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      Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRA0050010. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
additional steps he and his EU counterparts have taken to address the Syrian conflict; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1581/13]

16/01/2013WRA0060027. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the conflict in Syria will be a high priority in Ireland’s EU Presidency; and if he will in-
vite representatives of the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces 
to Dublin during the Presidency. [1667/13]

16/01/2013WRA0070034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which it is intended to use Ireland’s influence in the course of its Presidency 
of the EU to positively influence the situation in Syria with particular reference to the urgent 
need for a major humanitarian input from the EU and its member states in association with the 
UN and the worldwide community with the objective of bringing to an end the on-going loss of 
life and humanitarian violations; if he anticipates a specific role for this country and the EU; if 
this will be prioritised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1654/13]

16/01/2013WRA00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 10, 27 and 34 together.

The conflict in Syria, which arose from a basic demand on the part of ordinary Syrians for 
greater freedom and democracy and which by the UN’s estimate has to date cost up to 60,000 
lives, has been a major priority for the European Union over the past two years.  It will remain 
a major priority during the period of Ireland’s EU Presidency.  We will continue to be fully 
supportive of the High Representative in her work on this issue and will use our influence to 
advance the efforts being made by the European Union to bring about a political resolution of 
the conflict working closely with the relevant official structures.

The immediate priority is to achieve an end to the violence and the initiation of some form 
of political process.   Ireland and the EU fully back the efforts of the UN/Arab League Joint 
Special Representative, Lakhdar Brahimi.  We were very pleased to facilitate a meeting be-
tween Mr. Brahimi, Hillary Clinton and Sergei Lavrov at the OSCE Summit in Dublin last 
month.  This has led to further tripartite meetings between the UN, US and Russia in the search 
for a political solution.  Such a solution is likely to draw extensively from the Geneva Com-
muniqué of last June which foresaw the establishment of a transitional Government responsible 
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for mapping out a path towards political transition.

I have also repeatedly made clear that there must be accountability for what has transpired 
in Syria and that those guilty of committing war crimes must know that they will ultimately 
face justice. That is why Ireland has been fully supportive of the efforts to have the situation in 
Syria referred by the UN Security Council to the International Criminal Court.  We have taken 
a leading role within the EU in arguing for such referral.  I am pleased to note that virtually all 
EU member States are signatories of the letter which the Swiss Mission to the UN forwarded to 
the President of UN Security Council earlier this week and which called for referral to the ICC 
and reminded all sides in Syria of the obligation to fully respect international law.  I was also 
pleased in recent days to join with Ministerial colleagues from Austria, Denmark and Slovenia 
in issuing a strong public statement in support of referral to the ICC.     

We also need to encourage the political opposition in Syria, now led by the Syrian National 
Coalition, to work actively with Special Representative Brahimi in search of a ceasefire and a 
political breakthrough.  This was much one of the principal messages delivered by the Foreign 
Affairs Council when it discussed Syria last month.  I was pleased to meet the President of the 
National Coalition, Dr Al Khatib, on that occasion.  Dr. Al-Khatib also met with the Minister of 
State for Trade and Development, Joe Costello TD, on the margins of the Friends of Syria meet-
ing  in Morocco last month.  I have now formally invited President Al Khatib and his officials 
to come to Dublin to discuss the Coalition’s plans for a post-Assad, democratic Syria.

Ireland and the EU will also remain actively engaged in addressing the seriously deteriorat-
ing humanitarian situation arising from the crisis.   Some 2 million Syrians have been internally 
displaced, a further 2 million are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance and more than 
600,000 refugees have fled the violence to neighbouring countries.  Ireland has contributed a 
total of €2,450,000 in emergency assistance to date in response while total assistance from the 
EU so far stands at €321 million.  The UN has now convened a high-level donor pledging con-
ference for Syria in Kuwait on 30 January at which Ireland will be represented by the Minister 
of State, Deputy Costello.

Nuclear Proliferation

16/01/2013WRA0090011. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the EU is considering additional sanctions against Iran on the basis of its nuclear development 
plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1582/13]

16/01/2013WRA0100021. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will use his position in the EU to ensure that the US sponsored sanctions against Iran currently 
supported by the EU, and having an adverse impact on the Iranian economy and people, are 
lifted, rather than intensified. [1602/13]

16/01/2013WRA0110064. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will withdraw diplomatic support for the US/EU sanctions against Iran. [1630/13]

16/01/2013WRA01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 11, 21 and 64 together.

Ireland fully supports the diplomatic efforts which are being made with Iran to address the 
serious international concerns arising from its nuclear programme.  It also fully supports the 
sanctions imposed on Iran with a view to securing diplomatic engagement.  Progressive sanc-
tions have been reluctantly imposed by the EU, particularly in the last two years, after many 
years in which Iran simply refused to negotiate on this issue.  During 2012, sanctions were 
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extended to include oil and gas imports and increased restrictions on financial transactions and 
investment.  We believe that these sanctions have been successful in bringing Iran to the negoti-
ating table.   However, the Iranians have as yet shown no evidence that they are ready to engage 
seriously with this process.

President Obama has recently signed into law a further tightening of US sanctions which 
was approved by Congress at the end of last year.   This may lead to renewed pressure within the 
EU for a further tightening of bilateral EU sanctions against Iran.  However, it will be difficult 
to go much further in this direction without reaching what amounts to a de facto trade embargo 
on Iran.  Any further proposals for EU sanctions would have to be considered carefully by all 
member States, and in the context of Iran’s engagement with the ongoing negotiations. 

It is important to recall that the sole purpose of the sanctions is to help bring about a peace-
ful diplomatic resolution to the nuclear issue and so to avoid the resort to military force by any 
power.  Our view is that military action, which would have a devastating impact on the Iranian 
people as well as on the wider region, should be avoided at all costs.  

It is also important to note that, in order to minimise the impact of sanctions on civilians, 
no sanctions exist at present on food, medicine or most normal commercial goods.  The recent 
economic turmoil in Iran, including severe depreciation of the Rial, has been generally linked 
to the effects of serious economic mismanagement over many years, including the diversion 
of massive resources to secret nuclear activities.  Pressure from sanctions may have brought 
forward some of these reactions but cannot be said to have directly caused them. 

Ireland will continue to work at EU level to prevent any move towards a general economic 
embargo of Iran.   We will also lend full support to High Representative Ashton and the dual 
track approach which is being pursued by the E3 + 3 on the Iranian nuclear issue.

EU Programmes

16/01/2013WRA0130012. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to ensure that the EU’s development cooperation programme is a central focus of 
Ireland’s EU Presidency; and what he sees as the biggest successes to aim for in this area. 
[1664/13]

16/01/2013WRA01400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ireland’s EU Presidency comes at a crucial period for international development policy, as 
the international community opens discussion on the framework for global development after 
2015, the target date for the Millennium Development Goals.  A Special Event will be held at 
the United Nations in September to review progress on the MDGs and to begin consideration of 
the post-2015 development framework. A key priority for Ireland’s Presidency will be to ensure 
that the EU, which collectively provides over 55% of all assistance to developing countries, 
adopts a strong, coherent position for this UN event and takes a lead in discussions on the future 
of development policy and practice.

As Presidency, we will also work to forge stronger links in EU policy between humanitarian 
relief and development aid, drawing on the experience of humanitarian emergencies in recent 
years.  On the basis of the response to the emergency in the Horn of Africa in 2011, we plan 
to focus consideration on the EU’s approach to disaster risk reduction, helping communities to 
prepare for and take action to avert the effects of disasters and emergencies.  

We look forward to hosting an informal meeting of EU Development Ministers in Dublin 
on 11/12 February.  This will represent the first opportunity for a substantive policy discussion 
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by Ministers of these key development issues, in preparation for Council Conclusions for con-
sideration by the development segment of the Foreign Affairs Council, which will be held in 
Brussels on 28 May.

Throughout the Presidency, I look forward to highlighting the priority which Ireland at-
taches to the fight against global hunger and undernutrition.  A key theme of our work nationally 
and as Presidency for the next six months will be to examine and build a stronger understanding 
of the linkages between hunger, nutrition and the impact of climate change on the poorest coun-
tries in the world.  This will be the theme of the high-level international conference to be held in 
Dublin in April 2013, which will bring together international policy makers and representatives 
of communities across the developing world.

16/01/2013WRA01450EU Presidency Agenda

16/01/2013WRA0150013. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will, during the course of Ireland’s Presidency of the EU, encourage his EU col-
leagues to rediscover the original vision of Europe as set out by Monnet, Schuman, Adenauer 
and others with particular reference to the urgent need to ensure that European leaders speak 
with a common cause and purpose, mindful of the need for unity and solidarity on matters af-
fecting the persons within and outside the Eurozone; if it is expected to set particular or specific 
targets in this regard in respect of areas that have become known to require particular attention 
in recent years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1655/13]

16/01/2013WRA01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
founding fathers of European integration sought to develop a Europe of peace, security and 
prosperity for its people.  The success of the European project can be in no doubt today in that 
regard.   However, the considerable challenges that Ireland and the EU face today are very dif-
ferent to those of sixty years ago.  Our values remain the same.  But the challenge of delivering 
to our citizens increases as our economic and social challenges grow. 

 The Irish Presidency programme published last week identifies three main priorities: Stabil-
ity, Jobs and Growth.  During the European Year of Citizens there is no greater result that we 
could deliver for our people than ensuring that our Presidency leads to renewed and sustainable 
economic growth and job creation, built on strong and secure foundations.  The best hope for 
prosperity, securing stability across the EU, is in creating an environment for job creation. No-
where is this more important than in addressing youth unemployment, which is now reaching 
unsustainable dimensions. 

The Presidency will focus intensively on pushing ahead with the introduction of a Youth 
Employment Package, which includes a “Youth Guarantee”, a consultation on “Quality Frame-
work for Traineeships” and a proposal for a “European Alliance for Apprenticeships”. We can-
not afford to have a lost generation of young unemployed Europeans. We will not be found 
wanting as a Presidency in addressing this challenge. 

I have been greatly encouraged in my recent consultations with our partners by the extent to 
which the Irish Presidency’s objectives are widely shared and supported.  The Presidents of the 
European Council and the European Commission whom we met in Dublin last week also ex-
pressed their strong support for Ireland’s Presidency priorities, and we also have received broad 
support from the European Parliament, where the Taoiseach is presenting Ireland’s Presidency 
programme this morning.  The history of European integration has demonstrated that the EU is 
at its most effective when Member States act together.  The Single Market is proof of this, and 
as Presidency, Ireland will seek to respond to the challenges that face all Member States with 
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common actions and solutions.  In today’s globalised market with strong links between econo-
mies, such coordinated responses are more critical than ever.  This is why the Government is 
attaching strong importance to reaching agreement on outstanding Single Market Act measures, 
to creating new opportunities for EU business, especially for SMEs, and supporting President 
Van Rompuy in securing agreement on the EU’s future financing to mobilise investment in ar-
eas including agriculture and cohesion funding.

The Irish Presidency programme published last week sets out in greater detail our priorities 
and also how we plan to deliver results for Europe’s citizens.

Future economic recovery and job creation depend on creating a stable economic environ-
ment.  This is why we will work to advance the Banking Union proposals and specifically to 
win agreement on a Single Supervisory Mechanism.  Effective implementation of the EU’s eco-
nomic governance measures will also promote stability and confidence for business, consumers 
and investors, fuelling economic recovery and job creation.

As Presidency, Ireland will also seek to create new markets for EU exporters by making 
progress on trade agreements with key partners.  Expanding opportunities for EU products and 
services abroad will be vital to our future economic growth in Ireland and Europe. 

Europe’s priorities are also key national priorities for Ireland in terms of resolving bank 
debt, stabilising the Euro, and anchoring economic recovery. Never has our agenda in Ireland 
been so aligned with the priorities of the Union.  As Presidency, the Government looks forward 
to meeting the challenges ahead and to delivering strong and tangible results for citizens in 
Ireland and across the Union.

Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRA0170014. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
reason his Department has been given significant increases in some administration spending, 
such as travel, €452,000, postal and telecoms services, €451,000 and office equipment and ex-
ternal IT services, €945,000, in Budget 2013. [1676/13]

16/01/2013WRA0180023. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the programmes that will benefit from the €3.6 million increase in the Consular, Passport and 
Irish Abroad Services of his Department that are outlined in Budget 2013. [1674/13]

16/01/2013WRA0190028. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will explain the decrease in the Promote Ireland’s Economic and Trade Interests in Europe 
and Internationally section of his Department, as outlined in Budget 2013, by more than €1.1 
million; the reason it was cut while recent trade figures demonstrate this State’s over reliance on 
trade of chemical and related products and the EU and American market. [1673/13]

16/01/2013WRA02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 14, 23 and 28 together.

With the move to Performance Budgeting in 2012, the layout of the Estimates has changed.  
All expenditure is now grouped under Departmental programmes which combine administra-
tive and direct expenditure attributable to each area of activity.  The Estimates for 2013 pub-
lished on 5 December last in respect of my Department show an overall reduction of some €4.1 
million for Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) compared with the allocation for 2012.

In preparing the budget, every effort was made to protect direct expenditure in areas such 
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as Promoting Ireland’s Economic and Trade Interests in Europe and Internationally; Consular, 
Passport and Irish Abroad Services and Reconciliation and Cooperation on This Island. 

The particular adjustments raised in the Deputies’ questions are the result of an updated 
estimate of the administrative costs attributable to each programme. The direct programme ex-
penditure allocations remain unchanged. Changes in administrative spending allocations also 
take account of the additional provisions made for the exceptional once-off costs associated 
with the EU Presidency.

The Revised Estimates Volume, which will be published in a few weeks, will provide more 
detailed information on all expenditure.That volume will take account of the 2012 out-turn and 
will also include a number of adjustments, often technical, that are made as part of the budget-
ary process.

Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRA0210015. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he has taken to address the problems arising from the decision taken by Belfast City 
Council and the flying of flags in the city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1724/13]

16/01/2013WRA0220020. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the discussions that are taking place between his Department, the Northern Ireland Office and 
the British Government to address the new crisis in relation to the decision taken by Belfast 
City Council and the flying of flags in the city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1723/13]

16/01/2013WRA02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 15 and 20 together.

In recent weeks we have seen widespread street violence in a Belfast and elsewhere in 
Northern Ireland. We have seen attacks on the Police Service of Northern Ireland including the 
attempted murder of police officers and widespread attempts to intimidate public representa-
tives and their families.  I have condemned these events unreservedly. 

I have remained in contact with the Secretary of State Theresa Villiers and with the party 
leaders in Northern Ireland throughout.  Over the past week I have spoken with Peter Robinson, 
Martin McGuinness, David Ford, Mike Nesbitt and Alasdair McDonnell.  I will be travelling 
to Belfast tomorrow morning to meet with the Secretary of State, and the First Minister and 
Deputy First Minister. Officials from my Department continue to work closely with the British 
Government and with political representatives in Northern Ireland to identify ways to address 
not just the current crisis but its underlying causes. 

Security cooperation between the Gardai and the PSNI is at its most effective level ever. The 
PSNI are on the front line dealing with the violence of recent weeks – 99 police officers have 
been injured to date – and I want to reiterate my steadfast support for them in dealing with these 
most difficult circumstances.

I also wish to take this opportunity to put on record the Government’s abhorrence at the at-
tempts on the lives of police officers. 

The vast majority of people in Northern Ireland want to see an end to street violence. The 
rioters are in effect wrecking their own communities. This year has the potential to be a great 
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year for tourism to Northern Ireland. That potential must not be jeopardised by the recent ter-
rible images from Belfast that have been beamed around the world by international media. 

The economic cost of recent events is becoming apparent. Apart from the cost of the polic-
ing operation – estimated at £7 million – foreign direct investment, the retail trade and tourism 
are all at risk. The Confederation of British Industry Director in Northern Ireland has warned of 
the economic damage being inflicted on local businesses, tourism and investment. 

It is my hope that out of this setback, we will see a redoubling of efforts to achieve a 
genuinely reconciled society in Northern Ireland. It is a reminder to all that the peace process 
is exactly that – a process which still has some way to go. Political cooperation and security 
cooperation on this island has never been better and we can rely on these relationships of trust 
and on the resilience of the Good Friday Agreement to create space for progress beyond the 
current difficulties.

Overseas Development Aid Provision

16/01/2013WRA0240016. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the target of 0.7% of GNP to be given as overseas development aid for 2015; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1578/13]

16/01/2013WRA02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ireland’s aid programme prioritises the fight against global poverty and hunger.  It is 
strongly focused on the poorest countries and communities in sub-Saharan Africa, prioritising 
investments in the areas of education, health, good governance, food security and nutrition. 
The programme is central to our foreign policy, has an enviable international reputation, and 
consistently enjoys strong political and public support.

This Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s aid programme. Our programme for 
Government contains a very clear commitment to the aid programme and the UN target of 
providing 0.7% of Gross National Product (GNP) for Official Development Assistance (ODA). 
However, as I have stated on many occasions in the past, credible progress towards achieving 
the UN target can only be made through restoring sustainable growth in the economy. This is 
our absolute priority and we are making solid progress on this front.     

Last year, the Government provided €639 million to ODA.  For 2013 we have allocated an 
estimated €623 million - a modest reduction on the 2012 level. Stabilising the ODA budget has 
been an important and significant achievement for this Government, particularly in light of the 
extraordinarily difficult economic conditions facing the country.  

€623 million remains a very significant allocation of public funds and is a clear indication 
of our commitment to the aid programme. It represents a genuine investment on behalf of the 
Irish people to assist those less fortunate than ourselves. The Government is ambitious for the 
aid programme and is determined to ensure the significant resources allocated continue to maxi-
mise results and deliver real and sustainable improvements in the lives of the world’s poorest 
people.

Overseas Development Aid Oversight

16/01/2013WRA0260017. Deputy John Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he has taken to address procedures in distributing aid to Uganda; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [1563/13]

16/01/2013WRA0270024. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the date on which the Ugandan Auditor General is expected to finish his report into 
the misappropriation of €4 million of aid given by Irish Aid; and if officials or those from an 
accounting background in his Department will be travelling to Uganda in connection with the 
case in the coming months. [1680/13]

16/01/2013WRA02800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

(Deputy Joe Costello): I propose to take Questions Nos. 17 and 24 together.

As the Deputies know I was deeply concerned about the misappropriation of €4 million 
of Irish development funding in Uganda, which came to light last October. Ireland has always 
made it abundantly clear that we have no tolerance for fraud or any other form of financial ir-
regularity in relation to our development programme. I immediately suspended €16 million 
of Irish development assistance which was due to be channelled through the Government of 
Uganda systems in 2012 and I initiated an investigation into the misappropriation of funds by 
the Ugandan Office of the Prime Minister which was undertaken by a team from the Evaluation 
and Audit Unit of my Department. Their report has been made public and is available on my 
Department’s website. 

The Deputies will be aware that the Government of Uganda has accepted full responsibility 
for the misappropriation of Irish development funds and full restitution of the funds has now 
taken place. I welcome this action which was brought about after intensive dialogue with the 
Ugandan Government at a high level and is a sign of the strong partnership which has been built 
with Uganda over many years. This partnership enables very strong and frank dialogue on a 
wide range of issues including development, human rights and corruption.

The initial report of the Special Investigation by the Auditor General of Uganda into the 
misappropriation of €4 million of Irish Aid, and other donor funds intended for financing of the 
Peace and Recovery Development Plan (PRDP) was published in October 2012. The Auditor 
General will now carry out further detailed follow up assessments and audits in relation to the 
PRDP, the Office of the Prime Minister, the Treasury Department and on the Government’s Fi-
nancial Management System. Current expectations are that this work will be completed by mid 
2013. My Department will support the Auditor General in this important work.

I am committed to ensuring that we learn from what has occurred in Uganda to further 
strengthen our systems of risk identification and management as well as monitoring and audit 
to minimise the potential for the misuse of funds in the future. I fully accept the recommenda-
tions set out in the Report of the Evaluation and Audit team and have directed that they should 
be implemented.

The Director General of Irish Aid, together with other officials, will travel to Uganda shortly 
to review proposals and appropriate management arrangements for a future programme. Any 
such programme will build on the previous valuable contribution made by Ireland towards 
improving the lives of some of the most vulnerable people in the world, but must provide as-
surance and strong accountability to the Irish taxpayer. The Evaluation and Audit Unit of my 
Department will also continue to follow up on the important work they have already undertaken 
in Uganda, with the next audit visit by this Unit to take place in the coming weeks. 

Following the exposure of the misappropriation of funds in Uganda, Ambassadors in over-
seas missions that manage Irish Aid bilateral programmes were asked to undertake a full review 
of their management and risk assessment systems to ensure that any weaknesses are dealt with. 
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This review has been completed and the Secretary General of my Department will meet with all 
of the Heads of Mission in February to underline the importance of managing risk around Irish 
development funding.

EU Battlegroups

16/01/2013WRA0290018. Deputy John Halligan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
a new EU military mission will be launched in the coming months; if he will provide details of 
both the mission and Ireland’s involvement in any such mission; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1683/13]

16/01/2013WRA0300037. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a new EU military mission will be launched in the coming months; if he will provide 
details of both the mission and Ireland’s involvement in any such mission; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1682/13]

16/01/2013WRA03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 18 and 37 together.

Planning is underway for the establishment of an EU training mission to address the deterio-
rating situation in Mali.   This will be deployed under the EU’s Common Security and Defence 
Policy. 

The crisis in Mali has been high on the EU’s agenda since the attempted coup in March 2012 
and the de facto secession of much of the north of the country.  At our meeting in December, EU 
Foreign Ministers issued a strong statement which reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to playing 
a constructive role in support of stabilisation efforts and which increased the pressure on the 
Malian parties to adopt and implement a “roadmap” for a transition to democratic elections.  

The training mission, called “EUTM Mali”, is being established in response to a number of 
recent United Nations Security Council Resolutions which call upon Member States, regional 
and international organizations to provide assistance, training and capacity-building support 
to the Malian security forces so as to help them to restore the authority of the State.  The most 
recent of these, UNSCR 2085, takes note of the planned deployment of a military mission by 
the EU with these objectives in mind.

EUTM Mali will provide military training and advice to the Malian Armed Forces to im-
prove their military capacity and their effectiveness in working towards the restoration of the 
country’s territorial integrity. Training will also be provided in international humanitarian law, 
the protection of civilians and human rights.  The mission, which will be based in the south of 
Mali, will not engage in combat operations.  It will be conducted at the invitation of the Malian 
Government and in close coordination with the UN, the African Union, ECOWAS and other 
key partners. An EU Council decision on deployment of the mission is expected to be taken this 
month. 

No decision has yet been made with regard to the question of Irish participation in EUTM 
Mali. Any participation by the Defence Forces would require the approval of Government and 
Dáil Éireann as appropriate.

Middle East Peace Process

16/01/2013WRA0320019. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the discussions he has held with the Israeli representation in Ireland and his EU counterparts 
regarding the Gaza conflict; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1572/13]

16/01/2013WRA0330032. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on whether Israel should fully implement the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access, 
to give the stagnant economy of Gaza an opportunity to revive itself, and to pave the way for 
the creation of a viable Palestinian State in the West Bank and Gaza by providing and allowing 
transport links between the West Bank and Gaza. [1660/13]

16/01/2013WRA0340035. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to any progress that has been made with regard to opening the 
crossings and facilitating the movement of people and transfer of goods in and out of Gaza as 
provided for in the cease-fire agreement of 21 November 2012; and if he has discussed the issue 
with the Israeli authorities and his colleagues in the EU. [1678/13]

16/01/2013WRA0350039. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he supports the right of Gaza’s fishermen to fish twenty nautical miles out at sea, as provided 
for in the Oslo accords; and if he will raise the restriction to six nautical miles currently being 
imposed on them by the Israeli navy with the Israeli authorities. [1679/13]

16/01/2013WRA0360055. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there was a discussion on Israel and Gaza at the November European Council meeting; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53795/12]

16/01/2013WRA0370059. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his concerns regarding tensions in Israel and Palestine even though there is a peace agreement 
at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54063/12]

16/01/2013WRA03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 19, 32, 35, 39, 55 and 59 together.

The recent conflict in Gaza was, thankfully, comparatively brief, beginning on the evening 
of 14 November and ending in a renewed ceasefire on 21 November. The relatively speedy 
restoration of the ceasefire was due to the active intervention of the Egyptian Government in 
particular, with the support of others such as Turkey and Qatar, and the recognition by both par-
ties that a further escalation would be both inevitable and damaging if the conflict continued.  

I issued statements on behalf of the Government on 15 and 18 November.  I discussed the 
situation in Gaza with my EU colleagues at the Foreign Affairs Council on 19 November, and 
the Council adopted Conclusions on the issue.   My concerns were also conveyed directly to the 
Israeli authorities, through the Ambassador in Tel Aviv and the Israeli Ambassador in Dublin. I 
have reported previously to the House in more detail on these matters.

The ceasefire established on 21 November has so far held very well, despite some incidents.  
As I said in November, however, so long as the underlying problems of Gaza are not adequately 
addressed, any ceasefire will ultimately break down again. I therefore laid particular stress on 
the provisions in the ceasefire for further contacts between the parties, again through the me-
diation of Egypt, with a view to the reaching of longer-term agreements.  The essence of these 
would be that the current blockade of Gaza would be significantly relaxed, allowing a return to 
more normal life and commercial activity while securing a more durable and lasting cessation 
of rocket attacks into Israel.

I am encouraged by some small but important steps which have been taken by Israel, in the 
context of these discussions, to relax some of the restrictions on Gaza.  The three-mile fish-
ing limit previously enforced has been doubled to six miles;  some commercial supplying of 
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construction aggregates has begun;  and, perhaps most importantly, the restrictions on farmers 
accessing their land approaching the border fence have been significantly relaxed, with a reduc-
tion in the width of the buffer zone from 500 metres to 100 metres.  Indications so far are that 
these relaxations are being largely followed through in practice.

These measures are comparatively small, and much more needs to be done.   But they are 
a welcome beginning.  It is important that they progress and that the contacts between the two 
sides continue, leading to better understanding.  It is also essential that the ceasefire remains 
intact and that for instance militant groups do not use the greater access to farmland to mount 
attacks on the border fence and the soldiers manning it, as has been done in the past. 

I have long argued at EU level and directly with the Israeli authorities, as did my predeces-
sor Deputy Martin, that the blockade of Gaza as it has operated has been counterproductive. 
The collapse of Gaza’s economy, and displacement of traffic to smuggling tunnels, has only 
strengthened the control and the finances of the militants while increasing the latter’s appeal for 
unemployed youth.  I will continue to urge the relaxation and ultimate ending of the blockade, 
while accepting that the prevention of weapons entering Gaza remains an essential objective.

Measures to address the situation on the ground in Gaza and to ease the blockade should 
ultimately  include working for full implementation of the 2005 Agreement on Movement and 
Access, as repeatedly called for by the EU and also by the UN Security Council in Resolu-
tion 1860. This should include full access by fishermen to the waters envisaged under Oslo, 
although bearing in mind that the security situation is significantly altered from the position 
when the Oslo Accords were agreed and that Gaza is not currently controlled by the Palestinian 
Authority which was set up under those Accords.

Question No. 20 answered with Question No. 15.

Question No. 21 answered with Question No. 11.

Overseas Development Aid Oversight

16/01/2013WRA0410022. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will he raise the practice of tied aid, as practiced by many EU countries, during Ire-
land’s EU Presidency; the measures he will take to encourage other EU member states to abol-
ish this practice which does not benefit the recipient country, and in fact imposes unnecessary 
costs on them. [1666/13]

16/01/2013WRA04200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The practice of tying aid to the purchase of goods and services of the donor country has 
long been recognised as reducing the effectiveness and efficiency of development cooperation 
programmes. The untying of aid has been shown to improve the effectiveness of programmes 
aimed at reducing poverty and of better aligning donor assistance with the needs of beneficiary 
countries.

Ireland is one of a minority of donor countries whose aid is 100% untied. This is one of 
the principal reasons that Ireland’s aid programme is internationally recognised as being of the 
highest quality.

The Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, agreed in Busan, South 
Korea in 2011, set the international standard on the principles of effective aid and good devel-
opment practice. It was signed by all multilateral and bilateral institutions providing interna-
tional development assistance and commits them to accelerate global efforts to untie aid.
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One of the key priorities of Ireland during its Presidency of the European Council is the 
agreement of a common EU position for the United Nations Review of the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, in September. Ensuring there is a sustained delivery of the commitments agreed 
by EU Member States in the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, which 
include accelerating efforts to untie aid, will constitute a key element of Ireland’s approach.

Question No. 23 answered with Question No. 14.

16/01/2013WRB00100     Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 17.

16/01/2013WRB00300Middle East Peace Process

16/01/2013WRB0040025. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if, 
in view of the concern over the possible likelihood of an armed conflict between Israel and Iran, 
he shares the concerns of many of those who want to see a peaceful resolution to conflict in the 
Middle East, that the increased militarisation of the region is increasing the likelihood of this 
conflict; his views on whether the export of Dolphin Class military submarines by Germany to 
Israel possibly breaches Criterion Four of the EU rules governing the exports of military tech-
nology and equipment. [1657/13]

16/01/2013WRB00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government, along with its EU and other international partners, strongly supports the achieve-
ment through diplomatic negotiations of a solution to the major concerns which exist in relation 
to Iran’s nuclear programme.  It is deeply regrettable that, despite nine years of diplomatic ef-
forts, Iran has so far been unwilling to engage with the necessary seriousness and commitment 
in negotiations on the issue.  I hope very much that this will change and that Iran will work 
urgently with others to bring about the diplomatic solution to this crisis which is long overdue.

The Israeli Government has indicated publicly that it may feel obliged to take military ac-
tion against the Iranian nuclear programme.  It has said that it is prepared to allow time for 
diplomatic efforts to succeed but that time is not unlimited.  I encourage Israel to recognize that 
a viable solution to this problem can only be achieved through diplomatic negotiations and that 
resorting to force would pose huge and incalculable risks for the entire region.

I have dealt with the issue of the supply by Germany of submarines to Israel in my reply to 
Question 9 (ref 44808/12) on 17 October last.

16/01/2013WRB00600Middle East Peace Process

16/01/2013WRB0070026. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views that in the long term interest of peace in the region, Israel should urgently place 
its nuclear facilities under IAEA safeguards as required by UN Security Council resolution 487, 
which was adopted unanimously on 19 June 1981 and endorsed by the UN General Assembly 
on 3 December 2012 by 174 votes to 6; and if has raised this matter with the Israeli authorities. 
[1659/13]

16/01/2013WRB00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ireland 
has for some time called upon Israel to accede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
without further delay and to place all of its nuclear facilities under comprehensive International 
Atomic Energy Agency safeguards.  We have repeatedly called for universality of the Treaty in 
national as well as EU statements, and also through our participation in the New Agenda Coali-
tion.  Ireland has also played an active role in promoting a Middle East free of all Weapons of 
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Mass Destruction – nuclear, chemical and biological.  We would see this as a priority objective, 
not just in terms of promoting longer term peace and stability in the region, but also in terms 
of protecting the NPT, with which Ireland is closely associated.  The NPT is acknowledged as 
a cornerstone of the international non-proliferation regime and the essential foundation for the 
pursuit of nuclear disarmament.  In 1995, the Treaty was extended indefinitely in a package of 
agreements that also included a Resolution on the Middle East which envisages a zone free of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction in the region.  It is important for the Treaty that the Middle East 
resolution is fully implemented.

At the 2010 NPT Review Conference Ireland brokered agreement on some practical next 
steps towards a Middle East zone free of Weapons of Mass Destruction, including a Conference 
to be attended by all States of the region.  This agreement represented the first real progress 
towards implementing the 1995 Resolution in the fifteen years since it had been agreed, and 
Ireland’s role in this has been acknowledged.

Israel has never officially declared itself to possess nuclear weapons and maintains a policy 
of opacity about its nuclear capabilities.  It remains one of just three states not party to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The Deputy can be assured that Ireland will continue to call 
on it and the two other states not party to accede to the Treaty as non-nuclear weapons states 
without delay and to conclude a full scope safeguards agreement with the IAEA.  The Deputy 
can also be assured that universal adherence to, and full implementation of, the NPT will re-
main key foreign policy objectives for the Government as we approach the next NPT Review 
Conference in 2015.

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 10.

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 14.

16/01/2013WRB01100Overseas Development Aid Provision

16/01/2013WRB0120029. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will set out on a country basis a breakdown of the planned distribution of Irish over-
seas development aid; the percentage year on year change in overseas development aid to each 
recipient country since 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1587/13]

16/01/2013WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo) : Ireland has long term, strategic development partnership programmes with a small number 
of developing countries, called Programme Countries. These are Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia in sub-Saharan Africa, and Timor Leste and Viet-
nam in Asia. Timor Leste has now ceased to be a Programme Country. In these countries we 
aim to build government and institutional capacities to deliver the essential services that their 
populations need – mainly in the areas of health, education and food security. We also work in 
areas such as governance, gender equality, the environment and HIV and Aids, building sys-
tems of accountability that will ensure lasting development results.

For 2013 the Government has allocated €623 million to Ireland’s programme for Official 
Development Assistance (ODA). €498 million will be managed under Vote 27 International 
Cooperation through the Development Cooperation Division of my Department – known to the 
public as Irish Aid. We are currently in the process of finalising the 2013 detailed budget alloca-
tions across the aid programme and anticipate that we will allocate approximately one third of 
the total Irish Aid 2013 budget directly to Programme Countries.

Table 1 provides details of the final budget allocations to Programme Countries for 2011 
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and 2012 together with the percentage year on year change. The final allocation to Programme 
Countries for 2012 was reduced as a result of the decision by the Tánaiste to suspend all funding 
through Government system in Uganda following the discovery of significant misappropria-
tion of Irish Aid, and other donor, funding within the Prime Minister’s Office. We are currently 
assessing the various options for future programme engagement in Uganda following the full 
restitution of the funds by the Government of Uganda.

 Table 1

Programme Country Allocations 

Figures in € 000’s

Programme Country Budget Allocation 
2012

Budget Allocation 
2011

% Change

Ethiopia 25,770 25,990 -1%
Lesotho 7,440 10,440 -29%
Zambia 14,580 16,415 -11%
Malawi 12,500 11,455 9%
Mozambique 37,000 37,000 0%
Tanzania 29,728 30,700 -3%
Timor Leste 3,510 2,720 29%
Uganda 16,000 32,750 -51%
Vietnam 12,000 12,000 0
Total Programme 
Countries 

158,528 179,470 -12%

16/01/2013WRB01400EU Enlargement

16/01/2013WRB0150030. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he held talks with the Turkish Minister for Europe when he visited Dublin; the agenda 
that was discussed at these meetings; if Ireland’s Presidency of the EU will include any talks 
on the barriers to Turkey’s accession to the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1663/13]

16/01/2013WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I met 
with the Turkish Minister for EU Affairs and Chief Negotiator Mr. Egemin Bağis, during his 
visit to Ireland on 17 – 19 December 2012. The Minister also met with my colleague the Min-
ister of State for European Affairs, Lucinda Creighton T.D.  While there was no set agenda for 
my meeting with Minister Bağis, our discussion centred on the prospects for reinvigorating 
Turkey’s stalled EU accession process. This was also the main item of discussion for Minister 
Bağis and Minister of State Creighton.

EU enlargement is a priority for the Irish Presidency. We see it as a vital tool for promoting 
reform, democracy and stability in Europe. During our Presidency Ireland will work to facili-
tate and advance the process for Turkey, as we will for all other candidates and prospective 
candidates.

In that regard I welcome the December 2012 European Council Conclusions on Turkey, 
which are constructive and balanced, and which recognise that it is in the interests of both par-
ties that accession negotiations regain momentum soon. The Conclusions call upon Turkey to 
further build on its progress to date on reforms, including in the area of fundamental rights and 
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the rule of law, and to commit itself to good neighbourly relations and to the peaceful settlement 
of disputes.

Both Minister of State Creighton and I conveyed to Minister Bağis that Ireland would hope 
to be in a position to open a negotiation Chapter with Turkey during our Presidency. However 
we also conveyed to him that whether concrete progress proves possible will depend on the 
willingness of all parties, both the EU Member States and Turkey, to facilitate this through 
working together in a positive and constructive atmosphere, and, on the part of Turkey, through 
implementing the necessary reforms.

We also touched upon some recent developments, notably in respect of Syria and the Kurd-
ish issue, human rights as well as on bilateral relations.

16/01/2013WRB01700Overseas Development Aid Provision

16/01/2013WRB0180031. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
aid that he has distributed to the Gaza strip following the conflict in 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1570/13]

16/01/2013WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The recent conflict in Gaza has exacerbated the already difficult humanitarian situation on 
the ground and increased the vulnerabilities of many families. Prior to the recent hostilities, 
Gaza was experiencing a serious humanitarian crisis due to the economic blockade and the ef-
fective isolation of the territory from the outside world. As a result, people in Gaza face high un-
employment, and their situation in terms of food security, health and water/sanitation remains 
extremely difficult. It is estimated that around 80 per cent of Gaza households are dependent 
on food aid and more than 300,000 refugees in Gaza live below the abject poverty line and are 
unable to meet their basic food needs.

Ireland has responded to the current crisis by providing additional funding of €2.14 million 
to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to support their Gaza Emergency 
Appeal. UNRWA, the UN agency charged with responsibility for the welfare of all Palestinian 
refugees, helps to provide basic education, health, relief and social services for some 5 million 
registered Palestinian refugees. The importance of the Gaza Appeal, particularly in providing 
food aid for vulnerable refugee families was highlighted by UNRWA’s Commissioner General 
during his visit to Ireland last October.

This funding support is in addition to Irish Aid’s broader programme of assistance to the 
Palestinian people and brings our total funding support in 2012 to €11.47 million. This includes 
support to UNRWA’s general fund, the Palestinian Authority and civil society organisations.

Ireland’s response underlies our continuing commitment to meeting the emergency needs of 
the Palestinian people as we have done for many years.

  Question No. 32 answered with Question No. 19.

16/01/2013WRB02100EU Presidency Expenditure

16/01/2013WRB0220033. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of additional staff hired by his Department for the duration of the Irish Presidency 
of the EU Council; the total anticipated costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1566/13]
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16/01/2013WRB02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade received a temporary reprieve from the impact of the 
Government’s Employment Control Framework and was also allocated 50 temporary extra 
posts for 2012 and 2013 in order to enable it to plan and fulfil its EU Presidency responsibilities 
and activities in the first half of this year.  The sanctioned additional staff are now in situ and 
have been assigned as appropriate, either to front line Presidency-related activities or to back-
fill positions vacated by experienced officers redeployed to Presidency roles.

At headquarters, nine staff have been redeployed to my Department from other Govern-
ment Departments and Offices, to which they are scheduled to return in summer 2013.  Ten 
administrative and 11 clerical staff have also been engaged on fixed-term contracts through the 
Public Appointments Service and 9 Interns have been recruited on the same basis directly by 
the Department.  Furthermore, a small number of staff have been temporarily seconded to the 
Department from other EU Member States and from the EU’s External Action Service, at no 
cost to the Exchequer, and one retired officer has been temporarily re-engaged until July 2013.

As regards Missions abroad, the majority of Presidency-related posts have been assigned 
to the Permanent Representation of Ireland to the European Union in Brussels, with smaller 
numbers allocated to other Missions including the Permanent Missions to the UN in New York 
and Geneva and that to the OSCE in Vienna.  The Presidency staffing plan for the Permanent 
Representation in Brussels was prepared following a carefully coordinated inter-departmental 
needs evaluation.  Overall, the staffing of the Permanent Representation has been temporarily 
increased by 80 officers in various grades, with the majority of staff assigned by other Depart-
ments and Offices at their own expense and from within their own staffing resources and some 
30 administrative and clerical staff temporarily locally recruited.

Expenditure on salaries and related costs for these additional Presidency staff amounted to 
€1.169m in 2012.  A budget of €2m has been allocated for the same salary costs for 2013. This 
allocation will also be used to meet overtime costs occurring in relation to Presidency events, 
including those taking place in Ireland.

  Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 10.

  Question No. 35 answered with Question No. 19.

16/01/2013WRB02600Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRB0270036. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the remarks by Israeli Interior Minister, Eli Yishai, that 
the goal of Israel’s recent military action against Gaza was to send Gaza back to the Middle 
Ages; and if he has raised the issue with the Israeli authorities and his colleagues in the Euro-
pean Union. [1661/13]

16/01/2013WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the comments referred to.  Minister Yishai is a member of a small ultra-religious party.   
He does not have responsibility within the Israeli Government for Israeli foreign or defence 
policy.  Nor is he a member of the Cabinet subcommittee which decides on security issues.      
While remarks such as these are clearly unhelpful and provocative, and serve merely to inflame 
thinking in both communities, they do not constitute official Israeli Government policy and in 
my view do not merit a response.  This is also the view taken by Ireland’s EU and other inter-
national partners.

  Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 18.
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16/01/2013WRB03000Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRB0310038. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the raid at 3 am on 11 December 2012 by Israeli mili-
tary forces on the Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights office in Ramallah in which 
the office was ransacked and valuable equipment including four laptops were confiscated; and 
if he shares any concerns on the matter. [1658/13]

16/01/2013WRB03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I was 
deeply concerned at the raid which took place on the Addameer office in Ramallah on 11 De-
cember 2012.  Ireland has provided annual support to Addameer since 2007, including a recent 
contribution of €60,000 in 2012.  The organisation works to assist prisoners and their families 
through the provision of free legal advice and representation in Israeli military courts. Adda-
meer also documents human rights violations and conducts regular prison visits.

On the morning of 11 December 2012, soldiers of the Israeli Defence Forces raided the of-
fices of three Palestinian non-governmental organisations in Ramallah:  the Union of Palestinian 
Women Committees, the Palestinian NGO Network and Addameer.  I understand that hardware, 
legal files and other material were removed from the Addameer offices during the raid.  While 
the hardware has already been replaced by a donation, work to replace the files and to resume 
normal day-to-day activities will be heavily time-consuming and costly for the organisation.

Following the raids, the EU Delegation to the Palestinian Territory issued a strong statement 
expressing its concerns and that of all EU member States.  Such incursions by Israeli forces into 
Palestinian cities, where the Palestinian Authority under the Oslo Accords assumes the powers 
and responsibilities for internal security and public order, put in jeopardy the internationally 
recognised success of Palestinian institution-building efforts.  Ireland fully supports this state-
ment.

We will continue to work closely with our NGO partners in Palestine, including Addameer, 
to ensure that they can carry out their work safely and effectively to protect human rights in 
Palestine.

  Question No. 39 answered with Question No. 19.

16/01/2013WRB03400EU Presidency Expenditure

16/01/2013WRB0350040. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide details of the tender contract awarded for the establishment of a website 
for Ireland’s Presidency of the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1133/13]

16/01/2013WRB03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
September 2010,  the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade went to tender for the redevel-
opment of its websites to include the Department’s own website, the website for Irish Aid and, 
as an option, the development of a website for the EU Presidency.   The tender was advertised 
through the e-tenders portal as an EU-wide procurement.  The winning tender was from Termi-
nal4 in collaboration with iQContent, and a contract was agreed in October 2011.

In line with the communications strategy for the Presidency, the Department decided to ex-
ercise the option for a Presidency website and Terminal4 were asked to submit proposals.  After 
further negotiations, a programme of work was agreed and a supplementary contract was signed 
in December 2011.  In planning the Presidency it was agreed that responsibility for the website 
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development project sat best with the Department of the Taoiseach, and in line with provisions 
in the contract, the project was formally assigned to that Department in February 2012.

The website is available both for desktops and in a mobile form, and in four languages (Eng-
lish, Irish, French and German).  It is the portal for all media and official accreditation, streams 
major events live, and is also used to showcase Ireland to international audiences. It is the key 
communications tool for the Irish Presidency of the EU.

With over 2,500 pages on the site, eu2013.ie is the primary source of information for all of 
the high-level meetings held in Ireland and Brussels and for breaking news during our Presi-
dency.   It was launched on 17 December 2012 and in its first four weeks it received around 
80000 visits, while the associated Presidency Twitter account already had 3870 followers.

Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union represents an enormous oppor-
tunity for our country to take a leadership role in Europe and the Government is determined to 
conduct an efficient and cost-effective Presidency. The Presidency also offers a great chance 
both to promote Ireland (we will welcome over 15,000 official visitors to nearly 180 events 
over six months), and to explain the work of the EU, and of the Presidency, to a domestic audi-
ence. The website is at the heart of all these efforts.

16/01/2013WRB03700Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRB0380041. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the 
past twelve months and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Depart-
ment in the past twelve months. [57761/12]

16/01/2013WRB03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
fully committed to achieving the goals set out in the Action Plan for Better Regulation and be-
lieve that improvements in regulation can have a positive impact on the quality of engagement 
between the public and Government.  As no new regulations were introduced by my Depart-
ment, there were no Regulatory Impact Assessments required by my Department in the past 
twelve months.

16/01/2013WRB04000Exports Data

16/01/2013WRB0410042. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position regarding Irish export levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57794/12]

16/01/2013WRB0420078. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he expects an improvement in trade with various countries throughout 
Asia, Africa and Latin America in the coming years with particular reference to the need to use 
such trade as a vehicle for economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1945/13]

16/01/2013WRB0430079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the countries worldwide with which Ireland recorded greatest improvement in the expan-
sion of trade and commercial activity in 2012; his objectives in this regard in the coming year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1946/13]

16/01/2013WRB04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
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pose to take Questions Nos. 42, 78 and 79 together.

In 2011, total exports (Services and Merchandise) reached over €174 billion, a 6.5% in-
crease on the 2010 figure. Total services exports increased by €7.1 billion (9.5%) to €81.4 bil-
lion while total merchandise exports increased by €3 billion (4%) to €92.7 billion.

In 2012, merchandise exports for the first 10 months reached €77.5 billion, up 2% on 2011; 
while services exports for the first nine months reached €66.46 billion, up 11% on 2011.

Europe accounted for just over 59% of merchandise exports for the first 10 months of 2012 
and exports increased by 4.3% when compared to the same period in 2011. Notable growth was 
achieved in merchandise exports to Great Britain (11%), Germany (24%) and the Netherlands 
(7%). Exports to Canada increased by 24% in the ten month period, albeit from a lower base. 
Similarly, exports to Japan and Switzerland increased by 20% and 26% respectively. Total mer-
chandise exports to the BRICS group were up by approximately 1% for the period, due mainly 
to strong growth in exports to Russia (+18%) and India (+12%). Services exports to non-EU 
markets for the first three quarters of 2012 increased by 23% and to EU markets by 3% when 
compared to the same period in 2011.

While the majority of Irish services and merchandise exports go to Europe and the US and 
we must continue to cultivate these markets, the Government is strongly focused on the further 
development of trade ties with Latin America, Africa and Asia. Eight of the 27 priority markets 
identified under the Government Trade Strategy are in Latin America, Africa and Asia (Brazil, 
South Africa, China, India, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Republic of Korea). For the 
first 10 months of 2012, total merchandise trade with each of these countries was as follows; 
Brazil, €706 million; South Africa, €355 million; China, €4.3 billion; India, €513 million; Ja-
pan, €2.4 billion; Malaysia, €391 million; Singapore, €678 million and the Republic of Korea, 
€576 million.

Under the oversight of the Export Trade Council which I chair, we will continue in 2013 to 
boost bilateral trade with these countries, as well as other key markets in Latin America, Asia 
and Africa. In relation to Africa, my Department’s targeted Strategy is aimed at exploring new 
sectors and markets in that continent that have particular potential for Irish companies and we 
are working closely with the state agencies and Irish companies on its ongoing implementation.

16/01/2013WRB04500Overseas Development Aid Provision

16/01/2013WRB0460043. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of the countries to which Ireland provides financial assistance 
through its overseas development programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57832/12]

16/01/2013WRB04700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ireland’s aid programme prioritises the fight against global poverty and hunger. The pro-
gramme is central to our foreign policy, has an enviable international reputation and enjoys 
consistently high levels of public and political support.

For 2012 Ireland provided €639 million to Official Development Assistance (ODA). This 
funding was directed to development programmes and providing life saving emergency hu-
manitarian assistance to many of the world’s least developed countries.

Ireland has long term, strategic development partnership programmes with a small number 
of developing countries, called Programme Countries. These are Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, 
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Mozambique, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia in sub-Saharan Africa, and Timor Leste and Viet-
nam in Asia. Timor Leste has ceased to be a Programme Country in 2013. In these countries we 
aim to build government and institutional capacities to deliver the essential services that their 
populations need – mainly in the areas of health, education and food security.

For 2012 we allocated €158 million to our Programme Countries. Comprehensive details 
of how Ireland’s total ODA, including funding allocated directly to Programme Countries, was 
spent are currently being compiled and will be published in the Irish Aid Annual Report which 
will be available on the Irish Aid website www.irishaid.ie. Comprehensive details of all coun-
tries that benefited from Ireland’s aid programme in 2011 can be found in the 2011 Irish Aid 
Annual Report which is currently available on the website.

16/01/2013WRB04800Departmental Bodies Abolition

16/01/2013WRB0490044. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or 
other entities, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that 
have been abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings 
that have been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been 
achieved; if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57879/12]

16/01/2013WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group was established in 2010. Its role is to offer independent expert 
advice to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and Minister of State for Trade and De-
velopment on the strategic direction of the aid programme. The administration of the Irish Aid 
Expert Advisory Group is serviced by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade from the 
Department’s overall budget. The Group does not have any whole time equivalent staff. There 
are seven group members, including one Chairperson and one ex-officio member.  The Devel-
opment Education Advisory Committee has been in place since 2003. Its role is to offer policy 
advice to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and Minister of State for Trade and De-
velopment on development education and on ways of increasing knowledge and understanding 
of development issues in Ireland. The administration of the Development Education Advisory 
Committee is serviced by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade from the Department’s 
overall budget. The Group does not have any whole time equivalent staff. The committee is 
made up of nine members and a Chairperson.

The Development Education Advisory Committee was identified as a candidate body for 
critical review as part of the Government’s Agency Rationalisation Programme under the Pub-
lic Sector Reform Plan. The role of DEAC was reviewed in the context of the recent Review of 
the White Paper on Irish Aid. A decision on the Development Education Advisory Committee 
will be made when the outcome of the Review, a new policy on global development, is submit-
ted for Government approval in the near future.

16/01/2013WRB05100Election Monitoring Missions

16/01/2013WRB0520045. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade when interviews will be held to put in place a revised roster of election monitors of Irish 
Aid with his Department; the delay in revising this roster; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [58030/12]
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16/01/2013WRB05300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): International election monitoring missions play an important role in the promotion of de-
mocracy and human rights. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains a roster of 
observers for election monitoring missions. We aim to ensure that, when requested, Ireland is 
represented at an appropriate level in international observation missions for both elections and 
constitutional referendums. Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the 
European Union  and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe.  However, they 
have also been involved in missions organised by the Council of Europe, the United Nations 
and the Carter Centre.

The electoral observation roster is now being reviewed with a view to the establishment of 
a new roster of individuals with the right mix of skills and experience to ensure that Ireland 
can consistently nominate the best qualified people for missions.  We will shortly be issuing a 
call for applicants.  Applications will be short-listed against published criteria and shortlisted 
candidates will be invited to interview. I expect that these interviews will take place by the end 
of April 2013.

16/01/2013WRB05400Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe

16/01/2013WRB0550046. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
amount it costs for Ireland to affiliate to the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1142/13]

16/01/2013WRB05600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land was one of the founding members of the OSCE in 1973. It is the world’s largest inter-
governmental regional security organisation, comprising of 57 member states dealing with a 
range of issues in the areas of democratisation, human rights, arms control and economic and 
environmental security.  Building on our own experience in peacemaking, peace building and 
security issues Ireland is committed to and places a strong emphasis on conflict prevention and 
resolution internationally and values the OSCE as a forum in which all European states (and the 
US and Canada) can participate on the basis of full equality. Ireland is a modest contributor to 
the OSCE and makes a contribution in two parts every year in order to remain affiliated to this 
organisation.

In 2012 EUR 566,531.15 was received on 18 January 2012 and EUR 525,870.62 received 
on 10 April 2012 this resulted in a total of EUR 1,092,401.77 contributed to the OSCE in 2012.

16/01/2013WRB05700Middle East Peace Process

16/01/2013WRB0580047. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will encourage the formation of an EU Committee for Middle East Affairs in the 
coming Presidency of the European Union and if he will help relieve the suffering of the people 
of Palestine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1240/13]

16/01/2013WRB05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
are three permanent Working Groups of the Council already in existence to deal with Middle 
East issues. One covers North Africa and the Near East; one covers the Gulf and Arabian states; 
and one concentrates specifically on the Israeli-Arab conflict and related issues.  The work 
of these Groups, on which all member States are represented, prepares and feeds upwards 
into discussion at Ambassador level and ultimately into the Foreign Affairs Council. All three 
Groups are very active. My Department provides a strong Irish input into their work and into 
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the formulation of EU policy across the wide range of issues which they cover, including those 
relating to Palestine.

In 2012 Ireland contributed €11.47 million in humanitarian assistance and civil society sup-
port in the Palestinian Territory. This included funding of €6.34 million to the UN Relief and 
Works Agency which is responsible for the provision of basic services such as education and 
health to Palestinian refugees, including within Gaza. This was broken down as follows: €4 mil-
lion to the UNRWA General Fund; €2.14 million to the UNRWA Gaza Appeal; and €200,000 to 
the UNRWA Syria Appeal.

16/01/2013WRC00200Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRC0030048. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the 2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will 
report on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps 
he is taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1283/13]

16/01/2013WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department, in cooperation with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the 
state agencies, is responsible for four key actions in the 2012 Action Plan for Jobs. The relevant 
actions and progress on their implementation are as follows:

  3.12: Roll out a schedule of sector specific Trade Missions and market evaluation Missions 
that reflect the priority markets identified in the Trade Strategy as well as firms’ interest and 
stage of development, aiming for at least 15 Ministerial–led Missions (DJEI / DFAT / Enter-
prise Ireland / DTTS / Tourism Ireland).

Minister Bruton and I approved an ambitious programme of 18 Ministerial led Trade Mis-
sions and other overseas events in 2012 focusing on key priority markets identified under the 
Government Trade Strategy. These Missions were led by Government Ministers and Ministers 
of State and a total of 15 countries were visited; China, U.S., Finland, Sweden, Turkey, U.K., 
Russia, France, Brazil, Italy, Japan, Canada, South Africa, U.A.E. and India. I visited the UK 
and my colleague, the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Joe Costello T.D. led 
Trade Missions to Turkey, Russia, Brazil, Italy and South Africa. Feedback from the Enterprise 
Ireland client companies who participated in all of the Trade Missions and targeted events has 
been extremely positive and each Mission delivered significant progress for indigenous Irish 
companies in the export sector. I am currently working with Minister Burton to finalise the pro-
gramme of Ministerial-led Trade Missions and events for 2013.

  3.16: Develop and implement local market plans as provided for in the Strategy for Trade, 
Tourism and Investment for key high–growth regions and through the Export Trade Council 
work to optimise the resources of embassies and agencies to deliver ambitious targets (D/FAT / 
DJEI / DAFM / Enterprise Agencies / DTTS / Tourism Ireland )

Under the Government Trade Strategy, 27 priority markets have been identified for the 
integrated promotion of trade, tourism and investment. In each of these markets, Ireland’s Am-
bassador chairs the Local Market Team, which consists of Embassy staff and representatives 
of the relevant state agencies present in the market. These market teams submit detailed annual 
Local Market Plans outlining how they will grow trade, investment and tourism between Ire-
land and the market in question to the Export Trade Council (ETC), which I chair. The ETC is 
responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Trade Strategy as a whole. I am currently 
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reviewing the Local Market Plans from all 27 priority markets from 2013 and will be presenting 
them to the ETC this February.

4.4: Work collectively to communicate Ireland’s strength as a location for starting a busi-
ness, and support the development of a campaign by the Irish Diaspora to encourage entre-
preneurial start–ups in Ireland (DJEI / Enterprise Ireland / IDA Ireland / DFAT / Global Irish 
Economic Forum)

The entrepreneurial start–ups programme is currently being coordinated by The Ireland 
Funds, one of the largest philanthropic Irish diaspora organisations in the world, who are work-
ing closely with Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland to communicate Ireland’s strength as a 
location for starting a business. In a wider context, my Department continues to coordinate 
reputation-building efforts across Government, including regularly updating key messages on 
Ireland’s economic recovery and using our Embassy Network overseas to promote positive 
economic messages.

5.9: Utilise Global Irish Network as official advocates of new and expanded FDI invest-
ment in Ireland including introductory meetings, briefings and establishing a restricted website 
access portal on IDA Ireland website to provide communication and information to relevant 
Diaspora (D/FAT / IDA Ireland)

My Department made significant progress on increasing the span and scope of the Global 
Irish Network during 2012; growing it to 350 senior Irish business figures located across 40 
countries. In 2013, the Network will continue to provide: high level access for the Government 
and agencies within key sectors and markets; mentoring and assistance for Irish companies 
through the Global Irish Contacts Programme; support for sector specific initiatives (such as 
The Gathering and Connect Ireland) and for Trade Missions. Regional meetings of the Network 
are expected to be held in 2013 in California and London and a third Global Irish Economic 
Forum may take place in October.

16/01/2013WRC00500Overseas Development Aid Provision

16/01/2013WRC0060049. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount of overseas aid the State is required to pay under UN requirements; the 
amount of overseas aid the State is required to pay under EU rules; and the amount the State 
voluntarily gives in addition to these sums; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1308/13]

16/01/2013WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo) : About one third of Ireland’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) is channelled through 
international organisations such as the United Nations and the European Union. Multilateral 
organisations play a central role in building international agreement on key development chal-
lenges and provide support for the fight against global poverty, for the protection and promotion 
of human rights and in response to disasters and humanitarian emergencies.

In 2011, Ireland channelled in excess of €100 million in ODA through the UN system.  Of 
this figure, approximately €750,000 was provided as an assessed contribution.  €39 million was 
provided as unearmarked voluntary contributions to UN agencies, including the UN Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA).  Of the remaining €60 million, over €40 million was provided to UN agencies to 
respond to humanitarian crises worldwide, including €24 million to the UN Office for the Co-
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ordination of Humanitarian Affairs and €6 million to the World Food Programme. Some €20 
million is provided to UN agencies under our bilateral aid programmes, mainly in Africa.

In 2011, Ireland’s total allocation to the European Union institutions for overseas develop-
ment assistance amounted to almost €110 million. €72 million was accounted for by Ireland’s 
share of the EU Development Cooperation budget. Ireland’s assessed contribution to the Eu-
ropean Development Fund, which funds EU development programmes for the African, Carib-
bean and Pacific regions amounted to €29 million. Ireland also contributed €8 million to the EU 
Global Climate Change Alliance.

Full details on these and all other aspects of funding by Irish Aid payments are included in 
Irish Aid’s 2011 Annual Report, which is available on the Irish Aid website at:

http://www.irishaid.gov.ie/news-publications/publications/publicationsarchive/2012/sep-
tember/irish-aid-annual-report-2011/  

16/01/2013WRC00800Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

16/01/2013WRC0090050. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he or his Department have received any representations recently in relation to the Irish Em-
bassy in the Vatican; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50914/12]

16/01/2013WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I re-
ceive occasional representations on the status of our Embassy to the Holy See.  Our non-resident 
Ambassador continues to visit Rome regularly and to meet with the Vatican authorities.  The 
Government will regularly review the structure of our diplomatic network in light of Ireland’s 
priority needs and the availability of resources.

16/01/2013WRC01100EU Presidency Expenditure

16/01/2013WRC0120051. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his Department will be recruiting or seconding extra staff for the duration of the EU Presi-
dency; if so, the areas to which they will be seconded; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [50876/12]

16/01/2013WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade received a temporary reprieve from the impact of the 
Government’s Employment Control Framework and was also allocated 50 temporary extra 
posts for 2012 and 2013 in order to enable it to plan and fulfil its EU Presidency responsibilities 
and activities in the first half of this year.  The sanctioned additional staff are now in situ and 
have been assigned as appropriate, either to front line Presidency-related activities or to back-
fill positions vacated by experienced officers redeployed to Presidency roles.

At headquarters, nine staff have been redeployed to my Department from other Govern-
ment Departments and Offices, to which they are scheduled to return in summer 2013.  Ten 
administrative and 11 clerical staff have also been engaged on fixed-term contracts through the 
Public Appointments Service and 9 Interns have been recruited on the same basis directly by 
the Department.  Furthermore, a small number of staff have been temporarily seconded to the 
Department from other EU Member States and from the EU’s External Action Service, at no 
cost to the Exchequer, and one retired officer has been temporarily re-engaged until July 2013.

As regards Missions abroad, the majority of Presidency-related posts have been assigned 
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to the Permanent Representation of Ireland to the European Union in Brussels, with smaller 
numbers allocated to other Missions including the Permanent Missions to the UN in New York 
and Geneva and that to the OSCE in Vienna.  The Presidency staffing plan for the Permanent 
Representation in Brussels was prepared following a carefully coordinated inter-departmental 
needs evaluation.  Overall, the staffing of the Permanent Representation has been temporarily 
increased by 80 officers in various grades, with the majority of staff assigned by other Depart-
ments and Offices at their own expense and from within their own staffing resources and some 
30 administrative and clerical staff temporarily locally recruited.

16/01/2013WRC01400EU Presidency Agenda

16/01/2013WRC0150052. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has any special arrangements made for the term of the EU Presidency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [50917/12]

16/01/2013WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union will centre on delivering results on three 
core priorities: promoting stability, and creating the conditions for job creation and sustainable 
growth.  Renewed growth and employment creation require strong and stable economic foun-
dations.  This is why the Irish Presidency is attaching such strong importance to the Banking 
Union proposals, and in particular advancing agreement with the European Parliament on the 
Single Supervisory Mechanism to restore confidence and to strengthen credit flows to SMEs to 
get Europe’s economy growing again.  At the December General Affairs Council, Ireland pre-
sented its roadmap for implementing the European Semester, the new system for coordinating 
economic and budgetary policy within the European Union.  Effective implementation of the 
Semester process is critical to restoring health to public finances across the Union.  Stimulating 
sustainable economic growth to create employment is a key priority for the Presidency.  In the 
run-up to the Presidency the Government reviewed work agendas across all Council formations 
to highlight proposals that have the potential to deliver jobs and growth. The Irish Presidency 
will place a particular emphasis on tackling youth unemployment which remains far too high in 
many Member States, including Ireland.  As Presidency, Ireland will push for a comprehensive 
EU approach to tackling this challenge, starting with the Youth Employment Package. In par-
ticular, we aim to achieve consensus on the principles of the Youth Guarantee.  The objective is 
to ensure that young people, who are not working or studying, receive an offer of employment, 
continued education, an apprenticeship or traineeship.  Identifying ways of tackling youth un-
employment will also be the main focus of the Informal meeting of Employment and Social 
Affairs Ministers which is taking place in Dublin in February.

The Presidency has identified other areas to promote growth and jobs.  These include an em-
phasis on securing agreement on draft legislation to improve the operation of the Single Market.

The Presidency will also work to secure agreement on a number of proposals and pro-
grammes aimed at supporting the next generation of research and innovation in Europe.  It will 
also seek to advance proposals that support the growth of the digital economy and the broader 
digital agenda, including areas such as cyber security, e-signatures, data protection, web acces-
sibility and high-speed broadband rollout.  Progress in this area will deliver benefits for Euro-
pean consumers and business alike.

The EU’s external trade agenda is one area where we see significant potential for a greater 
contribution to growth and to jobs, particularly for Europe’s SME sector.  90 percent of future 
global growth is set to be generated outside Europe.  That is why economic relations with key 
strategic partners, including the US, Canada, Japan and China, feature strongly in our Presi-
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dency programme.

With the benefit of Ireland’s close links with the US, we will work hard to agree the opening 
of Free Trade Agreement negotiations with the US.  Ireland will be the first country to hold an 
informal meeting of Trade Ministers during its Presidency which signals the priority given by 
Ireland to this issue.We also expect to give political impetus to economic, trade and investment 
relations with other strategic partners including India, Japan and the countries of ASEAN.  The 
EU’s relationship with China will also receive particular attention with a focus on investment 
protection and market access.

These are just some of the key priorities that Ireland has identified as central elements of its 
Presidency programme which was published last week.  The programme was discussed with the 
President of the European Council, the President of the European Commission and the Com-
mission College who visited last week.  The Taoiseach formally presented the programme to 
the European Parliament on 16 January.  I am very encouraged by the response that the Govern-
ment has received from the institutional partners and our partner states in support of the Irish 
Presidency’s objectives.

16/01/2013WRC01700EU Presidency Expenditure

16/01/2013WRC0180053. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will detail all planned costs to his Department of press activity relating to the EU Presi-
dency. [50875/12]

16/01/2013WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Costs 
arising from press activity relating to the Ireland’s Presidency of the European Council will 
be borne from the existing press budget in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  Ar-
rangements for the informal ministerial meetings that are the responsibility of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade are covered by the common Presidency Press arrangements put in 
place by the Department of the Taoiseach.

16/01/2013WRC02000EU Presidency Agenda

16/01/2013WRC0210054. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if during Ireland’s Presidency of the EU particular attention will be given to the ongoing vio-
lence in Syria, Israel and Gaza; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52231/12]

16/01/2013WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union, which started earlier this month, will 
be informed by the values and priorities of Irish foreign policy.  Contributing to the search for 
a lasting settlement of the Middle East conflict and of the Syrian crisis are major priorities for 
me at present and will remain so over the coming months.  Supporting the work which the 
EU’s High Representative for Foreign and Security Policy is doing on these issues, we will do 
everything possible to bring about an end to violence and repression and to violations of human 
rights and the rule of law in the region.  We will make a strong national contribution to efforts 
to promote the “two-State solution” to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and to bring into being 
a new, democratic Syria.  Deputies will, of course, be aware that, under the Lisbon Treaty, is-
sues such as these which form part of the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy have 
been placed under the coordination and direction of the High Representative and the External 
Action Service.  There is no longer any direct role to be played by the rotating Presidency.  We 
will, however, use the influence which Ireland has on these issues to support and promote the 
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EU’s vital efforts, working closely with our Council colleagues and with the relevant official 
structures.

  Question No. 55 answered with Question No. 19.

16/01/2013WRC02400Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRC0250056. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if, during his visits to Northern Ireland, funding for the Foyles Women’s Aid Group was dis-
cussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54057/12]

16/01/2013WRC0260057. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has received representations from the Family Justice Centre, County Derry, in relation to 
funding or any other matters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54058/12]

16/01/2013WRC0270058. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the work of the Family Justice Centre, County Derry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [54059/12]

16/01/2013WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 56 to 58, inclusive, together.

My Department has not received an application for funding in respect of Foyle Women’s 
Aid, or for its Family Justice Centre project.

My Department provides funding to community and cross border projects through its Rec-
onciliation and Anti Sectarianism Funds. The purpose of these Funds is to assist organisations 
involved in reconciliation work and efforts to create better understanding between people on 
the island of Ireland and between Ireland and Britain, and to assist local initiatives aimed at 
tackling sectarianism.

Details of the guidelines and application process for the two Funds are available on my 
Department’s website (www.dfa.ie). If Foyle Women’s Aid considers that some of its work 
comes within the remit of either of the two Funds, my Department would be happy to receive 
an application.

  Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 19.

16/01/2013WRC03000EU Presidency Expenditure

16/01/2013WRC0310060. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has carried out an assessment on the increased costs to his Department in 2013 due to the 
Presidency of the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53798/12]

16/01/2013WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s Presidency of the Council of the EU which commenced on 1 January 2013 is about 
getting the business done and pursuing our policy objectives in the most cost-effective way 
possible. In all aspects of the administrative planning, which my Department leads on, we have 
aimed to ensure that we are equipped to fulfil our responsibilities, meet reasonable expectations 
of a Presidency and do so in as cost-effective a fashion as possible.  The Book of Estimates pub-
lished on 5 December included an allocation of approx €36m for Presidency costs in 2013 for 
all Departments. The allocation for my Department amounts to €9.5m. In addition to covering 
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costs for our own Presidency staff and programme of events it includes funding for a number 
of goods and services which we are managing on behalf of Departments including high-level 
interpretation, VIP transport and catering at state-owned venues. This centralised approach is 
being taken to achieve better value for money by using the combined purchasing power of all 
Departments/Offices.

A number of cost-saving measures have been introduced. This includes the use of Dublin 
Castle and other State venues for the vast majority of meetings that will be hosted by Ireland 
during the Presidency. At the Permanent Representation in Brussels, all additional staff are 
being accommodated in the existing office premises thus saving the additional rental cost that 
separate office accommodation would entail.
  In addition the volume of goods and services supplied to the Presidency has been critically reviewed and restrictions are in place in relation to matters such as local transport.  Where possible, procurement has been aggregated in order to benefit from greater buying power.
  In addition, my Department is overseeing offers of sponsorship in respect of some core services and also in some sectoral areas.  The total estimated value of this sponsorship is €1.4 million.

16/01/2013WRC03300Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRC0340061. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed the recent violent protest near Belfast City Hall with the First Minister or 
Deputy First Minister; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55447/12]

16/01/2013WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
recent weeks we have seen widespread street violence in a Belfast and elsewhere in Northern 
Ireland. We have seen attacks on the Police Service of Northern Ireland including the attempted 
murder of police officers and widespread attempts to intimidate public representatives and their 
families.  I have condemned these events unreservedly.  I have remained in contact with the 
Secretary of State Theresa Villiers and with the party leaders in Northern Ireland throughout.  
Over the past week I have spoken with Peter Robinson, Martin McGuinness, David Ford, Mike 
Nesbitt and Alasdair McDonnell.  I will be travelling to Belfast tomorrow morning to meet with 
the Secretary of State, and the First Minister and Deputy First Minister. Officials from my De-
partment continue to work closely with the British Government and with political representa-
tives in Northern Ireland to identify ways to address not just the current crisis but its underlying 
causes.

Security cooperation between the Gardaí and the PSNI is at its most effective level ever. The 
PSNI are on the front line dealing with the violence of recent weeks – 99 police officers have 
been injured to date – and I want to reiterate my steadfast support for them in dealing with these 
most difficult circumstances.

I also wish to take this opportunity to put on record the Government’s abhorrence at the at-
tempts on the lives of police officers.

The vast majority of people in Northern Ireland want to see an end to street violence. The 
rioters are in effect wrecking their own communities. This year has the potential to be a great 
year for tourism to Northern. That potential must not be jeopardised by the recent terrible im-
ages from Belfast that have been beamed around the world by international media.

The economic cost of recent events is becoming apparent. Apart from the cost of the polic-
ing operation – estimated at £7 million – foreign direct investment, the retail trade and tourism 
are all at risk. The Confederation of British Industry Director in Northern Ireland has warned of 
the economic damage being inflicted on local businesses, tourism and investment.

It is my hope that out of this setback, we will see a redoubling of efforts to achieve a 
genuinely reconciled society in Northern Ireland. It is a reminder to all that the peace process 
is exactly that – a process which still has some way to go. Political cooperation and security 
cooperation on this island has never been better and we can rely on these relationships of trust 
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and on the resilience of the Good Friday Agreement to create space for progress beyond the 
current difficulties.

16/01/2013WRC03600Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRC0370062. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is concerned about party political demonstrations on PSNI headquarters following recent 
arrests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55218/12]

16/01/2013WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
completion of the devolution of policing and justice marked an important milestone in fulfill-
ing the full vision of the Good Friday Agreement and closed the circle in the transformation 
of policing structures in Northern Ireland.  All those involved in transforming policing and in 
changing attitudes around policing can be very proud of the changed service they have built 
and the new culture of policing.  An important feature of the new dispensation is the presence 
of the Policing Board as an independent oversight mechanism for policing alongside an array 
of bodies guaranteeing public confidence in the new arrangements.

I believe that the right to peaceful assembly and to protest within the law is an important 
civil right in any democracy.  However, I would hope that any such expression of protest against 
the actions of the PSNI would not be such as to undermine the progress that has been achieved 
on policing in Northern Ireland.

16/01/2013WRC03900Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRC0400063. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has been in contact with the Northern Secretary of State Theresa Villiers in relation to the re-
cent decision to suspend the inquests into the victims of the Ballymurphy Massacre. [53793/12]

16/01/2013WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
decision to suspend the inquests into the deaths of those killed in Ballymurphy and others - and 
any appeal of those decisions - are before the courts in Northern Ireland and, as such, it would 
be inappropriate to comment at this time.   My officials remain in close contact with the Bal-
lymurphy campaign. The Taoiseach has agreed to meet with the families and I understand that 
officials are liaising with the families to identify a suitable time for their meeting.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 11.

16/01/2013WRC04500Passport Applications

16/01/2013WRC0460065. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will consider the following regarding an Irish passport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1829/13]

16/01/2013WRC04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As you 
may be aware, all passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008 
(the Act). This broadly provides that a person must be an Irish citizen and that his/her identity is 
known to the Minister for Foreign Affairs before a passport can issue to that person.     Section 
6(2)(a) and (b) of the Act provides that:
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“(2) An application for the issue of a passport to a person shall be –

  made in such form as may be specified by the Minister for that type of passport,
  accompanied by such information and documents in relation to the person as the Minister 

may require under section 7, ….”  
  This legal provision underpins the information contained in the Application Form Notes that 

accompanies each application form.  It is long-standing passport policy to require original 
long- form civil birth certificates in respect of passport applications for first-time applicants. 
These documents confirm the details of a person’s birth name, date and place of birth, all of 
which are critical components of a person’s identity.  These also demonstrate a person’s en-
titlement to Irish citizenship and in the case of children, information regarding the names of 
their legal guardians.  The latter is important because under the Act, the consent of a child’s 
guardians is required before a passport can issue to any child.

In this child’s case, applications for a passport were made on her behalf by her mother in 
February, 2008 to the Irish Embassy in London and in May, 2009 to the Passport Office in 
Balbriggan.  On both occasions, the applications could not be finalised because the child’s long 
form civil birth certificate had not been submitted.  The absence of this document meant that the 
Department could not establish for the purposes of the Act that she was a citizen.  Moreover, her 
identity could not be verified or whether proper guardian consent had been obtained.

Among the documents, submitted in the previous applications, were

(i) a certificate from a doctor at the hospital where the child was born.  This could not be 
accepted as it provided no details in regard to the child’s name or her father.  Moreover, its legal 
status in terms of Spanish civil registration law has not been established by the child’s mother.

(ii) a temporary Irish travel document, which was issued to this child by the Honorary Con-
sul of Ireland in Bilbao in September 2005.  In this case the temporary document issued on the 
basis that it was probable that the child was an Irish citizen and to allow sufficient time for all 
the necessary documents be provided to allow the issue of a permanent passport.

There is a legal obligation that any future passport for this child must be compliant with the 
Act. This means that the child’s mother needs to obtain a certificate from the Spanish authori-
ties of the registered details of her daughter’s birth.  The applicant’s mother has been previously 
advised of this requirement by officials of the Passport Service.  To this end, I understand that 
the applicant’s mother has been in contact with the Honorary Consul of Ireland in Alicante and 
the Spanish Embassy in Dublin to help her obtain a birth certificate for her daughter.  These 
efforts are ongoing.  Once a birth certificate is received, the Department should be in a position 
to issue a passport on receipt of a fully complete application.

From this process, the status of the father as a possible guardian of the child can be deter-
mined. Heretofore, the child’s mother has claimed to be the child’s sole guardian. 

The issue of a passport is the culmination of an important and legally-binding process.  The 
series of checks and balances within that process embraces the standard principles, provided 
for in the Passports Act, of ensuring that the identity of the applicant is known and that the 
person in question is an Irish citizen.  The receipt of civil documents, which can be verified, 
is an important aspect of this system, which helps to maintain the worldwide good reputation 
and integrity of the Irish passport, which in turn ensures the safe travel and wellbeing of Irish 
citizens, as they travel abroad.

16/01/2013WRC04800Departmental Agencies Funding
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16/01/2013WRC0490066. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded 
by his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1906/13]

16/01/2013WRC0500083. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially 
funded by his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2037/13]

16/01/2013WRC05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 83 together. I intend to take questions 66 and 83 together.

The Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group was established in 2010. Its role is to offer indepen-
dent expert advice to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and Minister of State for Trade 
and Development on the strategic direction of the aid programme. The administration of the 
Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group is serviced by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
from the Department’s overall budget. The Group does not have any whole time equivalent 
staff. There are seven group members, including one Chairperson and one ex-officio member.

The Development Education Advisory Committee has been in place since 2003. Its role is 
to offer policy advice to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and Minister of State for 
Trade and Development on development education and on ways of increasing knowledge and 
understanding of development issues in Ireland. The administration of the Development Educa-
tion Advisory Committee is serviced by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade from the 
Department’s overall budget. The Group does not have any whole time equivalent staff. The 
committee is made up of nine members and a Chairperson.

The Development Education Advisory Committee was identified as a candidate body for 
critical review as part of the Government’s Agency Rationalisation Programme under the Pub-
lic Sector Reform Plan. The role of DEAC was reviewed in the context of the recent Review of 
the White Paper on Irish Aid. A decision on the Development Education Advisory Committee 
will be made when the outcome of the Review, a new policy on global development, is submit-
ted for Government approval in the near future.

The Emigrant Services Advisory Committee (ESAC) advises the Tánaiste on the al-
location of grants to Irish community organisations in Britain under the Emigrant Support 
Programme. The Committee consists of thirteen members, including two officers from our 
Embassy in London who act as Chair and Secretary to the Committee. Appointed Committee 
members serve in a voluntary capacity.  Travel expenses associated with the Committee mem-
bers amounted to €585.16 in 2011 and €635.47 in 2012.

A key message taken from participants at the 2011 Global Irish Economic Forum was the 
desire for members to be involved in coordinating the work and future direction of the Network.  
In response to this, the Advisory Group for the Global Irish Network was established.  The 
Group is charged with overseeing the implementation, where appropriate, of the initiatives 
which emerged from the Forum and coordinating the overall work programme for the Global 
Irish Network  The 19 members appointed to the Group represent the main geographic areas 
represented at 2011 Forum in Dublin Castle.  It is serviced by the Irish Abroad Unit of the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade in close cooperation with other Departments and State 
Agencies who also attend the meetings.  The external members act in a voluntary capacity but 
travel expenses are refundable.  The inaugural meeting of the Group took place in July 2012 
and the second meeting will take place on 11 February.  Travel and accommodation costs paid 
to date amounted to €8,610.
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16/01/2013WRC05200Human Rights Issues

16/01/2013WRC0530067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and his colleagues at EU and UN level can highlight the bravery of 
Ms Malala Yousufzai and her efforts to achieve education for women and girls in Pakistan and 
other regions worldwide; if the international community can use the attack on her life and her 
on-going recovery as a means of bringing positive attention to the issues that she highlighted 
in a coordinated international effort to ensure that her bravery does not go unnoticed and her 
sacrifices were not in vain; if he will be in a position to pursue these issues during the course of 
Ireland’s presidency with the help of his EU and UN colleagues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1934/13]

16/01/2013WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s diplomatic relations with Pakistan are maintained by secondary accreditation via our 
Embassy in Ankara and the Pakistani Embassy in Dublin.  Following the attack on Malala 
Yousufzai in October last year, I asked our Embassy to maintain direct contact with representa-
tives of the EU and its Member States in Islamabad. The Deputy will be aware that following 
this incident last October, there was widespread condemnation of the attack at both EU and 
UN level.  The High Representative / Vice President of the European Commission Catherine 
Ashton, and the Secretary General of the United National Ban Ki Moon issued statements con-
demning this attack – condemnations which I shared at the time, and continue to share.  Like 
many others, I admire Malala Yousufzai’s courageous efforts to promote the fundamental right 
to education and her efforts to achieve education for women and girls in Pakistan and other 
regions worldwide.

At the UN level, Ireland attaches great importance to the fundamental human rights of 
freedom of expression and opinion.  In addition, as an elected member of the Human Rights 
Council (HRC) for the period 2013-2015, Ireland is fully engaged at the UN to ensure that these 
rights are protected.  Pakistan was also recently elected to the HRC for the period 2013-2015, so 
we will have the opportunity of working closely with them on a range of human rights issues.

In addition, during Pakistan’s most recent UN Universal Periodic Review in October 2012, 
Ireland urged the Government of Pakistan to give consideration to adopting measures to protect 
individual and minority rights in line with its Constitution and with international human rights 
standards and conventions, and recommended that the government of Pakistan invite the UN 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders to 
conduct an independent visit to Pakistan.

During Ireland’s Presidency of the EU, I will continue to work with my European and inter-
national colleagues through all the available mechanisms.

The EU engages in regular dialogue with Pakistan on human rights and democratic prin-
ciples, including the right to freedom of opinion and expression.  The EU has called on the Paki-
stani authorities, at the highest level, to adopt measures to protect individual and minority rights 
in line with its Constitution and with international human rights standards and conventions.  In 
particular, the EU adopted a 5 year engagement plan with Pakistan in 2012.

The five year engagement plan aims to build a strategic EU-Pakistan relationship by forging 
a partnership for peace and development rooted in shared values, principles and commitments.

A Strategic EU relationship with Pakistan is of vital interest to Europe as well as Pakistan. 
The start of the Strategic Dialogue and the visit by High Representative Ashton in June 2012 
demonstrated the importance that the EU attaches to Pakistan and its role in the region.
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Since then, Ireland has remained engaged and is working with partners to implement this 
plan which makes clear that the Government of Pakistan under its constitutional and interna-
tional obligations, has a responsibility to protect its citizens.

16/01/2013WRC05500Human Rights Issues

16/01/2013WRC0560068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community can assist through the medium of the 
EU and the UN to improve women’s rights in Pakistan; if specific objectives have been set out 
or will be set out in this regard; the extent, if any, to which he sees a role for the smaller coun-
tries in the EU and elsewhere being expanded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1935/13]

16/01/2013WRC05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): While 
Ireland’s bilateral diplomatic relations with Pakistan are maintained by secondary accreditation 
via our Embassy in Ankara and through the Pakistani Embassy in Dublin, we continue to work 
through the mechanisms of the EU and the UN to ensure that human rights are respected in 
Pakistan and elsewhere.  In particular, the EU adopted a 5 year engagement plan with Pakistan 
in 2012 which we will continue to work with partners to implement during Ireland’s Presidency 
of the EU.  Furthermore, the protection of the rights of women, and protection against gender-
based violence is a priority outcome in the EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human 
Rights and Democracy.

The five year engagement plan aims to build a strategic EU-Pakistan relationship by forging 
a partnership for peace and development rooted in shared values, principles and commitments. 
A Strategic EU relationship with Pakistan is of vital interest to Europe as well as Pakistan. The 
start of the Strategic Dialogue and the visit by High Representative Ashton in June 2012 dem-
onstrated the importance that the EU attaches to Pakistan and its role in the region.

The EU engages in regular dialogue with Pakistan on human rights and democratic prin-
ciples, including the right to freedom of opinion and expression.  The EU has called on the Paki-
stani authorities, at the highest level, to adopt measures to protect individual and minority rights 
in line with its Constitution and with international human rights standards and conventions.  
Further, the EU has made clear to the Government of Pakistan that under its constitutional and 
international requirements it has a responsibility to protect its citizens.

At the UN level, the Deputy will be aware that Ireland was elected to the UN Human Rights 
Council (HRC) for the period 2013-2015 in late 2012.  During our term at the HRC Ireland will 
work with partners on a range of issues, including Pakistan which has also been elected to the 
HRC for the term 2013-2015.

In addition, during Pakistan’s most recent UN Universal Periodic Review in October 2012, 
Ireland urged the Government of Pakistan to give consideration to adopting measures to protect 
individual and minority rights in line with its Constitution and with international human rights 
standards and conventions, and recommended that the government of Pakistan invite the UN 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders to 
conduct an independent visit to Pakistan.

16/01/2013WRC05800Human Rights Issues

16/01/2013WRC0590069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade the extent to which, at EU and UN level, he and his colleagues are in a position to focus 
attention on the rape and sexual assaults on women and girls worldwide regardless of nation-
ality or culture with particular reference to the most recent incidents in India; if international 
pressure can be brought on all countries with a view to stamping out such attacks and the culture 
surrounding this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1936/13]

16/01/2013WRC06000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land which is a member of the Human Rights Council as of this month is, and has always been, 
fully committed to ensure that sexual assaults against women are condemned and eliminated. 
The same holds true for all the Member States of the European Union.  The EU has made pro-
tection of the rights of women and protection against gender-based violence a key feature of 
the EU’s Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy.  The EU has 
also sought to clear the way for greater cooperation between the EU and the UN on this agenda.  
Rape and sexual assault cannot be tolerated, regardless of the gender, status or circumstance of 
the victim, or whether the assault occurred in Ireland or abroad.  I condemn unreservedly the 
recent attacks which have taken place in India and I am aware that there have been reported 
widespread expressions of outrage there too.  I note that the Indian prosecutorial system has 
brought a number of men before the courts to be charged and tried in relation to these two re-
cent, specific incidents which have been reported worldwide in the media.

The next meeting of the EU-India Human Rights Dialogue is scheduled to take place this 
month and the issue of women’s rights will be discussed.  I have asked the officials in our Em-
bassy in New Delhi to participate fully in the preparatory discussions for this Dialogue.

16/01/2013WRC06100Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRC0620070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which efforts continue to be made to bring about a cessation of violence and 
the provision of support for aid workers in Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1937/13]

16/01/2013WRC06300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
search for a solution to the conflict in Syria, which by the UN’s estimate has to date cost up to 
60,000 lives, is a key foreign policy priority at present for the European Union and for Ireland.  
It will remain a key major priority during the period of our EU Presidency.    Ireland will lend 
full support to High Representative Ashton in the efforts she is making on behalf of the EU to 
achieve an end to the violence and to promote a political resolution.  In particular, Ireland and 
its EU partners are fully supportive of the work of UN/Arab League Joint Special Representa-
tive, Lakhdar Brahimi, who is endeavouring to get some form of political process underway.. 
Special Representative Brahimi is working closely with the US, Russia, the Arab League and 
others in the international community to revive the Geneva Communiqué of last June which 
foresees the establishment of a transitional Government responsible for mapping a way towards 
transition and the ending of all repression and violence in Syria.   Ireland and the EU will also 
cooperate closely with other international partners as we work to address the dire humanitarian 
situation in Syria and to mitigate the plight of thousands of refugees and millions of ordinary 
Syrian people in need of assistance.  In this regard, I am acutely aware of the particular risks 
taken daily by aid workers operating inside Syria.   This has been graphically witnessed over the 
recent months with the increased targeting of humanitarian actors including attacks on civilians, 
medical personnel and facilities, aid convoys and humanitarian workers. Such attacks on hu-
manitarian personnel and operations are completely unacceptable.  More must be done to break 
this vicious cycle of violence which is in absolute breach of international humanitarian law.



16 January 2013

157

During our Presidency of the EU, we will continue to emphasise the need for all parties to 
the conflict to facilitate humanitarian access and aid delivery to people in need, to ensure the 
neutrality of humanitarian aid and to abide by international humanitarian law, as outlined in the 
Good Humanitarian Donorship initiative and the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid.

16/01/2013WRC06400Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRC0650071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to become alerted to the difficulties faced by the Red 
Cross, Medicins San Frontieres and all aid workers and their agencies currently operating or 
attempting to operate in war zones or unrest in the Middle East, Africa and elsewhere; if he 
anticipates any particular improvements in this regard in the current year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1938/13]

16/01/2013WRC06600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The last ten years represent one of the worst decades ever in terms of attacks on humani-
tarian workers and lack of humanitarian access. Across the world, courageous humanitarian 
workers struggle every day to reach civilians in armed conflicts as well as those affected by 
the numerous natural disasters that occur each year. In many of these desperate situations the 
provision of life-saving relief by UN agencies, the Red Cross movement and NGOs such as 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) and others is often the only tangible expression of support for 
those who require the help and solidarity of the international community.

The Government firmly believes that more must be done to break the vicious cycle in which 
humanitarians are attacked and their vital work undermined in breach of international humani-
tarian law. In too many instances the work of humanitarians is undermined by those who control 
access to those in need through harassment or violence.

Ireland remains firmly attached to the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, 
neutrality and independence and our own humanitarian relief policy remains predicated on a 
strong commitment to provide principled, flexible and timely funding to organisations which 
deliver effective humanitarian assistance in response to clear and identified needs on the ground.  
We very much recognise the importance of protecting the so-called “humanitarian space”, and 
know from experience that those agencies which are perceived as impartial to a conflict are 
invariably best placed to deliver aid to those who need it most.

Against this backdrop, both the Good Humanitarian Donorship (GHD) initiative and the 
European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid provide donors such as Ireland with a robust set of 
humanitarian commitments that are intended to ensure an appropriate, principled and effective 
aid response.  From a national perspective, Ireland is strongly attached to the Consensus (and to 
the Action Plan which serves as a practical complement to it) and looks forward to championing 
the principles involved during our Presidency of the EU during the first half of this year.

Of course, Irish-based aid agencies have not been immune to the difficulties and challenges 
referred to by the Deputy, operating as they do in some of the most volatile and insecure envi-
ronments in the world. Indeed, each day, countless numbers of courageous Irish, international 
and local staff members from these organisations struggle to reach civilians affected by con-
flict or natural disaster right across the globe. Given the political complexity of many of the 
world’s most serious ongoing humanitarian crises – such as in Mali, Syria, the DRC, Somalia 
and Afghanistan.  – it is unfortunately unlikely that the difficult situation faced by humanitarian 
organisations will be substantially improved in the coming year.
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The Government strongly supports and promotes the efforts taken by many of these or-
ganisations to develop solid security management plans and to employ dedicated security pro-
fessionals to help train for and respond to security incidents.  We are also continuing to work 
with the members and observers of the Dóchas Humanitarian Aid Working Group to develop 
a series of overarching professional standards for Irish aid organisations with respect to safety 
and security issues.

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the many thousands of aid workers around the globe 
who are striving to save lives and to deliver humanitarian help to those who need it most, often 
under the most exceptional of circumstances.  Their work, often overlooked and taken at great 
personal risk, is simply heroic.

16/01/2013WRD00150Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRD0020072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which efforts are being made to set up permanent structures to engage with 
all the protagonists in the Middle East conflict with particular reference to the need to ensure ac-
cess to outside independent agencies to deal with on-going issues and avert new confrontations 
or the potential for such confrontation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1939/13]

16/01/2013WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): While 
suggestions for an independent secretariat or permanent structure to support efforts to resolve 
the Middle East conflict have occasionally been made in the Oireachtas, I have to say that this 
idea has not been raised by the parties directly affected when I have met them either in the 
region or elsewhere. I do not think that we are lacking fora where the parties can express their 
grievances; rather, the opposite is the case. There are already permanent representatives and 
staffs operating in the field on behalf of the EU, the US, the UN and the Quartet.  The problem 
is not, perhaps, one of a lack of structures but rather of a lack of political will to use what is 
already there.

16/01/2013WRD00350Overseas Development Aid Oversight

16/01/2013WRD0040073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he has been reassured that overseas development aid continue to 
reach those for whom it was intended and that recompense is made in situations where this is 
not the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1940/13]

16/01/2013WRD00500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo) : As Minister of State with responsibility for Ireland’s Official Development Assistance, I 
am very conscious of the need to have a high level of assurance that our development assistance 
reaches its intended beneficiaries and that it makes a real difference in the lives of the poorest 
people.

To ensure that our assistance is effectively delivered to those most in need in developing 
countries, we work in partnership with national governments, local communities, NGOs, and 
key multilateral partners such as the United Nations and European Union.  

All programmes considered for funding assistance are rigorously appraised by Irish Aid 
staff using clear criteria, including efficiency in the use of resources, cost effectiveness and 
sustainability of intended impact.
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Programmes in receipt of funding through the Irish Aid programme are subject to regular 
internal and external monitoring to ensure that the intended objectives and goals are being 
achieved.  They are evaluated and audited by independent experts as well as by Irish Aid’s 
Evaluation and Audit Unit. The Unit’s work is regularly reviewed by the independent Audit 
Committee of my Department. 

In partner countries benefiting from Irish Aid support, we provide assistance to national 
Government oversight institutions, such as the Auditor General’s Office and the Public Ac-
counts Committees of National Parliaments, to ensure Governments are held to account for the 
effective expenditure of public funds.

We have zero tolerance for any misuse or misappropriation of Irish Aid funding. In the event 
of any fraudulent use of Irish Aid funding, such as happened recently in Uganda, it is our policy 
to demand a full refund of monies disbursed and to pursue the perpetrators through the police 
and court system.

I believe that this strong focus on appraisal, regular monitoring, independent evaluations 
and audit provides assurance that all Irish Aid funds are very closely tracked and used for the 
purposes intended.

16/01/2013WRD00550Foreign Conflicts

16/01/2013WRD0060074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the current situation in the top ten most sensitive locations worldwide which continue to 
suffer from war, starvation, famine, genocide, ethnic cleansing and human rights abuses; the 
degree to which it remains possible to deliver aid and support to the people in such cases; the 
extent to which deterrents such as referral to the International War Tribunal are used effectively 
in such situations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1941/13]

16/01/2013WRD0070075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which the international community can bring about positive influence on 
the protagonists in the various war-torn regions in the future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1942/13]

16/01/2013WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 74 and 75 together.

Working through global organisations such as the United Nations or regional bodies such as 
the EU or the Organisation for Security Cooperation in Europe, the international community is 
able to bring positive influence to bear in the search for political solutions to conflict situations 
around the world.

As part of Ireland’s foreign policy we are working to alleviate instances of war, starvation, 
famine, genocide, ethnic cleansing and human rights abuses, and to enhance international peace 
and security. We do this in direct contact with other countries or multilaterally through our in-
volvement in these global and regional organisations. 

Meetings of the EU Foreign Affairs Council provide regular opportunities at which to con-
sider such issues and the responses of the EU and the wider international community to them.  
The EU has adopted Common Positions on certain countries, which attach priority to promot-
ing human rights, democracy, good governance and the rule of law. I should point out however, 
that there is no recognised “top ten” list in regard to the violations outlined by the Deputy. The 
Council is also the body which takes decisions in relation to the EU’s crisis management ac-
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tions, such as the launching of new EU missions or significant changes to the 14 existing Com-
mon Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions - 11 of which are civilian operations.

Human rights concerns are central to Ireland’s foreign policy.  Together with our EU part-
ners, Ireland closely monitors the human rights situations in many countries, including post-
conflict countries.   We do this on the basis of information obtained from a variety of sources, 
including both official channels and non-governmental/civil society organisations.  Where and 
when the situation warrants, we make known our concerns about human rights violations to the 
Governments in question.  

Ireland supports the use of the full UN human rights machinery in responding to human 
rights abuses.   This includes support for the role of UN Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Bod-
ies, Special Procedures Mandate Holders and for the convening, where appropriate, of Special 
Sessions of the UN Human Rights Council.   At the UN, the EU regularly makes statements 
on the human rights situations in individual countries and Ireland is, of course, fully associated 
with these statements.

The establishment of a number of international courts and tribunals in recent years to deal 
with situations where the most serious crimes of concern to the international community have 
been committed represents a recognition on the part of the international community that such 
courts and tribunals are an essential means of ending a culture of impunity and of ensuring re-
spect for international law, in particular international humanitarian law and human rights law.  
Among the various courts and tribunals which have been set up are the ad hoc criminal tribunals 
for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, the Special Court for Sierra Leone, the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia and the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.  The first perma-
nent international court established to deal with crimes of this nature is the International Crimi-
nal Court.  It was established in 2002 with the entry into force of the Rome Statute.  By its very 
existence, the Court promotes and upholds not only the rule of law but also provides a means 
to bring to account the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international 
community and in this way contributes in a most fundamental way to the cause of international 
peace and justice.  Ireland and its EU partners are strong and consistent supporters of the Inter-
national Criminal Court. 

The Government is committed to the promotion of full observance of universal human 
rights standards.   Active participation in multilateral organisations including the EU, UN and 
the Council of Europe provides us with an opportunity to voice our concerns regarding human 
rights abuses.  Through these organisations, international pressure can be brought to bear on 
those responsible for violation of human rights.  Ireland will continue to use these mechanisms 
as a means of highlighting violations of human rights and furthering their protection. 

The delivery of aid and support to people in such cases is becoming increasingly challeng-
ing, particularly in situations of protracted and recurring conflict.  We are witnessing increasing 
incidences of humanitarian action coming under attack, with those who control territory, fund-
ing, or access to weaponry being able to harass, politicise, militarise and undermine the work of 
humanitarian agencies.  The Government is firmly committed to breaking this cycle of violence 
in which humanitarians are attacked and their vital work undermined in breach of international 
humanitarian law.

For this reason, Ireland is firmly attached to the humanitarian principles of humanity, impar-
tiality, neutrality and independence and we very much recognise the importance of protecting 
the so-called ‘humanitarian space’.   Ireland is also a strong advocate of the Good Humanitar-
ian Donorship initiative and the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid;   both involve 
solid commitments to ensure an appropriate, principled and effective aid response.  During our 
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Presidency of the EU, we will champion these principles and emphasise the need for all parties 
to a conflict to facilitate humanitarian access and aid delivery to people in need, to ensure the 
neutrality of humanitarian aid and to abide by international humanitarian law.

For our part, Ireland ensures that our aid is delivered in a targeted manner through a process 
of prioritisation that assesses needs in the humanitarian crises across the globe. This is informed 
by Commission analysis, UN and other indicators, most recent situation reports and up-to-date 
feedback from the field.  This helps us to allocate our emergency funding to the most vulner-
able populations in a principled, transparent and effective manner.  In 2013, Afghanistan, Chad, 
the Central African Republic (CAR), Mali, Niger, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan and 
Yemen are among those countries ranked as priorities.  It is also expected that the deepening 
humanitarian crisis in Syria and the region will be an important focus in 2013.

16/01/2013WRD00850Human Rights Issues

16/01/2013WRD0090076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community continues to monitor the continued in-
carceration of former Prime Minister of the Ukraine, Yulio Tymoshenko; the extent of efforts, 
if any at international level to bring about her release; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1943/13]

16/01/2013WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
imprisonment of the former Prime Minister of Ukraine, Ms. Yulia Tymoshenko, remains a mat-
ter of deep concern to Ireland, to our EU partners and to the wider international community. I 
refer the Deputy to my previous reply on 12 October 2012 on this matter. Since then, parlia-
mentary elections were held in Ukraine on 28 October.  It is a matter of deep regret that Ms. 
Tymoshenko was prevented from participating despite the fact that she remains the leader of 
a political party which gained significant representation in the elections.   The EU has made it 
clear to Ukraine on a number of occasions that advancing its relations with the EU would re-
quire it to address, among other issues, the question of politically motivated convictions. On 10 
December 2012, the Foreign Affairs Council, while repeating this message, also commended 
the efforts undertaken by the European Parliament’s monitoring mission headed by former 
Presidents Cox and Kwasniewski on this issue. I understand that the two former Presidents will 
report to the European Parliament on their work shortly. 

At the December Foreign Affairs Council Ministers also restated that progress towards 
signature and ratification of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement would not be made until 
‘determined action and tangible progress’ were demonstrated in three areas, including that of 
selective justice and preventing its recurrence.

16/01/2013WRD01050Overseas Development Aid Provision

16/01/2013WRD0110077. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to be in a position to focus attention on hunger, famine, 
starvation and war associated atrocities throughout Africa; if he will set out the main locations 
for concern in this regard and the extent to which success can be expected in bringing about an 
improvement in the situation thereat in the coming year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1944/13]

16/01/2013WRD01200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government will maintain its focus on the issues of poverty, hunger, and conflict in 
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Africa in the coming years, while also working to develop our bilateral relations to take ac-
count of the remarkable economic progress which has been made in many countries across the 
continent. The extent of our commitment to Africa is underlined by the fact that some 80% of 
Ireland’s official development assistance is channelled to the continent.   

Ireland’s aid programme is focused on some of the poorest countries and communities in 
sub-Saharan Africa.  Seven of the priority countries for the aid programme are in Africa, where 
we have a commitment to long term strategic assistance.  These are Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. In addition to this support, we provide develop-
ment assistance to these and many other countries in Africa, through our partnerships with the 
United Nations and development NGOs such as Concern, Goal and Trócaire.  

Through Irish Aid’s emergency humanitarian budget, we maintain the capacity to respond 
quickly and effectively to humanitarian emergencies in Africa as a result of conflict, natural 
disasters and food insecurity.  In the coming period, it is clear that ongoing humanitarian assis-
tance will be required in response to the severe food crisis and instability in Mali and the Sahel 
region of West Africa.  Ireland has already provided over €9 million in response to the situation 
there to date. Other areas requiring emergency support this year will include Sudan, South Su-
dan and the Horn of Africa, where the situation remains fragile.

Development and humanitarian assistance are producing results in Africa.   I am heartened 
to note that many of the countries in which we work have already made significant progress 
with regard to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  This includes important prog-
ress in the fight against extreme poverty, work to improve primary school enrolment and child 
health, and activities aimed at expanding access to HIV and AIDS prevention and treatment. 
Indeed, many countries previously mired in poverty are now experiencing strong economic 
growth, generating resources to finance their own development.  Building on this progress, we 
are now implementing the new Africa Strategy of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  
We are strengthening our overall engagement in the continent and taking a fresh look at ways 
in which we and our African partners can benefit from the economic opportunities involved. I 
believe that by ensuring a more coherent approach to Ireland’s relations with Africa – develop-
ment, economic and political – we can make an important contribution to the lives and security 
of the people of the continent and open up new, more mature, relations for the future. 

Questions Nos. 78 and 79 answered with Question No. 42.

16/01/2013WRD01350Undocumented Irish in the USA

16/01/2013WRD0140080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he might envisage progress in any discussions with the US authori-
ties in regard to the possibility of addressing the issue of the undocumented Irish in the United 
States; if it might be possible on an annual or piecemeal basis to draw up a procedure whereby 
an agreed number of regularisations could be established; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1947/13]

16/01/2013WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government continues to attach particular importance to the welfare of the Irish abroad in gen-
eral and especially to the position of undocumented Irish immigrants in the United States.

A resolution of the situation for undocumented Irish migrants will continue to be pursued 
by the Government in our ongoing contacts with the US Administration and Congress.  The 
advice of Ireland’s friends and contacts within the US Administration and Congress has long 
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been that comprehensive reform of the US immigration system and procedures is likely to be 
the only manner by which such a resolution can be achieved.  The prospects for such reform 
would appear to have advanced in the wake of President Obama’s re-election.  Through our 
Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American community representatives, 
our contacts with the US Administration and Congress will intensify with a view to ensuring 
that the interests and concerns of undocumented Irish immigrants are captured in any future 
legislative deal in this area that emerges.  In this regard, I raised the issue with Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton during our bilateral meeting on 6 December last and recalled our strong support 
for comprehensive immigration legislation and the passage of E3 visas for Irish citizens.   It is 
likely that any E3 visa arrangement would encompass an element of reciprocity for US citizens 
wishing to work in Ireland.

Much further debate and discussion is likely to be required within the US political system 
as to what any future legislative deal might comprise. It is therefore not possible at this stage to 
specify its contents or identify an exact timescale in which these may become clear but the area 
will continue to receive the Government’s close attention over the period ahead.

16/01/2013WRD01550Human Rights Issues

16/01/2013WRD0160081. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and his EU and UN colleagues continue to monitor the persecution 
of citizens attempting promote democracy at various locations throughout the globe; the extent 
if any of an agreed strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1948/13]

16/01/2013WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
protection and promotion of human rights has been a priority for successive Irish Governments 
and is a central part of Ireland’s foreign policy.

With our EU partners, we monitor closely the human rights situation in many countries 
throughout the world, on the basis of information obtained from a variety of sources, including 
official channels and non-governmental/civil society organisations.  Where and when the situa-
tion warrants, we make known our concerns about human rights violations to the Governments 
in question.  We do this bilaterally, through the EU or via the positions we take at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly and the UN Human Rights Council.  We support the use of the full UN human 
rights machinery in responding to human rights abuses.  This includes support for the role of 
UN Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Bodies, Special Procedures and Mandate Holders and 
for the convening, where appropriate, of Special Sessions of the UN Human Rights Council. 
The EU regularly makes statements at these bodies on the human rights situations in individual 
countries and Ireland is fully associated with these statements.  The EU also introduces or sup-
ports resolutions dealing with specific countries.

Since March 2006, when the UN Human Rights Council was formed, Ireland has engaged 
proactively with the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism initiated by the Council.  
The UPR mechanism allows for the review of the domestic human rights records of all 192 UN 
Member States every four years, based on human rights obligations under UN human rights 
and other instruments. Any UN Member State can take part in the interactive dialogue (i.e. 
the actual examination of the State under review) and submit written questions in advance.  
Ireland was itself examined under the UPR process on 6 October 2011.  The process enables 
UN Member States to raise issues, some of which would have been identified by members of 
the public and civil society, and to make recommendations about the protection and promotion 
of human rights in the State concerned.   Ireland has engaged fully with the UPR process and 
welcomes the open and constructive dialogue associated with it.   We have also made numer-
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ous interventions during the UPR examination of other states, raising issues of concern such as 
gender-based violence, freedom of expression, religious freedom, freedom of assembly and the 
protection of human rights defenders within the State under review.

The EU has adopted Common Positions on certain countries, which attach priority to pro-
moting human rights, democracy, good governance and the rule of law.  In addition, the EU 
conducts human rights dialogues with a number of countries and also raises human rights con-
cerns as part of political dialogue meetings.  In June 2012 the EU adopted a Strategic Frame-
work and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy.

Ireland and its EU partners have been strong and consistent supporters of the International 
Criminal Court, recognising it as an essential means of combating impunity for the most serious 
violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law.  The Court’s Prosecutor has 
opened investigations into a number of country situations and we will continue to monitor this 
work closely.

Ireland has also consistently taken the lead in negotiating resolutions at the United Nations 
General Assembly and in the Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection of human 
rights defenders, as well as on the implementation of EU Guidelines in relation to human rights 
defenders in third countries, the aim being to ensure that the latter can operate in an environ-
ment free from hindrance and insecurity.

Mindful that the risk of human rights violations is greater where political, economic and 
administrative systems are weak, the Government’s development cooperation programme, Irish 
Aid, supports concrete actions designed to promote human rights, including strengthening gov-
ernment systems and in-country human rights institutions (in particular through legal training). 
Legal aid programmes targeted at victims of human rights abuses are also supported.  Irish Aid 
has a specific focus on governance in several programme countries.

The Government will continue to avail of all the above-mentioned mechanisms and instru-
ments with a view to highlighting violations of human rights and furthering their protection.

16/01/2013WRD01750Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

16/01/2013WRD0180082. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the plight of a person (details supplied) who is incarcer-
ated in a Spanish prison since 2009; if any consular service has been made available to them; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the person believes they have been victimised in 
the prison for raising the issue of abuse of other prisoners in prisons in which they were also 
imprisoned. [1977/13]

16/01/2013WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
person referred to by the Deputy first came to the attention of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in 2011 when his family contacted the Consular Assistance Section.  My Department 
has been providing consular assistance through our Embassy in Madrid, the Honorary Consuls 
in Malaga, Seville and the Consular Assistance Section in Dublin.  Our Honorary Consul in Se-
ville is in direct contact with the Irish citizen and visited the person in prison on 16th December 
2011 and also on 4th May 2012.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Honorary Consul has raised a number of issues of con-
cern to the citizen with the prison authorities. The Honorary Consul also contacted the person’s 
lawyer to pass on certain information as requested by him.  My Department will continue to 
provide all possible consular assistance in this case.
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Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 66.

16/01/2013WRD02050Property Taxation Application

16/01/2013WRD0210084. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
property tax in respect of a building (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [57802/12]

16/01/2013WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that it would not be appropriate to give a definitive reply based on the information 
supplied by the Deputy.  However, section 7 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 pro-
vides that exemption from the Local Property Tax will be available to a public body or to other 
bodies that have been granted a charitable tax exemption from Revenue, where the properties in 
question are used for people with special accommodation needs.  Special accommodation needs 
refers to the provision of housing and support for people who have a particular need in addition 
to a housing need to enable them to live in the community.  This includes the elderly, people 
with disabilities, people who have been homeless and victims of domestic violence.

16/01/2013WRD02250Property Taxation Exemptions

16/01/2013WRD0230085. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the need to exempt residents of Priory Hall, Dublin, tenants from the property tax in 
view of the situation regarding their homes and their inability to live in them due to health and 
safety concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57889/12]

16/01/2013WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A similar exemption from the local 
property tax will apply for unfinished housing estates as applied for the Household Charge in 
2012. The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government shall prescribe a 
list of developments in the State being developments each of which that Minister is satisfied is 
incomplete to a substantial extent.  Such properties will not be regarded as relevant residential 
properties for the purposes of the local property tax and will not be subject to the local property 
tax so long as they remain on the list of unfinished housing estates. It is envisaged that this list 
will be in line with that used for the purposes of the Household Charge.

I am informed by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
that Priory Hall is among the developments listed in S.I. 1 of 2012, and was, accordingly, ex-
empt from the Household Charge on that basis.

16/01/2013WRD02450Property Taxation Application

16/01/2013WRD0250086. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding property tax. [58182/12]

16/01/2013WRD02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Thornhill Group, the inter-depart-
mental group, chaired by Dr Don Thornhill, established to consider the structures and modali-
ties of a property tax, recommended that owners and not occupiers be the liable persons for the 
local property tax. This was also the view of the 2009 Commission on Taxation.

The Thornhill Group saw some merit in having an occupier-focused system in that it may be 
more consistent with the objective of broadening the tax base as every household in the country, 
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as distinct from every owner, would contribute.  It would also incentivise efficient use of vacant 
property in that property owners, on whom liability for the tax in respect of any vacant property 
would otherwise fall, would have a greater incentive to let the property. 

However, some rental properties have high tenant turnover which would present significant 
difficulties in determining liabilities and collecting taxes. Occupier liability may also give rise 
to perceptions of unfairness if the occupier on the liability date is no longer the occupier at the 
time when the tax is payable. Furthermore, the rental value of a property to an owner will be 
related to its taxable value and, depending on market conditions, tenants will end up bearing 
some of the cost of the tax by way of increased rent.  The Government agreed with the Thornhill 
Group recommendation that the owner rather than the occupier should be the liable person for 
LPT.

The Thornhill Group recommended an exception from the general rule that the owner is the 
liable person in situations where other persons have substantial interests in a property, such as 
in the case of persons with leases that exceed 20 years or who have a life interest in a property.  
In such cases, the occupier would be the liable person.  This exception is also provided for in 
the property tax legislation.

The Thornhill Group also recommended that the Local Property Tax paid in respect of a 
rented property should be deductible for income tax or corporation tax purposes, in a similar 
manner to commercial rates.  This is not provided for in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 but it is the intention of the Government to introduce such a provision on a phased basis.

16/01/2013WRD02650Fuel Rebate Scheme

16/01/2013WRD0270087. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the reason he confined the grant-
ing of the rebate to hauliers and excluded passenger transport operators from the scheme; if he 
will explain his apparent u-turn on his views expressed previously; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1328/13]

16/01/2013WRD0280088. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance if he has already sought permis-
sion from the EU Commission to introduce an excise rebate for hauliers; if so, the case he has 
put forward to have haulage operators included while excluding passenger transport operators; 
if the Commission has not already been notified, if he will the consider seeking permission to 
have passenger transport operators included; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1329/13]

16/01/2013WRD0290090. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance that the excise rebate on 
diesel be passed onto coach and bus operators as well as licensed hauliers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1371/13]

16/01/2013WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87, 88 
and 90 together.

The proposal to introduce an auto-diesel excise duty relief for licensed road hauliers that I 
announced in the Budget is confined to licensed and tax compliant hauliers. However, I have 
received a number of submissions from, and on behalf of, private coach operators seeking to 
have this relief extended to them. I will consider these proposals and the level of the rebate in 
the context of the Finance Bill.  It is worth noting that one of key arguments for introducing a 
rebate for the haulage industry is the fact that a large quantity of fuel purchased by this industry 
is purchased abroad thus generating no tax revenue for the State.  A rebate should encourage 
hauliers to start purchasing their fuel in Ireland thus offsetting some of the costs involved. Such 



16 January 2013

167

an argument does not exist for the most part for the coach industry. 

The fuel rebate scheme proposed is governed by the terms of Council Directive 2003/96/
EC of 27 October 2003 which limits its application to auto diesel used in defined categories of 
road vehicles.  

I will be informing the European Commission of the rebate measure once it is introduced.

16/01/2013WRD03050Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRD0310089. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of jobs created 
as a result of the money generated by the pension levy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1362/13]

16/01/2013WRD03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Employment data are presented in net 
terms and information on gross flows into and out of employment are not available, making it 
difficult to assess the number of jobs created by any policy initiative.

Notwithstanding that quantifying the impact is difficult, I am confident that the measures 
introduced as part of the Jobs Initiative, such as reducing the rate of VAT in the high value added 
tourism sector, are playing an important role in both creating and sustaining employment. 

To expand a little on the above, research carried out by my Department and published in the 
Medium-Term Fiscal Statement (November 2012) showed the employment gains in the accom-
modation and food sector - the most relevant sector in terms of targeting in the Jobs Initiative 
- since the rate reduction were contrasted with declines in both economy-wide employment 
and the wider service sector employment over the same period, suggesting that the measures 
did have an impact on employment growth. In this context I provided assurances to the tourist 
industry that the 9 per cent rate will continue throughout 2013, as currently legislated for.

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 87.

16/01/2013WRD03350Fuel Rebate Scheme

16/01/2013WRD0340091. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the auto-
diesel relief for licensed road hauliers measures introduced in Budget 2013 to all passenger 
transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1733/13]

16/01/2013WRD0350099. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the terms of 
the fuel rebate as introduced in Budget 2013; if this rebate will apply to passenger transport 
companies as well as hauliers; if his attention has been drawn to the hardship being caused as a 
result of this uncertainty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57926/12]

16/01/2013WRD03600111. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the excise re-
bate on diesel to passenger transport companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[58039/12]

16/01/2013WRD03700114. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if passenger transport companies 
are to be included in the fuel rebate scheme and that the rebate will be at the 13c per litre level; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58045/12]

16/01/2013WRD03800118. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the Budget 
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excise rebate on diesel to passenger transport companies to ensure the survival of these com-
panies that have been negatively impacted upon and many jobs shed in recent years due to the 
high cost of diesel and which is a huge proportion of overhead costs; and if he will facilitate the 
rebate to this industry in the context of the Finance Bill (details supplied). [58116/12]

16/01/2013WRD03900119. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure passenger com-
panies are included in the rebate scheme when the Finance Bill is published; and if he will 
ensure that the rebate is at the 13c per litre level. [58144/12]

16/01/2013WRD04000120. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the 
proposed excise rebate on diesel to passenger transport companies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [58190/12]

16/01/2013WRD04100121. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that 
the excise rebate on diesel announced in Budget 2013 will include passenger transport vehicles; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58203/12]

16/01/2013WRD04200126. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending the 
excise rebate on diesel announced in Budget 2013 to bus and coach companies in the forthcom-
ing Finance Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1045/13]

16/01/2013WRD04300133. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the fuel 
rebate scheme to cover coach and bus operators; the reason this sector was not included in the 
Budget day announcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1117/13]

16/01/2013WRD04400136. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Finance if passenger transport compa-
nies will be included in the rebate scheme when the Finance Bill is published and if the rebate 
will be 13 cent per litre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1178/13]

16/01/2013WRD04500137. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if a person needs to be in 
possession of a haulage licence in order to qualify for the fuel rebate measure introduced for 
hauliers in Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1209/13]

16/01/2013WRD04600138. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if the proposed fuel rebate 
scheme will be extended to vehicles used for the carriage of passengers of category M2 or cat-
egory M3 as defined in Council Directive 70/156/EEC; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1222/13]

16/01/2013WRD04700147. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance if he will he include owners and 
operators of buses and coaches in the diesel rebate system proposal. [1369/13]

16/01/2013WRD04800148. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending 
the rebate to bus and coach companies in the context of the Finance Bill. [1390/13]

16/01/2013WRD04900150. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the reason the excise rebate on 
diesel is not being extended to the passenger transport sector; if this decision is in compliance 
to EU Law; and if he will review the Budget decision by providing for the rebate to be extended 
to the transport passenger sector in the forthcoming Finance Bill. [1404/13]

16/01/2013WRD05000218. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the fuel relief on our school transport, to our health services and to 
our rural transport services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1960/13]

16/01/2013WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 91, 99, 
111, 114, 118 to 121, inclusive, 126, 133, 136 to 138, inclusive, 147, 148, 150 and 218 together.
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The proposal to introduce an auto-diesel excise duty relief for licensed road hauliers that I 
announced in the Budget is confined to licensed and tax compliant hauliers.  However, I have 
received a number of submissions from, and on behalf of, private coach operators and groups 
representing unlicensed hauliers seeking to have this relief extended to them.  I will consider 
these proposals and the level of the rebate in the context of the Finance Bill.  It is worth noting 
that one of key arguments for introducing a rebate for the haulage industry is the fact that a large 
quantity of fuel purchased by this industry is purchased abroad thus generating no tax revenue 
for the State.  A rebate should encourage hauliers to start purchasing their fuel in Ireland thus 
offsetting some of the costs involved such an argument does not exist for the most part for the 
coach industry or for other unlicensed hauliers.

The fuel rebate scheme proposed is governed by the terms of Council Directive 2003/96/
EC of 27 October 2003 which limits its application to auto diesel used in defined categories of 
road vehicles.  I will be informing the European Commission of the rebate measure once it is 
introduced.

16/01/2013WRD05150EU Policy Group

16/01/2013WRD0520092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he and 
his EU colleagues can reach consensus on the various issues now affecting the European Union 
with particular reference to economic and fiscal policy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1949/13]

16/01/2013WRD05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland 
has now assumed the Presidency of the European Union. Our work programme will be formally 
presented to the ECOFIN Council on 22 January 2013.

In our role, we have a particular responsibility to ensure that real progress is made on the 
various issues now affecting the European Union. With respect to those dossiers relating to 
economic and fiscal policy, our programme will carry on the momentum built up during the 
previous year and focus on seeking agreement with our European partners on

- the legislative measures underpinning the banking union;

- how to advance the European Semester process, particularly with regard to the so-called 
“two-pack” of budgetary surveillance measures;

- the best way forward for the future of economic and monetary union;

- and a range of direct and indirect taxation issues.

16/01/2013WRD05350Regulatory and Poverty Impact Assessments

16/01/2013WRD0540093. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the number of regulatory impact 
assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past twelve months and the list 
of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department in the past twelve months. 
[57760/12]

16/01/2013WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A Regulatory Impact Analysis was car-
ried out by my Department in September 2012 prior to the publication (28 September 2012) of 
the Credit Union Bill 2012. The General scheme of the Bill was published on my Department’s 
website on 9 July 2012 for general consultation purposes and was conducted in agreement with 
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the Chair of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform. Sub-
missions which helped inform development of the legislation, were considered by the Oireach-
tas Joint Committee on 19 and 20 September.

A Screening Regulatory Impact Analysis was prepared for the general scheme of the Fiscal 
Responsibility Bill 2012 in October 2011. The general scheme was published on 26 April 2012.

The Deputy might wish to note that public consultations were carried out in 2012 in respect 
of proposed changes to:

- Tax relief for donations to approved bodies,

- Section 481 of Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 in respect of Film Tax Relief.

- Tax Residence Rules.

- Tax Treatment of Receiverships

- Tax treatment of micro enterprises.

In addition stakeholders were consulted during the drafting of the Credit Reporting Bill 
2012 and the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2012.

16/01/2013WRD05550Property Taxation Collection

16/01/2013WRD0560094. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if persons who are in ar-
rears with their mortgage and having extreme difficulty in paying their mortgage, are faced with 
the dilemma of having a demand for the new property tax to be paid or to make a payment on 
their mortgage and there is absolutely no surplus cash available, the mechanisms that will be 
in place for special and needy cases such as this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57864/12]

16/01/2013WRD05700112. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if there is a provision for 
property tax to be deferred if a person earns less than €15,000 a year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [58042/12]

16/01/2013WRD05800113. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the person who is liable 
for the increased property tax in a situation when a homeowner is paying property tax under a 
certain home value but when the house is sold the price of the home increases substantially; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [58043/12]

16/01/2013WRD05900139. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the way the Revenue 
Commissioner intends to value properties for the property tax; and if he is satisfied that Rev-
enue have sufficient staff to undertake this commitment, particularity in the context of the 
immediate debacles that followed the centralisation of medical cards applications and student 
grant applications via Student Universal Support Ireland, and approximately 220 staff having 
retired from Revenue by February of last year. [1248/13]

16/01/2013WRD06000164. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a prop-
erty which is held in trust for two children with special needs who live in the property with their 
parents, is it the case that this property will be exempt form the property tax; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1504/13]

16/01/2013WRD06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 94, 
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112, 113, 139 and 164 together.

The legislation governing Local Property Tax (LPT) is contained in Finance (Local Property 
Tax) Act 2012 which was signed into law by the President on 26 December 2012.  The LPT 
legislation sets out in detail how the tax is to be administered and provides how a residential 
property is to be valued for LPT purposes including where there is a change in ownership of the 
property.  The Act also provides for a number of specific exemptions from the charge as well as 
the possibility of deferring the charge in certain cases of hardship.  

The LPT is a self-assessment tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner 
to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the property.  
I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they will not be valuing properties for LPT 
purposes.  They are, however, actively preparing valuation guidance and developing tools to 
assist liable persons in assessing the value of their property.  Where these guidelines are used 
honestly, the property valuation will not be challenged by Revenue in accordance with its nor-
mal Customer Service Charter.

For 2013, the charge to LPT is based on the market value of the property on 1 May 2013.  
In addition, in order to provide necessary certainty, this initial valuation of the property on 1 
May 2013 will be the value of the property for the purposes of calculating the LPT charge for 
all years up to and including 2016.  This value will hold regardless of improvements, extensions 
etc. to the property in question.  Likewise, where a property is sold during this period, and the 
value of the property has increased substantially, there is no additional liability to LPT.  I am 
informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the original valuation provided by the original 
owner, provided it has been made honestly and fairly, can continue to be used by the new owner 
to calculate their payment of LPT on the property in question for all years to 2016.  Any unpaid 
LPT should be discharged as part of the conveyance process, and the new owner, as with all 
property owners, will be required to provide an updated value for the property on the next valu-
ation date of 1 November 2016.

Part 12 of the Act sets out provisions for deferral of the LPT.  The deferral of the charge is 
granted under specific conditions.  Where the residential property is the sole or main residence 
of a liable person and her, his or their estimated gross income from all sources does not exceed 
€15,000 for a single person or €25,000 for a couple during the year covered by the return, she/
he/they will be eligible to apply for full deferral of the LPT charge.  

In addition, for income stressed owner-occupiers who have an outstanding mortgage, an 
adjusted gross income limit will apply.  In these cases, the income thresholds of €15,000 or 
€25,000 may be increased by 80% of the annual mortgage interest payments.  This type of de-
ferral is available until the end of 2017.

Moreover, owner-occupiers may be eligible to apply for partial deferral where the gross in-
come from all sources is less than €25,000 in the case of a single person and €35,000 in the case 
of a couple.  For income stressed owner-occupiers who have an outstanding mortgage, these 
thresholds may also be increased by 80% of the annual mortgage interest payments.  In these 
cases the owner-occupier will qualify for deferrals of 50% of the LPT liability and the balance 
of 50% of the tax must be paid.

Section 7 of the Act provides an exemption for residential properties that are used to ac-
commodate people with special housing needs where the properties in question are owned by a 
charity or a public body.  To qualify for charitable status, a charity must have been granted an 
exemption for tax purposes by Revenue to avail of the LPT exemption.  Accordingly, regarding 
Deputy Penrose’s question about a property held in trust for two children with special needs 
who live with their parents, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the property 
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would not be exempt from the charge to LPT. 

Beginning in March 2013, Revenue will be issuing property owners an LPT tax return, an 
information booklet and a Revenue Estimate of LPT. Having established the market value of 
their property, the property owner is obliged to complete the LPT return in which they calculate 
the amount of tax they owe and state how they will pay the LPT due from a range of options.  
For 2013, the LPT return, if completed in paper form must be submitted to Revenue by 7 May 
2013, whereas, if they complete the form online, it must be submitted by 28 May 2013.

Where a property owner fails to submit their LPT return by the relevant due date, the legisla-
tion provides that Revenue can enforce collection of an estimated amount of LPT.  The Revenue 
Commissioners advise that this Revenue Estimate of LPT is not a valuation of their property 
nor should it be regarded as an accurate calculation of the amount of LPT that they should pay.  
Once the property owner meets their obligations by valuing their property, submitting their 
return and advising Revenue of their payment preference within the relevant time limits, the 
Revenue Estimate of LPT notified to them is no longer relevant.  

In relation to the resources required for the administration of LPT, additional funding of 
€25.9m plus €9m in start up funding has been provided to Revenue in 2013 as set out in Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform Expenditure Report 2013.  Putting additional staff in 
place takes time and accordingly, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that in order to 
meet the significant challenge involved in establishing the new tax, they have decided to recon-
figure their structure in the South West and to base the LPT operations in Ennis.  I am satisfied 
that the Revenue Commissioners will deliver on the challenge and provide a stable source of 
funds in the form of LPT receipts.

16/01/2013WRD06150Copyright Infringement

16/01/2013WRD0620095. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to 
ensure that the integrity of the National Anthem will be preserved as copyright will end in the 
near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57867/12]

16/01/2013WRD06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question I 
can confirm that copyright protection in relation to the National Anthem ran out in December 
2012. The main purpose of ownership by the State of the copyright to the original version of the 
National Anthem was to ensure that it was freely available for general use. The situation in this 
regard has not changed with the expiry of copyright.

In relation to protecting the integrity of the National Anthem my Department will look at the 
possibility of introducing  legislation should it be required to ensure that the National Anthem 
is not being used in an inappropriate context and without due deference such as to render it an 
object of scorn or derision.

16/01/2013WRE00150Departmental Bodies Establishment

16/01/2013WRE0020096. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, which are financed 
from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been abolished, merged or 
re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been realised since the 
changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if he will provide details 
of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [57878/12]

16/01/2013WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the 
following table contains details of bodies which arefinanced from, answerable to or established 
by my Department that have been abolished, merged or re-organised since March 2011. 

Name of  Body Date merged or abolished Savings that have been 
realised since the changes 
were made

Irish Nationwide Building 
Society ( INBS)

Merged with Irish Bank Res-
olution Company (IBRC) 
June 2011

Savings (not to the Ex-
chequer directly of circa 
€200,000)*

*Still under review 

I am not aware of any plans to abolish, merge or re-organise bodies under the aegis my 
Department in 2013.

16/01/2013WRE00350Property Taxation Exemptions

16/01/2013WRE0040097. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that the 
wording of the property tax is changed in order that voluntary housing agencies are made ex-
empt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57907/12]

16/01/2013WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government is aware of the im-
portant role played by the Approved Housing Bodies in the provision of housing for those who 
face difficulty in living in our communities. To the extent that such groups are charities and are 
engaged in the provision of special needs housing, they should be eligible for the exemption for 
such housing which is provided for in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012.  I understand 
that most of the various bodies that comprise the voluntary and co-operative sector in respect of 
the provision of social housing would have been approved for charitable status by the Revenue 
Commissioners.  Indeed, such bodies must have such charitable status before they can be ap-
proved by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government for funding 
to be used in the provision of social housing.  However, such groups also provide general needs 
housing in the same way as a local authority provides such housing.  Depending on the level of 
local authority funding provided, some voluntary bodies may have flexibility to provide hous-
ing for those not eligible for local authority housing.  To provide for a blanket exemption for 
such bodies would obviously be inequitable vis-à-vis local authority tenants.  For this reason 
the Government decided not to accept the recommendation of the inter-Departmental Group 
chaired by Dr Don Thornhill on the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”) that all 
charitable bodies should be exempt but to restrict the exemption to those properties that are 
used to provide accommodation to persons who, for reasons of old age, physical or mental 
disability or other cause need special accommodation and support to enable them to live in the 
community. 

Nonetheless, I acknowledge that government policy places significant emphasis on the ap-
proved housing body sector as an important part of social housing supply in the future.  The 
Government will actively engage with Approved Housing Bodies to ensure that the Local Prop-
erty Tax does not impact on their ability to deliver housing units.

16/01/2013WRE00550Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRE0060098. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance the amount that has been col-



Questions - Written Answers

174

lected to date under the 0.6% pension levy; if the money is being ring-fenced for the purposes 
outlined on its introduction; and the number of jobs that have been created as a consequence. 
[57921/12]

16/01/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The pension fund levy raised €463 mil-
lion in 2011 and €482 million in 2012. The implementation of a jobs and growth strategy is a 
key priority of the Government. The moneys raised from the pension fund levy are being used 
to pay for the Government’s Jobs Initiative introduced in May 2011. The Jobs Initiative   con-
tains a range of measures aimed at assisting in employment generation – providing opportuni-
ties for those who are out of work, to restore public morale and confidence in the economy and 
encourage spending by consumers. 

Employment data are presented in net terms and information on gross flows into and out 
of employment is not available, making it difficult to assess the number of jobs created by any 
policy initiative.  

Notwithstanding that quantifying the impact is difficult, I am confident that the measures 
introduced by the Government in May 2011, such as reducing the rate of VAT in the high value 
added tourism sector, are playing an important role in both creating and sustaining employment. 
Encouragingly, there are signs of stabilisation in labour market conditions. For instance, unem-
ployment fell on an annual basis in the third quarter of 2012, the first such fall in a number of 
years while, according to the Budget Day forecasts, the unemployment rate is projected to have 
peaked in 2012.

Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRE00850Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRE00900100. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his position on the transfer 
by AIB of €1.1 billion of its assets to its pension fund. [57931/12]

16/01/2013WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the asset 
transfer to AIB’s pension scheme was directly linked to the bank’s Early Retirement and Volun-
tary Severance Programme and was essential for the bank to be able to fund these plans. It was 
not connected with addressing any existing deficit in the bank’s pension fund.

The achievement of these staff reductions in the bank is expected to result in annual sav-
ings to AIB in excess of €200m which is a critical component of AIB’s plans to return to long 
term viability. It is highly likely, that in the absence of this arrangement, the bank would have 
been unable to achieve its target staff departure figures on a voluntary basis which would have 
required the need for significant numbers of compulsory redundancies and brought with it as-
sociated industrial relations difficulties.

The nature of the transfer concerned also had an added advantage for the bank in that the 
loan assets concerned were indented for disposal as part of the bank’s deleveraging commit-
ments.

16/01/2013WRE01050Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRE01100101. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
related to pension fund investments (details supplied). [57932/12]
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16/01/2013WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume from the details supplied that 
the Deputy is referring to small self-administered pension schemes (SSASs).

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that SSASs are a particular type of occupation-
al pension scheme in respect of which special requirements apply in relation to their approval, 
operation and supervision. The reason for these requirements is to ensure that such schemes are 
“bona fide” established for the purposes of providing retirement benefits. The concern in this 
regard reflects the fact that, as such schemes are generally one member schemes – that member 
typically being a proprietary director – there is potential for a conflict of interest to arise. This is 
because the individual is not only the sole member of the scheme but is also normally the owner 
of the company sponsoring the scheme and a trustee of the scheme.  

In order to achieve and maintain tax-exempt approved status under tax law and Revenue 
rules such schemes must, for example, appoint an independent professional pensioneer trustee 
who cannot be removed without prior Revenue approval and who must be a co-signatory on all 
financial transactions of the scheme. In addition, the scheme must submit annual accounts and 
regular actuarial reports to Revenue. Revenue rules also place strict limitations on the invest-
ment options open to such schemes. These include a prohibition on loans to the scheme mem-
ber and on self-investment in, for example, the employer’s assets and restrictions on property 
investment.  

As regards property investment, while such investments are permitted, the vendor must in 
all cases be at arm’s length from both the scheme and the employer including its directors and 
associated companies. Property disposals by a scheme must equally be on an arm’s length basis. 

The proposal being put forward by the Deputy is that these property related restrictions 
should be relaxed so that a member of a small self-administered pension scheme could sell an 
investment property to his or her scheme with a view to divesting him or herself of distressed 
property assets, with the property then becoming part of their long term pension investment. 

While I can appreciate the reasoning behind this proposal, I think it is important not to lose 
sight of the purpose of supplementary pension saving and the generous tax incentives that the 
State continues to provide to encourage it. The sole purpose of pension savings is to provide rel-
evant benefits to the scheme member at the point of retirement or indeed earlier in the event of 
retirement on ill-health grounds. The activity envisaged under the proposal might not represent 
a prudent investment in many cases and could put the availability of those benefits when needed 
at undue risk. The regulatory and tax regimes governing the activities of supplementary pension 
provision are designed to encourage an individual to save for a pension and also to protect and 
secure those savings until they are needed in retirement. Those savings are not available for any 
other secondary purpose such as resolving financial difficulties of the scheme member, however 
unfortunate and difficult those situations can be. 

I also appreciate that the proposal is well intentioned. However, it would be difficult, if the 
rules governing investment by SSASs were relaxed in the manner suggested, to resist calls for 
a broader relaxation to allow, for example, equally distressed assets such as family or holiday 
homes to be acquired by a pension scheme or to permit investment in the employing company 
to stave off short term cash flow difficulties. In other words, it could be a first step towards a 
dismantling of the very rules that are in place to protect an individual’s pension savings.  For all 
these reasons I would not be in favour of this proposal.

16/01/2013WRE01250Pension Provisions
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16/01/2013WRE01300102. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to allow self-em-
ployed persons to have access to their pension funds in the same way that those who have 
made voluntary contributions to their pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57934/12]

16/01/2013WRE01400117. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible to include a per-
sonal pension under the new guidelines on early pension release of 30% in Budget 2012; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [58105/12]

16/01/2013WRE01500173. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if there is any provision in the 
recent changes to pensions to allow self employed people to withdraw money from their pen-
sions ahead of schedule; and if not, if he will state whether he is considering such a provision. 
[1634/13]

16/01/2013WRE01600202. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the reason the early access to 
pension funds as announced in Budget 2013 is limited insofar as it applied only to funded ad-
ditional voluntary contributions; if he will consider including personal pensions going into the 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1874/13]

16/01/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 102, 
117, 173 and 202 together.

In my Budget 2013 speech, I announced that I would make provision in Finance Bill 2013 
for persons making Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs) used to supplement their main 
scheme retirement benefits to withdraw up to 30% of the value of those contributions. Any 
amounts withdrawn will be subject to tax at the individual’s marginal rate. The option will be 
available for 3 years from the passing of the Finance Bill. 

This is a restricted measure which will enable rather than incentivize certain individuals to 
access part of their pension savings beyond their regular or compulsory pension contributions. 
I do not wish to damage future pension provision and it is important that individuals continue 
to provide for their retirement. For these reasons, I have no plans to extend the measure beyond 
AVCs.

16/01/2013WRE01750Universal Social Charge Payments

16/01/2013WRE01800103. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the reason self-employed 
persons pay a higher rate of universal social charge on their earnings. [57935/12]

16/01/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The USC was introduced from 1 Janu-
ary 2011 and replaced the Income and Health Levies.  The marginal rate for each of these levies 
was 6% and 5%, respectively, or 11% in total.  The marginal rate for the USC was 7%.  Taken 
in isolation the introduction of the USC, therefore, would have had the effect of reducing by 
4 percentage points the top marginal tax rates for both PAYE and self-employed income earn-
ers paying at those rates.  At the same time, the PRSI ceiling for PAYE taxpayers, which then 
stood at €75,036, was abolished which had the result of increasing by 4 percentage points the 
top marginal tax rate for PAYE taxpayers.  So the two changes – the introduction of the USC 
and the abolition of the PRSI ceiling-taken together meant that the marginal tax rate for PAYE 
taxpayers remained unchanged.

In the case of the self-employed, there was no PRSI ceiling as the PRSI income ceiling 
for the self-employed had been abolished in Budget 2001.  Therefore, without further change, 
the introduction of the USC would have reduced the top marginal rate for these taxpayers by 
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4 percentage points and would have had the unintended effect of benefiting high earning self-
employed income earners, resulting in some high earning self-employed income earners actu-
ally making a gain from Budget 2011 in comparison to all other taxpayers.    

To avoid the situation in which the top marginal rate for PAYE taxpayers remained un-
changed while self-employed taxpayers benefited from a reduction of that rate by 4 percent-
age points, two further changes were made. A higher rate of USC of 10% was introduced for 
the self-employed in respect of income in excess of €100,000 and an additional 1 percentage 
point was added to the self-employed PRSI rate.  This restored the self-employed top marginal 
tax rate to 55%, (41% income tax, 7% USC, an additional 3% USC on income over €100,000 
and 4% PRSI), which is where they were in 2010 and ensured that high earning self-employed 
income earners did not actually make a gain from Budget 2011 in comparison to all other tax-
payers.  

Note (i): the ‘marginal’ rate of tax equates to the top rate of tax which an individual is pay-
ing.

Note (ii): the 10% rate of USC only applies to income over €100,000.  The standard rates of 
Universal Social Charge apply to income under €100,000 and are:

 - 2% on the first €10,036

 - 4% on the next €5,980

 - 7% on the balance. 

An individual whose total income for a year does not exceed €10,036 is exempt from USC.

Note (iii): Self-employed individuals with income of less than €100,000 and PAYE employ-
ees pay tax, USC and PRSI at the same marginal rate of 52%.

16/01/2013WRE01950Tax Reliefs Availability

16/01/2013WRE02000104. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding tax 
relief on pensions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57976/12]

16/01/2013WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my Budget 2013 speech, I announced 
that changes to the maximum allowable pension fund at retirement for tax purposes (the Stan-
dard Fund Threshold - SFT) and other possible changes to give effect to the commitment in 
the Programme for Government to cap taxpayers’ subsidies for pension schemes which deliver 
pension income of more than €60,000 will be put in place in 2014.

The existing SFT regime applies across all pension arrangements in the private and public 
sectors and a number of significant and fundamental changes to the current regime may be re-
quired in order to deliver on the decision announced in the Budget. Among the various issues 
which will be considered, are the different impacts of the SFT as between Defined Contribu-
tion and Defined Benefit pension arrangements. In addition, alternatives to the use of the SFT 
regime to deliver on the Government’s commitment will also be explored.

16/01/2013WRE02150Property Taxation Application

16/01/2013WRE02200105. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the position in relation to 
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establishing a property tax rate for a family who live in a small family run hotel, which has a 
residential quarter as part of the hotel; the way is it anticipated that the liability will be calcu-
lated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57979/12]

16/01/2013WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that it would not be appropriate to give a definitive reply based on the information 
supplied by the Deputy.

Local Property Tax is a self-assessment tax.   It is chargeable in respect of a building, or a 
part of a building that is in use as, or that is suitable for use as, a residence.  However, it is not 
chargeable on the part of a building in respect of which commercial rates are payable. 

If the residential part of the hotel is not included for the purpose of commercial rates, the 
amount of local property tax will be based on the “chargeable value” of that part. This is es-
sentially the price that the unencumbered fee simple of a residential property, or the residential 
part of a property, might be expected to fetch on a sale on the open market were that property 
to be sold on the valuation date of 1 May 2013,  in a manner that would secure the best possible 
price for the property. Such an open market sale would also require the retention of the benefit 
of any access to the property that would have existed prior to the sale.

In this case, the owner of the hotel will be required to establish the chargeable value of 
the residential part of the hotel.  If the value is less than €1m, the local property tax liability 
will then depend on the chargeable band into which this chargeable value falls and tax will be 
charged at 0.18% on the midpoint of the relevant band.  If the value is over €1 m, the tax will be 
charged at 0.18% on the first €1 m in value and 0.25% on any balance over €1m.

16/01/2013WRE02350Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRE02400106. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
pensions levy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57982/12]

16/01/2013WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The statement referred to in the details 
supplied by the Deputy relates to the study undertaken by the Department of Social Protection, 
the Central Bank and the Pensions Board into the level of charges in the pensions industry. The 
report on this study was published by my colleague, Ms Joan Burton TD, the Minister for Social 
Protection in late October last. On its publication, Minister Burton highlighted the technical and 
complex nature of the report. She has given interested bodies and individuals a period of time 
to consider the report and its recommendations and to respond to her by the end of this month. 
She will then propose to Government on further policy or regulatory action necessary.

On the matter of the pension fund levy, I have held the view since the introduction of the levy 
that the companies who manage and administer the assets of the pension funds and schemes 
should generally be in a position to absorb the impact of the levy by reducing the charges and 
fees which they apply. I have pursued this issue with the representative bodies of these compa-
nies but the response has not been positive. I have been told that it would be a matter for indi-
vidual companies to decide on the question of absorbing the cost of the levy into their existing 
fees and charges but that the scope for companies to do so is very limited. There have been calls 
to force the companies through legislation to absorb the levy but I do not consider that this ap-
proach, which would ignore the circumstances from case to case, would be appropriate. 

As regards the companies specifically mentioned in the details supplied, the relationship be-
tween the State and those companies is that the Boards and management teams retain responsi-
bility for determining strategy and commercial policies and conducting day-to-day operations. 
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I will not intervene in the operational management decisions of the companies concerned.

Finally, I confirmed in my Budget 2013 speech that the pension fund levy will not be re-
newed after 2014 the final year of its four year duration.

16/01/2013WRE02550Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRE02600107. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the total level of private 
sector pension contributions for each of the past five years 2007-2011 as disclosed to him by 
industry bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57983/12]

16/01/2013WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the relevant information they have in this area is in respect of the amounts of 
contributions to various pension arrangements for which income tax and corporation tax relief 
is claimed and relates to contributions in relation to both the public and private sectors. The 
information is in respect of  contributions to Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) and Per-
sonal Retirement Savings Accounts (PRSAs) by self-employed individuals and employees in 
non-pensionable employment and also contributions by employees and employers via payrolls 
to occupational pension schemes and PRSAs. Contributions by companies on behalf of their 
employees are included in the figures provided by employers and these figures are derived from 
the annual P35 returns made by employers to the Revenue Commissioners. The total aggre-
gated amounts of all contributions for the years 2007 to 2011 (rounded to the nearest € million) 
are included in the following table. It should be noted that the figures in the table for the most 
recent years are provisional and are subject to revision.

Tax Year Contributions 
to RACs and 
PRSAs*€m

Contributions 
by Employees 
to Occupa-
tional Pension 
Schemes€m

Contributions 
by Employers 
to Occupa-
tional Pension 
Schemes and 
PRSAs on 
behalf of their 
Employees€m

Total€m

2007 1,2444,262 1,555 1,463 4,262
2008 1,1454,468 1,719 1,604 4,468
2009  8723,927 1,549 1,506 3,927
2010  7073,672 1,575 1,390 3,672
2011 Not Available-

Not Available
1,519 1,438 Not Available

* The information on RACs and PRSAs is based on income tax returns on Revenue records 
at the time the data were compiled for analytical purposes, representing approximately between 
85% and 95% of all returns expected, depending on when the data was extracted for each year. 
As is done for the purpose of compiling annual estimates of cost to the Exchequer, these basic 
figures are, in accordance with normal practice, grossed-up at aggregate level to adjust for the 
perceived level of incompleteness. Information in relation to RACs and PRSAs for the tax year 
2011 is not yet available as the returns have not yet been fully processed.

16/01/2013WRE02750Alcohol Pricing
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16/01/2013WRE02800108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance his future plans if any, to 
help alleviate hardship on publicans whose businesses have been adversely affected by the in-
crease in the price of alcoholic beverages in recent years and the unregulated competition from 
large retail chains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57989/12]

16/01/2013WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Because of successive price increases 
by the trade, the specific rather than ad valorem nature of the duties and the reduction of Alco-
hol Products Tax rates in Budget 2010, the value of excise duty rates on beer and wine (when 
measured as a percentage of retail prices) has fallen over the period 2002 to 2012.

In this context, prior to Budget 2013 there has been no general increase in the tax on alco-
hol products since 1994.  The most recent increase on beer was in 1994. Excise on cider was 
increased in Budget 2002 to bring it into line with the rate for beer.  Excise on spirits was in-
creased the following year, and this increase was also applied to spirits-based alcopops.  Excise 
on wine, with pro-rata increases for certain fermented and intermediate products, was increased 
in Budget 2009. There was a general decrease in rates for all alcohol products, of around 20% 
(inclusive of VAT), in Budget 2010.  There was no change in Budgets 2011 and 2012.  The 
Deputy should note that a 10 cent increase on beer still leaves the excise duty on beer below the 
2010 level. The expected yield from these increases is approximately €180 million, a significant 
part of the overall increased revenue requirement for 2013. 

The report of the National Substance Misuse Strategy Steering Group is a roadmap for the 
future direction of policy to deal with the misuse of alcohol.  Real and tangible proposals are 
currently being finalised on foot of the report’s recommendations.  My colleague, the Minister 
for Health intends to submit these proposals to the Government for consideration and approval 
as soon as possible.

It is emphasised that these proposals cover all of the areas mentioned in the report such as:

- Legislation on minimum unit pricing which is about setting a statutory floor price per 
gram of alcohol;

- access and availability of alcohol - including of course structural separation in retail 
units where alcohol is sold; and

- advertising and sponsorship.

As part of the process of developing these proposals, the Department of Health is in continu-
ing discussions with various Departments.  These include the Departments of Arts, Heritage 
and Gaeltacht; Transport, Tourism & Sport; Justice & Equality; and Communications, Energy 
& Natural Resources.

In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation, governing among others, minimum unit pricing, is continuing.  For example, in 
conjunction with Northern Ireland, a health impact assessment is being commissioned as part 
of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum unit pricing.  The health impact 
assessment will study the impact of different minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, 
crime and likely economic impact.

16/01/2013WRE02950Mortgage Debt

16/01/2013WRE03000109. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the residential investment mortgages issue. [57992/12]
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16/01/2013WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This question relates to the interest re-
striction applying to residential lettings, whereby the deductibility of interest in computing tax-
able rental income from residential property (insofar as it would otherwise be allowable) is lim-
ited to 75% of such interest.  This restriction was introduced in the April 2009 supplementary 
budget as part of an urgent revenue-raising package aimed at stabilising the public finances. The 
reduction in the level at which interest could be claimed for residential rental properties reduced 
the cost of this relief to the Exchequer by an estimated €95 million in a full year.

The context in which the 2009 measure was introduced, i.e. the need to stabilise public 
expenditure, still exists. Under the terms of the EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for 
Ireland, the State is committed to further substantial reductions in public expenditure.

16/01/2013WRE03150Tax Code

16/01/2013WRE03200110. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the arguments 
for and against a tax on stud farms; and if he will provide an estimate of the amount that may 
realistically be raised by such a tax. [58034/12]

16/01/2013WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the profits and gains arising from stud farms including, for example from the sale 
of horses and stallion services, are fully chargeable to income tax and corporation tax.  I am 
also advised that profits or gains from the sale of certain stallion services which arose prior to 
1 August 2008 were exempt from income tax and corporation tax. However, this exemption, 
which did not apply to any other profits arising from stud farms, was discontinued for such 
profits arising on or after 1 August 2008.

Since that date, stallions are treated as stock in trade and, where the stallion owner carries on 
a farming trade in the State, the purchase cost of a stallion may be written-off against the profits 
of that trade over a 4-year period at 25 per cent per annum.

As regards the tax yield from stud farm profits, I am advised by the Commissioners that, as 
income tax is assessed on the combined income of taxpayers after allowing appropriate deduc-
tions and reliefs, it is not possible to separately distinguish the tax arising on stud farm profits 
from the tax on other sources of income.

Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 91.

Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 94.

Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 94.

Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRE03750Property Taxation Application

16/01/2013WRE03800115. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that all local authorities must now make an allowance in their estimates to 
pay the property tax on local authority houses and that this will put a further burden on the rate 
payers if the moneys have to be paid and it will result in services being cut; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [58050/12]

16/01/2013WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In accordance with Section 11 of the 
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Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, local authorities will be liable to pay the Local Property 
Tax (‘LPT’).  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they are liaising with the De-
partment of the Environment, Community and Local Government on the mechanisms by which 
local authorities will pay the tax due.  Local authority owned properties have not been exempted 
from the LPT and they may increase rents to ensure that tenants of such housing units make 
a contribution to LPT, and to avoid anomalies that may otherwise have arisen.  For example, 
in instances where local authorities owned and rented out a property in an otherwise privately 
owned housing estate, the tenant in such a property would not have been subject to the local 
property tax, while residents in other properties would have been subject to it, whether directly 
as owners or indirectly as occupiers of private rental properties.  Such a situation would have 
clearly been unfair, and it is to avoid such issues that local authorities are liable to pay the LPT. 

It is clear that local authorities require sufficient funding to ensure that they can operate ef-
fectively across their range of functions and responsibilities, and the introduction of the Local 
Property Tax is designed to achieve this goal.  Income from the LPT will accrue to the local 
authorities to fund local services.  It will be the responsibility of each individual local authority 
to manage its budget appropriately, taking into account the income and liabilities that may arise 
from the LPT.

16/01/2013WRE03950Credit Unions Regulation

16/01/2013WRE04000116. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure the concerns 
of credit union members are addressed in the Credit Union Bill as set out in correspondence 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58061/12]

16/01/2013WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 was signed into law by the President on 19 December 2012 
and its provisions in relation to restructuring and stabilisation have been commenced.  The Act 
implements over 60 of the recommendations of the Final Report of the Commission on Credit 
Unions, which was agreed over a nine-month period by all Commission members, including 
credit union stakeholders.   

The Act was passed by both Houses following a positive and constructive debate, in the 
course of which I took on board a number of amendments to reflect issues raised by credit union 
representatives where these did not compromise important principles in the legislation.

Among the amendments were the following:

- Term limits were increased from 9 years out of 15 years to 12 years out of 15 years;

- A number changes to exclusions from board membership;

- The definition of financial services legislation was amended so that it is now clear that it 
refers to that legislation as it applies to credit unions; and

- the list of classes of investment that a credit union may invest in under Central Bank regu-
lations now specifically refers to public investment projects. 

I have also made it clear that regulatory directions to credit unions under the Central Bank 
(Supervision and Enforcement) Bill will be made appealable to IFSAT.

The Government has made its position clear regarding its support for shared services and 
there is nothing in the Act to prevent this.  However, on the issue of shared branching, I have 
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commissioned a report from the Credit Union Advisory Committee (CUAC) which is to be 
submitted to me by the end of Q2 this year.

I would like to point out that there is no statutory obstacle to a credit union providing elec-
tronic payment accounts and many already do so; therefore, no change to the Act was required 
in respect of that issue.  

The Question also refers to the development of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Central Bank and credit unions. The Central Bank has recently developed a consultation 
protocol for its engagement with the credit union movement.  This protocol has been developed 
following consultation between the Central Bank, the Minister, credit union representative bod-
ies and the Credit Union Advisory Committee. The protocol sets out how the Central Bank pro-
poses to engage with credit unions in any formal consultation process prior to the introduction 
of new regulations and states that the Bank is committed to having clear, open and transparent 
engagement with stakeholders in fulfilling its financial regulation and supervisory objectives.  
In the course of the debate on the Act, I made it clear that I do not favour a statutory MoU and 
nor was one recommended by the Commission.  We should be careful not to undermine the 
independence of the Central Bank must which must be able to act within its powers when re-
quired. 

The Commission Report recommends that in order to ensure that the role and responsibili-
ties of the board and management do not overlap and that board members have governance 
rather than executive responsibilities, the role of treasurer should be removed. In line with this, 
the Act removes the role of treasurer and assigns the relevant executive responsibilities to the 
management of the credit union.  However, the Act was amended so that the Board takes on the 
role of presenting the accounts to a credit union’s members.

In relation to the tiered regulatory approach, the Act provides that requirements are to be set 
according to the “nature, scale and complexity” of credit unions or categories of credit unions 
so that tiering will not be limited to considerations of size alone.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 102.

Questions Nos. 118 to 121, inclusive, answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRF00350Tax Reliefs Availability

16/01/2013WRF00400122. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will publish details of all of 
the authors, and the relevant publications which have taken advantage of the artist’s exemption 
scheme for non-fiction titles in each of the years 2009, 2010 and 2011. [1024/13]

16/01/2013WRF00425123. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications made 
for non-fiction works to be considered for inclusion under the artist’s exemption scheme; and 
the number of applications approved by the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2009, 
2010 and 2011. [1025/13]

16/01/2013WRF00450125. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details on 
the number of applications made to the Revenue Commissioners in 2009, 2010 and 2011 for 
consideration under the artist’s exemption scheme; the number of appeals made in relation to 
initially unsuccessful applications in these years; if he will provide details of the number of suc-
cessful appeals in these years; the names of those authors whose appeals were successful; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1027/13]
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16/01/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122, 
123 and 125 together. 

Details of all successful applicants under the artists’ exemption scheme, including authors 
of non-fiction writing, are published on the Revenue Commissioners website at http://www.
revenue.ie/en/tax/it/bodies-qualify-for-tax-relief.html  . The list is updated quarterly.

The following statistics in relation to the artists’ exemption scheme for the years 2009, 2010 
and 2011 have been supplied by the Revenue Commissioners:

- 2009 2010 2011
Total number of 
applications made 
under the scheme

534 445 417

Total number of ap-
plications approved 
by Revenue

386 387 308

Number of non-fic-
tion works approved 
by Revenue

61 41 56

Number of non-
fiction works that 
were not approved 
by Revenue

46 63 53

Number of appeal 
decisions by the Ap-
peal Commissioners

2 11 11

Number of appeals 
in favour of Revenue

1 6 4

Number of appeals 
in favour of the tax-
payer

1 5 7

All cases where the Appeal Commissioners decided in favour of the taxpayer are proceeding 
by way of case stated to the High Court.  The final outcome in these cases is therefore pending. 
Appeal Commissioners decisions are, however, taken into account by Revenue as part of their 
consideration of subsequent applications.

For reasons of confidentiality, the Revenue Commissioners cannot provide the names of the 
claimants who were successful at appeal.

16/01/2013WRF00550Tax Reliefs Application

16/01/2013WRF00600124. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider tightening up 
the criteria and the application of the artist’s exemption scheme for non-fiction publications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1026/13]

16/01/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 195 of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for an exemption from income tax for qualifying artistic works of up to 
€40,000 per annum. The exemption is subject to the high earners’ restriction, which limits the 
amount of specified tax reliefs that can be allowed in any one tax year.
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The guidelines which govern the exemption are drawn up by the Arts Council and the Min-
ister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, with the consent of the Minister for Finance. These 
guidelines determine, for the purposes of Section 195, whether a work is an original and cre-
ative work and whether it has, or is generally recognised as having, cultural or artistic merit. 
The Revenue Commissioners may consult with a person or body of persons, such as The Arts 
Council, which may be of assistance to them in reaching decisions in relation to Artists Exemp-
tion. These guidelines are currently under review.

The existing Guidelines are available on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/
tax/it/reliefs/artists-exemption.html.

Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 122.

Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRF01050Mortgage Interest Relief Application

16/01/2013WRF01100127. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the number of applicants per county per month that applied for mortgage interest relief 
on the purchase of homes in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1050/13]

16/01/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This is a matter for the Revenue Com-
missioners who are responsible for the administration of mortgage interest relief through the tax 
relief at source [TRS] system. I am informed by Revenue that applicant details are not main-
tained on a county basis as requested. However, the table provides the number of applicants that 
applied for mortgage interest relief on the purchase of homes in 2012 only and is set out on a 
monthly basis.   

2012 No. of New Loans
January 351
February 377
March 357
April 390
May 437
June 435
July 565
August 666
September 692
October 917
November 1,076
December 1,024
Total 7,287

16/01/2013WRF01250Vehicle Registration Issues

16/01/2013WRF01300128. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the recently in-
troduced changes to vehicle licence plates, if he will consider a system to allow the registration 
of second hand cars whereby purchasers could change the county identifier when they purchase 
the car; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1051/13]
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16/01/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Registration numbers are assigned un-
der section 131(5) of the Finance Act 1992. The registration number assigned at the time of first 
registration in the State remains assigned to that vehicle and must be displayed at all times until 
the vehicle is scrapped, destroyed or sent permanently out of the State.

I have no plans at present to change the legislation in that regard.

16/01/2013WRF01450Vehicle Registration Issues

16/01/2013WRF01500129. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the recently 
announced changes to vehicle registration and considering the merger of a number of city and 
county councils including Limerick, if he has plans to introduce a single identifier for cars reg-
istered in those local authority areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1052/13]

16/01/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they are planning to review the local authority index mark element of the vehicle 
registration number format during 2013.  

16/01/2013WRF01650Betting Legislation

16/01/2013WRF01700130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
Betting (Amendment) Bill; the progress that has been made on putting in place the structures 
to implement the proposed turnover levy on remote betting or Internet betting; if there is a spe-
cific timeframe for the introduction of the Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1060/13]

16/01/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance Act 2011 provides for the 
taxation of bets that remote bookmakers enter into with persons in the State. This means, for 
example, that a business which engages in online bookmaking and which accepts bets from 
people in this country will be liable for betting duty on those bets, irrespective of where that 
business is based. The existing betting duty (1%) will be applied to such bets. The Finance Act 
also provides for the taxation of Betting Exchanges under the new arrangements; however the 
calculation of the tax will take account of their particular business model, in other words a 15% 
tax on the commission charged. In addition, excise duties are being applied to the granting and 
renewal of remote bookmakers’ and remote betting intermediaries’ licences. 

The Betting (Amendment) Bill, published in July 2012, will establish the regulatory frame-
work for these licences. The tax changes provided for in the Finance Act can only be imple-
mented once the Betting (Amendment) Bill is enacted. It is hoped that the Betting (Amend-
ment) Bill will be put on the Dáil schedule early this year.

16/01/2013WRG00150Consumer Protection

16/01/2013WRG00200131. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the position pertaining in respect 
of a person if a bank fails to make a timely decision in respect of a complaint to that bank (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1071/13]

16/01/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that Chapter 10 of the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 outlines the require-
ments that a regulated entity must adhere to regarding errors and complaints resolution. How-
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ever, it should be noted that these requirements apply to the regulated activities of regulated 
firms operating in the State.

In the context of an AVC pension fund, (to which the Deputy refers), I am advised by the 
Central Bank that the trustees of the fund would be considered as “consumers” for the purposes 
of the Consumer Protection Code.  Therefore, a complaint from the trustees should be treated 
in accordance with Chapter 10 which provides that the regulated entity must attempt to investi-
gate and resolve a complaint within 40 business days of having received the complaint.  Where 
the 40 business days have elapsed and the complaint is not resolved, the regulated entity must 
inform the complainant of the anticipated timeframe within which the regulated entity hopes 
to resolve the complaint and must inform the consumer that they can refer the matter to the rel-
evant Ombudsman, and must provide the consumer   with the contact details of such Ombuds-
man.   In this case the relevant Ombudsman is the Pensions Ombudsman.

A copy of the Code is available on the Central Bank’s website: www.Centralbank.ie.

16/01/2013WRG00350Liquor Licensing Laws

16/01/2013WRG00400132. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the way in which fees pay-
able by a supermarket upon annual renewal of its intoxicating liquor licence are calculated; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1077/13]

16/01/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that there are a total of three categories of Off Licence, which supermarkets may 
hold. These categories are “Wine Retailer’s Off Licence”, “Spirit Retailer’s Off Licence” and 
“Beer Retailer’s Off Licence”. A supermarket may hold a combination of one, two or all three 
of these licenses.  

The current rate of duty payable for renewal of each Off-Licence category currently stands 
at  €500 per category and is payable to the Revenue Commissioners. The annual cost therefore 
depends on the number of licenses held at €500 each, the maximum cost being €1500 for all 
three categories of licence. 

Question No. 133 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRG00650Carbon Tax Implementation

16/01/2013WRG00700134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 94 of 20 December 2012, if there is any distinction between the way carbon tax 
is being extended to smokeless and non smokeless coal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1155/13]

16/01/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 78 Finance Act 2010, which pro-
vides for the taxation of solid fuel, does not differentiate between smokeless and non-smokeless 
coal; the rate of tax applied to solid fuel, including coal, is proportionate to the emissions of 
carbon dioxide from the combustion of the fuel.

16/01/2013WRG00850Mortgage Arrears Proposals

16/01/2013WRG00900135. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Finance in the instance whereby a fi-
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nancial institution (details supplied) has sold all rights, title, interests and benefits of a mortgage 
loan agreement to another financial institution, how stands a persons rights under the mortgage 
arrears protection scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1160/13]

16/01/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the financial 
institution whose details were supplied that any residential mortgage holder whose mortgage 
was part of the transaction referred to in the question will retain all their existing rights under 
the mortgage arrears protection scheme.

Questions Nos. 136 to 138, inclusive, answered with Question No. 91.

Question No. 139 answered with Question No. 94.

16/01/2013WRG01250Excise Duties Issues

16/01/2013WRG01300140. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the increase in excise duty on beer, spirits and wine; if he 
has any plans to re-think the excise duties before the Finance Bill comes into law; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1262/13]

16/01/2013WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I am sure the Deputy is aware there 
has been no general increase in the tax on alcohol products since 1994.  Prior to Budget 2013 
there were no increases on Beer since 1994. Excise on cider was increased in Budget 2002 to 
bring it into line with the rate for beer.  Excise on spirits was increased the following year, and 
this increase was also applied to spirits-based alcopops.  Excise on wine, with pro-rata increases 
for certain fermented and intermediate products, was increased in Budget 2009. There was a 
general decrease in rates for all alcohol products, of around 20% (inclusive of VAT), in Budget 
2010.  There was no change in Budgets 2011 and 2012.  The Deputy should note that a 10 cent 
increase on beer still leaves the excise duty on beer below the 2010 level. 

The expected yield from these increases in alcohol products tax is approximately €180 mil-
lion, a significant part of the overall increased revenue requirement for 2013.  Accordingly, I 
have no plans to amend the excise duty on alcohol in the context of the Finance Bill.

16/01/2013WRG01450Promissory Note Negotiations

16/01/2013WRG01500141. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if persons can look for-
ward to a deal being struck on the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation promissory notes being 
completed before the summer of 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1270/13]

16/01/2013WRG01512152. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
the next promissory note payment; if Ireland has made detailed proposals to address the resolu-
tion of this financial drain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1448/13]

16/01/2013WRG01525153. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if the promissory note 
issue was resolved, the envisaged impact on the national budgetary finances for 2012/13; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1449/13]

16/01/2013WRG01550189. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if there will be a deal com-
pleted on the promissory note in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[56514/12]
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16/01/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 141, 
152, 153 and 189 together.   

As the Deputies are aware, the Irish Government has been working extremely hard to secure 
a deal on the Irish bank debt with our European partners and detailed work will continue to en-
sure that positive moves in Europe are harnessed to maximise the benefit to the Irish taxpayer.

The on-going discussions are considering all options in relation to the promissory notes 
(in terms of the source of funding, the duration of the notes, the interest rate applicable etc.) as 
well as potential avenues for the wider bank debt deal and the impact of these options on IBRC. 
This work is one of the Government’s key priorities and will remain a key focus during the EU 
presidency.

The terms sought by the Government are those which achieve the best possible outcome for 
the Irish taxpayer. It is not possible to give guidance on the timing or potential outcome of the 
discussions as to do so could impede our ability to achieve the best possible results, but every 
effort is being made to expedite the on-going process.

I have previously stated that I am working to try and achieve a solution before the next 
scheduled instalment on the Promissory Note scheduled for March. It would be very difficult 
for Ireland to make a payment on that date and so we continue to work on a deal with our Eu-
ropean partners to resolve this issue.

16/01/2013WRG01650Banks Recapitalisation

16/01/2013WRG01700142. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the recapitalisation of Ireland’s remaining banks; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1271/13]

16/01/2013WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Council in October reaf-
firmed that “the Eurogroup will draw up the exact operational criteria that will guide direct bank 
recapitalisations by the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), in full respect of the 29 June 
2012 euro area Summit statement. It is imperative to break the vicious circle between banks 
and sovereigns.” 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Taoiseach and Chancellor Merkel spoke together follow-
ing the October European Council and discussed the unique circumstances behind Ireland’s 
banking and sovereign debt crisis, and Ireland’s plans for a full return to the markets. They re-
affirmed the commitment from June 29th to task the Eurogroup to examine the situation of the 
Irish financial sector with a view to further improving the sustainability of the well performing 
adjustment programme. They recognised, in this context, that Ireland is a special case, and that 
the Eurogroup will take that into account. 

As the establishment of a new supervisory mechanism is a pre-requisite for direct banking 
recapitalisation, it is likely that reaching an outcome here will take longer than our discussions 
in relation to the promissory notes.  Aside from the issue of when this new instrument will be-
come available, there is a host of other issues that have yet to be worked through such as how 
the ESM would run these banks, what governance arrangements would be put in place between 
the fund and the banks themselves and indeed between the ESM and Member State govern-
ments. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Irish Government has been working extremely hard to secure a 
deal on the Irish bank debt with our European partners and detailed work will continue to en-
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sure that positive moves in Europe are harnessed to maximise the benefit to the Irish taxpayer. 
This work is one of the Government’s key priorities and will remain a key focus during the EU 
presidency.

16/01/2013WRG01850Job Creation Issues

16/01/2013WRG01900143. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the 2012 targets set for his 
Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report on the attainment or 
otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is taking within his De-
partment to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1282/13]

16/01/2013WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Any matters relating to the jobs initia-
tive are dealt with by my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Mr Rich-
ard Bruton, TD.

16/01/2013WRH00150Prize Bonds

16/01/2013WRH00200144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of the total value of prize bonds at the end of December for each of the years 2010, 2011 and 
2012; and if he will state the total value of the prizes awarded for each of the same years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1301/13]

16/01/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Prize Bonds are one of the range of 
State Savings products offered by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA). The 
total value of prize bonds outstanding at the end of December 2010, 2011 and 2012 was €1,328 
million, €1,448 million and €1,648 and the value of prizes awarded each year was €36 million, 
€42 million and €46 million.

Consistent with a general reduction in market interest rates, the National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency reduced interest rates on the full range of State Savings products on 16 December 
2012. The rate of interest for the Prize Bond fund was reduced from 3% to 2.25% (effective 
from January 2013) and changes were made to the prize structure for lower value prizes so as 
to maintain the number of prizes at a high level.

As of January 2013, the top prize of €1 million (paid in the last weekly draw each month), 
the top prize of €20,000 paid in all other weekly draws and the five €1,000 prizes paid every 
week remain unchanged but the other lower value prizes were adjusted to take account of the 
new 2.25% rate of interest.

There are now 500 prizes of €100 and over 8,200 prizes of €50, whereas under the previous 
structure based on the 3% rate of interest, there were ten prizes of €250 and over 9,000 prizes 
of €75.

16/01/2013WRH00350Universal Social Charge Payments

16/01/2013WRH00400145. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify a query re-
garding the universal social charge in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [1307/13]

16/01/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
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missioners that there appears to be no record of any contact from the person in question either 
by phone or correspondence in relation to this issue. However, I can confirm the following in 
relation to the Universal Social Charge (USC) liabilities of the person. Prior to 2013, the maxi-
mum rate of USC payable by individuals aged 70 years or over was 4%, irrespective of the 
level of their income, unless they had self-employment income in excess of €100,000 for a tax 
year, in which case the maximum rate was increased to 7% on the amount of income in excess 
of €100,000.  The 2013 Budget amended the rates for USC from 2013 onwards. The position 
is that the standard rates of USC will now apply to those aged 70 and over who have aggregate 
income in excess of €60,000 per annum, which are as follows:   

  2% on the first €10,036
  4% on next €5,980
  7% on the balance.

  The most recent information available to Revenue indicates that the aggregate income of 
the person in question exceeds €60,000 each year. This is exclusive of any income from the 
Department of Social Protection. The Tax Credit Certificate for 2013, which issued on 19 
December 2012, correctly instructs the person’s pension providers that USC is to be charged 
at the above rates.

If the person’s aggregate income for 2013, exclusive of income from the Department of 
Social Protection, will be €60,000 or less he should contact Revenue, Fingal Tax District at ph: 
01-8277042, to clarify the situation. 

16/01/2013WRH00550Public Interest Directors Responsibilities

16/01/2013WRH00600146. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the recent at-
tendance of Pubic Interest Directors on the board of State supported banks at the Oireachtas 
Finance Committee and the level of responses and engagement that were provided by some in 
attendance, if he will provide details of the statutory responsibilities in terms of public account-
ability that these directors have; if he envisages extending the level of accountability that they 
should provide either to him, to the Oireachtas or to both; if he is permitted to change the public 
interest directors on the boards of State supported banks; if the directors are serving a fixed or 
unlimited term as public interest representatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1350/13]

16/01/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have stated many times before, the 
primary duty and responsibility of the public interest directors as well as all the other directors 
is to ensure that the institution on whose board they serve is run properly and appropriately. 
The responsibility of public interest directors under company law is to the institution on whose 
board they serve.    

The legal position is that any director appointed to the board of the covered institutions 
whether under the Credit Institutions (Financial Support) Scheme 2008 or otherwise is subject 
to the requirements of company law in relation to the discharge of their responsibilities as a 
company director. As such, the director is legally bound to act in what he or she believes are 
the interests of the separate legal entity that is the institution itself. These are the directors’ so 
called fiduciary responsibilities. To address the scope for actual and perceived conflicts between 
the fiduciary duties of the directors of financial institutions under company law and the wider 
public interest in circumstances where those institutions have received huge financial support 
from the State, legal clarity, not just to the role of the public interest director but to that of the 



Questions - Written Answers

192

entire boards of those institutions, was provided under Section 48 of the Credit Institutions (Sta-
bilisation) Act 2010. It provides that the overriding duty of directors of the covered institutions 
relates to the public interest as set out in the Act. 

Accordingly, public interest directors do not have a formal reporting relationship to the 
Minister or to the Department of Finance.  As Minister for Finance, I am strongly committed to 
ensuring that the boards of the covered institutions act at all times in a manner fully consistent 
with key public interest objectives for the banking sector.

The public interest directors serve at my request and it is the prerogative of the Government 
to request them to step down or be replaced. 

The public interest directors at Bank of Ireland do not have a specified time in office as 
stated in response to PQ 49476/12. The same situation applies to the public interest directors 
at AIB. In PTSB, as stated in PQ 49482/12 the public interest directors were appointed until 
30 September 2010 but have remained since that date as a replacement Government guarantee 
scheme has remained in place since then. The Memorandum and Articles of Association of 
the Permanent TSB require each director to retire every third year but in practice each public 
interest director has been subject to re-election by shareholders at each AGM since their ap-
pointment. 

Subsequent to the recent meeting of the Oireachtas Finance Committee I await with interest 
their deliberations. However, the Deputy should also be aware that officials from my Depart-
ment meet with representatives of the various banks on a regular basis – including a monthly 
management meeting with each covered institution at which the CEO would usually attend.

  Questions Nos. 147 and 148 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRH00850Fuel Prices

16/01/2013WRH00900149. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding the price of diesel; the actions or plans he is proposing to address on 
the concerns expressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1397/13]

16/01/2013WRH01000163. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to reduce the total 
tax take on marked diesel oil or to intorduce a rebate from the carbon tax for registered agricul-
tural contractors; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1489/13]

16/01/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149 
and 163 together. 

Ireland, as with other countries, has experienced an increase in fuel prices. This increase 
is an international phenomenon. Fuel prices are driven by a number of factors including the 
price of oil on international markets, exchange rates, production costs and refining costs. The 
rise in oil prices over recent periods reflected additional factors such as geopolitical uncertainty 
in Northern Africa and the Middle East with potential supply disruptions. Tax rates were not 
the main driver with increasing fuel prices. However, fuels prices have receded in recent times 
from highs experienced last year.

The Exchequer yield from excise, as excise is set at a nominal amount, does not increase as 
the price of fuels increase. On the other hand, the yield from VAT per litre of fuel, as VAT is set 
as a percentage of the price, increases as the price of fuels increase. 
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Contractors using machinery in the course of farming work are entitled to use Marked Gas 
Oil (MGO). The current excise duty including the carbon charge on MGO is 10.23 cents per 
litre, this compares to 47.9 cents per litre in respect of auto-diesel. In terms of VAT, the reduced 
VAT rate of 13.5% applies to MGO and the standard VAT rate of 23% applies to auto-diesel. 
MGO is therefore taxed more favourably compared to auto-diesel. I will not be introducing a 
tax rebate for users of MGO.

  Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRH01250EU-IMF Programme of Support Drawdowns

16/01/2013WRH01300151. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of financial 
support allocated by the Troika that has been drawn down to date; if he will estimate the total 
amount allocated that will be drawn down by the end of 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1447/13]

16/01/2013WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland’s EU-IMF Programme of Fi-
nancial Support, which is due to expire at the end of 2013, comes to €85 billion, of which we 
are providing €17.5 billion from our own resources, with the balance of €67.5 billion, being 
provided from the EU’s EFSF (€17.7 billion) and EFSM (€22.5 billion) facilities, the IMF 
(€22.5 billion) and bilateral loans of €4.8 billion (UK - €3.8 billion, Sweden - €0.6 billion and 
Denmark - €0.4 billion).  The table below, which has been provided by the NTMA, shows the 
loans drawn down by Ireland under the EU/IMF Programme as of 31 December 2012 (there 
have been no subsequent draw-downs).

Loans drawn down by Ireland under the EU/IMF Programme - as of 31st December 2012

Funding Mechanism Currency Currency Principal 
(Billion)

Net Eur 
drawdown(Billion)

European Financial 
Stability Facility

EUR 12.7 12.2

European Financial 
Stabilistation Mech-
anism

EUR 21.7 21.6

International Mon-
etary Fund

SDR* 16.5 19.0

UK Bilateral Loan GBP 2.0 2.5
Denmark Bilateral 
Loan

EUR 0.2 0.2

Sweden Bilateral 
Loan

EUR 0.3 0.3

 -  -  - Total: 55.7
Notes: The net euro drawdown figures are net of deductions including the prepaid margin 

on the first EFSF disbursement and discounts applied for below par issuance and also reflect the 
effect of foreign exchange transactions.

*The SDR is an international reserve asset, created by the IMF in 1969 to supplement its 
member countries’ official reserves.  Its value is based on a basket of four key international 
currencies (the euro, Japanese yen, pound sterling and U.S. dollar), and it can be exchanged for 
freely usable currencies
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As the total amount of the loans available to Ireland under the EU/IMF programme, which 
expires at the end of 2013, is €67.5 billion, at 31 December 2012 we had drawn down slightly 
less than 83% of the available funds.

The schedule for drawing down programme funding is agreed in advance between the EU, 
the ECB and the IMF (the Troika) and Ireland during the quarterly review process.  The sched-
ule agreed following the 8th review provides for the full draw down of the available funding, 
and any change to this would be subject to agreement with the Troika and consultation with the 
bilateral lenders. This drawdown schedule will of course be subject to review as we progress 
through this year.

  Questions Nos. 152 and 153 answered with Question No. 141.

16/01/2013WRH01550General Government Debt

16/01/2013WRH01600154. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the other sources of 
funding that may be drawn upon for Budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [1450/13]

16/01/2013WRH01700160. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated deficit 
reduction target in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1456/13]

16/01/2013WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 154 
and 160 together.

Targets for the underlying General Government balance (GGB) expressed as a percentage 
of Gross Domestic Product(GDP), covering the period 2012 to 2015, are set in table 9 on page 
C.18 of the Budget 2013 booklet. 

Under the Stability and Growth Pact, the general government deficit should not exceed 3% 
of GDP. As our current GGB is in excess of this, an Excessive Deficit Procedure applies. Under 
this Procedure, we have a target GGB of -2.9% of GDP in 2015.

For 2013, the target GGB is -7.5% of GDP and for 2014 the target is -5.1% of GGB. The 
Government remains committed to meeting these targets.

Regarding sources of funding for Budget 2014, Table 12 on page C.21 of the Budget 2013 
booklet sets out the projected revenue for the period 2013 to 2015. This table shows a projected 
General Government Deficit of €8.9 billion for 2014. This deficit will be funded by the activi-
ties of the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA).

As per NTMA’s press release on the 9th of January 2013, the NTMA intends to step up its 
re-engagement process with the market during 2013 so that Ireland is positioned to successfully 
exit the EU/IMF programme, having already eliminated the funding cliff presented by a €11.9 
billion bond repayment due in mid January 2014.

16/01/2013WRH01850Bond Markets

16/01/2013WRH01900155. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will estimate the 
level of financing for the State that will be raised this year on the bond markets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1451/13]
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16/01/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The NTMA has announced that it plans 
to raise €10 billion in the bond debt markets during 2013, of which one quarter has already been 
done in a syndicated tap issue carried out on 8 January. In addition, the NTMA will continue 
to raise shorter-term funds via the Treasury Bill auction programme and medium-term funds 
through the State Savings products.

16/01/2013WRH02050General Government Debt

16/01/2013WRH02100156. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cash-
in-hand from the National Treasury Management Agency and excluding funding from Troika 
sources that is available to fund the general deficit in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1452/13]

16/01/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At end 2012, the Exchequer had €19.3 
billion on hand in cash and deposits.  Because the proceeds of all borrowing, as well as tax 
revenue, are lodged to the Exchequer account to fund general expenditure, it is not possible to 
disaggregate the balance on that account by source.   

Total disbursements to date under the EU-IMF Programme amount to some €55.7 billion. 
This represents slightly less than 83% of the total external financing available under the Pro-
gramme. Ireland expects that a further €11.8 billion will be disbursed by the EU/IMF during 
2013.

The NTMA has announced that it intends to raise €10 billion in the debt markets in 2013, 
of which €2.5 billion has already been raised in a syndicated tap issue carried out on 8 January.

16/01/2013WRH02250Economic Growth Rate

16/01/2013WRH02300157. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the 
range of possible growth scenarios for 2013 and their potential impact on the economy here 
and the impact on the amount of money needed to run the State in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1453/13]

16/01/2013WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department’s latest forecasts are 
set out in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook which accompanied Budget 2013 and which was 
based on the Medium Term Fiscal Statement (MTFS) published on 24 November 2012. The 
baseline scenario is one in which real GDP grows by 1.5 per cent this year.  However, there is 
considerable uncertainty attached to the outlook at present, given the somewhat fragile situa-
tion in many of our main export markets. There is also uncertainty attached to the outlook for 
domestic demand in Ireland this year – for instance it is unclear how the household savings rate 
will evolve in the short term.

In this context, the MTFS outlines the impact of a number of scenarios based on the ESRI’s 
macroeconomic model (HERMES).  For instance, it is estimated that a 1 per cent reduction in 
world growth relative to the assumptions upon which the Department’s forecasts are based, 
would lower the real level of Ireland’s GDP relative to the baseline projection by 1.4 per cent in 
2013 and add around 0.5 percentage points to the general government deficit.  These HERMES 
results are broadly symmetric - similar but opposite results could be expected in the event of 
stronger-than-assumed world growth.

In addition, a one percentage point fall in the household savings rate relative to the assump-
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tions would boost GDP growth by around 0.4 per cent this year relative to the baseline and 
improve the deficit by around 0.2 per cent.  Again, these results are broadly symmetric.

16/01/2013WRH02450State Debt

16/01/2013WRH02500158. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will estimate the 
national debt at the start and end of 2013 and the ratio of the debt to GDP and GNP at the same 
time periods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1454/13]

16/01/2013WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The national debt at the start of 2013 
is €137.6 billion, as reported by the NTMA and available from their website. This represents 
105.2% of forecast 2012 GNP and 84.3% of forecast 2012 GDP.   Table 9 in the Budget 2013 
booklet projects an Exchequer deficit of €15.4 billion for 2013.

This results in a forecast national debt for end 2013 of €153 billion, which represents 114.3% 
of forecast 2013 GNP and 91.2% of forecast 2013 GDP. 

Information on general government debt projections are set out in table 10 on the Budget 
2013 booklet. The General Government Debt (GGD) is a measure of the total debt of the State 
and is the measure used for comparative purposes across the European Union.

16/01/2013WRH02650European Stability Mechanism

16/01/2013WRH02700159. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the level of support that 
he envisages will be available post-2013 for Irish budgets from the European Stability Mecha-
nism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1455/13]

16/01/2013WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The purpose of the ESM is to arrange 
funding and provide financial assistance, under strict economic policy conditionality, to the 
benefit of such ESM Members (i.e. Euro Area members) as may be either experiencing, or 
threatened by, severe financing problems, if seen as indispensable to safeguarding the financial 
stability of the euro area as a whole.

Ireland’s EU-IMF Programme runs to the end of this year and it is the Government’s inten-
tion to successfully exit from our EU/IMF programme at that time.  We are taking all steps 
necessary to achieve this objective.  This means meeting all of our commitments – as we have 
done to date. It also means securing a satisfactory outcome in relation to alleviating the cost of 
our banking support measures.    

Both the EU and IMF have in place facilities that allow countries that have exited pro-
grammes and find they are unable to fully fund themselves to receive support. The ESM will 
be the source of such funding from the EU. Such facilities of course involve additional condi-
tionality.

On our successful exit from our programme I fully expect that Ireland will be able to fund 
itself through the international financial markets. In that context, the availability of the ESM to 
Ireland, as to all other Euro Area member states, provides a safety net, or insurance policy, that 
gives reassurance to financial markets on the availability of a funding source. The availability 
to Ireland of a credible funding backup as provided by the ESM Treaty will be very important 
in terms of market re-entry and leaving the EU / IMF Programme of Support.  However, I do 
not expect that we will need to avail of this.
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  Question No. 160 answered with Question No. 154.

16/01/2013WRH02950Alcohol Pricing

16/01/2013WRH03000161. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase duty 
on the higher alcohol products like spirits and on non-returnable long drinks, especially cans, 
which are sold predominately in the off-licence trade where there is no control on the amount 
that can be consumed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1473/13]

16/01/2013WRH03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that EU Di-
rective 92/93, which governs the structure of alcohol taxation, requires that such taxes are ap-
plied by reference to the nature and strength of the product rather than the means of packaging 
or the type of premises in which the product is sold.

As I am sure the Deputy is aware I received a large number of pre-Budget submissions 
including a proposal for the introduction of a lid-on levy from vintners’ organisations. Prelimi-
nary advice suggests that the proposal may not be consistent with the EU Directive concerning 
the general arrangements for excise duty on alcohol products.

A National Substance Misuse Strategy was established in 2009. Its report in 2012 made rec-
ommendations in relation to the development of policy to deal with a wide range of key issues 
relating to the supply, pricing, availability and marketing of alcohol – including the question of 
a minimum price for alcohol - along with measures for the policy areas of prevention strategies, 
treatment, rehabilitation and substance dependency, research and information. Those issues are 
being dealt with by the Minister of State at the Department of Health, Mr Alex White TD.  

 In the EU, Ireland has the highest tax rate for sparkling wine, the third highest for still wine 
and fourth highest for beer and spirits.

16/01/2013WRH03150Tax Code

16/01/2013WRH03200162. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the rate of tax in total on a litre 
of marked diesel oil including carbon tax, excise duty and VAT; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1488/13]

16/01/2013WRH03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, based on a market price of €930 per 1000 litres, the total tax on marked diesel oil 
is €212.9 per 1000 litres or €0.21 cent per litre.

  Question No. 163 answered with Question No. 149.

  Question No. 164 answered with Question No. 94.

16/01/2013WRH03550Mortgage Interest Rates Issues

16/01/2013WRH03600165. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance the measures he has considered 
to regulate the mortgage interest rates being applied by certain lenders particularly sub prime 
lenders; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that borrowers form these lenders find it dif-
ficult to refinance their mortgages with other providers and so are trapped paying penalty rates; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1534/13]
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16/01/2013WRH03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has respon-
sibility for the regulation and supervision of financial institutions in terms of consumer protec-
tion and prudential requirements and for ensuring ongoing compliance with applicable statu-
tory obligations. However, the Central Bank has no statutory role in the setting of interest rates 
by regulated financial institutions, apart from the interest rate cap imposed on the credit union 
sector in accordance with the provisions of the Credit Union Act, 1997. The mortgage interest 
rates that financial institutions operating in Ireland charge to customers are determined as a re-
sult of a commercial decision by the institutions concerned. This interest rate is determined tak-
ing into account a broad range of factors, including European Central Bank base rates, deposit 
rates, market funding costs, the competitive environment and an institution’s overall funding.

However, as part of the Central Bank’s work on mortgage arrears, lenders were asked to 
consider all avenues to help customers in arrears, including interest rate reductions.  This is 
particularly relevant to the sub-prime lenders who historically charge higher rates on higher risk 
loans.  Currently, several lenders do consider a temporary interest rate reduction but this is on 
a case by case basis.

Lending institutions are independent commercial entities and, as such, it is a commercial de-
cision for each lender to decide what loans they will provide or agree to have switched to them.

16/01/2013WRH03750NAMA Loan Offers

16/01/2013WRH03800166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question 115 of 25 September 2012, if he will provide an assessment of the profit foregone in 
the National Asset Management Agency as a result of the proscription in section 99 and 202 
of the NAMA Act 2009, blocking NAMA from selling assets to borrowers who are in default.  
[1548/13]

16/01/2013WRH03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that Sections 
99 and 202 of the NAMA Act 2009 relate to debtor confidentiality, not to the sale of assets.   We 
assume the Deputy is referring to Section 172 of the NAMA Act which relates to Limitations 
on certain dealings in land etc. As NAMA is not permitted to sell assets to borrowers in default, 
neither I nor NAMA are in a position to assess the potential foregone profit (if any) if NAMA 
were permitted to sell assets to borrowers in default. 

16/01/2013WRH03950NAMA Loans Sale

16/01/2013WRH04000167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions 179, 180, 181 and 182 of 16 October 2012, if the National Asset Management Agency 
sells loans without placing such loans. on the open market  [1549/13]

16/01/2013WRH04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that its policy 
in relation to loan sales, as with the sale of properties by its debtors and receivers, is that they 
should, where practicable, be openly marketed.  For this purpose, two panels of loan sale advi-
sors have been approved for loan sales in the US and in Ireland/Britain/Europe. NAMA advises 
that, to date, it has chosen in a number of cases to sell loans through loan sale brokers in the 
US and in some continental European jurisdictions where the sale of loans is a widely practiced 
method of realising the value of the secured property.  In Ireland and Britain the sale of loans 
has mainly been in response to approaches to NAMA by third parties.  NAMA advises that, 
after receiving such approaches, loan sale brokers have been appointed to market the loans and 
to deal with offers from the original bidder and other interested parties.   
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NAMA advises also that in certain cases a loan sale may follow the open marketing of the 
related property. NAMA points out that in a limited number of cases where properties or port-
folios of properties have been openly marketed, the preferred bidder has ultimately suggested 
acquiring the related loans rather than the properties, with the value of the loans fully reflecting 
the successful bid for the underlying property.  

NAMA advises that in situations where an offer of full par value is received for a loan, there 
is no merit in further marketing the loan if NAMA has no entitlement beyond the full repayment 
of the loan.  In such cases, a loan may be sold without open marketing.

16/01/2013WRJ00150NAMA Loan Book

16/01/2013WRJ00200168. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions 179, 180, 181 and 182 of 16 October 2012, to confirm the original book value of loans sold 
by the National Asset Management Agency since his response [1550/13]

16/01/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that the origi-
nal par value of loans sold from inception to end-December 2012 is €2.4 billion.   I am further 
advised by NAMA that this is not a metric they would typically release in isolation as it does 
not reflect the true progress of NAMA’s resolution of its portfolio. I would encourage you to 
read the 2012 year-end review available on NAMA’s website which provides a more complete 
picture of NAMA’s progress to date. 

16/01/2013WRJ00350NAMA Legal Fees

16/01/2013WRJ00400169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 229 and 230 of 13 November 2012, if he will outline the approach by the National 
Asset Management Agency in assessing the recoverability of legal fees incurred in pursuit of 
certain loans and borrowers. [1551/13]

16/01/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that costs may 
be recoverable under the terms of the facility or security documentation and therefore are con-
tractually for the account of the debtor.  NAMA further advises that legal costs may also be 
recoverable because they are made expressly for the account of the debtor in new facility or 
security documentation or as an express condition of NAMA providing support or forbearance 
to the debtor. Each debtor is assessed for recoverability of all loan balances biannually, 30th 
June and 31st December, as part of the impairment exercise.

16/01/2013WRJ00550Investor Compensation Company Limited

16/01/2013WRJ00600170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No.46 of 12 December, 2012, and further to a report in a national newspaper (details sup-
plied) which states in relation to Custom House Capital that the collapse of the entity will leave 
the State out of pocket by €15m, if he will reconfirm that the Investor Compensation Company 
Limited is entirely self-funding. [1552/13]

16/01/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm the Investor Compensa-
tion Company [‘ICCL’] is 100% funded through annual contributions from the financial servic-
es industry.  In relation to Custom House Capital Limited (in liquidation) [‘CHC’], the total cost 
of compensation required to be paid under the Investor Compensation Act 1998, as amended, 
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will be met by the ICCL.  None of the liability in respect of the ICCL’s compensation payments 
to former CHC clients will fall on the State. The Deputy may wish to note that the ICCL’s web-
site www.investorcompensation.ie provides information on how it is funded and also contains 
a copy of the Annual Report and Audit Accounts of the Company for the financial year ending 
31st July 2012.

16/01/2013WRJ00750Seed Capital Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRJ00800171. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on the possible seed capital for a new business setting up in the the northside; and if he will 
advise on where finances may be applied for. [1596/13]

16/01/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Seed Capital Scheme allows an 
individual, who makes a qualifying investment in a company, to set off the amount of that 
investment against his or her taxable income in any of the previous 6 years. The activities of 
the company are required to constitute a qualifying new venture. The individual is required to 
take up full-time employment with the company and to hold at least 15% of the issued ordinary 
share capital for the required holding period, which is usually three years.    The scheme has 
been considerably simplified for investments made on or after 25 November 2011. 

The following is an example of the way the scheme works in the case of an   individual who 
invests €20,000 in a qualifying company on 01/01/2013:

The individual may set off the amount of that investment against his or her taxable income 
in any of the previous 6 years. The individual nominates, say, 2009 as the refund year and 
makes a claim to Revenue’s Incentives Branch on the relevant forms providing details of the 
company concerned and the investment. If the individual earned €20,000 in 2009 that was taxed 
at the higher rate of income tax (41%), where that tax has not been repaid by reference to any 
other scheme or relief, he or she will receive a refund of tax of €8,200 i.e. 41% of €20,000.

I understand that the Deputy has asked a similar question of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation who has responsibility for certain State Agencies such as Enterprise Ireland. 
Further information on possible sources of funding may be set out in the response from the 
Minister.

16/01/2013WRJ00950VAT Rates Exemptions

16/01/2013WRJ01000172. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of the constraints 
imposed by the requirements of EU VAT law, he will consider the introduction of a scheme to 
refund VAT collected on a defibrillator purchased by a sports club or charitable body in view of 
the public benefit accruing from their being widely available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1624/13]

16/01/2013WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. Defibrilla-
tors, other than implantable defibrillators, are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%.  
As you are aware, there is no provision in the EU VAT Directive that would make it possible to 
exempt from VAT or apply a zero rate to the supply of such products.     Under the VAT (Refund 
of Tax) (No.15) Order, 1981 it is possible for individuals to obtain repayment of VAT expended 
on certain goods and appliances which assist persons with a disability to overcome that disabil-
ity.  In this context, a defibrillator purchased by or on behalf of an individual may qualify for 
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a VAT refund.  However, a defibrillator purchased for general use by a sports body or charity 
would not qualify for such a refund. 

  Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 102.

16/01/2013WRJ01250Carbon Tax Collection

16/01/2013WRJ01300174. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance the mechanism he 
plans to use to ensure that carbon tax on solid fuels is collected by Northern Ireland based 
wholesalers of solid fuels selling into the Republic of Ireland market; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1636/13]

16/01/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the Air Pollution Act, 1987 (Marketing, Sale and Distribution of Fuels)(Amend-
ment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 270 of 2011), made by the Minister for the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government, specifies the standards for coal placed on the market and ex-
tends the regulatory framework in relation to the distribution and sale of coal in the State. Under 
the Regulations, all coal suppliers are obliged to register with the Environmental Protection 
Agency and comply with sulphur content and packaging standards. In particular, the sulphur 
content of coal that may be sold in the State, which is not more than 0.7% sulphur by weight, 
is lower than that in Northern Ireland and therefore coal supplied to Northern Ireland standards 
for sale on that market may not be sold in the State. Compliance with the Regulations will be 
enforced by the Local Authorities.     The Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the 
collection of carbon tax on solid fuels, also advise me that on commencement of the carbon tax 
provisions under the Finance Act 2010, any Northern Ireland-based wholesaler of solid fuels 
selling into the market in Ireland will be obliged to register as a supplier and comply with the 
same regulatory requirements as wholesalers based in the State. Such suppliers will be obliged 
to make returns on solid fuels supplied in the State in the accounting period concerned and pay 
the amount of carbon tax due in respect of that supply. 

16/01/2013WRJ01450Proposed Legislation

16/01/2013WRJ01500175. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that VAT legislation is preventing tenant purchase funding from being raised and if 
he will outline his plans to bring forward legislation to deal with this anomaly; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1641/13]

16/01/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy’s question 
refers to the ability of local authority tenants to access funding to cover the VAT-inclusive cost 
of buying a local authority house where the transaction is liable to VAT.  VAT is a European 
Community wide-tax governed by Council Directive 2006/112/EC and all Member States must 
ensure their domestic VAT legislation complies with this Directive.  VAT legislation in Ireland 
in relation to property disposals is in compliance with the VAT Directive and applies equally to 
local authorities and any other person dealing in property. It is not possible to disregard charg-
ing VAT on a residential property because the purchase forms part of a local authority scheme.

16/01/2013WRJ01650Contingent Capital Notes

16/01/2013WRJ01700176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the announcement 
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that negotiations to sell Bank of Ireland Contingent Capital Notes had concluded, if he will 
confirm the way he ensured that all potential buyers of the CCNs had equal access to all infor-
mation required to make an investment decision.  [1726/13]

16/01/2013WRJ01800177. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the announcement 
of his Department on 9 January 2013 that negotiations to sell €500 million to €1 billion of Bank 
of Ireland Contingent Capital Notes has concluded, if he will confirm if the sale had been dis-
cussed by the Board of Bank of Ireland; the date or dates on which it was discussed and if he 
had been lobbied or received requests from other investors in Bank of Ireland or their represen-
tatives urging a disposal of the CCNs. [1727/13]

16/01/2013WRJ01900208. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if, in respect of the sale of 
the €1 billion note of contingent capital in Bank of Ireland, the sale was handled by the National 
Treasury Management Agency or his Department; if the sale was advertised; the way the sale 
will impact on the Exchequer deficit for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1918/13]

16/01/2013WRJ02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to answer questions 176, 177 
and 208 together.

As announced by my Department last week the State was successful in disposing of its en-
tire €1 billion holding of Contingent Capital Notes (CCN’s) in Bank of Ireland. The transaction 
followed an initial approach by a number of investment banks to the Department late last year 
which indicated that there was sizeable investor interest in the State’s CCN instruments and par-
ticularly the holding in Bank of Ireland. The Sale was managed by officials in the Department’s 
Shareholder Management Unit, with many years’ experience working in financial markets and 
was not only timed to take advantage of the improving sentiment towards Ireland and its banks 
but the huge rally seen in international debt markets which has continued into 2013.

The transaction when announced saw the State presented with the opportunity to dispose of 
a minimum of €500 million of its position at a price of par. This stemmed from an underwrite 
provided by the consortium of banks – UBS, Deutsche Bank and Davy – having done a prelimi-
nary assessment of market appetite for the notes. In the end the book build process generated 
significant excess demand to enable the State to dispose of its entire holding in the bonds at a 
price of 101% of their par value plus accrued interest. This generated a profit for the State of 
€10 million. Taking account of the coupon paid to the State last year, the taxpayer has earned a 
total return of over 15% in the space of 18 months.

My officials had full visibility during the book build and pricing phases and were also pro-
vided with some valuation advice from NCB Stockbrokers which helped inform their judge-
ment. The transaction was well received in the market and indeed the bond traded a few points 
higher in the after-market during its first few days of trading. This reflects a market recognition 
of a very successful transaction for Ireland, one in which we have exited this element of sup-
port to our banks with a profit. It points to a recognition that Ireland is successfully working to 
correct the very deep failings that have affected us in the past number of years. In recognising 
this, however, we must also acknowledge that this after market price is for a very small volume 
of stock compared with the €1bn size of the transaction.

The transaction was settled on Tuesday the 15th of January and the State was paid proceeds 
of just over €1,056 million, comprising principal of €1,000 million, interest accrued of over €46 
million covering the period 29th July 2012 to date, and a profit of €10 million. As we will use 
the proceeds of this sale to reduce the State’s indebtedness, it will reduce the critically important 
debt/GDP ratio by 0.6 per cent. 
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The 2013 Exchequer’s position is improved by the full €1,056 million received plus an 
estimated additional €38 million debt service saving because of the reduction in the Exchequer 
Borrowing Requirement giving a gross improvement of €1,094 million.  However, this will be 
offset by the loss of €100m interest that had been due in July 2013.  This reduction in antici-
pated Exchequer receipts means that the net improvement in the Exchequer’s position in 2013 
will be just under €1 billion.  In 2014, when there will be no further capital receipts or interest 
income in relation to this coco, the Exchequer effect is estimated to be a reduction of €47m, 
which is the interest differential on €956 million of borrowings between the Exchequer borrow-
ing rate and the Bank of Ireland interest rate.

The State’s  investment in these instruments dates back to the 2011 PCAR exercise, and the 
successful exit from a large portion of this position  represents another step along the road to 
normalising the State’s relationship with the banking sector. It is government policy to separate 
the State from its’ banks, a policy which I believe has shared support in this house. This policy 
will see the State this year remove the guarantee of bank deposits and liabilities which dates 
back to September 2008 and it also requires us to exit our bank investments over time and when 
conditions allow. It is true that as the CCN investments were earning the State a generous 10% 
return per annum, the exchequer will have to forgo this income but will also reduce its risk 
exposure to the banking sector. The State made this investment only out of necessity and it is 
pleasing that we have been able to exit this portion of our investment early and profitably. 

I can further confirm that I was not lobbied nor received requests from other investors urg-
ing a disposal of the CCN’s while Bank of Ireland have informed me that as one would expect 
with a transaction of this nature, it was discussed and considered at appropriate levels in Bank 
of Ireland including at the Board. However the Bank does not provide further disclosure on 
such deliberations. 

16/01/2013WRJ02050Tax Yield

16/01/2013WRJ02100178. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos 189 and 190 of 16 October 2012, the reason his claim that the effective 
corporation tax rate is 11.9% when in answer to parliamentary questions, his answer showed 
total manufacturing profits in 2012 at €28,762 million and other trading profits at €41,196 mil-
lion and a total income figure at €61,034 million, whereas total corporation tax paid was €4,246 
million suggesting a far lower effective tax rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1738/13]

16/01/2013WRJ02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy has already been advised 
in Parliamentary Question 190 referred to above, there is no agreed international methodology 
for calculating the effective rate of corporation tax. In the same answer, to illustrate the debate 
on the topic, I referred to an estimate from a report produced by the World Bank and PriceWa-
terhouseCoopers which put the effective rate in Ireland at 11.9% (Paying Taxes, 2013).  This 
comparative report looked at 183 countries and calculated the effective rate based on the tax 
obligations of a standardised company operating in each country, using standard assumptions 
regarding exemptions, deductions and allowances.  I also referred to a study by the European 
Commission (Taxation Trends in the EU 2011  ), which indicates Ireland has an effective cor-
porate tax rate which is close to or indeed higher than the statutory 12.5% rate (this is likely 
because of the 25% rate that applies generally to non-trading income).

I have been clear that my Department does not take ownership of these reports, but rather 
have quoted them to give the Deputy an example of the differences that exist in comparative 
studies on effective tax rates, depending on how the rate is calculated or who carries out the 
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calculation.

Regarding the figures that the Deputy is referring to in the question above, I should clarify 
that the figures given in response to Parliamentary Questions 189 and 190 related to 2010 and 
not 2012.  

Such data is contained in the Statistical Reports which are published annually by the Rev-
enue Commissioners on their website – www.revenue.ie  .  The Deputy should be made aware 
that manufacturing and trading profits quoted in the question are the amounts of trading profits 
before certain trade-related deductions and charges are deducted to arrive at taxable profits, 
the figure on which the charge to tax is initially assessed on a gross before credits basis.  The 
amount of taxable profits on which gross corporation tax was assessed for the year 2010 was 
€41,215.6 million and gross tax was €5,422 million.  

Furthermore, it should be noted that certain credits are deducted after the calculation of 
gross corporation tax. Some of the main credits applicable in the tax year 2010 and deducted 
after the calculation of gross tax were double taxation relief, manufacturing relief, credit for 
withholding tax on fees and research and development tax credit.  The total net corporation tax 
which emerged after discounting for all credits was €4,246 million.

I would refer the Deputy to the tables contained in the response to Parliamentary Question 
179, which will shortly be published in the 2011 report on the website of the Revenue Commis-
sioners and which set out the corporation tax figures for 2010 in full. 

16/01/2013WRJ02250Corporate Tax Compliance

16/01/2013WRJ02300179. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the 
most up to date figures on corporate profits declared and corporate taxes paid for 2011 and 2012 
including tables CTSI for these years and other tables in the possession of the Revenue Com-
missioners showing a more detailed breakdown in the application of allowances, deductions 
and write downs applied to declared profits, reducing the total corporation tax liability; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1739/13]

16/01/2013WRJ02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the relevant information is contained in Tables CTS 1,CTS 2 and CTS 3 of the 
Statistical Reports published annually by the Commissioners and which can be found on the 
Revenue website at www.revenue.ie. The latest year for which information is published from 
that source is for 2009 which is contained in the 2010 report.    The corresponding informa-
tion for 2010 is set out in the following tables. This will be published in the 2011 report on the 
website. Data for the year 2011 and 2012 is not yet available. Included with these tables is a 
new explanatory table which outlines the process by which the final liability to corporation tax 
is arrived at for 2010.

Explanatory Note Regarding the Calculation of Total Taxable Income Figure Shown in Ta-
ble CTS3.

The following is a brief explanation of how the total taxable income figure of €41,215m 
shown in table CTS3 is calculated. In table CTS3 certain allowances, deductions  and reliefs 
are allowed at various points in the table and in some cases in a different panel. For example 
figures of trading charges are shown in the trading results panel of table CTS3 but they do not 
affect the calculations shown in CTS3 until after the “deductions” panel preceding the total tax-
able income figure.
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The calculation details all of the deductions and allowances that were actually allowed  
on the 2010 CT returns against total gross profits before arriving at total taxable income  . It 
should be noted that the amounts shown for certain allowances such as capital allowances or 
losses in the table below differ from the amounts shown in table CTS3 as this calculation shows 
the amounts actually used and absorbed against trading income. Table CTS3 presents the fig-
ures as claimed in their entirety.  Various credits are also applied after the calculation of gross 
tax at the various rates but these are not shown but are listed on table CTS3.

Calculation of Total Taxable Income Figure Shown in Table CTS 3

- €m €m
Gross Trade Profits 70,804 [The trade prof-

its and balancing 
charges included in 
section A of CTS 3]

Less deductible 
amounts as follows:
Capital Allowances 12,296 [The portion of  

capital allowance 
claims included in 
section A of CTS3 
that are used in the 
year against trading 
income]

PlusTrade Loss For-
ward

3,870 [The portion of  
loss forward claims 
included in sec-
tion A of CTS3 
that are used in the 
year against trading 
income. These are 
called trading losses 
on table CTS3.]

PlusCurrent Year 
Trading Losses

131 [The portion of  cur-
rent year trading 
losses claims includ-
ed in section A of 
CTS3 that are used 
in the year against 
trading income. 
These are called 
losses appropriate 
to this trade on table 
CTS3.]

PlusTrade Charges 11,695 [The portion of  
trade charges claims 
included in section 
A of CTS3 that are 
used in the year 
against trading in-
come]
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- €m €m
PlusGroup Relief 2,747 [The portion of  

group relief claims 
included in section 
A of CTS3 that are 
used in the year 
against trading in-
come. This does not 
include group relief 
that is used against 
non-trading income]

EqualsTotal amounts 
deducted 

(30,739)

Net trading Income 
after losses, charges 
and group relief but 
before non-trade 
charges and other 
deductions

40,065 [This is net trading 
income from section 
A on table CTS3 
after charges, losses 
and group relief but 
before and non-trade 
charges and other 
deductions]

Gross Rental Income  699 [From section B of 
CTS 3]

Less Rental Allow-
ances Used
Rental Losses 
Forward and rental 
capitalAllowances  

(152) [The portion of these 
allowances from sec-
tion B of CTS3 that 
are used in the year]

Plus Net Rental 
Income

547

Plus Other Profits / 
Capital Gains

5,849 [From Section C of 
CTS 3]

Less Deductions
Management Ex-
penses

415 [From Section E of 
CTS 3]

Plus Excess Capital 
Allowances

 15 [From Section E of 
CTS 3]

Plus Other Deduc-
tions

4,804 [From Section E 
of CTS 3 – such as 
non-trade charges 
including non-trade 
charges from other 
group companies]

Plus Excepted Trade 
Losses

12 [From Section E of 
CTS 3]

Equals (5,246)
Net Taxable Income/
profits

41,215
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 CORPORATION TAX STATISTICS, 2010

Table CTS1 – Distribution Of Incomes and Tax

Range Of 
Net Trad-
ing Income 
and Gains 
(before de-
ductions and 
charges)

 - Manu-
factur-
ing 
Trading 
Profits 

Other 
Trading 
Profits 
(Includ-
ing 
Ship-
ping)

Net 
Trading 
Income 
(before 
deduc-
tions 
and 
charges)

Net 
Case V     
(Rent)

Re-
grossed 
Capital 
Gains

Total 
Income 
and 
Gains( 
before 
deduc-
tions and 
charges)

Total 
Taxable 
Income

Tax 
Due 
Includ-
ing Re-
funds

Negative No. 512 17,893 95,278 4,477 547 17,385 16,297 16,920
or Nil Amnt.

(€m)
885.6 7,401.6 0.0 446.9 503.2 4,913.5 3,632.3 245.8

€1  - No. 206 13,622 13,883 270 40 13,871 13,308 12,699
€25,000  Amnt.

(€m)
103.1 1,363.5 108.5 8.3 17.5 249.2 173.5 25.8

€25,001  - No. 105 3,519 3,598 119 14 3,596 3,428 3,292
€50,000  Amnt.

(€m)
9.4 198.2 128.9 3.5 1.2 151.3 140.4 18.8

€50,001  - No. 74 1,945 2,009 111 11 2,008 1,922 1,869
€75,000  Amnt.

(€m)
9.3 170.1 123.2 4.7 8.4 144.7 133.1 19.3

€75,001  - No. 51 1,318 1,356 78 10 1,354 1,288 1,252
€100,000  Amnt.

(€m)
7.6 156.6 117.5 3.1 0.5 126.9 116.2 16.6

€100,001  - No. 153 2,663 2,758 182 24 2,757 2,653 2,601
€200,000  Amnt.

(€m)
32.8 511.3 392.0 6.4 12.3 434.2 396.6 50.1

€200,001  - No. 65 1,272 1,319 110 16 1,318 1,264 1,238
€300,000  Amnt.

(€m)
26.1 387.6 322.7 5.5 1.5 342.2 307.1 37.0

€300,001  - No. 64 694 725 64 11 724 697 687
€500,000  Amnt.

(€m)
31.9 224.4 199.6 5.9 1.8 212.2 181.5 21.7

€500,001  - No. 29 295 308 34 4 308 285 285
€600,000  Amnt.

(€m)
31.5 183.9 169.4 2.2 0.4 179.7 149.1 17.7

€600,001  - No. 36 246 269 20 5 269 247 243
€700,000  Amnt.

(€m)
28.8 199.7 173.4 14.0 2.4 210.2 174.2 20.8

€700,001  - No. 29 187 206 15 3 206 190 186
€800,001  - No. 24 135 149 11 6 149 139 140
€900,000  Amnt.

(€m)
53.5 137.6 125.9 0.6 24.7 156.4 138.2 17.7

€900,001  - No. 20 122 134 8 3 134 123 127
€1,000,000  Amnt.

(€m)
21.2 141.2 127.5 0.5 0.4 132.2 114.8 13.5

€1,000,001  
-

No. 233 1,138 1,255 117 23 1,255 1,148 1,143

€5,000,000  Amnt.
(€m)

653.9 3,086.4 2,807.4 11.0 29.4 3,259.6 2,671.1 267.5
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Range Of 
Net Trad-
ing Income 
and Gains 
(before de-
ductions and 
charges)

 - Manu-
factur-
ing 
Trading 
Profits 

Other 
Trading 
Profits 
(Includ-
ing 
Ship-
ping)

Net 
Trading 
Income 
(before 
deduc-
tions 
and 
charges)

Net 
Case V     
(Rent)

Re-
grossed 
Capital 
Gains

Total 
Income 
and 
Gains( 
before 
deduc-
tions and 
charges)

Total 
Taxable 
Income

Tax 
Due 
Includ-
ing Re-
funds

€5,000,001  
-

No. 41.0 227.0 247.0 18.0 4.0 247.0 230.0 228.0

€10,000,000  Amnt.
(€m)

305.8 1,752.7 1,741.2 4.9 6.3 1,829.8 1,444.0 172.9

Over No. 120 429 463 48 13 463 433 431
€10,000,000  Amnt.

(€m)
26,504.8 24,847.7 47,695.2 27.2 29.6 48,264.7 31,073.7 3,256.7

All Cases No.                    
1,810 

         
46,120 

       
124,404 

         
5,722 

                
738 

          
46,491 

            
44,069 

         
43,756 

- Amnt.
(€m)

28,762.0 41,195.9 54,637.7 547.5 645.4 61,033.9 41,215.6 4,245.7

CORPORATION TAX STATISTICS, 2010

Table CTS2  -  Distribution of selected allowances, reliefs and deductions

 Range 
Of Net 
Trading 
Income 
(before 
deduc-
tions and 
charges)

Manu-
factur-
ing  
Capital 
Allow-
ances

Non-
Man-
ufac-
turing  
Capital 
Allow-
ances

Plant 
and 
Ma-
chinery

Indus-
trial 
Build-
ings

Plant 
and Ma-
chinery

Indus-
trial 
Build-
ings

Trading 
Losses 
Carried 
Forward

Current 
Losses 

R & D 
Credit

Total 
Deduc-
tions

Manu-
factur-
ing 
Relief

Dou-
ble 
Taxa-
tion

Oth-
er 
Tax 
Re-
lief

Negative No. 1,377 402 39,202 1,003 29,896 22,521 139 1,616 0 316 276

or Nil Amnt.
(€m)

856.6 76.7 10,810.9 180.7 64,920.9 48,936.0 1.2 1,257.2 0.0 333.3 22.6

€1  - No. 186 48 9,046 124 3,185 529 64 131 176 33 148

€25,000 Amnt.
(€m)

68.0 1.4 1,022.0 2.7 441.1 42.8 0.3 68.6 0.0 3.5 0.9

€25,001  
-

No. 91 31 2,623 57 432 151 26 59 97 18 49

€50,000 Amnt.
(€m)

3.8 0.6 55.0 1.2 37.6 8.0 0.1 1.9 0.1 1.4 0.7

€50,001  
-

No. 69 19 1,509 39 220 77 19 34 71 19 20

€75,000 Amnt.
(€m)

3.9 0.3 38.0 1.1 13.1 7.3 0.2 2.3 0.1 0.1 0.5

€75,001  
-

No. 48 15 994 35 132 36 23 23 48 16 10

€100,000 Amnt.
(€m)

2.9 0.2 31.0 0.8 11.8 4.9 0.2 1.4 0.1 0.1 0.7

€100,001  
-

No. 136 46 2,075 84 239 73 58 65 141 34 20

€200,000 Amnt.
(€m)

10.0 1.4 110.5 3.0 25.3 41.1 0.8 5.2 0.4 1.4 0.9

€200,001  
-

No. 60 23 996 35 86 31 32 42 61 17 9

€300,000 Amnt.
(€m)

10.1 1.6 66.2 1.2 13.6 3.9 0.8 6.5 0.3 0.2 0.2
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 Range 
Of Net 
Trading 
Income 
(before 
deduc-
tions and 
charges)

Manu-
factur-
ing  
Capital 
Allow-
ances

Non-
Man-
ufac-
turing  
Capital 
Allow-
ances

Plant 
and 
Ma-
chinery

Indus-
trial 
Build-
ings

Plant 
and Ma-
chinery

Indus-
trial 
Build-
ings

Trading 
Losses 
Carried 
Forward

Current 
Losses 

R & D 
Credit

Total 
Deduc-
tions

Manu-
factur-
ing 
Relief

Dou-
ble 
Taxa-
tion

Oth-
er 
Tax 
Re-
lief

€300,001  
-

No. 59 27 560 32 50 11 32 31 57 13 13

€400,000 Amnt.
(€m)

7.7 0.9 36.4 1.2 8.3 7.6 1.1 4.1 0.4 0.3 1.4

€400,001  
-

No. 46 20 321 15 29 8 16 25 43 9 3

€500,000 Amnt.
(€m)

9.5 1.1 44.5 0.6 9.7 1.8 0.5 12.5 0.4 0.2 0.0

CORPORATION TAX STATISTICS, 2010

Table CTS2  -  Distribution of selected allowances, reliefs and deductions

Range Of 
Net Trading 
Income 
(before de-
ductions and 
charges)

Manufacturing  
Capital Allow-
ances

Non-Manufac-
turing  Capital 
Allowances

Plant 
and 
Ma-
chinery

Indus-
trial 
Build-
ings

Plant 
and Ma-
chinery

Indus-
trial 
Build-
ings

Trading 
Losses 
Carried 
Forward

Current 
Losses 

R & 
D 
Cred-
it

Total 
Deduc-
tions

Man-
ufac-
turing 
Relief

Double 
Taxa-
tion

Other 
Tax 
Relief

€500,001  - No. 28 14 232 18 22 7 12 23 23 8 4

€600,000 Amnt.
(€m)

17.6 0.8 24.0 0.5 28.4 21.9 0.5 8.7 0.2 0.4 0.0

€600,001  - No. 35 17 193 13 18 7 19 34 32 6 3

€700,000 Amnt.
(€m)

7.4 1.2 40.5 0.5 15.9 8.2 1.2 12.2 0.4 0.2 1.2

€700,001  - No. 28 16 140 11 17 11 10 14 25 12 1

€800,000 Amnt.
(€m)

9.6 1.1 18.9 0.4 3.8 9.1 0.5 4.5 0.4 0.7 0.1

€800,001  - No. 23 15 116 12 10 2 13 10 21 3 3

€900,000 Amnt.
(€m)

21.3 1.8 27.5 0.7 15.1 2.4 1.0 2.0 0.4 0.1 1.2

€900,001  - No. 18 11 97 13 9 3 7 16 19 3 2

€1,000,000 Amnt.
(€m)

4.0 0.5 22.1 0.5 11.5 9.2 0.3 5.9 0.4 0.1 0.1

€1,000,001  
-

No. 223 136 840 109 72 20 115 165 217 98 6

€5,000,000 Amnt.
(€m)

133.2 15.6 644.8 7.1 2,766.5 3,308.7 14.2 181.3 10.3 62.1 5.1

€5,000,001  
-

No. 40 29 158 22 10 8 16 48 36 40 3

€10,000,000 Amnt.
(€m)

51.2 7.5 189.1 1.0 85.9 11.4 3.6 141.4 5.1 6.8 0.1

Over No. 117 94 321 76 31 12 86 82 113 113 7

€10,000,000 Amnt.
(€m)

916.2 167.1 2,040.9 56.8 445.3 50.4 115.7 3,530.4 384.3 207.6 13.4

All Cases No. 2,584 963 59,423 1,698 34,458 23,507 687 2,418 1,180 758 577

- Amnt.
(€m)

2,132.9 279.8 15,222.2 260.1 68,853.7 52,474.6 142.4 5,246.0 403.2 618.6 49.2
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Trading Results All Companies
     €m 

Manufacturing Trading 
Results

Trade Profits 28,762.0 
Plus Balancing Charges 23.8 
Minus Plant and Machinery Capital 

Allowances
2,132.9 

Minus Industrial Buildings Capital 
Allowances

279.8 

Minus Other Capital Allowances 43.8 
Minus Trading Losses 2,963.2 
Minus Losses appropriate to this 

trade
322.0

Minus Charges 9,274.8
Minus Group Relief 56.7
Non-Manufacturing Trade 
Profits - ( Including Ship-
ping )

Trade Profits 41,195.9
Plus Balancing Charges 823.1
Minus Plant and Machinery Capital 

Allowances
15,222.2 

Minus Industrial Buildings Capital 
Allowances

260.1

Minus Other Capital Allowances 318.5
Minus Trading Losses 65,890.5
Minus Losses appropriate to this 

trade
52,151.7

Minus Charges 3,118.0
Minus Group Relief 3,225.2
A.   Net Trading  Income 
(before deductions and 
charges)

54,637.7

Rental Income
Rental Income 698.5

Plus Balancing Charges 0.8
Minus Losses Carried Forward 

from Preceeding Acc. Peri-
ods

249.6 

Minus Rental Capital Allowances 308.4
B.   Net Rental Income  547.5
Interest Arising In The State

Gross Interest Received or 
Credited

1,165.7 

Plus Taxed Interest 232.2 
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Trading Results All Companies
Foreign Income including 
Dividends Taxable at 12.5%

3,414.2

Other Income
Other Income Received Un-
der Deduction of Irish Tax

5.9 

Other Income Received 
without Deduction of Irish 
Tax

382.4 

Plus Other(Foreign Life Policy/
Offshore Fund/Income In-
vestment Undertakings)

2.9 

Capital Gains (regrossed) 645.4
C.   Other Income / Capital 
Gains

5,848.7 

D.   TOTAL INCOME AND 
GAINS (before deductions 
and charges) 

61,033.9 

Deductions
Management Expenses 414.8 

Plus Excess Capital Allowances 14.9 
Plus Other Deductions (Including 

Excepted Trade Losses)
4,816.3 

E.   Total  Deductions 5,246.0 
Total Taxable Income 41,215.6 
Amount of Income at the 
12.5% standard rate

39,053.7

Amount of Income at the 
25% non-trading rate

2,159.3

Amount of Income at the 
other rates

2.5

Gross tax due 5,422.2 
Reliefs

Double Taxation Relief 618.6 
Plus Relief for Manufacturing 

Trade Deductions
6.0 

Plus Relief for Other Trading 
Deductions

137.2 

Plus Other Manufacturing Relief 403.2 
Plus S 486C TCA 4.6 
Plus Other Tax Reliefs 10.9 
F.   Total Reliefs 1,180.3 
G.   Clawback of Tax Relief 
at Source.

34.8 
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Trading Results All Companies
H.   Tax less Reliefs plus 
clawback of tax relief at 
source.

4,276.7 

Surcharges 24.8 
Amounts Payable Under 
Deduction of Income Tax

47.4 

I.   Tax less Reliefs plus 
surcharges

4,348.9 

Research and Development 
Credit used against Tax this 
year

142.4 

Credits
Income Tax Suffered Credit 74.9 

Plus Gross Witholding Tax on 
Fees

232.3 

J.   Total Credits 307.2 
K.  Tax Payable 4,245.7 

16/01/2013WRJ02450Tax Rebates

16/01/2013WRJ02500180. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the reason full entitlement 
of refundable income tax was not determined on the basis of income earned in 2009 when they 
ceased employment so payment in respect of which did not issue until 2010 in the case of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1766/13]

16/01/2013WRJ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that all refunds of income tax in relation to the income earned by the individual con-
cerned in 2009 and paid in 2009 have been repaid to the named individual. I am further advised 
that all refunds in relation to income applicable to 2009 but paid in 2010 have also been repaid 
to the named individual.

16/01/2013WRJ02700181. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he or his officials have 
met any chief executive officers of the Irish banks recently; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [50872/12]

16/01/2013WRJ02750Official Engagements

16/01/2013WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Officials and I met with three of 
the covered institutions last week. The Chief Executives were either present or dialled in.    Of-
ficials from my Department meet with representatives up to and including chief executive of-
ficer level of  banks operating in Ireland, in relation to a variety of issues, on a regular ongoing 
basis -including a monthly senior management meeting with each covered institution at which 
the CEO would usually attend. The “covered institutions” are the Bank of Ireland, Allied Irish 
Banks, Irish Bank Resolution Corporation and Permanent TSB. 

16/01/2013WRJ02850European Banking Sector
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16/01/2013WRJ02900182. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the progress of discussions at 
EU Council meetings on increasing banking regulation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52235/12]

16/01/2013WRJ03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware I have re-
sponded to a similar question in November 2012. I will therefore limit my response to progress 
since then.   I attended the ECOFIN Council meetings on 13 November and 3 December. At 
both of these meetings the Cypriot Presidency gave an update on the progress thus far in the 
negotiations with the European Parliament on the Capital Requirements Directive and Regula-
tion (CRD IV). The two proposals set out to amend and replace the existing capital requirement 
directives by two new legislative instruments: a regulation establishing prudential requirements 
that institutions need to respect, and a directive governing, amongst other things, access to 
deposit-taking activities.

Having recently assumed the Presidency of the EU Council Ireland is currently engaged in 
trilogue and tripartite discussions with the European Parliament and the Commission on both 
Capital Requirements Dossiers and on the Single Supervisor Mechanism dossier. It would not 
therefore be appropriate for me comment further at this stage except to state that in its European 
Presidency Ireland will be doing all it can to conclude work on these dossiers in the coming 
weeks. 

16/01/2013WRJ03050European Banking Union

16/01/2013WRJ03100183. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the points made 
in the recent speech by Mr Matthew Elderfield in London, England, in relation to the European 
Banking Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54055/12]

16/01/2013WRJ03200185. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if, at the recent EU Council 
meeting, there was any discussion on a banking union and placing a maximum ceiling on bank-
ers bonuses across the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54061/12]

16/01/2013WRJ03300187. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned about the 
lack of progress with the consolidation of EU banking plan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55451/12]

16/01/2013WRJ03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183, 
185 and 187 together. 

The Deputy will recall that support for the establishment of a Banking Union has been given 
at the highest political level at Summits of Heads of State & Government of the Euro Area. In 
September 2012 the European Commission presented legislative proposals for a single super-
visory mechanism (SSM) conferring powers on the ECB for the supervision of all banks in the 
euro area, with a mechanism for non-euro countries to join on a voluntary basis. The SSM is 
a key element of the Banking Union along with a common resolution framework and national 
deposit guarantee schemes built on common standards set out in the Capital Requirements Di-
rective and by the European Banking Authority. The Banking Union package is a priority of the 
Irish Presidency of the EU Council.

The European Council discussed the SSM at its October meeting in the context of a report 
from President Van Rompuy on work being carried out on the Future of Economic and Mon-
etary Union. The timetable set in the October Council conclusions envisaged agreement be-
ing reached on “the legislative framework” for SSM by end of the year. Agreement was duly 
reached in December 2012 by Ecofin Ministers to establish a Single Supervisor Mechanism 
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under the ECB covering the euro area and open to all Member States. The overall objective is 
to enforce prudential rules in a strict and impartial manner and perform effective oversight of 
cross border banking markets. 

As regards Mr Elderfield’s speech I note this was delivered in a personal capacity on 26th 
November 2012 well before the Ecofin agreement was reached in December. Many of the con-
cerns raised in the speech are addressed in the Council December agreement notably in relation 
to ensuring a balance between rights and obligations for all Member States participating in the 
new supervisory arrangements and in the voting modalities of the EBA to preserve the integrity 
of the single market.

The question of placing a maximum ceiling on bankers’ bonuses across the EU is under 
discussion in the context of deliberations on the Capital Requirements Directive (CRD IV) and 
the Capital Requirements Regulation (CRR).

Having recently assumed the Presidency of the EU Council Ireland is currently engaged in 
trilogue and tripartite discussions with the European Parliament and the Commission on both 
Capital Requirements Dossiers and on the Single Supervisor Mechanism dossier. It would not 
therefore be appropriate for me to comment further at this stage except to say that in its Euro-
pean Presidency Ireland will be doing all it can to conclude work on these dossiers in the com-
ing weeks.

16/01/2013WRJ03450Banking Sector Regulation

16/01/2013WRJ03500184. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether there 
should be more distance created between bank regulators and the banks they regulate; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [54056/12]

16/01/2013WRJ03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland is respon-
sible for financial regulation in Ireland. The Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority (the 
Financial Regulator) ceased to exist on 1 October 2010 with the commencement of the relevant 
provisions of the Central Bank Reform Act 2010, which created a single structure within the 
Central Bank controlled and managed by the Central Bank Commission. The Central Bank 
Reform Act gave effect to significant structural changes in the operation of financial regulation 
in Ireland.    The Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill responds to the regulatory 
failures of the financial crisis.  The Bill strengthens the ability of the Central Bank to impose 
and supervise compliance with regulatory requirements and to undertake timely prudential in-
terventions. It also provides the Central Bank with greater access to information and analysis 
and will underpin the credible enforcement of Irish financial services legislation in line with 
international best practice. The Bill builds on the new structures provided for in the 2010 Act 
and will introduce new and revised powers of supervision and enforcement for the Central 
Bank. The Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill is expected to commence commit-
tee stage in the Dáil shortly.

In recent years the Central Bank’s level of regulatory activity has intensified with increases 
in staff numbers and skill levels at the Central Bank.  On-site inspections and review meetings 
have more than doubled. The Central Bank has also taken a number of measures under its “new 
approach” to banking supervision including reorganizing its banking supervision structures, 
investing heavily in training all supervisory staff and introducing a new risk assessment regime 
known as PRISM.

The Central Bank’s Annual Regulatory Performance Statement sets out details of regulatory 
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performance. The most recent Statement for 2011/2012 showed the following developments;

· The Bank made further progress in meeting the targets for the stabilisation and restruc-
turing of the banking sector under the EU-IMF Financial Assistance Programme. It also pub-
lished the Financial Measures Programme which provided a thorough assessment of the capital 
and liquidity conditions and needs of the domestic banks.  

· The new Probability Risk and Impact System (PRISM) was introduced in 2011 which 
enhances the Bank’s supervisory approach with a risk based framework making it easier for 
supervisors to challenge the financial firms that they regulate. 

· In terms of consumer protection, addressing mortgage arrears has been a key focus of 
the Bank’s work in 2011 and 2012. The revised Consumer Code on Mortgage Arrears came into 
effect on 1 January 2011 which set out the framework which lenders must adapt when dealing 
with people experiencing difficulties with mortgage arrears.

· Significant work was carried out on fitness and probity standards during 2011 and 2012 
which included a fitness and probity review of the directors of the Covered Institutions. 

A key element of the Bank’s overall enhanced approach to a more rigorous enforcement re-
gime is the Bank’s new Enforcement Strategy 2011/2012 which sets out the newly established 
Enforcement Directorate’s risk based regulatory framework. This strategy document sets out 
the Bank’s statutory objectives, strategies and high level goals for supervisory and enforcement 
interventions. 

  Question No. 185 answered with Question No. 183.

16/01/2013WRJ03750Banking Sector Remuneration

16/01/2013WRJ03800186. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered capping 
senior banking officials salaries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54060/12]

16/01/2013WRJ03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Present Government policy on remu-
neration, at the Covered Institutions which is a development of previous Government policy, 
dictates that no employee at any of the four institutions may receive annual aggregate remu-
neration (excluding pension contributions) of more than €500,000.  This policy is being en-
forced as evidenced by the remuneration packages agreed for the respective positions of Chief 
Executive Officer at AIB & PTSB.     The Deputy will be aware that my Department is presently 
engaged in a Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the covered institutions. 
The purpose of the exercise is to thoroughly review all remuneration practices at the covered 
institutions with the object of simplifying remuneration and compensation structures, discour-
aging excessive risk-taking and to better align pay and reward to long term value creation.   

I am expecting the final report from the consultants engaged in the review to be delivered 
shortly whereupon I will start consultations with the various stakeholders.

I fully recognise that there is a real public interest in the levels of remuneration at the cov-
ered institutions and I have committed to placing the details underpinning the review into the 
public domain.

  Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 183.

16/01/2013WRJ04050Tax Code
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16/01/2013WRJ04100188. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the de-
cision to decrease the corporation tax in the UK will have any impact here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [56515/12]

16/01/2013WRJ04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department is aware of the need to 
maintain a competitive corporate tax regime and to that end, closely monitors developments 
in other countries.  However, it is not appropriate to single out any particular country or cor-
porate tax system and comment on them in this way. The changes that I announced in Budget 
2013 highlight the on-going work by my Department to make sure that the Irish corporate tax 
offering stays competitive as we work to attract investment and jobs to Ireland.  This year, this 
included further enhancements to the R&D regime and the package of small measures to as-
sist the SME sector (among others).  For further information on our regime, I would refer the 
Deputy to the literature on the Budget Website which is available at http://www.budget.gov.ie/
Budgets/2013/2013.aspx  .

  Question No. 189 answered with Question No. 141.

16/01/2013WRJ04350Public Investment Projects

16/01/2013WRJ04400190. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the use 
of retail bond such as those used in the United State of America like the Liberty Bond to fund 
infrastructure projects as part of future stimulus packages targeting areas with a potential for 
strong economic return; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51429/12]

16/01/2013WRJ04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): All monies raised through Government 
borrowing are paid into the Central Fund and used to fund Government spending as approved 
by the Oireachtas. It has never been the custom to  link borrowing to specific projects as to do 
so would limit flexibility of the Government in managing the State’s finances.   The National 
Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) offers a range of savings products to personal savers 
under the brand name State Savings. NTMA State Savings products have been an important 
and dependable component of Government borrowing for many years and make a valuable 
contribution to the national finances. While the funding raised from State Savings is not ring-
fenced for expenditure on a specific project, it does provide an additional source of funding for 
the Government.

The suite of State Savings products includes Savings Certificates, Savings Bonds, Prize 
Bonds, the National Solidarity Bond, Instalment Savings and Deposit Accounts such as the 
Ordinary Deposit Account and the Deposit Account Plus.

The ten-year National Solidarity Bond was introduced in 2010 specifically to allow citizens 
an opportunity to invest and provide money to the State to stimulate economic recovery and to 
assist in the maintenance and creation of employment. A four-year National Solidarity Bond 
was introduced in 2011. The four-year National Solidarity Bond offers a fixed return of 12%, 
while the ten-year Solidarity Bond offers a return of 45%. Some 47,000 savers have invested a 
total of over €1 billion in the National Solidarity Bond to date.

16/01/2013WRJ04550Bank Debt Restructuring

16/01/2013WRJ04600191. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he made proposals 
on Ireland’s legacy bank debt at the summit on 22 November 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51352/12]
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16/01/2013WRJ04700192. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he raised the issue 
of debt relief for Ireland at the European Union Summit on 13 and 14 December; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [56785/12]

16/01/2013WRJ04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 191 
and 192 together.  I propose to answer questions 191 and 192 together.

The European Council Heads of State summits of 22-23 November and 13-14 December 
were attended by the Taoiseach and were to discuss the EU Multiannual Financial Framework 
and economic policy/banking supervision respectively. However, as the Deputy is aware, the 
Irish Government has been working extremely hard to secure a deal on the Irish bank debt with 
our European partners and this Government avails of every opportunity to advance Ireland’s 
position in relation to legacy bank debt with our European partners. Detailed work will con-
tinue to ensure that positive moves in Europe are harnessed to maximise the benefit to the Irish 
taxpayer.

This work is one of the Government’s key priorities and will remain a key focus during the 
EU presidency.

16/01/2013WRK00150Tax Reliefs Availability

16/01/2013WRK00200193. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent report 
from the Irish Hotels Federation and the proposal contained within the report for a limited form 
of tax relief to attract investment into the hotel industry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52632/12]

16/01/2013WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
the report by Dr. Alan Aherne for the Irish Hotels Federation. Officials in my Department are 
examining the proposals made in the report and will set out the issues for my consideration in 
due course.

16/01/2013WRK00350Jobs Initiative

16/01/2013WRK00400194. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
2011 jobs initiative has delivered value added jobs in the tourism sector in view of the fact that 
the cost to the State was €120 million in 2011 and €350 million in a full year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52690/12]

16/01/2013WRK00500195. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the number of persons employed full time and part time since the introduction of the 
jobs initiative which involved the reduction of VAT in services relating to the tourism sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52691/12]

16/01/2013WRK00600196. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the State of each 
job created in the accommodation and food sector as a result of the jobs initiative; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [52692/12]

16/01/2013WRK00700197. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down in terms of rates of pay for the 6,200 jobs which have been created as a result of the job 
initiative, May 2011, which involved a reduction in the rate of VAT in goods and services relat-
ing to tourism; if he will specify the percentage of these jobs that are at the minimum rate of 
pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52689/12]
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16/01/2013WRK00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 194 to 
197, inclusive, together.

As part of the Jobs Initiative and in an effort to support job creation in the tourism industry, 
the Government introduced a temporary reduced rate of VAT of 9 per cent. The measure took 
effect at the start of the third quarter of 2011 and applied mainly to labour-intensive services 
provided by restaurants and hotels, as well as various entertainment services. 

While I am in no doubt that the measures introduced as part of the Jobs Initiative have con-
tributed in no small part to the employment gains we have seen in the accommodation and food 
sector since the second quarter of 2011, it is not possible to put a precise figure on the level of 
job creation which is directly attributable to these measures. Clearly factors other than the VAT 
reduction will impact on employment numbers.

However, research carried out by the Department and published in the Medium-Term Fis-
cal Statement (November 2012), showed that employment gains in the accommodation and 
food sector - the most relevant sector in terms of the available data published by the Central 
Statistics Office - since the rate reduction were contrasted with declines in both economy-wide 
employment and the wider service sector employment over the same period, suggesting that the 
measures did have a positive impact on employment growth. In this context I provided assur-
ance to the tourist industry that the 9 per cent rate will continue throughout 2013, as currently 
legislated for.

While several sectors are likely to be affected by the measure, the impact is likely to have 
been greatest in the accommodation and food services activities   sector. The broad employment 
figures, as well as those at the sector level, following the reduction in the VAT rate as part of 
the Jobs Initiative are outlined below. It should be noted that the CSO does not provide a break-
down between full and part-time employment at a sectoral level.

Seasonally 
Adjusted 
(‘000)

2011 Q2 2011 Q3 2011 Q4 2012 Q1 2012 Q2 2012 Q3

Total Em-
ployment

1,857.6 1,831.6 1,850.0 1,840.7 1,832.7 1,826.9

Full-time 1,420.1 1,404.3 1,411.8 1,404.4 1,393.4 1,389.2
Part-time 438.3 434.7 434.7 430.5 441.0 446.6
Accom-
modation 
and Food 
Services

114.9 117.4 121.6 119.2 120.5 119.3

In relation to rates of pay, unfortunately the CSO does not provide such granular data as to 
allow analysis of this nature on an individual level. However, on a sectoral basis, looking at the 
average hourly earnings in the accommodation and food services activities  sector may prove 
informative. These figures, which are not seasonally adjusted, are outlined below. 
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Average 
Hourly 
Earnings 
(€)

2011 Q2 2011 Q3 2011 Q4 2012 Q1 2012 Q2 2012 Q3

Accom-
modation 
and Food 
Services 

12.52 12.58 12.43 12.10 12.38 12.34

16/01/2013WRK00850Credit Review Office Reports

16/01/2013WRK00900198. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance his views on the Credit Review 
Office’s finding that 55% of appeals regarding loan refusals to small and medium enterprises 
have been overturned.  [51880/12]

16/01/2013WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The latest report of the Credit Review 
Office Shows that the CRO upheld the banks’ decision in 76 cases and disputed the decision 
in 96 cases and the banks subsequently provided credit. In addition there were 20 cases where 
either more work was needed by the bank and borrower or the review was withdrawn.  

These figures show that the CRO can make a genuine difference in relation to refused ap-
plications for credit. The report shows that almost €10 million in credit was provided on foot of 
reviews which protected over 800 jobs. 

As the Deputy may be aware, I recently published an assessment of the Credit Review Of-
fice carried out by Grant Thornton and engaged in a public consultation process in order to see 
what more the Credit Review Office can do to ensure SMEs are getting the support on bank 
lending they require. My officials are currently looking at how to implement the appropriate 
changes to the CRO regime. As a first step, I sanctioned an increase in the numbers on the 
Credit Review Panel in order to facilitate faster processing of decisions, thereby implementing 
one of the recommendations in the assessment. 

The CRO report shows that businesses who are refused credit have a realistic prospect of 
a successful outcome in CRO reviews and I would strongly urge viable SMEs to appeal any 
refusals of credit to the CRO.

16/01/2013WRK01050Job Creation Issues

16/01/2013WRK01100199. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail research pro-
duced or identified by his Department that examines any correlation between the marginal rate 
of tax, foreign direct investment and job creation. [51875/12]

16/01/2013WRK01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department considers various re-
search publications and reports on an on-going basis as part of the process of developing tax 
policy.     

While the Department has not published its own research in relation to the points raised by 
the Deputy, I would refer to the OECD Report, “Tax Effects on Foreign Direct Investment – Re-
cent Evidence & Policy Analysis” (2008) OECD Tax Policy Studies No. 17, which found that a 
1% increase in the corporate tax rate reduces inward investment by 3.7% on average.  Another 
report by the OECD, “Tax Policy Reform and Economic Growth” (2010) OECD Tax Policy 
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Studies No. 20, corporate taxes were identified as the tax which are most harmful to economic 
growth prospects.

The above is just a sample of the types of reports that my Department has identified as being 
relevant in looking at the relationship between tax, foreign direct investment and job creation.

16/01/2013WRK01250Tobacco Smuggling

16/01/2013WRK01300200. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance further to his reply of 21 No-
vember 2012, if he will outline by county or by region, the number of investigations carried 
out to combat criminal activity in the sale or smuggling of counterfeit, laundered and illegal 
products, under the following headings: oil / fuel, tobacco, counterfeit goods; and if he will list 
in tabular form the comparable figures for the previous three years; if he feels enough is being 
done to protect the Exchequer from this criminal activity; if he will outline any proposals that 
he is considering to protect retailers from the damage of this illegal activity; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1836/13]

16/01/2013WRK01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners are re-
sponsible for tackling the illicit trade in oil and tobacco products, and for dealing with counter-
feit products that are being imported from or exported to countries outside the European Union.  
As I indicated in my reply to the Deputy’s Questions Nos. 55 and 56 of 21 November 2012, the 
Revenue Commissioners attach a high priority to combating criminal activities of these kinds, 
and are committed to continuing the extensive enforcement work that they undertake to detect 
and seize illicit products and to prosecute those engaged in illegal activities. They are conscious 
also of the need for this ongoing activity to be complemented by the development of innovative 
ways for dealing with this criminality, and are, for example, engaged at present, in cooperation 
with Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, on work to obtain a new oil marker.   Details of the 
quantities of oil and tobacco products seized in each of the years from 2009 to 2012, broken 
down by reference to the Revenue Commissioners’ Regions, are given in Table 1 below.  Table 
2 details the numbers of convictions for offences relating to illicit oil and tobacco products and 
counterfeit alcohol, disaggregated on the same basis, during that period. Table 3 gives the total 
numbers of seizures of counterfeit products by the Revenue Commissioners, and the numbers 
of items seized, in those years. It has not been possible, in the time available, to provide a re-
gional breakdown of those data.

Table 1

Seizures of Illicit Fuel and Illicit Tobacco Products

Region/Year Mineral Oil Cigarettes Other Tobacco Prod-
ucts

Dublin 
2012 272,300 litres 82,728,113 3,617 kg
2011 75,910 litres 78,412,634 7,069 kg
2010 16,575 litres 98,474,429 1,398 kg
2009 82,520 litres 81,910,216 9,452 kg
East South East 
2012 95,930 litres 9,775,509 963 kg
2011 73,100 litres 8,107,651 3315 kg
2010 7,050 litres 7,150,076 316 kg
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Region/Year Mineral Oil Cigarettes Other Tobacco Prod-
ucts

2009 9,590 litres 7,048,071 380 kg
South West
2012 28,130 litres 1,738,953 433 kg
2011 30,337 litres 12,611,764 576 kg
2010 27,600 litres 31,493,729 1,303 kg
2009 8,500 litres 3,645,684 284 kg
Border Midlands 
West
2012 683,263 litres 1,351,935 264 kg
2011 866,084 litres 9,955,040 199 kg
2010 276,344 litres 41,313,937 351 kg
2009 184,107 litres 125,922,257 337 kg
Table 2

 Convictions

Region/Year Cigarette 
Smuggling

Cigarette 
Selling

Mineral Oil 
Offences

Laundered 
Fuel offences

Counterfeit 
Spirits Of-
fences

Dublin
2012 37 23 24 - -
2011 79 19 48 - 1
2010 82 7 71 - -
2009 118 7 51 - 4
East South 
East
2012 4 7 29 - 1
2011 2 7 27 - -
2010 2 10 14 - 1
2009 2 2 14 3 1
South West
2012 12 31 53 - 5
2011 23 17 37 - 1
2010 3 19 56 - 1
2009 1 8 59 - 3
Border Mid-
lands West
2012 3 15 102 2 1
2011 - 14 113 2 -
2010 10 5 91 4 4
2009 26 3 59 3 -
Table 3

Seizures of Counterfeit Goods
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Year No. of Seizures Quantity of Items
2012* 5,071 120,454
2011 4,166 146,472
2010 1,278 66,852
2009 1,019 462,993
(* To 30 November)

16/01/2013WRK01450Banks Recapitalisation

16/01/2013WRK01500201. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of contingent 
convertible capital notes and preference shares the State holds in the covered banks; the dates 
on which these were acquired; the interest payable on each security; their maturity dates; his 
plans for these investments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1873/13]

16/01/2013WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State’s  investment in the contin-
gent convertible capital notes of AIB, Bank of Ireland and PTSB dates back to the 2011 PCAR 
exercise while the preference shares were acquired in 2009 as a result of the Government’s re-
capitalisation of AIB and Bank of Ireland. It is government policy to separate the State from its’ 
banks, a policy which I believe has shared support in this house. This policy will see the State 
this year remove the guarantee of bank deposits and liabilities which dates back to September 
2008 and it also requires us to exit our bank investments over time and when conditions allow. 
Information on the holdings of these instruments in each of the covered banks is provided in the 
following paragraphs.   

  AIB

The State holds €1.6 billion of contingent convertible capital notes in AIB which were is-
sued on 26 July 2011. The interest payable on these securities is €160 million per annum. The 
maturity date of this instrument is 28 July 2016. Further information on the terms of these notes 
can be found in Note 45 of the Annual Financial Report 2011 (Page 340). 

The State holds €3.5 billion of preference shares in AIB. These were acquired on 13 May 
2009. The interest payable on these securities is €280 million per annum and is payable in cash 
or ordinary shares in the event of non-payment in cash. AIB issued ordinary shares to the State 
in lieu of the dividend due on the preference shares in May 2010, May 2011 and May 2012. The 
principal steps up in 2014 by 25% if not redeemed. Further information on this can be found in 
Note 46 of the Annual Financial Report 2011 (Page 344). 

Permanent TSB

The State holds €0.4 billion of contingent convertible capital notes in Permanent TSB which 
were issued on 27 July 2011. The interest payable on these securities is €40 million per annum. 
The maturity date of this instrument is 28 July 2016. Further information on the terms of these 
notes can be found in Note 32 to the Irish Life and Permanent Group Holdings plc 2011 Annual 
Report (Page 153). 

Bank of Ireland 

The State holds €1.8 billion of preference shares in BOI. These were initially acquired on 
31 March 2009. The interest payable on these securities is €188 million per annum which is 
payable in cash or ordinary shares in the event of non-payment in cash. Bank of Ireland issued 
ordinary shares in lieu of the dividend due on the preference shares to the State in February 
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2010. The principal steps up in 2014 by 25% if not redeemed. Further information on this can 
be found in Notes 48 and 50 of the Annual Financial Report 2011 (Pages 273 and 280). 

As announced by my Department last week the State has been successful in disposing of its 
entire €1 billion holding of Contingent Capital Notes (CCN’s) in Bank of Ireland. In the end 
the book build process generated significant excess demand to enable the State to dispose of 
its entire holding in the bonds at a price of 101% of their par value plus accrued interest. The 
transaction settled on Tuesday the 15th of January and the State was paid proceeds of just over 
€1,056 million, comprising principal of €1,000 million, interest accrued of over €46 million 
covering the period 29th July 2012 to date, and a profit of €10 million.

  Question No. 202 answered with Question No. 102.

16/01/2013WRK01750Tax Yield

16/01/2013WRK01800203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the total tax 
take as a percentage of GNP from 1992 to 2012. [1895/13]

16/01/2013WRK01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware the De-
partment of Finance has a publicly available databank on its website with comprehensive tax 
data where this information can be found (http://databank.finance.gov.ie/). Similarly GNP data 
can be found on the CSO website (www.cso.ie). The estimate for 2012 GNP is taken from the 
Budget 2013   publication and is rounded to the nearest €25 million.

The information requested by the Deputy is provided.

Year Total Tax (€m) GNP Total Tax as % of 
GNP

€ Million € Million %
1992 €11,314 €35,998 31.4%
1993 €12,322 €38,943 31.6%
1994 €13,758 €42,146 32.6%
1995 €14,392 €47,634 30.2%
1996 €15,897 €52,027 30.6%
1997 €18,124 €59,660 30.4%
1998 €20,480 €68,739 29.8%
1999 €23,565 €77,133 30.6%
2000 €27,072 €90,287 30.0%
2001 €27,925 €98,668 28.3%
2002 €29,294 €107,182 27.3%
2003 €32,103 €119,103 27.0%
2004 €35,581 €127,316 27.9%
2005 €39,254 €138,776 28.3%
2006 €45,539 €154,465 29.5%
2007 €47,249 €162,209 29.1%
2008 €40,777 €153,565 26.6%
2009 €33,043 €132,911 24.9%
2010 €31,753 €130,202 24.4%
2011 €34,027 €127,016* 26.8%
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Year Total Tax (€m) GNP Total Tax as % of 
GNP

2012 €36,646** €130,850*** 28.0%
Rounding may affect totals

*2011 GNP figure is based on a  preliminary outturn

**2012 Tax outturn are provisional unaudited figures

***2012 GNP figure is taken from Budget 2013 forecasts

16/01/2013WRK01950Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRK02000204. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his Department in 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1905/13]

16/01/2013WRK02100224. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his Department in 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2036/13]

16/01/2013WRK02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204 
and 224 together. 

In response to the Deputy’s questions the details of bodies of other than statutory bodies that 
were fully or partially funded by my Department in 2012 are as follows:

The Credit Union Restructuring Board operated on an administrative basis under the De-
partment of Finance in 2012 pending its establishment as a statutory body on 1 January 2013. 
My Department also covers travel and other expenses of the Credit Union Advisory Committee, 
(CUAC).

The Irish Fiscal Advisory Council (IFAC) was fully funded from the Vote of the Minister 
for Finance in 2012 receiving funding of €408,920. IFAC was made a statutory body on 31 
December 2012.

16/01/2013WRK02250State Banking Sector

16/01/2013WRK02300205. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if Irish Life returned a 
dividend to the State in 2012; if he will indicate if the company was profitable in that time; if he 
expects to receive a dividend in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1915/13]

16/01/2013WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State acquired Irish Life on 30 June 
2012 and since that time has not received a dividend.  Irish Life announced their interim re-
sults for H1 2012 on 19 Sep 2012, a copy of which is available at http://www.irishlifegroup.ie/
financial-information/annual-and-interim-reports/2012.aspx.  For the six month period ended 
30 June 2012 the company reported a profit before tax of €96m on an IFRS basis and €84 mil-
lion after tax.  Results for the full year 2012 will become available by the end of March or the 
start of April.    Any potential dividend to be paid by Irish Life in 2013 will be determined only 
following the completion of the 2012 audit and will in any event be subject to the approval of 
the board and the regulator.
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16/01/2013WRK02450State Banking Sector

16/01/2013WRK02500206. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if, in respect of Allied Irish 
Bank, he will outline the amount of public money invested by the State in the bank since 2008; 
the fees paid by the bank for the various deposit guarantees since then; the other sums paid by 
the bank to the State for repurchase of warrants and any other fees; the preference share and 
contingent capital holding and the coupon rate; the amount that has been paid so far and the 
amount to be paid in future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1916/13]

16/01/2013WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that the table 
details the amount of public money invested and sums paid by Allied Irish Bank since 2008. 

Cash invested by the State - € billion
Government Preference 
Shares - NPRF

3.5

Contingent Convertible 
Capital Notes

1.6

Capital - NPRF 12.5
Capital - Exchequer 2.3
Capital contributions (Prom-
issory Notes /Special Invest-
ment Shares) - Exchequer

0.9

Total 20.7

Fee Type Note € billion
Guarantee Fees (both ELG 
and CIFS)

1 1.3

Interest on Contingent Con-
vertible Capital notes

0.16

Re-purchase of AIB War-
rants

2 0.05

Total 1.5
  Notes:

1) 2012 Exceptional Guarantee fees are the fees paid up to 31/12/2012 and excludes €1.2 
million in legal and admin costs.

2) AIB’s warrants were cancelled on 23 December 2010 for consideration of €52.5m paid 
to the NPRF.

3) The recharge of legal costs of €6.1m received from AIB are excluded from the above 
table. 

AIB’s €1.6bn of Contingent Convertible capital notes were issued on 26 July 2011 for a 
period of 5 years. These notes will convert or be exchanged into ordinary shares if either a 
Capital Deficiency or a Non-Viability event occurs as defined in the terms and conditions of the 
Contingent Convertible capital notes. These instruments carry a coupon of 10% or €160m per 
annum over the instrument’s life.  

The 2009 Preference Shares pay a dividend at a rate of 8% per annum, payable annually in 
arrears at the discretion of AIB. Based on the nominal amount of €3.5bn of these shares cur-
rently outstanding, this equates to a dividend of €280m per annum.
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If a cash dividend is not paid, AIB must issue bonus ordinary shares to the holders of the 
2009 Preference Shares by capitalising its reserves. The State has never received a cash divi-
dend on these instruments, with the Bank having to-date elected to issue bonus shares. 

As the form of dividend to be paid on the 2009 Preference Shares is at the discretion of the 
Bank, I am not in a position to speculate on future payments.

16/01/2013WRK02650State Banking Sector

16/01/2013WRK02700207. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if, in respect of Permanent 
TSB, he will outline the amount of public money invested by the State in the bank since 2008 
and the fees paid by the bank for the various deposit guarantees since then; the other sums paid 
by the bank to the State for repurchase of warrants and any other fees; the preference share and 
contingent capital holding and the coupon rate; the amount that has been paid so far and the 
amount to be paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1917/13]

16/01/2013WRK02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that in total 
Permanent TSB received €4 billion of public money since 2008. This is made up of €2.7 billion 
invested in July 2011 - €2.3 billion invested in ordinary shares and €0.4 billion invested in con-
tingent convertible capital notes - and €1.3 billion for the purchase of Irish Life in June 2012.  
The fees paid by Permanent TSB since 2008 are shown in the following table:

Cash invested by the State - € million
Ordinary Shares 2,300
Contingent Convertible 
Capital Notes

400

Purchase of Irish Life 1,300
Total 4,000
Fee Type Note € million
Guarantee Fees (both ELG 
and CIFS)

1 484.20

Commissions 2 46.25
Interest on Contingent Con-
vertible Capital notes

3 40.00

Total 570.45
  Notes
     1. Fees for the CIFS Scheme (30 September 2008 to 29 September 2010) amounted in 

total to €50.2 million. Fees for the ELG Scheme (for periods Q1 2010 to Q4 2012 inclusive) 
amounted in total to €434 million. 

2. Commissions of €46.25 million were paid to the Exchequer in relation to the July 2011 
recapitalisation. Commission of 1.5% (€6 million) was charged on the investment in the Con-
tingent Convertible Capital notes and commission of 1.75% (€40.25 million) was paid in re-
spect of the ordinary share investment. 

3. €40 million of interest was paid to the State in July 2012 in respect of interest on the 
Contingent Convertible Capital notes. The coupon on the €400 million of Contingent Convert-
ible Capital notes is 10%. 

Permanent TSB is invoiced periodically in respect of administration and legal costs associ-
ated with implementation of both bank guarantee schemes (the original CIFS Scheme and later 
ELG Scheme).  These fees, amounting to €0.9 million to date, are not included in the table 
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above.  

Permanent TSB has also been recharged in respect of financial and legal costs incurred by 
the NTMA in respect of the recapitalisation.  To date €3.4 million has been invoiced by the 
NTMA to Permanent TSB and these fees are not included in the table above.

The State has not held any Preference Shares in Permanent TSB or warrants to purchase 
Permanent TSB shares as part of the recapitalisation of the banking sector.  

The State owns 100% of Irish Life which will be sold in due course.

  Question No. 208 answered with Question No. 176.

16/01/2013WRK02950Strategic Investment Fund Investments

16/01/2013WRK03000209. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the investments that were 
made by the Strategic Investment Fund in 2012 and in what sectors; the amount invested; the 
amount of matching funds raised from private sources; the plans for investment in 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1919/13]

16/01/2013WRK03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) as manager of the NPRF that it has not been possible to compile 
the information requested by the Deputy in the time available. However, I will be in contact 
with the Deputy when the information has been compiled.

16/01/2013WRK03150General Government Debt

16/01/2013WRK03200210. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if the General Govern-
ment Deficit is projected to be below 8% following the publication of the December Exchequer 
returns; if he will confirm what the finalised GGD for 2012 was; the expected GGD at end of 
2013 following these developments and the full implementation of policy changes announced 
in Budget 2013; if it will be below 7.5% if all targets are met as projected; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [1920/13]

16/01/2013WRK03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2013 contained a forecast Gen-
eral Government Balance (Deficit) of -8.2% of GDP which was based on the most up to date 
information available at the end of November. In light of the better than expected Exchequer 
returns for December 2012, it is now reasonable to expect that the General Government Bal-
ance (GGB) for 2012 will be under -8% of GDP. However, the first official estimate of the final 
GGB will be made by the Central Statistics Office in the Maastricht Returns at the end of March 
and will be published by Eurostat in mid to late April.   

The Budget forecast General Government Balance for 2013 is -7.5% of GDP. My Depart-
ment’s Stability Programme Update, which will be released in April, will contain an updated 
forecast for the General Government Balance for 2013. This will  take the latest information 
into account, including any relevant effects of the official GGB for 2012 returned by the CSO.

16/01/2013WRK03350Tax Reliefs Availability

16/01/2013WRK03400211. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the 
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high earners restriction of specified tax reliefs still applied to charitable donations; if, follow-
ing his statement on budget day, he will outline specifically the proposals he wants the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform to consider on philanthropic 
donations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1921/13]

16/01/2013WRK03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following a public consultation on pro-
posed changes to the scheme of tax relief for donations to approved bodies, I announced the 
following changes in the recent Budget:

i. Donations from all individual donors under the scheme will be treated in the same man-
ner, with the tax relief in all cases being repaid to the charity. 

ii. A blended rate of relief of 31% will apply to all taxpayers regardless of their marginal 
tax rate. All donations will be grossed up as is currently done for donations from individuals 
within the PAYE collection system. 

iii. The charitable donations scheme will be removed from the scope of the high earners’ 
restriction in recognition of the fact that donors will no longer benefit from the tax relief associ-
ated with their donations. 

iv. An annual donation limit of €1 million per individual, for which a refund of income tax 
can be claimed by approved bodies. 

Full details of the changes will be contained in the upcoming Finance Bill.

In relation to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, 
I will be asking the Committee to consider the suggestions put forward in “Extending the Im-
migrant Investor Scheme:  A Proposal”.

16/01/2013WRK03550Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRK03600212. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an ex-
planation for the expenditure of €26,709,000 on Central Bank - Coin Issue under Note 5 Non-
Voted Current Expenditure in the December Exchequer Statement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1922/13]

16/01/2013WRK03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank produces euro coins 
to meet the demands of public and businesses.  Traditionally, the Central Bank retained the 
proceeds from the issue of coin in its currency reserve. In the light of the introduction of euro 
coin from 1 January 2002, and to bring the position into line with general practice in other EU 
Member States, legislation was passed in March 2002 (Section 137 of the Finance Act 2002) 
to permit the proceeds from the issue of coin to be transferred directly to the Exchequer every 
year. 

Section 14(A) of the Economic and Monetary Union Act 1998 requires that, should the 
proceeds of the issue of coin be less than the cost of producing it, the Minister for Finance must 
make up the deficit to the Bank from the Exchequer.

Section 14(4) holds that if the currency reserve account is at any time unable to meet out-
standing debits “then the Minister shall advance to the general fund of the Central Bank of 
Ireland from the Central Fund or the growing produce thereof an amount at least equal to 
the amount which stands to be defrayed from the general fund of the Central Bank of Ireland 
less the amount standing to the credit of the currency reserve in respect of the accrued public 
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moneys arising from the issue of coin and the Central Bank of Ireland shall credit the currency 
reserve by this amount”.

The payment of €26,709,000 to the Central Bank in December 2012 addressed the deficit 
from the issue of coin in 2012 which was due to a significant return of coin to the Central Bank 
from the commercial banks. 

Payments to the Central Bank from the Exchequer to make up the deficits arising from the 
production of coin were made in 2009 (€30 million) and 2010 (€8.5 million). 

Receipts from the Central Bank to the Exchequer as a result of the production of coin were 
made in 2003 (€78.2 million), 2004 (€42.7 million), 2005 (€45.4 million), 2006 (€39.5 million), 
2007 (€59.1 million), 2008 (€30 million) and 2011 (€20.7 million).

16/01/2013WRK03750EU Funding

16/01/2013WRK03800213. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabu-
lar form, the contribution to the EU Budget from 2006 to 2012; if he will outline the sources of 
those revenue under specific legislation and the reason for annual increases; the expected cost 
in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1923/13]

16/01/2013WRK03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland’s contribution to the EU Budget 
for the years 2006 – 2013 is detailed in the table.

Payments to the European Union (€m)

- 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 (e)
Total 1,529 1,570 1,586 1,486 1,352 1,349 1,393 1,450
Article 311 of the Treaty of Lisbon sets out the legal arrangements for funding the EU Bud-

get.  The basic legislation is laid down periodically in a Council Decision, currently 2007/436/
EC, which is adopted unanimously and ratified by every member state.  

The budget of the EU is mainly financed by own resources contributions from each member 
state. These comprise ‘traditional own resources’ – principally customs duties collected on be-
half of the EU, with 75% of the amount collected paid over to the EU and the balance retained 
by the member state to fund the costs of collection and administration; a VAT-related payment 
under which an agreed percentage is levied on a harmonised VAT base for each member state 
and finally a payment based on a percentage of each member state’s Gross National Income 
(GNI).  Corrections or rebates to a number of member states are also factored into the calcula-
tion of contributions.

The annual level of Ireland’s contribution to the EU Budget, made up of the three elements 
mentioned above, is determined by the outcome of the annual EU Budget negotiation between 
Council and the European Parliament.  The most important component is the GNI resource 
which, in 2012, represented over 70% of our total contribution.

For 2013 it is currently estimated that our total own resource contribution will be in the or-
der of €1,450 million although this will depend on a number of factors including actual budget 
implementation. 

1   Gross national income (GNI) is equal to GNP adjusted for EU subsidies and taxes.



Questions - Written Answers

230

16/01/2013WRK03950Capital Programme Expenditure

16/01/2013WRK04000214. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the source of the €30,496,000 of Miscellaneous Capital Receipts as listed in Note 3 
- Capital Receipts of the December Exchequer Statement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1924/13]

16/01/2013WRK04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The breakdown of the €30.5 million 
Miscellaneous Capital Receipts recorded in the December 2012 Exchequer statement is set out 
in the table. Please note that these are provisional unaudited figures.    

Account GL Description Date Total
Min. Finance Capital 
Receipts

Receipt from IBRC 19 April 2012 €1.00

Finance Act 1978 Finance Acts 1978 & 
1990

27 April 2012 €20,241.55

OPW Capital Re-
ceipts

Sale of Garda Sta-
tions

12 November 2012 €140,000.00

EHLG Capital Re-
ceipts

Refund of Grants 10 January 2012 €338,364.00

Redemption Morrg 
20/21 Herb St

29 August 2012 €31,865.06

Redemp of Mortgage 
Curraheen Rd

26 November 2012 €93,382.73

Education Capital 
Receipts

FAS Sale of Assets - 
ICT Equi

29 June 2012 €961.73

F.Affairs Capital 
Receipts

Sale of Building in 
Brussels

29 August 2012 €2,134,000.00

CMNR Capital Re-
ceipts

SEAI Refund of 
Grant

20 December 2012 €9,877.00

Agric & Food Capi-
tal Receipts

Correct Misposting 22 February 2012 €9,505.89

Sale of Cold Store 
Ballytarsna

27 June 2012 €225,378.00

Sale of House 26 November 2012 €20,000.00
Transport Capital 
Receipts

Disposable of Ve-
hicles by CIE

28 March 2012 €633,430.00

ET&E Capital Re-
ceipts

Sale Van 10 February 2012 €25,436.00

Rcpt- CEB Grant 
Asst.

28 March 2012 €115,408.00

Enter.Ire iro excess 
Own Reso.

27 April 2012 €14,934,391.00

Enterprise Ire Excess 
ORI 2011

30 July 2012 €1,725,617.02

CEBs decommitals 
of Grant offe

12 October 2012 €192,482.90

Excess own Re-
source income

26 November 2012 €6,390,000.00
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Account GL Description Date Total
Excess own Re-
source income

20 December 2012 €3,456,000.00

AST Capital Re-
ceipts

Sale Of Laptop 12 July 2012 €40.00

Total €30,496,381.88

16/01/2013WRK04150Tax Yield

16/01/2013WRK04200215. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the €250,384,000 of Customs receipts as listed in the December Exchequer Statement; 
if all of that is remitted to the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1925/13]

16/01/2013WRK04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is not possible to provide a break-
down of the customs receipts of €250,384,000 as listed in the December Exchequer statement. 
Customs are considered an Own Resource of the European Union. Approximately 25% of the 
customs receipts are retained by the relevant Member State as a “payment” for the collection 
cost with the balance paid to the EU to fund the EU budget.

16/01/2013WRK04350Tax Yield

16/01/2013WRK04400216. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down by excise duty source of the €4.7 billion yield as listed in the December Exchequer State-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1926/13]

16/01/2013WRK04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The €4.7 billion yield as listed in the 
December Exchequer Statement is made up of the following commodities.    

Cumulative Receipts

Commodity 2012€m
Beer 308.4
Spirits 261.3
Wine 225.2
Cider 42.6
Tobacco 945.0
Light Oils 906.3
Other Oils 1126.7
Carbon 354.0
VRT 379.1
Other Excise 80.0
Motor Tax 46.5
Total Excise 4675.0
The above figures are provisional. 

16/01/2013WRK04550Tax Yield
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16/01/2013WRK04600217. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down in tabular form of the specific source such as residential property, commercial property 
etcetera, of the €1,428 billion yield of stamps as listed in the December Exchequer Statement; if 
he will provide that along with the individual yields from 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1927/13]

16/01/2013WRK04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The only available breakdown of Stamp 
Duty Receipts is on a Revenue Net Receipts basis, rather than on an Exchequer Receipts basis.  
These can differ slightly from Exchequer Receipts for reasons of accounting and timing.  I ask 
the Deputy to note the figures are provisional and subject to revision. 

Description 2011 (€m) 2012 (€m)
Property: 134.54 105.41
   Residential 44.48 56.9
   Non-Residential 90.06 48.51
Shares 194.76 171.78
Companies Capital Duty 0.15 0.06
Cheques 33.23 30.97
Insurance Policies 2.54 1.83
General Deeds 0.07 0
Penalties 0.1 0.25
Credit Cards 51.8 51.64
Bank Levy 0 0
Non-Life Levy 106.4 104.16
Life Assurance Levy 31.6 24.12
ATM Cards 1.5 1
Debit Cards 0.03 0.03
Combined Cards 15.7 15.51
Health Insurance Levy 346.97 436.77
Pension Levy 463.23 482.88
TOTAL 1382.62 1426.41

        Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 91.

16/01/2013WRL00250Disabled Drivers Grants

16/01/2013WRL00300219. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Finance if the tax relief for disabled driv-
ers and disabled passengers scheme is planned on being increased from the current figure of 
€15,875 in line with the increase in purchase costs, conversion costs and maintenance costs 
(details supplied) and if he will confirm that the tax relief is over two years and will remain so. 
[1963/13]

16/01/2013WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 
353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994) 
(as amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts of 
VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme.  The legislation specifies that, where a 
person satisfies the Revenue Commissioners that s/he is a Disabled Driver who complies with 
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all the conditions of the Disabled Drivers Scheme, that person shall be entitled to relief in re-
spect of a vehicle with an engine capacity of up to but not greater than 2,000 c.c. 

The legislation also specifies that relief will be granted in respect of Value Added Tax (VAT), 
Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) or residual VRT borne in respect of a vehicle, or in respect of 
the adaptation of a vehicle, subject to the limit specified in Regulation 9 (Driver) or Regulation 
11 (Passenger).  There is no restriction on the extent of the adaptations but relief is subject to 
the specified limits. The specified limit in respect of a disabled driver is € 9,525 and in respect 
of disabled passenger is €15,875.

Disabled drivers purchasing second-hand vehicles may participate in this scheme provided 
they comply with all the conditions of the Disabled Drivers Scheme as outlined. Regarding 
VRT, the legislation specifies that the claimant must have borne the residual vehicle registration 
tax. In the case of the purchase of a second-hand vehicle, if there is no vehicle registration tax 
on the second-hand vehicle because it was either remitted or repaid when purchased as new, 
then there is no residual vehicle registration tax to be borne by anyone on a subsequent purchase 
and hence there is no amount available for refund.

An individual who qualifies under the scheme has to retain the vehicle for 2 years before it 
can be replaced under the Scheme.

The legislation does not provide for any exceptions and the provisions of SI 353/1994 must 
be fully adhered to.  I have no plans to increase the relief available.

Some 13,000 people benefited under the scheme in 2011 at an overall estimated cost of €51 
million. Given the scale and scope of the scheme, any possible changes can only be made after 
careful consideration and with regard to the existing and prospective cost of the scheme and the 
available resources.

16/01/2013WRL00450Consultancy Contracts Issues

16/01/2013WRL00500220. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos 96 and 97 of 17 October 2012, when he intends to forward a response; the reason 
it has taken him at least three months to respond to questions relating to consultancy and legal 
expenditure by his Department.  [2018/13]

16/01/2013WRL00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The two parliamentary questions posed 
by the Deputy were as follows: PQ 45297/12 - To ask the Minister for Finance if he will pro-
vide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the total 
amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or State 
agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded con-
tracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was 
advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter  .

PQ 45314/12 – To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide details in tabular form for 
the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered 
into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility for the 
obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject mat-
ter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned 
and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each case the matter was advertised 
for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

These questions were not therefore simply confined to information in relation to my Depart-
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ment. Had this been the case a reply would have been available immediately.

The scope of the questions, both in terms of the number of calendar years included in the 
request, the inclusion of bodies and state agencies under the remit of my Department, and the 
level of data requested for each item, meant that the compilation of the data in order to provide a 
full response to the questions was time-consuming and voluminous. Furthermore, the questions 
were received at a time when staff responsible for compiling the data for their respective Offic-
es were also heavily involved in the Estimates process and subsequently the year end process.

A reply to PQ 45314 was completed last week and has now issued from my Department. A 
reply to PQ 45297 is expected to issue before the end of this week.

16/01/2013WRL00650Fuel Laundering

16/01/2013WRL00700221. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance his actions on tackling illegal fuel 
laundering; his future plans in confronting the problem; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54525/12]

16/01/2013WRL00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they are conscious of the threat that fuel laundering poses to legitimate business 
and the exchequer and that they have adopted a comprehensive strategy to tackle the problem. 
This strategy includes supply chain controls designed to deny fuel launderers access to marked 
fuel for laundering and to deny them access to the market for laundered fuel. It also includes 
close cooperation with Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) in the UK in relation to 
the policy response to this problem, including the pursuit of a new more effective marker for 
rebated fuel. In addition Revenue continues to take robust and effective enforcement action 
against fuel launderers and others involved in this illegal trade. This action involves close coop-
eration with An Garda Síochána, the Police Service of Northern Ireland, HMRC and other law 
enforcement agencies.   Measures taken to date include the introduction of a stronger licensing 
regime for the auto-fuel sector in 2011 and, following legislation in the Finance Act 2012, the 
introduction of a new licensing regime for marked fuel traders in October 2012. From January 
2013 new reporting requirements will also take effect, which require all licensed fuel traders 
to report their transactions to Revenue on a monthly basis. This supply chain data will enable 
Revenue to identify suspicious or anomalous activity for investigation.

The measures taken to date by Revenue have already provided the basis for a very effective 
response; in the past two years approximately two million litres of fuel have been seized, 20 oil 
laundries have been detected and over 70 filling stations have been closed.  In addition, Revenue 
and HMRC signed a Memorandum of Understanding in May 2012 on a joint approach to seek-
ing a new marker for rebated fuel and issued a joint ‘Invitation to Make Submissions’ (IMS) 
in June 2012 for this purpose. There was a very good response to the IMS and submissions are 
now being evaluated. It is planned that this process will be completed by mid-2013.  

16/01/2013WRL00850Black Economy Issues

16/01/2013WRL00900222. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the initiatives he is taking to 
combat the black market and other illegal activity in the retail sector; if his attention has been 
drawn to the impact of such activity on the retail business, retail jobs and on the public Exche-
quer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51853/12]

16/01/2013WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
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missioners that they are very mindful of the unfair competitive advantage to be gained by 
those businesses that do not fulfil their tax obligations.  Revenue’s tax and duty compliance 
programmes are under constant review to ensure that they are focussed on the areas of greatest 
risk, including risks from the shadow economy.   

Revenue tackles the problem of the shadow economy through a range of compliance and 
audit interventions including targeted special projects.  A variety of methodologies are used by 
Revenue to identify those who are operating in the shadow economy including covert surveil-
lance, cold calls to businesses and venues as well as pre-arranged aspect queries on specific 
items.  In addition, joint operations are conducted with the Department of Social Protection us-
ing Joint Investigation Units and there is a strong focus on cash businesses, given its potential 
high-risk nature.

I am confident that the Revenue Commissioners are pursuing a programme that is dealing in 
a very determined way with tax evasion in all its forms:

- In 2012, Revenue carried out more than 537,000 compliance interventions, yielding more 
than €492 million. 

- For the period January to August 2012, specific Shadow Economy Projects carried out by 
Revenue show that in the cash business, white-collar cash, construction and rental sectors, a 
total of 1,963 audits were undertaken, with a yield in excess of €62 million.

Considerable success has been achieved in combating the illegal trade in tobacco prod-
ucts.  In 2012, Revenue’s Customs Service seized a total of 95.6 million cigarettes from 8,105 
seizures. A further 19,676 kilograms of other tobacco products were taken in 2012 from 1,397 
seizures.

In addition to the ongoing enforcement action against the illegal fuel trade, steps are being 
taken to ensure enhanced control and supervision at all stages of the fuel supply chain.

Key actions include a strengthening of the licensing arrangements for businesses selling 
auto-fuel, and of the enforcement of licensing requirements. As well as these important licens-
ing changes, a requirement operates from 1 January 2013 for all fuel traders to make electronic 
monthly returns to Revenue on their fuel transactions. This will facilitate Revenue in detecting 
unusual or anomalous patterns of activity.

Given the links of organised criminality with the illegal fuel trade, Revenue works closely 
with An Garda Síochána in combating it. Searches undertaken as part of intelligence-led opera-
tions have resulted in a considerable number of seizures of diesel and the closure of laundering 
plants, particularly in border counties.

The Revenue Commissioners advise that in 2012, 11 oil laundries were detected and shut 
down and 199,000 litres of oil were seized along with 28 vehicles and 5 trailers. There were 10 
arrests in the course of these operations.  In the period January to November 2012, 56 premises 
were closed.

Finally, I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they hold regular meetings 
with trade and representative bodies through The Hidden Economy Monitoring Group where 
the risks posed by shadow economy activities are discussed.  The Deputy should also note that 
changes are frequently made in tax legislation aimed at counteracting shadow economy activity.  
Two examples from 2012 include the introduction of the electronic Relevant Contracts Tax re-
gime and an enhanced penalty regime for employers who fail to operate PAYE regulations fully.



Questions - Written Answers

236

16/01/2013WRL01050NewERA Establishment

16/01/2013WRL01100223. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date 
on the New Era project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53261/12]

16/01/2013WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I informed the Deputy in response to a 
question from him on progress on the NewERA project on 15 November 2012 that the Govern-
ment announced the establishment of the New Economy and Recovery Authority (NewERA) 
within the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) in September 2011.   NewERA has 
a centralised shareholder advisory role from a financial and commercial perspective in respect 
of corporate governance matters for five commercial semi-state companies: ESB, Bord Gáis 
Eireann, EirGrid, Bord na Mona and Coillte. This role, based on the Shareholder Executive 
model already established in a number of developed economies, involves advising on activi-
ties such as capital expenditure plans, corporate strategy, acquisitions and disposals. NewERA 
is already working closely with the relevant Government Departments and companies in this 
regard. The Shareholder Executive approach is designed to provide the Government with a 
portfolio view of investment returns from the sector and with a means of assessing the likely 
impact of commercial developments in the sector on long-term Government investment plans. 

NewERA is also charged with assisting the development and implementation of Govern-
ment plans for investment in energy, water and next-generation   telecommunications with the 
long-term objective of employment creation and has commenced work with the relevant Gov-
ernment Departments in these areas. NewERA is an important element in the Government’s 
strategy to promote economic growth and create jobs.

Officials of my Department are liaising with the National Treasury Management Agency in 
preparing proposals for legislation to put NewERA on a statutory footing and I expect to bring 
forward those proposals as soon as possible once that work is completed.

  Question No. 224 answered with Question No. 204.

16/01/2013WRL01350European Globalisation Fund

16/01/2013WRL01400225. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills following the dis-
bursement of the European Globalisation Fund to workers made redundant from Dell in Limer-
ick in 2009 the number of those workers that benefitted from that fund to the extent of accessing 
courses and starting new businesses; of those who started new businesses the number they man-
aged to employ and finally the number of the workers that remain on the live register. [1309/13]

16/01/2013WRL01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Some 2,622 redundant workers at the Dell computer manufacturing plant at Raheen, Co. 
Limerick and at a number of ancillary enterprises received supports under the EGF co-financed 
programme of assistance. Of these beneficiaries, 1,583 received supports in the areas of train-
ing, third level education or business start-ups. In total, 191 persons who were assisted under 
the programme moved into self-employment and, at the time of the making of the Final Report 
on the programme to the European Commission in December 2011 a total of 206 persons were 
employed in those assisted businesses.

My Department is not responsible for Live Register statistics. However, my Department 
undertook an exercise in consultation with the Department of Social Protection in order to as-
sess the unemployment rate amongst the cohort of EGF Dell programme beneficiaries as at 
June 2012, one year after the programme finished. This exercise estimated that, at that time, the 
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number of beneficiaries who were unemployed stood at 812.

16/01/2013WRL01550Regulatory and Poverty Impact Assessments

16/01/2013WRL01600226. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of regu-
latory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past twelve 
months; and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department in the 
past twelve months.  [57758/12]

16/01/2013WRL01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2012 my Department car-
ried out a formal regulatory impact assessment on the Education and Training Boards Bill 
2012.  This regulatory impact assessment has been published and is available to download on 
my Department’s website.

16/01/2013WRL01750Regulatory and Poverty Impact Assessments

16/01/2013WRL01800227. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any 
impact assessment was carried out prior to announcing the two point increase in post leaving 
certificate schools in budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57816/12]

16/01/2013WRL01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Department had regard to a range of factors in considering the impact of this decision, 
including the allocation of additional approved PLC places to providers in recent years and the 
demonstrated capacity of most providers to cater for enrolments above the approved number of 
places.  As is the case in the implementation of such decisions in other parts of the education 
sector, the precise arrangements for implementation are a matter for local management; in this 
case, Chief Executive Officers of Vocational Education Committees (VECs) and their Princi-
pals and staff.

As the change will not take effect until September 2013, VECs have until then to plan for 
the reduced allocation across the schools/colleges under their remit and to work with their Prin-
cipals and staff to ensure they can continue to deliver programmes which closely meet the needs 
of both students and employers.

While it would be preferable not to have to make any changes, it is hard to justify providing 
a more generous PTR in PLC - which is mainly geared to school leavers and adults returning 
to education - than second-level schools - which cater for teenagers.  This decision is being 
made at a time when the Government has succeeded in protecting class sizes in primary and 
free second-level schools for the coming year, ensuring that our limited resources are rightly 
focussed on the children in our education system.

16/01/2013WRL01950Pupil-Teacher Ratio

16/01/2013WRL02000228. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the full 
impact of the increase in the pupil teacher ratio in post leaving certificate schools in terms of 
posts lost, reduced number of places and courses cancelled; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [57817/12]

16/01/2013WRL02100229. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mea-
sures he will take to ensure that places are not reduced and important specialist courses are not 
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cancelled as a result of the increase in the teacher pupil ratio in post leaving certificate schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57818/12]

16/01/2013WRL02200242. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
spond to fears that the increase in the pupil-teacher ratio from 17:1 - 19:1 will result in a 10% 
cut to staff in the Cork College of Commerce; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57904/12]

16/01/2013WRL02300277. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the impact the recent budgetary decision to increase the pupil teacher ratio 
in colleges of further education is going to have on the quality and range of educational options 
provided by such colleges; his plans to review this decision; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [1059/13]

16/01/2013WRL02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 228, 229, 242 and 248 together.

The pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) for Post Leaving Cert (PLC) - at 17:1 - is more favourable 
than the PTR in second level schools - 19:1. The Government decided to raise the PLC PTR to 
the same level as that which applies in all free second-level schools.

While it would be preferable not to have to make any changes, it is hard to justify providing 
a more generous PTR in PLC - which is mainly geared to school leavers and adults returning 
to education - than second-level schools - which cater for teenagers.  This decision is being 
made at a time when the Government has succeeded in protecting class sizes in primary and 
free second-level schools for the coming year, ensuring that our limited resources are rightly 
focussed on the children in our education system.

The change will take effect in September 2013 and will reduce the overall number of PLC 
teaching posts by 200 - allocations to individual colleges are a matter for the managing VEC.  It 
may lead to some reduction in subject choices for students but the sector has expanded rapidly 
over the past few decades, developing many innovative programmes for its students. In the 
meantime VECs will have an opportunity to plan for the reduced allocation across the schools/
colleges under their remit and to work with their Principals and staff to ensure they can continue 
to deliver programmes which closely meet the needs of both students and employers.

16/01/2013WRL02450Vocational Education Committees Staff

16/01/2013WRL02500230. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
publish the nature of the reserves that he says are residing with the vocational education com-
mittees and which will prevent the €13 million cuts to VEC’s in Budget 2013 impacting upon 
service levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57819/12]

16/01/2013WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I informed the Deputy in 
my reply of 18th December 2012 , my decision to reduce the VEC allocation for 2013 took ac-
count of the capacity of VECs to utilise cash balances on a once off basis.

My Department determines and then communicates to the VECs details of their annual 
budgets as early as possible in a given year. This year, in accordance with my decision, the cash 
balances of each VEC will be taken into account in the determination process. I would be happy 
to provide the Deputy with the outcome of this process, once the budgets have been determined 
and communicated to the VECs.
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16/01/2013WRL02650Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRL02700231. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
Student Universal Support Ireland have requested the same information on three separate occa-
sions from a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if he will expedite the application; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57822/12]

16/01/2013WRL02800340. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a higher 
education grant application in respect of a student (details supplied) in County Mayo will be 
processed; the reason this application has been delayed; and if he will expedite the application 
in view of the delay experienced to date. [1756/13]

16/01/2013WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 231 and 340 together.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding 
authority, that in the case of the student referred to by the Deputy her application is currently 
being assessed and a letter will issue shortly directly to the student outlining the position when 
a decision is made.

16/01/2013WRL02950Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRL03000232. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
a third level grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. 
[57846/12]

16/01/2013WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 2nd January 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as the 
requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome. Where 
particular financial difficulties arise in the meantime, an application may be made to the Student 
Assistance Fund through the access office of the relevant college.

16/01/2013WRL03150Teaching Qualifications

16/01/2013WRL03200233. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to change the 
criteria (details supplied) for newly qualified teachers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [57852/12]

16/01/2013WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Newly qualified primary 
teachers (NQTs) who have completed their initial teacher education in the State are eligible 
to apply for registration with the Teaching Council. They are registered with the condition of 
satisfactorily completing probationary requirements and, from July 2012, completion of the 
National Induction Programme for Teachers.

Both the Department of Education and Skills and the Teaching Council are aware that not 
all primary teachers will find an immediate teaching position in which to complete the proba-
tionary process. In order to facilitate teachers wishing to meet the terms of conditional registra-
tion with the Teaching Council, the minimum service requirement for registration probation 
purposes was decreased from 170 days to 100 days from the beginning of the 2011/12 school 
year. In addition, the JobBridge scheme and the Work Placement Programme have been avail-
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able to teachers and are fully supported by the Department of Education and Skills.  Department 
guidelines on JobBridge are set out in Circular 0046/2011 and the Work Placement Programme 
in Circular 66/2010. These are on my Department’s website. A number of teachers have availed 
of the above schemes and have utilised these placements towards the probation requirements of 
the Teaching Council.  Circular 29/2012 which my Department issued in August 2012 obliges 
schools to recruit unemployed teachers ahead of retired ones, in an effort to ease the difficulties 
for those who cannot find work in the profession.

If a teacher is unable to complete the requirements of a registration condition within the 
specified period, the teacher may apply to the Council for an extension to that period in the year 
in which it is due to expire. Information on this process is available on the Teaching Council 
website.

16/01/2013WRL03350Schools Building Projects Status

16/01/2013WRL03400234. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 177 of 11 December 2012; the date of the change in his Departments 
attitude towards Rush and Lusk Educate Togethers permanent building and the reason it was 
de-selected vis-a-vie the other schools on that list.  [57853/12]

16/01/2013WRL03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In determining projects that 
would be announced to proceed to construction during the 5 Year Plan, my Department priori-
tised new school buildings and extensions to meet future demographic growth. Other factors 
that were taken into account in scheduling the projects over the duration of the plan included 
the stage of progression reached by individual projects in the architectural design process, the 
availability of sites where appropriate and the technical readiness of projects to proceed to ten-
der and construction.  My Department in its examination of the project in the case of the school 
referred to by the Deputy took into account the fact that as the temporary site of the school had 
become available as the permanent site, the school’s long term accommodation needs could be 
met through the refurbishment and extension of the current school.

The project is currently being progressed through the architectural planning process and is 
intended to proceed to construction in 2015/16.  My Department met with the school’s Board 
of Management in December in relation to addressing issues with the school project.  Propos-
als with regard to the major project will be progressed by the design team in conjunction with 
the schools Board of Management and Department officials as the main building project is 
advanced.

16/01/2013WRL03550Capitation Grants

16/01/2013WRL03600235. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the assistance that can 
be given to school (details supplied) to assist in meeting the running costs of the school in view 
of the size of the building which is not yet fully occupied by the full number of classes which 
would secure an adequate capitation grant. [57856/12]

16/01/2013WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department provides 
capitation funding to all recognised primary schools within the free education scheme.

As the Deputy is aware Budget 2012 provided for a 2% reduction in the funding for capita-
tion and related grants to primary and second level schools in both 2012 and 2013 and a further 
1% in 2014 and 2015.
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Due to my decision of 21st February last, to retain posts from previous disadvantage schemes 
in DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 primary schools, it was necessary to generate alternative savings 
within the primary education budget. This has been achieved by bringing forward to this year 
1.5% of the 2% reduction in overall capitation funding originally scheduled for 2013.

The Deputy may wish to note that Circular 40/2009 clarifies issues relating to the allocation 
of funding for primary schools. The circular states that capitation funding provided for general 
running costs and funding provided for caretaking and secretarial services may be regarded as a 
common grant from which the Board of Management can allocate according to its own priori-
ties.

I understand that there were 217 pupils enrolled in the school on 30 September 2012. Sub-
ject to final verification, capitation funding will be paid on the basis of this enrolment.  I am 
unable to provide any further capitation funding to the school in 2013.

16/01/2013WRL03750Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRL03800236. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
a third level grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [57857/12]

16/01/2013WRL03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) the new centralised grant award-
ing authority, that the application of the student referred to by the Deputy will be reviewed 
shortly in relation to possible inclusion of additional increment for a second child in college. 
SUSI will notify the student directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRL03950Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRL04000237. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo has not yet had their student grant application processed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [57859/12]

16/01/2013WRL04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 20th December 2012 a re-
quest for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as 
the requested documentation is returned, the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRL04150State Agencies

16/01/2013WRL04200238. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, which 
are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been abolished, 
merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been realised 
since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if he will pro-
vide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [57876/12]

16/01/2013WRL04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Details of agencies under the 
remit of my Department can be downloaded from the Department’s website, www.education.
ie. This information is updated when any relevant changes occur.
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For the Deputy’s information, no agency under the aegis of my Department has been abol-
ished since March 2011.

With regard to the rationalisation of state agencies the Deputy may wish to note the follow-
ing:

-  On 7th November, 2012 the Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), replaced the Na-
tional Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI), the Further Education and Training Awards 
Council of Ireland (FETAC), and the Higher Education Training and Awards Council (HETAC).

Major savings had already been achieved through the administrative preparations for amal-
gamation through non-replacement of staff retiring or leaving, the consolidation of the CEO 
role and streamlining of operations across the existing bodies. The 2012 current allocation for 
the bodies was €7.7 million, compared to an outturn of over €13 million in 2008. Staffing in 
NQAI, HETAC and FETAC has reduced from 110 to 80 over the same period. 

As well as the more general savings arising from organisational efficiencies, specific sav-
ings relating to accommodation and staffing arise from the amalgamation. The amalgamating 
agencies were located in 4 separate locations and this has been reduced to 2. This has realised 
annual rent savings of approximately €400,000 in a full year. In addition, the reduction in the 
number of CEOs has resulted in savings of approximately €250,000 per year from 2011 on-
wards.

It is estimated that the costs arising from the amalgamation in 2012 will be approximately 
€1.8 million, split evenly between accommodation costs and the integration of ICT infrastruc-
ture. However, it should be noted that this has been managed in the context of reduced Exche-
quer allocations since 2008.

-  The Irish Research Council for Science, Engineering and Technology and Irish Research 
Council for Humanities and Social Sciences were merged into a single entity in March, 2012 - 
the Irish Research Council (IRC).

-  In June 2011, the functions of the National Educational Welfare Board transferred to the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

-   Since September 2011, the National Centre for Technology in Education (NCTE) is 
within the remit of Dublin West Education Centre alongside the Department’s largest support 
service, the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST).

The Deputy will also be aware that there are a number of major structural reform projects 
and other initiatives being progressed in the Education sector (of which some are included in 
the Public Sector Reform Plan). These include:

-  The amalgamation of the 33 Vocational Education Committees (VECs) / establishment 
of 16 Education and Training Boards (ETBs). The ETBs will take over the work of VECs and 
will have an expanded role in the delivery of further education and training across the country.

It is expected that the Education and Training Boards will be established in early 2013. 
Consequently, there are no direct savings for 2012. Depending on the date of establishment in 
2013, full year savings are estimated at €2.1m. The Education and Training Boards Bill 2012 is 
currently at Committee Stage. 

-  A single awarding authority for student grants. City of Dublin VEC will operate as the 
new single student grant awarding authority to replace the existing 66 grant awarding bodies. 
Implementation of the new arrangements are being phased in from the 2012/13 academic year.
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-  The consolidation of Higher Education provision under the Strategy for Higher Education 
to 2030.

-  Following the enactment of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012, the nec-
essary steps are being taken to establish the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board. This 
body will be funded from the contributions of the religious congregations offered in response 
to the request for additional contributions, following the publication of the Ryan Report. The 
legislation also provides for the dissolution of the Education Finance Board, which has almost 
exhausted the €12.7 million available to it, and the transfer of any remaining functions of the 
Education Finance Board to the new Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board.

-  As part of the reorganisation of FAS and the creation of the National Employment and 
Entitlements Service (Intreo) by the Department of Social Protection, FAS Employment and 
Community Services (approximately 800 staff) was transferred to the Department of Social 
Protection in January 2012.

The passing of primary legislation is required for the establishment of SOLAS. The Heads 
of a Bill for the establishment of SOLAS were approved by Government. The Bill will, among 
other things, provide for the establishment of SOLAS, the dissolution of FAS and the transfer of 
the FÁS training division to the newly formed Education and Training Boards.  It is anticipated 
that this legislation will be published in the current Dáil session.

16/01/2013WRL04350Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRL04400239. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ex-
pedite an application for a third level grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57893/12]

16/01/2013WRL04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 
Deputy has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 8th January 2013.

16/01/2013WRM00150Teachers’ Remuneration

16/01/2013WRM00200240. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a circular detailing pay scales for new entrants to teaching (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [57898/12]

16/01/2013WRM00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The most significant adjust-
ment to teacher pay arising from the recent Government decision on allowances is that new 
entrant teachers will not receive qualification allowances but will start on a new salary scale, the 
first point of which is equivalent to the fourth point of the existing scale. This new salary scale 
will apply in the case of all teachers who are new appointees to teaching on or after 1 February 
2012.

The introduction of this new salary scale has been a complex task which has required a de-
tailed implementation process. A circular on implementation of the Government decision as it 
applies to teachers is due to issue shortly from my Department.

16/01/2013WRM00350Student Grant Scheme Applications
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16/01/2013WRM00400241. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a third level 
grant will be issued to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57900/12]

16/01/2013WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has been refused and a letter outlining the position issued on 20 De-
cember 2012.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an ap-
peal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted 
the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by 
the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board.

  Question No. 242 answered with Question No. 228.

16/01/2013WRM00650Third Level Institutions Mergers

16/01/2013WRM00700243. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the negotiations between the Church of Ireland College of Education and Trinity 
College Dublin in relation to a possible merger. [57928/12]

16/01/2013WRM00800244. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the negotiations between Saint Patrick’s College, Drumcondra and Dublin City 
University in relation to a possible merger.  [57929/12]

16/01/2013WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 243 and 244 together.

I have accepted the recommendations set out in a report commissioned by the Higher Edu-
cation Authority (HEA) on the structures of initial teacher education (ITE). The purpose of the 
report, which I requested, was to identify new possible structures to improve initial teacher 
education in Ireland so that it is comparable with the best in the world.

The international panel of education experts recommended that teacher education be pro-
vided in six “centres for teacher education”. This will mean that a smaller number of centres for 
ITE exist, but that they offer education across multiple sectors from early childhood to primary, 
to post primary to adult education. These centres will also possess a critical mass in terms of 
research capacity which is not always possible in smaller institutions. The panel suggested that 
Church of Ireland College of Education would be suitably positioned to join a number of the 
proposed new configurations.

I am not in a position to provide an update on the current status of negotiations between the 
various institutions involved. However, I have asked the HEA to prepare an implementation 
report, which I expect to receive shortly.

16/01/2013WRM00950Youth Unemployment Data

16/01/2013WRM01000245. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the 2012 McKinsey Center for Government Report, Education to Employment: Designing a 
System that Works.  [57936/12]
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16/01/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report, “Education to 
Employment: Designing a System the Works” focuses on addressing global youth unemploy-
ment through skills development with a particular emphasis on the importance of developing 
connections between employers and education providers in order to ensure that students are 
learning the right skills for employment.

Strengthening links with industry as recommended in the report is a key element  of the 
wide ranging programme of reform being implemented across the education and training sys-
tem in Ireland.  For example the new targeted funding models of skills development, Spring-
board, Momentum and ICT skills have strong employer involvement.  

The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) which is funded by my Department also 
brings together industry, academia and State agencies in identifying the future skills require-
ments of the economy and its research and reports inform the development of course curricula.

16/01/2013WRM01150Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRM01200246. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students in County Kerry who are awaiting grant approval from Student Universal Support 
Ireland.  [57944/12]

16/01/2013WRM01300247. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students in County Kerry who were denied a student grant. [57945/12]

16/01/2013WRM01400248. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students in County Kerry who were approved for a student grant. [57946/12]

16/01/2013WRM01500278. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of applications for Student Universal Support Ireland grants that are still awaiting processing 
from County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1074/13]

16/01/2013WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 246 to 248, inclusive, and 278 together.

The following table provides a breakdown of the processing position of student grant ap-
plications received by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) from County Kerry. The data 
provided is at a point in time on 15 January, 2013. It gives the position for student grant appli-
cations for attendance at both further and higher education. This data has been provided to my 
Department by SUSI.

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. Those awarded a grant 
must supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from the 
institution in order for the first instalment to be paid.

SUSI Applications - Processing Position for County Kerry
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County Total 
applica-
tions 
received

Incom-
plete 
Appli-
cations

Appli-
cations 
where 
all re-
quested 
docu-
menta-
tion 
submit-
ted

Award-
ed

Refused 
or Can-
celled

Appli-
cations 
current-
ly with 
SUSI 
for pro-
cessing

Main-
tenance 
Pay-
ments

Fees  
only 
awards 
ap-
proved 

Kerry 2492 748 1744 1137* 578 29 721 218
*This figure includes a number of students provisionally awarded awaiting final course ac-

ceptance and some 218 students awarded a “fees only grant”.

16/01/2013WRM01650Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRM01700249. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students still awaiting a decision and payment of their higher education grant on the 1 January 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57978/12]

16/01/2013WRM01800292. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the figure as of 1 January 2013, on the number of students still waiting for their grants 
to be processed; if there are proposals to undertake an external review of Student Universal 
Supplement Ireland to ensure that this type of situation will never again occur; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1232/13]

16/01/2013WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 249 and 292 together.

As at close of business on 2 January, the situation in relation to the 67,322 student grant ap-
plications was reported by SUSI as follows:

- 43,015 (64%) were complete - awarded, provisionally awarded or refused;

- 22,978 (34%) were awaiting documentation from students – 10,524 of which have not yet 
provided any documentation;

- 1,329  (2%) were currently with SUSI for processing (1,217) or with Abtran for verifica-
tion of documentation (112).

Of the 26,883 awarded or provisionally awarded a grant on that date, some 5,266 were fee 
only awards. 14,908 had received their maintenance payment. The remaining students awarded 
a maintenance grant who had yet to be paid was in the region of 5,000. SUSI continuing to 
make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their grant as expeditiously 
as possible, once they have been awarded a grant.  Those awarded a grant must supply bank 
account details and confirmation of registration must be received from the institution in order 
for the first instalment to be paid.  

Figures are not available for 1 January 2013. This data has been provided to my Department 
by SUSI.

An external review of SUSI’s business processes will be put in place in the coming weeks to 
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inform improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year. The proposed timeline for 
completion of the review is March 2013.

16/01/2013WRM01950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/01/2013WRM02000250. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
there is a difference in the revised sick leave arrangements Circular 0033/2010 between teach-
ing staff and special needs assistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57988/12]

16/01/2013WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The terms and conditions of 
employment for employees differ depending on the employment criteria, areas of responsibil-
ity, etc. Teachers and special Needs Assistants are employed to perform different duties, are 
remunerated on a different pay scale and attract different terms and conditions notwithstanding 
the fact that they may be employed by the same employer.

The terms and conditions, including the provisions pertaining to sick leave, are normally 
agreed between the representative bodies of each grade and the Department of Education and 
Skills and the Department of Finance. The sick leave scheme for special needs assistants as 
contained in Circular 0033/2010 was effected by such an agreement.

16/01/2013WRM02150Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRM02200251. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a Student Universal 
Support Ireland third level grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
9 will be processed and granted as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [58019/12]

16/01/2013WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility 
for new student grant applications from the 2012/13 academic year is a matter for the new cen-
tralised grant awarding authority, Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI).

The student referred to by the Deputy had her application cancelled by SUSI as it was in-
complete. On 30 November, 2012 a letter was issued by SUSI to the student informing her that 
her application was cancelled and advising her to reapply.

When re-applying for a student grant it will be necessary for the student to complete all sec-
tions of the application form.

16/01/2013WRM02350School Funding

16/01/2013WRM02400252. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) in County Kerry has been refused grant aid to rectify health and safety 
issues in the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58051/12]

16/01/2013WRM02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authorities 
of the school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application recently for funding under 
my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme to carry out various improvement works at their 
school.

As the scope of works for which funding is sought is outside the terms of the scheme they 
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cannot be considered for funding. The management authority of the school has been informed 
of this decision.

The school has been advised to submit a scaled down application to address the immedi-
ate health & safety issues and as soon as this application is received it will be assessed and the 
school authorities notified of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRM02550Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRM02600253. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo may expect their application for a higher education grant to 
be processed by Student Universal Support Ireland; if he will expedite the application; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [58068/12]

16/01/2013WRM02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, that in the case of the student referred to by the Deputy a grant has 
been refused and a letter outlining the position issued on 17 December 2012.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board.

16/01/2013WRM02750School Funding

16/01/2013WRM02800254. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will intervene 
in a health and safety issue at a school (details supplied) in County Kerry in view of the fact that 
the board of management have alerted and provided a full engineering report on the extreme 
necessity to carry out the electrical replacement and also the critical ESB recommendation and 
in the interest of general safety and compliance with electrical standards; if he will act immedi-
ately; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58073/12]

16/01/2013WRM02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authorities 
of the school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application recently for funding under 
my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme to carry out various improvement works at their 
school.

As the scope of works for which funding is sought is outside the terms of the scheme they 
cannot be considered for funding. The management authority of the school has been informed 
of this decision.

The school has been advised to submit a scaled down application to address the immedi-
ate health & safety issues and as soon as this application is received it will be assessed and the 
school authorities notified of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRM02950Back to Education Allowance Eligibility
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16/01/2013WRM03000255. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason whereby 
those that satisfy the qualifying period for the back to education allowance for 234 days on 
jobseeker’s benefit or allowance must in addition satisfy a qualifying period of 391 days on 
jobseeker’s benefit or allowance in order to receive the special rate fee grant specifically as 
it applies to those doing postgraduate studies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[58086/12]

16/01/2013WRM03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Eligibility for the Back to 
Education Allowance (BTEA) and associated payments is determined and administered by the 
Department of Social Protection.

The BTEA scheme was established to assist people who have been out of the workforce for 
some time and whose opportunities of obtaining employment would be enhanced by participa-
tion in the scheme. In this regard, I understand that it is a requirement of eligibility to have been 
getting a qualifying social welfare payment for set periods of time.

My Department’s statutory based Student Grant Scheme has its own particular qualifying 
terms and conditions.  In order to qualify for the special rate of grant the Student Grant Scheme 
specifies that the reckonable income must include one of the eligible payments listed in Sched-
ule 2, of the Scheme, on the specified date – i.e. 31 December of the relevant period. In the case 
of Jobseeker’s Allowance and Jobseeker’s Benefit the payments must be held for 391 days and 
12 months respectively.  The Scheme makes provision for combining periods of Jobseeker’s 
Allowance and Jobseeker’s Benefit and other eligible payments for the purposes of meeting 
391 days.

Those students who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant will be eli-
gible to have their post-graduate tuition fee paid up to the maximum fee limit under the Student 
Grant Scheme, subject to those students meeting all the relevant terms and conditions of the 
scheme.

16/01/2013WRM03150Departmental Correspondence

16/01/2013WRM03200256. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
spond to correspondence regarding disclosure of non conviction in respect of a person (details 
supplied). [58089/12]

16/01/2013WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The vetting arrangements for 
those seeking to work in the schools sector were initially introduced in 2006.

The recently enacted National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 
will provide the statutory basis for the vetting of persons involved in working with children and 
vulnerable adults, including those working in schools The Act sets out the statutory procedures 
that will apply to Garda vetting and to the disclosure of relevant records to employers and other 
relevant organisations.  The disclosure of records and any issues in relation to same will be a 
matter for the National Vetting Bureau which comes under the auspices of the Department of 
Justice and Equality. 

16/01/2013WRM03350Literacy Levels

16/01/2013WRM03400257. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sup-
port the literacy project sponsored by Barnardos (details supplied). [58104/12]
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16/01/2013WRM03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My  Department has priori-
tised funding for literacy and numeracy initiatives in the current, very difficult, budgetary con-
text.  The priority is to support measures which are proven to be core to improving outcomes for 
our children and young people.  These include improving initial teacher training and continuing 
professional development, supporting curricular change and systematically targeting supports 
for students in disadvantaged schools.  My  Department is not in a position to support measures 
over and above those outlined in the National Strategy on Literacy and Numeracy which was 
carefully designed to make the very best use of our scarce resources.

16/01/2013WRM03550School Transport Provision

16/01/2013WRM03600258. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
make known the costs of engaging a private bus contractor to bring children to school in Gle-
namaddy and Glinsk in County Galway; the reason this contractor is still engaged, when the 
original reason for hiring the contractor was to ensure that all passengers had a seat with a seat 
belt, Bus Éireann now having installed seat belts on all their buses; the facility or mechanism 
that exists to ensure that moneys granted to Bus Éireann by his Department is spent efficiently 
and to ensure full oversight of expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[58117/12]

16/01/2013WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport schemes, on behalf of my Department, is 
responsible for the negotiation and awarding of school transport contracts to private operators. 
The cost of individual routes or services is regarded as commercially sensitive.

School transport services are operated by a mix of public and private operators and the 
network is reviewed on an ongoing basis, ensuring that these services continue to be provided 
in the most economic and efficient manner.  All school buses operating under the School Trans-
port Scheme, both Bus Éireann buses and contractors buses, provide an adult seat, fitted with a 
safety belt, for each child.

According to a recent Value for Money study conducted as part of the 2009-2011 reviews 
approved by Government, the scheme is managed in a highly effective and efficient manner by 
Bus Éireann.

Bus Éireann maintains a separate account for the School Transport Scheme, which is audit-
ed each year by independent auditors.  Audited accounts in respect of the last number of years 
are available on my Department’s website.

16/01/2013WRM03750Pupil-Teacher Ratio

16/01/2013WRM03800259. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
for altering the pupil teacher ratio for post leaving certificate colleges; the likely effect this will 
have on youth unemployment and for the long term unemployed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [58119/12]

16/01/2013WRM03900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
There are 32,688 approved Post Leaving Cert (PLC) places available nationwide and this num-
ber of places is being maintained.

PLC places are allocated to Vocational Education Committees (VECs), Community and 
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Comprehensive and Voluntary Secondary schools on an annual basis following an application 
process and VECs are responsible for the further allocation of those places to schools and col-
leges under their remit.

While it would have been preferable not to have to make any changes, by bringing the pu-
pil teacher ratio (PTR) for PLC courses into line with that of free second level schools, e.g., 
19:1, the Government has succeeded in protecting class sizes in primary and free second-level 
schools for the coming year, ensuring that our limited resources are rightly focussed on the 
children in our education system. The change will yield estimated savings of €12 million in a 
full year and €4 million in 2013 because the change will only come into effect from September 
2013.

The change will reduce the number of teaching posts by 200 in PLC courses and may lead 
to some reduction in subject choices for students. It is now up to VEC CEOs and principals to 
plan for September 2013 to ensure they can continue to deliver programmes which closely meet 
the needs of both students and employers.

16/01/2013WRM03950State Examinations Issues

16/01/2013WRM04000260. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 11 has not been assigned a reader for their leaving certificate despite 
having had one in the junior certificate.  [58127/12]

16/01/2013WRM04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of the above, I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to you.

16/01/2013WRM04150School Accommodation

16/01/2013WRM04200261. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
for additional funding towards the cost of an extension to a school (details supplied) in County 
Galway will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58134/12]

16/01/2013WRM04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by the 
Deputy has been approved devolved funding to build an extension under my Department’s Ad-
ditional Accommodation Scheme.

The school authorities have recently submitted an application for additional funding related 
to the accommodation already approved and also for further capital funding towards the provi-
sion of ancillary school accommodation.  The school has been advised that due to the need to 
prioritise available funding for the provision of school accommodation to meet increasing de-
mographic requirements that my Department is only in a position to give consideration to any 
additional costs directly associated with the provision of the accommodation already approved.  
As soon as a decision is made the school authorities will be notified accordingly.

16/01/2013WRM04350Student Grant Scheme Applications
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16/01/2013WRM04400262. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the delay in processing a post graduate student grant application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58135/12]

16/01/2013WRM04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy a grant has been refused and a letter outlining the position issued on 4 January 
2013.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board.

16/01/2013WRM04550National Educational Psychological Service Staff

16/01/2013WRM04600263. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an assessment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [58151/12]

16/01/2013WRM04700346. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a psyhological assessment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  
[1855/13]

16/01/2013WRM04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Qestions 
Nos. 263 and 346 together.

My Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) operates an early 
intervention continuum of assessment in schools for students with the broad range of special 
educational needs. The continuum of assessment allows for the identification of pupils with 
special educational needs, their nature and severity by harnessing the experience of class teach-
ers and support teachers, in consultation with parents, and with the support of the psychologist.  
It also provides for the development of immediate responses and interventions designed to 
ameliorate the particular needs identified at the appropriate level, either in the classroom or with 
the assistance of the support teacher. This allows for a response to be put in place at the earliest 
possible juncture for students before their difficulties can become intractable.  Assessment of 
needs at this stage of the continuum involves information gathering, testing and observation by 
the various school personnel involved and support from the NEPS psychologist, as required.

Where the pupil does not make adequate progress following the interventions, or where the 
nature of the child’s special educational needs are significant, severe and complex, the school 
may agree with the psychologist that a psycho-educational assessment be conducted to identify 
the specific nature of the needs and the appropriate response necessary.  Students, so identified, 
are scheduled for assessment within that school year.

I can inform the Deputy that the student in question was not raised by school authorities 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist for any form of direct intervention. However contact 
was made with the school immediately before Christmas and a meeting took place on Friday, 
11 January last at which, inter alia, his situation was discussed.  I am informed that the school 
is now putting in place the appropriate arrangements which will lead to a meeting between the 
NEPS psychologist and the student in the near future.
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16/01/2013WRN00150Schools Building Projects Status

16/01/2013WRN00200264. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools approved to go to construction in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number of schools approved 
building extensions in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number of each of these projects that have gone 
to consolidation over payment and the number of projects gone to arbitration over payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [58158/12]

16/01/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The number of schools which 
had major projects that commenced construction in 2010, 2011 and 2012 was 45, 65 and 39 
respectively. All of these projects progressed under the new Public Works Contract(s). This 
form of contract includes a clause to allow the contracting parties (i.e. the Contractor or the Em-
ployer) to refer disputes to Conciliation and if necessary to Arbitration. Three of these projects 
were referred to conciliation. One of which  was subsequently withdrawn from conciliation. To 
date none of these projects have been referred to arbitration.  For the Deputy’s convenience I 
have attached details of the projects.

Schools gone to conciliation or arbitration from 2010-2012

County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Carlow 18363M SN Muire gan 
Smal, Green 
Lane

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Cavan 06998Q SN Tulach a 
Mhile, Corlough

New School

Cavan 61060M St Patrick’s Col-
lege, Cavan, Co. 
Cavan

New School

Cork 20105C Star of the Sea 
Primary School, 
Passage West  

New School

Donegal 18219F SN Chonaill, 
Machaire Chlo-
chair, Bun Beag

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Donegal 71240U Stranorlar Vo-
cational School 
(Finn Valley 
College)

New School

Donegal 91409A Pobalscoil 
Ghaoth Dobhair, 
Derrybeg, Let-
terkenny

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Dublin City 16964F Scoil Mhuire 
Ogh 1, Loreto 
College, Crum-
lin Rd, Dublin 
12

Extension/Re-
furbishment 
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore NS, 
Sarsfield Road, 
Dublin 10

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Dublin Fingal 19898K Gaelscoil an 
Duinnigh, Fel-
trim, Swords

New School

Dublin Fingal 20095C Gaelscoil Bhrian 
BÃ³roimhe (see 
also 20145O)

New School

Dublin Fingal 20145O Swords Edu-
cate Together 
NS (see also 
20095C)

New School

Dublin Fingal 60010P Loreto Second-
ary School, 
Balbriggan

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Dublin Fingal 76104O Donabate Com-
munity College

New School

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

60860Q Our Lady’s 
School, Tem-
pleogue Road, 
Terenure, Dub-
lin 6W

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

70030E Senior Col-
lege, DÃºn 
Laoghaire, 
Eblana Av-
enue, DÃºn 
Laoghaire, Co 
Dublin 

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Galway City 62970K ColÃ¡iste 
IognÃ¡id SJ Bo-
thar na Mara

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Kerry 20196I Ballybunion NS New School
Kildare 11976K Scoil Choca 

Naofa, Kilcock, 
Co. Kildare

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Kildare 13350A Scoil Bhride, 
Athgarvan

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Kildare 16345A Scoil Bhride, 
Nurney, Co. 
Kildare

New School

Kildare 17662R Scoil Bhride 
NS, Kill

New School

Kildare 17674B SN Aine Naofa, 
Ard Cloc, Straf-
fan

New School Referred to 
Conciliation
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Kildare 18654A Caragh NS, 
Naas

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Kildare 20058T Sc UÃ  Fhiach, 
Maynooth

New School

Kilkenny 15160G Marymount 
N.S., The Row-
er, Inistioge

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Laois 14260F Abbeyleix Sth 
NS, Abbeyleix

New School

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane Na-
tional School 

New School

Limerick City 18991S JFK Memorial 
School, Ennis 
Road

New School

Longford 71690F Ballymahon Vo-
cational School

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Louth 18069M Naomh 
Seosamh, Mell, 
Drogheda

New School

Louth 20205G St Mary’s Parish 
School, Droghe-
da

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Mayo 20046M Gaelscoil Na 
Cruaiche, 
Cathair na Mart, 
Co. Mayo

New School

Meath 19253K Scoil Naomh 
Barra, Wilkin-
stown

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Meath 20180Q Scoil Eoin Na-
tional School, 
Navan

New School

Monaghan 18028V Corr a Chrainn 
NS, Corr a 
Chrainn

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Offaly 17637S SN Sheosaimh 
Naofa, BeÃ¡l 
Ã�tha na gCarr, 
Tullamore

New School

Offaly 65610S Colaiste 
Choilm, 
O’Moore Street, 
Tullamore, Co 
Offaly

New School

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown, Co 
Roscommon

Extension/Re-
furbishment 
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Waterford 19629G Holy Cross 
School, Bally-
carnane, Tra-
more

New School

Waterford 20076V Bunscoil Bho-
thar na Naomh, 
Lismore 

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Wexford 71630K Vocational Col-
lege, Enniscor-
thy, Co Wexford

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Wicklow 10111O Lacken National 
School, Lacken, 
Blessington, Co 
Wicklow

New School

Wicklow 20016D Gaelscoil UÃ  
Cheadaigh, Bray

Extension/Re-
furbishment 

Wicklow 61800D Presentation 
College, Bray

New School

Total 45

County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Carlow 17127S St. Joseph’s NS, 
Hacketstown

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Carlow 17501Q Bennekerry NS, 
Bennykerry

New School

Cork 13450F Rushbrooke NS, 
Cobh

New School

Cork 16746S Ballygarvan NS New School
Cork 17667E SN PÃ¡draig 

Naofa, White-
church

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Cork 18279A St. Mary’s NS, 
Waterpark, Car-
rigaline

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Donegal 18052S Scoil Mhuire 
gan SmÃ¡l, Let-
terkenny

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin City 17936F Scoil Eoin 
Baisde Snr, 
Clontarf (see 
also 19006Q)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin City 19006Q Scoil Eoin 
Baisde B Sois, 
Clontarf (see 
also 17936F)

Extension/Re-
furbishment
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Dublin City 19373U St. Michael’s 
House Special 
School, Kish 
House, Green-
dale Road, 
Kilbarrack, 
Dublin 5

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin City 60450U ColÃ¡iste 
Mhuire, CID 
campus, Cabra, 
Dublin 7

New School

Dublin Fingal 00697S St. Brigid’s NS, 
Castleknock, 
Dublin 15

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 15315J St. George’s NS, 
Naul Road, Bal-
briggan, Dublin 
15

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 20161M Donabate\Por-
trane Educate 
Together

New School

Dublin Fingal 20201V Tyrrelstown 
Educate To-
gether

New School

Dublin Fingal 20252P GS Bhaile 
BrigÃ n, Castle-
lands, Balbrig-
gan (See also 
20282B)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 20282B Bracken Edu-
cate Together, 
Castlelands, 
Balbriggan (See 
also 20252P)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

19374W Garran Mhuire, 
Goatstown, 
Dublin 14

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

19474D St. Colmcille’s 
Junior NS, 
Knocklyon, 
Templeogue, 
Dublin 16 
(Linked to 
19742C)

New School
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

19742C St. Colmcille’s 
Senior NS, 
Knocklyon, 
Templeogue, 
Dublin 16 
(Linked to 
19474D)

New School

Galway 08512U Iomair NS, 
Killimor

New School

Galway 19506N Cappataggle 
Central School, 
Ballinasloe

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Galway City 19858V Gaelscoil Dara, 
Galway City

New School

Kerry 17646T O’Brennan NS, 
Kielduff, Tralee

New School

Kerry 20197K Kenmare NS, 
Kenmare

New School

Kerry 61440W St Mary’s CBS, 
Tralee

Extension\refur-
bishment

Kildare 06209J Athy Model 
NS (See also 
16705E and 
20192A)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Kildare 16705E Scoil Phad-
raig Naofa, 
Athy (See also 
06209J and 
20192A)

New School

Kildare 18018S Scoil Bhride 
NS, Rathangan

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Kildare 20114D Scoil Brid, Naas Extension/Re-
furbishment

Kildare 20192A Scoil Ã�th 
Ã�, Athy (See 
also 06209J and 
16705E)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Kildare 20271T Scoil na Naomh 
Uilig, Rickard-
stown, New-
bridge (Phase II)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Kilkenny 61580P Loreto Second-
ary School, 
Granges Road

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Laois 07442U Convent of Mer-
cy NS, Borris in 
Ossory

New School
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Laois 17617M Scoil Chom-
hgain Naofa, 
Killeshin

New School

Laois 20071L Scoil BhrÃ de, 
Rathdowney

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Limerick City 19587Q St. Augustine’s 
Youth Encoun-
ter Project

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Louth 20294I Aston Village 
Educate Togeth-
er, Drogheda

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Louth 20349H Scoil Oilibheir 
Naofa, Droghe-
da

New School

Louth 63920A Dundalk Gram-
mar School, The 
Crescent

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Mayo 20142I Scoil Ã�osa, 
Abbeyquarter, 
Ballyhaunis

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Meath 17213L SN Mhuire, Ma 
Nealta, Ceanna-
nus MÃ³r

New School

Meath 17821L Scoil Nais 
Mhuire Naofa, 
Enfield, Co 
Meath

New School

Meath 20215J St. Paul’s NS, 
Ratoath

New School

Meath 63870L Drogheda 
Grammar 
School

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Meath 76103M Colaiste Na 
hInse, Laytown 

New School

Monaghan 19936P Gaelscoil Ul-
tain, Monaghan 
Town (Linked 
to 76091I and 
76095Q)

New School

Monaghan 76091I GaelcholÃ¡iste 
Oiriall, 
Monaghan 
Town (Linked 
to 19936P and 
76095Q)

New School
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Monaghan 76095Q Monaghan 
Institute of 
Further Educa-
tion and Train-
ing (MIFET) 
- Linked to 
19936P and 
76091I)

New School

Offaly 18267Q Croinchoill NS, 
Birr

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown, Co 
Roscommon

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Sligo 19495L Carbury NS, 
The Mall

New School

Sligo 65170Q Summerhill 
College, Sligo

New School

South Dublin 20274C Esker ET, Ad-
amstown, Lucan

Extension/Re-
furbishment

South Dublin 20303G Lucan East Edu-
cate Together, 
Clonburris

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Tipperary NR 15696B Silvermines Na-
tional School

New School

Tipperary NR 65470F Ursuline Con-
vent, Thurles

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Tipperary NR 72370P Borrisokane 
Community 
College, Tipper-
ary

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Tipperary NR 72440K Nenagh VS, 
Nenagh

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Tipperary SR 72430H Scoil Ruaine 
Killenaule

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Waterford City 64970U ColÃ¡iste na 
Maighdine, Pre-
sentation Sec-
ondary School, 
Waterford City

New School

Westmeath 63290Q Loreto College, 
Mullingar

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Wexford 17017L SN PhÃ¡draig, 
Crossabeg

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Wexford 76127D Gorey Commu-
nity College

New School
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County Roll School Name & 
Address

Brief Column1

Wicklow 09760V Powerscourt 
NS, Power-
scourt, En-
niskerry, Co. 
Wicklow

New School Referred to 
Conciliation

Total 65

County Roll School Name & Address Brief Col-
umn1

Cavan 18857O Carraigabruise NS, Vir-
ginia

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Clare 15042A Ennis NS New School
Cork 17609N Rathcormac NS, Rathcor-

mac
New School

Cork 19839R Gaelscoil UÃ  RiordÃ¡n, 
Ballincollig

New School Re-
ferred 
to 
Con-
cili-
ation 
but 
subse-
quent-
ly 
with-
drawn

Cork City 62690E Scoil Mhuire, 2 Sydney 
Place, Wellington Road

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Cork City 81008W Ashton Comprehensive 
School, Blackrock Road

New School

Donegal 16672P St. Patrick’s NS, Lurgy-
brack

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Donegal 19971R Gaelscoil Adhamanain, 
Letterkenny

New School

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore NS, Sarsfield 
Road, Dublin 10

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 76213T Lusk Community College New School
Dublin Fingal 16675V Mulhuddart National 

School
New School

Dublin Fingal 18046A Scoil Bhride Boys NS, 
Blanchardstown (Linked 
to 18047C)

New School

Dublin Fingal 18047C Scoil Bhride Girls NS, 
Blanchardstown (Linked 
to 18046A)

New School
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County Roll School Name & Address Brief Col-
umn1

Dublin Fingal 20241K Scoil Choilm, 
Diswellstown,Porterstown 
(See also 76130P)

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 20269J New 16cr school an en-
hanced community facility 
in Flemington, Balbriggan 

New School

Dublin Fingal 20302E Thornleigh Educate To-
gether National School, 
Thornleigh Green, Swords

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 20307O Skerries Educate Together 
NS, Kelly’s Bay

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Dublin Fingal 20348F Holywell ET, Swords New School
Dublin Fingal 76130P Luttrellstown CC (See 

also 20241K)
New School

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

70030E Senior College, DÃºn 
Laoghaire, Eblana Av-
enue, DÃºn Laoghaire, Co 
Dublin 

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Galway 20199O Scoil NÃ¡isiÃºnta Uachtar 
Ãrd, Oughterard

New School

Galway City 19795A Tirellan Heights NS, 
Headford Road, Galway

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Galway City 62970K ColÃ¡iste IognÃ¡id SJ 
Bothar na Mara

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Kildare 17064U Scoil Phadraig, Ballylinan, 
Athy

New School

Laois 14838N Maryborough CoI NS (see 
also 20347D & 20081O)

New School

Laois 15556I Portarlington Convent NS Extension/Re-
furbishment

Laois 20081O Gaelscoil Portlaoise (see 
also 20347D & 14838N)

New School

Laois 20347D Portlaoise Educate To-
gether (see also 20081O & 
14838N)

New School

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane National School New School
Limerick City 64201T Ardscoil Ris, North Circu-

lar Rd, Limerick
Extension/Re-
furbishment

Limerick City 64240G St. Munchin’s College, 
Limerick City

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Meath 76173K ColÃ¡iste na MÃ , Navan New School
Meath 20179I St. Stephen’s NS, Navan New School
Meath 71960I Dunshaughlin CC Extension/Re-

furbishment
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County Roll School Name & Address Brief Col-
umn1

South Dublin 19817H St. Mary’s NS, Airlie 
Heights, Woodlawn, Lu-
can

Extension/Re-
furbishment

South Dublin 19878E Ballycragh NS, Bally-
cragh, Firhouse, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24

New School

South Dublin 20223I Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada, 
Lucan

New School

Wexford 20057R Gaelscoil Inis Corthaidh, 
Enniscorthy

New School

Wexford 20165U Gaelscoil Mhiosolog, 
Gorey

Extension/Re-
furbishment

Total 39

16/01/2013WRN00350Student Grant Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRN00400265. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
clarify the amount a student (details supplied) in County Laois will receive in their maintenance 
grant from Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[58164/12]

16/01/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Maintenance support is not 
available for students entering postgraduate courses in the academic year 2012/13.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
that issued a grant award letter to the student in question on 14 November 2011.  His application 
was subsequently reviewed and a revised award letter issued providing him with revised grant 
details in postgraduate fee contribution of €2,000.

If the applicant considers that the grant awarded is not the correct one, he may appeal, in 
the first instance, to SUSI. The 30 day period provided for the submission of an appeal may 
be extended for a further period of 30 days if the appeals officer is satisfied that the person has 
given reasonable cause to so extend.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

The Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through the access offices 
of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need.

16/01/2013WRN00550Site Acquisitions

16/01/2013WRN00600266. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; if a site has been identified yet; the time 
frame for construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58166/12]

16/01/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that my Department is working closely with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identify-
ing and acquiring a suitable site for the provision of permanent accommodation for the school 
to which he has referred. Given the sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I 
am not in a position to comment further at this point in time in relation to the site acquisition.

As the Deputy may be aware, the provision of a new school building for the school in ques-
tion is included in the 5 Year School Building Programme that I announced in March 2012 as 
a major school project that will commence construction over the duration of the Programme.

16/01/2013WRN00750Third Level Qualifications Data

16/01/2013WRN00800267. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the percentage 
of persons aged between 20 and 40 who hold a third level qualification; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [58169/12]

16/01/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As per the results from the 
most recent 2011 census conducted by the Central Statistics Office, there are approximately 
35.5% (427,498 of 1,203,174) of the population between the ages of 20 and 40 who hold a third 
level qualification of Ordinary Bachelor Degree or National diploma or higher.

16/01/2013WRN00950Third Level Qualifications Data

16/01/2013WRN01000268. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the percentage of 
people aged 15 years and over in County Kerry who hold a third level qualification; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [58170/12]

16/01/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As per the results from the 
most recent 2011 census conducted by the Central Statistics Office, just over 20,012 people 
from a population of 99,314 over the age of 15, or 20.2% held a third level qualification of Or-
dinary Bachelor Degree or National Diploma or higher in County Kerry.

16/01/2013WRN01150School Accommodation

16/01/2013WRN01200269. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that there is a problem with the school building (details supplied) 
in County Louth, it is not appropriate for the numbers attending and there is a serious traffic 
management problem in close vicinity to the school; the measures he will take to address these 
problems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58174/12]

16/01/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department received correspondence from the school authorities in June 2012 relat-
ing to the matters to which he refers.  The school stated that they had drawn up a plan for the 
development of the school, including proposals to address traffic management issues. However, 
the development would require the acquisition of additional land adjacent to the school which 
is owned by the local authority.

My Department’s position, in general, is that lands adjacent to existing schools should, 
where possible, be protected for possible future educational use to allow for expansion of these 
schools, if required, subject to site suitability and agreement of the various stakeholders.  In the 
case referred to by the Deputy, this would not preclude the local authority developing this land 
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to address any traffic management issues.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that in May 2012, my Department sanctioned a grant to 
the school to facilitate the construction of two permanent classrooms to replace rented prefab 
accommodation. I understand that construction work on this project commenced in November 
last.

16/01/2013WRN01350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRN01400270. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
change the student grant scheme so that mortgage repayments are considered in the means test 
for grant eligibility as many families have suffered drastic reductions in income while sub-
stantial mortgage payments have not reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1001/13]

16/01/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The assessment of means 
under my Department’s student grant scheme is based on gross income from all sources. There-
fore, all income is assessed from the same starting point, eliminating any distortion which might 
arise from different spending decisions.  I have no plans at present to change this arrangement 
in respect of the determination of income for grant purposes.

16/01/2013WRN01550Universities Global Rankings

16/01/2013WRN01600271. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the position of Irish universities in global league tables (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1014/13]

16/01/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Irish universities’ positions in 
the Times Higher Education rankings has remained relatively stable this year which show that 
Ireland still has 2 universities in the top 200; 2 in the top 350 and another university in the top 
400. Two of these universities, Trinity College Dublin and National University Ireland Galway 
have improved their relative ranking positions in the last year. While UCD’s relative ranking 
has fallen, their overall point score is higher than last year.

There are a multitude of ranking systems each of which has their own particular methodol-
ogy and bias and it is important not to place too much reliance on these systems as an indicator 
of system quality.  While some higher education systems have invested heavily in elite institu-
tions and adopted a policy of differentiated support for different tiers of institutions, in Ireland 
our focus is on advancing performance across an accessible and diverse system of institutions. 
This policy is paying dividends for Ireland’s growing competitiveness and we are now ranked 
1st Globally by the IMD World Competitiveness survey for availability of skilled labour due to 
our impressive ranking of first in EU and fourth in OECD for higher education attainment rates 
of our 25-34 year olds.

16/01/2013WRN01750Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRN01800272. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of students currently waiting for their applications for a higher education grant to be finalised 
throughout the country; the number of students from County Tipperary currently waiting for 
their applications for a higher education grant to be finalised; if Student Universal Support Ire-
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land has given his office an explanation as to the reason so many applicants are being asked for 
information that has already been submitted; the number of students that have been approved 
for a higher education grant currently waiting for payment to be made; if he is satisfied with the 
efficiency of the SUSI Office in view of the fact that many students are still awaiting a decision 
in January; the efforts he will make to ensure that payments are finalised without further delay; 
the efforts he will make to ensure that there is not a repeat of this situation next year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1018/13]

16/01/2013WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table provides 
a breakdown of the processing position of student grant applications received by Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland (SUSI) on a county basis. The data provided is at a point in time on 15 
January, 2013. It gives the position for student grant applications for attendance at both further 
and higher education. This data has been provided to my Department by SUSI.

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. Those awarded a grant 
must supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from the 
institution in order for the first instalment to be paid.

Following initial submission of a grant application, students progressing to the next stage of 
the assessment process are issued with a checklist of documentary evidence which they need to 
provide in order to complete their application. This checklist is tailored from the specific infor-
mation provided on the student’s application. The checklist outlines the supporting documenta-
tion required and where this documentation can be sourced.

SUSI may, on receipt of this documentation, require further additional documents to de-
termine eligibility. This arises for a variety of reasons. It may emerge, as a result of the docu-
mentation provided, that something was omitted from the student’s initial on-line application 
or that further clarification on information provided is needed. In a small number of cases it 
may emerge that a document that is needed in support of the application was not requested at 
provisional assessment stage. The Deputy will appreciate that in the context of SUSI having 
received in excess of 67,000 applications that some errors may inevitably arise when handling 
a high volume of applications within a relatively short timeframe.

An external review of SUSI’s business processes will be put in place in the coming weeks 
to inform improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year.

SUSI - Applications - Processing Position by County 

County Total 
applica-
tions 
received

Incom-
plete 
Appli-
cations

Appli-
cations 
where 
all re-
quested 
docu-
menta-
tion 
submit-
ted

Award-
ed

Re-
fused/
Can-
celled

Appli-
cations 
cur-
rently 
with 
SUSI 
for 
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cess-
ing

Main-
tenance 
Pay-
ments

Fees  
only 
awards 
ap-
proved 

Carlow 975 292 683 454 218 11 259 108
Cavan 1332 384 948 621 313 14 433 86
Clare 1787 544 1243 855 370 18 517 155
Cork 6896 2209 4687 2939 1696 51 1804 606
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County Total 
applica-
tions 
received

Incom-
plete 
Appli-
cations

Appli-
cations 
where 
all re-
quested 
docu-
menta-
tion 
submit-
ted

Award-
ed

Re-
fused/
Can-
celled

Appli-
cations 
cur-
rently 
with 
SUSI 
for 
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cess-
ing

Main-
tenance 
Pay-
ments

Fees  
only 
awards 
ap-
proved 

Donegal 2913 835 2078 1444 603 31 913 300
Dublin 14142 4947 9195 5209 3852 134 2994 1140
Galway 4440 1405 3035 1999 1000 35 1144 455
Kerry 2492 748 1744 1137 578 29 721 218
Kildare 2717 839 1878 1107 741 30 698 209
Kilkenny 1395 419 976 629 335 12 393 127
Laois 1061 305 756 507 231 18 312 98
Leitrim 644 203 441 293 140 8 182 55
Limerick 2861 960 1901 1250 628 23 729 310
Longford 757 218 539 352 182 5 231 66
Louth 2166 667 1499 964 510 25 603 196
Mayo 2495 762 1733 1188 523 21 729 221
Meath 2435 753 1682 1063 596 23 701 157
Monaghan 1115 326 789 530 247 12 355 73
Offaly 1242 341 901 607 286 8 399 110
Roscom-
mon

1179 340 839 560 263 16 355 96

Sligo 1222 419 803 528 265 10 301 119
Tipperary 2651 764 1887 1236 630 20 769 254
Waterford 1918 540 1378 858 507 13 487 221
Westmeath 1676 477 1199 786 403 10 507 149
Wexford 2351 620 1731 1163 546 22 733 210
Wicklow 1945 566 1379 852 520 7 564 126
Outside 
Ireland

545 212 333 145 179 13 65 32

Totals 67,352 21,095 46,257 29,276 
*

16,362 619 17,898 
**

5,897

* This figure includes some 1,134 provisionally awarded awaiting final course acceptance 
and some 5,897 students awarded a “fees only grant”.

** This figure does not include some 1,586 students who will be paid their student grants 
on 18 January, 2013.

16/01/2013WRN01950Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRN02000273. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
sion will issue on a student grant application appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
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County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1048/13]

16/01/2013WRN02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, her student grant application was appealed to the appeals officer in SUSI and 
the original decision was overturned.

On that basis, a letter issued to the student on 10 January 2013 confirming that her applica-
tion is currently being reassessed.

16/01/2013WRN02150Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRN02200274. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue in relation to a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1054/13]

16/01/2013WRN02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that further supporting documentation 
was requested from the student referred to by the Deputy. The documentation was received on 
14 January 2013 and is currently under consideration. When the analysis is complete the stu-
dent will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRN02350Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRN02400275. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1055/13]

16/01/2013WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 8 January 2013.

16/01/2013WRN02550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRN02600276. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue in relation to a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1056/13]

16/01/2013WRN02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the grant application of the student 
referred to by the Deputy for the 2012/13 academic year was refused. SUSI has confirmed that 
the applicant appealed the decision and that it issued a letter on the appeal on 20 December, 
2012.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

  Question No. 277 answered with Question No. 228.
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  Question No. 278 answered with Question No. 246.

16/01/2013WRN02950Vocational Education Committees Amalgamation

16/01/2013WRN03000279. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrange-
ments if any that are in place to accommodate staff from Kilkenny Vocational Education Com-
mittee in their daily travel and subsistence arrangements to the new amalgamated service locat-
ed in Carlow; if a redundancy package will be available for those who wish to opt out; if options 
such as transfers to local authorities or local revenue or other local Government offices will be 
considered; if amalgamation and its knock on impact on the lives of the employees having to 
comply have been considered; if discussions regarding options have been taken place with all 
concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1116/13]

16/01/2013WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In October of 2011, I an-
nounced and published the headquarter locations where VECs are being merged as a result of 
the Government decision to reduce the number of VECs from 33 to 16. In relation to the spe-
cific merger of Co. Carlow VEC and Co. Kilkenny VEC as you know I have decided that the 
headquarters of the Education and Training Board will be in Carlow. Consultations with all of 
the stakeholders are underway in relation to the implementation of this Government decision. 
Redeployment of staff from Kilkenny to Carlow is possible under the terms of the Croke Park 
Agreement. However, I expect that the office in Kilkenny will remain open for some time and 
that the approach to redeployment will be measured and considered.

It will be a matter for the CEO of the new Education and Training Board to work through 
and judge what the best approach is to ensure the optimum approach to service delivery. The es-
tablishment of SOLAS is also likely to have a bearing on the precise arrangements to be made.

I want to make clear that my Department will not be forcing any one size fits all approach 
to staff deployment and office accommodation by the new Education and Training Boards. We 
will be receptive to any reasonable and sensible arrangements that are the best fit for the needs 
of the areas served by the new board.

Finally, I would like to inform the Deputy that at the present time there are no schemes for 
early retirement or voluntary redundancy open to VEC staff other than the Cost Neutral Early 
Retirement Scheme which was introduced in early 2005. The introduction of such schemes for 
the public service is a matter for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in the first 
instance.

16/01/2013WRN03150Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRN03200280. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a grant 
application submitted to Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny will be approved and paid as a matter of urgency. [1126/13]

16/01/2013WRN03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on 15 January 2013, a request for 
further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as the re-
quested documentation is received, the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRN03350Student Grant Scheme Delays
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16/01/2013WRN03400281. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion to Student Universal Support Ireland will be expedited and approved in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kilkenny as all information requested has now been submitted. 
[1129/13]

16/01/2013WRN03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a review of the application is currently being undertaken due to a change 
of circumstances. Further documentation may be required in support of the reassessment and 
SUSI will contact the applicant directly in that regard.

16/01/2013WRN03550Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRN03600282. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a student 
grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1152/13]

16/01/2013WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on 3 January 2013, a request for 
further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the requested 
documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund.  Information on the fund is available through the 
Access Officer in the third level institution attended. The Access Officers themselves will also 
continue to provide support and advice to students to enable them to continue with their studies.

16/01/2013WRN03750Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRN03800283. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Laois may expect a decision on an application for student grant. 
[1207/13]

16/01/2013WRN03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 14 December 2012, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the re-
quested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRN03950Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRN04000284. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of student grants broken down on a county basis approved to date by the higher education 
grant Student Universal Support Ireland system; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1213/13]

16/01/2013WRN04100285. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of students broken down on a county basis that have been approved for a student grant by 
Student Universal Support Ireland and who have begun to receive their payments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1214/13]
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16/01/2013WRN04200286. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of students grants broken down on a county basis that have yet to be approved by the Higher 
Education grant Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [1215/13]

16/01/2013WRN04300287. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of grants broken down on a county basis that have been refused by Student Universal Sup-
port Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1216/13]

16/01/2013WRN04400323. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an updated list, in tabular form, of the numbers of students on a county basis that have received 
from Student Universal Support Ireland payment of their third level grant or notification of 
when it is to be paid; the number that have actually received payment; the number of applica-
tions that have been received from County Louth in total; the number that have been rejected; 
and the number that have yet to be processed.  [1540/13]

16/01/2013WRN04500351. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an updated list, in tabular form, from 11 January 2013, the number of students on a county 
basis who have received from Student Universal Support Ireland payment of their third level 
grant or notification of when it is to be paid and the numbers of students on a county basis who 
have still to have their grant application approved. [2011/13]

16/01/2013WRN04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 284 to 287, inclusive, 323 and 351 together.

The following table provides a breakdown of the processing position on a county basis 
of student grant applications received by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI). The data 
provided is at a point in time on 15 January, 2013.  It gives the position for student grant ap-
plications for attendance at both further and higher education. This data has been provided to 
my Department by SUSI.

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. Those awarded a grant 
must supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from the 
institution in order for the first instalment to be paid.

SUSI - Applications - Processing Position by County 
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Carlow 975 292 683 454 218 11 259 108
Cavan 1332 384 948 621 313 14 433 86
Clare 1787 544 1243 855 370 18 517 155
Cork 6896 2209 4687 2939 1696 51 1804 606
Donegal 2913 835 2078 1444 603 31 913 300
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County Total 
applica-
tions 
received
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plete 
Appli-
cations

Appli-
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all re-
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menta-
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ted
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Re-
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Dublin 14142 4947 9195 5209 3852 134 2994 1140
Galway 4440 1405 3035 1999 1000 35 1144 455
Kerry 2492 748 1744 1137 578 29 721 218
Kildare 2717 839 1878 1107 741 30 698 209
Kilkenny 1395 419 976 629 335 12 393 127
Laois 1061 305 756 507 231 18 312 98
Leitrim 644 203 441 293 140 8 182 55
Limerick 2861 960 1901 1250 628 23 729 310
Longford 757 218 539 352 182 5 231 66
Louth 2166 667 1499 964 510 25 603 196
Mayo 2495 762 1733 1188 523 21 729 221
Meath 2435 753 1682 1063 596 23 701 157
Monaghan 1115 326 789 530 247 12 355 73
Offaly 1242 341 901 607 286 8 399 110
Roscom-
mon

1179 340 839 560 263 16 355 96

Sligo 1222 419 803 528 265 10 301 119
Tipperary 2651 764 1887 1236 630 20 769 254
Waterford 1918 540 1378 858 507 13 487 221
West-
meath

1676 477 1199 786 403 10 507 149

Wexford 2351 620 1731 1163 546 22 733 210
Wicklow 1945 566 1379 852 520 7 564 126
Outside 
Ireland

545 212 333 145 179 13 65 32

Totals 67,352 21,095 46,257 29,276 
*

16,362 619 17,898 
**

5,897

* This figure includes some 1,134 provisionally awarded awaiting final course acceptance 
and some 5,897 students awarded a “fees only grant”.

** This figure does not include some 1,586 students who will be paid their student grants 
on 18 January, 2013.

16/01/2013WRO00150Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRO00200288. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of students who have been asked to provide additional documents in order for their stu-
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dent grant application to proceed and the full list of the types of documentation that are being 
requested of these students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1217/13]

16/01/2013WRO00300289. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
list in full the types of documents that students are expected to provide along with their applica-
tion for a student grant to Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1218/13]

16/01/2013WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 288 and 289 together.

On submission of a grant application students progressing to the next stage of the assess-
ment process are issued with a checklist of documentary evidence which they need to provide 
in order to complete their application.  This checklist is tailored from the specific information 
provided on the student’s application.  The checklist outlines the supporting documentation 
required and where this documentation can be sourced.

On receipt of complete supporting documentation Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
can determine if the applicant satisfies the eligibility conditions for a student grant, which in-
clude nationality, residence, academic progression and means.  The documentary evidence is 
necessary to verify the information provided by the student on their on-line grant application.

A full list of the documentary evidence that may be required is outlined in Schedule 5 of the 
Student Grant Scheme 2012 (S.I. No. 189 of 2012 refers).

SUSI may on receipt of this documentation require further additional documents to deter-
mine eligibility.  This arises for a variety of reasons.  It may emerge, as a result of the docu-
mentation provided, that something was omitted from the student’s initial on-line application 
or that further clarification on information provided is needed. In a small number of cases it 
may emerge that a document that is needed in support of the application was not requested at 
provisional assessment stage.  The Deputy will appreciate that in the context of SUSI having 
received in excess of 67,000 applications that some errors may inevitably arise when handling 
a high volume of applications within a relatively short timeframe.

Some 12,632 students have to date been asked to provide further additional documents to 
determine their eligibility for a student grant. This data has been provided to my Department 
by SUSI. It is understood that of these, some 6,775 students have returned the required docu-
mentation while some 5,857 have yet to provide the additional documentation requested. The 
additional types of documentation that are being requested in these instances, are critical to 
establishing a student’s eligibility to a grant, and can relate to any aspect of the Scheme, such 
as residency, nationality/immigration status, previous academic attainment but, predominantly, 
relates to means.

16/01/2013WRO00450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/01/2013WRO00500290. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all sections of 
the EPSEN Act 2004 have been fully implemented; if not, the sections of the act which remain 
to be implemented; the timescale for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1221/13]

16/01/2013WRO00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a significant number of sections of the Education for Persons with Special Educational 
Needs (EPSEN) Act have been commenced, principally those establishing the National Council 
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for Special Education (NCSE) and those promoting an inclusive approach to the education of 
children with special educational needs.  Specifically, the following sections have been com-
menced - 1, 2, 14(1)(a), 14(1)(c), 14(2) to 14(4), 19 to 37, 40 to 53. The remaining sections of 
the Act have yet to be commenced.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) made recommendations which sug-
gested that additional investment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across the 
education and health sectors, would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act. My Depart-
ment’s opinion is that the level of investment required would be greater than that envisaged in 
the NCSE report.

In the light of the very difficult economic situation, and these significant costs, the previous 
Government deferred the full implementation of EPSEN.

Given the costs involved and current fiscal constraints, addressing this issue will be very 
challenging. I will be considering how we can develop a plan to implement the objectives of 
the EPSEN Act so as to deliver improved educational outcomes for students with special needs.

The NCSE have been asked to provide comprehensive policy advice on how the education 
system can best support children with special educational needs. This advice will guide the 
preparation of a plan on how aspects of EPSEN can be implemented, including the prioritising 
of access to children with special needs to an individual education plan.

16/01/2013WRO00650Student Grant Scheme Reform

16/01/2013WRO00700291. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
the external review of Student Universal Student Ireland that is to be carried out, the persons 
who will be carrying out this review; the terms of reference for the review and the time period 
within which the review is to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1224/13]

16/01/2013WRO00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Arrangements are currently 
being made to issue a request for tender to engage the requisite expertise to carry out the exter-
nal review referred to by the Deputy.  The terms of reference for the review are currently being 
finalised.

The proposed timeline for completion of the review is March 2013.

  Question No. 292 answered with Question No. 249.

16/01/2013WRO00950Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRO01000293. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
on a student grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. 
[1242/13]

16/01/2013WRO01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 15th January 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as the 
requested documentation is received, the student will be notified directly of the outcome.
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16/01/2013WRO01150Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRO01200294. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will issue in respect of the higher education grant application of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1258/13]

16/01/2013WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 10th January 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as the 
requested documentation is received, the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRO01350Pupil-Teacher Ratio

16/01/2013WRO01400295. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on corre-
spondence (details supplied) regarding cuts in the education sector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1264/13]

16/01/2013WRO01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The matter referred to by the Deputy is an employment issue between the person concerned and 
their employer, County Dublin Vocational Education Committee.

By way of background, the pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) for Post Leaving Cert (PLC) - at 17:1 
- is more favourable than the PTR in second level schools - 19:1. The Government decided to 
raise the PLC PTR to the same level as that which applies in all free second-level schools.

While it would be preferable not to have to make any changes, it is hard to justify providing 
a more generous PTR in PLC - which is mainly geared to school leavers and adults returning 
to education - than second-level schools - which cater for teenagers.  This decision is being 
made at a time when the Government has succeeded in protecting class sizes in primary and 
free second-level schools for the coming year, ensuring that our limited resources are rightly 
focussed on the children in our education system.

The change will take effect in September 2013 and will reduce the number of PLC teach-
ing posts by 200.  It may lead to some reduction in subject choices for students but the sector 
has expanded rapidly over the past few decades, developing many innovative programmes for 
its students. In the meantime VECs will have an opportunity to plan for the reduced allocation 
across the schools/colleges under their remit and to work with their Principals and staff to en-
sure they can continue to deliver programmes which closely meet the needs of both students 
and employers.

16/01/2013WRO01550Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRO01600296. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 2012 targets set 
for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report on the attain-
ment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is taking within 
his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1280/13]

16/01/2013WRO01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The Department of Education and Skills actions in the “Action Plan for Jobs 2012” are set out 
in the following document.
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All actions were implemented on target, with one exception regarding an element of ac-
tion 1.38 – “Introduce a systematic approach to the national surveying of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students and employers to inform institutional and programme management and 
development.”

A working group chaired by the HEA which includes institutional and student representa-
tives has been established to oversee the introduction of the new national student survey in 
question. I understand that it had been planned that a pilot of the new National Student Survey 
would be ready to be tested during the third quarter of 2012. However, more time was required 
to finalise the survey instrument. This further developmental work is currently underway and 
measures are also being taken to raise awareness of the survey among higher education institu-
tions and students in advance of the roll out of a full scale national pilot in the first quarter of 
2013.  While my Department has no direct role in the creation of jobs, it is providing significant 
and innovative training opportunities for the unemployed to assist them in returning to work. It 
also should be noted that the funding for positions throughout the education sector is channelled 
through the Department’s budget.

Department of Education and Skills

2012 Action for Delivery

1.34 Ensure unemployed persons have access to relevant education and training solutions

Allocate €20 million for a new Education and Training Fund Design and operational details 
of the new Fund to be arranged.

Q1 2012 DES

Prioritise places, including in the further education and training sector, specifically for those 
on the Live Register for 12 months or more FÁS, Skillnets, Further Education and Training 
providers have been notified of the requirement to prioritise the long term unemployed

Q1 2012 D/ Social Protection / DES/ SOLAS

Issue a new call under the Springboard programme for higher education courses that are 
aligned with areas of future skills needs as identified by the Expert Group on Future Skills 
Needs targeted at the unemployed.

Q1 2012 DES / HEA

Having regard to objectives of Pathways to Work  , establish a formal process to ensure that 
the training provided under the auspices of SOLAS is consistent with the demands of the labour 
market and the needs of individuals to regain and secure employment. At a strategic level, an 
agreed and structured consultation process will be established between the National Employ-
ment and Entitlements Service and SOLAS, as well as other stakeholders including the Higher 
Education Authority and Expert Group on Future Skills Needs, in relation to the development 
and delivery of education and training programmes to meet the needs of those on the Live Reg-
ister and national skills needs

Q1 2012 DES / SOLAS / D/Social Protection / DJEI / Forfás / Industry

1.35 Respond to immediate shortages in the ICT sector

Maximise the uptake of Springboard ICT programmes, Job�bridge National Internship 
Programme, and introducing a Higher Diploma Level 8 Conversion Programme
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Initiate Q1 2012 DES

Improve retention rates on undergraduate ICT programmes including the promotion of al-
ternative ICT related progression pathways for students

Ongoing 2012 DES

Increase the mathematical proficiency of students at secondary level including further roll-
out of Project Maths, professional development opportunities for teachers and the implementa-
tion of a new National Numeracy and Literacy Strategy

Ongoing 2012 DES

Ensure that higher education programmes in ICT are aligned to changing needs including 
the establishment of a high level ICT Foresight Group to strengthen further the dialogue be-
tween key industry and HEI decision makers

Initiate Q1 2012 DES

Increase the number of students with good maths skills into ICT undergraduate programmes 
through a range of awareness initiatives that will complement the introduction of bonus points 
for maths from Sept 2012.

Ongoing 2012 DES

1.36 Incentivise greater participation in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
and highlight areas of skills shortages

Provide bonus points for students taking leaving certificate higher level mathematics from 
2012.

Ongoing 2012 HEIs

Disseminate the work of the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs on future trends and 
vacancies to schools and guidance counsellors, appropriate websites (e.g. Qualifax, Careers 
Portal, Career Directions) and through the media.

Ongoing 2012 EGFSN / Forfás / DES / Education and Training Providers

Examine the scope to make available a limited number of bursaries that would be linked to 
the take�up of specified skills in high demand.

Q4 2012 DES

1.38 Improve linkages between higher education and enterprise

Introduce of a new system of strategic dialogue to align funding of higher education insti-
tutions to performance in the achievement of national objectives for system development and 
priorities in relation to skills development.

Ongoing 2012 HEA

Introduce a systematic approach to the national surveying of undergraduate and postgradu-
ate students and employers to inform institutional and programme management and develop-
ment.

Pilot completed Q 3 2012 HEA
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Publish guidelines for the establishment of higher education institutional clusters at a re-
gional level to support enterprise development and employment needs.

Q1 2012 HEA

Introduce a targeted funding scheme for research masters scholarships with strong enter-
prise focus.

2013 HEA

1.39 Foster greater alignment between the Further Education and Training sector and the 
labour market

Review of further education and training options so that employment prospects for partici-
pants are improved and enhance capacity to respond to specific sector or occupational skills 
needs On statutory establishment, SOLAS and other agencies under the DES (e.g. Higher Edu-
cation Authority, Skillnets) will roll out a new approach through better targeting of services ap-
propriate to the profile of the unemployed and the needs of the labour market, based on a shared 
analysis of the available data in relation to the profile of unemployed people, including Live 
Register, Quarterly National Household Survey and Department of Social Protection profiling 
data.

Ongoing 2012 DES / SOLAS

Review the Apprenticeship training model, including costs, duration and demand with a 
view to providing an updated model of training that delivers the necessary skilled workforce 
to service the needs of a rapidly changing economy and ensures appropriate balance between 
supply and demand.

Initiate in 2012 DES / SOLAS

1.46 Roll out 100 Mbps broadband to 200 second level schools

Q3 2012 DCENR/ DES/ HEAnet

3.19 Reallocate up to €1.2 million per annum from the National Training Fund to fund man-
agement development networks and mentors for SMEs through Skillnets

Pilot programme to be designed and developed

Q1, Q2 2012 DES / Skillnets

Implement and evaluate programme 

Q3, Q4 2012 Skillnets

7.5.1 Implement the Action Plan on ICT Skills to address the skills needs of ICT and related 
sectors.

Pursue upskilling and conversion actions to increase the domestic supply of high level skills 
over the period 2012 2014 including maximising the uptake of Springboard ICT programmes, 
Jobbridge National Internship Programme, and introducing a Higher Diploma Level 8 Conver-
sion Programme;

On going 2012 DES

Pursue actions to improve retention rates on undergraduate ICT programmes. This includes 
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the promotion of alternative ICT related progression pathways for students;

On going 2012 DES

Pursue actions to increase the mathematical proficiency of students at secondary level in-
cluding further roll-out of Project Maths, professional development opportunities for teachers 
and the implementation of a new National Numeracy and Literacy Strategy; On going 2012 
DES

Pursue actions to ensure that higher education programmes in ICT are aligned to changing 
needs including the establishment of a high level ICT Foresight Group to strengthen further the 
dialogue between key industry and HEI decision makers;

On going 2012 DES

Pursue actions to increase the number of students with good maths skills into ICT under-
graduate programmes through a range of awareness initiatives that will complement the intro-
duction of bonus points for maths from Sept 2012.

Ongoing 2012 DES

7.5.2 Invest in 100mbps broadband connectivity for second level schools as an enabler for 
eLearning and enhancing digital skills for school leavers

Connect first 200 schools

Q3 2012 DCENR / DES / HEAnet

Roll out programme to connect all schools by end 2014

Ongoing to end 2014 DCENR / DES / HEAnet

7.6.6 Ensure that ICT Skills Action Plan incorporates needs associated with development of 
Cloud Computing in Ireland

Q4 2012 DES

7.11.1 Implement the actions contained in the International Education Strategy.

Continue roll out of the new Education Ireland brand and marketing/promotion strategy, 
especially using social media

Q4 2012 DES / EI / Fáilte Ireland

Enhancing performance through partnership and collaboration

Q4 2012 DES / EI

Development of targeted and relevant international offerings for students

Q4 2012 DES

Strengthening our Networks of Influence

Q4 2012 DES / DFAT / EI

Work directly with educational organisations to develop their capability

Q4 2012 HEIs
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7.11.2 Establish a statutory Code of Practice and a Quality Mark (to be awarded to educa-
tional institutions that meet certain criteria) to provide the basis for quality assurance of educa-
tion services provided to international students

Passage of legislation and establishment of QQAAI

Q4 2012 DES

Prepare for roll-out of International Education Quality Mark in 2013

Ongoing 2012 DES / QQAAI

7.11.5 Undertake a number of education missions and events in 2012 (e.g. India, China, 
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, US, Brazil).

Q4 2012 DES / EI / Fáilte Ireland / Tourism Ireland

7.11.7 Work with the relevant institutions/providers to increase their capability and potential 
to attract international students

Ongoing 2012 EI / HEA / Fáilte Ireland

7.12.5 Review the apprenticeship model including costs, duration and demand with a view 
to providing an updated model of training that delivers the necessary skilled workforce to ser-
vice the needs of a rapidly changing economy and ensures appropriate balance between supply 
and demand

Initiate review of the apprenticeship model

Q4 2012 DES

7.12.6 Ensure that labour activation programmes continue to be aimed at enhancing the 
employability of the unemployed, reskilling, upskilling and keeping redundant workers/unem-
ployed persons close to the labour market and are tailored specific to the needs of this cohort 
of unemployed

The “Pathway to Work” approach will ensure regular and ongoing engagement with every-
one on the Live Register to provide opportunities for work, education and training.

Ongoing 2012 DES / D/Social protection

7.12.7 Ensure that HEIs and other providers meet emerging and future skills needs of enter-
prise within the Green economy relevant to construction.

To be undertaken in context of new system of strategic dialogue to align funding of higher 
education institutions to performance in the achievement of national objectives for system de-
velopment and priorities in relation to skills development

Ongoing 2012 DES

7.13.1 Actions identified throughout the Action Plan will impact positively on the retail and 
wholesale sector, in particular our stated intention to:

Support management development networks and mentors for SMEs through Skillnets

Ongoing 2012 DES / Skillnets

7.13.8 Provide funding from the Workplace Basic Education Fund for up skilling workers 
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in these sectors

Ongoing 2012 DES / SOLAS

16/01/2013WRO01750Schools Building Contractors

16/01/2013WRO01800297. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the 
name and contact details of the contractor awarded the construction project (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1291/13]

16/01/2013WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project referred to by the 
Deputy is on my Department’s 5 year construction programme and is scheduled to commence 
construction in 2013. To date a contractor has not been appointed.

16/01/2013WRO01950Teachers’ Remuneration

16/01/2013WRO02000298. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision can is-
sue as soon as possible in relation to a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1292/13]

16/01/2013WRO02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The scheme for the award 
of incremental credit for second level teachers was agreed under the auspices of the Teachers’ 
Conciliation Council and is currently set out in consolidated format in Department Circular 
29/2007. The application of this Circular in Further Education (PLC) colleges is under discus-
sion at the Teachers Conciliation Council, which is the recognised forum for dealing with the 
pay and conditions of service of Teachers. The Parties to the forum include representatives of 
the managerial authorities of schools, the teacher unions, the Department of Education & Skills 
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  As the proceedings of the Conciliation 
Council are confidential it would not be appropriate for me to make any further comment at this 
time.

16/01/2013WRO02150Student Grant Scheme Representations

16/01/2013WRO02200299. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
Student Universal Support Ireland system will not respond to queries from Oireachtas members 
in relation to grant applications (details supplied); if he supports this approach; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1306/13]

16/01/2013WRO02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Oireachtas email and 
dedicated phone line were set up by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) so that Oireach-
tas members could contact SUSI directly with queries rather than contacting the SUSI Help-
desk.  I understand from SUSI that although the phone-line and email facility was fully opera-
tional there have been some delays in the past with responses due to the volume of e-mails and 
calls received. However, I am assured by SUSI that this situation was addressed and that it is 
currently up to date. A response is issuing generally within 24 hours of receipt of the email.

In relation to the details supplied by the Deputy it would appear that the e-mail was sent to 
the SUSI helpdesk and not to the dedicated Oireachtas email address.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with SUSI, that the application of the student 
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referred to by the Deputy has already been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on the 
8th January 2013.

16/01/2013WRO02350School Accommodation

16/01/2013WRO02400300. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of primary schools that are wholly housed in temporary accommodation; the names, roll 
numbers and founding dates of these schools and the percentage of these schools that are gael-
scoileanna; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1312/13]

16/01/2013WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table outlines 
all primary and post-primary schools currently renting temporary accommodation.  As can be 
seen from the table, 10.6% of primary schools and 8.5% of post-primary schools currently 
renting accommodation are all-Irish schools. The commencement date of each rental is also 
outlined.

Historical information in relation to schools operating wholly in temporary accommodation 
or in purchased prefabs is not readily available.

As you may be aware, in March 2012 I announced a new initiative to replace rented prefabs 
in both primary and post-primary schools.  Over 170 schools have been approved to replace 
rented prefabs with permanent accommodation of which 154 of these are included in the at-
tached list, as they are currently renting accommodation.

Schools, whose major projects are being progressed under my Department’s 5-Year Plan, 
are also included.

 

Primary and Post Primary schools in Temporary Accommodation 
Roll                         
No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary ac-
commodation

04077I* St Brigids NS Carlow 01/08/05
11135K St Mary’s NS Carlow 01/09/05
16080N* St Phadraig Naofa Carlow 14/12/07
17514C Clonegal NS Carlow 01/12/08
17994T SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow 19/09/06
18424G St Joseph’s NS Carlow 01/08/12
20295K** Carlow Educate Tog Carlow 01/01/08
20370V Saplings School Carlow 01/09/07
61140K* St. Leo’s College Carlow 01/09/07
61150N Presentation - Del La 

Salle College
Carlow 15/08/12

08453H* Crubany NS Cavan 01/09/06
08490N St Clare’s PS Cavan 01/09/07
16057S Convent of Mercy 

NS
Cavan 01/09/07

16083T St Mary’s NS Cavan 01/09/05
16959M Curravagh NS Cavan 03/12/01



16 January 2013

283

Primary and Post Primary schools in Temporary Accommodation 
Roll                         
No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary ac-
commodation

17326B* St Felim’s NS Cavan 15/11/04
17625L* Knocktemple NS Cavan 01/09/07
18857O** Carrigabruise NS Cavan 01/09/05
19439B Holy Family NS Cavan 05/08/08
19608V St Kilian’s NS Cavan 01/09/02
19871N Scoil Naomh Padraig Cavan 06/10/01
20026G GS Bhreifne Cavan 01/09/12
70380I** Breifne College Cavan 28/08/11
04919H* St John’s NS Clare 01/09/06
14757N Scoil na Mainstreach Clare 01/08/07
15301V* Kildysart NS Clare 01/09/07
16186G* Inch NS Clare 03/07/06
16677C CBS Bunscoil Inis  

Senior School
Clare 01/09/99

16908S Sixmilebridge NS Clare 28/08/06
16946D* Parteen NS Clare 01/09/06
17583V** Knockanean NS Clare 01/09/05
18639E Ballynacally NS Clare 01/02/08
19274S* St. Conaire’s NS Clare 01/05/07
19849U GS Donncha Rua Clare 01/09/02
19999Q GS Uí Choimín Clare 01/09/94
20041C* St. Senan’s Conv Clare 24/05/07
20075T* St. Mochulla’s NS Clare 24/09/07
20086B** Ennis Educate To-

gether NS
Clare 03/02/07

20245S Ennistymon National 
School

Clare 01/11/07

20312H Raheen Wood 
Steiner NS

Clare 01/07/08

20313J Mol an Oige NS Clare 01/09/08
70840Q Ennistymon VEC Clare 01/10/07
01272O Glandore NS Cork 09/05/01
02114B* Ballygiblin NS Cork 06/11/06
04118T* Bishop Ahern NS Cork 01/11/06
 

07242M Cloghroe NS Cork 01/09/05
10047I Macroom  Convent 

NS       (St Joseph’s)
Cork 10/09/01

10523O Fermoy Adair NS Cork 01/09/06
10724B South Abbey NS Cork 18/12/10
11992I** Whitegate Mixed NS Cork 20/03/01
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12004A Mallon No1 NS Cork 30/07/08
12041G* St. John the Baptist, 

Midleton NS
Cork 01/09/06

12263B Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork 01/09/12
12447L Baltydaniel NS Cork 03/09/01
12473M Scoil Mhuire na 

nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork 01/09/02

12505W Kilbarry NS Cork 01/09/01
13234W** Cloughduv NS Cork 01/09/06
13375R* Scoil Bhríde Cork 01/09/03
13512B* Scoil Mhuire 

Lourdes
Cork 01/10/06

13728B Castletownshend NS Cork 06/09/05
13779S* Dromahane NS Cork 01/09/05
13828F** St. Columba’s Boys 

NS
Cork 01/07/04

13889C Shanbally NS Cork 01/09/11
14052V** St Colmans BNS Cork 01/09/06
14839P Clondrohid NS Cork 01/09/06
15165Q Ballintotas NS Cork 01/01/07
15484J* SN an Chroí Naofa Cork 25/11/03
15594Q* Grange NS Cork 05/09/01
15646J Coomhala NS Cork 01/09/07
15701O* Bartlemy NS Cork 01/09/07
15781P Ballintemple NS Cork 01/09/02
15792U* SN Naomh Micheál Cork 01/09/07
16087E Kealkil NS Cork 01/09/06
16271U** Watergrasshill NS Cork 01/09/08
17011W St Mochomóg’s NS Cork 01/09/05
17103E** Scoil Chlochair 

Mhuire
Cork 01/09/07

17152R Knockskeagh NS Cork 07/01/08
17168J* SN Inis Eoghain Cork 01/09/07
17297U St Fergal’s NS Cork 01/09/05
17360B* SN Mhuire Cork 01/05/07
17505B* Brooklodge NS Cork 01/09/06
17533G Rahan NS Cork 01/09/08
17600S** Scartleigh NS Cork 01/09/06
17609N** Rathcormac NS Cork 01/01/11
17804L SN Cnoc Na Manach Cork 01/09/06
17823P* Glantane NS Cork 01/09/06
17972J* Killmurry NS Cork 01/09/07
17993R* Scoil Mhuire Gan 

Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork 17/09/07
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18000W** Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork 07/02/07
18128C Scoil Mhuire NS Cork 01/09/07
18217B Scoil Padre Pio Cork 01/09/05
18428O Bailenóra NS Cork 01/05/01
18468D* St Mary’s NS Cork 01/12/05
18483W School of the Divine 

Child
Cork 01/11/01

 

18497K* Scoil Inse Ratha Cork 05/02/07
18535P* St John’s GNS Cork 01/09/06
18829J Summercove NS Cork 01/09/12
19256Q* Scoil Ghobnatan Cork 01/09/07
19351K Cill Chriodain Cork 01/09/00
19381T Rathmore NS Cork 01/09/07
19404F* Scoil Mhuire SN Cork 01/09/06
19415K Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork 02/09/02
19557H Caheragh NS Cork 01/09/00
19637F Scoil Fhionnbarra Cork 31/08/01
19760E* Scoil Triest Cork 01/09/06
19761G* St Peter’s NS Cork 01/09/06
19801P Drimoleague Junior 

School
Cork 01/09/05

19839R** GS Uí Ríordáin Cork 01/09/83
19851H** GS de Hide Cork 01/09/08
19881Q** GS Charraig Uí 

Leighin
Cork 01/09/05

19906G Cork School Project 
NS

Cork 01/09/07

19909M GS Pheig Sayers Cork 01/09/05
19978I Maulatrahane Cen-

tral NS
Cork 01/09/00

19993E** GS an Ghoirt Alainn Cork 01/01/04
20006A** GS Chloch na 

gCoillte
Cork 01/09/09

20025E GS Droichead na 
Banndan

Cork 01/08/11

20049S Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Cork 31/05/01

20074R St Gabriel’s Spec 
School

Cork 01/09/04

20106E** Scoil Niocláis Cork 01/09/06
20107G** Gaelscoil Mhainistir 

na Corann
Cork 01/09/06

20151J Gaelscoil Mhuscrai Cork 01/09/09
20204E Kilworth National 

School
Cork 07/11/11
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20222G* Scoil Chuil-Aodha/
Barr dInse

Cork 01/09/05

20239A Gaelscoil Ui 
Drisceoil

Cork 01/07/11

20265B Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork 01/09/07

20310D** Carrigaline Ed Tog 
NS

Cork 17/08/09

20336V** Midleton Educate 
Together NS

Cork 01/08/11

20354A** Cara Jnr School Cork 01/09/11
62050O The Hamilton High 

School
Cork 01/07/10

62090D Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork 23/08/12

62170B Sacred Heart Sec 
School

Cork 27/08/07

62360G** Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork 29/08/12

62421A* Presentation Sec 
School

Cork 27/08/07

62460K St Francis College Cork 01/09/07
62730N St Patricks College Cork 12/11/07
91499E** Kinsale Community 

School
Cork 27/08/07

07143K Monreagh NS Donegal 01/09/05
11843O* Niall Mor NS Donegal 01/09/07
12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal 01/09/06
13755E Gartan NS Donegal 15/10/07
16672P** Lurgybrack NS Donegal 01/09/02
16821G* St Patricks GNS Donegal 18/02/08
16903I Faugher NS Donegal 01/09/07
 

17721H Scoil Treasa Naofa Donegal 01/09/06
17728V* SN Talamh na Coitle Donegal 01/09/06
18625Q Scoil Cholmcille Donegal 01/09/06
18737E Scoil Bhride Donegal 01/09/05
19313C Glenswilly NS Donegal 03/07/07
19343L* SN Dhubhthaigh Donegal 03/09/07
19724A** Little Angels Special 

School
Donegal 01/09/07

19927O Scoil Mhuire Donegal 09/09/05
19967D Scoil Iosagain Donegal 01/09/07
19971R** Gaelscoil Adhamh-

nain
Donegal 01/09/05
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20097G Gaelscoil Bhun 
Chranncha

Donegal 01/09/99

20144M Gaelscoil Chois 
Feabhaill

Donegal 01/09/03

20167B Gaelscoil Eirne Donegal 02/09/02
20235P** Letterkenny Educate 

Together
Donegal 01/09/06

62830R St. Eunan’s College Donegal 27/08/10
71140Q Crana College Donegal 01/09/07
76081F Coláiste Ailigh Donegal 01/11/07
76107U Gaelcholaiste Bhun 

Cranncha
Donegal 15/08/07

00752A Central Model Se-
nior Mixed NS

Dublin 01/09/07

01170G* Naul National 
School

Dublin 01/10/07

01795A Central Model In-
fants School

Dublin 20/07/06

06200O* St Mary’s BNS Dublin 01/12/07
07546J Our Lady of Lourdes 

NS
Dublin 01/09/06

11583O St. Andrew’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
12014D** St Andrew’s NS Dublin 16/04/07
14180H Holmpatrick NS Dublin 01/09/06
16333Q St. Patricks JNS Dublin 17/12/08
16461C** St Finian’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
16972E* SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin 01/09/05
17055T** Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin 01/09/06
17083B* Scoil Mhuire gan 

Smal
Dublin 01/09/07

17472M Hedgestown NS Dublin 30/08/11
17569E St Oliver Plunkett 

NS
Dublin 10/11/05

17691E Lusk NS Dublin 01/09/10
17912O St John Boscos SBS Dublin 01/03/01
17953F* Edmondstown NS Dublin 01/09/07
17961E** Lusk NS Dublin 01/09/06
17978V Naiscoil Ide Dublin 01/10/00
18046A** Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin 01/09/01
18047C** Scoil Bhride GNS Dublin 31/08/06
18210K St Michaels House 

Special School
Dublin 10/09/07

18386B* Marist NS Dublin 01/10/07
18411U* St Marys NS Dublin 01/12/01
18412W* Scoil Phadraic C Dublin 03/09/07
18632N SN Eoin Bosco Dublin 01/09/06
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18671A St Michaels House Dublin 01/09/07
18763F St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin 10/09/07

18778S St. Mochta’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
18815V Our Lady of Lourdes Dublin 01/09/06
 

18976W* St Colmcilles BNS Dublin 12/10/01
18977B St Colmcilles GNS Dublin 01/06/07
19066L* Loreto Primary Dublin 29/08/07
19220S* Scoil Ide Dublin 01/08/07
19221U Scoil Aine Dublin 01/04/00
19259W St. Patricks GNS Dublin 01/09/07
19281P Mater Special 

School
Dublin 01/09/08

19390U St. Marks SNS Dublin 01/09/08
19435Q* St Francis Xavier 

JNS
Dublin 01/09/06

19470S St Francis Xavier 
SNR

Dublin 01/09/07

19472W* St Marks JNS Dublin 01/12/06
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Dublin 01/09/11
19515O* St. Teresa’s NS Dublin 01/07/07
19535U St Cronan’s SNS Dublin 01/07/05
19545A St Patricks JNS Dublin 09/01/06
19574H Divine Word NS Dublin 01/09/06
19594N St Pauls Youth En-

counter Project
Dublin 01/09/77

19605P Scoil Mhuire JNS Dublin 01/01/02
19624T** St Catherine’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
19625V Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin 01/10/07
19636D St Patricks SNS Dublin 01/09/07
19652B* Sacred Heart NS Dublin 10/12/07
19660A Rush NS Dublin 01/03/01
19662E St Michael’s Primary 

School
Dublin 21/12/08

19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin 01/09/06
19705T Catherine McAuley 

NS
Dublin 14/04/04

19757P** St Michaels Special 
NS

Dublin 01/09/06

19782O St Brigids JNS Dublin 01/09/06
19817H** Scoil Mhuire Dublin 01/09/06
19834H St Aidans NS Dublin 01/09/06
19877C* Holy Family SNS Dublin 01/02/00
19878E** Holy Rosary PS Dublin 01/09/05
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19907I* Gaelscoil Mologa Dublin 01/09/07
19926M** Gaelscoil Cholaiste 

Mhuire
Dublin 21/12/01

19949B Muslim NS Dublin 01/08/08
19991A Ghaelscoil na 

Camoige
Dublin 01/07/06

20012S** Griffith Barracks 
Multi D School

Dublin 01/09/06

20021T Henrietta St School Dublin 25/09/98
20028K** Setanta Special 

School
Dublin 01/12/08

20043G Gaelscoil Chnoc 
liamhna

Dublin 01/09/06

20047O** Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin 01/06/97
20103V John Scottus NS Dublin 01/09/99
20139T** Inchicore NS Dublin 01/01/06
20152L** North Dublin Mus-

lim School
Dublin 01/01/02

20168D** Glasnevin Educate 
Together NS

Dublin 01/10/07

20190T** Holy Trinity NS Dublin 01/09/05
20220C Gs Ui hEarcain Dublin 01/09/08
20304I** St. Francis of Assisi Dublin 13/08/08
20308Q** Belmayne ETNS Dublin 13/08/08
 

20334R** Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin 01/09/08
20348F** Hollywell ETNS Dublin 30/08/10
20372C ABA Facility (Sap-

lings)
Dublin 01/09/05

20375I  Abacus Dublin 01/09/06
20378O St Kevins (Abacus 

Unit) 
Dublin 01/09/05

20381D Red Door Learning 
Centre

Dublin 01/10/09

60092U** Clonkeen College Dublin 01/09/05
60343T St Josephs Sec 

School
Dublin 01/12/07

60370W St Fintan’s High 
School

Dublin 01/09/08

60450U Coláiste Mhuire Dublin 01/09/03
70010V** Balbriggan Commu-

nity College
Dublin 01/11/06

76062B Castleknock Com-
munity College

Dublin 01/12/06

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Dublin 01/09/05
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76130P** Luttrellstown Com-
munity College

Dublin 01/09/09

81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Dublin 01/02/08

03359N* Ballyroan Boys NS Dublin 01/09/06
19474D St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin 20/08/12
20401G Stepaside ET Dublin 01/06/12
03607G Leitrim NS Galway 01/05/08
04506F Oranmore BNS Galway 20/02/06
05754G** SN Chreachmhaoil Galway 16/01/04
07551C* Ballinderreen NS Galway 01/09/07
09833W Lettergesh NS Galway 01/11/01
10095T Scoil Naomh Treasa Galway 01/03/06
11675T Annagh BNS Galway 01/09/07
12954F Scoil Bhride Galway 01/09/07
13208V Convent Primary 

School
Galway 30/10/05

13365O Scoil Mhuire Galway 01/09/06
15228O Corgary NS Galway 23/02/02
16293H Kilrickle NS Galway 29/11/01
16804G* SN Chlair na Gail-

limhe
Galway 01/01/07

17444H Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway 01/09/05
17613E Scoil Chaitriona 

Naofa
Galway 01/09/01

17655U SN Caladh na Muc Galway 01/09/12
17668G** Scoil na bhForbacha Galway 08/09/06
17759J** Scoil Bhride Galway 01/09/11
17782E Scoil Bhride Galway 01/11/05
17807R Cahergal NS Galway 01/09/05
18089S Scoil Mhuire an 

Gharran
Galway 01/01/02

18112K Scoil Eanna Galway 01/09/05
19567K St Anne’s School Galway 01/09/11
19803T* Scoil Sheamais 

Naofa
Galway 01/12/04

19965W Scoil Mhuire Galway 01/09/05
19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway 01/09/06
19996K* St Brendan’s NS Galway 01/12/06
19998O** GS De hIde Galway 01/09/98
20000L** Galway Educate 

Together
Galway 01/09/07

20042E Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway 15/10/07

20061I** GS Iarfhlatha Galway 01/07/12
 



16 January 2013

291

20070J Rosedale School Galway 01/09/01
20123E** Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway 01/07/04
20199O** Oughterard NS Galway 01/09/00
20211B** Claregalway ETNS Galway 01/09/05
20237T** Gaelscoil Riada Galway 01/09/06
20264W GS na bhFili Galway 03/09/07
20280U Newtown National 

School 
Galway 03/09/12

20326S Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway 01/08/08

20328W St Teresa’s Sp 
School

Galway 01/09/10

20350P Merlin Woods Pri-
mary School

Galway 01/06/10

20371A Abalta School Galway 01/09/11
62870G** Presentation College Galway 02/08/05
62880J* St Joseph’s College Galway 01/09/07
62960H St Joseph’s Patrician 

College
Galway 01/09/09

71330V** Colaiste na Coirbe Galway 01/09/05
03132I* Sliabh A’Mhadra NS Kerry 01/04/05
07841L Kilgobnet N S Kerry 16/04/07
08320L St Clare’s GNS Kerry 30/08/07
09708T Scoil Mhuire Kerry 01/09/05
13615L* Scoil Eoin Kerry 01/09/05
15592M Scoil Cheann Tra Kerry 31/08/06
16898S** SN Breandan Naofa Kerry 01/09/06
17231N Kilcummin NS Kerry 30/08/12
17915U Killahan NS Kerry 24/10/06
18247K CBS Tralee Kerry 01/09/07
19448C Scoil Realt na Mara Kerry 01/10/05
19487M Holy Cross Mercy 

NS
Kerry 01/09/07

19512I** St Oliver’s NS Kerry 01/09/06
19547E St Francis Spec 

School
Kerry 01/11/05

19986H Scoil Naomh Eoin 
Baiste

Kerry 01/08/06

20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tu-
athail 

Kerry 01/09/04

20158A Tralee ETNS Kerry 01/09/02
61410N** Presentation Second-

ary School
Kerry 01/07/10

08099P* St. Laurences N S Kildare 24/08/01
09414C St Laurence’s N S Kildare 01/09/05
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12747A* Scoil na Mainistream 
De La Salle

Kildare 01/02/07

15040T Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare 01/09/00

15599D* St. Brigid’s Primary 
School

Kildare 01/09/07

15957D** St. Patrick’s Boys 
Primary School

Kildare 01/09/05

16706G** St Joseph B.N.S Kildare 01/09/06
16707I* St Peter’s BNS Kildare 01/09/03
16845U* St Mochuo’s N S Kildare 31/07/03
17254C St Corbans Kildare 01/11/06
17674B St Anne’s NS Kildare 01/09/07
17968S* Two Mile House NS Kildare 01/11/00
18018S Scoil Bhride NS Kildare 01/09/07
18288B** Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare 01/09/01
18449W St. Conleth’s NS Kildare 01/09/05
18515J Scoil an Lenbh Iosa Kildare 30/08/07
 

19675N** Scoil Bhride Kildare 01/09/05
19796C** Scoil Phadraig Kildare 01/09/06
20058T Gaelscoil Ui Fhiaich Kildare 01/09/04
20257C** St Patrick’s NS Kildare 19/03/11
00788V* Lisdowney NS Kilkenny 01/08/09
01300Q* St Michael’s NS Kilkenny 13/09/06
16875G* St Patricks NS Kilkenny 19/06/06
17093E* St Brendans NS Kilkenny 03/09/07
17108O* St Johns Junior NS Kilkenny 01/02/02
18660S* St Nicholas NS Kilkenny 10/08/05
19344N St Aidans NS Kilkenny 01/09/07
19626A St Canices Co-Ed 

NS
Kilkenny 01/10/06

19856R* Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny 01/09/05
20132F High Support Spe-

cial School
Kilkenny 01/03/07

20255V** Bunscoil McAuley 
Rice

Kilkenny 27/08/12

20380B Jonah Special School Kilkenny 01/09/07
01556F Scoil Bhride NS Laois 12/02/07
07183W* St Josephs GNS Laois 12/02/07
12231L Rushall NS Laois 01/11/00
13741Q* Rath NS Laois 01/09/07
14838N Maryboro NS Laois 01/09/04
15446B Gaelscoil Thromaire Laois 23/04/07
17064U** St Patrick’s NS Laois 27/11/00
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17557U St Abbans NS Laois 01/11/07
18150S Scoil an Fraoich 

Mhoir
Laois 01/09/06

18547W Faolan Naofa NS Laois 01/09/06
18828H St Pauls Primary Laois 01/09/07
19747M** Scoil Bhride NS Laois 11/12/06
20224K Gaelscoil an tSli 

Dala
Laois 01/07/05

20347D** Portlaoise Educate 
Together NS

Laois 01/07/10

68068R** Colaiste Iosagáin Laois 21/08/12
16474L* St. Mary’s NS Leitrim 05/03/07
17233R* St Clare’s NS Leitrim 01/09/06
19423J* St. Patrick’s NS Leitrim 01/09/07
20212D** Gaelscoil Liatroma Leitrim 01/09/05
20260O Gaelscoil Chluainin Leitrim 01/09/07
02007A Cronagh National 

School Rathleale
Limerick 01/08/07

06539H* Knockea NS Limerick 01/09/05
07857D Killinure NS Limerick 01/09/00
09296W Our Ladys Abbey 

NS
Limerick 21/01/08

11422N* Mahoonagh Limerick 15/08/06
16264A St Marys Boys Na-

tional School
Limerick 25/06/02

16443A* Scoil Phádraig Naofa 
Buachaillí

Limerick 01/09/07

16508C* Ahane NS Limerick 26/08/05
16712B Scoil Naomh Iosaf Limerick 01/06/07
17937H Monaleen NS Limerick 20/02/07
18161A Castleconnell NS Limerick 19/11/07
18177P St Annes Primary Limerick 01/04/00
18426K* Scoil Ide Naofa Limerick 01/09/02
 

18653V St Josephs BNS Limerick 29/09/99
18692I* Catherine McAuley 

School. (SS)
Limerick 01/03/07

18991S John F. Kennedy 
Memorial School

Limerick 01/01/01

19336O St Pauls NS Limerick 01/09/02
19475F St Brigids NS Limerick 31/08/06
19956V Gaelscoil Sairseal Limerick 01/01/00
20148U** Gaelscoil Chaladh an 

Treoigh
Limerick 01/09/01

20175A** Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Limerick 01/08/09
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20181S** Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick 01/09/03
20185D St Marys Boys Na-

tional School
Limerick 01/09/04

20311F Redhills NS Limerick 09/02/09
76070A** Colaiste Iosaef Limerick 27/08/12
76101I Gaelscholaiste Lui-

mnigh
Limerick 01/09/10

00860D Forgney NS Longford 01/12/09
19429V** St. Christopher’s 

Special School
Longford 01/10/04

20083S** Gaelscoil Longfoirt Longford 01/09/05
20124G** St Marys NS Longford 01/09/06
20128O** St Matthews NS Longford 01/09/06
00851C Presentation Primary 

School
Louth 01/09/08

01553W Louth NS Louth 01/09/06
01554B Ballapousta NS Louth 01/04/07
14069P Dun Dealgan NS Louth 01/11/06
14651U Castletown GNS Louth 01/03/08
15259C* St Malachys Girls 

Sch
Louth 01/03/06

16208N Termonfeckin Mixed 
NS

Louth 01/09/06

17059E* Iosaif na mBraithre Louth 01/09/07
17195M** CBS Primary 

Dundalk
Louth 01/09/06

17865I St Mary’s BNS Louth 24/08/08
17949D SN Padraig Naofa Louth 01/10/07
18098T* Scoil N Bhride C Louth 01/09/06
18101F Rampark NS Louth 01/09/08
18148I* Scoil Bhride Lann 

Leire
Louth 01/09/07

18504E* St Malachys Boys Louth 24/09/07
18635T St Buite’s NS Louth 01/01/06
19215C SN Ard Mhuire Louth 19/10/05
19223B* SN Padraig Naofa Louth 01/09/07
19479N Rathmullen NS Louth 21/02/02
19673J** St Josephs NS Louth 01/09/07
19678T St Pauls Senior NS Louth 01/11/07
20171P** Ardee Educate To-

gether NS 
Louth 01/09/02

20259G** St Francis NS Louth 01/09/07
20339E Realt na Mara 

School
Louth 01/09/09

20374G ABA Facility Louth 01/09/04
63890R** St. Mary’s College Louth 01/08/12
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63900R* St Vincents Second-
ary School

Louth 01/09/07

71770D O’Fiaich College Louth 01/01/10
91441T** Ardee Community 

College
Louth 01/09/11

17856H* Scoil Naomh Mhuire Louth 01/09/07
63891T De La Salle College Louth 01/07/12
 

71780G** Scoil Uí Mhuirí Louth 31/08/12
04796R Brackloon NS Mayo 01/09/01
07054L* Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo 01/09/03
11725I* Behymore NS Mayo 01/04/00
13659I Bekan NS Mayo 26/08/08
13667H St. Josephs NS Mayo 01/09/09
13758K Templemary NS Mayo 01/07/05
13945J Eskeragh NS Mayo 01/09/07
14400S* Richmond NS Mayo 01/09/05
15539I St Johns NS Mayo 01/09/07
16170O Cloghans NS Mayo 01/09/00
16173U Kinaffe Ns Mayo 03/12/07
16904K* Lankill NS Mayo 01/09/07
16911H Lahardane NS Mayo 01/05/08
17209U* Caoneal NS Mayo 03/09/07
18070U* Muire Gan Smal Mayo 01/09/07
18145C St Tiernans NS Mayo 01/02/08
19375B** St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo 18/12/06
19402B* Ballyvary Central 

NS
Mayo 24/09/07

19451O Holy Family NS Mayo 11/09/06
19972T Gaelscoil Uileog De 

Búrca
Mayo 01/06/97

20084U Scoil na gCeithre 
Maol

Mayo 01/09/09

20230F Scoil Phadraig Mayo 01/09/06
64570E** Our Lady’s Sec 

School
Mayo 09/01/06

64690O Scoil Mhuire & 
Padraig

Mayo 01/09/09

00883P* St Annes Meath 01/03/04
01309L* St Patricks NS Meath 01/09/00
02905J SN Naomh Padraig Meath 01/09/08
04210H* St Josephs NS 

(Kilmessan Mxd NS)
Meath 01/09/07

05630L St Michaels NS Trim Meath 01/09/07
11039O* Kilbeg NS Meath 01/09/00



Questions - Written Answers

296

15104T* Scoil Bhride Meath 01/02/00
16100Q St Josephs Mercy P.S Meath 01/07/06
17520U* Robinstown NS Meath 01/09/06
17623H** O’Growney NS Meath 01/09/05
17705J** Whitecross Primary 

School
Meath 01/09/05

17839H** Duleek BNS Meath 01/09/06
17840P** Scoil Bhainin Naofa/

Duleek GNS
Meath 01/09/07

18106P Lismullen NS Meath 01/09/06
18448U* Rathbeggan NS Meath 01/09/07
18762D** Realt na Mara BNS Meath 01/11/99
18767N** Realt na Mara GNS Meath 01/09/07
19560T** Saint Marys Special 

School
Meath 01/05/06

19768U St Marys NS Meath 01/09/06
20032B Dunboyne Junior 

School
Meath 01/09/06

20033D Dunboyne Senior 
Primary School

Meath 01/09/06

20051F Gaelscoil na Boinne Meath 01/04/06
20082Q Gaelscoil Thulach na 

nOg
Meath 01/09/06

20164S** Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath 01/09/08

 

20179I** St. Stephen’s Na-
tional School 

Meath 01/08/12

20191V St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath 01/09/04

20200T Ratoath Senior NS Meath 01/09/07
20352T Ard Ri Community 

NS
Meath 01/09/10

20379Q Stepping Stones 
Special School

Meath 01/09/10

20382F** Gaelscoil na Mí Meath 01/07/11
71960I** Dunshaughlin Com-

munity College
Meath 01/08/12

91508C Boyne Community 
School

Meath 07/01/08

20396Q Ashbourne Educate 
Together NS 

Meath 

72010I Beaufort College Meath 01/08/12
15142E Donaghmoyne NS Monaghan 01/09/07
16769H* Latnamard NS Monaghan 01/09/07
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16923O* SN iorball Sionnaigh Monaghan 01/09/05
16954C St Michaels NS Monaghan 01/08/06
17099Q St. Josephs NS Monaghan 01/04/08
17686I* Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan 03/09/07
19936P Gaelscoil Ultain Monaghan 28/08/06
20055N GS Eois Monaghan 01/12/97
20327U Gaelscoil Lorgan Monaghan 18/07/08
72170H Ballybay Commu-

nity School
Monaghan 01/09/08

07949I* Oxmantown NS Offaly 01/09/07
17827A** St Patrick’s NS Offaly 01/09/06
18057F Scoil Mhuire NS Offaly 01/09/08
18364O Scoil Muire Banrion Offaly 10/08/07
18406E St Francis BNS Offaly 01/09/04
18797W SN Naomh Iosef Offaly 01/07/07
20099K Offaly School of 

Special Education
Offaly 23/05/06

20267F** Scoil Bhride PS Offaly 19/10/07
20332N** Gaelscoil Eadan 

Doire
Offaly 01/09/08

65582Q St. Mary’s Second-
ary School

Offaly 01/09/09

65620V Sacred Heart School Offaly 01/09/07
72540O** Oaklands Commu-

nity College
Offaly 27/08/12

14356S* Lisaniskey NS Roscommon 01/11/06
16816N Attyrory NS Roscommon 01/09/09
17266J St. Mary’s NS Roscommon 01/09/02
18395C Cloonakilla NS Roscommon 01/09/10
19789F St. Michaels School Roscommon 01/07/10
20126K GS De hIde Roscommon 01/09/04
65100S Scoil Mhuire Roscommon 15/09/05
04487E* Achonry NS Sligo 01/09/12
14636B Scoil Naomh Eanna Sligo 01/09/99
18053U Sooey NS Sligo 01/01/08
18298E Culfadda NS Sligo 01/06/08
18334F* Knockminna Sligo 01/09/07
18575E* Scoil Naomh Mo-

laise
Sligo 01/09/05

18979F* Scoil Ursula Sligo 01/09/07
20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 

Re
Sligo 01/07/04

00590A Borrisoleigh BNS Tipperary 04/10/06
01594N* Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary 01/09/07
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09190G* Boher NS Tipperary 01/08/07
10120P** Our Lady of Mercy 

NS
Tipperary 01/09/07

12540B Clonmore NS Tipperary 01/09/08
16077B* Ardfinnan NS Tipperary 01/09/07
16211C* Scoil Mochaomhog 

Naofa
Tipperary 01/09/07

16276H Carrig NS Tipperary 01/09/06
17779P Powerstown NS Tipperary 21/09/01
18062V* Grange NS Tipperary 01/12/06
18345K Scoil Iosef Naofa Tipperary 01/09/05
18716T Cahir BNS Tipperary 01/03/00
19230V Scoil Chormaic Tipperary 01/05/06
19615S Scoil Aonghusa Tipperary 02/06/06
20085W GS Charraig Na 

Siuire
Tipperary 01/09/98

72400V** Comeragh College Tipperary 01/08/07
14686 Jonah Project ABA 

school
Waterford 01/09/07

01395H* Aglish National 
School

Waterford 20/08/07

17159I* Garranbane NS Waterford 01/11/06
17525H* Light of Christ 

School
Waterford 01/09/06

18094L* Scoil Mhuire Waterford 13/08/06
18235D* St Marys BNS Waterford 01/12/06
19108B** St Martins Special 

School
Waterford 01/09/06

19885B Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford 10/01/05

20050D** Gaelscoil na nDeise Waterford 01/07/08
20143K* Waterpark National 

School
Waterford 01/09/07

20160K** Waterford Educate 
Together NS

Waterford 01/01/05

20170N Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford 24/03/04

64922J Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford 01/09/10

64923L CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford 01/09/10

68078U Gaelcholáiste Phort 
Láirge

Waterford 01/08/07

91509E Blackwater Commu-
nity School

Waterford 27/08/08

05916G* St Annes Ns Tyrrell-
spass

Westmeath 01/09/07
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17025K The Downs NS Westmeath 01/09/07
17102C Cluain Buinne Westmeath 05/09/05
17327D** Curraghmore NS Westmeath 27/02/01
18262G* SN Lochan 

a’Bhealaigh
Westmeath 01/09/06

18405C* St Paul’s NS Westmeath 01/04/07
18505G St Clares NS Westmeath 01/09/01
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath 01/09/06
18864L** Coosan NS Westmeath 01/08/01
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath 01/07/08
20063M* Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath 11/12/06
20073P St Marys NS Westmeath 06/10/07
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath 01/09/06
20373E ABA School (Sap-

lings)
Westmeath 01/07/12

03633H Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Wexford 01/09/99

05070W* Scoil Chroi Ro 
Naofa

Wexford 27/08/07

08221J St Senans Primary Wexford 21/08/01
11986N* Mercy National 

School
Wexford 19/11/07

16409A* St Marys NS Wexford 01/09/07
 

16605A* Kilrane NS Wexford 17/08/07
16828U* Oylegate NS Wexford 01/09/06
17450C Poulfour NS Wexford 19/08/11
17610V Scoil Baile Fada Wexford 01/09/08
17768K* Castletown NS Wexford 01/10/04
17800D* Bree NS Wexford 01/09/05
17841R* Scoil Mhuire Wexford 01/11/06
17913Q Our Lady of Fatima 

NS
Wexford 01/09/07

18280I St Josephs Boys 
Primary

Wexford 17/06/05

18558E* Piercestown NS Wexford 01/09/03
19240B** St. Patrick’s Special 

School
Wexford 01/07/06

19739N* Scoil Mhuire Wexford 01/09/03
20003R St Aidans Primary Wexford 08/10/05
20057R** GS Inis Córthaidh Wexford 01/09/05
20333P Wexford ETNS Wexford 28/10/10
63640R** CBS Wexford Wexford 01/10/07
68080H Meanscoil Gharman Wexford 01/01/08
01782O* SN Padraig Wicklow 01/09/07
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11372B* Scoil Mhuire Realt 
Na Mara

Wicklow 01/09/06

12529N St Saviour’s NS Wicklow 31/10/07
13932A St Michaels GNS Wicklow 03/11/08
14398L* Glebe NS Wicklow 01/09/04
16573N* St Brigid’s NS Wicklow 01/09/06
16874E St Joseph’s GNS Wicklow 01/07/03
17181B St Joseph’s NS Wicklow 01/09/98
17826V* Na Coroine Mhuire 

Mixed
Wicklow 01/08/06

18365Q* Kilmacanogue NS Wicklow 01/09/07
18502A Talbotstown NS Wicklow 01/01/09
18962L St Ernan’s BNS Wicklow 01/09/06
19522L** St Catherine’s Spec 

School
Wicklow 01/12/01

19573F St Laurence’s NS Wicklow 01/10/09
19734D* St Francis’s NS Wicklow 01/08/06
20045K** Gaelscoil Chill 

Mhantain
Wicklow 01/09/05

20080M** GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow 01/09/98
20178G** Wicklow ETNS Wicklow 01/09/05
20242M Blessington ETNS Wicklow 01/01/09
20243O GS Na Lochanna Wicklow 01/07/10
70740M** Arklow Community 

College
Wicklow 01/09/07

70790E Colaiste Bhride Wicklow 01/11/07
76106S Gaelcholaiste na 

Mara
Wicklow 01/09/07

17265H Rathdrum Boys NS Wicklow 01/05/06
20346B** Kilcoole Primary 

School 
Wicklow 01/09/12

Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRO02650301. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students in County Tipperary who are still awaiting payments of their student grant through 
the Student Universal Support Ireland system; the reason for the backlog in same; the current 
turnover time for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1316/13]

16/01/2013WRO02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): 1236 students from Coun-
ty Tipperary have been awarded or provisionally awarded a grant. Of these 254 are fee only 
awards. 769 students have received maintenance payments. Further students will receive pay-
ment on Friday 18th January. This data was provided to Department by Student Universal Sup-
port Ireland (SUSI) and is at a point in time on the 15th January, 2013.

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. In general the time 
period for between final award and payment is no more than two weeks. This is dependent on 
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the timeframe within which those awarded a grant supply bank account details and the return 
of confirmation of registration from the institution, which enables the relevant instalments of 
the grant to be paid.

SUSI Applications - Processing Position for County Tipperary

County Total 
appli-
cations 
re-
ceived

Incom-
plete 
Appli-
cations

Appli-
cations 
where 
all re-
quested 
docu-
menta-
tion 
sub-
mitted

Award-
ed

Re-
fused 
or Can-
celled

Applica-
tions cur-
rently with 
SUSI for 
processing

Main-
tenance 
Payments

Fees  
only 
awards 
approved 

Tipper-
ary

2651 764 1887 1236 630 20 769 254

* This figure includes a number of students provisionally awarded awaiting final course ac-
ceptance and some 254 students awarded a “fees only grant”.

16/01/2013WRO02750Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRO02800302. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on an appeal for their Student Uni-
versal Suport Ireland grant application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1327/13]

16/01/2013WRO02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student Universal Support 
Ireland has confirmed that the applicant referred to by the Deputy appealed the decision on 
their grant with regard to the rate of grant awarded and that a letter on the appeal issued on 20th 
December, 2012.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

16/01/2013WRO02950School Placement

16/01/2013WRO03000303. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a shortage of primary school places in a locality (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; if he has met with local stakeholders in an effort to address this shortage; the action 
he plans to take to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1339/13]

16/01/2013WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in June 2011 I announced that 20 new primary and 20 new post-primary schools are to be 
established up to 2016 across a number of locations to cater for our increased pupil numbers.  
While the area referred to by the Deputy was not one of the areas identified as requiring a new 
school in that period, it should be noted that in 2008 two new schools opened there and both 
of these schools will receive additional accommodation under my Departments Rapid Delivery 
Programme for 2013. In addition, a third school in the area that is the result of the amalgama-
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tion of a boys school and a girls school is to receive additional capacity and is on the 2015/2016 
school building programme to proceed to tender and construction.

Officials of my Department met with a delegation of principals from the area last month 
regarding accommodation needs for September 2013 and discussions with the relevant patron 
bodies are ongoing.

My Department will continue to monitor enrolments in the area referred to by the Deputy 
to ensure that there is sufficient school accommodation to meet any projected future demands.

16/01/2013WRO03150Schools Building Projects Status

16/01/2013WRO03200304. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
building project will commence at a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1344/13]

16/01/2013WRO03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The tender process for the 
appointment of a design team to the school building project referred to by the Deputy began 
on 17th December 2012 when tender documents issued to the consultants on my Department’s 
Large School Projects Framework Panel.

Following completion of the appointment the design team will commence the architectural 
planning process. The project has been scheduled to commence construction in 2015/16 under 
the 5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.

16/01/2013WRO03350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRO03400305. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son the eligibility for a fee grant from Student Universal Support Ireland does not extend to 
undergraduate courses outside the State or within another jurisdiction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1360/13]

16/01/2013WRO03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Student Support Act 
2011 provides that the payment of tuition fees be limited to approved courses of higher educa-
tion at an approved institution in the State, other than for exceptional provision in respect of 
postgraduate course in Northern Ireland. In addition given the level of demand on the student 
grant budget it is not possible to include fee grants for students studying outside of the State. 
However, students studying in an EU Member  State may be eligible for a maintenance grant 
provided they meet the terms and condition of the student grant scheme.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved under-
graduate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further in-
formation on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

16/01/2013WRO03550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRO03600306. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1386/13]
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16/01/2013WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the grant application of the student 
referred to by the Deputy for the 2012/13 academic year was refused. SUSI has confirmed that 
the applicant appealed their decision and a letter on the appeal issued on 10th January, 2013.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

16/01/2013WRO03750Student Grant Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRO03800307. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a student 
grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1387/13]

16/01/2013WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that a fees only grant has been awarded 
in this case and that payment of the fee will issue directly to the student’s institution.

16/01/2013WRO03950Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRO04000308. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expe-
dite an application for a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in county Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1394/13]

16/01/2013WRO04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the application from the student in 
question is being reviewed and it will notify the student directly of the outcome as soon as the 
review has been completed.

16/01/2013WRO04150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRO04200309. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
indicate the funding options available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1411/13]

16/01/2013WRO04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): While maintenance support is 
not available for students entering postgraduates courses, those who meet the qualifying condi-
tions for the special rate of grant under the Student Grant Scheme 2012 will be eligible to have 
their post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit of €6,270.

In addition, a further limited number of students will qualify to have a €2,000 contribution 
made towards the costs of their fees. The new income threshold for this payment is €31,500 for 
the 2012/13 academic year, increasing relative to the number of family dependents.

Tax relief is also available on postgraduate tuition fees. Details in relation to this relief are 
available from the Revenue Commissioners.

In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through 
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the access offices of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need.

16/01/2013WRO04350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRO04400310. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will out-
line the appeals process for students in County Laois who have been refused an education grant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1418/13]

16/01/2013WRO04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): If an applicant considers that 
the decision made on a student grant application is incorrect, he/she may appeal, in the first 
instance, to the grant awarding authority which made the decision.

Where such an appeal is turned down in writing by the grant awarding authority and the 
applicant remains of the view that the scheme was not interpreted correctly in his/her case, an 
appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Stu-
dent Grant Appeals Board.

16/01/2013WRO04550Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRO04600311. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a student grant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1421/13]

16/01/2013WRO04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 3rd January 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as the 
requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRP00200312. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a student grant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1422/13]

16/01/2013WRP00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 19th December 2012, a 
request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon 
as the requested documentation is received the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

School Transport Eligibility

16/01/2013WRP00400313. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
children from certain areas in County Donegal are being asked to travel a greater distance to 
further their education (details supplied) when there is a school closer to them; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1426/13]

16/01/2013WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest 
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education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language. Distance eligibility is determined by measuring the shortest traversable route from a 
child’s home to the relevant education centre.

Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department, is re-
sponsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus Éireann endeavours, 
within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reasonable level of school 
transport service.

The route travelled by a school transport service is not a consideration in determining eligi-
bility for school transport.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/01/2013WRP00600314. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for a reader on behalf of a student (details supplied) in Dublin 11 who is 
due to sit the leaving certificate in June 2013.  [1434/13]

16/01/2013WRP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of the above, I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to you.

Teaching Council of Ireland

16/01/2013WRP00800315. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he intends 
to commence section 30 of the Teaching Council Act 2001, making it compulsory for all teach-
ers to be registered with the Teaching Council in order to be paid from State funds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1445/13]

16/01/2013WRP00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is currently 
coordinating an implementation process across 34 paymasters and the Teaching Council in 
preparation for the commencement of Section 30 as soon as is practicable.

The commencement of Section 30 of the Teaching Council Act, 2001 will have a signifi-
cant impact on those persons who remain in teaching posts but who have been unable to gain 
registration with the Teaching Council, as the operation of the Section will prohibit payment of 
these individuals from funds provided by the Oireachtas.  It is therefore vital that all technical 
preparation work has been completed and all persons who are eligible for registration with the 
Teaching Council are provided a clear opportunity to do so before commencement of the provi-
sion as amended in the Education (Amendment) Act, 2012.

Schools as employers, through their management bodies, must also be provided with stan-
dardised procedures for treatment of those persons who fail to gain registration with the Teach-
ing Council or who fail to maintain their registration with the Council once Section 30 is com-
menced.  Failure to provide clear and transparent guidelines may result in discrepant treatment 
of persons impacted by the Section.  Consultation with the management bodies in this regard 
has begun.

I look forward to commencing the provision once the requisite preparation is complete.
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School Curriculum

16/01/2013WRP01000316. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools which have contacted his Department regarding the impact of cutbacks on their 
schools each year between 2006 and 2011; the number of schools which had to cut subjects 
from their timetables during each of these years and which subjects were cut; if any of these 
schools have offered those subjects after school hours; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1476/13]

16/01/2013WRP01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I fully acknowledge that the 
reduction in resources to schools will be challenging for schools. However, the change must be 
seen in the context of the major challenges we have as a Government in trying to shelter public 
services to the greatest extent that we can in these exceptional times. The net impact on overall 
teacher numbers in our schools has been minimised to the greatest extent possible. Teacher al-
locations to schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established 
rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. In accordance with these rules each school manage-
ment authority is required to organise its subject options within the limit of its approved teacher 
allocation. In accordance with existing arrangements, where a school management authority is 
unable to meet its curricular commitments within its approved allocation, my Department con-
siders applications for additional short term support i.e., curricular concessions.

The deployment of teaching staff in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately 
the quality of teaching and learning are in the first instance a matter for the school management 
authorities. Accordingly the type of information requested by the Deputy is dealt with at indi-
vidual school level rather than centrally within my Department.

School Staffing

16/01/2013WRP01200317. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the way schools are surviving without middle management support; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1477/13]

16/01/2013WRP01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): When the moratorium was 
introduced the Government exempted Principal and Deputy Principal posts in all primary and 
post-primary schools and these continue to be replaced in the normal manner. The impact of 
the moratorium is therefore limited to the Director of Adult Education, Assistant Principal and 
Special Duties allowances payable to teachers on promotion. Vacancies at this level arise due to 
retirements in the specific grades and typically also from the knock on effect of filling Principal 
and Deputy Principal posts.

The Department has interim alleviation measures in place for schools that are acutely af-
fected by the impact of the moratorium at Assistant Principal level.

Croke Park Agreement Implementation

16/01/2013WRP01400318. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the impact of the Croke Park agreement on schools across the State; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1478/13]

16/01/2013WRP01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Implementation Body 
published its second review of the Public Service (Croke Park) Agreement on 13 June 2012 
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which reviewed progress made and savings achieved during the second year of the Agreement.  
A copy of this review is available on the Implementation Body website www.implementation-
body.gov.ie. The first review of the Public Service Agreement was published in June 2011 and 
is also available on the Implementation Body website.  These 2 reviews contain details of the 
tangible results that have been delivered in both schools and the wider Education sector under 
the Public Service Agreement.

A revised Action Plan for 2013 for implementation of the Public Service Agreement in the 
Education Sector has been signed off by the Implementation Body in December 2012 and is 
available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  This contains specific details of the 
further measures to be implemented in the Education sector and also specific timeframes for the 
delivery of those measures.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRP01600319. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a student 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary was approved for a higher education maintenance in 
November 2012, and was subsequently informed that they do not qualify for the grant; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1527/13]

16/01/2013WRP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, she was only refused on the 20th December 2012 when the college clarified 
that the course she is pursing is part-time course.   Part-time courses have never been approved 
for funding under the Student Grant Scheme.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board.

16/01/2013WRP01750Student Assistance Fund Issues

16/01/2013WRP01800320. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills following his recent 
announcement that an additional €3m is being allocated to the student assistance fund, if he will 
outline if this is being administered by the Higher Education Authority; if so, the way funding 
is being allocated per college/university as part of the SAF and the way a college will apply for 
funding for SAF if their current student assistance fund is being subsidised by fees and not by 
the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1530/13]

16/01/2013WRP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Student Assistance Fund 
is managed by the National Access Office of the Higher Education Authority (HEA) on behalf 
of my Department and is funded under the National Development Plan, with assistance from 
the European Social Fund.

The objective of the Fund is to assist students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, 
who might otherwise, due to their financial circumstances, be unable to continue their third 
level studies.   The administration of the allocated fund is devolved to the individual third level 
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institutions. 

I approved an additional €3 million for the Fund to supplement the core allocation of €8 mil-
lion to bring the total available to €11 million in 2012/13.  The supplementary funding was ap-
proved in response to increased level of financial need among higher education students, based 
on information gathered by the HEA from 30 participating institutions on increased demands 
for the Fund in 2012/13.

The supplementary funding was allocated in a targeted way, taking account of the normal 
allocation model in conjunction with conditions at local level based on data gathered from insti-
tutions as part of a monitoring survey on the Fund in 2012/13.  A number of factors were taken 
into account including the institutional estimates of demand and the proportion of the current 
allocation committed.

Institutions were requested to ensure that the supplementary funding be utilised to assist as 
many additional students in need as possible. 

The supplementary funding was a once-off exceptional measure and the core allocation 
under the Fund remains at €8 million.

The Fund is expected to assist in the region of 16,000 students in this academic year.

School Staffing

16/01/2013WRP02000321. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired secondary school teachers who are currently hired as substitutes in schools; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1536/13]

16/01/2013WRP02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There were forty six retired 
teachers employed in a substitute capacity by the managerial authorities of  Secondary and 
Community/Comprehensive schools in the last payroll issue of 2012.

Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRP02200322. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a report on the current difficulties in the operation of Student Universal Support Ire-
land; when these difficulties will be fully resolved; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1537/13]

16/01/2013WRP02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An external review of SUSI’s 
business processes will be put in place in the coming weeks to inform improvements in the 
system for the 2013/14 academic year.  The proposed timeline for completion of the review is 
March 2013.

  Question No. 323 answered with Question No. 284.

School Curriculum

16/01/2013WRP02600324. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding the proposed junior certificate; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1542/13]
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16/01/2013WRP02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Extensive quality assurance 
measures are being built into the new Junior Cycle. These include subject specifications with 
clear learning outcomes; a comprehensive professional development programme for teachers, 
principals and deputy principals in educational assessment, including processes of modera-
tion; and the introduction of standardised tests for all schools and students in English reading, 
Mathematics and Science and in Irish reading for Irish-medium schools; the development of an 
assessment and moderation toolkit.

In the new scenario, assessment for learning will have a key role and will enhance learning 
throughout the 3 years of Junior Cycle.  It will be complemented by the 2 components of as-
sessment of learning, which will happen towards the end of the Junior Cycle, and be reflected 
in the School Certificate of Learning.  Subjects with their new modes of assessment are being 
introduced on a phased basis so that capacity in the system can be built up incrementally.

Additional quality assurance measures in relation to assessment of learning at end of junior 
cycle include the following:-  The State Examinations Commission (SEC) will provide final 
assessment papers and marking schemes for subjects until the new school-based system of as-
sessment is fully established

-  For English, Irish and Mathematics, the SEC will initially mark these papers. This ar-
rangement will continue until standardised testing becomes established in junior cycle-  For 
the school work component, schools will undertake internal moderation in accordance with the 
guidelines on moderation for Junior Cycle assessment which will be formally confirmed by the 
principal

-  The results awarded on every School Certificate of Learning will be sent to the Depart-
ment. The Department will monitor the national and school patterns along with the results in the 
standardised testing of reading, Mathematics and Science. This monitoring will provide further 
quality assurance and identify any local or national anomalies. A report on overall trends will 
be published regularly. In the event of an unusual pattern of achievement, the Inspectorate of 
the Department will be advised, and support and evaluation measures will be provided for the 
school.

In addition, national monitoring of standards will be complemented by continued participa-
tion in national and international assessments.

16/01/2013WRP02750Third Level Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRP02800325. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide, 
in tabular form, the number of persons in each university at professor grade, by university, in 
each of the years 2010, 2011 and 2012; where professors have retired, resigned or otherwise left 
universities, if they have been replaced and if so, at what grade; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1543/13]

16/01/2013WRP02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The data sought is unavail-
able in the format requested by the Deputy. The latest available data in my Department was 
provided by the universities for the period 1 January, 2011 to end October 2012 as set out in 
the table attached. My Department has asked the Higher Education Authority to request the 
required information for 2010 from the Universities and I will arrange for it to be forwarded to 
the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.   Data on Retired University Professors (1st January 
2011 to end October 2012)
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University Grade Number who 
left since Jan 
2011

Number who 
have been 
replaced

Level at 
which re-
placed

Number of 
replacements 
awaiting ap-
proval

NUI Galway Professor 8 7 Professor
Associate 
Prof 

6 6    1 Professor,     
1 Assoc Prof,     
4 Lecturers 
below the 
bar*.

* Below the bar refers to “Junior Lecturer” appointments

NUI May-
nooth

Professor 5 0 Professor 5

Associate 
Prof 

3 0 Associate 
Prof 

3

Dub-
lin City 
Univer-

sity

Pro-
fessor

5 5 5 at 
Professor

Asso-
ciate Prof

4 3 1 
at Prof 
and 2 at 
Lecturer 

level

University of 
Limerick

Professor 8 1 Professor 5

Associate 
Prof 

3 0 n/a 0

University 
College Dub-
lin

Professor 21 22* Professor

Associate 
Prof 

5 5 Assoc Prof

*21 Professors have been replaced and 1 additional Professor has been appointed

University 
College Cork

Professor 5 4 Professor

Associate 
Prof 

5 1 Professor

Trinity Col-
lege Dublin

Professor 15 1  Lecturer 4

Associate 
Prof 

6 5  Lecturer 1

TCD - 3 of the Professors posts and 1 Associate Professor post awaiting replacement are 
joint appointments with the hospitals and applications are currently with the Consultant Ap-
pointment Unit in the HSE.
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School Transport Provision

16/01/2013WRP03000326. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional fund-
ing or a subsidy is available within the school transport scheme for a family (details supplied) 
who do not have the financial means to pay school transport costs; and if he will advise on the 
assistance available in this regard. [1620/13]

16/01/2013WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport scheme children are eligible for 
transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest national 
school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

The annual charge for children who are eligible for school transport under the terms of my 
Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme is €100.  This charge is subject to a family 
maximum of €220 per annum.  Eligible children with valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are 
exempt from these charges.

Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department, has 
advised that an application for transport has not been received for the pupils referred to by the 
Deputy in the details supplied.

Schools Building Projects Status

16/01/2013WRP03200327. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a contractor has 
been appointed to complete a school project (details supplied) in County Kildare; when the 
contractor will be on site; and the expected completion date for the required work. [1637/13]

16/01/2013WRP03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Tenders for the project to 
which the Deputy refers, were received in late December and are currently being examined by 
the Design Team. Subject to no issues arising, it is anticipated that work will commence on site 
later this year and will be completed in quarter 2.

16/01/2013WRP03350Third Level Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRP03400328. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person who 
works in a full time permanent post of caretaker at an Institute of Technology has to retire upon 
their 65th birthday; if he will remain on in the post and the way they would go about securing 
this formally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1685/13]

16/01/2013WRP03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under legislation Institutes 
of Technology are autonomous statutory bodies and my Department has no function in their 
operational management. The answer to the question posed depends on the person’s individual 
circumstances and contract of employment and would, therefore, be a matter for the Institute as 
the employer. Accordingly the person concerned should raise the matter directly with the Per-
sonnel Office in the Institute in order to clarify their retirement date and any other issues related 
to their employment contract with the Institute.

16/01/2013WRP03550Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

16/01/2013WRP03600329. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
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sider the mandatory inclusion of defibrillator equipment in all secondary schools and their fa-
cilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1696/13]

16/01/2013WRP03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of whether de-
fibrillator equipment should be mandatory in public places such as schools  or other areas is 
primarily a public health matter and would therefore be a matter for the Department of Health.  
The consideration of such matters would also need to take account of factors such as cost and 
training of relevant personnel.

Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRP03800330. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1701/13]

16/01/2013WRP03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 10th January 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. As soon as the 
requested documentation is received, the student will be notified directly of the outcome. 

Student Grant Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRP04000331. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; if he will expedite the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1703/13]

16/01/2013WRP04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 8th January 2013.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/01/2013WRP04200332. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to recognise Irish sign language as an official language; the efforts he has or will take to en-
sure that there are sufficient support services and a level and quality of education appropriate 
to meeting the needs and abilities of deaf persons here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1705/13]

16/01/2013WRP04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Section 2 of the Official Languages Act 2003 states that “the official languages” of the State are 
(a) the Irish language (being the national language and the first official language) and (b) the 
English language (being a second official language) as specified in Article 8 of the Constitution.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Irish Sign language (ISL) has formal recognition in the 
Education Act, 1998. Under the Act, it is a function of the Minister for Education and Science 
(Skills) to ensure, subject to the provisions of the Act, that there is made available to each 
person resident in the State, including a person with a disability or who has other special edu-
cational needs, support services and a level and quality of education appropriate to meeting the 
needs and abilities of that person. This includes provision for students learning through ISL.
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A number of initiatives which seek to promote, develop and implement ISL in order that it 
will achieve greater recognition and use in the education system are currently in place. These 
include:

- the special schools for the deaf/hearing impaired have been encouraged in relation to the 
use of sign language in class.

- funding for an ISL weekly home tuition service whereby deaf tutors visit the  
homes of deaf pre-school children and deaf school-going pupils to provide training in ISL for 
the deaf children, pupils, their siblings and parents.

- funding is also made available through the Special Education Support Service (SESS) to 
enable individual teachers and whole school staff to undertake courses in Irish Sign Language 
which are available throughout the country through a variety of providers.

In addition, the Visiting Teacher Service for Children and Young People with a Hearing Im-
pairment is provided by my Department from the time of referral through to third level educa-
tion. The Visiting Teacher service provides advice and support to ensure that the needs of chil-
dren and young people with hearing impairment are met. This service is available at pre-school, 
primary and post-primary levels. Specifically, the service works in partnership with parents 
of pre-school children with hearing impairment, visiting their homes and/or meeting them in 
groups to inform, advise and offer guidance in matters pertaining to their education and overall 
development and in helping their children to derive maximum benefit from the educational op-
portunities available. The Deputy may be aware that assessment, rehabilitation and information 
services for children with hearing impairment and their families are funded by the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE), either directly or indirectly. Services provided include communication 
therapy and lip-reading classes as well as sign language classes.

My Department, through the Higher Education Authority (HEA), has established and funds 
a Centre for Deaf Studies in Trinity College, Dublin which provides diploma courses for ISL/
English interpreters, deaf tutors and in deaf studies. The course modules deal with issues such 
as sign linguistics, bilingualism and sociolinguistics of sign language. The course is delivered 
in seminar sessions/group work and the award of the diploma is based on continued assessment 
and a project and course design. The HEA has allocated €365,000 in core funding to the Centre 
in the current academic year.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
recently published its Policy Advice on the Education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children 
in Ireland, which makes a number of recommendations for the improvement of educational 
provision for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children, including recommendations relating to ISL 
provision. This policy advice is available on the NCSE’s website www.ncse.ie. My Department 
has established a working group which will consider and implement the recommendations of 
this report in accordance with available resources.

Home Tuition Scheme Provision

16/01/2013WRP04400333. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding home tuition in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1713/13]

16/01/2013WRP04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the home tuition scheme provides funding to parents to provide education at home for 
children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. The 
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scheme was extended in recent years to facilitate tuition for children awaiting a suitable edu-
cational placement and also to provide early educational intervention for pre-school children 
with autism.

The Deputy will also be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is 
responsible for the provision of a range of educational services at local and national level for 
students with special educational needs. In particular, its network of Special Education Needs 
Organisers (SENOs) co-ordinates special needs education provision at local level and arranges 
for the delivery of special educational services. The SENOs act as single points of contact for 
parents of students with special educational needs. A specific function of the SENO is to iden-
tify appropriate educational placements for children with special educational needs. SENOs are 
a valuable source of support to parents who are actively sourcing a placement for their children.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents can contact 
SENOs directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details 
available on www.ncse.ie.

An application for home tuition on behalf of the child referred to by the Deputy was refused 
as he does not meet the eligibility criteria.  The NCSE confirmed to my Department that there 
is a placement available for him in a special class for children with autism.

School Transport Provision

16/01/2013WRP04600334. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills If he will assist with 
the cooperative initiative by both St. Michael’s College and the Presentation Secondary School, 
Listowel, County Kerry which is in compliance with his Department’s Directive, these schools 
are 2.5km apart and the imposition of full transport costs on the students and their families 
would be detrimental to the progress of this scheme and based on and information (details sup-
plied) if he will examine this viable proposition with a view to subsidising the ongoing costs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1725/13]

16/01/2013WRP04700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eli-
gible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.

Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department, is re-
sponsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus Éireann endeavours, 
within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reasonable level of school 
transport service.

There is no provision within the terms of the School Transport Scheme to provide funding 
for the transport services outlined by the Deputy in the details supplied.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/01/2013WRP04800335. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 260 of 18 December 2012, the reason the special education unit at a 
school (details supplied) in County Kildare was not equipped in any way at the time of opening 
and the reason, to date, only limited funding has been approved by his Department to enable 
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the partial equipping of the unit; if the situation at the school will be addressed as a matter of 
urgency; if he will indicate with certainty that, in terms of equipment/furnishing, all special 
education units in PPP delivered post primary schools have been facilitated in a consistent man-
ner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1740/13]

16/01/2013WRP04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Special Education Unit 
(SNU) at the school referred to by the Deputy was not equipped at the time of construction as 
the type of unit to be established in the school was not known at that time. The school in ques-
tion has been allocated funding of €6,500 for one special class plus €7,000 to purchase equip-
ment for the schools Multi-Sensory Room. This level of funding is in accordance with the De-
partment’s current guidelines for funding SNUs and is provided to all primary and post-primary 
schools irrespective of the delivery method used. In addition, grant aid is available to all schools 
to fund the purchase of special items of furniture for special needs pupils. The scheme applies 
to all children who are diagnosed as having special needs. Schools must apply directly to the 
Department and their applications must be supported by a report from a professional who as-
sessed the pupil. Only furniture approved by the Department will be funded.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRQ00200336. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the approval of a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1741/13]

16/01/2013WRQ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 
Deputy has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 20th November 2012.

If the applicant considers that the grant awarded is not the correct one, he may appeal in the 
first instance to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing 
by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her 
case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the indepen-
dent Student Grant Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form will be available on request from 
SUSI.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQ00400337. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
options available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare following the removal of a 
subsidy for Gaeltacht placement as part of the Bachelors of Education degree at St Patrick’s 
College; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1745/13]

16/01/2013WRQ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The main source of financial 
assistance available from the Irish State for students in full-time higher education undergradu-
ate courses is the student grant.  To assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, primary 
initial teacher education students who are in receipt of a student grant which includes a 100% 
fee grant, or who would have qualified for a full fee grant but for the Free Fees Schemes, can 
apply for funding towards travel and accommodation costs under the field trip element of a fee 
grant, subject to the normal terms and conditions of the student grant scheme.

Apart from the student grant system, in circumstances of particular need students may apply 
for support under the Student Assistance Fund which assists students in third-level institutions 
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in exceptional financial need. Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended.  The Access Officers themselves will also continue to 
provide support and advice to students to enable them to continue with their studies.

Schools Building Projects Applications

16/01/2013WRQ00600338. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans under the 
school building programme to provide additional infant and junior infant classes at a school 
(details supplied) in County Cork; if he will confirm that the school has applied for extra ac-
commodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1747/13]

16/01/2013WRQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A major extension project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  
The project is on the 5 year construction programme and is scheduled to proceed to construc-
tion in 2013.

Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRQ00800339. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a higher 
education grant application in respect of a student (details supplied) in County Mayo will be 
processed; the reason this application has been delayed; and if he will expedite the application 
in view of the delay experienced to date. [1755/13]

16/01/2013WRQ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the application from the student in 
question has been processed and the outcome was communicated to the student by letter 17th 
December 2012. 

Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 231.

School Accommodation

16/01/2013WRQ01100341. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for an extension to a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1757/13]

16/01/2013WRQ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is currently 
finalising the Schedule of Accommodation including Special Needs provision in relation to 
the school project referred to by the Deputy.  Due to competing demands on my Department’s 
capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision 
of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not 
possible to include this project in the five year construction programme announced in March 
2012.  Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but 
which were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme, will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages.  The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to 
be considered for progression in that context.  In this regard, my Department will be in contact 
with the school authorities in due course.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility
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16/01/2013WRQ01300342. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 2012 rate for 
maintenance grants will apply to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1800/13]

16/01/2013WRQ01400347. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 2012 rate 
for maintenance grants will apply in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1880/13]

16/01/2013WRQ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 342 and 347 together.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that it 
contacted the applicant on the 10th January 2013 advising her that if she provides the necessary 
supporting documentation, her grant application will be reassessed.  As soon as the requested 
documentation is received, the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQ01600343. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a student grant application in respect of person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; 
when a decision may be expected on this application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1812/13]

16/01/2013WRQ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 21st November 2012, a re-
quest for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy.  As soon 
as the requested documentation is received the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQ01800344. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath; when a decision on the application will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1813/13]

16/01/2013WRQ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred to 
by the Deputy, his student grant application was unsuccessful and that he appealed the decision 
to the appeals officer in SUSI and its original decision was overturned.  On that basis, a letter 
issued to the student on 10th January 2013 confirming that his application is currently being 
reassessed.

Teachers’ Remuneration

16/01/2013WRQ02000345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills following the 
recent decision taken at the Teacher’s Conciliation Council to honour qualifications of teachers 
whose further courses of study had commenced prior to 1 February 2012, the proposed time-
frame to honour such payments; when the first payments will issue in respect of this decision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1820/13]
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16/01/2013WRQ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The review of allowances 
across the public sector as published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in 
September 2012 allows for the payment of a qualification allowance to recognised teachers who 
were undertaking courses of study on 5 December 2011.  Where applicable, qualification allow-
ances will become payable where the teacher is eligible to be in receipt of the qualified rate of 
pay i.e. where the teacher is appropriately qualified and registered for the sector in which they 
are employed.

A circular detailing the impacts of the outcome of the review by the Department of Expen-
diture and Reform on the education system is due to be issued shortly from my Department.  
A number of applications for qualification allowances have been received by the Department 
in the last number of months and these are being processed at the current time.  Any arrears of 
salary due to teachers will be paid to them as soon as possible.

Question No. 346 answered with Question No. 263.

Question No. 347 answered with Question No. 342.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQ02400348. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
sion will issue on a student grant application appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1886/13]

16/01/2013WRQ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the application from the student 
referred to by the Deputy has, on appeal, been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 
9th January 2013.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/01/2013WRQ02600349. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a right to education in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15. [1889/13]

16/01/2013WRQ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for the provision of a 
range of educational services at local and national level for students with special educational 
needs.  In particular, its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) co-ordinates 
special needs education provision at local level and arranges for the delivery of special educa-
tional services.  The SENOs act as single points of contact for parents of students with special 
educational needs.  Another specific function of the SENO is to identify appropriate educa-
tional placements for children with special educational needs.  SENOs are a valuable source of 
support to parents who are actively sourcing a placement for their children.  Furthermore the 
National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which assists parents who 
are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child.

The Deputy will also be aware that the Health Service Executive is responsible for the pro-
vision of health supports, including therapies, to children with special educational needs.

The NCSE has confirmed to my Department that a placement in a special school is avail-
able for the child in question.  The local SENO and Educational Welfare Officer continue to 
be available to liaise with the school, parents and other parties as appropriate in order to assist 
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with the matter.

Departmental Bodies Expenditure

16/01/2013WRQ02800350. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his Department 
in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1903/13]

16/01/2013WRQ02900353. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his Depart-
ment in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2034/13]

16/01/2013WRQ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 350 and 353 together.  The specific information requested by the Deputy is not collated 
centrally and would involve significant administrative resources to compile.  However, various 
details of public funding disbursements are made available in a range of publications on an an-
nual basis.  The Revised Estimates Volume, published annually by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, contains a significant level of detail, on a Vote by Vote basis, regard-
ing funding allocations in the year of publication, together with details of funding disbursed by 
the Exchequer in the previous year.  The Comptroller and Auditor General also publishes the 
Appropriation Accounts, which are the annual accounts of Government Departments and other 
Votes.  Additionally on an annual basis, my Department posts on its website details of organisa-
tions that are part-funded from the National Lottery.  In this regard details for the years 2010 
and 2011 are provided in tabular form in the following spreadsheet.  The 2012 details will not 
be available until the Department’s Statutory Accounts for 2012 are finalised later this year.  

If there is a specific body in which the Deputy has a particular interest my officials will re-
quest the relevant organisation to supply details insofar as is possible.

2011 National Lottery Funding from Vote 26 – Education and Skills

6.1 National Lottery Funding

Under Subheads B.1. and B.14, a total of €1.04 million was grant aided in 2011 to support 
adult education and cultural activities. The subheads in Vote 26 from which the funding was 
paid are noted below.

Recipients of Funding from 
National Lottery

2011 2010

€’000 €’000
Expenses of Adult Educa-
tion Organisations (Subhead 
B.1.)

854 864

Cultural Activities (Subhead 
B.14.)

187 196

Total 1,041 1,060

Recipients of Grants from 
Subhead B.1 - Adult Educa-
tion Organisations

Sum Received Sum Received

Name of Recipient 2011 2010
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Recipients of Funding from 
National Lottery

2011 2010

€’000 €’000
Aontas 435,000.00 440,000.00
National Adult Literacy 
Agency

298,000.00 302,000.00

Peoples College 98,000.00 99,000.00
Irish Countrywoman’s As-
sociation

23,000.00 23,000.00

Total 854,000.00 864,000.00

Recipients of Grants from 
Subhead B.14 - Cultural 
Organisations

Sum Received Sum Received

Name of Recipient 2011 2010
Foras Éireann 10,500.00 11,000.00
National Youth Orchestra Of 
Ireland

103,000.00 108,000.00

Feis Maitiu 36,700.00 38,500.00
Artane School of Music 36,700.00 38,500.00
Total 186,900.00 196,000.00
2010 National Lottery Funding from Vote 26 - Education and Skills

6.1 National Lottery funding

Under subheads B.1 and B.14, a total of €1.06 million was grant aided  in 2010 to support 
adult education and cultural activities.  The subheads in Vote 26 from which the funding was 
paid are noted below. 

Recipients of Funding from 
National Lottery

2010 2009

€000 €000
Expenses of Adult Educa-
tion Organisations (Subhead 
B.1.) 

864 941

Cultural Activities (Subhead 
B.14.) 

196 207

Total 1,060 1,148

Recipients of Grants from 
Subhead B.1 Adult Educa-
tion

Sum received Sum received

Name of Recipients 2010 2009
Aontas 440,000.00 477,000.00 
National Adult Literacy 
Agency

302,000.00 333,000.00 

Peoples College 99,000.00 108,000.00 
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Irish Countrywomen’s As-
sociation

23,000.00 23,000.00 

Total 864,000.00 941,000.00 

Recipients of Grants from 
Subhead B.14 - Cultural 
Activities

Sum received Sum received

Name of Recipients 2010 2009
Foras Éireann 11,000.00 11,400.00 
National Youth Orchestra of 
Ireland

108,000.00 114,000.00 

Feis Maitiu 38,500.00 41,000.00 
Artane School of Music 38,500.00 41,000.00 
Total 196,000.00 207,400.00 

  Question No. 351 answered with Questions Nos. 284.

Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/01/2013WRQ03200352. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide, in tabular form, the number of students on a county basis who are awaiting to have their 
original grant applications reassessed or a decision made on their appeal by Student Universal 
Support Ireland. [2012/13]

16/01/2013WRQ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table provides 
a breakdown of appeals submitted to Student  Universal Support Ireland.  The data provided is 
at a point in time on the 14th January, 2013 and has been provided to my Department by SUSI.  
SUSI has confirmed that some 597 students are currently awaiting re-assessment of their ap-
plications.

Breakdown of Appeals Submitted to SUSI

County Appeals Re-
ceived

SUSI initial 
decision over-
turned

SUSI initial de-
cision upheld

Appeals yet to 
be Processed

Carlow 43 13 14 16
Cavan 86 13 36 37
Clare 110 23 43 44
Cork 329 77 115 137
Donegal 187 31 73 83
Dublin 553 153 185 215
Galway 278 66 99 113
Kerry 130 29 46 55
Kildare 152 32 59 61
Kilkenny 67 11 28 28
Laois 51 12 26 13
Leitrim 37 9 13 15
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Limerick 140 29 54 57
Longford 44 3 17 24
Louth 133 39 39 55
Mayo 154 25 49 80
Meath 123 31 47 45
Monaghan 64 15 24 25
Offaly 70 16 30 24
Roscommon 75 17 27 31
Sligo 75 10 25 40
Tipperary 165 32 72 61
Waterford 80 16 35 29
Westmeath 107 20 47 40
Wexford 135 23 56 56
Wicklow 106 22 49 35
Outside of Ire-
land

26 10 6 10

Totals 3520 777 1314 1429
  Question No. 353 answered with Question No. 350.

Public Procurement Contracts Tenders

16/01/2013WRQ03500354. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on whether employers who have outstanding Labour Court decisions against them should 
be eligible for Government procurement contracts. [57830/12]

16/01/2013WRQ03600367. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of recipients of Government contracts that are not in compliance with Labour Court 
judgements. [57826/12]

16/01/2013WRQ03700369. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps taken to ensure that all contractors and suppliers to Government procurement contracts 
are fully compliant with Labour Court judgements and employee rights legislation. [57828/12]

16/01/2013WRQ03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 354, 367 and 369 together. 

In relation to the general issue of employment law and its enforcement, these are matters for 
my colleague Mr. Richard Bruton, T. D. Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and the 
National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) respectively.

Public procurement procedures require applicants to meet certain standards when applying 
for public contracts.  The criteria upon which contracting authorities may exclude applicants 
from the award procedure of public contracts are set out in Regulation 53 of SI 329 of 2006 
European Communities (Award of Public Contracts) Regulations 2006 and Article 45 and Re-
citals (34) and (43) of 2004/18/EC, the EU Directive on the co-ordination of procedures for the 
award of public works contracts, public supply contracts and public service contracts.   Where 
a contracting authority is aware of a judgement by the Labour Court against an applicant in a 
public procurement process they may exclude that applicant.  However before that applicant is 
excluded, the applicant may make a case and provide supporting evidence as to why it should 
not be excluded.  The contracting authority must consider this evidence before deciding wheth-
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er to exclude or include an applicant.

In qualifying for inclusion in tender competitions for public contracts, applicants must sub-
mit signed declarations stating that none of the circumstances outlined in Regulation 53 of SI 
329 or Article 45 of 2004/18/EC apply.

Freedom of Information Requests

16/01/2013WRQ03900355. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will ensure that Coillte becomes subject to freedom of information requests in line with his 
commitment to introducing greater transparency. [57985/12]

16/01/2013WRQ04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In my recent 
discussion with the Oireachtas Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform Committee on my 
proposals for the reform and extension of Freedom of Information, I confirmed the principle 
endorsed by Government in its Decision approving the General Scheme of the FOI reform leg-
islation that commercial state bodies should not be subject to Freedom of Information require-
ments.  In view of the commercial role, mandate and responsibilities of the body referred to in 
the Deputy’s question it is proposed to continue to apply this principle in this specific instance. 

As I discussed with the Committee, the principle reflects a serious concern that an uneven 
competitive playing field that would be created in circumstances that commercial state bodies 
were subject to Freedom of Information but their privately-owned market competitors would 
not.  In such circumstances there is a clear potential for FOI requests to be used to access infor-
mation to disadvantage and erode the competitive position of the commercial State body in the 
marketplace.  This would have an adverse impact on the commercial position of the State body 
in question which would not be in the public interest or consistent with the need to safeguard 
the State’s economic and financial interests.

It is important to draw attention to the point which I made to the Committee that notwith-
standing that commercial state bodies are not subject to FOI, it continues to be a priority to 
ensure that effective mechanisms are in place to ensure that there is appropriate public oversight 
and accountability in relation to the conduct and activities of these bodies.  In addition to the 
corporate governance requirements to which such bodies are subject, records relating to those 
bodies held by their parent Government Department and or public bodies are subject to the 
Freedom of Information legislation.  Moreover, commercial State bodies are accountable to the 
Oireachtas through Parliamentary Questions put down for the responsible Minister and through 
meetings with relevant Oireachtas Committees.  Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, 
legislation is at an advanced point of development to strengthen the powers of the Oireachtas to 
conduct inquiries into matters of significant public interest which could include matters relat-
ing to the activities of a commercial state body.  The legislation will also strengthen the powers 
of Oireachtas committees in carrying out their normal functions other than when an inquiry is 
taking place. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that in my meeting with the Oireachtas Finance, Public 
Expenditure and Reform Committee I made clear that in the context of the pre-legislative scru-
tiny process being carried out on the FOI reform legislation I was open to any case that may 
be made relating to any matter encompassed by the proposed legislation.  If it is the case that 
the Deputy wishes to make a submission to me on the rationale for setting aside the principle I 
have summarised above in the case of the commercial State body referred to in his question, I 
would of course consider his views in the context of the finalisation of the legislative proposals 
on FOI.
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Departmental Offices

16/01/2013WRQ04100356. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if her 
Department has a 20 year lease on a floor or part of a premises in Athy, County Kildare; the 
annual cost of the lease to the State; when the lease agreement was entered into; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [58172/12]

16/01/2013WRQ04200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I can confirm that the Commissioners for Public Works hold a twenty year lease on 
a premises at Unit 4 Stanhope Place, Athy, Co. Kildare.  The Lease commenced on 1 October 
2011 and will expire on 30 September 2031.  The Annual rent is €32,000.  The building is cur-
rently allocated to the Department of Social Protection.

Mobile Telephony

16/01/2013WRQ04300357. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide details of the income earned by the State from the mobile phone mast at a 
Garda Station (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1007/13]

16/01/2013WRQ04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works have granted licences to two mobile phone op-
erators in respect of the Garda mast at the station referred to.  The annual income to the State 
is €11,625.

Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRQ04500358. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on rent and leasing property in County Laois for Government Departments and 
agencies for 2011 and 2012 to facilitate the de-centralising of central Government. [1137/13]

16/01/2013WRQ04600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works expended €2,030,580.28 during 2011 and 2012 
on rents and service charges for leased properties in Co Laois to facilitate decentralisation.

Public Procurement Tenders

16/01/2013WRR00200359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the centralised buying of goods; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1266/13]

16/01/2013WRR00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public 
Service Reform Plan published my Department in November 2011 identified procurement re-
form as a key instrument that can assist in maintaining the delivery of public services in an 
efficient manner. 

The National Procurement Service (NPS) has put in place a number of national arrangements 
designed to secure better value for money from leveraging the public service’s buying power in 
relation to a range of goods and services that are commonly purchased across the public service.  
These national arrangements have benefits that include: cash savings; administrative savings 
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from reduced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency; and 
enhanced service levels. In order to increase the usage of the NPS arrangements and thereby 
secure best value for money, the Government decided that it should be mandatory for public 
service bodies to use specified national procurement arrangements.  The categories subject to 
national procurement arrangements include: electricity; natural gas; stationery and office sup-
plies; paper; ICT consumables; managed print services; print media advertising; and, motor ve-
hicles.  These national arrangements will secure best value for money and facilitate contracting 
authorities to maintain the delivery of services in the context of tighter budgetary constraints.

While the key reasons for reforming public purchasing is to enable the State to do more 
with less by aggregating procurement to secure better value for money, it is worth noting that 
such aggregation arrangements can be implemented in a manner that achieves value for money 
with a minimal negative impact, or indeed a positive impact, on SMEs.  While a number of the 
categories of goods and services mandated national arrangements are suited to single supplier it 
should not be taken that single supplier frameworks are to be accepted as the norm.  The greater 
use where appropriate of multi-supplier frameworks – for example the supply of managed print 
services- can address local supplier issues while also ensuring ongoing cost competitiveness of 
the framework itself.  Such multi-supplier frameworks can also offer SMEs the opportunity to 
participate in national level contracts, thereby offering valuable reference work when compet-
ing for public procurement contracts in other jurisdictions. 

In order to encourage greater SME participation the NPS over the past 3 years has conducted 
a targeted programme of education for suppliers who wish to learn more about doing business 
with the Irish Public Service.  This programme consists of seminars, workshops and large scale 
‘meet the buyer’ events hosted nationwide.  In 2012 the NPS, working with InterTradeIreland, 
for the first time brought together a number of the lead Government agencies to create a pro-
gramme of major events for the Island of Ireland.  Attendees could also avail of educational 
seminars on a variety of topics ranging from the technicalities of public service procurement 
to procedures around consortia-building for SMEs.  To date the NPS has facilitated workshops 
and presented at seminars to over 3,000 SMEs nationwide.  Surveys conducted at these events 
have indicated a high degree of satisfaction among suppliers.  Parallel with these events the 
NPS also works closely with business representative bodies such as ISME and IBEC to provide 
briefings for their members.

Public Procurement Tenders

16/01/2013WRR00400360. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to change the procurement legislation which prohibits smaller construction companies 
from tendering for projects in view of the fact that the criteria for tendering for the majority of 
contracts are based on each company’s previous year’s turnover; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1468/13]

16/01/2013WRR00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The assess-
ment of a tenderer’s financial and economic standing is a key part of any procurement process 
because tenderers must have the necessary capacity to carry out a contract.  Establishing the 
appropriate suitability criteria that are relevant and appropriate to a particular contract is, of 
course, a matter for the contracting authority concerned.  This is because the contracting au-
thority is in the best position to gauge the appropriate levels of financial capacity that are ap-
propriate to the needs of that specific contract.  My Department has developed specific national 
guidelines for contracting authorities in relation to minimum standards for suitability criteria 
for construction contractors interested in tendering for public works projects, published as part 
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of the Capital Works Management Framework, which is available at www.constructionproc-
urement.gov.ie.  In this regard, it is important to point out that there are no centrally imposed 
requirements for a minimum turnover.  Such requirements would logically be developed on a 
case by case basis with reference to the specific needs of the contract.

The Government recognises that the small and medium enterprise (SME) sector is very im-
portant to the economy and that public procurement can be a source of business for SMEs.  In 
this regard, my Department has issued public procurement guidelines (Circular 10/10) to public 
bodies which are aimed at facilitating greater participation of SMEs in public procurement op-
portunities.  In relation to suitability criteria, the guidelines stress that public bodies must ensure 
that any criteria/turnover levels set by them must be both justifiable and proportionate to the 
needs of the contract.

Expenditure Reviews

16/01/2013WRR00600361. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will detail expenditure on health care as a percentage of total tax revenue and per capita from 
1992 to 2012 [1890/13]

16/01/2013WRR00700362. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will detail State expenditure on education care as a percentage of total tax revenue and per 
capita from 1992 to 2012. [1891/13]

16/01/2013WRR00800363. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will detail Government expenditure on social protection care as a percentage of total tax rev-
enue and per capita from 1992 to 2012. [1892/13]

16/01/2013WRR00900380. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
wil detail total Government expenditure as a percentage of total tax revenue and per capita from 
1992 to 2012. [1893/13]

16/01/2013WRR01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 361, 362, 363 and 380 together. 

Details of Government expenditure, Health expenditure, Social Protection expenditure and 
Education expenditure in nominal terms and expressed as a percentage of tax revenue and on a 
per capita basis from 1992 to 2012 are detailed in the table below.  

The Deputy might be interested to know that my Department hosts a databank website 
which contains a comprehensive set of data on public expenditure in Ireland.  The material can 
be accessed through the following web address; http://databank.per.gov.ie/.  Similarly, the De-
partment of Finance hosts a comparable website with details of Exchequer Tax receipts and can 
be accessed at http://databank.finance.gov.ie/.  In addition, the Central Statistics Office holds a 
wide variety of statistical data on their website   http://www.cso.ie/en/

Yaer 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Total Gov-
ernment 
Expen-
diture 1, 
€m

16,640 18,144 19,364 20,584 22,560 23,699 25,355 28,092 31,014 36,017

Non voted 
2, €m

3,613 3,966 3,990 3,883 4,111 4,836 4,819 5,202 5,083 4,709

Voted 3, 
€m

13,027 14,178 15,374 16
,701

18,449 18,863 20,536 22,890 25,931 31,308
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of which

Social 
Protection 
4, €m

4,453 4,708 4,849 5,600 5,656 5,729 6,017 6,252 6,680 7,794

Health and 
Children 
4, €m

2,293 2,609 2,953 3,128 3,137 3,637 4,125 4,831 5,656 7,077

Education 
4, €m

2,026 2,278 2,547 2,631 2,800 3,163 3,460 3,724 4,233 4,791

Popula-
tion 4

3,525
,719

3,525
,719

3,525
,719

3,525
,719

3,626
,087

3,626
,087

3,626
,087

3,626
,087

3,626
,087

3,626
,087

Social 
Protec-
tion Per 
Capita, 
€,000

1,263 1,335 1,375 1,588 1,560 1,580 1,659 1,724 1,842 2,150

Health & 
Children 
Per 
Capita, 
€,000

650 740 838 887 865 1,003 1,138 1,332 1,560 1,952

Educa-
tion Per 
Capita, 
€,000

575 646 722 746 772 872 954 1,027 1,167 1,321

Tax 6, €m 11,314 12,322 13,758 14,392 15,897 18,124 20,480 23,565 27,072 27,925

Total 
Expendi-
ture as a 
percentage 
of Tax

147% 147% 141% 143% 142% 131% 124% 119% 115% 129%

Social 
Protec-
tion as a 
percentage 
of Tax

39% 38% 35% 39% 36% 32% 29% 27% 25% 28%

Health & 
Children 
as a 
percentage 
of Tax

20% 21% 21% 22% 20% 20% 20% 21% 21% 25%

Educa-
tion as a 
percentage 
of Tax

18% 18% 19% 18% 18% 17% 17% 16% 16% 17%

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011                                        
2012

39,975 43,045 45,696 50,746 56,143 62,929 68,721 75,869 68,984 75,894 67,029

4,157 4,663 4,938 5,860 6,360 6,305 6,423 12,821 8,549 18,512 11,674

35,818 38,382 40,758 44,886 49,783 56,624 62,298 63,048 60,435 57,382 55,355

9,463 10,440 11,249 12,123 13,521 15,451 17,753 20,443 20,807 20,958 20,547

8,353 9,303 10,069 11,821 13,012 14,980 16,039 15,973 15,135 14,611 14,470

5,390 5,865 6,597 7,218 7,897 8,705 9,295 9,356 9,741 9,193 9,034

3,917
,203

3,917
,203

3,917
,203

3,917
,203

4,239
,848

4,239
,848

4,239
,848

4,239
,848

4,239
,848

4,588
,252

4,588
,252

2,416 2,665 2,872 3,095 3,189 3,644 4,187 4,822 4,907 4,568 4,478

2,133 2,375 2,571 3,018 3,069 3,533 3,783 3,767 3,570 3,185 3,154

1,376 1,497 1,684 1,843 1,863 2,053 2,192 2,207 2,297 2,004 1,969

29,294 32,103 35,581 39,254 45,539 47,249 40,777 33,043 31,753 34,027 36,646

136% 134% 128% 129% 123% 133% 169% 230% 217% 223% 183%

32% 33% 32% 31% 30% 33% 44% 62% 66% 62% 56%

29% 29% 28% 30% 29% 32% 39% 48% 48% 43% 39%

18% 18% 19% 18% 17% 18% 23% 28% 31% 27% 25%
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1. ‘Total Government Expenditure’ is the sum of central fund services, gross voted current 
expenditure and current expenditure from the social insurance fund and the national training 
fund as well as voted capital spending plus non-voted capital issues.

2. Non-Voted expenditure is expenditure paid directly from the Central Fund, predomi-
nantly for debt servicing costs and payments to the EU budget.

3. Gross voted expenditure is the current and capital expenditure of Government Depart-
ments, including both the expenditure financed through the Exchequer and that financed by 
appropriations-in-aid. It includes expenditure from the Social Insurance Fund and the National 
Training Fund. These figures are consistent with Table 1 from the Budgetary and Economic 
Statistics publication. Note that the figure for 2012 is taken from the end-December Exchequer 
Returns.

4. The figures for Social Protection, Health and Education are the Gross expenditure figures 
for each of the years 1992 - 2012.  Social Protection includes payments made from the Social 
Insurance Fund. Education includes payments made from the National Training Fund and for 
consistency Health includes figures for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

All the above data is available from the department of Public Expenditure & Reform’s da-
tabank website http://databank.per.gov.ie/.

5. The population statistics are available from the CSO website at www.CSO.ie

6. These tax figures are available from the Department of Finance’s databank website and 
include Excise Duty, Corporation Tax, Capital Gains Tax, Capital Acquisitions Tax (from 1999), 
Stamps, Income Tax, Value Added Tax, Motor Vehicle Duties (to 1997) and Levies.  Note that 
the figure for 2012 is taken from the end-December Exchequer Returns.

State Bodies Expenditure

16/01/2013WRR01100364. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide, in tabular form, a list of the dividend received from each semi-State company 
from 2006 to 2012; if he will indicate in his reply which companies have not returned a divi-
dend in that time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1913/13]

16/01/2013WRR01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The table be-
low shows a list of commercial state companies and the dividends from each by the year re-
ceived into the Exchequer.

2006€,000 2007€,000 2008€,000 2009€,000 2010€,000 2011€,000 2012€,000
Bord Gáis 9,079 8,361 27,941 38,187 30,251 33,091 23,814
Bord na 
Mona

3,850 8,035 12,249 4,994 3,296 4,115 2,375

ESB 68,770 63,386 123,010 77,869 89,718 73,167 68,840
Coillte 0 0 2,600 0 0 10,000 2,000
Dublin 
Airport 
Authority

0 0 0 19,400 0 0 0

Dublin Port 
Co

0 4,200 5,108 5,300 5,500 16,500 10,200

Port of 
Cork

0 0 0 0 0 634 359
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Aer Lin-
gus1

0 0 0 0 0 0 4,023

Total 81,699 83,982 170,908 145,750 128,765 137,507 111,611

1Government owns 25.4% shareholding

State companies who, for a variety of reasons, have not paid a dividend are shown on the 
table below.

Semi-State Companies not returning a dividend
Railway Procurement
IAA
EirGrid
RTÉ
TG4
VHI
Irish National Stud Company
Bord na gCon
Horse Racing Ireland
NORA
An Post
National Lottery 
Raidió na Gaeltachta
Arramara Teoranta
CIE group (Bus Éireann, Luas, Iarnród Éireann, Bus Átha Cliath)
Harbours and Ports (Galway, Drogheda, Dun Laoghaire, Dundalk, New Ross,  Shannon 
Foynes, Waterford, Wicklow)

16/01/2013WRR01225Semi-State Bodies Dividends

16/01/2013WRR01300365. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a breakdown of the projected dividends he expects to be remitted to the Exche-
quer from semi-State companies in 2013 and further to the budgetary documentation if he will 
indicate where the increased €100 million of dividends will come from; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1914/13]

16/01/2013WRR01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I have budget-
ed for receipts of €204m as Dividends from commercial State companies.  While this represents 
a significant increase in the historically low dividend yield from commercial State companies 
relative to their current asset base, I believe it represents a reasonable expectation on behalf of 
the shareholders. 

My officials are working, in conjunction with NewEra, to finalise details of the increased 
dividends, and it would be premature to give a breakdown at this point.

Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRR01500366. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past 
twelve months and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department 
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in the past twelve months. [57765/12]

16/01/2013WRR01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer to the 
Deputy’s parliamentary question regarding the number of Regulatory Impact Assessments 
(RIA’s) that have been carried out by my Department.

In the past twelve months my Department has completed one Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment on the proposed Regulation of Lobbying Bill.  This RIA is due to be submitted to Govern-
ment shortly together with the General Scheme of the Bill.

Outline screening Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) was completed on the General Scheme 
of the Bills in the case of the Protected Disclosures in the Public Interest Bill and the Freedom 
of Information Bill.  Final RIA’s are being prepared and when drafting of the Bills has been 
completed, both will be submitted to the Government for approval to publish.

  Question No. 367 answered with Question No. 354.

Public Procurement Tenders

16/01/2013WRR01800368. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of contracts and value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) as part of 
Government procurement contracts. [57827/12]

16/01/2013WRR01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy is not recorded centrally in the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform for public contracts.  Contracting authorities are currently only obliged to publish con-
tract award notices on eTenders and the Official Journal of the EU (OJEU) for those contracts 
whose values exceed the EU thresholds.  The current EU threshold for public works contracts 
is above €5 million; and for supplies and services above €130,000/€200,000 (Government De-
partments and Offices/Local and Regional Authorities and public bodies outside the Utilities 
sector).  The majority of public contracts awarded fall below these thresholds and data on the 
companies to which they have been awarded is generally held only by the contracting authority 
concerned.  In some cases contract award notices are published for contracts below these levels, 
although this is not obligatory.

The National Procurement Service who administers the eTenders website www.etenders.ie 
has advised my Department that following a search of the eTenders website that the company, 
which is the subject of the Deputy’s question, was awarded a place on one framework agree-
ment; however a place on a framework does not generally guarantee the award of a contract.  
Details of any awards under the framework to the company would be held by the contracting 
authority concerned.

Question No. 369 answered with Question No. 354.

Departmental Bodies

16/01/2013WRR02100370. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other enti-
ties, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been 
abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have 
been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; 
if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [57883/12]

16/01/2013WRR02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The radical 
streamlining of State Bodies was identified as a key deliverable of the Public Service Reform 
Plan which included 48 rationalisation measures to be implemented by the end of 2012, as well 
as a further 46 critical reviews to take place by the end of June 2012. 

On 31 October 2012, I updated my cabinet colleagues in relation to the agency rationalisa-
tion programme, which included progress on the merger of the Commission on Public Service 
Appointments with the Ombudsman’s Office, which are under the aegis of my Department.  I 
am glad to say that this merger has been completed and is legislated for in the Ombudsman 
Amendment Act.  From the outset I have maintained that the real benefit from the rationali-
sation of State agencies will be a less crowded administrative landscape resulting in greater 
democratic accountability, less duplication of effort and clearer lines of responsibility.  As this 
measure was completed on an administrative basis on 1 October 2010, any potential savings 
from the measure would have been taken into account in the overall consideration of the 2012 
Revised Estimates for the CPSA and the Office of the Ombudsman and was reflected in their 
respective allocations. 

Regarding the further rationalisation measures resulting from the critical review process and 
which are to be implemented in 2013, I refer the Deputy to PQ 51433/12 answered on Wednes-
day 21st November.

Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRR02300371. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the current 
length of time that any Senior Minister needs to be in office in order to qualify for a Ministerial 
pension; and if the same time schedule applies to Junior Ministers. [57903/12]

16/01/2013WRR02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The minimum 
service required to qualify for the minimum Officeholder’s pension is 2 years in a qualifying 
office.  The term ‘qualifying office’ refers to the offices of Taoiseach, Tánaiste, Minister, Min-
ister of State, Attorney General, Ceann Comhairle, Leas Cheann Comhairle, Cathaoirleach, 
Leas-Chathaoirleach, and Leader of the Seanad.  It should be noted that, under the Pensions 
Act 1990 (as amended), the minimum service requirement in all pension schemes to qualify for 
retirement benefits is 2 years.

Public Sector Pensions Expenditure

16/01/2013WRR02500372. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding public sector pensions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [57977/12]

16/01/2013WRR02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy 
will be aware that I replied to a previous question on 18 September 2012 as follows:

“The regular preparation and publication of actuarial assessments of public service pension 
costs is an important part of policy formulation and, in this regard, I believe that work should 
begin as soon as possible on a new actuarial assessment of public service pension costs, taking 
account of the recent significant changes in public service pay, pensions and numbers.  Using 
the analysis in the 2009 Comptroller and Auditor General’s Special Report on Public Service 



Questions - Written Answers

332

Pensions, as a starting point, my Department will shortly discuss the most appropriate approach 
in this regard with that Office.”  My Department is in contact with the Office of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General on how best to progress this important issue.

Rural Social Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRR02700373. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
review of the rural social schemes that he has undertaken; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [58010/12]

16/01/2013WRR02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As part of 
the range of expenditure reforms introduced over the past year, Focused Policy Assessments 
(FPAs) have been introduced as a new format for conducting short, streamlined evaluations of 
particular aspects of public service configuration and delivery.  FPAs are designed to comple-
ment the broader range of evaluation tools available within the public service, including Value-
for-Money & Policy Reviews, and will assist in maintaining the analytical momentum that was 
developed during the course of the 2011 Comprehensive Review of Expenditure.  Part of the 
rationale for FPAs is to stimulate, and to a degree to challenge, thinking within the broader sys-
tem of public administration about current issues in public policy, and as such the findings of 
FPAs are not intended to reflect necessarily my views as Minister or the position of Department 
of Public Expenditure & Reform more generally.  Final decisions in particular policy areas will 
be made by Ministers, weighing all of the various inputs to the decision-making process.

As set out in the recent Expenditure Report 2013, a range of FPAs are currently underway 
within my Department, and one of these relates to the Rural Social Scheme.  This FPA is being 
carried out by the Central Expenditure Evaluation Unit of my Department and I understand that 
it will be finalised over the coming weeks.

This particular FPA is examining a number of core policy evaluation criteria, namely the 
rationale underpinning the Scheme, the continuing relevance of the objectives of the Scheme, 
and to a lesser extent, the effectiveness of the Scheme.  The methodology consists of review of 
programme documentation and previous evaluations, analysis of wider developments in related 
policy spheres and quantitative data analysis.

Energy Usage

16/01/2013WRR02900374. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
energy audits are carried out on public buildings; if so, the frequency of same; the way in which 
inefficiencies are remediated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58041/12]

16/01/2013WRR03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works has been running a very successful staff energy awareness 
campaign in all large State buildings (>1000m2) since 2008.  The programme entitled Opti-
mising Power @ Work has achieved average energy savings of over 19% in 270 participating 
buildings/complexes.  As part of this campaign there are a number of different types of energy 
audits carried out in each building. 

The first audit is a preliminary energy audit.  The purpose of this is to identify any areas of 
energy wastage in the building which can quickly be eliminated without significant investment 
e.g. checking that heating system time schedules are suitable for actual building occupancy, 
identifying unoccupied areas where artificial lighting is left on, etc.  Some of the remedies can 
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be implemented immediately by changing control settings, while others require low-cost capital 
investment e.g. installing automatic controls on lighting.  A priority list of recommendations is 
prepared for each building and these are implemented in order of fastest payback.  Typically a 
preliminary energy audit is carried out every 2 years in each building.

A “Night-time Energy Audit” is also carried out in each building.  This is a detailed survey 
which identifies each component of the night-time energy consumption that is running unnec-
essarily, when the building is unoccupied e.g. office equipment, lighting, air conditioning, etc.  
The results of these audits are presented to staff from the dedicated energy team that has been 
established in each building.  Staff are encouraged to “switch-off” all unnecessary equipment.  
The results are monitored by analysing the corresponding reduction in the night-time energy 
consumption.  The savings are maintained by continually monitoring the consumption to ensure 
that it does not begin to return towards pre-audit levels.

A “Building Management System (BMS) Audit” is also carried out (typically on an annual 
basis) in each building.  The BMS is the system that controls the heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems in the larger buildings.  Each BMS is checked to ensure that the time-
schedules, set points and other control settings are correct and appropriate for the occupancy 
profile in each building.  Where anomalies are identified, these are brought to the attention of 
the energy team and alterations are made.

Comprehensive Energy Audits are carried out on targeted buildings.  These buildings are 
selected on the basis of unsatisfactory annual energy performance when compared to simi-
lar buildings.  Typically there are 25 buildings identified for “Intensive Intervention” at any 
one time in the campaign. As energy performance improves the list is revised and buildings 
are added/removed.  In addition to the “intensive intervention” list, some larger more unusual 
complexes have also benefited from comprehensive energy audits.  Recently these have been 
carried out in the Museum buildings for example Collins Barracks, Kildare St. and Turlough 
Park.  These buildings have very specific requirements to maintain the environmental condi-
tions necessary to preserve the collections.  An in-depth energy audit to ensure that they were 
being operated in the most efficient manner possible was carried out.  The audits identified areas 
for savings and these are currently being implemented.

State Visits

16/01/2013WRR03100375. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent by the Office of Public Works on refurbishment work on Dublin Castle in 2011 in 
preparation for the State visits of President Obama and Queen Elizabeth; if he will specify the 
nature of the works, where they occurred in the Castle, and the amount spent in each area; if any 
of this work had to be redone or changed during the 2012 refurbishment of the printworks; and 
if he will outline the specifics of the refurbishment work carried out in 2012 on the printworks 
conference facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58141/12]

16/01/2013WRR03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The provision of a dedicated media facility in the former ‘Print Works’ area of the 
Stamping building to accommodate the 1,200 accredited media in preparation for these State 
visits in 2011 cost a total of €909,000.

The works consisted of:-

- Improvements to the heating, ventilation and air conditioning in the main ‘Print Works’ 
space on the ground floor and, to the greater extent, in the basement area.  The main cost related 
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to plant and equipment;

- Improvements to the lighting on the ground floor and new lighting in the basement;

- Improvements to emergency and safety services

The new ‘Print Works’ conference centre works consisted of the provision of a new external 
podium and steps to the front, modifying internal spaces to provide foyer, cloakroom and sani-
tary facilities, and refurbishment of the interior of the ‘Print Works’ on the ground floor for use 
as a main conference space.

The existing services on the ground floor were retained with some minor alterations, such 
as the existing lighting was adjusted to make it dimmable for conference purposes.  The heating 
and ventilation system in the main space was improved.  However, the main plant and equip-
ment was retained.  

The recent refurbishment of this ‘Print Works’ to create the required conference facilities for 
the hosting of the EU Presidency did not involve works to the basement area.

Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRR03300376. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide details of the pension scheme in place for current Oireachtas members; the amount of 
contributions deducted from Members salaries for the scheme; the situation in relation to pen-
sion entitlements for former Oireachtas members who may, in the future, be re-elected to Dáil 
Éireann and who have built up pension benefits under the older pension scheme (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1273/13]

16/01/2013WRR03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The original 
pension terms in respect of membership of the Houses of the Oireachtas are derived from the 
Oireachtas (Allowances to Members) Act 1938.  While the terms were amended over the years, 
the most notable amendments took place in 1992 and these form the basis of the pension provi-
sions - known generally as the “New Scheme” - applicable to the majority of current Oireachtas 
Members.  Further amendments to the terms were made for certain ‘new entrant’ Members as 
defined under the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004.  More 
recently, the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 intro-
duced a new Single Public Service Pension Scheme which applies to new Public Servants tak-
ing up appointment on or after 1 January 2013, including Members of the Oireachtas.

The pension terms of the “New Scheme” provide that a former Member who has at least 2 
years’ reckonable service is entitled to a pension and lump sum from age 50 at the earliest (with 
an option to take a reduced pension from an earlier age), except for those who are ‘new entrants’ 
under the 2004 Act to whom pension and lump sum are not payable until age 65 (i.e. those who 
are newly elected since 1 April 2004).  Under the scheme, a contribution rate of 6% of salary 
applies and maximum superannuation benefits accrue after 7,300 days’ (20 years’) service.  A 
person who accrues the maximum 20 years’ service is entitled to a once-off lump of 1.5 times 
annual salary and to a pension of one half of annual salary.

As mentioned above, the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 
2012 introduced a new Single Public Service Pension Scheme which commenced on 1 January 
of this year.  The Single Scheme provides that new Public Servants appointed on or after that 
date, including Members of the Oireachtas, will be members of the Scheme and will have their 
pension benefits based on career average earnings as opposed to the current final salary basis.  
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The Scheme also provides for a new minimum pension age of 66, rising to age 67 in 2021 and 
age 68 in 2028 in line with changes to the age at which the State Pension (Contributory) will 
become payable.  A contribution rate of 13% of salary will apply to Members of the Oireachtas 
who are members of the Single Scheme.

When considering the application of the Single Scheme to Members of the Oireachtas, the 
Government decided to legislate on the basis that the Scheme should apply only to future first-
time Members.  In adopting this position, the Government took account in particular of the 
fact that, unlike most Public Servants, Oireachtas Members do not have security of tenure but 
are subject to the will of the electorate, and recognised that this requirement to be re-elected 
from time to time differentiates Members of the Oireachtas from the general body of Public 
Servants.  In this context, it was decided that a Member who was first elected or appointed to 
the Oireachtas before the commencement date of the Single Scheme (1 January 2013) will not 
be a member of that scheme in respect of any future service as an Oireachtas Member; whereas 
Members who are elected for the first time after 1 January 2013 will be members of the Single 
Scheme and subject to its terms.

This approach is considered reasonable as those who, in future, consider putting themselves 
forward for election to the Oireachtas for the first time will be fully aware of the new Single 
Scheme terms and can take this into account when making their decision.

Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRR03500377. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report 
on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is 
taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1287/13]

16/01/2013WRR03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is responding to the challenge of the jobs crises in Ireland right across the public policy 
spectrum, as encapsulated first in the jobs initiative and now in the Action Plan on Jobs.  The 
aim is to identify those actions each area of Government can take to improve and sustain job 
creation. 

In some areas this involves direct action and job creation, such as through the enterprise 
agencies under the aegis my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, or 
through capital investment in key infrastructure such as transport and school buildings.  In other 
areas, such as in the area of public sector reform, it involves improving procedures, systems 
and service delivery in an overall effort to enhance competitiveness and reduce unnecessary 
bureaucracy. 

As far as the plans for new jobs in 2013 is concerned the Government’s further plans for job 
creation will be set out in the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs which will be published in the coming 
weeks.

Water Levels

16/01/2013WRR03700378. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to open Lough Ree Sluice Gates, to bring about better management of water levels on 
the River Shannon and prevent serious flooding in the parishes along the Shannon in County 
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Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1646/13]

16/01/2013WRR03800379. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will ensure that there is better co-operation and co-ordination between the bodies responsible 
for the maintenance of levels on the Shannon OPW, ESB and Waterways Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1647/13]

16/01/2013WRR03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I propose to take Questions Nos. 378 and 379 together.

The Office of Public Works monitors the position in relation to water levels on the Shannon 
and the on-going progress in respect of the River Shannon Catchment Flood Risk Assessment 
& Management Study (CFRAM).  

Having regard to on-going expressions of concern about the control of water levels on the 
Shannon, Jacobs Engineering was requested by the OPW to prioritise a formal review of the 
operating regulations and procedures of the control structures along the river Shannon with the 
purpose of identifying potential improvements with respect to flood risk management that could 
be introduced in the short term.  This review was carried out in advance of the detailed hydro-
logical analysis and hydraulic modelling which is being addressed within the overall Shannon 
CFRAM Study.  

The Jacobs Report and a non-technical summary of the Report - ‘Understanding Water lev-
els on the River Shannon’ was circulated to all public representatives in the region last autumn 
and to the CFRAM Steering Group upon which the Longford local authority is represented.  In 
addition, a direct briefing on the Report was made by Jacobs Engineering to the Irish Farmers’ 
Association and the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht.

Arising from those consultations, it was agreed, to explore the possibility of carrying out 
a water level monitoring exercise, involving controlled raising and lowering of weir boards at 
selected locations, subject to favourable hydrological conditions.

The Deputy will be aware that operational control of water flows and levels on the Shannon 
is a matter for both the ESB and Waterways Ireland.  In line with the commitment to ensure con-
tinuing co-operation and co-ordination with those bodies, officials of the OPW met with both 
organisations last week to review the position on water levels and to consider the scheduling of 
the aforementioned monitoring exercise having regard to existing water management protocols 
operated by these two bodies for the major storage areas in the Shannon system.  It has been 
agreed to involve the expertise of Jacobs Engineering in order to advance the water monitoring 
proposal.

Question No. 380 answered with Question No. 361.

State Bodies Expenditure

16/01/2013WRR04100381. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1910/13]

16/01/2013WRR04200382. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2041/13]
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16/01/2013WRR04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 381 and 382 together.

The following is a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded 
by offices and agencies under the remit of my Department in 2012:

Economic and Social Research Institute 
(Grant-in-Aid) 

2,700,000

Institute of Public Administration (Grant-in-
Aid) 

2,750,000

For further information on bodies, other than statutory bodies, I would refer the Deputy to 
the Revised Estimates Volume 2012 which was circulated on 23rd February, 2012.

No Body under my remit was fully funded.

Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRR04400383. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past 
twelve months and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department 
in the past twelve months. [57763/12]

16/01/2013WRR04500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
is the information requested by the Deputy.

RIA Undertaken on (Name of Bill/Act/
Regulations) 2012

Details of Regulatory Impact Assessment

Protection of Employees (Temporary 
Agency Work) Act 2012

RIA undertaken to assess the possible 
impact of the transposition of Directive 
2008/104/EC of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 19 November, 2008 
on temporary agency work.

Employment Permits Bill 2012 A RIA was prepared and submitted to Gov-
ernment in April 2012 on the options for 
a regulatory proposal to provide for more 
flexibility and targeted instruments in sup-
port of the economy’s skills needs.
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Workplace Relations Bill 2012 A RIA was undertaken to explore the vari-
ous policy options regarding the introduc-
tion of legislation to consolidate the existing 
employment and equality dispute resolution 
and compliance and enforcement bodies 
(RIA published in July 2012). The General 
Scheme of the Workplace Relations Bill 
outlines proposals which will deliver a root-
and-branch reform of the State’s existing 
employment rights and industrial relations 
structures.  The current complex structure 
involving five bodies will be replaced with a 
rationalised two-tier system compromising 
two bodies (the Workplace Relations Com-
mission and the Labour Court), supported 
by a single shared-services administration.

Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Par-
liament and of the Council of 16 February 
2011 on combating late payment in com-
mercial transactions (Recast).  

This RIA was prepared by DJEI in August, 
2012.  The purpose of the Recast Directive 
is to combat late payment in commercial 
transactions, in order to ensure the proper 
functioning of the internal market, thereby 
fostering the competitiveness of undertak-
ings and, in particular, of SMEs. Previ-
ously the rules on late payments were under 
Directive 2000/35 and this new legislation 
repeals and modernises these old rules.This 
Directive lays down the specific deadlines 
for the payment of invoices and establishes 
a right to compensation in the event of late 
payment in all commercial transactions, 
whether they relate to transactions between 
private or public undertakings, or between 
undertakings and public authorities.This Di-
rective came into force on 15 March 2011. 
Member States must transpose this Direc-
tive by 16 March 2013.
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Microenterprise Loan Fund Bill 2012.  This RIA was prepared by DJEI in April, 
2012.  The objective of this legislation is to 
establish a Microenterprise Loan Fund and 
to provide for Social Finance Foundation 
to manage and control the Microenterprise 
Loan Fund on behalf of the Minister for 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. It empow-
ers the Minister to pay monies provided by 
the Oireachtas into the fund and to accept 
gifts of moneys for allocation to the Fund. 
The objective of the fund is to provide loans 
to start-up, newly established, or growing 
microenterprises, thereby facilitating job 
creation and retention across the economy 
in allmicroenterprises with commercially 
viable proposals that do not meet the con-
ventionalrisk criteria applied by banks.The 
Microenterprise Loan Fund is not intended 
to replace any current bank.
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Credit Guarantee Bill 2012 This RIA was carried out in October, 2011.  
The ultimate objective of this regulatory 
proposal is to empower the Minister for 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to establish 
a targeted Temporary Partial Credit Guar-
antee Scheme.The legislation will empower 
the Minister to give a loan guarantee, desig-
nate a lending institution as a participating 
lending institution, set eligibility criteria 
for borrowers in such lending institutions, 
set loan conditions, set out requirements in 
respect of liability of the Minister regarding 
payment ofguarantees, to require adequate 
monitoring arrangements and evaluation, to 
review and revoke the scheme and to assign 
a contractor to oversee the operation of the 
Scheme.The objective of the Scheme is 
to provide a Government guarantee to the 
lender of 75 per centon eligible individual 
loans to viable businesses, which is paid to 
the lender on the unrecovered outstanding 
balance on a loan in the event of an SME 
defaulting on the loan repayments. The 
purpose of the scheme is to encourage addi-
tional lending to SMEs, not to substitute for 
conventional lending. It is not a grant, nor is 
it support for ailing businesses. The Scheme 
is intended to address specific market 
failures that prevent bank lending to some 
commercially viable businesses by provid-
ing a level of guarantee to banks against 
losses on qualifying loans to job-creating 
firms. All decision making at the level of the 
individual loan will be fully devolved to the 
participating lenders.

Review of the Patents Act 1992 The aim of this RIA is to examine the cur-
rent legislative framework for patents in 
Ireland, in order to establish the key issues 
for deliberation, with a view to bringing 
proposals for legislative changes to Govern-
ment for approval in due course. This RIA 
was published in March 2012.
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Review of the research exemption provision 
in Section 42(g) of the Patents Act 1992 

The aim of this RIA is to consider whether 
Ireland should broaden the scope of the 
“Bolar” type exemption provision as set 
down in Section 42 (g) of the Patents Act 
1992.  The “Bolar” type exemption was 
implemented into Irish law by means of the 
European Communities (Limitation of Ef-
fect of Patent) Regulations 2006 (Statutory 
Instrument No. 50 of 2006) which inserted 
a new Section 42(g) into the Patents Act 
1992, on foot of an exemption provision in 
Article 6 of EU Directive 2004/27/EC. The 
RIA was completed in December 2012, and 
is awaiting publication.

Draft Industrial Development (Micro Enter-
prise and Small Business) Bill 

The RIA was undertaken to consider options 
on how best to implement the Government 
Decision of 16 April 2012 regarding the re-
structuring of the existing micro enterprise 
support structures with a view to creating an 
enhanced national micro enterprise support 
model to be delivered through Local Enter-
prise Offices.The RIA concluded that the 
proposed Bill is the appropriate way to give 
legal certainty to the Government Decision.

Companies Bill 2012 A RIA was published with the Company 
Law Review Group’s General Scheme of 
the Companies Consolidation and Reform 
Bill in 2007.  An updated version of that 
RIA was published on the Department’s 
website following publication of the Com-
panies Bill 2012.

16/01/2013WRS00100Industrial Development

16/01/2013WRS00200384. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of industrial units and warehouses that are vacant in a town (details 
supplied) in County Offaly that are the responsibility of the Industrial Development Agency, 
Enterprise Ireland or Shannon Development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57771/12]

16/01/2013WRS00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland that they do not own any industrial units or warehouses 
in Birr Co. Offaly.

Shannon Development own 6 Industrial Units in Birr, Co. Offaly, all of which are vacant.

As Ireland competes for high quality investments, the concept of scale is crucial. Leading 
global corporations require a significant population, a pool of qualified talent, world standard 
physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated professional 
and business support services. Against this backdrop, IDA Ireland has informed me that it pri-
oritises the marketing of Gateway locations within each Region as the areas of critical mass.  In 
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this region, IDA concentrates on the linked gateway of Athlone/Tullamore/ Mullingar.  At pres-
ent there are 44 IDA client companies employing over 5,000 people in the Midlands Region. 
IDA Ireland has formed strong relationships with these companies, working closely with them 
in order to ensure their long term sustainability and to encourage their growth, development, 
broadening of their mandate and continuing re-investment in their sites. With the improved 
infrastructure that is now in place, a project win in one Midlands location has a positive impact 
on the other surrounding areas due to the close proximity of all main locations. 

In 2012 Enterprise Ireland paid €1.3m to its client companies in Longford for job creation 
and retention and business development purposes.  On 31 October last my colleague, Mr John 
Perry, T.D, Minister for Small Business, launched the new Enterprise Ireland €200,000 Com-
petitive Feasibility Fund aimed at stimulating start-ups and creating jobs and growth in the 
Midlands Region (Counties Laois, Longford, Offaly and Westmeath).

16/01/2013WRS00400Departmental Agencies Issues

16/01/2013WRS00500385. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other enti-
ties, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been 
abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have 
been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; 
if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [57881/12]

16/01/2013WRS00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment currently has the following State Agencies supporting us in our work: 

1. Enterprise Ireland
2. IDA Ireland 
3. Science Foundation Ireland
4. Shannon Development
5. County and City Enterprise Boards (35)
6. National Standards Authority of Ireland
7. Forfás 
8. National Consumer Agency
9. The Competition Authority
10. Irish Auditing and Accounting Standards 

Authority
11. Personal Injuries Assessment Board
12. The Health and Safety Authority
In addition, the 7 offices under the aegis of my Department are:-

1. Companies Registration Office
2. Employment Appeals Tribunal
3. Labour Court
4. Labour Relations Commission
5. National Employment Rights Authority
6. Office of the Director of Corporate Enforce-

ment
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7. The Equality Tribunal (responsibility for the 
Equality Tribunal transferred to the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation with ef-
fect from 1 January, 2013)

There is a substantial programme of reform underway within my Department.  The bodies 
under the remit of my Department that are scheduled to be rationalised, merged or abolished 
are set out under the Government’s Agency Rationalisation Programme. The first three reforms 
listed below are on the A list of the legislation programme for this term as follows:

- Merge the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority into one single en-
tity

- Dissolve the 35 CEB’s and restructure small business supports through collaboration with 
EI and the local authorities

- Consolidate the five workplace relations bodies into   two.

Plans are at an advanced stage to:

- Transfer relevant enterprise functions from Shannon Development to IDA, EI and Bord 
Fáilte and merge Shannon Development with Shannon Airport Authority

- Integrate Forfás into the Department

- Absorb the Secretariat to the National Competitiveness Council into the Department.

Name of Body Current Status and Future Plans Staff reductions and Savings realised since 
changes made/March 2011

County and City Enterprise Boards (35) The Government has approved the restruc-
turing of the enterprise support model for 
the micro and small business sectors. This 
restructuring will include the dissolution 
of the County and City Enterprise Boards 
(CEBs), the transfer of their functions, 
assets and liabilities to Enterprise Ireland 
(EI) and the development of a new Small 
and Micro Business Division within 
Enterprise Ireland (EI) as a centre of excel-
lence in the provision of supports to the 
small and micro enterprise sectors, and the 
establishment of Local Enterprise Offices 
(LEOs) to provide a “first-stop-shop” for 
small businesses within Local Authorities.  
The Government approved the drafting 
of the legislation necessary to dissolve 
the CEBs and transfer their functions to 
Enterprise Ireland and it is expected that 
enabling legislation will be passed before 
the summer recess.

It is to be expected that over time there 
will be savings resulting from the removal 
of costs associated with the individual 
company status of each CEB, use of shared 
services, reduced rental costs associ-
ated with the relocation of some offices 
etc. However initial direct savings will 
be modest as it could take some years to 
realise these savings due to existing leasing 
arrangements etc.

Competition Authority andNational Con-
sumer Agency

The legislation to give effect to the merger 
of the Competition Authority and the 
National Consumer Agency is currently on 
the A list of the Government’s legislative 
programme. It is hoped that the legislation 
will be published in Q1 2013.

Initial set-up costs will be incurred.No 
savings in whole-time equivalent (WTE) 
numbers
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Name of Body Current Status and Future Plans Staff reductions and Savings realised since 
changes made/March 2011

Labour CourtNational Employment Rights 
AuthorityLabour Relations Commis-
sionEmployment Appeals TribunalEquality 
Tribunal

The process of establishing a new two-tier 
workplace relations structure has com-
menced.  A significant amount of work has 
been completed on the preparation of the 
Workplace Relations Bill which will give 
statutory effect to the reform proposals. 
The General Scheme of the Workplace 
Relations Bill has been approved by Gov-
ernment for priority drafting.  Engagement 
is on-going with the Attorney General’s 
Office and publication is expected at an 
early stage this year. This would enable 
the proposed new structures to be put in 
place by early 2013 with the result that 
two statutorily independent bodies will 
replace the current five. There will be a 
new single body of first instance to be 
called the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion and a separate appeals body, which 
will effectively be an expanded Labour 
Court.Significant progress has been 
made to date.  In the last year two public 
consultation processes were completed, 
two policy documents were published, a 
new single contact portal has replaced the 
five separate entry points; there are now 
no backlogs for Rights Commissioner 
hearings; a Single Complaint Form has 
replaced the 30 forms previously in use; a 
new workplace relations interim website is 
in place, a pilot Early Resolution Service is 
now seeking to resolve disputes at an early 
stage without the need for adjudication; 
responsibility for the Equality Tribunal 
(but not including the policy functions 
of the Minister for Justice and Equality 
concerning equality) was transferred from 
the Minister for Justice and Equality to the 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion with effect from 1 January, 2013 as 
part of the on-going reform of the State’s 
employment rights and industrial relations 
structures.  Pending the enactment of the 
legislation, the reforms will be progressed 
with further enhancements for users of the 
services on an administrative basis in the 
coming months.

The annual cost of the Workplace Relations 
Services amounted to some €20m in 2010. 
It is expected that significant savings, in 
terms of both reductions in staff numbers 
and increased efficiency and productivity, 
will be generated by the end of 2013 by 
which time the majority of the Workplace 
Relations Reform Programme will have 
been implemented. Work has commenced 
on identifying and capturing on-going pay 
and non-pay savings.

Forfás An Implementation Group, comprising 
senior management from the Department, 
Forfás, and the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, is overseeing the 
integration project and meets on a regular 
basis.  An Executive style Board has also 
been put in place in Forfás to oversee the 
transfer of the agency’s functions and 
responsibilities.Good progress is being 
made in identifying and resolving issues 
that need to be addressed.  Completion of 
the project will require the enactment of 
legislation to transfer Forfás’s functions. 

The integration of Forfás into the Depart-
ment will improve efficiencies/synergies 
between the Department and Forfás.It is 
envisaged that savings will arise when the 
integration process is complete, especially 
in the Corporate Services Area.

Expert Group on Future Skills Needs 
(EGFSN).EGFSN Members are appointed 
by the Minister for Education and Skills 
in consultation with the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation.

A Service Level Agreement will be drawn 
up between DES and DJEI to agree a 
schedule of work to meet DES require-
ments.

National Competitiveness Council (NCC) The NCC is to be maintained, with a 
refreshed mandate and some changes 
in membership.Secretariat services will 
continue to be provided by Forfás/Depart-
mental staff following the integration of 
Forfás into DJEI.  

There is no direct funding allocated to 
NCC.  The Secretariat to the NCC is 
currently provided by Forfás, and will be 
absorbed into the Department as part of the 
integration of Forfás.



16 January 2013

345

Name of Body Current Status and Future Plans Staff reductions and Savings realised since 
changes made/March 2011

Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
(CSA) to the Government

The Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
was included in the bodies due for critical 
review under the Public Sector Reform ini-
tiative. Following a Government decision 
on 11 October 2012 to abolish the separate 
Office of the CSA, the Director General of 
Science Foundation Ireland has taken on 
the role of Chief Scientific Adviser to the 
Government in addition to his existing role.  

The 2012 budget allocation for the Office 
of the CSA was €95k (this reflects 8/12 of 
the annual allocation as the CSA contract 
ceased in August 2012). 

Advisory Council for Science, Technology 
and Innovation (ACSTI)

ACSTI is to be maintained, with a 
refreshed mandate and some changes in 
membership.  Secretariat services will 
continue to be provided by Forfás/Depart-
mental staff following the integration of 
Forfás into DJEI.

The Secretariat to the ACSTI is currently 
provided by Forfás, and will be absorbed 
into the Department as part of the integra-
tion of Forfás.

Shannon Development On 27 November 2012, the Government 
confirmed its decision in principle of 8 
May 2012 to separate Shannon Airport 
(SA) from the Dublin Airport Authority 
(DAA) and bring it together with Shannon 
Development to form a new entity with a 
commercial mandate in public ownership.  
In accordance with the Government deci-
sion, Shannon Development’s enterprise 
functions are to transfer to Enterprise 
Ireland and IDA Ireland in 2013 while its 
tourism functions will transfer to Fáilte 
Ireland. The Steering Group, which had 
been established in 2012 to oversee full 
implementation of the Government’s deci-
sion in relation to the establishment of the 
new entity, has been reconstituted.

This is a restructuring and merger of Shan-
non Development and Shannon Airport.  
As Shannon Development is self-financing 
there will be no cost saving in 2013. 
There will be, however, an elimination of 
duplication of roles between Shannon De-
velopment, Enterprise Agencies and Fáilte 
Ireland in the region.

Companies Registration OfficeandOffice of 
the Registrar of Friendly Societies

These offices are ‘de facto’ merged, operat-
ing under a common budget and with the 
same individual designated as Registrar 
of Companies and Registrar of Friendly 
Societies.  There are no plans to pursue a 
legislative amendment at this point in time.

No new savings since March 2011.  Sav-
ings prior to this date were realised due to 
the common administrative base.

16/01/2013WRS00700EU Directives

16/01/2013WRS00800386. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if a dero-
gation from the working time directive 48 hours is in place, on what specific grounds is that 
derogation in place and when will such derogation from the working time directive expire.  
[57902/12]

16/01/2013WRS00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation  (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Organisa-
tion of Working Time Act 1997, which transposed the EU Working Time Directive, provides 
that an employee shall not work more than an average of 48 hours a week, averaged generally 
over 4 months.  For employees whose work is subject to seasonality or a foreseeable surge in 
activity, or where employees are directly involved in ensuring continuity of service or pro-
duction, the averaging period is 6 months.  The averaging period can be extended to up to 12 
months for employees who have entered into a collective agreement providing for such a refer-
ence period, and provided the collective agreement is approved by the Labour Court.

The intention of a derogation is to retain the principles set out in a directive, while allowing 
flexibility in their application.  The Working Time Directive provides for three derogations from 
the 48-hour average working week. 

The 48-hour working week came into effect, generally, on 1 March 1998.  However, in or-
der to provide time for adjustment for those who had been working longer hours prior to that, 
the Fifth Schedule to the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997 provided for a transitional 
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arrangement (which expired in February 2000) in relation to average weekly working hours for 
the two years following the commencement of the Act.  This arrangement provided that, in the 
first year following commencement of the Act, an employee could work up to an average of 60 
hours a week, and in the second year an employee could work up to an average of 55 hours a 
week.  Certain conditions were attached to this transitional arrangement which provided that the 
written consent of the employee was required to agree to work these transitional hours.   Also, 
any such agreement had to be approved by the Labour Court.  This transitional arrangement 
derived from a limited application of Article 18(1)(b)(i) of the original Working Time Directive 
(now Article 22(1) of the consolidated Directive, i.e. Directive 2003/88/EC) which provided 
that an employee could voluntarily work longer than 48 hours per week.  Unlike national law, 
the Directive did not set an expiry date for this derogation.   

The Directive also provides for other limited circumstances where the maximum average 
weekly working time of 48 hours may be derogated from.  These circumstances include where 
an individual controls their own working hours or where an individual is a family employee 
working on a farm or in a private house.  These provisions were transposed by Section 3(2)(b) 
and Section 3(2)(c) of the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997.  There is no expiry provi-
sion for these particular derogations.

Also, with regard to Doctors-in-training, amendments to the original Working Time Direc-
tive provided for a derogation which would phase-in the maximum 48-hour average working 
week over a transitional period of five years from 1 August 2004.  This provision was trans-
posed into Irish legislation by Regulations promulgated by the Minister for Health by way of 
Statutory Instrument No. 494 of 2004 - the European Communities (Organisation of Working 
Time) (Activities of Doctors in Training) Regulations 2004   (as amended).  These Regulations 
implemented a phased reduction from an average of 58 weekly working hours during the period 
1 August 2004 to 31 July 2007, to 56 hours during the period 1 August 2007 to 31 July 2009, 
and to an average of 48 hours from 1 August 2009 onwards.

16/01/2013WRS01000Job Initiatives

16/01/2013WRS01100387. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if any 
initiatives or actions are planned to help revitalise the economy of County Kerry in 2013 and if 
he will detail such measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57953/12]

16/01/2013WRS01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment is addressing economic activity through the twin strategies of the Action Plan for Jobs and 
Pathways to Work.  The aim of the Action Plan for Jobs is to support the creation of 100,000 net 
new jobs by 2016, while the objective of Pathways to Work is to ensure that as many of those 
jobs as possible go to those who are currently unemployed.  The Plan is a whole of Government 
plan with a national focus across all regions.

The Enterprise Development agencies are at the forefront of implementing the Action Plan 
for Jobs across all regions and continue to ensure that enterprises can maximise their contribu-
tion to economic recovery and jobs growth.  In this regard, significant interactions by these 
Agencies, with companies in Co. Kerry, are being maintained on an ongoing basis.  

Despite a very difficult domestic and external economic environment, we are beginning to 
see the positive impact of the Government’s policies.  2012 saw significant net job creation by 
EI and IDA-supported companies, building on the positive results of 2011 and following suc-
cessive years of significant net job losses.  
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Under the Programme for Government and the Action Plan for Jobs, my Department has 
successfully delivered on national actions, such as the establishment of the Microfinance Loan 
Fund and the Credit Guarantee Scheme, both of which will increase access to finance for enter-
prises and entrepreneurs throughout the country, including those in Co. Kerry.

Ensuring that more micro and small businesses can start up, expand and export is a key pil-
lar of the Government’s plans for jobs and growth.  On 21 November 2012, I announced that 
primary legislation will be drafted to dissolve the existing County and City Enterprise Boards 
and create an enhanced national micro-enterprise support model, delivered through Local En-
terprise Offices to be established in each Local Authority area. Pending the introduction of these 
arrangements, Kerry County Enterprise Board (CEB) continues to engage and work with exist-
ing and potential businesses on an ongoing basis.  Already in 2013, local businesses are availing 
of the CEB Programmes on offer. 

I am currently preparing the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs on behalf of the Government, and in 
that context, am exploring further measures which can be taken to transform our economy and 
support job creation.

16/01/2013WRS01300Employment Rights Issues

16/01/2013WRS01400388. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if Home 
and Community Care Ireland have been in touch with him concerning the issue of the status of 
live-in carer’s under the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 and the Working Time Act 1997 
and the policing of that legislation by the National Employment Rights Authority; and the ac-
tion he proposes to take to resolve this issue.  [58124/12]

16/01/2013WRS01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation  (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm 
that I have received representations from Home and Community Care Ireland and that officials 
from my Department have agreed to meet with their representatives to discuss the issue further.

16/01/2013WRS01600Job Losses

16/01/2013WRS01700389. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs lost in the Industrial Development Agency supported companies for each year 
from and including 2007 to 2011.  [58147/12]

16/01/2013WRS01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on the jobs created and lost in the companies supported 
by the enterprise development agencies.  Details of the number of jobs lost in client companies 
of IDA Ireland in the 5 year period 2007 to 2011 are set out in the following tabular statement.  

I am glad to say that figures for 2012 show that job losses in IDA client companies continue 
to decline with 6,152 jobs being lost during 2012.  This figure represents a decrease of over 60% 
on the figures for 2009.

Table showing the number of jobs lost in IDA Ireland Client Companies 

in each of the years 2007 to 2011
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Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
IDA client 
companies 
job losses

9,631 10,154 17,911 9,635 6,950

16/01/2013WRS01900EU Funding

16/01/2013WRS02000390. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if 
he is investigating the use of the Common Strategic Framework Funds that is the European 
Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund in 
developing co-investment funds specifically targeting angel investors, as is being promoted by 
the European Commission and European Investment Bank.  [58161/12]

16/01/2013WRS02100391. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he 
is considering developing co-investment funds, as in the UK and other countries, to address the 
seed/early stage financing gap and help develop the angel investment market. [58162/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation  (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 390 and 391 together.

I am aware of the co-investment funds that are being launched by the European Investment 
Bank (EIB) through the European Investment Fund (EIF) and are also being promoted by the 
European Commission. These funds are specifically targeted at further leveraging the invest-
ments of business angels into SMEs. The EIF launched a pilot of this Scheme in Germany and 
has recently launched an initiative in Spain. Enterprise Ireland and the Department of Finance 
have met with the relevant EIF executives in November to specifically discuss this initiative 
and my officials and Enterprise Ireland are in the process of assessing the feasibility of working 
with the EIF to leverage the European Angels Fund in the Irish market. 

Enterprise Ireland and IntertradeIreland fund the HALO business angel partnership pro-
gramme that is mandated to match business angels to appropriate projects which they would 
be interested in. HALO also works to develop business angel syndicates. Considerable effort 
has been put into addressing the seed and early stage funding gap indirectly through commit-
ments to venture capital funds and directly through Enterprise Ireland’s investment in 150 early 
stage Competitive Start Fund and High Potential Start-Up companies in 2012. A similar level 
of activity is forecast for 2013.    My officials have monitored the development of the UK Gov-
ernment’s Angel co-investment funds. While the policy has not been replicated in totality the 
establishment of the four seed funds under the Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 2007-2012 has 
resulted in the Seed Funds acting as co-investment partners in deals involving business angels 
achieving similar objectives. As previously noted my officials are actively looking at the feasi-
bility of working with the EIF and their Angel Fund programme. 

16/01/2013WRS02300Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRS02400392. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of Shannon Development’s and of Shannon Airport’s respective pension liabilities and 
whether or not same will be transferring to the new company; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [1008/13]

16/01/2013WRS02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
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ment decided in November to proceed with the separation of Shannon Airport from the Dublin 
Airport Authority (DAA) and to merge it with a restructured Shannon Development to form a 
new commercial entity in public ownership. Following from this decision, an Order was made 
last month by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport which separated Shannon Airport 
from the Dublin Airport Authority and put Shannon Airport in the ownership of the Shannon 
Airport Authority, pending the creation of the new company. 

In accordance with the Government decision, my Department will be working closely with 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to oversee transitional arrangements in both 
Shannon Development and the Shannon Airport Authority and to ensure the full implementa-
tion of the Government decision in relation to the establishment of the new company and the 
transfer of the assets and staff of Shannon Development to the new company in accordance with 
that decision. 

As the Deputy will be aware pension liabilities are difficult to estimate precisely as it is not 
always clear when staff members will retire.  However, it may be helpful to the Deputy to note 
that Shannon Development pension payments in 2012 were as follows:

Pension at Retirement: €2,540,950 (excluding admin costs of €54,000).

Retirement Gratuities: €839,000 

Post Retirement Pension Increases: €894,993 

Supplementary Pension: €198,036 

Following the enactment of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 
2009, the costs of retirement pensions and retirement gratuities are borne by the Exchequer. 
However, as Post Retirement Pension increases and Supplementary Pensions costs are currently 
funded by Shannon Development, the issue of funding for the future payment of these costs is 
currently being addressed in discussions between my Department and the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  

In relation to the Shannon Airport Authority, I am informed by the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport that pension arrangements in the commercial State sector are a matter for the 
members and participating companies in any pension scheme and for the relevant Trustees. The 
State airports, including Shannon Airport, operate to a commercial mandate under the aegis of 
the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

16/01/2013WRS02600Emigration Data

16/01/2013WRS02700393. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding emigration; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1263/13]

16/01/2013WRS02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Both inward 
and outward migration have been a feature of Ireland’s labour force for many years and they 
will continue to be a feature of a modern globalised economy where mobile workers follow 
job opportunities.  The latest official figures from the Central Statistics Office (CSO) show that 
an estimated 87,100 people of all nationalities left the country in the year to April 2012.  Irish 
nationals accounted for 53 per cent of the total, or 46,500 people.  However, the CSO statistics 
also indicate that 52,700 came to Ireland in the same period, including 20,600 Irish people re-
turning to the country.  
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The Government inherited a situation where over 300,000 jobs had been lost in the three 
years prior to March 2011, our banking system had all but collapsed, and we were in the middle 
of a world-wide economic downturn.  Previous Governments had become too dependent on a 
small number of sectors to support economic performance – an approach that was neither wise 
nor sustainable. 

This Government has set about transforming the economy, firstly by making fiscal con-
solidation more job friendly, including through tax changes, asset sales and the creation of a 
stimulus package.  Also by setting clear targets for SME lending by the Banks as well as the 
introduction of a Microfinance Fund and a state backed Loan Guarantee Scheme.  We have 
introduced the annual Action Plan for Jobs process to support employment creation by the en-
terprise sector, based on innovation, entrepreneurship and exporting.  We have also developed 
the Pathways to Work initiative to transform our engagement with those who are unemployed, 
including young unemployed people.

Despite a very difficult domestic and external economic environment, we are beginning to 
see the positive impact of the Government’s policies.  2012 saw significant net job creation by 
EI and IDA-supported companies, building on the positive results of 2011 and following suc-
cessive years of significant net job losses.

Even with continued job losses in more traditional sectors such as Construction, and Finan-
cial, Insurance and Administrative activities, we have seen an increase in employment in sec-
tors targeted by the Action Plan for Jobs, for example Tourism Agri-food, ICT and Digital Gam-
ing. These developments demonstrate the transformation which is taking place in the economy 
which had become too dependent on the Construction sector and domestic demand to support 
economic growth. 

By continuing the process of transforming our economy step by step through the Action 
Plan for Jobs, we aim to provide opportunities for those who wish to continue to live and work 
in Ireland. 

16/01/2013WRS02900Job Initiatives

16/01/2013WRS03000394. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report 
on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is 
taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1285/13]

16/01/2013WRS03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action 
Plan for Jobs contains over 270 individual actions to be delivered in 2012, spanning all Govern-
ment Departments and 36 State agencies. The 270 actions are further broken down into Quar-
terly milestones.  My Department and the Enterprise Development Agencies under my remit are 
responsible for the delivery of approximately 2/3 of the individual milestones. Progress Reports 
on the delivery of all of the milestones are published at the end of each Quarter.  Details of all 
actions delivered to the end of the third Quarter of the year are available in these Progress Re-
ports on my Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie.

The third Progress Report on the Action Plan for Jobs was published on 17th October 2012.  
It indicated that 218 (96%) of the 227 milestones to be achieved in the first three Quarters of 
2012 have been delivered to date, with nine actions outstanding.  Three of these directly involve 
my Department.  They relate to legislative measures covering:
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- the extension of SFI’s remit to allow the agency to fund applied research, 

- the proposed new structure for the employment rights institutions, and 

- the publication of the Consolidated Companies Bill.     

These pieces of legislation have been delayed for a number of reasons, including the de-
tailed and complex nature of the legislation in question, the demand on resources in the Office 
of the Parliamentary Counsel, and the availability of time for legislative business in the Houses 
of the Oireachtas.  I have, however, published the Consolidated Companies Bill on 21st Decem-
ber last, and every effort is being made to ensure that the remaining legislation is progressed as 
quickly as possible.

The fourth Progress Report on the Action Plan for Jobs 2012 is due to be published shortly. 

Some significant objectives have been realised, including the establishment of a Micro-
finance Fund for small business, the introduction of a Partial Credit Guarantee scheme, new 
supports for first time exporters, the launch of a new Women-In-Business programme, the sim-
plification and extension of the Employer’s PRSI Exemption scheme, the launch of a National 
Broadband Plan, the piloting of a Health Innovation Hub, and work being undertaken to devel-
op sectors such as Cloud Computing, Digital Games, Manufacturing, and the Green Economy.

In spite of a very difficult domestic and external economic environment, we are beginning 
to see the positive impact of the Government’s policies.  2012 saw significant net job creation 
by EI and IDA-supported companies, building on the positive results of 2011 and following 
successive years of significant net job losses.

The full impact of the measures being taken under the Action Plan for Jobs will become ap-
parent over time, but we are already seeing encouraging progress.  I am currently coordinating 
the preparation of the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs on behalf of the Government.  The 2013 Plan 
will build on the progress made last year and will set out a number of new initiatives to support 
job creation.  The 2013 Action Plan will be published in the coming weeks.

16/01/2013WRS03200Regional Aid

16/01/2013WRS03300395. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of applications per county in tabular form that have been received for micro-finance 
funding in 2012 and the number of successful and unsuccessful applicants per county. [1335/13]

16/01/2013WRS03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Microfinance 
Ireland (MFI) opened for business on Monday 1st October 2012.  The table below provides de-
tails of applications received by MFI per county for the first three months of operation and the 
status of each application.  Loans of up to €25,000 are available to microenterprises with viable 
business plans and repayment capacity that have been refused access to credit from the banks.  
MFI is conscious of the need to promote the availability of its funds to small and medium sized 
enterprises and will be embarking on a media campaign to raise awareness of the Scheme 
across the country. My officials will be meeting MFI to discuss the publication of regular formal 
reporting shortly. It is envisaged that these reports will be available on the MFI website www.
microfinanceireland.ie  .  

Applications as of 31st   December 2012
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County Received Approved Declined Work in 
Progress

Withdrawn

Dublin 15 4 2 7 2
Limerick 10 1 3 6 0
Cork 6 2 1 3 0
Tipperary 5 1 2 2 0
Wexford 4 0 2 1 1
Mayo 4 2 1 1 0
Meath 3 0 2 1 0
Kerry 2 1 0 1 0
Wicklow 2 0 0 2 0
Louth 2 0 0 2 0
Waterford 1 0 0 1 0
Clare 1 0 1 0 0
Cavan 1 1 0 0 0
Kildare 1 0 0 0 1
Laois 1 0 0 1 0
Roscommon 1 0 0 1 0
Total 59 12 14 29 4

16/01/2013WRS03500Industrial Development

16/01/2013WRS03600396. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will outline in tabular form the number of prospective client visits by the Industrial Develop-
ment Agency to each county in the country and in the case of Dublin to each local authority 
area in 2011 and in 2012; the number of IDA supported jobs in each county and in the case of 
Dublin in each local authority area in 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1351/13]

16/01/2013WRS03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that are supported by 
the industrial development agencies.  Data is compiled on a county by county basis.  Similarly 
IDA sponsored site visits to locations countrywide are tracked on a county by county basis

Details of the number of IDA supported jobs and site visits by potential investors to loca-
tions in Ireland on a county by county basis in each of the years 2011 and 2012 is set out in the 
following tabular statement.

The IDA end of year results which were published earlier this month show that 2012 was 
one of the best years for foreign direct investment in recent times with a net job creation figure 
of 6,570 the highest in a decade.   

Table showing the number of jobs in IDA Ireland client companies on a county by county 
basis for 2011 and 2012

County 2011 2012
Carlow 514 645
Cavan 1104 1065
Clare 1,313 1,351
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County 2011 2012
Cork 25,086 26,257
Donegal 2,106 2,228
Dublin 27,083 60,793
Galway 12,200 12,896
Kerry 1,497 1,603
Kildare 10,393 10,176
Kilkenny 447 580
Laois 108 84
Leitrim 903 714
Limerick 6,503 6,996
Longford 658 689
Louth 1,453 1,798
Mayo 3,514 3,534
Meath 1,270 1,204
Monaghan 352 348
Offaly 847 901
Roscommon 938 1,002
Sligo 2,309 2,257
Tipp North 301 294
Tipp South 3,395 3,393
Waterford 5,196 5,030
Westmeath 2,156 2,444
Wexford 2,328 2,236
Wicklow 2,241 2,267
Table of IDA sponsored Site Visits on a County by County Basis for 2011 and 2012

County 2011 2012
Carlow 2 4
Cavan 0 3
Clare 15 14
Cork 27 38
Donegal 2 1
Dublin 150 196
Galway 35 18
Kerry 2 1
Kildare 3 1
Kilkenny 0 3
Laois 2 0
Leitrim 0 0
Limerick 40 30
Longford 0 0
Louth 26 12
Mayo 0 1
Meath 2 0
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County 2011 2012
Monaghan 1 0
Offaly 1 3
Roscommon 0 0
Sligo 3 6
Tipperary 1 5
Waterford 11 26
Westmeath 15 7
Wexford 0 3
Wicklow 3 6
  The following revised reply was received on 24 January 2013.

The correct figure for the number of jobs in IDA client companies in Dublin in 2011 is 
57,083.

16/01/2013WRS03800Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

16/01/2013WRS03900397. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will support increased credit available to small and medium enterprise and financing facilities 
to support expansion and improve cash flow as well as no added costs relating to taking on staff 
as a major job creation strategy.  [1495/13]

16/01/2013WRS04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am well 
aware of the importance of credit availability for small and medium enterprises and financing 
facilities to support expansion and improve cash flow as well as the importance of not adding 
costs in relation to taking on staff. 

Improving access to credit is of course a priority which the Government is addressing in a 
comprehensive and co-ordinated manner.  The initiatives taken by the Government to restruc-
ture and re-capitalise the banking system are the principal response to making credit available, 
as banks will continue to be the primary and dominant supplier of finance for SMEs.

I have taken action to address some specific market failures which will add value to the ac-
tions that Minister Noonan has taken.  I recently introduced two targeted schemes to support 
an additional flow of credit into the economy, namely the Microenterprise Loan Fund and the 
Credit Guarantee Scheme.  These new Schemes form key components in the suite of initiatives 
aimed at ensuring the flow of credit to SMEs to sustain employment and create new jobs.  

In addition to these initiatives, the Innovation Fund Ireland (IFI) and Development Capital 
Schemes are helping Irish companies access credit in the current difficult environment.

As part of the Action Plan for Jobs, a range of financial and non-financial supports currently 
available from Government Departments, Offices and Agencies were identified and formed 
the basis for the compilation of a new webpage and circulation leaflet.  This information was 
widely distributed to key stakeholders, including employers and their representative organisa-
tions.  This includes such schemes as: Revenue Job Assist, the Employers’ Job PRSI Incentive 
Scheme, the Back to Work Enterprise Allowance and the Job Expansion Fund.  These sup-
ports provide incentives and tax relief to employers for job creation across a variety of sectors.  
Updates on these, and all other commitments in the Action Plan for Jobs, are detailed in the 
Quarterly Progress Reports on the Plan which are available on my Department’s website, www.
enterprise.gov.ie. Maintaining cost competitiveness, particularly in relation to staff costs will 
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be a key element in maintaining economic competitiveness for the foreseeable future. The Ac-
tion Plan for Jobs 2013, which will be published shortly, will continue to address this key issue.

16/01/2013WRS04100Job Protection

16/01/2013WRS04200398. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will detail the steps taken by him to secure the jobs under threat with the issuing of protective 
redundancy notices by the operator of Tara mines.  [1525/13]

16/01/2013WRS04300399. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will meet with the workers, trade unions and owners of Tara Mines to safeguard employment 
at the site.  [1526/13]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 398 and 399 together.

I understand that approximately 700 workers at Tara Mine were recently put on protective 
notice.  Boliden, the Swedish company that operates the mines, is seeking to reduce its overall 
production costs, including personnel costs, through reduced overtime levels and premiums, 
and a further reduction split between bonuses and basic rates.

Both parties met under the auspices of the Labour Relations Commission on 9 January last. 
Arising from that meeting, the parties agreed to meaningfully engage in discussions under the 
auspices of the LRC during the remainder of January. The company has agreed to refrain from 
taking any further action whilst these discussions take place.

I welcome the agreement of the parties to engage in these talks. I would encourage the 
parties to partake constructively and in good faith in this process. The principle of good faith 
implies that both sides make every effort to reach an agreement and endeavour, through genuine 
and constructive negotiations, to resolve their differences.

16/01/2013WRS04500Job Creation Issues

16/01/2013WRS04600400. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to the launch of the Succeed in Ireland programme as part of the Jobs Action Plan 2012, the total 
number of jobs created by the reward scheme; the number of referrals submitted by applicants 
for the reward; the number of jobs subject to the referrals; the total amount paid to date to refer-
rers and the number of referrers to which that total relates. [1553/13]

16/01/2013WRS04700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that, since the launch of the Succeed in Ireland initiative on 8 March 2012, two 
projects, with the potential to create 40 jobs, have been approved and 10 jobs have been cre-
ated.  There have been 54 referrals registered, with potential to receive a reward.  The potential 
number of jobs which may be delivered from these 54 referrals is in the region of 1,500.  

No payments have yet been made under the initiative.  Fees become payable only on the 
creation of a sustainable job, i.e. a job that has been in place for 2 years.

An evaluation of the costs, benefits and impacts of the initiative will be undertaken by IDA 
Ireland later this year in consultation with my Department so that an informed decision can be 
taken on the merits of broadening out the initiative beyond a pilot scheme.
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16/01/2013WRS04800Seed Capital Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRS04900401. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an update on the possible seed capital for a new business setting up in the north-
side; and if he will advise on where finances may be applied for.  [1595/13]

16/01/2013WRS05000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The first port 
of call for any start up business should be to contact their local County Enterprise Board (CEB), 
where advice will be provided and, in certain circumstances grant funding maybe an option. 
The telephone number for Dublin City Enterprise Board is (01) 635 1144 and further informa-
tion about Dublin City Enterprise Board can be found on www.dceb.ie. Information and contact 
details on all the CEBS can be found on www.enterpriseboards.ie  .  CEBs provide both finan-
cial and/or non-financial assistance to business.

In October 2012, I established the Microfinance Loan Fund to improve access to credit for 
entrepreneurs and micro-enterprises and to facilitate the growth and expansion of viable busi-
nesses from all industry sectors which have been refused access to credit by banks. The Fund 
has a significant entrepreneurship focus. It will add value to other Government schemes of 
support for entrepreneurs and unemployed persons, such as the Back to Work Allowance or the 
Seed Capital Scheme. 

The Fund will provide support in the form of loans of up to €25,000, available to start-up, 
newly established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, with viable 
business propositions, that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks. The 
potential viability of the business proposal will be the dominant factor in all credit decisions. 
Applications should be channelled through the City and County Enterprise Boards, which in 
this case would be the Dublin City Enterprise Board. 

Further supports could include the Seed Capital Scheme (SCS), in conjunction with its asso-
ciated scheme, the Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme (EIIS), which are tax relief 
incentive schemes. The EIIS provides tax relief for investment in certain corporate trades, while 
the SCS provides for a refund of tax already   paid by an individual, when that individual sets 
up, and takes employment in, a new qualifying business.   An employee, an unemployed person 
or person made redundant recently, interested in starting their own business, may be entitled 
to avail of the tax refund available under the Seed Capital Scheme. Further information can be 
obtained from the Revenue Commissioners website www.revenue.ie

Finally in respect of supports for new businesses Enterprise Ireland operates a Seed and Ven-
ture Capital Scheme to assist business grow and develop. The Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 
2013-2017 was announced as part of the recent Budget. This will enable Enterprise Ireland to 
make commitments totalling €175 million to business during the operation of the scheme. This 
is expected to leverage a further €525 million in private sector funding. The scheme is currently 
being finalised and a further announcement of the details is expected shortly. In addition, Enter-
prise Ireland and IntertradeIreland fund the HALO business angel partnership programme that 
is mandated to match business angels to appropriate projects which they would be interested in. 
HALO also works to develop business angel syndicates.

16/01/2013WRS05100Job Initiatives

16/01/2013WRS05200402. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the ac-
tivity taking place between his Department, the Iindustrial Development Agency and Enterprise 
Ireland to bring employment opportunities to County Longford; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter.  [1638/13]

16/01/2013WRS05300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): At present 
companies supported by IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland employ over 2,100 people in per-
manent employment in County Longford. 

As Ireland competes for high quality investments, the concept of scale is crucial. Leading 
global corporations require a significant population, a pool of qualified talent, world standard 
physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated professional 
and business support services. Against this backdrop, IDA Ireland has informed me that it pri-
oritises the marketing of Gateway locations within each Region as the areas of critical mass.  
Longford is marketed as part of the Midland Region together with Laois, Offaly Westmeath and 
Roscommon.  In this region, IDA concentrates on the linked gateway of Athlone/Tullamore/ 
Mullingar.  The Agency also promotes the towns of Longford, Portlaoise and Roscommon as 
part of its wider marketing efforts and in response to specific client requirements.  

At present there are 44 IDA client companies employing over 5,000 people in the Midlands 
Region. IDA Ireland has formed strong relationships with these companies, working closely 
with them in order to ensure their long term sustainability and to encourage their growth, de-
velopment, broadening of their mandate and continuing re-investment in their sites. With the 
improved infrastructure that is now in place, a project win in one Midlands location has a posi-
tive impact on the other surrounding areas due to the close proximity of all main locations. 

In 2012 Enterprise Ireland paid €1.3m to its client companies in Longford for job creation 
and retention and business development purposes.  On 31 October last my colleague, Mr John 
Perry, T.D, Minister for Small Business, launched the new Enterprise Ireland €200,000 Com-
petitive Feasibility Fund aimed at stimulating start ups and creating jobs and growth in the Mid-
lands Region (Counties Laois, Longford, Offaly and Westmeath).  This fund, which provides 
up to €25,000 per project, was open until 20th   November 2012. 31 companies/individuals ap-
plied for the Competitive Feasibility Fund, 28 were eligible and 9 were approved for funding, 
of which 2 were from County Longford.  

Both IDA and Enterprise Ireland are represented on the Longford County Development 
Board. 

16/01/2013WRS05400Corporate Governance

16/01/2013WRS05500403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will indicate with which Government Department rests the responsibility to respond to the 
points raised by the outgoing Director of Corporate Enforcement wherein he indicated weak-
nesses in the existing system in respect of compliance of company law by lending institutions 
or suggesting possible reckless trading and a reluctance on the past of some particular bodies 
to cooperate with his office; if it is intended to respond by way of legislation or in some other 
manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1699/13]

16/01/2013WRS05600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The oversight 
and regulation of lending institutions is primarily a matter for the Central Bank and my col-
league the Minister for Finance. 

In relation to the matter of reckless trading, under the current company law framework, the 
High Court may declare under Section 297A of the Companies Act 1963 (as amended) that a 
person shall be personally liable for all or part of the liabilities of a company, where they have 
knowingly been a party to reckless trading while they were an officer of the company. Receiv-
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ers, examiners, liquidators and company creditors may make these applications to the Court 
where a company is in examinership or is being wound up. 

Reluctance on the part of persons to cooperate with investigations in relation to certain of-
fences was addressed as part of the Criminal Justice Act 2011. Pursuant to section 15 of that 
Act and for the purposes of the investigation of a relevant offence, a member of the Garda Sío-
chána may apply to a judge of the District Court for an order requiring, the making available 
by a person of any particular documents or the provision by a person of particular information 
by answering questions or making a statement containing the information or both. Failure to 
comply with such an order is an offence. 

More generally the Companies Bill 2012, which has recently been published, contains a 
number of measures to strengthen company law compliance, including:

- The classification of the majority of offences according to a four-tier scheme. The maxi-
mum penalty under this scheme in relation to a prosecution on indictment is a fine of not more 
than €500,000 or up to 10 years in prison or both.

- A directors’ compliance statement which will apply to all PLCs (except investment compa-
nies) and to all other large limited companies with a balance sheet total exceeding €12,500,000 
and a turnover exceeding €25,000,000. Directors of such companies will be obliged to make 
an annual statement in their Directors’ Report, acknowledging that they are responsible for 
securing the company’s compliance with its “relevant obligations” and confirming that certain 
things have been done or, if they have not been done, explaining why they have not been done. 
“Relevant obligations” means an obligation under tax law, or where failure to comply would 
constitute certain offences under the Bill, or certain Market Abuse or Prospectus offences. The 
failure to include a compliance statement in the Directors’ Report of an affected company is an 
offence under the Bill.

16/01/2013WRS05700Departmental Bodies Expenditure

16/01/2013WRS05800404. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1908/13]

16/01/2013WRS05900405. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [2039/13]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 404 and 405 together.

I have interpreted the Deputy’s question to mean Irish non-statutory bodies, either fully or 
partially funded by my Department.

Name of fully funded non-Statutory Body
National Employment Rights Authority Advisory Board
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The National Competitiveness CouncilThe National Competitiveness Council (NCC) is a 
non-statutory body which reports to the Government on key competitiveness issues facing 
the Irish economy.  Costs associated with the NCC are met by Forfás, which provides the 
Secretariat to the NCC on a part-time basis.  The main costs associated with the NCC are 
the salary and overhead costs of the Forfás staff in the NCC Secretariat, who are paid by 
Forfás, a statutory agency.   

Name of partially funded non-Statutory Body 
Irish Universities Association
Education, Training and Advisory Service, Irish Congress of Trade Unions
Construction Safety Partnership
Consumer Association of Ireland

16/01/2013WRS06100Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRS06200406. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [58088/12]

16/01/2013WRS06300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence 
partially allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person 
concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRS06400Tax Code

16/01/2013WRS06500407. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection further to newspaper 
reports (details supplied) the exemptions he intends to apply to the decision to impose PRSI on 
unearned income; and the estimated cost of these exemptions. [1872/13]

16/01/2013WRS06600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand that the Deputy is re-
ferring to the media reports that those aged 66 years and over will be exempt from the proposal 
to apply PRSI to unearned income such as interest on savings, shares and rents.

In general social insurance applies to persons over the age of 16 years and under pension-
able age, which is currently age 66 years.   Those aged 66 years and over are not liable to pay 
PRSI on any of their income including their unearned income.  Accordingly those over 66 years 
will not be impacted by the proposal to apply PRSI to unearned income such as interest on sav-
ings, shares and rents.  There are no costs relating to exempting those over 66 years as they are 
not affected by the measure.

16/01/2013WRT00100Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRT00200408. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of regula-
tory impact assessments that have been carried out by her Department in the past twelve months 
and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within her Department in the past 
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twelve months.  [57766/12]

16/01/2013WRT00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department carried out one 
regulatory impact analysis (RIA) in the past 12 months in relation to the proposed changes to 
defined benefit pension schemes included in the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2012.

The RIA was split into two parts: Part 1 dealt with the changes to the defined benefit model 
and in particular the proposal to introduce a risk reserve into the funding standard; Part 2 dealt 
with the re-introduction of the Funding Standard.  The RIA was developed following a consul-
tation that took place on changes in defined benefit pension provision and it included the views 
expressed during the consultation process. 

The RIA was published on the Department’s website and made available to all Deputies in 
advance of the publication of the Bill.

RIAs are normally used within the Department where significant legislative changes are 
proposed, rather than smaller changes to existing social welfare schemes which may take place 
each year.  Examples in recent years include:

- The Citizens Information Bill in 2006, 

- Retirement Annuity Contracts in 2007, 

- Amendments to the provisions for Supplementary Welfare Allowance 2007,

- Implementation of proposals on trusteeship in 2008.

16/01/2013WRT00400Disability Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRT00500409. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for disability allowance. 
[57781/12]

16/01/2013WRT00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that, following receipt of the relevant Departmental papers including the com-
ments of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal, the case was referred to an Appeals 
Officer for consideration.  The Appeals Officer has referred the case back to the Department for 
clarification on certain matters.  On receipt of their response, the appeal will be further consid-
ered by the Appeals Officer.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decision on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRT00700Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRT00800410. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[57782/12]

16/01/2013WRT00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that this Department 
received an application for carers allowance from the person in question on 25th October 2012.  
An information request was made to the person in question on 30th November 2012 for pay-
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slips, bank statements and credit union accounts statements.  The person in question has failed 
to submit credit union statements as requested by a deciding officer.  The claim therefore has 
been withdrawn and a letter to the person in question issued on 14th   of January 2013 notifying 
her of this.

16/01/2013WRT01000Community Employment Schemes Places

16/01/2013WRT01100411. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide details of the additional community employment scheme placements which have been 
announced by her; when same will be available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[57791/12]

16/01/2013WRT01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An additional 2,000 places were 
allocated to Community Employment in the Budget of 2013.  The increase in the number of 
places will be funded from the budget of the Department.  These places will be approved on a 
phased basis from the end of January to December, 2013.  The additional places are critical to 
the continued improvement of CE as outlined in the CE Financial Review of Schemes under-
taken by this Department in 2012.

The allocation of places will be informed by the population of long-term unemployed per-
sons in each area, the number of claimants on Jobseekers Allowance, One Parent Family Pay-
ment and People with a Disability in receipt of welfare payments for 52 weeks or more.  Priority 
will be given to (a) schemes involved in community childcare services, social and healthcare 
services and drug rehabilitation services that offer training and development opportunities and 
work experience to CE participants and (b) those schemes with a clear track record in the de-
velopment and progression of participants towards employment.

16/01/2013WRT01300Community Employment Schemes Review

16/01/2013WRT01400412. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide details of the new local authority scheme announced by her; the type of work that will be 
provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57792/12]

16/01/2013WRT01500465. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the way the social 
employment schemes and places will be allocated to local authorities; the date on which these 
schemes may be applied for; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1068/13]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
412 and 465 together.

The Government, as part of the Budget package for 2013 announced a number of initiatives 
focused on providing work opportunities for those currently unemployed.  The key elements 
of this package are to add an additional 2,500 places to JobBridge; 2,000 places on community 
employment; 2,500 to Tús – the community work placement initiative - and the development 
of a new initiative with local authorities to provide 3,000 opportunities in 2013.  This is in line 
with the commitments set out in the Action Plan for Jobs and Pathways to Work.  

The design of the local authority initiative and the nature of work to be undertaken will 
require consultation with a range of stakeholders, including those bodies responsible for the de-
livery of other schemes funded by the Department of Social Protection.  Development work on 
this new initiative has commenced with the local authorities.  The method to allocating places, 
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which is likely to be based on the geographic distribution of those persons meeting the criteria 
for the initiative, and the timetables for the development of pilots to inform the design of the 
scheme and the roll-out of the full initiative have yet to be agreed.

16/01/2013WRT01700Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRT01800413. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
carer’s allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; when 
the claim will go into payment and arrears issue; the reason for the delay; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [57800/12]

16/01/2013WRT01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This application for carer’s allow-
ance was disallowed on the 8th of August 2012. The person in question appealed this decision.  
All the necessary papers have recently been submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
for determination.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office will be in touch with the person directly 
regarding the progress of the appeal.

16/01/2013WRT02000Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRT02100414. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when she 
will make a determination on carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57804/12]

16/01/2013WRT02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 23rd February 
2012. This application was awarded on the 14th  January 2013.

16/01/2013WRT02300Social Welfare Overpayments

16/01/2013WRT02400415. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the way her De-
partment calculates the weekly amount to be repaid by a welfare recipient in the case where an 
overpayment has been made by her Department; the criteria that are taken into account; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [57810/12]

16/01/2013WRT02500471. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the maximum 
amount that can be currently deducted under law from a person’s weekly social protection pay-
ment in respect of an overpayment of a benefit in the past; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [1148/13]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
415 and 471 together.

The overall goal of the Department in relation to debt management is to actively pursue the 
recovery of debt to maximise overall recovery levels.  All debts currently owing to the Depart-
ment, as a result of benefits received in excess of entitlement, are repayable in full.  The Depart-
ment does not apply interest or penalties on the amounts owing.  Debt holders should be aware 
that a Departmental debt will remain on their records until fully recovered.  This may result in 
a reduction of future entitlements up to and including State Pension.  Furthermore, following 
the death of a customer who owns a debt, the Department has a claim on any estate remaining. 
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There is no maximum limit to the amount that can be recovered from a person’s weekly so-
cial welfare payment with their consent.   However, in accordance with provisions contained in 
the Social Welfare Act 2012, up to 15% of the weekly personal rate payable may be deducted in 
respect of an overpayment without the customer’s consent.  This provision will be commenced 
in the next few weeks.

In general, the rate a debt is recovered at differs from case to case and when determining the 
rate of recovery consideration is given to the following issues:

- getting repayment of the debt as soon as possible;  

- not causing undue hardship to the person; and  

- any case made by the person regarding the circumstances giving rise to the debt.

16/01/2013WRT02700Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRT02800416. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
jobseeker’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [57812/12]

16/01/2013WRT02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
5th   December 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRT03000Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRT03100417. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when domiciliary care 
allowance will be granted in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [57823/12]

16/01/2013WRT03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received on the 11th October 2012.  This application was referred 
to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who considered the child to be medically eligible 
for DCA.  A letter issued on the 11th   December 2012 informing the person concerned of the 
decision to award the allowance.  Payment has now issued, with effect from 1st November 
2012. 

16/01/2013WRT03300Community Employment Schemes Funding

16/01/2013WRT03400418. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Social Protection if claimants will be 
liable to PRSI on community employment scheme payments from 2013; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [57844/12]

16/01/2013WRT03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Employment under the Communi-
ty Employment Scheme is insurable under the Social Welfare Acts for all social welfare benefits 
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and pensions.  Participants joining Community Employment are insured at special Class A8/
A9 PRSI, which gives them a paid contribution for each week, as with other Class A workers.  
Participants pay the normal employee contribution if liable.  

In 2013, the following PRSI rates apply to CE Participants only:

Subclass A8

Weekly pay Band How much of Weekly Pay All Income  Employee
Up to €352 inclusive All Nil
Subclass A9

Weekly pay Band How much of Weekly Pay All Income  Employee
More than €352 All 4.00%
In 2013, the Employee’s PRSI-Free Allowance of €127 per week has been abolished. This 

change only affects those employed on CE under Class A9, i.e. receiving in excess of €352 per 
week in CE allowances  . Those employed under Class A8 (i.e. receiving up to €352 per week) 
are unaffected by the Budget change.

16/01/2013WRT03600Departmental Bodies

16/01/2013WRT03700419. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, which 
are financed from, answerable to or established by her Department that have been abolished, 
merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been realised 
since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if she will 
provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013 [57884/12]

16/01/2013WRT03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies operating 
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information Board, the 
Pensions Board, the Pensions Ombudsman and the Social Welfare Tribunal.

No body under the aegis of the Department has been abolished, merged or re-organised 
since the Government took office.

The Public Service Reform Programme provides for a critical review of the integration of 
the regulatory functions of the Pensions Board with the Financial Regulator and the merging of 
the Pensions Ombudsman with the Financial Services Ombudsman.  The review is to include 
identifying any potential savings arising from such an amalgamation.

The Critical Review Group, established to carry out the reviews announced under the Pub-
lic Service Reform Programme, is finalising a draft report with recommendations.  I expect to 
receive the final report from the Group in the very near future.  Following receipt of this report, 
decisions in relation to possible reforms will be taken.

16/01/2013WRT03900Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRT04000420. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No 414 of 27 November 2012, if he will confirm that the social welfare appeal 
(details supplied) is the same as the appeal referred to in the question; the reason for the delay 
in processing this appeal and if he will consider fast tracking this appeal in view of the fact that 
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it was originally submitted to the relevant Department in July 2011. [57887/12]

16/01/2013WRT04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that this is the same appeal referred to in the previous question. The appeal was 
submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 14th  December 2012. An Appeals Officer, 
having fully considered all the available evidence, disallowed the appeal of the person con-
cerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals 
Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 421 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRT04300Child Benefit Appeals

16/01/2013WRT04400422. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
child benefit appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [57905/12]

16/01/2013WRT04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 13th No-
vember 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 10th   Decem-
ber 2012 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRT04600One-Parent Family Payment Applications

16/01/2013WRT04700423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when a 
decision in respect of one parent family payment will be made in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57913/12]

16/01/2013WRT04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The one parent family payment 
claim of the person concerned has been awarded and is in payment.

16/01/2013WRT04900Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRT05000424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for 
reduction in rent supplement in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if she 
will provide the current level of rent supplement payable in this case; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [57915/12]

16/01/2013WRT05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The rent supplement claim for the 
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person concerned was reviewed on the 15th November 2012. The rent level has been reduced in 
line with the maximum rent limits introduced from the 1st  January 2012. The person concerned 
is now in receipt of her maximum entitlement based on her household circumstances.

16/01/2013WRT05200Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRT05300425. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the find-
ings of the National Advocacy Service, published in October 2012, that disabled persons who 
want to live independently were being refused rent supplement by community welfare officers; 
the progress that has been made on the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[57958/12]

16/01/2013WRT05400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Currently, there are approximately 
88,000 persons in receipt of rent supplement, with €403 million provided by the Government 
for 2013. 

I am aware of the comments which were reported to the National Advisory Group for the 
National Advocacy Service. These comments related to a particular case which was dealt with 
locally.  

There are no specific exemptions to qualification for rent supplement for persons with dis-
abilities, with all customers being treated equally. Entitlement to rent supplement is subject to 
a number of qualifying conditions, one of which is that, at the time of application for a rent 
supplement, a claimant must:

-   have been residing in private rented accommodation, accommodation for homeless persons 
or in an institution for 6 months within the preceding 12 months of the date of claim, or 

-   have had an assessment of housing need carried out within the 12 months preceding the 
date of claim and have been deemed by a housing authority to be eligible for and in need of 
social housing support.

  Rent supplement is payable where a person has left institutional care and satisfies the condi-
tions of the scheme. If the person concerned requires specialised housing due to the nature 
of their condition, Department officials are empowered to pay rent supplement in excess of 
the prescribed rent limits, thereby fully supporting independent living. 

The most appropriate means for meeting the long-term accommodation needs of customers 
is through the provision of services by housing authorities.  In March 2012, the Government 
approved in principle to transfer responsibility for the provision of rental assistance to persons 
with a long-term housing need from this Department, currently provided through rent supple-
ment, to housing authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). A multi-agency 
steering group has been established to develop proposals to give effect to this transfer. It is 
planned that pilot testing of HAP arrangements will commence during the second half of 2013 
with general roll-out and commencement of transfers from January 2014.

16/01/2013WRT05500Farm Assist Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRT05600426. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons who will have their payments affected by the changes to farm assist that were an-
nounced in Budget 2013 and what the net saving of the measure will be; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [57960/12]
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16/01/2013WRT05700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Support for farmers on low in-
comes is available through the farm assist scheme.  This means-tested payment is similar to the 
jobseeker’s allowance scheme, on which it is based. The farm assist scheme was introduced in 
1999 to replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment Assistance’ for low income farmers, without the 
requirement to be available for and genuinely seeking work. 

In Budget 2013 two measures were announced, for implementation in April 2013, which 
will bring the farm assist scheme into closer alignment with the jobseeker’s allowance scheme’s 
treatment of self-employed persons by:

  a. Increasing the amount of means from self-employment, which is assessed against the 
claimant from 85% to 100%; and

  b. Discontinuing the means testing disregards for child dependents of claimants.
  It is anticipated that these measures will achieve savings of €3.75 million in 2013, and €5 

million in a full year, and will affect some 7,000 recipients. 

Question No. 427 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRT05900Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRT06000428. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
appeal on an application for invalidity pension will take place in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57971/12]

16/01/2013WRT06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy 
the contribution conditions.  

This department received a claim for invalidity pension for the person concerned on 12 July 
2012.  The medical evidence provided by the claimant in support of his claim was examined 
by a medical assessor who was of the opinion, based on the evidence provided, that the person 
concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as he does not satisfy the medical criteria.   The 
application for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer.  The person in question 
was notified of this decision and the reason for it on 05 September 2012. 

Further medical evidence was subsequently submitted by the claimant.  This additional 
evidence, along with the original information, was evaluated by a different medical assessor 
who expressed the opinion that the person concerned does not satisfy the medical criteria.    The 
deciding officer confirmed the original decision on 10 January 2013 and has notified the claim-
ant of the outcome, advising him of his right to appeal the decision to the independent Social 
Welfare Appeals Office.  

16/01/2013WRT06200Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRT06300429. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding auto-enrolment (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[57980/12]

16/01/2013WRT06400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In recent years there has been a 
particular focus on the sustainability of the pension system because of the demographic chal-
lenges Ireland faces, the associated increases in pension (and other age related) costs, and the 
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deterioration in the public finances.  In general terms, the task of financing increased pension 
spending will fall to a diminishing share of the population as demographic projections indicate 
the ratio of working age to pensioners will decrease from 5.3/1 at present to 2.1/1 by 2060.  Life 
expectancy in Ireland is increasing – in the mid 1990s, life expectancy for males was 73 and for 
females 78.5.  In 2041, it will be 86.5 and 88.3 respectively.  Whilst increasing life expectancy 
is a very welcome development, it also presents very real and obvious public policy challenges. 

Most recent figures indicate that approximately half of workers aged between 20 and 69 
years have a private pension and this figure may have decreased as a result of the difficult eco-
nomic environment.  The fact that private pension coverage continues to be relatively low is of 
major concern to the Government.  

The overall objective of the pension system in Ireland is to provide an adequate and sustain-
able basic standard of living through direct State supports and to encourage people (through 
generous tax reliefs) to make supplementary pension provision so that they may have an ad-
equate income replacement rates when they retire from work.

The State already provides a funding mechanism to secure a basic income for all contribu-
tors through the PRSI system and the payment of the State pension.  The State pension will 
continue to be the bedrock of our pension system and we have introduced a number of reforms 
in order to increase the sustainability of the system into the future so that we can continue to 
maintain the value of the State pension.   

While the State pension is expected to provide sufficient retirement income for the lowest 
paid workers, many people retiring from work will have a significant income gap if they do not 
have supplementary private pension provision.    Therefore, increasing supplementary pension 
coverage, particular amongst the lower paid and those with gaps in their employment, is a prior-
ity for the Government.  The Programme for Government includes a commitment to reforming 
the pension system to progressively achieve universal coverage, with particular focus on lower-
paid workers.  A soft-mandatory approach such as that envisaged by an auto-enrolment scheme, 
using scale to achieve greater cost efficiencies for the member, is a very proactive way in which 
we can increase supplementary pension coverage, though it is recognised that introduction of 
such an initiative would be best supported by a more favourable economic environment than is 
currently the case.

In relation to Ireland’s pensions system, recent discussions on pension policy identified the 
need for a short and focussed examination on the direction of long term policy to ensure a mod-
ern, sustainable, and adequate pension system taking into account the impact of the economic 
downturn.  In this regard, the OECD was commissioned by the Department of Social Protection 
to review long term pension policy in Ireland and this will include consideration of an auto en-
rolment system.  I am expecting the final report from the OECD in the first quarter of this year 
and I will be bringing this to Government for decision.

16/01/2013WRT06500Carer’s Allowance Delays

16/01/2013WRT06600430. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the current wait-
ing time for carer’s allowance to be processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[57997/12]

16/01/2013WRT06700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While the time taken at present to 
process some carer’s allowance claims is not satisfactory, good inroads have been made over 
the last number of months by my Department to clear the current backlog and a plan is in place 
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to process the remaining backlogged claims by the end of Q1 2013. I am happy that the actions 
they are taking will achieve this.

Following the completion of a major service delivery modernisation project, an in-depth 
business process improvement (BPI) project was completed for the carer’s allowance scheme.  
This project focused on optimising output and customer service and the reduction of backlogs. 
The outcome of the review is the division of work into two streams.  From Monday 3 Septem-
ber 2012, one team concentrates on dealing with new claim intake and processes these without 
delay and the other team is working on the backlog which is ring-fenced with a clear and tar-
geted plan for its elimination.  It is expected that the backlogged claims will all be processed by 
the end of March 2013.

16/01/2013WRT06800Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRT06900431. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Lim-
erick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58004/12]

16/01/2013WRT07000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was notified 
on the 4th July 2012 that her domiciliary care allowance appeal was successful.  Payment of the 
allowance commenced on the 17th  July 2012 and all arrears due also issued to her at that time.

16/01/2013WRU00150Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRU00200432. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will issue on a medical assessment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [58008/12]

16/01/2013WRU00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
14th December 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRU00350State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

16/01/2013WRU00400433. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding contributory State pensions (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [58009/12]

16/01/2013WRU00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have not received any report 
from the OECD on this matter so I take it that the Deputy is referring to the Actuarial Review 
of the Social Insurance fund.   The OECD, who I have commissioned to carry out a review of 
pensions policy in Ireland, has not yet submitted a report to me. Work on the OECD report is 
ongoing and I expect to receive the report in the near future.

My Department recently published the third actuarial review (Review) of the Social Insur-
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ance Fund (Fund) which informs both short to medium term and long term policy development 
in relation to the social insurance system generally. The main social insurance benefits paid by 
the Fund relate to retirement, illness, incapacity, unemployment, maternity and bereavement.  
It is funded by PRSI contributions from employees, employers and the self-employed, with a 
subvention from the Exchequer where there is a gap between income and expenditure.    The 
Review covers a 55 year period from 2011–2066.

With regard to pensions, the Review indicates that taking recent and planned changes to 
pension eligibility into consideration, 14% of claimants will not receive a contributory pension.  
Recent changes introduced include future changes to State pension age, a minimum total paid 
contributions requirement and adjustments to pension rate bands.  The 14% figure also applies 
in 2020, when a total contributions approach, rather than an averaging approach will be taken 
to calculating State contributory pension entitlement. Those who do not qualify and who have 
an income need may qualify for a means-tested non-contributory pension.

The recent changes to pension eligibility are reform measures to ensure the sustainability of 
the pension system.   Attachment to the workforce is a key issue for the sustainability of pen-
sions.  Those who pay more into the Fund will be awarded a higher pension in retirement. 

The Review confirms that benefits offer excellent value for money for those on the lower 
part of the income distribution, those with shorter contribution histories, and the self-employed.  
The social solidarity principle which underlies the Fund is reflected in the fact that, for those at 
the higher end of the income distribution, the Fund is redistributive and they generally get back 
less than they pay in. Those with lower earnings and those with shorter contribution histories 
will continue to obtain the best value for money from the Fund.  This is because the negative 
impact of these changes continues to be outweighed by the lower contributions paid into the 
Fund in respect of these workers.    The Review also looked at the value for money provided by 
the Fund on a range of individual scenarios and found that:

-  Those on lower incomes fare considerably better than those on higher incomes.

-  Those with dependants achieve better value for money (when assessing value for money 
on an individual rather than on a per household basis).

-  Those with short contribution histories have the potential to fare better than those with 
full contribution histories, which is particularly helpful for women who take time out of the 
workforce for caring purposes.

- The Fund provides better value to female than to male contributors.

- The self-employed achieve very good value for money compared with the employed 
– when the comparison includes both employer and employee contributions in respect of the 
employed person.

- For those at the higher end of the income distribution, the Fund is redistributive and 
these individuals generally get back less than they pay in. 

- Higher value for money is achieved where benefits in addition to the State pension (con-
tributory) are accessed.

16/01/2013WRU00550Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRU00600434. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an applica-
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tion for carer’s allowance will be determined with a view to granting the application in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[58015/12]

16/01/2013WRU00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 3rd November 
2011. The person in question was awarded carer’s allowance for one caree on the 16th August 
2012. This carer’s allowance claim is in payment. The carer’s allowance application for the 
second caree was disallowed on the 16th August on medical grounds. The person in question 
subsequently submitted further medical evidence for review. On completion of all the necessary 
investigations in relation to this review, a decision will issue directly to the person in question.

16/01/2013WRU00750Illness Benefit Appeals

16/01/2013WRU00800435. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when an ap-
peal will be heard in relation to the illness benefit claim in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58025/12]

16/01/2013WRU00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.

An appeal was registered on 9th November 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has 
advised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for the 
documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal.  
In that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  The person 
concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRU00950Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRU01000436. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for rent supplement in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58047/12]

16/01/2013WRU01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The rent supplement claim has 
been awarded for the person concerned. She is now in receipt of her full entitlement to rent 
supplement based on her household circumstances.

Question No. 437 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRU01250Community Employment Schemes Places

16/01/2013WRU01300438. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the 
recent announcements of additional community employment places, his plans to introduce 
changes to eligibility criteria and allow those that had previously participated in schemes to 
continue beyond the current time duration so as to avoid returning to long-term unemployment; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58057/12]

16/01/2013WRU01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are no plans to change 
the current CE eligibility criteria to facilitate those who have previously participated on CE 
schemes for the maximum duration to re-enter.  As of the 4th January of this year there were 
188,632 jobseekers on the Live Register who were over 1 year unemployed. These jobseekers 
are the primary target group for Community Employment. Any changes as advised would result 
in less places being available for this target group. 

The current CE durations are follows.

With effect from 3rd April 2000, lifetime participation on Community Employment by an 
individual will be limited to:

- 3 years (156 weeks) for persons under 55 years of age.

- 6 years (312 weeks) for persons of 55 years of age up to and including 65 years of age.

- Eligible persons in receipt of a qualifying disability-linked Social Welfare payment will 
be eligible for one additional year on CE over the standard maximum participation caps, i.e. 
4 years maximum time on CE for those under 55 years of age (PTJ Option only), and 7 years 
maximum time for those between 55 and 65.

- Participation on Community Employment has an upper age limit of 65 years of age, i.e. 
a CE participant/Supervisor can remain on CE until the day before their 66th birthday, provided 
they meet all other eligibility requirements.

- Participation on CE prior to 3rd April 2000 is not counted.

Under the Government Policy Statement, Pathways to Work, one-third of places on Com-
munity Employment schemes will be refocused towards shorter more focused active labour 
market interventions.

The Department will continue to review schemes to ensure that there are adequate supports 
available to assist jobseekers and other disadvantaged groups and that the maximum utilisation 
and value is gained from Community Employment participation.

16/01/2013WRU01450Work Placement Programme

16/01/2013WRU01500439. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will change 
the criteria for the TÚS schemes to enable unemployed persons to apply; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [58074/12]

16/01/2013WRU01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús, the community work place-
ment initiative introduced during 2011, was initially set up to provide up to 5,000 short-term, 
quality work opportunities for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  To date 7,305 
people have completed or are currently on work placements.  This figure includes supervisory/
team leader positions.  As a relatively new initiative, Tús continues to be monitored and devel-
oped and to date has proven to be effective in meeting its objectives.  As part of the 2013 budget 
package for my Department, the number of placements available on Tús is being extended by 
a further 2,400 placements during the coming year with associated provision for supervision.

A person cannot apply to participate on Tús.  All selection is undertaken by random process-
es conducted at local level by the Department of Social Protection.  The selection is focused on 
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those on the live register for a year or more and in receipt of a jobseekers’ payment.  I consider 
the current selection process effective and I have no proposals to alter these arrangements.  The 
Deputy should note that a person interested in gaining access to a work placement or internship 
supported by my Department can avail of opportunities available on community employment 
schemes and JobBridge.  Details are available on the Department website on www.welfare.ie.

16/01/2013WRU01650Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

16/01/2013WRU01700440. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will change 
the application criteria for community employment schemes to coincide with the reduction of 
jobseeker’s benefit to nine months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58075/12]

16/01/2013WRU01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently no plans to 
lower the standard qualifying period in receipt of CE-eligible payments from the current 12 
month duration, as Community Employment is primarily aimed at long-term unemployed per-
sons, which is generally defined as one year or more on the Live Register. Persons who claim 
Jobseekers Benefit from 3rd April 2013 will only be able to claim for a maximum duration of 
9 months provided they have 260 or more contributions (or 6 months if less than 260 contribu-
tions).

Persons who exhaust their entitlement to Jobseekers Benefit can subsequently apply for 
Jobseekers Allowance, provided they meet the conditions for receipt of that payment. For the 
purposes of eligibility for Community Employment, a person can combine time spent in receipt 
of Jobseekers Benefit with time spent in receipt of another CE-eligible social welfare payment, 
such as Jobseekers Allowance, providing it makes up a continuous 12-month qualifying period 
and that the person is still currently in receipt of a qualifying payment immediately prior to 
commencing CE.

16/01/2013WRU01850Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRU01900441. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [58077/12]

16/01/2013WRU02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of invalidity pension, to 
the person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an assessment by a Med-
ical Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was medically unsuitable.

An appeal was registered on 20th December 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has 
advised me that, in accordance with the statutory procedures, the relevant department papers 
and the comments of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of the appeal have been sought.  In 
that context, an assessment by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitle-
ments.

16/01/2013WRU02050Social Welfare Code Issues

16/01/2013WRU02100442. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the fact that 
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the Operative Plasterers and Allied Trades Society of Ireland are concerned by the inability of 
the members to take up offers of short term work because of the negative impact this would 
have on reclaiming social welfare when the work was complete; her proposals to deal with this 
issue as it would save on social welfare payments and increase tax revenue if a solution could 
be found. [58092/12]

16/01/2013WRU02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): If a jobseeker finds employment, 
s/he must inform their Social Welfare Local Office.

A shortened application form and a streamlined claim decision process has been introduced 
for those returning to the live register having been in temporary employment, or having par-
ticipated in short-term training.  In cases where a jobseeker finds employment for up to eight 
weeks, the claim remains open with the payment suspended.  In this way, payment can be 
restored without delay after the work has finished, provided there is no relevant change in the 
person’s circumstances.

Question No. 443 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRU02350Carer’s Benefit Applications

16/01/2013WRU02400444. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Long-
ford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58100/12]

16/01/2013WRU02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no record of a carer’s 
allowance or carer’s benefit application from the person in question.  If the person concerned 
wishes to apply for either scheme they should complete an application form and return it to the 
Department as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRU02550National Employment and Entitlements Service

16/01/2013WRU02600445. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of recent de-
velopments in the roll out of service programmes from her Department if she will provide 
clarification on the current status of the national employment programme and it’s dual stranded 
approach to solving the problem of long term unemployment and for those who are most dis-
advantaged in terms of the employment market; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[58123/12]

16/01/2013WRU02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The new Intreo service, previously 
called the National Employment and Entitlements Service (NEES), is currently being rolled-out 
and implemented on a phased basis. This new one-stop shop service integrates employment and 
income supports and provides for a streamlined and personalized service to clients in access-
ing job opportunities and availing of supports to enable them to get back to work at the earliest 
possible opportunity.

An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny formally launched the new service in Sligo on the 15th of Oc-
tober 2012.  At the same time the service was also made available in three other trial locations: 
Kings Inn/Parnell Street, Tallaght and Arklow and since then the model has been rolled out to 
six other locations. Work will continue throughout 2013 on the roll out of Intreo services to c 
20 other locations and the full Intreo service will be available in all of the Department’s offices 
nationwide by the end of 2014.
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The Intreo service provides for more regular and ongoing engagement, and greater targeting 
of activation places and opportunities for jobseekers.  By 31st   October 2012, c130,000 initial 
guidance interviews  and over 118,000 follow up meetings were conducted.

Through the Department’s new profiling model each new   client’s job readiness and prob-
ability of exit (PEX) from the live register is assessed. Clients who are most likely to become 
long-term unemployed are given targeted support and are placed on appropriate training and 
personal development programmes and work experiences. The profiling system enables us to 
identify these clients at the earliest possible opportunity, as soon as they engage with the ser-
vice, and to provide immediate targeted interventions.  Over 41,000 profiles had been con-
ducted by the end of October 2012, and services are then provided in line with the client’s needs 
and progression plan.

As a measure of the Government’s commitment to providing supports for those who are 
unemployed, an allocation of an additional €11 million was announced in the recent budget for 
employment programmes representing an additional 10,000 places.

In parallel with the development of an integrated service for jobseekers, the Department is 
increasing its engagement with employers.  A dedicated Employer Engagement Unit has been 
established and an Employer Engagement Manager is available in each region to support and 
advise employers at each stage of the employment process including the advertisement of op-
portunities and sourcing potential candidates from the Live Register. During Autumn 2012, a 
series employer briefings were held to provide employers with practical advice and assistance 
on the full range of employment and financial supports available from the Department.  

Given the scale of the unemployment crisis, a key objective of labour market policy is to 
keep those on the Live Register close to the Labour Market.  The new Intreo service is designed 
to fulfil this objective.  It is aimed at ensuring that the individual needs of each client are as-
sessed and provided for. Each client receives appropriate supports related to their individual 
needs and the needs of industry, thus enabling them to remain job ready and motivated to take 
up employment as soon as the opportunity arises.  

Question No. 446 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRU02850Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRU02900447. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will out-
line any planned changes to the rural social scheme. [58128/12]

16/01/2013WRU03000479. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Social Protection the level of fund-
ing the rural social scheme will receive in the future; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1208/13]

16/01/2013WRU03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
447 and 479 together.

The rural social scheme provides income support for farmers and those engaged in fishing 
who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 
19½ hours per week to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities.  The scheme 
currently provides work opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff.  
The funds allocated for 2013 amount to €45m.  This level of funding will allow the scheme to 
continue along the same lines as in previous years but does not allow for the recruitment above 
the numbers stated above.  
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The Department of Social Protection has just published A Review of Social Employment 
Schemes. The Review seeks to assess the effectiveness of a range of schemes, including the 
rural social scheme in supporting the Department’s activation role. The review questions the 
effectiveness of the rural social scheme in terms of labour market activation and raises the pros-
pect of its transfer to another Department.

Whilst I have no immediate proposals to alter the scheme I can advise that the recommenda-
tions made in the Review will be discussed at a stake-holders conference in February and that 
the feedback from that conference will be considered when the scheme is reviewed. In overall 
terms all schemes are being considered in the context of labour market activation and com-
munity support in order to determine their primary objective and to ensure that schemes are 
aligned, merged or replaced as appropriate.

Question No. 448 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRU03250State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

16/01/2013WRU03300449. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
examine the entitlement to contributory pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58146/12]

16/01/2013WRU03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Section 110(1)(b) of the Social 
Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005 provides that a self-employed contributor shall not be re-
garded as satisfying the qualifying conditions for State pension (contributory) unless all self-
employed PRSI contributions payable by him or her have been paid. 

The person concerned applied for State pension (contributory) on 22 March 2012.  His ap-
plication was disallowed because according to the records of the Department, he had an out-
standing PRSI liability for the 2006 tax year.  

I can now confirm that the person concerned has paid outstanding liabilities for the 2006 tax 
year and his record has been updated to reflect this.  

His State pension application can now be re-examined and he will be notified of the out-
come without delay.

16/01/2013WRU03450National Internship Scheme Numbers

16/01/2013WRU03500450. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider ex-
tending the JobBridge scheme to other institutions in the public service, such as Met Éireann, 
to enable people with the relevant qualifications to get work experience; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [58180/12]

16/01/2013WRU03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will be aware, 
JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, provides internship opportunities of either 6 or 
9 months for unemployed individuals in organisations in the private, public and community 
voluntary sectors and at present is limited to individuals who are in receipt of certain social 
welfare payments (Jobseekers Allowance/Jobseekers Benefit/One Parent Family Payment/Dis-
ability Allowance) or are signing on for credits for at least 3 of the last 6 months (78 Days).

The JobBridge Scheme has made significant progress to-date since it came into operation 
on the 1st July 2011. 13,232 internships had commenced by 27th December, 2012, with 5,612 
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participants on an internship and 2,083 opportunities advertised on www.JobBridge.ie on that 
date. By that date, 2,911 placements had been made with Public Sector bodies, representing 
22%   of the total number of placements, reflecting a significant commitment by the Public 
Sector to JobBridge.  

If they otherwise comply with the requirements of the Scheme, no Public Sector body is 
excluded from participating as a host organisation in JobBridge.  However, their participation 
is a matter for those bodies themselves.

The interim evaluation of JobBridge by Indecon International Economic Consultants (pub-
lished on 5th October, 2012) states that 52.3% of JobBridge finishers progressed into employ-
ment with either their host organisation or another employer since finishing their internship.  
These progression rates compare favourably with European averages in this area. Given that, 
in the past, some labour market programmes have been seen as having insignificant or even 
negative impacts on employment probabilities, this suggests JobBridge is an appropriate labour 
market intervention.

Further information on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of the ongoing formal evalu-
ation of JobBridge. It is anticipated that the final Report will be available in the coming weeks. 
This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge Scheme, it will 
provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a measurement of the 
relevance of that experience to the labour market, analysis of age categories and further find-
ings concerning progression into employment. It will also present recommendations on how 
the Scheme might be improved.  It is at this stage that further consideration will be given to 
amending the terms and conditions of the Scheme. Any such amendments to the scheme will be 
notified via the website.

16/01/2013WRU03650Child Benefit Eligibility

16/01/2013WRU03700451. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing child benefit (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58181/12]

16/01/2013WRU03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child Benefit is not generally pay-
able in respect of children who are resident outside the State.  However, special arrangements 
do apply where a parent is working here and the children are resident in another EU Member 
State. 

The social security rights of people living and working in the EU are governed by EU regu-
lations which co-ordinate social security systems and are designed to ensure that people are not 
disadvantaged by moving within the EU to take up work.

For the purposes of the EU regulations, Irish child benefit is classified as a family benefit 
and there are specific rules governing the payment of these benefits. EU nationals who come 
to work in Ireland but whose families reside in another EU Member State may have an entitle-
ment to family benefits in Ireland under the EU regulations. As a Member State of the European 
Union, Ireland is bound to apply these regulations in accordance with the objective of the EC 
Treaty regarding free movement of persons.

Before payment is made in respect of children resident in other EU countries it is necessary 
to contact the authorities in the country of residence of the children to confirm details and es-
tablish what, if any, family benefits are payable in the home country as this will impact on any 
entitlement under the Irish system. Once payment has commenced, as part of the Department’s 
on-going control programme, these customers are required to confirm periodically their contin-
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ued entitlement to benefit.  Where questions arise in relation to entitlement, or there is a delay 
in responding to enquiries from the Department, payment is suspended pending investigation.

Changes to EU legislation to modify child benefit entitlements in respect of non-resident 
children requires the agreement of the EU Commission as any proposals for amendments must 
be tabled by it. I have raised the issue with the Commission and with relevant Ministers from 
other EU countries. The Commission stressed the importance attached to the system of coor-
dinating social security for the role it plays in encouraging and facilitating free movement of 
people across the Union and indicated extreme reluctance to introduce changes along the lines 
that have been discussed in this country because they would discriminate against migrant work-
ers and would not be in line with judgements of the Court of Justice of the European Union in 
this area.

In 2012 the total cost of paying child benefit in respect of children resident in other EU 
countries was approximately €13 million, down some 36% on 2008 when such costs peaked.

16/01/2013WRU03850Sick Pay Scheme Reform

16/01/2013WRU03900452. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding the introduction of a statutory sick pay scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [58192/12]

16/01/2013WRU04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
introduction of a scheme of statutory sick pay was considered in the context of Budget 2013 
and while the decision was taken not to progress it at this time, there are a number of critical 
policy issues underpinning consideration of statutory sick pay and indeed social welfare reform 
generally that require attention. These include the on-going need to address the deficit in the 
social insurance fund from which illness benefit, amongst other insurance-based benefits and 
pensions, is paid.  There is also an imperative to limit progression from short-term illness to 
long-term illness or disability as well as to incentivise the active management of absenteeism 
and to contribute more broadly to the enhancement of the health of workforce.   

I am pleased to say that the Government has already taken some actions to address these 
policy issues. 

Insofar as the social insurance fund is concerned, I introduced measures in Budget 2013 
which are designed to increase the income to the Fund.  From January 2013, the Employee’s 
PRSI-Free Allowance of €127 per week (for those paying PRSI Class A, E and H) and €26 per 
week (for those paying PRSI Class B, C and D) has been abolished. Employees who earn €352 
or less per week continue to have no liability to make a PRSI contribution and are not affected 
by the abolition of the weekly PRSI-Free Allowance.

In addition, the exemption from PRSI in respect of self-employed earned income (from a 
profession or trade) and any other unearned income e.g. rental income available to employees 
who pay PRSI at Classes B, C and D (a minority of the civil and public sector) is being abol-
ished and all such income will now become liable to PRSI at the rate of 4%. The minimum 
annual PRSI contribution for people with annual self-employed income over €5,000 is being 
increased from €253 per annum to €500 per annum.

More widely, the Deputy will be aware of the reforms to the sick-pay arrangements which 
have been introduced by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and 
which will have a positive effect on absenteeism rates in the public sector.
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On a general note, I can assure the Deputy that ongoing reforms of the social welfare system 
will continue to be introduced in ways which are sensitive to the pressures facing employees 
and employers and against the wider economic background which requires that overall spend-
ing on social welfare programmes is reduced while ensuring that the most vulnerable sectors of 
society are protected.

16/01/2013WRU04050Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRU04100453. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
domiciliary care appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [58196/12]

16/01/2013WRU04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 27th 
August 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 14th   December 
2012 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRU04250Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRU04300454. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [58202/12]

16/01/2013WRU04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 7th of August 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRU04450Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRU04500455. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1009/13]

16/01/2013WRU04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 15th May 2012. 
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRV00150Family Income Supplement Applications
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16/01/2013WRV00200456. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a family income supplement payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Mayo; if same will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1011/13]

16/01/2013WRV00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made a first 
time application for family income supplement (FIS) on 5 November 2012.

To qualify for FIS a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment as an em-
ployee which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours 
per fortnight or 19 hours per week.   

Following their application, the case of the person concerned was referred to a social welfare 
investigator.  Upon receipt of the social welfare investigator’s report, a deciding officer decided 
that FIS was not payable on the ground that the employment concerned is self-employment.  As 
FIS is only payable to employees, the application has been refused.  

However, other arrangements exist whereby self-employed people on low earnings can re-
ceive additional payments under the social welfare system. Self-employed people whose in-
come falls below the rate of jobseeker’s allowance (JA) appropriate to their family circum-
stances are entitled to claim assistance.      

The rate of assistance payable depends on the person’s means.  In assessing means, account 
is taken of the net income which the applicant may reasonably expect to receive in the next 
year, and all expenses necessarily incurred by the applicant in carrying out the business are 
disregarded.  

The person concerned should enquire into his entitlements, in this regard, at his local social 
welfare office.

16/01/2013WRV00350Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRV00400457. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for carer’s allow-
ance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1031/13]

16/01/2013WRV00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 15th June 2012. 
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRV00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRV00600458. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a review 
and decision will be made on an appeal in respect of a person in County Mayo who had their 
invalidity pension withdrawn; if this person will be given a medical review on foot of the extra 
information supplied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1032/13]

16/01/2013WRV00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of invalidity pension, to 
the person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an assessment by a Med-
ical Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was medically unsuitable.

An appeal was registered on 2nd January 2013 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has 
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advised me that, in accordance with the statutory procedures, the relevant department papers 
and the comments of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of the appeal have been sought.  In 
that context, an assessment by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitle-
ments.

16/01/2013WRV00750One-Parent Family Payment Appeals

16/01/2013WRV00800459. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on a one-parent family appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1036/13]

16/01/2013WRV00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned together with the relevant Departmental 
papers and the comments of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal was received in that 
office on 9th January 2013.  The case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRV00950Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRV01000460. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will approve 
an application for rent supplement in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [1046/13]

16/01/2013WRV01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has made 
an application for rent supplement and was requested to provide further information on the 5th 
October 2012 in order to process his claim. A decision will be made on his application when the 
information has been provided.

16/01/2013WRV01150Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRV01200461. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. 
[1049/13]

16/01/2013WRV01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 20th October 
2011.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of 
the opinion that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter 
issued on the 17th July 2012 refusing the allowance. The person in question subsequently sub-
mitted further medical evidence for review on 14th August 2012.  The additional evidence has 
recently been assessed by a medical assessor and the application is now with a deciding officer 
for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
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Question No. 462 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRV01450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRV01500463. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will is-
sue on a carer’s allowance appeal application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1058/13]

16/01/2013WRV01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 29th June 2011. 
This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who found that the 
caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. The deciding officer further 
decided that the applicant was not habitually resident in the State.  A letter issued on the 10th of 
March 2012 notifying the person concerned of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right 
of review or appeal. 

The person in question requested a review of this decision. Following the review, the caree 
in question was found to be medically eligible. The habitual residency condition has also been 
reviewed. The application is with a deciding officer for a revised decision. Once processed, the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRV01650Carer’s Allowance Payments

16/01/2013WRV01700464. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on any changes in the payments made to carer’s in the years 2002 and to date, including 
in Budget 2013, in tabular form; the numbers that qualified for the various payments in each 
of the years concerned; the overall budget for carer’s supports from her Department in each of 
those years in tabular form; the data that is available to her Department that enables a compari-
son to be made to financial supports to carer’s in other EU countries; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1067/13]

16/01/2013WRV01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The estimated expenditure on car-
ers in 2012 is over €771 million: €509 million on carer’s allowance, €24 million on carer’s 
benefit, €135 million on the respite care grant and €103 million on domiciliary care allowance.  
This represents an increase of almost €20 million on expenditure in 2011.  Carer’s also receive 
a free travel pass at an annual cost of €6 million and carers who reside with the care recipient 
are eligible for the household benefits package at an annual cost of approximately €30 million.  

The principal source of data for other jurisdictions is MISSOC, the ‘Mutual Information 
System on Social Protection / Social Security’.  The system includes information on Social 
Protection in all 27 Member States of the European Union, the three countries of the European 
economic area - Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway - as well as Switzerland.

The tables below provide the information requested by the Deputy:

    Changes to Rate of Respite Care Grant - 2002-2013
Year Rate of Grant€ % change over previous year
2002 635 25
2003 735 15.7
2004 835 13.6
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Year Rate of Grant€ % change over previous year
2005 1,000 19.8
2006 1,200 20
2007 1,500 25
2008 1,700 13.3
2009 1,700 0
2010 1,700 0
2011 1,700 0
2012 1,700 0
2013 1,375 -19
Changes 
to Rate of 
Carer’s Al-
lowance – 
Under Age 
66 – 2002 
-2013

Rate                      
€

 Increase             €  Increase %  

2002 122.60                10.23 9.1%
2003 129.60                  7.00 5.7%
2004 139.60                10.00 7.7%
2005 153.60                14.00 10.0%
2006 180.00                26.40 17.2%
2007 200.00                20.00 11.1%
2008 214.00                14.00 7.0%
2009 220.50                  6.50 3.0%
2010 212.00                 (8.50) -3.9%
2011 204.00    (8.00) -3.8%
2012 204.00 0 0
2013 204.00 0 0
Changes to Rate of Carer’s Allowance – Over Age 66 - 2002-2013

Rate                      €  Increase              €  Increase %   

2002 137.80                12.73 10.2%
2003 147.80                10.00 7.3%
2004 157.80                10.00 6.8%
2005 169.80                12.00 7.6%
2006 200.00                30.20 17.8%
2007 218.00                18.00 9.0%
2008 232.00                14.00 6.4%
2009 239.00                  7.00 3.0%
2010 239.00                 0.00                     0.0%
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Year Rate of Grant€ % change over previous year
2011 239.00                 0.00                     0.0%
2012 239.00                 0.00                     0.0%
2013 239.00                 0.00                     0.0%
Changes to Carer’s Benefit

Rate                      €  Increase              €  Increase              %             
2002 132.70                10.17 8.3%
2003 139.70                   7.00 5.3%
2004 149.70                10.00 7.2%
2005 163.70                14.00 9.4%
2006 180.70                17.00 10.4%
2007 200.70                20.00 11.1%
2008 214.70                14.00 7.0%
2009 221.20                  6.50 3.0%
2010 213.00                 (8.20) -3.7%
2011 205.00 (8.00) -3.8%
2012 205.00 0.00                     0.0%
2013 205.00 0.00                     0.0%
Expenditure on Carer’s schemes

Carer’s Allow-
ance 

Carer’s Benefit 
(1)        

Respite Care 
Grant (2) 

Total (5) % Increase 
(year on 
year) 

€000 €000 €000 €000
2002 160,042 5,807 n/a 165,849 24.9%
2003 183,273 6,943 n/a 190,216 14.7%
2004 210,277 7,698 n/a 217,975 14.6%
2005 223,059 9,588 34,302 266,949 22.5%
2006 284,584 16,688 50,458 351,730 31.8%
2007(3) 361,257 26,900 73,376 461,533 31.2%
2008 450,260 33,666 98,204 582,130 26.1%
2009 502,469 30,204 99,200 631,873 8.5%
2010 501,789 26,288 128,097 656,174 3.8%
2011 507,193  24,474 130,392 662,059    -0.8%
2012 (est) 509,170 24,072 135,490 668,732 1.0%
2013 (est) 534,200 24,300 110,650 669,150 0.06%
% increase 
2000-2010

Total expenditure on all carers schemes has increased by 570% from 2000 to 
2012

1: Carer’s benefit was introduced in 2000 2: Expenditure on respite care grant is included 
in carer’s allowance or carer’s benefit expenditure for the years 2000 to 2004 inclusive3: 
Half-rate carer’s allowance was introduced in September 2007This table does not, for 
comparability purposes, include expenditure on domiciliary care allowance which was 
transferred to the Department during the course of 2009. Expenditure in 2010 was €95.7, 
2011 was €99.9 million, 2012 was €102.5 million (est) and estimated expenditure for 2013 
is €106.8 million.
Recipients of Carer’s Allowance and Carer’s Benefit 2002 – 2012
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Year Carer’s Allowance Carer’s Benefit
2002 20,395 615
2003 21,316 639
2004 23,030 679
2005 24,970 867
2006 27,474 1,647
2007 33,067 2,080
2008 43,569 2,249
2009 48,223 1,917
2010 50,577 1,642
2011 51,666 1,637
Number of Respite Care Grants paid in 2010 and 2011

Scheme 2010 2011
Carer’s Allowance 38,260 39,600

Carer’s Benefit 1,720 1,200
Domiciliary Care Al-

lowance
25,500 26,700

Standalone RCG 6,500 5,600
Total 71,980 73,100

The figures for Carer’s Benefit , Domiciliary Care Allowance and Standalone RCG are ap-
proximate.

  Note:   There were 51,666 people in receipt of carer’s allowance, including half-rate carer’s 
allowance in 2011. The reason for the lower number of grants for carer’s allowance in the table 
above is because some people were awarded the grant as part of the domiciliary care allowance 
prior to being awarded carer’s allowance.   

Data in relation to respite care grant is not readily available over a longer period.  However, 
it can be noted that all recipients of carer’s allowance or carer’s benefit would automatically 
have received this payment.

People receiving more than one Respite Care Grant 2011

Carer’s Allowance Carer’s Benefit Domiciliary Care Allowance
· 2,850 in respect of 
two care recipients· 91 in 
respect of three care recipi-
ents· 7 in respect of four 
care recipients· 2 in 
respect of five care recipi-
ents

· 94 in respect of two 
care recipients· 1 in 
respect of three care recipi-
ents

· 1,509 in respect of 
two children· 124 in respect 
of three children· 10 in 
respect of four children

Total  3,061 Total  96 Total 1,787
Question No. 465 answered with Question No. 412.

16/01/2013WRV01950Social Welfare Code Issues

16/01/2013WRV02000466. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will give consid-
eration to supports to carer’s who need additional financial aid in respect of respite costs; and if 
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she will make a statement on the matter. [1069/13]

16/01/2013WRV02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am aware that the reduction in 
the respite care grant is very difficult for carers.  However, in order to allow us to protect the 
core weekly payments which people receive such as pensions, disability and carer’s allowance, 
the Government had to look very carefully at other additional payments, such as the respite care 
grant. I have no plans to introduce additional financial aid in respect of respite costs.   

Carers receive significant income supports from the Department, among the highest rates 
of income support in Europe. Carers receive additional support in the form of free travel and 
household benefits (for those who live with the person for whom they care), and the annual 
respite care grant in respect of each person for whom they care.  If a person is getting certain 
qualifying social welfare payments and also providing full time care and attention to another 
person, they can keep their main social welfare payment and get the half-rate carer’s allowance 
as well. They can also receive an extra half-rate carer’s allowance if they care for more than 
one person.  

The income disregard and means test for carers is the most generous within the social wel-
fare system.  A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint annual income of up to 
€35,400 can qualify for maximum payment carer’s allowance which such a couple earning 
€59,300 will still qualify for the minimum rate.  

Expenditure on carers has increased significantly in recent years.  The estimated expendi-
ture on carers in 2012 was over €771 million:  €509 million on carer’s allowance, €24 million 
on carer’s benefit, €135 million on the respite care grant and €103 on domiciliary care allow-
ance. This represents an increase of almost €20 million on expenditure in 2011. There are al-
most 52,000 people in receipt of carer’s allowance. Of these, over 23,000 are getting half-rate 
carer’s allowance in addition to another social welfare payment at an annual cost of some €90 
million. There are over 1,600 people in receipt of carer’s benefit.  The numbers in receipt of a 
carer’s allowance payment from the Department have increased by more than 150% in the last 
10 years from 20,000 in 2001 to 52,000 in 2012. Expenditure on the carer’s allowance scheme 
has increased by almost 220% in the same period.

The respite care grant is paid to approximately 70,000 people each year, with some 5,000 
people in receipt of more than one grant as they care for more than one person.  This includes 
people who are in receipt of the carer’s allowance, the domiciliary care allowance (DCA) and 
carer’s benefit.  Persons who are in receipt of both DCA and carer’s allowance receive one 
respite payment.  In addition, some 5,000 carers not in receipt of a carer’s payment receive the 
grant.  

The rate of the respite care grant has also increased significantly in the last ten years from 
€635 in 2002 to €1,700 in 2012. Expenditure on the grant has increased by 290% since 2005 
from €34.3 million to €135 million in 2012.

While the respite care grant is an important income support for carers, respite services are 
provided by the HSE, not through income supports provided by the Department of Social Pro-
tection.  A survey carried out in 2006 indicated that the respite care grant, in the majority of 
cases, is not used for respite care.

If a person getting a social welfare payment has a once-off exceptional expense which they 
cannot reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income, they may apply for an ex-
ceptional needs payment under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme.
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16/01/2013WRV02150Home-makers Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRV02200467. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of applica-
tions that have been received before the deadline to register retrospectively for home makers 
credits; her plans to review the situation and consider allowing further registration for credits 
for past years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1070/13]

16/01/2013WRV02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The homemaker scheme makes 
qualification for the State pension (contributory) easier for those who take time out of the work-
force for caring duties.  The scheme was introduced in and took effect from 1994.  The scheme 
allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age or incapacitated adults to 
be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes.

The homemaker disregard will not, of itself, qualify a person for a pension.  The standard 
qualifying conditions, which require a person to enter insurance ten years before pension age, 
pay a minimum of 520 contributions at the correct rate and achieve a yearly average of at least 
10 contributions on their record from the time they enter insurance until they reach pension age, 
must also be satisfied. 

The conditions for this scheme are provided for in secondary legislation each year by way 
of regulation.  This regulation allows for the extension of the time limit for applications. In 
this regard,  Statutory Instrument No. 567 of 2012 was signed by me on 21 December 2012 to 
extend the registration deadline for applications from people who commenced homemaking du-
ties between 6 April 1994 and 31 December 2012  to 31 December 2013.  Therefore, the ques-
tion regarding the consideration of allowing further registration of retrospective claims and the 
numbers of applications received before the deadline does not arise.  

I have no plans to backdate the homemaker scheme. While my Department will keep this 
scheme under review, any improvements which could result in further costs for the Exchequer 
could only be considered in a budgetary context.

16/01/2013WRV02350National Internship Scheme Numbers

16/01/2013WRV02400468. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person who 
has completed a JobBridge internship and who had previously started but not completed a Job-
Bridge internship might be considered for a new placement under any circumstances; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1075/13]

16/01/2013WRV02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): All participants in JobBridge, the 
National Internship Scheme, who have completed an internship or who have started but not 
completed an internship are eligible for a second  placement.  The Scheme provides for a maxi-
mum of two internships per individual over a combined period of 9 months (39 weeks).  This is 
subject to all other eligibility criteria being met.

JobBridge is a targeted labour market activation intervention intended to assist jobseekers to 
break the cycle where they are unable to get a job without experience, to provide those seeking 
employment with the opportunity to gain work experience, maintain close links with the labour 
market and to enhance their skills and competencies through an internship opportunity, thereby 
improving their prospects of securing employment in the future. The scheme gives individuals 
a real opportunity to gain valuable experience to bridge the gap between study and the begin-
ning of their working lives. It is has been launched in this  targeted way to ensure that it does 
not replace or displace the normal operation of the labour market, which is an essential element 
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of Ireland’s economic recovery.

The JobBridge Scheme has made very significant progress in achieving those objectives 
since it came into operation on the 1st July 2011. By 27th December, 2012, 13,232 internships 
had commenced, with 5,612 participants on an internship and 2,083 opportunities advertised on 
www.JobBridge.ie   as of that date.

The interim evaluation of JobBridge by Indecon International Economic Consultants (pub-
lished on 5th   October, 2012) states that 52.3% of JobBridge finishers progressed into employ-
ment with either their host organisation or another employer since finishing their internship. 
These progression rates compare favourably with European averages in this area. Given that, 
in the past, some labour market programmes have been seen as having insignificant or even 
negative impacts on employment probabilities, this suggests JobBridge is an appropriate labour 
market intervention.

Further information on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of the ongoing formal evalu-
ation of JobBridge. It is anticipated that the final Report will be available in the coming weeks. 
This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge Scheme, it will 
provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a measurement of the 
relevance of that experience to the labour market, analysis of age categories and further find-
ings concerning progression into employment. It will also present recommendations on how 
the Scheme might be improved.  It is at this stage that further consideration will be given to 
amending the terms and conditions of the Scheme. Any such amendments to the scheme will be 
notified via the website.

Question No. 469 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRV02650Disability Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRV02700470. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied). [1087/13]

16/01/2013WRV02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
08th January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or. If required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeal against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 471 answered with Question No. 415.

16/01/2013WRV02950Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRV03000472. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
on an application for carer’s allowance will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 4; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1151/13]

16/01/2013WRV03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 21st February 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person con-
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cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRV03150Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRV03200473. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their appeal for invalidity pension; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1153/13]

16/01/2013WRV03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRV03350Illness Benefit Appeals

16/01/2013WRV03400474. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an application for illness benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1164/13]

16/01/2013WRV03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
27th   November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the docu-
mentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeal against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRV03550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRV03600475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an appeal against a decision to disallow an application for carer’s allowance in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1165/13]

16/01/2013WRV03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 
9th January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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16/01/2013WRV03750Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRV03800476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding jobseeker’s allowance in respect of persons (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1167/13]

16/01/2013WRV03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeals by the persons concerned were referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 30th   November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeals based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeal against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRV03950Family Income Supplement Eligibility

16/01/2013WRV04000477. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
condition for qualification for family income supplement that requires the applicant to work a 
minimum of 19 hours a week as, if companies choose to employ staff on short working weeks, 
those employees cannot earn sufficient income at work and at the same time cannot get any top 
up income from the State thereby leaving their families at greater risk of poverty; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1180/13]

16/01/2013WRV04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The family income supplement 
(FIS) payment provides income support for employees on low earnings with children. The 
payment is designed to preserve the financial incentive to take-up or remain in employment in 
circumstances where the employee might be marginally better off in employment than on social 
welfare payments.

To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment 
which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per 
fortnight or 19 hours per week. A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the 
qualification criteria. The applicant must also have at least one qualified child who normally 
resides with them or is supported by them. Furthermore, the average family income must be be-
low a specified amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.

The “hours worked” eligibility criteria has been reduced significantly since the introduction 
of the scheme in 1984. The requirement was initially set at 30 hours per week but was progres-
sively reduced to 19 hours per week in 1996.

I have no immediate plans to make any significant changes to the qualifying criteria for 
FIS. Further reducing the “hours worked” requirement could only be decided on in a budget-
ary context. More generally, I recognise that creating jobs and tackling poverty are two of the 
key challenges that we face. It is essential that our tax and social protection systems play their 
part in addressing these issues and ensure that work is worthwhile. To this end, I established 
an Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and 
experience in order to address a number of specific issues. These include making cost-effective 
proposals for improving employment incentives and achieving better poverty outcomes, par-
ticularly child poverty outcomes. In this regard the Group is currently examining the issue of 
working age supports, which includes consideration of in-work supports such as FIS.
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16/01/2013WRV04150Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRV04200478. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1187/13]

16/01/2013WRV04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 18th 
December 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 479 answered with Question No. 447.

16/01/2013WRW00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRW00200480. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare has had their carer’s allowance payment stopped; if this decision 
may be appealed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1210/13]

16/01/2013WRW00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s allowance payments 
ceased on 27th December 2012 in respect of the person in question as, following a review, it 
was decided that the medical criteria were no longer satisfied.

To be entitled to a carer’s allowance the person being cared for, if aged under 16, must be 
in receipt of a domiciliary care allowance.  If over the age of 16 the person being cared for 
must be so incapacitated as to require full time care and attention.  In this case, when the caree 
reached the age of 16, a review of the medical eligibility was carried out.  The person in ques-
tion submitted medical evidence in support of the continuing entitlement to carer’s allowance.  
This medical evidence was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of 
the opinion that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.

A letter issued on 28th November 2012 notifying the person concerned that the carer’s al-
lowance payment would cease, the reasons for it and of her right of review or appeal.  No fur-
ther medical evidence has not been received to date nor has an appeal been lodged.

16/01/2013WRW00350Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRW00400481. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason jobseeker’s 
allowance was refused in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; if she will con-
firm that an appeal has been lodged; when a determination will be made on the appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1223/13]

16/01/2013WRW00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 28th 
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December 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRW00550Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRW00600482. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9 and 
if she can expedite a decision on same. [1225/13]

16/01/2013WRW00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 18th of January 
2012.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of 
the opinion that the carees in question were not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A let-
ter issued on the 17th July 2012 refusing the allowance.

The person in question subsequently submitted further medical evidence for review on 31st 
August 2012.  The additional evidence has recently been assessed by a medical assessor and the 
application is now with a deciding officer for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRW00750Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRW00800483. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made regarding an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1226/13]

16/01/2013WRW00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 3rd of May 2012.  
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

Question No. 484 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRW01050Pension Provisions

16/01/2013WRW01100485. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding self-employed contractors; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1267/13]

16/01/2013WRW01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Pensions are a long-term invest-
ment aimed at ensuring that people have an adequate income in retirement.  Government policy 
supports this aspiration through generous tax reliefs.  At present, people are generally only per-
mitted to access their pension savings at the retirement age defined in their pension schemes.  
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Schemes may also have early retirement provisions from age 50 and when retirement is caused 
by ill-health, benefits may be paid regardless of age.  In the case of Personal Retirement Sav-
ings Accounts (PRSAs) and Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs), benefits may be taken at 
any time after age 60 and from any age in the case of ill-health.  As the purpose of pensions is 
to promote a secure and adequate income in retirement, there is no provision to facilitate early 
access to core pension savings for the purposes of providing loan security.

The Minister for Finance announced, as part of Budget 2013, that access to 30% of Addi-
tional Voluntary Contributions (AVC’s) on pensions will be allowed subject to a marginal tax 
rate of 41%.  This option to withdraw will be available for 3 years from the passing of Finance 
Bill 2013.  The introduction of this measure is designed to allow people, who have provided for 
a good retirement through a core pension but who have an immediate financial need, to access a 
portion of their pension pot before they retire.  There are no plans to extend this limited access 
option further.

There are a number of reasons why early withdrawals of pension savings are generally not 
permitted, the principal one being that funds, and the associated tax relief on contributions, 
are designed to support people in later life to ensure they have an adequate income.  This 
requires that pensions must be long term vehicles based on the principle that savings will be 
“locked away” until retirement.  The issue of early access has been considered in detail by an 
inter-departmental ad-hoc group, chaired by the Department of Social Protection.  The group 
concluded that the principle of pension savings being “locked away” until pension age should 
be maintained.  The Interdepartmental Group on Mortgage Arrears also examined the issue of 
early access to pensions and did not recommend such an approach.

Younger people in pension schemes are unlikely to have significant pension savings and 
where their pension scheme has incurred losses, as many have over the past number of years, 
early withdrawal of funds would mean very poor value for money.  There is no guarantee the 
funds could be repaid or that people could make up these losses.  Where people are close to 
retirement, an early withdrawal of funds could significantly diminish the pension they receive 
as they may not have time before retirement age to fill the gap left by such a withdrawal.  The 
Deputy will be aware that the Government has engaged the OECD to conduct an independent 
review of long term pension policy in Ireland.  I have asked the OECD to consider the issue of 
early access to pension savings as part of its review.

16/01/2013WRW01250Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRW01300486. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the 2012 targets set 
for her Department for implementation of the Action Plan for Jobs; if she will report on the 
attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps she is tak-
ing within her Department to create new jobs; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[1288/13]

16/01/2013WRW01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There were a number of targets set 
for the Department of Social Protection in the Jobs Action Plan.  The targets and their update 
are listed: 

Target:- Simplify and extend the Employer Job (PRSI) Incentive Scheme, which exempts 
employers from liability to pay their share of PRSI for certain employees.  The scheme will be 
extended to cover the first 18 months of employment.

Action:- The Employer Job (PRSI) Incentive was simplified and extended again to the end 
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of 2012.  The exemption was increased from 12 to 18 months for eligible employers who create 
jobs from 1 January 2012; 

Target:- Eligibility criteria for the scheme will be amended to: Allow time spent on the Work 
Placement Programme and JobBridge count as the qualifying period for the scheme; Allow 
persons on eligible payments undertake short SOLAS courses without impacting on their eli-
gibility; Allow time spent in casual unemployment count towards the qualifying period for the 
scheme, where a person is progressing to a new full time job offered by a different employer; 
Allow linking periods for illness payments provided on qualifying payment immediately prior 
to commencement of employment.  

Action:- Eligibility criteria for the scheme were broadened in 2012 to allow time spent on 
Job Bridge, Work Placement Programme, Community Employment, Rural Social Scheme, Tús, 
Back to Education Allowance And  short FÁS training courses to count towards the qualifying 
period for the scheme.  

Now, eligible persons on JobBridge and Work Placement Programmes may be employed 
directly from those schemes once the required 6 month qualifying period has been satisfied.  
In addition, jobseekers payments paid in conjunction with periods of casual employment may 
count towards satisfying the 6 month qualifying period, as will breaks in jobseekers payments 
as a result of periods of illness during which illness benefit is paid Stats.  

In 2012, 780 employers were awarded exemptions in respect of 1030 employees.

Target:- increased takeup of support schemes available to employers who take on additional 
workers, such as Employer Job (PRSI) Incentive Scheme, by increasing employers’ awareness 
of the schemes through relevant Departments, agencies and business and employer representa-
tives; we will actively monitor the takeup of the schemes and remove any identified obstacles to 
increased takeup. (Joint target with Revenue, DJEI, Enterprise agencies, employer representa-
tives).  

Action:- As part of the launch of Intreo, the Department produced promotional material 
on the schemes in question.  The Minister also hosted seven employer road-shows around 
the country highlighting the availability and benefits of the schemes.  These events included 
information booths from the Department and the Revenue Commissioners and also involved 
employers providing personal testimonials as to the benefits of the schemes.  Around 2,000 at-
tended these events.  The Department will continue to engage with employers and related repre-
sentative bodies/groups and provide information and guidance on the full range of employment 
services and supports available and how these can be accessed.  

Issue to persons who are over one year unemployed a certificate to present to employers of 
eligibility for Revenue Job Assist.  

Action:- Work is being undertaken by senior officials in a number of Departments to finalise 
a revised employer incentive initiative, to encourage employers to hire individuals that are 
long-term unemployed.  The proposal to issue a certificate is currently on hold pending deci-
sions on this new initiative; 

Target:- Examine the availability of affordable childcare for people on lower incomes to de-
termine whether existing schemes could be expanded to support people to take up employment. 
(Joint target with D/Children & Youth Affairs).  

Action: €14 million from DSP savings will be allocated to DCYA to provide 6,000 school-
age childcare places (i.e. part-time childcare places) on a phased basis during 2013.  The scheme 
will commence with a pilot in early 2013; 
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Target:- Ensure that labour activation programmes continue to be aimed at enhancing the 
employability of the unemployed, reskilling, upskilling and keeping redundant workers/unem-
ployed persons close to the labour market and are tailored specifically to the needs of this cohort 
of unemployed. (Joint target with Department of Education and Skills).  

Action: MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions, is part of the 
Government’s Action Plan for Jobs initiative and is currently being rolled out by the Depart-
ment of Education.  MOMENTUM will support the provision of free education and training 
projects to allow 6,500 jobseekers (who are unemployed for 12 months or more) to gain skills 
and to access work opportunities in identified growing sectors.  MOMENTUM will provide 
eligible jobseekers with access to a range of quality education and training projects; Links to 
identified job vacancies and employers; Work placement and support; Relevant industry and 
NFQ (National Framework of Qualifications) Certification.  

Under the scheme, LMETF (Labour Market Education and Training Fund) funding is being 
utilised to provide education and training solutions nationwide to the needs of both unemployed 
individuals and employers within the context of four themes.  The first three themes are based 
on ‘clusters of occupations’.  These have been chosen because there is evidence available which 
shows that these skills are associated with relatively good employment opportunities.  Theme 4 
is dedicated to under 25s and will provide a solid foundation for them to gain employment and/
or continue in further education and training that will progress them into employment.

In addition, the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) scheme run by the Department of 
Social Protection provides income maintenance, along with a contribution to education costs, 
for unemployed people returning to further or higher education, which provides a pathway to 
employment.  Almost 26,000 people are participating in the BTEA in the current academic year.  

Furthermore, those participating in part-time third-level programmes under the Spring-
board programme are also entitled retain any existing entitlement to Jobseekers Benefit/Al-
lowance.  Provision has been made for 6,000 places in 36 institutes of technology, universities 
and privately-run higher education colleges.  In total, participant can choose from 220 Spring-
board courses.  These courses are in the expanding enterprise areas of ICT, medical devices, 
the green economy, pharmaceuticals, food and beverages, and international financial services.  
Programmes are available in cutting edge cross-enterprise skills such as Six Sigma, lean and 
quality systems, international selling, languages, business start-up and entrepreneurship skills.  
Courses are free, part-time, and are at certificate, degree and postgraduate level.

With respect to job/work placement opportunities, there are a number of schemes/pro-
grammes available that are focussed on work experience, most notably JobBridge (the National 
Internship Scheme).  Since its launch in July 2011, the Government’s JobBridge initiative has 
had over 13,000 commencements.  Those participating on this traineeship scheme retain their 
unemployment payment and are also paid an extra €50 a week.  An interim evaluation of the 
scheme suggests that the scheme has been very positive for both participants and employers.

The Department supports unemployed people who create jobs through self-employment.  
Currently, about 12,000 people are being supported under the Back to Work Allowance scheme 
and the Short-term Enterprise Allowance scheme.  

 The Department also manages a number of schemes providing temporary employment on 
works and services of value to the community.  There are currently 26,000 people participat-
ing on Community Employment and Tús.  As part of Budget 2013, the Government approved 
10,000 new places across CE, TÚS, JobBridge and a new social employment scheme with the 
Local Authorities.
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16/01/2013WRW01450Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRW01500487. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for a review of the decision to refuse an application for a carer’s allowance in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1294/13]

16/01/2013WRW01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 4th August 2011.  
This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of the 
opinion that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A letter 
issued on the 12th of April 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person in question subsequently 
submitted further medical evidence for review on the 4th September 2012.  This medical evi-
dence is awaiting medical assessment by a medical assessor.  On completion of all the necessary 
investigations as part of this review, a decision will be made and the person in question will be 
contacted directly with the outcome.

16/01/2013WRW01650Disability Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRW01700488. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
appeal in relation to a disability allowance claim in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1310/13]

16/01/2013WRW01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th July 
2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 10th January 2013 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 489 and 490 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRW01950Carer’s Benefit Appeals

16/01/2013WRW02000491. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their appeal for carer’s benefit; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1331/13]

16/01/2013WRW02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 05th 
November 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 15th November 
2012 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
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tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRW02150Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRW02200492. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
invalidity appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1332/13]

16/01/2013WRW02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 25th 
October 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRW02350Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

16/01/2013WRW02400493. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection when she expects the 
review group she established to examine the domiciliary care allowance to conclude its work; 
if she will provide a report; if she intends to then publish this report; the number of times the 
group has met; the dates on which the group has met; the full membership of the review group; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1340/13]

16/01/2013WRW02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The review of the domiciliary care 
allowance (DCA) scheme, announced in May 2012, has been concluded and I have recently 
received the report of the group.  It is my intention to publish the report when I have an op-
portunity to consider its findings and recommendations.  The group undertaking the review was 
chaired by Ms. Sylda Langford and comprised of three representatives of the Department of 
Social Protection, a representative from the Department of Health, Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, Department of Children and Youth Affairs, the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office, the National Disability Authority, four parent/advocacy group representatives, including 
three from a working group established by Downs Syndrome Ireland, Inclusion Ireland, Irish 
Autism Action, Special Needs Parents Association, the Carers Association, Midlands Regional 
Forum of People with Disabilities and the fourth representing the DCA warriors group.  In ad-
dition a researcher with expertise in the area was part of the group.  The group met on seven 
occasions between July and December 2012.

16/01/2013WRW02550Ministerial Meetings

16/01/2013WRW02600494. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has met with 
the carer’s association since her appointment; if she plans to meet with them again in the near 
future; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1341/13]

16/01/2013WRW02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I met with the Carers Association 
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as part of the pre-budget forum on 16th September, 2011 and again on 12th October, 2012.  
These fora are attended by about thirty representative organisations, including the Carers As-
sociation.  Each of the organisations has the opportunity to present their key priorities for con-
sideration in advance of the budget.  My officials meet two to three times a year with the Carers 
Association as part of a structured dialogue with a range of community and voluntary groups.  
These meetings are normally co-chaired by the Deputy Secretary General of my Department 
and by a representative of the groups.

My Department also hosts an annual meeting of carer representative groups.  This includes 
representatives from Government Departments and agencies involved in providing services for 
carers, and the broad spectrum of groups representing carers, the disabled and the elderly.  In 
addition, individual meetings are arranged from time to time between my officials and the Car-
ers Association to discuss particular issues as they arise.  I am satisfied that these arrangements 
provide the opportunity for the Carers Association to engage in a meaningful way with my 
Department and to contribute to the development of policy in respect of carers.

16/01/2013WRW02750Social Insurance Issues

16/01/2013WRW02800495. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection her policy in relation 
to assisting self-employed persons access to social welfare supports as the need arises; when 
she expects to advance any plans to address current difficulties experienced by self-employed 
persons in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1343/13]

16/01/2013WRW02900548. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration 
has been given by her Department to revise the social insurance system for self employed per-
sons, that would allow them to have access to assistance from the State at times when they are 
unable to gain employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1961/13]

16/01/2013WRW03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
495 and 548 together.

Self-employed persons are liable for PRSI at the Class S rate of 4% which entitles them to 
access long-term benefits such as State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or sur-
viving civil partner’s pension (contributory).  Ordinary employees who have access to the full 
range of social insurance benefits pay Class A PRSI at the rate of 4%.  In addition, their employ-
ers make a PRSI contribution of 10.75% in respect of their employees, resulting in the payment 
of a combined 14.75% rate per employee under full-rate PRSI Class A.  (For employees earning 
less than €356 per week, the rate of employer’s PRSI is 4.25%).

In 2011 I established the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare to meet the commit-
ment made in the Programme for Government.  The Advisory Group will, inter alia, examine 
and report on issues involved in providing social insurance cover for self-employed persons in 
order to establish whether or not such cover is technically feasible and financially sustainable.  
The Advisory Group’s overall method of working is based on producing modular reports on 
the priority areas identified in the Terms of Reference.  Where possible, the aim is to provide 
recommendations that can be acted upon in time for the annual budget, estimates and legisla-
tive cycle and to allow the Government to best address its commitments under the EU-IMF 
Programme of Financial Support.  The Group has been considering the issue of social insurance 
coverage for the self-employed and will submit its report once its examination of the various 
questions has been completed.

The third Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund, as at 31 December 2010, was 



16 January 2013

399

completed by consultants KPMG in June 2012 and laid before each House of the Oireachtas 
on 24 August 2012.  The Review covers a 55 year period from 2011–2066 and builds on the 
findings of the 2000 and 2005 Actuarial Reviews of the Fund.  One of the issues examined in 
the 2010 Review was the long-term cost implications to the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) and 
the break-even contributions rates required to provide invalidity pensions to the self-employed 
and to provide jobseeker’s benefit for self-employed workers.  The report found that the effec-
tive annual rate of contribution, or the required contribution as a percentage of salary, needed to 
provide the core full-rate State pension (contributory), which is the benefit currently available 
to self-employed contributors, is approximately 15%.  This compares favourably with the 4% 
rate currently paid by the self-employed.  An incremental increase in contribution rates from 
approximately 15% to 16% would be required if jobseeker’s benefit in addition to core State 
pension (contributory) is provided.  The average contribution rate required for the core State 
pension (contributory) plus jobseeker’s benefit and the invalidity pension is estimated to be in 
the region of 17.3%.

Any proposals to revise the social insurance system for self-employed persons by extending 
social insurance entitlements will have to be considered in a budgetary context, taking account 
of the finding of the Actuarial Review that the self-employed achieve very good value for mon-
ey compared with the employed – when the comparison includes both employer and employee 
contributions in respect of the employed person.

Self-employed workers may access social welfare supports by establishing eligibility to as-
sistance-based payments such as jobseeker’s allowance and disability allowance.  In the case of 
jobseeker’s allowance they can apply for the means-tested jobseeker’s allowance if their busi-
ness ceases or if they are on low income as a result of a downturn in demand for their services.  
In general, their means will take account of the level of earnings in the last twelve months in 
determining their expected income for the following year and, in the current climate, account is 
taken of the downward trend in the economy.  As in the case of a non-self-employed claimant 
for jobseeker’s allowance or disability allowance, the means of husband/wife, civil partner or 
co-habitant will be taken into account in deciding on entitlement to a payment.

16/01/2013WRW03050Child Benefit Reform

16/01/2013WRW03100496. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection the date on which she 
received the expert report on reforming the child benefit system; the membership of this ex-
pert group; the terms of reference of this expert group; when she intends to bring the report to 
Government; when she will publish the report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1345/13]

16/01/2013WRW03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Creating jobs and tackling poverty 
are two of the key challenges that Ireland now faces and it is essential that our tax and social 
protection systems play their part in addressing these issues.  To this end, and in line with com-
mitments contained in the Programme for Government, I established in June 2011 the Advisory 
Group on Tax and Social Welfare, with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and experience to 
examine a number of specific issues.  This includes making cost effective proposals for improv-
ing employment incentives and achieving better poverty outcomes, particularly child poverty 
outcomes.  The Group’s Terms of Reference and the current membership of the Group are set 
out in the following.

The Group’s overall method of working is based on producing modular reports on the prior-
ity areas identified in the Terms of Reference.  The Group commenced its work programme by 
prioritising the area of family and child income supports and submitted its report to me on 28 
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March 2012.  Since then I have been considering the Group’s findings and have held discus-
sions with colleagues in Government on the issues raised in the report.  I intend to formally 
bring this report to Cabinet later this month and thereafter publish it subject to agreement.

Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare - Terms of Reference

1. The Government agreed the following terms of reference for the Advisory Group: 

a. To constitute a forum to which the Minister for Social Protection may refer specific issues 
around the income supports and tax systems so that they provide good incentives to take up 
work and to contribute to the reduction of poverty and child poverty in particular. In particular, 
the Advisory Group will examine the following specific issues and make recommendations on: 
i. Child and family income supports (in particular child benefit, increases for qualified children 
and the family income supplement); ii. Working age income supports (including unemployment 
payments and similar payments made by other agencies, one parent family payment, one parent 
family tax credit, back to work tax credit, increases for adult dependants as well as secondary 
benefits such as medical cards and rent and mortgage supplementary payments); iii. The appro-
priate unit of assessment in both the tax and social welfare codes; iv. How to address identified 
anomalies in the interaction of tax and social welfare codes.

b. To examine and report on issues involved in providing social insurance cover for self-
employed persons in order to establish whether or not such cover is technically feasible and 
financially sustainable;

c. To examine and report upon how to improve interaction between the tax, social welfare 
systems and other supports so as to improve the operation of both in a cost-effective way and in 
the delivery of positive social and economic outcomes; 

d. To examine and report upon any other issue that may be referred to the Group by the 
Minister for Social Protection following consultation with the Ministers of Finance and Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the agreement of the Minister for Finance on taxation matters.

It is intended that the Advisory Group should consider any proposals for change to existing 
arrangements in a cost-neutral or cost-reducing context.  2. Following Budget 2012, the Minis-
ter for Social Protection, Joan Burton T.D. refers the following additional terms of reference to 
the Advisory Group: a. To examine and report on the policy objectives underpinning the Budget 
2012 proposals regarding: i.e. Changes in the eligibility criteria and rates of payment for Dis-
ability Allowance (DA); ii. The increase in the age threshold for payment of Domiciliary Care 
Allowance (DCA); b. To assess the effectiveness of the Budget 2012 proposals in delivering 
on the policy objectives taking account, inter alia, the ease of implementation and the timing/
phasing of implementation; and c. To consider alternative ways as to how the policy objectives 
might be achieved.

Current Membership of the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare 

Ita Mangan, Chairman of the Advisory Group

John Bohan, Department of Social Protection

Micheál Collins, Nevin Economic Research Institute

John Conlon, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Gerry Harrahill, Office of the Revenue Commissioners

Catherine Hazlett, Department of Children and Youth Affairs
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Paul Kealy, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation

Pat Mahon, Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PwC)

Geralyn McGarry, Citizens Information Board

Aebhric McGibney, Dublin Chamber of Commerce

Brenda McVeigh, Department of Finance

Mary P. Murphy, Department of Sociology, National University of Ireland, Maynooth

Brian Nolan, School of Applied Social Science in UCD

Marie Sherlock, SIPTU

John Sweeney, National Economic and Social Council

16/01/2013WRW03250Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRW03300497. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the 
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1352/13]

16/01/2013WRW03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 16th of July 
2012.  The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRW03450Carer’s Allowance Delays

16/01/2013WRW03500498. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of outstand-
ing claims awaiting decision for carer’s allowance and for family income support; the average 
time for processing a claim; the reasons for the delay; the reasons the appeals office does not 
publish its decisions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1353/13]

16/01/2013WRW03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): While the time taken at present to 
process some carer’s allowance claims is not satisfactory, good inroads have been made over 
the last number of months by my Department to clear the current backlog and a plan is in place 
to process the remaining backlogged claims by the end of Q1 2013.  I am happy that the actions 
they are taking will achieve this.

The number of applications awaiting decision for carer’s allowance at the end of December 
2012 was approx. 8,550.  The number of applications which were awaiting decision in mid-
June 2012 was 11,600.  Following the completion of a major service delivery modernisation 
project, an in-depth business process improvement (BPI) project was completed for the carer’s 
allowance scheme.  This project focused on optimising output and customer service and the re-
duction of backlogs.  The outcome of the review is the division of work into two streams.  From 
Monday 3 September 2012, one team concentrates on dealing with new claim intake and pro-
cesses these without delay and the other team is working on the backlog which is ring-fenced 
with a clear and targeted plan for its elimination.  Additional resources have been  allocation 
to this task and the claim clearance plan is continually monitored in order that the backlog is 
eliminated in the shortest possible timeframe.
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With regard to family income supplement claims (FIS), at the end of December 2012 there 
were 7,360 new FIS applications and 3,391 renewal applications awaiting approval. FIS claims, 
both new and renewal, received on or after the 5th November 2012 are currently being pro-
cessed without delay.  An in-depth business process improvement (BPI) project has recently 
been completed for the FIS scheme.  The outcome of this review is a detailed plan outlining the 
process required to manage both the continuous weekly intake and backlog claims clearance.  
This plan sees the current weekly new claim and renewal intake processed by one team, while 
the backlog is ring-fenced and a focused team assigned to this work with a clear plan for its 
elimination by end of Q1.  Claims which are approved by the backlog team will be backdated 
to the date of claim or the date of expiry of the previous claim, as appropriate, and all arrears 
due will be paid.

The issue of publishing all appeal decisions was the subject of recent High Court case 
Ikraam Jama v Minister for Social Protection 11 October 2011 seeking that the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office would publish decisions, suitably anonymised, for the purpose of assisting ap-
pellants and their representatives in making an appeal.  The Judge in that case found that there 
was no duty on the SWAO to maintain a database for public access.

In the course of that challenge, comparisons were drawn with the Social Security Com-
missioners in Northern Ireland, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal and the Equality Tribunal who 
do publish their decisions.  In 2010, the Social Security Commissioners in Northern Ireland 
finalised 141 decisions, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal finalised 2,783 and the Equality Tribunal 
finalised 322 whereas the Social Welfare Appeals Office finalised 28,166 decisions in the same 
period.  It is this very issue of scale that would make the provision of such a database a vast 
undertaking requiring the allocation of significant resources.  The Chief Appeals Officer pub-
lishes a number of case studies in her annual report which serve to clarify the process by which 
appeals are determined.

16/01/2013WRW03650Disability Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRW03700499. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
appeal for disability allowance will be determined in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1354/13]

16/01/2013WRW03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The disability allowance applica-
tion by the person concerned was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an assessment 
by a Medical Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was medically 
unsuitable.  An appeal was registered on 19th  November 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office has advised me that, in accordance with the statutory procedures, the relevant depart-
ment papers and the comments of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of the appeal have been 
sought.  In that context, an assessment by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitle-
ments.

16/01/2013WRW03850Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRW03900500. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
to date in the determination of an appeal in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1356/13]
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16/01/2013WRW04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment 
for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who 
satisfy the contribution conditions.  This department received a claim for invalidity pension for 
the person concerned on 14 March 2012.  The medical evidence provided by the claimant in 
support of his claim was examined by a medical assessor who was of the opinion, based on the 
evidence provided, that the person concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as he does not 
satisfy the medical criteria.  The application for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding 
officer.  The person in question was notified of this decision and the reason for it.

The person concerned has appealed the decision and submitted further medical evidence 
which is currently awaiting review by a medical assessor.  If, following this review, it is decided 
that he still does not satisfy the medical criteria, his file and all relevant papers will be prepared 
and forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.  If the claimant satisfies 
the medical criteria, a revised decision will be made by a deciding officer and he will be noti-
fied of same.

Question No. 501 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRW04150Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

16/01/2013WRW04200502. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for 
refusal of jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1366/13]

16/01/2013WRW04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance claim 
of the person concerned was disallowed as the Deciding Officer contended that she failed to 
give a true and accurate account of her circumstances.  The decision not to award the claim was 
upheld on appeal.

16/01/2013WRW04350Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRW04400503. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; if she will 
expedite the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1393/13]

16/01/2013WRW04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 28 
November 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRW04550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRW04600504. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
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carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [1409/13]

16/01/2013WRW04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an appeal was registered on 14th November 2012 and, in accordance with 
the statutory requirements, that office contacted the person concerned asking her to set out the 
complete grounds of her appeal.  On receipt of her response the appeal will proceed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister of Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRX00150Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

16/01/2013WRX00200505. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection the vetting or inspec-
tion that takes place of persons in receipt of carers’ payments, or who have applied for such 
payments, to ensure that they are acting as carers. [1429/13]

16/01/2013WRX00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s Allowance is a social as-
sistance payment made to persons who are providing full-time care and attention to elderly 
people or to people with disabilities and whose income falls below certain limits.  The principal 
conditions for receipt of the allowance are that full-time care and attention is required and be-
ing provided, that the means test which applies is satisfied and that the applicant is habitually 
resident in the State.

The application form for carer’s allowance includes a section concerning the requirement of 
the care recipient for full time care and attention, this part must be certified by the care recipi-
ent’s treating physician, normally their G.P.  The application form also requests information 
from the applicant in respect of all of the other conditions.  If any information is omitted or is 
unclear, a deciding officer may request supplementary information from the applicant or may 
forward the file to a social welfare inspector for further investigation.  Once the supplementary 
information is provided or the inspector returns a report and on completion of all the necessary 
investigation, a deciding officer will make an overall decision on the applicant’s eligibility for 
carer’s allowance.

For the carers allowance scheme, a programme of control reviews is carried out annually 
to ensure on-going entitlement.  Customers are selected for review according to the risk of 
their circumstances changing, either in terms of medical eligibility, changes in their means or 
other changes of circumstances that may affect their entitlement.  In addition, reviews are also 
undertaken arising from various data matching exercises carried out where the Department’s 
data is compared to relevant data held by, for example, Revenue, the Private Rental Tenancies 
Board and the General Registrar’s Office.  Control reviews are also carried out, as appropriate, 
in response to anonymous reports received from the public.  In 2012, over 19,000 reviews were 
carried out on carer’s allowance cases.

16/01/2013WRX00350Live Register Numbers

16/01/2013WRX00400506. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the current 
number of citizens signing on at the unemployment exchanges in Kilbarrack and Coolock, 
Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1461/13]
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16/01/2013WRX00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of the 
Department, as of end December 2012, the number of people on the Live Register at Kilbar-
rack Local Office and Coolock Intreo Centre is 5,117 and 4,548 respectively.  The following is 
a breakdown of these figures in relation to categories male/female and over/under 25 years of 
age.

Kilbarrack
Both sexes                                                 
Under 25 years 739
25 years and over 4,378
All ages 5,117
Male
Under 25 years 493
25 years and over 2,827
All ages 3,320
Female
Under 25 years 246
25 years and over 1,551
All ages 1,797
Coolock
Both sexes
Under 25 years 891
25 years and over 3,657
All ages 4,548
Male
Under 25 years 566
25 years and over 2,485
All ages 3,051
Female
Under 25 years 325
25 years and over 1,172
All ages 1,497

16/01/2013WRX00550Social Insurance Issues

16/01/2013WRX00600507. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will outline the so-
cial insurance coverage obtained by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12 who has been con-
tributing in various forms and in receipt of credits in different stages between 1962 and 1993; 
if he will agree to pay the relevant pension to this person who is now 66 years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1464/13]

16/01/2013WRX00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of the 
Department, the person concerned has a total of 2,060 full-rate contributions and credits record-
ed from 1962 to 2012, giving him a yearly average of 41 contributions.  He reached 65 years of 
age on 22 June 2011 and claimed State pension (transition) at that time.  He was awarded this 
pension, from 23 June 2011, at the personal weekly rate of €225.80, this being the payment rate 
applicable to applicants in the yearly-average 40-47 banding.

The person concerned transferred to State pension contributory on reaching 66 years of age 
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on 22 June 2012 and has continued to receive this weekly rate of pension.  This is his maximum 
State pension (contributory) entitlement.

16/01/2013WRX00750Disability Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRX00800508. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection when a social welfare 
appeal hearing will be held in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath re-
garding an application for disability allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1499/13]

16/01/2013WRX00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
09th January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRX00950Employment Support Services

16/01/2013WRX01000509. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amount spent 
on the design and roll out of Intreo, the new public service brand for the one-stop-shop for em-
ployment services and welfare entitlements; if she will detail exactly what the redesign involved 
and what the money was spent on; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1514/13]

16/01/2013WRX01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The costs arising during the devel-
opment of the new service identity related to the initial design, the design implementation (in-
cluding signage), some translation costs, the cost of royalty free images and trademark search 
& registration.  The costs to date, is approximately €153,235, which can be broken down as 
follows: 1. Re-branding (Design development and implementation) €59,516.; 2. Promotional 
Activity (Information Leaflets): €19,417; 3. Signage (interior and exterior): €74,302.  Please 
note that the signage relates to 11 offices implemented in 2012.  However we are awaiting in-
voices for interior signage at 7 of these offices.

A particular effort was made to keep costs down during the development of the new identity, 
through procuring services via public tender from various suppliers to ensure cost effectiveness.  
The initial work on the development of the identity and new name and logo of the new service 
was carried out by Creative Inc.  Following a separate tender, work on the implementation of 
the new name and identity in the Department’s offices was carried out by Language Ltd.

16/01/2013WRX01150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRX01200510. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1524/13]

16/01/2013WRX01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 10th October 
2011.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of 
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the opinion that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A let-
ter issued on the 3rd July 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person in question subsequently 
appealed this decision and submitted further medical evidence on the 16th July 2012.  The ad-
ditional evidence has now been assessed by a medical assessor and the application is now with 
a deciding officer for a further decision.  Once processed, the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRX01350Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRX01400511. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1532/13]

16/01/2013WRX01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 5th of June 2012.  
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

  Question No. 512 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRX01650Tax and Social Welfare Codes

16/01/2013WRX01700513. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the resources, including Information technology consultancy and departmental expenditure, 
devoted to examining the possibility of taxing benefits paid to higher earners. [1554/13]

16/01/2013WRX01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Questions relating to taxation are 
primarily a matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance.  However consideration of what 
issues might need to be addressed around the taxation of social protection benefits do arise from 
time of time.  For example, general issues arising for the social protection system around taxa-
tion of benefits were considered by my Department as part of its submission to the Commission 
on Taxation.  Furthermore, issues arising from any decision to tax child benefit are considered 
by my Department such as in its policy and value for money review of child income support 
payments, published in 2010, and as part of its support to the Advisory Group on Tax and Social 
Welfare, whose report in this area is currently under consideration.  It is not possible to quantify 
Departmental resources used in this way.

If the Government decided in principle to tax child benefit, there is a number of policy, leg-
islative and administrative issues that would have to be addressed.  While the nature of these 
issues would depend on the precise nature of any proposals to tax payments, these issues could 
include for instance the appropriate calculation of family income, the treatment of married and 
co-habiting couples and the potential for disincentive effects for income earners as it would add 
to reduce the return from higher earnings.  In the absence of a more specific decision to progress 
on these lines, my Department has not addressed these specific issues in detail.

The Department has effective ICT systems in place to support inter-system communica-
tions with the Revenue Commissioners and has been exchanging data with Revenue for over 
30 years in order to deliver welfare services and support tax collection.  There may be some 
small amendments required to facilitate an additional data type being exchanged, but costs, if 
any would be minimum.
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16/01/2013WRX01850Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/01/2013WRX01900514. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[1592/13]

16/01/2013WRX02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
17th December 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 515 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRX02150Social Welfare Overpayments

16/01/2013WRX02200516. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason 
her Department is seeking money from a person (details supplied) in Dublin 1; her views on 
whether it is acceptable to seek repayment of €75 per week from their disability pension; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [1617/13]

16/01/2013WRX02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment 
for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who 
satisfy the contribution conditions.  The Department is obliged to make all reasonable efforts to 
recover debts owing to it.  The person concerned incurred an overpayment of €51,305.00 cover-
ing the period 6 January 2005 to 17 March 2010 as he was working while in receipt of invalidity 
pension and did not have permission to do so.

In a letter dated 26 October 2012 the person in question indicated that he would begin re-
payments of a manageable amount each week.  Taking into account contents of his letter and 
his household income, a deciding officer made a decision to request repayments of €75.00 per 
week.  Having contacted the department on 3 January 2013 regarding the deduction amount 
being too high, the person concerned was requested to write in with full details of his ability to 
repay.  As soon as this letter is received, the overpayment recovery plan will be reviewed and 
he will be notified of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRX02350Invalidity Pension Payments

16/01/2013WRX02400517. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons in receipt of invalidity pension at the present time; the number of persons formerly 
in receipt of invalidity pension who, during 2012, were notified that they are no longer eligible 
for the payment on foot of a review by her Department’s medical assessor.  [1622/13]

16/01/2013WRX02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On 31 December 2012, there were 
50,053 claimants in receipt of an invalidity pension.  760 invalidity recipients whose continu-
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ing eligibility was reviewed in 2012 have been notified that they are no longer eligible for this 
payment on medical grounds.  Any invalidity pension recipient whose payment is disallowed 
on medical or other grounds is notified of their right of appeal to the independent Social Welfare 
Appeals Office.

16/01/2013WRX02550Family Income Supplement Eligibility

16/01/2013WRX02600518. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons in receipt of 
family income supplement will lose payments after claiming illness benefit; and the alternative 
supports in place for persons who find themselves in this situation. [1623/13]

16/01/2013WRX02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Family income supplement (FIS) 
is designed to provide support to employees on low earnings with families.  To qualify for pay-
ment of FIS a person must be engaged in full time insurable employment which is expected to 
last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per fortnight or 19 hours 
per week.  A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the qualification criteria.  
The applicant must also have at least one qualified child who normally resides with them or is 
part of a family supported by them.  Furthermore the average family income must be below a 
specified amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.

Section 247(7) the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005, provides for the withdrawal of 
FIS after 6 weeks where a person is in receipt of illness benefit or injury benefit.  Accordingly 
a person receiving FIS who is temporarily off work through illness can claim illness or injury 
benefit in addition to their FIS payment for a period of 6 weeks.  After 6 weeks continuous ab-
sence payment of FIS is suspended until the person returns to work and ceases claiming illness 
or injury benefit.

The short term income support payments available to people absent from work due to ill-
ness or injury are illness benefit or injury benefit.  People absent from work for longer periods 
due to illness or injury and who satisfy the qualifying conditions can avail of income support 
through the invalidity pension or disability allowance schemes.  Increases for qualified adults 
and qualified children can be claimed with all of these payments as appropriate to the person’s 
circumstances.

16/01/2013WRX02750National Internship Scheme Numbers

16/01/2013WRX02800519. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection if the possibility of 
permitting an exception to the current minimum hours requirement for jobbridge placements 
has been considered in the context of the independent evaluation of the scheme with a view to 
accommodating interns with disabilities; if she will be amenable to such a recommendation; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1631/13]

16/01/2013WRX02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will be aware, 
JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, provides internship opportunities of either 6 or 
9 months for unemployed individuals in organisations in the private, public and community 
voluntary sectors and at present is limited to individuals who are in receipt of certain social 
welfare payments (Jobseekers Allowance/Jobseekers Benefit/One Parent Family Payment/Dis-
ability Allowance) or are signing on for credits for at least 3 of the last 6 months (78 Days).

The Deputy refers to the requirement that an intern is required to participate in the scheme 
for a minimum of 30 and a maximum of 40 hours per week.  JobBridge is a targeted labour 
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market activation intervention intended to assist jobseekers to break the cycle where they are 
unable to get a job without experience, to provide those seeking employment with the opportu-
nity to gain work experience, maintain close links with the labour market and to enhance their 
skills and competencies through an internship opportunity, thereby improving their prospects 
of securing employment in the future.  The scheme gives individuals a real opportunity to gain 
valuable experience to bridge the gap to the beginning of the rest of their working lives.

Further information on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of the ongoing formal evalu-
ation of JobBridge.  It is anticipated that the final Report will be available in the coming weeks.  
This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge Scheme, it will 
provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a measurement of the 
relevance of that experience to the labour market, analysis of age categories and further findings 
concerning progression into employment.  It will also present recommendations on how the 
Scheme might be improved.  It is at this stage that further consideration will be given to amend-
ing the terms and conditions of the Scheme including the minimum hours to be undertaken by 
interns (including those with disabilities).  Any such amendments to the scheme will be notified 
via the website.

I would further advise the Deputy that there are a number of other schemes available to 
assist people with disabilities return to the work place.  These include Work Placement Pro-
gramme which specifies the minimum number of hours to be undertaken as 25 per week.

  Question No. 520 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRX03050Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRX03100521. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made on an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1649/13]

16/01/2013WRX03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th Oc-
tober 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRX03250Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

16/01/2013WRX03300522. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of people in 
Ballymun, Dublin, in receipt of Disability Allowance, Blind Pension, Invalidity Pension, Illness 
Benefit, Widows/Widowers Contributory Pension, Widows / Widowers Non-Contributory Pen-
sion and Deserted Wives Benefit.  [1652/13]

16/01/2013WRX03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Information relating to a client’s 
address is entered into scheme payment systems in free text fields, which allows for the input 
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of the address across several fields in Irish, English and abbreviated format.  When this is com-
bined with possible spelling errors and possible non-disclosure of the exact geographic loca-
tion of the client’s residence, it is difficult to accurately report persons in receipt of any Social 
Welfare payment in a particular area.

At the end of December 2012 there were 1,213 people identified as residing in Ballymun, 
Dublin in receipt of Disability Allowance, Blind Pension, Invalidity Pension, Illness Benefit, 
Widows/Widowers Contributory Pension, Widows/Widowers Non-Contributory Pension and 
Deserted Wives Benefit.  I have set out below a breakdown of these recipients by scheme.

Scheme Recipients
Disability Allowance 541
Blind Pension 17
Invalidity Pension 137
Illness Benefit 156
Widow’s,Widower’s/Surviving Civil Part-
ner’s Contributory Pension

264

Widow’s,Widower’s/Surviving Civil Part-
ner’s              Non-Contributory Pension

7

Deserted Wives Benefit 91
Total 1,213
Please note that these statistics are minimum levels for Ballymun based on the address re-

strictions mentioned above.

16/01/2013WRX03450National Internship Scheme Numbers

16/01/2013WRX03500523. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will investigate a 
company (details supplied), which is a participant in the JobBridge programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1694/13]

16/01/2013WRX03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Deputy has brought to my at-
tention a number of serious allegations in relation to the operation of JobBridge, the National 
Internship Scheme, in a particular set of circumstances.  The Department treats with the utmost 
seriousness any suggestion that the Scheme is being operated inappropriately and investigates 
all such suggestions thoroughly.  Officials in my Department have indicated to me that this is 
the first occasion that this matter has been brought to the attention of the Department.  I would 
advise the Deputy that there is an established process in place for dealing with issues of this na-
ture through the ‘Contact Us’ section on the JobBridge website.  I have requested Departmental 
officials to investigate the matters that the Deputy has raised and I will write to the Deputy as 
soon as I have received a report of the investigation.

16/01/2013WRX03650Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRX03700524. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
domiciliary care allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1707/13]

16/01/2013WRX03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received on the 24th September 2012.  This application was referred 
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to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who considered that the child was not medically 
eligible for DCA.  A letter issued on the 22nd October 2012 outlining the decision to refuse the 
allowance.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision.

As part of the appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new information sup-
plied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined and 
will be forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office, if necessary.

16/01/2013WRX03850Social Welfare Benefits Issues

16/01/2013WRX03900525. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if urgent attention and 
assistance will be given to a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1708/13]

16/01/2013WRX04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt 
of the one parent family payment at a weekly amount of €327.20.  The person concerned is also 
in receipt of Rent Supplement at a monthly rate of €414.70 based on rent of €900 per month.  
This calculation is correct based on her income.  An officer from the Department has contacted 
the person concerned directly.  The person concerned is under threat of eviction as the person 
concerned has apparently not been paying their portion of the rent to the landlord.  The person 
concerned stated that they were not receiving maintenance for the last number of weeks.  The 
officer advised that they contact the family law courts regarding non-payment of maintenance 
and to advise the officer when they have done this.  The person concerned has not done so to 
date but the officer will again make contact with the person tomorrow the 17th of January for 
an update on this.  The office will endeavour to provide every financial assistance possible in an 
effort to avoid the threatened eviction.

16/01/2013WRX04050Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRX04100526. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the number of persons in the State in receipt of home help hours while also 
being cared for by persons who are in receipt of carer’s benefit; if she or her Department of-
ficials have ever discussed with the Health Service Executive the reason any person cared for 
by a person receiving carer’s benefit and the respite care grant should require home help hours 
also. [1711/13]

16/01/2013WRX04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s allowance and carer’s ben-
efit are paid to people who are caring for a person who needs full-time care and attention.  They 
are intended as an income support for the carer and not to supplement the cost of care.  In many 
cases the care recipient will be in receipt of an income support payment in their own right, for 
example disability allowance or a State pension.

Home help supports, respite and other services are provided by the HSE.  The individual 
need for these supports will vary depending on the condition of the care recipient.  The fact that 
a carer is in receipt of a carer’s allowance or carer’s benefit does not preclude the person being 
cared for from receiving supports from the HSE.

A person who is caring for someone on a full-time basis with a serious illness or severe 
mental or physical disability may not be in a position to provide for all the care needs of this 
person on a round the clock basis.  They may need additional support by way of a home help 
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sometimes for just a few hours a week to do their weekly shopping for example or attend per-
sonal appointments, including providing for their own medical welfare.  In addition, a person 
in receipt of carer’s allowance may work for up to fifteen hours per week outside the home.  I 
would be concerned at any suggestion that a person be automatically disbarred from receiving 
home help support purely on the basis that a carer was in receipt of carer’s allowance.  Officials 
in my Department have regular consultation with their colleagues in the Department of Health 
and the HSE on matters of concern for carers and the full range of supports for carers from the 
two Departments.

16/01/2013WRX04250Social Welfare Benefits Reviews

16/01/2013WRX04300527. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection from December 
2011 to December 2012, the number of reviews that were undertaken of persons receiving in-
validity pension; of those reviews, the number upheld and the number refused in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1716/13]

16/01/2013WRX04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information that you request-
ed is set out in the following table.  For the invalidity pension scheme, a programme of control 
reviews is carried out annually to determine continuing entitlement to the scheme.  Customers 
are selected for review according to the perceived risk of their circumstances changing, either 
in terms of medical eligibility, changes in employment status or other changes in circumstances 
that may affect entitlement.

In addition, reviews are also carried out arising from various data matching exercises car-
ried out between the Department’s data and data held by, for example, the Revenue Commis-
sioners, Private Rental Tenancies Board and the General Registrar’s Office.  Control reviews 
are also carried out, as appropriate, in response to anonymous reports received from the public.

Month Invalidity Reviews No change inEligi-
bility

Change in Eligibility

December 2011 71 52 19
January to December 
2012

10,566 9,624 942

      Question No. 528 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRY00150Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRY00200529. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. 
[1722/13]

16/01/2013WRY00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 14 
December 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
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social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRY00350Social Welfare Benefits Applications

16/01/2013WRY00400530. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
payment for carer’s allowance which has been deemed medically eligible since last September 
but has not been finalised yet; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1728/13]

16/01/2013WRY00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 22 September 2011.  
The person concerned was refused carers allowance on the grounds that the care recipient is 
not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations.  She was 
notified of this decision and the reason for it. 

The person in question requested a review of this decision and submitted additional medical 
evidence in support of the application on 14 June and on 25 July 2012.  This supplementary in-
formation was forwarded to the Department’s medical assessor for consideration.  Upon review, 
the caree was deemed eligible on medical grounds.  The application is with a deciding officer 
for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRY00550Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

16/01/2013WRY00600531. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the length of time 
it takes for awarded appeals for allowances such as carer’s, disability and invalidity pension to 
go into payment; her views on whether this is an acceptable timeframe; if she will review same 
to allow for a quicker process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1731/13]

16/01/2013WRY00700532. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the length of time 
it takes to process allowances such as disability, carer’s and invalidity pension from the date on 
which they have been medically approved to when they go into payment; her views on whether 
this is an acceptable timeframe; if she will consider reviewing same to allow for a quicker pro-
cess; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1732/13]

16/01/2013WRY00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
531 and 532 together. 

It is not possible to provide accurate statistics in respect of the specific parameters of your 
question as the time lags in these two circumstances are not separately recorded.

However, I can say that in respect of all three schemes the putting into payment of suc-
cessful appeals is prioritised as far as possible.  Both carer’s allowance and invalidity pension 
scheme areas report that no significant delays are occurring in this work at present and that the 
matter is kept under close review.  In the disability allowance scheme area, the time taken to 
put successful appeals into payment has increased recently.  Measures are being taken to ensure 
that this is addresses.

Regarding your question concerning the time lapse between an opinion being received from 
a medical assessor regarding the medical eligibility of a claim and a claim being approved, this 
is directly related to claim processing times generally within the scheme areas.

The Department is undergoing a major service delivery modernisation programme to im-
prove the way it delivers it service to customers and to help it to deal with the significant in-
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crease in the number of applications for schemes being received in recent years.  The years 2011 
and 2012 saw the roll-out of new service delivery systems in the long-term illness schemes i.e. 
invalidity pension (IP), carer’s allowance (CA) and disability allowance (DA).  Following the 
deployment of the new system, an in-depth business process improvement (BPI) project was 
initiated in each of the schemes, aimed at providing capacity to deal with weekly intake of ap-
plications, eliminate backlogs and ensure that the optimum efficiencies were realised from the 
new system.

The BPI programme commenced in invalidity pension (IP) section in May 2012.  At that 
time, there were approx. 7,300 new IP claims awaiting a decision.  As of now, all new IP claims 
are dealt with upon receipt,  all  backlogged claims are actions and the number of claims await-
ing  further information to allowed a decision be made has reduced very significantly to approx. 
3,450. 

While the time taken at present to process some carer’s allowance claims is not satisfactory, 
good inroads have been made over the last number of months by my Department to clear the 
current backlog and a plan is in place to process the remaining backlogged claims by the end of 
Q1 2013. I am happy that the actions they are taking will achieve this.

Since September 2012, a system has been put in place in carer’s allowance (CA) to deal 
promptly with new applications being received and to eliminate the backlog of applications 
awaiting decision.  At present, there are approx. 8,380 new CA applications awaiting decision; 
this compares to approx. 11,600 applications which were awaiting decision in mid-June 2012.  
It is expected that the remainder of backlogged CA claims will be actioned  by the end of March 
2013.

The service delivery modernisation project was fully deployed for disability allowance 
(DA) in mid-November 2012.  A business process improvement project is underway there at 
present with a view to putting together a plan, similar to those successfully implemented for IP 
and CA, for the prompt processing of weekly intake and the elimination of the current backlog.  
At present there are approximately 7,900 new DA applications awaiting decision.  While the 
plan has not yet been finalised and rolled-out, it is anticipated that the backlog of DA applica-
tions will be eliminated by the end of Quarter 2 2013.

16/01/2013WRY00850Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRY00900533. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made in an appeal application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1744/13]

16/01/2013WRY01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 7 De-
cember 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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16/01/2013WRY01050Social Welfare Benefits Applications

16/01/2013WRY01100534. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
on an application for carer’s application will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 8; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1748/13]

16/01/2013WRY01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 13 March 2012.  
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/01/2013WRY01250Social Welfare Benefits Applications

16/01/2013WRY01300535. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
on a partial capacity payment appeal will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 2; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1749/13]

16/01/2013WRY01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 
29  November 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of 
appeal be sought.  In that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried 
out.  The person concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been 
completed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.    Question No. 536 withdrawn.

16/01/2013WRY01650Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

16/01/2013WRY01700537. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department 
advises landlords of property where rent supplement is being paid, of their obligations to reg-
ister with the Private Residential Tenancies Board; if the Department monitors this situation 
to ensure this requirement is complied with; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[1801/13]

16/01/2013WRY01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  Currently, there are approximately 
88,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided €403 million for 
2013. 

Under the legislative provisions governing rent supplement, the Department’s relationship 
is with the tenant.  The Department does not engage directly with landlords to advise them of 
their legal obligations to register with the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB). 

Registration with the PRTB is not a condition for payment of rent supplement. Landlords 
are legally obliged to register tenancies with the PRTB within one month from the start date of 
the tenancy or at a later date on payment of an increased fee.  For this reason, it is not practi-
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cable for the Department to insist that a tenancy be registered with the PRTB before payment of 
rent supplement can be made.  There are also instances where a rent supplement tenancy need 
not be registered with the PRTB, for example, in the case of renting a room in a house or where 
a property is owner-occupied. 

The Department works closely with the PRTB to help ensure that rent supplement tenancies 
comply with the statutory system of tenancy regulation and safeguards.  It advises the PRTB 
of all new rent supplement tenancies to assist them in implementing tenancy regulations and 
cooperates in any initiatives taken by the PRTB to ensure compliance with the provisions of the 
Residential Tenancies Act.

16/01/2013WRY01850Social Welfare Benefits Applications

16/01/2013WRY01900538. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a review of a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1802/13]

16/01/2013WRY02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Applications for domiciliary care 
allowance (DCA) were received from the person concerned in respect of two children on the 17 
August 2012.  These applications were referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors 
who found that the children were not medically eligible for DCA.  Letters issued on the 3 Octo-
ber 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against 
the decision to disallow her applications.  

As part of the appeal process, the files have been forwarded to another of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration on 7 November 2012, including a review of any 
new information supplied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the cases will be 
further examined and will be forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office, if necessary.

16/01/2013WRY02050Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRY02100539. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in respect of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1805/13]

16/01/2013WRY02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 21 January 2013.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRZ00150Job Initiatives

16/01/2013WRZ00200540. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will ensure that 
where a host company has not complied with the criteria required for job-bridge schemes which 
results in termination of the scheme, that the intern would not be penalised in terms of applica-
tions for future internships. [1828/13]
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16/01/2013WRZ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobBridge, the National Internship 
Scheme, provides internship opportunities of either 6 or 9 months for unemployed individuals 
in organisations in the private, public and community voluntary sectors.  It is targeted at indi-
viduals who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments (Jobseekers Allowance/Jobseek-
ers Benefit/One Parent Family Payment/Disability Allowance) or are signing on for credits for 
at least 3 of the last 6 months (78 Days).  

The JobBridge Scheme has made significant progress to-date since it came into operation on 
1 July, 2011.  A total of13,558 internships had commenced by 10 January, 2013, with 5,526 par-
ticipants on an internship and 1,841 opportunities advertised on www.JobBridge.ie on that date. 

If they otherwise comply with the requirements of the Scheme, the intern is not penalised in 
terms of applications for future internships merely on account of the Host Organisation having 
been removed from the Scheme on account of non-compliance with the requirements of the 
Scheme.  In this regard, individuals may avail of up to two JobBridge internships to a maximum 
cumulative time period of 9 months (39 weeks). 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the feedback to-date has been very positive.  In particular, 
the interim evaluation of JobBridge conducted by Indecon International Economic Consultants 
(published on 5 October, 2012) states that 52.3% of JobBridge finishers progressed into em-
ployment with either their host organisation or another employer since finishing their intern-
ship.  These progression rates compare favourably with European averages in this area.  Given 
that, in the past, some labour market programmes have been seen as having insignificant or 
even negative impacts on employment probabilities, this suggests JobBridge is an appropriate 
labour market intervention. 

Further information on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of the ongoing formal evalu-
ation of JobBridge. It is anticipated that the final evaluation report will be available in the 
coming weeks.  This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge 
Scheme, it will provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a mea-
surement of the relevance of that experience to the labour market, analysis of age categories 
and further findings concerning progression into employment.  It will also present recommen-
dations on how the Scheme might be improved.  It is at this stage that further consideration will 
be given to amending the terms and conditions of the Scheme.  Any such amendments to the 
scheme will be notified via the website.

Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/01/2013WRZ00400541. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for a carer’s allowance review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Offaly; when a decision will issue.  [1830/13]

16/01/2013WRZ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 17 August 2012.  
The person concerned was refused carer’s allowance on the grounds that the care recipient is 
not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations. She was 
notified of this decision and the reason for it. 

The person in question requested a review of this decision and submitted additional medical 
evidence in support of the application on 12 November 2012.  This supplementary information 
was forwarded to the Department’s medical assessor and is awaiting consideration.  On comple-
tion of all the necessary investigations as part of this review, a decision will be made and the 
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person in question will be contacted directly with the outcome.

16/01/2013WRZ00550Community Employment Schemes Places

16/01/2013WRZ00600542. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has exam-
ined the consequences of the changes made to PRSI in budget 2013 for community employment 
participants; the impact these changes will have for the take home pay of CE participants; and if 
CE participants will still get at least €20 more than they would if they remained on jobseeker’s 
assistance.  [1858/13]

16/01/2013WRZ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department reviewed the 
changes on Community Employment and other programmes following the passing of the Social 
Welfare Bill.  As participants on CE are employees of schemes, CE sponsors are obliged to pay 
PRSI at the appropriate class (A8/A9).  

For the majority of CE participants who are earning €352 or less, there will be no change 
as the 0% Class A8 rate of PRSI applies.  However, the change will affect CE participants who 
earn in excess of €352 per week.   These participants are now subject to the revised Class A9 
rate of PRSI and will pay 4% on the total income.  For those CE participants their income will 
be reduced accordingly.

Disability Allowance Appeals

16/01/2013WRZ00800543. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the delay 
in determining an appeal in relation to disability allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo. [1860/13]

16/01/2013WRZ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 24 
August 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 12 November 
2012 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/01/2013WRZ00950Family Income Supplement Eligibility

16/01/2013WRZ01000544. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the way in which 
superannuation is defined when determining the net wage of a person applying for family in-
come supplement and the way in which additional voluntary contributions to pension funds are 
treated as part of the assessment process, that is, are AVCs reckonable as a deductible expense 
in determining the net wage of the applicant; if the entitlement to various tax reliefs, is routinely 
crosschecked as part of the family income supplement application process as a means of limit-
ing the total expenditure on this scheme; if not, the reason for same; and if the new local prop-
erty tax will be a deductible expense for the purposes of determining the net wage of a family 
income supplement applicant. [1870/13]
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16/01/2013WRZ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings.  This 
preserves the incentive for them to remain in employment in circumstances where they might 
only be marginally better off than if they were claiming other social welfare payments.  

FIS is calculated on the basis of 60% of the difference between the income limit for the fam-
ily size and the net income of the person(s) raising the child(ren).  Net income for FIS purposes 
comprises total family income less income tax, employee PRSI, universal social charge (USC) 
and pension contributions (including superannuation and additional voluntary contributions 
AVCs).  

For FIS purposes, weekly family income is defined in Section 227 of the Social Welfare 
Consolidation Act, 2005, as the amount of income received in a week by a family less, in-
ter alia, any allowable contributions referred to in Regulations 41 and 42 of the Income Tax 
(Employments) (Consolidated) Regulations 2001.  Accordingly, any pension contribution is 
excluded from the definition of weekly family income for the purposes of determining entitle-
ment to FIS.   

FIS applicants are required to provide a P60 or recent payslips in support of their appli-
cations.  If there is doubt about the applicant’s tax credit entitlement the customer may be 
contacted regarding this issue and requested to contact Revenue and/or to furnish a recent tax 
credits certificate.  However it should be noted that each individual’s entitlement to tax credits 
and reliefs is a matter for the Revenue Commissioners.

There is no provision in Social Welfare legislation to allow for the exclusion of the local 
property tax from weekly family income for FIS purposes.  Accordingly the local property tax 
will not be deductible from gross income when calculating net weekly family income.

Departmental Bodies Expenditure

16/01/2013WRZ01200545. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by her Department in 
2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1911/13]

16/01/2013WRZ01300551. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by her Department in 
2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2042/13]

16/01/2013WRZ01375Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
545 and 551 together.

I am providing a list of bodies that were both fully and partially funded in 2012 by my De-
partment, as it is not possible to differentiate between those that were fully funded and those 
that were not.  The list is extensive as there were over 1,000 bodies that benefited from funding 
under Community Employment (CE) schemes alone. In addition to CE schemes, my Depart-
ment provides funding to job clubs, local employment services and other bodies nationwide.

The list is as follows:

CE Schemes

Awch/Curraheen/Lough C.E.P.

Ballincollig Sports Limited
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Ballincollig Youth/Social Project

Ballymacoda/Ladysbridge Comm Ltd

Bandon Brinny Group Ltd

Bessborough Centre Ltd

Blackpool Area Group Ltd

Blarney District CE Project

Bridge Recovery Group

Carrigaline Parishes Project Ltd

Carrigtwohill Joint Project Ltd

Centre for Independent Living

City Centre Co-Ordinating Group

Coachford Schools Project Ltd

Cobh Mercyconvent Group CE Ltd

Cork Academy of Music

Cork Alzheimers Home Support

Cork Arts Support Team (Cast)

Cork County F Muintir Na Tire

Cork County Gaa Board SES Ltd

Cork Simon Community

Cork Social & Sporting Dev. Co

Cork Southeast Harbour SES Group

Cork Theatre Admin Ltd.

Cork YMCA

Crosshaven Area Project Ltd

Cuireadh Ltd

Drishane Region Project Ltd

Enable Ireland

Family Cen./Churchfield/Knockn

Farranree C E Project Ltd

Festival Arts Campaign

Glanmire Area Project Ltd
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Glen Community Employment Project

Great Island Area Projects Ltd

Great Island Projects Ltd

I.R.D. Duhallow Ltd

Imogeela Killeagh Parish Group

Innishannon Community Dev. Ltd

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Cork

Killavullen Area C.E. Scheme

Knocknaheeny/Hollyhill Comm.

Lough Area Community Employment

Mahon Comm. Development Project

Mayfield Community Enterprises

Mayfield/Old Youghal Rd P Ltd

Midleton Educ. & Related Group

Midleton Schools Group

Mount Cara Limited

Muskerry (Cork) CE Scheme Ltd

NCE Ltd

Newmarket & District Proj. Ltd

Northside Community Enterprise

Saferest

Sisters of Charity

Social & Environment Group Ltd

Sofia Housing Ass-Cork Arts N Education

Southside Training & Development

St Patricks Hospital

The Glen Community Creche

Togher Music Project (Cork)Ltd

Wallaroo Playschool

Western Duhallow Scheme

Westgate Foundation
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Youghal Community Services Ltd

Youghal Sports Group Ltd

245 DIY Clubs

A.S.E.S.P.-After School Ed.Sup

Addiction Response Crumlin Ltd

After Care Recovery Group

Age Action Ireland Ltd

Aughrim Street Community Emp.

Aware

Ballybough & Inner City C.E.

Ballymun East Community Centre

Belvedere Youth Club Ltd

Blakestown CE Project Ltd

Blanchardstown Amalg. Sports Club

Blanchardstown Ctre for  Unemployed

Blanchardstown Ctre for Ind. Living

Bluebell Women’s Group

Canal Communities Training Project

Carers Association National Office

Carmelite Fathers

Casadh

Central Remedial Clinic

City Centre Voluntary Groups

City of Dublin VEC

City of Dublin YMCA.

Clonsilla Training Ltd

Comm Supp Services Blanchardstown

Community after Schools Project

Coolmine Therapeutic Community

Corduff Childcare Services Ltd

Corduff Comm Resource Centre Ltd
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Daisy Chain Community Project

Dolphin House CE Project

Donnybrook CE Scheme

Dove

Down to Earth Theatre Co

Drimnagh Castle Restoration

Drimnagh Development Group

Dublin 12 Centre for Unemployed

Dublin Adult Learning Centre

Dublin Aids Alliance

Dublin Central Employment Action

Dublin Simon Community

East Wall C.E Sean O Casey

Energy Action

Exchange House Travellers Serv

Fatima Groups United

Fountain Resource Group

Gateway Project (NWICN)

Gheel Autism Services

Guinness Athletic Union

Institute of European Affairs

Irish Amateur Boxing Ass.

Irish Nat Org of the Unemployed

Irish Wheelchair Assoc D.3

Jobcare Ltd

Joint Church Community Project Ltd

Liberties Recycling Group

Linx

Lourdes Celtic

Lourdes Ltd CE Scheme

Marist Development Group
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Merchant Quay Project

Mercy Family Centre

Mountview Community Network Ltd

Na Bharra Enterprises Ltd

Networking Dublin 15

North Wall Community Dev Project

North West Inner City Train & Dev

Oblate Parishes of Ballymun

Parslickstown House Mgmt Ltd

Pavee Point

Rialto Development Association

Ringsend Dist. Res. to Drugs

S.D.V.G.

S.I.C.C.D.A.

Sandymount Community Services

Saol

Scouting Ireland Ltd

Sophia Housing Association Ltd

St James Resource Centres Ltd

St Joseph’s Dinner Hall

St Marys Community Project

St Nicholas Of Myra Heritage

St. Andrews Resource Centre

Sunflower Recycling Limited

The Cavan Centre

The Community Links Project

Tolka River Project

Travellers Supp Grp Blanchardstown

Verona Football Club CE Ltd

Warrenmount Community Ed & Dev

All Hallows/Accord CMAC
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Artane Beaumont Com. Emp. Sch. Ltd

Ashbourne and District Community

Balbriggan Area Project Assoc.

Baldoyle CE Services Ltd

Ballymun Communications Ltd

Ballymun Day Nursery

Ballymun Welfare Rights Centre

Bonnybrook Youth Resource Centre

Cabra West Parish Centre Comm

Carmichael Voluntary Centre 

City of Dublin V.E.C.

Clontarf C.E. Project

Community and Family Training Agency

Coolock Dev. Council Ltd

Darndale Belcamp Initative Ltd

Darndale/Belcamp Integrated

Donabate And Swords District CE

Donabate Portrane Comm. Club

Donnycarney Youth Project Ltd

Drumcondra CE Project

Dunboyne Area C.E. Co. Ltd.

Edenmore Drug Intervention Tea

Enable Ire Retail & Fundraising Ltd

Erins Isle Limited

Fingal Ictu Centre for Unemployed

Finglas Childcare Ltd

Finglas Sports Development Group

Finglas Youth Service

Focus Housing

Georges Hill School & Comm Pro

Glasnevin Core Group
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Gormanstown Area CE Group

Grangemount CE Ltd

Howth Sutton Comm. Council Ltd

Kilbarrack Coast Comm. Program

Men S Networking Resource Centre

Moatview/Fairfield Dev. Assoc.

N.C.U. Ltd

NCBI Charity Shops

North Dublin Schoolboys/Girls

Northside Community Childcare

Northside Partnership Ltd - CE

Northside Travellers Support

Pobal Gael Bhaile Munna Teoranta

Poppintree Environmental Project

Poppintree Sports & Comm Ctr

Rehabilitation & Support Prog.

Ring Commons Sports Centre

Rivervalley Combined Clubs

Rush & Loughshinny Comb. Clubs

Sacred Heart CE Project Ltd

Sankalpa Ltd

Skerries Training Emplo. Prog.

St Anthonys Parish Dev Committee

St Helena’s Family Resource Centre

St Kevin’s Boys Club

St Monica’s Parish Youth Centre

Star Project Ballymun Ltd

Student Finance Committee DCU

Support - Meals on Wheels Ltd

Sutton Dinghy Club CE Ltd

Swords Recreation Develop.Grp.
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T.A.R.G.E.T.

The Dean Swift Sports Club

The Valley C.E. Committee

Threshold Ltd

Tolka Rovers Sports Club

Tromcheile Ltd

Ballyfermot Resource Centre

Ballyfermot Star Ltd

Ballyfermot Theatre Workshops

Bawnogue Youth & Family Support

Blessington & District CE Ltd

Cabhair

Cara Cheshire Home

Carp - Killinarden Ltd.

Catholic Youth Care

Charlemont Comm Resource Centre

Childcare Community Business Ltd

Clondalkin Addiction Support Group

Clondalkin Centre for Unemp Ltd

Clondalkin Travellers Enterprise

Clondalkin Volunteer Bureau Ltd

Comm Enhancement Jobstown Ltd

Community Addiction Programme

Dolcain Project

Dominic’s Community Centre Ltd.

Dten Community Employment Project

Dublin Family & Childcare Centre

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Outreach

Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown Co.Co.

Glennoggin CES Ltd.

Good Counsel Parish Project Ltd
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Guardian Administration Ltd

Gurteen Youth Club

Killinarden Pr Comm Enhance

Leixlip & Ballyoulster Utd Community

Longmeadows Pitch & Putt Co.

Loreto Development Group

Maritime Institute of Ireland

Markiewicz Community Centre

Matt Talbot Community Trust

Monkstown CE Scheme Ltd.

Naionrai Thamlachta Teoranta

National Basketball Arena CE Scheme

Neilstown Parish Social Action

Orchard Community Dev Centre Ltd

Partas

RADE

Rathcoole Community Council

Ronanstown Comm Childcare Ctr.

Sandymount Ballsbridge C.E.

Shanganagh Park House Ltd.

South Dublin Co. Co. - Tallaght

Southside Partnership Dlr Ltd

Southside Traveller Action Group Ltd

St Aengus Community Action Group

St Annes Resource Centre Limited

St Dominic’s Comm Response Pro

St Michael’s Parish CE Limited

St. John of God

St. Thomas Parish

Stewarts Care Ltd- Stewarts Spec School

Sth.Dublin Co.Council
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Tallaght C.U. Creche

Tallaght C.U. Resource Centre

Tallaght Rehabilitation Proj.

The Base

The Get Ahead Club Ltd

Trustuswecare Limited

Tymon Bawn Community Assoc.

West Dublin Disability Service

West Tallaght Tots To Teens ltd

Allen Area C.E. P. Ltd

Ardeen Cheshire Home

Arklow Business Enterprise Ctr

Arklow Community Festival Serv

Arklow United Football Club

Assumption Parish Services Ltd

Athy Community Council

Avoca Community Employment Co. Ltd.

Ballymany Area Project Ltd

Baltinglass Tidy Towns Ltd.

Balyna Rural Enterprise Dev. Ltd

Bray Community Alliance C.E.P.

Broad/Clogh/Johnstownbridge Ce

Carbury Community Emp Scheme Ltd

Carlow Centre for Ind. Living

Carlow Co. Dev.Partnership Ltd

Carlow Dev. Committee G.A.A.

Carlow Regional Youth Service

Carnew Community Care

Castledermot Community Emp Ltd

Catholic Youth Care

Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh Teo
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Co.Wicklow G.A.A.

Coiste Forb. Pobail & Oige Eireog

Cuala Developments Ltd

Cuan Mhuire Teoranta

Curragh Area CE Project Ltd

Delta Centre.

G’cullen/Killeshin Par Co. Ltd

Hacketstown SES Ltd

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Athlone

Irish Wheelchair Assoc D.3

Kare CE Project

Kilcullen Area C.E. Ltd.

Kildare Cent for the Unemployed Ltd

Kildare Town Sports CE Co Ltd

Kildare Youth Services Limited

Kilmead Comm. Dev. Group Ltd.

Kiltegan Development Ass. Ltd.

Little Bray Family R.C. Ltd

Lullymore Heritage Pk CE Scheme Ltd

Monasterevin Parish CEP Ltd

Mount Leinster Region Ltd

National Disabled Angling Fac.

Newtown Parish C.E.Project

North Kildare Leisure Club Limited

Nurney/Kildangan CE Project Ltd

Oval & Round Ltd

Prosperous Area CE Project Ltd

Rathangan Comm. Emp. Group Ltd

Rathdown & District C.E.

Rathmore Area CE Ltd

Rehab Group
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Signal Arts Centre Ltd.

St Fergals Resource Centre Ltd

St. Peter’s Parish Com.Project

Stratford/Grange Con Dev.Ass

The Leixlip Amenities Group Limited

Tinahely C.E.Group

Tullow Community Group Ltd

Tullow Day Care Centre

Warmer Homes Project

Wicklow Community Development

Wicklow County Childcare 

Wicklow Trade Union Centre

Athboy Development Group Limited

Athleague Castlecoote Comm. Dev

Athlone Community Services 

Aughrim Kilmore Dev Assoc Ltd

Ballivor Community Childcare Ltd

Ballygar & Newbridge Cty & Envir Co.

Ballymahon Community Group

Barnacarroll Sports Centre

BCDL Community Group Ltd.

Boyle Group Scheme

Brothers of Charity Services

Carrickedmond/Legan Comm. Group

Castleblakeney Comm. Dev. Group

Castlerea Group C.E. Project

Cavetown Residents Dev. Co Ltd

Clonberne Community Centre Co.

Co L/Ford Citizens Information

Congress Information & Develop Centre

Coole C.E. & Dev. Scheme Ltd.
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Crossboyne Community Council Ltd

DPP Community Project Ltd

Dr. Stevens Centre

Dromard Development Assoc.

Drumlish Enterprise Group

E.D.I. Centre

Edgeworthstown Dis Dev Assoc.

Enfield CE Limited

Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd

Flipeadori Longphort Teoranta

Frenchpark & District Childcare

Granard Area Action Group

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Athlone

Kells(A)Project CE Scheme Ltd.

Kenagh Community Employment Project

Kilbeggan Community Group Ltd.

Killoe/Newtownforbes CE

Killucan Parish CE Scheme Ltd

Kinnegad Combined Comm. Employ

Lanesboro Tourism Co.op Soc.

Lisacul Community Dev Co Ltd

Longford Community Care Ltd.,

Longford Special Needs/Carers

Longford Town Suburbs Project

Longford Womens Link

M.K.K.D. (Meath) Limited

Midland Regional Youth

Moore Community Council Ltd

Mullingar E.A.G. & Associates

Mullingar Sports & Cultural Org Ltd

Multyfarnham/Taghmon CES Ltd.
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Navan Employment Dev Projects

Navan Travellers Workshops Ltd

North West Roscommon CDP Ltd

Oldcastle/Moylagh CE Scheme Ld

Rosc & District Soccer League

Roscommon Disability Support Group

South Westmeath GAA CE Co Ltd.

Sports Development Project Ltd

St Brigid’s Parish CEP Ltd.

St Marys C.E. Scheme Ltd.

St Patrick’s Community Employment

St Scire C.E. Scheme

St. Peters Parish Group

Summerhill C.E. Group Ltd.

Tarmonbarry Group CE Scheme Ltd

Taughmaconnell Parish Group

Tuam & District Mental Health

Western Alzheimers

Westmeath Centre for Ind. Liv.

Westmeath Community Dev. Ltd.

Williamstown Development Co.

Womens Comm Projects (Mgar) Assoc

Abbeyleix Parish Dev. Company

Acgv Ltd

Aherlow Failte

B.L.C. Developments Limited

Ballingarry Parish

Ballycommon/Puckane Comm Scheme Ltd

Ballylinan Ballyadams CE Comp

Ballyragget Area C.E.

Barrow Nore Community Services
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Borris St Mullins CEP Ltd

Borrisoleigh/Drom/Inch/Leugh

Burgess Ballywilliam Combined

C.T.A.- C.E.,

Cahir Dev.Assoc.,

Camphill Communities Centre

Camross Heritage Ltd

Canon Hayes Centre,

Caring In Offaly Ltd.,

Carthanach

Cashel Soc.Serv.,..[C]

Cashel Tourism C.E.,

Castlecomer Area Fas Scheme A

Clara Environmental Group Ltd

Clogh/Muckalee Group

Clonaslee Comm. Dev. Assoc.Ltd

Clonmel Arts CE Ltd

Cloughjordan Development Group Ltd

Community Games

Community Network

Daingean Community Dev. Ltd.

Durrow Community Services Ltd

Edenderry Childcare Ltd

Edenderry Sports & Others SES Ltd

Ferbane/Belmont Com. Emp. Comp Ltd

Freshford Area CES

Gortnahoe Parish

Gowran & Region CES Limited

Hawthorn/Raheen Comm Services

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Roscrea

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Carlow
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Irish Wheelchair Assoc Wexford

Kilcormac Development Assoc

Kilkenny Carers Group A

Kilkenny Carers Group B

Kilkenny Centre for Ind Living

Kilkenny Council of T.U.

Kilkenny Voluntary Bodies Ltd

Killenaule Parish

Knockenrawley Resource Centre

Laois Cmty & Enterprise Dev Co.

Leighlin Parish Dev. Ltd

Marl Bog

Mbll Community Dev Co Ltd

Md Ce Project Ltd

Meitheal Cluain Meala Teo

Meitheal Community Group

Mid Tipperary GAA Development

Midland Regional Youth Service Ltd

Moate Heritage Company Ltd.

Mountmellick Emp Resource Ltd

Mountrath Amalgamated CEP Ltd

Muintir Na Tire

Muiriosa Foundation

Multeen Tourism

Nenagh Arts Centre Ltd

Nenagh Childcare Centre Ltd.

Newport/Ballina CE Co. Ltd.

North Tipp Disability Support

North Tipperary Leader Partnership

Nth Tipp Sports/Social Assoc.

Offaly Heritage Centre Ltd
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Offaly Integrated Local Dev Co

Offaly Personal Asst Services Ltd  Offaly West Enterprise Soc. Ltd

Portarlington CE Project

Portlaoise CE Group Ltd

Portlaoise Support Group Ltd

Portroe/Silvermines CE Co. Ltd

Premier Community Emp. Ltd.

Roscrea Community Empl Forum

Rathdowney Comm. Emp Group Ltd

Rehab Care Nenagh Resource Centre

Rhode Parish Enterprise Ass Ltd

S.E. Regional Craft Centre Ltd

Shannonside Imrovements Assoc

Shinrone Community Employment Ltd

Slua Nua,

St Canices Comm Emp Training Ltd

St Cronans W/Shop Assoc Ltd

St Mary’s Health Assoc Ltd

St. Lazerian’s House Scheme Ltd

St. Mary’s Campus Limited

St. Olivers Parish

St.Brendan’s Environmental Group Ltd

STV Community Employment Ltd

Templemore/Killea Combined

Thurles Town Council

Tipp. Centre for Ind. Living

Tipperary Community Council

Tipperary Regional Youth Serv.

Tipperary S.R. Co. Co.

Tipp-Excel-Tird

Tullamore Social Services Ltd
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Upp.Church/Drombane Dev. Assoc

Abbeyfeale Community Leisure Ltd

Adapt - Breaking the Silence

Adapt - Scoil Carmel Project

Alzheimer Society of Ireland

An Bru Cnoc Aine CES Limited

Ardagh Development Co. Ltd.,

Arra Development Co Ltd

Askeaton C.E Project Ltd.

Athea Community Council Ltd

Ballingarry Area Scheme Dev Ltd

Ballyhoura Heritage & Environmental

Ballyhoura Rural Services Ltd

Ballylanders S.E.S. Committee

Ballynanty Community Project Ltd

Barefield 1 CES Ltd.

Barnardos - Republic of Irl Ltd

Bat Community Council Ltd

Broadford C.E. Ltd.

Brothers of Charity Services  Ltd

Carrickerry/Old Mill Dev Ltd.

Carron New Quay Employment

Castleconnell Project Group

Cheshire Foundation in Ireland

Christ the King Parish Ltd

Clare Family Resource Centre Ltd

Clare Local Development Company Ltd

Clare Youth Service Ltd

Clarecare Ltd.

Cnag Teoranta

Congress Info & Oppor. Centre
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Corpus Christi Parish Project Co Ltd

Croom Community Development

Cuan Mhuire Teo

Disabled People of Clare Comm. Dev

Donoughmore & Fedamore Com. Assoc.Ltd

Doon Development Ltd

Doonbeg Community Dev Co Ltd

Dromcollogher Comm Entrps Ltd

Enable Ireland

Enable Ireland Clare Services

Ennis Chamber of Commerce

Ennistymon Parish Comm. Group

Ennistymon.Liscannor Comm Services

Feenagh/Kilmeedy Dev Group Ltd

Fr Casey’s/Templeglantine Gaa

Galbally Comm.Ent. Ass. Ltd.

Glin Homes for the Elderly Ltd

Irish Wheelchair Ass. Ltd.,

Kilbehenny Community Council Ltd.

Kildysart/Coolmeen/Cranny Dev

Killeedy Parish Comm Proj Ltd.

Kilmaley Meitheal Co. Ltd.

Kilmallock Tourism Dev Ltd

Kilmihil Community Dev. Ltd.

Kilmurry Mcmahon Comm Group Ltd

Kilrush Amenity Trust Ltd

Kilrush Youth Centre

Limerick Citizen Info. Centre

Limerick Civic Trust Ltd.,

Limerick Comm.Services Ltd.

Limerick County Council
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Limerick GAA Jobs Creation Ltd

Limerick Resource Ctr Unemploy

Limerick Social Service Council

Limerick Youth Service

Lisdoonvarna Community Co Ltd

Mid Clare Way (Clare Walks Ltd)

Mountshannon Community Council

Moyross Comm. Ent.Centre Ltd.

Old Christians GAA Club

Our Lady of Lourdes Csg Ltd

Parish Organisation N O F Ltd.

People Action Against Unemployment

Queen of Peace Comm Activities

Rainbow Comm Employment Ltd

Rathkeale Comm Council Ltd.,

Rehabcare

Ruan Dysert Resource Group Ltd

Sliabh Ri Ltd

Slieve Felim Project Ltd

Society of St.Vincent De Paul

Southill After Schools Club Ltd

Southill Community Services Ltd

Southill Dev. Co-Op Society

Southill Holy Family Ltd

St Gabriels School & Ctr Ltd

St Ita’s Voluntary Housing Assoc

St John’s Community Employment Ltd

St Mary’s Comm Adult Education

St Munchins Community Centre

St. John the Baptist Assoc Ltd

The CARI Foundation
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The Umbrella Project

Annagassan/C’bellingham Dev Ltd

Ardee Community Employment Pro

Ave. Rd. Area Comm. Dev. Group

B C E Group Ltd

Bailieboro Community Assoc.

Ballybay Development Assoc.

Bawn Latton Development Group

Carrickmacross Dev.Group

Cavan Town Comm. Employment Ltd

Cavan Youth & Environmental Ltd

Central CE Scheme

Church of Ireland CE Scheme

Clones Chamber of Commerce

Community Services Trust Ltd

Cooley Community Projects Ltd

Cormagh Development Co Ltd

Crosserlough Community Employ.

Donagh Parishes Ltd

Donaghmoyne Development Group

Drogheda Area Womens Network  Ltd

Drogheda Cultural Services Ltd

Drogheda Football Scheme Ltd.

Drogheda Homeless Aid Ass Ltd

Drogheda Resource Centre

Drogheda Womens & Childrens Refuge

Drogheda Youth Development

Droichead Arts Centre

Duleek Development Association Ltd

Dundalk ICTU Centre Ltd.

Dunleer CE Development Company Ltd
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Garrymore Association Ltd

Holy Family Com.Dev.Group

Inniskeen/West Louth Dev.Group

Killeshandra SES Association

Laragh Area Dev. Group Ltd

Lifestyle Development Group Limited

Mid Louth CE Ltd

Mid West Cavan Comm. Employ.

Monaghan Group of Parishes

Mount Oliver & District CE Ltd

Muckno Community Services

Mullaghmatt C.C.D.L.

Newbliss Development Group

North Drogheda Community Emp Ltd

Parish of Tyholland

Ramor Community Employment Ltd

Redeemer Development Group

St Josephs CEDP Ltd

St. Josephs  Dev. Group

SVDP St Francis Conference

Swap

The Fane Community Group

Togher Comm.Project Group

Abbeyquarter Comm Centre Ltd

Adopt Association Pettigo

Alzheimer Society of Ireland

Alzhm.Soc.Of Irl.Hme.Supp.Ltd

Aodh Ruadh C.L.G.

Ardara Community Development Ltd

Aughavas Parish Improvement Scheme

B.Bofy/Stran Chamber of Commerce
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Ballinaglera Dev.Co Ltd.,

Ballyliffen/Clonmany Community

Ballymote Community Ent. Ltd.

Buncrana Community Leisure Centre

Buncrana Sporting Assoc. Ltd

Buncrana Youth & Community Dev

Butt Drama Circle Co Ltd

C.A.K.E.

Care of the Aged Committee (Gle

Carndonagh Parish CE Co. Ltd

Centre for Independent Living

Clonmany Parish Resources Ltd

Co Sligo Leader P/Ship Co Ltd

Comh.For. Brocaigh/Clochan Teo

Congress Centre for Unemp Letterkenny

Convoy Enterprise Centre Ltd

Creeslough Community Enterprise

Culdaff Community Association

Cumann Dramaiochta Gleanncholm

D.P.M. Community Employment

Donegal Centre for Ind. Living

Donegal Town Comm. Chamber Ltd

Donegal Youth Services Limited

Doneyloop Parish CE Proj Ltd

DTKI Ltd (Townawilly Parish)

Dunlewey Co-Op Ltd

Falcarragh Tourist & Traders Assoc

Family & Comm. Enrichment Group

Fiontar Chill Chartha

Forbairt Na Rosann

Glenties Community Centre Amal
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Glenties Tidy Town Committee 

Hawks Well Theatre

Irish Wheelchair Assoc

Killybegs Employment Project 

Leitrim Heritage Centre Ltd

Leitrim Integrated Dev Co Ltd

Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce

Letterkenny Churches Ltd

Letterkenny Community Centre

Letterkenny Community Dev. Project

Letterkenny Theatre Management

Lifford/Clonleigh Res.Centre

Lurganboy Development Assoc.

Malin Parish CE Ltd

Merville Youth & Comm Centre Ltd

Milford Kerrykeel Emp. Pro. Ltd

Moville Parish CE Scheme Ltd

Multiple Society of Ireland

Murlog Community Scheme Ltd

Narin, Portnoo, Rosbeg Com/Co-0p

North Connaught Youth Service

North Leitrim Mens Group Ltd

Northeast Inishowen Co Ltd

Northside Comm Partnership

Parish of Fahan, Inch, Burt

Quality of Life

Ramelton Community Employment

Raphoe Tidy Towns Limited

Rathcormac Development Company

Rathmullan Enterprise Group

Rossinver Youth & Community Project
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Scci Community Employment Ltd

Sceim Phobal Mhiobhui

Seed Com Employ Proj 2000 Ltd

Sligo Community C/Care Co.Ltd.

Sligo Empl. Opportunities Ltd

Sligo Family Centre

Sligo Social Services

Special Olympics Ireland

St Johnston&Carrigans CE Project

Sth Donegal Rural Deanery Ltd

The Avalon Centre

Tireragh Comm Support Ltd

Tubbercurry Collective

Udaras Na Gaeltachta

West Sligo Forum Ltd

A N C C R Area Development Group

Abbeyside Parish & Clubs Ltd

Active People Comm Group Ltd.

Alzheimer Society of Ireland

Ardamine Kilnamanagh Union 

Ardmore/Grange United

Arklow Tidy Towns

Arklow Town A.F.C.

B, N & B.Scheme,

Ballybeg Community Dev Project

Ballygarrett Parish Limited

Bree Parish Church

Caim Fas Group Scheme

Camolin Parish

Cappoquin Comm Employment Ltd

Caring in Waterford Ltd/Carers
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Carrick-On-Suir CE Scheme

Carrick-On-Suir Culture & Sport

Carrick-On-Suir, Town Council

Centre for Ind. Living

Clonfab

Clongeen Area Development

Cmt Community Services Ltd.

Compact Community Ltd Waterford

Coolgreany Comm.Employ.Project

County Wexford Comm Workshop

Craanford Askamore Kilrush CES

Crc Comm Employment Co. Ltd

Crossabeg/Ballymurn Comm. Emp.

Dungarvan Clubs & Soc Comm Ltd

Dungarvan Parish CE Ltd

Dungarvan Town Council

Enniscorthy Community Services

Enniscorthy Tidy Towns Assoc

FDYS

FDYS Junglebox/Wtcg

Ferns Community Project Comm

Garter Lane Arts Centre

Gorey Ad Hoc Community Facility

Gorey Rangers A.F.C

Gorey Unemployment Centre Ltd

Grantstown Priory Scheme

Help 1

Horeswood Parish Committee

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Wexford

Kilmacow/Slieverue CE

Kilrane Rosslare Hbr Tagoat Ltd
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Lismore Community Dev. Ltd.

Mahon Valley Comm. Employment

Manor of St John Youth Project

Monageer/Boolavogue/Monamolin

Mt Leinster Community Employment

National Council for the Blind

New Ross Chamber of Commerce

New Ross Town Council

Ossory Parishes

Rathnure Killanne Communities

Scouting Ireland Ltd

Soc of St Vincent De Paul

South West Wex Comm Dev Group

South/East Community Services

Spraoi Heritage and Arts

St Brigid’s Waterford

St Johns Hospital

St Marys Day Care Centre

St Vincent De Paul/Coss

Sts Mary And Peters Ces Arklow

Taghmon Action Group

Tay Valley Fas Group

Tomacork Community Employment Ltd

Tulloger/Rosbercon Parish

V.D.P. Mens Hostel

Waterford Area Partnership

Waterford Ass Sports Clubs Ltd

Waterford Child Care

Waterford City Council

Waterford East CE.

Waterford Intellectual Disability As
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West Waterford Co. Dev Group

West Waterford GAA Clubs Ltd

Wexford Comm. Serv. Council

Wexford County Board GAA

Wexford County Council

Wexford Local Development

WFCA Ltd

West Community Youth Serv. Cys

West Community Youth Sv (Saor)

A.C.A.R.D. Ltd.,

Abbeydorney Com. Dev. Ltd

Adapt Kerry Ltd

All Kerry Tourism Marketing Co

An Riocht Stadium Ltd

Asdee/Ballylongford Community

Awbeg Funcheon Recreation Sch ltd

Ballyhoura Rural Services Ltd

Ballymacelligott CE Ltd

Bartlemy/Ballynoe/Fermoy CES

Beara Projects

Beaufort Community Council Ltd

Blackwater Empl. Scheme Ltd.

Buttevant Area Comm Project Ltd

Cahirciveen Soc Services Ltd

Castlelyons Parish Development

Castlemaine Cmty Services Group Ltd

Charleville Sports Assoc. Ltd.

Clonakilty Area Sports Group

Comhar Chumann Forbartha Teo

Congress Info Centre Ltd

Crageen Employment Ltd
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Cuan Baoi CE Ltd

Cumann Iosaef Teo

Cunamh Energy Action Ltd

Curam Chiarrai Teo

Deel Valley CES Limited

Drimoleage Area Project Ltd

Fermoy Sports & Cultural Group

Fermoy Image/Avondhu Tourism Dev Ltd

Fitzgerald Stadium Comm Ltd

Friends of Able Limited

Garnish Project Limited

Glenbeigh Community Council Ltd

I.R.D. Waterville Ltd.,

Irish Wheelchair Assoc Tralee

K.C.Y.M.S. Management Limited

Kenmare District Comm Group Ltd

Kerry Diocesan Youth Ser Ltd

Kilcummin Rural Develop. Ltd

Kilgarvan Community Dev. Ltd

Killarney Area Sports & Leisure Ltd

Killarney Comm Emp Scheme Ltd

Killarney Res & Infor Centre Ltd

Killeen CE Ltd

Killorglin Community Council Ltd

Killorglin Sports & Leisure Ltd

Listowel Area CE Project Ltd

Lixabbey Community Group Ltd

Mallow Doneraile CES Ltd.

Mallow Sports Club Group Ltd

Meitheal An Leith Triuigh Teo

North & East Kerry Devel Co
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North East Kerry CE Ltd

P/T Creative Work Project Ltd

Portmagee Development Group

Rathmore Social Action Group

Rockmills Group Community Council

Saothair Na Nabhann Teo

Sean Meitheal Limited

Shanakill Family Res.Ctr Ltd

Skibbereen Community Project Ltd

Skibbereen Education Project

Sneem Development Co-op

St Brigid’s Community Ctr Ltd

The Island Crown Comm Group Ltd

Tralee Dynamos /St Brendan’s Pk

Udaras Na Gaeltachta

Valentia Comm. Health & Welfare

West Cork Training & Dev.

West Cork Traveller & Envirn 

Abbeyknockmoy Parish Society

Ability West

Access Music Project (Galway)

Athenry District C E Project

Aughrim Comm Dev Co

Ballina Salmon Festival Ltd

Ballina Tidy Towns Ltd.

Ballinasloe trg for Employment

Ballycroy Parish & Comm Council

Bofield Bonniconlon Com Ass Ltd

B’sloe Community Rersources

Carnacon Community Dev Ass.Ltd

Castlebar Care Underprivileged
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Charlestown Development Assoc

City Of Galway Vec

Clare IRD

Clare Island Comm. Co-Op Society

Clogher Environmental Group

Clonfert Comm Association Ltd

Commerara West Centre

Coms Oranmore/Maree Emp Sc Ltd

Cuan Mhuire

Duchas Na Gaillimhe

Dunmore Parish Scheme

Enable Ireland

Enable Ireland Mayo Services

Forum

Foxford Dev. Ass. (Fda) Ltd

Galway Arts Centre

Galway Centre For Ind. Living

Galway Citizens Inf/Gal D.Y.S

Galway City/Ruralcom Childcare

Galway Co. Council

Galway Peoples Resource Centre

Galway Rural Dev Co. Ltd.

Galway Simon Community

Galway Trav. Support Group Ltd

Glenamaddy Community Care Ltd

Gort&Dist.Com Dev.Group Ltd

Headford Community C.E.

Inisturk Job Opportunities

Inland Fisheries Ireland

Iorras Domhnann

IRD North Mayo/West Sligo
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Irish Wheelchair Assoc Mayo

Kilcoona Parish Community SES

Kilcornan Comm Dev Assoc Ltd

Killimor T.F.Q. Co Ltd

Kilmoremoy Parish

Kiltimagh Community Employment

Knocknacarra District Cmty CE

Le Cheile Westside Project

Loughrea Parish Council

Mayo Abbey Parish Community

Mayo Assoc Football League

Mayo Centre for the Unemployed

Mayo CIL

Mayo County Council

Mayo North East Leader Partner

Mountbellew District Dev CES Ltd

Milltown Community Council

Moygownagh Enterprises Ltd

Moylough Parish Services

Mulranny Day Centre Housing Ltd

Multiple Sclerosis Soc of Ire

Oughterard Com Enterprises Ltd

Redemptorist Monastery

Renmore Parish Dev Association

Ryehill Community Council

Shantalla Community Dev Co Ltd

Sliabh Aughty Comm Assoc Ltd

South West Mayo Dev. Co.

St Colmans Care Centre Ltd

St. James Community CE

Swinford Area CE Ltd
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Terryland Community Dev. Ltd

Tuam Travellers Edu/Dev. Group

Udaras Na Gaeltachta

Western Alzheimer

Western Care

Western Health Centre, Galway

Western Reg Fisheries Board

Westport Business Community Ltd

Woodlawn Heritage Group Ltd

Youth Work Ireland Ltd

Local Employment Services

Ballymun Whitehall Area Partnership

LES Joblink Blanchardstown

Canal LES Inchicore

Tolka Area Partnership

LES Northside

LES Southside

Ballyfermot Chapelized Partnership Co Ltd

LES Clondalkin 

LES Tallaght(Dodder valley)

LES D12, Bluebell, Inchicore

LES Dundalk

LES Monaghan

Waterford Area Partnership Ltd LES

Waterford Leader Partnership Ltd LES

Wexford Local Development LES

Bray Area Partnership

LES Cork (Comhar Chathair Chorcai Teo)

Local Employment Service Caherciveen

LES Tralee

Clare LES
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LES Limerick

LES Galway

LES Mayo

Supported Employment

Employability Ltd

Work4U

Dublin South Sup. Emp. Prog.

Business in the Community

Co Louth Supported Employment T/A Employability Service, Louth

Job Matters, Navan

Employment Response North West Ltd

Waterford Employment Support Agency

South Tipperary Supported Employment Project Ltd

Kilkenny / Carlow

Wexford Consortium for Supported Employment

Wicklow Supported Employment Network Ltd

Employability Service Cork (SUP)

Employability West Cork

Kerry Supported Employ - Tralee

Kildare Coalition for Supported Employment 

Midland Employment Support Agency 

Work Access Ltd - Limerick

Clare Supported Employment Ennis

North Tipperary Supported Employment Ltd

Galway Supported Employment 

Work Web West Ltd T/A Employ Ability Mayo

Roscommon Supported Employment 

Job Clubs

Jobcare Ltd

SICCDA

Larkin Unemployed Centre
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Blanchardstown LESN

Tolka Area Partnership

Glin Centre

Ballymun Job Centre

Canal Community

Le Cheile Resource Centre 

Southside Jobclub

D12 Job Club

Ballyfermot Jobs Club

Fettercairn Jobs Club

DBD Job Clondalkin

Brookfield Job Club

The Job Club Centre (Inishowen)

Sligo Leader Partnership Company Ltd

Meath Job club

Monaghan Job Club

Ferdia / Ardee Job Club

Job Club Drogheda

Offaly Local Development Company (Birr Jobs club)

Laois Community and Ent Dev Co Ltd

Portarlington Community Dev Association

Offaly Local Development Company (Tullamore Jobs club)

WCD Job Club

Congress Information and Opportunity Centre Jobsclub

West Limerick Resource

Moycross Dev. Co. Ltd.,

Southhill Integratd Development

Ballyhoura Development Ltd

People Action Against Unemployment Services Ltd P.A.U.L. Partnership

Ballinasloe Job Club

Galway People Resource
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Northwest Roscommon CDP Ltd

Mayo North East Job Club

Carlow Jobs Club

St Canices Community Action Ltd 

Arklow Job Club

First Employment Services Ltd T/A Employability Service Cork Jobclub

Cumann Iosaf Tralee

Listowel (North & East Kerry Leader)

South Kerry Development Partnership Ltd

Drugs Task Force

Ballyfermot LDTF

Ballymun LDTF

Dublin North East LDTF

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown LDTF

Finglas Cabra LDTF

Dublin North Inner City LDTF

Dublin South Inner City LDTF

Tallaght LDTF

Other

Irish National Organisation of the Unemployed

Northside Community Law Centre

Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/01/2013WRZ01500546. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on dis-
ability allowance appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1950/13]

16/01/2013WRZ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the disability allowance claim of the person concerned was disallowed fol-
lowing an assessment by a Medical Assessor who expressed the opinion that he was medically 
unsuitable for the allowance.  An appeal was registered on 6 November 2012 and in accordance 
with the statutory procedures the relevant department papers and the comments of the Deciding 
Officer on the matter raised in the appeal have been sought.  In that context, an assessment by 
another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social and 
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Family Affairs and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against deci-
sions on social welfare entitlements.

Community Employment Schemes Places

16/01/2013WRZ01700547. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration 
will be given by his Department to allowing those persons who completed community employ-
ment placement and were near retirement age to re-enter the CE scheme process as part of the 
expansion of the scheme to include local authorities as recently announced in Budget 2013.; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1957/13]

16/01/2013WRZ01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are no plans to change 
the current CE eligibility criteria to facilitate those who have previously participated on CE 
schemes for the maximum duration to re-enter.  As of 4 January of this year there were 188,632 
jobseekers on the Live Register who were over 1 year unemployed.  These jobseekers are the 
primary target group for Community Employment.  Any changes as advised would result in less 
places being available for this target group. 

The current CE durations are follows.

With effect from 3 April 2000, lifetime participation on Community Employment by an 
individual will be limited to:

- 3 years (156 weeks) for persons under 55 years of age;

- 6 years (312 weeks) for persons of 55 years of age up to and including 65 years of age;

- Eligible persons in receipt of a qualifying disability-linked Social Welfare payment will 
be eligible for one additional year on CE over the standard maximum participation caps, i.e. 
4 years maximum time on CE for those under 55 years of age (PTJ Option only), and 7 years 
maximum time for those between 55 and 65.

- Participation on Community Employment has an upper age limit of 65 years of age, i.e. 
a CE participant/Supervisor can remain on CE until the day before their 66th birthday, provided 
they meet all other eligibility requirements.

Participation on CE prior to 3 April 2000 is not counted. 

Under the Government Policy Statement, Pathways to Work, one-third of places on Com-
munity Employment schemes will be refocused towards shorter active labour market interven-
tions.

The Department will continue to review schemes to ensure that there are adequate supports 
available to assist jobseekers and other disadvantaged groups  and that the maximum utilisation 
and value is gained from Community Employment participation.

  Question No. 548 answered with Question No. 495.

  Question No. 549 withdrawn.

  Question No. 550 withdrawn.

  Question No. 551 answered with Question No. 545.



Questions - Written Answers

458

16/01/2013WRAA00200Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRAA00300552. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past 
12 months and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department in 
the past 12 months.  [57754/12]

16/01/2013WRAA00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I can advise 
the Deputy that no regulatory impact assessments have been carried out by my Department in 
the past twelve months.

16/01/2013WRAA00500Departmental Bodies Reports

16/01/2013WRAA00600553. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other enti-
ties, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been 
abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have 
been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; 
if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [57872/12]

16/01/2013WRAA00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Public 
Service Reform Plan published by the Government on 17th   November 2011 outlined a series 
of rationalisation measures, including some related to bodies funded from my Department’s 
Vote Group. Savings of €20 million in enhanced service efficiencies and value-for-money were 
targeted in the Public Service Reform Plan.  I expect that savings of approximately €1m will be 
made initially across the institutions involved in the reform programme which are funded from 
my Department’s Vote Group, with further savings to be identified as the various cost saving 
measures are implemented.  

To advance this, my Department has conducted a critical examination of the structure and 
operation of the institutions included in the Public Service Reform Plan.  Summary documents 
which outline the main outcomes of this examination in relation to these bodies and institutions 
have been published on my Department’s web-site and can be accessed through the following 
link:

http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/PublicServicereform/  .

With regard to the abolition of organisations or agencies funded from my Department’s Vote 
Group, it may be noted that the work of Culture Ireland has now been fully integrated into my 
Department and its board has been replaced by an expert committee, operating pro bono. In 
addition, the term of office of the Placenames Commission has expired and it will be replaced 
shortly by an expert committee, operating pro bono.

16/01/2013WRAA00800National Monuments

16/01/2013WRAA00900554. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to designate Famine workhouses as national monuments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [57923/12]

16/01/2013WRAA01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): A number of 



16 January 2013

459

workhouses are included in the Record of Monuments and Places and the Sites and Monuments 
Record managed by my Department under the National Monuments Acts.  Ongoing consider-
ation is given to the designation of new monuments in the context of the maintenance of those 
records and the development of monument protection policy, in line with the availability of 
resources and to support the preparation of a comprehensive new Monuments Bill.  Additional 
workhouses may, therefore, be designated as part of that process as time goes on.  The new bill, 
which is currently being drafted by Parliamentary Counsel, will consolidate, modernise and 
improve the legislative code for the protection and regulation of our archaeological heritage. 

Apart from the National Monuments Acts, workhouses may also be included in the Record 
of Protected Structures maintained by the local authorities and subject to the protections pro-
vided under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012.  

16/01/2013WRAA01100Famine Artefacts

16/01/2013WRAA01200555. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to establish an official record-database of the Famine in the National Museum of Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57924/12]

16/01/2013WRAA01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
by the National Museum of Ireland that it collects material of national and regional importance 
where a connection with the Famine is verifiable.  I understand that the Museum is in posses-
sion of a number of objects relating to the Famine that are categorized broadly into collections. 
The Museum is currently working on completing a central electronic database for all its collec-
tions, including those that relate to the Famine. 

16/01/2013WRAA01400Commemorative Events

16/01/2013WRAA01500556. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
date and location of National Famine Memorial Day 2013. [57968/12]

16/01/2013WRAA01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The National 
Famine Commemoration Committee agreed that the annual national commemoration should 
revolve between the four provinces of Ireland and, accordingly, this year’s National Famine 
Commemoration will take place in Munster.  As the Deputy may be aware, last year, a new 
process was introduced to determine the location of the 2013 National Famine Commemoration 
and future commemorations.  The purpose of the new selection process is threefold:

-   To generate public awareness and interest in the annual National Famine Commemoration;
-   To increase the number of potential sites available to choose from each year; and 
-   To ensure that the selection process is as transparent and open as possible.

The selection process has now concluded and the National Famine Commemoration Commit-
tee has agreed that this year’s National Famine Commemoration will take place in Kilrush, 
County Clare.  I, together with the members of the National Famine Commemoration Com-
mittee and the organising team in my Department, am very much looking forward to work-
ing with Clare County Council, Kilrush Town Council and the local community over the 
coming months.  

My Department is currently engaging with all of the relevant stakeholders and I can advise 
the Deputy that I expect to announce the date of this year’s National Famine Commemoration 
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very shortly.  

16/01/2013WRAA01700Commemorative Events

16/01/2013WRAA01800557. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
budget he has put aside in 2013 for the Centenary of Commemorations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [57973/12]

16/01/2013WRAA01900559. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the funding he envisages for his Department for Commemoration events 2013-2016; his plans 
for making funding available for local commemorative initiatives; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1038/13]

16/01/2013WRAA02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 557 and 559 together. 

Commemorative initiatives are being managed within the existing resources of Departments 
and State services.  Incremental funding for such initiatives will be considered by Government 
in due course in the context of Departmental allocations and specific programme proposals.  

Within the allocation for current spending in my Department in 2013, I will make appro-
priate provision for publications, events and initiatives relating to the Decade of Centenaries, 
including the possibility of some support for local initiatives. This funding will complement 
and support the activities of our national cultural institutions and other relevant organisations. 

16/01/2013WRAA02100Turbary Rights

16/01/2013WRAA02200558. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 135 of 22 November 2012, all other factors being equal the com-
mercial value placed on an acre of raised bog not under an SAC designation by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58156/12]

16/01/2013WRAA02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In the con-
text of the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs, under the cessation of turf cutting 
compensation scheme, my Department is prepared to consider the purchase or long-term lease 
of suitable sites for turf extraction. As outlined in my reply to Question No 135 of 22 Novem-
ber last, it is not possible to place a set figure on the amount my Department would pay, as a 
variety of factors would need to be taken into consideration. Nor is my Department in a position 
to place a value on the commercial value of a bog, which in turn is subject to a variety of mat-
ters, including for example, whether a bog has planning permission and all necessary licences 
required for commercial exploitation. My Department is focused on relocating turf cutters for 
domestic cutting.

  Question No. 559 answered with Question No. 557.

16/01/2013WRAA02500Irish Language Issues

16/01/2013WRAA02600560. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide details of the grants provided to Irish language organisations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1085/13]
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16/01/2013WRAA02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am as-
suming that the Deputy is referring to the financial assistance provided by Foras na Gaeilge, a 
constituent agency of the North South Language Body, to 19 core-funded Irish language organi-
sations, North and South. I am advised that the funding provided by Foras na Gaeilge to these 
organisations in 2012 was as set out in the table:

TABLE: Funding provided by Foras na Gaeilge to core-funded Irish language organisations 
in 2012

NORTH £ (Sterling)
Altram 560,143
An tÁisaonad 306,036
Comhaltas Uladh 71,559
Forbairt Feirste 107,850
Iontaobhas Ultach 191,193
Raidió Fáilte 98,828
Pobal 169,819
Total (£ Sterling) £1,505,428

SOUTH € (Euro) 
An Comhlachas Náisiúnta Drámaíochta 199,545
Comhdháil Náisiúnta na Gaeilge 595,670
Conradh na Gaeilge 514,120
Comhar na Múinteoirí Gaeilge 186,221
Comhluadar 214,308
Cumann na bhFiann 450,954
Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta 972,521
Gael-Linn 635,197
Gaelscoileanna 440,880
Glór na nGael 482,170
Oireachtas na Gaeilge 454,171
Raidió na Life 209,614
Total (€ Euro) €5,117,427
For the sake of completeness, I should say that, in addition to the core-funding set out 

above, Foras na Gaeilge, Údarás na Gaeltachta and my own Department provide certain finan-
cial assistance to numerous community organisations, both inside and outside the Gaeltacht, 
for the purpose of promoting the Irish language. This assistance is provided through a range 
of schemes and initiatives, details of which can be obtained on the relevant websites at www.
forasnagaeilge.ie, www.udaras.ie and www.ahg.gov.ie.

16/01/2013WRAA02800Public Procurement Contracts Expenditure

16/01/2013WRAA02900561. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
date on which consultants were appointed to complete the design and tendering process for the 
construction of terminals at the airstrips on Inishbofin and Cleggan; the amount paid to them 
to date; the work done to date; when their work is due to be completed; when tenders will be 
sought for these projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1114/13]
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16/01/2013WRAA03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment appointed consultants to complete the design and tender process for the construction of 
terminals at the airstrips on Inishbofin and Cleggan in February 2011. An amount of €15,495.91 
has been paid to the consultants to date. The consultants have obtained planning permission 
for the construction of the terminals and have conducted site investigations. They are currently 
preparing tender documents for the construction phase of the project. My Department is not in 
a position to state when their work will be completed or when tenders will be sought for the 
project. 

16/01/2013WRAA03100Turbary Rights

16/01/2013WRAA03200562. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding claims by bog owners located at the All Saints bog; if claims lodged have 
been processed, approved and paid; if legal and or consultants’ fees have been approved and 
paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1121/13]

16/01/2013WRAA03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, a group of turf cutters from All Saints Bog and Esker special area of con-
servation had applied to sell their interest in the land and negotiations in relation to this issue 
have been ongoing for a number of years. In an attempt to resolve the matter last year, a number 
of options were made available to the individuals within the group, including the sale of their 
interest in the land or entry to the cessation of turf-cutting compensation scheme (comprising a 
payment of €1,500 per year, index linked, for 15 years or, where feasible, relocation to a non-
designated bog). 

A number of the individuals from the group of turf cutters have yet to formally accept the 
offers made to them. Three individuals have accepted the offers and their legal representatives 
are in correspondence with my officials. However, my Department is still awaiting contracts for 
sale from the relevant solicitors. 

For individuals who have decided to sell their interest in land, a contribution to legal fees is 
made where the purchase price is under €31,743. This is usually payable on the closing of the 
sale.

In an effort to bring the negotiations to a successful conclusion, my Department also agreed 
to pay the reasonable fees of an individual who had represented the group of turf cutters through-
out this time. I understand that this payment will be made in the coming weeks.

16/01/2013WRAA03400Air Services Provision

16/01/2013WRAA03500563. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén uair a dhéanfar tairiscintí le haghaidh na seirbhíse aeir go dtí na hOileáin Árann a 
logáil ó tharla go dtagann deireadh leis an gconradh reatha ag deireadh mhí Lúnasa [1196/13]

16/01/2013WRAA03600564. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil sé i gceist síneadh a chur leis an gconradh seirbhíse aeir go dtí na hOileáin 
Árann [1197/13]

16/01/2013WRAA03700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Tógfaidh mé 
ceisteanna 563 agus 564 le chéile.  

Mar is eol don Teachta, tá mo Roinn ag scrúdú na ceiste a bhaineann le hathnuachan an 
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chonartha don tseirbhís aeir do na hOileáin Árann. Tá an scrúdú sin á dhéanamh i gcomhthéacs 
na gconarthaí uile atá ag mo Roinn do sheirbhísí iompair do na hoileáin agus i gcomhthéacs an 
tsoláthair airgid atá ag mo Roinn do na seirbhísí sin. Déanfar cinneadh maidir leis an tseirbhís 
aeir go luath.

16/01/2013WRAA03800Seirbhísí Oileán

16/01/2013WRAA03900565. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil sé i gceist freagracht maidir le bunstruchtúr agus fóirdheontais farantóireachta 
oileán a aistriú chuig na húdaráis áitiúla mar atá luaite i leathanach 39 den fhoilseachán Putting 
People First; cén plé a bhí ag a Roinn leis an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
faoin gceist go dáta [1198/13]

16/01/2013WRAA04000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Níl aon 
phlean ag mo Roinn faoi láthair chun an fhreagracht maidir le bunstruchtúr agus fóirdheontais 
farantóireachta oileán a aistriú chuig na húdaráis áitiúla. Cé go raibh teagmháil idir mo Roinn 
agus an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil ar an ábhar seo, níl aon mhion-phlé 
déanta ag na Ranna faoin gceist, rud a bheadh riachtanach sula ndéanfaí aon chinneadh sa chás. 

16/01/2013WRAA04100Seirbhísí Oileán

16/01/2013WRAA04200566. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta céard é an líon is mó daltaí in aon teach amháin a n-íocfar deontais ina leith faoi scéim 
na bhfoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge sa bhliain 2013 [1199/13]

16/01/2013WRAA04300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Íocadh deon-
tas faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge i leith uasmhéid de 14 foghlaimeoirí a bhí ar iostas 
le teaghlaigh sa Ghaeltacht i 2012.

Moladh i dtuarascáil mo Roinne, dar teideal Athbhreithniú ar chóras na gColáistí Samhraidh   
a foilsíodh i 2000, gur 14 foghlaimeoirí a bheadh mar uaslíon ceadaithe i ngach teach atá aithe-
anta faoin scéim agus go gcuirfí an moladh sin i bhfeidhm thar thréimhse 5 bliana. Tá sé i gceist 
ag mo Roinn leanúint i mbliana ag íoc deontas i leith uasmhéid de 14 foghlaimeoirí i ngach 
teach atá aitheanta faoin scéim.

16/01/2013WRAA04400Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge

16/01/2013WRAA04500567. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén uair a fhógrófar athruithe i scéim na bhfoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge do 2013 [1200/13]

16/01/2013WRAA04600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Ar an gcéad 
dul síos, tá áthas orm a rá go leanfar ag íoc deontas i mbliana le teaghlaigh aitheanta Gaeltachta 
a choinníonn foghlaimeoirí ar iostas agus iad ag freastal ar choláistí Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht faoi 
Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge. Tá soláthar reatha de tuairim is €6.723m ar fáil i mbliana do 
mo Roinn faoi na Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeltachta, lena n-áirítear Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí 
Gaeilge. Is figiúr táscach é seo, faoi réir na Meastachán a bheith foilsithe agus faofa i mí Fe-
abhra 2013. Maidir le haon athrú a bheadh le déanamh ar an scéim, ní miste a rá go mbíonn 
cumarsáid rialta ag mo Roinn le Comhchoiste Náisiúnta na gColáistí Samhraidh (CONCOS). 
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16/01/2013WRAA04700Arts Council Funding

16/01/2013WRAA04800568. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the reason an organisation (details supplied) in County Kerry does not receive funding from the 
Arts Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1272/13]

16/01/2013WRAA04900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Government 
policy on the arts is set out in the Programme for Government  .  As Minister responsible for 
the arts and culture sectors, I am committed to securing the best possible funding provision for 
them during my term of office.

Government policy is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, increase access to 
and participation in the arts, to make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life, and 
to maximise the potential for cultural tourism.  

Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is 
devolved to the Arts Council, which, under the Arts Acts, is independent in its funding deci-
sions.  Under statute I may not intervene in its funding decisions. In 2013, the Arts Council will 
receive an allocation of some €60.7 million in current, capital and EU Presidency funding.

I am very well aware of the important role played by the organisation referred to by the 
Deputy in promoting a varied arts and culture programme to those living locally, further afield 
and visitors to the area. However, the provision of funding to it is a matter in the remit solely 
of the Council.

The Government appreciates the importance of the arts, culture and the creative industries 
to both our society and to our economy. I am fully aware of the challenges for those involved 
in the arts and culture sectors and of the tremendous work they are doing.  I am committed to 
supporting the essential elements of the arts and culture sectors, within the available financial 
resources and in the light of the evolving budgetary and Estimates processes.

16/01/2013WRAA05000Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRAA05100569. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the jobs action plan; if he will report 
on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is 
taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1276/13]

16/01/2013WRAA05200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Gov-
ernment’s Action Plan for Jobs  , published in February 2012, sets out 10 specific actions to 
be undertaken by my Department and the agencies under its remit in the areas of arts, culture, 
creative enterprise, heritage and cultural tourism, and the Gaeltacht and Irish language sectors.

Throughout 2012, we worked to meet both the explicit and implicit objectives set for these 
areas. The focus of my Department, at all times, was on promoting economic growth and sus-
taining employment having regard to the significant contribution of the arts and heritage sectors 
to cultural tourism and the role of Údarás in supporting job creation in the Gaeltacht areas.   The 
relevant actions (under section 7 of the Plan) are set out below.

7.14 Arts, Culture and Creative Enterprise
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7.14.1 Take actions as set out in the Creative Capital Report prepared by the 
Audiovisual Strategic Review Steering Group to double the value of the 
film and audiovisual sector by 2016 to over €1 billion, double employ-
ment to over 10,000 and increase cultural exports of Irish audiovisual 
production
Steps Necessary 
for Delivery

Timeline Responsible body

Work with the 
audiovisual 
industry to grow 
exports

Ongoing 2012 Irish Film Board

Undertaking a 
range of skills 
initiatives to 
address medium 
to long-term 
challenges for 
the sector

Ongoing 2012 Irish Film Board

Leveraging 
investment in 
data centers and 
cloud comput-
ing to create 
distribution and 
fulfillment op-
portunities for 
the digital con-
tent industries.

Ongoing 2012 Irish Film Board

7.14.2 Through Culture 
Ireland, maxi-
mise the busi-
ness opportuni-
ties abroad for 
cultural and ar-
tistic businesses 
and enterprises 
by promoting 
Irish artists 
world�wide 
and showcasing 
our strengths 
in culture and 
creativity.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG/IDA
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7.14.3 Through Culture 
Ireland, under-
take joint mar-
keting activities 
with the enter-
prise develop-
ment agencies 
to build ‘brand 
Ireland’ in this 
sector.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG/Enterprise agencies

7.14.4 Leverage the 
potential for 
language and 
roots tourism, 
working with 
Tourism Ireland, 
the National 
Archives of 
Ireland, Foras 
na Gaeilge and 
relevant part-
ners.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG/ Tourism Ireland, National 
Archives of Ireland / Foras na 
Gaeilge and relevant partners

7.14.5 Roll�out further 
cultural digitiza-
tion initiatives, 
in partnership 
with the private 
sector, in order 
the leverage our 
unique cultural 
offerings and 
bring them to a 
wider interna-
tional audience.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG
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7.14.6 Through the 
Arts Council, 
support over 50 
venues, ap-
proximately 
200 festivals 
and 400 arts 
organisations in 
2012, support-
ing employment 
in communities 
across the coun-
try, both directly 
through funding 
artists and or-
ganisations and 
indirectly in the 
tourism sector 
and the wider 
economy.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG

7.14.7 Ensure continu-
ity in the provi-
sion of heritage 
services nation-
ally through an 
allocation of 
€48m for 2012.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG

7.14.8 Invest in quality 
customer offer-
ings through the 
National Cul-
tural Institutions 
and regional 
cultural bodies 
and enterprises 
to enhance our 
overall tourism 
offering and to 
make Ireland a 
destination of 
cultural dis-
tinction for the 
cultural tourists 
globally.

Ongoing 2012 DAHG

16/01/2013WRAA05300Tax Reliefs Abolition

16/01/2013WRAA05400570. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his views 
on the recent criticisms of the artist’s exemption scheme by the Arts Council; when he expects 
new draft guidelines to be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1324/13]
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16/01/2013WRAA05500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Subsection 
12 of section 195 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for the drawing up of guidelines 
for the exemption from tax of certain earnings of writers, composers and artists.  According 
to this legislation, the Arts Council and the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht are 
responsible for drawing up the guidelines, with the consent of the Minister for Finance.  I am 
currently involved in a deliberative process regarding the review of the existing guidelines and 
there has been correspondence on the matter between me and Minister Noonan. To date, new 
guidelines have not been finalised. 

Given the deliberative process that is under way, the Deputy will appreciate that further 
comment would not be appropriate at this time.

16/01/2013WRAA05600Special Areas of Conservation Designation

16/01/2013WRAA05700571. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding a special protection area appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Donegal when a decision will issue on the appeal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1401/13]

16/01/2013WRAA05800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The land-
owners in question have exercised their right to appeal the inclusion of land within the Spe-
cial Protection Area (SPA) in question to the independent Designated Areas Appeals Advisory 
Board. It will undertake a formal assessment based on a full scientific report.  The Board has 
written to the landowners in question, outlining its requirements and requesting a scientific 
report in support of the appeal.  

Following receipt of this report from the appellants, and a similar focused report from my 
Department, the Board will arrange a formal appeal hearing.  As soon as possible thereafter, the 
Board will make a recommendation to me, as Minister, on whether the land, or parts thereof, 
should remain within the site, based the scientific merits of the case.  

16/01/2013WRAA05900National Parks Opening Hours

16/01/2013WRAA06000572. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way it is planned to honour and acknowledge the contribution of John McShane at the reno-
vated Killarney House; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1613/13]

16/01/2013WRAA06100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In 2011, I 
announced an extensive refurbishment programme for Killarney House and its gardens.  These 
works are in progress and, when the House is fully refurbished, it will act as an interpretative 
centre for the whole of Killarney National Park.

Given that the State acquired the vast majority of the Killarney National Park lands and 
buildings through civic benevolence, it is intended that the interpretive plan for Killarney 
House will include the historical background to the Park’s development, including reference to 
the historical owners of the lands that now make up Killarney National Park, as well as an ap-
propriate acknowledgement of those, including John McShain, who made generous donations 
of property. 

16/01/2013WRAA06200Arts Funding
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16/01/2013WRAA06300573. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide additional funding for the arts in County Longford, to bridge the gap between the 
Arts Council funding and local authority funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1644/13]

16/01/2013WRAA06400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Government 
policy is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, increase access to and participation 
in the arts, to make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life, and maximise the 
potential for cultural tourism. 

Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout the country is 
devolved to the Arts Council, which, under the Arts Acts, is independent in its funding deci-
sions.  Under statute I may not intervene in its funding decisions. In 2013, the Arts Council will 
receive an allocation of some €60.7 million in current, capital and EU Presidency funding.

The Government appreciates the importance of the arts, culture and the creative industries 
to both our society and to our economy. I am fully aware of the challenges for those involved 
in the arts and culture sectors and of the tremendous work they are doing.  I am committed to 
supporting the essential elements of the arts and culture sectors, within the available financial 
resources and in the light of the evolving budgetary and Estimates processes. My Department 
does not have any funding available to it to provide additional current funding in Co. Longford. 
However, I am pleased that my Department was able to provide funding for capital expenditure 
to the Backstage Theatre under the Access II scheme.

16/01/2013WRAA06500State Papers Issues

16/01/2013WRAA06600574. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of State papers, older than 30 years, that have not been released as a result of exceptions to 
the 30 year rule in his Department and any agency under his remit; if he will provide a break-
down by year for his Department and any agency under his remit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1693/13]

16/01/2013WRAA06700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established in June 2011. I am advised that no records 
held by my Department that became 30 years old on 31 December 2011 or 31 December 2012 
have been withheld from public inspection.

With regard to bodies/agencies under the auspices of my Department, four such bodies are 
specifically named in the schedule to the National Archives Act 1986 - the National Archives, 
the National Archives Advisory Council, the National Library of Ireland and the National Mu-
seum of Ireland. However, there is no requirement at present for such bodies to transfer records 
to the National Archives and make them available for public inspection. Accordingly, the issue 
of records being withheld by these bodies does not arise.

16/01/2013WRAA06800Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRAA06900575. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1899/13]

16/01/2013WRAA07000576. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
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he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2030/13]

16/01/2013WRAA07100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 575 and 576 together. 

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011.  It oversees 
and has policy responsibility for the conservation, preservation, protection, development and 
presentation of Ireland’s heritage and culture.  My Department also seeks to promote the Irish 
language, to support the Gaeltacht and to assist the sustainable development of island commu-
nities.  Information in relation to the wide-ranging functions of my Department, as well as the 
programmes and schemes operated by it, can be found on my Department’s website at www.
ahg.gov.ie.  Details of State bodies and agencies with responsibilities relating to various aspects 
of my Department’s remit can also be accessed through that website.  

With regard to the specific information sought by the Deputy, I am assuming that the scope 
of his Questions is not intended to encompass non-statutory bodies and other organisations 
which receive grants from my Department for specific projects.  Accordingly, the table contains 
details of non-statutory bodies and organisations that   received operational funding from my 
Department’s Vote in respect of 2012.  It should be noted that some of these bodies may receive 
funding from other sources.

TABLE:  

Body/Organisation Funding provided in 2012
Irish Heritage Trust €373,000
Irish Architectural Archive €315,000
ICOMOS Ireland (International Council on 
Monuments and Sites)

€10,000

Irish Architectural Foundation €60,000
James Joyce Centre €152,000
National Print Museum €122,500
Irish Manuscripts Commission €245,000
Hunt Museum €425,000
Archbishop Marsh’s Library €345,000
Foynes Flying Boat Museum €110,000
Science Gallery €330,000
Cork Butter Museum €30,000
Irish Museum Association €35,000
Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe €323,920
Gaillimh le Gaeilge €132,000
Gnó Mhaigh Eo €120,000
Gael-Taca €74,520
Raidió Rí-Rá €58,725
An Cumann Scoildrámaíochta €40,000
Glór na nGael €40,000
Spleodar €33,120
Comhchoiste na gColáistí Samhraidh 
(CONCOS)

€64,500



16 January 2013

471

Body/Organisation Funding provided in 2012
Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne €496,681
Muintearas Teo €585,260
CLG - Comhairle Chonnacht €70,000
CLG - Comhairle na Mumhan €34,892
Cumann Rugbaí Chorca Dhuibhne €2,000
Óige na Gaeltachta €4,986
An Gaelacadamh €119,400
An Chrannóg €2,960
Eagraíocht na Scoileanna Gaeltachta €61,076
Oideas Gael €70,000
Coláiste UISCE €50,000
Gael Uladh €24,464
Áras Uí Ghramhnaigh €3,240
Scoil na nÓg Ghleann Maighir €23,161
Scoil na Leanaí Coláiste na Rinne €19,038
Ionad Cultúrtha Bhaile Mhúirne €31,000
Coiste Céim Aniar €7,000
Crann Taca - Ionad Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh €87,000
Fibín €15,000
Comhdháil Oileán na hÉireann €1,404
Comhlacht Traenach na Gaeltachta Láir €39,000

16/01/2013WRAA07200Exploration Industry Data

16/01/2013WRAA07300577. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources in view of the potential for oil and gas industries to exploit the natural resources 
which lie underneath our sea bed, if he has proposals to support such undersea exploitation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [57840/12]

16/01/2013WRAA07400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Government policy is to maximise the benefits to Ireland from exploration for and production 
of our indigenous oil and gas resources, while ensuring that activities are conducted safely and 
with due regard to their impact on the environment and other land/sea users 

In recent years there has been some upturn in the level of interest in exploration off our 
coast, however, the potential of the Irish offshore as a petroleum producing region is largely 
unproven and this is likely to remain the case unless there is a significant increase in the level 
of exploration activity, in particular exploration drilling.

To this end, my Department encourages exploration investment through an active and tar-
geted promotion campaign, regular licensing rounds and by supporting petroleum research 
projects that deepen knowledge of the petroleum potential of the Irish offshore. Last Novem-
ber, I announced that my Department had designed a major state-of-the-art seismic acquisition 
programme to provide a regional grid of high quality seismic data over our Atlantic frontier ba-
sins.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the procurement process for the survey is nearing 
completion with data acquisition planned for later this year.  When complete, the survey will 
add to the understanding of the petroleum potential of our frontier basins and should provide a 
boost to our efforts to attract international mobile exploration investment to Ireland.  
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16/01/2013WRBB00200Exploration Industry Data

16/01/2013WRBB00300578. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in view of the fact that a new federal study in the US has found the drilling 
practice known as fracking can trigger earthquakes and the US Geological Survey found that oil 
and gas operations caused the majority, if not all, earthquakes in certain areas of New Mexico 
and Colorado between 2001 and 2011, his views on allowing such practices to take place here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57865/12]

16/01/2013WRBB00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have made it clear on a number of occasions that any application for an exploration licence 
that proposed the use of hydraulic fracturing as part of an unconventional gas exploration pro-
gramme would be subject to a full environmental impact assessment.  An Environmental Im-
pact Assessment entails consideration of the potential impacts of a project on population, fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, including the architectural and archaeo-
logical heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the above factors.  Under the EIA 
Directive, it is not possible to permit a project unless it can be determined following assessment 
that it would not have an unacceptable environmental or social impact.

In this context, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has commenced a process to 
issue a public call in early 2013 inviting interested parties to tender for the offer of funding from 
both the EPA Strive Programme and my Department to conduct detailed research on the use 
of Unconventional Gas Exploration and Extraction in Ireland, in particular with regard to the 
use of hydraulic fracturing (fracking) technology.  The study follows on from the preliminary 
research into the environmental aspects of shale gas extraction, conducted by the University of 
Aberdeen, which was published by the EPA in May 2012.

The proposed terms of reference for this study have been developed and are currently the 
subject of a Public Consultation Process which was launched on 11 January 2013.  Interested 
parties have been invited to submit written comments by 8 March 2013.  Further details are 
available from the EPA website (www.epa.ie).

The offer of funding will be available to support research under three main areas:

  - baseline characterisation (geological impacts)
  - seismic impacts
  - regulatory framework for environmental protection.

  In regard to the research on seismic impacts, it is proposed that the research will include a 
review of historical and modern records of natural seismicity in Ireland, an assessment of 
the nature and magnitude of induced seismicity associated with hydraulic fracturing opera-
tions, with reference to North America and UK and a review of seismic risk control regimes.  
Recommendations for systems applicable to Ireland, with particular reference to case study 
areas, will also be made.

I wish to confirm that no applications have been made to my Department to date proposing 
the use of hydraulic fracturing in exploration drilling.  Furthermore, until there has been time 
to consider this further research, the use of this technology in Ireland will not be authorised.  

16/01/2013WRBB00500Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers
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16/01/2013WRBB00600579. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his De-
partment in the past 12 months and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within 
his Department in the past 12 months.  [57756/12]

16/01/2013WRBB00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) is a tool used to assess the likely effects of a proposed new 
regulation or legislative change. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that given the different stages legislative proposals in the De-
partment are at, that in the past twelve months there have been no RIAs undertaken by my 
Department.

More generally, I would point out that my Department engages in an ongoing basis on 
evaluation of various policy proposals.  

16/01/2013WRBB00800Renewable Energy Generation Issues

16/01/2013WRBB00900580. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to encourage the use of solar photovoltaic cells as micro generators of elec-
tricity for end users of the residential sector; his plans to introduce a REFIT tariff to encourage 
the use of PV cells to generate electricity in this sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [57775/12]

16/01/2013WRBB01000581. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to encourage the use of solar photovoltaic cells as micro generators of 
electricity for end users in the commercial and industrial sectors; his plans to introduce a REFIT 
tariff to encourage the use of PV cells to generate electricity in these sectors; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [57776/12]

16/01/2013WRBB01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 580 and 581 together. 

Electric Ireland has been offering a 9c/kwh feed in tariff, on a commercial basis, to domestic 
microgenerators (including in the solar PV category) since February 2009.  No other electricity 
supply company has to date chosen to enter the market and to offer a microgeneration feed-in-
tariff on a commercial basis, although the Commission for Energy Regulation invited them to 
do so.  No company has opted to offer, on a commercial basis, a feed-in-tariff for microgenera-
tion of solar PV to the commercial and industrial sectors.

Previously, a joint ESB/Electric Ireland microgeneration support scheme for the domes-
tic sector offering a total of 19c/kwh (comprising €10c/kwh from ESB Networks combined 
with the 9c/kwh from ESB Customer Supply (now Electric Ireland)) ran for 3 years (February 
2009-February 2012) and had a take up of between 500 and 600 installations.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has been asked to provide my Depart-
ment with analysis of other means through which the microgeneration sector could be sup-
ported, apart from through a feed-in-tariff funded from the Public Service Obligation.

In 2009, the SEAI initiated a pilot microgeneration programme.  This involved 42 installa-
tions of various microgeneration technologies.  A final monitoring report on the performance 
of the installations and learning from the programme is awaited from SEAI.  This will inform 
future policy development. 
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In view of falling technology costs, the Department has also asked SEAI to update analysis 
on the costs of varying levels of support for microgeneration technologies, with a view to con-
sidering how the sector could be supported in the future.

16/01/2013WRBB01200Public Procurement Contracts Expenditure

16/01/2013WRBB01300582. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if payments have been made to date to contractors with respect to the supply 
of turbines and the construction of the wind farm at Mount Lucas; and if so, if all contractors in 
receipt of payments have a formal agreement with Bord na Móna. [57805/12]

16/01/2013WRBB01400583. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will confirm if all contracts for the supply of turbines and the construc-
tion of wind farms at Mount Lucas, County Offaly, have been signed off on; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [57824/12]

16/01/2013WRBB01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 582 and 583 together. 

The award of contracts for this project is a day to day operational matter for the Board and 
management of Bord na Mόna, and I have no function in this matter.

I have been advised by Bord na Mόna that contracts for the supply of turbines and other 
works in respect of the Mount Lucas windfarm project, have been awarded following a detailed 
procurement process in compliance with applicable Irish and EU Procurement Regulations.

Formal agreements are in place with all the contractors concerned, the details of which are 
confidential.  

16/01/2013WRBB01600Departmental Bodies Abolition

16/01/2013WRBB01700584. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, 
quangos or other entities, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Depart-
ment that have been abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the 
savings that have been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that 
has been achieved; if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pur-
sue in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57874/12]

16/01/2013WRBB01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that I have not abolished any State Bodies since taking office on 
9   March 2011.  My Department has reviewed the rationalisation proposals for agencies un-
der its aegis as set out in the Public Service Reform Plan.  The outcome of this review, which 
was recently published by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, is that the Digital 
Hub Development Agency (DHDA) will be merged (initially on an administrative basis) with 
Dublin City Council (DCC), pending enactment of legislation.  This merger is expected to yield 
short term savings of approximately €400k, which amounts to over 20% of the Exchequer cur-
rent subvention.  The most significant benefits to be gained from a merger of the DHDA with 
DCC are the synergies created from a closer relationship between the DHDA and the range of 
disciplines and skills available within the DCC.

In addition, the Government also announced further proposed mergers, which include pro-
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vision for the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, which is under the aegis of my Department, to merge 
with the Valuation Office and Property Registration Authority.  The merger potentially provides 
an opportunity for more efficient and cost-effective delivery of land and property administra-
tion services.  Medium term savings are likely to be achievable in the areas of common back 
office functions such as HR, conventional (non-specialised) IT systems, Financial Management 
and Corporate Services.  There may also be potential savings in the areas of accommodation 
and software licences.  In the longer term, more efficiencies/synergies in delivery of the merged 
organisation’s services may lead to further savings in operational areas.  Additional commercial 
revenues which would reduce the burden on the State may also be achievable in the medium to 
long term.  The lead Department in relation to this rationalisation is the Department of Justice 
and Equality.

There is also provision for the back-office administrative functions of the Commission for 
Communications Regulation (ComReg) to be merged with the Broadcasting Authority of Ire-
land (BAI).  I would advise the Deputy that neither BAI nor ComReg is Exchequer funded and 
as a result any savings achieved would not accrue to the Exchequer.  Future tangible back office 
savings derive mainly from the merging of the support systems and pooling of outsourced func-
tions and external consultancies in the short to medium term.

More generally, I would point out that total staff numbers at Non Commercial Agencies 
under the aegis of my Department was 777 at end 2010 and 686 at end 2012.  

16/01/2013WRBB01900Renewable Energy Generation Issues

16/01/2013WRBB02000585. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his position on biomass as a renewable energy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [57947/12]

16/01/2013WRBB02100586. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the percentage of renewable energy that biomass will represent in meeting our EU 
targets for 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57948/12]

16/01/2013WRBB02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 585 and 586 together. 

The Government is committed, in order to meet our 2020 binding targets, to increase renew-
able energy to 40% in the electricity sector, 10% in the transport sector and 12% in the heating 
sector, which together amounts to 16% overall, in line with our target under the EU Renewable 
Energy Directive.

Currently, Ireland imports around 90% of its fuel to meet demand at a cost of approximately 
€6bn per annum.  Developing renewable sources of energy, including energy from biomass, 
will help Ireland reduce its dependence on these imports.  In addition, because sustainable 
biomass is considered carbon neutral, it will also assist Ireland meet its Climate Change com-
mitments under the Kyoto Protocol and the 2020 European Union targets.

Energy from biomass offers a number of advantages for meeting Ireland’s energy needs.  It 
can address energy needs across all the energy sectors, it can be sourced indigenously and can 
enhance competitiveness through the provision of cleaner, and ultimately cheaper energy.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has modelled in its ‘Energy Forecasts 
for Ireland for 2020’ that energy from biomass in 2020 will account for approximately 5% of 
our electricity requirements, approximately 10% of our heat requirements and, in the form of 
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biofuels, will contribute around 9% of the energy required in the transport sector.  

16/01/2013WRBB02300Telecommunications Services Provision

16/01/2013WRBB02400587. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the poor phone coverage (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [57999/12]

16/01/2013WRBB02500598. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will contact the mobile phone service providers and notify them of the 
problems with the service in the Castlecove, Caherdaniel, Derrynane, Blackvalley, Blackwater 
and general areas in south Kerry; his plans to improve the service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1189/13]

16/01/2013WRBB02600602. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he is satisfied with the level of mobile phone coverage being provided in an area 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1304/13]

16/01/2013WRBB02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 587, 598 and 602 together. 

All citizens are entitled to reasonable access to basic telephone services at fixed locations 
in accordance with provisions contained in the European Communities (Electronic Communi-
cations Networks and Services) (Universal Service and User’s Rights) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 
337/2011).  Any failure by the universal service provider, currently eircom, to meet reasonable 
requests for fixed line phone services should be notified to the Commission for Communica-
tions Regulation (ComReg), the independent market regulator.

The provision of universal access to phone services is limited to the provision of such ser-
vices at fixed locations using fixed line or equivalent technologies.

The provision of mobile phone networks and services is undertaken by telecommunications 
service providers operating in a fully liberalised market under licences provided by ComReg.

I am advised by ComReg that one of the requirements of these licences is that Mobile Net-
work Operators (MNOs) must provide a minimum level of national population coverage.  I 
understand that operators tend to exceed their minimum coverage requirements for commercial 
reasons.  Subject to any other statutory consent requirements including planning consents re-
quirements, the design of each mobile network is a matter entirely for each network operator.

Given that mobile telephone services are a radio based technology, services can be affected 
by several factors including; topography (the surroundings, trees, terrain, buildings etc.) and 
the capacity of the network (the amount of subscribers on the same base station at a given time) 
and more generally the quality of access which customers have to mobile telephone antennas.  
Industry has signalled that the recently concluded multi-band spectrum auction, which released 
additional radio spectrum previously unavailable for mobile operators, should result in en-
hanced services being rolled out.

I am also advised by ComReg that following previous parliamentary questions regarding 
the quality of mobile phone services in Kerry it contacted the licensed operators. ComReg 
advises me that in responses one MNO outlined difficulties in locating new infrastructure in 
County Kerry including difficulties in securing consent to construct masts.  It was indicated to 
ComReg that this difficulty arises in part from a provision in Kerry County Council’s Develop-
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ment Plan, which states that; “It is the policy of the Planning Authority that telecommunication 
masts shall not be located within 1 kilometre of residential properties, schools, hospitals or any 
structures where there is human occupancy for residential or daily work purposes”, which limits 
service providers ability to locate masts and antennas adjacent to market demand.

16/01/2013WRBB02800Television Reception

16/01/2013WRBB02900588. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of people who cannot access a Saorview signal; the way he plans to 
address this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58028/12]

16/01/2013WRBB03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In regard to SAORVIEW, as with the analogue terrestrial TV network that it replaces, the new 
national digital terrestrial TV service operated by RTÉ and which provides access to the na-
tional Irish TV channels on a non-subscription basis i.e. free to air covers 98% of the popula-
tion.  This accords with the requirements of the Broadcasting Act 2009.  100% coverage is not 
possible on a terrestrial network.

RTÉ has also rolled out a satellite TV service – called SAORSAT which is available to 
100% of the population and provides access to the Irish public service TV channels on a non-
subscription basis i.e. free to air.

16/01/2013WRBB03100Television Licence Fee Payments

16/01/2013WRBB03200589. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding a TV licence refund (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [58136/12]

16/01/2013WRBB03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A Television Licence is granted under section 143 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 to a person to 
keep and have possession of a television set in a premises or specified place in the State.

In accordance with the television licence regulations made under Section 144 of the 2009 
Act, every television licence issued is valid for a full twelve month period.  While the timing 
of the commencement of this period varies depending on whether the licence issued is new or a 
renewal, the period of validity is fixed and the system does not currently allow for the granting 
of refunds or rebates.

That said, in recognition of the circumstances which have prompted the Deputy to raise this 
question, I would suggest that the family concerned may wish to contact An Post, who operate 
the TV licence system on my behalf, to explore the possibility of having the licence transferred.

16/01/2013WRBB03400Broadband Services Speeds

16/01/2013WRBB03500590. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his plans to reduce the cost of high speed broadband in County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [58188/12]

16/01/2013WRBB03600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been liberalised since 1999.  The delivery of deregu-
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lated telecommunications services, which includes the provision of broadband services, and 
the retail prices charged are decided in the open competitive market by commercial operators.  
Neither my Department nor the market regulator, the Commission for Communications Regula-
tion (ComReg), has any legal basis to regulate retail broadband charges.

ComReg does however operate a web-based call-cost comparison service which, among 
other things, allows customers to identify broadband services and combined services available 
by county and to compare competing retail broadband prices.  This can be accessed at the fol-
lowing link:

http://www.callcosts.ie/broadband/Broadband_Calculator.175.LE.asp.  

16/01/2013WRBB03700Rural Development Programme Funding

16/01/2013WRBB03800591. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the amount of funding drawn down from the EU under the rural development pro-
gramme 2007-2013 in respect of the rural broadband scheme in the years 2011 and 2012; the 
matching funding provided by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1094/13]

16/01/2013WRBB03900592. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the total allocation by his Department under the rural development programme 
2007-2013 to the rural broadband scheme; the amount of this funding from the EU and the 
amount from the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1095/13]

16/01/2013WRBB04000593. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of connections made under the rural broadband programme in 2011 and 
2012; the number projected from 1 January 2013 to the end of the programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1096/13]

16/01/2013WRBB04100594. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of connections to date under the rural broadband scheme broken down 
according to the technology used such as fibre, wireless, satellite, fixed line and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1097/13]

16/01/2013WRBB04200595. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has carried out any evaluation of the rural broadband scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1098/13]

16/01/2013WRBB04300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 591 to 595, inclusive, together. 

The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched last year in recognition of the fact that 
despite the widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained indi-
vidual premises that were unable to receive broadband provision.  This Scheme was aimed at 
making a basic broadband service available to un-served premises in rural areas, not already 
covered by the National Broadband Scheme.

An evaluation of the Scheme concluded that commercial service providers have been in a 
position to offer services to almost all applicants under the Scheme who agreed to engage with 
them.

The Application Phase of the RBS closed in July and approximately 3,700 applications 
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qualified under the terms of the Scheme.  The details of these applicants were passed to partici-
pating Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and they responded to DCENR indicating where they 
may be able to offer services.  A total of 29 companies participated in this part of the Scheme 
and a total of 2011 applicants gave their consent to receive written offers of service from these 
ISPs.

The participating ISPs wrote to these 2011 applicants in April 2012 with offers of service 
and 509 applicants availed of these offers.

The ISPs participating in the Scheme were not required to provide information regarding the 
technology used to serve applicants and accordingly it is not possible to provide a breakdown 
of delivery platform for applicants served through the Scheme.

The data returned by the participating ISPs indicates that in the case of a total of 6 appli-
cants, it was not possible to provide a service from any of the service providers who made of-
fers.  Two of these applicants have since obtained a service from a commercial operator.

In the remaining cases, my Department has been in contact with the applicants and is ar-
ranging a site visit to assess the locations in question.

As the ISPs participating in the Scheme indicated their ability to provide services to almost 
all of the qualifying applicants under the Scheme, and directly offered services to those who 
agreed to engage with them, there has been no need for any disbursement of public money for 
the provision of services on the Scheme and no related draw-down of EU funding.  Under EU 
State Aids laws, public monies cannot be used to provide services where such services are al-
ready available from commercial providers.

My Department has informed the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine that the 
funding originally made available for this Scheme under the Rural Development Plan can now 
be redeployed for other rural development measures.

16/01/2013WRBB04400Telecommunications Services Provision

16/01/2013WRBB04500596. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on adopting laws that conform to principles of net neutrality; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1138/13]

16/01/2013WRBB04600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The issue of net neutrality is currently being considered by the European Commission.  The 
Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC) published its report on 
“Differentiation practices and related competition issues in the scope of net neutrality”, on 26th   
November, 2012.

The essence of net neutrality and the issues underpinning the debate include how best to pre-
serve the openness and quality of this platform allowing innovation to flourish, while ensuring 
respect for fundamental rights, such as freedom of expression and freedom to conduct business.

The EU will play an important role in this matter, guiding Member States on a common ap-
proach which could inform any future legislation.  I will await the outcome of EU deliberations 
in this regard.  

16/01/2013WRBB04700Exploration Licences Approvals
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16/01/2013WRBB04800597. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will clarify at what stage are discussions with a company (details supplied) re-
garding the issuing of new licences and permits for the extraction of lead and zinc ore in County 
Meath other than those already in existence; when he expects these permits and licences to be 
issued; if the issue of royalties will be attached to these new licences and permits and, if so, at 
what rate will they be applied.  [1139/13]

16/01/2013WRBB04900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Boliden Tara Mines Ltd currently operates under a number of State Mining Facilities (Leases 
and Licences), details of which may be found in the Six Monthly Report that I am required to 
lay before the Oireachtas under the Minerals Development Acts 1940 to 1999.

Discussions are at an advanced stage between my Department and the company on future 
terms for renewal of the existing facilities and for new facilities to mine additional areas, in-
cluding one for a major underground extension.  These terms will include payment of royalties 
to the State but the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot go into details at this time.  The details 
will be published in accordance with the statute and normal practice.

  Question No. 598 answered with Question No. 587.

16/01/2013WRBB05050Broadband Services Provision

16/01/2013WRBB05100599. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on whether it is vitally important to have in place high quality broad-
band at Carraroe, County Sligo where there is a high level of retail activity and small and 
medium enterprises located in Sligo; the reason Eircom is not proceeding to activate from their 
exchange at Carraroe and if the communications regulator attention has been drawn to the lack 
of proper broadband at this industrialised area of Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [1244/13]

16/01/2013WRBB05200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Broadband connectivity, as an enabling infrastructure for economic and social development, 
is a critical element of future sustainable economic growth and a priority for Government.  In 
terms of telecommunications policy, my Department plays a key role in providing a supportive 
legislative and regulatory environment within which competition can flourish and private sector 
investment can take place.

The provision of electronic communications services is, in the first instance, a matter for pri-
vate sector service providers operating in Ireland’s fully liberalised telecommunications mar-
ket, regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Communications Regulation 
(ComReg).  Broadband services are provided by a number of private service providers over 
various platforms including DSL (i.e. over telephone lines), fixed wireless, mobile, cable, fibre 
and satellite.  As such, business decisions including those relating   to the upgrading of an ex-
change are a matter for the operator concerned and not one in which I have a function.

The Government can intervene in the case of clear market failure.  It has, in the past, un-
dertaken, following EU State aid clearance, a number of initiatives to bring broadband to those 
parts of the country where operators have been unable to offer services on a commercial ba-
sis.  State investment in the Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) and the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS) are examples of such interventions.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
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which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators 
indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population 
by 2015.  The areas to be provided with those services will be determined by the commercial 
market operators.

One of the first steps in delivering on the commitments in the National Broadband Plan will 
be the completion of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in rela-
tion to commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout the 
country.  It will also identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of 
high speed broadband over the coming years.

Until that process is complete, the precise areas of the country which will require State inter-
vention will not be known.  I would reiterate however, that the Government remains committed 
to the delivery of the speeds referred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including areas 
such as Carraroe, in County Sligo, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.

16/01/2013WRCC00150Job Creation Issues

16/01/2013WRCC00200600. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the 2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; 
if he will report on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; 
the steps he is taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [1278/13]

16/01/2013WRCC00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Action Plan for Jobs was launched by the Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the Minister for 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on 13 February 2012.  The plan, which contains over 270 ac-
tions in total, sets out to improve supports for job-creating businesses and remove barriers to 
employment-creation across the economy.

While the Annual Report on the Action Plan has not yet been published by the Department 
of the Taoiseach, I can confirm that my Department has completed the actions set out for it in 
the Plan for 2012.  In the Telecommunications area, these include publication of a National 
Broadband Plan, the delivery of Phase I of the 100Mbps to second level schools programme, 
and ongoing support for the digital sector through the Digital Hub Development Agency and 
the National Digital Research Centre (NDRC).  In the Energy area, these include continuation 
of the Better Energy efficiency programmes while work continues on the development of a 
Pay As You Save Scheme (PAYS).  Phase 2 of the National Smart Meter Programme has com-
menced and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) continue to expand the range 
of energy support services to SMEs and large energy users. Energy research programmes sup-
port the International Energy Research Centre in Cork and development of the Maritime and 
Energy Research Centre at UCC.

My Department continues to play an important role in supporting economic growth and job 
creation.  Ongoing investment in energy programmes delivered by the SEAI are sustaining up 
to 3,000 construction-related jobs and energy research programmes are aimed at stimulating in-
vestment in new energy technologies and new enterprise opportunities.  In the communications 
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area, the National Broadband Plan which was published in 2012, aims to deliver a minimum 
of 30Mbps broadband connectivity to all parts of Ireland and to support industry in delivering 
significantly higher speeds in some areas, thereby underpinning economic growth and job op-
portunities.  Ongoing support for the Digital Hub Development Agency and the NDRC also 
aims to foster innovation and the development of indigenous digital enterprises. 

The national rollout of the 100Mbps to all post-primary schools project is continuing and 
all schools will be connected by the end of 2014.  This is a key investment in the future work-
force as the use of high speed broadband in schools can facilitate better learning outcomes and 
sharing of critical resources.  The Department also continues to fund the Digital Hub and the 
NDRC.  In 2012, 78% of the companies based at the Digital Hub expanded their business op-
erations, with 44% hiring additional staff and two-thirds planning to expand their workforce in 
2013.  Over 70% of the companies at the Hub export their products and services.   In addition 
to enterprise development at the Digital Hub, NDRC start-ups and companies have created 155 
full-time jobs and 66 part-time jobs by the end of 2012 as a direct result of the projects NDRC 
has supported.  

  I am also very conscious of the impact of Energy and Telecommunications infrastructure 
on competitiveness.  This is primarily a function of the quality of the infrastructure and the 
price of the services.  The Department engages intensively in an ongoing way on these is-
sues and works with the Energy and Communications regulators in this regard.  The main 
policy objectives are to promote investment, quality service and competition.  There have 
been significant improvements in both quality of service and competition in both Energy 
and Telecommunications in recent years.

In the case of Energy, the major investment by the State Companies in the key electricity and 
gas networks has delivered a modern and reliable infrastructure.   This has been complemented 
by significant private sector involvement especially in electricity generation and supply which 
has transformed the competitive landscape from the State monopoly situation of previous years.  
As a result, and notwithstanding the small size of the Irish market, there are now seven suppli-
ers in the electricity market and eight in the gas market. These developments have led to the 
growth of a very competitive market.  This is evidenced by the very high degree of switching of 
supplier in both the domestic and business sectors.  This competition is crucial given Ireland’s 
dependence on fossil fuels for electricity generation, by far the major contributor to the price of 
electricity, and a factor over which we have no control. 

16/01/2013WRCC00350Alternative Energy Projects

16/01/2013WRCC00400601. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if there is any claw-back provision for the State in place in the event of wind 
farms which have been financially supported by the State subsequently being sold on for a 
profit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1300/13]

16/01/2013WRCC00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Support schemes for windfarms are funded through the Public Service Obligation (PSO) on all 
electricity consumers.  The current scheme is known as REFIT (Renewable Energy Feed-in-
Tariff) and the previous scheme was AER (Alternative Energy Requirement).  The manner in 
which REFIT works is that it provides a guaranteed floor price for renewable generation ex-
ported to the electricity grid over a 15-year period.  By doing so, it provides sufficient certainty 
to developers to finance windfarms.

Generators who have applied for acceptance into the REFIT Scheme and who fulfil the 
Terms and Conditions receive a REFIT Letter of Offer.  On the basis of this, they enter into a 
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privately negotiated Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with a licensed supplier. The supplier is 
entitled to compensation according to the REFIT Terms and Conditions and compensates the 
generator according to the terms of the PPA they negotiated.  The generators in REFIT are com-
mercial entities.  There is no clause in the REFIT scheme preventing the sale of windfarms or 
requiring “claw-back”.  In the event of a sale, generators would notify relevant parties, and the 
sale should be done in accordance with any conditions relating to the sale that are contained in 
the PPA the original owner had entered into.

  Question No. 602 answered with Question No. 587.

16/01/2013WRCC00650Broadband Services Provision

16/01/2013WRCC00700603. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the plans to upgrade the broadband network in Howth, County Dublin, in 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1432/13]

16/01/2013WRCC00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Broadband connectivity, as an enabling infrastructure for economic and social development, 
is a critical element of future sustainable economic growth and a priority for Government.  In 
terms of telecommunications policy, my Department plays a key role in providing a supportive 
legislative and regulatory environment within which competition can flourish and private sector 
investment can take place.

The provision of electronic communications services is, in the first instance, a matter for pri-
vate sector service providers operating in Ireland’s fully liberalised telecommunications mar-
ket, regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Communications Regulation 
(ComReg).  Broadband services are provided by a number of private service providers over 
various platforms including DSL (i.e. over telephone lines), fixed wireless, mobile, cable, fibre 
and satellite.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.  During the preparation of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators indicated that they expect to provide 
70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015.  The areas to be provided with 
those services will be determined by the commercial market operators.

One of the first steps in delivering on the commitments in the National Broadband Plan will 
be the completion of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in rela-
tion to commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout the 
country.  It will also identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of 
high speed broadband over the coming years.  Until that process is complete, the precise areas 
of the country which will require State intervention, subject to EU State aid rules, will not be 
known.  I would reiterate however, that the Government remains committed to the delivery of 
the speeds referred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including areas such as Howth, 
County Dublin, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.

16/01/2013WRCC00850Exploration Industry Data
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16/01/2013WRCC00900604. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the current financial return to the Irish Exchequer from oil and gas exploration; 
the return in the years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011; the number of companies in each of 
those years that have contributed to that return and the names of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1441/13]

16/01/2013WRCC01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There have been four commercial natural gas discoveries since exploration began offshore 
Ireland in the early 1970s, namely the Kinsale, Ballycotton and Seven Heads (Kinsale area) 
producing gas fields off the coast of Cork and the Corrib gas field off the coast of Mayo.  There 
have been no commercial discoveries of oil to date.  The three Kinsale area gas fields are near-
ing depletion and currently provide approximately 5% of Ireland’s annual gas requirements.  
The Corrib field gas is under development and first gas is not anticipated until early 2015.

In terms of the direct financial contribution to the State, profits from the Kinsale area gas 
fields are taxed at a rate of 25%.  In addition royalties from the Kinsale and Ballycotton fields 
are payable to the State at a rate of 12.5% of the fair market value of the gas at the well head.  
While the amount paid in tax is a matter between the operators of the gas fields and the Revenue 
Commissioners, I can advise that the amount received in royalties since 2007 amounted to just 
under €27 million.  Full details are set out in the table. 

Royalties are not payable on production from the Seven Heads gas field as Ireland moved 
away from a royalty based payments system to a tax based system in 1987.  Profits from future 
production from the Corrib gas field will be taxed at a rate of 25%.  A comprehensive review of 
Ireland’s licensing terms was carried out in 2007 by independent economic consultants, follow-
ing which both the fiscal and non-fiscal licensing terms were revised.  The revised terms apply 
to all exploration licences issued since 1 January 2007 and provide for a new profit resource 
rent tax of up to 15% in addition to the 25% corporate tax rate already applying.  The revised 
terms ensure that the return to the State would be up to 40% in the case of very profitable fields.

Details of all petroleum authorisations are contained in the quarterly acreage report pub-
lished on the Department’s website www.dcenr.gov.ie   and in the six-monthly report on petro-
leum licensing laid before each House of the Oireachtas.

Royalty Payments for the period 1st January 2007 to 31st   December 2012

Year Company Royalties received
2007 PSE Kinsale Energy Limited €6,247,633
2008 PSE Kinsale Energy Lim-

ited.
€8,153,045

2009 PSE Kinsale Energy Limited €2,114,020
2010 PSE Kinsale Energy Lim-

ited.
€2,571,624

2011 PSE Kinsale Energy Lim-
ited.

€3,904,321

2012 PSE Kinsale Energy Lim-
ited.

€3,955,353

Total €26,945,996

16/01/2013WRCC01050Electricity Transmission Network

16/01/2013WRCC01100605. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources if he will provide an update on plans to bring high voltage electricity transmission 
systems under EirGrid’s grid 25 programme, to the north midlands in view of the fact that this 
is vital to the economic development of the region, particularly counties Longford and West-
meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1475/13]

16/01/2013WRCC01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
EirGrid’s Grid25 is a strategy to develop the transmission networks to put in place safe, secure 
and affordable electricity supplies throughout Ireland supporting economic growth, renewable 
and sustainable energy.  The Government endorses this major investment underway in the high 
voltage electricity transmission system.  Grid25 is the most important investment in Ireland’s 
transmission system for several generations and will position our energy system for decades to 
come.

The Government, in its ‘Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission and 
Other Energy Infrastructure’ (published in July 2012) underlined the need and urgency for new 
energy infrastructure in the national interest and from a European perspective.  In addition to 
the interests of individual consumers, the Policy Statement was equally conscious that public 
acceptability of such infrastructure is a major challenge.  Social acceptance and understanding 
of the need for new infrastructure is critical.  Public acceptability requires public confidence 
that projects and programmes adhere to the highest international standards of safety, health and 
environmental and visual impact, and technology choice. 

The Government affirmed that EirGrid and ESB Networks and Bord Gáis are obliged to ad-
here to all relevant guidelines and standards and they act in the national interest, and on behalf 
of all electricity consumers.  The Government has confidence that the forward process from the 
national planning framework of the National Spatial Strategy, to Regional Planning Guidelines 
and local development planning and the Strategic Infrastructure Act, provides the necessary 
framework for ensuring that all necessary standards are met and that extensive statutory and 
non-statutory consultation are key to creating public confidence to this effect.

Grid 25 and other essential energy infrastructure will have positive impacts for all local 
communities in underpinning regional and economic development and jobs.  Specifically with 
regard to the North Midlands, EirGrid has recently secured planning permission for a new 110 
kV line between Kinnegad and Mullingar.  This will help secure supplies of electricity to these 
areas and facilitate inward investment projects being attracted to the area.  EirGrid would be 
happy to offer the Deputy a detailed briefing in the matter, should he so wish.

16/01/2013WRCC01250Ministerial Appointments

16/01/2013WRCC01300606. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to his announcement of the appointment of a person (details supplied) to 
the position of Digital Champion for Ireland, if he will provide a description of the scope and 
objectives of the role; the term of the appointment; the cost of the appointment, including the 
remuneration paid to a person; if there will be additional support and expenses provided to the 
role and, if so, the estimate of cost by year of the term of the appointment.  [1546/13]

16/01/2013WRCC01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In December 2012, I announced the appointment of David Puttnam as Digital Champion for 
Ireland.  The overarching objective of the role of Digital Champion is to promote more digital 
adoption.  This is likely to entail working with and inspiring key stakeholders communicating 
the benefits and possibilities of digital more widely – so that people whether at home, in busi-
ness or in education will achieve more and benefit more from what digital has to offer.  This 
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initiative is in line with similar developments in other EU Member States and is a key aspect of 
a new National Digital Strategy (NDS) which will be published shortly.

It is envisaged that the role of the Digital Champion will evolve over time and I intend to 
work closely with David Puttnam to define the role further in light of the forthcoming National 
Digital Strategy, and other emerging National and EU priorities.  His priorities will be high-
lighted along with those of other digital champions on the Digital Champions website at:

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/digital-champions.

David Puttnam has agreed to undertake his current role as Digital Champion on a pro-bono 
basis.  His time, expertise and the widely acknowledged talent he brings to this role is being 
contributed free.  The only costs incurred will be reimbursement of expenses incurred in his 
official role as Digital Champion for Ireland.  These will be handled in accordance with the 
normal travel and subsistence arrangements operating in the Civil Service.  By agreement, his 
term of appointment is currently open-ended and as such it can be concluded by mutual agree-
ment.  Support for the role of Digital Champion is currently being provided by officials in my 
Department as part of their normal duties in assisting with the promotion of digital engagement.

16/01/2013WRCC01450Departmental Agencies Expenditure

16/01/2013WRCC01500607. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 335 of 25 October 2011, if he will direct that 
agencies under his remit (details supplied) provide the information required, inclusive of the 
year 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1692/13]

16/01/2013WRCC01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise that following the Deputy’s previous Parliamentary Question No. 335 of 25 
October 2011, I had requested the bodies under the aegis of my Department to provide the in-
formation sought in relation to details of Junior and Senior Counsel engaged over the period 
2006-2011, directly to the Deputy.  I have now requested the bodies under the aegis of my De-
partment to respond directly to the Deputy with the information for the year 2012.  In light of 
the Deputy’s further question, I have also asked for confirmation that the information requested 
previously was provided.

16/01/2013WRCC01650Public Broadcasting Charge Introduction

16/01/2013WRCC01700608. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has any plans to introduce a communications charge and if so when he 
proposes to introduce such a charge; the level at which the charge will be levied initially; if the 
charge will be levied on the occupier, or the owner of the property; if all properties will be liable 
to pay such a charge; if there will be any avenue to appeal the levying of the charge; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1807/13]

16/01/2013WRCC01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Programme for Government commits to examining the role and collection of the TV li-
cence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of technologies and to transforming 
the TV licence into a household based Public Broadcasting Charge to be applied to all eligible 
households and applicable businesses, regardless of the device used to access content or ser-
vices.  In line with this commitment, my Department is involved in the ongoing analyses and 
policy development work that is necessary in advance of the implementation of any changes 
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that may be required.

Although subject to a degree of evasion, the existing TV licence fee system has provided a 
stable funding base for our public service broadcasters.  The rationale for providing State fund-
ing for public service broadcasting is to provide an independent and reliable income flow that 
allows these corporations to attain their public service objects while ensuring they can maintain 
editorial independence.  This is especially important in the context of news and current affairs.  
The overall aim of Public Service Broadcasting is to provide services and content which cater 
for all interests in society, while ensuring that the varied elements of Irish culture and its intrin-
sic values are protected.  Through the obligations placed on the Public Service Broadcasters, 
which are established in legislation passed by the Oireachtas, and the criteria set for the funding 
of content through the Sound & Vision Scheme, the production of quality indigenous program-
ming and the production of minority interest programming is strongly promoted.

Whatever the system of funding, the rationale for providing funding will continue to apply 
and any changes that may be implemented must continue to provide a secure funding base for 
public service broadcasting and content.  It is also important, of course, that any changes to the 
system of funding should take account of the reality of new mechanisms to access such content 
and services and the pervasiveness of such content in today’s society.

Publicly-funded public service broadcasting and content are now available to everyone on 
an ever-increasing range of platforms and devices (radio, television, smart phone, pc, laptop 
and many other devices) and, in fact, access is not dependent on the ownership of a device.  In 
short, everyone benefits from the availability of these services, regardless of how content is 
accessed or relayed to the public, and, therefore, it is my view that the cost should be borne by 
society as a whole.

The principle underlying the proposal for the introduction of a Public Broadcasting Charge 
on eligible households and applicable businesses is that publicly-funded public service broad-
casting is a public good and, as such, is of benefit to society in general.  The replacement of the 
existing funding system based on the collection of television licence fees with one based on the 
imposition of device-independent charge on eligible households and businesses is a complex 
process and much of the detail has yet to be worked out.  This includes identifying the most ap-
propriate method for collecting the charge and the manner in which issues such as exemptions 
and enforcement should be dealt with. In this regard, my Department is currently carrying out a 
Value for Money Policy Review conducted by an independently chaired group on the proposed 
policy.  I would expect to receive a copy of the group’s recommendations and report for my 
consideration by the end of quarter 1 2013.

At this point, however, I can state that the charge, which will be device independent, will 
replace the current licence fee and all households and businesses will be subject to the charge, 
except for those that are specifically exempted.  In regard to the issue of exemptions under any 
new system, this will have to be given detailed consideration when the type of model to be de-
veloped is agreed.  That said, it is my expectation that the current exemptions in relation to pen-
sioners and those entitled to the Household Benefit Package will continue to apply.  The specific 
questions raised by the Deputy on the proposal are being considered as part of the above review.

16/01/2013WRCC01850Television Licence Fee Payments

16/01/2013WRCC01900609. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the total revenue raised by way of the television licence fee in each of the years 
2010, 2011, and 2012; the rate of compliance as regards TV licences in each of the years 2010, 
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2011, and 2012; the number of people prosecuted for failure to comply in each of the years 
2010, 2011, and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1808/13]

16/01/2013WRCC02000610. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the total cost to the State of producing and printing or broadcasting advertise-
ments for payment of the television licence fee if advertised by way of television, radio or in the 
print media; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1809/13]

16/01/2013WRCC02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 609 and 610 together. 

The total revenue raised by way of the television licence fee and the number of prosecutions 
in each of the years 2010 and 2011 is set out in the table.  In 2011, evasion was estimated to be 
over 15%.  My Department is currently examining the 2012 figures with a view to providing a 
revised estimate of evasion.  While this work has yet to be completed, it is my understanding, 
however, that it is unlikely to show any decrease in what is already an unacceptably high level 
of TV licence evasion.

In tackling evasion, every effort is made by An Post to bring evaders into the licensed pool 
and a considerable amount of its time and resources are spent in dealing with evasion.  As a first 
step, An Post concentrate their efforts on getting people to buy the licence when due.  A series 
of reminder notices are sent out urging people to pay their TV Licence.  Payment has been made 
easier with the introduction over the last couple of years of a dedicated website (www.tvlicence.
ie), 24 hour automated call centre (1890-228528) and the option to pay by direct debit instal-
ments.  In addition, the older traditional methods of payment at the counter in a post office and 
with the TV licence stamps remain available.

Every effort is taken to identify unlicensed premises, from people whose licence has lapsed 
to people who have moved premises, through additional reminders, inspector visits and even-
tually by court summons. Prosecutions are only pursued after allowing people the appropriate 
time to purchase a TV licence.  The Deputy may wish to note that figures in the table below 
relating to the number of persons prosecuted are provided by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office 
and are not yet available for 2012.

2010 2011 2012
Licence Fee Receipts 
(Gross)

€222.38m €217.77m €215.03m

Numbers Prosecuted 9,556 10,593 Figures not yet avail-
able*

In relation to the total cost to the State of producing advertisements for the television licence 
fee, the total average annual spend by An Post is in the region of €120,000.  This figure does not 
include any expenditure incurred by RTÉ in this area.  This is a day-to-day matter for RTÉ and 
not one in which I have a function. 

16/01/2013WRCC02150Mobile Telephony

16/01/2013WRCC02200611. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will request all mobile telephone suppliers to standardise the type of telephone 
charger they supply, all suppliers to supply the plug end to suit the same type of electrical socket 
and it should be possible to standardise the telephone end also, as this would make telephones 
cheaper to buy as a charger would not have to be included and would reduce the number of 
chargers that have to be disposed of and the effect this is having on the environment.  [1810/13]
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16/01/2013WRCC02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In June 2009, following an approach by the EU Commission, the major producers of mobile 
phones, responsible for the production of 90% or so of mobile phones placed on the EU market, 
agreed in a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to harmonise chargers for new data-enabled 
mobile phones.  The MoU specifies that “all new mobile phone models and new chargers mod-
els on the market produced by the signatories shall offer this common charging capability one 
year after the related standards have become available”.  The MoU also permits compliance to 
be achieved by making a suitable adaptor available to customers.

The European Standard was agreed at the end 2010 and the provision became applicable 
one year thereafter at the end of 2011.  The EU Commission estimates that the universal char-
ger should therefore be dominant in the market at the end of this year having regard to the rate 
at which the majority of mobile phones are replaced, every two years, in a market, which now 
favours data enabled phones.  The MoU is nevertheless a voluntary code.  The EU Commission 
has recently presented a proposal to the Council and the European Parliament for a “Directive 
on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the 
market of radio equipment”, which includes a proposal on the harmonisation of chargers.  The 
Commission’s proposal if adopted will provide a legal basis to require that all mobile phone 
chargers for data enabled phones placed on the market within the EU meet a harmonised stan-
dard. 

16/01/2013WRCC02350Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRCC02400612. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully 
funded by his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1901/13]

16/01/2013WRCC02500614. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were 
partially funded by his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2032/13]

16/01/2013WRCC02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 612 and 614 together. 

The only non-statutory bodies, i.e. a body not established or operating under a parent statute, 
funded directly from my Department’s Vote during 2012 were the National Digital Research 
Centre and ‘The Wheel’, an umbrella group for voluntary bodies that was established as a once 
off project to assist older people around the country to get ready for the switchover to digital 
television.  My Department provided €4.2m in capital funding to the National Digital Research 
Centre in 2012 and €1.2m to ‘The Wheel’.

16/01/2013WRCC02650Broadband Services Provision

16/01/2013WRCC02700613. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the unreliable broadband service by 3 mobile in the 
Portmagee and greater Portmagee area in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1975/13]

16/01/2013WRCC02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of electronic communications services is, in the first instance, a matter for pri-
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vate sector service providers operating in Ireland’s fully liberalised telecommunications mar-
ket, regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Communications Regulation 
(ComReg).  Broadband services are provided by a number of private service providers over 
various platforms including DSL (i.e. over telephone lines), fixed wireless, mobile, cable, fibre 
and satellite.  Details of broadband services available on a county-by-county basis can be found 
on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State only becomes involved in the provision of services in instances of clear market 
failure, such as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS).  My Department entered 
into a contract in late 2008 with Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd (“3”) for the delivery of the NBS.  
The Scheme offers a basic broadband service, in line with EU State aid clearance, to fixed resi-
dences and businesses located within certain designated rural areas.  The area of Portmagee was 
excluded from the NBS as it was deemed, at the time of the comprehensive mapping exercise 
carried out prior to the launch of the Scheme, to be already served by at least one private opera-
tor.  The NBS is prohibited, under EU State Aids rules, from providing a service in served areas 
where to do so would give rise to an unacceptable level of market distortion.

You refer to the provision of broadband services in Portmagee and the surrounding area by 
“3 mobile”.  Since this service provision is by “3”, in its private operator capacity, I do not have 
a role in relation to the level of service provided to its customers.  However, should customers 
be experiencing service performance problems, they are advised, in the first instance, to contact 
their service provider to seek resolution.  In cases where customers have exhausted the service 
provider’s complaint handling procedures, they can contact ComReg, by phone at 1890 229 
668, online at http://www.askcomreg.ie/ or by email Consumerline@comreg.ie, for further as-
sistance and guidance.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.  During the preparation of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators indicated that they expect to provide 
70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015.  The areas to be provided with 
those services will be determined by the commercial market operators.

One of the first steps in delivering on the commitments in the National Broadband Plan will 
be the completion of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in rela-
tion to commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout the 
country.  It will also identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of 
high speed broadband over the coming years.  Until that process is complete, the precise areas 
of the country which will require State intervention will not be known. I would reiterate how-
ever, that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds referred to above, to 
ensure that all parts of Ireland, including areas such as Portmagee, in County Kerry, will have 
at least 30Mbps connectivity.

  Question No. 614 answered with Question No. 612.

16/01/2013WRCC02950Air Pollution

16/01/2013WRCC03000615. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will investigate the damage caused to human health by industries namely 
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the ESB and a multi national alumina industry named in the European Environmental Agency 
report in November 2011, revealing the cost of air pollution from industrial facilities in Europe  
[57847/12]

16/01/2013WRCC03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Industrial installations operating in Ireland such as those mentioned in the question are 
subject to the licensing, monitoring and enforcement requirements of the Integrated Pollution 
Prevention and Control (IPPC) regime. The activities of companies operating with an IPPC 
licence are monitored by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to ensure that the terms 
of their licences are respected, including in relation to emissions.  Under the EPA Acts 1992 to 
2011, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by the 
EPA of its licensing functions in specific cases.   

In addition to the requirements of IPPC, Ireland developed a national emissions reduction 
plan (NERP) under Article 4 (6) of the Large Combustion Plant Directive (LCPD) 2001/80/EC 
to further reduce emissions from power plants. The NERP is a mechanism that allows “existing 
plant”, as defined in the Directive, to achieve the environmental objectives of the Directive in 
a cost-effective manner through the installation of abatement measures at selected qualifying 
plants.  The NERP option was chosen because it provided both an environmentally ambitious 
and a cost-effective compliance route for Ireland. The ESB and other national operators made 
a commitment to achieve emission limits for SO2 and NOx from existing plants that were 
significantly more ambitious than the minimum requirements of the LCPD: in the period from 
2008 to 2016, emission reductions are 27% more ambitious for SO2 and 46% more ambitious 
for NOx   emissions.

The EEA study referenced in the question did not assess whether the emissions of a given 
installation are consistent with its legal requirements. Monitoring undertaken by the EPA has 
shown that total emissions from IPPC licenced installations are consistently below the levels 
prescribed to ensure adequate protection of human health and the environment.

16/01/2013WRCC03150Commercial Rates Calculations

16/01/2013WRCC03200616. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider a proposal for pop-up shops as a way of helping villages 
deal with empty premises and young entrepreneurs get their business ideas established (details 
supplied). [58205/12]

16/01/2013WRCC03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  Under current leg-
islation the person liable for payment of rates is the person in occupation of a rateable property 
at the date of the making of the rate. The owner rather than the occupier may be liable for com-
mercial rates if the property in question is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate. 
Should a person’s occupancy commence after the date of the making of the rate then that person 
is not primarily liable for rates for that year. 

Under the provisions of the Local Government (Rates) Act 1970, a rating authority may 
make and carry out a scheme providing for the waiver by the authority of all or a portion of 
commercial rates due by ratepayers in respect of a specified class or classes of property. The 
making of such a scheme is subject to my consent as Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government. No rate waiver schemes have been consented to in respect of commer-
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cial property. hile matters relating to rates are kept under regular consideration in my Depart-
ment, I have no immediate plans to bring forward legislative amendment in this area.

16/01/2013WRCC03350Property Taxation Exemptions

16/01/2013WRCC03400617. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a person who owns one property but who is living elsewhere in rented ac-
commodation has to pay the non-principal private residence tax for the house which they own. 
[1016/13]

16/01/2013WRCC03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of 
local authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The Charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. 
It is a matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she 
has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the Charge.   A residential property not 
in use by an owner as his or her sole or main residence is liable for the Charge. This may not 
necessarily be a second home; a person may have vacated a property and be living in rented 
accommodation elsewhere for work or other reasons and in such a case, the property that the 
owner is no longer living in is liable for the Charge, even if it is the only residential property 
that person owns.

16/01/2013WRCC03550Control of Dogs

16/01/2013WRCC03600618. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he intends introducing compulsory micro-chipping of dogs in view of the 
damage being caused by dogs worrying sheep; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1589/13]

16/01/2013WRCC03700619. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans for the introduction of compulsory microchipping of all dogs in 
view of a number of dog attacks on sheep in several parts of the country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1750/13]

16/01/2013WRCC03800681. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will introduce compulsory microchipping for all dogs, in view of a 
number of dog attacks on sheep in several parts of the country; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1539/13]

16/01/2013WRCC03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 618, 619 and 681 together.

While it is not proposed at this point to introduce compulsory microchipping of all dogs, 
there have been a number of recent developments that have increased microchipping usage. 
The regulations I introduced in early 2012 under the Dog Breeding Establishments Act, 2010 
stipulate that all dogs held in such establishments be microchipped once they reach 8 weeks of 
age or when a dog is moved from the establishment. This initiative will result in more and more 
dogs being microchipped over time. In addition, many dogs that are seized by dog wardens are 
microchipped prior to being returned to their owners, or given to new owners.

To be properly effective, the compulsory microchipping of dogs should be supported by the 
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development of a central registration system for all dogs. It would also be necessary to have 
the co-operation of the dog-owning public in updating of a central registration system where 
the ownership of a dog changes. These are large projects which would involve a significant 
investment in terms of time and funding, but they are under consideration by local authorities 
and my Department.  Mandatory microchipping of all dogs will not necessarily eliminate the 
problem of sheep worrying. The key to tackling this issue is responsible dog ownership. Dog 
owners must recognise the issues involved and their responsibilities in ensuring that their dogs 
are controlled at all times, especially at night time and, most especially, before and during the 
lambing season. My Department has been in contact with farming representatives regarding the 
promotion of such behaviour by dog owners and I expect that these discussions will be useful 
and fruitful.

16/01/2013WRCC03950Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRCC04000620. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his 
Department in the past twelve months and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out 
within his Department in the past twelve months.  [57759/12]

16/01/2013WRCC04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department carried out Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) during the past twelve 
months, relating to the following legislation/policy proposals:

 1. Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Bill 2012;

 2. Waste Management (Household Food Waste Collection) Regulations 2011;

 3. Household Waste Collection;

 4. Industrial Emissions Directive (2010/75/EU);

 5. Non Use of Motor Vehicles Bill 2013;

 6. Proposed Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2012; and

 7. Proposed Amendment to Part J (Heat Producing Appliances) of the Building Regulations.

16/01/2013WRCC04150Local Authority Finances

16/01/2013WRCC04200621. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government his plans to have all local authority accounts audited in relation 
to the multiplicity of allowances available therein; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57769/12]

16/01/2013WRCC04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): All local authorities are required to prepare and publish a financial statement in respect 
of each financial year.  These financial statements are audited by the Local Government Audit 
Service which provides an independent and professional public sector audit service for the Lo-
cal Government sector.

16/01/2013WRCC04350Planning Issues
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16/01/2013WRCC04400622. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the installation of solar photovoltaic cells on residen-
tial housing units; his plans to amend current planning guidelines and-or introduce legislative 
measures to allow for additional PV cells to be installed at households greater than the current 
restrictions allow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57773/12]

16/01/2013WRCC04500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Statutory Instrument No. 83 of 2007 (Planning and De-
velopment Regulations 2007) introduced an exemption from the requirement to obtain planning 
permission for solar panels on a house or on any building within the curtilage of a house. The 
exemption is subject to certain conditions and limitations, as set out in the table below. The 
exemption was introduced following public consultation.   While I have no plans to change the 
Regulations at the present time, the matter will be kept under review.   

Table

Column 1:Exemption Column 2: Conditions and limitations 
The installation or erection of a solar panel 
on or within the curtilage of a house or any 
buildings within the curtilage of house. 

1. The total aperture area of any such panel, 
taken together with any other such panel 
previously placed on or within the said 
curtilage shall not exceed 12 square metres 
or 50% of the total roof area whichever is 
the lesser. 
2. The distance between the plane of the 
wall or a pitched roof and the panel shall 
not exceed 15 centimetres. 
3. The distance between the plane of a flat 
roof and the panel shall not exceed 50 cen-
timetres. 
4. The solar panel shall be a minimum of 
50cm from any edge of the wall or roof on 
which it is mounted. 
5. The height of a free-standing solar ar-
ray shall not exceed 2 metres, at its highest 
point, above ground level. 
6. A free-standing solar array shall not be 
placed on or forward of the front wall of a 
house. 
7. The erection of any free standing solar ar-
ray shall not reduce the area of private open 
space, reserved exclusively for the use of 
the occupants of the house, to the rear or to 
the side of the house to less than 25 square 
metres. 

16/01/2013WRCC04550Planning Issues

16/01/2013WRCC04600623. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the installation of solar photovoltaic cells on com-
mercial and industrial units; his plans to amend current planning guidelines and or introduce 
legislative measures to allow for additional PV cells to be installed at business premises greater 
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than the current restrictions allow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57774/12]

16/01/2013WRCC04700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Statutory Instrument No. 235 of 2008 (Planning and De-
velopment Regulations 2008) introduced an exemption from the requirement to obtain planning 
permission for photo-voltaic solar panels on industrial buildings, light industrial buildings or 
business premises. The exemptions are subject to certain conditions and limitations, as set out in 
the table below. The exemptions were introduced following public consultation.  While I have 
no plans to change the Regulations at the present time, the matter will be kept under review.   

Table

Column 1:Exemption Column 2: Conditions and limitations 
The installation or erection on or within the 
curtilage of an industrial building, or any 
ancillary buildings within the curtilage of an 
industrial building, of solar panels (thermal 
collector or photo-voltaic).

1. The distance between the plane of the 
wall or a pitched roof and the panel shall 
not exceed 1 metre. 

2. The distance between the plane of a flat 
roof and the panel shall not exceed 2 me-
tres. 
3. The solar panel shall be a minimum of 
50cm from the edge of the wall or roof on 
which it is mounted. 
4. The total aperture area of any wall 
mounted panel, or free-standing solar array 
shall not exceed 50 square metres. 
5. Any equipment associated with the pan-
els, including water tanks, shall be located 
within the roof space of the building. 
6. The height of a free-standing solar ar-
ray shall not exceed 2 metres, at its highest 
point, above ground level. 
7. No sign, advertisement or object, not 
required for the functioning or safety of the 
panel shall be attached to or exhibited on 
the panels. 

The installation or erection on a business 
premises or light industrial building, or any 
ancillary buildings within the curtilage of 
such premises or building, of photo-voltaic 
solar panels. 

1. The total aperture area of any such 
panels, taken together with any other such 
panel previously placed on or within the 
said curtilage, shall not exceed 50 square 
metres or 50% of the total roof area, which-
ever is the lesser. 
2. The distance between the plane of the 
wall and the panel shall not exceed 15cm. 
3. The distance between the plane of a 
pitched roof and the panel shall not exceed: 
(a) 50cm in the case of a light industrial 
building. (b) 15cm in the case of a business 
premises. 
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Column 1:Exemption Column 2: Conditions and limitations 
4. The distance between the plane of a flat 
roof and the panel shall not exceed: (a) 2 
metres in the case of a light industrial build-
ing. (b) 1 metre in the case of a business 
premises. 
5. The solar panel shall be a minimum of 
50cm from the edge of the wall or pitched 
roof on which it is mounted, or 2 metres in 
the case of a flat roof. 
6. The total aperture area of any wall 
mounted panel, or free-standing solar array 
shall not exceed 25 square metres. 7. Any 
equipment associated with the panels, in-
cluding water tanks, shall be located within 
the roof space of the building. 
8. The height of a free-standing solar ar-
ray shall not exceed 2 metres, at its highest 
point, above ground level. 
9. A free-standing solar array shall not be 
located forward of the front wall of the 
building or premises. 
10. No sign, advertisement or object, not 
required for the functioning or safety of the 
turbine shall be attached to or exhibited on 
the panels. 

16/01/2013WRDD00150Motor Tax Exemptions

16/01/2013WRDD00200624. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider extending the assessment of motor tax applied to post 
2008 vehicles to those registered prior to 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57831/12]

16/01/2013WRDD00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no plans to bring in legislation to change the basis for charging motor tax for 
vehicles registered prior to 2008 to the CO 2 system. The question of applying the new CO 2 
based motor tax system to all cars was subject to detailed discussion during the debate on the 
Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licences) Act 2008. Any retrospection would not be possible, as the 
CO 2 data for the pre-2008 car fleet ha ve not been authenticated for business purposes. The 
cost of any retrospection could be substantial were it possible, depending on how it applied, and 
could have direct implications for the revenue base of local government. Any loss in revenue 
would have to be compensated for elsewhere in the motor tax system, or through the taxation 
system generally.

16/01/2013WRDD00350Departmental Bodies Abolition

16/01/2013WRDD00400625. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, 
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quangos or other entities, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Depart-
ment that have been abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the 
savings that have been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that 
has been achieved; if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pur-
sue in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57877/12]

16/01/2013WRDD00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

16/01/2013WRDD00550Waste Disposal

16/01/2013WRDD00600626. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a waste disposal company 
in the Dublin area is now charging €9 for six plastic bags for households to segregate their re-
cyclable waste; his views on whether this will discourage persons from recycling; the provision, 
if any, that has been made for a waiver for those on social welfare who cannot afford to pay for 
such bags; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57890/12]

16/01/2013WRDD00700697. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the all-inclusive fixed-price bin collection offers now available from re-
fuse companies in Dublin are in keeping with Ireland’s obligations under European Law and the 
polluter pays principal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1833/13]

16/01/2013WRDD00800698. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the recent decision by Greyhound Recycling to charge for recycling bags 
is in compliance with regulations and in line with the policy objective of encouraging the recy-
cling of household waste. [1834/13]

16/01/2013WRDD00900699. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the difficulties in the private refuse collection sector since the 
privatisation of the Dublin City Council bin collection service, if he has considered appointing 
a regulator for the refuse sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1835/13]

16/01/2013WRDD01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 626 and 697 to 699, inclusive, together.

Environmental standards in relation to the collection of waste, and their enforcement, are 
the responsibility of local authorities and are governed by the Waste Management (Collection 
Permit) Regulations 2007 as amended by the Waste Management (Collection Permit) (Amend-
ment) Regulations 2008.  In practice, I understand that waste collection permits do, in fact, 
contain a range of conditions to be met by waste collectors. Section 60(3) of the Waste Man-
agement Act 1996 precludes me from the exercise of any power or control in relation to the 
performance by a local authority, in particular circumstances, of a statutory function vested in 
it.  The operational implications of the transfer of waste collection services by local authorities 
to private operators are also matters in the first instance for the local authorities concerned.

My Department’s role is to provide a comprehensive legislative and waste policy frame-
work through which the relevant regulatory bodies, such as the local authorities and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, operate. In this regard, I published A Resource Opportunity 
- Waste Management Policy in Ireland in July, 2012 setting out a range of measures which will 
significantly revise the current regulatory regime to ensure, inter alia, that waste collected is 
managed in accordance with the waste hierarchy as set out in the Waste Framework Directive, 
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whereby prevention, reuse, recycling, recovery are favoured over the disposal of waste.  The 
policy specifically provides that household waste collection permits issued under the revised 
permitting system will require waste collectors to operate pricing structures designed to incen-
tivise environmentally sustainable behaviours by households in terms of waste reduction and 
segregation.  The policy further provides that strengthened enforcement of permit conditions 
relating to segregated collections will be initiated, with appropriate financial penalties being 
specified for breaches of such conditions, and possible withdrawal of permits in cases of seri-
ous breaches.

The work of developing new regulatory structures to give effect to the measures set out in 
the waste policy is underway and my Department is engaging with a range of key stakeholders 
in relation to the detailed design of the new system.  It is my intention that the improved regula-
tory regime will deliver both enhanced environmental performance and ensure a quality service 
for consumers.

In relation to the provision of waste collection waivers, another of the measures included 
in the Government’s waste policy is the establishment of an interdepartmental working group 
to report to Government with options to minimise the impact of waste charges on low income 
households. The working group, which comprises representatives of my Department and the 
Departments of Social Protection; Public Expenditure and Reform; Finance; and the Tánaiste’s 
Office, submitted its first report to Government on 11 December 2012.  Government considered 
the report and the working group is to continue to examine the design and implementation of 
measures to address the issue and will provide a further report to Government by 31 March 
2013.

16/01/2013WRDD01050Mortgage Arrears Report Implementation

16/01/2013WRDD01100627. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason the greater Drogheda area is not included in the €220,000 valua-
tion bracket under the mortgage to rent scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57910/12]

16/01/2013WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears, the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis 
in February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a 
significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the fam-
ily remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in 
turn rent it to the original owners.

Householders seeking to avail of the mortgage to rent scheme must:

 - have been involved in the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) with their lender 
and agree that they can no longer afford to pay their mort gage loan now or in the future;

 - own the property they live in, with a current market value of less than €220,000 in the 
Dublin area or less than €180 ,000 in the rest of the country;

 - have their property in good condition, in a suitable location and which must suit their cur-
rent needs;

 - not own any other property or have assets in excess of €20,000;
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 - have household income not exceeding €25,000, €30,000 or €35,000 a year, depending on 
what part of the country they live in (household income in this context is net of taxes and social 
insurance (PRSI));

 - the borrower must have a long-term right to remain in Ireland.

The current market value of €220,000 applies chiefly to the greater Dublin area, but also to 
adjoining areas with commensurate property value levels. The lower current market value of 
€180,000 applies to all other areas. The greater Drogheda area is deemed to fall into the latter 
category.

16/01/2013WRDD01250Departmental Programmes

16/01/2013WRDD01300628. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding will remain in place in 2013 for the Rapid programmes in East 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58029/12]

16/01/2013WRDD01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has provided an indicative allocation of more than €2 million for RAPID 
in 2013, which will be used to meet the Department’s existing contractual commitments on 
RAPID projects throughout the country (mainly Sports Capital Top-ups and CCTV systems, 
jointly funded by the Departments of Transport, Tourism and Sport and Justice and Equality 
respectively).

16/01/2013WRDD01450Fire Service Issues

16/01/2013WRDD01500629. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he intends to provide a formal sanction to Dublin Fire Brigade 
for the recruitment of 28 positions of emergency services controllers; and his views that a 
cost in the region of €100,000 for the external recruitment process provides value for money. 
[58055/12]

16/01/2013WRDD01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department operates a delegated sanction from the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform for implementation of the moratorium in relation to local authorities. Any 
exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require sanction from my Department.  Under 
section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each City and County Manager is responsible 
for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authorities for which he or she is responsible. This would include the formation and opera-
tion of recruitment panels and costs associated therewith.

In this regard, it is a matter for City and County Managers, in the first instance, to ensure 
that the moratorium is implemented while the appropriate service levels are maintained. My 
Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due regard 
to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary constraints. In 
considering sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line services, and economic 
issues are given precedence. In relation to the specific posts referred to in the question my De-
partment is considering the sanction request, in consultation with the Council, and a decision 
will be made once that process has been completed.
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16/01/2013WRDD01650Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRDD01700630. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons that are on the housing waiting list and trans-
fer list in each local authority; if he will indicate the allocations that have been made in 2012 
through the rental accommodation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[58059/12]

16/01/2013WRDD01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not hold information on the number 
of households on local authorities’ waiting lists. This figure fluctuates continually according as 
households are allocated housing and other households apply for housing support.  Detailed 
information on the latest statutory assessment of housing need, carried out in March 2011, 
including a breakdown by housing authority, is available on my Department’s website – www.
environ.ie or on the Housing Agency’s website at www.housing.ie.

Since 1 April 2011 all housing authorities assess applicants for social housing support in 
accordance with section 20 of the Housing (scellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and regulations 
made under that section, primarily the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011.  At the 
end of November 2012 local authorities had transferred a total of 42,687 households from 
Rent Supplement (RS). Of these 25,123 were housed directly under RAS and a further 17,564 
were accommodated under other social housing options. A breakdown of the 4,928 households 
transferred from rent supplement in 2012 (to end November), by local authority, is given in the 
table below.   

Housing Authorities Transfers in 2012* Housing Authorities Transfers in 2012* 
Carlow Co. Cl. 139 Limerick City Cl. 131 
Cavan Co. Cl. 206 Limerick Co. Cl. 91 
Clare Co. Cl. 85 Longford Co. Cl. 8 
Cork City Cl. 209 Louth Co. Cl. 29 
Cork Co. Cl. 331 Mayo Co. Cl. 158 
Donegal Co. Cl. 178 Meath Co. Cl. 117 
Dublin City Cl. 292 Monaghan Co. Cl. 37 
Dublin South Co. Cl. 336 Nth Tipperary Co. 

Cl. 
143 

Dun/Rathdown 
Co.Cl. 

116 Offaly Co. Cl. 88 

Fingal Co. Cl. 382 Roscommon Co.Cl. 125 
Galway City Cl. 71 Sligo Co. Cl. 103 
Galway Co. Cl. 130 Sth Tipperary Co. 

Cl. 
182 

Kerry Co. Cl. 186 Waterford City Cl. 136 
Kildare Co. Cl. 107 Waterford Co. Cl. 85 
Kilkenny Co. Cl. 173 Westmeath Co. Cl. 84 
Laois Co. Cl. 57 Wexford Co. Cl. 247 
Leitrim Co. Cl. 5 Wicklow Co. Cl. 161 
(* to end November 2012)   

16/01/2013WRDD01850Homeless Persons Data
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16/01/2013WRDD01900631. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons in total that are homeless across the four Dub-
lin local authority areas; the number of persons in total it is estimated are homeless across the 
whole State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58060/12]

16/01/2013WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Central Statistics Office published a special Census 
report, Homeless Persons in Ireland, on 6 September 2012. This report indicated that 59 people 
were sleeping rough in the Dublin Region on Census night, 10 April 2011. The report identi-
fied that a further 2,316 people in the Dublin Region were housed in accommodation defined 
as emergency, transitional or long-term. Outside of Dublin the Census report indicated that 6 
individuals were sleeping rough while a further 1,427 individuals were housed in accommoda-
tion defined as emergency, transitional or long-term.  Of the total of 3,808 individuals included 
in the report, almost 60% were in long-term or transitional housing arrangements rather than in 
emergency facilities or sleeping rough.  In December 2012, Dublin City Council reported that 
over 100 persons were sleeping rough on the night of the most recent count held in November 
2012.

While the Dublin Region’s Outreach team works on an on-going basis to engage with all 
individuals sleeping rough with the specific goal of moving people into accommodation, the 
stubbornly high number of rough sleepers reflects the gravity of the challenge facing the Gov-
ernment, the voluntary sector and other agencies in tackling the homelessness problem. The 
problem of rough sleeping is limited outside of Dublin, with Cork, Waterford, Limerick, and 
Galway City Councils reporting sufficient bed capacity on a nightly basis and that there is no 
one sleeping rough on an involuntary basis.  I intend to issue a policy statement on homeless-
ness very shortly. In this statement I will be indicating what I expect from housing authorities 
and other stakeholders in accelerating progress towards realising the ambition of eliminating 
involuntary long-term homelessness.

16/01/2013WRDD02050Homelessness Strategy

16/01/2013WRDD02100632. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the funds spent by his Department in tackling 
the issue of homelessness in County Louth in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the amount 
that has been allocated for such services in 2013. [58080/12]

16/01/2013WRDD02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of 
accommodation for homeless persons rests with the housing authorities and the purposes for 
which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed in 
Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. Details of the funding provided by my Department, un-
der Section 10, for the years 2008 – 2012 in County Louth are set out in the table.  Funding is 
provided from my Department at the rate of 90% of costs incurred, with the housing authorities 
providing 10% of costs from their own resources.  

2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 
Louth Coun-
ty Council 

3,465 405 10,000 903,499 900,308 

Drogheda 
Borough 
Council 

323,050 470,614 254,932 2,402 0 
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2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 
Dundalk 
Town Coun-
cil 

798,208 715,449 670,941 2,457 0 

TOTAL 1,124,723 1,186,468 935,873 908,358 900,308 
 

Housing authorities will be notified of the funding available in 2013, under Section 10, as 
soon as possible after the Revised Estimates Volume has been published.

16/01/2013WRDD02250Domestic Violence Incidence

16/01/2013WRDD02300633. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of funds spent by his Department in tackling the is-
sue of domestic violence in County Louth in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the amount 
of funding that will be provided for such services in 2013 [58082/12]

16/01/2013WRDD02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Responsibility for the development and provision of ser-
vices to support victims of domestic abuse rests with the Minister for Health and Children and 
is delivered through the Health Service Executive. In addition Cosc, the National Office for the 
Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence, which was established in June 
2007 as an executive office of the Department of Justice and Equality, works to ensure the de-
livery of a coordinated response to issues of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence across 
Government.

My Department’s responsibility is in respect of homelessness which in some cases involves 
the provision of current funding, under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988, towards the opera-
tional costs of refuges for the victims of domestic abuse.  Details of the funding provided by 
my Department, under Section 10, for the years 2008 – 2012 in County Louth are set out in the 
table. Section 10 funding is provided from my Department at the rate of 90% of costs incurred, 
with the housing authorities providing 10% of costs from their own resources. 

2008 € 2009 € 2010 € 2011 € 2012 € 
Drogheda 
Borough 
Women’s Aid 
Refuge 

24,097 48,166 31,267 29,700 72,900 

Dundalk 
Town Wom-
en’s Aid 
Refuge 

82,782 92,005 82,782 96,300 96,300 

TOTAL 106,879 140,171 114,049 126,000 169,200 

Housing authorities will be notified of the funding available in 2013, under Section 10, as 
soon as possible after the Revised Estimates Volume has been published.

16/01/2013WRDD02450Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility
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16/01/2013WRDD02500634. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will review the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 whereby sepa-
rated persons who are the joint owners of properties are currently deemed ineligible for social 
housing support unless they are separated under an order of a court of competent jurisdiction or 
by a deed of separation in view of the fact that this regulation is too restrictive and makes it very 
difficult for certain separated persons with a housing need to access social housing supports; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58093/12]

16/01/2013WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Regulation 22 (1) of the Social Housing Assessment Reg-
ulations 2011 provides that a household with alternative accommodation that would meet its 
housing need is ineligible for social housing support. Paragraph (2) of the Regulation clarifies 
that paragraph (1) does not operate to exclude from eligibility for social housing support an ap-
plicant who owns accommodation that is occupied by his or her spouse, from whom he or she 
is formally separated or divorced. Under the enactment, a deed of separation is sufficient to set 
aside this ineligibility ground and it is not necessary to await judicial separation or divorce to 
get a decision on social housing support in these cases.  This provision is reasonable in most 
cases.  I acknowledge, however, that situations relating to household members who have sepa-
rated may exceptionally arise that may not easily be dealt with under the current Regulations. 
My Department is keeping the social housing assessment provisions under review and will 
consider what wider discretion might be given to housing authorities by way of Regulations to 
address the individually difficult and complex cases which may present to them.

16/01/2013WRDD02650Priory Hall Development

16/01/2013WRDD02700635. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding Priory Hall, Dublin; and if he will support the resi-
dents of Priory Hall in 2013. [58103/12]

16/01/2013WRDD02800674. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide an update on the process being overseen by Justice 
Finnegan to resolve all outstanding legal, financial and construction issues for residents of 
Priory Hall, Dublin; when the process will come to a conclusion; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1458/13]

16/01/2013WRDD02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 635 and 674 together.

Dublin City Council is the designated authority with powers to enforce the statutory re-
quirements arising under the Fire Safety Act, the Building Control Acts and the Planning and 
Development Acts, all of which are at issue in relation to Priory Hall. The Council is also the 
designated Housing Authority under the Housing Acts. I am aware of the significant efforts that 
have been made by the Council to provide for the needs of residents to date and I understand 
that the Council will continue to work proactively on behalf of the residents towards achieving 
the much needed resolution of the issues at Priory Hall.  The resolution process, which I under-
stand is on-going, arose in the context of legal proceedings which were adjourned to afford rel-
evant parties the opportunity to work together, under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice Finnegan 
(retired President of the High Court), to identify a way forward in relation to the complex prob-
lems at Priory Hall.  Given that the matter is before the courts, it would be inappropriate for me 
to comment further other than to continue to urge all concerned to afford Mr. Justice Finnegan 
the opportunity to complete the task which he is undertaking.
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16/01/2013WRDD02950Fire Stations Upgrade

16/01/2013WRDD03000636. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason the proposal for a new Fire Station for Graignamanagh, County 
Kilkenny as part the National Fire Appliance Fleet has not been considered under the Fire Ser-
vice Capital Allocation fund, in view of the fact that the present building was built in the 1950s 
and is classified as substandard (details supplied) and should the county boundaries change, as 
is imminent, the catchment area served by Graignamanagh Fire Station will increase; if he will 
outline which fire stations are currently being given priority as part of the national fire appliance 
fleet; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58110/12]

16/01/2013WRDD03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 
2003.  My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guid-
ance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire ap-
pliances and specialist emergency and communications equipment as well as construction and 
upgrading of fire stations.

Under the 2008 fire service capital programme, a proposal by Kilkenny County Council to 
build a new two bay fire station in Grauigenamanagh was approved in principle.  The Council 
was subsequently approved to prepare detailed design and tender documents in relation to the 
project. These have been received in my Department for consideration.  In keeping with other 
reductions, it has been necessary to reduce the fire service capital allocation. Given the ongoing 
constraints on public finances, funding is not available from the programme at present for the 
building of a new fire station in Graiguenamanagh.  Priority has been given to supporting the 
national fire appliance fleet and, in this regard, Kilkenny Fire and Rescue Service has received 
an allocation for a new appliance which is currently under construction.

16/01/2013WRDD03150Household Charge Collection

16/01/2013WRDD03200637. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if local authorities are legally entitled to use the register of electors to collect 
the household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58122/12]

16/01/2013WRDD03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under section 13A(3) of the Electoral Act 1992, the Register of Electors may be used 
only for electoral or certain other specified statutory purposes. As such, local authorities may 
not use the electoral register to collect outstanding Household Charge liabilities.

16/01/2013WRDD03350Septic Tank Registration Scheme

16/01/2013WRDD03400638. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government with respect to the recently announced grant scheme for homeowners with 
septic tanks, where the money for this scheme will come from; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [58143/12]
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16/01/2013WRDD03412652. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of households who had registered their private waste water system 
by the 31 December 2012 broken down county; the percentage who have registered in each 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1112/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03425653. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the decisions taken by the previous Government, which were in office up to 
March 2011, in relation to waste water systems on foot of the judgement in the European Court 
of Justice in October 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1113/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03437695. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will consider extending the registration date for waste water treatment 
systems to the end of April 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1831/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03443710. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the way the grants aid system will work from an operational perspective 
for both local authorities and for qualifying applicants in respect of septic tank inspections. 
[1851/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03446711. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the level of household debt will be taken into account when assessing the 
income thresholds for the grant scheme in respect of septic tank inspections. [1852/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03448713. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if analysis has been carried out to establish approximate costs involved for 
remediation works on septic tanks. [1854/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03450722. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the proportion of the more than 300,000 legacy septic tanks installed prior to 1990 
his officials estimate will require upgrading and the moneys that have been set aside for the 
grant scheme in this years Departmental budget. [1968/13]

16/01/2013WRDD03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 638, 652, 653, 695, 710, 711, 713 and 722 together.

As of 31 December 2012, applications in respect of the on-site wastewater treatment systems 
of 266,151 owners, who have registered on-line, by post or in person at their local authority 
offices, had been processed and approximately 25,000 additional registration applications were 
awaiting processing by the bureau operated by the Local Government Management Agency on 
that date.  Details of the number of processed registrations for each County and City Council by 
14 January 2013 are set out in the table.

The Water Services Acts 2007 and 2012 Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Regis-
tration) Regulations 2012 prescribe the date for registration of domestic wastewater treatment 
systems as 1 February 2013. There has been an extensive public information campaign, involv-
ing local and national media as well as the distribution of an information booklet to households 
in unsewered areas, to familiarise owners of domestic waste water treatment systems with the 
requirement to register and the registration options available to them. Registration facilities 
have been available since 26 June 2012 and I consider that ample time has been afforded for 
people to register their on-site waste water treatment systems. I have no plans to extend the 
registration period.

Following the European Court of Justice judgment against Ireland in October 2009, my 
Department commenced the preparation of legislation to ensure compliance with the Court’s 
ruling; this included extensive stakeholder consultations between October and November 2010. 
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On taking office in March, 2011, I prioritised the finalisation of the legislation and this culmi-
nated with the publication of the Water Services (Amendment) Bill 2011 on 3 November 2011 
and its enactment on 2 February 2012.

I recently announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide financial as-
sistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment systems 
require remediation or upgrading following inspection under the Water Services (Amendment) 
Act 2012. I am making provision for the scheme in my Department’s Vote for 2013. The scheme 
will apply to treatment systems which have been registered by the due date of 1 February 2013 
and which are deemed to require remediation having failed an inspection carried out under the 
2012 Act.  The grant payable will depend on the cost of the work necessary and the income of 
the household concerned, and the scheme will provide a higher level of support to households 
on lower incomes.  Full details of the scheme will be defined in regulations which I will make 
in advance of inspections commencing this year.

It will be a matter for the Environmental Protection Agency to determine the level of inspec-
tions required. At this stage it is not possible to indicate how many systems will require reme-
diation.  However, the remedial action required on foot of an inspection of a septic tank will, in 
many cases, only involve householders having to de-sludge their tanks more frequently.  The 
experience in County Cavan, where inspections have been carried out under the bye-laws in 
operation in that county since 2004, indicates that, where remediation was required, the average 
remediation cost was €2,500 and the failure rate was approximately 15% of systems inspected.

Registrations processed as of 14 January 2013.

Water Services Au-
thority

Estimated total num-
ber of on-site waste 
water treatment 
systems

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systemsregis-
tered

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systemsregis-
tered as a percentage 
of the estimated total 
number 

Carlow County 
Council 

7190 4,342 60% 

Cavan County Coun-
cil 

14477 9,233 64% 

Clare County Coun-
cil 

19769 14,521 73% 

Cork City Council 586 381 65% 
Cork County Coun-
cil 

57993 28,165 49% 

Donegal County 
Council 

32955 10,471 32% 

Dublin City Council 2718 80 3% 
Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown County 
Council 

1928 755 39% 

Fingal County Coun-
cil 

5213 1,918 37% 

Galway City Council 1145 455 40% 
Galway County 
Council 

42161 20,903 50% 
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Water Services Au-
thority

Estimated total num-
ber of on-site waste 
water treatment 
systems

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systemsregis-
tered

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systemsregis-
tered as a percentage 
of the estimated total 
number 

Kerry County Coun-
cil 

28277 24,188 86% 

Kildare County 
Council 

16795 8,583 51% 

Kilkenny County 
Council 

15368 9,408 61% 

Laois County Coun-
cil 

11309 6,733 60% 

Leitrim County 
Council 

7005 4,608 66% 

Limerick City Coun-
cil 

420 154 37% 

Limerick County 
Council 

24207 13,842 57% 

Longford County 
Council 

7556 4,641 61% 

Louth County Coun-
cil 

11633 4,854 42% 

Mayo County Coun-
cil 

26659 16,437 62% 

Meath County Coun-
cil 

21687 12,497 58% 

Monaghan County 
Council 

12065 5,847 48% 

North Tipperary 
County Council 

12342 7,897 64% 

Offaly County Coun-
cil 

11170 6,781 61% 

Roscommon County 
Council 

14297 9,596 67% 

Sligo County Coun-
cil 

11192 6,857 61% 

South Dublin County 
Council 

2266 714 32% 

South Tipperary 
County Council 

14442 8,651 60% 

Waterford City 
Council 

488 285 58% 

Waterford County 
Council 

11466 5,563 49% 

Westmeath County 
Council 

12165 7,911 65% 
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Water Services Au-
thority

Estimated total num-
ber of on-site waste 
water treatment 
systems

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systemsregis-
tered

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systemsregis-
tered as a percentage 
of the estimated total 
number 

Wexford County 
Council 

26267 14,562 55% 

Wicklow County 
Council 

12070 7,647 63% 

 

16/01/2013WRDD03550Water Pollution

16/01/2013WRDD03600639. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if any public body is being fined for discharging raw sewerage into the sea at Rush, 
County Dublin. [58163/12]

16/01/2013WRDD03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The operation, maintenance and management of public water services infrastructure is 
the responsibility of the relevant water services authority, in this case Fingal County Council, 
under the general supervision of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In addition, dis-
charges from water service authority facilities are regulated under the Waste Water Discharge 
(Authorisation) Regulations, 2007, under which discharges are licensed/authorised by the EPA.

16/01/2013WRDD03750Pyrite Issues

16/01/2013WRDD03800640. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans regarding a grant to help homeowners pay for pyrite testing their 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58189/12]

16/01/2013WRDD03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government recently approved the setting up of a Resolution Board to oversee the 
implementation of a remediation scheme for dwellings affected by pyrite. It also approved the 
imposition of levies on the quarrying and insurance sectors to fund such a remediation scheme.  
Work is underway on the scope and detail of the remediation scheme and the cost of testing will 
be dealt with in that context.

16/01/2013WRDD03950Dumping at Sea

16/01/2013WRDD04000641. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will report on the proposal to dump spoil from the Ringsend waste-
water treatment works long sea outfall tunnel at the mouth of Dublin Bay 3 km south of the 
Bailey, Howth, in view of the fears of local residents and sports clubs, including scuba divers, 
regarding the potential impact of the dumping of approximately 824,000 tonnes of spoil at this 
location; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1023/13]

16/01/2013WRDD04050679. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans not to permit the dumping of soil from the Port Tunnel into Dublin 
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Bay (details supplied). [1509/13]

16/01/2013WRDD04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 641 and 679 together.

The Ringsend Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade is included in my Department’s Water 
Services Investment Programme, 2010 – 2013 as a scheme to start during the lifetime of the 
Programme. Matters relating to planning applications, permits, licences and authorisations are 
matters for the relevant statutory regulators such as An Bord Pleanála and the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

I understand that Dublin City Council received planning approval for the proposed expan-
sion of the Ringsend plant, including land-based disposal of the tunnel spoil, from An Bord 
Pleanála in November 2012. I am informed that the City Council submitted an application to 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a Dumping at Sea Permit, in accordance with 
Section 5 of the Dumping at Sea Acts 1996 to 2010, in early December 2012, seeking approval 
of an alternative to the land-based disposal of the tunnel spoil. A period of public consultation in 
relation to this permit application commenced on 20 December 2012 and runs until 31 January 
2013.  During this time members of the public and other interested parties may make submis-
sions to the EPA in relation to this application.

I have no role in the granting, or otherwise, of the permit applied for and I would urge the 
Deputies to encourage interested parties to engage in the public consultation process with the 
EPA.  Information regarding the permit application and the public consultation process are 
available from Dublin City Council and the EPA.

16/01/2013WRDD04150Local Authority Funding

16/01/2013WRDD04200642. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will reinstate the MRF subvention that has traditionally been paid to 
Waterford County Council since 2006, for 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1066/13]

16/01/2013WRDD04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Payments made from the Environment Fund by my Department towards the operating 
costs of the Dungarvan Materials Recovery Facility were not part of the ongoing subvention 
scheme for Civic Amenity Sites nationally. The funding involved was considered on a year to 
year basis, having regard to the performance of the facility and availability of funds.  In re-
cent years, the Environment Fund has come under significant additional expenditure pressures, 
while at the same time the Fund’s income base has been affected by the very welcome successes 
of the landfill levy in diverting waste from landfill and the plastic bag levy in reducing plastic 
bag usage.

This has required significant reductions in a range of expenditure areas financed from the 
Fund and, in that context, and taking account of value for money considerations, it is not pos-
sible to continue with the subvention sought in respect of the Dungarvan facility.  However, 
it should be noted that my Department continues to make a significant general purpose grant 
allocation to Waterford County Council to contribute towards meeting the cost of providing a 
reasonable level of services to customers. In this regard, I have approved €18,176,169 in gen-
eral purpose funding to the Council for 2013, an increase of 1.61% on the 2012 allocation.
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16/01/2013WRDD04350Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

16/01/2013WRDD04400643. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to review existing legislation in respect of privately rented hous-
ing accommodation and to strengthen the role of the Private Residential Tenancies Board in 
resolving issues that arise between tenants and landlords; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1080/13]

16/01/2013WRDD04500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 sets out the rights and 
obligations of landlords and tenants in the private rented residential sector. The Private Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was established under the Act to operate a national tenancy 
registration system and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants in the private rented 
residential sector.

My Department conducted a review of the Act in 2009 with a specific emphasis on whether 
the Act best supports the PRTB’s key functions and on whether legislative amendments would 
support either the achievement of additional operational efficiencies by the PRTB in the deliv-
ery of those functions or the broader good working of the private rented sector. The outcomes 
of the review were announced in April 2010 and the drafting of the General Scheme of a Bill to 
give effect to the recommendations of the review was approved by Government in July 2011. 
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2012 was published on 19 July 2012 and 
is currently at Second Stage in the Dáil.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2012 builds on what has been achieved 
by the Residential Tenancies Act and the PRTB, and provides for the further development of 
the rental sector into the future.  Among the main issues addressed by the amending legislation 
are –

 - the extension of the remit of the Residential Tenancies Act to Approved Housing Body 
tenancies;

 - the Board of the PRTB to be reduced from 15 to 12 members;

 - the separation of the governance and quasi-judicial functions of the Board;

 - the merger of the PRTB and the Rent Tribunal;

 - the simplification and streamlining of the mediation process.   

While the Bill addresses a wide range of issues, there are some other aspects still under 
development which I hope to bring forward for consideration during the Bill’s passage through 
the Oireachtas. In particular, I am keen to progress a number of key on-going concerns within 
the private rented sector such as the illegal retention of tenants’ deposits by landlords and the 
over holding of rented property by tenants. 

16/01/2013WRDD04550Septic Tank Registration Scheme

16/01/2013WRDD04600644. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the manual for the inspection of private waste water systems will be 
approved by the Environmental Protection Agency and the inspection plan for private waste 
water systems under the Water Services Act 2012 will he approved by him; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1104/13]
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16/01/2013WRDD04700700. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a specific timescale has been given to local authorities in which to inspect 
septic tanks. [1841/13]

16/01/2013WRDD04800701. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government in view of the expertise that will be required to carry out inspections of septic 
tanks, if he has issued a directive to local authorities as to who and how these inspections will 
be carried out. [1842/13]

16/01/2013WRDD04900702. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a directive regarding operational details of septic tank inspections has been 
given to local authorities in the event of contractors carrying out inspections. [1843/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05000703. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the operational details in broad terms regarding an inspector carrying out 
inspections on septic tanks. [1844/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05100704. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a directive has been given to local authorities on the way contractors carrying 
out inspections on septic tanks will be regulated and licensed. [1845/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05200705. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the way local authorities will regulate the work of contractors carrying out 
inspections on septic tanks. [1846/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05300706. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if contractors will require a special licence to carry out septic tank inspections. 
[1847/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05400707. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if contractors will have to carry particular forms of identity in order to gain 
permission to come onto people’s land to carry out septic tank inspections. [1848/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05500708. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of notification a householder will be given before a septic tank 
inspection takes place. [1849/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05600709. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is any form of formal complaints follow-up or disputes resolution 
process for septic tank owners unhappy with remedial work carried out. [1850/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05700712. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities will be given additional funding in order to offset the 
cost of hiring contractors or will this cost be offset by existing budgets in respect of septic tank 
inspections. [1853/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05800723. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the assurances he can give that his proposed risk based assessment of on-site waste 
water treatment plants will satisfy the EU water quality directive. [1969/13]

16/01/2013WRDD05900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 644, 700 to 709, inclusive, 712 and 723 together.

The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 provides that the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) will make a National Inspection Plan for domestic wastewater treatment sys-
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tems. The plan is being drawn up to highest international standards and in accordance with 
the Recommendation for Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections which is an EU-
approved system for the consistent implementation and enforcement of Community environ-
mental law in all EU Member States. I understand that the Plan is very close to being finalised 
by the Agency.  My Department will continue to liaise with the European Commission to ensure 
full compliance with our obligations.

A training course for the local authority personnel who will be appointed to carry out in-
spections under the new legislation is currently being finalised and this is being overseen by 
the Water Services Training Group. The training course will be extended to suitably qualified 
local authority staff over the coming months. Inspections will commence later this year.  The 
inspections will be carried out under the national inspection plan, in accordance with directions 
issued by the EPA, which is the supervisory body for the purposes of implementation of the 
legislation.  The local authority personnel assigned to inspect on-site treatment systems under 
the legislation will be appointed by the EPA as required under Section 70E of the Act . They 
will be required to meet criteria regarding professional or technical qualifications and to have 
completed the training course.  The revenue from the registration fees payable by owners of 
domestic waste water treatment systems will be available to local authorities to meet the costs 
of managing the inspection regime.

The 2012 Act provides that at least 10 working days’ notice must be provided to household-
ers if their treatment system is to be inspected. The Act also contains a comprehensive appeals 
procedure for householders who are aggrieved with an inspection. Inspectors will be required 
to carry identification and to present this on request to householders.

16/01/2013WRDD05950Pyrite Issues

16/01/2013WRDD06000645. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if companies exporting calcium carbonate limestone products will be exempt 
from the proposed pyrite levy on the quarrying industry on all product exported, to ensure their 
competiveness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1105/13]

16/01/2013WRDD06100646. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the new pyrite levy on the quarrying industry will require legislation; when 
will this legislation be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1106/13]

16/01/2013WRDD06200647. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason it is proposed to levy quarries that did not provide any products that 
included pyrite under the new proposed pyrite levy, as they did not cause the problem; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1107/13]

16/01/2013WRDD06300648. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason concrete manufactures will have to pay the new proposed pyrite 
levy on their products; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1108/13]

16/01/2013WRDD06400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 645 to 648, inclusive, together.

I have recently received Government approval for the imposition of a levy on both the 
quarrying and insurance sectors, as recommended by the independent Pyrite Panel, in order to 
provide the funding necessary for the remediation of pyrite damaged dwellings where no other 
forms of redress are available to the homeowner. The imposition of the levies will require leg-
islation and in that context I will set out the detail regarding the application of the levies, their 



16 January 2013

513

collection and subsequent administration. I am committed to having the legislation published 
and enacted in the shortest timeframe possible.

The decision to impose a levy on the quarrying industry will in effect see it applied to the 
construction industry more generally given its application is to a raw material used in certain 
manufactured products, which is also in line with the recommendations of the Pyrite Panel.  
While I understand that some suppliers, who were not involved in the supply of aggregate ma-
terials containing reactive pyrite, may feel concerned that the levy is being generally applied 
it is reasonable, and in line with precedent, that this sectoral approach be taken. For example, 
the Motor Insurance Bureau, which is funded by companies writing motor insurance in Ireland, 
provides assistance and compensation to the innocent victims of accidents caused by uninsured 
and unidentified vehicles. Similar arrangements apply to the travel trade.

16/01/2013WREE00075Security of the Elderly

16/01/2013WREE00100649. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of money spent in 2012 on the seniors alert scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1109/13]

16/01/2013WREE00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme (SAS) provides grant assistance towards the purchase and 
installation of equipment to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to live 
securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.   The amount spent 
in 2012 on the SAS was €2,524,448.65.

16/01/2013WREE00250Fire Service Issues

16/01/2013WREE00300650. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is a national plan for fire services, with national standards of call out 
time to arrival at fires laid down in it; the place where these standards may be accessed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1110/13]

16/01/2013WREE00400667. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the current minimum manning levels for County Meath will be maintained 
under the proposed Department of the Environment National Directorate and Fire Emergency 
Management Body Keeping Communities Safe document; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1373/13]

16/01/2013WREE00500668. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will give an assurance that fire officers decisions to commit resources 
to incidents in County Meath will not be curtailed, due to the Incident Command Systems 
and Standard Operational Guidelines in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1374/13]

16/01/2013WREE00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 650, 667 and 668 together.

The provision of fire services in a local authority area is a statutory function of individual 
fire authorities.  Under Section 10 of the Fire Services Act 1981, a fire authority is required to 
make provision for the delivery of fire services in its functional area, including the assessment 
of fire cover needs and the provision of premises.  Under section 159 of the Local Government 
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Act 2001, each county and city manager is responsible for the staffing and organisational ar-
rangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the local authority for which he or she is 
responsible.  In addition, it is a reserved function of fire authorities to adopt fire and emergency 
operations plans indicating the provision made in respect of organisation, appliances, equip-
ment, fire stations, training and operational procedures for the provision of a comprehensive fire 
service to the community.  My Department supports fire authorities through setting of general 
policy, training support and issue of guidance on operational and other related matters, and the 
provision of capital funding.   

My Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management has developed 
a policy document, Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) , which is intended to set the future 
direction of fire services in Ireland.  It sets out a system of national processes and standards 
for fire service delivery in Ireland based on a risk management approach to fire safety which 
combines the important elements of fire prevention, protection and response.  The national stan-
dards that are proposed in KCS are in keeping with international good practice and are crucial 
to a consistent approach across fire services in Ireland.  It is intended that the national norms 
and standards established by KCS will be integrated into future service planning within each 
local authority’s fire service.  The draft KCS document is available on my Department’s web 
site at www.environ.ie, and I intend to publish it as national policy in the near future. 

Furthermore, a number of health and safety related initiatives have been introduced in fire 
authorities following the introduction of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005.  
These include an Ancillary Safety Statement Template for Fire Services, a National Incident 
Command System and Standard Operating Guidelines covering all aspects of fire service op-
erations.  These measures assist the officer-in-charge in the assessment and decision-making 
relating to any emergency while ensuring a safe working environment for fire-fighters.

16/01/2013WREE00650Fire Stations Provision

16/01/2013WREE00700651. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has received an application from Galway County Council for a new fire 
station in South Connemara; when a decision will issue on such an application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1111/13]

16/01/2013WREE00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 
2003.  My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guid-
ance, and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire ap-
pliances and specialist emergency and communications equipment as well as construction and 
upgrading of fire stations.   

In keeping with other reductions, it has been necessary to reduce the fire service capital 
allocation.  Priority has been given to supporting the national fire appliance fleet and, in this 
regard, Galway  Fire and Rescue Service has received an allocation for a new appliance which 
is currently under construction.  My Department understands that a review of fire services in 
Galway is currently being undertaken by Galway County Council.  This review, including the 
south Connemara region, is being informed by an integrated risk management analysis.  The 
output from the analysis is intended to inform local decision-making on the effective deploy-
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ment and use of resources, with a view to ensuring an appropriate balance between prevention, 
protection and response measures.  I understand that this review is at an advanced stage, and 
will have regard to my Department’s national policy document, Keeping Communities Safe 
(KCS), which will be published in the near future.

Questions Nos. 652 and 653 answered with Question No. 638.

16/01/2013WREE00850Motor Tax Collection

16/01/2013WREE00900654. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the estimated number of vehicles not being taxed in any given year and 
therefore the estimated loss of revenue to the State; if he will consider putting in place an easy 
payment scheme without extra cost to those who might use the scheme to encourage greater 
compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1130/13]

16/01/2013WREE01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An analysis of non-use declarations relating to motor tax to the year ending August 2012 
showed that there were a total of over 538,000 such declarations during that time, 110,000 of 
which related to a change of vehicle ownership.  The total value of the exemptions was €110m.  
While in some cases such declarations of non-use will be genuine, it is suspected that there is 
widespread abuse and it is estimated that the abolition of such abuse would generate income 
of some €55m annually.  The Government approved the drafting of a Bill on 22 May 2012 
to replace the current retrospective system of making declarations of non-use with a system 
whereby declarations must be made in advance of the vehicle being taken off the road.  The Bill 
is at an advanced stage of drafting in the Office of the Attorney General and is expected to be 
published shortly.

I have no plans to make changes to the current payment options for motor tax.  The current 
half-yearly and quarterly payment options incorporate a surcharge to cover the higher adminis-
trative costs involved in processing such applications.  The estimated annual income from the 
increased charges for half-year and quarterly vehicle licences is in the region of €20m.  Were 
a monthly pro-rata system to be introduced, the loss in income would have to be compensated 
for elsewhere in the motor tax system, or through the taxation system generally.  It would also 
have a negative transitional impact on the flow of income to the Local Government Fund and 
consequently on grant allocations to local authorities from the Fund.   

In considering options for a monthly payment option, regard would also have to be had to 
the set-up costs in the motor tax system, and increased ongoing administrative and financial 
costs and controls.

16/01/2013WREE01050Waste Management Regulations

16/01/2013WREE01100655. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when he intends to introduce a fee waiver scheme for waste collection services for 
low income households in line with the programme for Government.  [1136/13]

16/01/2013WREE01200661. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to the establishment of an interdepartmental working group on providing 
options to reduce waste charges to low income households and if they include a new form of 
bin wavier; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1228/13]
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16/01/2013WREE01300662. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the contact he has had with bin service providers in relation to reducing waste 
charges for low income households; if he has received any assurances from these providers that 
measures will be put in place to reduce bin service costs for low income families and pension-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1229/13]

16/01/2013WREE01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government  (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 655, 661 and 662 together.

The Government’s new waste policy, A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy 
in Ireland, was published in July 2012.  Among the measures included in the policy is the es-
tablishment of an interdepartmental working group to report to Government with options to 
minimise the impact of waste charges on low income households.  The working group, which 
comprises representatives of my Department and the Departments of Social Protection; Public 
Expenditure and Reform; Finance; and the Tánaiste’s Office, submitted its first report to Gov-
ernment on 11 December 2012.  Government considered the report and the working group is to 
continue to examine the design and implementation of measures to address the issue and will 
provide a further report to Government by 31 March 2013.   

Another measure of the Government’s waste policy is the revision of the current regulatory 
regime, to ensure, inter alia, that waste collection providers have Customer Charters in place.  
The Customer Charters will be required clearly to set out information for customers in relation 
to issues such as charging structures, procedures for dealing with customers who may fall into 
arrears, and arrangements for switching from one waste collector to another.  I wrote to the 
waste management industry in September and October, 2012 in relation to the development of 
such charters and I understand that a number of waste collection providers have already put in 
place a Customer Charter ahead of the development of the new regulatory regime.  I further 
understand that a number of waste collection operators have notified former local authority 
customers of the offers and discounts available to those previously in receipt of a local authority 
waste collection waiver.

16/01/2013WREE01450Proposed Legislation

16/01/2013WREE01500656. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the legislative plans he has to address the issue of very high or over-
hanging trees and hedgerows on neighbouring properties; the way he intends to provide in law 
for the avoidance of the often inter-neighbour disputes that can and do arise when these situa-
tions present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1145/13]

16/01/2013WREE01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no legislation in Ireland regulating the height of 
trees and hedges.  My Department understands that there is no right in Irish law to receive light 
in a garden and that, while there is a civil remedy of nuisance available in respect of the branch-
es or roots of a neighbour’s tree encroaching on one’s property, there is no civil law remedy in 
respect of the loss of light in a garden due to a neighbour’s high trees or hedges.  While I have 
no plans to introduce legislation on this matter I wrote last year to my colleague the Minister for 
Justice and Equality suggesting that we might give consideration to potential alternative options 
towards the introduction of a civil remedy in this matter.  I am currently considering his reply.

16/01/2013WREE01650Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection
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16/01/2013WREE01700657. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has an estimate of the overall level of compliance with the non prin-
cipal private residence charge to date; the initiatives that have been undertaken to ensure that 
persons living abroad who own a property here are made aware of their obligation to pay the 
charge; if he has any concerns that a substantial number of persons living abroad may not be 
aware of the charge and will accrue very large late payment fees; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1146/13]

16/01/2013WREE01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of 
local authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences.  The charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties.  
It is a matter for an owner , whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she 
has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the charge.   

The provision of information to potential liable owners is regarded as an important element 
of the introduction of the Non Principal Private Residence Charge, given the payment levels 
in 2009 and in subsequent years.  The associated communication campaign, including media 
advertisements funded by my Department, information made available by local authorities, and 
website hosted information, in circumstances in which the legal onus is on the liable owner 
to declare liability and make payment, was cost effective and, in general, achieved its goals 
in terms of raising awareness and encouraging liable owners to make payment.  Much of this 
information, such as information available online, was available to liable persons living abroad.  
On its introduction in 2009 the Charge was estimated to apply to some 200,000 properties and 
was expected to raise approximately €40 million annually.  As of 14 January 2013 , the charge 
had been paid for 2012 in respect of 340, 552 properties, raising €69, 641,680 for that year.   

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect non-principal private residence 
charges and late payment fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed and pay-
able to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority concerned.  In 
this regard, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant 
local authority.  Guidelines have also been issued to local authorities in relation to the operation 
of the “care and management” provisions of the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 and lo-
cal authorities are expected to implement these guidelines appropriately. 

The NPPR charge has been in operation for more than 4 years and has been the subject of 
much public discussion and commentary prior to, and following, its introduction.  Failure to 
declare a liability in respect of, or to fail to pay, the charge on non-principal private residences, 
are offences.  I urge all liable parties who have not paid the charge on non-principal private resi-
dences to contact their local authority as a matter of urgency.  Property owners who are unsure 
of their liability should also contact their local authority.

16/01/2013WREE01850Commercial Rates Valuation Process

16/01/2013WREE01900658. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is any inclusion of an allowance for local authorities to differentiate 
between the type, size and location of businesses when collecting rates such as reducing rates 
for small corner shops compared to large supermarket chains; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1188/13]

16/01/2013WREE02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
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commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The Valuation Of-
fice is responsible for calculating the rateable valuation of premises and the type, size and loca-
tion of the premises would be a factor in arriving at the rateable valuation.  The Annual Rate on 
Valuation (ARV), which is set by the local authority, is then applied to that rateable valuation.  
The Valuation Act 2001 is a matter for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.   

I am acutely aware of the pressures on small and medium sized businesses at the present 
time.  Local authorities have been asked by my Department, by way of a circular letter, to exer-
cise restraint or, where possible, reduce commercial rates and local charges for 2013.  Local au-
thorities have responded well to such requests in recent years and I anticipate a similar response 
this year.  I will continue to keep the approach to rates by local authorities under active review, 
and am determined that every avenue will be pursued to optimise efficiency and contain costs 
in the local government sector.

16/01/2013WREE02050Household Charge Exemptions

16/01/2013WREE02100659. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 149 of 26 January 2012, if more de-
tail will be provided on the entry of a housing estate (details supplied) in County Cork on the 
list of unfinished estates qualifying for a waiver from the household charge. [1202/13]

16/01/2013WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The list of housing developments which have been desig-
nated eligible for a waiver from the household charge in 2012 was extracted from the National 
Housing Survey 2011, having regard to the categorisation of estates by local authorities under 
the Unfinished Housing Developments Public Safety Initiative.  This list is set out under the 
Local Government (Household Charge) Regulations 2012.  All households resident in a devel-
opment prescribed as an unfinished housing estate for the purposes of the Act are covered by 
the waiver.

I have been advised that only properties with the address of Carmen Lawn are included as 
part of the reference to Belmont Upper, Douglas.

16/01/2013WREE02250Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/01/2013WREE02300660. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 425 of 18 December 2012, if this 
policy is in operation nationally. [1205/13]

16/01/2013WREE02400669. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 425 of 18 December 2012, the reason 
maintenance paid out by a person seeking social housing is not taken into consideration when 
assessing that persons means; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1382/13]

16/01/2013WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 660 and 669 together. 

In assessing a household for social housing support, the Social Housing Assessment Regu-
lations 2011 set out maximum income thresholds which all housing authorities must adhere 
to in determining eligibility.  In accordance with the Household Means Policy issued under 
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Regulation 17 of the Regulations, the income threshold is net of income tax, Universal Social 
Charge, Pension-Related Deduction within the meaning of the Financial Emergency Measures 
in the Public Interest Act 2009, and PRSI.  There is no provision in the policy to deduct any 
other regular outgoings, such as maintenance paid in respect of family members, from gross 
household income for the purposes of the income threshold. 

I am at present reviewing the operation of the Social Housing Assessment Regulations and 
associated Household Means Policy including the calculation of net household income in the 
context of eligibility for social housing support.

Questions Nos. 661 and 662 answered with Question No. 655.

16/01/2013WREE02650Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WREE02700663. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the 2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action 
Plan; if he will report on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were 
not met; the steps he is taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1281/13]

16/01/2013WREE02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department’s commitments in the Action Plan for Jobs – 2012, in some instances in 
cooperation with other Departments, local authorities and agencies are in relation to Actions 
1.17, 1.22, 1.23, 1.47, 6.5, 6.6, 6.8, 6.9 and 7.3.2.   Progress is set out in the following table.

Action Measure Time Frame for Comple-
tion 

Status 

1.17 Build on the posi-
tive response to date 
from Local Authori-
ties to requests from 
Government to 
exercise restraint in 
setting rates for busi-
nesses, to minimise 
costs imposed on 
businesses and assist 
struggling firms in 
any way they can, 
with a need for con-
tinuing restraint and 
lower costs in the 
coming years 

  

- Encourage Local 
Authorities to ex-
ercise restraint   in 
setting of commer-
cial rates for 2012, 
which is   a reserved 
function of Local 
Authorities. 

Q1 Delivered on schedule 
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Action Measure Time Frame for Comple-
tion 

Status 

- Require Local Au-
thorities to consider 
the impact   of devel-
opment contributions 
on businesses and   
competitiveness 
generally. 

Q2 Delivered on schedule 

1.22 Encourage a com-
petitive regime for 
waste services via 
careful design of the 
regulatory frame-
work 

  

- Complete consulta-
tion process 

Q1 Delivered on schedule 

- Submit propos-
als for Government 
decision on   a   new 
national waste policy 

Q2 Delivered July 2012 . 
Additional time for the 
submission of additional 
material was allowed, 
on account of the sig-
nificant level of change 
in the household collec-
tion market proposed, to 
ensure the fullest infor-
mation was available to 
Government in making 
its decision. 

- Implement Gov-
ernment decisions 
in relation to  waste 
policy and services 

Q3 and Ongoing Delivered on schedule 
and for 2012 

1.23 Finalise the strategy 
for future structure 
for water services 
delivery to ensure an 
improvement in ef-
ficiency and delivery. 

  

- Complete internal 
assessment process 

Q2 Delivered on schedule 

- Devise and roll 
out implementation 
strategy 

Q4 Delivered on schedule 
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Action Measure Time Frame for Comple-
tion 

Status 

1.47 Integrate the fore-
shore consent 
process under the 
Foreshores Acts 
1933 with the exist-
ing on-land planning 
system 

  

- Publication of Bill Q3 Bill to be published Q1 
2013 Publication of the 
Foreshore and Marine 
Area Development Bill 
has been rescheduled 
from Q3 2012 to Q1 
2013 t o allow suffi-
cient time for public and 
stakeholder consultation 

6.5 Develop a new 
sectoral strategy to 
promote employ-
ment, and support 
local enterprise by 
Local Government, 
to include measures 
in the area of busi-
ness charges, local 
enterprise and busi-
ness support arrange-
ments, procurement 
support, local devel-
opment and commu-
nity based initiatives, 
the Green Economy 
and local govern-
ment participation 
in employment 
support schemes. 
These measures will 
complement, and as-
sist in the delivery at 
a local level, of other 
actions set out in this 
Action Plan. 

  

- Establish Strategy 
Working Group 

Q1 Delivered on schedule 

- Publish draft strat-
egy for consultation 

Q2 Delivered on schedule 
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Action Measure Time Frame for Comple-
tion 

Status 

- Finalise and imple-
ment Strategy 

Q3 Delivered on schedule 

6.6 Align community-
based endeavour 
with local govern-
ment with a view to 
improving delivery 
of services to citi-
zens at local level, 
achieving greater 
efficiency and effec-
tiveness and enhanc-
ing the role of Local 
Authorities in the 
delivery of local and 
community develop-
ment programmes 
and functions. The 
supports for business 
from both the Local 
and Community De-
velopment sector and 
local government 
will be re-configured 
to bring about maxi-
mum coherence at 
local level. 

  

- Implement the key 
recommendations 
of the report of the 
Department’s Align-
ment Steering Group 
through ongoing 
engagement with 
Local   Government, 
Local Development 
Companies and other 
stakeholders, and 
through monitor-
ing and evaluating 
the relevant Pro-
grammes. 

Ongoing Delivered f or 2012 
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Action Measure Time Frame for Comple-
tion 

Status 

6.8 Implement the key 
recommendations 
of the report of the 
Department’s Align-
ment Steering Group 
through ongoing 
engagement with 
Local Government, 
Local Development 
Companies and other 
stakeholders, and 
through monitor-
ing and evaluating 
the relevant Pro-
grammes. 

  

- Establish the 
impact of enterprise 
supports provided 
by the Programme, 
through a national 
evaluation. 

Q4 Delivered on schedule 

6.9 Continue to support 
job creation in rural 
communities through 
the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 
concentrating pri-
marily on the provi-
sion of direct support 
for the generation 
and development of 
enterprise ideas and 
initiatives and the 
provision of support 
for initiatives that fa-
cilitate the develop-
ment of sustainable 
rural communities 

  

- Ensure that the Pro-
gramme continues 
to focus on enter-
prise generation and 
development in rural 
communities. 

Ongoing Delivered for 2012 
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Action Measure Time Frame for Comple-
tion 

Status 

7.3.2 - Implement the 
Green Public Pro-
curement Action   
Plan to promote the 
development of a 
market   for green 
products and ser-
vices. 

Q4 Delivered for 2012 

While neither my Department nor the agencies under its aegis including local authorities 
have a direct role in the creation of new jobs under the Action Plan for Jobs, they have a key role 
in supporting and stimulating economic activity, and aim to safeguard and assist jobs growth, 
including within the context of a sustainable environment and the development of the Green 
Economy in Ireland.  Furthermore the Rural Development Programme (LEADER), delivered 
under my Department, aims to improve the quality of life and support the diversification of 
economic activity in rural areas.  The Rural Development Programme (RDP) supports a broad 
range of activities including the creation and development of micro-enterprises in rural areas.  
The RDP for Ireland 2007- 2013 has a substantial budget of over €300m, which represents a 
significant lever to stimulate economic development in rural areas.  Since it commenced in 
2009 the RDP has supported over 3, 000 rural enterprise initiatives with the creation of over 1, 
200 jobs.

Over the next three years, it is projected that the LEADER Programme will assist in the 
creation of up to 7 ,000 new jobs.  In addition my Department’s Local and Community Devel-
opment Programme (LCDP), which commenced in January 2010, aims to tackle poverty and 
social exclusion through partnership and constructive engagement between Government and 
its agencies and people in disadvantaged communities.  The Programme is underpinned by 
four high level goals, one of which, while not directly creating new jobs, is aimed at increasing 
peoples’ work readiness and employment prospects.  In this regard, the following table outlines 
the number of individuals supported into employment and into self-employment in 2011 and 
the target for 2012.   

LCDP 2012 Targets 2011 Outputs 
Individuals 
supported into 
employment 

966 5,613 1,121 6,163 

Individuals sup-
ported into self-
employment 

4,647 5,042  

Local authorities also have an important role in providing much of the physical and regu-
latory infrastructure essential to support enterprise and promote employment.  They deliver 
essential services to business and are geared to respond to the needs of local communities, em-
ployers and entrepreneurs speedily and efficiently.  Local authorities are very active in promot-
ing the commercial and enterprise interests of their areas, working with other State agencies and 
local business across all areas that can benefit their local communities and the enterprise sector.  
Local authorities are acutely aware of the need to assist in the response to the jobs crisis at the 
local level, and assist and network with other agencies in the delivery of their responses to the 
crisis at the local level.  It is in that context that achievement of measures in the Action Plan for 
Jobs will assist in creating a pro-enterprise supportive environment to generate new jobs and 
sustain existing ones.
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16/01/2013WREE02850Household Charge Collection

16/01/2013WREE02900664. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details in tabular form of the numbers of properties per 
county that were registered to pay the household charge on the 31 October 2012; the numbers 
that were registered on the 30 November 2012; the numbers that were registered on 31 Decem-
ber 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1333/13]

16/01/2013WREE03000665. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of properties that were registered to pay the household charge 
on 31 December 2012 in a town (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1334/13]

16/01/2013WREE03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 664 and 665 together. 

The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for the 
Household Charge.  Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  
It is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge.   

The Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge sys-
tem on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.  The following table de-
tails the total number of payments and waivers registered for the Household Charge nationally 
and by local authority area on 31 October 2012, 30 November 2012 and 31 December 2012.  
As regards the number of properties that were registered to pay the household charge on 31 De-
cember 2012 in Rathkeale, information specific to sub-local authority administrative divisions 
is not available.   

County/
City 
Council

Properties 
registered (paid 
+ waivers) 31 
October 2012 

Properties 
registered (paid 
+ waivers) 
30 November 
2012

Properties 
registered 
(paid + 
waivers) 31 
December 
2012 

Carlow 11,627 12,132 12,461 
Cavan 16,505 17,259 17,510 
Clare 32,139 33,063 33,617 
Cork City 27,689 28,122 28,488 
Cork 
County

90,282 93,261 95,853 

Donegal 35,277 36,158 37,370 
Dublin 
City

136,255 138,395 139,982 

Dún 
Laoghaire-
Rathdown

62,848 63,423 63,870 

Fingal 60,407 62,150 63,154 
Galway 
City

20,354 20,172 21,052 
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County/
City 
Council

Properties 
registered (paid 
+ waivers) 31 
October 2012 

Properties 
registered (paid 
+ waivers) 
30 November 
2012

Properties 
registered 
(paid + 
waivers) 31 
December 
2012 

Galway 
County

40,545 41,804 42,086 

Kerry 42,816 43,467 43,949 
Kildare 44,500 45,920 46,692 
Kilkenny 20,832 21,504 21,971 
Laois 15,845 16,443 16,720 
Leitrim 9,060 9,170 9,289 
Limerick 
City

13,956 14,142 14,308 

Limerick 
County

30,965 31,803 32,241 

Longford 8,564 8,801 9,080 
Louth 24,590 25,279 25,811 
Mayo 37,301 38,784 39,438 
Meath 36,762 38,320 39,286 
Monaghan 13,545 13,871 14,041 
North Tip-
perary

17,773 18,085 18,309 

Offaly 14,668 15,252 15,767 
Roscom-
mon

15,962 16,146 16,641 

Sligo 17,512 17,858 18,349 
South 
Dublin

51,248 52,406 53,314 

South Tip-
perary

20,428 20,758 21,061 

Waterford 
City

10,378 10,667 10,793 

Waterford 
County

16,213 16,469 16,697 

Westmeath 20,280 20,435 20,695 
Wexford 35,668 36,713 37,237 
Wicklow 31,267 32,097 32,389

National 1,084,061 1,110,329 1,129,521  

16/01/2013WREE03150Traveller Accommodation

16/01/2013WREE03200666. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of money that has been allocated for traveller accommodation on a 
county basis per annum for the last five years.  [1370/13]

16/01/2013WREE03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommo-
dation) Act 1998, statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller accom-
modation programmes, designed to meet the accommodation needs of Travellers, rests with 
individual housing authorities.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there is an adequate leg-
islative and financial system in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation. 

My Department provides 100% capital funding to housing authorities for Traveller-specific 
accommodation.  Traveller families are also accommodated in local authority social housing 
dwellings, which are funded through the main local authority social housing programme.  The 
capital allocations in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation over the period 2008-2012 
are set out in the following table.  

County 
Council

Allocation 
2008

Allocation 
2009

Allocation 
2010

Allocation 
2011

Allocation 
2012

Carlow 300,000 400,000 420,000 50,000 0
Cavan 150,000 20,000 30,000 10,000 0

Clare 2,000,000 2,350,000 1,900,000 500,000 300,000

Cork 2,100,000 650,000 930,000 425,000 300,000

Donegal 350,000 100,000 70,000 25,000 300,000

South Dublin 8,000,000 5,224,500 3,610,000 600,000 250,000

Fingal 4,000,000 4,200,000 5,000,000 700,000 150,000

Dun 
Laoghaire / 
Rathdown

2,000,000 1,000,000 750,000 750,000 313,150

Galway 1,200,000 805,500 600,000 100,000 500,000

Kerry 250,000 1,080,000 100,000 400,000 23,249

Kildare 450,000 500,000 1,100,000 200,000 30,000

Kilkenny 250,000 500,000 1,200,000 450,000 60,000

Laois 0.00 50,000 220,000 200,000 530,000

Leitrim 200,000 200,000 180,000 80,000 0
Limerick 700,000 650,000 100,000 200,000 134,400
Longford 250,000 800,000 750,000  0
Louth 100,000 750,000 515,000 235,000 150,000
Mayo 100,000 750,000 500,000 30,000 136,850
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County 
Council

Allocation 
2008

Allocation 
2009

Allocation 
2010

Allocation 
2011

Allocation 
2012

Meath 600,000 3,000,000 2,800,000 1,500,000 78,133
Monaghan 500,000 400,000 0.00  0
North Tip-
perary

700,000 425,000 1,550,000 500,000 139,508

Offaly 350,000 95,000 110,000 400,000 0
Roscommon 400,000 500,000 900,000 495,000 373,587
Sligo 350,000 900,000 500,000 500,000 18,090
South Tip-
perary

950,000 500,000 500,000 250,000 27,641

Waterford 0.00 0.00 0.00  0
Westmeath 600,000 150,000 75,000 150,000 46,452
Wexford 700,000 200,000 300,000 100,000 285,000
Wicklow 200,000 600,000 300,000 600,000 550,000
City Council      
Cork 200,000 100,000 40,000  62,000
Dublin 5,000,000 3,000,000 1,450,000 1,350,000 50,000
Galway 1,500,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 550,000 360,000
Limerick 5,000,000 400,000 1,000,000 1,150,000 250,000
Waterford 550,000 700,000 1,500,000 500,000 252,240
TOTAL 40,000,000 32,000,000 30,000,000 13,000,000 5,670,300
 In addition, a portion of the overall capital allocation was held in reserve by the Department 

over the period 2009-2012 for the purposes of recouping to local authorities the purchase cost 
of houses which were required to meet the accommodation needs of Traveller families in spe-
cific instances.  The amounts involved are as follows: €3,000,000 in 2009; €5,000,000 in 2010; 
€2,000,000 in 2011; and €329,700 in 2012.

Questions Nos. 667 and 668 answered with Question No. 650.

Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 660.

16/01/2013WREE03550Capital Assistance Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WREE03600670. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a timetable of progress made on the application by a housing 
association (details supplied) for the provision of six housing units as part of a turn-key project, 
to which €625,000 has been allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1416/13]

16/01/2013WREE03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS), funding of 
up to 100% of the approved cost is available for the provision of accommodation to meet the 
needs of persons with specific categories of housing need including older people, people with 
an intellectual, physical or mental health disability, the homeless, returning emigrants and vic-
tims of domestic violence.  My Department’s involvement with the CAS relates primarily to the 
provision of funds for individual projects.  The detailed administration of the scheme, including 
the appraisal of proposals, the certification that projects comply with the terms and conditions 
of the funding scheme and the processing of applications for funding, are the responsibility of 
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the relevant local authority. 

It is a matter for the local authority, in this case Roscommon County Council, to progress the 
appraisal, planning and implementation stages of proposed voluntary housing projects within 
the county and to submit a formal application for funding in respect of those projects which 
meet local housing need and the terms and conditions of the funding scheme.  So far no such 
funding application has been received in respect of the project in question.

16/01/2013WREE03750Leader Programmes Funding

16/01/2013WREE03800671. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will commit to ensuring that the four Erris parishes in County Mayo 
not currently covered by the Leader programme will be included in the programme; if he will 
provide a time frame for the resolution of this situation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1424/13]

16/01/2013WREE03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Gaeltacht areas referred to in the Question were formerly serviced by Meitheal For-
bartha na Gaeltachta (MFG) for the purposes of the distribution of Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of 
the Rural Development Programme (RDP).  MFG went into liquidation on 7 September 201 
1.  Following a complex and difficult legal winding up process most of the Gaeltacht areas are 
now operational through Local Development Companies in geographically contiguous areas.  
Progress is still ongoing in the context of determining a delivery solution for RDP funding in 
the Erris Parishes.   

My Department is responsible for ensuring that funding provided through the LEADER 
elements of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) is delivered in an efficient and effective 
way and we must ensure that the solution determined for the Erris Gaeltacht area has the capac-
ity to meet the standards required to ensure compliance with both National and EU regulations.  
My Department is working to determine a solution that will facilitate access to RDP funding for 
the four Erris parishes as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WREE03950Household Charge Collection

16/01/2013WREE04000672. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide the figures, by local authority area regarding the properties reg-
istered for the household charge to date; the number of properties that have been registered by 
persons who registered two or more properties and the number of persons that have registered 
two or more properties for the household charge. [1428/13]

16/01/2013WREE04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge 
system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.  I understand, from 
data provided by the Agency, that as of 11 January 2012 the number of registrations, including 
waiver registrations, for the Household Charge is 1,140,586.

As the Household Charge system records one owner entry per property, which may in some 
cases be joint names, definitive information is not available concerning the number of proper-
ties which have been registered to multiple accounts.  I understand, again from data provided 
by the Agency, that as of 9 November 2012 the number of accounts to which more than one 
unit has been registered for the Household Charge is 777.  However, as the system is based on a 
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self-declaration format it permits a person to set up several accounts, each in respect of separate 
properties or sets of properties, and therefore such figures should be treated with appropriate 
caution.

16/01/2013WREE04150Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

16/01/2013WREE04200673. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he was last briefed on the Greater Dublin Drainage Project by 
Fingal County Council; when a decision will be made on the siting of a regional sewage plant 
in north county Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1457/13]

16/01/2013WREE04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department participates in the Project Steering Group for the Greater Dublin Re-
gional Drainage Project (North Dublin Treatment Plant and Orbital Sewer project).  The last 
Steering Group meeting was held on 13 December 2012 and a comprehensive progress report 
was provided at the meeting.   My Department understands that Fingal County Council expects 
to be in a position to make the decision on a site for the new regional wastewater treatment 
works, a route for a new orbital sewer and a location for a new marine outfall to the Irish Sea, 
in the first half of 2013.

Question No. 674 answered with Question No. 635.

16/01/2013WREE04450Local Authority Housing Rents

16/01/2013WREE04500675. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the problems associated with the differential 
rent scheme operated by some councils and their concerns that local authority tenants are avail-
ing of cheaper rents in the private sector; when he will revise this scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1469/13]

16/01/2013WREE04600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is a matter for each household to decide the form of 
housing that best meets its housing need at an affordable price.  The current arrangements for 
determining local authority rents will be substantially replaced on the coming into force over 
the next year of provisions of Section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.  
Household income will continue to be a major factor in determining rents.  The amount of rent 
will be set by the Manager in accordance with a rent scheme made by the elected members of 
the housing authority.  Each rent scheme will have to comply with regulations that I will make, 
in relation to matters such as the level, type and sources of household income that may be as-
sessed for rent purposes, and rent reviews, but will also reflect a degree of local discretion in 
the criteria for setting rents.

16/01/2013WREE04650Unfinished Housing Developments

16/01/2013WREE04700676. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a comprehensive breakdown on all unfinished housing es-
tates on a county basis; if he will provide an update on action taken to date by each council in 
cooperation with his Department to ensure that they are adequately secured under the public 
safety initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1472/13]
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16/01/2013WREE04800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Housing Development Survey 2012, the 
results of which I published in November 2012, outlined the progress which has been made in 
tackling the issues faced by the residents of unfinished housing developments.  This Survey, 
which is available on my Department’s website, www.environ.ie, provides a comprehensive 
breakdown by local authority of the status of all unfinished housing developments assessed 
nationwide

It is a matter for local authorities to determine, based on the condition of those unfinished 
housing developments within their administrative areas, which developments may qualify for 
funding under my Department’s Public Safety Initiative, and to arrange for such works to be 
carried out.  To date, my Department has made allocations totalling some €3.79 million and 
payments totalling €2.48 million under this scheme.

16/01/2013WREE04850Rights of Way

16/01/2013WREE04900677. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 63 of 8 December 2011, the status of dis-
cussions as outlined in his previous response; the progress that has been made in relation to this 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1498/13]

16/01/2013WREE05000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to parliamentary Question No. 63 of 8 December 2011, regarding 
facilitating the Wicklow Way to cross private lands in or around the junction between Bor-
anaralty and the Ballybrack Road in the Glencullen area.  The development and maintenance of 
critical walking infrastructure is fundamental to the whole approach to facilitating access to the 
countryside for recreation and activity tourism purposes.  The Wicklow Way is one of over 40 
National Waymarked Ways that are the backbone of the walking product in Ireland.

Wicklow is one of the first counties to develop an integrated representative trail manage-
ment structure, “The Wicklow Way Partnership”, whose members are:

- Coillte 

- Wicklow County Council   

- Mountain Meitheal (A Volunteer Trail Conservation Group).   

- National Parks and Wildlife Service   

- The Dublin Mountains Partnership (managing the Wicklow Way in County Dublin)   

- County Wicklow Partnership (managing the trail on private lands)   

Its aims include developing a multiyear plan for the strategic development of the Wicklow 
Way by agreement and pooling of resources to bring the Wicklow Way to top international 
standard and recognition.

In that regard, it is accepted that, where possible, walking routes offer the user safe, secure 
and stimulating surroundings.  To achieve that, it is important that routes are off road where 
possible with the agreement of the landowners concerned.  However, all land in Ireland is in 
private or state ownership.  Participants in recreation activities should be aware that there is no 
legal right of access to the Irish countryside.  Those who enter onto private land, for the purpose 
of recreation, do so on the basis of the goodwill and permission of landowners. 
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Following consultations, the Wicklow Way Partnership have identified sections of the Wick-
low Way for re-routing and upgrading; two sections in particular are regarded as high priority 
for rerouting.

Ballinastoe Re-Route Proposal   

A route has been identified that would enable approximately 1 km of trail to be taken off a 
busy and dangerous road section at Ballinastoe.  The new trail would go through lands managed 
by National Parks and Wildlife Service and Coillte.  It would join up with a newly constructed 
trail at the northern end close to Lough Tay and come out at a lay-by close to the Pier Gates at 
the southern end of the Coillte property that includes the Coillte Mountain Bike Trail facility.  
Agreement has been reached on the re-routing of the Ballinastoe section following a commit-
ment of €18,500 from my Department towards the completion of the project.  Work is underway 
and is due for completion this spring.   

Glencullen Re-Route Proposal   

Currently approximately 2 km of trail are on road on the R116 at Glencullen.  A possible 
re-route has been identified, some of which is on state lands owned by Coillte, which, as a key 
member of the Wicklow Way Partnership, is keen to facilitate the proposed re-route.  The re-
mainder of the proposed re-route would be on private land and while discussions are on-going, 
no agreement has been reached to date.  However, I am hopeful of a positive outcome in due 
course.

16/01/2013WREE05050Coastal Erosion

16/01/2013WREE05100678. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, in view of the increased footfall in persons hill walking and walking in general 
in the countryside here, especially in County Wicklow, in areas such as Luggala, his attention 
has been drawn to the effect that this is having in terms of erosion; if so, the measures being 
taken to curb erosion due to this increased footfall in our countryside; if his further attention has 
been drawn to the continued illegal use of dune buggies, scramblers and other motor vehicles 
on our national trails; his plans to ensure that their continued illegal use is halted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1505/13]

16/01/2013WREE05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I am aware that the issue of erosion, as a consequence of the increasing popularity of out-
door activities including hill walking, is of increasing concern.  The Rural Recreation Section 
within my Department oversees the implementation of the National Countryside Recreation 
Strategy (NCRS).  The Strategic Objectives set out in the Strategy are:-   

1.  To achieve sustainable and responsible recreation in the countryside.   

2.  To promote caring recreational use of the countryside.   

3.  To develop a national framework that promotes the rights and responsibilities of both 
owners and users.   

4.  To develop a suitable structure to deliver a national countryside recreation service in a 
strategic and co-ordinated way.   

5.  To secure a package of funding mechanisms to deliver on the objectives of the strategy.   

The ongoing development of the activity tourism sector is of strategic importance for Ire-
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land given the potential to leverage job creation and improve exchequer revenue from both 
foreign and domestic tourism.  Walking remains the most popular activity, with preliminary 
2011 figures showing that over 740,000 overseas visitors claim to have gone hiking/cross-
country walking in 2011.  Existing measures to address erosion include the Walks Scheme and 
a pilot Mountain Access Scheme currently under development.  The Walks Scheme represents 
an innovative response to facilitating the development and maintenance of many of Ireland’s 
key walking trails.  The main point of the Scheme is that it brings in the landholders as key 
participants in the provision of high quality walking trails, by contracting them to undertake 
maintenance work on the trails in line with agreed work plans.  The Walks Scheme is currently 
operating on 40 trails supported by over 1,800 landowners and is being managed by 16 Local 
Development Companies around the country.  The pilot Mountain Access Scheme is currently 
being implemented at Mount Gable in Connemara and a more significant scheme is being de-
veloped for Carrauntuohill and the MacGillicuddy Reeks in Co. Kerry.  These pilot Mountain 
Access projects are being progressed with a view to developing best practice in relation to the 
sustainable trails and walking routes in the uplands.  A focus of these pilots will be the manage-
ment and repair of erosion and other negative consequences arising from increased activity in 
sensitive landscapes.   

With regard to the alleged continued illegal use of quads, dune buggies, scramblers and 
other motor vehicles on national trails , such activity while undesirable and damaging to the 
landscape is generally not illegal, as there is no overarching legislation in place to that effect.  
Many of these trails cross private land and it is a matter for individual landowners to address, 
many of whom use quads and similar vehicles as part of their daily work practices.  Where trails 
cross State lands it is a matter for the individual State Agencies to manage through Byelaws and 
subsequent enforcement. 

However, this activity takes place off trail also, particularly in upland areas.  A proportion 
of upland, coastal and other areas where such activities can take place are designated as Special 
Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas or Natural Heritage Areas.  There is no general 
prohibition on the use of off-road vehicles in such areas.  However, the Minister for Arts, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht has powers under Regulation 29 of the European Communities (Birds 
And Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, by ministerial Direction, to control specified activities 
where the Minister has reason to believe that these activities will have a significant effect on 
a European Site or an adverse effect on the integrity of a European Site.  Activities to which 
Directions apply may include the operation or use of any off-road or other vehicle.

Question No. 679 answered with Question No. 641.

16/01/2013WREE05350Tenant Purchase Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WREE05400680. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when a new tenant purchase scheme for local authority tenants will be introduced; 
when the Programme for Government commitment to extend access to tenant purchase to ten-
ants of approved housing bodies that is voluntary housing associations will be introduced; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1523/13]

16/01/2013WREE05500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently preparing the General 
Scheme of a Housing Bill that will include, among other things, proposals for a new scheme 
for the sale of local authority houses to tenants.  The scheme will be based on the incremental 
purchase model, involving discounts for tenants linked to household income and a discount-
related charge on the property that will dwindle away over a period unless the house is resold or 
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the purchaser fails to comply with conditions of the sale.  The precise terms of the new scheme 
will be set out in regulations as soon as practicable after the Housing Bill is enacted.   

The sale of approved body housing to tenants is one of the issues relating to the long-term 
financing of the sector that my Department will examine in the context of developing an en-
abling regulatory framework to support the expanded role for the sector envisaged in the 2011 
Housing Policy Statement.

     Question No. 681 answered with Question No. 618.

16/01/2013WRFF00150Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRFF00200682. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if any top-up grant available from his Department for organisations that were in 
areas designated as disadvantaged areas under the Clár Programme where the organisation has 
recently been approved for a grant under the Sports Capital Programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1601/13]

16/01/2013WRFF00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): With the reduced resources available for my Department’s funding programmes, the 
CLÁR programme is no longer accepting funding applications and there is provision of €0.3m 
available to meet existing commitments arising during 2013.  I regret, therefore, that here is 
no additional top-up funding available under the CLÁR programme where an organisation has 
been approved for a grant under the Sports Capital Programme.

16/01/2013WRFF00350Unfinished Housing Developments

16/01/2013WRFF00400683. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to amend the list of unfinished housing estates in County Cork to 
include estates that were omitted in error and were exempt from the household charge. [1604/13]

16/01/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the process of preparing the National Housing 
Development Survey 2011, published by my Department in October 2011, local authorities 
provided details of all unfinished housing developments in their areas.  Unfinished housing 
developments were divided into four categories as follows: 

- Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the developer, 
or where no serious public safety issues exist; 

- Category two, where a receiver has been appointed; 

- Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place 
but effectively inactive; and 

- Category four, where the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing seri-
ous problems for residents. 

Other relevant factors for the purposes of the categorisation process included, inter alia: 

- the state of completion of roads, footpaths, public lighting, piped water and sewerage fa-
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cilities and open spaces or similar amenities within the development;   

- the extent to which the development complies with the terms of applicable planning per-
mission; 

- the extent to which it complies with the provisions of the Building Control Acts 1990 and 
2007; 

- the provisions of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 as they pertain to 
dangerous places and dangerous structures within the meaning of the Act; 

- the extent to which facilities within the development have been taken in charge by the local 
authority concerned; and 

- where there is an agreement regarding the maintenance of such facilities, the extent to 
which this agreement has been complied with. 

This categorisation formed the basis for the list of those unfinished developments eligible 
for a waiver on the annual household charge.  Only households in developments in categories 
three and four are eligible for the waiver from payment of the household charge.  The list of 
developments in which households are eligible for the waiver in 2012 is set out under the Local 
Government (Household Charge) Regulations 2012. 

16/01/2013WRFF00550Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

16/01/2013WRFF00600684. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when funds will be provided to upgrade the pipelines and trunk mains from the 
pump-house at the Shannon to Farrell’s Corner House and up the Rathcline Road, Lanesboro, 
County Longford, in view of the fact that these pipeline networks urgently need rehabilitation 
for water conservation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1642/13]

16/01/2013WRFF00700685. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when funds will be provided for the extension of Longford sewerage scheme 
out the Ardagh Road to Ferefad and beyond; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1643/13]

16/01/2013WRFF00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 684 and 685 together. 

The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 provides for the development of a 
comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Longford.  The Programme 
includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of almost €38 million in 
County Longford over the period of the Programme.  The Longford Water Conservation Stage 
3 Works are included in the Programme as a scheme to advance through planning.  My Depart-
ment approved a Planning Stage Budget for Longford County Council’s Water Conservation 
Stage 3, Phase 2 proposals (which includes the Rathcline Road, Lanesboro) in September 2012.  
The Council was also advised that a submission is required to have the contract included in the 
Programme as a contract to advance to construction.  The Council’s proposals in this regard are 
awaited.  To date no proposal in relation to the upgrading of the pipelines and trunk mains from 
the pump-house at the Shannon to Farrell’s Corner has been received in my Department from 
Longford County Council.   

The Longford Sewerage Scheme is also included in the Programme as a scheme to advance 
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through planning.  I understand that Longford County Council is in the process of procuring 
Consulting Engineers to prepare a Preliminary Report for the scheme.  As part of the prepara-
tion of the Preliminary Report, the Consulting Engineer will examine the feasibility of provid-
ing a sewerage collection out the Ardagh Road to Ferefad.

16/01/2013WRFF00850Rural Development Programme Funding

16/01/2013WRFF00900686. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide details of all possible State funding options available 
to an organisation (details supplied) in County Monaghan to carry out necessary renovation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1704/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2007-2013, for 
which my Department has responsibility, continues to facilitate access to significant financial 
resources for rural communities.  One of the objectives of the RDP is to provide appropriate 
amenity and leisure facilities to local communities not otherwise available to them.  Accord-
ingly, it may be possible to obtain funding for the type of works referred to in the Question. 

There are 35 Local Action Groups contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the 
RDP throughout the country and these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to 
the allocation of project funding.  Such decisions are made in the context of the local develop-
ment strategy of the individual group and in line with Departmental operating rules and EU 
regulations.  Contact details for these groups can be found on the website of the National Rural 
Network at www.nrn.ie.

16/01/2013WRFF01050Unfinished Housing Developments

16/01/2013WRFF01100687. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the efforts he has made on behalf of the residents of an area (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan, to ensure speedy resolution of outstanding site safety and reme-
diation issues for this community; if he has or will liaise with the National Assets Management 
Agency regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1720/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee 
(NCC) on Unfinished Housing Developments to oversee implementation of the Report of the 
Advisory Group on Unfinished Housing Developments, together with the Government’s re-
sponse to the recommendations.  The Committee includes representatives from the Irish Bank-
ing Federation, local authorities, the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA 
and the construction sector.  Real progress is being made with regard to the public safety works 
required to improve the living conditions of existing residents on some unfinished estates and 
the Committee is meeting on a regular basis to oversee this effort.  Site Resolution Plans (SRP’s) 
have been identified by the NCC as a key tool in resolving issues associated with unfinished 
housing developments.  Such plans enable stakeholders, including developers, local authorities, 
financial institutions, NAMA and residents to collaborate in determining how best to pursue 
resolution of problematic sites.  The process also entails working with stakeholders in identify-
ing the best long-term solution for developments in terms of their configuration, use of vacant 
buildings and ownership.  Such solutions also take account of the best interests of residents. 

The NCC has produced a Guidance Manual on Resolving and Managing Unfinished Estates, 
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a Key Stakeholders Code of Practice, and a Guide for Residents Living in Unfinished Housing 
Developments, all of which are available at www.housing.ie.  My Department launched the 
Public Safety Initiative in March 2011, which provided funding to address immediate public 
safety issues.  The types of works that have been approved to date under the PSI include the 
fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas, capping of pipes, installation of street lighting 
and other works to secure sites.  Under the PSI, my Department has made allocations totalling 
some € 3.88 million to 21 local authorities from the funding made available.  A provision of 
€2m was made for 2012 and to date a total of € 2.48 million has been drawn down by local 
authorities.  As outlined in the National Housing Development Survey 2012, the results of 
which I published last   November, real progress has been made in tackling the issues faced 
by the residents of unfinished housing developments, with a 37% decrease in the number of 
unfinished developments since 2010 and nearly 300 developments effectively resolved in the 
last 12 months.  I am satisfied that the work carried out through the NCC continues to tackle the 
problems associated with unfinished housing developments. 

Issues relating to the resolution of individual estates are matters for the relevant local au-
thority, and my Department has no remit in this regard.  However, my Department has been in 
contact with Monaghan County Council and I have been advised that work has been on-going 
between them and the responsible parties.  The local authority has outlined a proposal whereby 
the occupied element of this development will have the necessary works carried out to address 
the needs of the residents, while the unfinished element will be partitioned and public safety 
concerns addressed.  It is expected that these works will be carried out during the course of the 
year.

16/01/2013WRFF01250Security of the Elderly

16/01/2013WRFF01300688. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will reconsider recent cuts to the seniors’ alert scheme (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1742/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01400690. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views regarding alarms (details supplied); the mechanisms available to a group 
(details supplied) as to the way to address the requests as made to the group in regard to the need 
for such mechanisms for the applicants in the rural areas that it represents; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1763/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01500714. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will reverse a decision to cut the seniors alert scheme previously known as 
the community support for older people scheme that will now only be open to people over 65 
who live alone (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1856/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01600725. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will not to cut the grant for senior alert which is open to persons over 
65 years since the 1990’s.  [1972/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 688, 690, 714 and 725 together.

The Seniors Alert Scheme provides grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of equipment to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to live securely in 
their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. It is my intention that funding 
for the 2013 Seniors Alert Scheme will be similar to 2012 levels.  The qualifying criterion for 
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the scheme will remain unchanged.  Monitored Personal Alarms will continue to be supplied to 
persons over 65 living on their own or with other qualifying persons.

16/01/2013WRFF01750Building Regulations Application

16/01/2013WRFF01800689. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if an energy rating of E is considered too low for social housing association 
units built within the past ten years; his views on whether it is an acceptable rating; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1754/13]

16/01/2013WRFF01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Part L (Conservation of Fuel and Energy –Dwellings) of 
the Building Regulations 2011, set down the minimum energy performance standards which 
buildings, including dwellings, are required to achieve when they are newly built or when they 
are subject to an extension or a material alteration or change of use.  The Building Regulations 
include 12 parts dealing with a range of safety and related matters and each part is accompanied 
by a Technical Guidance Document (TGD) outlining how the relevant legal requirement may 
be achieved.  Part L of the Regulations came into effect on 1 January, 2003.  However, a three 
year transition period applied during which dwellings for which planning permission had been 
applied for prior to 1 January 2003 would be exempt from the requirements of Part L provided 
they had been completed by 31 December, 2005.   

Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are al-
located capital funding each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and 
overall quality of their social housing stock, including the regeneration of large social housing 
estates and flat complexes, estate wide remedial works schemes and a retrofitting measure to 
improve the energy efficiency of older apartments and houses.  In the case of the energy effi-
ciency measure, the objective is to improve the Building Energy Rating (BER) of the dwelling 
to a C1 standard where possible.

Question No. 690 answered with Question No. 688.

16/01/2013WRFF02050Household Charge Collection

16/01/2013WRFF02100691. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason an elderly and infirm person (details supplied) in County Longford 
who paid the household charge on time, has recently received a bill for same with interest on 
behalf of her husband who died 39 years ago; the steps he will take to ensure such upsetting 
demands are eliminated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1765/13]

16/01/2013WRFF02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge 
system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.  There was no exist-
ing comprehensive database of residential properties and their owners within the State prior 
to the Household Charge being introduced.  The collection of the Household Charge via self-
assessment declaration provides for the collation of such information in relation to residential 
property.  Local authorities have worked to identify undeclared properties through appropriate 
data sharing provisions, and significant efforts have been expended in matching self-declared 
information with other datasets and in refining the resulting data.   

I understand that the addresses and names used in letters issued by Local Authorities in re-



16 January 2013

539

cent months reminding people to pay the Household Charge have been based on a data match-
ing exercise with the Property Registration Authority.  I also understand that every effort has 
been made to try and ensure letters are sent to current property owners.  However there are 
some instances where letters are being sent to previous owners of properties, due to the fact 
that the more recent property owners may not have registered their property with the Author-
ity or the transfer of the property has not been completed.  Thus in some cases the information 
contained within these datasets may not reflect the most recent and relevant details.  In other 
instances, letters have unfortunately been sent to deceased persons.  I appreciate that receipt of 
such a letter may cause upset to relatives of a deceased person.  However, in the absence of a 
comprehensive database, such instances, while regrettable, have been unavoidable in a context 
in which the Agency and local authorities have worked to maximise compliance with a charge 
which funds essential local services for communities. 

I understand that the letters issued invite recipients who are not liable, or who have previ-
ously paid the household charge, or in the event of inaccuracy or error, to contact the Household 
Charge Bureau to allow the Agency to update their records accordingly.

16/01/2013WRFF02250Security of the Elderly

16/01/2013WRFF02300692. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of persons in County Louth who currently avail of funding for person-
al security alarms; the amount spent in County Louth on this issue; the groups this funding goes 
to in County Louth; the funding that will be reduced in 2013; the number of persons in County 
Louth that will be affected by the cuts in funding for personal security alarms. [1819/13]

16/01/2013WRFF02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are 18 groups registered for the Seniors Alert Scheme in County Louth and 14 of 
these groups received funding in 2012.  Over the year 239 people in County Louth were funded 
under the Scheme and the amount spent was €62,857.80.  It is my intention that funding for 
the 2013 Seniors Alert Scheme will be similar to 2012 levels.  The qualifying criterion for the 
scheme will remain unchanged.  Monitored Personal Alarms will continue to be supplied to 
persons over 65 living on their own or with other qualifying persons.   

The following table identifies the groups registered for the Seniors Alert Scheme in Louth 
and the grants they received in 2012.   

Name of Group Amount received in 2012 
Ait na Daoine €3,265.00 
Churchtown & District Environmental 
Comm Alert 

€0.00 

Cooley Community Alert €0.00 
Drogheda Community Services € 7,202.50 
Drogheda Senior Citizens Interest Group € 12,717.50 
Dundalk Active Retirement Group € 0.00 
Dundalk Social Services Council € 2,229.00 
Kilcroney & District € 1,030.00 
Kilkerley Community Alert € 1,802.50 
Lann-Leire & District ARA € 1,852.50 
Monasterboice Community Alert € 614.40 
Omeath District Development € 565.00 
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Ravensdale Community Alert € 2,417.50 
SVDP Dundalk Jocelyn Street St Ronan’s 
Conference 

€ 17,556.90 

SVDP St Mary’s Conference Ardee € 0.00 
The Seagull Club € 1,337.50 
Togher Community Project Group Ltd € 8,722.50 
Womens Lifestyle Development Group Ltd € 1,545.00 

16/01/2013WRFF02450Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

16/01/2013WRFF02500693. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline if fines are being paid to the EU in relation to the pumping of raw 
sewerage into the sea at Rush, County Dublin, or has extra time being granted to deal with the 
matter in advance of financial penalties being applied. [1825/13]

16/01/2013WRFF02600694. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will confirm that phase two of the Rush sewerage treatment pipeline project, 
County Dublin, has been spilt into two contracts; the justification for this decision; and its im-
pact in terms of the timescale for delivery of the overall necessary upgrade to the system in the 
area. [1826/13]

16/01/2013WRFF02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 693 and 694 together. 

The Portrane/Donabate/Rush/Lusk Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s Wa-
ter Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, with some elements approved to go to con-
struction and some to proceed through planning.  Work on construction of the new waste water 
treatment plant in Portrane is now completed and work on the Channel Road/Sandy Road net-
work contract in Rush is well advanced.  I understand that the remaining contracts to serve the 
Rush area must be constructed sequentially and planning for these is being advanced.  No fines 
have been levied by the EU in respect of the Rush discharge and none are pending.

Question No. 695 answered with Question No. 638.

16/01/2013WRGG00150Water Meters Issues

16/01/2013WRGG00200696. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason a panel of small and medium-sized enterprises sub-contractors is 
asked to tender for the provision of domestic water metering services before regional main con-
tractors have been appointed; and if he will clarify the reason many SME sub-contractors are 
being precluded from tendering due to the stringent tendering criteria.  [1832/13]

16/01/2013WRGG00300   Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to 
be established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be re-
sponsible for the domestic water metering programme and for the collection of water charges 
from households. 

The procurement process for the sub-contractor panel has been developed by my Depart-
ment, in consultation with Bord Gáis Éireann, to ensure that SMEs have an opportunity to 
compete for contracts.  The tender criteria have been developed to ensure that sub-contractors 



16 January 2013

541

have the capacity to carry out the scale of work involved to the necessary high standard.  The 
approach being taken for the sub-contractor panel is consistent with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform guidelines on facilitating SME participation in public procurement 
(that Department’s Circular 10/10 refers). 

The list of the pre-qualified sub-contractors will be provided to the regional main contrac-
tors (RMCs) who will be invited to tender for the RMC contracts.  It is expected that the suc-
cessful RMCs will be utilising the resources of the pre-qualified sub-contractors for the purpose 
of delivering the meter installation works.   

As the procurement process is currently underway it would be inappropriate for me to com-
ment further. 

Questions Nos. 697 to 699, inclusive, answered with Question No. 626.

Questions Nos. 700 to 709, inclusive, answered with Question No. 644.

Questions Nos. 710 and 711 answered with Question No. 652.

Question No. 712 answered with Question No. 644.

Question No. 713 answered with Question No. 652.

Question No. 714 answered with Question No. 688.

16/01/2013WRGG00950Land Ownership

16/01/2013WRGG01000715. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 126 of 27 September 2012 and 371 of 26 
June 2012 the position regarding ownership of lands (details supplied) in County Galway with 
a view to granting a sublease to a local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1859/13]

16/01/2013WRGG01100   Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is continuing to engage with the Chief 
State Solicitor’s Office to clarify the position in relation to ownership of the lands in question.  
It will not be possible to provide advice to the council on the next steps in the matter until this 
process is satisfactorily concluded. 

16/01/2013WRGG01150Planning Issues

16/01/2013WRGG01200716. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will outline the steps taken to grant planning permission for a wind farm 
development (details supplied) in County Galway; if the general public were given an opportu-
nity to engage in consultation on the issue; the kind of environmental impact audits that were 
undertaken; if there is a procedure in place to allow the public to make comments in relation to 
the development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1896/13]

16/01/2013WRGG01300   Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The processing of individual planning applications is 
a matter for individual planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála in the case of developments 
that fall to be dealt with under the strategic consent process.  I have no function in relation to 
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the specific matter in question.   

However, in relation to wind energy development generally, the Wind Energy Develop-
ment Guidelines, which were published by my Department on 29 June 2006, provide advice to 
planning authorities on catering for wind energy through the development plan process.  The 
guidelines are also intended to ensure a consistency of approach throughout the country in the 
identification of suitable locations for wind energy development and the treatment of planning 
applications for such developments.  This mapping of suitable locations is carried out through 
the development plan process which makes extensive statutory provision for public consulta-
tion.  Planning legislation provides for extensive public notification of proposed development.  
For example, article 17 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – 2010 requires 
an applicant to erect a site notice in order to lodge a valid application for planning permission.  
Article 19 of the Regulations requires that this notice must be placed in a conspicuous position 
on or near the main entrance from a public road to the land or structure concerned, so as to be 
easily visible and legible by persons using the public road.  Alternatively, if the land or struc-
ture does not adjoin a public road, the site notice should be placed so as to be easily visible and 
legible by persons outside the land or structure. The site notice must contain the date on which 
the site notice is erected and state that the planning application may be inspected or purchased 
at the offices of the planning authority and that a submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made to the authority in writing, on payment of the prescribed fee, within 
the five weeks beginning on the date of receipt by the planning authority of the application.  The 
applicant must erect the site notice no sooner than two weeks before making the application for 
permission in order to facilitate third party inspection of the application.  Where it appears to a 
planning authority that any notice does not comply with these requirements they may require 
the applicant to give further notice and evidence in relation to compliance with such a require-
ment.

Article 18 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2006 also provides that a notice 
be published in a newspaper approved for this purpose.  Each planning authority must decide 
which newspapers should be included on its approved list of newspapers in order to ensure that 
the newspapers used for the purpose of such notices have a sufficiently large circulation in its 
functional area.

In addition the planning authority must, under section 34(3) of the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000, have regard to any observations or submissions received concerning the pro-
posed development in accordance with the relevant regulations. 

Furthermore, any person who makes a submission to the planning authority may appeal the 
decision of the planning authority to An Bord Pleanála.  The board in some instances, at its own 
discretion, holds oral hearings in relation to cases being considered by it, further adding to the 
opportunities to participate in the decision-making process.

16/01/2013WRGG01350Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRGG01400717. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were 
fully funded by his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1904/13]

16/01/2013WRGG01500726. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were 
partially funded by his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2035/13]
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16/01/2013WRGG01600   Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 717 and 726 together. 

Each year my Department makes a large volume of payments to a wide range of organi-
sations, including non-statutory bodies, as well as individuals.  The information requested, 
relating to an extensive number of payments, is not readily available in my Department.  If the 
Deputy wishes to put down a more specific question in the area of funding from my Depart-
ment, or to communicate separately with me in this regard, I will endeavour to provide the 
information sought.

16/01/2013WRGG01650Pyrite Issues

16/01/2013WRGG01700718. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the role he envisages for Homebond in relation to the pyrite resolution board, not-
ing that in 2011 HomeBond walked away from its responsibilities to householders and if he 
will confirm the amount which HomeBond has agreed to provide for the remediation works.  
[1964/13]

16/01/2013WRGG01800   Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): HomeBond, in conjunction with the Construction Industry Federation and the Irish 
Concrete Federation, has agreed in principle to establish an entity for the purposes of operating 
a remediation scheme in respect of those homes affected by pyrite and where the homeowner 
has no other form of redress.  This is a positive development which I welcome.  The entity thus 
created will also be in a position to engage with the financial institutions in regard to the ini-
tial funding of the process which will ultimately be supported by the imposition of the levy to 
which the Government has committed.  This approach is in line with the recommendations of 
the independent pyrite panel.   

I am also proceeding with the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board, recommended 
by the independent panel, which will have full oversight of the operation of the remediation 
scheme to ensure that the public interest and the particular interest of the affected homeowners 
is well served.   

HomeBond has also agreed to provide indirect funding for the remediation process by mak-
ing technical and administrative services available at lower than market cost.

16/01/2013WRGG01850Pyrite Issues

16/01/2013WRGG01900719. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his officials submitted a substantial number of amendments to a draft of the new 
NSAI standard for condition survey and testing of underfloor fill in houses damaged by pyrite 
induced heave, which they had participated in preparing and signed off on and the reason these 
amendments were submitted. [1965/13]

16/01/2013WRGG02000   Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): In line with the normal practice for the development of standards in which my Depart-
ment is involved, comments and proposed changes to draft I.S. 398 – Reactive Pyrite in the 
sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol, were submitted to the 
National Standards Authority of Ireland during the public enquiry period.  The comments were 
a mixture of editorial and technical, the purpose of which was to improve the consistency and 
understanding of the standard.   
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16/01/2013WRGG02050Pyrite Issues

16/01/2013WRGG02100720. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if following testing for pyrite under the resolution process, houses are placed in the 
amber category with a potential for swelling, if there will be a time limit on the commitment to 
remediate damage which may occur. [1966/13]

16/01/2013WRGG02200   Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil 
Hogan): The pyrite panel recommended that only dwellings where there is significant damage, 
which is confirmed by testing to be pyrite related, should be remediated.  It further recom-
mended that dwellings categorised as amber, where there is reactive pyrite in the hardcore but 
no associated damage, should be monitored and only remediated if they exhibit damage consis-
tent with pyritic heave.

I.S. 398 – Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1 Testing and categorisation 
protocol, being developed by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI), will facilitate 
the categorisation of dwellings. 

The risk of future pyritic heave is difficult to predict due the multifaceted nature of the pyrite 
problem and this is alluded to in the report of the independent pyrite panel.  The scope and terms 
of the proposed remediation scheme have not yet been developed and the inclusion of time lines 
for the remediation of dwellings categorised as amber may be considered as part of that process.

16/01/2013WRHH00150Pyrite Issues

16/01/2013WRHH00200721. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government noting that petrographic testing of underfloor fill in houses damaged by pyrite 
induced heave, has in general been completed in the UK testing costing up to 1,000 per house, 
if he will consider establishing facilities for such tests as part of the state laboratory facilities. 
[1967/13]

16/01/2013WRHH00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I am mindful of the need for cost effective testing to be available to homeowners, as in-
deed was the independent pyrite panel.  In its report, the panel recommended the development 
of a testing and categorisation protocol which would be comprehensive but, importantly, would 
be cost effective.  In asking the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) to develop this 
protocol, I advised it of the requirement for the protocol to be comprehensive and cost effective.   

My Department understands that the State Laboratory’s testing facilities and equipment are 
quite different to those which would be required for the testing of stone but also understands 
that discussions have taken place between one of the stakeholders and a third level institution 
with a view to providing such facilities.  I would welcome this development and hope that it 
would lead to the provision of cost effective testing facilities in Ireland.

Question No. 722 answered with Question No. 652.

Question No. 723 answered with Question No. 644.

16/01/2013WRHH00550Water Supply

16/01/2013WRHH00600724. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will outline the most recent figures for unaccounted for water for each of the 
local authority administrative areas. [1970/13]

16/01/2013WRHH00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The most recent published figures for unaccounted for water for each of the local author-
ity administrative areas are set out in the report ‘Service Indicators in Local Authorities 2010’.  
The report was published by the Local Government Management Services Board and a copy is 
available in the Oireachtas Library.

Question No. 725 answered with Question No. 688.

Question No. 726 answered with Question No. 717.

16/01/2013WRHH00950Gender Balance Issues

16/01/2013WRHH01000727. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if following the 
recent EU legislation aimed at improving gender balance on company boards in Europe, the 
Government has any proposals to encourage this initiative; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [57888/12]

16/01/2013WRHH01100735. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that no Irish companies have committed to the draft EU 
Directive to raise the quota of women on company boards to 30% by 2015 and 40% by 2020; 
if he intends to take action to encourage same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57835/12]

16/01/2013WRHH01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 727 and 735 together.

Following a number of largely unsuccessful non-statutory initiatives and a public consulta-
tion, the European Commission submitted its formal proposal for a Directive on improving the 
gender balance on company boards to the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers 
on 14 November 2012.  The content of the proposed Directive will be debated, and possibly 
amended, in those fora before it is adopted into European Law and then transposed into the law 
of member states.

The draft Directive proposes agreement on a 40% target for the under represented sex (usu-
ally women) on non-executive boards of listed companies by 2020 and listed companies which 
are public undertakings by 2018, based on pre-established, neutrally formulated and unambigu-
ous criteria in selection procedures. 

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are excluded from the scope of the proposal 
while the sanctions to be imposed for non-compliance are left to Member States to decide but 
must be dissuasive, effective and proportionate.

The Irish Presidency will steer the opening stages of these negotiations through the Social 
Questions Working Group and then to the EPSCO Council as appropriate while at the same 
time working with the European Parliament on the proposal. 

16/01/2013WRHH01250Disability Support Services Provision

16/01/2013WRHH01300728. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if all sections of 
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the Disability Act 2005 have been fully implemented; if not, the sections of the Act which re-
main to be implemented; the timescale for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1220/13]

16/01/2013WRHH01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Disability Act 2005 is 
a positive action measure designed to support the provision of disability-specific services to 
people with disabilities and to improve access to mainstream public services for people with 
disabilities.  All sections of the Act have been commenced and its implementation is ongoing. 

Many of the provisions are implemented on an ongoing basis, for example, Government De-
partments make provision for expenditure on service delivery on an annual basis.  Departments 
and other public bodies are also implementing the accessibility provisions of the Act including 
appointing access officers and provision of complaints procedures. 

In addition, a number of key initiatives have been implemented since the commencement 
of the Act.  In 2006 sectoral plans for relevant Government Departments were published and 
provided for how these Departments would serve the needs of people with disabilities and set 
out a programme for future development.  Codes of practice in respect of accessibility of public 
services, information provided by public bodies and heritage sites have been published by the 
National Disability Authority.  Part 5 of the Act provides for a statutory target for the recruit-
ment and employment of people with disabilities in the public sector.  This provision is ongoing 
and annual monitoring reports are prepared by the National Disability Authority.  A centre of 
excellence in universal design was established in 2007 in the National Disability Authority and 
is dedicated to enabling the design of environments that can be accessed, understood and used 
regardless of age, size and ability.

Section 6 provides for a review of the operation of the Act not later than five years after 
commencement.  This review was completed and a report was published in July 2010.

Part 2 of the Act is the responsibility of the Minister for Health.  In 2006 a cross-sectoral 
team was established to provide for a joint approach by the Department of Health and the De-
partment of Education and Skills to the implementation of the Disability Act 2005 and the Edu-
cation for Persons with Special Education Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004.  The team now includes a 
representative of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 provides disabled individuals with an entitlement to an 
independent assessment of need and a statement of proposed services to be provided and allows 
them to pursue a complaint and, if necessary, make an appeal to the independent Disability Ap-
peals Officer.  Part 2 of the Act was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children under the 
age of five.  It had been intended to have both the Disability Act 2005 and the EPSEN Act 2004 
fully implemented during 2010 for children and young people aged up to 18.  However, in 2008 
the then Government decided, in light of financial circumstances, to defer further implementa-
tion of both Acts.  Notwithstanding this the cross-sectoral team continues to meet to address 
issues of mutual concern for children with disabilities. 

The Deputy will also be aware of the work relating to the National Disability Strategy and 
the intention of my colleague, the Minister of State at the Department of Health, Deputy Kath-
leen Lynch, in line with commitments in the Programme for Government, to agree and publish 
an implementation plan for that strategy in the coming months.

16/01/2013WRHH01450Road Traffic Accidents Data

16/01/2013WRHH01500729. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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road accidents in 2012 that involved one or more drivers on a provisional licence. [1734/13]

16/01/2013WRHH01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the time available it has not 
been possible for the Garda authorities to supply the information requested by the Deputy.  I 
will be in contact with the Deputy when the information is to hand.

16/01/2013WRHH01650Garda Operations

16/01/2013WRHH01700730. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the actions taken to 
date and the future plans the Gardaí have developed to tackle counterfeit goods; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55493/12]

16/01/2013WRHH01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The lead role in combating 
counterfeit goods in this jurisdiction primarily rests with the Revenue Commissioners (Cus-
toms Service), in the context of the investigation of revenue offences which occasion significant 
financial losses to the Exchequer.  Having said that, both the Revenue Customs Service and 
An Garda Síochána continue to make significant efforts, separately and together, to disrupt the 
activities of those involved in this type of criminal activity. 

Searches are regularly undertaken by members of An Garda Síochána at the request of the 
Revenue Customs Service as part of intelligence-led operations led by that Service.  Incidents 
relating to the sale or supply of counterfeit goods reported to An Garda Síochána are the subject 
of investigation.  Members of a specialist unit within the National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation are available to provide assistance and advice in respect of such investigations and 
regularly assist with investigations at District or Divisional level.  In addition, the sale of goods 
at markets is the subject of regular and ongoing monitoring by Gardaí for counterfeit goods and 
products.  Furthermore, the Intellectual Property Crime Unit at the National Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation works with relevant agencies, including the Revenue Customs Service, to provide 
a multi-agency approach to tackling this activity and to facilitate the co-ordination of investiga-
tions. 

Due to the transnational nature of counterfeiting activity, An Garda Síochána also work 
with other stakeholders to monitor any new innovations in this type of criminal activity.  This 
includes liaising with other policing and customs agencies in neighbouring jurisdictions.  Such 
cross border co-operation includes, for example, cross-border task forces which have been es-
tablished with the authorities in Northern Ireland to specifically target the distribution of illegal 
fuels and tobacco products.  These task forces comprise representatives from the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland, HM Revenue Customs, the Serious Organised Crime Agency (UK), Rev-
enue Commissioners, An Garda Síochána and the Criminal Assets Bureau. 

I can assure the Deputy of the continued commitment of An Garda Síochána to tackling 
such criminal activity.  

16/01/2013WRHH01850Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRHH01900731. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions 
he has held with the Northern Executive and British Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in 
relation to combating the threat presented by militant dissident activity; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1359/13]

16/01/2013WRHH02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I meet frequently and maintain 
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ongoing contact with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford, and the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers, with regard to the security situation and efforts to 
combat threats from criminal terrorists, the so-called ‘dissident republican’ groups.

The ongoing threat which these groups present is a matter of shared concern to us.  We also 
share a strong resolve to take all necessary actions within the law to combat the activities of 
these groups.

We must be clear, of course, that these so-called ‘dissident republicans’ are criminal ter-
rorists who use lethal violence in pursuit of their own, often personal, ends.  We should also 
be aware that they are deeply and inextricably involved in serious crime in order to fund their 
activities and their lifestyles.

Countering the threat from terrorists has always been a priority for the Garda Síochána and 
nothing has changed in that regard.  The Gardaí continue in their efforts to counteract these 
groups and their activities.

I can assure the Deputy that the gardaí continue to co-operate seamlessly with their police 
and security counterparts in Northern Ireland in actively bearing down on these groups.  Op-
erational policing co-operation is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner and the Chief 
Constable of the PSNI and both police chiefs have emphasised the close and high quality co-
operation between their forces.  This has been instrumental in preventing attacks, combating 
criminality and saving lives.

There is also a close and ongoing working relationship between our officials.  By working 
together on matters of mutual concern and interest we can improve community safety for all the 
people on this island.  We will continue, in co-operation with the authorities in Northern Ireland 
and Great Britain, to spare no effort to ensure that those criminal terrorists who seek to subvert 
the democratic will of the people will face the full rigours of the law.

16/01/2013WRHH02050Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRHH02100732. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of regu-
latory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past twelve 
months; and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department in the 
past twelve months.  [57764/12]

16/01/2013WRHH02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a total of seven Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIA) were carried out by my Department 
in the past 12 months concerning the following:

-Criminal Justice (Withholding of Information On Offences Against Children And Vulner-
able Persons) Act 2012

-Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012

-Criminal Justice (Search Powers) Act 2012 

-Criminal Justice (Corruption) Bill 2012 

-Garda Síochána (Compensation for Malicious Injuries) Bill 2012  

-Fines (Amendment) Bill 2012
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-Personal Insolvency Bill 2012

16/01/2013WRHH02250Garda Strength

16/01/2013WRHH02300733. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the recent as-
sessment he has made of policing levels in Dublin North East and Dublin North Central; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [57796/12]

16/01/2013WRHH02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, 
throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This allocation of re-
sources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other opera-
tional strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is 
made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that on 30 November 2012, the latest date 
for which figures are readily available,  the personnel strength of the Garda Divisions in the 
areas referred to by the Deputy was as is set out on the table.

Division Garda strength Reserve Strength Civilian Personnel
DMR North Central 654 50 38
DMR North 745 63 42
DMR East 424 17 23

16/01/2013WRHH02450Leave to Remain

16/01/2013WRHH02500734. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
outstanding applications for leave to remain from 1 January 2008 that are pending a decision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57809/12]

16/01/2013WRHH02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the interests of clarity, what 
is referred to as ‘an application for leave to remain’ refers to the submission of written repre-
sentations to the Minister for Justice and Equality against the making of a Deportation Order, 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  In all such 
cases, before a final decision is made, consideration is given to the eleven separate headings set 
out in Section 3 (6) of the 1999 Act, the provisions of Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement and other relevant legal and constitutional provi-
sions.  Such decision making is also guided by, among other things, international law and Su-
preme and High Court judgments.  This process is followed in asylum related cases and in the 
cases of illegal immigrants.  The ultimate decision will be to make a Deportation Order or to 
grant Leave to Remain in the State for a specified period and subject to stated conditions.

 Before a third country national can apply for leave to remain, he or she must be served with 
a notification of intention to deport, as provided for under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended). In this connection, in the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 (to the end 
of November) a total of 3,185, 5,037, 4,326, 2,471 and 1,991 notifications of intention to de-
port were issued by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS).  Arising from the 
decision-making process described in the foregoing, many of these cases have been finalised  
through the granting of subsidiary protection, the granting of permission to remain under differ-
ent headings (including under EU treaty rights, through marriage to an Irish national or under 
family reunification provisions), the making of deportation orders and the voluntary repatria-
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tion, formally and informally, of many of the persons involved.  Other cases cannot be finalised 
owing to the existence of judicial review proceedings while a further cohort of cases will clearly 
remain to be decided.  Precise figures for each of these categories are not available for each of 
the years in question without engaging in a very detailed exercise which would not be justified 
as it would divert resources from case processing which obviously is a higher priority.  

The Deputy should note that the processing of cases at the repatriation stage is a complex 
one with obligations to adhere to both domestic and international laws and jurisprudence and to 
make decisions in accordance with the UN Convention on Human Rights.  However, I am anx-
ious that all cases are processed as quickly as possible and, to this end, additional staff members 
have been deployed to this area of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in recent 
years and substantial investment has been made in the development of technology required to 
support the processing of such cases.  Additionally, the current multi-layered approach to the 
processing of cases of asylum origin is clearly not resource efficient nor applicant friendly and 
that is why I am providing for a single-procedure-based approach in the Immigration, Resi-
dence and Protection Bill, which I plan to progress in 2013.  This proposed single-procedure 
will require applicants to advance, at the outset, all reasons, protection or otherwise, behind 
their request to remain in the State.  As a result, the days of the multi-layered approach to deal-
ing with such cases will cease.    

Finally, I might add that I recently approved an initiative to put in place a panel with legal 
expertise who will assist the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in processing a co-
hort of repatriation cases, thus speeding up the overall process and reducing the time spent by 
persons in the direct provision system.  I would expect to see significant dividends, in terms of 
cases finalised, from this initiative in the coming months.

Question No. 735 answered with Question No. 727.

16/01/2013WRHH02750Gambling Legislation

16/01/2013WRHH02800736. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the proposed Gambling Bill; the progress that has been made by his Department for the 
establishment of a gambling and gaming regulator; the organisational structure of the proposed 
regulator; the proposed remit of such a regulator; the powers that will be vested in the regula-
tor; if his Department has or will be undertaking consultation before the establishment of such 
a regulator; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57841/12]

16/01/2013WRHH02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will recall my 
announcement in September 2011 that the Government had approved my proposals for new 
legislation on the regulation of gambling.  My Department has since then been preparing the 
heads of a new Bill.  I hope to be able to bring the heads to Government shortly for its approval 
and agreement to proceed to formal drafting.  

I  can say, subject to the Government’s agreement, that there will be a new central regula-
tory body with responsibility for the licensing of gambling activities and operations.  It will also 
have full inspection and enforcement powers.  This new unified system will replace the separate 
systems still in place for betting and gaming under the Betting Act 1931 and the Gaming and 
Lotteries Act 1956, as amended.  The regulator’s responsibilities will extend to the regulation 
of land-based outlets, including modest-sized casinos, as well as services offered by telephone, 
internet, interactive TV or by any other electronic means. 

My Department has at all times maintained an open and proper relationship with the gam-



16 January 2013

551

bling sector.  It conducted a formal consultation process in 2010 and it made submissions avail-
able on its website.  It has, at their request, met several organisations and individuals in the 
period since the Government agreed in 2011 to prepare new legislation.  Looking ahead, I am 
planning to make the heads of the Bill available on my Department’s website once they have 
been approved by the Government and my officials will be pleased to receive comments on 
them at that time. 

16/01/2013WRHH02950Garda Deployment

16/01/2013WRHH03000737. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the location to 
which the gardaí attached to Garda stations (details supplied) in County Mayo which are pro-
posed to be closed will be re-stationed; if there will be a Garda car available to these gardaí to 
police the areas losing a Garda station at the very least during the current opening hours of the 
said Garda stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57843/12]

16/01/2013WRHH03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas 
on 5 December 2012, sets out details of the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the coun-
try, the future opening hours of other stations and a number of District amalgamations.  It is 
important to remember that while some Garda stations are listed for revised opening hours from 
24-hour stations, they will remain as functioning Garda stations on a 24-hour basis.  The full 
list of these details, including the allocation of personnel, is available in the policing plan which 
is available in the Oireachtas Library, on my Department’s website and on the Garda website.

Decisions in relation to the provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for 
the Garda Commissioner and the local Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between 
stations as required by operational circumstances.  When allocating vehicles, the operational 
requirements of the Mayo Division will be considered within the overall operational require-
ments of the organisation.

Specifically in relation to Mayo, the following table outlines the re-allocation of gardaí and 
alternative policing arrangements to be put in place following the closure of the six (6) stations 
in the Division;

Station Ballycastle Ballyglass Ballyvary Blacksod Holly-
mount

Laherdaun

Strength 1 0 1 0 1 1
Transferred 
to:

Killala - Castlebar - Ballinrobe Crossmo-
lina

Distance 
to nearest 
station

14km 12km 11km 20km 10km 9km

Cover pro-
vided by:

Killala and 
Ballina

Balla and 
Castlebar

Balla Belmullet Claremor-
ris

Crossmo-
lina

  A total of four gardaí will be re-stationed as a result of the above station closures.  There are no gardaí attached to Ballyglass and Blacksod Garda stations.

An Garda Síochána will maintain the policing service provided to communities and any 
restructuring of the Garda station network will only occur to deliver greater efficiencies in the 
deployment of personnel and other resources within each Division.  The priority is to ensure 
that an effective and professional policing service is provided to all communities throughout 
the country.
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16/01/2013WRHH03150Prisoner Transfers

16/01/2013WRHH03200738. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received 
an application from a person (details supplied) for the purposes of transferring to a prison here. 
[57868/12]

16/01/2013WRHH03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Pris-
on Service that no such application for a transfer to a prison here, has been received in respect 
of the person referred to by the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRHH03350Public Sector Reform Review

16/01/2013WRHH03400739. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, which 
are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been abolished, 
merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been realised 
since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if he will pro-
vide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [57882/12]

16/01/2013WRHH03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I presume that the Deputy is 
referring to Government agencies falling under the remit of my Department.  The term “quan-
go” is an acronym which stands for quasi-autonomous non-governmental organisations. No 
non-governmental organisations fall under the remit of my Department. 

As the Deputy is aware, the radical streamlining of State bodies is a key deliverable of the 
Public Service Reform Plan, published in November 2011.  This streamlining includes the ra-
tionalisation of 48 bodies by the end of 2012, as well as the critical review of a further 46 bodies 
to take place by the end of June 2012.  Details of the bodies involved are set out in Appendices 
IIa and IIb of the Plan which can be found at: http://reformplan.per.gov.ie/files/2012/01/Public-
Service-Reform-28112011.pdf.

On 31 October 2012, my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, an-
nounced an update in relation to the programme of rationalisation of State bodies.  While these 
rationalisations will deliver savings to the taxpayer, the real benefits lie in the simplification of 
the administrative landscape, thereby ensuring greater accountability, less duplication of effort 
and more transparent lines of responsibility of public servants.  It is not possible at this time 
to specify anticipated savings on an individual State body basis.  However, the Public Service 
Reform Plan indicated that across the public service as a whole, savings of 20 million euro in 
enhanced service efficiencies and value-for-money are envisaged from the rationalisation pro-
gramme.

With regard to the specific details now sought I wish to inform the Deputy that the informa-
tion he requested is set out below.  Unfortunately, it was not possible to include a response from 
An Garda Síochána in the timeframe allowed.  As soon as this information becomes available, 
it will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

Equality Tribunal: Administrative responsibility for the Equality Tribunal transferred from 
the Department of Justice and Equality to the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
with effect from 1 January 2013, as part of the wider rationalisation of the industrial relations/
employee rights institutions - Labour Court, Labour Relations Commission, Employee Appeals 
Tribunal, National Employment Rights Authority and Equality Tribunal - into single Workplace 
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Relations Service.  This overall rationalisation of industrial relations institutions is being led by 
my colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  While this rationalisation will 
deliver savings to the taxpayer, the real benefits lie in the simplification of the administrative 
landscape, thereby ensuring greater accountability, less duplication of effort and more transpar-
ent lines of access to redress for people who consider their rights have been infringed.

Forensic Science Laboratory:  The Government has decided to place the Forensic Science 
Laboratory (FSL) within the ambit of the State Laboratory as a merger is not possible at this 
time for reasons primarily related to the separate geographical locations of both laboratories 
and the lack of overlap in their functional operations.  The budget and staff resources of the 
FSL will not be affected by this decision as the agency will remain under the auspices of my 
Department due to the existing strong synergies with other facets of the criminal justice system.  
However, it is intended that the Government decision will facilitate and encourage closer co-
operation between the laboratories as well as the pursuit of savings in areas such as professional 
training and equipment purchase.

Independent International Commission on Decommissioning:  The Independent Inter-
national Commission on Decommissioning (IICD) was responsible for overseeing the decom-
missioning of paramilitary weapons.  It was established by an agreement between the Irish and 
British Governments, signed on 26 August 1997, and by legislation enacted in the two jurisdic-
tions.  It was dissolved on 31 March 2011.  The outturn for the Commission’s last full year of 
operation 2010 was €594,000. 

  Independent Monitoring Commission:  The Independent Monitoring Commission (IMC) 
was responsible for monitoring and reporting on paramilitary activity across Ireland and also 
for monitoring the security normalisation measures undertaken by the British Government in 
the North.  It was dissolved on 31 March 2011.  The outturn for the Commission’s last full year 
of operation 2010 was €426,000.

Internet Safety Advisory Council: The Internet Safety Advisory Council was appointed 
by the Minister for Justice with effect from 1 December 2008.  It was not statutory or regula-
tory but it was advisory.  The mandate for the Internet Safety Advisory Council expired on 30 
November 2011.  The Chair of the Internet Safety Advisory Council received remuneration 
of €8,978 per year.  The Internet Safety Advisory Committee succeeded the previous Internet 
Safety Advisory Council and it held its first meeting on 12 April 2012.  The Chair does not re-
ceive any remuneration.     

Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission: Preparations to establish the new Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission, which will replace the Human Rights Commission 
and the Equality Authority, are at a very advanced stage and I hope to be in a position to make 
a further announcement in relation to the appointment of the new Commission soon.  While 
there will be administrative efficiencies and savings from the merger, the two existing bodies 
have suffered disproportionate cuts in the past and as I have already indicated, the cash savings 
will remain with the new Commission to support its core work.  In relation to staffing, the new 
Commission will as a priority be invited to undertake a staffing review and submit a business 
case for any additional resources it considers necessary to fulfil its mandate.

National Disability Strategy Implementation Group: On 30 November, 2011 the Na-
tional Disability Strategy Implementation Group (NDSIG) was established and is chaired by 
Minister of State Deputy, Kathleen Lynch.  This group replaces the former National Disability 
Strategy Stakeholder Monitoring Group (NDSSMG).  Its function is to provide a forum under 
the leadership of the Minister within which Government officials and disability stakeholders 
can work together, to guide the development of a National Disability Strategy Implementation 
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Plan and to collaborate on its implementation including advising on the resolution of imple-
mentation difficulties. 

Prisons Authority Interim Board:  The Prisons Authority Interim Board was abolished on 
26 July, 2011.  The amount saved is in excess of  €100,000 per annum.  

Prison Visiting Committees:The Government has approved the drafting of a General 
Scheme of an Inspection of Places of Detention Bill, which will include provisions to make vis-
iting committees more effective, while they continue their role of visiting prisons, meeting with 
prisoners and liaising on their behalf with prison authorities.  A link will be established between 
the visiting committees and the Inspector of Prisons.  As part of these plans, it is intended to 
expand the role of the Inspector of Prisons. Under the proposed arrangements, it is my intention 
that visiting committees would be able to report any urgent or major matter to the Inspector at 
any time.  Subject to competing legislative priorities, it is expected that the General Scheme 
will be published by the end of the year.  When work on preparation of the General Scheme 
has been completed, I will be seeking Government approval for its publication to facilitate a 
consultation process in advance of drafting and publication of the Bill. 

  Property Registration Authority:  A proposal has been made to merge the Valuation 
Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland and the Property Registration Authority.  Following the Gov-
ernment approval of the recommendation of the Critical Review on this proposal, work is un-
derway to advance this merger.

Reception and Integration Agency, Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner 
and Refugee Appeals Tribunal: Consolidation of refugee structures will be addressed through 
the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill.  The Bill will provide for the Office of the 
Refugee Applications Commission (ORAC) to be subsumed into INIS - the Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service.  The Bill will also provide for the replacement of the Refugee Ap-
peals Tribunal with the new Protection Review Tribunal.

16/01/2013WRHH03550Proposed Legislation

16/01/2013WRHH03600740. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to introduce legislation to criminalise the grooming of children; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [56781/12]

16/01/2013WRHH03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under section 3 of the Child 
Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998 (as inserted by section 6 of the Criminal Law (Sexual 
Offences) (Amendment) Act 2007), any person who intentionally meets, or travels with the 
intention of meeting, a child, having met or communicated with that child on two or more pre-
vious occasions and does so for the purpose of sexual exploitation of the child, is guilty of an 
offence.  The definition of sexual exploitation in this context is very broad.  It means:  

(a) inviting, inducing or coercing the child to engage in prostitution or the production of 
child pornography; 

(b) using the child for such purposes; 

(c) inviting, inducing or coercing a child to participate in any sexual activity which is an 
offence under any enactment; 

(d) the commission of any such offence against the child; or 
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(e) inviting, inducing or coercing the child to participate in or observe any activity of a 
sexual or indecent nature.  

My Department has been conducting a wide-ranging examination of the law on sexual of-
fences.  Arising from this review, legislative proposals to enhance the protection of children 
against sexual abuse and exploitation, including grooming, are at an advanced stage of prepara-
tion.  The review is close to completion and I expect to bring legislative proposals to Govern-
ment shortly.

16/01/2013WRHH03750Citizenship Applications

16/01/2013WRHH03800741. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an application for citizenship in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57896/12]

16/01/2013WRHH03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid applica-
tion for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in 
November, 2009.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  While good progress continues to be made in 
reducing the large volume of cases on hands, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that 
for a broad range of reasons some cases will take longer than others to process.  It is a statu-
tory requirement that, inter alia, applicants for naturalisation be of good character.  In some 
instances that can be established relatively quickly and in other cases completing the necessary 
checks can take a considerable period of time.  I can, however, inform the Deputy that enor-
mous progress has been made in dealing with the backlog and steps are being taken to process 
all outstanding applications as quickly as possible. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.    

Queries regarding the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to INIS 
by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this pur-
pose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need 
to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process.  The Deputy may consider 
using the e-mail service, except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, 
inadequate or too long awaited.

16/01/2013WRHH03950Legal Matters

16/01/2013WRHH04000742. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on whether An Garda Síochána is discharging its duty to take proper heed or proper notice of 
concerns expressed in the courts as to the abuse of the summary summons or special summons 
process by the filing of affidavits containing untrue or unfounded averments of fact and law; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57919/12]
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16/01/2013WRHH04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 26520/12 which was answered on 6 of June 2012. 

The summary summons procedure is one whereby civil proceedings can be commenced 
in the High Court and those proceedings are heard on affidavit without pleadings and with or 
without oral evidence.  The special summons procedure is one that may be adopted where there 
is no other procedure prescribed by the Rules of the Superior Courts and the proceeding is one 
which is required or authorised by law.

Where people knowingly file affidavits containing falsehoods they may be guilty of com-
mitting the offence of perjury.  One of the functions of the Garda Síochána is to bring criminals 
to justice by detecting and investigating alleged crimes and if the Deputy is aware of any par-
ticular instance where the offence of perjury may have been committed she should bring this to 
the attention of the Garda authorities so that the matter can be investigated.  

16/01/2013WRHH04150Garda Vetting of Personnel

16/01/2013WRHH04200743. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to an issue regarding disclosure of a non-conviction under Section 1(1) of the 
Probation Act, (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57937/12]

16/01/2013WRHH04300755. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
spond to correspondence regarding disclosure of non conviction in respect of a person (details 
supplied). [58090/12]

16/01/2013WRHH04400758. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a non-
conviction pursuant to Section 1(1) of the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 may be disclosed 
under the National Vetting Bureau Act 2012.  [58132/12]

16/01/2013WRHH04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 743, 755 and 758 together.

Section 1 (1) of the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 allows a court of summary jurisdiction, 
in a case where the court thinks the charge is proved but it is inexpedient to inflict any punish-
ment,  to release the offender on probation without proceeding to a conviction and make an 
order dismissing the charge or discharging the offender conditionally.

Garda Vetting disclosures are made to registered organisations following the signed authori-
sation of a vetting subject permitting the Garda Central Vetting Unit to disclose to the registered 
organisation “details of all prosecutions, successful or not, pending or completed, and/or con-
victions which may be recorded in respect of them in the State or elsewhere”; or alternatively 
that there are “no prosecutions or convictions recorded in respect of them”.  To the extent that 
all prosecutions are disclosed under existing arrangements, a prosecution resulting in an order 
dismissing the charges or discharging the offender conditionally under the Probation of Offend-
ers Act 1907 would be disclosed. 

However, this will no longer be the case following the enactment and commencement of 
the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012.  Under that Act, 
“criminal records” which will be subject to automatic disclosure are defined (in Section 2) as 
“(a) a record of the person’s convictions, whether within or outside the State, for any criminal 
offences, together with any ancillary or consequential orders made pursuant to the convictions 
concerned, or  (b) a record of any prosecutions pending against the person, whether within or 
outside the State, for any criminal offence, or both;”.
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As automatic disclosures will be limited to convictions or pending prosecutions, an order 
dismissing the charge under the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 will not be automatically 
disclosed on foot of an application for a vetting disclosure following the commencement of 
the new vetting legislation.  However, it may be information which could be disclosed under 
the category of ‘specified information’.  Under the Act, this is information, other than criminal 
records, which concerns a finding or allegation of harm to another person which is of such a 
nature as to reasonably give rise to a bona fide concern that the person may harm a child or vul-
nerable person.  However, the disclosure of such information is subject to the prior notice of the 
vetting subject and requires a pre-disclosure assessment as to the relevance of the information 
concerned to the type of work or activity to which the application for vetting relates.  There is 
also provision for the vetting subject to appeal a decision to disclose such information.    

The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act passed all stages on 19 
December, 2012 and was signed by the President on 26 December, 2012. 

A response has been issued to the correspondence in question. 

16/01/2013WRJJ00150Garda Communications

16/01/2013WRJJ00200744. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda stations across the State that engage with citizens through social media; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57938/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ00300745. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda stations across the State that have set-up social media pages; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57939/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ00400746. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda stations in County Kerry that engage with citizens through social media and have estab-
lished social media pages. [57940/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ00500747. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
crime prevention officers across the State that engage with citizens through social media; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [57941/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ00600748. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
crime prevention officers across the State that have set-up social media pages; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57942/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 744 to 748, inclusive, together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána uses the “Facebook”, “Twit-
ter” and “Flickr” social media sites to disseminate information, including crime prevention 
advice and traffic advice during major events.  In addition, the sites are used to promote local 
Garda initiatives and to circulate information regarding  property that has been stolen, lost or 
recovered. The relevant Garda services are administered by the Garda Press and Public Rela-
tions Office. 

I am further informed that an initiative is currently being run within the Meath Garda Divi-
sion where the Crime Prevention Officer is linked to the Facebook social media site. In this way 
the site provides information on upcoming crime prevention events and seminars taking place 
in the Division.  It also seeks the public’s assistance with regard to specific crime incidents and 
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provides appropriate feedback.  In addition, I understand that a District Headquarters in the 
Cavan/Monaghan Division is using Facebook in connection with crime prevention.  

With regard to the Kerry Garda Division, I understand that Facebook is utilised by the Com-
munity Policing Unit in Tralee in association with Lee Strand in respect of the Kerry Garda 
Youth Achievement Awards. This is a Community Policing initiative which is an annual event 
that recognises the contribution of teenagers within the local community. 

The Garda authorities have also indicated that they are aware of the potential of social me-
dia in terms of enabling the Force to engage with the public.  In that context they are currently 
examining how its use by An Garda Síochána should be developed further.

16/01/2013WRJJ00750Deportation Orders Data

16/01/2013WRJJ00800749. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 191 of November 2012 wherein it is suggested that it would be logisti-
cally inconsistent to review the case of a person (details supplied) who it is alleged failed a fair 
and comprehensive asylum process when it is clear that such a process should have detected a 
serious threat to the well-being and life in the event of their return to their homeland; if he will 
re-examine these issues in the interest of due process and natural justice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [57986/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As mentioned in replies to 
previous Parliamentary Questions asked by the Deputy, the above named person has been evad-
ing his deportation since 3 November 2009 and should he come to the notice of the Garda au-
thorities, he would be liable to arrest and detention. He should, therefore, present himself to the 
Garda National Immigration Bureau without any further delay. 

I am satisfied that the application made by the person concerned for asylum and for tempo-
rary leave to remain in the State was fairly and comprehensively examined and, therefore, the 
decision to make a Deportation Order against him is justified.

The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and 
remain thereafter outside the State. The enforcement of the Deportation Order  is an operational 
matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/01/2013WRJJ00950Liquor Licensing Laws

16/01/2013WRJJ01000750. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
introduce the Sale of Alcohol Bill with particular reference to the introduction of an award sys-
tem for licensees who adhere to good practice and who are fully compliant with regulations and 
legislation in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57990/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the re-
cently-published Government Legislation Programme provides for publication of the Sale of 
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Alcohol Bill in late 2013. The Bill will modernise the laws relating to the sale, supply and 
consumption of alcohol products by repealing the Licensing Acts 1833 to 2011, as well as the 
Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008, and replacing them with streamlined and updated 
provisions. 

Holders of licences for the sale of alcohol products are required to comply with the provi-
sions of the Licensing Acts and failure to do so may result in prosecution and, if convicted, the 
imposition of sanctions, including temporary closure orders and fines. In the forthcoming Sale 
of Alcohol Bill, I intend to retain the existing provision whereby the licences of licensees who 
remain of good character and operate their premises in a peaceable and orderly manner are re-
newed automatically by the Revenue Commissioners on payment of the prescribed fee. On the 
other hand, licensees who have been convicted of licensing offences may face the prospect of 
objections to licence renewal in the District Court. In such cases, the Revenue Commissioners 
may not renew the licence concerned unless the licensee obtains a new District Court certificate.

16/01/2013WRJJ01150Garda Training

16/01/2013WRJJ01200751. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
training and regulation for the Gardaí to act against cyber bullying; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [58017/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have  been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that any complaint of alleged cyber-bullying is fully investigated by An 
Garda Síochána, utilising all relevant legislation including, in particular, Section 10 of the Non-
fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997.

Local management are responsible for ensuring that all Garda personnel in their respective 
areas of responsibility are informed of all new and existing legislative provisions in order that 
any disclosures of suspected criminal activity, including allegations of cyber-bullying, are thor-
oughly investigated.

In addition to this, the Office for Internet Safety of my Department works closely with 
Gardaí in relation to the Garda Schools Programme and provides Gardaí with copies of its 
booklets on internet safety for use in this Programme. These booklets are ‘A parent’s guide 
to new media technologies’, ‘A parent’s guide to filtering technologies’, ‘A parent’s guide to 
social-networking websites’ and ‘A guide to cyberbullying’. 

The OIS also provides the Gardaí with copies of promotional materials developed each year 
by the OIS for the Safer Internet Day. The 2013 Safer Internet Day will be on 5 February 2013 
with a theme of ‘Connect with Respect’ and under this theme the materials developed this year 
focus on recognising and dealing with cyberbullying.

The Internet Safety Advisory Committee, which includes representation form the Garda 
Síochána, advises the OIS on internet safety particularly as it relates to children.

16/01/2013WRJJ01350Immigration Policy

16/01/2013WRJJ01400752. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his reasons for 
increasing the registration fee for most categories of legal immigrants from outside the EEA 
by 100% from November; and if he intends to continue the fee at its current level. [58032/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A fee for the issue of a reg-
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istration certificate under the Immigration Act, 2004 was first introduced in May, 2006 for 
the purpose of raising fee income as a contribution to the cost of the ongoing development of 
immigration services (both in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) and the 
Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB). Our migrant population have made a valuable 
contribution to the economic, cultural and social life of Ireland and will continue to do so. How-
ever, I believe that it is not unreasonable to ask those who benefit from the immigration system 
to make a reasonable contribution to the cost of services and particularly so in a time when we 
are seeking to reduce public expenditure.  It is common practice throughout Europe to charge a 
fee for immigration services; in some instances these may be set at a level above the estimated 
direct administrative cost of the service based on the value of the service.  By comparison with 
many jurisdictions the current registration fee represents very good value.

The Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department is undertaking a 
number of projects with the aim of developing and improving immigration services.  These in-
clude the introduction of a new common format EU Residence Permit for non-nationals which 
will replace the current registration certificate. It will provide the user with a more secure im-
migration document including individual biometrics indicators protected by a sophisticated 
encryption system and showing the holders’ immigration status in the State.   This high quality 
secure document will be easily recognisable for employers and Government agencies. 

Furthermore, INIS as part of its reform of in-country aspects of immigration services, is de-
veloping a range of measures including online application and appointment systems for certain 
services. Such a service is badly needed, but it does cost money to implement. The nature of 
immigration requirements such as registration necessitates, to a very great extent, the personal 
attendance of the applicant. At certain times of the year this can give rise to long queues and 
significant delays. A self-selecting online system will help to greatly alleviate these difficulties 
and the increased registration fee income will be used to meet a portion of the cost involved in 
this and other developments undertaken. 

The fee was first introduced in 2006 and was then set at €100. It was increased to €150 in 
2008 and remained at that level until the latest increase came into effect on 19 November, 2012. 
While I have no immediate plans for further changes to the fee for the issue of a registration 
certificate, it is the practice to keep all fees under review.

I should point out that in recognition of the circumstances of certain categories of person, 
there are specific exemptions from paying the registration fee set out in the regulations; these 
are the following: 

- UN Convention Refugees; 

- Family members of such refugees who have been admitted to the State in accordance with 
section  18 of the Refugee Act 1996;

- Persons who are under 18 years of age at the time of registration;

- Spouses, civil partners, widows and widowers of Irish citizens;

- Spouses and Dependants of EU nationals who receive a residence permit under EU Direc-
tive 38/04;

- Programme Refugees, as defined by section 24 of the Refugee Act, 1996;

- Persons subject to arrangements for victims of human trafficking.

The above categories of non-nationals exempted from the fee payment are almost 24.4% of 
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the total numbers registering. In 2012, this amounted to 22,781 persons and €3.78 million in 
fees waived.  

16/01/2013WRJJ01550Visa Applications

16/01/2013WRJJ01600753. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
€60 charge for a single use re-entry visa for non-EEA nationals leaving and returning to Ireland; 
and his plans to review same.  [58033/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The €60 fee for a re-entry visa 
is an administrative fee set to cover the cost of the processing of the visa. The fee, along with 
ordinary visa fees, is classed as a diplomatic and consular fee and is, therefore, set by my col-
league the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade under S.I. No. 82/2004 - Diplomatic and Con-
sular Fees (Amendment) Regulations 2004. No increase in fees has been applied since 2004.

 The Irish visa system is intended to be self-financing and the revenue generated through 
the re-entry visa system is significant in ensuring this is the case. This is particularly important 
given the current economic climate. I consider this a reasonable fee in the circumstances and it 
has been found to compare favourably with the equivalent fee applied internationally.

Some exemptions exist for re-entry visa fees including:

- Visa fee exemptions for certain family members of EU nationals, under the provisions of 
the EU Free Movement Directive.

- Exemptions to certain family members of Irish citizens. It is estimated that over 1 in 8 re-
entry visa applications during 2012 were fee-exempt.

It is important to note that in fact most people apply for and are issued multi-entry re-entry 
visas (the fee in this case being €100), allowing them, usually for the duration of their registra-
tion, to travel out of and back to Ireland freely. 

I also wish to point out to the Deputy that the annual re-entry visa application total has 
fallen from over 64,000 in 2010 to 53,500 in 2011. Preliminary numbers for 2012 indicate ap-
proximately 44,000 re-entry visas were issued. This fall most probably reflects the significant  
increase in the number of citizenship applications granted since I entered office, which has in 
turn reduced the number of visa-required non-EEA nationals requiring re-entry visas.

I would also like to advise the Deputy that, in the absence of exit controls, re-entry visas 
have a role to play in the area of immigration control and security, providing greater visibility 
on movements out of and back into the country, notably the movements of children under 16; 
certain abuses in this area have come to light as a result of the issuing of re-entry visas.

16/01/2013WRJJ01750Debt Collectors Regulation

16/01/2013WRJJ01800754. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the regulation of debt collectors and agencies; if he will take steps to more strictly regulate 
same in order to protect vulnerable debtors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[58087/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Responsibility for the licens-
ing of the financial activity of debt collectors does not come within the area of responsibility 
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of my Department. However, I should mention that the Non-Fatal Offences against the Person 
Act 1997 provides some protection to consumers against inappropriate methods of collecting 
repayments. Under section 11 of that Act, it is an offence to demand payment of a debt in a way 
designed to alarm, distress or humiliate. Any person who is threatened or intimidated by debt 
collectors should report the incident to the Gardaí who will take appropriate action.  

  Question No. 755 answered with Question No. 743.

16/01/2013WRJJ01975Garda Investigations

16/01/2013WRJJ02000756. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any 
investigation is ongoing into the matter of alleged fraudulent milk metering at a co-op (details 
supplied) between the years of 1986 and 2000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[58115/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that there are no ongoing Garda investigations into the matter referred to by the 
Deputy.

16/01/2013WRJJ02150Personal Insolvency Act

16/01/2013WRJJ02200757. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
lack of engagement from the banks in relation to the provisions of the Personal Insolvency Act 
2012 to be in breach of the law; if he will provide details on the sanctions he will use against 
banks who fail to comply with the law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58126/12]

16/01/2013WRJJ02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Personal Insolvency Act 
2012, was passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas on 19 December, 2012 and signed into law 
by the President on 26 December, 2012.  The Act will be commenced in due course as the nec-
essary preparations for administration of its provisions are finalised.

The Act provides for the introduction of three new debt resolution processes, which though 
requiring approval by the court, are essentially non-judicial in nature:

- The Debt Relief Notice (DRN) will allow for the write-off of qualifying unsecured debt up 
to €20,000, subject to a three year supervision period. 

- The Debt Settlement Arrangement (DSA) provides for the agreed settlement of unsecured 
debt, with no limit involved, normally over five years. 

- The Personal Insolvency Arrangement (PIA) will enable the agreed settlement of secured 
debt up to €3 million, although this cap may be increased with the consent of all secured credi-
tors, and unsecured debt without limit, normally over six years.

The Act also continues the reform of the Bankruptcy Act 1988, begun in the Civil Law 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 and will include, critically, the introduction of automatic 
discharge from bankruptcy, subject to certain conditions, after 3 years in place of the current 
12 years.

The Deputy will appreciate that we have to see how the new legislation works, for some 
months at least. It is not for me to speculate as to the future conduct of any of the participants 
in an insolvency process. However, I am of the view that new personal insolvency laws, includ-
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ing the bankruptcy law reform, should provide a significant incentive for financial institutions 
to develop and implement realistic agreements to manage or settle debt with their customers. 
Such agreements should in time become the norm as the most sensible and cost-effective ar-
rangements, particularly where the issue is one of dealing with repayment difficulties for a 
single major debt, secured or otherwise. These agreements could include measures to address 
mortgage arrears.

However, let there be no doubt that financial institutions must constructively engage under 
this legislation in the public interest, the interest of those in financial difficulties and the interest 
of their own institutions and credibility. If I find within a short period during the operation of 
this legislation that all or some of the financial institutions are intent on not engaging construc-
tively with the personal insolvency arrangement provisions for whatever reason, I will not be 
slow to bring proposals to Government to amend the legislation. 

The Government has engaged with the financial institutions in the lead-in to the enactment 
of this legislation. They understand exactly where the Government is coming from, what our 
concerns are and what they should do in the context of operating the legislation constructively 
and sensibly, engaging with personal insolvency practitioners and the circumstances of their 
customers and ensuring appropriate and sensible arrangements are made.

  Question No. 758 answered with Question No. 743.

Garda Retirements

16/01/2013WRKK00100759. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide information stating the number of Gardaí who retired in each year for the past ten years on 
health grounds for both physical and mental health issues; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [58137/12]

16/01/2013WRKK00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the number of Gardaí who retired for medical reasons in each of the 
past ten years is set out in the table hereunder:-

Year Medical Discharge
2003 38
2004 34
2005 37
2006 30
2007 29
2008 21
2009 9
2010 16
2011 6
2012 5
04/01/2013 0
A detailed breakdown of the underlying medical conditions is not readily available.

Immigration Status
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16/01/2013WRKK00300760. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision 
will be made on a stamp 4 application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry. 
[58145/12]

16/01/2013WRKK00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that the persons named by the Deputy made an applica-
tion to General Immigration on 4 September 2012 seeking to change their immigration status 
to enable them to receive a Stamp 4.  Correspondence recently issued to the persons concerned 
and a decision will be made on their case when  the requested documentation is received.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Crime Levels

16/01/2013WRKK00500761. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the number of bicycles that have been reported stolen in the Dublin Metro-
politan area of An Garda Síochána where the date of theft has been in the five year period end-
ing in June 2012 and the number of prosecutions that have been brought by the Gardaí before 
the courts in relation to such bicycle thefts in the Dublin Metropolitan area in respect of thefts 
in the period ending June 2012; and the number of convictions that resulted from these prosecu-
tions.  [58159/12]

16/01/2013WRKK00600762. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the number of motor vehicles that have been reported stolen in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area of An Garda Síochana where the date of theft has been in the five year period 
ending in June 2012 and the number of prosecutions that have been brought by the Gardaí be-
fore the courts in relation to such motor vehicle thefts in the Dublin Metropolitan area in respect 
of thefts in the period ending June 2012; and the number of convictions that resulted from these 
prosecutions.  [58160/12]

16/01/2013WRKK00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 761 and 762 together.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics 
directly to the Deputy.

DNA Database

16/01/2013WRKK00800763. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when legisla-
tion will be introduced to allow for the provision of a DNA database; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [58168/12]

16/01/2013WRKK00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The  Government is commit-
ted to the establishment of a DNA database to assist the Garda Síochána in the investigation of 
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crime. The Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill, which will 
provide for the establishment and operation of the database, is included in the ‘A list’ of the 
Government Legislation Programme with a view to its publication this term and its enactment 
later this year.

Garda Stations Closures

16/01/2013WRKK01000764. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the crite-
ria he considered before making the decision to close Stepaside Garda Station, County Dublin.  
[58178/12]

16/01/2013WRKK01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Policing Plan for 2013, 
which has been prepared by the Commissioner and lodged by me in the Oireachtas Library, sets 
out details of the stations which have been listed for closure in 2013.  In preparing that plan, 
the Commissioner reviewed all aspects of the Garda Síochána’s policing model, including the 
deployment of personnel, the utilisation of modern technologies and the operation of Garda sta-
tions, both in terms of opening hours and possible closures. In addition, all Divisional Officers 
were asked to assess the level of activity in each Garda Station in their area.

The Commissioner has concluded that the communities covered by the areas in question 
could be better served by having Gardaí patrolling the areas rather than being confined to a 
specific premises. The Commissioner has also indicated that wherever possible and subject to 
operational requirements, Gardaí attached to a station which is scheduled for closure will be 
assigned within the local District.

Specifically in relation to the station referred to by the Deputy, Stepaside is in the Blackrock 
District in the Dublin Metropolitan Eastern Division and it is approximately 8 kilometres from 
the District Headquarters at Blackrock Garda Station and  6 kilometres from Dundrum Garda 
Station.  There are 34 members of the Garda Síochána assigned to the Stepaside. The Com-
missioner has indicated that these members will, insofar as possible, remain in the Blackrock 
District and will be transferred to Dundrum Garda Station.   The freeing up of Gardaí from desk 
duties in Stepaside Garda Station will increase the number of Gardaí available for frontline 
policing to the benefit of the community in Stepaside.

The implementation of the reduction in the number of Garda stations and Districts will 
take place in full consultation with the local communities and staffing interests. Local Garda 
management will engage with these communities through the Joint Policing Committees and 
other fora to advise them of the revised policing arrangements for the localities in question. The 
objective will be to ensure that the best possible policing service will be provided to the public 
at all times.

Subsidiary Protection Applications

16/01/2013WRKK01200765. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date 
on which his Department ceased processing claims for subsidiary protection; and the date on 
which the processing will begin again. [58179/12]

16/01/2013WRKK01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service of my Department has not ceased to process applications made pursuant 
to the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006, 
i.e. applications for subsidiary protection. As a result, the issue of when such processing might 
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re-commence does not arise.

Garda Stations Refurbishment

16/01/2013WRKK01400766. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide details of all renovation works to a Garda station (details supplied) in County Mayo in the 
past five years and the cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1005/13]

16/01/2013WRKK01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that during the relevant period no expenditure was incurred by An Garda Síochána 
in respect of repairs to Kilalla Garda Station. 

I am further advised that between 2009 and 2011 the Office of Public Works has separately 
undertaken refurbishment works at the station with a view to securing the overall fabric and 
integrity of the building, in the context of its property portfolio.  I understand that the costs in-
volved amounted to a total of approximately €52,700.  The expenditure incurred on these works 
was provided from the Vote of the Office of Public Works. 

Garda Stations Refurbishment

16/01/2013WRKK01600767. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for 
the upgrading of facilities at a Garda station (details supplied) in County Mayo and the cost of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1006/13]

16/01/2013WRKK01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of replace-
ment and refurbishment of Garda accommodation around the country is progressed by the Gar-
da authorities working in close co-operation with the Office of Public Works, which has respon-
sibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  I have been informed by 
the Garda authorities that while there are currently no plans for upgrade works at Ballycastle 
Garda Station the on-going requirements of the station are being kept under review.

Bench Warrants

16/01/2013WRKK01800768. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
bench warrants outstanding in the Munster region at the end of November 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1019/13]

16/01/2013WRKK01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the following table shows the number of outstanding bench warrants in each 
of the Garda Divisions in the Munster Region.  Figures provided are operational and liable to 
change and are correct as at 10 January 2013 (I am informed that to retrospectively calculate 
the equivalent figures for end November 2012 would require a disproportionate expenditure of 
Garda time and resources to compile).  

   Outstanding Bench Warrants by Garda Division in the Munster Region
Garda Region Division Bench Warrants
South Eastern Tipperary 383

Waterford 319
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Garda Region Division Bench Warrants
Southern Cork City 578

Cork North 276
Cork West 111
Kerry 524
Limerick 593

Western Clare 195
Total 2,979
There can be a multiplicity of reasons why warrants can take time to execute and, in some 

cases, they can prove ultimately unenforceable, as the subjects of the warrants will often take 
every step open to them to try to avoid arrest through moving from address to address, leaving 
the country and so on. 

I have been advised by the Garda Commissioner that at present there is an Inspector in each 
Garda District in the Dublin Metropolitan Region and each Division outside the DMR tasked 
with managing the execution of warrants, and other issues relating to them. In addition, spe-
cific members of the Force are tasked with their execution. While genuine difficulties can arise 
where it does not prove possible to enforce a warrant, it is obviously important that systems are 
in place to ensure that warrants are enforced as quickly as possible.   In this regard, I have been 
assured by the Garda Commissioner that An Garda Síochána give priority to the execution of 
warrants in respect of serious crime and will continue to do so.

Of its nature, the figure for outstanding warrants recorded by PULSE at any given time re-
flects an accumulation of old warrants which has arisen over the years. Warrants will continue 
to show on PULSE until such time as they are recorded as being finally disposed of and, as 
some of the warrants in question are outstanding for many years, I am concerned that the total 
figure for outstanding warrants as shown on PULSE may not be a reliable indicator of the num-
ber of ‘live’ warrants which are enforceable which are on hand.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner to consider whether there may be a better way of 
maintaining statistics which gives a more realistic indication in relation to any backlog of war-
rants and to report to me on measures being taken to improve the execution of warrants gen-
erally. In this regard I am also advised that there is a warrants working group in place which 
facilitates liaison between the various stakeholders, including the Court Service and the Prison 
Service and which works to identify, address and prevent difficulties in the warrants process. 
The work of the group is ongoing and relevant recommendations for the improvement of sys-
tems are being implemented on an ongoing basis.

I am in ongoing contact with the Commissioner on this matter and I have indicated to him 
that if he has any recommendations in relation to legislative or administrative action which is 
open to me as Minister, then I will, of course, consider them very carefully. The Garda Com-
missioner has assured me that both he and his senior management team are closely monitoring 
the situation with a view to ensuring that warrants are executed as expeditiously as possible. 
I expect to receive a further report from the Garda authorities in relation to this matter in the 
coming months. 

Upward Only Rent Reviews

16/01/2013WRKK02000769. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is any 
prospect of bringing an end to existing leases with upward-only rent review clauses in view of 
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the fact that many businesses are still struggling with rents which do not reflect market value. 
[1030/13]

16/01/2013WRKK02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will recall that 
following extensive consideration of this matter, the Government announced in December 2011 
that it had decided not to proceed with such legislation.  There was a substantial concern that 
any legislative scheme involving interference in the contractual relationships of private parties 
would find it extremely difficult to survive a Constitutional challenge.  In addition, the Gov-
ernment was advised that any model proposed would require the payment of compensation to 
landlords whose rights were infringed in order to ensure that the proposal would be compatible 
with the Constitution and with the European Convention on Human Rights.  The Government 
was strongly of the view that payment of compensation to landlords in such circumstances 
could not be justified in the current economic climate.

Although legislative intervention may not be feasible, NAMA is playing a role in dealing 
with problems caused by upward only rent reviews applying to NAMA properties.  I have been 
advised that, by the end of 2012, the Agency had granted 212 applications for rent abatement 
with an aggregate annual value of €13.5 million. A further 56 applications are currently under 
review. Of the 276 eligible applications received to date only 8 have been refused representing 
a 97% approval rate by NAMA.

I would also mention that the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 provides for the es-
tablishment and maintenance of a Commercial Leases Database by the Property Services Regu-
latory Authority.  This Database will assist in providing readily accessible, accurate information 
in order to determine the market rent payable in respect of comparable commercial properties.  
Work is underway to ensure that the Database will be operational at an early date.

Finally, I wish to highlight the existence of a rent review arbitration code which was drawn 
up by a group of experts whose membership was drawn from all stakeholders in the commercial 
property arena.  The code, which can be found on www.justice.ie, provides a mechanism to deal 
with the resolution of rent review disputes in the commercial property sector.

Citizenship Applications

16/01/2013WRKK02200770. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied); when a deci-
sion will issue. [1041/13]

16/01/2013WRKK02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in April 2011.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
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this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Citizenship Applications

16/01/2013WRKK02400771. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied); when a deci-
sion will issue. [1042/13]

16/01/2013WRKK02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in February 2011.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/01/2013WRKK02550Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

16/01/2013WRKK02600772. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular form the number of complaints received by An Garda Síochána over the past five years 
in relation to online bullying or harassment via social media; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1064/13]

16/01/2013WRKK02700773. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular form, the number of complaints received by An Garda Síochána in Waterford city and 
county over the past five years in relation to online bullying or harassment via social media; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1065/13]

16/01/2013WRKK02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 772 and 773 together.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide statistics 
directly to the Deputy.
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Magdalen Laundries Issues

16/01/2013WRKK02900774. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received 
the final report from the interdepartmental committee investigating State involvement with the 
Magdalen laundries; if it has been submitted to the Government as per his announcement of 11 
September 2012; and, if he has received it, when he intends to make it available to the families 
of and groups representing the survivors and when he will publish same; if he has not received 
it, the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1158/13]

16/01/2013WRKK03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I expect to receive the final 
Report of the inter-Departmental Committee in the next few days.  As soon as I have had an 
opportunity to read the report which I understand is substantial, I will bring it to Government 
with a view to publication.  I would expect this process to be completed within the next two to 
three weeks.

16/01/2013WRKK03050Public Sector Staff Recruitment

16/01/2013WRKK03100775. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a full time film 
censor will be appointed ini view of the fact that there has been an acting censor in situ for some 
time; his views on whether the time has come to rectify and or regularise the situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1195/13]

16/01/2013WRKK03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The post of Director of Film 
Classification is a statutory one, provided for under Section 2 of the Censorship of Films Act 
1923, as amended by the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2008.

Section 2(3) of the Censorship of Films Act 1923 as amended provides that whenever the 
Director of Film Classification is temporarily unable to attend to his duties, or where the office 
of Director of Film Classification is vacant, the Minister may appoint a fit person to perform the 
duties of the Director of Film Classification, during such inability or vacancy. Every person so 
appointed shall during his appointment have all the powers of the Director of Film Classifica-
tion. In accordance with Section 2(3) of the Act, Mr Ger Connolly, the Deputy Director of Film 
Classification has been appointed to perform the duties of the Director of Film Classification, 
on a full time basis, since the retirement of Mr John Kelleher from the position of Director of 
Film Classification in late 2009. I have no plans to alter this situation at this time.

Garda Career Breaks

16/01/2013WRKK03300776. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
offer members of An Garda Síochána a career break from the force in order to save money; the 
number of persons that will be offered a career break; the cost per person and the impact be on 
public safety and law and order with such a reduction in the force; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [1233/13]

16/01/2013WRKK03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Career breaks are currently 
available to members of the Garda Síochána, and discussions are underway with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform on how this scheme could be enhanced so as to provide 
greater opportunities to members of the Force. The details of any such scheme will be settled in 
these discussions which are expected to conclude shortly.
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16/01/2013WRKK03450Road Traffic Offences

16/01/2013WRKK03500777. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
received the report he sought from the Garda authorities on 18 September 2012 with figures on 
the number of drivers involved in a fatal or serious road collision since January 2012 in which 
the drivers involved were not tested for their alcohol level either at the crash scene, in the Garda 
station or in the hospital and the reasons for not testing in all cases; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1250/13]

16/01/2013WRKK03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have sought clarification 
with respect to aspects of information which I have received from An Garda Síochána in rela-
tion to the matters referred to by the Deputy and, to be of assistance, have also sought an update 
in respect of the relevant information insofar as the full year of 2012 is concerned.  I will be 
in contact with the Deputy again when the information sought is to hand.  In the interim I can, 
however, assure the Deputy that my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
and I have received assurances from the Garda Commissioner that every effort is being made to 
ensure that the relevant road traffic legislative provisions are fully complied with.

Garda Training

16/01/2013WRKK03700778. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí who attended the recent MBRS training courses in evidential breath testing in Decem-
ber 2012 and when it is envisaged that this training course will be delivered to all 220 members 
of An Garda Síochána due for training and when the 22 additional station based evidential 
breath testing machines requested by the Garda in 2009 will be installed into the 14 stations 
nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1251/13]

16/01/2013WRKK03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the informa-
tion sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy directly 
when this information is to hand.

Courts Service Issues

16/01/2013WRKK03900779. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the report 
he requested from the Courts Service by the end of November 2012 providing a breakdown on 
the district courts that are enforcing section 63 of the 2010 Road Traffic Act and those where 
the licence details of convicted drivers are not requested or forwarded to NLDF in order that 
penalty points can be applied, is now available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1252/13]

16/01/2013WRKK04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I previously advised the 
Deputy, the Courts Service has put in place arrangements to ensure that summonses issued 
since May 2012 include wording to advise persons charged with an offence under the Road 
Traffic Acts to bring their driving licence together with a photocopy of the licence when they 
are attending court.  I am informed that the Courts Service has communicated with the judi-
ciary to facilitate an arrangement that defendants who appear before the court are requested in 
court to produce their driving licence and a copy thereof to the court registrar for the purpose 
of having the driving licence number recorded.  Additionally, Registrars have been requested to 
record whether or not the licence or a copy thereof was produced to the court. Where the driv-
ing licence number is recorded and on conviction the details are provided to the Department of 
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Transport, Tourism and Sport.

The Courts Service has reported that there has been a small increase in licence numbers col-
lected since the new procedures were introduced. However, the Service has stated that it is too 
early to draw definitive conclusions as the systems put in place require further time to become 
fully effective.  In relation to cases where the driving licence number has not been produced, 
the Service has indicated that they are continuing to evaluate the systems recently introduced 
to ensure that they are fully functional to, in due course,  provide An Garda Síochána with the 
necessary information to initiate the prosecutions.  The Service has stated that work is ongoing 
in this area and has undertaken to provide a further update by the end of July 2013. 

Immigration Status

16/01/2013WRKK04100780. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will examine 
a case (details supplied) in which a recent request was made for a replacement Garda National 
Immigration Bureau card following a robbery; if his Department will examine the possibility 
of a refund in this case in view of the fact that the stolen GNIB card was recovered days after a 
replacement card was purchased at much expense. [1254/13]

16/01/2013WRKK04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that following the matter be-
ing reported to An Garda Síochána, the original registration certificate was recovered the next 
day. In the particular circumstances of the case, my Department have contacted the person con-
cerned requesting her bank account details with a view to providing a refund in this instance.

I should remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made direct to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  The service enables up to-date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

16/01/2013WRKK04250Jobs Initiative

16/01/2013WRKK04300781. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 2012 targets set 
for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report on the attain-
ment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is taking within 
his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1286/13]

16/01/2013WRKK04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the Action Plan for Jobs 
2012, my Department committed to “Put in place and promote attractive immigration arrange-
ments to facilitate entrepreneurs from outside the EEA in establishing businesses in Ireland 
through the Immigrant Investor Programme and the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme”.

I am happy to inform the Deputy that this target has been achieved.  The Immigrant Inves-
tor Programme and the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme were approved by Government at the 
start of 2012 with applications being accepted from April last.   During 2012 fourteen applica-
tions have been approved under both Programmes which represent a total investment in Ireland 
of over €10.4 million. This investment is projected to protect over 80 existing jobs and create 
190 jobs in new enterprises over the next 3 years which underlines the job creation potential of 
the initiatives.
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My Department has also committed to “Continue the process of immigration reform in 
support of the International Education Strategy  “  This work has continued during the year 
and there is ongoing engagement with the key stakeholders.  A review of the effectiveness of 
the new student immigration regime implemented in 2011 is currently underway.  This will be 
completed in the coming weeks when full year data from 2012 has been compiled and analysed.

Citizenship Applications

16/01/2013WRLL00100782. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the circum-
stances in which a non-Irish citizen who has been residing in Ireland for less than five years may 
have an application for Irish citizenship through naturalisation considered; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1299/13]

16/01/2013WRLL00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 15 of the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister may, in his absolute 
discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain statutory con-
ditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the applicant must -

- be of full age;

- be of good character;

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years;

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation; and

- have,   before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.

A foreign national who is married to, or is the Civil Partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
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position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

16/01/2013WRLL00250Seanad Referendum

16/01/2013WRLL00300783. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the com-
mitment to hold a referendum on the abolition of Seanad Éireann in the autumn, his views on 
holding a referendum on the same day to allow for the establishment by the Oireachtas of spe-
cialist superior courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1372/13]

16/01/2013WRLL00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government has ap-
proved, in principle, the holding a referendum to allow for the establishment of a new Court 
of Appeal and a new Family Court structure and for the drafting of the necessary legislative 
schemes.  Work to this end is progressing in my Department.  

While the precise timing of a referendum on these issues is a matter for the Government to 
decide in due course, the intention is that it will be held on the same day as at least one other 
referendum.

Penalty Point System

16/01/2013WRLL00500784. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
fixed penalty notices that have been issued to motorists in each of the past three years, broken 
down by Garda division, for the offence of breaking a red light; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [1375/13]

16/01/2013WRLL00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the time available it has not 
been possible for the Garda authorities to supply the information requested by the Deputy. I will 
be in contact with the Deputy when the information is to hand.  

Legal Aid Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRLL00700785. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount that 
was spent on free legal aid schemes here in 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1376/13]

16/01/2013WRLL00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
the provision of legal aid falls within two separate categories, i.e criminal legal aid and civil 
legal aid.  Details in respect of each category are set out in the accompanying table: 

Criminal Legal Aid

The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 provides that free legal aid may be granted, in 
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certain circumstances, for the defence of persons of insufficient means. Under the Act, the grant 
of legal aid entitles the applicant to the services of a solicitor and, in certain circumstances, up 
to two counsel, in the preparation and conduct of their defence or appeal. The assignment of 
lawyers or the granting of aid are matters for the Court and, as such, are handled by the judi-
ciary. 

Year Total amount of expenditure(€ million)
2010 56.5
2011 56.1
2012 50.5
Civil Legal Aid

The Legal Aid Board (LAB) is the statutory body which provides legal aid and advice in 
civil law matters.  All Board services are governed by the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the 
Civil Legal Aid Regulations.

The Board’s funding is made up of funding for civil legal aid and the Refugee Legal Service 
for 2010 and 2011. Funding for 2012 also includes the Family Mediation Service. 

Year Total amount of expenditure (€ million)
2010 32.192
2011 30.370
2012 32.922
I wish to clarify for the Deputy that the Legal Aid Board provides ‘legal aid’ and not ‘free 

legal aid’.  The vast majority of persons receiving services from the Board pay a small financial 
contribution.

Garda Transport Expenditure

16/01/2013WRLL00900786. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of addi-
tional Garda marked and unmarked cars and vans that each Garda district in the Dublin region 
received in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1377/13]

16/01/2013WRLL01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. Re-
sponsibility for the efficient deployment of Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the 
Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations as required by operational cir-
cumstances.

I have been advised by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy 
is provided in the accompanying table:

    
CARS VANS MOTOR-

CYCLES
TOTAL

DISTRICT MARKED UN-
MARKED

BLACKROCK 2 0 0 0 2
BLANCHARD-
STOWN

0 0 1 0 1



Questions - Written Answers

576

CLONDALKIN 0 0 1 0 1
RAHENY 1 0 0 0 1
COOLOCK 1 0 1 0 2
CRUMLIN 1 0 1 0 2
DONNY-
BROOK

1 0 0 0 1

STORE 
STREET

1 0 0 0 1

TALLAGHT 0 0 1 0 1
DMR TRAF-
FIC - DUBLIN 
CASTLE

1 0 0 5 6

TOTAL 8 5 5 18
With regard to transport matters generally, the Deputy will be aware that an additional 

investment of €3m in the Garda fleet towards the end of 2012 has resulted in over 170 new ve-
hicles being purchased.  These vehicles are currently entering into service.  In addition, a further 
€5m has been made available for the purchase and fit-out of new Garda vehicles in 2013.

Garda Transport Expenditure

16/01/2013WRLL01100787. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of addi-
tional Garda marked and unmarked cars, vans, jeeps and motorbikes that the Garda traffic corps 
received in each of the past four years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1378/13]

16/01/2013WRLL01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. 

I have been advised by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy 
in respect of the Garda Traffic Corps is provided in the accompanying table:

    
CARS VANS MOTOR-

CYCLES
4x4S TOTAL

MARKED UN-
MARKED

2009 0 0 0 0 0
2010 0 0 0 0 1 1
2011 4 28 0 6 4 42
2012 1 0 0 5 0 6
With regard to transport matters generally, the Deputy will be aware that an additional 

investment of €3m in the Garda fleet towards the end of 2012 has resulted in over 170 new ve-
hicles being purchased.  These vehicles are currently entering into service.  In addition, a further 
€5m has been made available for the purchase and fit-out of new Garda vehicles in 2013.

Subsidiary Protection Approval

16/01/2013WRLL01300788. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the the posi-
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tion regarding an application for subsidiary protection in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1398/13]

16/01/2013WRLL01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 30th September, 2005, that the then Minister proposed to 
make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against him. He was subsequently notified of his entitlement to ap-
ply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities 
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Proposed Legislation

16/01/2013WRLL01500789. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects to 
publish the Heads of Bill for the Family Relationships and Childrens Bill; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1399/13]

16/01/2013WRLL01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I indicated in response to 
Question No. 492 of 18 December 2012, I am presently engaged in the preparation of a Family 
Relationships and Children Bill.  I intend to publish the Heads of the Bill as soon as possible in 
2013 having regard to the need for consultations and the need to dispose of urgent legislative 
matters in my Department under the EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for the State.

In preparing my proposals for legislation, I am considering the detailed recommendations of 
the Law Reform Commission in its Report on the Legal Aspects of Family Relationships.   The 
Commission recommends that legislative provisions be introduced to facilitate the extension 
of guardianship (parental responsibility) to civil partners and step-parents either by agreement 
with the other parties who have parental responsibility for the child or by application to court. 

In that context, I am considering the Commission’s specific recommendations on legisla-
tive reform, which would put same-sex couples and step-parents on an equal footing with other 
couples in relation to their children. I am also reviewing existing legislation worldwide address-
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ing the issues of parentage, assisted human reproduction and surrogacy and considering the 
recommendations contained in the Report of the Commission on Assisted Human Reproduction 
published by the Department of Health in 2005. Those reforms must ensure that children in 
lesbian or gay family units are able to form a legal connection with their non-biological par-
ent and that kindred relationships flow from such legal connection. In particular, reform of the 
law is needed in the areas of guardianship, custody and access, and to ensure maintenance and 
inheritance rights for the children of civil partners.

16/01/2013WRLL01650Drugs Courts

16/01/2013WRLL01700790. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update in relation to the review of the drugs treatment courts; when the review will be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1405/13]

16/01/2013WRLL01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Support and Advisory 
Committee for the Drug Treatment Court was established following a series of recommen-
dations in 2010 on the operation of the Court and comprises representatives of each of the 
agencies involved with the Court.  The Committee has undertaken a detailed evaluation of the 
court’s operation and is in the process of completing some final enquiries which are due to be 
submitted to my Department in the near future.  I will consider this issue further when all of the 
information is to hand.

Legal Aid Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRLL01900791. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a breakdown in tabular form of the waiting lists for persons seeking civil legal aid in 
each county on 1 January 2013; the number of these persons seeking civil legal aid for family 
law matters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1406/13]

16/01/2013WRLL02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have no function or responsibility in relation to the matter raised.  Under the terms of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is independent in 
the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for the Board.

However, to be of assistance I have contacted the Legal Aid Board for the information re-
quested by the Deputy, which is set out in tabular form.

Details re waiting times and numbers waiting on the 1st January 2013 (in months)

Law Centre General – wait-
ing time 

‘Triage’ – wait-
ing time 

2nd Consulta-
tion (triage 
only) - waiting 
time

Number waiting

Blanchardstown 3 43
Brunswick St 7 153
Clondalkin 15 175
Finglas 10 241
Gardiner St 13 299
* Medical  Neg-
ligence

6 15
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Law Centre General – wait-
ing time 

‘Triage’ – wait-
ing time 

2nd Consulta-
tion (triage 
only) - waiting 
time

Number waiting

Tallaght 10 198
Popes Quay 8 200
South Mall 10 373
Athlone 1 10 166
Castlebar 1 7 145
Cavan 2 11 113
Dundalk 4 76
Ennis 12 275
Galway 9 262
Kilkenny 7 13 196
Letterkenny 6 149
Limerick 8 227
Longford 2 11 123
Monaghan 1 35
Navan 3 7 91
Nenagh 1 5 73
Newbridge 10 11 281
Portlaoise 6 17 196
Sligo 3 7 134
Tralee 6 134
Tullamore 5 117
Waterford 7 101
Wexford 6 103
Wicklow 4 15 218
* The waiting time in the Medical Negligence Unit was 6 months as of the 1st January 2013. 

Unlike at the general law centres there is a significant amount of preparatory work done while 
a person is waiting for an appointment. The real driver here is the statute of limitations - any 
court proceedings must be initiated within two years and because of the almost invariable com-
plexity attaching to medical negligence there is a large amount of work to be done before it can 
be established if there is merit in a case or not. Thus while some persons may wait six months 
to see a solicitor, others will be seen more quickly if the expiry of the statute of limitations is 
looming. 

The table gives a breakdown of the waiting times for persons seeking legal services in each 
of the Board’s law centres on the 1st   January 2013. The Board does not, at the moment, record 
as a statistic the number of applications that relate to family law matters and the number that 
relate to other matters. In or about 76% of cases dealt with are in the area of family law and it 
can be assumed that the number of applications is similar as a percentage. The Board continues 
to prioritise certain categories of cases and these cases will receive an immediate or near im-
mediate service. The main categories of case types that are prioritised are public law child care 
cases, child abduction cases and domestic violence cases.

By way of explanation of the table, the Board has been piloting a ‘triage’ approach to service 
delivery and this approach is operative in a number of law centres. The pilot is in response to 
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lengthening waiting times. The aim of the ‘triage’ approach is that every applicant gets to see 
a solicitor within a period of one month for the purpose of getting legal advice (consultations 
are broadly limited to 45 minutes). If the applicant requires further services they remain on the 
‘waiting list’. Those centres in which the pilot was operative in 2012 show a waiting time for 
a ‘triage’ appointment and a waiting time for a second consultation. The second consultation 
waiting time is calculated from the date of application and not from the date of the triage ap-
pointment.  In law centres where the triage is not in operation, the general waiting time is shown 
in months from the date of application. There is or has been a ‘backlog’ of applicants to be seen 
for triage purposes hence it is taking time to reduce the waiting time for such an appointment 
to one month.

The Board is taking other steps in an effort to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
service delivery including: introducing a new case management system in its law centres; 

integrating its mediation and legal services; 

integrating its Refugee Legal Service into the general law centre service delivery model;

 and maintaining a high level of usage of private solicitors for family law cases in the 

District Court.

The reality is however that the Board must live within its budget and it is subject to the pub-
lic service recruitment moratorium (there is a very limited derogation). Demand for the Board’s 
services has increased significantly since the down-turn in the economy. There was a 10% drop 
in demand at the general law centres in 2012 compared to 2011 however demand in 2011 was 
93% greater than it was in 2006. 

The capacity to provide a meaningful service is a priority for the Board and the Board will 
in 2013 be examining other options in an effort to enable legal services to be provided promptly 
to those most in need of them.

Legal Aid Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRLL02100792. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the wait-
ing times for civil legal aid services from 2007 to 2012 in each county in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1407/13]

16/01/2013WRLL02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have no function or responsibility in relation to the matter raised.  Under the terms of 
the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is independent 
in the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for the Board.  
However, to be of assistance I have contacted the Legal Aid Board for the information request-
ed by the Deputy.

I am informed that the maximum waiting times for civil legal aid services, as provided by 
the Legal Aid Board, at the end of the year for each of the years 2007 to 2012 are as set out in 
the table.  The increase in waiting times evident in the table has been brought about primarily 
by the huge increase in demand for the Board’s services since the economic downturn. As the 
provision of civil legal aid services are means tested, a much greater number of persons are now 
financially eligible than had been the case in 2007.

Law Centre Waiting Times (in months) at the end of Each Year (2007-2012)
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LAW 
CENTRE

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Blanchard-
stown

4 1 4 6 5 3

Brunswick 
St.

3 2 5 4 8 7

Clondalkin 2 5 6 5 10 15
Finglas 1 4 3 5 8 10
Gardiner 
St.

3 3 6 5 6 13

Medical 
Negligence

n/a n/a n/a 3 4 6

Tallaght 4 3 3 9 10 10
Popes 
Quay, Cork

4 5 2 3 7 8

South 
Mall, Cork

3 4 5 7 5 10

Cavan 2 4 4 5 6 11
Clare - En-
nis

1 3 3 2 5 12

Donegal 
- Letter-
kenny

2 3 1 3 4 6

Galway 3 3 4 3 4 9
Kerry - 
Tralee

2 3 5 4 4 6

Kildare - 
Newbridge

2 6 6 7 8 11

Kilkenny 1 2 3 3 7 13
Laois - 
Portlaoise

4 3 3 5 7 17

Limerick 1 1 2 3 3 8
Longford 1 2 4 5 5 11
Louth - 
Dundalk

0 0 0 0 1 4

Mayo - 
Castlebar

1 2 3 5 5 7

Meath - 
Navan

3 3 3 4 7 7

Monaghan 4 3 4 4 4 1
Offaly - 
Tullamore

2 2 3 6 4 5

Sligo 3 4 5 5 4 7
Tipperary - 
Nenagh

3 3 7 7 9 5

Waterford 1 2 3 3 6 7
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LAW 
CENTRE

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Westmeath 
- Athlone

2 5 4 6 5 10

Wexford 6 4 9 3 6 6
Wicklow 2 3 8 5 6 15

Penalty Point System

16/01/2013WRLL02325793. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide figures for 2010, 2011 and 2012 regarding the total amounts raised through the issuance of 
fixed penalty fines for traffic offences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1408/13]

16/01/2013WRLL02337Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The collection of payments 
under the Fixed Charge Processing System was outsourced to An Post in January 2006.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that information provided by An Post details the 
amount collected in respect of all fixed charge offence notices that attract penalty points, as well 
as those that do not.  These are referred to as Declaration Notices and Non-Declaration Notices 
respectively.  Declaration Notices refer to relevant road traffic offences. Non-Declaration No-
tices include relevant traffic and public order offences.  

The amounts collected in respect of Declaration Notices and Non-Declaration Notices for 
each of the years from 2010 to 2012 are illustrated in the table.

Amounts collected in respect of Fixed Charge Offence Notices in each of the years 
from 2010 to 2012.

Year Number 
ofDeclara-
tion No-
tices*

Number 
ofNon- 
Declara-
tion No-
tices

Gross 
amount col-
lected  Dec-
larationNo-
tices* 

Gross  
amount 
collected 
Non-Dec-
laration 
Notices 

An Post-
ChargesAll 
Notices

Net Amount 
Collected  
All Notices

2010 180,372 93,026 €14,456,460 €5,428,710    €814,105 €19,071,065
2011 243,705 78,478 €19,796,090 €4,682,380 €1,192,849 €23,285,621
2012 216,265 71,972 €17,611,570 €4,565,720    €948,515 €21,228,775

    * Notices which attract penalty points

Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRLL02400794. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the reduction of €62 million in his Department’s planned expenditure for 2013 over the previ-
ous year, if he will provide assurances that the objectives contained in the 2013 policing plan 
remain realistic, deliverable and affordable; if he will explain how so; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1412/13]

16/01/2013WRLL02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Due to the very difficult finan-
cial situation, it has been necessary to reduce the funding available to the Justice Vote Group in 
2013 by €62m.  However, it is of course the case that the gross expenditure budget for the Vote 
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Group in the current year will be over €2.26 billion and this demonstrates the Government’s 
very strong on-going commitment to the Justice Sector.  

With regard specifically to the Garda Policing Plan for 2013, the position is that the Plan is 
based on a number of strategic goals and at its heart is the Garda Síochána’s primary objective 
of combating crime as well as ensuring that people are safe in their communities and on the 
roads.  Copies of the Plan were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 5 December 2012. 

One of the key elements of the 2013 Plan is that it sets out proposals for continuing the 
process of restructuring the way in which Garda services are organised and delivered, with 
the objective of enhancing the efficiency of the Force at a time of financial constraint.  This 
copperfastens the commitment of the Commissioner, who is responsible for operational Garda 
matters, to smart policing, using available resources effectively and ensuring that the maximum 
number of Garda personnel are available for front-line policing.  

In that overall context I believe that the objectives set out in the Garda Policing Plan for 
2013 will be achieved and that, despite the pressure on the public finances, it will be possible for 
the Force to operate to the optimum benefit of our communities in a manner that will facilitate 
the presence of operational Gardaí on patrol preventing and detecting crime.  

Garda Strength

16/01/2013WRLL02600795. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide assurances that the total number of gardaí leaving the force in 2013 will not be greater 
than 500; if his attention has been drawn to any plans to respond to the decrease in funding for 
An Garda Síochána for 2013 with staff reductions; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [1413/13]

16/01/2013WRLL02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Members of An Garda Sío-
chána may retire on a voluntary basis once they have reached 50 years of age and have accrued 
30 years service.  Members must retire on compulsory age grounds on reaching the age of 60.

In actual fact, most Gardaí take voluntary retirement ahead of their compulsory retirement 
age and it is not possible to predict with any certainty the number of Gardaí who will leave the 
Force during the course of any one year. There are currently over 1,000 Garda members who 
could retire on full pension. However, there is no basis for expecting that all those who could 
retire will actually do so.  

The table shows the number of voluntary retirements so far notified for 2013 (although this 
is not a basis for forecasting the likely number of retirements).

Comm D/
Comm

A/
Comm

C/Supt Supt Insp Sgt Gda Total

Volun-
tary

0 0 0 0 0 0 13 14 27

Com-
pulsory

0 1 1 1 1 3 0 9 16

TO-
TAL 
2013

0 1 1 1 1 3 13 23 43

  It is true that there has been a reduction in the payroll provision limit for An Garda Síochána 
over last year’s figures. However, there are approximately 460 fewer Garda members now 
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than at the beginning of 2012 and consequently the pay bill will be lower in 2013. Addition-
ally, the adjustment to the payroll provision for this year also reflects the potential number of 
members who could retire in 2013.

Crime Data

16/01/2013WRLL02800796. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 373 of 15 May 2012, if he will provide updated figures for 2011 in view of 
decreasing detection and convictions, his views on reform of the Prohibition of Incitement to 
Hatred Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1427/13]

16/01/2013WRLL02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy in relation to offences 
under the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act, 1989.

Under the Act, it is an offence, inter alia, to use words, publish or distribute written mate-
rial, or broadcast any visual images or sounds which are threatening, abusive or insulting and 
are intended, or, having regard to all the circumstances, are likely to stir up hatred. The word 
“hatred” is defined as “hatred against a group of persons in the State or elsewhere on account of 
their race, colour, nationality, religion, ethnic or national origins, membership of the travelling 
community or sexual orientation”. 

The State’s prosecutorial authorities have not brought to my notice any difficulties in bring-
ing prosecutions under the 1989 Act.  The Deputy will also be aware that, in addition to the 
above legislation, where criminal offences such as assault, criminal damage, or public order 
offences are committed with a racist motive, they are prosecuted as generic offences through 
the wider criminal law.  The trial judge can take aggravating factors, including racial motivation 
into account at sentencing. 

In all the circumstances, I do not have plans for amendment of the legislation in this area.

Penalty Point System

16/01/2013WRLL03000797. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of penalty points in total that were issued to motorists by An Garda Síochána that were quashed 
in 2010, 2011 and 2012; if he will provide a divisional breakdown by Garda district where 
penalty points were quashed each year in 2010, 2011 and 2012; if he will provide a breakdown 
by Garda division of the category of road traffic offences where penalty points were quashed in 
2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1459/13]

16/01/2013WRLL03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Fixed charge notices are an 
alternative to prosecution, and give a motorist the opportunity to acknowledge the offence, pay 
the fixed charge and, where the offence is a penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty 
points.  If the motorist does not pay the fixed charge, he or she will in the normal course be 
prosecuted for the alleged offence.

There can be circumstances where the fixed charge notice may be cancelled in accordance 
with Garda procedures drawn up in the light of legislative exemptions and prosecutorial guide-
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lines.  Cancellation occurs where it is believed the evidence would not sustain a prosecution or 
a prosecution would not be appropriate, fair or proportionate.  Decisions on cancellations are 
governed by Garda policies and procedures, framed around legislative and prosecutorial guide-
lines issued by the DPP.

Cancellation can occur in circumstances where, for example, exemptions apply in relation 
to emergency vehicles or the wearing of seatbelts, or where there are evidential difficulties, 
such as where the registration number registered by a speed camera does not correspond to the 
vehicle in question, or where there are emergency medical circumstances such as, for example, 
a sick child being driven to hospital, an imminent birth, or a medical professional rushing to a 
sick or elderly patient.  Access to cancel a fixed charge notice through ‘Pulse’ is restricted to 
users with the rank of Inspector or higher.

The  statistical information requested by the Deputy has been requested from the Garda 
Commissioner and, to the extent available in the format requested by the Deputy, will be for-
warded to him as soon as possible.

Penalty Point System

16/01/2013WRLL03200798. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a report on all the exceptional cases in which penalty points may be quashed by a Garda 
Inspector or Superintendent; if he is reviewing the current power to quash penalty points; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1460/13]

16/01/2013WRLL03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Fixed charge notices are an 
alternative to prosecution, and give a motorist the opportunity to acknowledge the offence, pay 
the fixed charge and, where the offence is a penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty 
points.  If the motorist does not pay the fixed charge, he or she will in the normal course be 
prosecuted for the alleged offence.

There can be circumstances where the fixed charge notice may be cancelled in accordance 
with Garda procedures drawn up in the light of legislative exemptions and prosecutorial guide-
lines.  Cancellation occurs where it is believed the evidence would not sustain a prosecution or 
a prosecution would not be appropriate, fair or proportionate.  Decisions on cancellations are 
governed by Garda policies and procedures, framed around legislative and prosecutorial guide-
lines issued by the DPP.

Cancellation can occur in circumstances where, for example, exemptions apply in relation 
to emergency vehicles or the wearing of seatbelts, or where there are evidential difficulties, 
such as where the registration number registered by a speed camera does not correspond to the 
vehicle in question, or where there are emergency medical circumstances such as, for example, 
a sick child being driven to hospital, an imminent birth, or a medical professional rushing to a 
sick or elderly patient.  Access to cancel a fixed charge notice through ‘Pulse’ is restricted to 
users with the rank of Inspector or higher.

As the Deputy is aware, the Garda Commissioner has appointed an Assistant Commissioner 
to examine and report on allegations relating to the cancellation of fixed charge notices by An 
Garda Síochána.  I have received an interim report from the Commissioner, but I will not be 
making any further comment on the allegations or on the procedures which permit the cancel-
lation of fixed charge notices until the final report is available.   
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16/01/2013WRLL03350Garda Resources

16/01/2013WRLL03400799. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for com-
munity policing in the Drumlish area, County Longford, following the removal of the Garda 
patrol car from the Garda Barracks in Drumlish; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1466/13]

16/01/2013WRLL03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Drumlish Garda Station forms 
part of the Granard Garda District and the personnel strength of the Drumlish sub-district and 
Granard Garda District on 30 November 2012, the latest date for which figures are readily avail-
able, is shown on the table:

- Granard Drumlish
Gardaí 39 2
Reserve Gardaí 2
Civilians 3

  When the members attached to Drumlish Garda Station are not on duty, the sub-district is 
policed by resources from the local District Headquarters in Granard which operates on a 24 
hour basis.

The official patrol car previously allocated to Drumlish Garda Station was reallocated with-
in the Roscommon/Longford Garda Division on 14 September 2012 and the District Officer 
in Granard replaced it with another vehicle from the District Fleet. At no stage has Drumlish 
Garda Station been left without an official vehicle.

The policing requirements of Drumlish Garda Sub-District together with the Granard Garda 
District, are the subject of regular review by local Garda Management and appropriate polic-
ing strategies and interventions are put in place when required, utilising District and Divisional 
resources. Garda Management state that the resources presently allocated to Drumlish Garda 
Sub-District are sufficient for the current policing needs.

Garda Resources

16/01/2013WRLL03600800. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his proposals 
to strengthen rural policing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1490/13]

16/01/2013WRLL03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While the incidence of crime 
is generally lower in rural than in urban areas, I am very conscious of the deep distress which 
burglary and similar crimes can cause to householders in rural areas, and the broader impact it 
can have in terms of fear of crime in our communities. I also share the widespread outrage at 
the recent incidents of aggravated burglary referred to by the Deputy and am fully confident 
that the Gardaí are doing everything in their power to bring the perpetrators of these appalling 
crimes to justice.

The latest official crime statistics from the Central Statistics Office show that most types of 
crime are in fact falling, including crimes against the person, and this reflects well on the work 
of An Garda Síochána. 

I remain concerned, however, as does the Garda Commissioner, about the incidence of bur-
glary and therefore welcome the progress being made as part of Operation Fiacla. The Opera-
tion is the subject of regular monitoring and review by senior Garda management and is focused 
on identifying and targeting gangs involved in burglaries around the country so as to disrupt 
their activities and bring them before the Courts.
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Operation Fiacla is intelligence driven, and specific burglary initiatives have been imple-
mented in each Garda Region to target suspect offenders. These initiatives optimise the use of 
existing structures and local Garda management ensure that all personnel are fully briefed on 
the initiative, with Divisional Crime Management Teams playing a key coordination and imple-
mentation role.  

I am further informed that, as of 31 December 2012, 3,538 persons have been arrested and 
1,924 persons have been charged as part of the Operation, showing that the Garda Commis-
sioner is effectively deploying the substantial resources available to him in a targeted approach 
to confront those engaged in this form of criminality. The latest quarterly figures for burglary 
suggest that Operation Fiacla is having an impact, when compared with the quarterly figures 
prior to its introduction.

In addition to this specific operation, the Garda National Model of Community Policing 
plays a key part in responding to crime and is directed and supported each year by the Garda 
Síochána Annual Policing Plan.   Each Garda District and Divisional Officer also configures 
their policing response to local conditions to ensure that an appropriate policing service is 
delivered to rural areas. The Gardaí continue to work closely with communities to enhance 
community safety in a wide range of local fora, including the Joint Policing Committees, and 
through programmes such as Community Alert which operates in cooperation with the pro-
gramme partners, Muintir na Tíre, and has led to the establishment of 1,345 Community Alert 
groups countrywide.  

The Garda National Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before the House, outlines the Gar-
da Commissioner’s proposals for the continued reorganisation and consolidation of the Garda 
station and district network. Until recently, the Garda station network was essentially the same 
as the RIC network which obtained in 1922. Such a large-scale static deployment of resources is 
no longer appropriate, particularly as the transport and communications infrastructure has been 
transformed. The Garda Síochána has a class-leading police computer system, a state-of-the-art 
digital radio system and a transport fleet which is currently receiving significant investment. 
The centralisation of Garda services will facilitate the introduction of an enhanced grid patrol-
ling system that will be operational and intelligence led.  This patrol system will ensure that a 
high visibility and community oriented policing service continues to be delivered throughout 
the country. Furthermore, the new Garda rostering arrangements which were implemented last 
year provide a better match between Garda availability and policing demand. 

It is the Government’s intention to ensure that frontline services are maintained at the high-
est level possible through the most efficient use of resources.  The Commissioner enjoys my 
full support and that of the Government in continuing to confront crime in all its forms.  I have 
every confidence that he and everyone in An Garda Síochána will continue to deliver an effec-
tive police service in rural as in all other areas.    

Garda Strength

16/01/2013WRMM00100801. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide a 
breakdown of current Garda numbers for each of the stations in County Louth and a compara-
tive figure for Garda numbers when he came to office. [1493/13]

16/01/2013WRMM00200804. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the impact on Coun-
ty Louth in relation to the cuts announced for An Garda Siochána in Budget 2013; if there will 
be a reduction in Garda numbers in County Louth as a result of these cuts; if he will detail those 
reductions.  [1528/13]
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16/01/2013WRMM00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 801 and 804 together. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the personnel strength of each Garda Station in 
the Louth Garda Division, on 28 February 2011 and 30 November 2012, the closest dates for 
which figures are readily available, was as set out in the table.

Louth Garda Division 28/02/11 30/11/12
Ardee 30 28
Castlebellingham 3 4
Collon 6 6
Louth 1 1
Clougherhead 4 3
Drogheda 99 94
Dunleer 5 5
Blackrock 5 4
Carlingford 6 6
Dromad 7 7
Dundalk 132 123
Hackballscross 8 5
Omeath 5 4
TOTAL 311 290
The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 

of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, 
crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional 
and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible 
Garda service is provided to the public.   

16/01/2013WRMM00350Policing at Concerts

16/01/2013WRMM00400802. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action, if any, 
he has been taken against the promoters of concerts in the Phoenix Park, Dublin, last summer 
2012 which led to serious public order issues in the area; if he will take action to prevent further 
use of the Phoenix Park for such events in future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1521/13]

16/01/2013WRMM00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I set out in my response to 
the Deputy on 28 November 2012, the Garda Commissioner’s report on the review arising from 
the incidents which took place at the concert in question set out conclusions and lessons to be 
learned from the the review as well as proposed responses.

The Commissioner’s report included recommendations concerning risk assessment, venue 
suitability, and other relevant considerations in the particular context of any future proposed 
events in Phoenix Park.   As the Deputy will be aware, the licensing of such events is not a mat-
ter within my authority but I fully expect that the lessons learned will be taken into account by 
all concerned in this regard.  I am not sure what the Deputy has in mind when he refers to ac-
tions against the promoters but  I note the commitment of An Garda Síochána to do everything 
within its power, and to work with all the parties involved,  to ensure that there is no repetition 
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of the type of incidents which took place at the concert in question.  

Northern Ireland Issues

16/01/2013WRMM00600803. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has raised 
the serious recent incidents of violence in Belfast with the Minister for Justice of the Northern 
Ireland Executive; if he will raise in particular the outrageous attacks on the home of a SDLP 
councillor in Belfast by certain criminal elements; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [1522/13]

16/01/2013WRMM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have spoken with the North-
ern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford, and the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, 
Theresa Villiers, regarding the violence in Belfast and other towns in Northern Ireland in recent 
weeks.

We are at one in our strong concern at the attacks on the PSNI and the threats that have 
against public representatives from all parties, including attacks on their homes and offices.  I 
am sure this concern is also shared by this House.

There is also a widespread concern at the ongoing disruption to civic life in Northern Ire-
land, particularly to normal, commercial activity in Belfast.   This ongoing street violence sim-
ply cannot be justified.  There is no excuse for repeatedly subjecting the PSNI to vicious attacks 
and the elements who are orchestrating this violence are seeking only to create chaos.  The 
threats and attacks against public representatives are also outrageous and must cease.  If there 
are political issues to be addressed in Northern Ireland, the only way to do so is through peace-
ful and committed engagement in the democratic process.  In this connection, the Deputy will 
be aware that the Tánaiste, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, First Minister and Deputy 
First Minister will meet later this week and will discuss recent events.

Question No.804 answered with Question No. 801.

United Nations Conventions

16/01/2013WRMM00800805. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide details on the work of the Interdepartmental Committee on the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, namely the members of said committee; if 
a work programme has been developed by the committee; if the committee has made any find-
ings with regard to what is needed for ratification of the convention; if any reports have been 
received by the committee and the details of said reports; the organisations or groups the com-
mittee has engaged with; if the committee has prepared any advice for the Minister and details 
of said advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1590/13]

16/01/2013WRMM00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities under the chairman-
ship of my Department comprises representatives of the Departments of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht; Communications, Energy and Natural Resources;  Defence; Health; Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation; Education and Skills; Transport, Tourism & Sport; Environment, Community 
and Local Government; Social Protection; Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Office of Public 
Works.  Its purpose is not to make findings as such but to identify the legislative and admin-
istrative actions required to enable the State to ratify the Convention and advise the Minister 
accordingly.
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The committee has identified as part of its work programme, issues to be considered by 
various Government Departments.  It is a matter for those Departments to determine whether 
any actions are required in relation to these issues in advance of ratification and report back to 
the Committee. This work is ongoing in all Departments.  As part of the work programme the 
Committee also held a work shop for Departmental officials last year to assist Departments in 
their work in this regard.

Reports commissioned are for the purpose of assisting the Committee to carry out its work 
programme of putting together advice for me on outstanding issues that may need to be ad-
dressed in advance of ratification of the convention and as such are not themselves for publica-
tion. The Committee is aware of the concerns that have been raised by Disability organisations 
in relation to the UNCRPD through their contact with those groups via the National Disability 
Strategy Implementation Group. The work of the Committee is still on going and when a com-
prehensive list of outstanding issues has been identified the Committee will engage formally 
with the Disability Stakeholders.

Asylum Applications

16/01/2013WRMM01000806. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding immigration status in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [1594/13]

16/01/2013WRMM01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 30th May, 2008, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against her. She was also notified of her entitlement to apply for Subsidiary 
Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility for Pro-
tection) Regulations 2006.  

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  At that point, all representations submitted, including the 
information included with the Deputy’s Question, will be considered before a final decision is 
made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will 
be conveyed in writing to the person concerned. 

The Deputy might wish to note also that a representative of the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service wrote to the person concerned on 9th January, 2013 requesting specific 
information relating to her personal and domestic circumstances. Upon receipt of the requested 
information, the position in the State of the person concerned can be considered further.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
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the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Legal Aid Application Numbers

16/01/2013WRMM01200807. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to tack-
le the cost to the State of free legal aid; if he will provide up to date details of the costs involved 
and the number of clients involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1607/13]

16/01/2013WRMM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the provision of legal aid falls within two separate categories, i.e civil legal aid and criminal 
legal aid.  Details in respect of each category are as follows: 

Civil Legal Aid

In respect of civil legal aid, state funding of €32.922 million was allocated to the Legal Aid 
Board in 2012 and this level of funding has been maintained for this year. This covers funding 
for civil legal aid and advice, including legal services for asylum seekers, and also funding for 
the provision of the Family Mediation Service, for which the Board assumed responsibility in 
late 2011. There has been a significant increase in demand for civil legal aid services in recent 
years, with a greater number of people financially eligible as a result of the economic downturn. 
Final year figures for the number of cases handled in 2012 are not available but the outturn is 
likely to be similar to 2011, when there were, in total, over 23,650 legal aid and advice cases 
handled. 

In view of the substantial demand for civil legal aid and the waiting times to access services, 
the Legal Aid Board is focusing on maximising the effectiveness of the resources available to it 
to deliver a meaningful service. Amongst the measures taken recently to this end are initiatives 
to increase the use of mediation to resolve family disputes, which leads to reduced legal costs, 
and the introduction of a ‘triage’ service to ensure that clients receive initial legal advice within 
one month of making an application for legal services. The Board is also striving to make its 
law centre network as effective and efficient as possible and the recent introduction of a new 
legal case management system will help in this regard. I should also point out that the Board in-
troduced new conditions for retaining barristers in August 2012 which will result in lower fees 
paid to barristers in cases where they are instructed by Legal Aid Board solicitors.   

Criminal Legal Aid 

Expenditure on criminal legal aid for each of the past three years is set out in the table along 
with data as provided by the Courts Service on the number of legal aid certificates granted in 
the District Court.  It should be noted the number of certificates does not equate to the number 
of persons granted criminal legal aid as more than one certificate could be granted to any one 
person.  The number of legal aid certificates granted by the District Court in December 2012 is 
not yet available. 

Year Number of Certificates 
Granted 

Expenditure(€ million)

2010 55,412 56.544
2011 54,092 56.116
2012 46,293 (to end of Novem-

ber)
  50.534 (to end Dec)
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Under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, the Courts, through the judiciary, are 
responsible for the granting of criminal legal aid.  An applicant for legal aid must establish to 
the satisfaction of the court that his/her means are insufficient to enable him/her to pay for legal 
representation him/herself.  The Court must also be satisfied that, by reason of the gravity of the 
charge or exceptional circumstances, it is essential in the interests of justice that the applicant 
should have legal aid.  

The nature of the Scheme is that it is demand-led, driven by the incidence of crime, detec-
tion rates and prosecutions of cases through the courts systems.  This renders it difficult to an-
ticipate and control costs.  Since taking office I have introduced a number of adjustments to the 
fees available under the Scheme.  These included regulations which were introduced in 2011 
which imposed a reduction of 10% in the fees payable in the District Court.  Fees payable in 
the Circuit and higher courts were also decreased by 10% following the reduction in the fees 
payable by the Director of Public Prosecutions to prosecution practitioners.  A reduction of 
50% was applied to payments in respect of travel and subsistence.  As the Deputy will see from 
the table above, following these and other measures introduced in the course of 2011, a 10% 
reduction in expenditure was recorded in 2012 compared with 2011.  This is the first substantial 
reduction ever recorded under this scheme. 

Parallel with the cuts in fees in 2011, the Task Force on Cost Reductions on Criminal Legal 
Aid highlighted areas of change related to the structures and systems of the courts which could 
contribute to cost reductions, not just for legal aid but across the system in general.  Following 
that process, the Chief Justice and I established a Working Group towards the end of 2011 to 
monitor implementation of these efficiency measures in the Circuit and District Courts and to 
identify further measures which could be adopted.   This Group, whose work is on-going,  is 
pursuing initiatives which can contribute to achieving efficiencies and cost reductions in the 
system such as, for example, introducing a pilot programme centralising custody cases in four 
court Districts and the introduction of the pre-trial procedure on a pilot basis in the Dublin Cir-
cuit Criminal Court and the Midland Circuit Criminal Court.

Finally, a new Legal Aid Bill is planned to update and strengthen the system of granting 
legal aid including transferring responsibility for the administration of the Scheme to the Legal 
Aid Board.  I hope it will be possible to publish the Bill during the course of this year.

16/01/2013WRMM01350Refugee Status Applications

16/01/2013WRMM01400808. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of times he has revoked the refugee status of recognised refugees awarded by his Depart-
ment during his period as Minister; the reasons for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1743/13]

16/01/2013WRMM01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The revocation of a declara-
tion of refugee status is governed by section 21 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) and sec-
tion 11 of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006. 

Since becoming Minister on 9 March 2011, refugee status has been revoked in the cases of 
57 individuals. While grounds for revoking an individual’s refugee status can vary from case to 
case, the main ground that arises is where it has been found that the applicant provided false or 
misleading information to the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner or the Refugee 
Appeals Tribunal during the course of their asylum application.
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Garda Vetting of Personnel

16/01/2013WRMM01600809. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if staff in a uni-
versity library will be subject to the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau Bill should they 
take on transition year students under the age of 18 on work experience; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1804/13]

16/01/2013WRMM01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 was signed into law on 26 December 2012.  

This Act will require that persons providing work experience to children must be vetted. The 
Act defines a “child” as a person under 18 years of age. 

Schedule 1 to the Act sets out the types of activities which would constitute ‘relevant work 
or activities relating to children’.  The provision of educational or training activities is covered 
by paragraph 5 of Schedule 1. In addition, paragraph 10 of the schedule covers any activities in 
a university or third level education institution where a necessary and regular part of the activity 
involves contact with or access to children.    
  .

Naturalisation Applications

16/01/2013WRMM01800810. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
sider a waiver in relation to the requirement for period of residence outside the State under the 
Irish Nationality and Citizen Act 2004, in view of the person’s (details supplied) employment 
with the United Nations; if their employment as an Irish citizen will be considered as public 
Service on an exceptional basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1818/13]

16/01/2013WRMM01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 15A of the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister may, in his absolute 
discretion, grant the application for a Certificate of Naturalisation to the non-national spouse or 
civil partner of an Irish citizen if satisfied that the applicant has, inter alia, had a period of one 
year’s continuous residence in the State immediately before the date of the application; had, 
during the 4 years immediately preceding that period, a total residence in the island of Ireland 
amounting to 2 years; and intends in good faith to continue to reside in the island of Ireland 
after naturalisation.  

Any period of residence outside the island of Ireland, during which the applicant for a certif-
icate of naturalisation to which this section applies was married to or in a civil partnership with 
and living with his or her spouse/civil partner who is in the public service, shall be reckoned as a 
period of residence in the island of Ireland for the purposes of calculating residence under Sec-
tion 15A.  The Act defines “Public service” when used in relation to the employment of a person 
as employment in the service of the Government, whether or not in the civil service, or in the 
service of any public corporation or authority maintained wholly or partly out of public funds 
or in respect of which a Minister of State is responsible. Where this is the case, the requirement 
to intend to reside in the State after naturalisation is not applicable.

I have asked the immigration service of my Department to examine the particular circum-
stances of the case referred to by the Deputy and my officials will be in contact with the Deputy 
in due course. 

Court Sittings
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16/01/2013WRMM02000811. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his 
plans for the District Courts service; his plans to close the sittings of a court (details supplied) 
in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1877/13]

16/01/2013WRMM02100812. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his 
plans for the District Courts service; his plans to close the sittings of a District Court (details 
supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1878/13]

16/01/2013WRMM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 811 and 812 together.

As the Deputy may be aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, manage-
ment of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising 
its functions, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have 
been informed that the Courts Service has been reviewing all aspects of its organisational and 
operational structures throughout the country with the specific objective of ensuring that the 
Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front line court services and an appropriate 
level of service to court users.  I understand that no court venue has been singled out for or 
indeed exempted from the review and that both Birr and Edenderry District Courts have been 
identified as venues to be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the prepa-
ration of a business case.  

In this context the Courts Service has established a general framework within which such 
venues are being assessed taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, proximity 
to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc.  The likely 
impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is 
also taken into account.  The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based on 
the criteria applied, could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the 
preparation of a business case in respect of each identified venue which has now commenced.  

However, the Courts Service has assured me that no decision in relation to the future of Birr 
and Edenderry District Courts will be taken without prior consultation with local interested par-
ties and court users.  This consultation has commenced and the views received will be taken into 
account in the decision making process which will be a matter for the Courts Service Board.

Anti-Social Behaviour

16/01/2013WRMM02300813. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if reports regard-
ing anti-social behaviour at an estate (details supplied) in County Kerry will be addressed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1881/13]

16/01/2013WRMM02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is within the Killarney Garda Sub-district.  Local Garda 
management is aware of a number of incidents of anti-social behaviour at the location referred 
to.  The incidents in question are receiving appropriate Garda attention.  A Garda is assigned 
to liaise with the community and the Residents’ Association in the area and I am advised that a 
strong working relationship is in place between the community and local Gardaí. 

I am further informed that the area is patrolled regularly by uniform and plain clothes crime 
prevention patrols, which are augmented by Detective Unit and Community Policing Unit pa-
trols together with the Divisional Traffic Unit when available.
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Local Garda Management closely monitors such patrols, and other operational strategies 
in place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the area concerned in order to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public. I am advised that Garda Management is satisfied that a full and comprehensive 
policing service is being delivered in the area concerned and that the situation is being kept 
under review.

16/01/2013WRMM02450Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRMM02500814. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his Department 
in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1909/13]

16/01/2013WRMM02600818. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his Depart-
ment in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2040/13]

16/01/2013WRMM02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 814 and 818 together.

I wish to refer the Deputy to pages 94-101 of the 2012 Revised Estimates for Public Ser-
vices which can be accessed via the following link http://per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/REV-
2012-Final.pdf .

A number of non-statutory bodies, which are under the remit of my Department, received 
direct funding from Vote 24 during 2012, for example, the Commission for the Support of Vic-
tims of Crime, the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal, the Forensic Science Laboratory, 
the Parole Board, the Probation Service and the State Pathology Service.

Depending on the definition applied, our records indicate that the number of “other than 
statutory” bodies which might come within the ambit of the Deputy’s Questions could run to 
thousands. Given the potential number of bodies and the detail requested a disproportionate 
amount of staff time and resources would be required in order to attempt to provide the Deputy 
with such information. If the Deputy has in mind a specific group of bodies I would be happy 
to examine any request for information in respect of those bodies.

Garda Resources

16/01/2013WRMM02800815. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding policing in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1954/13]

16/01/2013WRMM02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, 
throughout the organisation. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context 
of crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional 
and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible 
Garda service is provided to the public. 

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the strength of the Kerry Division, 
broken down by District and station, as of the 30 November 2012, the latest date for which fig-
ures are readily available is set out in the table.
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Division District Station Total
Kerry Caherciveen Baile An Sceilg 1

Caherciveen 19
Castlemaine 1
Glenbeigh 1
Killorglin 12
Portmagee 1
Sneem 1
Valentia Island 1

Total 37
Killarney Beaufort 1

Castleisland 25
Farranfore 2
Kenmare 9
Kilgarvan 1
Killarney 51

Total 89
Listowel Ballybunion 6

Ballyduff 1
Ballyheigue 1
Brosna 1
Knocknagoshel 1
Listowel 42
Lixnaw 1
Tarbert 2

Total 55
Tralee Abbeydorney 1

An Daingean 10
Annascaul 1
Ardfert 2
Baile an Fheirtearaig 1
Castlegregory 2
Fenit 1
Tralee 99

Total 117
Divisional Total 298

Senior Garda Management are satisfied that a comprehensive policing service continues to 
be delivered and that current structures in place meet the requirement to deliver an effective and 
efficient policing service to the community. 

Garda Investigations

16/01/2013WRMM03000816. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the investigations into the bombing at Belturbet, County Cavan, of December 1972 
which caused the death of two young persons; if he is satisfied with the level of cooperation 
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from statutory agencies outside the jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1956/13]

16/01/2013WRMM03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The bombing at Belturbet on 
28 December 1972 was a senseless act of violence in which two young people tragically and 
needlessly lost their lives.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that a thorough investigation into the bombing was 
carried out at the time by the local Gardaí.  They were assisted in this by experts from Garda 
Headquarters and from the Army.  The Garda authorities have indicated to me that the investi-
gation would have been conducted in accordance with normal procedures in place at that time 
and that there was also liaison with the authorities in Northern Ireland.  Although every avenue 
of enquiry was pursued at the time, there was, however, no evidence to allow the perpetrators 
of this atrocity to be brought before the Courts.

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that the investigation into these murders re-
mains open and should any new evidence emerge from any source, it will be actively pursued 
by An Garda Síochána.

Courts Service Issues

16/01/2013WRMM03200817. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the future security of courthouses in Killorglin, Dingle, Caherciveen and Kenmare 
County Kerry; if the public can be assured that these court services will continue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1976/13]

16/01/2013WRMM03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have 
been informed that the Courts Service has been reviewing all aspects of its organisational and 
operational structures throughout the country with the specific objective of ensuring that the 
Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front line court services and an appropriate lev-
el of service to court users.  I understand that no court venue has been singled out for or indeed 
exempted from the review and that Killorglin, Dingle, Caherciveen and Kenmare courthouses 
have been identified as venues to be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and 
the preparation of a business case.  

In this context the Courts Service has established a general framework within which such 
venues are being assessed taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, proximity 
to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc.  The likely 
impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is 
also taken into account.  The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based on 
the criteria applied, could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the 
preparation of a business case in respect of each identified venue.  

However, the Courts Service has assured me that no decision in relation to the future of Kil-
lorglin, Dingle, Caherciveen and Kenmare courthouses will be taken without prior consultation 
with local interested parties and court users.  This consultation will commence shortly and the 
views received will be taken into account in the decision making process which will be a matter 
for the Courts Service Board.        
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Question No. 818 answered with Question No. 814.

Naval Service Vessels

16/01/2013WRMM03400819. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if there is currently a plan, 
involving costs and a timetable, on future acquisitions of other vessels or upgrading for the Irish 
Naval Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58199/12]

16/01/2013WRMM03500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  A strategy for the replacement of Naval 
Service Offshore Patrol Vessels is currently in train. A contract was signed in October, 2010 
with Babcock Marine in the United Kingdom for the provision of two new Offshore Patrol 
Vessels (OPV’s). The acquisition of these modern new vessels, combined with a continuous 
process of refurbishment and repair on the other vessels in the fleet, will ensure that the op-
erational capability of the Naval Service is maintained at a satisfactory level and that the most 
up to date equipment is available to Naval Service personnel. The cost of the provision of the 
two new ships is €108m, exclusive of VAT. In addition, the cost of providing a weapons system 
for the ships, similar to the systems on LE Roisin and LE Niamh, is €7.8m, exclusive of VAT.   
Preparations for the construction of the ships have commenced in Appledore, UK. The build of 
the first ship is well advanced and the build of the second ship will commence in the near future. 
The first ship is scheduled for delivery in early 2014. The second ship will follow one year later.

I am satisfied that the equipment issued to the Naval Service is in keeping with the most 
modern requirements and the highest international standards. The ongoing investment in the 
Naval Service will ensure that this remains to be the case. 

16/01/2013WRNN00150Departmental Budgets

16/01/2013WRNN00200820. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Defence his plans to increase the Civil 
Defence budget for Longford-Westmeath to increase training requirements and improve the 
quality of services and contingencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1645/13]

16/01/2013WRNN00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department funds Civil Defence opera-
tions at local authority level to a maximum of 70% of approved expenditure.  The balance of 
30% is funded by the local authority.  Despite cuts in funding across many Departments and 
State Bodies I have succeeded in maintaining overall funding for Civil Defence in 2013 at the 
same level as in the previous two years.  Consequently it has been possible to maintain the 
current levels of grant-aid paid by my Department to local authorities to support their Civil 
Defence activities. 

I regard this investment in supporting Civil Defence activities nationally as excellent value 
for money and it is my intention to maintain that level of funding in so far as possible as re-
sources permit.

The present system of allocation of grants to local authorities has been in place for many 
years. In seeking to ensure that the distribution of funding to and among local authorities is car-
ried out in the most efficient and effective manner my Department has commenced a review of 
the grants allocation system. 

16/01/2013WRNN00350Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers
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16/01/2013WRNN00400821. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Defence the number of regulatory impact 
assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past twelve months; and the list 
of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department in the past twelve months.  
[57757/12]

16/01/2013WRNN00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): There have been no Regulatory Impact 
Assessments carried out by my Department in the past twelve months.  The Department of De-
fence is not a regulatory authority as commonly understood.  The Defence Acts and Regulations 
made thereunder are for the most part, focused on the Defence Forces only and do not apply to 
the ordinary citizen or to business.  Notwithstanding this, the Department applies the principles 
set out in the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) Guidelines issued by the Department of the 
Taoiseach where appropriate.

16/01/2013WRNN00550Departmental Bodies Abolition

16/01/2013WRNN00600822. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in 
tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, which are fi-
nanced from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been abolished, merged 
or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been realised since the 
changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if he will provide details 
of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [57875/12]

16/01/2013WRNN00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment when the Government took office were the Civil Defence Board, the Board of Coiste an 
Asgard and the Army Pensions Board.  The Civil Defence Board is the only body under the 
aegis of my Department which was identified in the Public Service Reform Plan as a body to 
be abolished.  The Civil Defence Board was established in 2003 following the enactment of the 
Civil Defence Act 2002.  Legislation was passed by the Oireachtas in December 2012 for the 
dissolution of the Board and the transfer of its functions back to the Department of Defence.  
This is anticipated to realise an annual saving of €60,000 in running costs.

Coiste an Asgard was the company set up to manage the National Sail Training Scheme.  In 
September 2008, the company’s sail training vessel ‘Asgard II’ sank in the Bay of Biscay.  In 
December 2009, the previous Government announced that the National Sail Training Scheme 
was to be discontinued and the funding for 2010 was cancelled.  Up to and including 2009, the 
company had been receiving funding from the National Lottery of approximately €800,000 per 
annum. 

The Company has been inactive since and there is no crew or staff left on the payroll.  The 
winding-up process is well advanced and it is anticipated that the company will be in a position 
to close early in 2013.

There are no plans to merge or abolish the Army Pensions Board.

16/01/2013WRNN00750Defence Forces Reserve Funding

16/01/2013WRNN00800823. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Defence the amount of fund-
ing allocated to the Reserve Defence Forces during each of the past ten years. [58038/12]

16/01/2013WRNN00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Subhead A5, formerly Subhead D, of the 
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Defence Vote is entirely devoted to the Reserve Defence Force (RDF).  This subhead included 
the provision for RDF training, gratuities, allowances and grants paid into unit funds.

The annual provision and outturn for Subhead A5, as per the Revised Estimates, for the 
years 2002 to 2012 is set out in the tabular statement below:

SUBHEAD A5 Provision(€’000) Outturn(€’000)
2002 11,139 10,499
2003 11,570 11,106
2004 12,129 11,234
2005 12,553 10,542
2006 13,001 9,728
2007 12,541 8,839
2008 10,459 9,138
2009 8,900 6,651
2010 4,700 4,014
2011 4,386 3,935
2012 4,386 3,679
As the RDF is a constituent part of the Defence Forces there are a range of other costs that 

are encompassed within other subheads of the Defence Vote.  These include the cost of PDF 
staff assigned to work with the Reserve, property related costs and other costs.  Details of these 
costs over the period 2006 - 2011 are available in the Value for Money Review of the Reserve 
Defence Force which was published in November 2012.

16/01/2013WRNN00950Jobs Initiative

16/01/2013WRNN01000824. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the 2012 targets set for his 
Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report on the attainment or 
otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is taking within his De-
partment to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1279/13]

16/01/2013WRNN01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The JobBridge National Internship Scheme 
is a key part of the Government’s Jobs Initiative and has been set up with a view to giving job 
seekers the opportunity to take part in a quality internship with a host organisation.  Since the 
launch of the National Internship Scheme the Defence Forces have identified 66 internship op-
portunities, and 4 have been identified on the civil side of the Department of Defence. 

18 jobseekers have commenced their internships with the Defence Forces and 4 with the 
Department of Defence, two of whom have recently secured full time employment outside of 
the Department of Defence.

In addition, the Air Corps has in recent times facilitated the training of 15 redundant Air 
Craft Maintenance apprentices formerly employed by SR Technics who were being trained 
under a FÁS apprentice scheme, and the Air Corps subsequently provided 24 weeks work ex-
perience for 2 of these apprentices.

16/01/2013WRNN01150Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRNN01200825. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of 
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the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his Department in 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1902/13]

16/01/2013WRNN01300826. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of 
the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his Department in 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2033/13]

16/01/2013WRNN01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 825 and 
826 together. 

 The following non-statutory organisations are partially funded by my Department:

ORGANISATION 2012
GRANTS TO VETERAN ASSOCIATIONS
Irish United Nations Veterans Association 
(IUNVA)

€10,000

Organisation of National Ex-servicemen 
and women (ONE)

€40,000

GRANTS TO REPRESENTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Permanent Defence Force Other Ranks 
Representative Association (PDFORRA)

€68,568

Reserve Defence Force Representative As-
sociation (RDFRA)

€52,694

MISCELLANEOUS 
Military History Society of Ireland €2,442
In addition to the funding outlined above, the Representative Association of Commissioned 

Officers (RACO) and RDFRA are provided with office accommodation without charge.  Per-
sonnel are seconded to RACO and PDFORRA on a non-recoupment basis.  Currently, there are 
2 officers seconded to RACO and 3 enlisted personnel to PDFORRA.

My Department does not fully fund any non-statutory bodies.

16/01/2013WRNN01450Poultry Industry

16/01/2013WRNN01500827. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the keeping of fowl in a residential area (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1435/13]

16/01/2013WRNN01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is no 
obstacle in the legislation implemented by my Department to the keeping of poultry for do-
mestic use in residential or other areas. My Department has no plans to introduce any such 
legislation.  However, any environmental consequences arising from the keeping of poultry in 
residential areas are matters that come within the remit of the local authorities.

16/01/2013WRNN01650Coastal Protection

16/01/2013WRNN01700828. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ap-
plications for funding that were made by Fingal County Council for coastal protection schemes 
when this brief was under his Department’s remit. [1758/13]
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16/01/2013WRNN01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Coastal 
Protection & Management functions previously held by my Department were transferred to the 
Office of Public Works with effect from January 2009 along with any files relating to that area.  
Any enquiries in relation to applications made by Fingal County Council for funding in respect 
of Coastal Protection works, past or present, should be directed to that office.

16/01/2013WRNN01850Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRNN01900829. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the 
past twelve months; and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Depart-
ment in the past twelve months. [57753/12]

16/01/2013WRNN02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The necessity 
to perform regulatory impact assessments did not arise in my Department in the past twelve 
months.

16/01/2013WRNN02050Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRNN02100830. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment for REP scheme 4 will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57779/12]

16/01/2013WRNN02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  Following an inspection in 2012 an area discrepancy 
was discovered between the REPS plan and the Single Farm Application for 2012 which has 
resulted in the need for further clarification.  This issue is currently being investigated with the 
intention of an early resolution and payment in respect of 2012.

16/01/2013WRNN02250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRNN02300831. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding disadvantaged area payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; if the payment will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57790/12]

16/01/2013WRNN02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment un-
der the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued to the person named on 24 December 2012, 
directly to the nominated bank account.

16/01/2013WRNN02450Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

16/01/2013WRNN02500832. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he is taking to increase Irish food production; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [57799/12]

16/01/2013WRNN02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Food Harvest 
2020 (FH2020) is the overall blueprint for the development of the agriculture, food, fisheries 
and forestry sector for the next decade.  As the Deputy will be aware, this report  set value 
growth targets in primary production, exports and value-added products.  These targets will be 
achieved through a combination of increased production levels as well as enhanced efficiency 
and competitiveness measures.  I chair the Food Harvest Implementation Committee (HLIC) 
and through this HLIC, which involves the senior executives of the agri-food sector’s state 
agencies, my focus is to achieve increased productivity at farm level. 

FH2020 contained over 100 recommendations specifically directed at improving farm level 
efficiency.  These involve a range of issues including knowledge transfer, genomics, competi-
tiveness, animal welfare and restructuring which are progressed on a continuous basis by the 
HLIC.  The latest Food Harvest progress report ‘Milestones for Success 2012’ (page 3) gives an 
update on each of these recommendations as well as a good overview on progress achieved to 
date;  see the following link  http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-foodindustry/
foodharvest2020/Report2012Milestonesforsucces021112.pdf  

Within that context, I would highlight two areas of specific relevance to your question.  To 
meet the ambitious targets for the agriculture and food industry, Teagasc has developed nine 
road maps, covering dairy, suckler beef, pigs, sheep, tillage, forestry, horticulture, food and 
the environment.  These set out the technical performance required at farm level to meet the 
FH2020 targets and also take account of environmental and land-use implications of changes. 
Having explored the research and advisory actions required, the necessary actions are included 
in  annual Business Plans and communicated to farmers.

Improved knowledge transfer is key area for increasing productivity and my Department 
has allocated additional funding to encourage efficiency gains at farm level  Following on from 
the very successful dairy efficiency programme, farmer discussion groups, funded by this De-
partment, were extended to the beef, sheep and cereal sectors.  Currently over 11,000 farmers 
are involved in these groups which are improving competitiveness and efficiency at farm level 
through adoption of best practice in grassland management, breeding and financial manage-
ment. 

These and other similar efficiency measures are the steps being taken to increase production 
levels and attain the targets set in Food Harvest 2020. 

16/01/2013WRNN02650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRNN02700833. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an agri-environment options scheme application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57803/12]

16/01/2013WRNN02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An AEOS 
3 application was received in the Johnstown Castle Office of my Department from the person 
named on 28 November 2012.  The closing date for receipt of applications was Friday 7 De-
cember and approximately 10,000 applications have been submitted.  All applications received 
are now being processed with a view to issuing approvals to successful applicants as soon as 
possible.
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16/01/2013WRNN02850European Union Solidarity Fund

16/01/2013WRNN02900834. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine if he has explored the possibility of applying to the EU Solidarity Fund as a means 
of addressing the fodder crisis looming as a result of excessive rainfall in 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57825/12]

16/01/2013WRNN03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Union Solidarity Fund is aimed primarily at providing funding to Member States in the 
event of a natural disaster.

I am very conscious of the significant problems and pressures that the very heavy rainfall 
last year has caused for farmers.  I also fully appreciate the value and importance of the scheme 
payments to farmers and I remain committed to ensuring that the maximum numbers are paid at 
the earliest possible date, mindful, of course, of the over-riding necessity to ensure compliance 
with the governing EU requirements.  In this regard, a total of €1,205million in Single Farm 
Payments was made by the end of 2012, the completion of a cycle of payments that commenced 
on 1st October with an advance payment agreed as a means of mitigating against the worst ef-
fects of the weather crisis.  In addition, some €200million was discharged in DAS payments as 
well as €253 million for both REPS and AEOS by year end.

Teagasc and the Agriculture Consultants Association have been very active in providing 
advice and assistance for farmers affected by the bad weather.  A series of public meetings were 
held across the country to address fodder / financial and social aspects of the weather crisis.  

16/01/2013WRNN03050Transport of Animals

16/01/2013WRNN03100835. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine when approval will be granted on the applications submitted for ships for the live 
export of cattle; the number and type of animals to be transported; the reason for the delay in 
granting such approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57829/12]

16/01/2013WRNN03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The require-
ments for approval of dedicated vessels for the carriage of cattle by sea are contained in the 
Diseases of Animals (Carriage of Cattle by Sea) Orders, 1996 and 1998.

A boat (which is currently in Istanbul) is scheduled for re-inspection in mid-January and, 
subject to a satisfactory report, approval will take place shortly thereafter.  The number and type 
of cattle to be exported is a matter for commercial interests in the live export trade.

16/01/2013WRNN03250Air Pollution

16/01/2013WRNN03300836. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
investigate the damage caused to animal and crops by industries namely the ESB and a multi 
national alumina industry named in the European Environmental Agency report, in November 
2011 revealing the cost of air pollution from industrial facilites in Europe. [57849/12]

16/01/2013WRNN03400837. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
investigate the cost involved to the agriculture sector in general following the European Envi-
ronmental Agency findings against the ESB and a multi national alumina industry. [57850/12]



16 January 2013

605

16/01/2013WRNN03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 836 and 837 together. 

I would refer the Deputy to the reply given by the Minister for Environment, Community 
and Local Government to written Parliamentary Question No. 296 on Tuesday 11th December 
2012 (reference  55235/12).  This is a matter in the first instance for the Minister for Environ-
ment Community and Local Government and the Environmental Protection  Agency. 

The EEA study referenced in the questions did not assess whether the emissions of a given 
facility are consistent with its legal requirements.  There has been no breach of IPPC licensing 
conditions by ESB or other power plants.  Monitoring undertaken by the EPA has shown that 
total emissions from such plants are consistently below the levels prescribed to ensure adequate 
protection of human health and the environment.

16/01/2013WRNN03550Coastal Protection

16/01/2013WRNN03600838. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
outline the applications made by Fingal County Council for funding in relation to coastal pro-
tection schemes when that brief was under his Department’s remit.  [57854/12]

16/01/2013WRNN03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Coastal 
Protection & Management functions previously held by my Department were transferred to the 
Office of Public Works with effect from January 2009 along with any files relating to that area.  
Any enquiries in relation to applications made by Fingal County Council for funding in respect 
of Coastal Protection works, past or present, should be directed to that office

16/01/2013WROO00150Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO00200839. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment under the suckler welfare scheme will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57870/12]

16/01/2013WROO00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 17 animals for the 2012 Suckler Scheme in 2012 which included a set of 
twins.  As payment is made on the number of eligible suckler cows in a herd for a given year, 
only 16 animals can be considered.  

Payment was made in respect of 11 of these animals on 24 December 2012.  Issues have 
been identified in relation to the remaining 5 animals and a letter has issued to the person named 
on 10 January 2013 regarding this aspect.  The matter cannot be further progressed until these 
issues have been resolved.

16/01/2013WROO00350Departmental Bodies Abolition

16/01/2013WROO00400840. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other enti-
ties, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been 
abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have 
been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; 
if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [57871/12]

16/01/2013WROO00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
currently 12 State Bodies that fall under the aegis of my Department:

1. Aqua Licensing Appeals Board

2. Bord Bia

3. Bord na gCon

4. Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM)

5. Coillte

6. Horse Racing Ireland

7. Irish National Stud

8. Marine Institute

9. National Milk Agency

10. Sea Fisheries Protection Authority

11. Teagasc

12. Veterinary Council of Ireland

My Department has neither established nor abolished any quasi-Governmental organisation 
or agency, since March 2011 apart from the Beef Policy 2020 Activation Group which was 
established in February 2011 and then dissolved in June 2011 following the presentation of its 
report to me.  Of the forty six bodies listed as candidates for critical review by end June 2012 
in the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan, published in November 2011 by the Depart-
ment for Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) three from this Department   were reviewed 
for possible abolition or merger; 

1. National Milk Agency   –  to consider abolishing or merging with Bord Bia

2. Irish Marine Development Office   – functions to be subsumed into the Marine Institute

3. Bord Iascaigh Mhara   (BIM) – to consider subsuming certain functions into this Depart-
ment.  (The marketing functions of BIM had been transferred to Bord Bia prior to the period in 
question).

Following the outcomes of these reviews it has been decided that the National Milk Agency 
will not be abolished nor merged with Bord Bia.  BIM’s functions will not be subsumed into 
this Department and as the Irish Marine Development Office is already integrated with the Ma-
rine Institute from an administrative perspective no further action is required.

16/01/2013WROO00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO00600841. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the outstanding agri-environment option scheme payment in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[57886/12]
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16/01/2013WROO00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is not a participant in the agri-environments options scheme. However the person named 
did commence REPS 4 in June 2009 and has received payments for the first three years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have been completed in this case and 
the 75% Year 4 payment issued on 10th January 2013 for the amount of €6196.49.  The balanc-
ing 25% payment issued on 15th January 2013 for the amount of €2065.49.

16/01/2013WROO00750Fisheries Protection

16/01/2013WROO00800842. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will supply a timeline, with documentary evidence of steps taken and decisions made by 
the management cell to deal with continued high sea lice levels recorded at a salmon farming 
operation (details supplied) in County Donegal throughout 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57891/12]

16/01/2013WROO00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The specific 
measures for the control of sea lice are set out in the “Strategy for improved pest control on 
Irish salmon farms”  published by my Department in 2008.  In accordance with this Strategy, 
when lice levels above the treatment trigger level are recorded at an offshore salmon farm a 
notice to treat is issued to the operator by the Marine Institute.  If the initial treatment is not 
successful in reducing lice infestations to the required level a second notice to treat is issued, if 
the subsequent treatment does not result in reduction of lice infestation to the desired level the 
management cell process is invoked.

In relation to the site identified by the Deputy, the first management cell was held on the 
30th  of May 2012.  While significant reductions in lice levels had been observed following 
treatments in late April levels in May were above the treatment trigger levels.  The management 
cell, in consultation with the veterinary surgeon responsible for fish health at the site, recom-
mended the use of new equipment to enhance the efficiency & efficacy of treatments and a 
follow up inspection to assess the outcome.  While levels in June were below treatment trigger 
levels, by July lice levels at the site were again above treatment trigger levels.  A second man-
agement cell was convened on 29 August.

The management cell on 29 August concluded that all reasonable efforts to control lice 
levels at the site were being taken.  It further concluded that having regard to the prevailing 
high water temperatures, the health status of the fish, the age and size of the stock and the time 
of year relative to the migration season of wild stocks that the most appropriate option was to 
carry out an accelerated harvest of all stock to ensure that the site would be fallow by the end 
of December 2012. 

The stocks were harvested and the site was fallow by 19 December 2012. 

My Department’s policy on sea lice controls in relation to farmed salmon is strictly evidence 
based.  The control protocols as illustrated above are operated by the Marine Institute on behalf 
of the State and are more advanced that those operated in other jurisdictions for the following 
reasons:

- the inspection regime is totally independent of the industry
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- data obtained as a result of inspections is published

- treatment trigger levels are set at a low level

These controls are regarded as representing best practice internationally.

16/01/2013WROO00950Renewable Energy Generation Issues

16/01/2013WROO01000843. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
position on biomass as a renewable energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57949/12]

16/01/2013WROO01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Biomass 
sourced from forests and specially grown energy crops such as willow, coppice and miscanthus 
has an important role to play as a source of renewable energy.  Over one third of the annual 
forest harvest in the form of wood chips, wood pellets and firewood, or close on one million 
tonnes, is now used for energy generation.  Forest road grants, provided by my Department to 
enable first thinning of plantations, and the broadleaf thinning grant, are important measures in 
supporting the delivery of forest-based biomass for energy use. Grant-aid under the Bioenergy 
Scheme also supports the establishment of the energy crops willow and miscanthus.  My De-
partment also supports the development of wood fuel quality standards and assurance systems, 
and provides technical advice through the web site woodenergy.ie, aimed at increasing the use 
of wood fuels and supporting business development.

The Deputy may be aware that the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources, Pat Rabbitte, T.D., has announced his intention to publish a National Bioenergy Strat-
egy shortly.  This strategy will examine all aspects of the bioenergy sector so as to inform the 
actions required to maximise its contribution to achieving the 2020 targets under the Renewable 
Energy Directive.  My Department is working closely with Minister Rabbitte’s Department in 
assessing the potential of bioenergy from the agriculture and forestry sectors, including biomass 
resources, to contribute to the 2020 targets.

16/01/2013WROO01150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WROO01200844. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers in County Kerry in receipt of the single farm payment scheme in 2012. 
[57950/12]

16/01/2013WROO01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 
7,508 farmers in Kerry have to date received payment under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme, 
representing over 99% of all applicants who are eligible under the Scheme.

16/01/2013WROO01350Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO01400845. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons in receipt of a single farm payment totalling €2,000 or less; €2,000-€5,000; 
€50,000-€70,000; €100,000 or more. [57951/12]

16/01/2013WROO01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The details 
sought by the Deputy are set out in the following table.
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Range Number Paid
Less than €2,000                        22,155
Greater than €2,000 and less than €5,000     29,621
Greater than €50,000 and less than €70,000     1,182
Greater than €100,000                       227

16/01/2013WROO01550Fishing Industry Development

16/01/2013WROO01600846. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
matters discussed at the meeting of EU Fisheries Ministers in Brussels during the week of De-
cember 17-21, 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57952/12]

16/01/2013WROO01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Decem-
ber EU Fisheries Council Meeting consisted of two very challenging days of intensive negotia-
tions setting the TAC and quota for fish stocks for 2013.  My primary aim from the outset was 
to achieve an outcome that protected the overall interests of the Irish fishing industry while 
respecting the most up-to-date scientific advice for stocks of critical importance to our fleets.  
I am pleased that we have secured a good deal for Irish fishermen at the EU Fisheries Council 
that will support our fishing industry over the coming year and which is sustainable in terms of 
the fish stocks on which we are dependant.

During the negotiations an additional 6,400 tonnes of whitefish quotas were secured for 
Ireland over those proposed in the Commission proposal.  At the end of the negotiations which 
set fish quotas for 2013, I was satisfied to have secured some 36,538 tonnes of whitefish and 
180,000 of pelagic (mackerel, herring etc) quotas.  The direct value of the total package for the 
Irish fishing fleet will be €213 million for 2013.  The value to the overall Irish economy will be 
significantly higher when the added value in onshore processing is included.

The quotas finally agreed by Council were very significantly increased from those originally 
proposed by the European Commission for the 2013 fishing year and despite the difficult initial 
starting position, where I was facing large cuts in over 30 stocks of interest to Ireland, the re-
sult achieved is a good deal for the Irish fishing industry.  We have secured increases from last 
year for key stocks including increased prawn quota in all areas totalling 8,733 tonnes and an 
increased whiting quota in the Celtic Sea amounting to 6,812 tonnes.

The package of quotas secured will support the economies of those coastal communities 
which are dependent on the resulting employment created both at sea and in onshore related 
industries.

16/01/2013WROO01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO01800847. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of the agri-environment options scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [57966/12]

16/01/2013WROO01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1st   September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €909.15 in respect of 
2011.  

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
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comprehensive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land 
Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  This process is 
currently underway in respect of the 2012 scheme year and once successfully completed pay-
ment will issue at the earliest opportunity.

16/01/2013WROO01950Coillte Teoranta Lands

16/01/2013WROO02000848. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding mineral rights and the sale of Coillte assets via the new era project; 
if the mineral rights in the grounds beneath the forests form part of the sale; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [57972/12]

16/01/2013WROO02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to the 
Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be consid-
ered for sale, Coillte Board and management have been actively engaged with NewERA, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department to examine the financial 
and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets.  The outcome of the 
overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its conclusion.

I understand that if there are minerals on the Coillte estate, the rights to them are reserved to 
the State.  I want to reiterate that it is a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests 
that is currently being considered for sale.

16/01/2013WROO02150Animal Welfare Issues

16/01/2013WROO02200849. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 361 of 11 December 2012, if he will confirm that dog 
pounds, rescues and shelters will be subject to the provisions of the Animal Health and Welfare 
Bill; if he intends to undertake co-operative action with the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government which is only responsible for the control of these animals 
to ensure the highest standards of animal welfare are maintained in all establishments that keep 
dogs and horses.  [57987/12]

16/01/2013WROO02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Animal 
Health and Welfare Bill consolidates a wide range of existing legislation.  As such, it will ap-
ply in many situations affecting the welfare of animals and, therefore, will be enforceable by a 
range of state bodies such as An Gardai, customs officers and local authorities. 

Section 37(2) of the Bill provides that local authorities may appoint their own personnel 
as Authorised Officers.  My Department will be happy to offer advice to the Local Authority 
Veterinary Service about the application of these functions where necessary.  Establishments 
such as dog pounds, shelters etc will be subject to the general provisions of the Bill which en-
shrines the so-called Five Freedoms of animal and, in doing so, sets out general horizontal rules 
on feed, shelter, healthcare and welfare that will apply to all animals under the care of humans.  
These rules will complement the specific provisions of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 
2010.

16/01/2013WROO02350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO02400850. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding an agri-environmental options scheme 2 payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58007/12]

16/01/2013WROO02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st  September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks issues 
were identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Species Rich Grassland and Traditional 
Hay Meadow actions.  My Department is currently examining these issues and once satisfacto-
rily resolved, payment will issue at the earliest opportunity.

16/01/2013WROO02550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO02600851. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the REP scheme 4 payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; when the payment will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [58014/12]

16/01/2013WROO02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payment for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have been completed and 2012 pay-
ments have commenced. The 75% Year 5 payment issued to the person named on 10th January 
2013 for the amount of €4,070.55.  The balancing 25% payment will issue shortly.

16/01/2013WROO02750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WROO02800852. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person who purchases land that has no single payment entitlements will be entitled to claim the 
disadvantaged areas scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58048/12]

16/01/2013WROO02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that eligibility under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme is separate from eligibility under the 
Single Payment Scheme and, specifically, that the absence of Single Payment entitlements does 
not, of itself, disbar a person from consideration under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.

In order to be eligible for payment under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme an appli-
cant was required, in his/her own right, to:

- Be a person aged 18 years or over;

- Hold a valid Herd Number issued by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine;

- Occupy and farm in ones own right and at ones own risk a minimum of 3 hectares of forage 
land, situated in an area within the State designated as a Disadvantaged Area and classified as 
Less Severely Handicapped Lowland or as a Coastal Area with Specific Handicaps or as More 
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Severely Handicapped Lowland or as Mountain Type Grazing; 

- Submit a valid 2012 Single Payment Scheme application form; Undertake to farm and 
manage the land applied on in 2012, for the full calendar year; 

- Undertake to remain in farming in a Disadvantaged Area for 5 years from the date of the 
first payment of a Disadvantaged Areas Scheme payment; 

- Comply with Cross Compliance requirements as set down in EU legislation (Directives 
and Regulation) on the environment, food safety, animal health and welfare, and plant health 
and must maintain the farm in good agricultural and environmental condition (GAEC); 

- Have a holding that meets the minimum stocking levels for 2012 as specified; In relation to 
any mountain commonage that is farmed, be a participant under REPS/AEOS or any National 
Scheme that may be in place or be compliant with the relevant Commonage Framework Plan; 

- Co-operate fully with Department staff, or its’ Agents, in relation to any inspection or any 
request for documentation; 

- No payment shall be made in favour of beneficiaries for whom it is established that they 
artificially created the conditions required for obtaining such payments with a view to obtaining 
an advantage contrary to the objectives of that support scheme.

16/01/2013WROO02950Coillte Teoranta Lands

16/01/2013WROO03000853. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the purpose to which the funds resulting from the sale of 1109 acres, 449 ha. of forest 
near Ballybofey, County Donegal will be put; if the funds will be diverted into the pensions of 
Coillte workers; if this sale has anything to do with the sale of State assets via the NewERA 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58052/12]

16/01/2013WROO03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the sale and acquisition of land which take place regu-
larly, are the responsibility of the company.  The use of the proceeds from these sales is also an 
operational matter for the company.

The proposed sale of this land is separate from the Government decision concerning a pos-
sible concession for the sale of harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests – this matter is currently be-
ing examined.  As originally announced by the Government in February 2012, the consideration 
about the sale of certain forestry assets of Coillte excludes the sale of land.

16/01/2013WROO03150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WROO03200854. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when disadvantaged area payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58062/12]

16/01/2013WROO03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number, their derogation application having been unsuccessful, who were of-
fered the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee.  To date, this 
option has not been availed of. Should the applicant choose to appeal, it will be referred to the 
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DAS Appeals Committee.

16/01/2013WROO03350Fisheries Protection

16/01/2013WROO03400855. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of retired naval personnel currently employed by the Sea Fisheries Protection Author-
ity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58071/12]

16/01/2013WROO03500856. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons employed by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority that are currently in 
receipt of a pension from the Department of Defence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [58072/12]

16/01/2013WROO03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 855 and 856 together.

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) is an independent statutory body and the 
question relates to operational aspects in which I have no direct role. 

My Department will forward these requests to the SFPA for consideration and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WROO03650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WROO03700857. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath will be paid their disadvantaged and suckler 
cow payments for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58101/12]

16/01/2013WROO03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 12 
March 2012, processing of which has recently been finalised.  Payment will issue in the coming 
days, directly to the nominated bank account. 

No application has been received from this herd-owner under the Suckler Welfare Scheme.

16/01/2013WRPP00150Companies Law Issues

16/01/2013WRPP00200858. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his Department is currently investigating the matter of share allocation and share certifi-
cation relating to the amalgamation of companies (details supplied); if he will confirm that the 
awarded shares to co-op members who are, in value terms, at a par with the shares allocated to 
the members of another co-op; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58118/12]

16/01/2013WRPP00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to 
inform the Deputy that my Department is not engaged in any investigation involving the share 
allocation and share certification relating to the amalgamation of the named companies and is 
not aware of any issues relating to this amalgamation.

Questions relating to such matters may be more appropriate for the Registrar of Friendly So-
cieties and, following enquiries, I have been informed by that Office that the named companies 
amalgamated in late 2000, and the amalgamated entity was registered on 1 November 2000.   
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The Registrar goes on to inform me that Section 52 of the Industrial and Provident Societies 
Act 1893 provides that “Any two or more registered societies may, by special resolution of both 
or all such societies, become amalgamated together as one society…”   and that the terms of 
amalgamation are purely a matter for the amalgamating societies, in which the Registrar has no 
role, other than to register the special resolutions approved by the amalgamating bodies, and 
register the newly established society.   

16/01/2013WRPP00350Milk Quota Applications

16/01/2013WRPP00400859. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58138/12]

16/01/2013WRPP00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Milk 
Quota Temporary Leasing Scheme allows milk producers to offer for lease through their milk 
purchaser, on a temporary basis, all or part of their milk quota that they do not expect to use in 
the current quota year.

If a producer intends to offer 80% or more of their quota to the scheme they must first apply 
to my Department for a Ministerial Declaration permitting them to do so. Approval for such ap-
plications can only be granted in force majeure   or other duly justified cases, where production 
capacity has been temporarily affected.

The named person (details supplied), was unsuccessful with his application for a Ministerial 
Declaration with regard to the 2012/2013 Scheme. An appeal to review this decision was subse-
quently received in my Department and I can inform you that having considered the additional 
information submitted in the appeal, it was decided to approve the application on that occasion.

The named person and his Co-op were notified of this decision by letter on 15 November 
2012.

16/01/2013WRPP00550Grant Payments

16/01/2013WRPP00600860. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of all payments paid to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal between 2002 
and 2012. [58153/12]

16/01/2013WRPP00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In keeping 
with obligations under data protection legislation, the information requested will issue by my 
Department by post to the person named. I would like to clarify that such payment details are 
available to any farmer on request from the Accounts Division of my Department, telephone 
number 049 4368271.

16/01/2013WRPP00750Fur Farming

16/01/2013WRPP00800861. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if any of the five fur farms have given notification to his Department that they no longer have 
minks kept as per the condition on the licence applicable to minks issued under the Musk Rats 
Act 1933 (Application to Minks) Order 1965 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [58171/12]
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16/01/2013WRPP00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has been advised by one currently licensed mink farming company that it no longer keeps 
mink.

16/01/2013WRPP00950Departmental Staff Grades

16/01/2013WRPP01000862. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form the breakdown of staff in the Department of the Marine under 
the titles, total staff numbers; staff positions; locations of staff for the Department, numbers 
within each location, along with potential forecasts of staff numbers in the medium future and 
where they might be found within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [58198/12]

16/01/2013WRPP01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Provisional 
figures for the end of 2012 show the number of staff in my Department to be 3,276 full-time 
equivalents (FTEs) who are deployed across a number of grade streams, as indicated in Table 
1 below:

   Table 1:  DAFM Staff by Grade Stream
Grade Stream End-2012 FTE
Administrative 1,719
Technical 709
Veterinary 273
Laboratory 194
Inspectorate 188
Other 131
Industrial 62
My Department has a staffing presence in some 200 locations predominantly in over 70 

meat factories countrywide.  The greatest concentration of staff occurs in headquarter locations 
in Dublin, Backweston, Portlaoise, Johnstown Castle, Cavan and Clonakilty.  A further cohort 
is employed in the Department’s network of Regional Offices (16) and Laboratories (9).  A 
breakdown of staff numbers in these major areas is as in Table 2 below:

   Table 2: Staff numbers in particular areas in DAFM
AREA FTE
Dublin  (Agriculture House) 490
Backweston (including Lab. complex) 376
Portlaoise 436
Johnstown Castle (Wexford) 236
Cavan 141
Clonakilty 84
Regional Office Network 726
Factory locations 237
Laboratories (excluding Backweston) 118
Maximum staffing levels for each Government Department/Office are determined annually 

by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in the context of the Employment Con-
trol Framework (ECF).  The mid-2014 ECF ceiling for my Department is 3,107 FTE.  DAFM 
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is actively re-organising and restructuring in order to deploy its workforce effectively across 
all Programmes to maintain current high levels of service delivery against this background of 
future significant staffing reductions.  

16/01/2013WRPP01150Fisheries Protection

16/01/2013WRPP01200863. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the next stage of development regarding the mackerel negotiations between the EU and Norway 
with Iceland and the Faroe Islands; his views on the reason they have not succeeded to date; the 
way he will use Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the EU to bring a remedy to the negotia-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58201/12]

16/01/2013WRPP01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coastal States 
negotiations on mackerel management arrangements for 2013, involving, Norway, Iceland, the 
Faroe Islands and the EU (with the Russian Federation as observers) failed to reach agreement 
after 3 days of talks which started on the 22nd   of October 2012 in London. There are no plans 
to reconvene these consultations and the EU and Norway as the recognised largest shareholders 
will set overall fishing limits based on the current scientific advice

This dispute has been ongoing since 2009 when Iceland who previously had little or no 
landings of mackerel embarked on an unapproved and irresponsible course of setting unilateral 
TACS culminating with a 150,000t in 2012. The Faroe Islands, who had previously participated 
with Norway and the EU in management arrangements then opted out of these arrangements 
and  embarked on a similar exercise to Iceland, declaring a 150,000t TAC for themselves in 
2012.

While accepting that the migratory pattern of mackerel has changed in recent years, and that 
a modest increase in shares of this stock for both Iceland and the Faroes is warranted, there is 
no scientific or historical justification why these two fishing nations should be fishing over 40% 
of this stock. Indeed their actions are now directly threatening the state of the stock and the 
current level of overfishing will result in cuts year on year in the TAC and quota.  Indeed, the 
scientific advice for the stock involves a cut of 15% on last year’s recommended TAC, which I 
accept is necessary.   

Despite numerous meetings convened since 2009 Iceland and the Faroe islands continue 
with their unjustifiable demands for shares of 15% while at the same time fishing 23% of the 
stock each. They have brought no realistic or fair proposals to the table, and at the conclusion of 
last October’s talks there was little evidence that this position would change in the short term.  

A healthy mackerel stock is essential for the Irish pelagic fleet, pelagic processing industry 
and for employment in the wider coastal communities. The present situation is therefore of 
major concern to me and I have been consistently active in trying to find a way to bring about 
a fair and appropriate solution.

At the European Council of Fisheries Ministers, I will continue to take every opportunity to 
influence and convince all parties to resolve the issue not least because there is a real possibility 
of a stock collapse if catches are not reduced significantly.

In this context Ireland are currently hosting the EU/ Norway negotiations at the National 
Seafood Centre in Clonakilty this week, where it is expected that decisions on the TAC and 
quota will be made.  However, only the EU and Norway will respect the TAC set.   In these EU/ 
Norway negotiations,  Ireland will be seeking joint measures from the EU and Norway includ-
ing the possibility of trade sanctions to pressurise Iceland and the Faroe islands to stop their 
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unsustainable fishing actions and come to the table with realistic and fair demands for sharing 
and management arrangements.

16/01/2013WRPP01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRPP01400864. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an agri environment option scheme application in respect of persons (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo; if payment will be expedited; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [58206/12]

16/01/2013WRPP01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st   September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks issues 
were identified which are currently being examined by my Department, and once satisfactorily 
resolved, payment will issue at the earliest opportunity.

16/01/2013WRPP01550Animal Welfare Issues

16/01/2013WRPP01600865. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views regarding Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Inspectors; if they will 
be considered as authorised officers under the Animal Health and Welfare Bill in relation to 
non-farm cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1022/13]

16/01/2013WRPP01700868. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will consider Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Inspectors as autho-
rised officers in relation to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill in relation to non-farm cases; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1039/13]

16/01/2013WRPP01800884. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will support proposals from the ISPCA (details supplied) on the Animal Health and Welfare 
Bill. [1338/13]

16/01/2013WRPP01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 865, 868 and 884 together. 

The Animal Health & Welfare Bill as currently drafted would allow ISPCA inspectors to be 
appointed as authorised officers for certain purposes under the Bill. This would grant them the 
type of powers referred to by the Deputy. The appointment of such inspectors would be on an 
individual basis and will be dealt with once the Animal Health & Welfare Bill has been enacted.

16/01/2013WRPP01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRPP02000866. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1034/13]
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16/01/2013WRPP02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  While an ap-
plication under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 
10 May 2012, payment has not yet issued as the conditions of the Scheme have not been satis-
fied, at this stage, in regard to the registration of an equine premises. The Terms and Conditions 
governing the 2012 Scheme require, inter alia  , that all such premises must be registered with 
my Department, in accordance with S.I. No 8 of 2012, Diseases of Animals Act 1966 (Registra-
tion of Horse Premises) Order 2012. Once it has been established that this requirement has been 
satisfied, the application concerned can be further processed with a view to payment. 

16/01/2013WRPP02150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRPP02200867. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their agri environment option 
scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1037/13]

16/01/2013WRPP02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st   November 2010 and full payments totalling €783.84 and €4,703.01 issued in 
respect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks for 2012 an 
overclaim was discovered on the Non Natura Commonage action which will result in a penalty 
being applied. Officials in my Department are finalising the application of the person named on 
this basis with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible.

  Question No. 868 answered with Question No. 865.

16/01/2013WRPP02450Forestry Grants

16/01/2013WRPP02500869. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1040/13]

16/01/2013WRPP02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
receipt of additional information in this case relating to an area under forestry, the applicant was 
paid on 20 December 2012 in respect of the full area claimed (6.72 hectares). 

16/01/2013WRPP02650Beef Exports

16/01/2013WRPP02700870. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to the stance by Canada in refusing to allow access for EU beef into their jurisdiction, 
the progress that has been made in negotiations to ensure a fairer and more balanced approach 
in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1073/13]

16/01/2013WRPP02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I share the 
Deputy’s concerns regarding Canada’s position in relation to beef market access in the EU / 
Canada free trade negotiations where they are maintaining their ban on beef imports from the 
EU but, we understand, seeking large quotas for Canadian beef exports to Europe.  
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My concerns in this regard are two-fold. Firstly Canada, which has the same OIE ‘con-
trolled BSE’ status  as many EU countries,  refuses to accept these OIE international standards 
and  allow  market access for EU beef into Canada,  while at the same time it expects that the 
EU will grant large beef quotas into the EU. (The OIE is the international body charged with 
setting epidemiological standards in the meat sector.)  Second, I have major concerns with the 
size and composition of the quotas sought by Canada, which could undermine the high value 
cuts segment of the EU where Ireland competes and which provides the greatest return to our 
producers. 

I have made my position very clear to the Commission. Last April, Ireland submitted a posi-
tion paper on these negotiations to the Trade Policy Committee, highlighting our concerns over 
the non-recognition by Canada of the OIE international standards on beef. I personally wrote 
to both the EU Agriculture and Trade Commissioners in November, highlighting the political 
sensitivities for Ireland regarding beef market access. This followed contact the previous month 
by the Secretary General of my Department with the Director Generals of the Agriculture and 
Trade Directorates in the Commission.  

In his response, the Agriculture Commissioner  stated that  he has highlighted the  sensitivity 
of beef market access in these trade negotiations with his Canadian Ministerial counterpart and 
agrees that the sensitivity of beef should not only be reflected in the size of the quotas offered 
but also in their breakdown. He also agreed with Ireland’s position on the necessary reopening 
of the Canadian beef market for EU exports and that Canada must commit itself to reopening 
the Canadian market to EU beef before the conclusion of the CETA agreement. The Commis-
sioner has also highlighted that dairy is the key offensive interest in the CETA negotiations and 
that EU negotiations are seeking a meaningful opening of Canada dairy market.  

When the College of Commissioners visited Dublin on 10 January, 2013, I raised this issue 
at a meeting with them and highlighted the importance of Irish agriculture and the beef industry 
to the Irish economy in light of the current economic crisis and my concerns regarding beef 
market access and the size and composition of any quotas. 

16/01/2013WRPP02850Registration of Title

16/01/2013WRPP02900871. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the entitlements that have been paid on land (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1081/13]

16/01/2013WRPP03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion being sought is personal data within the meaning of the Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2003 
and the Minister cannot disclose such data without the consent of the data subjects. However, if 
the Deputy can provide the relevant consent/s, I would be willing to provide such information 
directly to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRPP03050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRPP03100872. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who applied under the disadvantaged area payments for 2012; the number 
who have received their payment; the number of farmers who have had their application re-
jected and the number of applications which have not yet been processed fully broken down on 
a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1088/13]
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16/01/2013WRPP03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Given the 
various qualifying criteria under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, particularly in rela-
tion to minimum stocking density (both the requirement to achieve a six month average of 0.15 
livestock units per forage hectares and also to maintain an annual average of 0.15 livestock 
units per forage hectares calculated over the 12 months of the scheme year), the need for those 
with equines to have their holdings appropriately registered, etc, the position regarding certain 
applicants cannot be finally established for some weeks yet. Bearing this in mind, the data as 
otherwise sought are as outlined in the following Table: 

County Applied Paid Amount
Carlow 748 699 €1,439,770.41
Cavan 4,845 4,509 €9,814,949.54
Clare 6,137 5,656 €13,684,923.14
Cork 7,126 6,535 €15,002,022.37
Donegal 8,367 7,204 €16,673,751.14
Dublin 133 114 €243,379.40
Galway 12,195 10,718 €23,285,623.86
Kerry 7,719 6,887 €17,066,385.59
Kildare 517 459 €813,863.44
Kilkenny 1,766 1,634 €3,433,806.90
Laois 1,713 1,565 €3,120,330.76
Leitrim 3,493 3,090 €7,009,960.04
Limerick 2,929 2,662 €5,288,348.83
Longford 2,389 2,222 €4,905,072.16
Louth 749 667 €1,116,353.20
Mayo 11,578 10,116 €21,556,489.95
Meath 1,322 1,243 €2,276,936.02
Monaghan 4,091 3,773 €7,534,310.07
Offaly 2,396 2,193 €4,390,010.41
Roscommon 5,746 5,274 €11,677,416.63
Sligo 4,039 3,566 €7,810,068.16
Tipperary 4,531 4,141 €8,867,240.05
Waterford 1,433 1,301 €2,678,860.75
Westmeath 2,641 2,422 €4,951,834.22
Wexford 1,425 1,247 €2,294,304.56
Wicklow 1,732 1,561 €3,814,418.66
TOTALS 101,760 91,458 €200,750,430.26

16/01/2013WRPP03250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRPP03300873. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who appealed the decision of his Department in relation to the disadvan-
taged area payment scheme to the Independent Disadvantaged Areas Appeals Committee; the 
number of appeals decided to date; the number of these appeals that were successful and the 
number rejected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1089/13]

16/01/2013WRPP03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 
1,433 farmers availed of their right to appeal to the DAS Appeals Committee. 



16 January 2013

621

A high percentage of applicants submitted supporting documentation with their appeals 
which had not previously been submitted to my Department, thus necessitating examination 
by my officials before the necessity to refer the appeals in question to the Appeals Committee 
could be confirmed. To date, some 1,008 cases have been reviewed by my officials, of which 
406 have been accepted, on the basis of the fresh evidence provided, without the need to refer 
the appeals to the Committee. The balance, 602 cases, were referred to the Committee, with 
my Department’s decision to refuse the appeal being upheld in 354 cases, a further 191 being 
allowed, while the Committee sought further information in respect of 57 cases.

The balance of cases, 425 (i.e. 1,433 total appeals, less 1,008 dealt with as outlined above), 
are currently being processed. In all cases, applicants are being advised, in writing, of the out-
come of their appeal.

16/01/2013WRPP03450Grant Payments

16/01/2013WRPP03500874. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 527 of 4 December 2012, the reason this Deputy was 
informed that a person (details supplied) would receive payment shortly and that the processing 
of the application was completed when an inspection was carried out on the applicants farm on 
the 20 of December and as a result no payment has issued to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1090/13]

16/01/2013WRPP03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I regret that, 
due to an error, the Deputy was inadvertently not given the correct position in relation to the 
payment status of the person concerned in my earlier reply.  I would now like to take the op-
portunity to correct the record in this regard.

The position is that it has not been possible to make payment in this case because of out-
standing issues arising from the inspection process.

An inspection to verify compliance with both land eligibility and cross compliance regula-
tory requirements took place on 20th   December 2012, which it was not possible to complete 
on the day. My Department is anxious to progress the inspection process to finality and has re-
cently been in further contact with the applicant in this regard. On completion of the inspection 
process, the matter can be progressed.

16/01/2013WRPP03650Dairy Sector

16/01/2013WRPP03700875. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has given consideration to the proposal from the Irish Farmers’ Association for a loan scheme 
to invest in the development of the Irish dairy industry; his view on this proposal; if he intends 
introducing such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1091/13]

16/01/2013WRPP03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The proposal 
for a loan scheme from the IFA is one of a number of submissions made to my Department 
aimed at addressing issues relating to the preparation by the dairy sector for the post quota era.  

16/01/2013WRPP03850Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRPP03900876. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
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he intends to reduce the payment on the first 10 hectares of land under the disadvantaged areas 
scheme to farmers in areas classified as mountain that do not have sheep; the amount of any 
proposed reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1092/13]

16/01/2013WRPP04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part of 
the changes made to some schemes implemented by my Department for 2013 under the Budget 
process, I allocated an additional €5 million for funding payments under the Disadvantaged Ar-
eas Scheme in 2013. This brings the total funding for this Scheme to €195 million. However, in 
view of the level of expenditure under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, it was necessary 
to make some changes to the 2013 Scheme.

In that regard, I can confirm that there will be a reduction in the maximum payable area for 
More and Less Severely Disadvantaged lands from 34 to 30 hectares. This change will have 
no impact of farmers claiming Mountain Type Grazing or other applicants with 30 hectares or 
less of other categories of Disadvantaged land.  The exact details and requirements of the 2013 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme are still under consideration. Details of the Scheme will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.

16/01/2013WRQQ00150Animal Feedstuffs

16/01/2013WRQQ00200877. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of the regulations prohibiting a farmer from added molasses to rolled barley 
in order to reduce the dust; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1093/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  There is no 
prohibition on adding molasses to a feed material (e.g. rolled barley) where the feed material is 
used on his/her own farm. In addition a farmer may supply, at a local level, small quantities of 
individual feed materials produced on his/her own farm for direct use on those farms.

Farmers that produce feed materials on their own farms must be registered with my Depart-
ment as ‘primary producers’. Primary producers must comply with the provisions of Regulation 
(EC) 183/2005 which lays down the requirements for feed hygiene. 

Both barley and molasses are individual feed materials. Two or more mixed feed materials 
is considered a compound feed and, when placed on the market, must comply with the provi-
sions of Regulation (EC) 767/2009 and Regulation (EC) 183/2005.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQQ00400878. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area scheme 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1154/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRQQ00600879. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding an appeal over stocking density in respect of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1166/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
concerned, an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, is one of a number, 
whose cases are impacted by a requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock 
units per forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard. The 
person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS 
Appeals Committee. The Committee has adjudicated on this appeal and the person concerned 
has been notified of the successful outcome, in writing, on 16 November 2012.  Following the 
success of the appeal, payment issued directly to the bank account of the person named on 24 
December 2012.

16/01/2013WRQQ00750Aquaculture Licences Applications

16/01/2013WRQQ00800880. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite the procession of applications for aquaculture licences in Castlemaine harbour, 
County Kerry; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that these delays are hindering job 
creation and investment in this important industry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1206/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Castlemaine 
Harbour is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive and a 
Special Protection Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 site).

My Department, in conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wild-
life Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, has engaged in a 
major programme to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objec-
tives of aquaculture sites located within designated Natura areas, including Castlemaine Har-
bour. 

The setting of Conservation Objectives and the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment 
for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the conservation objectives has been completed in 
respect of Castlemaine.  

The overall licensing process for Castlemaine is at an advanced stage and the public consul-
tation stage of the licensing process has now been completed. 

My Department is currently examining all other relevant policy issues with the applications 
and every effort is being made to expedite the licensing process.  

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQQ01000881. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
disadvantaged area payment will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1211/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  While an 
application under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named 
on 11 April 2012, payment has not issued as the conditions of the Scheme have not been satis-
fied, at this stage, in regard to inclusion of equines for the purposes of meeting the minimum 
stocking density requirement. 
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The Terms and Conditions governing the Scheme require, inter alia  , that in order for 
equines to be eligible, they must be confirmed as being in a registered breeding enterprise 
and meet certain qualifying criteria. The person concerned has already been advised directly 
by my Department of the outstanding matters in regard to stocking density. Once it has been 
established that this requirement has been satisfied, the application concerned can be further 
processed with a view to payment. 

16/01/2013WRQQ01150Common Agricultural Policy Reform

16/01/2013WRQQ01200882. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to the cuts in farm schemes, his views on the fact that the flat rate proposal would de-
stroy the viability of many active farmers who cannot handle payment cuts of 30% to 40%; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1269/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  One of my 
key concerns as regards the CAP reform proposals arises in relation to the distribution of direct 
payments within Member States.  As the Deputy is aware, the Commission proposal is to gradu-
ally move towards a system of uniform per hectare payments, or flat rates, by 2019, in each 
Member State or region of a Member State.  While I recognise that we cannot continue to base 
our payments on outdated historic production references, I nevertheless have major difficulties 
with the pace and extent of convergence contained in the Commission’s proposal.  

Under a national flat rate system as proposed by the Commission, the impact on Irish farm-
ers would be significant - around 76,000 would gain an average of 86% on their current pay-
ments, while around 57,000 would lose an average of 33%. These are average percentages, and 
some of the gains and losses would be far larger than this. This would have undesirable conse-
quences at a time when Ireland is trying to encourage sustainable intensification in the agri-food 
sector, as we strive to achieve the objectives in the Food Harvest 2020 strategy. 

 I have accordingly been pressing for the maximum possible flexibility to be given to Mem-
ber States to design payment models that suit their own farming conditions. I also want a more 
gradual, back-loaded transition process. The ‘approximation’ approach, by which all payments 
could gradually move towards, but not fully to, the average, is one alternative that I believe 
should be considered in this regard. The Commission’s “pragmatic” proposal for redistribu-
tion between Member States is, in effect, an approximation approach and provides a useful 
precedent. Modelling in my Department suggests that the application of this system to the dis-
tribution of funds between farmers in Ireland would lead to much smaller gains and losses to 
individual farmers than a flat rate system. However the precise level of transfers depends on the 
details of the methodology used.

I have been very active in seeking allies for this position and I have been making signifi-
cant progress, particularly with a group of Member States with somewhat similar concerns.  It 
should also be understood that a number of Member States have already adopted flat rate sys-
tems or are evolving towards them and have no difficulty with the idea of flat rate payments.  
However, I am confident that, following our efforts, there is recognition of the difficulties that 
the Commission proposal poses for some Member States, such as ourselves. 

Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRQQ01400883. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
2012 targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report 
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on the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is 
taking within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1275/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The 2012 
Action Plan for Jobs included 17 Action which have specific reference to the agri-food and 
fisheries sectors.  Section 7.4- Agri-food Production, pages 82-86 of attached link sets out these 
actions in full detail: 

http://www.enterprise.gov.ie/Publications/Action_Plan_for_Jobs_2012_PDF_1_19MB_.
pdf  

With the exception of one area, all of these targets set were met, or are being met on an 
ongoing basis. The target date of end December 2012 for the determination of the deep-sea or-
ganic salmon aquaculture licence, action 7.4.8, was not achieved. This application is still under 
active consideration and the decision will be made when the analysis is completed on the large 
number of submissions/objections which were received on foot of the statutory public consulta-
tion which ended on 13 December last. 

My Department has completed its submission to Government on proposed actions to be 
taken in 2013 by this organisation and relevant state bodies to confront the current employment 
situation.  However, the Deputy will be aware that is primarily the private sector which cre-
ates jobs and the function of Government is primarily aimed at improving competitiveness and 
stimulating investment. 

  Question No. 884 answered with Question No. 865.

Suckler Welfare Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRQQ01700885. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
increase the number of suckler cows eligible for premium payments from the reduced number 
of twenty announced in Budget 2013 to allow commercial farmers to benefit from the scheme. 
[1367/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As part of the 
changes made to some schemes implemented by my Department for 2013, I allocated €10 mil-
lion in 2013, financed from unspent Single Farm Payment Funds, for a new support programme 
for suckler beef farmers to participate in a new Beef Data Programme. This programme will as-
sist farmers in improving the genetic quality of Irish cattle and will maintain the data flow into 
ICBF in order to build further knowledge and more rapid progress in breeding and ultimately 
in profitability for farmers. The exact details and requirements of the proposed Beef Data Pro-
gramme are still under consideration. Full details of the Programme will be announced in the 
coming weeks.

16/01/2013WRQQ01850Dairy Equipment Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQQ01900886. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine ìf he 
will outline the status of the DEP Discussion Groups fund and if new entrants will be facilitated 
in 2013. [1403/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Last year 
was the final year of the three year Dairy Efficiency Programme (DEP). However, following 
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the acknowledged and demonstrated success of Discussion Groups under that  Programme in 
meeting the development goals for the dairy sector as set out in the Food Harvest 2020 strategy, 
I secured specific funding in the recent Budget of €1 million for a continuation of the Dairy Dis-
cussion Group concept within the dairy sector.  Today I introduced a new follow on Programme, 
referred to as the Development Programme for Dairying (DPD), which will afford milk suppli-
ers who did not take part in the earlier DEP Discussion Groups an opportunity to do so now. It 
will focus on developing those farmers who, as yet, do not have their own milking facilities but 
are committed to a career in dairying.

Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRQQ02100887. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding farm payment suckler cow payment scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1414/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named registered 10 animals for the Suckler Welfare Scheme in 2012 and payment in full issued 
on 24th   December 2012.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRQQ02300888. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal under the 2012 
disadvantaged areas scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1415/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Payment 
under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding 
concerned has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012. 

An exercise to take account of December 2012 data, which has recently become available, 
is currently ongoing and is scheduled to be completed before the end of January, thereby estab-
lishing the definitive position of the holding of the person named and other similarly affected 
scheme applicants. Should that re-validation confirm that the holding has satisfied the Scheme 
requirements, the case will be further processed with a view to payment issuing at the earliest 
possible date thereafter.

16/01/2013WRQQ02450Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRQQ02500889. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of REP scheme will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1436/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2008 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  These checks are being finalised and once success-
fully completed I expect 2012 payment to issue to the person named.
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Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRQQ02700890. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will receive their disadvantaged area 
scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1438/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The appli-
cation of the person named under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received in my 
Department after the closing date for receipt of applications. It was, therefore, in the normal 
course ineligible under the Scheme. 

However, following submission of acceptable supporting documentation, relating to ex-
ceptional mitigating circumstances, it has been possible to accept the application. Accordingly, 
processing of the application has now been finalised and payment will shortly issue, directly to 
the nominated bank account. 

16/01/2013WRQQ02850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRQQ02900891. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when applicants will be notified on whether or not they have been accepted into the new 
agri environment options scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1439/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Approxi-
mately 10,000 applications were received in my Department’s offices at Johnstown Castle by 
close of business on Friday December 7, the closing date for submission of applications under 
the agri-environment options scheme. 

The processing of the applications is under way in the Department and I expect that the 
initial recording of application details will be completed shortly. At that stage, an acknowl-
edgement letter will issue to all applicants. Following that the detailed actions listed in each 
application will be recorded and all applications will be ranked and selected according to the 
selection criteria set out in the Terms and Conditions. This process is expected to take about 
three months. Letters will issue to all applicants informing them of the outcome of the selection 
process. 

Applicants should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their application 
until approved for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense incurred prior 
to formal approval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

16/01/2013WRQQ03050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRQQ03100892. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of the disadvantaged area scheme will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1443/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An appli-
cation under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named 10 April 
2012.  On processing the application it was established that there was no livestock on the hold-
ing of the applicant during 2012, as required by the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

The applicant sought a review on grounds of Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances. 
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On review of further documentary evidence requested and received, it has been confirmed that 
the stocking requirements may be waived, due to exceptional circumstances.  The necessary 
arrangements are now being made to process the application to finality, with a view to payment 
issuing shortly.

Traffic Regulations

16/01/2013WRQQ03300893. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will undertake a full public consultation with residents and business people in Howth, 
County Dublin, on his proposals to introduce car parking charges in Howth which local resi-
dents and businesses fear could have a devastating effect on the marine and leisure tourism sec-
tors and the local economy in general; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1462/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  My inten-
tion to introduce pay parking at Howth Fishery Harbour Centre has been widely known for 
some time.  The introduction of parking charges at Howth Fishery Harbour Centre was origi-
nally examined in great detail in 2007 in the context of a proposed Howth Traffic and Parking 
Management Plan, in conjunction with Fingal County Council.  There was widespread public 
consultation at that time but that project did not subsequently proceed.  All of the various views 
expressed and submissions made at the time by local businesses and other interests are still on 
file and I am well aware of their concerns.  

More recently, I have received correspondence from a variety of interested parties.  My of-
ficials have had discussions with Fingal Council and with an Gárda Síochána in relation to the 
introduction of pay parking and other related matters at the Fishery Harbour Centre, and my 
Department’s engineers have met some of the Harbour’s business tenants individually in rela-
tion to their specific concerns about new traffic management and road markings etc.

As I have said previously, Howth is one of 6 Fishery Harbour Centres operated by the State 
each of whose primary purpose is to provide facilities and services for the fishing industry and 
fisheries-related activities.

In parallel with fishing-related enhancements, there have been a number of developments at 
the Fishery Harbours in recent years that underpin their expanding use for leisure and marine 
tourism, as well as other maritime enterprises.  

In the current economic climate, it is essential that all of the State’s enterprises pay their 
way, and the State must necessarily be fully committed to maximising the return on its invest-
ment. 

At the same time, all income generated by the Fishery Harbour Centres goes back into a 
ring-fenced Fishery Harbour Centres Fund which is used exclusively for the operating and 
management costs of the Fishery Harbours.  

The additional revenues to be generated from pay parking at Howth Fishery Harbour Cen-
tre, which I expect will be substantial when fully operational, will be re-invested in facilities 
and enhancements that would not otherwise have been possible given the current financial 
constraints.  

I believe these improvements can only be of benefit to the marine and leisure tourism sectors 
and local economies in general.
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Calafoirt agus Céanna

16/01/2013WRQQ03500894. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara  an 
bhfuil sé i gceist aige deontas de €150,000 a chur ar fáil do Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe 
mar atá iarrtha acu le hobair riachtanach a dhéanamh ar Ché Inis Oírr faoin gClár do Chalafoirt 
Iascaigh agus Bunstruchtúr Cósta; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [1463/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine  (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Faoi úinéi-
reacht Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe atá Cé Inis Oírr agus ise atá freagrach as í a réiteach 
agus a chothabháil.   

Chuir mo Roinnse maoiniú ar fáil blianta roimhe seo faoi Chlár Forbartha Caipitil Infreast-
ruchtúir Cósta agus Chuanta Iascaigh na Roinne d’fhorbairt ar scála beag agus do réiteach 
calafort, céanna agus fánán faoi úinéireacht na nÚdarás Áitiúil agus faoi réir dóthain maoinithe 
ón Státchiste a bheith ar fáil.  I gcomhthéacs Chlár 2013, atá á bhreithniú faoi láthair, thug mé 
cuireadh le déanaí d’Údaráis Áitiúla atá lonnaithe ar an gcósta, Comhairle Chontae na Gail-
limhe ina measc, iarratais a chur isteach, in ord tosaíochta, ar thionscadail a cháilíonn.

Tá roinnt tionscadal, lena n-áirítear ceann maidir le hoibreacha ag Cé Inis Oírr, curtha ar 
aghaidh ag Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe anois.  Tabharfaidh mo Roinn breithniú iomlán ar 
an iarratas seo faoi théarmaí an Chláir agus bunaithe ar mhaoiniú Státchiste a bheith ar fáil agus 
ar thosaíochtaí náisiúnta tríd is tríd.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

16/01/2013WRQQ03700895. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision made by the disadvantage area appeals committee will be reviewed in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1529/13]

16/01/2013WRQQ03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per 
forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  

The person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee. The Committee has adjudicated on this appeal and the person con-
cerned has been notified of the unsuccessful outcome, in writing, on 13 December 2012.  

16/01/2013WRRR00150Agriculture Schemes Appeals

16/01/2013WRRR00200896. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if an appeal in relation to the grassland sheep scheme in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway was finalised; if so, the outcome of same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1633/13]

16/01/2013WRRR00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named 9 May 2011. 

On processing the application it was established that no sheep Census form was received 
in my Department for the period December 2010, as required under the Terms and Conditions 
which govern the Scheme. The person named subsequently sought a review of this requirement 
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on grounds of Force Majeure/Exceptional Circumstances and had furnished supporting docu-
mentary evidence. 

Having reviewed the case in light of this documentation, the appeal was granted, thereby 
allowing the application to be processed to finality, with a view to payment issuing shortly.

16/01/2013WRRR00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/01/2013WRRR00400897. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
single payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1714/13]

16/01/2013WRRR00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An applica-
tion for the transfer of 67.17 entitlements from the first person named to the joint names of the 
persons named was submitted on 14th May 2012.

In order to transfer the entitlements it was necessary for an official from my department to 
contact the persons named to request additional information.  The outstanding information was 
received and the application was fully processed.  

A further change was subsequently made to the registration details of the herdnumber which 
warranted the submission of an additional transfer of entitlement application form.

The additional form was received on the 7th December and the application is now fully 
processed.  Payment will issue in the coming days.

Fisheries Protection

16/01/2013WRRR00600898. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has completed an assessment of the potential impact of the development of large fish farms off 
the west coast of the country on the stocks of wild atlantic salmon and on the stocks of salmon 
in the Moy River; the safeguards that are in place to prevent any damage; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1857/13]

16/01/2013WRRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Finfish farm-
ing has been a feature of aquaculture operations off the west coast for some time. 

An application by Bord Iascaigh Mhara for an aquaculture licence for the cultivation of 
finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay has been received by my Department.  The application and 
its accompanying Environmental Impact Statement  is being considered under the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act which provide for extensive consultation with stakehold-
ers, including Inland Fisheries Ireland, which has responsibility for wild salmon stocks.  The 
legislation also provides for a period of general public consultation. The public consultation 
stage of the process is now complete and submissions received are under active consideration 
by my Department.

All matters associated with the application including the impact, if any, on wild salmon 
stocks,  will be given very careful consideration by my Department.

16/01/2013WRRR00750Departmental Bodies Expenditure
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16/01/2013WRRR00800899. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1898/13]

16/01/2013WRRR00900900. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by 
his Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2029/13]

16/01/2013WRRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 899 and 900 together. 

The number of bodies which my Department deals with is very large and diverse.  Arising 
from this and the very broad nature of the information requested by the Deputy, I would appre-
ciate if the Deputy could be more specific in the types of bodies he is referring to and I would 
then be very happy to consider such a question.

16/01/2013WRRR01050Proposed Legislation

16/01/2013WRRR01100901. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
the commitment in the Programme for Government to modernise and reform outdated elements 
of family law, in particular the legislation to consolidate and reform the law on adoption, the 
way this legislation is progressing and if this will contain provision for the recognition of rights 
for non-biological parents or children in same-sex relationships. [58049/12]

16/01/2013WRRR01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am currently 
examining a number of proposals in relation to possible amendments to the Adoption Act, 2010. 
Any changes will be brought forward in conjunction with the Adoption (Amendment) Bill 
2012, which the Government plans to bring before the Oireachtas following the passing of the 
Children’s Referendum. 

In addition, the drafting of the Heads of Bill in relation to the Adoption (Information and 
Tracing) Bill is at an advanced stage in my Department. While consideration of the policy is-
sues in relation to all aspects of the proposed Bill is ongoing, it is intended that the proposed 
legislation will provide for a structured and regulated way of both safeguarding adoption re-
cords and providing access to adoption information.

16/01/2013WRRR01250Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRRR01300902. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
further to Parliamentary Question No.154 of 13 December 2012, when a response will issue 
from the Health Service Executive. [1410/13]

16/01/2013WRRR01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A response is-
sued from the Health Service Executive to the Deputy on January 9th at 14.16 p.m. 

16/01/2013WRRR01450Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRRR01500903. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by her Department in the past twelve 
months; and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within her Department in the 
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past twelve months. [57755/12]

16/01/2013WRRR01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): No Regulatory 
Impact Assessments have been completed by my Department. Work on a number of Regulatory 
Impact Assessments has commenced.

16/01/2013WRRR01650Family Support Services

16/01/2013WRRR01700904. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
level of services and focus of the work of family resource centres will continue regardless of the 
make-up of the new Child and Family Support Agency; if the Family Resource Centre National 
Forum will have representation at board level within the new agency; if the ethos and culture of 
the FRC programme will be maintained; if funding for the FRC programme will be ring-fenced; 
if the position held by FRCs in the delivery of community based universal services and early 
intervention services/programmes will be maintained; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [57770/12]

16/01/2013WRRR01800918. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her policy in 
respect of Family Resource Centres in the context of the proposed establishment of the Child 
and Family Support Agency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1062/13]

16/01/2013WRRR01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 904 and 918 together.

The Government has approved the Heads of the Child and Family Support Agency Bill and 
has also agreed to the priority drafting of this Bill. The necessary legislative and organisational 
preparations are being prioritised so that the Agency can be established as a priority. 

From its establishment the Child and Family Support Agency will have service responsibil-
ity for a range of services, including child welfare and protection services currently operated 
by the HSE; domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services. The functions of the Family 
Support Agency and the National Educational Welfare Board will transfer into the Child and 
Family Support Agency upon its establishment. 

The Government’s consideration of these matters was informed, by the content and recom-
mendations of the Report of the Task Force on the Child and Family Support Agency which 
I published in July of this year.  The Task Force considered that the Agency needs to be as 
broadly based as possible and should include a range of prevention, early intervention, family 
support and therapeutic care interventions.  

It is my intention that the agency will have a role in supporting families and communities. It 
will have the benefit in this role of the many Family Resource Centres which have been devel-
oped across the country with funding from the Family Support Agency. I can assure the Deputy 
that the new Agency will build on the excellent work undertaken by the Family Support Agency 
over the last decade, and that a community based approach will form an integral part of the new 
Child and Family Support Agency. 

The composition of the Board of the Child and Family Support Agency is currently under 
consideration. While the composition of the Board will reflect the component organisations 
which are being amalgamated into the Child and Family Support Agency. The criteria for Board 
membership will be focused on ensuring that Board members have the requisite mix of experi-
ence and competencies needed to steer such a large organisation providing a diverse range of 
personal services. 
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The establishment of the new Agency and the wider transformation of children’s services 
represents the largest, and most ambitious, area of public sector of reform embarked upon by 
this Government.

16/01/2013WRRR01950Adoption Records Provision

16/01/2013WRRR02000905. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the date on 
which the Intercountry Adoption Report by the Adoption Authority of Ireland will be published; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57869/12]

16/01/2013WRRR02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I understand the 
Deputy’s question relates to the issue the Adoption Authority’s assessment of a possible bilat-
eral agreement with Ethiopia.

Ethiopia is not a signatory of the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-
operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.  In these circumstances, future adoptions from 
Ethiopia would require a bilateral agreement between Ireland and Ethiopia. The negotiation 
of bilateral agreements on intercountry adoption with states who have not ratified the Hague 
Convention is governed by Section 73 of the Adoption Act 2010 which states that “the Author-
ity, with the prior consent of the Minister, may enter into discussions with any non-contracting 
state concerning the possibility of the Government entering into a bilateral agreement with that 
State.”

The Adoption Authority delegation visit to Ethiopia in April of this year was an initial part 
of the Authority’s deliberations on the feasibility and suitability of entering into discussions 
with Ethiopia on a bilateral adoption agreement. The Authority forwarded a report of their visit 
to me in May 2012. The Authority is awaiting legal advice regarding the compatibility of  the 
Irish and Ethiopian adoption legislation. The Authority has also informed me that it has asked 
the Irish Embassy to make the appropriate contacts in the Ministry of Women’s Affairs in Ethio-
pia with a view to verifying the stance of the Ethiopian authorities to entering into exploratory 
talks in relation to a bilateral agreement. I await the AAI advice in this regard

16/01/2013WRRR02150Public Sector Reform Review

16/01/2013WRRR02200906. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, 
which are financed from, answerable to or established by her Department that have been abol-
ished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been 
realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if she 
will provide details of further agency reductions that she intends to pursue in 2013 [57873/12]

16/01/2013WRRR02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like 
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my 
Department’s Vote.  These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support 
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for 
Children’s Office (OCO). 

In July 2011, the Government decided that the Family Mediation Service should transfer 
from the Family Support Agency to the Legal Aid Board. This is in line with the Government’s 
commitment to facilitate the use of mediation in family disputes in order to speed up the legal 
process, reduce costs and ameliorate the stress of contested court proceedings. On foot of the 
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Government decision, the Family Support Agency established a transition project team to trans-
fer 45 individuals, or 24.29 WTEs, in some 16 locations throughout the country and an annual 
allocation of almost €3m to the Legal Aid Board. On 26 October 2011, the Minister for Justice 
and Equality signed the commencement order for Part 16 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2011 which gave effect to the transfer from 1 November 2011. 

I can inform the Deputy that the FSA is due to be merged with the new Child and Family 
Support Agency (CFSA) which will be established this year.  The National Educational Welfare 
Board is also due to be merged with the CFSA.  Legislation for the establishment of the CFSA 
is being prepared by my Department as a matter of priority.  It is anticipated that the Bill will 
be published and enacted in the course of this session and it is my intention that the CFSA will 
assume statutory responsibility for services for children and families in 2013.

The potential benefits of merging the back office functions of the Ombudsman for Children’s 
Office into the Ombudsman/Information Commissioner’s Office are currently being examined. 

At this stage it is not possible to quantify the actual savings to date as a direct result of these 
developments.  

It should be noted that following enactment of the Child Care Amendment Act 2011 the 
Children’s Act Advisory Board was subsequently dissolved by means of the commencement by 
the Minister of Health of Part 6 of the Child Amendment Act 2011.

16/01/2013WRRR02350Obesity Levels

16/01/2013WRRR02400907. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
any planned initiatives to address the teenage obesity issue highlighted in the report Growing 
Up Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57943/12]

16/01/2013WRRR02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Govern-
ment shares with many other agencies and professional groups, concerns about the growth 
and nutrition of teenagers. Understanding factors associated with physical activity levels and 
overweight/obesity in Irish children is therefore critical to effective prevention efforts. The 
large scale study, ‘Growing Up in Ireland’ longitudinal study, which is funded by my Depart-
ment,  recently  re-interviewed  7,400 who were 13 some four years after they were initially 
interviewed and, as part of this, information on the extent of overweight and obesity in this 
group was gathered. From this work and comparable international studies we know that child 
overweight and obesity are increasing in Ireland and other countries and are associated with a 
range of immediate and longer term health risks. 

This study revealed that 74% of 13-year-olds were not overweight, 20% were overweight, 
and 6% were obese. As was the case at 9 years, more than one in four 13-year-olds were either 
overweight or obese.  Girls were more likely to be classified as overweight than boys (22% 
compared to 18%). Girls were also slightly more likely to be obese than boys (8% compared 
to 5%).

Changes in weight status between 9 and 13 years of age, and indicates that relatively few 
not-overweight 9-year-olds had developed weight problems by age 13, but those with weight 
problems at 9 years tended to maintain them. This reinforces the importance of early interven-
tion. Children who are a healthy weight at aged 3 or age 9 are much less likely to have weight 
problems as a teenager.

It is widely accepted by researchers that there is a strong link between physical activity and 
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overweight, and habits formed in youth tend to carry over into adulthood.  The Growing Up in 
Ireland Study also clearly confirms this finding. Young people who took more exercise were 
less likely to be overweight or obese, especially in comparison to those who never exercised.
As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs I have responsibility for the National Play and 
Recreation Policies, as set out in ‘READY, STEADY, PLAY! A National Play Policy’ and  the 
‘National Recreation Policy for Young People’.  These seek to actively promote the participa-
tion of children and young people in play and exercise, an effective way of helping to maintain 
a healthy weight.

The Local Authority Play and Recreation Network - http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.
asp?fn=/documents/PlayandRec/RecWeekEvents2012.pdf - was established by my Department 
in February 2012 to facilitate a more co-ordinated interagency approach to achieving the main 
goals of the play and recreation policies at both national and local level.  An early achievement 
of the network has been the development, expansion and branding of National Play Day & 
National Recreation Week which now take place annually in Local Authority areas across the 
country in July and October of each year respectively.  Targeted grants are provided to Local 
Authorities by my Department to encourage participation across the Local Authority network. 
In July 2012, National Play Day 2012 saw the largest ever participation with 26 Councils stag-
ing popular events on or around the dedicated date. National Recreation Week 2012 saw all 
counties in Ireland involved, for the first time ever.  As previously announced I am providing 
€250,000 in capital funding in 2013 for play and recreation initiatives.  Further details of this 
funding initiative will be announce in 2013.

A representative of my Department is a member of the Special Advisory Group on Obesity, 
established by the Minister for Health, which has developed a number of actions, in conjunction 
with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).  These include technical support for provid-
ing calorie content information for small restaurant / coffee shop owners to facilitate young 
people in making healthy choices, and the development of Food and Nutrition guidelines for 
post primary schools.

16/01/2013WRRR02550Departmental Agencies Board Appointments

16/01/2013WRRR02600908. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
Family Resource Centre National Forum will have a representative on the board of the new 
Family Support Agency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [57981/12]

16/01/2013WRRR02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The composition 
of the Board of the Child and Family Support Agency is currently under consideration. While 
the composition of the Board will reflect the component organisations which are being amal-
gamated into the Child and Family Support Agency, the criteria for Board membership will be 
focused on ensuring that that Board members have the requisite mix of experience and compe-
tencies needed to steer such a large organisation providing a diverse range of personal services. 

16/01/2013WRRR02750Adoption Records Provision

16/01/2013WRRR02800909. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she is considering an amendment to the 2010 Adoption Act to extend the life of declarations in 
terms of the adoption process; when this task will be completed; if she will provide a time frame 
for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58035/12]

16/01/2013WRRR02900910. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
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the Health Service Executive will be instructed to start reassessments for those whose declara-
tions will expire in October 2013; the action that will be taken for prospective parents (details 
supplied) who have waited seven years to adopt; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[58036/12]

16/01/2013WRRR03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 909 and 910 together.

I am currently examining a number of proposals in relation to amendments to the Adoption 
Act, 2010 including proposals relating to the extension of the life of declarations for the adop-
tion process. Any changes will be brought forward in conjunction with the Adoption (Amend-
ment) Bill 2012, which the Government plans to bring before the Oireachtas following the 
passing of the Children’s Referendum.

I will revert to the Deputy with further information in due course.

16/01/2013WRSS00150Inter-Country Adoptions

16/01/2013WRSS00200911. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will ensure that referrals from Thailand will continue to be issued by the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland regardless of the current uncertainty in relation to the renewal of declarations; if it will 
be resolved prior to the expiration of the declarations; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [58037/12]

16/01/2013WRSS00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Adoption 
Authority (AAI) informs me there has been no disruption in the receipt of intercountry adop-
tion child referrals from Thailand. The quota of referrals for Ireland for 2012 was four children. 
Prospective adoptive parents proposing to adopt from Thailand should hold a valid Declaration 
of Eligibility and Suitability at all times, including the period after which they have received 
custody of a child and prior to effecting an adoption at the Thai Embassy in London. The Adop-
tion Authority and the HSE are examining a range of issues in relation to assessments and the 
issuing of declarations. The relevant information on these matters will be published on the AAI 
website (www.aai.gov.ie). 

16/01/2013WRSS00350National Lottery Funding Applications

16/01/2013WRSS00400912. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the po-
sition regarding an application for 2012 National Lottery funding in respect of a group (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [58076/12]

16/01/2013WRSS00500920. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding National Lottery funding in respect of an organisation (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1230/13]

16/01/2013WRSS00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 912 and 920 together.

The organisation in question was not successful in its request to secure funds under the 
2012 National Lottery Funding Scheme and was advised of this in writing by my Department 
in December 2012. 

In this regard the Deputy might wish to note that over 500 applications for grant support 
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were received from individuals, groups and organisations  for funding under the Scheme. The 
overall value of the applications amounted to €13 million which far exceeded the available 
resource allocation of €500,000. In the circumstances it was not possible, unfortunately, to as-
sist all applicants. However, it will be open to the organisation to re-apply for funding in 2013 
under the National Lottery allocation made available to my Department this year and details of 
the funding scheme, including the related application form, are available on my Department’s 
website  www.dcya.gov.ie.

16/01/2013WRSS00650Child Care Services Provision

16/01/2013WRSS00700913. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide details of the number of Health Service Executive and city and county childcare com-
mittees held Childminding Advisory Officer posts affected by cuts to HSE funds for 2013; the 
impact that the cuts to CMAO posts will have on supports available to childminders and in 
particular the impact on the national availability of the voluntary notification process; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [58096/12]

16/01/2013WRSS00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): While the 1991 
Childcare Act introduced regulation of the pre-school sector, the majority of childminders are 
exempt from the regulations.  At the time there was a recognition of the difficulties of regulation 
given the scale of the provision, and a strong view that, because women did not have to be regu-
lated to look after their own children, they should not be subject to regulation if they minded a 
small number of additional children.

The 2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare set out a plan for integrating the various 
strands of child care and education, including childminding.  It made a number of recommen-
dations aimed at overcoming the barriers preventing childminders from moving into the formal 
economy, most of which were implemented.  These included the introduction of a system for 
voluntary notification of childminders, and the introduction of Childcare Services Relief, which 
allows a voluntarily-notified childminder to mind up to three children without paying tax on the 
earnings, and to make a PRSI contribution.

Childminding Advisory Officer posts were created in most of the CCCs, working directly 
with childminders, notifying them of training opportunities, providing networking opportu-
nities, and supporting the voluntary notification system.  The number of voluntarily-notified 
childminders is currently 1,250, up from 500 in 2004.  This is not a significant increase when 
the range of supports and the tax relief are taken into account.

I understand that since 2011 there has been a reduction in funding for Childminding Ad-
visory (CMA) posts by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to the City and County Childcare 
Committees (CCCs).  The HSE has indicated that, in light of the pressure on resources, the 
CMA posts are not a priority.  However, the Executive has confirmed that it will endeavour to 
support the CCCs wherever possible.  In addition, the childcare development staff in the CCCs 
continue to ensure that support and advice is available to childminders.

My Department provides annual funding to each CCC to enable it to support and advise all 
childcare providers at local level.  In 2012, the total amount allocated to the CCCs was €11.3m.  
In addition, my Department provided €220,000 for Childminding Development Grants to be 
allocated by the CCCs. My Department also provides annual funding, totalling €2.85m in 2012, 
to the seven National Voluntary Childcare Organisations, including Childminding Ireland, who 
provide support at a local level to their members.
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Decisions on how best to regulate the childminding sector will continue to form part of the 
ongoing work on the Early Years Strategy.

16/01/2013WRSS00850Youth Services Provision

16/01/2013WRSS00900914. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the process 
by which youth groups and projects may apply for capital funding that was announced by her 
last month. [58148/12]

16/01/2013WRSS01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth ser-
vices in 2013. Within this total funding, €1.75 has been provided in a new capital funding pro-
gramme for 2013.  This will include €1.5m for youth cafés and youth projects. Criteria for the 
schemes are being developed at present and my Department will be announcing details regard-
ing the application process for 2013 shortly.

16/01/2013WRSS01050Child Protection Guidelines

16/01/2013WRSS01100915. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Af-
fairs when she plans to put the children first guidelines on a statutory basis; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [58165/12]

16/01/2013WRSS01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Children 
First National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, which I published in 2011, 
provides clarity and guidance for individuals and organisations in identifying and responding 
appropriately to child abuse and neglect. It also sets out what organisations that care for or 
work with children should do to ensure they are safe whilst in the care of the organisation. The 
Government has committed, as a priority, to the introduction of legislation to underpin Children 
First.

The Deputy will be aware that I published the Heads of the Children First Bill   in April 
2012. The purpose of publishing the Heads was to allow for a full consultation at an early stage 
in the developing the Bill.

I asked the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children to consider the Heads of the 
Children First Bill and make recommendations.  I received their comprehensive Report and my 
Department is currently considering the broad range of submissions to, and recommendations 
of the Joint Committee.

16/01/2013WRSS01250Inter-Country Adoptions

16/01/2013WRSS01300916. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding a bilateral arrangement with Russia in relation to adoption. [1002/13]

16/01/2013WRSS01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As Russia has 
not ratified the Hague Convention future adoptions from Russia, beyond those provided for 
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under the transitional arrangements, may only be possible under a bilateral agreement.  The 
negotiation of bilateral agreements on intercountry adoption with states who have not ratified 
the Hague Convention is governed by Section 73 of the Adoption Act 2010. 

It is the role of the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI) to make an assessment of whether 
the intercountry adoption legislation and practices in a non-contracting state, in this case Rus-
sia, are in compliance with both Irish legislation and the principles of the Hague Convention.  
As part of this assessment the Adoption Authority has reviewed a draft bilateral agreement 
presented to it during previous discussions with its Russian counterparts and has provided me 
with an initial assessment in this regard.  I have asked the Adoption Authority to have further 
exploratory talks with the Russian authorities focussing on areas of concern in order that the 
Authority may progress its assessment of the situation and provide a definitive recommenda-
tion to me on the feasibility of formally opening discussion with the Russian Federation under 
Section 73 of the Adoption Act 2010. 

The Russian authorities have indicated that they are in a position to meet the AAI in the 
first quarter of this year. The Adoption Authority, through the Irish Embassy in Moscow, have 
confirmed their availability for this meeting. A response from the Russian authorities is awaited.  

16/01/2013WRSS01450Adoption Records Provision

16/01/2013WRSS01500917. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
resources of the Health Service Executive are being expended in assessing persons suitability 
and eligibility for adoption, at considerable emotional pressure for the couples involved, only 
to have the Adoption Authority state that those who get the declaration of suitability, over 650 
couples at present, are unlikely to complete an adoption. [1003/13]

16/01/2013WRSS01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Current adop-
tion legislation requires the Health Service Executive to carry out an assessment in relation to a 
declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt as soon as practicable following receipt of an 
application.

The Adoption Authority seeks to make prospective adopters aware of the facts regarding in-
tercountry adoption. A large number of declarations are currently valid and several hundred are 
issued by the Authority each year.  While the AAI is not in a position to influence the number 
of inter country adoptions, the age or needs of children in need of adoption or the length of time 
involved in such processes the Adoption Authority has been proactive in developing relation-
ships with its Hague counterparts in a number of jurisdictions. The building of such relation-
ships will help to bring greater clarity to the intercountry adoption process generally, including 
the timescales involved for adopting from different countries. 

The reality is that the landscape of intercountry adoption is changing and for a variety of 
reasons the number of referrals of adoptable children has declined and therefore fewer adop-
tions are finalised each year than declarations issued.  In this regard the AAI and the HSE are 
examining a range of issues in relation to assessments and the issuing of declarations. The 
relevant information on these matters will be published on the AAI website (www.aai.gov.ie).

  Question No. 918 answered with Question No. 904.

16/01/2013WRSS01750Youth Services Provision
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16/01/2013WRSS01800919. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when ap-
plications will be accepted for the fund of €1.75m for capital projects, including youth cafés 
and for play and recreational initiatives in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1103/13]

16/01/2013WRSS01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth ser-
vices in 2013. Within this total funding, €1.75 has been provided in a new capital funding pro-
gramme for 2013.  This will include €1.5m for youth cafés and youth projects and €250,000 for 
play and recreation initiatives in 2013.  Criteria for the schemes are being developed at present 
and my Department will be announcing  details regarding the application process for 2013 
shortly.

  Question No. 920 answered with Question No. 912.

16/01/2013WRSS02050Job Creation Issues

16/01/2013WRSS02100921. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 2012 
targets set for her Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if she will report on 
the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps she is 
taking within her Department to create new jobs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1277/13]

16/01/2013WRSS02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There were two 
specific areas under the Action Plan for Jobs 2012 with actions falling within the remit of my 
Department. These related to Building Competitive Advantage and Enterprise Employment 
Expansion Supports. The Building Competitive Advantage action related to aligning skills with 
enterprise needs, involving reviewing structures and funding of youth work and support servic-
es to ensure they support the development of the skills needed by enterprises. My Department is 
currently finalising a Children and Young People’s Policy Framework and the review of youth 
programmes will be informed by this new Policy Framework. This is expected to be followed 
by the introduction of more streamlined and effective youth programmes.

In addition, my Department was involved, together with the Department of Social Protec-
tion, in examining the availability of affordable childcare for people on lower incomes to deter-
mine whether existing schemes could be expanded to support people to take up employment. 
Following an examination of childcare options, a decision was taken as part of Budget 2013 to 
introduce a new school age childcare programme which will be targeted at parents in receipt 
of benefits who take up employment. The Programme will commence in September 2013, and 
there will be a pilot phase from March 2013.

The Government is currently preparing further plans for job creation under an Action Plan 
for Jobs 2013 which will be published in the coming weeks and my Department will continue 
to support job creation initiatives by providing specific key supports in the form of:

- youth work services which develop young people’s skills, thereby improving their em-
ployability and helping to address the issue of youth unemployment;

- a specific Budget initiative being jointly implemented with the Department of Social Pro-
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tection to provide access for parents taking up employment to school age child care places; and

- early childhood care and education programmes which target subsidised childcare places 
towards low-income parents in employment, education or training.

In addition, there are other Department programmes which will indirectly generate eco-
nomic activity, employment and labour market support including a construction project at the 
Children’s Detention Schools in Oberstown, Co. Dublin and an Area Based Poverty initiative 
which, as well as providing employment in local areas selected, will address social disadvan-
tage amongst children and families in order to improve poverty and life chances.

16/01/2013WRSS02250Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRSS02300922. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
available from her Department and other agencies for local organisations, specifically, musical 
organisations (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1517/13]

16/01/2013WRSS02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The question of 
funding for musical organisations is a matter for my colleague, Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, Mr Jimmy Deenihan T.D.  The Deputy’s question has been referred to Minister 
Deenihan for reply.

16/01/2013WRSS02450Youth Services Provision

16/01/2013WRSS02500923. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
explore every possible funding option in 2013 for a project (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
if he will consider the huge social dividend derived from this project; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1615/13]

16/01/2013WRSS02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  Targeted supports for  disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people 
are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and 
Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force. 

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth ser-
vices in 2013. In light of budgetary constraints, the emphasis in the 2012 youth affairs budget 
was on supporting existing youth programmes and services for young people including those 
with fewer opportunities. Similarly in 2013, the focus is on consolidating and maintaining, 
insofar as possible, the level of existing programmes and services for young people.  In this 
context, Youth Affairs Unit is not currently in a position to consider any new applications for 
funding in 2013.

16/01/2013WRSS02650Psychological Services

16/01/2013WRSS02700924. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
review her decision to move certain psychology services from the Health Service Executive 
to the new Child and Family Support Agency; if her attention has been drawn to the concerns 
expressed by a number of expert clinical psychologists in relation to this measure; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [1752/13]

16/01/2013WRSS02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government 
has given approval to the drafting of a Bill to establish the Child and Family Support Agency.  
Work on the preparation of the legislation is proceeding as a priority and the intention is that 
the Agency will be established as a priority.  In order to inform the content of the legislation the 
Government has decided that upon establishment the Child and Family Support Agency will 
have responsibility for a range of services.  This includes the full range of child welfare and 
protection services currently operated by the HSE including family support and alternative care 
services.  Due to its particular relevance, it has also been decided to include domestic, sexual 
and gender-based violence services within the Agency’s responsibilities.  The Government has 
further decided that the new Agency will assume responsibility for the functions of both the 
Family Support Agency and the National Educational Welfare Board.  These two organisations 
currently operate under the aegis of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  The draft 
legislation will also provide for the provision of community-based psychology services to chil-
dren and families by the Agency. It is envisaged that this will involve the transfer of certain psy-
chology staff currently employed by the HSE who are operating within a community setting.  

The Government’s consideration of these matters was informed, inter alia, by the content 
and recommendations of the Report of the Task Force on the Child and Family Support Agency 
which I published in July 2012.  I share the view of the Task Force that in order to achieve 
genuine improvements for children and families, the Agency must have a broader focus than 
child protection. It is my intention that the Agency will be as broadly based as possible and that 
it should include those services that (i) may prevent problems arising for a family in the first 
instance (ii) identify problems and provide supports at an early stage and (iii) assist children 
and families in managing serious problems requiring specialised interventions beyond their 
own resources.  

Arising from the Government’s consideration and decision with regard to the functions of 
the new Agency, it has been agreed by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the 
Department of Health that an impact analysis will be jointly developed regarding the proposed 
future arrangements for the provision of the community psychology service as it relates to 
children and family services covered by the Child and Family Support Agency and to services 
provided by the HSE.  This work will be undertaken as a priority.

I recently met with representatives from the Heads of the Psychology Services Ireland and 
with a delegation from the IMPACT trade union to discuss issues relating to the future gov-
ernance and organisational arrangements for the provision of community based psychology 
services. Our shared objective is to ensure that the optimal national governance and service 
delivery framework is in place to ensure the best possible outcomes for children and families 
and other clients who need to avail of this key service.  The views of the profession and its rep-
resentatives will receive appropriate consideration as part of the impact analysis. 

16/01/2013WRSS02850Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRSS02900925. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by her De-
partment in 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1900/13]

16/01/2013WRSS03000926. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by her 
Department in 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2031/13]
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16/01/2013WRSS03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 925 and 926 together.

My Department provides annual funding, totalling €11.3 million in 2012, to the thirty three 
City and County Childcare Committees (CCCs) throughout the country. 

The CCCs offer a wide variety of services including advice on setting up a childcare busi-
ness, childcare information sessions, information on local childcare facilities and parent net-
works, and the co-ordination of training courses.  The CCCs also play a very important role in 
the implementation of the childcare support programmes funded by my Department.

Funding is provided to the following CCCs: Carlow, Cavan, Clare, Cork City, Cork County, 
Donegal, Dublin City, Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown, Fingal, Galway, Kerry, Kildare, Kilkenny, 
Laois, Leitrim, Limerick City, Limerick County, Longford, Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, 
Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo, South Dublin, Tipperary North, Tipperary South, Waterford City, 
Waterford County, Westmeath, Wexford, Wicklow.

As part of Local Government reform, the two Childcare Committees in counties Waterford 
(city and county), Tipperary (north and south) and Limerick (city and county) will amalgamate 
to give each county one Childcare Committee.

My Department also provides funding, totalling €2.85m in 2012, to seven National Volun-
tary Childcare Organisations.  These organisations, whose principal objective is to provide sup-
port at local level to their members, also play an important part in the development of childcare 
policy and the dissemination of important information in relation to childcare provision.

The National Voluntary Childcare Organisations supported by the Childcare Directorate 
are Barnardos, Childminding Ireland, Forbairt Naíonraí Teo, The Irish Steiner Waldorf Early 
Childhood Association   (ISWECA), St. Nicholas Montessori Teacher’s Association (SNMTA), 
the Border Counties Childcare Network (BCCN) and Early Childhood Ireland (ECI).

Funding is also provided to services participating in the free Pre-School Year in Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme and the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) 
and Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programmes which are implemented by 
my Department.  This funding, which is provided through capitation or subvention payments, 
forms a substantial part of the funding available to many early childhood care and education 
services currently operating in the country.  The Child Welfare and Protection Policy Unit of 
my Department also provides funding to the ISPCC,  Barnardos and Early Childhood Ireland 
(ECI).

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department provides funding of €1.3m to Barnardos under the 
Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (Round 1), €689,000 to Gaisce and €492,000 to 
Léargas, Co-operation Ireland and Causeway.  Under the Youth Service Grant Scheme (YSGS), 
the Youth Affairs Unit provides funding, totalling almost €11m in 2012, to the following or-
ganisations:

An Óige

Belong To - LGBT

Catholic Guides of Ireland

Catholic Youth Care

Church of Ireland Youth Department
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Confederation of Peace Corps

ECO - UNESCO Clubs

Experiment In International Living

Feachtas

Foróige

Girls’ Brigade

Irish Girl Guides

Junior Chamber Ireland

Macra na Feirme

National Association for Youth Drama

National Federation of Arch Clubs

National Youth Council of Ireland

No Name Club Ltd

Ógra Chorcaí

Ógras

Order of Malta Cadets

Scouting Ireland Ltd

The Boys’ Brigade

Voluntary Services International

Young Christian Workers

Young Irish Film Makers

Young Men’s Christian Association

Youth Work Ireland

DYCW Methodist Church Ireland

Girls’ Friendly Society

Presbyterian Youth

My Department is not be in a position to indicate the extent to which these bodies are in re-
ceipt of funding from other sources.  In addition to the bodies mentioned above my Department 
also provides funds through a number of programmes to support other groups and organisations 
involved in the provision of services for children and young people. If details of any particular 
programmes are required by the Deputy, I will be glad to provide these.

16/01/2013WRSS03150Home Help Service Provision
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16/01/2013WRSS03200927. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he signed a contract during 
2012 with a company headquartered in the United States of America for the provision of home-
help services here; if so, if he will outline the nature of the contract; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57801/12]

16/01/2013WRSS03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRSS03350Social Workers Register

16/01/2013WRSS03400928. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason the price for reg-
istering as a social worker from 31 May 2013 has been set at the high amount of €295; if her 
attention has been drawn to social workers’ concerns that this amount is unfair in view of the 
fact that it is more than three times higher than the fee required for registering as a nurse and 
over four times the fee required for registering as a teacher; if consideration has been given to 
the fact that staff have already seen their incomes reduced by 14%; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57833/12]

16/01/2013WRSS03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Under the provisions of the Health and Social 
Care Professionals Act 2005, the Health and Social care Professionals Council (the Council) is 
an independent statutory body and is responsible for setting the level of fees.

The Council has set the following fee structure:

- A registration fee of €295 for existing practitioners and a fee of €100 for new graduates 
who have obtained recognised professional qualifications within two years of applying for reg-
istration;

- An annual retention fee of €295 for registrants, including those who paid the lower rate on 
graduation, is payable on the annual renewal date.  There is a two-year transitional period from 
the date on which the register of the members of that profession is established, during which 
existing practitioners may apply for registration.

I am conscious that these fees are a new cost to health and social care professionals who 
have already seen reductions in their incomes.  However, health regulators are self funding 
by way of annual fee income with operational costs being determined by the complexity and 
breadth of statutory functions specified in its legislation. The greater the registrant base the 
lower the annual fee charged. Given the enormous registrant base in teaching and nursing,  for 
example, the annual fee charged amounts to less than €100 per annum. In general, health regu-
lators are single profession regulators whereas the Council is charged with regulating twelve 
disparate professions, which can add significantly to operating costs. The twelve designated 
professions to be registered by the Council range in number from under 50 Clinical Biochemists 
to 5,550 Social Care Workers, amounting to about 20,000 registrants in total across all profes-
sions. This is an extremely low registrant base when compared to a registrant base of well in 
excess of 60,000 for nurses.

The Council has extensive statutory functions under the 2005 Act, and considers the an-
nual fee of €295 the minimum required to enable it to operate. The fee charged by the Council, 
which takes account of the requirement to become self funding as soon as possible,  is on a par 
with that charged by other health regulators and less than some in certain cases. The State is 
currently part-funding the Council in its establishment phase (€1.5 million in 2012) to offset the 
current shortfall in income from registration fees and will continue to do so for the next 3 years.
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In response to concerns about the level of fees, the Council has reviewed the regulatory 
structure to establish what scope exists for controlling registration fees and operational costs 
and has adopted the following measures:

- Where existing practitioners with the necessary experience and recognised professional 
qualifications, or equivalent, pay the application fee of €295 and are granted registration during 
the transitional period, the application fee will cover them for the remainder of the transitional 
period and one full year of retention of registration after expiration of the two year period.  This 
concession will apply only to existing practitioners availing of the transitional provisions set 
out in the Act,

- The Council has entered into discussions with the HSE in regard to the feasibility of ar-
rangements for deduction of the registration fee from monthly salary, thereby spreading the cost 
throughout the year,

- Finally, the Council has proposed significant restructuring of the way in which the desig-
nated professions will be registered and regulated to provide a more cost effective operating 
system and to keep costs to a minimum.  This will require the enactment of primary legislation 
in due course.

16/01/2013WRSS03550Illicit Trade in Tobacco

16/01/2013WRSS03600929. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health his plans to launch 
a public awareness campaign to highlight the dangers associated with the purchase of illegal 
cigarettes on the street or at markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57834/12]

16/01/2013WRSS03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All tobacco products, whether legally pro-
duced, illicit or counterfeit are injurious to health and are therefore a threat to public health. I 
am concerned about the level of smoking in Ireland and it remains my objective that Ireland 
moves towards being  a tobacco free society.

The Revenue Commissioners are responsible for tackling the illicit trade in cigarettes and 
tobacco products.  They attach a high priority to tackling this trade because of the threat that 
it poses to society.   In 2012, over 95 million illicit cigarettes were seized and there were 132 
convictions for the smuggling or selling of illicit cigarettes or other tobacco products.

Revenue’s “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-2013)”, which is pub-
lished on the Revenue website (www. revenue.ie), includes a range of measures designed to 
complement each other in targeting the supply and demand sides of the market for illicit ciga-
rettes and other tobacco products. My Department and the HSE strongly support this Strategy.  

One of the actions identified in the strategy is to reduce the demand for illicit products by 
educating the public about their negative consequences. For that reason, Revenue seeks to op-
timise media coverage for significant seizures and other enforcement action against the illicit 
tobacco trade, and for prosecutions and convictions for offences relating to illicit tobacco prod-
ucts. All suitable opportunities are availed of to highlight and publicise the dangers associated 
with the illicit trade and to encourage members of the public to provide information on the sale 
or supply of illicit tobacco products.

The Report of the Tobacco Policy Review Group which will be published in the coming 
months will consider ways to denormalise smoking in society such as extending tobacco con-
trol legislation in particular for situations where children are present. It will also consider social 
marketing and educational programmes.  The Report will include a section on the illicit trade of 
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tobacco, including the work of the Revenue Commissioners.

16/01/2013WRSS03750Water Fluoridation

16/01/2013WRSS03800930. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on the reason 
that 10 local authorities and seven urban district councils have voted to ban fluoridation of wa-
ter supplies and yet his Department and the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health contin-
ues with a policy of fluoridation; if he will ask the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health 
to address the position adopted by the 10 local authorities and to analyse their reasons for doing 
so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58016/12]

16/01/2013WRSS03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): cal authorities have 
a statutory obligation to  fluoridate public water supplies as provided for in the Health (Fluori-
dation of Water Supplies Act) 1960.

The Expert Body on Fluorides and Health keeps up to date on new and emerging issues 
regarding water fluoridation and no new issues have emerged to change the Expert Body’s 
advice to the Department of Health. The opinion of the Expert Body is supported by the World 
Health Organisation; the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, the Public Health Service 
and the Surgeon General of the United States; the World Dental Federation; the International 
Association for Dental Research; the Royal College of Physicians of England and by major 
international scientifically validated reviews in many countries.

16/01/2013WRSS03950Drugs Payment Scheme Threshold

16/01/2013WRSS04000931. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a family which reaches 
the drug refund scheme limit of €132 per month in 2012, but has one family member on a medi-
cal card paying a separate prescription charge of 50 cent an item, is prevented from claiming 
any moneys paid beyond the €132 per month, even though they can demonstrate that more was 
paid. [1004/13]

16/01/2013WRSS04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The General Medi-
cal Services (GMS) Scheme and the Drug Payment Scheme (DPS) are separate schemes with 
separate qualifying criteria. 

Under the GMS Scheme, medical card holders are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item 
for medicines and other prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject 
to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person or family. Charges are not payable in respect of 
items supplied under the Long Term Illness Scheme. Prescription charges do not apply to chil-
dren in the care of the HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Methadone 
Treatment Scheme.  

Under the DPS, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards 
the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In addition, people who 
cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves 
and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment process, the Health 
Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.   
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of general practice consultation.
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16/01/2013WRSS04150Disabled Drivers Grants

16/01/2013WRSS04200932. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if the material transport grant for 
persons with a disability who require a car for going to work is being maintained and at what 
rate per annum. [1015/13]

16/01/2013WRSS04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I understand 
that the Deputy is referring to the Motorised Transport Grant.  I can assure the Deputy that the 
Motorised Transport Grant is still available to people with a disability to enable them to retain 
employment, subject to satisfying the eligibility and means criteria.  The rate of the maximum 
Motorised Transport Grant payable remains unchanged and is currently €5,020.50

16/01/2013WRSS04350HSE Staff Remuneration

16/01/2013WRSS04400933. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he intends to take action 
over the apparent total overpayment to the current Chief Executive Officer of the Health Ser-
vice Executive of circa, €160,000 since 2006; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1135/13]

16/01/2013WRSS04500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is the responsibility of the HSE, as em-
ployer, to ensure that the correct pay rates are in force for its staff.  This is essential to ensure 
compliance with public service pay policy.   In the case raised by the Deputy, the HSE granted 
an allowance in 2006 in recognition of the additional responsibilities which the individual’s 
appointment as Project Director for the National Programme for Radiation Oncology entailed.  
This allowance was incorporated into the individual’s salary rate for subsequent appointments 
on a secondment basis as Deputy Director, and then Interim  Director, of the National Cancer 
Control Programme.  Following the subsuming of the National Cancer Screening Service into 
the HSE with effect from 1 January 2010, the salary level payable to the staff member con-
cerned was maintained.

While the allowance granted was intended to reflect very significant extra responsibilities, 
and I am satisfied that these additional duties were discharged successfully over a number of 
years, this arrangement was put in place without the approval of the then Departments of Health 
and Children and Finance.  In these circumstances   my Department wrote to the HSE in No-
vember 2012, requesting that it review its procedures for the sanctioning of pay levels, includ-
ing allowances.  In particular, the Executive was asked to take the necessary steps to ensure that 
adequate governance and oversight controls are in place at appropriate levels  to ensure that the 
required sanctioning procedures are strictly adhered to within the HSE.

In addition the HSE Internal Audit function is at present undertaking a detailed review of 
the remuneration arrangements for senior staff in all organisations funded under section 38 of 
the Health Act 2004 to provide services on behalf of the HSE.  When this has been completed, 
a report on the matter will be considered by the Board of the HSE in the first instance.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRTT00200934. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the rationale and criteria used 
in determining a 3.7% budget cutback figure as the disability sector’s contribution to the health 
sector budget rationalisation plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1235/13]

16/01/2013WRTT00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The amount allocated for Disability Services 
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this year is €1,535m, which is a reduction of 1.2% on the allocation for 2012.  €6m of the 
reduction relates to savings and efficiencies in the disability sector and is based on the imple-
mentation of the recommendations in the Report of the Value for Money and Policy Review of 
Disability Services Programme (2012).  This report points the way towards the achievement 
of optimal effectiveness and efficiency within the existing substantial resources expended on 
health and personal services for people with a disability.  During 2013 the HSE will commence 
an early examination of the VFM findings in regard to rosters, skills mix, the unit cost base and 
average costs across the HSE-funded agencies in the sector.  A commissioning and procurement 
framework will also be developed during the course of the year.  The balance of the reduction 
relates to the disability sector share of staff numbers reductions, such as the Employment Con-
trol Framework (ECF) and the incentivised career break scheme.

 The Government is committed to protecting frontline services for people with disabilities 
to the greatest possible extent and I am working to ensure that protection is afforded to the dis-
ability sector, and the Social Care area as a whole. 

In 2013 the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2012,  by providing the following spe-
cialist disability services:

- residential services to over 9,000 people with a disability;

- day services to over 22,000 people with intellectual and physical disabilities;

- respite residential support for over 7,500 people with intellectual and physical disabilities;

- 1.68m hours of Personal Assistant / Home Support Hours

  The HSE’s National Service Plan includes €150m in unallocated pay savings which are not, 
as yet, reflected in the programme or regional budgets.  These pay savings targets will be 
allocated later in 2013, when the terms of the expected agreement with public sector unions 
on an extension of the Public Service Agreement becomes known.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRTT00400935. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the way the social and eco-
nomic implications of the policy of budget cutbacks for those school leavers with disabilities, 
who are no longer guaranteed rehabilitative training or day service funding, are to be addressed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1236/13]

16/01/2013WRTT00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I recognise 
the importance of life-skills training and day care services to people with disabilities who are 
leaving the education system in 2013.  Day services for adults with disabilities provide a net-
work of support for people who have a wide spectrum of need, ranging from those with severe 
and profound disabilities who are likely to need long-term specialist service provision to people 
with lower support needs and greater potential for community participation and inclusion.  The 
HSE, through its Occupational Guidance Service, works with schools, service providers, ser-
vice users and families to identify the needs of young people with disabilities who are due to 
complete their second level education.  The aim is to address the needs of individuals in the 
following ways:

- Health-funded rehabilitative (life skills) training (RT);

- Health-funded day services;
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- FÁS-funded vocational training;

- Approval to extend education placement for a specified time.

The demand for services for school-leavers continues to grow.  In 2012, almost 700 school-
leavers required RT places or day services and the position in 2013 is expected to be similar.  
While the HSE makes every effort to provide day services or RT places to school-leavers with 
special needs, this has always been dependant on the availability and location of appropriate 
places coupled with the needs of the individual school-leaver.  The HSE is currently review-
ing the outcomes for 2012 school-leavers in terms of placements achieved and scoping out the 
likely requirements for 2013.  I wish to acknowledge the work of the HSE and the voluntary 
service providers in meeting the considerable challenges placed on them last year by find-
ing places for the vast majority of school-leavers without additional funding.  I am pleased to 
confirm however that, although the 2013 allocation for disability services has been reduced by 
1.2%, the HSE National Service Plan includes an additional €4m to provide training places and 
day services for school-leavers in 2013.  Both the voluntary sector and the HSE are committed 
to the best use of this funding in a creative and flexible manner so as to secure as many places 
as possible within the available resources although this will continue to be a challenge in the 
current environment. 

Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRTT00600936. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the way the recommenda-
tions of the Congregate Settings and the New Directions Reports are to be implemented in a 
sector that is already decimated by unprecedented budgetary restriction and the implications for 
those persons at the heart of the reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1237/13]

16/01/2013WRTT00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In recent 
years disability service provision has been moving towards a community based and inclusive 
model rather one which is institutional and segregated.  The key lessons from the Report of 
the Working Group on Congregated Settings (2011) and New Directions, the Report of the Na-
tional Working Group for the Review of HSE-funded Adult Day Services (2012), together with 
the Value for Money and Policy Review of Disability Services in Ireland (2012), will provide a 
catalyst for achieving a more effective, person centered disability service, in line with interna-
tional best practice.  The implementation of these reports will be progressed though the HSE’s 
National Disability Governance Group and through the National Consultative Forum in 2013.  
It should be borne in mind that the radical change recommended in the reports is not the sole 
responsibility of the Health Sector but rather, a collaborative responsibility shared between the 
person, their families and carers, a multiplicity of agencies, Government and society as a whole.

The Report of the Working Group on Congregated Settings (July 2011), sets out a frame-
work to guide the transfer of identified individuals from congregated settings to live in the com-
munity. A HSE-led National implementation Group is developing a national plan and change 
programme to progress the recommendations of the Congregated Settings Report and transfer 
the 3,600 people with disabilities who live in these settings into the community over the next 7 
years.  In July 2012 the Department of Health and the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Affairs jointly published the National Implementation Framework to support 
the Government’s National Housing Strategy for People with Disability 2011 to 2016 .  As part 
of this process €1m has been transferred from the Health Vote to the Housing Vote to provide 
for the social housing costs of up to 150 people leaving institutions in 2013. 

A National Implementation Working Group has also been established by the HSE to oversee 
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the implementation of the recommendations in New Directions.  The report proposes that day 
services in the future take the form of a menu of 12 individualised, outcome-focused supports 
which will provide adults with disabilities with the support necessary to live a life of their 
choosing in accordance with their own wishes, aspirations and needs.  The guiding principle for 
the future is that supports will be tailored to individual need and will be flexible, responsive and 
person-centred.   During 2013 the HSE will manage and direct the migration towards a person-
centred model of services and supports, through demonstration projects initiated by service 
providers as proof of concept, which will run in parallel with current services.  Their suitability 
for wider application will then be evaluated.

Water Fluoridation

16/01/2013WRTT00800937. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the argu-
ments to discontinue the practice of water fluoridation here (details supplied); the reason the 
State continues the fluoridation policy; if he will initiate a fresh review of the policy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1545/13]

16/01/2013WRTT00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Water fluoridation 
and the use of appropriate fluorides is a major plank of public health policy in Ireland in the 
prevention and management of tooth decay.  In 2002 the Forum on Fluoridation, which was 
established to review this policy, concluded that the fluoridation of public piped water supplies 
should continue as a public health measure.  The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, 
established in 2004, monitors new and emerging issues on fluoride and its effects on health and 
related matters.  It advises that the balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that water 
fluoridation, at the optimal level, does not cause any ill effects and is the safest and most cost 
effective method of protecting the oral health of the population. 

The information provided by the Deputy has been forwarded to the Expert Body for consid-
eration by its New and Emerging Issues Sub-Committee.

Animal Experimentation

16/01/2013WRTT01000938. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the permitted humane methods of 
killing for different species of animals bred for or used in laboratory experiments at different 
stages of their development and or different body weights, under SI 566/2002, operable until 1 
January 2013 [2072/13]

16/01/2013WRTT011001072. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the permitted humane 
methods of killing for different species of animals bred for or used in laboratory experiments at 
different stages of their development and or different body weights, under SI 566/2002, opera-
tive until 1 January 2013. [1510/13]

16/01/2013WRTT01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 938 and 
1072 together.

I would like to advise the Deputy that EU Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of ani-
mals used for scientific purposes has been transposed into Irish law by European Union (Pro-
tection of Animals Used for Scientific Purposes) Regulations 2012.  These Regulations, which 
came into operation on 1 January 2013, considerably strengthen the protection of animals still 
needed for research and safety testing.  They also play a significant role in terms of minimis-
ing the number of animals used and require that alternatives to animal testing be utilised where 
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possible. 

The Deputy’s question relates to the European Communities (Amendment of Cruelty to 
Animals Act 1876) Regulations 2002 which were revoked by the aforementioned 2012 Regula-
tions. While the 2002 Regulation did not specify specific methods of killing, it did require that 
killing of animals be done by a humane method (defined as “the killing of the animal with the 
minimum of physical and mental suffering, depending on the species”).  In this context, ac-
count was to be taken of Commission Recommendation (2007/526/EU) on guidelines for the 
accommodation and care of animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes.  This 
Recommendation set out requirements in relation to humane killing.  General requirements 
were outlined in relation to all species and where appropriate, more specific requirements were 
outlined in relation to certain species. 

The new legislation, now in force, sets out a comprehensive range of measures that must 
be complied with in relation to methods of killing.  It requires that where an animal (used or 
intended to be used in a procedure, or bred specifically so that their organs or tissues may be 
used for scientific purposes) is killed, the person responsible for the killing shall ensure that 
the method of killing with the minimum pain, suffering and distress is used, and the animal is 
killed by a competent person in the establishment of the breeder, supplier or user, as appropri-
ate.  Additionally it requires that in the case of the killing of an animal covered by Annex IV 
to the Directive, the breeder, supplier or user, or other person responsible, shall ensure that the 
appropriate method of killing as set out in that Annex is used.

16/01/2013WRTT01250Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRTT01300939. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of regulatory impact 
assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past twelve months; and the list 
of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department in the past twelve months 
[57762/12]

16/01/2013WRTT01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): During the 12 month period, 1 January 2012 
to 31 December 2012, a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) was completed by my Depart-
ment in relation to the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012.  This Bill will 
introduce a system of generic substitution and reference pricing for prescribed drugs and medi-
cines and is currently before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRTT01500940. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will review a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork [57772/12]

16/01/2013WRTT01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Medical Card Delays

16/01/2013WRTT01700941. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
dealing with the medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57778/12]
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16/01/2013WRTT01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRTT01900942. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for medical card [57783/12]

16/01/2013WRTT02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRTT02100943. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
pointment for a hip replacement consultation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57785/12]

16/01/2013WRTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRTT02250Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRTT02300944. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding fund-
ing in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57786/12]

16/01/2013WRTT02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Underage Drinking

16/01/2013WRTT02500945. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ad-
dress the problem of underage drinking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57795/12]

16/01/2013WRTT02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Substance Misuse Strategy 
Steering Group reported in February, 2012.  The report contains a range of recommendations 
to, among other things, reduce the consumption of alcohol in general.  These recommendations 
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are grouped under five pillars of Supply Reduction (availability), Prevention, Treatment, Reha-
bilitation and Research.  The Report contains a range of recommendations that impact directly 
and indirectly on the problem of excessive youth alcohol consumption. 

Real and tangible proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the recommendations 
in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report.  These proposals cover all of the areas men-
tioned in the report, including: the areas of advertising of alcohol and sponsorship of various 
public events by the drinks industry.  I intend to submit these proposals to the Government for 
consideration and approval as soon as possible.

Speech and Language Therapy

16/01/2013WRTT02700946. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been taken to 
withdraw occupational and speech and language therapy provision from a special needs school 
(details supplied) in County Cork; the alternative arrangements that have been made; if indi-
vidual family circumstances were considered before changes were made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [57806/12]

16/01/2013WRTT02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

Drugs Payment Scheme Threshold

16/01/2013WRTT02900947. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to make allowances 
under the drugs payment scheme for persons who have undergone an organ transplant and who 
will be on medication for life requiring them to pay the full €144 each month; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57807/12]

16/01/2013WRTT03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

There are no plans to make changes to the scheme.  In addition, people who cannot, without 
undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves and their depen-
dants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment process, the Health Service Execu-
tive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.   Those who are 
not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost 
of general practice consultation.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

16/01/2013WRTT03100948. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the projected savings as a result 
of the increase in fair deal charges as announced in Budget 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57815/12]

16/01/2013WRTT03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The asset 
contribution under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme will be increasing from 5% to 7.5% 
per annum, as announced in Budget 2013.  This will be capped at three years, or 22.5%, in the 
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case of the principal private residence.  The change will apply to both new and existing nurs-
ing home residents.  However, for existing residents, it should be noted that, in the case of the 
principal private residence, the higher percentage will only apply for the time remaining of the 
three year cap.  In the case of all other assets, it will apply for as long as the person remains in 
receipt of financial support under the Scheme.

It is important to note that the legislation underpinning the Scheme must be amended before 
these measures can be implemented. Therefore, an effective date will be announced in 2013. 
The projected savings for a half year are €3m.

Medicinal Products Expenditure

16/01/2013WRTT03300949. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the outcome 
of the Trinity College Dublin researchers’ findings in which savings of more than 50% can be 
made on the five most common medicines by prescribing similar but cheaper versions of the 
drugs and where their findings also state that the ten most prescribed medicines were on average 
2.7 times more expensive here than in the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[57821/12]

16/01/2013WRTT03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White):  The prices of 
drugs vary between countries for a number of reasons, including different prices set by manu-
facturers, different wholesale and pharmacy mark-ups, different dispensing fees and different 
rates of VAT.  In recent years, a number of changes to the pricing and reimbursement system 
have been successfully introduced in Ireland.  These have resulted in reductions in the prices of 
thousands of medicines.

Following intensive negotiations involving the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association 
(IPHA), the HSE and the Department of Health, a major new deal on the cost of drugs in the 
State was concluded in October last.  It will deliver a number of important benefits, including 

- significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs, 

- a lowering of the drugs bill to the State, 

- timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain conditions, and

- reducing the cost base of the health system into the future.

The gross savings arising from this deal will be in excess of €400m over 3 years.  €210 mil-
lion from the gross savings will make available new drugs to patients over 3 years. Thus, the 
deal will result in a net reduction in the HSE expenditure on drugs of about €190m.

The Department of Health and the HSE have also successfully finalised discussions with 
the Association of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers in Ireland (APMI), which represent the ge-
neric industry, on a new agreement to deliver further savings in the cost of generic drugs.  It is 
estimated that the combined gross savings from the IPHA and APMI deals will be in excess of 
€120 million in 2013.

The IPHA agreement provides that prices are referenced to the currency adjusted average 
price to wholesaler in the nominated EU member states in which the medicine is then avail-
able.  The prices of a range of medicines were reduced on 1 January 2013 in accordance with 
the agreement.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, which is currently before the 
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House, provides for the introduction of a system of generic substitution and reference pricing.  
The Bill provides that when the HSE is setting a reference price for, or reviewing a reference 
price set for, a relevant group of interchangeable medicinal products it shall take into account 
the following criteria:

- the ability of suppliers to meet patient demand for the relevant item;

- the value for money afforded by the relevant item;

- the equivalent prices of the relevant item in all other Member States where the product is 
marketed;

- the prices of therapeutically similar items; and

- the resources available to the HSE.

It is important to balance achieving best value for money for the taxpayer with assuring 
continuity of supply for critical medical products, particularly in a small market like Ireland. 
Consequently, the Bill aims to achieve value for money while avoiding disruption in the avail-
ability of medicines on the Irish market. 

Hospital Charges

16/01/2013WRTT03500950. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if it is true that sick and dy-
ing cancer patients are being pursued by debt collectors acting on behalf of our public hospitals 
for €75 per day for chemotherapy treatment; the policy in these hospitals regarding engaging 
debt collectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57838/12]

16/01/2013WRTT03600951. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health with regard to the €75 per 
day charge for persons suffering from cancer who have to receive different types of daily treat-
ments, if it is time for him to issue a new directive excluding some categories of patients from 
this charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57839/12]

16/01/2013WRTT03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 950 and 951 
together.

The public in-patient charge (€75 per day subject to a maximum of €750 in any period of 
12 consecutive months) is provided for by the Health (In-Patient Charges) Regulations 1987 
(as amended), made under Section 53 of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  These regulations 
underpin charges for any person admitted to hospital as a day case.  

Under the regulations, medical card holders are exempted from this charge.

In 2011 the Health Service Executive instructed all collection agencies involved in the col-
lection of hospital charges that charges in excess of the prescribed amounts may not be levied 
on patients.

Environmental Regulations

16/01/2013WRTT03800952. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the cost in-
volved to his Department and the health system in general following the European Environ-
mental Agency findings against the ESB and a multi national alumina industry  [57848/12]
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16/01/2013WRTT03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has been advised by the 
Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, the Department with primary 
responsibility for matters relating to air quality, that all power plants in Ireland are subject to the 
licensing, monitoring and enforcement requirements of the Integrated Pollution Prevention and 
Control (IPPC) regime.  Plants operating with an IPPC licence are monitored by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to ensure that the terms of their licences are respected, includ-
ing emission levels.   My Department has also been informed that there has been no breach of 
IPPC licensing conditions by the ESB or other power plants and that monitoring undertaken by 
the EPA confirms that total emissions from such plants are consistently below the levels pre-
scribed to ensure adequate protection of human health and the environment.  In view of this I do 
not consider that an investigation along the lines suggested by the Deputy is necessary.

Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRTT04000953. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57860/12]

16/01/2013WRTT04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRTT04200954. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57861/12]

16/01/2013WRTT04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRTT04400955. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health his views on the cur-
rent absence of occupational therapy services in the Ballinasloe area of County Galway; if an 
occupational therapist has been selected for the area; the time frame for such an appointment 
and provision of said services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57863/12]

16/01/2013WRTT04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRUU00200956. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if adequate resources and train-
ing are in place for care workers dealing with patients suffering from dementia; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57866/12]
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16/01/2013WRUU00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRUU00350Departmental Agencies Issues

16/01/2013WRUU00400957. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other entities, which are financed 
from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been abolished, merged or 
re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have been realised since the 
changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; if he will provide details 
of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [57880/12]

16/01/2013WRUU00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A comprehensive programme of rationalisa-
tion has been implemented across Department of Health funded agencies since mid-2008.  The 
primary aim of the rationalisation programme is to streamline service delivery, professional 
registration and policy making in a number of areas in the health sector, through the integration 
and/or amalgamation of functions.  The extent of savings will vary between organisations and 
the majority of staff will be redeployed to other public service bodies.  Efficiencies will derive 
from economies of scale and the elimination of duplication in areas such as recruitment, pro-
curement, payroll and ICT. 

Primary legislation was/is required to dissolve each individual agency.  Since the Govern-
ment took office, the following progress has been made:

Agency Dissolved/Merged Date
National Social Work Quali-
fications Board 

Subsumed into Health and 
Social Care Professionals 
Council (CORU)

31 March 2011

Children Acts Advisory 
Board

Subsumed into the Office 
of the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs

8 September 2011

National Council for the 
Professional Development 
of Nursing and Midwifery

Dissolved and Subsumed 
into An Bord Altranais 

31 December 2011

The Drug Treatment Centre Board is scheduled to be dissolved and subsumed into the HSE 
shortly. It is envisaged that the drafting of the Bill to subsume the Opticians Board into CORU 
will commence this year and that rationalisation will be finalised in 2014.

As part of the Public Service Reform Plan announced on 17th November 2011, my Govern-
ment announced 6 further bodies to be considered for rationalisation.

Mental Health Commission
National Paediatric Hospital Development Board
Health Information and Quality Authority
National Treatment Purchase Fund
Health Insurance Authority
Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council

Hospital Staff Issues
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16/01/2013WRUU00600958. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that two ju-
nior doctors at Tallaght Hospital, Dublin, took their own lives in the past six months, the time 
limitation on hours worked by junior doctors working in hospitals, and his plans to alter same. 
[57901/12]

16/01/2013WRUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The causes of suicide are complex and are 
likely to involve an inter-play of psychological, biological social and environmental factors 
in the context of a person’s negative experiences over a lifetime, sometimes aggravated by a 
recent personal difficulty.  

The number of deaths by suicide is a matter of continuing concern for this Government.  We 
are committed to addressing this serious issue and have prioritised the implementation of Reach 
Out  – the National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention (2005 – 2014).

S.I. No. 494 of 2004 European Communities (Organisation of Working Time) (Activities of 
Doctors in Training) Regulations 2004, which transposed the EU Working Time Directive for 
doctors in training, provides for:

- A maximum 48 hour average working week;

- 11 hours rest every 24 hours or equivalent compensatory rest before return to work; and

- 35 hours continuous rest per week or twice a fortnight or 59 hours continuous rest per 
fortnight.

There has been a significant reduction in the weekly hours worked by NCHDs in recent 
years.  Typically NCHDs work approximately 55 hours per week.  Further work is therefore 
required to achieve compliance with the requirements of the Directive.

In January 2012, Ireland submitted to the EU Commission a detailed Plan for the achieve-
ment of compliance by NCHDs with the Working Time Directive.  The plan affirmed Ireland’s 
commitment to achieving compliance with the Directive over a three-year time period.  It com-
mitted to implementing measures to compliance, including:

a. The implementation of new work patterns for medical staff;

b. Transfer of work undertaken by NCHDs to other grades;

c. Organisation of hospital services to support EWTD compliance.   

Compliance is being progressed in the context of the Government’s programme for health 
reform and at the level of each hospital and through strategic measures in relation to how hos-
pital services are organised and managed.

The Health Service Executive’s Service Plan for 2013 specifically recognises the need to 
address the issue as a priority, stating that there will be a particular focus in the acute hospital 
service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working Time Directive amongst 
the non-consultant hospital doctor (NCHD) workforce, in line with the Implementation Plan 
submitted to the Commission in 2012.

HSE Funding

16/01/2013WRUU00800959. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will safeguard the funding for 
services (details supplied) in view of the crucial services it provides to children with intellectual 
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disabilities. [57912/12]

16/01/2013WRUU00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRUU01000960. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will refrain from imposing 
any further cuts to the disability sector; and if he will make a commitment to protect the current 
level of funding that exists. [57922/12]

16/01/2013WRUU01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Gov-
ernment currently provides funding of over €1.5 billion to the Disability Services Programme 
through the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013 , and is committed to protecting frontline 
services for people with disabilities to the greatest possible extent. 

The Minister for Health is working to ensure that protection is afforded to the disability sec-
tor, and the Social Care area as a whole. 

In 2013 the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2012,  by providing the following spe-
cialist disability services:

- residential services to over 9,000 people with a disability;

- day services to over 22,000 people with intellectual and physical disabilities;

- respite residential support for over 7,500 people with intellectual and physical disabilities;

- 1.68m hours of Personal Assistant / Home Support Hours.

Maternity Services

16/01/2013WRUU01200961. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of ma-
ternity hospitals that currently test pregnant women to see if they carry the sickle-cell gene; if 
there are plans for all maternity hospitals to test for this if they do not already do so; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [57927/12]

16/01/2013WRUU01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

HSE Funding

16/01/2013WRUU01400962. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health his veiws on correspondence 
regarding funding for day care services for elderly people (details supplied). [57933/12]

16/01/2013WRUU01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities
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16/01/2013WRUU01600963. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health his views on the findings of the 
National Advocacy Service, published October 2012, that disabled persons being moved out 
of institutions and into the community without adequate planning resulted in increased doses 
of prescription medication for some; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57955/12]

16/01/2013WRUU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Card Eligibility

16/01/2013WRUU01800964. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the review the Health Service Executive has undertaken after an audit found that 7,000 old-age 
pensioners had not had their eligibility reviewed for more than ten years; the number of medical 
cards that have been revoked; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57956/12]

16/01/2013WRUU01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRUU01950Health Insurance Management System

16/01/2013WRUU02000965. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the elec-
tronic claims management system that has been rolled out to six sites to replace the paper-based 
process; the locations at which this system will be rolled out to next; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [57957/12]

16/01/2013WRUU02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Insurance Management System 
(HIMS) electronically processes private health insurance claims for acute hospitals and allows 
for the electronic submission of forms to the relevant insurers.  Historically this has been a 
largely manual, paper based, time consuming exercise.  Each hospital on the new system now 
operates a standard process, with patients having the option to sign claim forms electronically 
on admission. 

The system is being implemented by the HSE in conjunction with Sláinte Healthcare who 
supply the software.  The system is now currently live in eleven sites and six sites are in prog-
ress. Rollout to further sites is envisaged and will require approval from the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

Live Sites 

St James’s Hospital 

Mater Misercordiae Hospital 

Cork University Hospital 

Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin 

Adelaide and Meath Incorporating the National Childrens Hospital, Tallaght 

Mid-Western Regional Hospital Dooradoyle, Limerick

Mid-Western Orthopaedic Hospital, Croom, Co Limerick 
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Mid-Western Maternity Hospital, Ennis Road, Limerick

University Hospital Galway 

Merlin Park University Hospital, Galway 

Mercy University Hospital, Cork

In Progress

Beaumont

Our Lady of Lourdes Drogheda

Sligo Regional

Waterford Regional

Roscommon General

Portiuncula.

Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRUU02200966. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois will receive an appointment for a hearing test; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [57967/12]

16/01/2013WRUU02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a strict chronol-
ogy according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral.  The HSE has been asked to 
examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

HSE Staff Remuneration

16/01/2013WRUU02400967. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
and by Health Service Executive region the amount paid in bonuses to HSE managers in the 
years 2009-2012 inclusive; the number of managers who received such bonuses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [57974/12]

16/01/2013WRUU02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A number of performance related award 
schemes were introduced in the health service following a decision by the then Government on 
the implementation of recommendations of the Review Body on Higher Remuneration in the 
Public Sector, in a report published in September 2000.  In May 2009, in the context of the seri-
ous deterioration in the public finances and in view of the cessation of such awards in the civil 
service, my Department wrote to the HSE stating that bonus payments should be suspended 
pending the issue of further guidelines.  In March 2010, my Department instructed the HSE that 
the schemes should be suspended on an indefinite basis; the schemes remain suspended.

The Deputy’s question, insofar as it relates to any payments made prior to the suspension of 
the schemes, has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRUU02600968. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13 has been 44 months waiting for an appoint-
ment for orthodontic treatment and the action he will take regarding same. [57984/12]

16/01/2013WRUU02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need.  An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to her as soon as possible.

Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRUU02800969. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the reason a cancer patient 
undergoing chemotherapy was refused a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [57995/12]

16/01/2013WRUU02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on 
residency and means. There are currently two categories of eligibility for all persons ordinar-
ily resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all others). Full 
eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits, and is granted to persons who, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general practitioner, medical 
and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hardship. There is no 
automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons who have cancer.

There is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the 
income guidelines are exceeded.  The HSE recently set up a clinical panel to assist in the 
processing of applications for discretionary medical cards where there are difficult personal 
circumstances.

There is an emergency process for a person who is terminally ill, or in urgent need of 
medical attention and cannot afford to pay for it, that provides a card within 24 hours while the 
normal application process is completed.  Once a letter from the patient’s GP or consultant is 
received, stating that the person is terminally ill, and the required personal details are provided 
an emergency card is issued to that person for a six-month period.

Cancer Screening Programmes

16/01/2013WRUU03000970. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider providing 
the breast check programme from the age of 45 years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [57996/12]

16/01/2013WRUU03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The BreastCheck Programme provides free 
mammograms to all women aged 50-64.  The Programme for Government includes the exten-
sion of Breastcheck to women in the 65-69 age group, in keeping with EU Guidelines on effec-
tive screening for breast cancer. 

The NCSS continually reviews and assesses new and emerging evidence in screening ben-
efits, including the optimum age range for screening.  In 2009 it  commissioned a review of the 
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evidence for reducing the lower screening age limit from 50 to 47 years.  The review found that 
the effectiveness of screening below age 50 remains an issue of debate. 

The main priority for the HSE’s National Cancer Screening Service (NCSS) at present is to 
maximise national uptake in the 50-64 year age cohort and it aims to extend the upper age range 
from 65 - 69 in 2014 in keeping with the Programme for Government.

 In the meantime women of any age who have concerns about breast cancer should seek the 
advice of their GP who will, if appropriate, refer them to the symptomatic breast services in one 
of the eight designated specialist cancer centres.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRUU03200971. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for fair deal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [58003/12]

16/01/2013WRUU03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV00075Medical Card Eligibility

16/01/2013WRVV00100972. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if Multiple Sclerosis, 
Ulcerative Colitis and Chrohn’s Disease are on the list of diseases that qualify the sufferer for 
a medical card; and if not, the reason these diseases do not qualify; when the list of qualifying 
diseases was last reviewed and his plans to review it again. [58011/12]

16/01/2013WRVV00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on 
residency and means.  There are currently two categories of eligibility for all persons ordinar-
ily resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all others).  Full 
eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits, and is granted to persons who, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general practitioner, medical 
and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hardship.  There is no 
automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons with any specific illness.

There is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the 
income guidelines are exceeded.The HSE recently set up a clinical panel to assist in the pro-
cessing of applications for discretionary medical cards where there are difficult personal cir-
cumstances.

There is an emergency process for a person who is terminally ill, or in urgent need of 
medical attention and cannot afford to pay for it, that provides a card within 24 hours while the 
normal application process is completed.  Once a letter from the patient’s GP or consultant is 
received, stating that the person is terminally ill, and the required personal details are provided 
an emergency card is issued to that person for a six-month period.

16/01/2013WRVV00250Medical Products

16/01/2013WRVV00300973. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department or 
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the Health Service Executive have indemnified suppliers of replacement hips (details supplied) 
[58012/12]

16/01/2013WRVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has not indemnified suppli-
ers of replacement hips.   As this is a service issue your question has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV00450Home Care Packages

16/01/2013WRVV00500974. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will review the provi-
sion of home care assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork to ensure 
it is adequate for their needs. [58013/12]

16/01/2013WRVV00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV00650Nursing Education

16/01/2013WRVV00700975. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the cours-
es currently in place to assist public health nurses who have not been nursing for five years or 
more to return to nursing; when it is planned to run such courses in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [58018/12]

16/01/2013WRVV00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have forwarded your query to the HSE for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRVV00850Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRVV00900976. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the case of a person (details supplied) who is not included in the redress board and was a victim 
of Dr. Micheal Neary [58031/12]

16/01/2013WRVV01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the person referred to by 
the Deputy is one of the women excluded from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme on age 
grounds.

This Government has given a commitment in the Programme for Government to seek a 
mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age grounds alone from the 
Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme. I understand that approximately 35 women who suffered an 
unnecessary bilateral oophorectomy were excluded from the Redress Scheme on the basis of 
age alone. The Scheme of Redress approved by Government in 2007 was a non-statutory, ex-
gratia   scheme.  Awards were determined by an independent Redress Board in 2007 and 2008.  

My Department has been engaged in a review to identify the most appropriate mechanism 
to compensate these women. This review has included taking instructions and legal advice, 
including advice from the Office of the Attorney General, with a view to bringing proposals 
to Government for a decision.  This process is ongoing, and it is my intention that it will be 
brought to a satisfactory, legally sound conclusion as quickly as possible. 
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16/01/2013WRVV01050Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRVV01100977. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
plication for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [58046/12]

16/01/2013WRVV01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

16/01/2013WRVV01250Medical Card Eligibility

16/01/2013WRVV01300978. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he is concerned by the 
numbers presenting at constituency offices whose medical cards have been replaced by general 
practitioner cards who have not been taking their medications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [58053/12]

16/01/2013WRVV01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, medical cards are provided to persons who, in the opinion of the 
Health Service Executive, are unable without undue hardship to arrange general practitioner 
medical and surgical services for themselves and their dependants.  The assessment for a medi-
cal card is determined primarily by reference to the means of the applicant and his/her depen-
dants.  Where an applicant fails to qualify for a medical card, either as a first time applicant or 
under review, they are then considered for a GP visit card.  Income limits for GP visit cards are 
50% higher than those applying to medical cards.

Approximately 1.85 million people are covered by a medical card, an increase of almost 
25% since the end of 2009.  The cost of the General Medical Services scheme is estimated to 
have been approximately €1.9 billion in 2012.

Under the Drugs Payment Scheme no individual or family pays more than €144 per calen-
dar month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme is easy to use and 
significantly reduces the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure 
on medicines.

16/01/2013WRVV01450Medical Card Eligibility

16/01/2013WRVV01500979. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if asylum seekers who 
leave the direct provision system will have their medical cards revoked, even if they have exist-
ing medical conditions; if so, the reason for this in view of the fact that their incomes will still 
be below the medical card threshold in view of the fact that they are excluded from employment 
and the social welfare system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58054/12]

16/01/2013WRVV01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRVV01650Home Care Packages

16/01/2013WRVV01700980. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
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No. 246 of the 12 December 2012, if he will provide a breakdown a month by month break-
down of the number of home care package hours and the number of home help hours supplied 
to persons in County Louth in each month since January 2009 [58066/12]

16/01/2013WRVV01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV01850Homelessness Strategy

16/01/2013WRVV01900981. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of the funds spent by his Department in tackling the issue of homelessness in County Louth in 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the amount that has been allocated for such services in 
2013 [58081/12]

16/01/2013WRVV02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Environment, Communi-
ty and Local Government and local authorities have statutory responsibility for the provision of 
homelessness services in Ireland in line with the National Homeless Strategy, ‘The Way Home 
2008-2013’ and  ‘Pathway to Home’.

Local authorities identify and address the level of need through a range of community based 
accommodation options and related housing supports, and the HSE and its partner agencies ar-
range health and personal social care supports appropriate to the individual service user’s needs 
within this structure.

The allocation of the HSE’s homeless budget comes within the remit of the HSE and is 
allocated based on identified needs in line with the overall financial constraints that the HSE 
operates within.

In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV02050Domestic Violence Incidence

16/01/2013WRVV02100982. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of funds spent by his Department in tackling the issue of domestic violence in County Louth 
in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and the amount of funding that will be provided for such 
services in 2013 [58083/12]

16/01/2013WRVV02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2010 the National Strategy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence was published.  It aims to provide a framework for sustain-
able intervention to prevent and effectively respond to domestic, sexual and gender-based vio-
lence and is led by Cosc which is the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual 
and Gender-based Violence.

The HSE subsequently published its own Policy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based 
Violence.  The principal actions are in line with the National Strategy.  The HSE’s policy states 
that a health-focused analysis of violence is crucial, not only because the consequences of such 
violence require a significant amount of healthcare system resources, but most importantly 
because the health care system is often the first route through which victims seek to access sup-
ports.

Nationally the HSE funds 42 frontline domestic violence service providers.  20 of these 
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provide refuge accommodation and this number has risen from 15 since 2000.  The services 
provide a wide range of supports such as crisis refuge, advocacy and counselling and were 
funded to the amount of €13.465 Million in 2012.

In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV02250Diabetes Strategy

16/01/2013WRVV02300983. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health in understanding the importance of 
tackling diabetes foot disease in the community and in keeping persons with this health com-
plication out of hospital and healthy and mobile, if he will consider filling the podiatry post at 
St Luke’s Hospital Kilkenny, which was initially sanctioned in April 2012, and was planned as 
part of the national footcare programme to tackle the increase in diabetes related foot ulcers and 
amputations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58094/12]

16/01/2013WRVV02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Clinical Programme for 
Diabetes - which includes the care of children and adolescents with diabetes - was established 
within the Clinical Strategy and Programmes Directorate. The purpose of the Programme is to 
define the way diabetic Clinical Services should be delivered, resourced and measured; and a 
clinician has been appointed to lead on the development of the programme. One of the objec-
tives of the National Diabetes Programme is to develop a footcare screening and treatment 
service to prevent foot ulceration and subsequent lower limb amputation.  

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, , I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/01/2013WRVV02450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

16/01/2013WRVV02500984. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an application for the fair 
deal scheme will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [58106/12]

16/01/2013WRVV02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV02650Home Care Packages

16/01/2013WRVV02700985. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if a home care package will be 
reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [58108/12]

16/01/2013WRVV02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRVV02850HSE Staffing

16/01/2013WRVV02900986. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the current number of assis-
tant national directors employed within the Health Service Executive [58111/12]
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16/01/2013WRVV03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The employment of Assistant National Direc-
tors is a matter for the Health Service Executive, and as such, the Deputy’s enquiry has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

16/01/2013WRVV03050HSE Staffing

16/01/2013WRVV03100987. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health in consideration of his pro-
posal to reduce the Health Service Executive staff by 3,000, the way he proposes to ensure that 
the present level of front line staff within the HSE across the range of services are kept at their 
present numbers [58112/12]

16/01/2013WRVV03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This is a very challenging target given the 
level of staff reductions that have been achieved in recent years.

In order to mitigate the impact on frontline services of the reduction in employment num-
bers, the priority is to reform how health services are delivered in order to ensure a more 
productive and cost effective health system. Therefore, the HSE is using the provisions of the 
Public Service Agreement to bring about greater flexibilities in work practices and rosters, re-
deployment and other changes to achieve more efficient delivery of services. 

Staff reductions will be pursued throughout 2013 through natural turnover (retirements and 
resignations) and such other targeted measures or initiatives as may be determined by Govern-
ment in relation to the health sector or the wider public service.

The HSE National Service Plan provides for investment of an additional 1,025 WTEs in a 
number of key prioritised areas, as well as the completion of the 2012 mental health investment 
programme (400+) posts.   Also, a graduate nurse employment programme will be implement-
ed, involving the recruitment of up to 1,000 nurses on two-year contracts.  This will provide 
additional nursing capacity at service level.

16/01/2013WRVV03250HSE Staffing

16/01/2013WRVV03300988. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the current number of what 
is often referred to as back office staff, staff other than front line staff employed within the 
Health Service Executive within the various grades across the service nationally [58113/12]

16/01/2013WRVV03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As of November 2012, there were 15,721 
management and administrative staff, equating to 15.5% of staff, employed in the HSE and 
bodies funded to provide services on its behalf.  

The HSE has previously estimated that approximately two-thirds of staff classified as Man-
agement /Administration directly support service provision. This includes Medical and Consul-
tant’s Secretaries, Out-Patient Department Personnel, Ward Clerks, Medical Records Personnel 
and Telephonists.

The detailed information sought by the Deputy is a matter for the HSE and accordingly I 
have asked the HSE to respond directly to him. 

16/01/2013WRVV03450Home Help Service Provision
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16/01/2013WRVV03500989. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health with the promised 
restoration of the pre-September 2012 level of funding for home help hours, if he will instruct 
the Health Service Executive to arrange an assessment/re-assessment of the home help hours 
provision for all those whose hours were cut in the last quarter of 2012 with a mind to restoring 
the withdrawn hours to the greatest number possible, commensurate with freshly assessed need; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58120/12]

16/01/2013WRVV03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The com-
mitment of the Government, as announced following the recent Budget 2013, to restore core 
community services of home help, home care packages and personal assistant hours is being 
progressed in the context of finalising the HSE Service Plan 2013.

In line with its normal procedures for the allocation or review of Home Support services 
at individual level, the Executive will review as appropriate the cases raised by the Deputy to 
ensure that services are provided on a prioritised basis in line with assessed need.

16/01/2013WRVV03650Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

16/01/2013WRVV03700990. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to include haemo-
chromatosis on the list of eligible conditions covered by the long term illness scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [58121/12]

16/01/2013WRVV038001035. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if the illness congentialadrenalhy-
plasia will be added to the long term illness scheme; and if persons who suffer from this illness 
will be able to avail of a medical card or long term illness card [1194/13]

16/01/2013WRVV03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 990 and 1035 together.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In 
addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical 
services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assess-
ment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an 
individual or a family.   Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail 
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

16/01/2013WRVV03950Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRVV04000991. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if he will outline cuts to funding 
for the Wellmount Health Clinic, Finglas, Dublin, in 2010, 2011, 2012 and planned cuts in the 
2013 period [58129/12]

16/01/2013WRVV04100992. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if a poverty impact assessment was 
carried out in the run up to decisions on cuts to health clinics, particularly Wellmount Clinic in 
Finglas, Dublin, which operates a methadone dispensary [58130/12]

16/01/2013WRVV04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 991 and 992 
together.
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 In the current financial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) is facing a chal-
lenge to deliver services in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and con-
tinue to protect, as far as possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  relation to the specific queries 
raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

16/01/2013WRVV04250Disease Classification

16/01/2013WRVV04300993. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 648, if he will consider reviewing the guidelines from the International Lyme and Associ-
ated Diseases Society, rather than the guidelines of the IDSA, which Ireland currently follows 
in view of the fact that the two sets of guidelines make for different reading in dealing with lyme 
disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58149/12]

16/01/2013WRVV04400996. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health if, following information received 
from Tick Talk Ireland in March, a response will be issued to them about the problems they 
identified in testing for and diagnosing Lyme disease; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [58154/12]

16/01/2013WRVV045001018. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the steps he or the Health 
Service Executive have taken relative to the care of the needs of those with Lyme Disease; his 
response to those involved in a campaign to have the disease properly recognised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1115/13]

16/01/2013WRVV04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 993, 996 
and 1018 together.

Since September 2011, Lyme Disease has been statutorily notifiable under the Infectious 
Diseases Regulations. The standard approach to the treatment of Lyme Disease is to follow the 
guidance laid out in the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) guidelines on the clini-
cal assessment, treatment and prevention of Lyme Disease. This is accepted as being the most 
up to date synthesis of best available evidence on the clinical management of Lyme Disease and 
treatment of Lyme Disease in Ireland is based upon this guidance. A consensus statement on 
the clinical management of Lyme Disease has been issued jointly from the Scientific Advisory 
Committee of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, the Infectious Diseases Society of Ire-
land, the Irish Society of Clinical Microbiologists, the Irish Institute of Clinical Neuroscience 
and the Irish College of General Practitioners, all of whom support the use of this guidance.

The diagnosis of a case of Lyme Disease can be difficult. The standard approach to Lyme 
diagnostics is a two-stage approach and involves using a sensitive enzyme immunoassay (EIA) 
as an initial screening step. However, screening EIA’s can be insufficiently specific and can 
give other false-positive reactions in the presence of various other infections from syphilis to 
glandular fever. In addition, sera from patients with autoimmune disorders and other inflam-
matory conditions can also lead to false-positive results. Samples giving reactive or equivocal 
results in screening tests are further investigated in a second stage immunoblot test. The use of 
immunoblot testing greatly increases specificity. Using this two stage approach gives a greater 
degree of certainty around the diagnosis of Lyme Disease. 

A response to Tick Talk Ireland will issue shortly.

16/01/2013WRVV04650Vaccination Programme
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16/01/2013WRVV04700994. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the latest update of his deal-
ing with the group SOUND; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58150/12]

16/01/2013WRVV048001098. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health when he will bring forward a 
package of supports for those who developed Narcolepsy as a result of vaccination with Pan-
demrix; the reason for the delay in bringing forward these proposals; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1735/13]

16/01/2013WRVV049001099. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that adequate 
counselling supports will be provided as part of the package of supports for those who devel-
oped narcolepsy as a result of vaccination with Pandemrix; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1736/13]

16/01/2013WRVV050001100. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service Execu-
tive will next meet with the support group SOUND; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1737/13]

16/01/2013WRVV05100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 994, 1098, 
1099 and 1100 together.

Both myself and officials from my Department, the Health Service Executive and the De-
partment of Education and Skills have met with SOUND on a number of occasions, to address 
their concerns and to outline the services available.  My priority is to ensure that children/ado-
lescents affected by narcolepsy with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided 
with services and supports to meet their health needs.  

The HSE and the Department of Education and Skills together provide a comprehensive 
range of services and supports to those affected.   These supports and services include access 
to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, temporary medical cards and reimbursement of 
expenses incurred. This includes expenses for counselling services for individuals and also for 
families of children affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination,  in cases where 
such services are not already available through the HSE.  Multidisciplinary assessments which 
allow for the appropriate individualised health and educational supports to be put in place are 
ongoing. The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the 
HSE and with the individual schools and parents of children concerned to identify and provide 
educational supports for the children and adolescents affected.      The Health Service Executive 
advocacy unit is in regular contact with SOUND.  Through regional co-ordinators the HSE also 
has frequent contact with individual members of SOUND. 

M  y Department is considering all possible supports which may need to be put in place for 
those affected by Narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.  A further meeting with repre-
sentatives from SOUND will be arranged when the matter has been concluded.  

16/01/2013WRWW00075Animal Experimentation

16/01/2013WRWW00100995. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of the imple-
mentation of the EU Directive, 2010/63/EU, in January 2013, the way he intends to implement 
the three R’s: replacement of the use of animals to the greatest extent possible with alternative 
methods, refinement of scientific procedures to improve animal welfare and a reduction in 
the numbers of animals used; the way he will address the issue of animals subjected to severe 
pain, suffering and distress which a significant proportion of Irish animal experiments officially 
cause [58152/12]
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16/01/2013WRWW00200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I can confirm that Directive 2010/63/EU on 
the protection of animals used for scientific purposes has been transposed into Irish law during 
December 2012 by the European Union (Protection of Animals Used for Scientific Purposes) 
Regulations 2012, which considerably strengthens the protection of animals still needed for 
research and safety testing, that came into operation on 1 January, 2013. 

Significant changes that are provided for in the transposition of this Directive include a 
requirement to perform detailed project evaluations prior to authorisation of projects using 
animals and higher standards of animal care, welfare and accommodation. The Directive plays 
a significant role in minimising the number of animals used and requires that alternatives to 
animal testing be used where possible, whilst ensuring a level playing field for EU industry and 
enhancing the quality of research conducted in the EU. 

The Directive also strongly promotes the principles of the three R’s (replacement of the 
use of animals to the greatest extent possible with alternative testing methods, refinement of 
scientific procedures to improve animal welfare, and reduction in numbers of animals used). 
It should be noted that many of the provisions set out in Directive 2010/63/EU are mandatory. 
The European Environment Commissioner affirmed that the European Union will, once the 
Directive is transposed, have the highest standards of experimental animal welfare in the world.

In the aforementioned Regulations, I decided not to transpose Article 42 which provides for 
a simplified administrative procedure for certain types of projects. My decision in this regard is 
based on my determination to ensure a high level of protection for all animals that still need to 
be used for scientific purposes. A simplified procedure along the lines of Article 42 would, in 
effect, have introduced a two-tiered system, one requiring full project authorisation and another 
which would undermine that authorisation system. As a consequence of my decision not to in-
troduce any such simplified system all projects using animals for scientific purposes are subject 
to the full project approval and authorisation requirements set out in the Directive.

The approval of projects and of key individuals involved in those projects and of the estab-
lishments where they are carried out is a matter for the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) which I 
have designated as the Competent Authority (CA) for the purposes of the Directive. My deci-
sion to assign CA functions to the IMB takes into account the fact that replacement and refine-
ment of experimental studies to minimise the use of animals is a central tenet of the Directive. 
This requires an up-to-date knowledge of such alternative methods and tests as well as the au-
thority to require the use of such alternatives, where possible, by those currently using animals.  
This work requires the employment of persons with veterinary expertise specialising in labo-
ratory animal welfare to evaluate scientific projects and to oversee compliance with Directive 
requirements. Such specialists are also expected to be able to offer detailed regulatory advice 
to those involved in the industry. The IMB has the relevant expertise in relation to both human 
and veterinary medicine to assist it in undertaking this regulatory work and in ensuring that the 
three R’s remain central to this area of work in the years ahead. 

I should also point out that any project involving severe pain or suffering is automatically 
subject to a full retrospective assessment by the competent authority. It is also open to the IMB 
to retrospectively assess any other project carried out under this Directive. Significant enforce-
ment powers have been included in the transposing statutory instrument to enable the IMB to 
examine any possible breaches of the legislation and the transposition also provides for signifi-
cant penalties where serious infringements are identified.

  Question No. 996 answered with Question No. 993.
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16/01/2013WRWW00350Hospital Services

16/01/2013WRWW00400997. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the 120 cys-
tic fibrosis patients that use Temple Street Hospital, Dublin; and if he will provide the need for 
physiotherapy and dietician services [58155/12]

16/01/2013WRWW00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am fully aware of the challenges facing 
cystic fibrosis patients in managing their condition and of the need to support these patients and 
their families. I am committed to providing the best possible health service and will continue to 
work with the HSE to ensure the best possible outcomes for these patients. 

Services in Dublin for children with Cystic Fibrosis are provided at Crumlin, Tallaght and 
Temple Street Hospitals. A new dedicated Respiratory and CF unit was opened in Temple 
Street  in June 2010 providing state of the art facilities for children with respiratory disorders, 
their families and staff.  It includes a lung function laboratory with the most up to date equip-
ment, spacious patient treatment rooms and outpatient clinic rooms.  The National Newborn 
Bloodspot Screening Laboratory is also located in Temple Street and newborn screening for 
Cystic Fibrosis, introduced in July 2011, is an integral component of the National Newborn 
Bloodspot Screening Programme. 

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on the matter. 

16/01/2013WRWW00550Hospital Equipment

16/01/2013WRWW00600998. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the reason the Extracorporeal 
Shockwave Lithotriptor machine, which was purchased for UHG in February 2010 at a cost of 
€400,000 was never put into operational use for treating kidney stone patients, despite waiting 
lists at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58157/12]

16/01/2013WRWW00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular issue raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

16/01/2013WRWW00750Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

16/01/2013WRWW00800999. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health the position re-
garding the provision of two cochlear implants in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Offaly who is profoundly deaf and the reason an operation is scheduled for just one ear 
when both need to be operated on.  [58167/12]

16/01/2013WRWW00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

16/01/2013WRWW00950Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRWW010001000. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made 
on an application for registration on the nursing board in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58175/12]
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16/01/2013WRWW01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding Nurse Registra-
tion is a matter for The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (formerly An Bord Altranais).  
I have forwarded your query to the Board for direct response.

16/01/2013WRWW01150Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRWW012001001. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a knee 
operation appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth. [58176/12]

16/01/2013WRWW01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of in-patient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRWW01350Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRWW014001002. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when hip replacement surgery 
will be scheduled in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [58187/12]

16/01/2013WRWW01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of in-patient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRWW01550Mental Health Services Funding

16/01/2013WRWW016001003. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
€35 million programme targeted at enhancing community mental health teams; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [58194/12]

16/01/2013WRWW017001043. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if she will provide a timeframe 
for the provision of additional staff to mental health services as she guaranteed to put in place 
by early 2013; if she will detail the exact number of staff to be allocated; if she will provide a 
guarantee that all these staff will be provided without delay; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [1257/13]
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16/01/2013WRWW01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1003 and 1043 together.

Funding from the €35 million special provision for mental health in 2012 was allocated 
for measures primarily to further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult 
and children’s mental health services, to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, 
to initiate the provision of psychological and counselling services in primary care, specifically 
for people with mental health problems and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service 
users from institutional care to more independent living arrangements in their communities, in 
line with A Vision for Change. 

414 posts were approved to implement the €35m package of special measures.  Up to end 
2012, 135 posts were filled (contracts signed, of which 62 had commenced work), 208 posts 
had been accepted subject to process clearances (references, garda vetting etc) and the remain-
der were at various stages of selection.  The majority of these posts will be filled by end March 
2013.  Full year costs for all these posts will be met from HSE 2013 base allocation.

The announcement in Budget 2013 of a further €35m for the continued development of our 
mental health services is additional to the €35m provided in Budget 2012.  The HSE National 
Service Plan, which was recently approved by the Minister for Health, commits to the further 
development of suicide prevention initiatives, forensics and community mental health teams for 
adults, children, older persons and mental health intellectual disability and to the recruitment 
of over 470 additional staff to implement these measures.  I have received assurances from the 
HSE that the recruitment process for the 2013 new posts, and any outstanding 2012 posts, will 
commence immediately. 

16/01/2013WRWW01850Symphysiotomy Report

16/01/2013WRWW019001004. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the action being taken in 
relation to victims of symphysiotomy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58195/12]

16/01/2013WRWW02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My first priority is to ensure that the women 
who have had this procedure have their health needs comprehensively and professionally met. 
In this regard, the HSE provides a range of services to women who continue to suffer the effects 
of having had this procedure. These services include the provision of medical cards, the avail-
ability of independent clinical advice and the organisation of individual pathways of care and 
the arrangement of appropriate follow-up.

As the Deputy is aware, Professor Oonagh Walsh, independent researcher was commis-
sioned by the Chief Medical Officer in my Department to draft a report in relation to the prac-
tice of symphysiotomy in Ireland.

The Report was conducted in two stages. The first stage is an independent academic re-
search report, which is based on an analysis of published medical reports and research. The 
draft report contains information about how frequently symphysiotomy was carried out in Ire-
land and compares rates with other countries. The second stage in the research process involved 
a consultation process on the draft report involving patient groups, health professionals and in 
particular the women who have undergone symphysiotomy.

The researcher is currently finalising the report based on the consultation and it is also 
planned to have a peer review process. It is hoped that the report will be published early in 2013.
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16/01/2013WRWW02050Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRWW021001005. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [58197/12]

16/01/2013WRWW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

16/01/2013WRWW02250Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRWW023001006. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on 
a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry [1010/13]

16/01/2013WRWW02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

16/01/2013WRWW02450Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRWW025001007. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when will a reply issue to 
Parliamentary Question No. 244 of 15 November 2012 and if he will provide a list of all com-
panies contracted by the Health Service Executive to provide home help services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1013/13]

16/01/2013WRWW02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive replied to the Deputy on the 5 December 2012 in relation to Question No.244.

16/01/2013WRWW02650Medical Card Delays

16/01/2013WRWW027001008. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time 
from date of receipt for the processing of a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1020/13]

16/01/2013WRWW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The current pro-
cessing time for medical cards applications and appeals is 96.05% within 15 days as at 3 De-
cember 2012.

16/01/2013WRWW02850Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRWW029001009. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on the 
outpatients waiting lists at Kerry General Hospital; the way these figures compare to the previ-
ous three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1021/13]

16/01/2013WRWW03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The most recent figures available (21 Decem-
ber 2012) for Kerry General Hospital are enclosed in the following table.
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Hospital: 0-3 Mths 3-6 Mths 6-12 
Mths

12-24 
Mths

24-36 
Mths

36+ Mths Total

Kerry 
General

2,235 1,254 1,235 1,020 265 0 6,009

In relation to the comparison with the previous three years, I am advised that the Outpatient 
Data Quality Programme was established to address a number of data collection issues, includ-
ing the absence of a standardised definition of waiting lists and waiting time, and to provide 
standardised, carefully defined data in relation to all aspects of the patient journey through 
Outpatients. In regard to the figures for the three years prior to 2012, I am advised that outpa-
tient data gathered prior to 1 January 2011 and the inception of the Outpatient Data Quality 
Programme cannot therefore be compared to the current data, while reporting of outpatient data 
was discontinued during 2011 to allow for the changeover. Improving access to outpatient ser-
vices is a key priority for the Government. Building on the work done by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time 
data. The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting time data in a standardised format will 
reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospitals. In the first instance, this will allow 
the Special Delivery Unit (SDU) and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) to target 
their resources towards those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen 
and assessed.A maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time 
outpatient appointment by 30 November 2013. In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest 
waiters, the SDU will also work with the HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, 
organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and as-
sessed by the right health professional at the right time. 

16/01/2013WRXX00150Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRXX002001010. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary which is await-
ing a decision by the medical officer since September 2012; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1029/13]

16/01/2013WRXX00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRXX00350Nursing Home Accommodation

16/01/2013WRXX004001011. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if it his policy to cut the number 
of public nursing home beds in County Louth; if this drop in public nursing home beds will be 
covered by increased homecare packages or home help hours; the steps he is putting in place to 
cater for the projected increases in the elderly population in the years ahead; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1043/13]

16/01/2013WRXX00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): At the request 
of Dr James Reilly, T.D., Minister for Health, the HSE has reviewed the status of its long stay 
nursing homes, focusing on areas such as ability to meet HIQA standards, environmental issues 
including age & structure, and location. This review will inform the formulation by the HSE, in 
collaboration with my Department, of a comprehensive proposal on this issue for the Minister’s 
consideration.
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This Government is committed to enhancing the quality of life of older people, maintain-
ing their full potential, supporting them in their homes and communities, providing access to 
respite care and day care and, when required, providing access to appropriate quality long-term 
residential care.  Both myself and my colleague, the Minister, are committed to the provision of 
a public nursing home service.

16/01/2013WRXX00550Medical Products

16/01/2013WRXX006001012. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he has any concerns at 
the continued availability of a certain drug (details supplied) here in view of the fact that it is 
no longer legally available in the United States; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1044/13]

16/01/2013WRXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Centrax contains 
the active substance prazepam which is a long acting benzodiazepine.  Prazepam shares the 
characteristics of benzodiazepines in general, including the need to use them for the shortest 
length of time possible and to gradually reduce the dose when discontinuing treatment to avoid 
withdrawal symptoms. The product information for Centrax approved by the Irish Medicines 
Board  includes these warnings and recommends a maximum treatment time of 4-6 weeks in-
cluding the time for the tapering-off process. It also states that extensions to this time period 
should be based on a re-evaluation of the patient’s status by specialist experts.

According to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) website, Centrax has been discon-
tinued in the US but my Department is not aware of any safety concerns regarding long-term 
use specific to this medicine other than the general concerns relating to benzodiazepines gener-
ally.

Benzodiazepines are known to be associated with dependence and withdrawal symptoms 
and consequently are primarily recommended for short-term treatment only. My Department is 
reviewing the Misuse of Drugs Regulations with a view to, amongst other issues, introducing 
tighter controls on benzodiazepine medicines. My Department has consulted with key stake-
holders in relation to the proposed amendments. It is anticipated that new legislation will be 
introduced early this year.

16/01/2013WRXX00750Medical Card Reviews

16/01/2013WRXX008001013. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will restore a medical 
card to a family (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1047/13]

16/01/2013WRXX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRXX00950Home Care Packages

16/01/2013WRXX010001014. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on his 
policy in relation to home help and home care packages; the steps that have been taken to ensure 
that those who have a medically assessed requirement for these services receive them; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1061/13]
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16/01/2013WRXX01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE Ser-
vice Plan 2013 reinforces Government policy to support vulnerable older people to live at home 
and in their communities for as long as possible. These services, which are provided either by 
the HSE directly or in partnership with non-statutory providers, include Home Help, Home 
Care Packages, Meals-on-Wheels and Day/Respite Care.

The HSE has developed various initiatives nationally in its approach to all relevant aspects 
of its Home Support services.  These include new Guidelines for Home Care and a new Pro-
curement Framework for approved agencies providing services on its behalf.  While on-going 
developments have been designed to standardise and maximise the use of limited resources, 
they also promote quality, safety and equity for both providers and care recipients alike.  In line 
with its normal procedures for the allocation or review of Home Support services at individual 
level, the HSE will review as appropriate  those who have a medically assessed requirement for 
services, to ensure that services are provided on a prioritised basis in line with their assessed 
need.  The HSE has committed in its National Service Plan to maintaining the home help and 
home care package service at levels planned for in 2012.

16/01/2013WRXX01150Mental Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRXX012001015. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times in 
place for persons in County Tipperary seeking to avail of child and adolescent mental health 
services with the Health Service Executive; if his attention has been drawn to the hardship and 
distress being caused as a result of these delays; the steps being taken to tackle this backlog; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1082/13]

16/01/2013WRXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRXX01350Social Workers Register

16/01/2013WRXX014001016. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the role of the new registration 
authority for social workers, the Health and Social Care Professionals Council; the details of 
the persons charged with responsibility for setting the registration fee for social workers and 
on deciding the expenditure plan of this body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1101/13]

16/01/2013WRXX015001017. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the role of the new Health and 
Social Care Professionals Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1102/13]

16/01/2013WRXX01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1016 and 
1017 together.

The Health and Social Care Professionals Council and the twelve registration boards to be 
established under the Health and Social Care  Professionals Act 2005 (the Act).  It is responsible 
for protecting the public by regulating health and social care professionals.  The Council was 
established in March 2007 and is working to put in place the necessary structures for registra-
tion, education and fitness to practice for the twelve health and social care professions, includ-
ing social workers, designated under the Act.

The Council’s role is to oversee and coordinate the activities of registration boards and to 
provide administrative support to the boards and their committees.  The Council will also be 
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responsible for enabling committees of inquiry into complaints against registrants.  The first 
registration board to be established, the Social Workers Registration Board, was established in 
August 2010, and the associated Social Workers Register opened for receipt and processing of 
applications on 31st May 2011. Since then, a further four registration boards have been estab-
lished, three of them on November 1st last.  All twelve registration boards and their registers 
are expected to be established by 2015.  e role of a registration board includes the establishment 
and maintenance of a register of members of the relevant designated profession, the approval 
of qualifications to be required of persons wishing to register, monitoring the suitability of ap-
proved education and training programmes, and making recommendations to the Council with 
respect to disciplinary sanctions to be imposed on a registrant against whom a substantiated 
complaint about his/her conduct or competence has been made.

The Health and Social Care Professionals Council is an independent statutory body respon-
sible for setting the level of fees for registration under the Act and for retention of registration.  
The Council formulates annual costed Business Plans setting out its proposed programme of 
work.  The Act provides for the appointment by the Council of a Chief Executive Officer to 
carry on, manage and control generally the administration and business of the Council and 
the registration boards.  The Health and Social Care Professionals Council consists of 13 lay 
members including the chairperson, and 12 professional members, one for each designated 
profession.  All members are appointed by the Minister for Health.  In time, each registration 
board will nominate one of its elected members to be appointed to the Council as the relevant 
professional member.

Question No. 1018 answered with Question No. 993.

16/01/2013WRXX01750Accident and Emergency Departments Staffing

16/01/2013WRXX018001019. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the arrangements that are in 
place to accommodate the transfer of paramedics within the ambulance service from one county 
to another; if there is a co-ordinated national human resource redeployment scheme within the 
national ambulance service or if it his intention to establish such a scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [1122/13]

16/01/2013WRXX01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Ambulance Service 
(NAS) signed a framework agreement with trade unions on staff transfers in February 2012. 
The Framework Agreement for Staff Transfers has been agreed through the Public Service 
Agreement (PSA) and the NAS is committed to developing this agreement further, through 
the PSA, to ensure a consistent approach to accessing transfers within the NAS. There is a 
nationally coordinated approach in place to ensure no local variation occurs and all transfers 
are transparently undertaken in line with the Agreement.  Under this process, almost 200 staff 
expressed an interest in transferring to their desired location, with approximately 30% taking 
up the opportunity to relocate.

Unfortunately, the number of staff who have expressed an interest in transferring to the 
North West far outnumbers the amount of vacancies in that area. The NAS is engaged with staff 
representatives to agree the criteria that determine the order in which staff gain access to any 
vacancies.

16/01/2013WRXX01950Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRXX020001020. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a full medical card will 
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be issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny and if he will expedite 
the matter. [1123/13]

16/01/2013WRXX02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRXX02150Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRXX022001021. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date for a knee 
operation will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny and if 
he will expedite the matter. [1124/13]

16/01/2013WRXX02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should the patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best 
position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the spe-
cific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

16/01/2013WRXX02350Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRXX024001022. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if eight hours of home sup-
port granted by the Health Service Executive in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny will be maintained in view of the exceptional circumstances of the case and based 
on the many professional reports that the HSE is aware of; and if he will expedite a response. 
[1125/13]

16/01/2013WRXX02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRXX02550Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRXX026001023. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a pension (de-
tails supplied) in County Kilkenny has been waiting four years for an operation; and if he will 
expedite the matter. [1128/13]

16/01/2013WRXX02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should the patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best 
position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the spe-
cific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

16/01/2013WRXX02750Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRXX028001024. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he intends to increase the num-
ber of palliative care nurses, from three, working in County Wicklow; if he will address the 
anomaly where palliative nurse care is unavailable at the weekend in County Wicklow and is 
subject to caredocs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1132/13]
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16/01/2013WRXX02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRXX02950Hospital Services

16/01/2013WRXX030001025. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the date on which he intends to 
publish the hospital groupings [1150/13]

16/01/2013WRXX031001048. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he has received 
the Higgins Report on Hospital Groups; if the Report has been received at the Department of 
Health; if not, when he expects to receive the Report; the way he intends to proceed with the 
Report; if he will publish the Report before he brings it to Cabinet; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [1302/13]

16/01/2013WRXX032001071. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the date on which he 
or his Department will receive the report on hospital groups; the date on which he will pub-
lish the report and his plans to progress the implementation of hospital groups; if he intends 
to publish the report and its recommendations before it goes to Cabinet; if he will commit to 
maintaining the cohesion of the south east region as a single hospital group; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1497/13]

16/01/2013WRXX03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1025, 1048 
and 1071 together.

Recommendations on the formation of specific groups and arrangements for the manage-
ment and governance of all groups have been drafted as part of a report on the establishment 
of hospital groups as a transition to hospital trusts.  This report is based on a comprehensive 
consultation process, as well as a significant number of submissions from stakeholders and 
individual citizens. These recommendations have been considered and endorsed by a Strategic 
Board composed of representatives with national and international expertise in health service 
delivery, governance and linkages with academic institutions.  The report on the establishment 
of hospital groups as a transition to independent hospital trust will be presented formally to me 
by the Chair of the Strategic Board, Professor John Higgins, in the near future. I will prioritise 
consideration of that report, which will then be submitted to and presented to Government for 
decision on the hospital groups composition in light of the recommendations of the Report.

16/01/2013WRXX03350Prescription Charges

16/01/2013WRXX034001026. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the ap-
plication of the prescription charge for persons who are obliged for exceptional medical reasons 
to collect their medication on a weekly basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1156/13]

16/01/2013WRXX03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge (per item) for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family. Charges are not payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness 
Scheme. Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.  There are no plans to 
review the application of the prescription charge.
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16/01/2013WRXX03550Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRXX036001027. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1177/13]

16/01/2013WRXX03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRXX03750Hospital Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRXX038001028. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
regarding new nurse graduates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1179/13]

16/01/2013WRXX039001045. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding the recruitment of 1,000 new graduate by the Health Service Execu-
tive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1265/13]

16/01/2013WRXX040001049. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the estimated saving for replac-
ing 1,000 agency nurses/midwives with newly qualified nurses/midwives on 80% of the pay 
scale; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1313/13]

16/01/2013WRXX041001055. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding nurses pay; the plans he has or is proposing to overcome the grave 
concerns expressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1364/13]

16/01/2013WRXX042001064. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding plans to employ newly qualified nurses on a reduced salary; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1431/13]

16/01/2013WRXX043001069. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health with regard to the recent 
announcement by his Department to recruit 1,000 new graduates at 80% of the proper starting 
salary, the way in which it can be deemed to be fair or equitable that people would be asked to 
do the same work as their colleagues but at a different salary; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1491/13]

16/01/2013WRXX044001083. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with unions 
representing nurses and midwives to explore ways of achieving significant savings in the Health 
Service Executive agency spend without imposing a further salary reduction of 20% on this 
year’s newly qualified graduates; his views on whether the engagement of nurses and midwives 
through agencies is on average 30% more expensive than direct employment; his further views 
on whether the HSE could save up to €23 million if they directly converted currently employed 
agency staff into direct employment and if they employed the newly qualified graduates on the 
correct salary scale of €27,211, then the HSE would save 54% of their current costs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1611/13]

16/01/2013WRXX045001093. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
details of the proposal to recruit some 1,000 nurses and midwives at reduced rates of pay as part 
of the graduate placement programme; if due consideration has been given to the displacement 
of agency staff, temporary staff and others, including those who are currently on recruitment 
panels or awaiting full-time posts; the implications of this proposal for this group; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1702/13]
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16/01/2013WRXX046001095. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will end the proposed 
reduced salary for newly qualified nurses and midwives as it will create apartheid in our health 
service.  [1710/13]

16/01/2013WRXX047001108. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health with the announcement by the 
Health Service Executive that 1,000 nurses and midwives are to be given two year contracts 
to replace agency staff, the reason these positions are only open to new graduates and not staff 
already on the panel. [1824/13]

16/01/2013WRXX04800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1028, 1045, 
1049, 1055, 1064, 1069, 1083, 1093, 1095 and 1108 together.

In the context of the unprecedented challenges faced by the country in sustaining our public 
health services, including the ongoing requirement to achieve reductions in staff numbers, the 
Graduate Employment Initiative will support the retention of recently-qualified graduate nurses 
and midwives within the Irish health system and enable them to gain valuable work experience 
and development opportunities post-graduation.  Under the Initiative, up to 1,000 graduate 
nurses will be recruited on two-year contracts and will be paid 80% of the first point of the 
Staff Nurse Scale. They will also qualify for premium payments and allowances on a pro rata 
basis, bringing expected average pay to approximately €25,000 per year, excluding overtime.  
The Initiative will also facilitate a reduction in the use of nurse agency staffing and overtime to 
provide services.

The salary payable has been set on the basis that staff appointed under this initiative will be 
outside the scope of the Health Sector Employment Control Framework. Given the requirement 
to achieve reductions in staff numbers in the health sector and to maximise savings, it is not 
possible at present, other than in very limited circumstances, to offer permanent staff nurse po-
sitions.  For the same reasons it is not possible for the HSE to simply to convert posts currently 
filled by agency staff to permanent positions.

The Initiative will include formal professional development elements, the details of which 
are being finalised at present.  Participants will also have access to a variety of care settings 
while gaining clinical experience.

This scheme represents an opportunity for a substantial number of recently-qualified nurses 
to work in Ireland for a two-year period at a time when job opportunities in the public service 
are, regrettably, very limited.  While in the first instance positions are open to 2012 graduates, 
the scheme may be extended to other cohorts of qualified nurses on a phased basis.

16/01/2013WRYY00150Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRYY002001029. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will fill the post of domestic 
cook/cleaner at a care centre (details supplied) in County Kerry on a 39 hour week basis in view 
of the fact that the current situation is not acceptable and is a great inconvenience to service 
users who attend the centre from all parts of mid Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1181/13]

16/01/2013WRYY00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The filling of such a post is a matter for the 
Health Service Executive, and as such, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

16/01/2013WRYY00350Prescription Charges
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16/01/2013WRYY004001030. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding pay-
ment for medication in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 [1182/13]

16/01/2013WRYY00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge (per item) for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family. Charges are not payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term Illness 
Scheme. Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.

16/01/2013WRYY00550Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRYY006001031. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange an appoint-
ment at the earliest possible date in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1184/13]

16/01/2013WRYY00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is the 
next priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the NTPF 
has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data. The collation and analysis of 
outpatient waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long wait-
ers across all hospitals. In the first instance, this will allow the SDU and NTPF to target their 
resources towards those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and 
assessed.  A maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpa-
tient appointment by 30 November 2013.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRYY00750Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

16/01/2013WRYY008001032. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
custom built wheelchair in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1190/13]

16/01/2013WRYY00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRYY00950Children in Care

16/01/2013WRYY010001033. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the case of a 
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child (details supplied) in County Carlow who has been in long term care since June 2009 and 
who has been assessed by both a consultant child and adolescent psychiatrist and by a clini-
cal educational psychologist and psychotherapist as requiring additional therapeutic work over 
four years ago and has to date received no additional therapy; if he will outline the up-to-date 
situation with this case; what the carer’s may now expect at this stage; what does the Health 
Service Executive propose in view of this case based on the previous recommendations made 
by the medical professionals involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1192/13]

16/01/2013WRYY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter the question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRYY01150Hospital Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRYY012001034. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of appointments 
made at senior physiotherapist level in the country in 2010, 2011 and 2012; if he will outline 
same on a Health Service Executive region basis showing the base hospital for each appointee; 
his views on whether there is any region with a shortage of senior physiotherapists; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1193/13]

16/01/2013WRYY01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains with its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so. As the recruitment of physiotherapists is a matter for the HSE in 
the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

Question No. 1035 answered with Question No. 990.

16/01/2013WRYY01450Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRYY015001036. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 632 of 22 May, 2012 if a principal dental surgeon was appointed for Dublin South East/
Wicklow at end of June 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1201/13]

16/01/2013WRYY01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE informed 
the Deputy in a direct reply on 21 June 2012 that the appointment of a Principal Dental Surgeon 
for Dublin South East/Wicklow was anticipated by the end of June 2012. The HSE has been 
asked to confirm to the Deputy by direct reply whether the appointment has been made.

16/01/2013WRYY01650Mental Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRYY017001037. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the current plans regarding 
the provision of inpatient bed numbers based in the Sligo Leitrim Mental Health Services cam-
pus in Ballytivnan, Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1204/13]

16/01/2013WRYY01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.



Questions - Written Answers

688

16/01/2013WRYY01850Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRYY019001038. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1212/13]

16/01/2013WRYY02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRYY02050Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRYY021001039. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health further to a statement in 
which it was stated that the State would pay for scans and operations for women whose cos-
metic surgery had gone wrong and the clinics where they availed of these services had failed 
to care for them approximately 1,500 Irish women are involved in this and 140 experienced 
serious problems with implants; the amount of money his Department allocated so far to this 
problem and the amount proposed to be spent in 2013 on this issue; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1231/13]

16/01/2013WRYY02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following discussions between the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and with the 
agreement of my Department, it has been determined that services to women affected by the 
PIP breast implant controversy, in particular those patients treated through the Harley Medical 
Group, will be provided by the HSE.  The aim is to ensure that anyone with a concern about 
their implants will have the option of discussing those matters in the first instance with their GP 
or surgeon.  If the outcome of this discussion between the patient and their doctor  is that an in-
dividual requires further follow-up and treatment (up to and including removal of the implants) 
then this will be facilitated through public hospitals.  Owing to competing budgetary priorities 
it was not possible to commence this service in 2012.

The Department will continue to liaise with the appropriate personnel in order to assist 
with development and management of appropriate care arrangements for PIP clients who have 
not been able to satisfactorily resolve their aftercare issues with the main provider.  My De-
partment’s and the Irish Medicine Board’s advice to women - which is based on the available 
scientific evidence - remains consistent : there is no current evidence of health risks associated 
with PIP implants.

16/01/2013WRYY02250Disability Support Services Provision

16/01/2013WRYY023001040. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health at what stage the funding 
and remit for disability services will be moved from his Department to the Department of Social 
Protection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1238/13]

16/01/2013WRYY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There are no 
proposals to move responsibility for health related specialist disability services to the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.  “Future Health”, the recently published Strategic Framework for 
Reform of the Health Service 2012 - 2015, envisages that services and supports for people with 
disabilities will be part of integrated social and continuing care provision within a reformed 
health system.
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16/01/2013WRYY02450Nursing Homes Support Scheme Oversight

16/01/2013WRYY025001041. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if the forthcoming review 
of fair deal will remove the current framework of price capping, thus ensuring the private and 
voluntary nursing home sector will address the significant growth in demand for long-term 
residential care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1239/13]

16/01/2013WRYY02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This is a nec-
essary feature of the Scheme due to the commitment by the State to meet the full balance of the 
cost of care over and above a person’s contribution.

The Terms of Reference for the review of the Scheme include an examination of the overall 
cost of long-term residential care in public and private nursing homes and the effectiveness of 
the current methods of negotiating/setting prices. The Deputy will be aware that a public con-
sultation to inform the review was concluded in July 2012. A summary report of the submis-
sions received was published on the Department’s website in December. The Department will 
shortly be seeking tenders through the public procurement process for the carrying out of the 
review. It will progress within the constraints of available staff and other priorities.  It is envis-
aged that the review will be completed in 2013.

As the Scheme is statutory based, the implementation of any recommendations arising from 
the review may require significant amendments to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act, 
2009.

16/01/2013WRYY02650Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRYY027001042. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a decision on a medical card application.  [1249/13]

16/01/2013WRYY02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Question No. 1043 answered with Question No. 1003.

16/01/2013WRYY02950Health Insurance Cover

16/01/2013WRYY030001044. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1261/13]

16/01/2013WRYY03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I think the Deputy may be speaking about the 
VHI’s recent claim that charging private in-patients who occupy public beds in public hospitals 
the daily maintenance charge, would result in a 45% increase in health insurance premia.

The situation is that a system of bed designation has been in place in public hospitals since 
the 1990s.  Under this system, most beds are either designated as public beds or private beds: 
there is a small number of non-designated beds, such as those in Intensive Care Units.  Under 
the current  framework, private in-patients who occupy public beds in public hospitals are not 
levied the daily maintenance charge, which ranges from €586 to €1,046 in most public hos-
pitals.  The Comptroller and Auditor General reported in 2010 that 45% of in-patients treated 
privately by their consultants were not charged for their maintenance costs because they were 
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not occupying designated private beds.

As part of Budget 2013, it has been indicated that legislative proposals will be brought to 
Government that will provide for charges to be collected from private in-patients who are not 
occupying a private designated bed.  This charge will be phased in over a number of years to 
mitigate the impact on the private health insurance market.  It is envisaged  that new charges 
will be implemented in mid-2013 and will yield additional €60m in 2013.  In the meantime, the 
maintenance charges for private in-patients in public hospitals remain unchanged.

I am committed to keeping the cost of health insurance premia as low as possible and, to this 
end, my Department is working closely with the four health insurers, through the Health Insur-
ance Consultative Forum.  The objective of the forum is to explore ways to minimise costs, 
while always respecting competition law.

Question No. 1045 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRYY03250Action Plan for Jobs

16/01/2013WRYY033001046. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the 2012 targets set for his 
Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report on the attainment or 
otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is taking within his De-
partment to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1284/13]

16/01/2013WRYY03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The 2012 Jobs Action Plan included a num-
ber of actions with Department of Health involvement.  The relevant actions and outcomes are 
set out below: -

The aim of Action 1.19 is to “Promote greater competition and reduce costs in the health 
sector by enacting legislation relating to general practice”.  The commencement on March 
12th, 2012 of the Health (Provision of General Practitioner Services) Act 2012 meets the objec-
tive of this action.

  The Department of Health has been working with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation on Action 7.2.1 to “Deliver a Health Innovation Hub to drive collaboration between 
the health system and commercial enterprises leading to the development and commercialisa-
tion of new health care technologies, products, services and start-ups emerging from within 
the health system and/or firms”.  The steps in the table of actions were completed in 2012. The 
Demonstrator Project was launched last October and  is established in University College Cork. 
It will test the Hub model and inform the development of a national Hub.

  Action 7.2.2 sets out to “ Enact a Health Information Bill to support a conducive environ-
ment for health research in Ireland ; this will streamline the ethics approval process for health 
research not governed by statutory regulation and EU law; the Bill will also provide a legal 
framework for the introduction of an individual patient identifier”.  Certain issues remain to be 
finalised  and it is expected that the Bill will be ready for publication later this year.

  Action 7.26 aims to “Prepare a detailed  implementation plan for  the development of a 
national biobanking structure.”. This implementation plan has been completed.

Government policy on public service numbers, reflected in the HSE’s 2013 Service Plan, 
requires that by the end of 2013 the health service achieves a workforce of 98,955 whole time 
equivalents, a significant reduction from a workforce of 101,519 whole time equivalents at the 
end of November, 2012. However, the Plan allows for investment of an additional 1,025 whole 
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time equivalents in a number of key prioritised areas, as well as the completion of recruitment 
for the additional posts authorised for mental health services in 2012.  In addition, a graduate 
nurse employment programme will be implemented, involving the recruitment of up to 1,000 
nurses on two-year contracts.

While our policies and programmes do not of themselves create jobs, they are, nonetheless 
important in terms of supporting an environment in which enterprise (SME and multinational) 
can do business. These include the Actions referred to above; the progression of EU legislative 
proposals on Clinical Trials and Medical Devices; investment in Clinical Research facilities 
through the Health Research Board and the development of an e-Health strategy.

16/01/2013WRYY03450Suicide Incidence

16/01/2013WRYY035001047. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if he has figures available on 
the number of suicides in Ireland in 2012; if not, the data he has at his disposition; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1298/13]

16/01/2013WRYY03600Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Data on mor-
tality is compiled by the Central Statistics Office and published in the Annual and Quarterly 
Reports on Vital Statistics.  The latest data published is for the second quarter of 2012.  The 
number of deaths by suicide in the first two quarters of 2012 are as follows:

- Male Female Total
Quarter 1 91 23 114
Quarter 2 96 22 118
Note: These figures are based on year of registration and are therefore subject to future 

revision.

        Question No. 1048 answered with Question No. 1025.
  Question No. 1049 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRZZ00350Health Services Staff Remuneration

16/01/2013WRZZ004001050. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the starting 
salary for the full range of professions working in our hospitals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1315/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The starting salary of all staff working in the 
public health service can be found in the Consolidated Salary Scales which are available on my 
Department’s website - www.dohc.ie .

16/01/2013WRZZ00550Health Services Staff Recruitment

16/01/2013WRZZ006001051. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health regarding the appointment 
of six vacancies on the blood transfusion board, if the positions were publicly advertised; the 
number of persons who applied; the number of applicants subsequently appointed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1320/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are 4 vacancies outstanding on the 
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Board of the Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS).  

Expressions of interest for Board membership were sought through the Public Appoint-
ments Service.   29 applications were received through this service and to date 1 appointment 
has been made from these applications.  

Members of the Board have experience and expertise in one or more of the following areas: 
corporate governance, finance, haematology, scientific risk assessment, communication, human 
resources and marketing.

I intend to appoint the remaining members as quickly as possible.

16/01/2013WRZZ00750Primary Care Centres Provision

16/01/2013WRZZ008001052. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in detail 
the history of the proposed development of a primary care centre at a location (details supplied) 
in Cork City, including details of the tender process that was entered into; the reason for the 
change in strategy by the Health Service Executive during the tender process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1321/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of healthcare infrastructure is a 
service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

16/01/2013WRZZ00950Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRZZ010001053. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if there are allowances for sufferers 
of the Steven Johnson syndrome; if so, if he will confirm that these payments will continue to be 
made to sufferers of this syndrome; if he will also confirm from whom these rates are payable 
and the actual rates payable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1330/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am not 
aware of any allowance or payment made by the health services which is paid exclusively on 
the basis of the diagnosis of a specific illness, disease, condition or syndrome. 

However, the Health Service Executive administers a number of health related payments 
for people with disabilities.  These include the Mobility Allowance, Motorised Transport Grant, 
Supplementary Allowance payable to Blind Persons and a Weekly Training Bonus / Top-up 
Payment to people with disabilities on approved Rehabilitative Training Programmes.  These 
payments are not made on the basis of the diagnosis of a specific illness, disease, condition or 
syndrome.  However, each payment has qualifying medical criteria which must be met in order 
to qualify for the payment.

The Deputy might also consider making contact with the Department of Social Protection 
for information of payments available to children and adults with a disability which fall under 
that Department’s remit, including Domiciliary Care Allowance and Disability Allowance.

16/01/2013WRZZ01150National Carers Strategy Consultation

16/01/2013WRZZ012001054. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health the current status of the National 
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Carer’s Strategy; if an implementation plan is in place for this strategy; the elements of the strat-
egy that will be implemented this year; the number of years over which it is hoped to implement 
all elements of the strategy; if he will outline the structures in place on a cross-departmental 
basis to coordinate the implementation of elements of this strategy in view of the fact that they 
fall within the remit of a variety of Departments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1342/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Carers’ Strategy, which was 
published in July 2012, is a cross-departmental strategy that sets the strategic direction for 
future policies, services and supports provided by Government Departments and agencies for 
carers.

It sets out a Vision and an ambitious set of National Goals and Objectives to guide policy 
development and service delivery.  The objective is to ensure that carers feel valued and sup-
ported in their caring role and are empowered to have a life of their own outside of caring. 

The Strategy also contains a Roadmap for Implementation.  This Roadmap also outlines 
the timelines and the Departments with responsibility for the implementation of the Strategy’s 
various elements. 

Each Department has appointed a senior official to take responsibility for relevant actions 
and for the provision of up-dates to the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy. Each Department 
will also produce an annual report on progress, which will be published on its website. 

My Department has overall responsibility for overseeing implementation and a progress 
report on overall implementation will be produced on a periodic basis over the lifetime of the 
Strategy and presented to the above Cabinet Committee.  The first progress report on imple-
mentation will be considered by the Cabinet Committee at its next meeting.

As implementation progresses, the Strategy will be reviewed on a periodic basis to consider 
whether adjustments or additional actions are appropriate.

  Question No. 1055 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRZZ01450General Practitioner Services

16/01/2013WRZZ015001056. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when general practitioner only 
medical cards for persons with long-term illnesses, as announced in budget 2012, will be is-
sued.  [1368/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme 
for Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Uni-
versal Health Insurance with equal access to care for all.  As part of this, the Government is 
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office.  
Primary legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a univer-
sal GP service without fees. 

Legislation to allow the Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP ser-
vices without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently being drafted by the Office 
of the Attorney General and the Department and it will be published shortly. Implementation 
dates and application details will be announced in due course. 
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16/01/2013WRZZ01650Ambulance Service Provision

16/01/2013WRZZ017001057. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to install CCTV cameras 
in all Health Service Executive ambulances to prevent the risk of assault to ambulance staff; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1381/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A key priority for the HSE National Ambu-
lance Service (NAS) is the upgrading of its fleet and communications systems. The NAS has 
had a comprehensive capital upgrade programme over the last number of years which includes 
provision for replacement of existing emergency ambulances, with installation of cameras to 
ensure safety for staff and patients as a standard.  At this point, the majority of emergency am-
bulances on duty have cameras installed in the patient care area of the vehicle. These cameras 
are activated by way of a panic strip.

16/01/2013WRZZ01850Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRZZ019001058. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason for closing a dis-
ability service (details supplied) in County Galway. [1384/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRZZ02050Services for People with Disabilities

16/01/2013WRZZ021001059. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a child (details 
supplied) will receive an appointment with the child development team of the Health Service 
Executive; the plans in place to ensure that efficient diagnoses are made for children with as-
pergers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1395/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRZZ02250Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRZZ023001060. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the home help sup-
ports available to children with aspergers syndrome or autism; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [1396/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRZZ02450Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRZZ025001061. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hip 
replacement procedure at Sligo General Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1400/13]



16 January 2013

695

16/01/2013WRZZ02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should the patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best 
position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRZZ02650National Office for Clinical Audit

16/01/2013WRZZ027001062. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if there are any reports an-
ticipated from the new National Office of Clinical Audit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1420/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Office for Clinical Audit 
(NOCA) was established by the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) under a service 
level agreement with the HSE.  NOCA reports to the HSE’s Quality and Patient Safety Direc-
torate. 

As this is a service matter, the question has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRZZ02850HSE Governance

16/01/2013WRZZ029001063. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if there are any reviews/re-
ports due on the new formal Health Service Executive Performance Management System; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1423/13]

16/01/2013WRZZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter, the question 
has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

      Question No. 1064 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRAAA00250Mental Health Services Report

16/01/2013WRAAA003001065. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ensure 
adequate mental health services in south Mayo where services can no longer take any more 
referrals from general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1465/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRAAA00450Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRAAA005001066. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health when it is proposed to replace 
the posts of ophthalmologists in counties Longford and Westmeath in view of the fact that there 
is already a two year waiting list in both counties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1467/13]
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16/01/2013WRAAA00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White):  The HSE has 
therefore been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRAAA00650Tobacco Control Measures

16/01/2013WRAAA007001067. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health his plans to encourage local au-
thorities that is to consider adopting a smoke free policy in all playgrounds under their control; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1470/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Ireland’s public 
health policy objective in relation to smoking is to promote and subsequently move towards a 
tobacco free society.  I am committed to moving us closer towards that objective.  The Tobacco 
Policy Review Group (TPRG) is examining a number of areas which need to be developed or 
enhanced in order to reduce smoking prevalence in eland.  The TPRG is considering the possi-
bility of extending the smoking ban to other public areas such as playgrounds, public parks and 
sport grounds, educational and health campuses, etc.  To ensure that this issue is progressed any 
recommendations in relation to this will be considered in consultation with the key stakehold-
ers e.g. Department of the Environment and Local Authorities, Department of Education etc.  I 
anticipate that the report of the TPRG will be completed in the coming months and that this will 
be brought to Government for decision.

16/01/2013WRAAA00850Orthodontic Services Fees

16/01/2013WRAAA009001068. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of children cur-
rently availing of the orthodontic service in Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway; the num-
ber of children waiting to be called for treatment and the current waiting time; the number of 
vacant orthodontist posts and/or positions unfilled due to leave; the specific plans to address the 
current backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1487/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

  Question No. 1069 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRAAA01150HSE National Service Plan

16/01/2013WRAAA012001070. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the date on which he 
received the Health Service Executive national service plan; the date on which it will be pub-
lished; the date on which the individual regional service plans will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1496/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is required by law to submit a ser-
vice plan within 21 days of receiving its allocation and the Minister has a further 21 days within 
which to approve the plan or seek to have it amended.  On the 21st December 2012, the HSE 
Board adopted and submitted to the Minister its National Service Plan for 2013.  The plan was 
approved by the Minister on the 9th January 2013 and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
in line with Section 31(13) of the Act.  It was published by the HSE on the 10th January 2013. 

 The HSE is working towards an end January date for completion of the regional plans. 



16 January 2013

697

  Question No. 1071 answered with Question No. 1025.

  Question No. 1072 answered with Question No. 938.

16/01/2013WRAAA01550Hospital Services

16/01/2013WRAAA016001073. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop 
a national adult metabolic unit at the Mater Hospital, Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1512/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Additional service development funding was 
allocated to the Health Service Executive in 2009 to address priority service pressures in the 
area of metabolic diseases, including  the development of an adult metabolic service.  In rela-
tion to the particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy regarding the progress made to date in this matter.

16/01/2013WRAAA01750Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRAAA018001074. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will approve further 
home help hours for a person (details supplied) in County Cork  [1515/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRAAA01950Health Care Infrastructure

16/01/2013WRAAA020001075. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if the design/feasibility study 
on Corduff Health Centre, Dublin 15, has been completed; if the findings of the study will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1518/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of healthcare infrastructure is a 
service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

16/01/2013WRAAA02150Hospital Services

16/01/2013WRAAA022001076. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive audit on James Connolly Memorial Hospital, Dublin 15, will be published to allow for the 
public, elected representatives and other interested parties to analyse the findings; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1519/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The priority set out in the Programme for 
Government is to unblock access and to improve the flow of patients through the health system.  
I established a Special Delivery Unit (SDU) in June 2011 as a key part of plans to radically 
reform the health system in Ireland.  The SDU priorities encompass waiting times for unsched-
uled and scheduled care and the introduction of a major upgrade in the performance capabili-
ties of the Irish health system.  The SDU is focusing initially on emergency departments and is 
working to support hospitals in addressing excessive waiting times for admission to hospital.  
The SDU  is working closely with key teams in the HSE and the NTPF, building on initiatives 
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already underway including the clinical programmes and supporting hospitals to improve per-
formance.  

The Deputy is referring to an operational management report that was produced  following 
a site visit  carried out by the SDU  in relation to patient care issues at Connolly hospital in 
Blanchardstown.  The report, which was sent to the hospital management, was carried out in 
June last year and is now over 6 months old.  The report was produced for the hospital to sup-
port management in service improvement, it is not intended to publish the report.  

Since the report was received by senior management at Connolly hospital an intensive pro-
gramme of work has begun between the SDU’s liaison officers, the Clinical Programmes and 
the hospital teams.  Regular liaison meetings are continuing and part of the agenda is to monitor 
improvements and implementation of the recommendations from the report.  The SDU is satis-
fied that there is increased engagement at all levels in the hospital in ensuring that emergency 
patients are seen in a timely manner, focussing on working to achieve the national targets for 
unscheduled care.  The hospital have implemented a number of improvements which include 
extended opening hours of the Acute Medicine Unit, increased availability of senior decision 
makers and extended availability of diagnostics.  Between May and November 2012 there has 
been a 12% improvement in the number of new  patients who are admitted to a ward or dis-
charged from the emergency department within 6 hours of arrival.     

16/01/2013WRAAA02350Hospital Equipment

16/01/2013WRAAA024001077. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health when an MRI scanner will be 
installed and fully operational at James Connolly Memorial Hospital, Dublin 15; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1520/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

16/01/2013WRAAA02550Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRAAA026001078. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is entitled to pension rights in regard to the on call service given in regard to his 
term as an ambulance service employee with the Health Service Executive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1541/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRAAA02750Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRAAA028001079. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be 
scheduled for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1557/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive Community Audiology service administers and monitors hearing tests for adults who 
are at risk for hearing loss.  Appointments for the audiology service are sent in a strict chronol-
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ogy according to clinical priorities and date of receipt of referral.  The HSE has been asked to 
examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

16/01/2013WRAAA02950Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRAAA030001080. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1591/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

16/01/2013WRAAA03150Orthodontic Services Fees

16/01/2013WRAAA032001081. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding orth-
odontic treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [1593/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to her as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRAAA03350Hospital Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRAAA034001082. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when will the rheumatoid spe-
cialist be appointed to Kerry General Hospital in view of the fact that there is immediate ur-
gency due to increasing demand by patients in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [1600/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

  Question No. 1083 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRAAA03650Medical Card Drugs

16/01/2013WRAAA037001084. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the fact that 
all pensioners between 66 and 70 years of age on State pensions are over the income level to 
be eligible for a medical card as the threshold is €201 per week, he will consider introducing a 
waiver for hospital visits and overnight stays which cost €75 per day for those who have already 
paid out €144 per month for their medications.  [1616/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, medical cards are provided to persons who, in the opinion of the 
Health Service Executive, are unable without undue hardship to arrange general practitioner 
medical and surgical services for themselves and their dependants.  The assessment for a medi-
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cal card is determined primarily by reference to the means of the applicant and his/her depen-
dants.  In assessing medical card applications for the applicants under 70 years, applications are 
considered on the basis of income net of tax and PRSI and allowance is made for reasonable 
expenses incurred in respect of mortgage/rent, childcare and travel to work.  Medical expenses 
are also taken into account.

The public in-patient charge (€75 per day subject to a maximum of €750 in any period of 12 
consecutive months) is provided for by the Health (In-Patient Charges) Regulations 1987 (as 
amended), made under Section 53 of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  Medical card holders 
are exempted from this charge.

I have no plans to introduce further exemptions to hospital charges at this time.

16/01/2013WRAAA03850Hospitals Policy

16/01/2013WRAAA039001085. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health if he has now received the Hig-
gins Report relating to the future of the South East Hospital Network; if not, when he expects to 
be in receipt of same; when he will be making the contents of same available to Dáil Éireann; 
if he has reviewed the report/submission from the South East Hospitals Action Alliance Group; 
his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1619/13]

16/01/2013WRAAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A rigorous and comprehensive consultation 
process has taken place which has included meetings with every acute hospital, including con-
sultations on two separate occasions with each hospital in the South East region.  A significant 
volume of formal submissions have been received by the Project Team from hospitals, clini-
cians, regulatory bodies and citizens. 

All of these recommendations and submissions have been considered by a Strategic Board 
composed of representatives with national and international expertise in health service delivery, 
governance and linkages with academic institutions.  The Chair of the Strategic Board, Pro-
fessor John Higgins is due to formally present to me a report on the establishment of hospital 
groups as a transition to independent hospital trusts in the near future.  I will prioritise consider-
ation of that report, which will then be submitted to and presented to Government for decision 
on the hospital groups composition in light of the recommendations of the Report.

16/01/2013WRBBB00150Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRBBB002001086. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will review a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1627/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/01/2013WRBBB00350HSE Staff Remuneration

16/01/2013WRBBB004001087. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the pay 
rate for a newly qualified nurse and midwife graduate in 2009 was €33,470 and it will be re-
duced to €22,000 in 2013; if he will outline the way this reduction of 34% compares to the 
percentage reduction over the same period for those commencing work in the health services as 
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hospital consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1648/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The starting pay rate for a newly qualified 
staff nurse/midwife in 2009 was €33,470, which was the second point of the pay scale.  At 
that time, entrants were placed on the second point of the salary scale reflecting time spent in 
clinical placements as students prior to registration. Incremental credit is no longer granted in 
respect of placements prior to registration.  The first point of the staff nurse/midwife pay scale 
in 2009 was €31,875.  The first point of the staff nurse/midwifery pay scale is now €27,211.

The HSE has recently commenced a graduate employment initiative which will support the 
retention of recently qualified graduate nurses and midwives within the Irish health system and 
enable them to gain valuable work experience and development opportunities post-graduation.  
Under the Initiative, up to 1,000 graduate nurses will be recruited on two-year contracts and 
will be paid 80% of the first point of the Staff Nurse Scale.  These staff will also qualify for 
premium payments and allowances on a pro rata basis, bringing expected average pay to about 
€25,000 per year, excluding overtime. 

The starting salary for consultants is 40% lower now than in 2009.

16/01/2013WRBBB00550Medical Card Eligibility

16/01/2013WRBBB006001088. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the fact that 
all pensioners between 66 and 70 years are over the threshold financially for a medical card 
because the income limit for a single person is €201 and their pension is €238, he will consider 
disregarding more outgoings such as refuse, heating, fuel, electricity for that age group in view 
of the fact that the current outgoings that are disregarded are mostly not applicable to that age 
group in view of the fact that their mortgages are generally paid off and they do not have to 
travel to work or have childcare expenses, or if he will consider raising the income limit for 
eligibility to a more reasonable figure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1653/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, medical cards are provided to persons who, in the opinion of the 
Health Service Executive, are unable without undue hardship to arrange general practitioner 
medical and surgical services for themselves and their dependants.  The assessment for a medi-
cal card is determined primarily by reference to the means of the applicant and his/her depen-
dants.

In assessing medical card entitlement for people under 70 years of age, calculations are 
based on income net of income tax and PRSI and allowances are given for reasonable expenses 
incurred in respect of rent/mortgage payments; in respect of childcare costs and in respect of ex-
penses incurred in travel to work.   Expenditure in relation to medical costs will be considered.  
Applicants whose weekly incomes are derived solely from Social Welfare or Health Service 
Executive allowances/payments, which are in excess of the financial guidelines, are granted a 
medical card.

Approximately 1.85 million people are covered by a medical card, an increase of almost 
25% since the end of 2009.  The cost of the medical card scheme in 2012 is estimated to have 
been approximately €1.9 billion.  There are currently no proposals to extend the list of outgo-
ings/expenses which are considered when assessing medical card eligibility for any particular 
age group.
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16/01/2013WRBBB00750Disability Support Services Provision

16/01/2013WRBBB008001089. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the pro-
posed cut of €250,000 to childvision disability services in Dublin 9 in 2013 [1689/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB009001102. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the impact of the 5% cut to the annual core grant of an educational centre (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 9 in view of the fact that it will have significant repercussions on the service 
being provided for severely disabled children [1759/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1089 and 1102 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/01/2013WRBBB01050General Practitioner Services

16/01/2013WRBBB011001090. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health the number of general prac-
titioners who have been reported to the Health Service Executive for charging medical card 
holders for blood tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1690/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In circumstances 
where the taking of blood is necessary to either (a) assist in the process of diagnosing a patient 
or (b) monitor a diagnosed condition, General Practitioners (GPs) may not charge patients if 
they are eligible for free GMS services under the Health Act, 1970, as amended.  It is the con-
tracted responsibility of GPs to provide proper and necessary treatment to eligible persons.  If 
part of that proper and necessary treatment includes routine phlebotomy, GPs must provide 
such services free of charge under the terms of their General Medical Services (GMS) contract.  

The HSE has written to GP contract holders and clarified the position in relation to this mat-
ter and has also communicated its position to the Irish Medical Organisation.

As of October 2012, the HSE had received formal complaints that 14 GPs had allegedly 
charged patients for phlebotomy services.  Where evidence had emerged of GPs charging pa-
tients for routine phlebotomy services, the HSE wrote to the GP contractors advising them that 
by charging GMS patients they were in breach of the GMS contract and that persistence in 
the practice of charging patients could have contractual implications, including adjustments to 
routine payments such as nurse subsidies.  Of the 14 GPs who were reported to the HSE Pri-
mary Care Units for charging for phlebotomy services in October 2012, at least 2 GPs refunded 
patients.   another instance, a new GP joined the practice of one of the GPs and charging for 
phlebotomy services has since ceased at that practice.  2 of the other GPs were found to have 
charged legitimately as the blood tests were not ‘routine’.  The HSE is continuing to address 
this issue.

The HSE is also continuing to advise eligible patients who believe they have been inap-
propriately charged by a GP for routine phlebotomy services, to seek a refund from the GPs in 
question.

16/01/2013WRBBB01250General Medical Services Scheme Review
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16/01/2013WRBBB013001091. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been 
made between his Department, the Health Service Executive and the Irish Medical Orgainsa-
tion to review the GMS contract with general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1691/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme 
for Government provides for the introduction of a new General Medical Services (GMS) Gen-
eral Practitioner (GP) contract with an increased emphasis on the management of chronic con-
ditions, such as diabetes and cardiovascular conditions.  It is envisaged that the new contract, 
when finalised, will focus on prevention and will include a requirement for GPs to provide care 
as part of integrated multidisciplinary Primary Care Teams.

My Department and the HSE are currently examining the changes that need to be made to 
the GMS contract to facilitate the introduction of Universal Primary Care.  There have been pre-
liminary discussions with the Irish Medical Organisation (IMO) to outline policy in this regard 
and I would hope that we will be able to engage in further discussions before long.

16/01/2013WRBBB01450Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRBBB015001092. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry will be called for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1695/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 1093 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRBBB01750Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRBBB018001094. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health when a decision on a discretionary 
medical card will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1709/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1095 answered with Question No. 1028.

16/01/2013WRBBB02050Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRBBB021001096. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the number of persons in the State in receipt of home help hours and are also cared 
for by persons who are in receipt of carer’s benefit; if he or his Department officials have ever 
discussed with the health Service Executive and the Department of Social Protection the reason 
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any person cared for by a person receiving carer’s benefit and the respite care grant should re-
quire home help hours also; his views on whether the impact nationally of recent cuts in home 
help hours would be lessened if the practice of granting home help hours to persons being cared 
for by recipients of carer’s benefit was abolished  [1712/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Carer’s al-
lowance and carer’s benefit fall within the remit of the Department of Social Protection, and 
are paid to people who are caring for a person who needs full-time care and attention.  They are 
intended as an income support for the carer and not to supplement the cost of care.  In many 
cases the care recipient will be in receipt of an income support payment in their own right, for 
example disability allowance or State pension. The fact that a carer is in receipt of  carer’s al-
lowance or carer’s benefit does not preclude them from receiving home help or other supports  
from the HSE.  

A person who is caring for someone on a full-time basis with a serious illness or severe 
mental or physical disability may have a genuine need for support by way of a home help.  Of-
ficials in my Department have regular consultation with their colleagues in the Department of 
Social Protection on matters of concern for carers and the full range of supports for carers from 
the two Departments.  

16/01/2013WRBBB02250Medical Products

16/01/2013WRBBB023001097. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
administration of a drug in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1719/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the supply of drugs. The HSE has therefore been asked to examine 
this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 1098 to 1100, inclusive, answered with Question No. 994.

16/01/2013WRBBB02650Home Care Packages

16/01/2013WRBBB028001101. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will review the home care 
package in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork with a view to the re-instate-
ment of necessary hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1751/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 1102 answered with Question No. 1089.

16/01/2013WRBBB03050Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRBBB031001103. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health on behalf of a person (details 
supplied), if he will provide an update on the allocation of home help hours, which despite her 
advanced years and delicate health have been decreased rather than increased; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1764/13]
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16/01/2013WRBBB03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRBBB03250HSE Staffing

16/01/2013WRBBB033001104. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the way a nurse, who com-
menced employment with a hospital in November 2012 on a one year contract basis, could have 
her contract unilaterally cancelled and be advised to re-apply for the new nursing contracts be-
ing proposed by hie Department and the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [1806/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRBBB03450Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRBBB035001105. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timescale envisaged for 
the publication of legislation to provide for the changes to eligibility criteria for medical card 
applicants who are over-seventy; the way it is proposed to discontinue medical card entitlement 
in respect of people who currently hold a medical card but who will exceed the guidelines when 
the legislation is commenced, and in particular those whose medical card was granted up to a 
specific period and is not due for renewal for a number of years  [1814/13]

16/01/2013WRBBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As part of Budget 
2013, it was announced that the income thresholds for medical cards for the over 70’s age group 
are to be changed.  The intention is that: persons aged 70 years and over, whose gross weekly 
income is not more than €600 in the case of single persons and €1,200 in te case of couples, 
will qualify for full eligibility (medical cards); and persons aged 70 years and over, whose 
gross weekly income is more than €600 but less than €700 in the case of single persons  a n d 
more than €1,200 but less than €1,400 in the case of couples, will qualify for GP Visit Cards.

People who lose the medical card will be entitled to make use of the Drugs Payment Scheme 
(DPS) which reimburses the cost of medication that exceeds a monthly threshold.  Primary leg-
islation is required to implement the new eligibility criteria. Heads of Bill are being currently 
being prepared and it is anticipated that the legislation will be published during the current ses-
sion.

HSE Expenditure

16/01/2013WRCCC002001106. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the projected accumulated 
savings for each month of 2013 for each of the savings measures identified under the total 2013 
saving of €323 million for the primary care reimbursement service in the 2012 Health Service 
Executive service plan  [1815/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Estimate 
agreed for the Health Votes includes ambitious savings targets for the PCRS (medical cards and 
drug costs), many of which will require legislation to achieve. A reduction in expenditure of 
€323m is required against the projection in 2013. The HSE Board made a decision to introduce 
an additional €60m in cost reductions in the community schemes in the National Service Plan. 
These additional savings are to be achieved through a range of efficiency measures; therefore, 
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the total reduction required in 2013 is €383m. 

The HSE’s National Service Plan has just been finalised for 2013. The HSE is now working 
with the relevant programme directors to profile their budgets appropriately. It is not possible 
at this stage to provide details of how individual savings measures will be profiled across 2013, 
particularly in light of the fact that legislation is required for some of them.

16/01/2013WRCCC00350Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRCCC004001107. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact Limerick Maternity Hospital is recruiting new graduates and bypassing nurses and 
midwives already on the Health Service Executive panel and the actions that he intends to take 
to address same. [1823/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The health services are facing very signifi-
cant budgetary challenges. Given the proportion of expenditure that goes on pay, strict control 
of pay budgets and staff numbers is essential.  The Graduate Employment Initiative will support 
the retention of recently qualified graduate nurses and midwives within the Irish health system 
and enable them to gain valuable work experience and development opportunities post-gradu-
ation. The Initiative will also facilitate a reduction in expenditure on nurse agency staffing and 
overtime.  

The HSE may continue to recruit nurses and midwives from existing panels in exceptional 
circumstances where it has been established that there is an urgent service requirement and this 
can be accommodated within the budgetary and staff number limits in place.  Such recruitment 
is separate to and independent of the Graduate Employment Initiative.

  Question No. 1108 answered with Question No. 1028.

Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRCCC007001109. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a person (details supplied) in County Dublin has to wait eleven months to a year 
for an MRI scan at the Mater Hospital, Dublin; and the actions that he intends to take regarding 
same  [1827/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRCCC00850Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRCCC009001110. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Wexford will be admitted to Waterford General Hospital for an operation  [1862/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).  Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that 
the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she would be in the best position 
to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.
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In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRCCC01050Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRCCC011001111. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Wexford will be admitted for a heart operation to a Dublin hospital as a matter of 
urgency. [1867/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).  Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that 
the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to 
take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services Issues

16/01/2013WRCCC013001112. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 476 of 11 December 2012, when a reply will issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1869/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has been 
asked to respond to the Deputy, as soon as possible, in relation to this issue.

16/01/2013WRCCC01450Medical Card Eligibility

16/01/2013WRCCC015001113. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the new local property tax 
will be a deductible expense for the purposes of determining the net wage of a medical card 
applicant. [1871/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, medical cards are provided to persons who, in the opinion of the 
Health Service Executive, are unable without undue hardship to arrange general practitioner 
medical and surgical services for themselves and their dependants.  The assessment for a medi-
cal card is determined primarily by reference to the means of the applicant and his/her depen-
dants.

In calculating net income, allowances are given for reasonable expenses incurred in respect 
of rent/mortgage payments; in respect of childcare costs and in respect of expenses incurred 
in travel to work.   Expenditure in relation to medical costs will be considered.  Applicants 
whose weekly incomes are derived solely from Social Welfare or Health Service Executive al-
lowances/payments, which are in excess of the financial guidelines, will be granted a medical 
card. However, at present, there are no proposals to include the new property tax as a deductible 
expense in determining eligibility for medical cards. 
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16/01/2013WRCCC01650Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRCCC017001114. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason 400,000 home help 
hours were removed from the Health Service Executive 2012 Service Plan target in a technical 
adjustment thereby giving a target of 10.3 million hours instead of the 10.7 million hours origi-
nally announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1875/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am aware of 
the issue raised by the Deputy, which came to light in the context of finalising the HSE Service 
Plan 2013.  This however did not contribute to any delay in agreeing the plan.

The original figure of 10.7 million Home Help hours was too high because of problems of 
data collection which have now been addressed. The figure of 10.3 million hours is in fact the 
correct one. 

Mental Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRCCC019001115. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the pilot phase for facilita-
tors as part of the new initiative aimed at enhancing team working on community mental health 
teams will be working (details supplied) in County Meath; if so, when it will commence; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1882/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/01/2013WRCCC02050Health Services Staff Issues

16/01/2013WRCCC021001116. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the Regional Nursing Met-
ric Project Officers pilot sites have reported yet; if they will be rolled out nationwide; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1883/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Mental Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRCCC023001117. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health when the national Counsel-
ling in Primary Care Service will be established; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1884/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In 2012 €5m 
was made available from the special allocation for Mental Health to initiate the provision of 
psychological and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental 
health problems who are eligible under the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme.  It is 
proposed that the counselling model operated by the HSE’s North East Area and managed by 
the National Counselling Service (NCS) will be replicated nationally.

To implement the model nationally, an additional Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) Counsel-
lor Co-ordinator post was allocated to each of the 10 National Counselling Services.  These 
Counsellors will be responsible for the set up, roll out, management, monitoring and evalua-
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tion of the Model, including relationship development with GPs in their areas.  They will work 
within the NCS, managing the referral process, to ensure that an appropriate referral and coun-
selling match is provided to meet the needs of individuals. 

Interviews for the Counsellor Co-ordinators were held in late November 2012 and the suc-
cessful candidates are currently being processed for references and Garda Clearances.  Follow-
ing satisfactory completion of the process, start dates will be agreed with the candidates.  The 
start date for the service in each area will vary depending on the start date of the Counsellor 
Co-ordinator and the availability of Counsellor Therapists.

A National Steering Group has been working continuously to develop the national guidance 
to ensure the consistent roll-out of the model and work is ongoing in preparing information 
packs for primary care teams, potential service users and GPs.  

16/01/2013WRCCC02450Medical Card Applications

16/01/2013WRCCC025001118. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway will expect a decision on the appeal of the refusal of entitlement to a 
full medical card  [1885/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Health Services Provision

16/01/2013WRCCC027001119. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding therapeutic 
needs in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15.  [1888/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRCCC029001120. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of 
the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his Department in 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1907/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC030001126. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of 
the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his Department in 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2038/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1120 and 
1126 together.

My Department administers a National Lottery Discretionary Fund from which once-off 
grants are paid to community and voluntary organisations, providing a range of health related 
services. A list of the organisations that received lottery funding in 2012 is available on my 
Departments website at www.doh.ie
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The National Lottery is the only source of funding through which non-statutory organisa-
tions receive money from my Department.

16/01/2013WRCCC03150Hospital Waiting Lists

16/01/2013WRCCC032001121. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1952/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Departmental Properties

16/01/2013WRCCC034001122. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health with regard to a site (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry, which is now closed and unused, the proposals there are for the 
building in the future; if he has consulted with Killarney Town Council to see if it would have 
requirements which this building might fulfil; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1955/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

National Lottery Funding Applications

16/01/2013WRCCC036001123. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the reason an organisation 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow did not receive an official response from his Department 
to inform it that its application for a national lottery grant had been denied; the reason its ap-
plication did not meet the criteria; if he is satisfied with the explanation that the funds have 
been disbursed; if there is an appeals process in place for it to pursue; if so, the way the appeal 
processes for decisions on lottery funding refusals operates; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [1958/13]

16/01/2013WRCCC03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): National Lottery applications are received 
by my Department from a range of community and voluntary organisations involved in vari-
ous health related activities.  The relevant Unit in my Department liaises with the appropriate 
personnel in the Health Service Executive to assess each individual application and consider 
whether the application should be recommended for funding. When the assessment has been 
completed and a recommendation has been made, I review each application and prioritise them 
according to their merits before awarding National Lottery funding. 
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An application for funding from the 2012 Lottery allocation was received in March from 
the organisation in question. The application was reviewed by my Department and a decision 
was made that funding should not be provided on this occasion. My Department informed the 
organisation of this decision on 2 January 2013. If funding for this project is required in 2013, 
the organisation may wish to apply for a grant from the 2013 National Lottery allocation.

Detailed procedures, along with the application form are set out on my Department’s web-
site - www.doh.ie

16/01/2013WRDDD00150Prescription Charges

16/01/2013WRDDD002001124. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the impact on senior citizens that the new prescription charges are having which is 
causing hardship  [1973/13]

16/01/2013WRDDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Due to the very 
difficult and challenging economic environment, the Government has committed to achieving 
additional savings in health expenditure with €781m of savings targeted in 2013.   The increase 
in prescription charges will account for €51 million of this target.  The Government is commit-
ted to achieving these savings while protecting front line services to the most vulnerable to the 
greatest extent possible. 

16/01/2013WRDDD00350Home Help Service Provision

16/01/2013WRDDD004001125. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home 
help in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13  [1974/13]

16/01/2013WRDDD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 1126 answered with Question No. 1120.

16/01/2013WRDDD00625Coast Guard Station Closures

16/01/2013WRDDD007001127. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason he reversed the recommendation to close the Coast Guard Stations at Malin Head and 
Valentia Island.  [58200/12]

16/01/2013WRDDD00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Value for Money 
reviews into the Coast Guard and Marine Surveying functions of my Department by Fishers 
Associates identified a number of issues which need to be addressed in Ireland’s maritime 
transport safety and marine emergency response regimes. One of the consultants’ recommen-
dations was that the option of a 2 centre model for rescue coordination centres should be pur-
sued.  However, when I published the reviews last July I made it clear that I wouldn’t accept or 
reject any of the recommendations until a full assessment of the proposals had been undertaken 
and actions prioritised to address the issues identified as requiring attention. 

My Department has examined the consultants’ recommendation regarding the operation 
of the 3 coordination centres, including engaging in further discussions with Fisher Associ-
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ates, to determine how greater efficiencies can be delivered in light of the resource constraints 
under which we must operate.  After careful consideration of the various options available, it 
was concluded that the three centres should remain but that changes to the operation arrange-
ments within and between the centres would be required to achieve the necessary operating 
efficiencies and savings. 

In particular, through the utilisation of the most modern communications and IT infrastruc-
ture across a single national Coast Guard network the 3 centres will be more closely aligned 
and integrated.  My Department is currently undertaking work with the support of external con-
sultants to establish the details of the future operational arrangements for the centres. This is an 
important measure in the action plan I am preparing to address the deficiencies in the maritime 
safety and emergency response services identified in the Value for Money reviews.

16/01/2013WRDDD00850Regional Road Network

16/01/2013WRDDD009001128. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to a bridge collapse in the Beaufort area of County Kerry known locally as Spideog Bridge 
located on the L7515 close to Beaufort church, when money will be made available to this job; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1176/13]

16/01/2013WRDDD010001129. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding funding in respect of a bridge (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1191/13]

16/01/2013WRDDD01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1128 and 1129 together. 

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory 
function of each road authority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads 
Act, 1993.  Works on such roads are a matter, for the relevant local authority to be funded from 
its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation 
of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority. In July last year, the National 
Roads Authority (NRA) on behalf of the Department issued a circular to all local authorities 
inviting applications for consideration for funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement 
Grants Scheme.  Kerry County Council submitted 9 projects for consideration for funding in 
2013;  however the Cahersivane Bridge and Spideog Bridge were not included in the Council’s 
submission. It is open to Kerry County Council to fund these works from its Discretionary 
Grant or alternatively from its own resources.

16/01/2013WRDDD01150Regulatory Impact Assessment Numbers

16/01/2013WRDDD012001130. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of regulatory impact assessments that have been carried out by his Department in the past 
twelve months; and the list of regulatory impact assessments carried out within his Department 
in the past twelve months.  [57767/12]

16/01/2013WRDDD01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has carried out five regulatory impact analyses (RIAs) in the past twelve months.

In the area of Maritime Safety, RIAs were carried out on the transposition of  Directive 
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2010/65/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 on Reporting 
Formalities for Ships Arriving in and/or Departing from Ports of Member States and also on the 
proposed new regime for the registration of ships in Ireland.

Two RIAs were carried out in the area of Road Safety. The first was  to inform the develop-
ment of the Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 and the 
second was submitted to Government in December 2012 to accompany a General Scheme of 
the next Road Traffic Bill, which is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel.  An RIA was also carried out for the Taxi Regulation Bill, 2012.

16/01/2013WRDDD01350Public Transport Provision

16/01/2013WRDDD014001131. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
improvements in transport infrastructure he has planned that will affect Dublin North East and 
Dublin North Central; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [57797/12]

16/01/2013WRDDD01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) comes under the remit of the NTA.

I also have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads 
programme.  The planning, design and implementation of road projects is a matter for the Na-
tional Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA and the NRA 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working 
days.

16/01/2013WRDDD01550Sport and Recreational Development

16/01/2013WRDDD016001132. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
steps he is taking to ensure the development of sport in schools; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [57798/12]

16/01/2013WRDDD01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) is developing proposals to promote sport and 
physical education at both Junior and Senior cycle which are in line with my priorities in this 
area.  My Department is in ongoing contact with the NCCA as they progress these proposals.

16/01/2013WRDDD01750Departmental Bodies Abolition

16/01/2013WRDDD018001133. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide in tabular form the number of agencies, bodies, boards, quangos or other enti-
ties, which are financed from, answerable to or established by his Department that have been 
abolished, merged or re-organised since this Government took office; the savings that have 
been realised since the changes were made; the level of staff reduction that has been achieved; 
if he will provide details of further agency reductions that he intends to pursue in 2013; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [57885/12]

16/01/2013WRDDD01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  I refer the Deputy 
to my reply to Question No. 355 of 8th November 2012 which sets out the position to that 
date. Link  

Since then, the Government decided in November 2012 to proceed with the separation of 
Shannon Airport from the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) and to merge it with a restructured 
Shannon Development to form a new integrated Shannon entity in public ownership. The Order 
to specify the date of separation of Shannon Airport from the DAA as 31st December 2012 was 
executed last month following its approval by both Houses of the Oireachtas. On that day, the 
assets and business of Shannon Airport were transferred from the DAA to the Shannon Airport 
Authority (SAA).

16/01/2013WREEE00150Airport Development Projects

16/01/2013WREEE002001134. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
recently announced commercial package for Shannon Airport was submitted to the European 
Commission’s Competition Authority for advance clearance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [57899/12]

16/01/2013WREEE00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As I have pointed 
out on a number of previous occasions, there is no support package in place for Shannon Air-
port. 

The Deputy will recall that the Minister for Finance announced in his Budget speech last 
month that he will be putting in place measures to facilitate the construction of hangars and 
ancillary facilities that will be key to attracting additional aviation sector organisations. These 
measures are aimed at attracting investment to Ireland and will be available on a national basis 
to all airports that wish to avail of them.

As regards Shannon Airport, the Deputy will be aware now that the assets and business of 
that airport were transferred from the DAA to the Shannon Airport Authority (SAA) on 31st 
December last. My Department is now proceeding to draft legislation to provide for the merger 
of the SAA with a restructured Shannon Development to form a new State-owned commercial 
entity as decided by Government in November and it is my aim to have that new entity estab-
lished on a statutory basis by July of this year.

Shannon Development and Shannon Airport Authority are both owned by the State and the 
State, on behalf of its citizens and taxpayers, is currently faced with these two ailing companies 
that are not realising their potential to make a contribution to the economy of the wider region.  
The State is, therefore, restructuring its assets to make better use of them as a catalyst for the 
development of sectoral opportunities, particularly within the aviation sector. This restructuring 
involves no more than a re-ordering of assets in State ownership and on this basis is not seen 
as involving State Aid and hence there was no requirement to approach the European Commis-
sion.

16/01/2013WREEE00350Trans European Transport Network Programme
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16/01/2013WREEE004001135. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
proposals Ireland is putting forward under the 2012 calls on proposals on the Trans European 
Transport Network multi annual and annual programmes. [57970/12]

16/01/2013WREEE00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that 
the Commission’s closing date for 2012 calls under the TENT programme is 28th February 
2013. I am hopeful that projects will be submitted by Irish project promoters in the transport 
sector for consideration by the Commission in due course.

16/01/2013WREEE00550Sports Funding

16/01/2013WREEE006001136. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will ensure that funding will be maintained for the Special Olympics; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [57994/12]

16/01/2013WREEE00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Sports 
Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
promotion, development and co-ordination of sport, including the allocation of funding to the 
National Governing Bodies of Sport. 

The allocation of funding to the National Governing Bodies for 2013, including funding for 
Special Olympics Ireland, will be announced in the next few weeks.

I have forwarded a copy of the Deputy’s question to the Irish Sports Council for their infor-
mation.

16/01/2013WREEE00750National Car Test

16/01/2013WREEE008001137. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has engaged with officials from the European Commission, with a view to allowing an ex-
emption from the NCT for cars that have been pre-declared off the road prior to the expiration 
of their NCT certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [58001/12]

16/01/2013WREEE00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): EU Directive 
2009/40/EC requires cars to undergo a roadworthiness test when they are four years old and 
every two years thereafter.  However, Member States are permitted to test more frequently and 
an annual NCT for cars 10 years and older commenced in Ireland with effect from 1 June 2011. 
Current EU legislation does not provide for a deferment of the due date for mandatory testing, 
and test dates are set by reference to the date of the first registration of the vehicle.

In 2012, my officials contacted the EU Commission to enquire about the possibility of us-
ing the flexibility afforded under Article 4.2 of 2009/40 to facilitate a deferment of the testing 
due date on the basis that the vehicle had not been used in a public place for a period prior to 
the scheduled test date. The initial advice received suggests that such a scenario does not fall 
within the intent and comprehension of the quoted Article. When a definitive response has been 
received, I will bring it to the Deputy’s attention.

 

16/01/2013WREEE00950Driving Licence Renewals
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16/01/2013WREEE010001138. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that if a persons drivers licence is out of date their insurance is 
invalid; if he will ask that the Road Safety Authority to notify licence holders of an approaching 
expiration date of their licence.  [58020/12]

16/01/2013WREEE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It has been the 
practice for some time for the National Vehicle Driver File of my Department to notify drivers, 
some four to six weeks in advance, of the pending expiry of their driver licences. 

The linkage of driver licences with motor insurance policy is a non-statutory matter.  Mo-
tor insurance is an agreement between drivers and insurance companies, and the holding of the  
appropriate valid driving licence is a condition that may be set by insurance companies when a 
proposal form is being filled.

16/01/2013WREEE01150Taxi Regulations

16/01/2013WREEE012001139. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason it is necessary for a person seeking to obtain a taxi or hackney licence to operate in 
County Limerick to have a knowledge of the geography of Limerick city, even though he or she 
does not intend to operate in Limerick city; if there is a similar requirement imposed on those 
drivers that operate in Limerick city to have a knowledge of County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [58024/12]

16/01/2013WREEE01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including issues re-
lating to the area knowledge test, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under 
the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003.

I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

16/01/2013WREEE01350Taxi Regulations

16/01/2013WREEE014001140. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is 
satisfied with the number of inspections of taxi drivers carried out; if he will consider carrying 
out more inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58064/12]

16/01/2013WREEE01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry, including enforcement issues, is the overall respon-
sibility of the National Transport Authority (NTA), assisted by the Garda Síochána. 

I want to discourage the rogue operators who make it tough for the legally compliant opera-
tors to earn a living.  Many of the key recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 
2011 relate to enforcement and compliance matters, involving both ‘on street’ and ‘off-street’ 
enforcement of the taxi regulations.

Concerning ‘on street’ enforcement specifically, there has been very good cooperation be-
tween An Garda Síochána and the NTA on enforcement issues this year and a substantial num-
ber of joint operations have been undertaken. 

In relation to small public service vehicles, the NTA carried out over fourteen and a half 
thousand on-street vehicle checks as part of their enforcement activities during 2012.  These 
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on-street vehicle checks continue to show a high degree of compliance with the relevant regula-
tions.  In addition, An Garda Siochana also carried out a significant number of vehicle checks 
on small public service vehicles, both as part of joint operations carried out in conjunction with 
the NTA and as part of their normal road traffic policing activities.

The NTA is currently drafting an enforcement plan for 2013 which will be coordinated with 
An Garda Síochána’s policing plan for 2013. That will assist with continued co-operation dur-
ing 2013.

In addition, as recommended under Actions 21 and 25 of the Review Report, Garda powers 
are to be extended to allow members of An Garda Síochána to issue fixed charged notices with 
respect to additional SPSV fixed charge offences. It is anticipated that in 2013 regulations will 
be made following commencement of Section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 2010.

The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 will support the enforcement measures proposed in the Taxi 
Review Report.  The provisions of the Bill will further support measures to ensure that opera-
tors and drivers can operate under a robust regulatory framework supported by an effective 
enforcement regime. The Bill is to be introduced in the Seanad this month.

16/01/2013WREEE01550Taxi Regulations

16/01/2013WREEE016001141. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether there are sufficient spaces at taxi ranks in Dublin city for the number of taxis on the 
road; his plans to provide additional taxi rank spaces in Dublin city especially close to the Four 
Courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [58065/12]

16/01/2013WREEE01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Under Section 15 of the Road Traffic Act, 2002, Dublin City Council, in consultation 
with the Commissioner of An Garda Siochána, is responsible for the making of bye-laws in 
respect of the area comprising of the city of Dublin, including bye-laws regarding the location 
and number of taxi ranks.

I have no function in this matter.

16/01/2013WREEE01750Taxi Regulations

16/01/2013WREEE018001142. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will consider amending the proposed Taxi Regulations Bill 2012 to allow for the transfer 
of taxi licences upon the death of the owner or in circumstances when the owner is no longer in 
a position to operate their taxi due to ill health; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[58114/12]

16/01/2013WREEE018501151. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the transfer of taxi licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1260/13]

16/01/2013WREEE01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1142 and 1151 together. 

As part of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011, the proposal 
for a prohibition on the transfer of small public service vehicle (SPSV) licences reflects the Re-
view Group view that a licence should determine a person’s suitability to carry out a function 
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and it should not have monetary value or be traded on the open market.

The prohibition on the transfer of SPSV licences is provided for in the Taxi Regulation Bill 
2012 which was published on 5 December last.

In acknowledging the need for specific provisions to deal with the issue of continuity of a 
taxi business in the event of the death of a licence holder an amendment to the Bill is being 
considered.

Tourism Industry Issues

16/01/2013WRFFF002001143. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will meet with a group of foreign and Irish business persons in the hostel tourism sector that 
want to bring an international conference to Ireland in 2014.  [58183/12]

16/01/2013WRFFF00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport  (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, which has a team dedicated to business and confer-
ence tourism that provides support to those seeking to bring international conferences to Ire-
land.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  I ask 
him to contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten working days.

Departmental Expenditure

16/01/2013WRFFF004001144. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount it costs to run his Department; if he will quantify the savings in his Department when 
some of its duties were transferred to the new authority; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [58185/12]

16/01/2013WRFFF00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy 
to my response to his Question No. 1213 of 6 November 2012.  The position remains un-
changed.  The cost of running the National Transport Authority (NTA) is an operational matter 
for the Authority.  As previously advised, I have referred the Deputy’s question to it for direct 
reply.  As also advised, my Department’s 2012 expenditure allocation and 2011 provisional 
expenditure outturn are set out in the Revised Estimates Volume, Vote 31 which is published 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and is available on that Department’s 
website.  For the Deputy’s information, the allocation in 2012 from the Exchequer to the NTA is 
€376,985,000 (€246,747,000 for current expenditure and €130,238,000 for capital expenditure) 
and the provisional expenditure outturn for 2011 was €376,985,000 (€269,348,000 for current 
expenditure and €211,000,000 for capital expenditure).  The NTA has assumed responsibility 
for a range of tasks from my Department, including national bus route licensing, rail passenger 
rights redress, integrated ticketing, the rural transport programme, public service contracts with 
the CIÉ companies and the management of the State’s infrastructure contract with Irish Rail.  To 
resource this remit, a number of staff posts were transferred from my Department’s allocation 
to the NTA.  The associated pay allocations are adjusted to reflect the transfer of posts to the 
NTA.  Consequently, there are no net savings in my Department’s vote as a result of the transfer 
of functions.  However, it should be noted that the rationale for the creation of the NTA was not 
to generate cost savings.  It should also be noted that much of the work done by the NTA is new 
work which was not previously done by my Department.

Road Improvement Schemes
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16/01/2013WRFFF006001145. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he has further updates on the Slane bypass proposals, County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1012/13]

16/01/2013WRFFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  On the above basis, and as the Deputy 
refers specifically to the proposed bypass of Slane, I have referred his question to the NRA for 
direct reply.  I ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 work-
ing days.

Local Improvements Scheme

16/01/2013WRFFF008001146. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will confirm, that following the decision to discontinue funding to local improvement 
schemes in the 2012 Budget, if his Department are marinating the scheme with a view to resum-
ing funding again in the future; if local authorities have been communicated to, so as to main-
tain the applicant’s place on the list as it was on the date of suspension of the scheme.  [1078/13]

16/01/2013WRFFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Local Im-
provements Scheme, which provides funding for non-public roads and the maintenance and 
improvement of these roads, is in the first instance a matter for the relevant landowner.  Given 
that the priority in using scarce resources in the current difficult economic climate is to main-
tain public roads, it was not possible to assist with any works on non-public roads and therefore 
this scheme was suspended in 2012.  It should be noted that it was open to local authorities 
to continue to operate the scheme or a similar scheme from their own resources.  I am in the 
process of approving the regional and local roads grants for 2013.  I can confirm that the Lo-
cal Improvement Scheme will be reinstated for 2013.  However, there is no separate allocation 
for this grant category.  Instead, local authorities may use up to 7% of their Discretionary Grant 
towards local improvement schemes should they wish to do so.  The local contribution for these 
schemes has been increased to 20% of the total cost of the project.  Apart from this amendment, 
the same eligibility rules apply for these schemes.  Details of the 2013 regional and local roads 
grants, which will include details of this, will be communicated to local authorities in the com-
ing weeks.

The Gathering Events

16/01/2013WRFFF010001147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of the grant funding available to groups who are hosting gathering events; 
the way he intends to ensure that smaller groups are given equal treatment in the administration 
of such grant funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1084/13]

16/01/2013WRFFF01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply. I ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 
ten working days.
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Road Projects Contracts

16/01/2013WRFFF012001148. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of all major roads projects that received EU funding in 2011 and 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1099/13]

16/01/2013WRFFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the 2007 – 
2013 Border Midlands and Western Regional Authority (BMW) Operational Programme of the 
European Regional Development Fund, only two road projects qualified for funding.  These are 
the M6 Athlone-Ballinasloe motorway and N52 Tullamore Bypass.  As the funding for these 
projects was channelled through the NRA, I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for 
direct response.  If he does not hear from them within 10 working days, he should contact my 
private office.  EU funding for national road development may also have been provided dur-
ing this period under EU programmes in respect of which other bodies in Ireland have the lead 
management role under EU Regulations.  These programmes include the Cohesion Fund, the 
Interreg Programme and the Peace Programme.

Regional Road Network

16/01/2013WRFFF014001149. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
standards that are laid down for the upgrade and re-alignment of regional roads including width, 
camber, sight distances and surface; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1100/13]

16/01/2013WRFFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory respon-
sibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993.  Local authorities have been provided with a number of best practice documents and are 
required to apply these guidelines when carrying out works on regional and local roads.  These 
guidelines are available to download on the Department’s website, www.dttas.ie, and the NRA’s 
website, www.nra.ie.

16/01/2013WRFFF01550Parking Regulations

16/01/2013WRFFF016001150. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when leg-
islation will be brought forward to regulate private clamping operators; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1174/13]

16/01/2013WRFFF01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In line with the 
commitment in the Programme for Government to regulate the vehicle clamping industry, I 
presented a discussion document to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Trans-
port, Culture and the Gaeltacht in which I outlined the principal issues to be addressed in regu-
lating the industry and my proposals on the shape of appropriate legislation and I invited their 
views.  The Committee responded to me in a comprehensive report which contained a number 
of recommendations, many of which I hope to include in the resulting legislation.   Preparation 
of the General Scheme of the Bill is at an advanced stage in my Department and I hope to be in 
a position to bring legislation before the Oireachtas in 2013.

Question No. 1151 answered with Question No. 1142.

16/01/2013WRGGG00150Action Plan for Jobs
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16/01/2013WRGGG002001152. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 2012 
targets set for his Department for implementation of the Jobs Action Plan; if he will report on 
the attainment or otherwise of these targets; the reason targets were not met; the steps he is tak-
ing within his Department to create new jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[1289/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Three quarterly 
progress reports on the Action Plan for Jobs were published during 2012 and are available 
on the website of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  The fourth progress re-
port will be published shortly after it has been considered by the Government.  The Government 
has also commenced the preparation of the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs, which will set out the 
role and actions to be undertaken by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to help 
create jobs in the coming year.

16/01/2013WRGGG00350Sports Capital Programme Applications

16/01/2013WRGGG004001153. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the funding difficulties associated with many small sports clubs, 
particularly in relation to a club (details supplied), and if, where available, Dublin City Council 
facilities can be provided at a discounted rate for clubs dealing with children; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1326/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG00500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport  (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): I have recently announced grant allocations of €31 million for local, regional 
and national project under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme.  The 2012 Sports Capital Pro-
gramme is now closed and there are no more grants available at this time.  It may be possible for 
clubs to raise funds via the ‘Tax Relief for Donations to Certain Sports Bodies’ scheme (section 
847A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997). This is a Revenue operated scheme which offers 
tax benefits to individuals or companies who make donations to the club. Further details on 
this scheme can be found on the Revenue Commissioners website.  The prices that Dublin City 
Council charge for their facilities is a matter for Dublin City Council.

16/01/2013WRGGG00550Driving Licence Renewals

16/01/2013WRGGG006001154. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason holders of old format drivers licences cannot apply to have them replaced with the new 
format licences; if this facility will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1355/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While the form 
of driver licence will change from paper to plastic with effect from 19 January 2013, licence-
holders will not be allowed to exchange the old for the new, at least for the foreseeable future.  
The transition in 2013 is not only from a paper to a plastic licence, but also from a system where 
licences are issued by the local authorities to a system in which the Road Safety Authority will 
be the sole driver licensing authority in the State.  This change is quite a complex operation, and 
will involve a transition period during part of 2013 when the local authorities will temporarily 
continue to perform some licensing functions on behalf of the RSA.  If people were allowed 
or encouraged to exchange their old licences for new ones, there could be a large volume of 
applications which might overwhelm the system.  It is more practical to allow licences to be 
renewed when they fall due, and so give the new system a chance to settle in.  The matter will 
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be reconsidered when the new system is up and running and any transitional issues resolved.

16/01/2013WRGGG00750Rail Network

16/01/2013WRGGG008001155. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
contact the CEO of Iarnrod Éireann and request that works (details supplied) be carried out as 
soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1379/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  Matters relating to improvements at individual railway stations are day-to-day 
operational issues for Iarnród Eireann in the first instance and I have no function in such mat-
ters.  In the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), funding for Public Transport infrastructure projects, 
such as the upgrading of rail stations referred to by the Deputy, is provided by my Department 
to the National Transport Authority (NTA) for allocation to projects and programmes.  Noting 
this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.   I ask him to advise my 
private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/01/2013WRGGG00950Sports Capital Programme Applications

16/01/2013WRGGG010001156. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding grants in respect of a club (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [1385/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG011001167. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
grants or financial supports available to a club (details supplied). [1508/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1156 and 1167 together.

The allocations under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme were announced last Decem-
ber.  The 2012 Sports Capital Programme is now closed and there are no more grants available 
at this time.  No application was received from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  It 
may be possible for the club to raise funds via the Tax Relief for Donations to Certain Sports 
Bodies scheme (section 847A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997).  This is a Revenue-oper-
ated scheme which offers tax benefits to individuals or companies who make donations to the 
club.  Further details on this scheme and how it operates can be found on the Revenue Com-
missioners website.

16/01/2013WRGGG01250Road Signage

16/01/2013WRGGG013001157. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline in tabular form broken down by county the amount of money spent by the National 
Roads Authority on new road signs in 2012, providing details on the nature of the signs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1402/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred 
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the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  I ask him to advise my private office if he 
does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/01/2013WRGGG01450Tourism Promotion

16/01/2013WRGGG015001158. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide a report on State or council lands, such as amenity areas on the Shannon River in 
counties Longford and Westmeath, with a view to developing them as tourist areas; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1474/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The development 
of land held by Government Departments, State agencies or local authorities is a matter for 
the bodies concerned.  Regional tourism development is an operational matter for Fáilte Ire-
land.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question on tourism development in Longford and West-
meath to the agency for direct reply. I ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive 
a reply within ten working days.

16/01/2013WRGGG01650Public Transport Subsidies

16/01/2013WRGGG017001159. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the way much of the recent €36 million subvention for CIE was allocated to Bus Éireann; the 
amount allocated to Dublin Bus and Irish Rail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1479/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The allocation of 
the additional subvention of €36 million in 2012 to the CIE companies is a matter for the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) and I have referred the matter to the NTA for direct reply.  I 
ask the Deputy to advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/01/2013WRGGG01850Industrial Disputes

16/01/2013WRGGG019001160. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will ensure that all the industrial relations mechanisms of the State are utilised to resolve the 
current IR difficulties at Bus Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1480/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Industrial relations 
issues at Bus Éireann are the responsibility of the company.  I understand that following discus-
sions at the Labour Relation Commission on Friday, 11 January, matters have been referred to 
the Labour Court.   I want to record my thanks to the Labour Relations Commission and Labour 
Court for their work on this matter.

16/01/2013WRGGG02050Public Transport Issues

16/01/2013WRGGG021001161. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he has been informed of any recent malfunctions in the Bus Éireann ticketing system which 
may have mitigated against the collection of Bus Éireann fares for a specified length of time; 
if the company supplied a report of losses in relation to this malfunction; the action, if any, 
management has taken to prevent a reoccurrence of this issue; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [1481/13]

16/01/2013WRGGG02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is a matter 
for Bus Éireann in conjunction, as appropriate, with the National Transport Authority.  I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  I ask him to advise my private 
office if he does not receive a reply within ten working days.

16/01/2013WRHHH00150Appointments to State Boards

16/01/2013WRHHH002001162. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the composition of the board of CIÉ; the number of members currently on the 
board and the level of remuneration awarded for serving on the board; when the current board 
was appointed and its timeframe; the process for appointing people to the board; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1482/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH003001164. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the composition of the board of Bus Éireann; the number of members currently 
on the board and the level of remuneration for serving on the board; when the current board was 
appointed and its timeframe; the process for appointing people to the board; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1484/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH004001165. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the composition of the board of Dublin Bus; the number of members currently 
on the board and the level of remuneration for serving on the board; when the current board was 
appointed and its timeframe; the process for appointing people to the board; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1485/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH005001166. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the composition of the board of Irish Rail; the number of members currently 
on the board and the level of remuneration for serving on the board; when the current board was 
appointed and its timeframe; the process for appointing people to the board; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1486/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1162 and 1164 to 1166, inclusive, together. 

Full details of state board appointments are available on the Department’s website (http://
www.dttas.ie/feature.aspx?Id=167  ) as are the fee levels approved by Government for each 
agency.   Details of the actual fees paid to a director in any year are available from the annual 
report of the relevant agency. Details are also available from my Department’s website on how 
a member of the public can express an interest in serving on a state board.

Increasing the range of people being considered for serving on state boards, and improving 
the transparency surrounding such appointments has been a matter to which I and my Depart-
ment have given considerable attention. My Department advertised for expressions of interest 
for appointment to state boards under the aegis of Department on Friday 8th April 2011 and 
all appointments since that date have had regard to those individuals who have expressed an 
interest.  However, given the importance of ensuring the right mix of skills and experience on 
every board, appointments are not necessarily confined to those who have made an expression 
of interest.

16/01/2013WRHHH00650Semi-State Bodies Issues
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16/01/2013WRHHH007001163. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the way he monitors and invigilates the performance of the senior management and board of 
Bus Éireann: if the board and senior management is benchmarked against the performance of 
international companies such as for example Arriva and Stagecoach in the UK; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1483/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): CIÉ and its sub-
sidiaries, including Bus Éireann, account for the discharge of their functions in their annual 
reports and accounts which are placed before the Oireachtas, annual reports by the Chairman 
of CIÉ certifying compliance with Code of Practice requirements, regular appearances before 
Oireachtas Committees, and annual audit of accounts by independent auditors.

CIÉ is currently going through a business planning and change process with a view to 
strengthening the financial sustainability of Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann.   My 
Department has concluded a memorandum of understanding with CIÉ, which will encourage 
the reporting on the achievement of key financial sustainability targets in 2013 and among 
other things the benchmarking of operations, where feasible.  My Department will be supported 
by the NewEra Unit of the  National Treasury Management Agency in overseeing the regular 
reporting by CIÉ of its financial performance in accordance with the Memorandum of Under-
standing.

In addition both I and Minister of State, Deputy Kelly have regular meetings with the Chair-
men and senior management of CIÉ and its subsidiaries and  there is also ongoing contact 
between my officials and the CIÉ and its operating companies, about which we are briefed 
regularly.

Management are not benchmarked against the performance of Arriva or Stagecoach in the 
UK by my Department but the Deputy’s suggestion will be taken on board.

Questions Nos. 1164 to 1166, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1162.

Question No. 1167 answered with Question No. 1156.

16/01/2013WRHHH00950Cycling Facilities

16/01/2013WRHHH010001168. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details regarding the cross-country Greenway proposal as set out in his Departmental 
priorities statement of 2 January 2013, including an indicative timeframe for the completion of 
the Dublin to Mullingar section; the estimated total costs; the funding sources available form 
the central Exchequer and Europe for developing this route; the estimated cost of the comple-
tion of the deep cutting section between Castleknock and Keenan Bridge, Porterstown, Dublin 
15; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1511/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Planning for the 
proposed Dublin-Galway cycle route is currently being carried out by my Department, aided 
by the National Roads Authority and National Transport Authority.   The National Transport 
Authority is responsible for the provision of cycling infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area 
and is therefore proceeding with the planning of the Dublin City Centre to Maynooth section 
of the proposed route. 

 I have been informed by the NTA that work on the proposed route has already been under-
taken by the extension of the Premium Grand Canal Cycle Route from Portobello to its junction 
with Sherriff Street.  The NTA propose to extend this route.
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Overall the cost of this urban section between the City Centre (Guild Street) and Maynooth 
is envisaged to be in the order of €15 million to €20 million.   This urban section will require, 
in places, extensive engineering works in the form of bridges and other structures, which is re-
flected in the indicative cost level.  This early estimate also includes an indicative cost estimate 
for the Castleknock to Leixlip section of €8 million, which incorporates the deep cutting section 
between Castleknock and Porterstown.

In the past year, the Royal Canal towpath between Clonsilla and Keenan Bridge in Por-
terstown was cleared of brush and a path laid for cyclists and walkers.  The Department has 
allocated funding to upgrade the path between Castleknock and Ashtown this year.  The ‘deep 
sinking’ section between Castleknock and Keenan Bridge is by far the most expensive and most 
challenging.  It is a pity that so little was done to make the towpath accessible and to upgrade 
the canal as an amenity during the long period of Fianna Fáil-led government with the Green 
Party and Independents when there was so much money available.

With regard to the section from Maynooth to Mullingar, route alignment work, followed by 
detailed planning and design work, could be completed by August 2013.  Subject to funding 
availability, delivery of this section would then be likely to take in the region of 6 to 10 months.  
Robust cost estimates are not possible prior to the detailed route alignment and design work, 
however, based on previous project delivery it is likely that costs for Maynooth to Mullingar 
would be in the region of €5 million.

16/01/2013WRHHH01150Driving Licence Renewals

16/01/2013WRHHH012001169. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a person who has to renew their driving licence now before the introduction of the new 
driving licence on 19 January 2013 is being charged the new charge of €55 when they will not 
receive the new licence; the reason a person who is aged over 60 will be charged the full €55 for 
a ten year licence despite the fact that his licence will expire in less than ten years and they are 
effectively being charged for a service that they will not receive; if he will consider introducing 
a reduced rate for the ten year licence for the over 60’s; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1531/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I approved the 
increase in driver licence fees with effect from 1 January 2013.  The changes represent the first 
increase in these fees since 1989 and will result in the driver licence service being less reliant 
on the Exchequer in the future.  From 1 January, a person will pay €55 for a ten-year licence, 
€35 for a three year licence and €25 for a one-year licence. 

The fee structure for driver licences has not changed in that a person between the ages of 60 
years and 70 years may still apply for a one-year, three-year or ten-year licence. I have main-
tained the position that a person over 70 years of age will obtain a driver licence without charge. 

Following a Government decision of May 2011, responsibility for the driver licence service 
will be centralised under the Road Safety Authority as and from 12 January 2013 and, in accor-
dance with EU Directive 2006/126EC, a plastic card form of driver licence will be introduced 
from 19 January 2013.

16/01/2013WRHHH01350Tourism Promotion

16/01/2013WRHHH014001170. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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analysis that has been undertaken to identify the significant fall off in tourist visits from the UK 
in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1599/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH015001172. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department or the relevant State agencies have initiated any new marketing strategy to address 
the decline in tourist visits from the UK in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1625/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
questions 1170 and 1172 together.

According to the latest CSO figures for January to November 2012, overall visit numbers 
to Ireland from overseas are on par with visit numbers in 2011.   However, our visit numbers 
from Britain continue to be affected by the slow pace of economic recovery and weak consumer 
confidence in that market, with overall trips from Britain to Ireland falling by 3.7% in the first 
eleven months of the year.  

While British visitors spend less and do not stay as long as other overseas visitors, Britain 
remains our single most important tourism market in terms of numbers of trips.  The tourism 
agencies and I are determined to restore it to growth.   In this regard, I was pleased to welcome 
the recent report of the Tourism Recovery Taskforce (TRT), entitled “GB Path to Growth”, and 
its recommendations for restoring growth in visitors from Britain which has been reflected in 
the 2013 plans of the tourism agencies.  A copy of the “GB Path to Growth” strategy can be 
downloaded from the websites of both Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland.

Tourism Ireland is conducting an extensive promotional programme this year focusing on 
our main markets, including Britain.  Its campaigns will aim to boost travel to Ireland from 
around the globe, as well as promoting The Gathering Ireland 2013.   The Gathering Ireland 
2013 will form the central focus of all tourism campaigns, with the TRT recommendations fur-
ther informing marketing plans and activity in the British market.

In terms of other specific marketing strategies for the British market, as this is an operational 
matter for Tourism Ireland Limited, I have also referred the Deputy’s questions to Tourism Ire-
land for additional material.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

16/01/2013WRHHH01650Public Transport Provision

16/01/2013WRHHH017001171. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason for the suspension of a service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1621/13]

16/01/2013WRHHH01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is a matter for 
the private operator concerned in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA).  I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

     Question No. 1172 answered with Question No. 1170.

16/01/2013WRJJJ00450Tourism Promotion

16/01/2013WRJJJ005001173. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department or relevant State agency will consider a marketing fund to support golf clubs in their 
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efforts to attract golfers from the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1626/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

16/01/2013WRJJJ00650Sports Capital Programme Applications

16/01/2013WRJJJ007001174. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
are any top up grant available for organisations that have recently been approved for funding 
under the sports capital programme where they are based in disadvantaged areas for example 
under the Clár programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1628/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under some previ-
ous rounds of the Sports Capital Programme, extra “top-up” funding was allocated to grantees 
in designated disadvantaged areas.  This funding was provided by the Department with respon-
sibility for CLAR and RAPID programmes - currently the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government.

No such funding was allocated by that Department to grantees under the 2012 round of the 
Programme and any further queries in relation to this matter are more appropriate to my col-
league the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.

16/01/2013WRJJJ00850Public Transport Subsidies

16/01/2013WRJJJ009001175. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on introducing legislation to address the problem of public transport passengers putting 
their feet on seats (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1687/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is a matter for 
CIÉ and its subsidiary companies.  The Deputy should note that both Dublin Bus and Irish Rail 
already have bye-laws in place where the prohibition of feet on seats is stated.  Bus Éireann 
also intends to adopt bye-laws which will also have a similar prohibition.  Bye-laws are also 
in place in respect of Luas operations that may be used to prohibit passengers putting feet on 
seats. I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the companies for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

16/01/2013WRJJJ01050Taxi Regulations

16/01/2013WRJJJ011001176. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the current requirements for taxis in relation to the fitting of decals by an authorised supplier; 
if the presence of a decal is now a requirement for passing the annual suitability test for taxi 
drivers; if there are any supports available for taxi workers for the fitting of a decal in view of 
the fact that it may cost up to €250 to have their car upgraded in this way; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1700/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In line with Action 31 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011, the National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) made regulations on 20 December 2012 under statutory instrument no. 



16 January 2013

729

535 of 2012, requiring a semi-permanent decal to be affixed to taxis and wheelchair accessible 
taxis. With effect from the 1st January 2013 the approved external signage is a requirement for 
the grant or renewal of the vehicle licence or for the transfer of the licence to a different vehicle.

The aim of the branding is to provide greater recognition of taxis, promote greater profes-
sionalism of the industry and to reduce the potential for unlicensed vehicles to operate as taxis. 
The introduction of branding is a positive move for the industry and there is no financial sup-
port being provided for compliance with the new requirements.

16/01/2013WRJJJ01250Ministerial Meetings

16/01/2013WRJJJ013001177. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
received a request from the board, or representatives of SMAE, of Ireland West Airport Knock 
for a meeting; and when he will be in a position to meet them. [1821/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since coming to 
office, I and senior officials of my Department have already had a number of meetings and 
engagements with the Chairman and managament of Ireland West Airport Knock.  As regards 
a meeting with the Board of the Airport, arrangements have been made for the Taoiseach and 
myself to meet the Board  in the coming weeks.

16/01/2013WRJJJ01450Air Services Provision

16/01/2013WRJJJ015001178. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the basis for his assertion that the recent actions in relation to Shannon Airport will have 
no impact on the operations of Ireland West Airport Knock; if he will outline the safeguards in 
place to prevent Shannon from targeting Knock Airport for airline routes or passenger business; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1822/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Government decided in November to proceed with the separation of Shannon Air-
port from the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) and to merge it with a restructured Shannon De-
velopment to form a new integrated Shannon entity in public ownership. The Order specifying 
the date of separation of Shannon Airport from the DAA was executed last month following its 
approval by both Houses of the Oireachtas and, as decided by Government, that date was 31st 
December 2012.  On that day, the assets and business of Shannon Airport were transferred from 
the DAA to the Shannon Airport Authority (SAA).

All Irish airports should operate to a commercial mandate and I have stressed on numer-
ous occasions that regional airports, including Ireland West Airport Knock, must work towards 
achieving operational viability over the near term. In this regard, apart from the consideration 
of restructuring the State-owned airports, I have also endeavoured to rationalise the system of 
State support for the regional airports not owned or controlled by the state including those in 
the ownership of private companies and trust  and the Government now has a settled policy in 
relation to those airports.

I believe that these measures will give rise to some degree of increased competition not only 
between the State airports but also between them and the regional airports, including Knock 
and Kerry airports. The measures we are taking are focused on increasing the overall number of 
passengers to and from Ireland through increased efficiencies and attracting new aviation busi-
ness that would otherwise not be based in Ireland which will have a beneficial national impact.
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I am confident that the measures will form the basis for sound, sustainable, airport busi-
nesses into the future that will support the growth of these sectors and help drive Ireland’s 
economic recovery. Furthermore, I am confident that there is a role for all remaining airports in 
providing scheduled air access for Ireland including IWAK, Shannon, Donegal, Waterford and 
Kerry. I know the Deputy will be aware of the importance of transatlantic connections and ac-
cess to Heathrow through Shannon to the West of Ireland including his constituency and that he 
will want to see the airport’s decline halted.

16/01/2013WRJJJ01613Sale of State Assets

16/01/2013WRJJJ016251179. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for the sale of Rosslare Harbour Port, County Wexford; if he is currently having it evaluated; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1866/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ01637Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have no plans in 
relation to the sale of Rosslare Port. However, I have recently appointed consultants, Indecon, 
to undertake a strategic review of the current and future role of Rosslare Port. The consultants 
have been asked to assess the port’s current commercial and operational efficiency and advise 
as to whether the port is maximising its potential and make recommendations as to the optimal 
ownership and operational structure for the port. The consultants are expected to report in early 
April.  For the Deputy’s information, I have asked that the local Oireachtas members be con-
sulted as part of this process.

16/01/2013WRJJJ01650Departmental Funding

16/01/2013WRJJJ017001180. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were fully funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1912/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ018001181. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a list of the bodies, other than statutory bodies, that were partially funded by his 
Department in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2043/13]

16/01/2013WRJJJ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1180 and 1181 together.

Details of the funding arrangements for activities under the aegis of my Department, includ-
ing allocations to specific statutory and non-statutory bodies, are set out in the Annual Estimates 
volumes that are available on the appropriate websites.  My Department runs two grant pro-
grammes: The Sports Capital Programme and the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme. 
The Irish Sports Council are responsible for the administration of the Grants Scheme for Na-
tional Governing Bodies of Sport. Details of Sports Capital Programme payments in 2012 will 
be available from the Department’s website www.dttas.ie   before the end of this week.

My Department part funds the operation of the Rural Transport Programme. The funding is 
channelled through the National Transport Authority (NTA) and disbursed by POBAL on their 
behalf to Rural Transport Groups.  The table below lists the Rural Transport Groups which re-
ceive funding from my Department through NTA and  POBAL.

List of Bodies
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Avondhu Blackwater Partnership Limited
Bantry Rural Transport Partnership Limited
Ardcarne Kilmore Roscommon Rural Transport Limited 
Bealach - Páirtnéireacht Iompair Áitiúil Chonamara Teoranta
Carlow, Kilkenny and South Tipperary Rural Transport Company Limited
Clare Accessible Transport Limited
Comharchumann Chleire Teoranta 
Community of Lougharrow Social Project
County Limerick and North Cork Transport Group Limited
County Sligo LEADER Partnership Company Limited
Déise Link Limited
Galway Rural Development Company Limited
Inishowen Development Partnership
IRD Duhallow Limited
Kerry Community Transport Limited
Kilnaleck and District Community Co-op. Society Ltd
Laois Transport for Rural Integration Programme Limited
Latton Social Services and Development Limited
Longford Community Resources Limited
Louth LEADER Partnership
Mayo North East Leader Partnership Company Teoranta
Meath Accessible Transport Project Limited
Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teoranta
North Fingal Rural Transport Company Limited
North Tipperary Leader Partnership
Offaly and Kildare Community Transport Limited
Offaly Integrated Local Development Company Limited
Rural Lift Ltd
Seirbhis Iompair Tuaithe Teoranta
South and East Cork Area Development Partnership Limited
South East Galway Integrated Rural Development Limited
South Kildare Community Transport Limited
South West Wexford Community Development Group
Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association Limited
Wexford Local Development
Wicklow Rural Partnership Ltd
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