical report published by the Commission for Communica-
tions Regulation (ComReg), for the period July-September 2012, reports that 75% of broadband 
customers in Ireland have contracted for marketed broadband services in a range between 2-10 
Mbps and a further 21% have contracted at speeds exceeding 10 Mbps.  EU Commission sta-
tistics, published on its digital scoreboard website, which compare marketed broadband speeds 
across the EU 27 ranks Ireland at 84% access in a range between 2-10 Mbps compared to the 
EU average of 87% in this range.  In the case of speeds at or exceeding 10 Mbps, the EU Com-
mission reports 29% availability over fixed lines in Ireland compared to an EU average of 48%.

It can be noted however that the EU Commission reports are based on 2011 data. The more 
recent ComReg report notes an overall trend of customers contracting at higher speeds.  The 
proportion of customers contracting at or below 2 Mbps fell from 7% - to 5% of all subscrip-
tions between Q3 2011 and Q3 2012.  I welcome this trend towards higher speeds which is 
consistent with the commitment set in the National Broadband Plan, which I published on the 
30th August last year, to ensure that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all 
of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.

31/01/2013WRO00350Broadband Services Provision

31/01/2013WRO00400131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he has identified the existence of particular black spots 
throughout the country in relation to the availability of broadband services; when he expects 
such issues to be addressed in full with particular reference to meeting the needs of the business, 
domestic and commercial sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5027/13]

31/01/2013WRO00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  The Government has also undertaken a number 
of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts of the country where commercial operators have 
been unable to offer services.  The combination of private investment and State interventions 
means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a 
basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country by 
ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.  Ireland is now therefore moving 
to a new phase of public and private sector investment in broadband in Ireland which will see 
significantly improved speeds delivered across the country. 

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed 
services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The Government is also committed in the 
Plan to investing in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not 
be provided by the market.
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My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broad-
band over the coming years.  This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be 
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  Through the imple-
mentation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increasing the availability of 
next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citizens and business can 
participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

31/01/2013WRO00550Renewable Energy Generation Issues

31/01/2013WRO00600132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the degree to which the use and production of biodiesel, bioethanol or other 
energy continues to develop in accordance with targets; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5028/13]

31/01/2013WRO00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive set a binding target on all Member States to achieve 
at least 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020.  The increased deployment of Electric 
Vehicles will help in this regard but the primary means of meeting this target will be by the 
increasing use of biofuels.  The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 and 
works by obligating large road transport fuel suppliers to bring a certain amount of biofuels to 
the market. This has seen increased amounts of biofuels such as biodiesel and bioethanol being 
deployed in Ireland.  From the start of this year, I have increased the obligation on fuel suppliers 
to include at least 6% by volume biofuels in their overall annual disposal of road transport fuels 
from the previous obligation rate of 4%.  The recent increase in the obligation rate along with 
future increases will see the biofuel market grow to an estimated 500 million litres by 2020.  
This will continue to create further opportunities for the indigenous biofuel industry.

31/01/2013WRO00750Exploration Licences Approvals

31/01/2013WRO00800133. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will give a commitment that no licences for on-shore unconventional 
shale gas exploration will be granted at least until the new Environmental Protection Agency 
report on the Environmental Impacts of Unconventional Gas Exploration and Extraction is 
completed and considered. [5059/13]

31/01/2013WRO00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently announced the terms of reference for the 
more extensive second stage of its research into the use of hydraulic fracturing, the final results 
of which are expected in early 2015.  As I have confirmed to the House on a number of previ-
ous occasions, no decision will be made on any proposal for the use of hydraulic fracturing in 
exploration drilling in Ireland until there has been time to consider the outcome of this further 
EPA research.

31/01/2013WRO00950Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

31/01/2013WRO01000134. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide funding to Kerry County Council for group sewerage schemes 
in the county in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4837/13]
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31/01/2013WRO01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.  Last month I an-
nounced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to €6,500 per house or 75% of the 
cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of grant available was €2,031.58 
per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.  I propose, in the first instance, to carry 
out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased grant level. My Department asked lo-
cal authorities to include in their requests for funding under the 2013 Rural Water Programme 
proposals for group sewerage schemes which might be viable based on the increased grant. The 
selection of the pilot schemes and related funding arrangements will be completed as soon as 
possible after examination of the proposals recently received from local authorities.

31/01/2013WRO01150Departmental Agencies Issues

31/01/2013WRO01200135. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under 
the aegis of his Department that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such va-
cancies have been unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of 
applications to fill such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4858/13]

31/01/2013WRO01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is as follows:

Agency Number of 
Vacancies 

Date Vacancy Arose Number of Vacancies 
Advertised 

Number of Applications 
Received to date 

An Bord Pleanála 2* 30 June 2010 and 1 
January 2012 

N/A N/A 

Housing Finance 
Agency 

1** 1 March 2012 N/A N/A 

Housing Sustainable 
Communities Agency 

3 1 August 2012 All Process being handled by 
Public Appointments Ser-
vice. Applications close on 
8 February 2013. 

Private Residential 
Tenancies Board 

2 31 December 2012 All 22 

Radiological Protec-
tion Institute Ireland 

1 19 September 2012 Position will remain vacant 
due to impending merger 
with Environmental Protec-
tion Agency 

- 

Western Development 
Commission 

1 7 September 2012 It is not proposed to fill this 
vacancy at present. 

- 

Pobal*** 1 3 December 2012 A notice was placed on 
the Department’s website 
on 3 August 2012 seeking 
expressions of interest from 
people interested in filling 
vacancies, as they arise, on 
the Board of Pobal. 

34 

*Two temporary Board members were recently appointed to deal with a backlog of cases. 
There are no plans to appoint any permanent Board members at present.

** A recruitment process for the post of Chief Executive Officer is currently underway and 
that position when filled is an automatic appointment to the Board.
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*** Pobal is a not-for-profit private company limited by guarantee with charitable status 
which manages programmes on behalf of the Irish Government and the EU.

A number of different statutory processes are involved in appointments to State boards. In 
some cases statutory selection procedures must be followed or nominations must be sought 
from independent nominating panels before appointments are made by the Government or by 
the Minister. In a number of situations, only some appointments to the body concerned are 
made by the Minister, or appointments are made with the consent of another Minister.

31/01/2013WRO01350Unfinished Housing Developments

31/01/2013WRO01400136. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will clarify if estates may be subjects of developers’ bonds and simultane-
ously not be classified on the list of unfinished estates for the purpose of the household charge; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4897/13]

31/01/2013WRO01500137. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will clarify if estates may be classified on the list of unfinished estates for the 
purposes of the household charge and simultaneously remain subjects of developers’ bonds; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4898/13]

31/01/2013WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 136 and 137 together.

As part of the process of preparing the National Housing Development Survey 2011, pub-
lished by my Department in October 2011, local authorities provided details of all unfinished 
housing developments in their areas. Unfinished housing developments were divided into four 
categories as follows:

- Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the developer, 
or where no serious public safety issues exist;

- Category two, where a receiver has been appointed;

- Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place 
but effectively inactive; and,

- Category four, where the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing seri-
ous problems for residents. 

The provision of a security (including bonds and cash deposits) to ensure the satisfactory 
completion of developments is a separate matter and will remain as a condition of relevant plan-
ning permissions.

31/01/2013WRO01650Fire Service Issues

31/01/2013WRO01700138. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to firefighters’ concerns regarding a possible 
reduction in firefighter numbers by 20% (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4932/13]

31/01/2013WRO01800140. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government his views on the proposal to reduce firefighter numbers on appliances by 
20% as outlined in the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management’s Keeping 
Communities Safe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4935/13]

31/01/2013WRO01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 138 and 140 together.

My Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management has developed 
a policy document, Keeping Communities Safe (KCS), which is intended to set the future direc-
tion of fire services in Ireland. It sets out a system of national processes and standards for fire 
service delivery in Ireland based on a risk management approach to fire safety.  The national 
standards that are proposed in KCS are in keeping with international good practice and are 
crucial to a consistent approach across fire services in Ireland.  The standards in question are 
based on an ‘area risk categorisation’ system which will be applied across the country by all fire 
services.  This will result in fire station areas being risk graded across five bands from very high 
to very low.  The fire service response in terms of numbers of fire appliances and fire crews in 
an area is then related to this risk categorisation.  Pre-determined attendances (PDAs) indicate 
the number of appliances that will be mobilised initially in response to calls for assistance to 
particular categories of incident.

Fires in dwellings (other than chimney fires) are categorised as primary fires and two fire 
engines will be the normal initial response to primary fires (pre-determined attendance).  This 
may be varied by the incident commander in light of available information.  The first appliance 
mobilised to an incident would have a normal crew complement of 5 personnel, to include 
a designated Incident Commander, with 4 personnel on the second or subsequent appliances 
mobilised from the same station.  I understand that a small number of stations within Dublin 
currently respond to an incident with 6 personnel in the first appliance . Therefore, the 20% 
reduction mentioned in the Question s refers to the impact of the proposal on a limited number 
of stations within Dublin Fire Brigade.

In accordance with KCS, the primary responsibility will be on local service management 
to conduct a risk categorisation process for its functional area.  However, there is specific pro-
vision in KCS that in situations where fire services consider it appropriate to put in place ar-
rangements different to the norms set out above such proposals and the supporting case may be 
included in the fire service’s discussions with an External Validation Group. This will ensure, 
as far as possible, that appropriate risk categorisation is applied and any vulnerabilities are ad-
dressed.  The draft KCS document is available on my Department’s web site at www.environ.
ie, and I intend to publish it as national policy in the near future.

31/01/2013WRO01950Local Authority Housing Provision

31/01/2013WRO02000139. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the housing options available to a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4933/13]

31/01/2013WRO02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is open to any person or household to apply to a housing 
authority for an assessment of their housing need. It is a matter solely for the housing authority 
concerned to determine whether an applicant for social housing support is eligible for and in 
need of that support. The authority must make its determination in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and regulations made 
under that section, primarily the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, having regard 
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to the particular circumstances of the case. As Minister I am precluded from exercising any 
power or control in relation to any particular case with which a housing authority is or may be 
concerned.

     Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 138.

31/01/2013WRP00250Private Rented Accommodation Provision

31/01/2013WRP00300141. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if landlords may refuse tenants on rent supplement; the notice a landlord 
must give to tenants to force them to leave; and if this is a Private Residential Tenancy Board 
issue. [4950/13]

31/01/2013WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the tenant-
landlord relationship in the private rented residential sector. The Act sets out the law relating to 
the rights and obligations of tenants and landlords in the sector covering, inter alia, security of 
tenure and the termination of tenancies.

The maximum duration of a tenancy under the Act is four years, after which a new tenancy 
must be registered with the Board. Where a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a 
continuous period of 6 months, and no notice of termination has been served in respect of the 
tenancy before the expiry of the period of 6 months, the tenancy continues in being for the re-
mainder of the four year period and this is referred to in the Act as a Part 4 tenancy. A landlord 
may not serve a notice of termination on such a tenant except in very clearly defined circum-
stances such as a failure by the tenant to comply with his or her obligations in relation to the 
tenancy, where the landlord intends to sell the property within 3 months after the termination 
of the tenancy or where the landlord requires the dwelling for his or her own occupation or for 
that of a family member.

The employment status of a tenant, or whether the tenant is in receipt of rent supplement, 
has no impact on the tenant’s legal rights to remain in the tenancy for the remainder of the Part 
4 tenancy and any changes in that status cannot be used by a landlord as grounds for termination 
of a Part 4 tenancy.

31/01/2013WRP00450Private Rented Accommodation Provision

31/01/2013WRP00500142. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the advice and support available to a person (details supplied). [4954/13]

31/01/2013WRP00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in the operational matters of the Private 
Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), an independent statutory body established under the Res-
idential Tenancies Act 2004, and cannot therefore comment on the specifics of any individual 
case.

31/01/2013WRP00650Deontais faoi Údarás na Gaeltachta
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31/01/2013WRP00700143. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
an bhfuil sé i gceist aige deontas méadaithe 50% a chur ar fáil do dhaoine ar oileáin amach 
ón gcósta nach bhfuil ceangailte leis an mórthír le droichead chun uasghrádú a dhéanamh ar 
a gcuid córais eisiltigh de bharr an chostais bhreise a bhaineann le tógáil ar oileáin; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [5016/13]

31/01/2013WRP00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): D’fhógair mé le déanaí go raibh sé ar intinn agam scéim deontais a chur ar fáil le cúnamh 
airgeadais a sholáthar do theaghlaigh lenar gá dóibh feabhsúchán nó ceartú a dheanamh ar a 
mhúnlaigh umair agus a gcórais chóireála fuíolluisce tar éis iniúchadh faoin Acht um Sheirbhísí 
Uisce (Leasú) 2012. Tá foráil le haghaigh na scéime á dhéanamh i Vóta mo Roinne do 2013.  
Bainfidh an scéim le córais cóireála atá cláraithe ag an dáta dlite, 1 Feabhra 2013, agus gur gá 
oibreacha feabhais a chur i gcrích mar gur theip ar an gcóras le linn iniúchadh a rinneadh faoin 
Acht 2012.  Brathann an méad deontais a bheidh ar fáil ar chostas na feabhsúcháin a chaithfear 
a dheanamh agus ioncam an teaghlaigh lena mbaineann an córas. Beidh leibhéal níos airde ta-
caíochta ar fáil do theaghlaigh ar ioncaim íseal. Beidh sonraí iomlána na scéime leagtha amach 
i rialacháin nua a thabharfaidh mé chun críche sara thosnaíonn na hiniúchtaí níos déanaí i mbli-
ana.

31/01/2013WRP00850Household Charge Collection

31/01/2013WRP00900144. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of households estimated to be liable for the household charge in 
each county; the number who have paid; the percentage paid in each county; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5054/13]

31/01/2013WRP01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge.  Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge.  The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.

The attached table details, as of 28 January 2013, the total number of payments and waiv-
ers registered for the Household Charge by local authority area, the number of estimated liable 
properties, and the percentage of the properties registered per estimated number of liable prop-
erties.

County/City 
Council

Properties 
registered 
(paid) 

Properties regis-
tered (waivers) 

Total Properties 
Registered

Estimated No. of 
Liable properties 

Properties Registered as a 
% of Liable Properties 

Carlow 12,515 322 12,837 18,257 70.31%

Cavan 16,683 1,153 17,836 25,611 69.64%

Clare 33,675 439 34,114 45,786 74.51%

Cork City 28,546 176 28,722 41,649 68.96%

Cork County 94,988 2,644 97,632 143,887 67.85%

Donegal 37,689 547 38,236 65,331 58.53%

Dublin City 140,046 1,212 141,258 190,685 74.08%

Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown

63,981 406 64,387 74,390 86.55%

Fingal 61,707 2,309 64,016 90,286 70.90%

Galway City 21,191 59 21,250 27,086 78.45%
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County/City 
Council

Properties 
registered 
(paid) 

Properties regis-
tered (waivers) 

Total Properties 
Registered

Estimated No. of 
Liable properties 

Properties Registered as a 
% of Liable Properties 

Galway County 42,541 747 43,288 62,851 68.87%

Kerry 44,079 330 44,409 58,792 75.54%

Kildare 45,623 1,786 47,409 68,215 69.50%

Kilkenny 21,973 535 22,508 32,067 70.19%

Laois 16,717 376 17,093 26,185 65.28%

Leitrim 9,243 204 9,447 13,069 72.29%

Limerick City 14,187 226 14,413 20,380 70.72%

Limerick County 32,065 714 32,779 46,473 70.53%

Longford 8,709 601 9,310 12,928 72.01%

Louth 25,329 1,018 26,347 41,176 63.99%

Mayo 39,721 998 40,719 51,363 79.28%

Meath 38,955 992 39,947 60,652 65.86%

Monaghan 14,075 294 14,369 20,176 71.22%

North Tipperary 18,043 536 18,579 24,839 74.80%

Offaly 15,603 413 16,016 25,224 63.50%

Roscommon 17,023 427 17,450 23,888 73.05%

Sligo 18,623 286 18,909 25,281 74.80%

South Dublin 53,528 414 53,942 81,822 65.93%

South Tipperary 21,100 327 21,427 30,368 70.56%

Waterford City 10,749 168 10,917 15,753 69.30%

Waterford County 16,781 157 16,938 24,777 68.36%

Westmeath 20,593 370 20,963 29,872 70.18%

Wexford 36,647 1,273 37,920 56,030 67.68%

Wicklow 32,294 495 32,789 45,665 71.80%

National 1,125,222 22,954 1,148,176 1,620,814 70.84%

31/01/2013WRP01050Septic Tank Registration Scheme

31/01/2013WRP01100145. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it is obligatory to register a private waste water system in a house that is cur-
rently uninhabitable; if the house is repaired and is made habitable and the owner then registers 
the waste water system will they be eligible for the new grant for the upgrade of waste water 
systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5056/13]

31/01/2013WRP01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 requires that all owners of premises connected 
to domestic waste water treatment systems must register their system on or before 1 February 
2013. This includes owners of premises which may for the time being be unoccupied, unless 
the treatment system serving the property has been emptied and de-commissioned. Septic tanks 
and other domestic waste water treatment systems which have not been emptied and de-com-
missioned will contain sludge and waste waters which may constitute a risk to public health or 
the environment.

I recently announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide financial as-
sistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment systems 
require remediation or upgrading following inspection under the Water Services (Amendment) 
Act 2012. The scheme will apply to treatment systems which have been registered by the due 
date of 1 February 2013 and which are deemed to require remediation having failed an inspec-
tion carried out under the 2012 Act. Full details of the scheme will be defined in regulations 
which I will make in advance of inspections commencing later this year.
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31/01/2013WRP01250Departmental Programmes

31/01/2013WRP01300146. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 75 of 6 December 2012, the reason 
the information promised has not been provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5057/13]

31/01/2013WRP01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The majority of CLÁR measures were closed to applications in 2008. While some mea-
sures accepted applications in 2009 and 2010, all were subsequently closed to new funding 
requests.

All of the remaining commitments under the CLÁR Programme relate to already approved 
Sports Capital projects. The lead Department for these projects and the source of the majority 
of funding for the sports clubs and community groups involved is the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport.

In the years 2002-2012, some €137m was expended under the CLÁR Programme and provi-
sion was made for €0.3m for this year to meet existing commitments.

The information requested in Question No. 75 of 6 December 2012 was not available in the 
format requested at that time. It has since been compiled by my Department and the table below 
details the breakdown on a county basis for the period 2002 to 2012. 

Table CLÁR Expenditure By County by Year 2002 to 2012

COUNTY 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2,010 2011 2012

  € € € € € € € € € € € 

Carlow 0 0 0 0 0 96,633 133,935 0 0 0 0

Cavan 862,755 808,301 704,741 1,283,033 1,348,860 1,044,001 721,885 243,889 25,178 1,818 0

Clare 987,591 544,665 1,270,569 1,630,756 1,494,120 1,010,826 2,112,053 1,555,134 239,401 33,477 0

Cork 1,230,440 589,760 769,792 670,102 2,238,509 1,740,706 2,563,897 1,537,062 299,807 25,460 6,673

Donegal 1,073,862 946,670 984,888 1,399,037 1,691,605 1,974,963 1,669,663 2,535,214 332,812 22,659 2,955

Dublin 0 0 0 0 0 5,058 0 0 0 0 0

Galway 976,307 159,333 1,756,410 1,369,626 970,561 1,195,531 2,399,487 1,277,348 273,146 40,887 27,406

Kerry 1,468,524 638,618 931,777 1,003,080 1,819,936 1,671,758 2,125,042 868,204 1,820,310 94,594 1,491

Kildare 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 266 0

Kilkenny 0 0 0 0 20,038 216,171 51,294 0 6,932 0 0

Laois 0 0 0 0 206,706 109,067 149,763 26,000 3,040 0 0

Leitrim 1,882,397 1,083,257 1,581,902 595,841 2,782,131 1,587,227 1,514,200 1,257,700 276,684 20,578 18,840

Limerick 90,000 38,000 25,601 15,000 290,775 264,997 443,205 89,861 31,750 5,000 0

Longford 335,793 221,577 175,184 239,383 542,396 563,691 277,894 50,219 3,360 1,524 18,704

Louth 287,034 330,421 379,532 168,951 204,398 220,943 110,590 8,000 630 0 0

Mayo 2,326,138 1,280,046 1,631,275 2,474,475 4,911,704 5,434,527 4,297,181 2,290,648 1,870,430 30,564 481

Meath 87,170 10,000 34,049 25,284 36,770 71,249 102,435 16,100 0 0 0

Monaghan 200,666 154,936 200,482 266,812 734,841 817,112 1,022,568 167,114 200,123 1,414 0

Offaly 0 0 0 0 104,755 35,244 294,234 47,300 0 0 0

Ros-common 1,121,942 951,788 590,674 1,103,716 1,492,704 1,993,496 2,309,019 1,101,104 146,217 53,284 4,102

Sligo 854,428 523,049 642,272 752,065 1,554,607 459,783 1,088,932 277,124 76,146 14,682 10,425

Tipperary 
North 

134,234 53,299 194,436 89,991 256,770 195,832 109,882 62,824 31,300 1,200 0

Tipperary 
South 

120,000 79,013 37,398 22,553 154,343 168,955 197,173 57,339 70,500 0 0

Westmeath 100,040 21,459 65,065 69,292 71,194 126,118 177,539 126,660 14,150 350 0

Waterford 0 178,408 140,318 281,422 82,667 310,474 277,351 3,401 0 508 0

Wicklow 0 0 0 0 0 15,000 29,247 0 0 0 0

Total 14,139,318 8,612,597 12,116,365 13,460,419 23,010,390 21,329,362 24,178,470 13,598,246 5,721,918 348,265 91,077
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31/01/2013WRP01450Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRP01500147. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his Department that 
have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the 
number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies 
that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4863/13]

31/01/2013WRP01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the information sought regarding vacancies on the Board of organisations and agencies 
under the aegis of my Department is detailed below.

The Private Security Authority (PSA), an independent agency under my remit, is the regu-
latory body with responsibility for regulating and licensing the private security industry in the 
State.  There are 11 vacancies on the Board, four of these will be nominated representatives 
from my own Department, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, An Garda Sío-
chána and the PSA itself.

Board Number of Vacan-
cies to be filled

Date from which 
Vacancies remain 
unfilled

Number of Vacan-
cies advertised

Number of Applica-
tions received

Private Security Authority 
(PSA)

11 03/12/2012 7 29

The Deputy may also wish to note that the General Scheme of a Bill to replace the Equal-
ity Authority and the Human Rights Commission with a new Irish Human Rights Equality 
Commission was published on the 5th June 2012. There are currently no serving members on 
either body. As the Deputy will be aware, an independent Selection Panel was set up to select 
the members of the new Commission. It is expected that the selection process for Commission 
members will be completed shortly. Once the selection panel have made a decision on their 
recommendation and communicated that decision to me, the intention is that the successful 
applicants will be appointed to the two existing bodies, the Equality Authority and the Human 
Rights Commission, pending enactment of the necessary legislation to effect the merger. It is 
also intended that the successful applicants will meet with the Joint Committee on Justice, De-
fence and Equality.

31/01/2013WRP01650Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2013WRP01700148. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of funding allocated to the free legal advice centres and the proportion spent on promotional 
material; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4884/13]

31/01/2013WRP01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am to advise the Deputy that 
this year my Department will make available a grant of €98,000 to Free Legal Advice Centres.  
I can also advise the Deputy that FLAC (Free Legal Advice Centres) is an independent human 
rights organisation and is not under the aegis of my Department. Consequently I am not in a 
position to advise on the proportion of funding that is spent on promotional material.

31/01/2013WRP01850Residency Permits

31/01/2013WRP01900149. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
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regarding an application in respect of a person (details supplied). [4904/13]

31/01/2013WRP02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
requested a right of residency in the State, accompanied by a right to work, based on the prin-
ciples of the European Court of Justice Judgment in the Zambrano case. However, given that all 
information and documentation required to make a decision is not on file at present, a represen-
tative of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service has written to the person concerned, 
by letter dated 8th August, 2012, requesting clarification and further documentation. Upon re-
ceipt of the requested clarification and documentation, the case of the person concerned will be 
further considered.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRQ00150Garda Stations Closures

31/01/2013WRQ00200150. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on corre-
spondence (details supplied) regarding the closure of rural Garda stations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4927/13]

31/01/2013WRQ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda stations due to close 
under the 2013 Garda Síochána Annual Policing Plan form part of the portfolio of State proper-
ties owned and maintained by the Office of Public Works.  Accordingly, it is for that Office to 
decide on the future of these properties and I do not have a role in relation to the matter.  The 
Garda Commissioner has stated that the revised structures will continue to support the Garda 
community philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs.  This centralisation 
of services will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling arrangements which, in turn, 
will provide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining existing Garda links with com-
munities throughout the country.  The objective will be to ensure that the best possible policing 
service will continue to be provided to our communities.

In addition, the Garda Síochána has recently acquired a number of vehicles which are being 
converted into mobile Garda offices and it is planned that they will be assigned to areas where 
Garda stations have been closed to ensure that members of the public can continue to conduct 
their business and interact with members of An Garda Síochána.  Gardaí work closely with all 
communities to enhance community safety through a wide range of local fora such as Com-
munity Alert and Neighbourhood Watch. Neither I as Minister nor the Government will shirk 
in our responsibility to do everything we can to maintain the strong Garda connection with the 
Community and to ensure that to the maximum extent possible  resources will continue to be 
made available to the Garda Síochána.

I am confident that the Garda Síochána will continue to provide a professional policing 
service right across the country in a manner that is effective and is consistent with the highest 
standards for which the Force is renowned.

31/01/2013WRQ00350Garda Stations Closures
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31/01/2013WRQ00400151. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual 
running costs for the past five years of a Garda station (details supplied) in County Mayo; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4931/13]

31/01/2013WRQ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote and I have been informed by the Garda authori-
ties that financial cost statements are maintained at District Headquarters level rather than at 
Garda station level.  In the circumstances the Deputy will appreciate that the specific financial 
information she has sought is not readily available and I understand that the provision of such 
information would involve a disproportionate amount of Garda time and resources which are 
required for other purposes.

As the Deputy will be aware, the station she has referred to is one of the stations identified 
for closure under the Garda Síochána Annual Policing Plan for 2013.  In that regard I have been 
advised by the Garda authorities that the annual financial saving estimated to arise in respect 
of the closure of the stations involved is Euro 4,000 per station.  To a large extent this estimate 
relates to heating and lighting costs and it does not take account of specific repair bills, which 
will vary from premises to premises.

The closure of the station referred to by the Deputy was proposed by the Garda Commis-
sioner in his Policing Plan for 2013 and I would stress that the key objective involved is to 
promote the more efficient and effective deployment of resources rather than to secure modest 
cash savings.  In this context the Commissioner has concluded in relation to certain stations 
that Garda resources could be better deployed and more effectively used on the front line if 
the stations no longer had to be staffed and maintained.  In making his recommendations on 
the closure of Garda stations, the Commissioner reviewed all aspects of An Garda Síochána’s 
policing model, including the deployment of personnel, the utilisation of modern technologies 
and the overall operation of Garda stations.

Furthermore, the Garda Commissioner has indicated he is confident that the implementation 
of the restructuring proposals contained in the 2013 Policing Plan will not lead to any diminu-
tion in the service provided by An Garda Síochána.  In that regard he has stated that the revised 
structures will continue to support the Garda community philosophy through the clustering of 
services at policing hubs. This centralisation of services will facilitate the introduction of en-
hanced patrolling arrangements which, in turn, will provide increased Garda visibility as well 
as maintaining existing Garda links with communities throughout the country.

31/01/2013WRQ00550Garda Strength

31/01/2013WRQ00600152. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
numbers of Garda personnel decreased under the most recent Government prior to the current 
one; and if so, the number by which it decreased. [4976/13]

31/01/2013WRQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
it was the previous Government which undertook to reduce Garda strength to 13,000, as part 
of its commitment to the Troika to reduce public service numbers overall.  Garda strength is 
now just over 13,400 with an additional 2,000 civilian support staff and 1,000 Garda Reserves.  
Current numbers are at the level they were at in 2006/7.  Garda strength has been reducing due 
to, on the one hand, the moratorium on public sector recruitment introduced by the previous 
Government and, on the other, the level of voluntary Garda retirements.  The personnel strength 
of An Garda Síochána at the end of each of the last four years is shown on the following table:-
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Year Strength
2009 14,547
2010 14,377
2011 13,894
2012 13,424

On 31 March 2011, Garda strength was 14,327. I will remain in dialogue with my colleague 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on the issue of Garda resources.

31/01/2013WRQ00750Garda Strength

31/01/2013WRQ00800153. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
most recent Government prior to the current one agreed to reduce the numbers of Garda person-
nel as part of the first Memorandum of Understanding with the Troika; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4977/13]

31/01/2013WRQ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The previous Governments 
National Recovery Plan covered in detail the reductions in public service numbers to be ef-
fected in the period 2010-2014.  In relation to the Garda Síochána, the proposals outlined a 
reduction in Garda numbers from 14,500 on 31 December 2010 to 13,500 on  31 December 
2011 with a further reduction to 13,350 to be effected by 31 December 2012.  It further required 
reductions by 31 December 2013 to 13,150 and by 31 December 2014 to 13,000. 

31/01/2013WRQ00950Garda Policing Plans

31/01/2013WRQ01000154. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any 
consultation took place with the Garda Representative Association in the drafting of the polic-
ing plan for 2013 which recommended the closure of 100 Garda stations here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [4989/13]

31/01/2013WRQ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that An Garda Síochána articulates its strategic plans by way of a Strategy 
Statement and an Annual Policing Plan.  The Strategy Statement 2013-2015 which was pub-
lished on 25 January 2013 will be actioned through a series of three annual Policing Plans, the 
first of which is the Policing Plan for 2013. A significant consultation process was undertaken 
in the preparation of the Strategy Statement 2013-2015 and this process included consulta-
tions with all the representative associations.  I am also informed by the Garda authorities that 
all Garda staff associations were briefed on the Organisation Change and Development pro-
gramme which included station closures and district amalgamations.

31/01/2013WRQ01150Garda Policing Plans

31/01/2013WRQ01200155. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any 
consultation took place with local communities in the drafting of the Policing Plan for 2013.  
[4990/13]

31/01/2013WRQ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that An Garda Síochána articulates its strategic plans by way of a Strategy 
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Statement and an Annual Policing Plan.  The Strategy Statement 2013-2015 which was pub-
lished on 25 January 2013 will be actioned through a series of three annual Policing Plans, the 
first of which is the Policing Plan 2013.

A significant consultation process was undertaken in the preparation of the Strategy State-
ment 2013-2015:

-  A questionnaire was placed on the Garda website which was completed by 1,544 respon-
dents.

-  A questionnaire was placed on the Garda portal which was completed by 444 members of 
the Garda organisation

-  Letters requesting submissions were sent to 159 organisations with whom An Garda Sío-
chána interacts

-  Face to Face interviews were held with in excess of 30 of the organisation’s key partners 
and stakeholders including selected community groups

-  The views/proposals of all Assistant Commissioners and Executive Directors were re-
quested and submitted in relation to the policing of the State for the next three years

The results of this extensive consultation were used to inform and develop the Strategy 
Statement 2013-2015 and the Policing Plan 2013.

31/01/2013WRQ01350Garda Stations Closures

31/01/2013WRQ01400156. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to review progress after the closure of the 100 Garda Stations due to close as a result of the 
Policing Plan for 2013. [4991/13]

31/01/2013WRQ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, 
throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This allocation of re-
sources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other opera-
tional strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is 
made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

In relation to the closure of Garda stations in 2013, the Commissioner has concluded that 
resources could be better deployed and more effectively used on the front-line if particular sta-
tions no longer had to be staffed and maintained or if the public opening hours of other stations 
could be reduced at off-peak times. He has given a commitment that where a station will be 
closed local Garda management will consult with local communities on the alternative policing 
arrangements to be put in place in their area. 

31/01/2013WRQ01550Garda Stations Closures

31/01/2013WRQ01600157. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
for 100 buildings currently used as Garda stations which are due to be closed as a result of the 
Policing Plan for 2013. [4992/13]

31/01/2013WRQ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda stations to be closed un-
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der the 2013 Garda Síochána Annual Policing Plan form part of the portfolio of State properties 
managed by the Office of Public Works.  Minister Hayes, who has responsibility for the Office 
of Public Works, has indicated that, if an appropriate community management structure is put 
in place, closed stations could be used for local community purposes.

31/01/2013WRQ01750Magdalen Laundries Issues

31/01/2013WRQ01800158. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he proposes 
to release the report on the Magdalen laundries; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[5012/13]

31/01/2013WRQ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As indicated in my reply on 
Wednesday 16 January, 2013 to Parliamentary Question No. 774, it is my intention to bring 
the report to Government with a view to publication by next week.   There has been a delay in 
finalising the report but I hope that will not upset the timetable envisaged.

  QUESTION:  *  To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received the final report 
from the Inter-Departmental Committee investigating State involvement with the Magdalene 
Laundries; if it has been submitted to the Government as per his announcement of 11 September 
2012; and if he has received it when he intends to make it available to the families of and groups 
representing the survivors and when he will publish same; if he has not received it, the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.                                                             - 
Dara Calleary

 *  For WRITTEN answer on   Wednesday, 16th January, 2013.
  ANSWER

  I expect to receive the final Report of the inter-Departmental Committee in the next few 
days.   As soon as I have had an opportunity to read the report which I understand is substan-
tial, I will bring it to Government with a view to publication.  I would expect this process to be 
completed within the next two to three weeks.    

31/01/2013WRQ01950Citizenship Applications

31/01/2013WRQ02000159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current po-
sition in regard to examination and determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5035/13]

31/01/2013WRQ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for 
a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in August, 
2011.  Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides that 
the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant a certificate of naturalisation provided certain 
statutory conditions are fulfilled. One such condition is that the applicant intends in good faith 
to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation.

As the person referred to by the Deputy confirmed on his application form that he did not 
intend to reside in the State after naturalisation, one of the Statutory conditions for naturalisa-
tion, his application was deemed ineligible. The person concerned was informed of this in a 
letter dated 28 May 2012.  It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if 
and when they are in a position to meet the prescribed statutory requirements.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
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INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR00150Naturalisation Applications

31/01/2013WRR00200160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
position in regard to the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of persons 
(details supplied) in Dublin 6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5036/13]

31/01/2013WRR00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that, based on the 
limited information provided by the Deputy, they can find no record of an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the persons concerned.  It is open to any individual to lodge an 
application for citizenship if and when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements 
as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 as amended.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR00350Naturalisation Applications

31/01/2013WRR00400161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if and when 
eligibility for naturalisation will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5037/13]

31/01/2013WRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for 
a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in July, 
2009.  Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides that 
the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant a certificate of naturalisation provided certain 
statutory conditions are fulfilled. One such condition is that the applicant intends in good faith 
to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation.

As the person referred to by the Deputy did not confirm on her application form that she 
intended to reside in the State after naturalisation, one of the Statutory conditions for naturali-
sation, her application was deemed ineligible. The person concerned was informed of this in a 
letter dated 27 July 2009.  It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if 
and when they are in a position to meet the prescribed statutory requirements.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
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Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR00550Naturalisation Applications

31/01/2013WRR00600162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in the determination of residency/eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5039/13]

31/01/2013WRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted leave to remain in the State for the three year period to 19 August, 2011. This was re-
newed for a further three years in 2011 to the extent that the person concerned now has leave to 
remain up to 19 August, 2014.

In his leave to remain renewal decision letter, dated 30 August, 2011, the person concerned 
was advised of the requirement that he complete the registration process with the Garda Na-
tional Immigration Bureau. He was also advised that, in order for the registration process to be 
satisfactorily completed, he must produce a passport which establishes his identity and nation-
ality. While the person concerned has provided my Department with a photo-copy of the bio-
data page of his passport, he has not, to date, provided the original of his passport, in spite of 
having been specifically requested to do so in my Department’s letter to him dated 7 November, 
2012. As a result, it is recommended that the person concerned would do so without further de-
lay so that the registration process can be completed and he can derive the appropriate benefits 
from his permission to remain.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR00750Family Reunification Applications

31/01/2013WRR00800163. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
position and progress made of an application for family reunification in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5040/13]

31/01/2013WRR00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that some of the documentation as requested has 
been submitted and that a further letter issued to the legal representative of the person referred 
to by the Deputy on 22 January 2013. A reply to that correspondence is still outstanding.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR00950Naturalisation Applications
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31/01/2013WRR01000164. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date and current position in regard to the determination of residency/eligibility for 
naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5041/13]

31/01/2013WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 18 August, 2011, that the Minister proposed to make a De-
portation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working 
days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of 
making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should 
not be made against her. In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply for Subsidiary 
Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility for Pro-
tection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of 
the outcome.  In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position 
in the State of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered 
before a final decision is made.  Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the conse-
quences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.  Given that the 
person concerned has no current right of residency in the State, the issue of an application for 
naturalisation does not arise at this time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR01150Asylum Applications

31/01/2013WRR01200165. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has stud-
ied the original papers in the application for asylum/refugee status in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5042/13]

31/01/2013WRR01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The applicant applied for asy-
lum on 17 January 2008 and had his claim examined by the Office of the Refugee Applications 
Commissioner. It was concluded that he did not meet the criteria for recognition as a refugee. 
The Commissioner’s recommendation was communicated to him by letter dated 18 June 2008, 
in which he was also advised of his entitlement to appeal to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

The Refugee Appeals Tribunal, having fully considered the applicant’s appeal, affirmed the 
Commissioner’s recommendation. The outcome of the appeal was made known to him by letter 
dated 21 October 2009. This recommendation was fully considered by officials of the Ministe-
rial Decisions Unit of my Department during which all the papers on file were examined. On 
10 November 2009 the applicant was informed that his asylum application was refused and that 
it was now proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  On 25 November 2009, 
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the applicant initiated Judicial Review proceedings challenging the decision of the Refugee 
Appeals Tribunal. The Deputy will appreciate that, as the case is now sub judice, I am unable to 
comment any further on the matter.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR01350Refugee Status Applications

31/01/2013WRR01400166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
studied the reports pursuant to sections 13(1) of the Refugee Act 1996, as amended, in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5046/13]

31/01/2013WRR01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived 
in the State on 28 September 2009 and made an application for a declaration of refugee status 
to the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner. On 25 January 2010 the application 
was refused by that Office. An appeal was lodged against the decision to the Refugee Appeals 
Tribunal by the Refugee Legal Service on 10 February 2010 on the applicant’s behalf. It was 
recommended by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal on 13 July 2010 that the original decision of the 
Commissioner be affirmed. This recommendation was fully considered by officials of the Min-
isterial Decisions Unit of my Department during which all the papers on file were examined, 
including the Section 13 report of the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner. On 25 
August 2010 the applicant was informed that his asylum application was refused and that it was 
now proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him.

It should be noted that the refusal of refugee status was not challenged by the applicant by 
way of Judicial Review proceedings. He was legally represented at the time by the Refugee 
Legal Service.  He was informed of the three options open to him including his right to make a 
Subsidiary Protection application, pursuant to the European Communities (Eligibility for Pro-
tection) Regulations 2006, and representations pursuant to Section 3 of the 1999 Immigration 
Act. A Subsidiary Protection application and representations pursuant to Section 3 of the 1999 
Act were made on behalf of the applicant by the Refugee Legal Service on 9 September 2010. 
A personal statement on behalf of the applicant was submitted by his solicitors on 13 September 
2010.

It was determined on 8 August 2011 that the applicant was not eligible for Subsidiary Pro-
tection and he was so informed on that day. The applicant’s case was then considered pursuant 
to Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 and Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999. A Deportation 
Order was signed in respect of the person concerned on 11 August 2011 and he was informed 
of this decision on 30 August 2011.  Judicial Review proceedings were lodged challenging both 
the refusal of Subsidiary Protection and the decision to make a Deportation Order. As the matter 
is now sub judice I do not propose to comment further.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 



Questions - Written Answers

766

consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

31/01/2013WRR01550Defence Forces Strength

31/01/2013WRR01600167. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Defence if he will consider certain 
personnel (details supplied) to qualify for the new redundancy package; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4941/13]

31/01/2013WRR01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform recently announced the introduction of a Voluntary Redundancy Scheme in targeted 
sections of the Public Service, primarily to address the issue of staff surpluses where staff can-
not be redeployed within the system. Given the fact that the Defence Forces are currently below 
strength and that recruitment is ongoing, there are no plans to introduce a voluntary redundancy 
scheme for the Defence Forces at this time.

31/01/2013WRR01750Vacancies on State Boards

31/01/2013WRR01800168. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular 
form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his Department that have va-
cancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the number of 
vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies that have 
been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4856/13]

31/01/2013WRR01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The only body under the aegis of my De-
partment is the Army Pensions Board.  There are currently no vacancies on this Board.

31/01/2013WRR01950Single Payment Scheme Payments

31/01/2013WRR02000169. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application for single farm payments will be processed in respect of persons (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4826/13]

31/01/2013WRR02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A Trans-
fer of Entitlements 2012 application form was received by my Department on 14 May 2012, 
transferring entitlements from the second person named and a third party to the two persons 
named above.  Officials from the Transfer of Entitlements Section have been in contact with the 
persons named in order to get a witnessed signature from the third party. While this witnessed 
signature has been received, however, officials from the local District Veterinary Office have 
also been in contact with the persons named to facilitate a change to the registration details of 
the herd number.  As soon as the registration details of the herd number have been changed the 
application will be processed for payment.

31/01/2013WRS00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

31/01/2013WRS00200170. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an agri-environment options scheme 1 2012 payment will be made available to a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4827/13]
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31/01/2013WRS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 September 2010 and full payments totalling €608.11 and €4,195.14 issued in respect of 
2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The 
application was also selected for a Cross Compliance inspection which resulted in a penalty of 
20% being imposed.  Officials in my Department are finalising the application of the person 
named on this basis with the intention of issuing payment for the 2012 scheme year as soon as 
possible.

31/01/2013WRS00350Fish Landings

31/01/2013WRS00400171. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will supply figures relating to fish extracted from waters under Irish jurisdiction by EU and 
non-EU vessels since 2002 broken down by weight, by monetary value, and by International 
Conference for the Exploration of the Sea Areas in each year during the period stated; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4846/13]

31/01/2013WRS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The waters 
around Ireland contain some of the most productive fishing grounds and biologically sensitive 
in the EU.  In 2010, an estimated 1.3 million tonnes of fish were taken by the fishing fleets of 
EU member states from the waters around Ireland (ICES Sub-areas VI & VII).  Ireland landed 
259,500 tonnes of these fish or 23% of the international landings. The main fish species caught 
were mackerel, horse mackerel, boarfish, blue whiting, herring, cod, whiting, haddock, saithe, 
hake, megrim, anglerfish, plaice, sole and Nephrops.  The Irish authorities are not responsible 
for compiling data on landings or the value of landings of fish by non Irish fishing vessels, ex-
cept those landing into Irish fishing ports.  Landing data is the responsibility of the flag Member 
State.   Landing figures for Member States are publically available on the Eurostat website at 
the following link. http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/fisheries/data/database.

31/01/2013WRS00550Vacancies on State Boards

31/01/2013WRS00600172. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his De-
partment that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been 
unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill 
such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4852/13]

31/01/2013WRS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since May 
2011, a notification has been placed on my Department’s website inviting expressions of interest 
from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State Bodies under the aegis of my 
Department.  On 7 September 2012 last, I placed an advertisement in the National Newspapers 
inviting expressions of interest.  All expressions of interest lapse at the end of the calendar year. 

In making any board appointments, I am not necessarily confined to those who make such 
expressions of interest but ensure that all of those appointed have the relevant mix of knowl-
edge and expertise to contribute to the relevant board.  In the case of a number of bodies, some 
board appointments, while made by me, are not at my sole discretion and, instead, individu-
als are nominated for appointment by me by various organisations as specified in the relevant 
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statute.  These are the Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board, Bord Bia, Teagasc, National Milk 
Agency, Veterinary Council of Ireland and Horse Racing Ireland.  The information sought by 
the Deputy is outlined in the table below as at 31 January 2013:

  The number of vacancies on State Boards as at 31 January 2013

Body/Agency Number of vacancies Length of vacancy Number of ap-
plications

Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board* 3 3 October 2012
1 January 2013 x2

2

An Bord Bia 1 23 March 2012 3
Bord Iascaigh Mhara 2 20 February 2011

15 December 2012
4

Bord na gCon 0 - 2
Coillte 3 1 November 2012

27 November 2012 x2
1

Horse Racing Ireland 0 - 3
Irish National Stud Chair announced - 2
Marine Institute 4† 18 April 2012 x3

11 June 2012
2

National Milk Agency 0 - 1
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 0 - 0
Teagasc 1 27 September 2012 2
Veterinary Council 0 - 0

*  Nominated by prescribed organisation

†  One appointment currently being finalised

31/01/2013WRS00750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

31/01/2013WRS00800173. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an agri environment options scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4869/13]

31/01/2013WRS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €790.92 issued in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verifica-
tion of capital investment through checks on receipts. These checks have been successfully 
completed and I expect that 75% payment in respect of 2012 will issue shortly to the person 
named. The balancing 25% payment will issue shortly thereafter.

31/01/2013WRS00950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

31/01/2013WRS01000174. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when REP scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the 
reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4870/13]
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31/01/2013WRS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in November 2009 and received payments for the first three years 
of their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  This process is nearing completion in respect of 
the person named and I expect that payments will issue shortly.

31/01/2013WRS01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

31/01/2013WRS01200175. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on an disadvantaged area scheme appeals committee in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4873/13]

31/01/2013WRS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The decision 
of the DAS Appeals Committee is awaited in this case; immediately that Committee has adju-
dicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be notified of its decision, in writing.

31/01/2013WRS01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

31/01/2013WRS01400176. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on a disadvantaged area scheme appeals committee in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4874/13]

31/01/2013WRS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named successfully applied for derogation in regard to the 2011 stocking density, pay-
ment has not issued as the holding does not as yet satisfy the 2012 Scheme minimum stocking 
density requirements.  However, following direct contact by my Department, it is understood 
that the applicant will furnish additional documentation, with a view to confirming compliance 
with the stocking requirements of the Scheme. Immediately on receipt of the documentation, 
the application will be further progressed.

31/01/2013WRS01550Dairy Efficiency Programme

31/01/2013WRS01600177. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funding that was allocated to dairy discussion groups per annum since 2010; the 
reasons funding will only be available to new entrants in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4882/13]

31/01/2013WRS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Dairy 
Efficiency Programme was introduced in 2010, as a three year Programme (2010, 2011 and 
2012) with the aim of encouraging, through participation in professionally facilitated discussion 
groups,  the adoption of technology and best practice by participating farmers.  In 2010 some 
5,916 farmers qualified for payment totalling €5,363k, while in 2011 5,584 received €4,972k. 
Payments to successful applicants for the 2012 Scheme will issue towards the end of February. 
The intended three year period of the programme expired at the end of 2012. Nonetheless,  and 
in order to ensure the maximum impact from the scarce resources available, I have decided 
to focus a new programme on  encouraging milk suppliers who did not take part in the earlier 
DEP  and potential new entrants to the sector to participate in the Programme.  The closing date 
for applications to this new Programme is 15 February 2013 and details can be obtained from 
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my Department’s website at (www.agriculture.gov.ie) under ‘Farming Sectors/Dairy Farming/
Development Programme for Dairying’.

31/01/2013WRS01750Food Safety Authority Investigations

31/01/2013WRS01800178. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contacts that have taken place with Polish authorities regarding the inclusion of horse meat in 
beef product; the investigations which are taking place into the source of the contamination; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4894/13]

31/01/2013WRS01900179. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps that are being taken at EU level to ensure the integrity of its licensing regime following the 
identification of horse meat in beef product sources in Poland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4895/13]

31/01/2013WRS02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 178 and 179 together. 

Test results received late on Friday 25th January, during the intensive investigation into 
this matter by my Department and the FSAI, showed a significant positive result for equine 
DNA in frozen beef trimmings which had been imported from Poland as raw material for the 
production of burgers at Silvercrest Foods. Furthermore it was established that these trimmings 
were used in the manufacture of burgers which the Department had found to contain significant 
amounts of equine DNA. The investigation had therefore established a direct correlation be-
tween burgers in which a high level of equine DNA was detected and this raw material product. 
Further tests of the Polish ingredient concerned also showed significant positive results for 
equine DNA. I am confident that these findings point to a firm conclusion that the raw material 
in question was the source of equine DNA introduced into burgers manufactured at Silvercrest. 
Tests on samples taken from Irish food ingredients were negative.

Under EU single market rules, meat products from EU approved plants can be traded freely 
within the Community. EU rules set down harmonised conditions for approval of meat plants 
in EU Member States. The onus of compliance with EU food safety regulation rests in the first 
instance with food business operators. This is subject to a series of official controls, which are 
the responsibility of the competent authorities in the Member State concerned. The authorities 
in Poland have been informed of the findings of the investigation relating to equine DNA and 
are conducting their own enquiries. Official contact was via the Polish Embassy, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Development and the Chief Veterinary Officer.

31/01/2013WRT00150Food Safety Authority Investigations

31/01/2013WRT00200180. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
projected cost of monitoring a company (details supplied) in County Monaghan; if the cost is to 
be covered by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4896/13]

31/01/2013WRT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has maintained engagement, at senior level, with the company concerned, since the start 
of the intensive investigation carried out by the Department and the FSAI into the source of 
equine DNA in beef burgers. The current findings of the official investigation do not show any 
evidence that the company deliberately used equine meat in their production process. 
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Under food legislation, the company has primary responsibility for the quality and standards 
of production at the plant and has carried out its own investigation. In the context of possible 
resumption of production the company has decided, in addition to deep cleansing of the plant, 
to change its management and to source its raw material from Ireland and the UK. It has also ac-
cepted that my Department would intensify its verification role at the plant with permanent De-
partment presence for an initial period of six months, involving also a DNA sampling regime.

The details of the arrangements have not yet been finalised and it is not possible at this time 
to give an accurate estimate of the cost involved. Aside from the cost associated with permanent 
on-site Department presence, the cost of laboratory analysis of samples from this company dur-
ing the course of the investigation has already been quite significant and further costs will arise 
in that regard.  It is envisaged that the cost of the sampling will be recouped from the company.

31/01/2013WRT00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

31/01/2013WRT00400181. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
payment of disadvantaged area scheme 2012 has not issued to a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4912/13]

31/01/2013WRT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  The person 
named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals 
Committee. The Committee has adjudicated on this appeal and the person concerned has been 
notified of the unsuccessful outcome, in writing, on 13 December 2012.  As advised in the letter, 
it is open to the person named to pursue the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.

31/01/2013WRT00550Suckler Welfare Scheme Appeals

31/01/2013WRT00600182. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will issue on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4930/13]

31/01/2013WRT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was advised by letter dated 17 September 2012 of the right to submit an appeal to the 
Agriculture Appeals Office regarding a decision made in relation to a suckler welfare scheme 
application. Appeals to the Agriculture Appeals Office must be submitted in writing within 3 
months of the notification of the decision under appeal. As an appeal has not been received to 
date, this case is deemed to be closed.

31/01/2013WRT00750Íocaíochtaí Deontas

31/01/2013WRT00800183. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair 
a dhéanfar íocaíocht faoin scéim um chosaint na timpeallachta Tuaithe do 2012 le duine (sonraí 
curtha ar fáil); cén fáth a bhfuil moill leis an íocaíocht seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [4959/13]

31/01/2013WRT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Thosaigh an 
duine ainmnithe REPS 4 i mí Aibreáin 2008 agus fuair sé íocaíochtaí do na céad cheithre bli-
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ana dá chonradh. Is beart é REPS 4 faoin Scéim Forbartha Tuaithe 2007-13 agus tá sé faoi réir 
Rialacháin AE ina n-éilítear go ndéantar seiceálacha riaracháin ar gach iarratas a chomhlánú 
sular féidir aon íocaíochtaí a eisiúint. Tá an próiseas seo ag teacht chun críche i leith an duine 
ainmnithe agus tá súil agam go ndéanfar na híocaíochtaí a eisiúint go luath.

31/01/2013WRT00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

31/01/2013WRT01000184. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will be issued with their 2012 agri-environment 
options scheme 1 payment; the reason for the delay in issuing payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4962/13]

31/01/2013WRT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €806.77 and €4,840.83 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively. Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. 
These checks have been successfully completed in respect of 2012 and full payment totalling 
€4,840.83 has issued to the person named in January 2013.

31/01/2013WRT01150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

31/01/2013WRT01200185. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will be issued their 2012 agri-environment options 
scheme 1 payment; the reason for the delay in issuing payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4963/13]

31/01/2013WRT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1 September 2010 and full payments totalling €595.63 and €1,822.48 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. 
These checks have been successfully completed in respect of 2012 and full payment totalling 
€1,822.48 has issued to the person named in January 2013.

31/01/2013WRT01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

31/01/2013WRT01400186. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be issued their 2012 disadvantaged area 
scheme payment; the reason for the delay in issuing payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4964/13]

31/01/2013WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named appealed to the DAS Appeals Committee, he was among a high percentage of ap-
plicants who submitted supporting documentation with their appeals which had not previously 
been submitted to my Department.  This necessitated further examination by my Department 
before the necessity to refer the appeals in question to the Appeals Committee could be con-
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firmed.  In this case, the additional documentation was sufficient to allow the appeal. Accord-
ingly, processing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application was recently finalised, 
and payment issued on the 17 January 2013 to the nominated bank account.

31/01/2013WRT01550Child Care Services Provision

31/01/2013WRT01600187. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will pro-
vide detail of any Health Service Executive correspondence with crèche facilities in the Dublin 
North West area related to the payment of subsidised crèche places and any alterations to the 
funding arrangements for HSE places in local crèche facilities.  [4940/13]

31/01/2013WRT01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information. 

31/01/2013WRT01750Preschool Services

31/01/2013WRT01800188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
approximate number of persons employed in the preschool child care sector; the way this has 
varied over the past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4986/13]

31/01/2013WRT01900189. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the take 
up rate for the free pre-school year in early childhood care and education; the way this has var-
ied over the past five years; her plans for developments within this area; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4988/13]

31/01/2013WRT02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 188 and 189 together.

The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is implemented by my De-
partment and provides a free pre-school year to all eligible children in the year before com-
mencing primary school.  The programme was introduced in January 2010.  Approximately 
53,000 children, or 83% of the eligible age cohort, availed of the programme in this first “short” 
year.  In the school year 2010-2011, the first full year of the programme, in the region of 63,000 
children, that is approximately 94% of the eligible cohort, availed of the free pre-school provi-
sion.  In the school year 2011-2012 in the region of 66,000 children, or approximately 93% of 
the eligible cohort, availed of the programme.

In the current school year 2012-2013, some 66,000 children have enrolled for the free pre-
school provision at this time and this figure may increase as eligible children can still enter the 
programme.  It is not possible, from the information available to me, to determine the percent-
age of the eligible cohort that this figure represents, but it is again anticipated this figure will be 
well in excess of 90%.

Pobal, which administers the childcare support programmes on behalf of my Department, 
compiles an Annual Survey of the Early Years Sector.  According to its 2011 Annual Survey, 
there are in the region of 4,300 childcare services participating in the ECCE programme and 
approximately 3,133 of these services responded to the question relating to the number of staff 
employed.  The results, which did not distinguish between those working with children enrolled 
for the ECCE programme and other children in the childcare service, show that some 17,123 
staff in the 3,133 services that responded were working directly with children.
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Prior to 2011, the Pobal survey was compiled on the basis of responses from services funded 
under the National Childcare Investment Programme and the Community Childcare Subven-
tion Programme, and was part of the contractual requirement of its recipients.  In 2011, how-
ever, the questionnaire was circulated to a wider group of early years services to include all ser-
vices participating in the Early Childhood Care and Education programme and in the Childcare 
Education and Training Support Programme.  In addition, the questionnaire was presented to 
recipients as a piece of research rather than a contractual requirement.  This change in meth-
odology (the distribution to much larger numbers, the move to anonymous completion and the 
removal of the contractual obligation to complete the questionnaire) means that the results are 
not comparable with previous years.

31/01/2013WRU00150Adoption Records Provision

31/01/2013WRU00200190. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason it 
has taking the Health Service Executive three years to provide information held by the regional 
adoption services to the birth mothers of children that were adopted in the 1980s; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [5050/13]

31/01/2013WRU00300191. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reasons 
for the delay in providing documentation in relation to the adoption of their child to a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway by the Health Service Executive regional adoption services 
in Glanmire, County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [5051/13]

31/01/2013WRU00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 190 and 191 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy with the most up-to-date information.

31/01/2013WRU00450Vacancies on State Boards

31/01/2013WRU00500192. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of her Depart-
ment that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been un-
filled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such 
vacancies that have been received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4854/13]

31/01/2013WRU00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like 
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my 
Department’s Vote.  These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support 
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for 
Children.  With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Deten-
tion Schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.  Apart from the Ombudsman for 
Children’s Office which does not have a board, I am responsible for all Board of Management 
appointments.

In line with the Government Decision of April 2011, on my Department’s website I have 
invited expressions of interest from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State 
Bodies and Agencies operating under the Department’s aegis. The notice indicates the vacan-
cies in the boards of the respective bodies. My officials acknowledge all expressions of interest 
received and maintain a database of those expressions.  My Department’s website is monitored 
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and updated on a regular basis to reflect the vacancies as they arise.  I have set out in tabular 
format below the details requested by the Deputy.

Board of Management Number 
of current 
vacancies

Length of time va-
cancies unfilled

Number of these 
vacancies advertised

Number of applications 
to fill vacancies

Children Detention Schools 1 26/03/12 - present 1 5
Adoption Authority of Ireland 1 08/10/10  -  present 1 14

31/01/2013WRU00650Youth Services Provision

31/01/2013WRU00700193. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding cuts to the youth services grant scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5006/13]

31/01/2013WRU00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector. These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local  
Drug Task Force Projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant 
Scheme, Youth Information Centres, the European Youth in Action Programme (administered 
by Léargas - the Exchange Bureau) and Gaisce - the President’s Award

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth servic-
es in 2013. Of this total funding, €1.75 has been provided in a new capital funding programme 
for 2013.  The Youth Affairs Unit is working on the funding allocation for youth services in 
2013 and in line with Government policy must have regard to the savings requirements identi-
fied in the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure. The Department is seeking to ensure that, 
in the determination process for the allocations, the front-line youth services, particularly those 
for the most vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  
necessary reductions in funding. Every effort is being made by my Department to finalise the 
2013 allocations so that youth projects and national youth organisations, including the organi-
sation referred to by the Deputy, will be advised of their 2013 allocations as soon as possible.

31/01/2013WRU00850Youth Services Provision

31/01/2013WRU00900194. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
review the proposed 10% cut to the youth service grant scheme (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [5007/13]

31/01/2013WRU01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector. These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local  
Drug Task Force Projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant 
Scheme, Youth Information Centres, the European Youth in Action Programme (administered 
by Léargas - the Exchange Bureau) and Gaisce - the President’s Award.

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth ser-
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vices in 2013. Of this total funding, €1.75 has been provided in a new capital funding pro-
gramme for 2013.  The Youth Affairs Unit is working on the funding allocation for youth ser-
vices in 2013 and in line with Government policy must have regard to the savings requirements 
identified in the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure. The Department is seeking to ensure 
that, in the determination process for the allocations, the front-line youth services, particularly 
those for the most vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of 
any  necessary reductions in funding. Every effort is being made by my Department to finalise 
the 2013 allocations so that projects and national youth organisations, including the organisa-
tion referred to by the Deputy, will be advised of their 2013 allocations as soon as possible.

31/01/2013WRU01050Substance Misuse

31/01/2013WRU01100195. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the latest up-
date on the recommendations contained in the report of the national substance misuse strategy; 
the actions that have been taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4829/13]

31/01/2013WRU01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Substance Misuse Strategy 
Steering Group reported in February, 2012.  The report contains a range of recommendations 
to, among other things, reduce the consumption of alcohol in general.  These recommendations 
are grouped under five pillars of Supply Reduction (availability), Prevention, Treatment, Reha-
bilitation and Research.   

Real and tangible proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations 
in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report. These proposals cover all of the areas men-
tioned in the report, including: legislation on minimum unit pricing which is about setting a 
statutory floor price per gram of alcohol; access and availability of alcohol - including of course 
structural separation in retail units where alcohol is sold; and advertising and sponsorship.  Fol-
lowing consideration by the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and liaison with other Depart-
ments, I intend to bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government as soon as 
possible.  In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Dept of Health 
legislation is continuing.  For example, in conjunction with Northern Ireland, a health impact 
assessment is being commissioned as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for 
minimum unit pricing.  The health impact assessment will study the impact of different mini-
mum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.

31/01/2013WRU01250Air Ambulance Service Provision

31/01/2013WRU01300196. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a break-
down of the number of landings there has been at each of the various hospital landing pads in 
the country over the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4831/13]

31/01/2013WRU01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter. 

31/01/2013WRU01450Hospice Services

31/01/2013WRU01500197. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding allo-
cated to St. Francis Hospice, Raheny, Dublin, in the National Service Plan 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4833/13]
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31/01/2013WRU01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

31/01/2013WRU01650Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

31/01/2013WRU01700198. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding free 
general practitioner care for sufferers of long-term illness; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [4839/13]

31/01/2013WRU01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme for 
Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Universal 
Health Insurance with equal access to care for all.  As part of this, the Government is committed 
to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office. Primary 
legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a universal GP 
service without fees.  Legislation to allow me, as Minister for Health, to make regulations to 
extend access to GP services without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently be-
ing drafted by the Office of the Attorney General and the Department and it will be published 
shortly.  Implementation dates and application details will be announced in due course.  I have 
requested the Health Service Executive to confirm the number of people on the Long Term Ill-
ness Scheme and will revert to the Deputy in due course.

31/01/2013WRU01850Hospital Services

31/01/2013WRU01900199. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to re-
duce the number of persons waiting in trolleys and wheelchairs at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4841/13]

31/01/2013WRU02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment, I set 
out to address the issues which cause unacceptable delays in patients being treated in our hospi-
tals. I established the Special Delivery Unit, as set out in the Programme for Government. The 
SDU is working to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through 
the system.  There was significant progress during the course of 2012 in reducing the number 
of patients waiting on trolleys.  In December 2012, there were 23.6% fewer patients waiting on 
trolleys as compared with the same period in 2011. This equates to more than 20,000 patients 
whose experience of our acute hospitals has been significantly improved.  

Since before Christmas hospitals have seen a significant increase in the number of very sick 
patients needing admission.  The increase in norovirus in hospitals has been well publicised; we 
are also seeing high levels of admissions of frail elderly people and of patients presenting with 
fractures.  However, evidence from the last year has proved that the health system has the ca-
pacity to respond to these challenges and to continue to improve emergency care. The situation 
is being actively managed at a national level, while all staff including consultants, nurses, allied 
health staff and management is working extremely hard to address the pressures experienced 
by hospitals since the New Year.

In relation to  Beaumont hospital, an intensive work programme has begun between the 
SDU’s liaison officers, the Clinical Programmes and the hospital teams. Regular meetings are 
continuing and part of the agenda is to monitor implementation  of service improvements.  The 
SDU is satisfied that  the hospital is engaged in ensuring that emergency patients are seen in a 
timely manner, focussing on working to achieve the national targets for unscheduled care.
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31/01/2013WRV00150Medical Card Applications

31/01/2013WRV00200200. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary whose application 
is awaiting decision by the medical officer in PCRS since October 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4850/13]

31/01/2013WRV00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

31/01/2013WRV00350Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRV00400201. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his Department that have vacancies 
on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been unfilled; the number of vacan-
cies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill such vacancies that have been 
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4861/13]

31/01/2013WRV00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy in 
relation to vacancies on the boards of organisations or agencies under my aegis is not readily 
available, but I will forward a detailed reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

31/01/2013WRV00550HSE Staffing

31/01/2013WRV00600202. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the post of national clinic lead 
for the audiology clinical care programme has been filled; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4867/13]

31/01/2013WRV00700203. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
in implementing the increase of staff levels in audiology as recommended in the Health Service 
Executive national audiology review group report; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [4868/13]

31/01/2013WRV00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 202 and 203 together.

The HSE National Audiology Review Group Report, published in April 2011, made rec-
ommendations to address inconsistencies and shortcomings in audiology services including 
recommendations on governance and staffing matters.  The HSE audiology service currently 
employs 72.37 Whole Time Equivalents (WTEs). A new post of National Clinical Lead for 
Audiology will take up appointment on 1 March 2013.  Four Assistant National Lead posts for 
Audiology will be advertised shortly.  All five Leads will have management and clinical duties.  
In addition 12 new Audiologists will be recruited in October 2013.  This will lead to 17 addi-
tional posts by year end reflecting a 23% increase in the audiology workforce.

31/01/2013WRV00850Tobacco-Related Diseases

31/01/2013WRV00900204. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the costs incurred to the Health 
Service Executive on annual basis since 2008 due to tobacco related illnesses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [4881/13]



31 January 2013

779

31/01/2013WRV01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Smoking is the greatest single cause of pre-
ventable illness and premature death in Ireland, killing over 5,200 people a year.  In high in-
come countries, such as Ireland, smoking related health care costs account for 6-15% of all 
annual health care costs.  The average cost per admission of treating a smoker in an in-patient 
setting for a tobacco related illness is €7,700.  As this is a service matter, I have referred this 
question to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2013WRV01050Mental Health Services Report

31/01/2013WRV01100205. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a Vision 
For Change supports the provision of community based mental health services; if his attention 
has been drawn to the threat to the continued operation of a community mental health clinic 
(details supplied) in County Cork by the removal of secretarial support; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4886/13]

31/01/2013WRV01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): A Vision for 
Change sets out a comprehensive framework for the development of all mental health services 
and recommends a move away from the traditional institutional based model of care to a pa-
tient-centred, flexible and community based mental health service, where need for hospital ad-
mission is greatly reduced, while still providing in-patient care when appropriate.  This Govern-
ment has prioritised the reform of our mental health services in line with A Vision for Change  
and is committed in particular to the delivery of more and better quality care in the community 
and in this regard substantial additional funding has been provided in 2012 and 2013 primarily 
to further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams, to initiate the provision of psychologi-
cal and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental health prob-
lems, and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service users from institutional care to 
more independent living arrangements in their communities.  In relation to the specific query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2013WRV01250Medicinal Products Expenditure

31/01/2013WRV01300206. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason the recent break-
through drug available in Britain to cystic fibrosis sufferers is not being made available here; 
and his views on the Health Service Executive’s approach to addressing the shortfall in services 
and facilities to help cystic fibrosis sufferers here.  [4899/13]

31/01/2013WRV01400209. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ne-
gotiations between the Health Service Executive and a company (details supplied) for a price 
reduction on the cystic fibrosis drug, Kalydeco; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4911/13]

31/01/2013WRV01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 206 and 209 together.

The HSE has received an application for the inclusion of Kalydeco (generic name: Iva-
caftor) in the GMS and community drugs schemes which is being considered in line with the 
procedures agreed with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA).  These include 
clearly documented processes and timelines for the assessment of new medicines in as timely 
a fashion as possible.  In accordance with these procedures, the National Centre for Pharmaco-
economics (NCPE) conducts a Health Technology Assessment (HTA) which provides detailed 
information on the potential budget impact of the medicine.  It also assesses whether the medi-
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cine is cost effective at the price quoted by the company in question.

The NCPE published its report on the cost-effectiveness of Kalydeco on 21 January. The 
report concluded that “In view of the very high drug acquisition cost, the significant budget 
impact, the absence of long term clinical data and the fact that the company has failed to dem-
onstrate the cost-effectiveness of ivacaftor we cannot recommend reimbursement of ivacaftor 
at the submitted price of €234,804 per patient per annum.  A mechanism such as a performance 
based risk sharing scheme and/or a significant reduction in price could facilitate access to iva-
caftor treatment for cystic fibrosis patients with the G551D CFTR mutation”.

The NCPE report is an important input to assist decision making and will help inform the 
next stage of the process which involves further discussions with the manufacturer of the drug, 
in accordance with the aforementioned procedures agreed with the pharmaceutical industry.  
The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of Kalydeco that 
is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable.  The HSE understands that patients, 
the Cystic Fibrosis Association of Ireland and clinicians are very anxious that a decision be 
made as soon as possible.  No further comment is possible at this time as the decision making 
process is ongoing.

31/01/2013WRV01550National Lottery Funding Applications

31/01/2013WRV01600207. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if an application for funding 
(details supplied) in County Kerry will be reconsidered in view of the essential services it pro-
vides in the community.  [4900/13]

31/01/2013WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Applications for National Lottery grants far 
exceed resources and as the funds available for 2012 have been disbursed it is not possible, 
unfortunately, to assist in this particular case.  However, if funding for this project is required in 
2013, the organisation may wish to apply for a grant from the 2013 National Lottery allocation.

31/01/2013WRV01750Hospital Staff Issues

31/01/2013WRV01800208. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the concerns of non-consultant hospital doctors regarding working hours and conditions and 
who may be forced to seek work abroad because of the situation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [4907/13]

31/01/2013WRV01900211. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to end the 
practice of junior doctors working excessively long hours in contravention of S.I. No. 494 of 
2004 European Communities (Organisation of Working Time) (Activities of Doctors in Train-
ing) Regulations 2004; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4944/13]

31/01/2013WRV02000225. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the progress being made to ensure 
that doctors and medical professionals in the health service, such as non-consultant doctors, are 
employed on contracts with suitable rest periods and time off which is vital for the well-being 
of the medical professional as well as for upholding the high standard of patient care  [5005/13]

31/01/2013WRV02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208, 211 
and 225 together.

The Government is committed to achieving compliance with the European Working Time 
Directive in respect of non-consultant hospital doctors (NCHDs) by 2014.  I have emphasised 
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to the HSE the high priority the Government and I attach to this issue.  In January 2012, a 
detailed plan for the achievement of compliance by NCHDs with the Working Time Directive 
was submitted to the EU Commission.  The plan affirmed Ireland’s commitment to achieving 
compliance with the Directive over a three-year time period.  It committed to implementing 
the measures necessary, including: the implementation of new work patterns for medical staff, 
transfer of work undertaken by NCHDs to other grades, and the organisation of hospital ser-
vices to support compliance.  The Health Service Executive’s Service Plan for 2013 specifically 
recognises the need to address the issue as a priority, stating that there will be a particular focus 
in the acute hospital service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working 
Time Directive amongst the non-consultant hospital doctor workforce, in line with the Imple-
mentation Plan submitted to the Commission in 2012.

The HSE is currently finalising its National Operational Plan to support the implementation 
of the National Service Plan 2013.  This will specify in greater detail the actions to be taken 
during the year in relation to EWTD compliance.  A key priority for the HSE in 2013 will be a 
further reduction of average weekly hours worked and also a reduction in the duration of shifts 
undertaken.  S.I. No. 494 of 2004 European Communities (Organisation of Working Time) 
(Activities of Doctors in Training) Regulations 2004, which transposed the EU Working Time 
Directive for doctors in training, provides for:

- A maximum 48 hour average working week;

- A 30 minute rest break every 6 hours during period on-site on-call

- 11 hours rest every 24 hours or equivalent compensatory rest before return to work; and

- 35 hours continuous rest per week or twice a fortnight or 59 hours continuous rest per 
fortnight.

The 2010 Contract of Employment for NCHDs, which these staff sign on appointment, 
reflects the above provisions.  The contract also provides that NCHDs shall not be required 
to work more than 24 consecutive hours on-site.  A related agreement between the HSE and 
the Irish Medical Organisation provides that the contract is subject to the requirements of the 
Directive.

  Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 206.

31/01/2013WRW00050Medical Products

31/01/2013WRW00100210. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of new GMS codes 
granted for medical products in 2012; the number of new applicant companies granted such 
codes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4942/13]

31/01/2013WRW00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for granting GMS codes.  The HSE has therefore been asked to exam-
ine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 208.

31/01/2013WRW00350Traveller Community Issues

31/01/2013WRW00400212. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the person that is un-
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dertaking the review of the national Traveller health advisory committee; the date on which it 
will be completed; when the next meeting of the national Traveller health advisory committee 
will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4945/13]

31/01/2013WRW00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department undertook to conduct a re-
view of the Traveller Health Advisory Committee (THAC) at the end of 2012.  An external 
reviewer is to be charged with completing the review subject to a process of appointment that is 
currently underway.  It is hoped that the review will commence in the coming weeks and take 
approximately 4-6 weeks to carry out, at which time a report will be submitted to my Depart-
ment for its consideration.  Meetings of the THAC have been suspended pending the outcome 
of the review.

31/01/2013WRW00550Traveller Community Issues

31/01/2013WRW00600213. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health of the €115 million 
of additional demographic moneys allocated to the Health Service Executive social inclusion 
budget in 2012, the amount that was allocated towards Traveller health developments; of the 
indicative additional demographic budget of €114 million allocated to social inclusion in 2013, 
the amount that will be allocated for Traveller health; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [4946/13]

31/01/2013WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive Social Inclu-
sion budget for 2012 totalled €115 million.  The allocation for this Care Group amounts to 
€114 million for 2013.  This covers a range of areas including Addiction; Alcohol; Homeless-
ness; Intercultural Health (i.e. Asylum seekers, refugees, migrants etc.); Irish Travellers and 
Roma; LGBT; and HIV/AIDS, together with elements of community development and gender 
based violence.  The total Traveller health budget for 2011 amounted to €12.3 million.  This 
amount does not include costs of health service provision of those mainstream services which 
members of the Traveller community are entitled to access.  Finalised Traveller health budget 
figures for 2012 are not yet available but are expected to be approximately 2-5% lower than the 
2011 figure, in line with the funding reductions applied as part of the requirement of the health 
service to meet ongoing financial challenges.  A similar reduction is expected to apply during 
2013.  However efforts are being made to protect the funding allocated towards more vulner-
able groups as far as possible.

31/01/2013WRW00750Traveller Community Issues

31/01/2013WRW00800214. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
the appalling health profile of Travellers evident in the all Ireland Traveller health study report 
published in 2010, when he will develop an action plan or update the national Traveller health 
strategy to address traveller health; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4947/13]

31/01/2013WRW00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The All Ireland Traveller Health Study 
(AITHS) was carried out in 2007 and the findings were published in September 2010 with a 
follow up Birth Cohort Study published in September 2011.  It was a comprehensive study of 
the health and social status of the Traveller community in Ireland and was carried out by the 
School of Public Health, Physiotherapy and Population Science, University College Dublin on 
behalf of Travellers, with the direct involvement of Travellers.  The findings of the Study pro-
vide a strong evidence base for assessing existing and future service delivery and allowed the 
identification of a range priorities and means of addressing these.
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The following priority areas for action were identified to address the findings of the Study: 
Mental Health; Suicide; Men’s Health; Addiction/Alcohol; Domestic Violence; Diabetes; Car-
diovascular Health.  The HSE has already put in place measures to address these agreed priority 
areas and the Traveller Health Advisory Forum within the HSE is in the process of preparing 
a detailed action plan.  In addition, the forthcoming Health and Wellbeing Framework will put 
in place new structures which will focus on the cross sectoral social determinants of health and 
will incorporate actions relating to addressing health inequalities among marginalised groups 
such as Travellers.

31/01/2013WRW00950Suicide Prevention

31/01/2013WRW01000215. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the support available to a per-
son (details supplied) in Dublin 17  [4949/13]

31/01/2013WRW01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Suicide is a 
tragedy that we are constantly working to prevent and also working to give more support to the 
families affected.  Dealing with the current high levels of suicide and deliberate self harm is a 
priority for this Government.  Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on Suicide Preven-
tion makes a number of recommendations in relation to fast track referrals to community-based 
mental health services, effective response to deliberate self harm, training, stigma reduction, 
etc.  Consequently, the HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention has developed a range of 
initiatives aimed specifically at supporting people who are suicidal and also supporting their 
families, friends and peers in recognising and responding appropriately to signs of emotional 
distress and suicidal thoughts.  As the issue referred to by the Deputy is a service matter this 
question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2013WRW01150Health Services Provision

31/01/2013WRW01200216. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health the returns policy regarding 
unused incontinence pads which are still sealed in their original packaging, bearing in mind 
the financial constraints on the Health Service Executive and the possible needless wasting of 
unused goods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4953/13]

31/01/2013WRW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Surplus unused 
products (delivered to HSE clients via the HSE Home Delivery Service) which are still in the 
original packaging are routinely collected by the contracted service provider and re-distributed.

Surplus unused products (collected by HSE clients from HSE Health Centres) which are 
still in the original packaging can be returned by clients to the relevant health centre for re-
distribution.

31/01/2013WRW01350Medical Card Applications

31/01/2013WRW01400217. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9.  [4955/13]

31/01/2013WRW01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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31/01/2013WRW01550Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

31/01/2013WRW01600218. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to alleviate the 
situation at the accident and emergency department at the Mid-Western Regional Hospital in 
Limerick, in view of the fact that patients, especially elderly people, have to endure long wait-
ing times on trolleys; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4965/13]

31/01/2013WRW01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment, I 
established the Special Delivery Unit, as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of 
the SDU is to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the 
system.  There was significant progress during the course of 2012 in reducing the number of pa-
tients waiting on trolleys.  In December 2012, there were 23.5% fewer patients waiting on trol-
leys compared to December 2011. This equates to more than 20,000 patients whose experience 
of our acute hospitals has been significantly improved.  Since before Christmas hospitals have 
seen a significant increase in the number of very sick patients needing admission.  The increase 
in norovirus in hospitals has been well publicised; we are also seeing high levels of admissions 
of frail elderly people and of patients presenting with respiratory related illnesses.  However, 
evidence from the last year has proved that the health system has the capacity to respond to 
these challenges and to continue to improve emergency care.  The situation is being actively 
managed at a national level, while all staff including consultants, nurses, allied health staff and 
management is working extremely hard to address the pressures experienced by hospitals since 
the New Year.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2013WRW01750Dispensing Fees

31/01/2013WRW01800219. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a pensioner on eight dif-
ferent types of medication was paying €3 per month before Budget 2013 and is now paying €12 
per month for the same medication; and his views on same  [4971/13]

31/01/2013WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge (per item) for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family.  Prior to 1 January 2013, the prescription charge was €0.50 per item.  Charges are not 
payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Prescription charges 
do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participat-
ing in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.

31/01/2013WRX00150Hospital Services

31/01/2013WRX00200220. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a facility to provide bilateral co-
chlear implants for children under four years is to be included by the Health Service Executive 
under its 2013 service plan.  [4972/13]

31/01/2013WRX00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am advised that Beaumont Hospital carried 
out over ninety cochlear implants in 2012 and that over seven hundred patients are currently 
under the care of the hospital programme which provides rehabilitation and programming on 
a recurring basis.  In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue it has 
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been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2013WRX00350Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2013WRX00400221. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a patient (details sup-
plied) in County Dublin is waiting 18 months for an urgent surgical procedure in the Mater 
hospital, Dublin; and his views on same.  [4973/13]

31/01/2013WRX00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2013WRX00550Medicinal Products Supply

31/01/2013WRX00600222. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if Pradaxa is covered under the 
medical card scheme  [4974/13]

31/01/2013WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The following 
products are on the HSE’s Primary Care Reimbursement Service list of reimbursable items: 
Pradaxa Caps. 110 mg. 10 (5 Day Dose); Pradaxa Caps. 110 mg. 60 (30 Day Dose); Pradaxa 
Caps. 75 mg. 10 (5 Day Dose); Pradaxa Caps. 75 mg. 60 (30 Day Dose); Pradaxa Hard Caps. 
150 mg. 60 (30 Day Dose). 

31/01/2013WRX00750Food Safety Authority Role

31/01/2013WRX00800223. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland will retain its status as an independent agency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4993/13]

31/01/2013WRX00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Food Safety Authority of Ireland is a 
statutory, independent and science-based agency, dedicated to protecting public health and con-
sumer interests in the area of food safety and hygiene.  It is responsible for enforcing food 
safety legislation across the 47,500 food businesses in Ireland. The Food Safety Authority of 
Ireland’s work has never been more important than it is today. It has a unique role to play in 
ensuring that consumers’ interests are first and foremost, and for maintaining consumer con-
fidence in the safety of foods produced and marketed in Ireland.  It is envisaged that the Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland will continue its work and will retain its present status as an inde-
pendent agency in the future.

31/01/2013WRX00950Medical Card Applications

31/01/2013WRX01000224. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a 
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medical card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4996/13]

31/01/2013WRX01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 208.

31/01/2013WRX01225Health Insurance Prices

31/01/2013WRX01250226. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to curtail 
the spiralling private health insurance cost increases; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [5011/13]

31/01/2013WRX01275Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On 28th January I met with the top manage-
ment of the VHI.  They informed me of their intention to increase premiums by 8%.  I told them 
in the strongest possible terms that this was not acceptable to me.  They have since announced 
that the premium increase will now be 6%.  I remain very concerned about the cost of health 
insurance.  The Government is committed to keeping down the cost of health insurance so that 
it is affordable for as many people as possible.  It remains committed to protecting community 
rating, whereby everyone pays the same price for the same health insurance product, irrespec-
tive of age or health status. 

I have repeatedly raised the issue of costs with health insurers as a whole and am determined 
to address costs in the sector in the interests of consumers.  Last year, I established the Health 
Insurance Consultative Forum which comprises representatives from the country’s main health 
insurance companies, the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) and the Department of Health.  
This Forum was established to generate ideas which would help address health insurance costs, 
whilst always respecting the requirements of competition law.  The Forum will also give a voice 
to the insurers in the development of the new Universal Health Insurance model.  I have also 
made it clear to the health insurers that I believe that significant savings can still be made, the 
effect of which can be to minimise the need for increases in premiums.

Given VHI’s very significant share of overall costs in the market, I will continue to focus 
strongly on the need for the VHI to address its costs and to address aggressively the base cost of 
procedures, including professional fees. Specific areas which I have requested to be addressed 
include:

- Audit - of the volume of procedures;

- Clinical audit - to determine the appropriateness of procedures being claimed for;

- Procedure based payments - in particular with a view to their extension to the public health 
sector;

- Benchmarking - to determine the underlying basis for the cost of specific procedures, with 
a view to driving costs downwards.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to put a permanent scheme of 
risk equalisation in place, which is a key requirement for the existing private health insurance 
market and is designed to keep health insurance affordable for older persons and to maintain 
the stability of the market.  The Health Insurance (Amendment) Act, 2012 gave effect to a new 
Risk Equalisation Scheme (RES) with effect from 1 January 2013.  This will contribute to the 
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protection of affordability for those who need it most.  It is important to note that the measures 
contained in the new Risk Equalisation Scheme are designed to result in no overall increase of 
premiums paid in the market, rather it is intended to spread the risk more evenly between the 
healthy and the less healthy, as well as the old and the young. 

Finally, many consumers can make large savings on their health insurance premiums.  I 
would strongly advise consumers to shop around for the health insurance plan that best suits 
their needs.  For those who have been insured on the same plan for a number of years, it is 
important to review the level of cover to ensure that their needs are being met, without being 
over-insured.  Consumers have a legal right to switch between or within insurers to get better 
value and to reduce their premium costs.  The Health Insurance Authority (HIA) provides infor-
mation to consumers regarding their rights and also on health insurance plans and benefits.  The 
HIA’s website www.hia.ie has a useful plan comparison tool which assists in finding suitable 
and competitive health insurance plans.

31/01/2013WRX01288Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

31/01/2013WRX01300227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
for increases in charges under the fair care scheme notified to his Department; the basis for such 
increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5043/13]

31/01/2013WRX01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Treatment Purchase Fund Board was designated under Section 40 of the Nursing Homes Sup-
port Scheme Act 2009 as the body authorised to enter into arrangements on the price for long-
term residential care services with private and voluntary nursing homes that wish to be “ap-
proved nursing homes” for the purposes of the Scheme.  The negotiation process is necessary 
due to the commitment by the State to meet the full balance between the negotiated price and 
each person’s contribution.  The cost of long term residential care in public nursing homes is 
determined by the HSE.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund Board have advised that in the period 1st February 
2012 to 31st January 2013 the following activity occurred in relation to prices for long term 
residential care in private and voluntary nursing homes: Number of Private Nursing Homes that 
obtained NTPF agreement to increase price - 6;  Number of Private Nursing Homes that agreed 
with NTPF to reduce price - 42.

In addition, long term price agreements (ranging from 2 to 5 years) were contracted in 2010 
shortly after the introduction of the Scheme in 2009.  This approach was taken to ensure greater 
long term price stability of the Scheme and also represented value for the tax payer.  Some of 
these longer term contracts are index linked and the application of inflation clauses applied to 
a total of 140 nursing homes during the year ended 31st January 2013. Each nursing home’s 
pricing arrangements are, in any event, assessed by NTPF on an individual nursing home basis 
as current contracts expire and fall due for renewal and renegotiation.  At the 31st January 2013 
a total of 426 private nursing homes had pricing contracts with NTPF for the provision of long 
term residential care.

31/01/2013WRX01450Health Services Provision

31/01/2013WRX01500228. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when orthodontic 
treatment will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who is 
suffering pain and discomfort and awaiting treatment at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter.  [5044/13]

31/01/2013WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

31/01/2013WRX01650National Strategy on Dementia Publication

31/01/2013WRX01700229. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when he will publish the Strat-
egy for Dementia; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5055/13]

31/01/2013WRX01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Pro-
gramme for Government gave a commitment to develop a National Strategy on Dementia 
which will increase awareness, ensure early diagnosis and intervention, and enhance commu-
nity based services for all people living with this condition, and to do so by the end of 2013. 
The first stage of the process, which was to assemble the research and evidence upon which 
the policy will be developed, has been completed and the report on this process is available at 
www.doh.ie.  This was followed by a public consultation process, with submissions received 
currently being analysed.  A working group to develop the Strategy will be established shortly 
with a view to finalising and publishing the Dementia Strategy by the end of this year.

31/01/2013WRY00150Departmental Contracts

31/01/2013WRY00200230. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of the tender process leading to the award of the contract for the provision 
of the new format driving licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4822/13]

31/01/2013WRY00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the provi-
sions of the Road Traffic (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012, responsibility for 
driver licensing nationally has been transferred to the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  The new 
national driver licensing system consists of three outsourced elements: a front office for dealing 
with customers, a back office to process applications, and a card producer to manufacture the 
new plastic format licences.   All of these are overseen by a ‘centre of excellence’ in the RSA 
itself.  The tender process for the outsourced elements was entirely a matter for the RSA, and I 
had no role in it.  I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s query to the RSA for direct answer, 
and would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.

31/01/2013WRY00350Haulage Industry Regulation

31/01/2013WRY00400231. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 696 of 18 December 2012, if he will answer a specific query 
from a person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [4848/13]

31/01/2013WRY00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has had previous correspondence with the person referred to in the question and is looking into 
the issues raised in his email.   A further reply will issue to that person as soon as possible.
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31/01/2013WRY00550Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

31/01/2013WRY00600232. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of organisations or agencies under the aegis of his De-
partment that have vacancies on their board; the length of time any such vacancies have been 
unfilled; the number of vacancies that have been advertised; the number of applications to fill 
such vacancies that have been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4866/13]

31/01/2013WRY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
sought by the Deputy is in the following table.  It should be noted that in total there are 29 agen-
cies under my Department’s remit with a total of 236 individuals currently serving on boards.  It 
is important to note that the boards of each body are appointed in different fashions, with some 
positions being ex officio positions, some worker directors or others directly appointed by me, 
or by Government or with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  In 
almost all cases the legislation provides that a Minister may appoint up to a certain number of 
individuals.  There is rarely a requirement that all positions be filled, and as is outlined below, 
there are good reasons why not all positions may be filled. 

My Department advertised new procedures for appointment to boards on Friday 8th April 
2011 which provided for any interested party to express an interest in becoming a member of 
the board of any of the State agencies for which I have responsibility.   All appointments from 
that date have followed these procedures.  I have received more than 400 expressions of inter-
est since the new procedures were advertised and more than 40 of these individuals have been 
appointed to various Boards under the Department’s aegis.  Given the importance of ensuring 
the right mix of skills and experience on every board, appointments are not necessarily confined 
to those who have made an expression of interest.  On becoming Minister, I was particularly 
concerned that on many of the boards appointed under the previous Government there were ob-
vious skills and experience gaps, and in my appointments to date, I have sought to rectify this.

It should be noted that I have, from time to time, decided not to fill all existing vacancies.  
This is the case with a number of smaller bodies under my Department’s aegis, where the scale 
of the agency’s operation would not justify a larger board.   Similarly, in a number of cases 
where the legislation provides for a very large board I have taken the decision not to fill a num-
ber of positions.  Therefore, where there is flexibility under the relevant Act, I have on occasion 
appointed less than the maximum number of directors.  I have also made considerable efforts 
to select suitably skilled candidates even if this involved some delay in making the appoint-
ment.   I believe that when making appointments to positions that carry terms over a number of 
years, suitable care must be taken to ensure that appropriate individual are appointed.

A decision on the separation of Cork and Shannon airports, as envisaged under the State 
Airports Act 2004 was not made until 2012.  As a consequence, when the terms of appointment 
of the directors of both boards expired on 31 December 2011, a decision was made then not to 
fill all vacancies on each board until a substantive decision was made on separation and on the 
future structure of the DAA. 

On 27th November 2012, the Government confirmed its earlier decision in principle to 
establish Shannon as an independent autonomous airport and to merge it with a restructured 
Shannon Development to form a new publicly owned commercial entity.   In light of this deci-
sion vacancies on both the Cork and Shannon Airport Authority Boards will be filled during the 
course of 2013.

State Board Vacancy Dates From: 
National Roads Authority 7 October 2012
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State Board Vacancy Dates From: 
National Roads Authority 31 October 2012
National Roads Authority 31 October 2012
Bus Átha Cliath 1 June 2012
Bus Átha Cliath 1 June 2012
Iarnród Éireann 17  May 2012
Iarnród Éireann 17  May 2012
Railway Procurement Agency 1 January 2013
Railway Procurement Agency 6 August 2012
Railway Safety Advisory Council 16 May 2011
Railway Safety Advisory Council 11 May 2010
Taxi Advisory Committee to NTA 9 August 2012
Dublin Airport Authority plc 6 December 2012
Dublin Airport Authority plc 31 December 2012 
Shannon Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Shannon Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Shannon Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Shannon Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Shannon Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Shannon Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Cork Airport Authority plc 31 December 2011
Irish Aviation Authority 12 November 2012
Marine Casualty Investigation Board 29 December 2012
Port of Cork Company 30 September 2012
Drogheda Port Company 12 June 2012
Drogheda Port Company 14 December 2012
Dublin Port Company 18 September 2012
Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company 30 September 2012
Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company 12 June 2012
Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company 3 December 2012
Shannon Foynes Port Company 29 August 2012
Port of Waterford Company 12 June 2012
Galway Harbour Company 21 November 2012
New Ross Port Company 24 April 2012
New Ross Port Company 12 June 2012
New Ross Port Company 12 June 2012
Wicklow Port Company 12 June 2012
Wicklow Port Company 12 June 2012
National Sports Campus Development Authority (NSCDA) 15 November 2010
National Sports Campus Development Authority (NSCDA) 23 March 2012
National Sports Campus Development Authority (NSCDA) 23 March 2012
National Sports Campus Development Authority (NSCDA) 23 March 2012
Irish Sports Council (ISC) 14 January 2013

31/01/2013WRY00750Roads Maintenance
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31/01/2013WRY00800233. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
funding has not been provided for the replacement of the Spiddoge Bridge, Beaufort, County 
Kerry on the L7515 in the 2013 specific improvement grants allocation to Kerry County Coun-
cil; if he will take into consideration the fact that the closure of this bridge is of great inconve-
nience to the local community, if he will now make funding available in order that work may 
commence on this important piece of infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4903/13]

31/01/2013WRY00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.   Works on such 
roads are a matter, for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.   The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the local authority.   In July last year, the National Roads Authority (NRA) on 
behalf of the Department issued a circular to all local authorities inviting applications for con-
sideration for funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme.   Kerry County 
Council submitted 9 projects for consideration for funding in 2013.  Spideog Bridge was not, 
however, included in the Council’s submission.  It is open to Kerry County Council to fund 
these works from its Discretionary Grant or alternatively from its own resources.

31/01/2013WRY00950Road Projects Contracts

31/01/2013WRY01000234. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will give consideration to allocating resources to the completion of the N21 project at Barnagh 
west of Newcastle West, County Limerick in view of the fact that the contractors are on site 
and phase one is nearing completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4924/13]

31/01/2013WRY01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.   The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

31/01/2013WRY01150Driving Licence Issues

31/01/2013WRY01200235. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline the specification for photos to accompany an application for the new-format driv-
ing licence; if he will confirm that applicants will not have to travel to a central office to have 
the photo taken but can have it taken locally to the required specification; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4951/13]

31/01/2013WRY01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road 
Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 these are matters for the 
Road Safety Authority (RSA).  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the RSA for direct 
reply, and would ask her to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.
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31/01/2013WRY01350Driving Licence Renewals

31/01/2013WRY01400236. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
justify the cost anomalies where a person aged 65 years or over may only apply for a driving 
licence for a three year period, at ages 67 to 69, at a cost of €35 or a five year period, at 65 to 
70, at a cost of €55, when a ten year licence costs €55; and the action he will take to deal with 
this pricing structure.  [4970/13]

31/01/2013WRY01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Recently, in con-
junction with the introduction of the new plastic card driving licence and the centralisation 
of driver licensing nationally under the Road Safety Authority (RSA), I introduced a new fee 
structure for driver licensing.   This represents the first time that fees have been increased since 
1989.  Driver licence fees have not been keeping pace with inflation since 1989 and, as a result, 
the driver licence service has been under funded for many years and has had to rely heavily on 
the Exchequer.   I made the decision to increase fees from 1 January to allow for the service to 
become self-funding in 2013 and every year thereafter.

In respect of people between the ages of 60 and 67, a driving licence may be granted for a 
period of 1 year or 3 years, together with the unexpired period of a licence previously granted 
to the applicant, where the application for the licence is required to be accompanied by a medi-
cal report and the medical report indicates that the applicant appears to require medical review.  
However, where an application does not require a medical report to be accompanied, all licenc-
es with a validity period greater than 3 years and less than 10 will be charged €55.   It would 
have been administratively difficult to apply a different or proportionate pricing regime in these 
circumstances.  However, I opted to maintain the position that no fee would apply to applicants 
over 70 years of age.  Similarly, no fee will apply to anyone wishing to change personal details 
on a licence.

31/01/2013WRY01550Public Transport Subsidies

31/01/2013WRY01600237. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will confirm that during the summer of 2012 the National Transport Authority carried out a pub-
lic consultation regarding existing public service obligation routes; the current position regard-
ing this process; when he expects developments concerning PSO routes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4975/13]

31/01/2013WRY01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In respect of the 
future provision of bus services the Programme for Government contains a commitment “to es-
tablish a Cabinet Sub-Committee on Infrastructure to explore the benefits to the public transport 
passenger of a more diverse bus service provision”.   In line with this commitment the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) conducted a non-statutory public consultation in summer 2012.  
The report  on the public consultation process is available on the NTA’s website.  The NTA has 
also briefed the Cabinet Sub-Committee on the process in October 2012.

The public consultation submissions will be considered and taken into account  by the 
NTA  in coming forward with proposals.  Where the NTA proposes to enter into a further direct 
award contract or contracts for bus services it is obliged to carry out a statutory consultation 
under section 52 of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008.  Furthermore, the NTA may only 
enter into a direct award contract “where it is satisfied that the continued adequacy of the pub-
lic bus passenger services to which the contracts relate can only be guaranteed in the general 
economic interest by entering into such direct award contracts.”   Accordingly the matter will 
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require further examination before any decisions are taken.

31/01/2013WRY01750Rail Network

31/01/2013WRY01800238. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
issued any instruction to CIE and Iarnród Éireann in relation to the preservation of the owner-
ship of the old railway line from the Kerry-Limerick border to Tralee, County Kerry, which 
is to be developed as a greenway and also carries a fibre optic cable; and if he is satisfied that 
CIE is doing everything possible to defend its interests in this property in the public interest.  
[5052/13]

31/01/2013WRY01900239. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
received through the National Sustainable Transport Office any solicitor’s letter in relation to 
the Limerick-Kerry disused railway line claiming ownership of the line; the steps he intends 
taking in relation to ensuring that the State, through CIÉ, defends the public interest in this mat-
ter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5053/13]

31/01/2013WRY02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 238 and 239 together. 

A letter was received by the National Sustainable Travel Office of my Department in rela-
tion to the Limerick/Kerry railway line.   I understand CIÉ also received a similar letter and in 
its response has stated that CIÉ is the owner of the property and will continue to access its prop-
erty as necessary.  It has also indicated that it will object to any application by other parties to 
register these lands with the Property Registration Authority.  I have also referred the Deputy’s 
question to CIÉ for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.


