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        Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 8 to 50, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 51 to 58, inclusive, answered orally.

11/12/2012WRA00550Courts Service Issues

11/12/2012WRA0060059. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
address delays in the Courts Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54479/12]

11/12/2012WRA00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Courts 
Service that the primary objective in the current economic climate is to maintain the delivery 
of front line court sittings and, in this context, over the past few years the Service has radically 
altered the way in which they manage the resources available to them.  Measures introduced 
to date include the creation of multi-jurisdictional court offices (14 such offices have been 
combined to date); centralisation of processes; review of resource allocation including rede-
ployment to front line services; rationalisation of court venues and offices; standardisation of 
court procedures; and increased use of technology, including online payments and video link, 
to support court services.

The Deputy may be aware that last year, following consultation with the Chief Justice, I es-
tablished a cross agency Working Group to identify and implement efficiency measures with a 
specific focus on the high volume Circuit and District Courts.  The Group, which includes rep-
resentatives of the judiciary, has recently reported to me on initiatives introduced to date.  These 
include a pre-trial procedure which is operating in the Dublin and the Midland Circuits on a pi-
lot basis from 1 December 2012;  increased use of video links between courts and prisons; and 
the provision of same-day probation reports.  The amount of time Gardaí spend waiting in court 
is also being actively managed and reduced.  An Expert Group on Article 13 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights has also been examining procedural measures with potential to 
speed up court proceedings and I expect that Group to report to me in the near future.

The Presidents of the various courts are determined to achieve improvements in waiting 
times and they are working with the Courts Service to target judicial resources at the areas with 
longest waiting times.  It should be noted, for example, that in 2011 there were 674 weeks of 
Circuit Court sittings in venues outside Dublin.  This has increased to 767 weeks in 2012 and 
the President of the Circuit Court plans to increase capacity to 888 weeks during 2013, a 30% 
increase over 2011.  The additional weeks will be provided across crime, family law and civil 
matters.  The President of the District Court is also concentrating judicial resources in the areas 
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of greatest need.

Waiting times in the High Court have generally reduced considerably.  While the waiting 
time for asylum and pre-leave applications is high, the allocation of more judges and, particu-
larly, more research support for judges has helped to reduce the waiting time for post-leave 
applications to four months, its lowest level in over two years.  Despite significant pressure, 
the waiting times in all other High Court lists have either remained the same or reduced.  The 
President of the High Court has introduced initiatives such as reorganising sittings of the High 
Court outside Dublin and arranging for additional court sittings during court recesses to reduce 
waiting times.  In addition, the delegation to court officials of administrative functions previ-
ously dealt with by High Court judges has increased judicial availability for trial work. 

The Supreme Court, however, continues to experience lengthy waiting times of up to 40 
months at present.  Although considerable efforts are being made to manage this, the issue of 
capacity in the Supreme Court can only be fully resolved through the establishment of a Court 
of Civil Appeal.  The Government is committed to the holding of a Constitutional referendum 
on Article 34 which is necessary to achieve this and work has commenced in my Department 
in this regard.

Finally, in the context of new work for the courts as a result of the Personal Insolvency Bill, 
I am introducing amendments to allow for a small new cadre of specialist judges to facilitate 
the speedy consideration of insolvency applications by the Circuit Court.  Rather than incurring 
additional costs to the Exchequer, the Government has decided that eligibility for these new 
judgeships will be initially confined to serving County Registrars with the necessary legal qual-
ifications and practice experience.  This will have the effect of ensuring that the creation of this 
new cadre will be largely cost neutral as, if a serving County Registrar is appointed as a Spe-
cialist Judge, he or she will not be replaced thus creating the necessary extra judicial resources 
and maximising the contribution of these existing office holders at very little additional cost. 

11/12/2012WRA00750Joint Policing Committees Remit

11/12/2012WRA0080060. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
future of joint policing committees; his view on broadening their remit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55484/12]

11/12/2012WRA00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The functions and powers of 
Joint Policing Committees (JPCs) are set out in the Garda Síochána Act 2005, which provides 
for a Committee in each local authority area.  The Act provides that JPCs operate under guide-
lines issued by the Minister for Justice and Equality after consultation with the Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government.  The current guidelines were issued in 
September, 2008.

The Programme for Government makes a commitment to build on existing community po-
licing partnerships and forums to enhance trust between local communities and their Gardaí.  In 
the spirit of that commitment I initiated a review of the operation of the Joint Policing Commit-
tees.  My Department, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
and An Garda Síochána commenced work on the review during 2011 and canvassed opinions 
from existing JPC members, which helped to inform the preparation of a discussion document.  
I published this discussion document on 29 November this year to open the matter for wider 
consultation.  The present consultation process is open until the end of January 2013 and I am 
seeking views from the Garda authorities, local authorities, Oireachtas members, community 
organisations as well of course from the general public. I have made a specific request that each 
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JPC would consider the document at one of its meetings and notify my Department of the out-
come of its discussions.

I look forward to the outcome of this consultation process and in that context I certainly 
welcome the Deputy’s views on the role and functioning of the JPCs.  It is important to bear in 
mind, however, in considering any changes to the remit of the JPCs, that they are intended as 
a forum for engagement to promote more effective action by the various stakeholders and not 
an additional administrative structure.  Their essential role is to provide appropriate advice to 
the Gardaí and local authorities and to support collaborative engagement among stakeholders 
in relation to local policing issues.  The Deputy will also appreciate that the review process will 
need to take into account the broader developments with respect to local government reform 
which are underway and the implications of this reform for the operation of JPCs.

11/12/2012WRA00950Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRA0100061. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on which 
a new Mental Capacity Bill will be published. [54481/12]

11/12/2012WRA01100321. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the status of the Mental Capacity Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55140/12]

11/12/2012WRA01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 61 and 321 together.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce a Bill that is in line 
with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Bill is at an advanced 
stage of drafting and work is ongoing to properly align the provisions of the Bill with the prin-
ciples contained in the UN Convention on supporting people with impaired capacity in making 
decisions and exercising their basic rights. I envisage that the title of the Bill, The Assisted 
Decision - Making (Capacity) Bill,  will reflect this approach.

The Bill proposes replacement of the Wards of Court system with a modern statutory frame-
work to support persons with impaired decision-making ability. The Wards of Court system is 
regarded as unsuited to modern conditions and incapable of coping with projected demographic 
growth and increased need for the management of the affairs of persons who lack capacity. The 
terminology and concepts used in the existing legislation of 1871 are inappropriate to the mod-
ern understanding of mental illness and legal capacity.

The main proposals under development in the Bill are to provide a legal framework to sup-
port persons with impaired decision-making capacity to better manage their personal welfare, 
property and financial affairs; change existing law on capacity from the current all or nothing 
status approach to a functional one, whereby decision-making capacity is assessed on an is-
sue- and time-specific basis; provide that the Circuit Court will have jurisdiction to deal with 
determinations of capacity and to make orders consequent on such declarations, including the 
appointment of suitable persons authorised to take decisions on specified matters in support of 
the person lacking capacity; provide, in circumstances where it is not possible for a person to 
exercise their capacity even with support, that another person appointed by the Court may act as 
their representative; clarify the law for carers who take on responsibility for persons who lack 
capacity; establish an Office of Public Guardian, with supervisory powers to protect vulnerable 
persons; and subsume into the Bill the provisions in the Powers of Attorney Act 1996 on endur-
ing powers in order to bring them into line with the general principles and safeguards in the Bill.  
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Drafting of the Bill is being finalised with a view to publication early in the New Year.

11/12/2012WRA01250Garda Investigations

11/12/2012WRA0130062. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 8 of 20 June 2012, the position regarding the Garda review of the murder 
of Fr. Niall Molloy at Clara, County Offaly, in July 1985; if he will accede to the request by the 
family for an independent inquiry into the priest’s death; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54353/12]

11/12/2012WRA01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that the examination referred to by the Deputy is ongoing.  The Commissioner has 
assured me that each and every line of inquiry is being or will be pursued.  Upon receipt of a 
final report from the Commissioner I will review the situation. I am fully aware of course of 
the many issues of concern which have been raised in the public domain surrounding the cir-
cumstances of Father Molloy’s death and the context in which some form of inquiry has been 
considered desirable.  But what needs to be considered first and foremost at present is that the 
matters at   the heart of the Garda examination relate to potential criminal liability and, in that 
context, possible charges. I sympathise greatly with Father Molloy’s family and understand that 
the officers carrying out the examination are continuing to keep the family updated on progress.    
However, the best form of justice for the family would be for anyone who has any criminal 
liability in relation to Father Molloy’s tragic death to be brought to account through facing 
charges.  It would therefore be deeply inappropriate to do anything which could prejudice the 
possibility of that happening. It is also of crucial importance that the Gardaí receive the fullest 
co-operation from any individual who can provide any information of relevance to the enquires 
being conducted.

In any case where criminal behaviour is suspected it is only through a Garda investigation, 
and where evidence of criminal wrongdoing is available, through the submission of a file by 
the Gardaí to the Director of Public Prosecutions, that persons can be brought fully to account 
before the Courts.  A commission or judicial investigation, or journalistic inquiries, cannot do 
this, nor can any other type of review, no matter how thorough or independent.  I therefore hope 
the Deputy will agree that, in the first instance, we need to allow the present Garda examination 
to proceed to its conclusion.

11/12/2012WRA01450European Court of Human Rights Rulings

11/12/2012WRA0150063. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the decision in the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), in MM v 
United Kingdom, ruled that the indefinite retention and disclosure of minor criminal records 
infringed Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) which protects pri-
vate and family life; and his plans to address same in the context of the recently passed National 
Vetting Bureau Bill. [54478/12]

11/12/2012WRA01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department is  aware of 
the decision of 13 November 2012 in the European Court of Human Rights in regard to the case 
of MM V United Kingdom.  The decision relates to a caution issued in Northern Ireland in the 
year 2000.  The Court highlighted the absence of a clear legislative framework for the collection 
and storage of data, and the lack of clarity as to the scope, extent and restrictions of the com-
mon law powers of the police to retain and disclose caution data. The Court also noted that the 
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limited filtering arrangements made no distinction on the basis of the nature of the offence, the 
disposal in the case, the time which has elapsed since the offence took place or the relevance of 
the data to the employment sought.  The cumulative effect of these and other shortcomings was 
that the Court was not satisfied that there were sufficient safeguards in the system for retention 
and disclosure of criminal record data to ensure that data relating to the applicant’s private life 
have not been disclosed in violation of her right to respect for her private life.

The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Bill will provide a clear 
legislative framework for disclosure.  There is provision for the disclosure of information of a 
person’s caution for an offence, which would constitute “specified information” as defined in 
the Bill. Such information could only be disclosed if it was considered that the information led 
to a bona fide concern that the person concerned would pose a threat to a child or a vulnerable 
person, and that a disclosure of the information is relevant, proportionate and “the rights of the 
person have been considered and taken account of in a manner that is consistent with fairness 
and natural justice.”  The Bill is not inconsistent with the principles of this judgement and I do 
not consider that the Bill requires any amendment to address this issue.  It may however, be 
necessary to separately establish administrative procedures to delete records regarding a cau-
tion after a certain period of time. My Department is considering this issue in consultation with 
the Attorney General.  

11/12/2012WRA01650Crime Prevention

11/12/2012WRA0170064. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to em-
phasise and resource diversion measures to help at-risk persons make better choices and stop or 
avoid offending behaviour. [54482/12]

11/12/2012WRA01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I must presume that the Dep-
uty’s question is about the Diversion Programme which relates to youth crime.  The Diversion 
Programme operates in accordance with Part 4 of the Children Act 2001, as amended, and under 
the general superintendence and control of the Garda Commissioner.  The aim of the Diversion 
Programme is to deal with juveniles who offend, by way of administering a formal or informal 
caution, thus diverting the offender away from the courts and minimising the likelihood of 
further offending.  The programme embraces, whenever possible, the principles of restorative 
justice and it pays regard to the needs of the victims of youth offending.  It is supported by the 
Garda Youth Diversion Projects. 

The work of the Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers under the Diversion Programme is sup-
ported by the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS) through the funding and oversight of 100 
Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) across the country.  I wish to inform the Deputy that 
I continue to maintain responsibility for the diversion and community aspects of the work of 
IYJS, while my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs has responsibility for the 
Children Detention Schools in Oberstown.  I will consult closely with my Ministerial colleague 
and with the Garda Commissioner in the continuing development of programmes to tackle 
youth crime.

The programme has shown to be successful in diverting young offenders away from crime 
by offering guidance and support to the young people and their families.  I am committed to 
continuing the Diversion Programme this is reflected in the 2013 budget which remains similar 
to 2012.  Other Departments do not have a direct role in the delivery of the Diversion Pro-
gramme, but they can support it indirectly by the provision of services to children in the groups 
most at risk.  The focus of my colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, is on har-
monising policy issues that affect children in areas such as early childhood care and education, 
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youth justice, child welfare and protection, children and young people’s participation, research 
on children and young people, youth work and cross-cutting initiatives for children.  An Garda 
Síochána, the Probation Service and the Irish Youth Justice Service contribute to this work by 
membership, where appropriate, of various structures under the umbrella of the Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs including Children Services Committees and the National Chil-
dren’s Strategy Implementation Group.  I also have 2 nominated representatives on the National 
Children’s Advisory Council and a representative on the National Education Welfare Board.

An Annual Report of the Committee appointed to monitor the effectiveness of the Diversion 
Programme is published each year which gives details of the resources deployed by the Com-
missioner in relation to the Programme.  There are 123 Juvenile Liaison Officer (JLO) posts 
created comprising of 115 Gardaí and 8 JLO Sergeants.  It is the responsibility of the Garda 
Commissioner to decide on the prioritisation and allocation of resources within the force. 

11/12/2012WRA01850Court Accommodation Provision

11/12/2012WRA0190065. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
closures of court buildings across the country; the total number of buildings closed by location 
since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55470/12]

11/12/2012WRA02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Courts Service Act 1998 provides that management of the courts is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the provision of 
accommodation for court sittings.  However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have 
had enquiries made and have been informed that the Courts Service has been reviewing all 
aspects of its organisational and operational structures throughout the country with the specific 
objective of ensuring that the Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front line court 
services and an appropriate level of service to court users.  I understand that no court venue has 
been singled out for or indeed exempted from the review process.  In this context a compre-
hensive review of venues has recently been completed, the purpose of which was to establish a 
general framework within which venues could be considered for closure taking into account a 
range of criteria such as caseload, proximity to an alternative venue, physical condition of the 
building, availability of cells etc.  The likely impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda 
Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is also taken into account.  The review identified a range 
of venues nationwide which, based on the criteria applied, could be considered for closure sub-
ject to a detailed assessment and the preparation of a business case in respect of each identified 
venue which has now commenced.

The Service has advised that the identification of venues as part of the review process does 
not conclusively mean that the identified venues will close.  I am informed that no decision will 
be taken on an individual venue without prior consultation with local stakeholders and I un-
derstand that this consultation will be undertaken at an early stage in the assessment process so 
that all views can be fully reflected in the decision making process.  It should be noted that the 
final decision will be a matter for the Courts Service Board.  Under the statute I have no role or 
function in the matter.  It should be noted that since the Courts Service was established in 1999, 
151 court venues have been closed.  I am informed that a total of 16 venues have been closed 
since March 2011, in the following locations: Enniscorthy,  Athenry, Ballymote, Borrisokane, 
Boyle, Castlecomer, Castleisland, Castletownbere, Claremorris, Ennistymon, Kiltimagh, New 
Ross, Portarlington, Roscrea, Shannon, and Templemore.

The Courts Service has informed me that decisions to close a particular venue are generally 
taken due to its poor condition, some of which present a health and safety risk which would cost 
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a great deal to rectify. The absence of holding cells in a number of cases is also a significant 
factor.  The need to operate more efficiently, particularly with regard to freeing up judicial, staff 
and Garda time currently spent travelling to multiple locations, is also a consideration.  I am 
informed that the Courts Service Board’s rationalisation policy has gained operational efficien-
cies, saves time and continues to improve speed of access to justice.

11/12/2012WRB00200Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRB0030066. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to introduce 
comprehensive family law reforms that will provide for children being parented by lesbian or 
gay couples. [54486/12]

11/12/2012WRB00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment includes a commitment to amend the Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obliga-
tions of Cohabitants Act 2010 to address any anomalies or omissions, including those relating 
to children. In this regard, the Law Reform Commission has made detailed recommendations 
in its Report on the Legal Aspects of Family Relationships. In particular, the Commission rec-
ommends that legislative provisions be introduced to facilitate the extension of guardianship 
(parental responsibility) to civil partners and step-parents either by agreement with the other 
parties who have parental responsibility for the child or by application to court.

With a view to comprehensively addressing this area of the law, I am presently engaged in 
the preparation of a Family Relationships and Childrens Bill. In that context, I am considering 
the Commission’s specific recommendations on legislative reform, which will put same-sex 
couples and step-parents on an equal footing with other couples in relation to their children. I 
am also reviewing existing legislation worldwide addressing the issues of parentage, assisted 
human reproduction and surrogacy and considering the recommendations contained in the Re-
port of the Commission on Assisted Human Reproduction published by the Department of 
Health in 2005. Those reforms must ensure that children in lesbian or gay family units are able 
to form a legal connection with their non-biological parent and that kindred relationships flow 
from such legal connection. In particular, reform of the law is needed in the areas of guardian-
ship, custody and access, and to ensure maintenance and inheritance rights for the children of 
civil partners.

11/12/2012WRB00500Prison Visiting Regulations

11/12/2012WRB0060067. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that international research demonstrates that strong family relationships 
are key to the successful reintegration of prisoners on release; and his plans to address this 
matter in the context of denial of visits due to prison discipline, which is against human rights 
standards. [54466/12]

11/12/2012WRB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Prison Service en-
deavours to help prisoners, where possible and appropriate, to maintain relationships with their 
families. Every effort is made to ensure that prisoners are located as close to their home as 
possible to facilitate visits from family and friends. However, this is not always possible for 
operational and security reasons. I am aware that maintaining family relationships can help to 
prevent prisoners re-offending and assist them to resettle successfully into their community 
and I am aware that International research has found that prisoners who maintain good family 
contact are twice as likely to have employment and housing on leaving prison and are up to six 
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times less likely to re-offend.

Section 35 of the 2005 Prison Rules sets out the provisions regarding prisoners contact with 
the outside community including through ordinary visits.  Under these rules a sentenced pris-
oner is entitled to one visit per week of 30 minutes duration and a remand prisoner is entitled 
to a visit on any weekday of 15 minutes duration. However, additional or longer visits may be 
granted where circumstances permit, at the Governor’s discretion.

The Deputy may be aware the Irish Prison Service has recently introduced  new Guidelines 
on the Imposition of Disciplinary Sanctions in Accordance with the Prison Rules 2007 to pro-
vide uniformity in the use of disciplinary sanctions and procedures throughout the Irish Prison 
Service. Under these guidelines prisoners should not lose the right to communicate with their 
families and the loss of family visits is not employed as a sanction in response to a breach of 
prison discipline.

  Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 58.

11/12/2012WRB00900Probation and Welfare Service

11/12/2012WRB0100069. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ad-
equately resource the Probation Service into the future to effectively administer the community 
return scheme and the increased volume of Community Service Orders following the enactment 
of the Criminal Justice (Community Service)(Amendment) Act 2011. [54469/12]

11/12/2012WRB01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Probation Service has 
restructured the delivery of community service nationally under the governance of a dedicated 
Community Service Unit.  Besides the 9 dedicated administrative and probation staff of the 
Unit, there are 78 Probation Officers nation-wide whose range of duties include community 
service.

Community Service Supervisors are also employed to manage offenders undertaking com-
munity service on work projects.  An earlier audit found that there was capacity from within 
existing resources to provide supervision services to three times as many offenders as were 
under their supervision at the time of the examination.  Community Service Supervisors are 
now in a better position to meet the need for placements where required, and their workload 
has increased significantly to meet capacity requirements.  There are currently 39.6 whole-time 
equivalent Supervisor posts filled, 3 of whom were recruited in 2011, a further 4 are being 
recruited at the present time, and there is provision for another 4 posts as and where the need 
arises.

The Probation Service continues to prioritise its workload and allocate resources as neces-
sary to maximise its efficiency and effectiveness in administering community sanctions as an 
effective alternative to custody.  This also includes working with high risk sex offenders and 
young people and those where the Service has a legislative mandate.

The Deputy can be assured that the Service will continue to have my full support in making 
greater use of community service to the benefit of prisoners and communities as an alternative 
to imprisonment.

11/12/2012WRB01200Road Safety Authority Campaigns

11/12/2012WRB0130070. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there will 
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be an enhanced road safety campaign on the roads over the Christmas period; if this will in-
clude increased Garda checkpoints; if resources have been allocated to An Garda Siochána to 
facilitate an enhanced Christmas road safety campaign; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54355/12]

11/12/2012WRB01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the Road Safety Authority and An Garda Síochána launched their Christmas and New Year 
Road Safety Campaign yesterday.  As part of this campaign, significant Garda resources will be 
dedicated to preventing and addressing unsafe road behaviour over the holiday period through 
targeted enforcement and road safety operations, including the operation of mandatory alcohol 
testing checkpoints where appropriate.  Garda road safety enforcement will target high-risk 
behaviour such as speeding, driving while intoxicated, non-wearing of seatbelts and the use of 
mobile phones while driving.  Furthermore, An Garda Síochána will continue to work with all 
partner agencies in the promotion of  key messages and initiatives to improve road safety.

11/12/2012WRB01500Garda Stations Closures

11/12/2012WRB0160071. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
closure of Garda stations across the country in 2013; the location of the closures; the estimated 
savings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55476/12]

11/12/2012WRB01700333. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedures to 
be put in place in advance of any proposed closure of a rural Garda station; the specific provi-
sions to be adopted to improve the Garda presence in a rural community following the closure 
of a Garda station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55411/12]

11/12/2012WRB01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 71 and 333 together.

The Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before both Houses of the Oireach-
tas on 5th December 2012, sets out details of the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the 
country, the future opening hours of other stations in Cork and Dublin and a number of District 
amalgamations. It is important to remember that while some Garda stations are listed for re-
vised opening hours from 24 hour stations, they will remain as functioning Garda stations on a 
24 hour basis. The full list of these details is available in the Policing Plan which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library.

While it is difficult to estimate precise savings arising from the closures, as these will vary 
from station to station, there will be some savings on utilities, maintenance and cost avoidance.  
The objective of the closures, however, is not minor savings but significant improvements in 
efficiency.  The Commissioner has concluded that resources could be better deployed and more 
effectively used on the front-line if particular stations no longer had to be staffed and main-
tained or if the public opening hours of other stations could be reduced at off-peak times. In 
making that decision he has reiterated the commitment of An Garda Síochána to providing a 
professional and effective service to the community. Each Divisional Officer with responsibil-
ity for a Division that will be affected by this decision has been tasked with developing a com-
prehensive consultation strategy together with a tailored implementation plan that will meet the 
particular needs of their Division.

The intention will be that at all times optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best 
possible Garda service is provided to the public.

 The revised structures will continue to support the community policing philosophy of An 
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Garda Síochána through the clustering of services at policing hubs. This centralisation of ser-
vices will facilitate the introduction of an enhanced grid patrolling system that will be opera-
tional and intelligence led.  This patrol system will ensure that a high visibility and community 
oriented policing service continues to be delivered throughout the country.

11/12/2012WRB01900Garda Compensation

11/12/2012WRB0200072. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the fu-
ture of the Garda compensation fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55478/12]

11/12/2012WRB02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I presume this Deputy is refer-
ring to the proposals for a revised Garda compensation scheme for deaths or injuries which are 
maliciously inflicted upon a member of the Garda Síochána while on duty or in connection with 
their duties.  The details of the revised scheme, which were approved by the Government in 
July,  are set out in the Draft General Scheme of the Garda Síochána Compensation (Malicious 
Injuries) Bill 2012. The Draft General Scheme is available on my Department’s website, www. 
justice.ie.

Under the current Garda compensation scheme awards are made by the High Court. The 
reliance on an adversarial approach to determine awards is costly and applicants can wait sev-
eral years before they receive compensation.  All of the parties involved, including the Garda 
Síochána and the Garda Associations, agree on the need for a revised scheme. A commitment to 
have these compensation claims dealt with by the State Claims Agency process was included in 
the Croke Park Agreement.  The revised scheme is expected to save about €3 million each year.

Primary legislation is necessary to revise the current Garda compensation scheme. The Gov-
ernment Legislation Programme provides for the publication of the relevant Bill in early 2013.

11/12/2012WRB02200Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRB0230073. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which he 
will address the decision in the European Court of Justice MM case in the intervening period 
before the publication of a new Immigration Bill. [54464/12]

11/12/2012WRB02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that in this case M.M. instituted judicial review pro-
ceedings in respect of a negative decision on his application for subsidiary protection. When 
the case was heard in the High Court, the presiding Judge decided to refer a question of law for 
clarification to the European Court of Justice.

On 22 November 2012, the European Court of Justice responded. The matter is now back 
before the presiding Judge in the High Court. As the Deputy will appreciate, the matter is sub 
judice, so I am precluded from commenting on the case pending the outcome of the judicial 
review proceedings.

11/12/2012WRB02500Spent Convictions Legislation

11/12/2012WRB0260074. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
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address the issue of spent convictions which was dealt with in the Law Reform Commission re-
port in or around 2007 which would allow the slate to be cleaned in relation to certain offences 
after a number of years for a convicted person; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[54358/12]

11/12/2012WRB02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Justice (Spent 
Convictions) Bill 2012 was published on 2 May 2012 and passed Second Stage in the Seanad 
on 13 June 2012.

The Bill, which builds on the recommendations in the Law Reform Commission Report 
on Spent Convictions (LRC 84-2007) provides for the non-disclosure of certain convictions 
in certain circumstances.  Convictions resulting in sentences of one year or less, as well as all 
non-custodial sentences are covered by the Bill.  However, convictions for offences reserved 
for trial by the Central Criminal Court and convictions for sexual offences are excluded from 
the benefits of the Bill.  Furthermore, anyone applying for a position working with children or 
vulnerable persons must continue to disclose all previous convictions, as must anyone applying 
to work in sensitive positions in the public service or for certain licences.

The enactment of the Bill will bring Ireland into line with the vast majority of EU Member 
States.  It will allow those convicted of relatively minor offences to move on with their lives 
and leave their pasts behind and has the capacity to assist with the rehabilitation of offenders by 
improving their chances of gaining employment.

I hope that it will be possible to enact the Bill in the early part of 2013.

11/12/2012WRB02800Youth Services Provision

11/12/2012WRB0290075. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which the new national youth justice strategy will be published.  [54488/12]

11/12/2012WRB03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that on the 1st October 2012, the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy noted the report of the 
National Youth Justice Oversight Group on the implementation of the National Youth Justice 
Strategy 2008-2010.

I can now confirm that, in collaboration with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
arising from our respective responsibilities under the Children Act 2001, it is intended to de-
velop and publish a follow-up National Youth Justice Action Plan in early 2013.  This Action 
Plan will build on the initial strategy but will have greater focus on performance through the 
implementation of evidence-based policies.

The Plan will form part of the Anti-Crime Strategy being developed by my Department as 
part of the White Paper on Crime, with its focus on crime reduction and safer communities.  It 
will also come under the umbrella of the new Children and Young People’s Policy Framework 
being developed by my colleague Minister Fitzgerald with a focus on better outcomes for chil-
dren.

Meanwhile, of course, we continue to pursue the youth justice commitments in our pro-
gramme for government.

11/12/2012WRB03100Garda Strength



Questions - Written Answers

178

11/12/2012WRB0320076. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
ensure that the number of members in An Garda Síochána does not drop below 13,000 in view 
of the recent comments of the Garda Commissioner in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [54356/12]

11/12/2012WRB03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The personnel strength of An 
Garda Síochána on 30 November 2012, the latest date for which figures are readily available, 
was 13,459. There are also approximately 1,000 Garda Reservists and 2,000 civilians.

The previous Government committed to reducing Garda strength to 13,000 as part of their 
undertaking to the Troika to reduce public service numbers, and introduced a moratorium on 
recruitment under which no Garda trainee has entered the Garda College since May 2009.

I want to see Garda strength maintained at the highest level consistent with the availability 
of resources. I will remain in dialogue with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform on this, but what is vital now is that the still significant resources of the Force are 
used with maximum efficiency and to the greatest effect.  That is why the reforms being intro-
duced by the Garda Commissioner, such as the rationalisation of the Garda station and district 
networks, are essential and should be supported by all members of the House.

11/12/2012WRB03400Child Protection Issues

11/12/2012WRB0350077. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
outline the measures in place to ensure the safety and welfare of children in direct provision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54503/12]

11/12/2012WRB03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are currently 4,839 per-
sons seeking international protection residing in 35 Direct Provision accommodation centres 
across 17 counties under contract to the Reception & Integration Agency (RIA), an operational 
unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department.  Of these resi-
dents, approximately a third are children under the age of 18.

RIA takes its child protection role seriously. This role is critical notwithstanding that chil-
dren living in the Direct Provision system are not in the care of the State.  All children live in a 
family context and their parents/guardians have primary responsibility for their care and wel-
fare.  It should also be noted that RIA does not accommodate unaccompanied minors: they are 
in the care of the HSE.

In the Direct Provision system, children are protected in a number of ways - primarily 
through RIA’s Child Protection policy; its House Rules; its requirement that all centre staff are 
Garda vetted; and through the coordination role of a dedicated unit in RIA.

RIA’s Child Protection Policy is based on the HSE’s “Children First - National Guidelines 
for the protection and welfare of children”.  This policy requires, inter alia, that children must 
be supervised by their parents/guardians at all times and that children are not permitted to be 
left alone overnight.  It also provides that each centre has a designated Child Protection liai-
son officer who is responsible for following a referral procedure should he or she suspect that 
a child welfare incident has occurred. Management of accommodation centres are obliged to 
ensure that all staff working in the centre are aware of, and adhere to, RIA’s Child Protection 
Policy. The HSE has provided ‘Keeping Safe’ child protection training to each centre’s desig-
nated officers and other staff members.

The RIA House Rules set out information for residents and staff in respect of child protec-
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tion and the responsibilities of all parties.  A copy of these Rules, as well as its Child Protection 
Policy, is available on RIA’s website - www.ria.gov.ie

Staff of centres under contract to RIA are Garda vetted.  This is in furtherance of RIA’s 
policy which has as its principal aim the minimisation of risk to children and vulnerable adults 
residing in its centres.

There is a specific unit in RIA called the Child and Family Services Unit, which is fully 
staffed and whose role is to manage, deliver, coordinate, monitor and plan all matters relating to 
child and family services for all asylum seekers residing in the direct provision system.  It also 
acts as a conduit between RIA and the HSE, the latter having statutory functions in this area.

It should be acknowledged that the system of Direct Provision allows for a level of non-
intrusive supervision of residents which would not be found in other living arrangements in 
the community.  Other residents, centre staff, designated liaison officers, Public Health Nurses, 
General Practitioners, Community and Ethnic Liaison Gardaí etc. are alert to child welfare is-
sues in centres.

RIA acknowledges that child protection is on ongoing and evolving responsibility and that 
it must constantly adapt to legislative and policy changes.  In this respect, RIA is liaising with 
the HSE to update its Child Protection Policy in line with the recent revisions to the HSE’s 
“Children First” published in 2011.  This will involve the re-training of the designated Child 
Protection liaison officers across all its centres.  RIA is also pro-actively engaging, internally 
and externally, in relation to, for example, putting Children First on a legislative basis as well 
as other associated child protection measures.

11/12/2012WRB03700Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRB0380078. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which he will introduce a Criminal Justice (Proceeds of Crime) Bill; and if he will insert a pro-
vision allowing for this money to be ring-fenced and put back into communities worst affected 
by drugs and crime. [54480/12]

11/12/2012WRB03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment includes a commitment to strengthen the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau in relation 
to the forfeiture of the proceeds of crime.

An Expert Group, established under the auspices of my Department, is currently engaged in 
a comprehensive review of the Proceeds of Crime legislation with a view to identifying possible 
improvements which would serve to strengthen the operation of the Bureau, having regard to 
the experience of the Bureau to date.

When the work of the Expert Group concludes it is my intention to bring forward proposals 
in due course for inclusion in the Criminal Justice (Proceeds of Crime) Bill.

At this time it is not possible to provide the Deputy with a particular date for when the pro-
posed Bill will be published.

With regard to the suggestion that provision be made in the Bill to allow for the ring fenc-
ing of monies recovered by the Criminal Assets Bureau to assist communities worst affected by 
drugs and crime, I can inform the Deputy that this is an issue which has been raised previously 
and on which my Department has consulted with the Department of Finance.
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It is currently the case that all monies collected by the Bureau are returned to the Exchequer 
in accordance with the provisions of the Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996 and 2005.  Such funds are 
paid into the Government’s Central Fund, from which the Government draws for expenditure 
on all necessary public services and investment.

While it has been accepted that there may be some symbolic value in the suggestion it is 
considered problematic for a number of reasons.

Aside from the general concern that arises with regard to the constraint that such policies 
can place on the Government in terms of its overall expenditure policy, the suggestion also 
raises a number of practical difficulties.

A revenue source such as the monies collected by the Bureau, which are variable and un-
certain in nature, would not facilitate proper planning for any community projects. There is 
also the problem of additional costs which would accrue in the administration of any scheme 
to divert such funds to local projects and additional administrative costs without any additional 
revenues being generated.

Furthermore, in the current economic climate the Exchequer could not sustain a loss of rev-
enue without making compensatory adjustments. If the monies collected by the Bureau were 
to be diverted to community projects, there would inevitably be implications for any other 
monies those projects received from the Exchequer. Alternatively, other public expenditure 
programmes would have to sustain the loss.

In the circumstances, I do not currently have any proposals to insert the type of provision 
suggested by the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRB04000Rights of People with Disabilities

11/12/2012WRB0410079. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ratify 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [54476/12]

11/12/2012WRB04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is the Government’s inten-
tion to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as quickly as pos-
sible, taking into account the need to ensure that all necessary legislative and administrative 
requirements under the Convention are being met. As the Deputy may be aware, Ireland does 
not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to comply with the obligations imposed 
by the treaty in question, including by amending domestic law as necessary.

The ongoing implementation of our National Disability Strategy in many respects compre-
hends many of the provisions of the Convention. In addition, the Inter-Departmental Commit-
tee on the Convention monitors the remaining legislative and administrative actions required 
to enable ratification. At the Committee’s request, the National Disability Authority, the lead 
statutory agency for the sector, is in the process of assisting it to assess the remaining require-
ments for ratification so as to ensure conclusively that all such issues will be addressed.

One of the key requirements in this regard is the enactment of capacity legislation. The Pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment to introduce a Mental Capacity Bill that is in 
line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Drafting of the bill is 
being finalised with a view to publication early in the New Year. The enactment of new legisla-
tion is one of the core elements of the remaining work to be completed to enable ratification by 
the State of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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11/12/2012WRB04300Judicial Appointments

11/12/2012WRB0440080. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
introduce an open and transparent appointment and removal criteria and process for the judi-
ciary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54462/12]

11/12/2012WRB0450097. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to introduce an independent Judicial Appointments Commission; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [54461/12]

11/12/2012WRB04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 80 and 97 together.

The Deputy will be aware that, under the Irish Constitution, judges are appointed by the 
President on the advice of the Government.  Applications are dealt with by the Judicial Ap-
pointments Advisory Board which was established under the Courts and Court Officers Act 
1995.  Under section 16 of that Act, where a judicial office stands vacant or before a vacancy in 
a judicial office arises, the Board submits to me, as Minister for Justice, the names of those rec-
ommended for appointment.  The Government then decides the nomination.  Section 17 of the 
same Act provides that these procedures do not apply where a serving judge is to be appointed.

My Department is engaged in a review of the appointment procedure including consider-
ation of the following issues: the need to ensure and protect the principle of judicial indepen-
dence; eligibility for appointment; composition of the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board; 
the appointments process; accountability in respect of its functioning; and promoting equality 
and diversity.

I hope to be in a position to consider this further in the course of 2013.  Any proposal to 
introduce a new system of appointments would require amendments to the current legislation 
and would, of course, be a matter for consideration by Government in the first instance.

Article 35.4.1 of the Constitution provides that a member of the judiciary can only be re-
moved from their position “for stated misbehaviour or incapacity, and then only upon resolu-
tions passed by Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann calling for his removal’.  

The tenure of Circuit and District Judges is similarly protected by statute.  No judge has 
been so removed in the history of the State.

However, the Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government contains a commit-
ment to legislate to establish a Judicial Council in order to provide an effective mechanism for 
dealing with complaints against judges.  This commitment is being given expression in the form 
of the proposed Judicial Council Bill.  As well as providing for the establishment of a Judicial 
Council and Board that will promote excellence and high standards of conduct by judges, the 
proposed Bill aims to provide a means of investigating allegations of judicial misconduct in the 
form of a Judicial Conduct Committee, which will have lay representation.

In November 2011, the Chief Justice announced that the judiciary had agreed to establish 
an Interim Judicial Council, pending the publication and enactment of the proposed Judicial 
Council Bill.  A sub-committee of the Board of the Interim Judicial Council was subsequently 
established to consider the ‘General Scheme for a Judicial Council Bill’, a version of which had 
been published by the previous Government in August 2010.  This sub-committee has already 
provided observations, which are the subject of ongoing consideration.  Recent developments 
will also be taken into account in the collaborative drafting process between my Department 
and the Offices of Parliamentary Counsel and of the Attorney General.  I intend to publish the 
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Bill in the course of 2013.

11/12/2012WRB04700Child Detention Centres

11/12/2012WRB0480081. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of prison-
ers under 18 years of age who remain in St. Patrick’s Institution; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [54472/12]

11/12/2012WRB04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that 
on 7th December, 2012 there were 30 seventeen year old prisoners in custody in St Patrick’s 
Institution, 11 of which were held on remand.

As you will be aware the Government committed, in the Programme for Government, to 
remove 16 and 17 year old offenders completely from the adult prison system.  In this context, 
the practice of sending 16 year old boys to St Patrick’s Institution ceased on 1st May, 2012. 
From that date, all newly remanded or sentenced 16 year olds have been detained in the children 
detention facilities in Oberstown. The capital investment package approved by the Government 
in April this year, for the construction and improvement of facilities in Oberstown child deten-
tion schools, will result in sufficient capacity to extend the child care model of detention to all 
young people under the age of 18 by mid 2014.

In addition, the feasibility of accommodating some categories of the 17 year old age group 
in the child detention schools before that date is being actively examined. Arrangements are 
also being made for a number of care staff from the children detention schools to work on place-
ment in St Patrick’s Institution alongside prison staff. It is intended that this will take place in 
mid January 2013.

11/12/2012WRB05000Third Level Fees

11/12/2012WRB0510082. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the doubling of registration fees for non-EEA nationals to €300; the basis for giving 
five days’ notice to non-EEA nationals of the increase; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54502/12]

11/12/2012WRB05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 9 of the Immigration 
Act, 2004 provides that a register of non-nationals who have permission to be in the State (in 
general for a period of 3 months or longer) shall be established and maintained by registration 
officers. Registration officers are members of An Garda Síochána: in the Dublin Metropolitan 
Area it is the officer in charge of the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) and outside 
of that area it is the Superintendent of An Garda Síochána in a Garda Síochána district.

Section 19 of the Immigration Act, 2004 (as amended), provides that a non-national is re-
quired to pay a fee to the registration officer for the issue of a registration certificate. This fee is 
set by regulations made by the Minister for Justice and Equality with the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.  The fee was first introduced in 2006 and was then set at 
€100. It was increased to €150 in 2008 and has remained at that level until the latest increase 
came into effect on 19 November, 2012.

The introduction of the registration fee in May, 2006 resulted from a policy decision that the 
fee income was required for the ongoing development of immigration services (both in the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) and the Garda National Immigration Bureau 
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(GNIB). Our migrant population have made a valuable contribution to the economic, cultural 
and social life of Ireland and will continue to do so. However, I believe that it is not unreason-
able to ask those who benefit from the immigration system to make a reasonable contribution to 
the cost of services and particularly so in a time when we are seeking to reduce public expen-
diture.  It is common practice throughout Europe to charge a fee for immigration services; in 
some instances these may be set at a level above the estimated direct administrative cost of the 
service based on the value of the service.  By comparison with many jurisdictions the current 
registration fee represents very good value.

I am very conscious of the need to maintain and develop good service levels to customers. 
In this regard the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department is un-
dertaking a number of projects with the aim of developing and improving immigration services.  
These include the introduction of a new common format EU Residence Permit for non-nationals 
which will replace the current registration certificate. It will provide the user with a more secure 
immigration document including individual biometrics indicators protected by a sophisticated 
encryption system and showing the holders’ immigration status in the State. This high quality 
secure document will be easily recognisable for employers and Government agencies.

Furthermore, INIS as part of its reform of in-country aspects of immigration services, is de-
veloping a range of measures including on line application and appointment systems for certain 
services. Such a service is badly needed, but it does cost money to implement. The nature of 
immigration requirements such as registration necessitates, to a very great extent, the personal 
attendance of the applicant. At certain times of the year this can give rise to long queues and 
significant delays. A self-selecting on-line system will help to greatly alleviate these difficulties 
and the increased registration fee income will be used to meet a portion of the cost involved in 
this and other developments.

Other projects being progressed are proposals for the civilianisation of certain port of entry 
functions at Dublin Airport. For this purpose, a trial is underway at Dublin airport to test the 
feasibility of a new model for delivery of immigration services at ports of entry to the State by 
using a combination of civilian staff and members of An Garda Síochána. I refer the Deputy to 
my answer to Dáil Question No. 171 of 4th October, 2012 which sets out the latest position in 
respect of this project.

The fee increase itself will be used to defray some of the costs of providing and developing 
these services to migrants.

While there is no specific requirement to do so, advance notice of the fee increase was placed 
on the INIS website and displayed in the Public Office in Burgh Quay. It is an unavoidable con-
sequence that people seeking to register will fall on either side of the fee increase introduction.

For the sake of completeness, I should point out that in recognition of the circumstances 
of certain categories of person, there are specific exemptions from paying the registration fee 
set out in the regulations; these are the following: UN Convention Refugees; Family members 
of such refugees who have been admitted to the State in accordance with section 18 of the 
Refugee Act 1996; Persons who are under 18 years of age at the time of registration; Spouses, 
civil partners, widows and widowers of Irish citizens; Spouses and Dependants of EU nationals 
who receive a residence permit under EU Directive 38/04; Programme Refugees, as defined 
by section 24 of the Refugee Act, 1996; Persons subject to arrangements for victims of human 
trafficking.  The above categories of non-nationals exempted from the fee payment are almost 
20% of the total numbers registering. Last year alone, this amounted to 21,443 persons and €3.2 
million in fees waived.
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11/12/2012WRC00150Asylum Seeker Accommodation

11/12/2012WRC0020083. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
address the concerns set out in the recent Irish Refugee Council report on conditions in State-
funded accommodation for those seeking asylum. [54474/12]

11/12/2012WRC00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Refugee Council 
(IRC) Report, which was launched in September, summarises many of the criticisms which 
have been made of the Direct Provision system since its inception over 12 years ago, concen-
trating specifically on issues relating to children. The report makes a number of recommenda-
tions for change to the direct provision system.  Some of the recommendations - such as allow-
ing asylum seekers work after 12 months, reinstating child benefit, allowing residents to choose 
and prepare meals themselves - are at odds with long standing Government policy in dealing 
with the issue of asylum, a key pillar of which is the Direct Provision system. I, and previous 
Ministers for Justice and Equality, have explained in response to previous Dáil Questions how 
the normal structures dealing with homelessness could not cope when the number of asylum 
seekers arriving in Ireland increased dramatically, and how the Direct Provision system was the 
only realistic accommodation solution.

In relation to children living in a safe environment, the Reception and Integration Agency 
(RIA) of my Department, charged with running the Direct Provision system, takes the issue of 
child welfare, and the protection of residents generally, very seriously.  All staff in centres must 
be Garda vetted and comply with RIA’s Children Protection policy.  One recommendation in 
the IRC report refers to the need for accommodation centres to be in good condition and that 
heating, hot water and cleanliness should be guaranteed.  This recommendation is, in fact, a 
condition to be met by all contracted to provide accommodation. RIA has in place contractual 
obligations in this regard, backed up by an inspection system which has been described in an-
swers to previous Dáil Questions.

The report recommends that RIA should consult with families in relation to their religious 
and cultural needs before being dispersed to an accommodation centre.  RIA does not, and will 
not, designate centres as being specifically for one ethnic or cultural group.  The key objective 
for RIA is the provision of accommodation and coordination of services to asylum seekers who 
would otherwise be homeless. The system must operate within the inevitable constraint that 
RIA can only accommodate persons in centres where suitable vacancies exist.  RIA will always 
consult management in accommodation centres who have knowledge of local services and who 
will advise newly arrived persons of cultural and religious facilities in the area.

In relation to the issue of space generally, including the sharing of bedrooms and toilet fa-
cilities, there are a number of things to be said. Firstly, in sourcing accommodation RIA must 
ensure that the basic legal conditions, in terms of capacity and toilet and bathroom facilities, 
are met.  Secondly, in relation to room sharing, where it comes to RIA’s attention that accom-
modation is not suitable for a family where, for example, its size has increased, alternative ac-
commodation in another centre is offered.  In some cases, this offer is not accepted and families 
prefer to stay in a centre. Thirdly, in relation to families having to share bathrooms, a majority 
of families living in the system have sole access to their own bathroom and toilet facilities. 
Whilst the nature of Direct Provision is such that en suite facilities are not guaranteed, RIA will 
continue to seek over time to increase the percentage of families having access to non-shared 
bathroom/toilet facilities.

In relation to the recommendation regarding education, in addition to all asylum seeker 
children being able to avail of mainstream primary and secondary education, they may also 
avail of the Department of Social Protection’s Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allow-
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ance. Further supports are provided to families through the Community Welfare service in the 
form of Exceptional Needs Payments (ENP’s) to address once-off needs, including funding 
child-related activities. Children in pre-school year also avail of free placements in pre-schools 
under the Early Child Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme. Pre-schools are available on-site 
at some of the larger centres but the choice of pre-school under the scheme is a matter for the 
individual parents to decide.  In relation to the recommendation regarding homework space, all 
family centres with school going children are asked to set aside a quiet space where children 
can do their homework under parental supervision.

In terms of play spaces for children, the Direct Provision system is roughly analogous to 
other types of accommodation where children would reside, be it houses with gardens or apart-
ment buildings. Some centres have on-site playgrounds and some do not. Children in centres 
can access recreational facilities available in the locality in which they are living.   Centre man-
agement work with local schools, community groups, sports clubs and NGOs to link children 
and families into community initiatives, sports and other activities to ensure access to the best 
available package of services. Many centres will, for example, facilitate parties and will also 
facilitate NGOs who organise outings etc.

The Direct Provision system has been subject to criticism since its inception, and every ef-
fort is made to improve the system.  RIA welcomes scrutiny in this regard. But it important also 
to acknowledge that no asylum seeker who has sought international protection from this State 
has ever been left homeless; that residents get nourishment on a par with, and in some cases su-
perior to, that available  to the general population; that they receive a health service on the same 
basis as Irish citizens; and that children are provided with primary and secondary education in 
the local community on the same basis as the children of Irish citizens.

In relation to the broader asylum issue, particularly the complexity and length of the as-
sociated processes, my efforts are concentrated on speeding up the processing of applications, 
primarily by redeploying staff from the refugee determination bodies. The Immigration, Resi-
dence and Protection Bill which I plan to progress in 2013 provides for the introduction of a 
single procedure to determine applications for protection and other reasons to remain in the 
State. This should substantially simplify and streamline the existing arrangements. This reor-
ganisation of the protection application processing framework will remove the current multi-
layered processes and provide applicants with a final decision on their applications in a more 
straightforward and timely fashion.

11/12/2012WRC00350Prisoner Releases

11/12/2012WRC0040084. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
place on a statutory footing, clear and transparent criteria for release of prisoners through remis-
sion, temporary release and parole, as well as provision of the disclosure of reasons to prisoners 
for all decisions taken and the remedy to appeal any decision taken. [54468/12]

11/12/2012WRC00500100. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
introduce a single piece of legislation dealing with the matters of remission, temporary release 
and parole law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54467/12]

11/12/2012WRC00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 84 and 100 together.

The power bestowed on the Minister for Justice and Equality to grant remission and tem-
porary release is clearly set out in existing legislative instruments.   Rule 59 of the 2007 prison 
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rules provides that a prisoner is eligible by good conduct to earn a remission of sentence not ex-
ceeding one quarter.  Rule 59(2) allows for the discretionary granting of remission in excess of 
one quarter but not exceeding one third where a prisoner has shown good conduct by engaging 
in authorised structured activity and as a result is less likely to offend and better able to reinte-
grate into the community.  The legislative basis for making decisions on temporary release is 
fully set out in the Criminal Justice Act 1960, as amended by the Criminal Justice (Temporary 
Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.

The legislation sets out clearly the purpose of temporary release, the situations in which it 
may be granted and the criteria to apply to decisions to grant temporary release.  Candidates 
for temporary release are identified by a number of different means but primarily on the rec-
ommendation of the Prison Governor or the therapeutic services in the prisons. The prisoner, 
their family or their legal representative can also apply for consideration of such a concession. 
Recommendations are also made to me in relation to long term sentence prisoners by the Parole 
Board. Each application is considered on its individual merits and evaluated using the follow-
ing criteria as outlined in the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003: the 
nature and gravity of the offence to which the sentence being served by the person relates; the 
sentence concerned and any recommendation made by the Court in relation to the sentence 
imposed; the period of the sentence served by the person; the potential threat to the safety and 
security of the public should the person be released; the person’s previous criminal record; the 
risk of the person failing to return to prison at the expiration of the period of temporary release; 
the conduct of the person while in custody or while previously on temporary release; any report 
or recommendation made by the Governor, the Garda Síochána, a Probation Officer, or any 
other person whom the Minister considers may be of assistance in coming to a decision as to 
whether to grant temporary release; the risk that the person might commit an offence during any 
period of temporary release; the risk of the person failing to comply with any of the conditions 
of temporary release; the likelihood that a period of temporary release might accelerate the per-
son’s reintegration into society or improve his prospects of obtaining employment.

I announced my intention last year to enact legislation to place the interim Parole Board on 
a statutory footing which I believe will help to strengthen the Board and improve its functions.  
My Department is currently considering exactly what role a statutory Parole Board should play, 
what powers it should have, and the implications of same with a view to preparing the Heads 
of a Bill.  An all encompassing strategic review of penal policy is also underway which is ex-
amining all aspects of penal policy including prevention, sentencing policies, alternatives to 
custody, accommodation and regimes, support for reintegration and rehabilitation and the issue 
of female offenders.  I will consider the options when that review has been completed.

11/12/2012WRC00650Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

11/12/2012WRC0070085. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of personnel in the Gardaí that are assigned to combating white collar crime; the number of 
forensic accountants in the force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55495/12]

11/12/2012WRC00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána on 30 November 2012, 
the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 13,459. There are also approxi-
mately 1,000 Garda Reservists and over 2,000 civilians in the Garda Síochána.  All members 
of An Garda Síochána are tasked with investigating crime including fraud-related ‘white collar’ 
crime. Assistance is provided by the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation to these members 
where required.
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The term ‘White Collar Crime’ is not used in the gathering of statistics in this jurisdiction 
but is a generic term used to describe crime which is financially motivated, non-violent crime 
committed for illegal monetary gain.  An Garda Síochána is not the sole authority charged with 
the investigation of fraud type offences. In this regard the organisation works on an ongoing 
basis with the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, the Central Bank and the Com-
petition Authority. The Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation is a specialist bureau that inves-
tigates fraud-related crime involving serious and complex cases of commercial fraud, cheque 
and payment card fraud, counterfeit currency, money laundering, computer crime and breaches 
of the Companies Acts and the Competition Act.  There are 80 personnel assigned to the Garda 
Bureau of Fraud Investigation including 9 members on temporary transfer from the Dublin 
region. There are two forensic accountants employed full time at the Garda Bureau of Fraud 
Investigation.

The Criminal Assets Bureau, which has 35 personnel assigned to it, has also been active in 
targeting the proceeds of deception, fraud, money laundering, bribery and corruption and other 
types of criminal activity sometimes referred to as “white collar crime”. There are three person-
nel with forensic accountant qualifications employed at the Criminal Assets Bureau.

11/12/2012WRC00850Asylum Seeker Accommodation

11/12/2012WRC0090086. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has met with 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs regarding the issue of separated children seeking 
asylum who are removed from Health Service Executive care at the age of 18 years at which 
point they enter accommodation funded by his Department; the legal barriers to allowing them 
to remain with their foster carers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [54475/12]

11/12/2012WRC01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Asylum seekers deemed to 
be unaccompanied minors by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) 
under Section 8 of the Refugee Act, 1996, are referred to the HSE which has responsibility for 
their care under the Child Care Act, 1991 until they reach 18 years of age. At that point, as a 
general policy, they are transferred to asylum accommodation centres under contract to the Re-
ception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department.

The care of all children in the Direct Provision System is of the utmost importance includ-
ing those coming up to the age of 18. In this regard, RIA has an agreed policy in place with the 
HSE which deals with the transition of ‘aged out minors. Details are contained on RIA’s web-
site www.ria.gov.ie. Before such transfers take place, detailed discussions take place between 
the Separated Children’s Team in the HSE and RIA to ensure the best RIA centre match for the 
aged out minor concerned.  It should be noted that the majority of aged out minors being dis-
charged from the HSE care are transferred from foster care arrangements provided by the HSE 
throughout the State.  RIA currently has 35 centres in 17 counties throughout the State and it is 
often the case that aged out minors do not transfer to areas where they had been in foster care.

The issue of aged out minors remaining in foster home care is a matter for the HSE. In cir-
cumstances where the HSE deem an aged out minor to be particularly vulnerable, the HSE can, 
at its discretion, extend the period in care in a foster home beyond 18 years of age.    

11/12/2012WRC01050Property Transfers

11/12/2012WRC0110087. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has had any 
further discussion with the Law Society regarding changes recommended by the Conveyanc-
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ing Task Force on property transfers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55466/12]

11/12/2012WRC01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Conveyancing Conflicts 
of Interest Regulation, to which the Deputy refers, was adopted by the Council of the Law Soci-
ety on 7 September 2012, following the recommendations of the “Conveyancing Conflicts Task 
Force Report” published by the Law Society the previous July.  Section 5 of the Solicitors Act 
1954 provides for the Society to make regulations which are necessary for the carrying out of 
its functions and requires that such regulations be laid by the Society before each House of the 
Oireachtas. In compliance with this provision, the Conveyancing Conflicts of Interest Regula-
tion was duly laid before the Houses on 2 October by way of S.I. No. 375/2012. Under current 
legislation, the Law Society is the independent statutory body for the regulation of the solicitors 
profession in the State. Section 5 of the Solicitors Act 1954, under which this Regulation has 
been introduced, does not provide for my concurrence, as Minister, in relation to this particular 
matter.

The Deputy will wish to be aware that, under the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011, 
which is due to commence Committee Stage in the new year, the regulatory regime of the legal 
professions is set to change. Under the Bill, responsibility for the regulation of both solicitors 
and barristers will pass to the new and independent Legal Services Regulatory Authority that is 
to be established for that purpose.

11/12/2012WRC01250Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

11/12/2012WRC0130088. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any consultation 
process occurred between his Department and the British Government prior to the announce-
ment of the G8 summit in Enniskillen in relation to the requirement for extra security forces; if 
there will be extra security required in Irish airports and on the border in the run up and during 
the G8 Summit in 2013; the loations from which resources will be taken in respect of this proj-
ect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54352/12]

11/12/2012WRC01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Let me say at the outset that 
the decision to host the G8 Summit in Enniskillen next year is a matter entirely for the host 
Government to make and would not involve prior consultation with my Department.  Having 
said that, I welcome the fact that it is a clear recognition of the capacity for Northern Ireland to 
host such a high profile event.  Naturally, security will be an important element of the planning 
for this event.  I have said on many occasions since taking office of Minister that cooperation 
between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI is excellent.  That will continue to be the case and 
will make security planning all the more comprehensive and effective.  Of course the Deputy 
will appreciate that it would be inappropriate for me to comment on the detail of policing ar-
rangements for this event.  Nevertheless, I am informed by the Garda authorities that they are 
in consultation with the PSNI on security arrangements required to be put in place to police the 
G8 Summit on both sides of the border.

11/12/2012WRC01450Garda Transport Provision

11/12/2012WRC0150089. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of new Garda cars which will be deployed as part of his recent announcement; the locations 
at which said cars will be deployed; if he has determined the allocation of new cars based on 
need; if he will state the number of cars that have been retired this year; if there will be similar 
commitments in terms of new Garda cars in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [54442/12]

11/12/2012WRC01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The deployment of Garda 
vehicles is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the context of his identified operational 
requirements.  I have no role in this area and, accordingly, I am not in a position to indicate 
the stations to which the new vehicles will be allocated.  At Garda Divisional level, it is for 
the Chief Superintendent to make appropriate arrangements for the distribution of vehicles 
throughout the Division, in response to policing demands. The detailed allocation of vehicles is 
determined through a process of ongoing analysis.

However, I understand from the Garda authorities that, as a result of the recent investment 
of €3 million in the Garda fleet, arrangements are currently being made for the delivery of the 
170 new Garda vehicles which have been purchased . It is anticipated that these vehicles will 
begin to come on stream over the coming weeks. The most recent order brings the number of 
new vehicles ordered this year to over 210 at a cost of approximately €4 million.  I am also ad-
vised by the Garda authorities that 243 vehicles were withdrawn from service between January 
and November this year.

I am conscious of the need to maintain, to the greatest extent possible, the operational ef-
fectiveness of An Garda Síochána. It is for that reason that a further €5 million is being made 
available for the purchase and fit-out of new Garda vehicles in 2013.  This level of expenditure, 
at a time of severe budgetary constraint, represents a very significant investment in Garda trans-
port and I have no doubt that the additional funding will considerably strengthen the overall ef-
fectiveness of the Force in delivering a policing service to communities throughout the country.  
I am also confident that, when the relevant budgetary figures are being determined for 2014, the 
importance of investment in Garda transport will continue to be recognised.

11/12/2012WRC01650Departmental Funding

11/12/2012WRC0170090. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
funding allocated to disability groups and organisations over each of the past ten years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [54477/12]

11/12/2012WRC01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At the outset I would like to 
draw the distinction between funding from my Department for Disability Organisations which 
took the form, during this period of time, of once-off grants for innovative projects capable of 
being mainstreamed, and  the continued funding of disability organisations to administer their 
organisations which has always been funded and is still funded via other Government Depart-
ments including for instance Department of Social Protection, Department of Health and De-
partment of Education and Skills.

The table circulated with this reply provides the annual total amount of funding allocated by 
my Department to disability groups and organisations over the past ten years. The vast majority 
of the funding was made available through once off grant schemes which were administered 
by Pobal and were funded from Dormant Accounts monies.  One example of such a scheme 
was “Enhancing Disability Services Funding” (EDS) for voluntary, not for profit organisations, 
working in the Irish disability sector. Funding in this case was provided from Dormant Ac-
counts monies under the Multi-Annual Investment Programme as announced in Budget 2005.  
This funding was provided over five years for disability groups and organisations operating at 
national / regional level who provided details of once-off  projects which showed an innovative, 
efficient and cost-effective approach to service provision for people with disabilities and which 
had the capacity to be main streamed in the future.  Many worthwhile projects emerged from 
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the programme, with benefits to both participants and the formulation of policy and practice for 
the future.

Another example was “The Independent Living Support Programme” (ILSP)  for which 
funding was provided and administered over the period 2007/ 2008 by my Department and 
which assisted voluntary organisations and service providers, who worked with people with 
disabilities, to purchase practical supports which enabled independent living for such people.  
Other grant funding was provided by my Department to Disability organisations and groups 
over this period for example to, People with Disabilities in Ireland (PwDI) and Vantastic to 
assist them to provide services to PWDs.  My colleague, the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government, provides funding to Vantastic since I passed over the fund-
ing of this organisation to him at the end of 2010. Additionally, funding was provided by my 
Department to disability organisations and groups over this period of time to fund awareness 
raising initiatives.

YEAR-AMOUNT PAID

2003-€1,668,448

2004-€2,036,861

2005-€2,489,366

2006-€2,054,159

2007-€6,637,937

2008-€5,749,056

2009-€3,543,393

2010-€1,491,309

2011-€1,111,000

2012-€75,757

TOTAL- €23,151,977

11/12/2012WRC01850Garda Equipment

11/12/2012WRC0190091. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for increas-
ing the numbers of patrol cars for an Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54498/12]

11/12/2012WRC02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
I recently announced a substantial investment in Garda transport, with funding of approximate-
ly €3 million being made available for the purchase of new vehicles.  In that regard arrange-
ments for the provision of 170 vehicles are currently being made and it is anticipated that they 
will begin to come on stream in the coming weeks. In addition, a further provision of €5m will 
be made available for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2013.  I am confident that 
these packages of funding will considerably strengthen the overall effectiveness of the Force in 
delivering a policing service to communities throughout the country.
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11/12/2012WRC02050Courts Staff

11/12/2012WRC0210092. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the res-
ignation of convicted District Court judge (details supplied), a judge found guilty of attempting 
to deceive an elderly client, if he will outline the salary that the judge was in receipt of; the 
length of time they were a Justice of the District Court; if their resignation entitles them to any 
pension, gratuity, lump sum payment, severance or any other such payment from the Courts 
Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [54351/12]

11/12/2012WRC02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform is responsible for the pay and 
pensions of the judiciary.  The salary payable to a District Court Judge appointed prior to 1 
January 2012 is €136,124.  Judges’ pensions are calculated by the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform in accordance with the relevant legislative provisions and paid from Central 
Funds.  Pensions in respect of District Judges are payable at 65 years based on 1/40th of salary 
per year of service up to a maximum period of twenty years.  A gratuity is calculated at 3/40ths 
of salary per year of service up to a maximum of 1.5 times salary.  Under the Pensions Act 1990 
(as amended), a judge who has served a minimum of two years may apply for a preserved pen-
sion on reaching 65 years.  Alternatively, a judge over the age of 60 who has served a minimum 
of two years may apply for Cost Neutral Early Retirement (provided for in the Public Service 
Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012).  Under this scheme benefits are pay-
able immediately subject to cost neutral reduction on an actuarial basis.  The individual referred 
to by the Deputy was appointed to the District Court on 12 February 2009 and resigned on 26 
November 2012.     

11/12/2012WRC02250Prison Accommodation

11/12/2012WRC0230093. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to increase 
the number of child-friendly visiting areas in prisons; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [54465/12]

11/12/2012WRC02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that 
many prisons including Limerick, Wheatfield, Dóchas, St. Patrick’s Institution, the Training 
Unit, Loughan House and Shelton Abbey have designated areas to facilitate family visits for 
family occasions such as confirmations or communions. In addition temporary release (depend-
ing on security concerns) for access/visits to children for family occasions is regularly approved 
in most prisons.  I can further inform the Deputy that the Irish Prison Service is currently set-
ting up a working group to consider a report recently published by the Irish Penal Reform Trust 
which contains a number of recommendations in relation to contact between prisoners and their 
families including family visits.

Deportation Orders Data

11/12/2012WRC0250094. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the aver-
age length of time it takes to provide decisions on applications for leave to remain; his plans to 
ensure that these applications are resolved in a speedy manner; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [54487/12]

11/12/2012WRC02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter):  In the interests of clarity, what 
is referred to as ‘an application for leave to remain’ refers to the submission of written represen-
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tations to the Minister for Justice and Equality against the making of a Deportation Order, pur-
suant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  all such cases, 
before a final decision is made, consideration is given to the eleven separate headings set out in 
Section 3 (6) of the 1999 Act, the provisions of Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement and other relevant legal and constitutional provisions. Such 
decision making is also guided by, among other things, international law and Supreme and High 
Court Judgments. The ultimate decision will be to make a Deportation Order or to grant Leave 
to Remain in the State for a specified period and subject to stated conditions.

The consideration of cases under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) is a 
resource intensive process. It is not, however, possible to provide an average waiting time for 
the processing of such cases primarily because no two cases will be the same in terms of their 
nature or complexity. An indication of the complexities involved is outlined in my reply to Par-
liamentary Question Number 450 of 27th November which is appended below.

However, I am anxious that cases are processed as quickly as possible and to this end, ad-
ditional staff members have been deployed to this area of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigra-
tion Service in recent years and substantial investment has been made in the development of 
technology required to support the processing of such cases.   Additionally, the current multi-
layered approach to the processing of cases of asylum origin means that persons who claim 
asylum, and have their claims refused, almost invariably proceed to lodge an application for 
Subsidiary Protection and if this is also refused, their ultimate position in the State must then be 
decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amend-
ed) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. 
This multi-layered approach is clearly not resource efficient, nor applicant friendly, and that is 
why I am providing for a single-procedure based approach in the Immigration, Residence and 
Protection Bill, which I plan to progress in 2013. This proposed single-procedure will require 
applicants to advance, at the outset, all reasons, protection or otherwise, behind their request to 
stay in the State. As a result, the days of the multi-layered approach to dealing with such cases 
will cease.

Finally, I might add that I recently approved an initiative to put in place a panel with legal 
expertise who will assist the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in processing a co-
hort of repatriation cases thus speeding up the overall process and reducing the time spent by 
persons in the Direct Provision system. I would expect to see significant dividends from this 
initiative in the coming months.

 Extract from PQ No. 540 of 27th November, 2012

 The processing of cases at the repatriation stage is a complex one with obligations to 
adhere to both domestic and international law and to make decisions in accordance with the UN 
Convention on Human Rights.   The process can be a lengthy one often punctuated with judicial 
reviews taken by the applicants at various stages including at deportation stage.  Accordingly, 
not all cases fit neatly into particular categories.  For example, in the case of families, one mem-
ber of the family may have lodged a judicial review which in turn may mean that the remainder 
of the family may not be processed until its outcome is determined.  In addition, some appli-
cants may also be party to an application under EU Treaty Rights or through marriage to an Irish 
citizen or may have been granted leave to remain as a result of these applications.  Therefore, it 
is not possible to provide figures in respect of the remainder of the case load without engaging 
in a very detailed exercise which could not be justified as it would divert resources from case 
processing. 
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11/12/2012WRC02650Court Orders

11/12/2012WRC0270095. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he pro-
poses to provide for the commencement of the section 15 the Fines Act 2000 dealing with the 
payment of fines by instalments; his plans to deduct fines by instalments from State payments 
such as social welfare or wages made to a convicted person; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [54357/12]

11/12/2012WRC02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government recently approved the drafting of the Fines (Amendment) Bill 2012, the 
Scheme of which is available on my Department’s website (www.justice.ie).  The Scheme pro-
vides, inter alia, for the introduction of attachment of earnings to recover unpaid fines from a 
person’s earnings.  The Scheme also recasts a number of the key provisions in the Fines Act 
2010, including those relating to the payment of fines by instalments (section 15).  Whereas un-
der the 2010 Act, a person had to apply to the court to be permitted to pay a fine by instalments, 
the Scheme provides that this will become an automatic right.  Given this significant change to 
the nature and scope of the instalment provisions in the Act, it is not my intention to commence 
section 15 until after it has been amended.  I hope that it will be possible to enact the Fines 
(Amendment) Bill during 2013.

Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 58.

Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 80.

Garda Deployment

11/12/2012WRC0310098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which he continues to monitor the deployment of Garda numbers at various stations throughout 
the country with a view to ensuring a strong and visible deterrent to all forms of crime but with 
particular reference to organised criminality; if he will ensure that the network of Garda stations 
is retained in such a way as to represent best practice in the fight against crime; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [54505/12]

11/12/2012WRC03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including person-
nel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This allocation of 
resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other op-
erational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use 
is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.  The 
Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before the House last week, outlines the Commissioner’s 
proposal for the continued re-organisation and consolidation of the Garda station and District 
network and includes details of station closures and District re-organisation throughout the 
country.  I must stress that the principal aim of this consolidation process is to allow the more 
efficient deployment of personnel and the more effective delivery of policing services to the 
public across the country.  The Deputy will appreciate that organised crime, by its very nature, 
is constantly evolving and diversifying in both its structures and activities so as to exploit op-
portunities for criminal gain.  However, I can assure the Deputy that addressing such criminal-
ity remains a key ongoing priority for both the Government and for An Garda Síochána. 



Questions - Written Answers

194

11/12/2012WRC03250Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

11/12/2012WRC0330099. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
introducing a free flow traffic management programme under the auspices of the Garda Traffic 
Corps; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the main N4 and N7 motorways regularly 
have minor incidences which lead to delays at extremely busy commuter times particularly in 
the morning and the effect that this is having on commuters getting to work, commerce and 
indeed shopping in the city area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [54350/12]

11/12/2012WRC03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the general movement of traffic is dependant on traffic volume, road design and 
traffic signals.  An Garda Síochána works in close partnership with the relevant local authorities 
who have responsibility for these matters.

While one of the primary responsibilities of the Garda Traffic Corps is traffic management, 
all Garda resources respond to and deal with traffic management issues including response to 
minor and major traffic incidents. Each Garda region has developed, in conjunction with rel-
evant state agencies,  Major Emergency Plan to deal with such incidents.  Contingency plans 
are also in place to deal with motorway incidents within the respective regions.

I am also informed by the Garda authorities that the M4 and M7 motorways are within 
the Eastern Region and are patrolled on a daily basis by Divisional Traffic Units based in the 
Kildare, Meath, Westmeath and Laois/Offaly Divisions. I am assured that serious and minor in-
cidents occurring on these motorways are dealt with promptly and efficiently to ensure minimal 
disruption to motorists.

      Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 84.

11/12/2012WRD00250Crime Levels

11/12/2012WRD00300101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the number of crimes committed by prisoners while on bail continues to monitored by 
his Department; the number of such incidence recorded in each of the past five years to date; 
the number of recidivistic incidents; the action taken or intended to address such issues; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [54506/12]

11/12/2012WRD00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I share the public concern 
about the extent to which offences continue to be committed by persons on bail.

As the Deputy will be aware, the criminal law takes a serious view of offences committed 
by persons on bail.  Section 11 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 provides that any sentence of 
imprisonment passed on a person for an offence committed while on bail must be consecutive 
on any sentence passed on him or her for a previous offence, or on the sentence last due to ex-
pire, if more than one is being served. It also provides that the fact that an offence was commit-
ted while on bail must be treated as an aggravating factor at sentencing and that the court shall 
impose a sentence that is greater than that which would have been imposed otherwise, unless 
there are exceptional circumstances.

A decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only 
to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of its judicial functions. There is a 
constitutional presumption in favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent 
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until proven guilty. The provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict 
the extent to which the right to bail can be limited.

Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially 
only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses. The 
Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, 
provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where it is reasonably 
considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that person. 

In addition, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, 
provides that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall 
not commit an offence while on bail.

I believe that bail law must be continually reviewed to ensure that all possible avenues are 
taken to protect the public against the commission of crime, particularly serious crime, by per-
sons on bail.

Accordingly, my Department has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law 
with a view to presenting a clear, accessible and modern statement of the law. In the context of 
that modernisation of the law, I will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on 
the protection of the individual and of the public. My intention is that the new proposals will 
provide better guidance to the courts on how such protection might be provided. I am also tak-
ing the opportunity to introduce some general improvements to bail law to improve the overall 
working of the bail system.

I will bring proposals to Government on the matter in the near future.

In relation to the statistics requested by the Deputy. the Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes 
provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics Office, 
as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  
I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRD00450Garda Investigations

11/12/2012WRD00500102. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will have the 
case of the murder of Garda Richard Fallon on 3 April 1970 independently reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [54354/12]

11/12/2012WRD00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Let me firstly say that I want 
to, again, express my deepest sympathy to the family of Garda Fallon. His murder was a dread-
ful tragedy and can only be described as a heinous crime carried out by ruthless individuals. 

As the Deputy will be aware, this case is currently being examined by An Garda Síochána’s 
Serious Crime Review Team.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that it is anticipated that 
the assessment will now be completed by the end of the year.  I am conscious that this is a mat-
ter of great concern to the Fallon family but I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that it would 
be best to await the outcome of the Garda assessment.

11/12/2012WRD00650Domestic Violence Incidence

11/12/2012WRD00700103. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on which 
he will introduce a consolidated Bill on domestic violence. [54463/12]
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11/12/2012WRD00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment commitment - to introduce consolidated and reformed domestic violence legislation to 
address all aspects of domestic violence, threatened violence and intimidation, in a way that 
provides protection to victims - will be progressed as soon as possible having regard to the need 
for consultations and the need to dispose of urgent legislative matters in my Department under 
the EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for the State.

Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 58.

11/12/2012WRD00950Prison Accommodation

11/12/2012WRD01000105. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that countries such as France have made use of collective pardons to 
tackle overcrowding in prisons, rather than having recourse to the time-consuming early release 
mechanism; if he has considered the making use of the right of pardon and the power to com-
mute or remit punishment to bring the prison population within the safe custody limits recom-
mended by the Inspector of Prisons for appropriate prisoners. [54470/12]

11/12/2012WRD01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Inspector of Prisons recog-
nised that in certain areas prisons will not be able to comply with all of his recommendations 
in the short term.  As long as there is overcrowding and limitations on resources, there will be 
difficulties in achieving full implementation of those recommendations.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed 
by the Courts into its custody and does not have the option of refusing committals.  There has 
been a consistent increase in the total prisoner population in Ireland over recent years, with sig-
nificant increases in the number of sentenced prisoners and those being committed on remand, 
as well as a trend towards longer sentences.  It should also be recognised, however, that while 
the problem of prison overcrowding remains a challenging issue, and action is being taken on a 
number of fronts to address that issue, Ireland traditionally has had a low rate of imprisonment.  

It can be difficult to make direct and accurate comparisons with the penal systems in other 
countries, but it is worth noting that the latest Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics pub-
lished last March show that France has a higher number of persons in prison per 100,000 inhab-
itants  (103.5)  than Ireland (97.4) and a higher occupancy rate of 108.4% compared to Ireland’s 
rate of 101.7 %.

I have no proposals along the lines suggested by the Deputy, but a strategic review of penal 
policy is underway and I will consider all of the options that emerge from that review.

Court Procedures

11/12/2012WRD01200106. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
amend in camera rules for court hearings in family law cases; and the timeline in which he in-
tends to complete same.  [54473/12]

11/12/2012WRD01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment includes a commitment to reform and modernise aspects of family law. In this regard on 
31 October 2012 the Government approved my proposals for the preparation and enactment of 
a Courts Bill which amongst other matters will amend the in camera rule to allow press access 
to the courts in family law and child care proceedings subject to a strict prohibition on the publi-
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cation of any material which would lead to the identification of the parties or children involved.

The purpose of the in camera rule which is long-standing is to protect the privacy of the 
parties concerned and to ensure that their anonymity and that of their children is preserved.  
However, the application of the in camera  rule has meant that family cases and child care cases 
are not generally reported and the general public and even practitioners may not be aware of 
how the law, particularly in relation to children, is being operated and applied in the different 
courts before which such issues are heard.  There is a public perception that undue secrecy is 
attached to the administration of this area of the law and that there is a lack of uniformity and 
consistency in the manner in which it is administered.  The Bill, which is being drafted for pub-
lication in the current session, will make court proceedings in family law and child care cases 
more transparent.

Human Rights Issues

11/12/2012WRD01400107. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the International Labour Organisation’s Convention No. 29 
(1930) and Article 4 of the European Convention on Human Rights requires forced labour to be 
punishable as a criminal offence; in view of the fact that there is no law here that makes forced 
labour a criminal offence, his plans to rectify same.  [54484/12]

11/12/2012WRD01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Article 4 of the ECHR pro-
vides that no one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour. International La-
bour Organisation (ILO) Convention No. 29 of 1930 defines forced labour as “all work or 
service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the 
person has not offered himself voluntarily”.

Although forced labour covers a diverse range of exploitative behaviours, it is difficult to 
foresee circumstances where an incident of forced labour would not be liable to prosecution in 
this jurisdiction under a range of offences, including for example, false imprisonment, black-
mail, assault, the coercion offence in the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997, 
offences under employment law and health and safety legislation, immigration law, etc.  In 
addition the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 criminalises the trafficking of per-
sons for the purposes of labour exploitation, including forced labour. For the purposes of the 
Act, the term “trafficks” is broadly defined. For example, the commission of the offence does 
not require cross-border (or even internal) movement or illegal entry into the State. It includes 
recruitment; taking a person into one’s custody, care or charge; and providing accommodation 
or employment.

In the context of a recent review of the potential of the 2008 legislation to combat the 
phenomenon of forced labour per se, the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of 
Conventions and Recommendations was asked for its views on whether Ireland’s human traf-
ficking legislation is sufficiently wide in scope to encompass forced labour as defined in ILO 
Convention No. 29 of 1930. The ILO Committee of Experts is of the view that it is. However, 
the committee has also pointed to the fact that the 2008 Act does not provide a definition of 
forced labour. Therefore, it has recommended, for the purpose of clarity, that forced labour be 
defined in accordance with the ILO Convention. Subject to Government approval for the neces-
sary legislation, I propose to provide this clarification by way of an amendment to the 2008 Act, 
at the earliest opportunity.

Constitutional Convention
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11/12/2012WRD01600108. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Taoiseach the expected cost of the Constitutional 
Convention to take place this year and next year. [55225/12]

11/12/2012WRD01700The Taoiseach: The 2012 estimate for the Constitutional Convention is €300,000 and ex-
penditure up to end November 2012 was €140,390.  The estimate for 2013 is €948,000.

Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRD01800109. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all new services across his Department 
that have been tested for external service delivery since March 2011. [55438/12]

11/12/2012WRD01900The Taoiseach: The focus of my Department is to ensure that Government policy is pro-
gressed across the whole of Government and it has one key programme which is to support me 
as Taoiseach and the Government.  As no new services have been introduced by my Department 
since March 2011, the question of testing for external service delivery has not arisen.

My Department makes extensive use of shared services in the areas of payroll, finance, IT, 
library and security services as well as participating in civil service wide initiatives such as the 
HR Shared Services project.  My Department will also work with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform on any relevant external delivery service initiatives as part of the overall 
public service reform programme.

Departmental Strategy Statements

11/12/2012WRD02000110. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach the way he is monitoring progress 
on his Department’s strategic priorities as set out in his Department’s strategy statement; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55522/12]

11/12/2012WRD02100The Taoiseach: The focus of my Department is to ensure that Government policy is pro-
gressed across the whole of Government and it has one key Programme which is to support the 
Taoiseach and the Government.  The Department’s Strategy Statement is aligned to the Govern-
ment’s key priorities and policies, including major policy documents such as the Programme 
for Government 2011-2016, the EU / IMF Programme and the Public Service Agreement 2010 
- 2014.   My Department’s eight strategic priorities are:

- Tackling the economic crisis, with a particular focus on jobs and growth;

- Ensuring that Ireland plays a full and effective role in all aspects of the European Union;

- Overseeing the full implementation of the Programme for Government;

- Providing excellent support services for the Taoiseach and Government;

- Helping to reform and restore trust in the institutions of the State, and in Ireland’s reputa-
tion at home and abroad, learning lessons from the past;

- Helping to renew and transform the public service;

- Helping to ensure that Government policies and services support a socially inclusive and 
fair society;

- Helping to maintain peace and to further enhance relationships on the island of Ireland and 
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between Ireland and Britain.

Progress against these priorities is monitored in a number of ways including through the 
meetings of the Government, Economic Management Council and Cabinet Committees, the 
work of the Programme for Government Office and reviews of progress by my Department’s 
Management Advisory Committee.

My Department’s Annual Report for 2012 will give an overview of progress on all aspects 
of the Strategy Statement.

Questions Nos. 111 to 113, inclusive, answered with Question No. 3.

Visa Applications

11/12/2012WRD02300114. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to increase the number of countries that the Irish passport is visa free to enter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55374/12]

11/12/2012WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I wish 
to advise the Deputy that the visa and immigration requirements for foreign countries are solely 
a matter for the appropriate authorities in those countries and outside of my remit. Visa and im-
migration matters, both legislation and policy, in this jurisdiction are a matter for the Minister 
for Justice, Equality and Defence.

Foreign Conflicts

11/12/2012WRD02500115. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will raise the case of a person (details supplied) who has refused to take part in the 
war against the Palestinian people by refusing to serve with the Israel Defence Force. [55077/12]

11/12/2012WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the particular case referred to in the Deputy’s question.  I have the fullest understand-
ing and sympathy with anyone who feels moved to declare themselves a conscientious objec-
tor, and I believe that it is a mark of the maturity and humanity of a society that it treats such 
cases with sympathy and respect.  However, it would not be appropriate for me to intervene in a 
question of the requirement in law for citizens of another country to serve in the armed forces.  
I would obviously expect the members of any armed forces, in whatever country they may be, 
to comply fully with the requirements of international law and international humanitarian law 
in the performance of their military duties.

Overseas Development Aid Provision

11/12/2012WRD02700116. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on a query regarding overseas aid (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55101/12]

11/12/2012WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo):  The Government’s overseas development programme, which is administered by Irish Aid 
in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, is the Irish people’s aid programme.  It reflects 
their core values of justice and fairness and represents a genuine investment on behalf of the 
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Irish people to assist some of the world’s poorest communities.  

Ireland’s aid programme prioritises the fight against global poverty and hunger, and it is 
consistently rated as one of the most effective internationally.  It is strongly focused on the 
poorest countries and communities in Sub-Saharan Africa, prioritising investments in the areas 
of education, health, good governance, food security and nutrition. 

The Government takes the view that our work with developing countries is morally right, 
but that it is also in our interests as a country with a small open economy in an increasingly 
interconnected world.  Many developing countries have shown remarkable economic progress 
in recent years and our untied development assistance today will undoubtedly result in access 
to markets in the future.  The Africa Strategy of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
clearly recognises the role that aid has played in empowering broader economic and social de-
velopment on the continent, and commits us to a comprehensive approach to Ireland’s relations 
with Africa – in development, politically and in the building of mutually beneficial economic 
links. 

This year, the Government has provided some €639 million in total Official Development 
Assistance (ODA).  In 2013, it is anticipated that ODA will amount to €623 million, a modest 
reduction, but one which comes on top of an overall reduction in Ireland’s ODA levels of over 
30% since 2008.  While this is a very significant sum, it still represents slightly less than 50 cent 
in every €100 we will earn as a country in 2013.  

The Government remain strongly committed to the aid programme and to achieving the UN 
target of providing 0.7% of GNP for Overseas Development Assistance.  However, in the cur-
rent difficult economic circumstances, it is clear that further progress towards this target will 
only be possible when sustained economic growth has been restored to the Irish economy.

11/12/2012WRE00150Human Rights Issues

11/12/2012WRE00200117. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will raise the status and whereabouts of Ayman Taleb Abustah a prisoner in the Is-
raeli prison system with the Israeli authorities. [55115/12]

11/12/2012WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of reporting in relation to this individual by an Irish film maker who was recently in 
Gaza. My Department had not previously had any record of contact in relation to him, from 
family or NGOs. The NGO with which we usually deal on prisoners’ issues do not have any 
record of him. Another NGO has a record of an Ayman Taleb Abu Siteh, who is likely to be the 
same individual, but very limited information on his current status.  I am having further enqui-
ries made, including with the Israeli authorities. 

11/12/2012WRE00350Human Rights Issues

11/12/2012WRE00400118. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has made any representations to the Ugandan Government regarding the proposed 
creation of a legal offence of aggravated homosexuality which includes long prison sentences 
and even the death penalty; if this will be raised in Ireland’s capacity as a member of the UN 
Human Rights Council; if this will be a consideration in any future allocation of development 
aid to the Ugandan Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55187/12]
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11/12/2012WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land, together with our partners in the European Union, share the widespread concerns in rela-
tion to the draft Anti-Homosexuality Bill which is currently under consideration at committee 
level in the Ugandan Parliament.  We have been advocating strongly against the adoption of 
the proposed law. I raised the issue directly with President Museveni when I visited Uganda 
in July and I asked our Ambassador in Kampala to continue to follow developments closely.  
She and a group of EU Ambassadors outlined our serious concerns in a recent meeting with the 
Prime Minister of Uganda.  The regular structured EU political dialogue with the Government 
of Uganda also provides an important opportunity to highlight our concerns directly.  

In our dealings with the Government of Uganda we have made the case that the passing of 
any such legislation would be in conflict with Uganda’s international human rights obligations 
and would have a detrimental effect on the country’s relations with its international develop-
ment partners, including Ireland. The position of the Government of Uganda on the proposed 
law is that it was presented as a private member’s Bill and is not part of the Government’s 
legislative programme.  President Museveni has made a commitment to engage members of 
Parliament on the implications of this Bill for Uganda’s international relations and reputation.  

We, and our EU and other international partners, remain committed to ensuring that the citi-
zens of Uganda do not suffer violence or discrimination on the grounds of their sexual orienta-
tion, including through our role as a member of the UN Human Rights Council. Our Embassy 
in Uganda will continue to monitor developments closely in the coming weeks.

In relation to our development cooperation funding for Uganda, this has been provided for 
agreed programmes in the social, health and education sectors, through a number of channels.  
The programmes are regularly examined and evaluated to ensure we achieve effectiveness and 
value for money. As the Deputy will be aware, I have suspended all Irish Aid funding for pro-
grammes delivered through the Government of Uganda as a result of the misappropriation of 
funds intended for the Peace, Recovery and Development Programme.  Until these funds are 
restored and we are fully confident that the authorities have strengthened internal financial con-
trols and acted against all officials implicated in the fraud, the suspension of all funding through 
the Government of Uganda will remain in place. 

11/12/2012WRE00550Human Rights Issues

11/12/2012WRE00600119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which it has been found possible directly or in consort with his EU or UN 
colleagues to ascertain the basis on which an Irish citizen (details supplied) for more than 
twenty years has been detained in prison without charge for the past five years in Sri Lanka in 
violation of human rights and international law; if the appropriate bodies at EU and UN level 
are aware of the full circumstances in the case; if such detention is deemed acceptable; if any 
particular steps have been taken or are contemplated with a view to ensuring that the person’s 
rights as an Irish citizen are observed in the spirit and letter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55354/12]

11/12/2012WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As the 
Deputy may be aware from previous replies in relation to this Irish citizen, my officials remain 
in close and direct contact with the person’s spouse and family and liaise directly with them on 
any request for assistance or on any development on this case.  The Ambassador and officers 
in the Embassy in New Delhi, which is accredited to Sri Lanka, have also been very active in 
pursuit of progress in this difficult case.  I met with the person’s spouse, daughter and other 
family representatives of the person mentioned by the Deputy on 29 February 2012.  The per-
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son’s spouse and other family representatives also met with the Head of the Consular Division 
on 28 May 2012.  As a result of these meetings I once again wrote to the Sri Lankan Minister 
of External Affairs on 18 June 2012, urging on behalf of the Government of Ireland that the 
person mentioned by the Deputy be either released or charged at the earliest opportunity.  I also 
informed the Minister of External Affairs that I would like to personally meet with him in the 
margins of any international meeting at which we are both present, to discuss the case, should 
the opportunity arise.  A response to my letter is awaited.

The Sir Lankan authorities have confirmed that the person named by the Deputy is being 
detained under emergency legislation relating to the prevention of terrorism.  The case of the 
person mentioned by the Deputy has been raised with the EU Delegation in Colombo.  My 
Department will continue to liaise   with the EU Delegation and follow developments closely.  
I intend writing to Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy to seek her assistance on the human rights aspects of the case.

Sri Lanka underwent its Universal Periodic Review, or UPR, at the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva on the 1st of November this year. In advance questions to Sri Lanka, Ireland 
raised the issue of legal safeguards for persons suspected or charged under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act, stressing the importance of trials taking place within a reasonable time frame. 
Ireland also requested information on any actions taken or plans to begin a process of reintegra-
tion for those in detention following the end of the conflict in Sri Lanka in May 2009, or infor-
mation on any plans to begin legal proceedings in accordance with due process against those in 
detention. Finally, Ireland recommended that the Government of Sri Lanka take steps to ensure 
that all detainees are afforded a fair trial within a reasonable time period.

There has been a significant development in the case in the past few days where his lawyers 
informed the person’s family that the Sri Lankan authorities would formally charge him on 
Monday 10 December 2012.  When, he appeared before the court, the case was postponed to 
Tuesday, 18 December 2012.  Our Embassy in New Delhi has been informed of this and, while 
they are precluded from intervening in any way in judicial proceedings, they will continue to 
provide all possible consular assistance.

I am most conscious and concerned about the fact that the person mentioned by the Deputy 
has now spent five years in detention without charge.  I can assure the Deputy that I and my 
officials will render all possible consular assistance.

11/12/2012WRE00750Undocumented Irish in the USA

11/12/2012WRE00800120. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the progress made to date on the introduction of an E-3 visa for Irish citizens wishing to 
work in the United States of America; the discussions, if any, that have taken place with repre-
sentatives on Capitol Hill on the implementation of comprehensive immigration reform in the 
USA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55423/12]

11/12/2012WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
outcome of the recent US Presidential election would appear to have advanced the prospects 
for the necessary reform of US immigration systems and procedures that would help improve 
the situation of undocumented Irish immigrants in the United States.    Much further debate and 
discussion is likely to be required within the US political system as to what such reform might 
comprise. Through our Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American com-
munity representatives, our contacts with the US Administration and Congress will intensify 
even further over the coming weeks and months with a view to ensuring that the interests and 
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concerns of undocumented Irish immigrants are fully reflected in any future legislative deal 
that emerges in this area. A resolution of the situation for undocumented Irish migrants in the 
US will also continue to be pursued by myself and the Taoiseach at every suitable opportunity.  
Most recently, I discussed the issue of E-3 visas and comprehensive immigration reform with 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during her visit to Dublin.  

11/12/2012WRE00950Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRE01000121. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a 
list of all new services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery 
since March 2011. [55432/12]

11/12/2012WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
March 2011, my Department has introduced the Certificate of Irish Heritage scheme.   Having 
considered the technology and marketing expertise required to underpin the successful opera-
tion of the Certificate of Irish Heritage internationally, the Department decided to implement 
the service as a concession.  This concession was awarded to FEXCO following a public tender 
published in April, 2010.  

Under the terms of a concession agreement dated 26 May, 2011, the programme is operated 
on behalf of my Department by FEXCO on a cost-neutral basis to the Department.   The Agree-
ment provides that FEXCO develop the web systems and necessary software and also process 
applications, issue certificates and be the initial point of contact for all customer enquiries.  The 
initial one year contract was renewed earlier this year for a second year.

The possibility of providing new services on a similar basis will be kept under review.

11/12/2012WRE01150Passport Applications

11/12/2012WRE01200122. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the criteria pertaining to obtaining Irish language versions of passports; if it is the 
case that only the name on the applicants official birth certificate is acceptable and that this 
negates against those wishing to use the Irish version of their name; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55504/12]

11/12/2012WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): At the 
outset, I should point out that the standard printed text detail on each passport is jointly in the 
Irish and English languages.  Other languages appear in a much smaller degree in the text on the 
data and observation pages of the book.  The text and format of this print meets ICAO standards 
and is consistent with best international practice.

In terms of the name that can appear on a passport, Section 10 of the Passports Act, 2008 
(the Act) broadly provides that a passport will issue in the name of a citizen as it appears on 
his/her birth certificate.  If the Irish form of the name is registered on the birth certificate, then 
this is the name which would appear on the passport.  However, name change from that which 
appears on a person’s birth certificate is permitted under the Act for example in situations such 
as marriage.

Moreover, where the requested name to appear on the passport is the Irish version of the 
English registered birth name, the Passport Service requires evidence of the use of this new 
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name and identity over a two year period.  There is discretion under the Act in terms of the two 
year proof of usage requirement.  While such discretion has been normally applied in the past in 
cases of domestic abuse etc, care must be taken to mitigate the risk that name change requests 
are being used for identity swapping purposes.  Such activity would put the high international 
regard for the integrity of the Irish passport at risk.

The Passport Service has put in place an alternative option to assist citizens who wish to 
use the Irish form of his/her name, but who lack the necessary two years proof of use.  In these 
circumstances the birth cert name will continue to be personalised on the passport with, addi-
tionally, the Irish form of the name added as an observation on his/her passport.  Once the two 
year proof of usage has been obtained, the passport holder can re-apply for a new passport in 
his/her Irish name without any observation.  

This policy seeks to protect the integrity and security of our passports against passport or 
identity fraud, while at the same time facilitating those genuine citizens, who wish to use the 
Irish language more frequently in their daily lives.

11/12/2012WRE01350Tax Reliefs Availability

11/12/2012WRE01400123. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered extend-
ing the vehicle registration tax for electric vehicles beyond December 2012. [55345/12]

11/12/2012WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VRT reliefs for electric vehicles (up 
to €5,000), plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (up to €2,500), and hybrid and flexible fuel vehicles 
(up to €1,500), which were due to end on 31 December 2012,  have been retained for a further 
12 months to end December 2013. 

11/12/2012WRE01550Sale of State Assets

11/12/2012WRE01600124. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding plans 
to deliver upon the objectives of NewERA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55414/12]

11/12/2012WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NewERA has been established within 
the NTMA, initially on a non-statutory basis. It is performing a centralised shareholder ad-
visory role from a financial and commercial perspective in respect of corporate governance 
matters for five commercial semi-state companies: ESB, Bord Gais Eireann, EirGrid, Bord na 
Mona and Coillte. It is providing advice to Government Departments in relation to a range of 
financial activities in these commercial State companies including investment proposals, corpo-
rate plans, capital expenditure projects, financial statements, funding proposals and other items 
required by statute and by the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies.   It is also 
assisting from a financial perspective in the development and implementation of Government 
plans for investment in energy, water and next-generation telecommunications and is working 
closely with the relevant Government Departments in these areas.

In addition, where requested by Government, it is carrying out advisory and oversight 
roles in relation to the possible restructuring or disposal of commercial State company as-
sets. NewERA’s role in these disposal processes is to assist and advise the relevant Govern-
ment Departments in representing the Government’s financial interests in the context of assets 
disposals and to ensure that Government-agreed timelines and financial objectives are clearly 
communicated to the relevant parties. It is also the responsibility of NewERA to ensure that the 
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Government Steering Group overseeing the transactions is kept fully informed of progress and 
developments with the goal of ensuring that the financial objectives of the process are achieved.   
My Department is currently preparing legislation to put NewERA on a statutory basis. 

11/12/2012WRE01750Banking Operations

11/12/2012WRE01800125. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of personal and or 
commercial loan accounts in Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, in which he is the shareholder 
of 100% of the shares, were found to have been charged interest rates in excess of those permit-
ted by contractual arrangements between bank and customer and the amount of money and or 
credit that was refunded to such accounts in 2009, 2010 and 2011. [55094/12]

11/12/2012WRE01900128. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation or its predecessor repossessed property and or appointed receivers to assets of any 
account holder who was charged interest rates in excess of those permitted by contractual ar-
rangements between bank and customer. [55097/12]

11/12/2012WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 125 
and 128 together.

I have been advised that it is not the practice of IBRC to disclose detailed information in 
relation to the dealings of any individual account holder with the Bank.  However, the Bank has 
informed me that it previously disclosed that it had made a provision of €67m, following an 
internal review of historical interest rate setting procedures, as applied to certain loan accounts. 
This internal review, which was conducted in 2010, addressed the period from 1990 to 2005 
to determine whether interest rates applied to customer loan accounts were consistent with the 
terms of the customer loan documentation. The Bank is nearing completion of this project and 
has made refunds to affected customers. The total cost of the refunds is now estimated at €45m 
to €50m.

11/12/2012WRE02050Banking Operations

11/12/2012WRE02100126. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of personal and or 
commercial loan accounts in Allied Irish Banks, in which he is the shareholder of 99.8% of the 
shares, including the Educational Building Society, were found to have been charged interest 
rates in excess of those permitted by contractual arrangements between bank and customer and 
the amount of money and or credit that was refunded to such accounts in 2009, 2010 and 2011. 
[55095/12]

11/12/2012WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the bank that 
any queries related to matters such as instances of potential overcharging are dealt with on a 
case by case basis by the bank with individual customers. Any potential broader issues which 
affect a greater population of customers are dealt with via established procedures in consulta-
tion with the Central Bank as regulator.

11/12/2012WRE02250Banking Operations

11/12/2012WRE02300127. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of personal and 
or commercial loan accounts in Permanent TSB, in which he is the shareholder of 99.5% of the 
shares, were found to have been charged interest rates in excess of those permitted by contrac-
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tual arrangements between bank and customer and the amount of money and or credit that was 
refunded to such accounts in 2009, 2010 and 2011. [55096/12]

11/12/2012WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised that Permanent TSB 
has approximately 1.8 million customer accounts. Given this volume of accounts it is inevitable 
that from time to time errors will arise and Permanent TSB is committed to minimising such 
errors, and where they do occur, ensuring that the errors are rectified as soon as possible.    Per-
manent TSB has informed me that in the years 2009-2011 inclusive there have been incorrect 
interest rates charged on a total of 838 accounts. This represents less than 0.05% of the number 
of accounts in operation during that time. The total amount of refunds given was €4.3 million, 
the majority of which occurred in 2010. During this time period PTSB had interest receivable 
of €3.8 billion so the total amount refunded is just 0.1% of interest receivable in the period. 

The data relates to mortgage loans where the customer paid an interest rate in excess of the 
agreed rate. These errors have been notified through the Banks Customer Impact process or 
through a project forum from 2009 to date. Customers impacted by these errors have received 
remediation in compliance with the Consumer Protection Code and the Central Bank was ad-
vised as required under that Code. 

  Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 125.

11/12/2012WRE02550Banks Recapitalisation

11/12/2012WRE02600129. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the amount of public mon-
ey invested by the State in the Bank of Ireland since 2008; the fees paid by the bank for the vari-
ous deposit guarantees since then; the other sums paid by the bank to the state for repurchase of 
warrants and any other fees; what is our preference share holding and what is the coupon rate; 
the amount that has been paid to date and the amount that will be paid in future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55117/12]

11/12/2012WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As detailed in the table the State’s total 
net notional cash investment in Bank of Ireland (BOI) at 7/12/2012 was €2.1 billion. The State’s 
current investment in BOI is: 

-15% Ordinary Shares (i.e. 4,559 million shares). Share price of BOI at 06/12/12 was 12c.

-€1.8 billion Preference Shares with 10.25% coupon p.a.

-€1 billion Contingent Capital with a 10% coupon p.a.

Net Notional Cash Position of the State from Investment in and support provided to BOI.

€m Notes 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012(a) Total
Cash 
paid by 
State
Prefer-
ence 
Shares

(c) 3,500 3,500
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€m Notes 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012(a) Total
Ordinary 
Shares 
(net)

265    265

Con-
tingent 
Capital

(d) 1,000 1,000

Sub Total 3,500 1,265 4,765
Cash 
received 
by State 
(a)
Warrants 
pur-
chased

(e) (491) (491)

Recapi-
talisation 
fees

(30) (52) (98) (180)

2009 
Prefer-
ence 
Shares-
Coupons

(f)(g) (215)(g) (188)(g) (176)(a) (579)

2011 
Continent 
Capital 
Instru-
ment 
Coupons

(42)(g) (93)(a) (135)

Excep-
tional 
Guaran-
tee Fees 
CIFS & 
ELG

(32) (139) (343) (449) (328)(b) (1,291)

Subtotal (32) (169) (1,101) (777) (597) (2,676)
Total (32) 3,331 (1,101) 488 (597) 2,089

Notes:

(a) 2009 Preference Share Coupons and Contingent Capital Coupons for 2012 are those due 
or paid in the period 01/01/2012 – 7/12/2012.

(b) 2012 Exceptional Guarantee fees are the fees paid up to 31/10/2012.

(c) €3500 million Preference Shares invested in March 2009. €1663 million Preference 
Shares converted to Ordinary Shares in the May 2010 Capital Raise.

(d) Contingent Capital Investment during 2011 Capital Raise.

(e) Warrants attaching to the 2009 Preference Shares purchased for cash by BOI through 
private capital raised during the 2010 Capital Raise.
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(f) Excludes €250 million paid in shares in February 2010 as a consequence of EU imposed 
“Dividend Stopper”, subsequently lifted.

(g) Includes cash coupons paid / due in subsequent years with respect to these years.

In the period 30/09/2008 to 13/11/2012 BOI liabilities covered by Exceptional Guarantees 
have reduced from €136 billion to less than €28 billion. In its Interim Management Statement 
issued on 13/11/2012 BOI advised that “we are prepared for and ready for the expiry of the 
ELG”.

BOI have informed me that they cannot forecast potential future coupon payments to the 
State under the 2009 Preference Shares or 2011 Contingent Capital investment as this would 
require assumptions regarding the future ownership and /or longevity of these instruments.

11/12/2012WRE02750NAMA Debtor Agreements

11/12/2012WRE02800130. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce the 
amount of expenses received by developers and builders whose properties or businesses are in 
the National Assets Management Agency. [55139/12]

11/12/2012WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This is an operational matter for NAMA.  
However, I am advised by NAMA that, where necessary for the preservation and enhancement 
of the value of property securing its loans, it permits the retention of appropriate overheads by 
debtors. NAMA advises that it has typically required debtors to reduce their business overheads 
by between 50% and 75% on the levels prevailing prior to its acquisition of loans. The alterna-
tive to retaining debtors in this capacity is to appoint insolvency practitioners and I understand 
that this is a more expensive option which NAMA seeks to avoid, where possible, given its 
mandate to protect the interests of taxpayers.

11/12/2012WRE02950Banking Sector Regulation

11/12/2012WRE03000131. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the changes in auditing and 
regulatory practices that have been enacted since the banking crash in 2008 and since the ap-
pointment of a person (details supplied) as head of regulation at the Central Bank of Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55186/12]

11/12/2012WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by my colleague, 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, that Directive 2006/43/EC of the 17 August 
2006 introduced new rules on statutory audits of annual accounts and consolidated accounts.   
The Directive provides for the reinforcement and harmonisation of the statutory audit function 
throughout the EU.  It clarifies the duties of statutory auditors and provides for their indepen-
dence and ethical standards; introduces a requirement for external quality assurance; provides 
for public oversight of the audit profession, including third country auditors, and improved 
cooperation between oversight bodies in the EU. It also provides a basis for international coop-
eration between regulators in the EU and in third countries. It also requires listed companies to 
set up an audit committee with clear functions to perform.

By means of S.I. No. 220 of 20th May, 2010, effect was given to those aspects of Directive 
2006/43/EC not already provided for in Company Law.  

In relation to financial regulatory practices, the Central Bank Reform Act 2010,  replaced 
the previously related bodies, the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland and 
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the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority, with a single unitary body, the Central Bank 
of Ireland (the Bank) and provided for new powers to be exercised by the Bank to ensure the 
fitness and probity of nominees to key positions within financial service providers and of key 
office-holders within those providers. 

Following on from the Central Bank Reform Act, 2010, the Central Bank (Supervision and 
Enforcement) Bill was published in July 2011. The bill enhances the Central Bank’s regulatory 
powers, drawing on the lessons of the recent past in Ireland and abroad, and strengthens the 
ability of the Central Bank to impose and supervise compliance with regulatory requirements 
and to undertake timely prudential interventions.  The bill also provides the Central Bank with 
greater access to information and analysis and underpins the credible enforcement of Irish fi-
nancial services legislation in line with international best practice. The Central Bank (Supervi-
sion and Enforcement) Bill 2011 is expected to be enacted in the first quarter of 2013.

During 2011, the Bank updated its action plan for strengthening supervision of credit in-
stitutions across a comprehensive range of areas. As part of its supervisory work, the Bank 
launched PRISM (Probability Risk and Impact System), its new risk assessment framework 
which establishes a new adaptive approach for supervisory engagement with regulated firms.

The Bank published a revised Consumer Protection Code in October 2011. The review of 
the Code, which came into effect on 1 January 2012, represents the most significant strengthen-
ing of protections for consumers of financial institutions since the launch of the initial Code in 
August 2006.

The Central Bank advises me that its regulatory activity has intensified with increases in 
staff numbers and skill levels. The Central Bank has also taken a number of measures under its 
“Banking Supervision - our new approach” to banking supervision which they introduced in 
June 2010 and updated in June 2011:

-During 2011 the Central Bank has re-organised its internal banking supervision structures.

-The Central Bank has invested heavily in training all supervisory staff.

-A panel of risk advisors with specialist and industry expertise has been in operation since 
September 2010.

11/12/2012WRE03150Tax Rebates

11/12/2012WRE03200132. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Finance when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will get receipt of the tax repayment that is due to him; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55204/12]

11/12/2012WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they have examined the matter and that a repayment in respect of 2011 will issue 
in this case shortly.

11/12/2012WRE03350Mortgage Interest Relief Application

11/12/2012WRE03400133. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a 
tax rebate claim in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55210/12]
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11/12/2012WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This is a matter for the Revenue Com-
missioners who are responsible for the administration of mortgage interest relief through the 
Tax Relief at Source (TRS) system. I am advised by Revenue that the person in question applied 
for mortgage interest relief on a top-up loan on 21 April 2009. Relief was initially granted but, 
due to changes to mortgage interest relief rules, was ceased with effect from June 2009. Rev-
enue wrote to the person in question at that time to establish continued entitlement to the relief 
in line with the revised mortgage interest relief rules. However no response was received and 
no further relief was granted.   The person in question made a further application for mortgage 
interest relief in respect of the same loan on 4 October 2012. On receipt of the new application 
Revenue made contact with the person to further clarify details in relation to the loan and hav-
ing received the necessary information recommenced payment of the mortgage interest relief. 
From January 2013, the interest relief will be paid at source through the mortgage provider 
while the arrears relating to the years 2009 to 2012 will be paid directly to the individual by 
Revenue in the coming weeks.

11/12/2012WRF00150Overseas Development Aid Oversight

11/12/2012WRF00200134. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the visit by 
the chair of the Committee of Public Accounts to investigate corruption in African countries 
and in view of the U.K. Public Accounts Committee calling multi-national corporations into 
Westminster to examine their profits and tax responsibilities, if he will request the Committee of 
Public Accounts to call in multi-national companies to outline their responsibilities in relation 
to payment of corporate tax here. [55243/12]

11/12/2012WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I should take this opportunity to high-
light the significant contribution that multinational companies make to the Irish economy, both 
in terms of generating employment and contributing tax revenue.  According to an Autumn 
2012 Report from IDA Ireland, 146,000 people are directly employed by multinationals in Ire-
land, and the total of direct and indirect jobs attributable to multinationals is around 250,000.

The corporation tax responsibilities of multinationals in Ireland are clear: all companies in 
Ireland pay the 12.5% rate on their trading profits which are generated in Ireland.  

I am, however, aware of recent media reports which refer to the ways that some companies 
structure their international tax affairs to minimise their global tax costs.  The ability of enti-
ties to lower their global rate of tax using international structures reflects the global context in 
which Ireland and indeed all countries operate.  Ireland is fully supportive of international ef-
forts to ensure fairness in taxation.  Ireland participates fully in the EU Code of Conduct Group, 
which addresses harmful tax competition, and in the OECD Forum on Harmful Tax Practices.

In relation to the specific question raised by the Deputy, I would emphasise that it is for the 
Public Accounts Committee to organise their own schedule of work.

11/12/2012WRF00350Tax Yield

11/12/2012WRF00400135. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT and excise 
duty collected on agricultural diesel for each of the past three years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55315/12]

11/12/2012WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the agricultural sector uses two types of diesel namely Marked Gas Oil (MGO) 
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and Auto-Diesel. Both MGO and Auto-Diesel are also used in residential and other commercial 
sectors and excise returns are not captured by sector.  

Similarly, the information to be furnished on VAT returns does not require the yield from 
particular sectors of trade to be identified. In the circumstances the amount of VAT collected in 
respect of diesel, regardless of sector, cannot be identified in the overall yield of VAT. 

11/12/2012WRF00550Credit Availability

11/12/2012WRF00600136. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance if reclassification of debt or 
the exiting of Bank of Scotland Ireland from the Irish market is responsible for the reduction in 
credit to households for house purchases of €4.1 billion and the increase of credit to investment 
and pension funds of €3.15 billion between July and August 2009; the reduction of household 
loans by €7.55 billion and the increase of loans to funds by €6.09 billion between November 
and December 2010; the reduction in household loans of €17.17 billion and increase in credit 
extended to financial funds by €16.23 billion between September and October 2011; if these 
changes are considered to be household deleveraging; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55336/12]

11/12/2012WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy refers to changes in the 
outstanding amounts of credit advanced to Irish households by credit institutions resident in the 
State, as published in the Central Bank’s Money and Banking Statistics.  

I have been informed by the Central Bank that the developments in this series in 2009 and 
2011 noted by the Deputy do not reflect issues related to Bank of Scotland (Ireland), but rather 
the derecognition of securitised loans from the statistical balance sheet of other credit institu-
tions in the State.  The developments noted in 2010 do reflect, inter alia, the closure of Bank of 
Scotland (Ireland) and the transfer of outstanding loans to its parent in the UK.  

All issues highlighted by the Deputy refer to changes in outstanding amounts on the statis-
tical balance sheet of credit institutions in the State, and by themselves do not reflect wholly 
household deleveraging.  These changes can result from a number of factors, such as securi-
tisation or other loan transfers, reclassification, valuation effects, and the underlying business 
transactions of loan draw-downs and repayments.  

The Central Bank provides transactions data in Money and Banking Statistics  to determine 
the underlying change in credit due to draw-downs and repayments and considers that these 
developments more comprehensively reflective of deleveraging.  For the months mentioned in 
the question, loans to households from Irish resident credit institutions decreased by a net €169 
million, €725 million and €612 million respectively, based on repayments exceeding draw-
downs.  These data are presented from the perspective of the credit institutions balance sheet.  

I am advised that the Central Bank considers that deleveraging by the household can be 
better analysed in its publication Quarterly Financial Accounts.  This series shows that Irish 
households have reduced their loan liabilities by €20.6bn from 2009 Q4 to 2012 Q2.

11/12/2012WRF00750Illegal Moneylenders

11/12/2012WRF00800137. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the number of licences that have 
issued to moneylenders; the number of convictions in each of the past five years for illegal 
trading as a moneylender; the checks, if any, that are carried out by the Central Bank of Ireland 
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on licensed moneylenders to ensure they are charging the declared interest rate; his plans to 
cap the rate of APR charged by moneylenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55371/12]

11/12/2012WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Moneylenders are licensed by the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland in accordance with the provisions of Part VIII of the Consumer Credit 
Act 1995 (as amended). Moneylenders have to apply to the Central Bank each year for re-
newal of the licence. In addition to the provisions of the Consumer Credit Act 1995, a licensed 
moneylender must comply with the provisions of the Consumer Protection Code for Licensed 
Moneylenders (the Code) and with the European Communities (Consumer Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2010. 

I have been advised by the Central Bank that, as at 29 November 2012, there are 44 licensed 
moneylenders. 

Compliance with the terms and conditions of the licence is monitored on an ongoing basis by 
the Central Bank through supervision, themed inspections, mystery shopping, consumer intel-
ligence and complaints from the Financial Services Ombudsman.  Failure to adhere to the terms 
and conditions of the licence may lead to proceedings under the Central Bank’s Administrative 
Sanctions Procedures, which enable the Central Bank to sanction and fine regulated entities for 
breaches of regulatory requirements.  Since 1 December 2011, licensed moneylenders are also 
subject to a fitness and probity regime. The Central Bank undertook a themed inspection of 
licensed moneylenders in 2010. The main findings were that, overall there was a high level of 
compliance among firms and that consumers were charged in accordance with moneylenders’ 
authorised APRs and costs of credit. The Central Bank carried out another themed inspection of 
moneylenders recently and is currently finalising reports. 

Interest rates charged are not regulated by the Central Bank so each institution determines 
the rate it charges its customers, depending on a number of factors, including risk. Interest rate 
caps for moneylenders are not provided for in the Consumer Credit Act, 1995.  As the Deputy 
is aware, I mentioned in the House on 18 July 2012, at the conclusion of the debate on the Pri-
vate Members’ Bill on the issue of capping the interest rate charged by licensed moneylenders, 
that I would draw to the attention of the Governor of the Central Bank, the concerns and points 
raised during the debate. I have received a reply from the Governor and its contents are being 
examined. 

The Central Bank endeavours to increase disclosure and understanding of the costs associ-
ated with loans provided by moneylenders and the Consumer Protection Code for Licensed 
Moneylenders requires the disclosure of the all the fees, costs and interest in a clear manner. 
Prior to entering into a loan agreement with a consumer where the APR is 23% or higher, the 
licensed moneylender must prominently display that fact and use the words typed in high font: 
‘Warning: This is a high-cost loan.’ 

I have been informed by my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality, that persons 
operating as illegal moneylenders are in breach of the law.  It is a matter for An Garda Siochana 
to investigate their activities.  Under Section 98 of the Consumer Credit Act 1995, An Garda 
Siochana have sole responsibility for the investigation and prosecution of such offences. The 
Central Bank has no function or power in this regard.  If the Central Bank has reason to believe 
that a person is operating as an illegal moneylender, the matter is reported to An Garda Siocha-
na.  The latest available figures provided by the Courts Service, as at 1 November 2012, indicate 
that no prosecutions for illegal moneylending have been recorded over the past five years.
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11/12/2012WRF00950Public Sector Receipts

11/12/2012WRF01000138. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 227 of 27 November 2012, if he will provide a breakdown by Department and scheme 
of the expected public sector receipts from the EU budget in 2012 and 2013 of €1.85 billion and 
€1.7 billion respectively. [55388/12]

11/12/2012WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The table below contains estimates of 
expected Irish public sector receipts from the European Union for 2012 and 2013 and is pre-
sented in the format of the Budget and Economic Statistics published by the Department of 
Finance.

The 2012 figures are based on estimates of expected receipts provided earlier this year by 
Government Departments. Accordingly, these figures are likely to be revised when the final 
outturn for this year is fully known. Equally, the 2013 forecast is based upon a number of as-
sumptions, including the estimated 2012 receipts and may also be subject to change.

Breakdown of Public Sector Receipts from the EU Budget (millions)

EAGF EAFRD ESF ERDF Cohesion Other Total
Year European 

Agri-
culture 
Guaran-
tee Fund

European 
Agri-
cultural 
Fund for 
Rural 
Develop-
ment

European 
Social 
Fund

European 
Regional 
Devel-
opment 
Fund

Cohesion 
Fund

2012 1,280 320 80 70 0 80 1,830
2013 1,260 190 60 120 10 80 1,720

The main Paying Authorities for EU public sector receipts are the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Food & the Marine (EAGF, EAFRD), Education & Skills (ESF) and Public Expenditure & 
Reform (ERDF, Cohesion Fund).

The “Other” column includes expected receipts from the following areas: the Veterinary 
Fund, the European Fisheries Fund (Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine), Educa-
tion programmes including Erasmus and Youth in Action (Department of Education & Skills), 
and the European Energy Programme for Recovery (Department of Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources). A number of other smaller programmes are also included under this 
heading.

11/12/2012WRF01150NAMA Court Cases

11/12/2012WRF01200139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to publication by the 
National Assets Management Agency of a report into the purchase of a property under its con-
trol by a former employee, if he will provide details of the two independent valuations of the 
property which NAMA previously claimed had been undertaken; specifically the dates of the 
valuations and the valuation amounts or ranges. [55389/12]

11/12/2012WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I do not intend to go beyond the exten-
sive information that NAMA, based on legal advice, has already made publicly available on 
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this matter. 

On 27th November, NAMA published, in line with the commitment by the NAMA Chair-
man at the recent meeting of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure 
and Reform, the detail of a report by its internal auditors, Deloitte, on the transaction. This 
report outlines the sequence of events relating to the transaction, the disclosure requirements 
imposed on NAMA staff under the NAMA Act 2009 and associated codes of practice, and the 
key recommendations made by Deloitte, all of which have been accepted by the NAMA Board 
and which now have been implemented.   

The Deputy will also be aware that the NAMA Chairman provided considerable detail on 
the transaction at that recent meeting of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

11/12/2012WRF01350Departmental Legal Case Numbers

11/12/2012WRF01400140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to a newspaper report 
that the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation requested a borrower to withdraw a complaint by the 
borrower against a company (details supplied) the reason IBRC would specifically or in general 
adopt such an approach to one of its borrowers. [55390/12]

11/12/2012WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed that it should be 
noted that the newspaper article in question published details of privileged information and the 
Bank has not waived the privilege attaching to that information. These matters are the subject 
of on-going litigation and it is not appropriate for the Minister to make any comment. 

11/12/2012WRF01550Departmental Legal Case Numbers

11/12/2012WRF01600141. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent applica-
tion by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in the High Court where a company (details sup-
plied) is named as the respondent, if he will provide an outline of the application and remedies 
sought by IBRC. [55391/12]

11/12/2012WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): IBRC have advised me that it issued 
proceedings on 27 November 2012 against the company referred to in the question. These pro-
ceedings relate to the role of that company as auditors to Anglo Irish Bank Plc. pre-nationalisa-
tion. As this matter is now the subject of litigation, it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
further at this time. 

11/12/2012WRG00150Housing Statistics

11/12/2012WRG00200142. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the estimated number of residential properties in the State in market value bands of 
€50,000, that is between €0 to €50,000, between €50,000 to €100,000 and so on; and if he will 
provide the source or basis for these estimates. [55394/12]

11/12/2012WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): No database exists as yet containing the 
valuations of the housing stock in the State.  The estimated percentages of residential properties 
per valuation band based on (a) the property price register and (b) data used in the Report of the 
Inter-Departmental Group on the Design of a Local Property Tax, chaired by Dr. Don Thornhill 
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(the “Thornhill report”) are as follows:

Bands Property Price Register Thornhill Report
0-100000 27.4% 7.20%
100001-150000 21.0% 33.70%
150001-200000 19.2% 32.00%
200001-250000 11.2% 14.90%
250001-300000 6.7% 6.21%
300001-350000 4.4% 2.72%
350001-400000 2.6% 1.37%
400001-450000 1.7% 0.72%
450001-500000 1.3% 0.39%
500001-550000 1.0% 0.23%
550001-600000 0.6% 0.12%
600001-650000 0.5% 0.10%
650001-700000 0.4% 0.07%
700001-750000 0.3% 0.03%
750001-800000 0.2% 0.03%
800001-850000 0.2% 0.03%
850001-900000 0.2% 0.02%
900001-950000 0.1% 0.03%
950001-1000000 0.1% 0.01%
>1000000 1.0% <1%
Total 100% 100%

[The figures above have been rounded, so the columns may not total 100%.]

In the absence of a property price register at the time of the Thornhill group, the group used 
unpublished Central Statistics Office (CSO) data based on mortgage transactions and the CSO’s 
property price index to estimate a distribution of property values.

In Autumn 2012, a national register of property values was published for the first time based 
on actual transactions in the years 2010 to 2012.  The register is published by the Property Ser-
vices Regulatory Authority (PRSA) based on Stamp Duty data from the Revenue Commission-
ers and is updated on an on-going basis.  The distribution from the register results in a higher in-
cidence of higher value properties.  However, caution should be applied to this approach given 
the low number of transactions, the high percentage of non-mortgage transactions (i.e., cash 
transactions) and the possible bias in recent transactions towards transactions of higher quality 
housing stock which may not represent the generality of housing valuations in the State. 

11/12/2012WRG00350Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRG00400143. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all new services across his 
Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 2011. [55431/12]

11/12/2012WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware my Depart-
ment is policy focused and does not have a large number of transactional staff and as such my 
Department does not immediately lend itself to external service delivery.  My Department has 
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not introduced any new service since March 2011.  Notwithstanding the nature of activity in my 
Department they are working closely with their colleagues in the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform  in relation to the Banking and Accounting , Human Resources and Payroll 
Shared Services Projects which may offer an opportunity for some external service delivery.

11/12/2012WRG00550Tax Code

11/12/2012WRG00600144. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if a person had reached a 
tax settlement with the Revenue Commissioners under the 1994 tax amnesty, would this have 
included PRSI as well as PAYE; and if so, would stamps be owed as a result of any such settle-
ment including PRSI. [55459/12]

11/12/2012WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Tax Amnesty Scheme, provided 
for in the Waiver of Certain Tax, Interest and Penalties Act 1993, operated on a self assess-
ment basis and comprised two distinct parts, an incentive amnesty and a general amnesty.  The 
incentive amnesty related to outstanding tax, levy and health contribution liabilities in respect 
of income and/or capital gains of individuals for the period up to and including 5th April 1991.  
The incentive amnesty did not cover PAYE or PRSI liabilities.  Any PRSI liabilities had to be 
paid directly by the individuals concerned to the then Department of Social Welfare.

The general amnesty applied to all outstanding taxes in respect of individuals and compa-
nies for the period up to and including 5th April 1991.  PRSI liabilities were covered and were 
payable with the other tax arrears to the Revenue Commissioners.  I am advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that the person making the disclosure under the general amnesty should be 
aware of whether or not they had included PRSI in the disclosure and payment made

11/12/2012WRG00750Budget 2013

11/12/2012WRG00800145. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if a poverty impact 
assessment has been completed on Budget 2013; if a poverty proof report will be published; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55558/12]

11/12/2012WRG00900146. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if an equality im-
pact assessment has been completed on Budget 2013; if a gender impact assessment report will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55559/12]

11/12/2012WRG01000147. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if a regulatory im-
pact assessment has been completed on Budget 2013; if a regulatory impact assessment report 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55560/12]

11/12/2012WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 145 to 
147, inclusive, together. 

As I have stated recently in response to a number of related parliamentary questions, when 
focusing on the primary objectives of reducing the deficit and returning sustainability to the 
public finances, it has been of vital importance to the Government to spread the burden of the 
adjustments made in as fair and equitable a manner as possible, while also seeking to minimise 
their negative impact on economic growth.

I would like to make the Deputy aware that the Programme for Government does contain a 
commitment to require all public bodies to take due note of equality and human rights in carry-
ing out their functions.  Furthermore, the Cabinet handbook requires a statement on the likely 
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effects of the decision sought on equality and persons experiencing or at risk of poverty or so-
cial exclusion to be included in Memoranda to Government.  Consequently, Government does 
consider each of these important issues at an individual policy or programme level. I would also 
remind the Deputy that the State and its bodies take the provisions of equality legislation into 
account in the development and delivery of its policies and services.

In addition, a distributional analysis of proposed budget measures is performed each year 
based on various income levels for the different categories of income earners, for example 
single individuals, married one-earner couples with no children and married one-earner couples 
with children.  A distributional analysis which models the impacts on disposable income by 
income decile using SWITCH, the ESRI Tax-Benefit model, is also undertaken in evaluating 
various budgetary options.  Illustrative examples are contained in the Budget 2013 document.

With regard to Regulatory Impact Analysis, although it can potentially benefit all policy 
areas/regulations, it is not compulsory to apply RIA to the Finance Bill. Generally speaking, the 
revenue measures I introduced as part of Budget 2013 will be given legislative effect through 
the forth coming Finance Bill.  As detailed in the guidelines the publication of a RIA may not 
be appropriate in the case of tax law/regulations or the imposition of charges because of their 
sensitivity and the need to guard against possible evasion or avoidance.

Nonetheless, the Revenue Commissioners have an ongoing focus on minimising the admin-
istrative burden on business and have recently reported to Government that they have reduced 
the burden by 25%, saving business over €85 million a year.  Furthermore the latest World Bank 
report shows that Ireland continues to be the easiest country in the EU in which to pay business 
taxes.

The primary objective of Budget 2013 was to reduce further the deficit in our public fi-
nances in line with our commitments, since it is not sustainable to continue running such large 
deficits.  The measures introduced within the Budget are deemed necessary in order to reduce 
further the deficit in the public finances and so as to ensure continued adherence to fiscal targets 
set as part of the EU/IMF Programme. 

The Government has sought to implement the measures required to reduce the deficit in a 
manner that was as fair and equitable as possible and in a manner that would protect the emerg-
ing economic recovery.  While this is a difficult task and one which has required that difficult 
decisions be made by Government, I am satisfied that we are implementing the necessary ad-
justments in such a manner.

11/12/2012WRG01150Departmental Staff Rehiring

11/12/2012WRG01200148. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he has made an external ap-
pointment of an economist to head up his Departments Budget and Economic Policy Division. 
[55565/12]

11/12/2012WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): To date, no individual has been ap-
pointed to the Role of Chief Economist in my Department.

11/12/2012WRG01350Consultancy Contracts Issues

11/12/2012WRG01400149. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the following 
information in relation to IT consultants and IT external resources contracted to undertake IT 
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related work for the Revenue Commissioners, the total number and names of companies work-
ing on such projects in the years 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011; the number of persons supplied by 
these companies to work on such projects in the years 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011; the amount 
paid to each company for these services in the years 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011; the invoicing 
contract payment mechanism used, if it is by hour, by project, by person or by a combination 
of these mechanisms; the verification mechanisms in place to ensure that the invoicing/contract 
payment mechanisms reflect work actually carried out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55599/12]

11/12/2012WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the total number and names of companies working on IT related work in the years 
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 along with details of the amounts paid to the companies, and the 
payment basis used, are set out in the following tables.  Where the work was undertaken on a 
“per person per day” basis, details of the number of persons engaged are not available in the 
time permitted. Information regarding the number of persons engaged is not available where 
companies were engaged to deliver a specific body of work or project.  It should also be noted 
that the amount paid may not relate to work done solely in that particular year e.g. some work 
delivered in 2009 may not have been paid until 2010.

The work undertaken by external resources is supervised and authorised by Revenue man-
agers.  Payments in respect of resources working on per diem rates are based on the work-days 
reported by the relevant Revenue managers.  Payments in respect of project work are based on 
invoices certified by the relevant Revenue managers.  External resources working in Revenue 
are obliged to adhere to the Revenue Delivery Method (RDM) which is a comprehensive guide 
to the activities required to deliver high-value ICT solutions and services for Revenue.  It pro-
vides Revenue ICT teams with proven processes, deliverables and techniques that enable them 
to define what to do and how to do it.

Expenditure on external IT resources is required by Revenue to engage computer experts to 
develop, support and maintain critical IT projects, such as Integrated Taxpayer Processing and 
Revenue On-Line Services.  The software developments that result from such expenditure are 
tangible assets and are recognised as such in Revenue’s Annual Appropriation Account.  Con-
tracts are awarded following appropriate Request for Tender procedures.

Total number of 
companies

Names of the com-
panies

Amount paid  (€) Payment Mechanism

16 Year 2011
Accenture 11,690,379 Per person per day.
Deloitte 3,824,320 Per person per day.
Ergo Services Ltd 788,607 Per person per day.
Fujitsu (Ireland) 
Limited

993,011 Per person per day.

SQS Software Qual-
ity Systems (Ireland) 
Limited

714,848 Per person per day.

Version 1 Software 
Limited

2,667,121 Per person per day.

Advance Business 
Solutions

17,584 Per project.

Bull Information 
Systems Ireland

44,757 Per project.
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Total number of 
companies

Names of the com-
panies

Amount paid  (€) Payment Mechanism

Computer Associates 
Plc

13,310 Per project.

Gartner Group Ire-
land

30,967 Per project.

IBM Ireland Ltd 46,658 Per project.
Innovative Systems 
Inc.

21,772 Per project.

Janacon Solutions 
Ltd

2,541 Per project.

Luminary Solutions 13,510 Per project.
Microsoft 66,908 Per project.
National University 
of Ireland Maynooth

12,100 Per project.

19 Year 2010
Accenture 25,436,483 Per person per day.
Deloitte 4,090,874 Per person per day.
Distinct 164,121 Per person per day.
Ergo Services Ltd 194,604 Per person per day.
Fujitsu (Ireland) 
Limited

2,248,093 Per person per day.

SQS Software Qual-
ity Systems (Ireland) 
Limited

97,956 Per person per day.

System Dynamics 316,096 Per person per day.
Version 1 Software 
Limited

799,100 Per person per day.

Advance Business 
Solutions

2,647 Per project.

Bull Information 
Systems Ireland

7,079 Per project.

Computer Associates 
Plc

5,103 Per project.

ESRI 1,815 Per project.
Gartner 82,882 Per project.
IBM Ireland Ltd 20,644 Per project.
Inpute Technologies 
Ltd

28,556 Per project.

Microsoft 115,416 Per project.
SAS Institute Ltd 9,079 Per project.
Topsec Technology 4,617 Per project.
WCC Services 6,790 Per project.

21 Year 2009
Accenture 22,466,705 Per person per day.
Ergo Services Ltd 365,064 Per person per day.
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Total number of 
companies

Names of the com-
panies

Amount paid  (€) Payment Mechanism

Fujitsu (Ireland) 
Limited

9,343,927 Per person per day.

System Dynamics 4,452,885 Per person per day.
Adobe Systems Soft-
ware Irl Ltd

785,353 Per project.

Bull Information 
Systems Ireland

307,233 Per project.

Arekibo Ltd 48,531 Per project.
BearingPoint 
(KPMG Consulting)

63,945 Per project.

Computer Associates 
Plc

23,919 Per project.

Distinct Business 
Consulting Ltd

78,437 Per project.

Gartner Group Ire-
land

22,639 Per project.

Group 1 Software 3,452 Per project.
Innovative Systems 
Inc.

8,334 Per project.

Intalio Inc 66,743 Per project.
iQ Content Ltd 12,703 Per project.
JasperSoft 7,192 Per project.
Mule Source Inc 10,619 Per project.
National Council for 
the Blind

8,400 Per project.

SAS Institute Ltd 14,975 Per project.
Source Sense 2,374 Per project.
Sterling Commerce 20,972 Per project.

21 Year 2008
Accenture 28,927,781 Per person per day.
Fujitsu (Ireland) 
Limited

7,136,495 Per person per day.

System Dynamics 1,290,027 Per person per day.
Adobe Systems Soft-
ware Irl Ltd

889,937 Per project.

Arekibo Ltd 172,779 Per project.
Gartner Group Ire-
land

111,486 Per project.

SAS Institute Ltd 111,241 Per project.
Bull Information 
Systems Ireland

35,070 Per project.

Computer Associates 85,547 Per project.
Group 1 Software 352 Per project.
Innovative Systems 
Inc.

12,203 Per project.
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Total number of 
companies

Names of the com-
panies

Amount paid  (€) Payment Mechanism

Inpute Technologies 
Ltd

73,476 Per project.

Intalio Inc 12,100 Per project.
J A Nagle Consulting 2,662 Per project.
JasperSoft 33,183 Per project.
Luminary Solutions 70,957 Per project.
McKinsey & Com-
pany

36,300 Per project.

Mule Source Inc 25,873 Per project.
Rational Commerce 2,783 Per project.
Robiac 726 Per project.
Sterling Commerce 14,097 Per project.

11/12/2012WRG01550Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

11/12/2012WRG01600150. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the prac-
tical problem posed for first time buyers who wish to avail of enhanced mortgage interest relief 
in order to make their mortgage repayments affordable by drawing down their mortgage before 
the deadline of the 31 December next but find that their lending institution owing to its Christ-
mas holiday arrangements will not issue loan cheques after mid-month and the first time buyer 
is unable to draw down by that date and is consequently precluded from qualifying for the relief 
and if he will make arrangements to accommodate first time buyers who are discommoded by 
this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55657/12]

11/12/2012WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is, as I have stated in my 
Budget 2012 speech on 6 December 2011, and on many occasions in this House since, that 
mortgage interest relief for principal private residences will no longer be available to house pur-
chasers who purchase after the end of 2012 and will be fully abolished from 2018.  This means 
that a loan will have to be drawn down on or before 31 December 2012 in order to qualify for 
this relief.  I have no plans to review this decision and I believe that more than adequate notice 
of this decision has been provided.  As with all time-limited reliefs, there will always be people 
who just miss out, and that is why I have been as flexible as possible with the legislation within 
the current budgetary constraints.  However, I do not intend to extend the parameters of the 
measure any further.

As you will appreciate, I receive numerous requests for the introduction of new tax reliefs 
and the extension of existing ones.  You will also appreciate that I must be mindful of the pub-
lic finances and the many demands on the Exchequer given the current significant budgetary 
constraints.  Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile in themselves, reduce the tax base and make 
general reform of the tax system that much more difficult.

11/12/2012WRG01750Tax Code

11/12/2012WRG01800151. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the mer-
its or demerits of a tax initiative (details supplied). [55682/12]

11/12/2012WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy’s question, essentially, is 
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whether everyone might be required to submit a tax return.  The position is that in general, 
individuals whose income is taxed under the PAYE system are not required to submit a tax re-
turn annually because by and large it is not necessary.  As the Deputy will be aware, the PAYE 
system successfully operates to deduct the correct amount of tax in a seamless way from the 
vast bulk of PAYE employees and pensioners, and their taxable income is reported to Revenue 
by the employer/pension provider after the end of the tax year.  In addition, I am advised that 
the current practice of the Revenue Commissioners is to issue annual returns to specific groups 
of PAYE taxpayers whom they regard as potentially higher risk cases.  To my mind, this is an 
efficient and appropriate approach to this matter.  The alternative would require up to 2 million 
people to prepare and submit tax returns for no obvious benefit, and I would be concerned about 
the administrative and cost burden on both taxpayers and Revenue if the law was changed to 
make it mandatory for all PAYE employees to file an annual tax return.

Regarding State pensioners, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the majority 
of taxpayers do report details of their State pension entitlements to Revenue, even though they 
are not obliged to file an annual tax return but, in any event, Revenue now receives information 
on pensions paid by the Department of Social Protection (DSP).  This data exchange allows 
for the automatic deduction of tax by employers and pension providers on these pensions in 
appropriate cases.

Finally, mandatory tax returns would be unlikely to remove the need for means testing, 
given that means and income are not necessarily the same. However, the Revenue Commis-
sioners further advise that they are currently working with one Government Department and 
one public sector agency, both of whom conduct means-testing for State benefits to develop an 
interface that will allow those organisations get a full picture of all income returned to Revenue 
by the person concerned.

11/12/2012WRG01950FÁS Training Programmes

11/12/2012WRG02000152. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will arrange 
for FÁS to offer language courses to unemployed persons in Tallaght, Dublin 24; if he appreci-
ates the importance of such courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55594/12]

11/12/2012WRG02050Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am informed by FÁS that their Training Services in Tallaght focus on delivering vocational 
training and do not deliver programmes which solely focus on language skills.

I understand that students at third level currently have access to a wide range of foreign 
language courses that can be taken as core subjects or in combination with a range of other dis-
ciplines.  Almost 150 places were made available on language courses under the Springboard 
2012 programme in this regard.  Information on all language courses is available on the Quali-
fax website: www.qualifax.ie.

Furthermore, under the Back to Education Initiative (BTEI), County Dublin VEC is provid-
ing 2 “English for speakers of other languages” (ESOL) courses at FETAC level 3 and 1 ESOL 
course at FETAC level 4 which are based in the Adult Education Service, Tallaght.  They are 
also providing 2 ESOL courses at FETAC level 4 and 1 ISOL course at FETAC level 5 in Kil-
linarden Enterprise Park, in partnership with Dodder Valley Partnership.

In addition unemployed people may also access Language Training programmes with as-
sistance from the Training and Education Support Grant (TESG) which is administered by the 
Department of Social Protection.



11 December 2012

223

11/12/2012WRG02125FÁS Training Programmes

11/12/2012WRG02200153. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills has his attention 
been drawn to a delay in the organisation of FÁS training courses for apprentices usually run 
in January (details supplied), when a decision will be made in relation to whether these courses 
will go ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55680/12]

11/12/2012WRG02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
This is an operation matter for FÁS.  I am informed that the company in question has four ap-
prentices at present.  The position as regards their training is as follows:

Two apprentices will be scheduled to attend Metal Fabrication training in Cork Training 
Centre starting 14th January, 2013.

As one apprentice was registered on 30th November, 2012, they will not be due to be called 
to a Phase 2 course until March 2013.

Finally, one apprentice cannot progress their apprenticeship further at this time as they have 
to repeat Phase 2 examinations.

11/12/2012WRG02350School Transport Provision

11/12/2012WRG02400154. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 283 of 6 November 2012, if a person who is in receipt of separate remote 
area grants for two children attending two different schools who has had one payment stopped 
is in fact entitled to claim both payments [55065/12]

11/12/2012WRG02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme the maximum daily allowance 
payable under the Remote Area Grant is €5.10 per day.  The family, in question, are in receipt 
of this daily maximum. 

11/12/2012WRG02550Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRG02600155. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the allocation 
for the student assistance fund in 2012-2013 will be adequate to support the needs of students; 
if there are figures available to show the number of students that will require the support of the 
student assistance fund in the current academic year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55067/12]

11/12/2012WRG02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The objective of the Student Assistance Fund is to assist students, in a sensitive and compas-
sionate manner, who might otherwise, due to their financial circumstances, be unable to con-
tinue their third level studies.  The Fund is managed by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) 
on behalf of my Department and is administered by the individual third level institutions.

My Department has recently received an up to date report on the demand for the scheme 
from the HEA and this report is currently being considered.

11/12/2012WRG02750State Examinations Issues
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11/12/2012WRG02800156. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
issues raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding localisation of school standards. 
[55075/12]

11/12/2012WRG02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I published the Framework 
for Junior Cycle on 4th October.  One of its features is that the State Junior Certificate exami-
nation will be replaced, in a phased manner over the next eight years, by a new school-based 
approach to assessment in line with best practice internationally.  The Framework includes a 
number of measures to support and quality assure standards for the school based assessment 
across the three years of junior cycle.  The Junior Certificate is no longer a high stakes examina-
tion, unlike the GCSE in England and Wales, as the vast majority of Junior Certificate students 
progress on to senior cycle and present for the Leaving Certificate examination at the end of 
senior cycle.

The State Examinations Commission will provide final assessment papers and marking 
schemes for subjects until the new school-based system of assessment is established.  For Eng-
lish, Irish and mathematics they will continue in the interim to also mark the examination pa-
pers.  The NCCA is developing an Assessment and Moderation Toolkit that teachers, students 
and parents can use to support the new emphasis on school-based assessment.  A comprehen-
sive professional development service will be provided from 2013/2014 for teachers of each 
subject as the new specifications for the Framework are phased in from 2014-2017.  The CPD 
will cover new approaches to teaching and learning but particular attention will be given to as-
sessment modes which include both assessment for learning and assessment of learning.

11/12/2012WRG02950Schools Recognition

11/12/2012WRG03000157. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report on the 
progress made to date on the move towards permanent recognition of a school (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55087/12]

11/12/2012WRG03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the case of  the school, re-
ferred to by the Deputy, provisional recognition was initially awarded to the school in 2008 and 
has been extended year on year since.  A process is in place under which the school’s application 
for permanent  recognition is being actively considered.  This process is based on undertakings 
committed to by the school in 2007.  The undertakings reflect the standard criteria applicable 
to the recognition of all primary schools  and they require a satisfactory level of compliance 
from the school in respect of each criterion.  Officials from my Department met with the school 
concerned  in September 2012 and have since confirmed in writing that the school’s provisional 
recognition has been extended for three years to 31 August 2015.  This extension will allow the 
school the time necessary to progress the implementation of the changes in practice required 
to comply with the undertakings recommitted to by the school.  This extension of the school’s 
provisional recognition will not impede the school being granted permanent recognition within 
that period if the criteria for recognition are satisfactorily met.

11/12/2012WRG03150Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/12/2012WRG03200158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of funding from his Department for a centre (details supplied) in County Dublin in 2009, 
2010, 2011 and to date in 2012. [55090/12]

11/12/2012WRG03300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
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The Further Education Section of my Department provides an annual grant to County Dublin 
Vocational Education Committee (VEC) towards the non pay costs of  the Centre referred to by 
the Deputy.  In addition, the Social Inclusion Unit of my Department provides part-time teach-
ing hours to the Centre through the Special Education Part Time Hours Scheme.  Details of the 
funding provided in the years 2009 to 2012 is included in the table.

Carline Centre of Learning - funding 2009 to 2012

Year Further Education Special Education -
- non pay grant part time hours Total
2009          180,000.00 €          162,964.91 €  342,964.91 €
2010          170,000.00          142,117.69  312,117.69 
2011          170,000.00          133,260.73  303,260.73 
2012 (to end Nov)          170,000.00          123,754.92  293,754.92 

11/12/2012WRH00150Teacher Training Provision

11/12/2012WRH00200159. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the teach-
er refund scheme will be re-opened in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55092/12]

11/12/2012WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I intend to have a Teacher Fee 
Refund Scheme in 2013 and this scheme will apply to courses successfully completed during 
the 2011/12 academic year.  As in previous years the scheme will be administered by Marino 
Institute of Education. Full details of the scheme have yet to be finalised but I expect details to 
be available in the first quarter of 2013.  

11/12/2012WRH00350Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRH00400160. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an application 
for a third level Student Universal Support Ireland grant wil be approved in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55109/12]

11/12/2012WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has already been awarded and an award letter issued on 4th December 
2012.

11/12/2012WRH00550Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRH00600161. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; if this application will be processed as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55122/12]

11/12/2012WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has already been awarded and an award letter issued on 5th December 
2012.
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11/12/2012WRH00750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/12/2012WRH00800162. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding disability services north east and disability services south west, both co-funded 
by the Health Service Executive and FÁS; if it is the case that disability services in these areas 
are being put out to tender; the reason for same; the consultation that has taken place with ser-
vice providers across both areas or with REHAB nationally; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55124/12]

11/12/2012WRH00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am informed by FAS that all people with disabilities are eligible to access FÁS mainstream 
services. In addition vocational training for people with disabilities is provided through Spe-
cialist Training Providers (STPs), which provide training and employment services specifically 
for people with disabilities including people with physical, intellectual, mental health or sen-
sory disabilities. 

Learners on Specialist Training programmes have the opportunity to participate in training 
ranging from FETAC level 3 to level 5 on the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ). 
All training programmes delivered through these interventions address both the generic and 
vocational skills requirements of participating learners.

I understand that FÁS and the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (to which 
FÁS reported at the time) considered relevant EU legislation, case law and directives together 
with Department of Finance public procurement guidelines and agreed that a new approach to 
procurement of Specialist Training provision should be implemented.  This new approach to 
procurement of Specialist Training is being developed through an Official Journal of the EU 
tendering process which will be piloted in a number of regions. Specialist Training Providers 
including National Learning Network, which is part of the REHAB Group, have been advised 
of these developments on an ongoing basis since the process commenced.

It should be noted that FÁS is not responsible for the provision of disability services other 
than vocational training including Specialist Training for people with disabilities.

11/12/2012WRH00950School Transport Provision

11/12/2012WRH01000163. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of the 
difficulties that parents with different school aged children face with differing finishing times, 
if he will consider developing a single fare in addition to the return fare for school transport. 
[55127/12]

11/12/2012WRH01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
One of the main objectives of the School Transport Scheme is to ensure that, as far as possible, 
eligible children have a reasonable level of service while at the same time, ensuring that school 
transport vehicles are fully utilised in an efficient and cost effective manner.

In this regard, Bus Éireann generally plan and timetable school transport services for chil-
dren who are in attendance for the full school day.

Children in infant classes may have a school day that is one hour shorter than the length of 
the normal school day. This is a concession in the interests of young children and allows for a 
perceived inability on their part to sustain the work of the full day. It is a matter for the Board 
of Management of a particular school to decide whether the concession should be applied in the 
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case of the school or not. It is also a matter for the managerial authorities to arrange adequate 
supervision for children while they are on the school premises.

The annual charge for school transport is a contribution towards the overall cost and does 
not reflect the true cost of providing these services. 

11/12/2012WRH01150Adult Education

11/12/2012WRH01200164. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
for the delay in approving FETAC courses; the way that he intends to address this backlog; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55178/12]

11/12/2012WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
FETAC was formally dissolved on 6 November when I established the new amalgamated quali-
fications and quality assurance body, Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), which involved 
the amalgamation of FETAC with the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI) and 
the Higher Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC).

Significant work was undertaken by those bodies on the necessary core administrative 
preparations for the establishment of the new Authority. However, the establishment of QQI 
also involves the amalgamation of processes, including ones that have operated differently in 
the different agencies due to the history and nature of the different sectors. This will require 
the reconfiguration of current services such as the registration process for new providers, the 
validation and accreditation of programmes, the monitoring and review of providers and the 
development, review and certification of awards. This will include the development of formal 
guidelines, criteria and procedures pursuant to the new Qualifications and Quality Assurance 
(Education and Training) Act 2012.

It is anticipated that new applications will be accepted by QQI from Spring 2013.

11/12/2012WRH01350Schools Building Projects Status

11/12/2012WRH01400165. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps that he 
has taken to ensure that the school build programme in County Meath contributes to the local 
economy and job creation through the provision of local labour, local sourcing and other social 
clauses within the procurement process. [55182/12]

11/12/2012WRH01500172. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to ensure that the school build programme at Johnston, Navan, County Meath, contributes 
to the local economy and job creation through the provision of local labour, local sourcing and 
other social clauses within the procurement process. [55234/12]

11/12/2012WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 165 and 172 together.

It is a key principle, enunciated in the Public Procurement Guidelines, published by the 
NPPPU, that the public procurement function is discharged honestly, fairly, and in a manner 
that secures best value for public money. Contracting authorities must be cost effective and 
efficient in the use of resources while upholding the highest standards of probity and integrity.

The Guidelines require a competitive process carried out in an open, objective and trans-
parent manner to achieve best value for money in public procurement. This is in line with EU 
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Treaty principles and EU Directives on public procurement.

Essential principles to be observed in conducting all procurement functions include non – 
discrimination, equal treatment, transparency, mutual recognition, proportionality, freedom to 
provide service and freedom of establishment. The Directives impose legal obligations on pub-
lic bodies in regard to advertising and the use of objective tendering procedures for contracts 
above certain value thresholds. The estimated cost of the development at the school to which 
the Deputy refers is above the relevant threshold.  In common with the rest of the Public Sec-
tor, capital works projects in schools are tendered under the standard Public Works Contracts as 
required by the Department of Finance and the Government Contracts Committee for Construc-
tion (GCCC).

School Building Projects, including the one referred to by the Deputy, are tendered in com-
pliance with the above requirements. While building projects, by their nature, generally contrib-
ute to economic activity in the locality in which they are carried out, my Department does not 
regard it as feasible to use the Public Works Contracts to require contractors to use local labour 
or materials.

11/12/2012WRH01650Schools Building Projects Status

11/12/2012WRH01700166. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in locating a new site for the provision of a new school building (details supplied) in 
County Cork, a site that funding was ring fenced for in early 2012 and to date no progress has 
been made. [55184/12]

11/12/2012WRH01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is working 
with the relevant Local Authority in relation to identifying and acquiring a suitable site for the 
provision of permanent accommodation for the school referred to by the Deputy and options are 
currently being explored in that regard. However, given the sensitivities associated with land 
acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this point in time.

Once a suitable site has been identified and acquired, it is intended that the proposed build-
ing project will be progressed in accordance with the five year programme announced earlier 
this year.

11/12/2012WRH01850Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

11/12/2012WRH01900167. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Ministerial 
guidelines, as per SI No. 189 of 2012, Article 15 (8), which were issued to the awarding au-
thorities on 15 August 2012, are publicly available; if not, the reason for same; if he will have 
them published on-line as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55199/12]

11/12/2012WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Guidelines in accordance 
with the Student Grant Scheme 2012 are published for the guidance of the awarding authori-
ties and are available from my Department.  The guidelines have been made available at http://
www.studentfinance.ie/mp9519/further-downloads/index.html

11/12/2012WRH02050Student Grant Scheme Applications
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11/12/2012WRH02100168. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further 
to parliamentary question No. 323 of 27 November, 2012, when the Student Universal Support 
Ireland application will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cavan; 
the date on which first payment will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55201/12]

11/12/2012WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that in the case of the 
student referred to by the Deputy a decision has now been made and a letter will issue shortly 
directly to the student outlining the position. 

11/12/2012WRH02250Foreign Language Assistant Scheme

11/12/2012WRH02300169. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grants or funding 
made available to primary or post primary schools for the provision of foreign language skills; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55212/12]

11/12/2012WRH02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Foreign Language As-
sistant scheme has its origins in Cultural Agreements between Ireland and the countries of 
France, Germany, Spain, Austria and Italy.  Graduates or under-graduates from these countries 
exchange with their Irish counterparts and are placed in second level schools for an eight month 
period (October to May).

The purpose of the exchange is two-fold.  Firstly, it gives the assistants intending to proceed 
to a teaching career an opportunity to perfect their knowledge of the language and culture of the 
host country; the second objective is to improve the Irish students’ knowledge and understand-
ing of the foreign language and culture.  A total of 109 assistants were assigned to second-level 
schools in Ireland for the 2012/13 school year.  They receive a monthly allowance of €918.

As part of the Budget 2012 decisions, the Modern Languages in Primary Schools Initiative 
(MLPSI) ceased at the end of the 2011/12 school year.

The MLPSI was a pilot scheme involving approximately 550 primary schools and had been 
operating since 1998. There were approximately 270 schools employing part-time tutors to de-
liver language tuition. There were a number of tutors employed in more than one school and the 
number of tutors would be less than 270. The tutors were paid by school Boards of Management 
from grants issued by my Department. The grant was paid where the school could not teach the 
modern languages from within the existing staff.

11/12/2012WRH02450School Staffing

11/12/2012WRH02500170. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the EAL 
teacher granted in April this year to a school (details supplied) in County Dublin on an appeal 
was removed in October without any warning or input from the school. [55228/12]

11/12/2012WRH02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts for the current school year is set out in Primary Circular 0007/2012 
which is available on the Department website. In addition, the staffing appeal process at pri-
mary level includes the provision whereby schools with high concentration of pupils requiring 
English as an additional language (EAL) can apply for additional temporary language support 
posts. These EAL allocations are made on the basis of appeals by schools to the Primary Staff-
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ing Appeals Board.Teaching posts allocated on the basis of projected enrolments are allocated 
subject to verification of the projected enrolment at 30 September.

The school referred to by the Deputy sought a post under EAL criterion through the Primary 
Staffing Appeals Board. The school was notified by my Department on 23 April 2012 that the 
board had approved a temporary EAL post subject to achieving projected enrolments on 30 
September and that if the enrolments were not achieved the post would be suppressed.

As the projected enrolment was subsequently not achieved the temporary EAL post was 
withdrawn.

11/12/2012WRH02650Industrial Disputes

11/12/2012WRH02700171. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55232/12]

11/12/2012WRH02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The matter referred to by the 
Deputy involved two appeals to the Labour Court. The first concerned an appeal pursuant to the 
Industrial Relations Acts, 1946 to 2004. The second concerned an appeal of an earlier decision 
of a Rights Commissioner pursuant to the Protection of Employees (Part-Time Work) Act 2001.

The Labour Court hearing was held in June 2010.

The Department’s position was upheld, as the appeals were disallowed and the decision of 
the Rights Commissioner was affirmed by the Labour Court.

  Question No. 172 answered with Question No. 165.

11/12/2012WRH02950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/12/2012WRH03000173. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school leavers 
with Down’s Syndrome will have access to full training services from September; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55265/12]

11/12/2012WRH03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am informed by FAS that all their mainstream training options are available for all people 
with Disabilities. In addition, FÁS contracts with Specialist Training Providers countrywide 
to deliver training programmes for people with disabilities who do not avail of the mainstream 
options.  A range of specialist courses is available at two levels of training, Introductory Skills 
Training (IST) and Skills Specific Training (SST), at 49 locations across the country. The spe-
cialist training provision includes in-centre, employer based and blended learning approaches 
to accommodate learners training needs.

These training courses lead to certification from levels 3 – 5 in awards recognised on the 
National Framework of Qualifications. Entry to specialist training is open to all persons with 
disabilities over 16 years of age. Specialist training offers additional supports to learners which 
include individualised training and progression plans, literacy and numeracy support, longer 
training duration, adapted equipment, transport arrangements, enhanced programme content 
and enhanced trainer/learner ratio.

11/12/2012WRH03150Teacher Training Provision
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11/12/2012WRH03200174. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are any 
financial supports available for student teachers to facilitate their participation in the Gaeltacht 
placement programme where their means are limited; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55268/12]

11/12/2012WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the Government’s 
budgetary considerations and the Comprehensive Expenditure Review last year, a decision was 
made to abolish the payment of grants by this Department towards the cost of student teachers’ 
attendance at Gaeltacht courses. The decision came into effect for students commencing their 
programme of primary initial teacher education in the 2012/13 academic year. As the Deputy 
will be aware, priority is being given to protecting resources for front line services in the com-
ing years.

This move brings the primary ITE courses more into line with other degree programmes 
where students are required to bear the costs of additional special requirements themselves. 

The student grant is the main source of financial assistance available from the Irish State for 
students in full-time higher education undergraduate courses.  Postgraduate students who meet 
the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant will be eligible to have their post-graduate 
tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit. In addition, the field trip element of a fee grant 
may also be payable subject to the terms and conditions of the student grant scheme.  A fur-
ther limited number of students who would previously have qualified under the standard grant 
thresholds will qualify to have a contribution made towards the costs of their fees. 

In circumstances of particular need students may apply for support under the Student As-
sistance Fund which assists students in third-level institutions in exceptional financial need. 
Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer in the third level institution 
attended. The Access Officers themselves will also continue to provide support and advice to 
students to enable them to continue with their studies.

11/12/2012WRH03350Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRH03400175. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion for Student Universal Support Ireland grant in respect of a person (details supplied) will be 
granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55282/12]

11/12/2012WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that on the 2nd De-
cember, 2012 a request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the 
Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

11/12/2012WRJ00150School Accommodation

11/12/2012WRJ00200176. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to deal with 
the fact that Prefab 15 in a school (details supplied) has again, despite repairs, been leaking to 
the extent that the children have had to be moved to the PE hall, denying that facility to the 
entire school. [55286/12]

11/12/2012WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The matter referred to by the 
Deputy has been notified to my Department by the school in question. The school have advised 
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that an architect’s report on the roof is awaited which they will forward to the Department. 
Upon receipt of this report, the Department will liaise with the school directly.

11/12/2012WRJ00350Schools Building Projects Status

11/12/2012WRJ00400177. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the decision 
not to award a permanent building to Rush and Lusk Educate Together was made, in contra-
diction to previous commitments; by whom was the decision made; and the reason for same. 
[55297/12]

11/12/2012WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A rapid construction building 
similar to permanent school buildings supplied elsewhere was provided in 2008 on the site that 
is currently occupied by the school, referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy is aware, the building project for this school was included in the 5 Year 
Construction programme announced earlier this year. In the context of prioritising projects for 
inclusion in the Plan, the Planning and Building Unit in my Department made the decision that 
the school’s long term accommodation needs can be met by extending the school on its current 
site.  The project is currently being progressed through the architectural planning process and is 
intended to proceed to construction in 2015/16.

I am aware that Department officials recently met with the Board of Management of the 
school in relation to the project.

11/12/2012WRJ00550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

11/12/2012WRJ00600178. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans in place 
to provide for the needs of children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder as they progress from 
primary school to secondary school in the Dublin West area in 2013/2014 and beyond (details 
supplied). [55298/12]

11/12/2012WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special classes in schools across the coun-
try to cater for children with autism has been a key educational priority in recent years.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local special 
educational needs organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary 
and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment 
of special classes in various geographical areas as required. The NCSE operates within my De-
partment’s criteria in allocating such support. 

My Department strives to ensure that a continuum of special education provision is avail-
able as required for children with special educational needs. In line with this approach the pol-
icy is to promote a child-centred approach to education of all children with special educational 
needs including those with autism. As each child with autism is unique they should have access 
to a range of different approaches to meet their individual needs.

Children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of 
being fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching or care supports. 
Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/or care assis-
tance. Many are best enrolled in autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and 
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differing needs/strengths/abilities emerge.

I have arranged for the matters raised by the Deputy to be forwarded to the NCSE for their 
direct reply.

11/12/2012WRJ00750Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRJ00800179. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55307/12]

11/12/2012WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has already been awarded and an award letter issued on 4 December 
2012.

11/12/2012WRJ00950Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

11/12/2012WRJ01000180. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an updated list, in tabular form, from 3 December 2012 of the numbers of students on a 
county basis who have received from Student Universal Support Ireland payment of their third 
level grant or notification of when it is to be paid. [55308/12]

11/12/2012WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table provides 
a breakdown on a county basis of the number of students who have been awarded a student 
grant and the numbers who received  payment of their student maintenance grants as at 10  
December, 2012 from Student Universal Support Ireland. The data has been supplied to my 
Department by SUSI.

Breakdown by County of student maintenance grants awarded/paid as at 10th December, 2012

County Awarded * Maintenance Payments
Carlow 328 125
Cavan 422 210
Clare 576 271
Cork 1999 820
Donegal 1055 492
Dublin 3673 1451
Galway 1334 526
Kerry 788 351
Kildare 810 342
Kilkenny 454 171
Laois 354 168
Leitrim 193 85
Limerick 903 368
Longford 236 97
Louth 696 304
Mayo 801 336
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County Awarded * Maintenance Payments
Meath 782 346
Monaghan 368 166
Offaly 453 200
Roscommon 380 173
Sligo 351 124
Tipperary 868 396
Waterford 639 255
Westmeath 569 273
Wexford 850 415
Wicklow 605 275
Outside of Ireland 99 29
Total 20586 ** 8769#

* Includes some 2,329 provisionally awarded awaiting final course acceptance forms

** Does not include grants awarded but currently under appeal

# This figure does not include some 3,782 students awarded a “fees only” grant (either the 
student contribution or fees) - these payments are being made directly to the relevant institution

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. All new student grants 
approved for this academic year will be paid by electronic funds transfer on a monthly basis di-
rectly to students’ bank accounts, rather than by cheque to the relevant college. Those awarded 
a grant must supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from 
the institution in order for the first instalment to be paid.

11/12/2012WRJ01150Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRJ01200181. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; if he will expedite same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55311/12]

11/12/2012WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that further documentation was 
received from the student referred to by the Deputy on 8 December 2012 and this documenta-
tion is currently awaiting review. The student will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/12/2012WRJ01350School Accommodation

11/12/2012WRJ01400182. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in view of 
the recent survey by his Department officials of primary school sites in Monasterevin, County 
Kildare, he will be bringing forward proposals to meet the accommodation needs of the primary 
sector in Monasterevin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55313/12]

11/12/2012WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that officials from my Department recently carried out an examination of the existing primary 
school buildings in the area to which he refers and a report will now be prepared.  As the Deputy 
will be aware, my Department’s attention is primarily focused on identifying and securing a 
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suitable site for a new post primary school building in the area and my Department is working 
closely with the relevant Local Authority in relation to this matter.

11/12/2012WRJ01550Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRJ01600183. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 11 may expect a decision on an application for a student grant. 
[55369/12]

11/12/2012WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has already been awarded and an award letter issued on 4 December 
2012.

11/12/2012WRJ01750Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRJ01800184. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student grant 
that was awarded to a person (details supplied) and subsequently withdrawn will have their 
grant reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55376/12]

11/12/2012WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has already been awarded and an award letter issued on 26 October 
2012.

11/12/2012WRJ01950Student Grant Scheme Delays

11/12/2012WRJ02000185. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the Student Universal Support Ireland dedicated phone-line 
for Oireachtas members as provided by him on the 5 of November 2011 is no longer answering 
calls or responding to voicemails left my members; and the action he will take to remedy the 
matter. [55405/12]

11/12/2012WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Oireachtas email and 
dedicated phone line were set up by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) so that Oireach-
tas members could contact SUSI directly with queries rather than contacting the SUSI Help-
desk.  I understand from SUSI that although the phone-line and email facility are fully opera-
tional there have been some delays with responses due to the recent increase in the volume of 
calls received. However, I am assured by SUSI that this situation has now been addressed.

11/12/2012WRJ02150Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

11/12/2012WRJ02200186. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total number 
of applications for renewal of third level grants to Kerry County Council, County Kerry Voca-
tional Education Committee and the total number of applications completed to date by each; 
the number of completed applications by each awarded a grant; the number refused by each; the 
number currently being processed by each; the third level institutions that grant applicants are 
attending, renewals and new students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55408/12]
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11/12/2012WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In total Kerry County Coun-
cil, as at 30 November 2012 has received some 836 renewal applications.  Of these 823 have 
been awarded, 2 applications have been refused and 1 application cancelled.  10 applications 
are awaiting further documentation from the student. This data has been provided to my Depart-
ment by Kerry County Council.

In total Kerry VEC, as at 30 November 2012 has received some 861 third level renewal 
applications. Of these 811 have been awarded and 7 applications have been cancelled.  43 ap-
plications are awaiting further documentation from the student.  This data has been provided to 
my Department by County Kerry VEC.

The migration of the new applications to SUSI has enabled the 66 grant awarding authori-
ties to process renewal applications on a more efficient basis - these are generally more straight-
forward and require significantly less documentary evidence.

The Data requested by the Deputy in relation to the third level institutions that grant appli-
cants are attending is not available to my Department for renewal grant applications as the grant 
awarding authorities do not collate  this data on an institutional basis.

This data is available from Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) in respect of new stu-
dents and is provided on the following table.

Educational Institution Numbers awarded
Aberystwyth, University Wales 4
All Hallows College 21
Anglia Ruskin University 1
Athlone Institute of Technology 573
Bangor University 2
Birmingham City University 2
Buckinghamshire New University 3
Canterbury Christ Church University 5
Cardiff Metropolitian University 2
Cardiff University 2
Carlow College 84
Central Saint Martins 1
Church of Ireland College of Education 3
City University 1
College of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Enterprise

8

Comenius Univeristy 1
Coventry University 2
Crawford College of Art & Design 27
DIT Adelaide Road 1
DIT Aungier Street 211
DIT Bolton Street 216
DIT Cathal Brugha Street 192
DIT Kevin Street 169
DIT Mountjoy Square 75
DIT Rathmines (Arts) 48
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Educational Institution Numbers awarded
Dublin City University 634
Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design & 
Technology

144

Dundalk Institute of Technology 448
Edinburgh Napier University 10
Eniskillen college, Levaghy, E 2
Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology 627
Gdansk University of Technology 1
Glasgow Caledonian University 3
Goldsmiths, University of London 1
Harper Adams University College 2
Heriot-Watt University Edinburgh 1
Institute of Technology Blanchardstown 238
Institute of Technology Carlow 451
Institute of Technology Cork 661
Institute of Technology, Sligo 500
Institute of Technology, Tallaght 277
Institute of Technology, Tralee 304
King’s College London 1
Kingston University 2
Law Society of Ireland 55
Leeds Trinity University College 1
Letterkenny Institute of Technology 475
Limerick Institute of Technology 571
LIT - Tipperary 1
Liverpool Hope University 1
Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts 1
Liverpool John Moores University 3
Manchester Metropolitan University 2
Marino Institute of Education 26
Mary Immaculate College 187
Mater Dei Institute of Education 31
Middlesex University 13
Myerscough College 1
National College of Art & Design 70
National College of Ireland 160
National University of Ireland, Galway 1053
National University of Ireland, Maynooth 682
NHTV University of Applied Sciences 1
North West College, Derry 5
Northbrook College Sussex 1
Northumbria University 1
Pontifical University, St Patrick’s College 21
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Educational Institution Numbers awarded
Queen Margaret University College, Edin-
burgh

5

Queen’s University Belfast 16
Robert Gordon University 6
Roehampton University 2
Royal College of Surgeons Ireland 8
Shannon College of Hotel Management 10
Sheffield Hallam University 1
South West College 1
Southhampton Solent University 1
St Angela’s College 42
St Mary’s University College, Twickenham 1
St Nicholas Montessori College Ireland 13
St. George’s, University of London 1
St. Patricks College, Drumcondra 149
St. Patricks College, Thurles 19
Staffordshire University 1
Swansea Metropolitan (UWTSD) 2
Szent Istvan University 2
The Honourable Society of King’s Inns 7
The University of Liverpool 1
The University of Manchester 2
The University of Strathclyde 2
Trinity College 525
University College Cork (NUI) 934
University College Dublin(NUI) 839
University of Aberdeen 3
University of Abertay Dundee 6
University of Arts London 1
University of Bedfordshire 2
University of Brighton 2
University of East London 3
University of Edinburgh 2
University of Essex 2
University of Exeter 1
University of Glamorgan, Cardiff and Pon-
typridd

3

University of Gloucestershire 1
University of Hertfordshire 4
University of Leeds 1
University of Limerick 722
University of Plymouth 1
University of Portsmouth 1
University of Southampton 2
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Educational Institution Numbers awarded
University of Stirling 3
University of Sunderland 2
University of Teesside 1
University of the West of Scotland 2
University of Ulster 44
University of Wales Institute of Cardiff 
(now know

1

University of West London 3
University of Wolverhampton 3
Waterford Institute of Technology 827

11/12/2012WRJ02350Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

11/12/2012WRJ02400187. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total number 
of applicants for third level education grants to each of the three grants agencies countrywide, 
Student Universal Support Ireland, vocational education committees and local authorities, in 
tabular form; the total by each agency; the number of applications to each agency; the num-
ber of applications completed to date by each agency; the number of completed applications 
by each agency awarded a grant; the number refused by each agency; the number of applica-
tions currently being processed by each agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55409/12]

11/12/2012WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The first table provides a 
breakdown of the status of student grant renewal applications received by the Vocational Edu-
cation Committees and the local authorities as at 30 November, 2012.  It gives the position for 
student grant applications for attendance at higher education.  This data has been provided to 
my Department by the 66 grant awarding authorities.

The second table provides a breakdown of the status of the student grant applications re-
ceived by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI).  The data provided is at close of business 
on 9 December, 2012.  It gives the position for student grant applications for attendance at both 
further and higher education.  This data has been provided to my Department by SUSI.

The migration of the new applications to SUSI has enabled the 66 grant awarding authori-
ties to process renewal applications on a more efficient basis - these are generally more straight-
forward and require significantly less documentary evidence.

Local Authorities - Processing Position as at week ending 30/11/2012

Local Au-
thorities

Number of 
Renewals

Awarded Refused Ongoing / 
Further In-
formation or 
Documentation 
Requested

Cancelled / 
Withdrawn

Yet to be Pro-
cessed

Higher Edu-
cation

23,103 19,747 937 1,478 387 554
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VEC - Processing Position as at week ending 30/11/2012

VEC Number of 
Renewals

Awarded Refused Ongoing 
/ Further 
Information 
or Docu-
mentation 
Requested

Cancelled / 
Withdrawn

Yet to be Pro-
cessed

Higher Edu-
cation

18,059 15,416 371 1,515 722 35

SUSI Applications - Processing position

Student Uni-
versal Support 
Ireland (SUSI)

Total Applica-
tions

Awarded Refused/ Can-
celled

With SUSI for 
processing 

Awaiting docu-
mentation from 
students 

Total 66,891 20,859* 13,077 8,254 24,701

* This figure includes some 2,338 provisionally awarding awaiting final course acceptance 
forms.

11/12/2012WRJ02550Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRJ02600188. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all new 
services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 
2011. [55429/12]

11/12/2012WRJ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The external delivery of ser-
vices is one of the key areas highlighted in the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan 
published in November 2011.  Arising from a Government Decision in July, Departments are 
required, when evaluating any proposed new service, to include an appraisal of the costs and 
benefits of delivering the service using external providers. While, to date, no proposal for a new 
Department service has been considered under this provision, my Department is addressing the 
issue of external service delivery in the context of other initiatives underway across the Educa-
tion sector, such as the use of aggregated procurement and shared services.

The work of my Department and of the wider Education and Training sector already in-
cludes the use of a diverse range of outsourcing arrangements relating to such areas as the 
school building programme, education and training courses at various levels, services provided 
for teachers and special needs assistants and a range of corporate functions for education pro-
viders such as ICT support, payroll, HR, waste management, cleaning and security.

11/12/2012WRJ02750Anti-Racism Measures

11/12/2012WRJ02800189. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the implementation of the yellow flag programme on diversity and anti-racism in 
schools; the actions he has taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55455/12]

11/12/2012WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has not pro-
vided support for the programme referred to by the Deputy, which I understand was run as a 
pilot project in some schools.  In view of the current economic climate, funding for new pro-
grammes, including this programme, cannot be considered at this time.
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11/12/2012WRJ02950Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRJ03000190. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant payment will be processed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55515/12]

11/12/2012WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a grant has already been awarded and an award letter issued on 22 November 
2012.

11/12/2012WRJ03150Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRJ03200191. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant payment will be processed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55516/12]

11/12/2012WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that further documentation was 
received from the student referred to by the Deputy on 21 November 2012 and this documenta-
tion is currently under review. The student will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/12/2012WRJ03350Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRJ03400192. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant payment will be processed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55517/12]

11/12/2012WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that on the 23 November, 2012 a re-
quest for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the 
requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/12/2012WRK00150Student Grant Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRK00200193. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 82 of 22 November 2012, if payments due in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare will be paid immediately; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55532/12]

11/12/2012WRK00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms and condi-
tions of the Student Grant Scheme 2012 a grant awarding authority may pay maintenance grants 
in three or nine equal instalments in line with the annual rates specified in Schedule 3 of the 
Scheme.  Student Universal Support Ireland are paying all new student grants approved for this 
academic year  by electronic funds transfer on a monthly basis directly to students’ bank ac-
counts, rather than by cheque to the relevant college.  Payments are made monthly in arrears.

SUSI has confirmed that in the case of the student referred to by the Deputy payments issued 
on 19th October and 23rd November 2012.
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11/12/2012WRK00325Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRK00400194. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55541/12]

11/12/2012WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy a decision has now been made and a letter will issue directly to the student 
outlining the position.

11/12/2012WRK00550Teacher Training Provision

11/12/2012WRK00600195. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
that the future of the Bachelor of Education in Home Economics provided at a college (details 
supplied) in County Sligo is secure and that no decision will be made to relocate the pro-
gramme. [55590/12]

11/12/2012WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have accepted the recom-
mendations set out in a report commissioned by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) on the 
structures of initial teacher education. The purpose of the report was to identify possible new 
structures to improve initial teacher education in Ireland so that it is comparable with the best 
in the world.

The international panel of education experts recommended that teacher education be pro-
vided in six “centres for teacher education”. Currently there are 19 state funded providers of 
ITE (and three non-state funded) offering more than 40 college programmes in primary and 
post-primary teaching. The new collaborations recommended by the international panel will 
mean that there will be a smaller number of centres for ITE offering education across multiple 
sectors from early childhood to primary, to post primary to adult education. These centres for 
teacher education will also possess a critical mass in terms of research capacity which is not 
always possible in smaller institutions.

The HEA has been requested to consult with the relevant parties and to prepare a detailed 
plan on how to implement the recommendations of the Panel. I understand that this process has 
started and a plan is expected by the end of the year.

I will consider the implementation plan from the HEA when received and a further an-
nouncement will be made at that stage.

11/12/2012WRK00750Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRK00800196. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a Student Universal Support Ireland grant application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; if payment will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55592/12]

11/12/2012WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that further documentation was 
received from the student referred to by the Deputy on 24th November 2012 and this documen-
tation is currently under review. The student will be notified directly of the outcome.
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11/12/2012WRK00950Schools Building Projects Applications

11/12/2012WRK01000197. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the 
proposed second level school at Kingswood Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24; if any decision has 
now been taken in respect of the management of the school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55593/12]

11/12/2012WRK01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is proposed to provide a 
new 1000 pupil post-primary school at Kingswood Heights Tallaght Dublin 24. The project 
was included in the 5 year construction programme announced in March and is scheduled to 
progress to construction in 2015/16. The process to determine the patronage of the new school 
has yet to be undertaken.

11/12/2012WRK01150Student Grant Scheme Delays

11/12/2012WRK01200198. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a comprehensive update on the processing of first-time student grant applications by Student 
Universal Support Ireland including such applications that are still in backlog or under query; 
the payments issued thus far and the current situation in terms of clearing the backlog that still 
exist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55619/12]

11/12/2012WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, as at the close of business on the 9th December, it has 
received 66,891 student grant applications for this year. Processing of 33,936 applications are 
now complete - 20,859 have been awarded, or awarded pending submission of final course de-
tails and 13,077 applications have been refused or cancelled.

SUSI has 8,254 applications on hand which are currently being processed. Only 255 new 
applications have yet to commence processing.  5,989 applications that have been assessed are 
currently under query. SUSI is awaiting submission of documentation by the student on the 
remaining applications.

As at 7th December 8,769 students awarded a maintenance grant have been paid. Mainte-
nance grant payment runs are continuing on a weekly basis to ensure students get paid as soon 
as possible after they submit their bank accounts details and their institutions confirm their at-
tendance. In addition, 3,782 have been awarded a “fees only” grant (either the student contribu-
tion or fees) – these payments are made directly to the relevant institution.

SUSI is staffed to the level that has been requested and the resources have been put in place 
to enable them to process applications to completion, subject to all the necessary documentation 
having been submitted in order to make a decision in each case. The number of applications 
being processed has been increasing in recent weeks and every effort is being made to ensure 
that students get decisions on their grant applications as soon as possible. 

SUSI has indicated that it is on target to progress all applications received to date with the 
necessary supporting documentation between now and the end of the year.

11/12/2012WRK01350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRK01400199. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision to 
refuse a student grant to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 from a socially disadvantaged 
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area will be reviewed as a matter of urgency; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the 
college is demanding that the student pay €2250 by 9 December which they and their family 
cannot afford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55622/12]

11/12/2012WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that in the case 
of the student referred to by the Deputy, his student grant application was unsuccessful and that 
he appealed the decision to the appeals officer in Student Universal Support Ireland on 21st 
November 2012. SUSI aims to issue determinations as promptly as possible and within the 
specified timeframes defined in the Student Support Act, 2011.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and 
remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board.

11/12/2012WRK01550Special Educational Needs Staffing

11/12/2012WRK01600200. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total number of 
special needs assistants employed in pre-school settings; if these are included in the overall na-
tional cap of 10,575; his views on whether those SNAs employed in pre-school setting should 
be excluded from the national cap only relates to primary and secondary level. [55625/12]

11/12/2012WRK01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the vast majority of supports for childcare, including pre-school education, is provided by 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. The principal vehicle for the delivery of pre-
school education is the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
programme which was introduced in January 2010 and provides for early learning in a formal 
setting to children in the year before they commence primary school.

The HSE is responsible for the provision of care support for pupils attending pre-schools.

Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) are allocated to Special Schools and to mainstream Pri-
mary and Post Primary schools to support pupils with special educational needs. This may in 
some instances include provision for children who are enrolled to early intervention classes 
in recognised primary schools, or special schools, where support is provided for as part of the 
schools total quantum of SNA support. However, SNA support is not provided to pre-school 
services which operate outside of the primary or special school provision. Where care support 
is required for such children attending pre-schools, it is provided by the HSE.

11/12/2012WRK01750Schools Building Projects Status

11/12/2012WRK01800201. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the building of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 16; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55646/12]

11/12/2012WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school, referred to by the 
Deputy, has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding for a new school. The cur-
rent status of all projects on the school building programme, including the school in question, 
may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie. and this is being updated 
regularly throughout the year.

In light of the need to prioritise available funding for the provision of additional school 
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accommodation, the delivery of major school projects required to meet future demographic 
demand will be the main focus for capital investment in the coming years. The 5 Year Con-
struction Plan that I announced on 9 March last outlines the major school projects that will 
commence construction over the duration of the Plan. It is not possible therefore at this point to 
indicate when a project for the school in question will be progressed.

11/12/2012WRK01950School Management

11/12/2012WRK02000202. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the differences 
in board structures for community schools and community colleges; the nominating bodies for 
board positions; the number of positions ascribed to each nominating body; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [55649/12]

11/12/2012WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In general, the Board of Man-
agement of a community school consists of 10 members as follows:

- Three nominees of the relevant religious authority,

- Three nominees of the relevant Vocational Education Committee (VEC),

- Two parents of pupils in the school and

- Two teacher nominees

Community colleges are managed by a Board of Management which is a sub-committee of 
the relevant VEC.  In general, the composition of these boards is three nominees of the religious 
trustees, three nominees of the VEC, two teachers and two parents with the option of co-opting 
a tenth member.

11/12/2012WRK02150School Staffing

11/12/2012WRK02200203. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of chaplains in Dublin post primary schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55650/12]

11/12/2012WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Chaplain posts are allocated 
in respect of Community and Comprehensive Schools and designated Community Colleges.

There are currently 37 whole time equivalent chaplain posts allocated to Dublin post pri-
mary schools.

11/12/2012WRK02350School Staffing

11/12/2012WRK02400204. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the Dublin 
schools that have lost the service of a career guidance counsellor; the Dublin schools that are 
sharing the service of a career guidance counsellor; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55651/12]

11/12/2012WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will be no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools and in free second level schools 
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for the 2013/14 school year as a result of the budget. The budget measure introduced for the 
current school year that requires schools to manage the provision of guidance from within their 
standard staffing allocation, the alternative to which was to make an adjustment to the standard 
staffing schedule, must be seen in the context of our very difficult budgetary constraints. It is 
also worth pointing out that, as part of last year’s budgetary measures, my Department helped 
shelter the impact for DEIS post-primary schools by improving their standard staffing alloca-
tions.

Teacher allocations to post primary schools for the 2012/13 school year have effectively 
been settled at this stage and schools have autonomy on how best to prioritise their available 
resources to meet the requirements in relation to guidance and the provision of an appropriate 
range of subjects to students.

The day to day management of how teaching resources are used in schools is done at local 
school level. It is established policy that guidance is a whole school activity and under existing 
arrangements each school develops a school guidance plan as a means of supporting the needs 
of its students. I am confident schools will act in the best interest of students.

11/12/2012WRK02550School Curriculum

11/12/2012WRK02600205. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to address the matter of teenage suicide in Dublin post primary schools; his views on 
whether wellness is a topic that ought to be provided for at second level; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55652/12]

11/12/2012WRK02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Well-Being in Post-Primary 
Schools: Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention (2012) have been 
developed to implement Action 2.1 of Reach Out: the National Strategy for Action on Suicide 
Prevention 2005-2014 (HSE, 2005). The Guidelines, which are being launched shortly, were 
developed by a Working Group with representation from Teacher Education Section/Inspector-
ate, SPHE Support Service, National Psychological Service (NEPS) all from this Department 
along with the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive/National Office for Sui-
cide Prevention (NOSP).  The NOSP and the DES funded their development.

The Guidelines were developed following a process of wide consultation with key educa-
tion partners and are informed by the findings of the consultation process and recent research.  
The Guidelines provide practical guidance on how post-primary schools can promote mental 
health and well-being and school connectedness in an integrated way, which are critical to 
young people’s success in school and in life. The Guidelines also provide evidence-based ad-
vice on how to support young people who may be at risk of suicidal behaviour. Information is 
also provided in the Guidelines relating to accessing support from external agencies and sup-
port services.

The Guidelines are for all members of the school community, boards of management and 
in-school management teams who play a central leadership role in mental health promotion. 
They will also be useful for parents’ associations, student councils, health and other personnel 
who are seeking an understanding of how to work in and with schools.

The key to successful implementation of these Guidelines lies in taking a coordinated 
whole-school approach. This involves building and integrating school self-evaluation process-
es, implementing the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum, developing the 
whole-school guidance plan, adopting the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) 
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continuum of support, and building effective inter-agency relationships.

The Guidelines draw together the various elements that provide for effective student support 
and build on the significant work already taking place in schools.  They provide a clear frame-
work for schools and for agencies supporting schools on how to address issues of mental health 
promotion and suicide prevention. Mental health promotion and the provision of supports for 
vulnerable students depend on ongoing cooperation between schools and the range of available 
services and agencies from the education, health and community sectors.

The European wide Health Promoting School Process (HPS) is outlined and the Guidelines 
show how the HPS may be adopted by schools to constantly strengthen its capacity to be a 
healthy setting for learning and working by focusing at whole-school level on all the conditions 
that affect health and well-being.

In addition, in the new Framework for Junior Cycle which I launched in October, “Wellbe-
ing” is one of the 8 principles which underpin the Framework. Through a student’s experience 
in Junior Cycle, I want the student to be able to take actions to safeguard and promote  his/ her 
wellbeing and that of others.

11/12/2012WRK02750Schools Building Projects Status

11/12/2012WRK02800206. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proposals his 
Department have for the school site at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55653/12]

11/12/2012WRK02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department works closely with local authorities throughout the country in the context of 
identifying, reserving and purchasing sites to meet identified needs for educational purposes in 
an area.  The site referred to by the Deputy is reserved in the relevant Development Plan to meet 
future needs within the general area. The acquisition and development of this or any reserved 
site is subject to a specific educational need being identified by my Department which will then 
have to be considered within the context of my Department’s capital budget for school build-
ings generally.

11/12/2012WRK02950Bullying in Schools

11/12/2012WRK03000207. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the action 
plan on bullying will be published and if he will indicate his intention to pursue the recom-
mendations therein to confront this serious issue; if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55659/12]

11/12/2012WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy may be aware 
that I asked the anti-bullying working group to submit their draft action plan to me by 30th 
November. The working group met this deadline and I am satisfied with the progress they 
have made. The Anti-Bullying Working Group identified a number of tasks that needed to be 
completed before finalising the plan and this work is currently being done. I understand that 
the Group intend to consult with the education partners in the coming weeks.  I expect the anti-
bullying action plan to be published early in the new year and I will outline my response to it 
at that time.
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11/12/2012WRK03150School Staffing

11/12/2012WRK03200208. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
additional teachers that will be recruited in both the primary and secondary school sectors in 
2013; where these teachers will be allocated across the country; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55660/12]

11/12/2012WRK03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will be no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools and in free second level schools as 
a result of the budget. When account is taken of additional posts for demographics at primary 
and second level there is an estimated net increase of about 1.4% (900 posts) on overall teacher 
numbers for the 2013/14 school year compared to the current 2012/13 school year.  The criteria 
used for the allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on my Department’s web-
site. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30 September.

The staffing process for the 2013/14 school year at individual school level will be initiated 
early in 2013, however the final staffing position for all schools will not be known until later in 
the year (generally Autumn) when the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals 
to the Staffing Appeals Board will have been considered.

11/12/2012WRK03350Broadband Services Provision

11/12/2012WRK03400209. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills when second level 
schools in counties Longford and Westmeath will receive high speed broadband; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55661/12]

11/12/2012WRK03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The national roll-out of 100 
mbps broadband to post primary schools will be completed over three stages with 200 schools 
being connected by end 2012, a further 200 being connected next year and the remaining 250 
schools being connected in 2014.

Schools in Longford and Westmeath are included in the lot of schools to be completed by 
the end of 2012.  To date 195 schools have been completed with 5 schools remaining to be con-
nected.  These 5 schools have been delayed due to major building or renovation works being 
carried out on the buildings.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRL00200210. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will be made on a Student Universal Support Ireland application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Cavan; when first payment will be made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55673/12]

11/12/2012WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that, in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, a decision has now been made and a letter will issue directly to the student 
outlining the position.
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11/12/2012WRL00350Heritage Sites Issues

11/12/2012WRL00400211. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a breakdown of the various Office of Public Works tourism and heritage sites in 
West Cork along with their corresponding footfall figures for the four quarters in 2011 and 2012 
separately; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55119/12]

11/12/2012WRL00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works manages a number of National Monuments and Historic 
Properties in Co. Cork. Of these, four are presented to the public with a guide service. Full visi-
tor numbers are available for these sites.

Site Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 5
2011
Charles Fort 6,042 18,786 34,754 7,660 67,242
Barryscourt Closed 1,878 9,253 95 11,226
Desmond 
Castle

Closed 3,395 6,286 Closed 9,681

Garinish 
Island

Closed 18,565 32,580 1,957 53,102

Site Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 5
2012
Charles Fort 6,036 18,789 34,571 Not available 

yet
59,396

Barryscourt Closed 2,511 10,510 13,021
Desmond 
Castle

Closed 3,498 6,120 Closed 9,618

Garinish 
Island

79 16,534 29,764 1,457 47,834

(Statistics are taken from weekly returns from sites produced for week Monday to Sunday)

Doneralie Park attracts a large number of visitors who enjoy the parkland.  There is no 
formal “admission” as such and there are therefore no official visitor numbers available for 
Doneraile.  Over the last three years, however, the number of visitors has increased.  This is due 
mainly to the programme of improvements such as the playground, new carpark, restoration of 
bridges, and the re-opening of the Tearooms.  One of the projects for next year is to have a visi-
tor counter installed which will provide an accurate record of visitors to this site in the future.

Other National Monument sites in Co. Cork such as Kanturk Castle, Mallow Castle, But-
tevant Friary, Drombeg Stone Circle, Labbacallee Wedge Tomb and Glanworth Castle and me-
dieval buildings collectively attract significant numbers of visitors.  Sites such as these are open 
to visitors at all times but formal visitor statistics are not collected.

11/12/2012WRL00550Office of Public Works Expenditure

11/12/2012WRL00600212. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount that has been spent to date on the Office of Public Works book One History; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55141/12]

11/12/2012WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
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Hayes): From February 2002 to September 2011 an amount of €398,854.52 was expended in 
respect of the history of the Office of Public Works.  This included researching and archiving 
material on the Office of Public Works and production of a publication. 

In the course of  the research, it emerged that a considerable amount of archival work was 
required, which would normally be carried out by an archivist, but had in the first instance to be 
carried out by the author as a necessary part of his detailed research.

€32,947.37 was the total amount spent in 2011 associated with publishing the book; St. 
Stephen’s Green, Dublin 1660-1875. 

No further costs have been incurred since 2011.

Capital Programme Expenditure

11/12/2012WRL00800213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to the publication of the White Paper on 30 November 2012, if he will provide an explana-
tion for the variance between forecast voted capital spend in 2012 of €3.411 billion compared 
with budget of €3.6 billion. [55392/12]

11/12/2012WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is a matter 
for individual line Departments to monitor and control the roll out of their own capital pro-
grammes within the ceilings and sanction arrangements set down by my Department.  Queries 
in relation to underspends within individual Departments should be directed to the relevant 
Minister and his/her Department.

The most up to date figures for the forecast outturn of net voted capital estimates in 2012 
were published in The Expenditure Report 2013 which is available on my Department’s website 
(www.per.gov.ie).  Table 3a shows the forecast outturn for net voted capital estimates in 2012 
as €3.5 billion.  It also shows a revised 2012 Estimate for net capital expenditure (reduced from 
€3.6 billion to €3.5 billion) reflecting changes to the capital ceilings following a number of 
Supplementary Estimates in December.

The forecast outturn, as published in The Expenditure Report, includes carryover of unspent 
capital into 2013 of €107 million.  As the Deputy will be aware, the capital carryover facility 
was introduced as part of the rolling multi-annual capital envelope system in order to allow 
Departments to manage their capital budgets more effectively.

It is important to note that the forecast outturn figures as published in The Expenditure Re-
port are Departments’ best estimate, as of end November, of what their final net capital spend 
will be at year end.  Actual figures for capital expenditure by Departments in 2012 will be avail-
able in early 2013. 

Any underspend in the capital budget will be returned, as a saving, to the Exchequer.

11/12/2012WRL00950Office of Public Works Projects

11/12/2012WRL01000214. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
current or planned works being undertaken at Rathfarnham Castle Dublin; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55647/12]

11/12/2012WRL01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
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Hayes): There are no works currently underway at Rathfarnham Castle.  Subject to availability 
of funding, it is hoped to undertake works to improve visitor accessibility in 2013.

11/12/2012WRL01150Public Procurement Contracts Tenders

11/12/2012WRL01200215. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
percentage of Government contracts in his Department that were awarded to non-Irish com-
panies in the three years 2009 to 2011 inclusive; and the percentage of these that went to EU 
companies in that period. [55257/12]

11/12/2012WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under EU 
Directives on public procurement public works, supplies and service contracts above certain 
thresholds must be advertised on the Official Journal of the EU and awarded on the basis of ob-
jective and non-restrictive criteria.  As we cannot include nationality as a criterion in deciding 
on contract award my Department does not therefore hold these records.

The aim of these European rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory 
public procurement regime which delivers best value for money.  It would be a breach of the 
rules for a public body to favour or discriminate against particular candidates on grounds of 
nationality and there are legal remedies which may be used against any public body infring-
ing these rules.  In this regard, it is worth pointing out that the open market regime also offers 
opportunities for Irish companies to win business abroad and reliable EU studies indicate that 
many Irish businesses are successful in this regard.

The public procurement market in the EU is estimated to be valued in excess of €2 trillion.  
The open market regime affords opportunities to Irish companies to win business abroad as part 
of the EU Single Market.

11/12/2012WRL01350Office of Public Works Properties

11/12/2012WRL01400216. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the twelve remaining horticultural staff in permanent employment maintain-
ing the gardens at Mount Congreve Estate, County Waterford; if the Office of Public Works has 
plans to take part in the management of the estate gardens in the near future; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55274/12]

11/12/2012WRL01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): In 1979 an agreement was reached between the State and Mr. Ambrose Congreve 
whereby, in exchange for tax concessions, Mr. Congreve placed his house and world-renowned 
gardens into a Trust with ownership of both passing to the Minister for Finance on the expira-
tion of the Trust periods, the period for the gardens being 21 years after the passing of the late 
Mr. Congreve.

The Trust, which is known as the Mount Congreve Garden Trust, currently has three Trust-
ees.  The Commissioners of Public Works is one of the Trustees and the other two Trustees were 
appointed by Mr. Congreve.  These latter Trustees are also representatives of Mr. Congreve’s 
Estate which is known as the Congreve Foundation.

The Trust period for the Gardens will continue for a period of 21 years from the death of 
Mr. Congreve.  During that period it will be the Trust, rather than the State, that will manage the 
Gardens.  At present, the horticultural staff are employed by the Congreve Foundation.  And not 
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the Mount Congreve Garden Trust.

Discussions are ongoing between the Commissioners and the Congreve Foundation (the 
representatives of Mr. Congreve’s Estate) on a number of matters related to the Trust.  It is 
hoped that a comprehensive agreement will be reached shortly and the future of the horticul-
tural staff will form a critical element of any such agreement.

Coastal Protection

11/12/2012WRL01600217. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the amount 
of funding applied for by Fingal County Council in relation to coastal protection works in its 
administrative area, broken down by geographical location; and amount sought and awarded 
per annum since 2000. [55291/12]

11/12/2012WRL01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Responsibility for coastal protection was transferred to the Office of Public Works in 
2009.  Prior to that date responsibility for coastal protection resided with the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and before that again with the Department of the Marine and 
Natural Resources.  Information in relation to the funding applications to those Departments is 
not readily available to the OPW.

The Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme was commenced by OPW 
in July, 2009, and provides funding to local authorities to undertake measures, not costing more 
than €500,000 in any one instance, to alleviate localised flooding and coastal flooding or ero-
sion problems within their administrative areas. 

Details of the applications submitted by Fingal County Council under the Scheme from 
2009 to date are outlined in the table below.  Having assessed the applications in accordance 
with the scheme eligibility criteria, the OPW did not approve any of the applications submit-
ted - in some cases because the cost of the proposed works exceeded the Minor Works scheme 
limits and in other cases because the proposed projects did not meet the Scheme’s cost/benefit 
requirement.

Year Project Location Total Funding 
Sought

2009 Greenfield Road / 
Strand Road, Sutton

€2.632m

Burrow Road Beach, 
Sutton

€350,000

Rush to Portrane - 
Coastal Monitoring 
Programme

€60,000

Strand Road, Bal-
doyle to Portmar-
nock

€820,000

Portmarnock Road 
Roundabout

€500,000

Golf Links Road, 
Portmarnock

€500,000

2010 Portmarnock Road 
Roundabout

€125,000
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Year Project Location Total Funding 
Sought

Golf Links Road, 
Portmarnock

€225,000

2011 Burrow Road Beach, 
Sutton

€350,000

Malahide Town 
Centre

€450,000

The OPW introduced revised criteria under the Scheme earlier this year and Fingal County 
Council was advised to resubmit applications under the new criteria for any projects it wished 
to progress.  No applications have been received to date from the Council.

11/12/2012WRL01750Sale of State Assets

11/12/2012WRL01800218. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for the disposal of non-strategic public utilities; his plans to retain control of critical in-
frastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55413/12]

11/12/2012WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I would draw 
the Deputy’s attention to my announcement of February 22 last in which I outlined the shape 
and scale of the State asset disposal programme that is to be pursued.

In brief, the programme that the Government has agreed consists of:-

- The sale of Bord Gáis Éireann’s energy business (but not including BGÉ’s gas transmission 
or distribution systems or the two gas interconnectors, which will remain in State ownership);

- The sale of some of ESB’s non-strategic power generation capacity;

- Disposal of the State’s remaining shareholding in Aer Lingus, when market conditions are 
favourable and at an acceptable price to Government;

- After further consideration, and having ruled out the sale of Coillte’s land holdings, the 
Government has also determined that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte forests 
will be proposed for sale. 

In preparing this programme, the Government has been careful to safeguard the position of 
strategic infrastructure such as the electricity and gas networks, and the House will note that 
such assets do not form part of the disposal programme. 

Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRL02000219. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all 
new services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since 
March 2011. [55436/12]

11/12/2012WRL02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question regarding new services that have been tested for external service delivery 
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since March 2011 there were two areas identified as possibilities.

The Financial Appraisal prepared in respect of the Human Resources Shared Service Centre 
for the Civil Service examined four options for the implementation of a HR shared service.  
This included one option to implement a HR shared service centre managed and operated by an 
external provider.

Additionally whilst one new service has been examined with a view to External Service De-
livery in the Office of Public Works, a decision on whether to proceed with this service has yet 
to be made by Government.  At the present time, it is unclear whether a decision will be taken 
to proceed or not, irrespective of the outsourcing consideration.

11/12/2012WRL02150Office of Public Works Properties

11/12/2012WRL02200220. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will report on plans by the Office of Public Works to restrict access to Chesterfield Avenue, 
Phoenix Park, at the weekends; if he will take into account health and safety issues raised in 
correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55627/12]

11/12/2012WRL02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): In furtherance of the Phoenix Park Conservation Management Plan, the Office of Pub-
lic Works hopes to limit through traffic at weekends and off-peak hours to facilitate recreational 
use of the Park.  Weekend closures of part of Chesterfield Avenue were piloted during 2012 and 
further weekend closures during the 2013 summer period are planned.

OPW awaits the analysis of a recent traffic survey which it is expected will take into account 
health and safety issues. 

11/12/2012WRL02350Ministerial Remuneration

11/12/2012WRL02400221. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the amount 
former Minister Roisín Shortall TD was paid in severance when she stood down as Minister. 
[55629/12]

11/12/2012WRL02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Deputy 
Shortall is due severance payments totalling €6,526.95 for year of assessment 2012.  Deputy 
Shortall has kindly indicated that she is gifting this payment to the Minister for Finance.  The 
Deputy may wish to note that in the context of Budget 2013 I announced that legislation will be 
brought in to abolish these severance payments in the future.

Retail Sector Issues

11/12/2012WRL02600222. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
has any jurisdiction over store opening hours, for example Sundays or on St. Stephen’s Day. 
[55612/12]

11/12/2012WRL02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The law on 
trading hours of shops is the Shops (Hours of Trading) Act 1938.  This Act was introduced for 
the purpose of controlling competition in the retail sector through the making of regulations 
which controlled the closing time for shops in specific areas and for specific sectors.
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A Statutory Instrument was made in 1938 (S.I. No. 188 of 1938) which exempts the whole 
country from any restrictions on Sunday trading.  I have been made aware of some limited 
opening of shops on public holidays but I have no powers under the Act to close shops com-
pletely on specific days.  Neither can I regulate trading hours on public holidays such as St. 
Stephen’s Day under the Act.

There is however protection for employees under the Organisation of Working Time Act 
1997.  Under this Act, employees have rights in respect of nine public holidays during the year.  
The options open to employees who have to work on public holidays are an additional day’s pay 
or a paid day off within a month of the day or an additional day of paid annual leave.

11/12/2012WRL02750Job Initiatives

11/12/2012WRL02800223. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to bring together local and regional employment agencies and the private sector in a 
formalised structure to target the weaknesses in particular regions on an ongoing basis to help 
to tackle the unemployment crisis in different regions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55059/12]

11/12/2012WRL02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment is tackling unemployment generally through the twin strategies of the Action Plan for Jobs 
and Pathways to Work.  The aim of the Action Pan for Jobs is to support the creation of 100,000 
net new jobs by 2016, while the objective of Pathways to Work is to ensure that as many of 
those jobs as possible go to those who are currently unemployed.  The Government’s approach 
is a national one across all regions and there are no plans to set up Regional Task Forces.

The Action Plan contains over 270 individual actions to be delivered in 2012, spanning all 
Government Departments and 36 State agencies.  The 270 actions are broken down further 
into Quarterly deliverables or “measures” which are reported on at the end of each Quarter.  
Approximately 60% of the measures in the Action Plan for Jobs are for delivery by my Depart-
ment or its agencies.  To the end of the third Quarter this year, around 130 measures had been 
implemented by my Department and its agencies, giving a delivery rate of approximately 97%.  

Some significant objectives have been realised, including the establishment of a Micro-
finance Fund for small business, the introduction of a Partial Credit Guarantee scheme, new 
supports for first time exporters, the launch of a new Women-In-Business Programme, the sim-
plification and extension of the Employer’s PRSI Exemption Scheme, the launch of a National 
Broadband Plan, the piloting of a Health Innovation Hub, and work being undertaken to devel-
op sectors such as Cloud Computing, Digital Games, Manufacturing, and the Green Economy.

So far this year, the IDA has announced investments with the potential to create more than 
9,000 further jobs as these projects come on stream.  In the first eight months of this year, a total 
of 7,094 job commitments over the next three years, linked to Enterprise Ireland approvals to 
client companies, were secured. 

Ensuring that more micro and small businesses can start up, expand and export is a key pil-
lar of the Government’s plans for jobs and growth.  On 21 November, I announced that primary 
legislation will be drafted to dissolve the existing County and City Enterprise Boards and create 
an enhanced national micro enterprise support model, delivered through Local Enterprise Of-
fices to be established in each Local Authority office.  

The labour market activation measures outlined in Pathways to Work include over 85,000 
job placements and work experience places to be delivered this year by the Department of So-



Questions - Written Answers

256

cial Protection, and over 450,000 training and education places to be delivered by the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills.  The Pathways to Work initiative has an objective of ensuring that 
at least 75,000 of those currently long-term unemployed will move into employment by 2015.  
It also aims to reduce the average time spent on the Live Register from 21 months, to less than 
12 months by the end of 2015.

We will continue to do all we can to facilitate the return to work of those who have lost their 
jobs.  I am currently preparing the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs on behalf of the Government, 
and in that context, will be exploring further measures which can be taken to transform our 
economy and support job creation.

11/12/2012WRL02950National Internship Scheme Numbers

11/12/2012WRL03000224. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Industrial Development Agency and Enterprise Ireland client businesses that use 
the JobBridge scheme; and the numbers employed under this scheme by client companies.  
[55128/12]

11/12/2012WRL03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The JobBridge 
Scheme is administered by the Department of Social Protection.

Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland have no role or function in the administration of the 
Scheme and are therefore, not aware if any of their respective client companies are participants 
in the Scheme.

All queries regarding JobBridge should be addressed to the Department of Social Protec-
tion.  In this regard, and for the assistance of the Deputy, information on the take-up of the 
Scheme can be found at the following link:

http://www.jobbridge.ie/toolkit/JobBridgeData.pdf

Work Permit Applications

11/12/2012WRL03200225. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Employment Permit Act. [55180/12]

11/12/2012WRL03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The High 
Court Judgement of 31st August raised serious issues in relation to employees who have un-
wittingly entered into illegal contracts of employment by virtue of not having an employment 
permit.

When I received the judgement, I quickly stated my aim was to ensure that an employer 
should not benefit from using an illegal contract of employment where he or she was a willing 
party to its creation.  I repeated this assurance personally to the person concerned when I met 
him and a delegation from the Migrant Rights Centre Ireland and SIPTU.

The Deputy will note that the Government did not oppose Senator Quinn’s Private Mem-
ber’s Bill as it concurs with our objectives - to ensure that outcome of the High Court case will 
not arise again. 

The issue raised by the High Court judgement is one which has important policy and legal 
implications in the area of Employment Permits and also in terms of Employment Rights.  The 
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question that arises for policy makers is to what extent such workers should be dissuaded from 
working illegally in Ireland by virtue of there being a statutory offence to do so, versus, to what 
extent should certain employment rights protect vulnerable migrants who find themselves un-
wittingly in such employment positions.  My Department has received preliminary legal advice 
from the Office of the Attorney General counselling that the judgement raises matters that are 
particularly complex.  These matters are currently receiving priority attention with a view to 
identifying the best way in which the legislation may be amended. 

It is my firm intention to amend the Employment Permits legislation in a precise manner so 
as to ensure that an employer may not benefit from the illegality of the contract of employment 
where they are found culpable in not ensuring a valid employment permit was in place for the 
employee concerned.  To this end, I hope to be in a position to propose the necessary provisions 
in a new Employment Permits Bill, currently being drafted and which is anticipated to be intro-
duced in the first quarter of next year.  I believe that this would be the most appropriate method 
of dealing with such a technically specific matter.  Decisions on the legal options will be made 
in light of further legal advice and in consultation with other Government departments.  I can 
assure the Deputy that my Bill is a Government priority and I would expect a speedy passage 
through the Oireachtas after its introduction.

Finally, I wish to stress that the judgement relates only to the consideration of the enforce-
ability, or otherwise, of an employee’s rights.  It does not mean that unscrupulous employers 
can employ unauthorised third country nationals without running the risk of significant legal 
consequences.  I would emphasise that an employer who engages in this type of activity is open 
to prosecution under the Employment Permits legislation and could be found guilty of an of-
fence and liable on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding €250,000 or imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding 10 years or both.  Both An Garda Síochána and the National Employ-
ment Rights Authority actively pursue breaches under the legislation and welcome information 
concerning possible breaches.

Building Regulations Application

11/12/2012WRL03400226. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 345 of 27 November 2012, the reason he believes that the National 
Standards Authority of Ireland has no role in the ongoing monitoring of the unit (details sup-
plied); and the remedy available to those who purchased and installed the units. [55292/12]

11/12/2012WRL03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government use NSAI Agrément as a mecha-
nism to show compliance with the Building Regulations. 

NSAI Agrément Certification is designed specifically for new building materials, products 
and processes that do not yet have a long history of use and for which published national stan-
dards do not yet exist.  The Certification confirms that new building products, materials, tech-
niques and equipment are safe and fit for purpose at the time of installation. 

The NSAI have advised that Condition 5.1(c) of the Certificate relates to the assessment of 
the manufacturing processes and marking of the product in general.  The manufacturing process 
is under continual assessment, as long as the Certificate and certification agreement remains in 
place; this ensures consistency of production with the conditions of the Certificate issued.  The 
Clause does not infer that a specific unit “continues to be assessed” for its lifetime.  

Part 4 Section 4.4 is a general statement about the expected lifespan of a product.  It is not 
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an absolute guarantee that all units will last 30 years; it is merely an opinion that if installed, 
maintained and operated correctly then the expected lifespan should be in the order of 30 years.  
This does not rule out the possibility that some units may malfunction in a lesser amount of 
time.  Part 4 Section 4.4 must be read in conjunction with the remainder of the Certificate, in 
particular, Conditions 5.1 to 5.7. 

I understand that the ongoing monitoring of the installed unit’s performance is the responsi-
bility of the homeowner who is obliged to register the unit with the Department of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government.  NSAI’s monitoring of the manufacturing processes 
ceases with the termination/withdrawal of the Certificate. 

In terms of a remedy available to those who purchased and installed the units, it is not clear 
if the remedies available under Consumer Protection legislation apply to the particular circum-
stances referred to by the Deputy.  The protections outlined below, only apply to persons when 
acting as consumers i.e. acting for purposes unrelated to the person’s trade, business or profes-
sion.

Consumers who believe that goods which they purchased may not have been of merchant-
able quality or that suppliers who provided them with services did not have the necessary skills 
or did not provide such services with due skill, care and attention, as required by the Sale of 
Goods and Supply of Services Act 1980, may wish to consult their legal advisors in relation to 
enforcing their rights under that Act.

Consumers also enjoy protections under the Consumer Protection Act 2007 which prohibits 
traders from engaging in unfair commercial practices where such practices would be likely to 
cause an appreciable impairment of the average consumer’s ability to make an informed choice 
in relation to products offered for sale and which would also cause the average consumer to 
make a transactional decision that the average consumer would not otherwise make.  The Act 
also prohibits traders from engaging in misleading commercial practices and/or prescribed pro-
hibited practices as defined by the legislation.  Consumers who believe that traders may be en-
gaging in unfair, misleading or prohibited commercial practices may wish to bring evidence of 
such practices to the attention of the National Consumer Agency so that it may be investigated.

11/12/2012WRM00100Employment Permit Legislation

11/12/2012WRM00200227. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his plans to amend the Employment Permit Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55310/12]

11/12/2012WRM00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Departme)
nt is currently preparing new legislation, the purpose of which will be to consolidate and stream-
line the Employment Permits Act 2003 and the Employment Permits Act 2006. The legislation 
will: update provisions for the employment permits schemes in line with policy and economic 
developments since 2007; provide the flexibility to deal with changing labour market, work pat-
terns and economic development needs which often require rapid response; provide for a robust 
employment permits regime with greater clarity for applicants; and cater for the accession of 
new Member States to the EU.

My Department is also actively considering the issues raised in the High Court judgement 
of 31 August in relation to unlawful employment contracts.  It is my firm intention to amend the 
Employment Permits legislation in a precise manner so as to ensure that an employer may not 
benefit from the illegality of the contract of employment where they are found culpable in not 
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ensuring a valid employment permit was in place for the employee concerned.  

In tandem with this, my Department has reviewed its processes with a view to attracting 
more ICT related applications and other applications regarding highly sought skills and is con-
fident that significant improvements can be made shortly which will greatly enhance the em-
ployment permits regime. I intend to announce a range of improvements in this regard shortly.

Work is proceeding in my Department with regard to the preparation of the Bill. Heads of 
Bill were approved by Government last April and since then, my Department has been engaged 
with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel in order to progress the drafting of the Bill.  I in-
tend to introduce the Bill early in 2013.  The Bill is a Government priority and I would expect 
a speedy passage through the Oireachtas after its introduction. 

11/12/2012WRM00400National Lottery Funding Applications

11/12/2012WRM00500228. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the reason a project (details supplied) in Dublin 8 was informed by the county enterprise board 
that they do not qualify for funding from the National Lottery in respect of their restoration 
project. [55328/12]

11/12/2012WRM00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation has no decision making role in relation to the distribution 
of National Lottery funding to community based projects. Nor indeed do the County and City 
Enterprise Boards (CEBs).  The funding available from the CEBs is aimed towards providing 
assistance to commercially viable micro-enterprises in the start-up and expansion phases with 
priority being given to micro-enterprises in the manufacturing and potentially internationally 
traded services sectors. Furthermore, the four Dublin-based CEBs have each confirmed that 
they have not met with representatives of the named project.

11/12/2012WRM00700Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRM00800229. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all 
new services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since 
March 2011. [55434/12]

11/12/2012WRM00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I take it that 
the Deputy is referring to the Public Service Reform programme agreed by Government in No-
vember 2011.  Last July the Government agreed a range of actions aimed at achieving a focused 
and integrated approach to external service delivery of non-core processes with the objective of 
reducing costs and focusing staff on priority areas.  

As part of this approach, the Government has decided that all proposed new services across 
the Public Service will be tested for external service delivery before any approval to provide the 
service internally will be granted.  External service delivery leads have been appointed in every 
Department and Sector.  The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin, has 
responsibility for overseeing the development and implementation of external service delivery 
policy for the Public Service.

I can advise the Deputy that no new services of this nature have been provided by my De-
partment since March 2011.  However, if any new services are proposed, my Department will 



Questions - Written Answers

260

test them for external delivery in line with government policy.

11/12/2012WRM01000EU Directives

11/12/2012WRM01100230. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps he has taken to ensure that all Government Departments have fully implemented the 
Agency Workers Directive and are fully compliant with the protection of Employees (Tempo-
rary Agency Work) Act. [55550/12]

11/12/2012WRM01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Protection 
of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act was enacted on 16th   May, 2012.  I published a 
national information notice in December, 2011 in relation to the legislation and in particular in 
relation to the retrospective provision in the Act.  During the course of the legislative process, 
officials in my Department met with various stakeholders whose members would be affected 
by the legislation, including officials in relevant Government Departments, to consult with and 
inform them about the legislation. A guidance document in relation to this legislation is also 
available on the Department’s website.

In the event that agency workers have not received equal treatment in relation to their basic 
working and employment conditions as outlined in the Protection of Employees (Temporary 
Agency Work) Act, the Act provides a redress mechanism to the Rights Commissioner Service.  

11/12/2012WRM01300Clothing Imports Issues

11/12/2012WRM01400231. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
policy regarding importation of sandblasted denim; and his plans to ban the importation of 
same.  [55563/12]

11/12/2012WRM01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The compe-
tence for the EU’s common commercial policy, covering trade in goods and services as well as 
investment, lies with the European Union.  I am not aware of any plans by the EU Commission 
to propose a ban on the importation into the EU of sand blasted denim.

11/12/2012WRM01600Farm Assist Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRM01700232. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an 
application for farm assist in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [55066/12]

11/12/2012WRM01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 1st 
November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/12/2012WRM01900National Internship Scheme Numbers
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11/12/2012WRM02000233. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress that has 
been made to put in place a national graduate and apprentice internship scheme as outlined in the 
Programme for Government 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55076/12]

11/12/2012WRM02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand that the Deputy’s 
question relates to JobBridge the National Internship Scheme and I will respond to it on that 
basis. The National Internship Scheme was launched on 1st July 2011. It provides internship 
opportunities of either 6 or 9 months for unemployed individuals at all skills levels that are in 
receipt of one of the following claims (Jobseekers Allowance/Jobseekers Benefit/One Parent 
Family Payment/Disability Allowance) or are signing on for credits for at least 3 of the last 6 
months (78 Days).

The aim of JobBridge is to assist individuals in breaking the cycle where they are unable to 
get a job without experience.  It provides them with an opportunity to gain valuable experience, 
relevant knowledge and skills within a working environment.  Furthermore, the Scheme is open 
to organisations or self-employed individuals in all sectors including private, public, voluntary 
and community sectors provided they have a minimum of 1 full time employee (employed for 
30 hours or more per week, subject to tax and PRSI).

The JobBridge Scheme has made significant progress since it came into operation on the 
1st July 2011. Over 12,800 internships have commenced to date with 5,578 participants cur-
rently on an internship as at 6th December 2012 and over 2,100 internship opportunities pres-
ently advertised on www.jobbridge.ie.  An independent evaluation of the Scheme conducted 
by Indecon found that 52% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge have progressed 
into employment on completion of their internship placements. This represents very significant 
progress and very strong progression rates into employment.

Further information on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of the ongoing formal evalu-
ation of JobBridge.  It is anticipated that the final Report will be available in late December.  
This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge Scheme, it will 
provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a measurement of the 
relevance of that experience to the labour market, analysis of age categories and further find-
ings concerning progression into employment. It will also present recommendations on how the 
Scheme might be improved. It is at this stage that further consideration will be given to amend-
ing the terms and conditions of the Scheme

11/12/2012WRM02200Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

11/12/2012WRM02300234. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress that has been 
made in relation to the setting up of a community involvement scheme that will allow for peo-
ple in receipt of job seeker’s allowance to participate in community work such as maintaining 
roadside vergers and general maintenance of community resorts; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55205/12]

11/12/2012WRM02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In general, work such as main-
taining roadside vergers and general maintenance of community resorts is a function for local 
authorities and not for community organisations.  Elements of work to enhance the environment 
for local communities is undertaken under a number of work placement and related schemes 
funded and managed by my Department, namely, the Rural Social Scheme, Community Em-
ployment and Tús – the community work placement initiative.  These are organised at a local 
level with local authority engagement.  As part of the recent budget package for my Depart-
ment, I announced my intention to introduce a social employment scheme in co-operation with 
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local authorities.  Development work on this scheme will begin immediately with a view to 
having it operational by the middle of 2013.

11/12/2012WRM02500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

11/12/2012WRM02600235. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a domiciliary care 
allowance will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry.  [55056/12]

11/12/2012WRM02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 24th October 2012.  This 
application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for DCA.  A letter issued on the 20th November 2012 advising of 
the decision.  

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds, the applicant may sub-
mit additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed by another medical assessor. 
Alternatively, they may also appeal the decision directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

11/12/2012WRM02800Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/12/2012WRM02900236. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13. 
[55064/12]

11/12/2012WRM03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
18th September 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. 
When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/12/2012WRM03100Social Welfare Code Issues

11/12/2012WRM03200237. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide de-
tails of assistance that is available to self employed and returning emigrants, if they find them-
selves unable to find alternative employment or if their businesses are not sustainable; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [55098/12]

11/12/2012WRM03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed workers are liable 
for PRSI at the Class S rate of 4% - the same personal rate as is paid by ordinary employees.  
However, employers also make a PRSI contribution of 10.75% in respect of their employees, 
resulting in the payment of a combined 14.75% rate per employee under full-rate PRSI Class 
A.  As a result, ordinary employees can build entitlement towards the full range of social wel-
fare benefits.  Class S contributions provide cover for long-term benefits such as State pension 
(contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s pension (contributory) only.  
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In terms of current supports available to self-employed persons, in certain cases, a self-
employed person who had insurable employment in the relevant year and had paid sufficient 
Class A contributions may qualify for a jobseeker’s benefit payment, provided all the conditions 
of the scheme are satisfied.

A self-employed person who has paid insufficient Class A contributions may instead qualify 
for jobseeker’s allowance.  Jobseeker’s allowance is a means-tested payment and in assessing 
a person’s means for the purposes of this allowance, account is taken of all income which the 
person may reasonably expect to receive during the succeeding year.  In general, this means 
assessment will take account of the level of earnings in the last twelve months in determining 
their expected income for the following year.  In the current climate, account is taken of the 
economic situation and it is accepted that future earnings may be lower than those of previous 
years.  The process also recognises the potential for significant upward or downward variations 
in income from one year to the next. 

It should also be noted that EU/EEA regulations provide that periods of social insurance in 
one Member State may be credited to a worker’s social insurance record in another Member 
State to facilitate qualification for Jobseeker’s Benefit. In this regard, the person must have been 
covered by a period of social insurance in the other country and the person must have paid at 
least one reckonable contribution since the date they last arrived in Ireland.

11/12/2012WRM03400Family Income Supplement Applications

11/12/2012WRM03500238. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an application for family income supplement in respect of a person (details suppplied) 
in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55165/12]

11/12/2012WRM03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied to 
have his FIS payment renewed from 30th August 2012.  His average earnings were calculated 
having regard to his earnings in the year ended 31 December 2011, the latest available P60.  His 
most recent payslips were also examined but these gave him a higher weekly net income than 
his P60. The income from his P60 was used in his FIS assessment as this gave a more represen-
tative view of his net income over a longer period of time resulting in him qualifying for a more 
favourable rate of FIS.   Based on his P60, the net weekly income of the person concerned was 
assessed at €256, which for a family with two children qualifies him for a weekly FIS rate of 
€208.00 for 52 weeks from 30th August 2012 to 28th August 2012.  

From the information submitted with your question, it appears that the income of the person 
concerned changed again from October 2012. However as his entitlement to FIS is determined 
from 30th of August 2012 for 52 weeks, income changes from October 2012 will not be taken 
into account until his renewal application in August 2013. 

An integral part of the FIS scheme is that once the level of payment is determined, it con-
tinues to be payable at that rate for a period of 52 weeks, provided that the person remains in 
full-time employment. The rate of payment may be increased if an additional child is born dur-
ing the 52 week period. 

On the other hand, the rate of payment will not change if there is an increase or decrease in 
the recipient’s earnings. A key advantage of this approach, which is unique to the FIS scheme, 
is that claimants can be certain that they will receive a guaranteed level of income support 
throughout the period.   This certainty is important to the success of the scheme as it provides a 
real incentive to workers with families to avail of employment.
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11/12/2012WRM03700Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

11/12/2012WRM03800239. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if the amount due 
on the mortgage every month can be used to offset rental income for the purposes of claiming 
means tested social welfare payments, in particular jobseeker’s allowance. [55224/12]

11/12/2012WRM03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social welfare legislation provides 
that the yearly value of “property owned but not personally used or enjoyed” is assessable for 
means testing purposes. Property for this purpose includes: i. Money invested in a bank, build-
ing society or other financial institution; ii. The current market value of stocks and shares of 
every description, and iii. Houses and premises owned by a claimant which may or may not be 
put to commercial use (including property which is rented out). 

However, it does not include property such as the home or, for example, a premises used by 
the claimant in carrying out a business. 

For assessment purposes, the current market value of the property is established as well 
as the amount of any outstanding mortgages on that property. The balance (market value less 
outstanding mortgage) is assessed by reference to a formula. Where the current market value is 
less than the outstanding mortgage, no assessment is made.  Accordingly, it is the value of the 
outstanding mortgage which is taken into account as distinct from the interest payments on that 
mortgage.

In establishing the current market value of a property, the Department may make enquiry of 
the State Valuation Office. Alternatively, the market value may be established through receipt 
of a reasonable current valuation from a registered auctioneer, with reference to the purchase 
price and date of purchase of the property or, alternatively, the inspector may agree a valuation 
with a customer having regard to the type and location of the individual property and prevailing 
market values in that area. 

The current market value of a property is the best estimate of what would be achievable if 
the property was offered for sale. Such an estimate will have regard to reductions in prices over 
recent years. 

11/12/2012WRM04000Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

11/12/2012WRM04100240. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the jobseeker’s allowance payment in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare, 
who is now working maximum one day per week; the amount the applicant is receiving per 
week in respect of this payment and the way this figure was reached; if she will re-examine the 
arrears that were issued in the case and set out the way in which they were calculated; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55229/12]

11/12/2012WRM04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A review of the jobseeker’s al-
lowance claim of the person concerned will be undertaken and the person concerned will be 
informed of the outcome once the review is completed.

11/12/2012WRM04300Disability Allowance Appeals

11/12/2012WRM04400241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in respect of determination of an appeal in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
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County Kildare and their application for disability allowance; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55233/12]

11/12/2012WRM04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  As part of the appeals process, the 
department referred all the medical evidence received to a second medical assessor for review. 
The medical assessor was of the opinion, based on all the information supplied, that the person 
concerned was not medically suitable for disability allowance.  The person’s appeal has now 
been referred to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.

11/12/2012WRM04600National Internship Scheme Numbers

11/12/2012WRM04700242. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will explain the way 
an organisation (details supplied) was able to employ a number of jobbridge workers while at 
the same time moving to dismiss nine full time workers; and the action she will take regarding 
same.  [55238/12]

11/12/2012WRM04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The National Internship Scheme 
was launched on 1st July 2011. It provides internship opportunities of either 6 or 9 months for 
unemployed individuals on the Live Register, in organisations in the private, public and com-
munity voluntary sectors.

Its aim is to assist in breaking the cycle where jobseekers are unable to get a job without 
experience and provide the opportunity to gain valuable experience, relevant knowledge and 
skills in a working environment.

The JobBridge Scheme has made significant progress since it came into operation on the 
1st July 2011. Over 12,800 internships have commenced to date with 5,578 participants cur-
rently on an internship as at 6th December 2012 and over 2,100 internship opportunities pres-
ently advertised on www.jobbridge.ie.  An independent evaluation of the Scheme conducted 
by Indecon found that 52% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge have progressed 
into employment on completion of their internship placements. This represents very significant 
progress and very strong progression rates into employment.

In response to the specific matter raised by the Deputy, I wish to advise an email complaint 
in respect of this matter was sent by UNITE trade union on 27th November at 20:49 to the 
JobBridge Central Unit. This matter was fully investigated on 28th November and a response 
was issued by the JobBridge Central Unit on 29th November at 09:23. This matter was also 
raised by Deputy Joe Higgins as a Topical Debate Motion on 29th November though it was not 
ultimately selected for answer; a response was accordingly then issued to the Deputy on 30th 
November at 16:18 in respect of this matter.  

The complaint alleged that Chartered Accounts Ireland was using JobBridge to displace 
employees. It was alleged that these incidences of displacement took effect from August 2012. 
As highlighted above, this complaint was treated very seriously by my Departments’ officials 
and investigated immediately. 

The investigation of this complaint found that Chartered Accountants Ireland had only ad-
vertised one internship opportunity on the JobBridge website since August 2012. This intern-
ship position, reference: 710310 was for a Marketing Executive.   The advert went live on the 
JobBridge website on 21st August 2012. Our records indicate that nobody has been selected by 
the company to start this internship. This was communicated via email to an official of UNITE 
and Deputy Joe Higgins.  In the respective email responses from the JobBridge Central Unit. 
UNITE was invited to contact the JobBridge unit in the event of any further queries or concerns 
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in this regard and that staff in the unit would assist further.  My Department has not to date 
received a response to the email correspondence sent to UNITE and Deputy Higgins on this 
matter. 

Furthermore, UNITE and the Deputy were also advised that Chartered Accountants Ireland 
submitted an additional five internship vacancies but these were rejected by the JobBridge team 
as they did not meet the Scheme’s quality criteria. 

The terms and conditions for participation in JobBridge are stringent to ensure that strong 
systems and controls are in place.  

In order to protect the Intern and to ensure the integrity of the JobBridge Scheme a variety 
of control measures and criteria have been introduced. These ensure that the internship does not 
displace an existing position; that it provides appropriate training and development experience; 
and that appropriate mentoring and support is provided to the Intern.  

Firstly, the Standard Agreement signed and agreed to by both the Intern and the host organi-
sation upon commencement clearly states the terms of the internship; including the expected 
working hours, which can range from 30–40 hours (maximum) per week and the specific learn-
ing outcomes the intern will gain over the course of their internship.

Secondly, to ensure that both the host organisation and intern are abiding by the spirit and 
the rules of the scheme, the Department of Social Protection are involved in the on-going moni-
toring of internships. This involves the regular review of monthly compliance reports and the 
conducting of random monitoring site visits to facilitate discussions with both parties to the 
internship. I am delighted to advise that 97% of monitoring visits conducted to-date were of a 
satisfactory nature. Remedial action has been taken in cases where the visit was deemed not to 
be of a satisfactory nature.

Consequently, it is worth noting that participation in the Scheme is voluntary and an intern 
may contact the JobBridge Team at any stage of their internship for advice and support.

11/12/2012WRM04900Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

11/12/2012WRM05000243. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue in respect of an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 6; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55270/12]

11/12/2012WRM05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence 
disallowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned was notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision on 10th   December 2012.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

11/12/2012WRN00150Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/12/2012WRN00200244. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55299/12]
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11/12/2012WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy 
the contribution conditions.  

This department received a claim for invalidity pension for the person concerned on 24 May 
2011.  The medical evidence provided by the claimant in support of her claim was examined by 
a medical assessor who was of the opinion that the person concerned is not eligible for invalid-
ity pension as she does not satisfy the medical criteria.  The application for invalidity pension 
was disallowed by a deciding officer.  The person in question was notified of this decision and 
the reason for it on 11 January 2012. 

The person concerned appealed the decision.  Following further review her invalidity claim 
has been awarded from 26 May 2011. Arrangements have been made to have her first payment 
sent to her nominated bank account on 10 January 2013 and any arrears due will issue shortly 
after.

11/12/2012WRN00350Social Welfare Code Review

11/12/2012WRN00400245. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to change 
the three day rule in relation to jobseeker’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55312/12]

11/12/2012WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and job-
seeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are un-
able to find alternative employment.  It is a fundamental qualifying condition for these schemes 
that a person must be available for full-time work. 

A person is entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance where they are fully 
unemployed for at least 3 days in any period of 6 consecutive days (Sundays are currently ex-
cluded from this calculation).

It is recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from the more 
traditional work patterns, with a consequent increase in the number of casual workers.  In tan-
dem many large employers currently have significant numbers of part time workers who are 
also being paid by the Department.  In acknowledgement of this trend, the Department has 
commenced work on the consideration of the future structure of the jobseeker schemes.  In this 
regard my Department’s work is being informed by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Jobs, 
Social Protection and Education report, A Review of the Status of Casual Workers in Ireland.   
This report recommended increasing the flexibility of the existing jobseeker schemes by mov-
ing from the current days based system to a system of entitlement based on hours. However, 
increasing flexibility in the system could potentially, depending on the behavioural response, 
increase the number of people claiming a jobseeker’s payment thereby increasing the total cost 
of the scheme to the Exchequer. 

This work is complex and is taking place in the context of other social welfare reforms 
including the recognition of Sunday working for jobseekers, the current economic situation, 
and the considerable administrative change that implementation of reform to the jobseeker’s 
schemes will require.

11/12/2012WRN00550Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times
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11/12/2012WRN00600246. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the average 
waiting time for processing of applications for family income supplement at Longford social 
welfare; the number of persons waiting more than six months; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [55321/12]

11/12/2012WRN00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to 
providing a quality service to all its customers.  This includes ensuring that applications are 
processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible.

FIS claims, both new and renewal, received on or after the 5th November 2012 are currently 
being processed on receipt.  There are currently 293 new applications and 94 renewal applica-
tions waiting for more than 6 months.  In addition to delays caused by the current backlog of 
claims awaiting processing, factors that can delay FIS applications are the provision of informa-
tion and documentation by applicants and their employers as well as cases which require infor-
mation from other EU countries or where referral to the social welfare inspectorate is required.

An in-depth business process improvement (BPI) project has recently been completed for 
the FIS scheme.  This project focused on optimising output, improving customer service and the 
elimination of backlogs.  Part of the project was a detailed examination of workloads and a full 
assessment of existing capacity within the area and what capacity is needed in order to process 
the volumes of claims, both new and renewal, being received on a weekly basis.

The outcome of this review is a detailed plan outlining the process required to manage both 
the continuous weekly intake and backlog claims clearance.  This plan sees the current weekly 
new claim and renewal intake processed by one team, while the backlog is ring-fenced and a 
focused team assigned to this work with a clear plan for its elimination.  

This team including additional temporary resources has been identified and is already as-
signed and working on the backlog claims.  In order to reduce the time it will take to eliminate 
the backlog, some claims are being processed outside of Longford Social Welfare Services 
Office.  This team is fully focussed on the elimination of the backlog of claims in the shortest 
possible timeframe, concentrating in the first instance on those claims which were previously 
in payment but where payment has expired and continuing on to first-time new claims.  Within 
those categories, those waiting the longest will be processed first.  

It is expected that the backlog will be fully eliminated by the end of March 2013.  Claims 
which are approved by the backlog team will be backdated to the date of claim or the date of 
expiry of the previous claim, as appropriate, and all arrears due will be paid.

11/12/2012WRN00750One-Parent Family Payment Appeals

11/12/2012WRN00800247. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
appeal for one parent family allowance will be determined in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55326/12]

11/12/2012WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
28th November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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11/12/2012WRN00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/12/2012WRN01000248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
appeal in respect of an application for invalidity pension will be determined in the case of a 
person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55331/12]

11/12/2012WRN01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
17th September 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. 
When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 249 withdrawn.

11/12/2012WRN01250Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/12/2012WRN01300250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
application for carer’s allowance will be determined in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55343/12]

11/12/2012WRN01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 11th of October 
2012. On completion of all the necessary investigations in relation to this application, a decision 
will issue directly to the person in question.

11/12/2012WRN01450Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

11/12/2012WRN01500251. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the de-
lay in issuing a decision on a domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55344/12]

11/12/2012WRN01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
4th December 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/12/2012WRN01650Social Welfare Code Issues

11/12/2012WRN01700252. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection where a young person aged 
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23/24 loses a job, then are entitled to jobseekers benefit for a certain number of months; if he 
will confirm the criteria on which they are assessed in relation to the income of their parents; if 
the parents have to declare all their income; is the family home mortgage assessed in the means 
test; what are the limits for the parental income; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[55355/12]

11/12/2012WRN01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Jobseeker’s benefit is paid at the 
full standard rate to qualified claimants regardless of age and without a means test, subject to 
the normal rules of the Jobseeker’s Benefit scheme. If a claimant is still unemployed when they 
exhaust their entitlement to Jobseeker’s Benefit, they may claim Jobseeker’s Allowance which 
is subject to a means test. People transferring to Jobseeker’s Allowance immediately after fin-
ishing their entitlement to Jobseeker’s Benefit may receive the maximum weekly payment rate 
of €188 rather than the reduced rate of €144 or €100 which is paid to jobseeker’s allowance 
recipients aged between 18 and 21 or 22 to 24 respectively.

Current legislation provides that where a person aged 25 years or under claims Jobseeker’s 
Allowance and is living with a parent or step-parent in the family home, an assessment is made 
of the yearly value of any benefit and privilege enjoyed by that person by virtue of residing 
there. The value of the benefit and privilege assessed is based on the level of the parents’ as-
sessable income.

There are two exceptions to this rule.  No assessment is made where a son or daughter  and 
his or her spouse / civil partner / partner is living with his / her parents or where a person re-
turns to the parental home having had an independent life elsewhere in Ireland or abroad for an 
appreciable length of time e.g. at least three years.  Parental income includes income from em-
ployment, self-employment, pensions, rental income, maintenance payments and some social 
welfare payments and health service executive payments.  

All income must be declared. However, deductions are allowed for income tax, universal 
social charge, PRSI, superannuation/ PRSA contributions, private health insurance contribu-
tion, pension levy and union dues.  Deductions are also allowed for rent or mortgage payments 
and a parental allowance of €600 per week per couple plus €30 per week in respect of other 
dependent children applies.  Any balance is assessed at 34% and this constitutes the weekly 
value of benefit and privilege. 

Once the person concerned reaches 25 years of age, the value of any benefit and privilege 
will no longer be regarded as means.

11/12/2012WRN01850Illness Benefit Appeals

11/12/2012WRN01900253. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will be made on an illness benefit appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55361/12]

11/12/2012WRN02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.

An appeal was registered on 13th September 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for 
the documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the ap-
peal.  In that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  The per-
son concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

11/12/2012WRN02050Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/12/2012WRN02100254. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will issue in relation to an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55362/12]

11/12/2012WRN02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 22nd of June 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/12/2012WRN02250Child Benefit Payments

11/12/2012WRN02300255. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form the number of recipients of child benefit who are in receipt of payments for third 
and subsequent child broken down by country and number of children. [55373/12]

11/12/2012WRN02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child Benefit is paid to around 
608,000 families in respect of some 1.16 million children. It is a universal payment that assists 
parents with the cost of raising children and contributes towards alleviating child poverty. It is 
expected that some €2 billion will be spent on Child Benefit in 2012. 

Child benefit is paid to almost 141,000 families in which there are three or more children. 
Just under 475,000 children live in families where there are three or more children.  This repre-
sents 23% of families and 40% of children. Almost three quarters of these families have three 
children and more than nine out of ten of the families concerned have either three or four chil-
dren.

Child benefit is paid to a total of 189 families with three or more children in respect of 620 
children who are living outside Ireland. This represents less than one seventh of one per cent of 
the families and children concerned.

The tabular statement gives a further breakdown of these data. 

County Number of Families with 3+ 
Children

Number of Children in 
Families with 3+ Children

Antrim 7 23
Armagh 38 134
Carlow 1,973 6,583
Cavan 2,774 9,534
Clare 3,985 13,403
Cork 15,910 53,172
Derry 51 172
Donegal 5,424 18,686
Down 98 340
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County Number of Families with 3+ 
Children

Number of Children in 
Families with 3+ Children

Dublin 32,311 108,228
Fermanagh 67 222
Galway 7,950 27,215
Kerry 4,256 14,309
Kildare 7,509 25,118
Kilkenny 2,971 9,984
Laois 2,731 9,298
Leitrim 1,119 3,857
Limerick 5,568 18,772
Longford 1,457 5,097
Louth 4,161 13,952
Mayo 4,278 14,715
Meath 6,740 22,411
Monaghan 2,111 7,232
Offaly 2,580 8,780
Roscommon 2,004 6,851
Sligo 2,011 6,869
Tipperary 5,041 17,109
Tyrone 31 106
Waterford 3,559 11,866
Westmeath 2,923 9,979
Wexford 4,707 15,826
Wicklow 4,376 14,515
Outside Ireland 189 620
Total 140,910 474,978

11/12/2012WRN02450Family Income Supplement Applications

11/12/2012WRN02500256. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection when 
a review of family income supplement will be completed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Offaly; if she will expedite the review; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [55387/12]

11/12/2012WRN02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings.  

The person concerned applied to have their FIS renewed from 29 November 2012.  As part 
of the process to establish household means for FIS purposes in this case, it was referred to 
the social welfare inspectorate to confirm details of income.  The person concerned was inter-
viewed by a social welfare inspector on 5th December 2012, following which he was requested 
to provide further documentation in relation to his household income. When this documentation 
is provided his FIS entitlement will be further considered and he will be notified directly of the 
outcome.

11/12/2012WRN02650Public Services Provision
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11/12/2012WRN02700257. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if she will provide a list of all new services 
across her Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 2011. 
[55437/12]

11/12/2012WRN02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): For many years the Department 
has contracted extensively with the private sector for the delivery of a variety of services where 
this provides better value for State money than the internal provision of services. These con-
tracts range from the provision of scheme payments and employment services to information 
technology and medical certification. They also include cleaning, waste management, wash-
room services, transport services, pest control and security services. 

The Department is currently examining the feasibility of contracting private providers of 
employment services on a payment by results basis in order to meet the increasing demand 
for such services. The Department is also considering the contracting of external providers of 
medical services in order to enhance its capacity to undertake assessments and reviews of en-
titlements to illness and disability related schemes.

11/12/2012WRN02850State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

11/12/2012WRN02900258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlement 
to contributory pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55497/12]

11/12/2012WRN03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Section 110 (1) (b) of The Social 
Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005 provides that a self-employed contributor shall not be re-
garded as satisfying the qualifying conditions for State pension (contributory) unless all self-
employed PRSI contributions payable by him or her have been paid. 

The person concerned applied for State pension (contributory) on 22 March 2012. His ap-
plication was disallowed because according to the records of the Department, he has outstand-
ing PRSI liabilities for the 2006 tax year which have not yet been discharged.  On receipt 
of confirmation that the person concerned has finalised his self-employment tax liability with 
Revenue, his pension entitlement will be re-examined and he will be notified of the outcome 
without delay.

Question No. 259 withdrawn.

11/12/2012WRN03150Respite Care Grant Data

11/12/2012WRN03200260. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular breakdown by county the total number of persons in receipt of respite care grant, regard-
less of other payments in 2010, 2011 and 2012.  [55553/12]

11/12/2012WRN03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The respite care grant (RCG) is an 
annual payment made automatically to people in receipt of carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit, or 
domiciliary care allowance from my Department.  Other people who are not in receipt of one of 
these payments, but who are providing full time care and attention can also apply for the grant 
via separate application.

The RCG is paid automatically on the 1st Thursday in June of the years in question and is 
paid by a number of sections in my Department, via various computer platforms. As a result, 
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not all of the information requested by the Deputy is available. Details of the number of RCG, 
broken down by scheme and are shown in the table. However, the information requested in rela-
tion to customers resident in individual counties is not available on a county basis. 

Table 1 - Respite Care Grant Number of Carers (2010 to date)   

Year Carer’s Allow-
ance

Carer’s Benefit Domiciliary 
Care Allowance 

Standalone 
RCG

2010 38,260 1,697 23,110 5,184
2011 39,601 1,223 23,710 4,629
2012 37,853 (to June 

2012)
1,210 (to date) 24,245 (to  June 

2012)
4,149 (to date)

       Questions Nos. 261 and 262 withdrawn.

11/12/2012WRO00250Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRO00300263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of rent allowance payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if any 
arrears are due in this instance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55573/12]

11/12/2012WRO00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned had been 
asked to provide information in relation to a change of circumstances that had not previously 
been communicated to the Department.  The Department has since carried out a reassessment 
in relation to the rent supplement entitlement of the person concerned.  The correct rent level 
of rent supplement is now in payment.  An Exceptional Needs Payment has been issued for all 
arrears owed.

11/12/2012WRO00450Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

11/12/2012WRO00500264. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of staff 
working at the Dublin central rent supplement applications processing unit; the number of ap-
plications received by the unit since it opened and the processing time of applications; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55581/12]

11/12/2012WRO00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Currently 10 staff are assigned to 
the rent supplement processing hub in Dublin Central division.  This staffing figure is based 
on incremental assignments to the area being realisable on foot of broader re-structuring in the 
division.  The unit has received approximately 1,427 new cases from opening in March until the 
end of November 2012.  There has been a significant improvement in waiting times for applica-
tions to be processed since the unit was established, and as additional staff have been assigned.  
Applications for rent supplement or mortgage interest supplement now commence processing 
within a week.

11/12/2012WRO00650Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

11/12/2012WRO00700265. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the specific criteria 
with regard to the progression rule in respect of assessing an application for back to education 
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allowance; her views on the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; if there should be 
some leniency in respect of this application in view of the fact that this person does not hold a 
certificate or qualification in a previous field of study and who is currently unable to find em-
ployment in that field. [55583/12]

11/12/2012WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A person wishing to pursue BTEA 
will have to satisfy a number of conditions such as being a certain age, in receipt of a prescribed 
social welfare payment for a specified time period, pursuing a full time course of study leading 
to a recognised qualification in a recognised college and progressing in the level of education 
held by the client with reference to the national framework of qualifications among others.

Progression has always been a fundamental condition of BTEA. State support for education 
purposes is grounded on a student progressing from one qualification level to a higher one.  This 
is necessary to ensure displacement does not occur, in that courses could be offered to students 
who are not progressing at the cost of students progressing from a lower education level.  As the 
person concerned applied to participate in a full-time level 5 course in commercial photography 
having already completed two courses at the same level in computers and veterinary studies, 
her present application could not be approved.

However, if the person wishes to pursue a part-time education course they may be able to do 
so while still obtaining their jobseeker’s payment.  They must apply at their local social welfare 
office and verify that participation on the part-time course does not reduce their availability for 
work.  In the case of jobseeker’s benefit, participation on a course does not grant any extension 
to the normal period for which jobseeker’s benefit is paid.

11/12/2012WRO00850Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/12/2012WRO00900266. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection when a carer’s allowance 
application made in October 2011 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Meath will 
be processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [55588/12]

11/12/2012WRO01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 30th November 
2011.  The medical assessment has been completed.  The application is with a social welfare 
investigative officer, since 7th December 2012, for assessment of the level of care being provid-
ed/means assessment and confirmation that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance 
are satisfied.  Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted the report a deciding 
officer will make a full decision.  The application will be processed as quickly as possible and 
when a decision is made the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

11/12/2012WRO01050Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/12/2012WRO01100267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55601/12]

11/12/2012WRO01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for invalidity pen-
sion, by the person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer of the Department on 9th 
June 2012.  I am informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that there is no trace of appeal 
against this decision by the person concerned.  In the normal course, an appeal against the deci-
sion of a Deciding Officer must be made within 21 days of a decision being notified.  Appeals 
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received outside of this time limit may be accepted at the discretion of the Chief Appeals Of-
ficer.  I am informed that the person is being written to by the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
inviting her to make application for a late appeal and to set out the reasons therefor.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

11/12/2012WRO01250Work Placement Programme

11/12/2012WRO01300268. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any condi-
tions under which a person availing of a Tús scheme may extend their term on the scheme; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [55617/12]

11/12/2012WRO01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús, the community work place-
ment initiative introduced during 2011, was initially set up to provide up to 5,000 short-term, 
quality work opportunities for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  This initiative 
is being delivered through the network of local development companies and Údarás na Gael-
tachta.  The purpose of Tús is the provision of quality work for those who are unemployed in 
order to break the cycle of unemployment and to improve a person’s opportunities in returning 
to the labour market.  I consider the existing 12-month period on Tús to be adequate to meet the 
objectives of the initiative whilst also ensuring that as many unemployed people as possible are 
able to benefit from the initiative.  There are no circumstances under which a person’s term on 
Tús can be extended.

11/12/2012WRO01450Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRO01500269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of rent support payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55624/12]

11/12/2012WRO01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of rent allowance to the 
person concerned is under review.  In order to establish the correct level of rent allowance pay-
able, she was issued with an explanatory letter and the relevant forms for completion in Septem-
ber 2012.  She has not replied, nor has she contacted the local community welfare service office.  
To enable the rent allowance review to be completed, the person concerned should return the 
form or contact her local community welfare service office.

11/12/2012WRO01650Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRO01700270. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision to refuse 
a rent supplement payment to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will be reviewed; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [55635/12]

11/12/2012WRO01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that due to an error in the calculation of an income disregard, the rent supple-
ment of the person concerned was reduced for the period 1st August 2012 to 30th November 
2102.  This error has now been corrected as a result of which an increased supplement has been 
approved.  Arrears for the period 1st August 2012 to 30th November 2012 were issued on 4th 
December 2012.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
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for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

11/12/2012WRO01850Social Welfare Appeals Status

11/12/2012WRO01900271. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal 
for mortgage interest relief will be decided in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55639/12]

11/12/2012WRO02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence has allowed the 
appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the decision.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

11/12/2012WRO02050Redundancy Rebates

11/12/2012WRO02100272. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection if, in view of the 
recent budget announcement to abolish the redundancy rebate for employers, she will now con-
sider an exemption for this rebate for small businesses who are already struggling with many 
costs and who if they need to make persons redundant may now have to cut other costs which 
may lead to further job losses; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55670/12]

11/12/2012WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the redundancy 
payments scheme is to compensate workers, under the Redundancy Payments Acts, for the 
loss of their jobs by reason of redundancy.  Compensation is based on the worker’s length of 
reckonable service and reckonable weekly remuneration, subject to a ceiling of €600 per week.  
The recent Budget announcement has no impact on the level of statutory redundancy payable 
to employees who are being made redundant.

It is the responsibility of the employer to pay statutory redundancy to all their eligible em-
ployees.  An employer who pays statutory redundancy payments to their employees is currently 
entitled to a rebate of a portion of that payment from the State.  Where an employer can prove to 
the satisfaction of the Department that it is unable to pay the statutory redundancy to its eligible 
employees the Department will make lump sum payments directly to those employees and will 
seek to recover the debt from the employer.  Rebates to employers and lump sums paid directly 
to employees are paid from the Social Insurance Fund (SIF).

Significant and increasing amounts have been paid out in redundancy rebates to employers 
from the SIF in recent years.  While the SIF is constituted primarily from employer contribu-
tions, the taxpayers’ contribution is also significant.  One of the factors which influenced the 
Government’s decisions to revise the rebate rate last year and now to remove the rebate was 
the increasing cost of rebates in recent years.  I am very concerned about the deficit in the SIF.  
In terms of redundancy rebate payments to employers, €152.2 million was paid out in 2006; 
€167.4 million in 2007; €161.8 million in 2008; €247.9 million in 2009; €373.2 million in 
2010 and €185.3 million in 2011.  The amounts paid out in lump sums to employees have also 
increased.

As a result of the changes announced in Budget 2013 no rebate will be payable to employ-
ers in cases where the date of dismissal by reason of redundancy occurs on or after 1 January 
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2013.  The 15% rebate will continue to apply to those cases on hand and those which will be 
received in the coming months where the date of dismissal is on or between 1 January 2012 and 
31 December 2012.  It is not proposed to make exceptions to the abolition of the redundancy 
rebate for small businesses.

11/12/2012WRO02250Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

11/12/2012WRO02300273. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when the file on 
jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will be moved 
from the Inspector to the Deciding Officer; if a decision will be expedited taking into account 
the particular hardship in this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55696/12]

11/12/2012WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance claim 
of the person concerned has been awarded and is in payment.

11/12/2012WRO02450Arts Funding

11/12/2012WRO02500274. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht while pro-
tecting funding to the arts in general, if he will ensure that no taxpayers’ money is made avail-
able to circuses which use animals.  [55289/12]

11/12/2012WRO02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Government 
policy is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, increase access to and participation 
in the arts, to make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life, and maximise the 
potential for cultural tourism.  Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels 
throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council, which, under the Arts Acts, is indepen-
dent in its funding decisions.  The Arts Council strategic overview document Developing the 
Arts in Ireland: Arts Council Strategic Overview 2011-2013 sets out the key strategic principles 
that will inform its funding and other decisions in the next few years.

11/12/2012WRO02650Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRO02700275. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when the turf compensation will be delivered to a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55309/12]

11/12/2012WRO02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  Arrange-
ments are being made for cut turf to be delivered to this individual as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRO02850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRO02900276. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to pay compensation to turf cutters who were forced to cease the cutting of turf on a spe-
cial area of conservation due to their participation in the REP scheme programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55412/12]
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11/12/2012WRO03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The qualify-
ing criteria for the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, administered by my Depart-
ment, are that: The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas 
of conservation – ownership or turbary right; the claimant must have been the owner or entitled 
to exercise turbary rights on the land in question on 25 May 2010; the turbary on the site must 
not be exhausted; the claimant must have been cutting turf on the lands in question during the 
relevant five year period; and no turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

My Department is considering the position of those who have applied for compensation but 
do not appear to fulfil the qualifying criteria of the scheme for a variety of reasons, and will be 
writing to all such applicants in relation to their position in due course.

11/12/2012WRO03050Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRO03100277. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all 
new services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since 
March 2011. [55425/12]

11/12/2012WRO03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Depu-
ty may be aware, a key objective in my Department’s Reform Plan and Croke Park Action Plan 
is to deliver on the commitment in the Programme for Government to identify and eliminate 
non-priority programmes and outsource, where appropriate, non-critical functions.

In the context of the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure, my Department examined 
external service delivery options and during that review process, my Department was ever 
conscious that there are examples across the public service where external service delivery 
has already provided greater value for money enabling organisations to move their focus from 
direct provision to core-value added activities.  Indeed, in the context of reduced resources and 
the current economic climate, the key challenge is to prioritise and reduce the cost of service 
delivery, without compromising on the delivery of services to the public and to employees.

To date, my Department has moved its entire payroll and payment processing function to 
the Killarney Shared Service.  My Department is also currently availing of ICT shared services 
from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and shares other in-
frastructural and accommodation services and costs with a number of public bodies.  It might be 
noted that my Department also currently provides a HR service to a number of the bodies fund-
ed from the Department’s Vote Group and is examining options around expanding this service.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department also has been engaging with the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform recently in relation to the conducting of VFM reviews.  In 
this regard, I understand that the process of carrying out such reviews, including through shared 
services and on an external service basis, is currently being examined centrally.

The Deputy should note that certain services such as cleaning services are provided by 
external service providers, while in other areas, such as property and facility management, we 
largely avail of services from the Office of Public Works.  It should be noted that my Depart-
ment has responsibility for the National Parks and Wildlife portfolio and in this regard, my 
Department manages and operates a number of tourism and visitor sites across the country.  We 
are currently reviewing the business processes and services provided at those sites and examin-
ing options around external service delivery.  The overall objective will of course be to continue 
delivering a quality service to our customers at these sites.
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It might also be noted that across the heritage services for which this Department is re-
sponsible, the Department already outsources and uses external service providers for techni-
cal advice, engineering services and some architectural services and this has proved very cost 
effective.  In the context of the staffing gaps and expertise gaps arising in the Department in 
recent times, including the need to refocus and prioritise work, we are examining further op-
tions and possible alternative delivery mechanisms in order to achieve cost savings and to have 
prompt access as required to specific technical skills.  This will also enable us to focus on core 
valued-added activities.

One of the key sectoral reforms for my Department as outlined in its High-Level Reform 
Plan, is the delivery of an electronic Property Management System, which will record all prop-
erties and land in the ownership and care of the Department.  A new unit within the National 
Parks and Wildlife Division of the Department has been established to progress this project, 
including the examination of options around outsourcing and delivering elements of the project 
through an external service provider, with the required technical expertise.

11/12/2012WRP00150Exploration Industry Data

11/12/2012WRP00200278. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 23 October 2012, if he will provide in 
tabular form by year, the receipts and expenditure in respect of a company (details supplied) for 
each of the years 2000 to 2012. [55393/12]

11/12/2012WRP00300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): As set out by the Minister for Public Service and Reform 
in his replies to Parliamentary Questions numbers 285 of 23 October 2012, 79 of 26 September 
2012 and 493 of 18 September 2012, the terms applicable to the Kinsale gas field are governed 
by a 1959 Oil Exploration and Development Agreement which sets out the regime of royalties, 
tax and rentals that apply.  I should point out that the 1959 Agreement now relates to the Kinsale 
lease area only and that the fiscal terms applying to oil and gas exploration and production have 
been amended on a number of occasions since, most recently in the 2008 Finance Act which 
introduced a new profit resource rent tax of up to 15% in addition to the 25% corporate tax rate 
previously applying.

The royalties and expenditures in respect of Marathon Petroleum/PSE Kinsale are set out in 
the table below, please note that the figures for year 2000 are in punts.  I should also point out 
that the amount paid in tax from the Kinsale gas field is a matter between the company and the 
Revenue Commissioners and is not included in the table.

Year Royalties received (000) Remittances Paid (000)
2000 £6,950 £5,239
2001 €8,180 €16,198
2002 €7,306 €13,752
2003 €5,071 €8,496
2004 €4,900  €6,244
2005 €5,080 €1,748
2006 €12,231     €5,836
2007 €4,931  €0
2008 €9,611 €11,677
2009 €2,114 €4,743
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Year Royalties received (000) Remittances Paid (000)
2010                                       

€2,572
€6,333

2011 €3,904 €2,868
2012 €3,955  €2,603

11/12/2012WRP00350Salmon Hardship Scheme Issues

11/12/2012WRP00400279. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 423 of 30 June 2009, if he will provide the 
names and addresses of 1,171 applicants for the salmon hardship scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55664/12]

11/12/2012WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): In 2009, the number of commercial salmon fishing licenc-
es available for issue was governed by the Control of Fishing for Salmon Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 
142, 2009).  Licences were issued then by the Regional Fisheries Boards, now Inland Fisheries 
Ireland (IFI).  I am advised that a total of 149 commercial salmon licences were issued in 2009.  
A further 28 licences have been issued by the Loughs Agency in respect of the Foyle area under 
the provisions of the Foyle Area (Control of Drift and Draft Net Fishing) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 2007.

The Salmon Hardship Scheme was established following the cessation of the interceptory 
mixed stock fishing for wild salmon.  The scheme was administered at the time, on behalf of my 
Department, by Bord Iascaigh Mhara and by the Loughs Agency in respect of the Foyle area.

The detailed information sought by the Deputy is not held in the records of my Department.  
However, I am arranging for a copy of the Deputy’s question to be conveyed to Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara and the Loughs Agency for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRP00550Electricity Transmission Network

11/12/2012WRP00600280. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason his Department has assumed responsibility for a non-ionising radiation 
monitoring programme in relation to the monitoring programme for the east west interconnec-
tor magnetic field [55293/12]

11/12/2012WRP00700281. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the criteria for independence applied to the formation of the independent monitoring 
programme for Eirgrid’s east west interconnector’s magnetic field and its members, including 
when and where the positions were advertised; the person who appointed them; their names and 
their terms of reference. [55294/12]

11/12/2012WRP00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 280 and 281 together. 

Responsibility for non-ionising radiation lies with the Minister for Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government.  However, I and the Minister for Health, Dr. James Reilly, TD, 
agreed to the appointment of an independent expert panel to consider and comment on data and 
report on Electro Magnetic Field (EMF) emissions in relation to the East West Interconnector 
(EWIC) electricity cables.  The independent panel is made up of three experts in their respective 
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fields, one of whom (appointed by Minister for Health) is an expert in epidemiology.  Another 
(appointed by me as Minster for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources) is an elec-
trical engineering expert.  The third member of the independent panel (chosen jointly by both 
Ministers) is an acknowledged international expert in high-voltage electricity grid systems.  I 
would stress that these are three independent highly qualified experts who will report on and 
publish their findings on EMF emissions in relation to the EWIC.

The independent panel met for the first time on Friday, 23 November 2012 and was pro-
vided with an introductory briefing on the background and context to the establishment of the 
panel.  There was a brief discussion on the approach to be taken in relation to the work of the 
panel.  The work programme of the panel is being progressed and the next meeting of the panel 
is planned for January 2013, after which a first set of measurement data and commentary will 
be made publicly available. 

11/12/2012WRP00850Electric Vehicle Grants

11/12/2012WRP00900282. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has considered extending the grant support for electric vehicles beyond 
December 2012. [55345/12]

11/12/2012WRP01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The VRT reliefs for electric vehicles (up to €5,000), plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (up to 
€2,500), and hybrid and flexible fuel vehicles (up to €1,500), which were due to end on 31 De-
cember 2012, have been retained for a further 12 months to end December 2013. 

11/12/2012WRP01050EU Directives

11/12/2012WRP01100283. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in view of possible gas and oil finds off the Irish coast, his plans for Ireland to 
sign the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, a global standard ensuring transparency 
of payments from natural resources. [55399/12]

11/12/2012WRP01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd):  I assume the Extractive Industries Transparency Initia-
tive, a global standard ensuring transparency of payments from natural resources’ is a reference 
to Chapter 9 of the proposed Accounting Directive (Com (2011) 684) and which Chapter is 
intended for inclusion in the proposed Transparency Directive (COM (2011) 683).  I understand 
that both Directives are currently under negotiation in the EU.

Whatever provisions in these matters, if any, are adopted in the context of these proposed 
Directives, will require to be transposed into the legislation of all Member States.  On a more 
general note, payments that could be made to the State resulting from the on-going exploration 
for our natural resources of oil or gas fall into two main categories.  The first category relates to 
application and administration fees, along with rental fees in respect of licensed acreage.  The 
second category relates to tax paid on profits, from production of oil or gas.  The level of fees, 
or tax, to be paid is set down in the relevant legislation and licensing terms, the details of which 
are in the public domain.  

11/12/2012WRP01250Public Services Provision
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11/12/2012WRP01300284. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will 
provide a list of all new services across his Department that have been tested for external ser-
vice delivery since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55427/12]

11/12/2012WRP01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department is taking the opportunity to utilise external delivery of new non-core services 
as set out in the Public Service Reform Plan agreed by Government in November 2011.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is the designated Market Surveillance Au-
thority in Ireland for the EU Directives on Ecodesign and Labelling of energy-related products 
and for the EU Regulation on Tyre Labelling.  The Ecodesign and Labelling Directives were 
transposed into Irish law in May and July 2011 respectively and the Tyre Labelling Regulations 
were transposed in November 2012.  My Department is obliged to implement an effective mar-
ket surveillance regime and carry out surveillance activities to ensure that regulated products 
meet the requirements of the applicable legislation. 

Such activities include: 

- Inspection of products on the Irish markets;

- Analysis of technical documentation and test reports;

- Product testing in accredited laboratories.

The technical capacity and expertise to carry out the above activities is not presently avail-
able in my Department and these services were outsourced as required to suitable market actors 
through public tendering processes.  The first such contract was awarded in November 2012.

11/12/2012WRP01450Telecommunications Services Provision

11/12/2012WRP01500285. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the possibility or likelihood of the provision of high-speed broadband in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare with particular reference to their business 
needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55567/12]

11/12/2012WRP01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August, aims to radically 
change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30 
Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date 
of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and businesses as 
possible.

The National Broadband Plan for Ireland commits to high speed broadband availability 
across the country – specifically:

- 70 Mbps – 100 Mbps will be available from the commercial market operators to more than 
half of the population by 2015;

- At least 40 Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, to at least a further 20% (and potentially 
as much as 35%) of the population during the lifetime of the Government;

and 
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- A minimum of 30 Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country, also during 
the lifetime of the Government.

During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators 
indicated that they expect to provide 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps services to 50% of the population 
by 2015.  The areas to be provided with those services will be determined by the commercial 
market operators.

One of the first steps in delivering on the 30 Mbps and 40 Mbps commitments will be the 
completion of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in relation to 
commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout the country.

The National Broadband Plan contains a commitment that my Department will undertake a 
full mapping exercise in respect of high speed broadband deployment.  The mapping exercise 
will identify the areas of the country where there is market failure in the provision of high speed 
broadband services.  It will also identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the 
delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years.  Until that process is complete, the 
precise areas of the country which will require State intervention will not be known.  I would re-
iterate however, that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds referred 
to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including areas such as Carbury, County Kildare, 
will have at least 30 Mbps connectivity.

I would also suggest that the person in question keeps in touch with broadband service 
providers in the County Kildare area to ascertain what services and speeds are on offer.  The 
Communications Regulator, ComReg, has details on its website, www.callcosts.ie as to services 
providers in each county.

11/12/2012WRQ00200Renewable Energy Generation Issues

11/12/2012WRQ00300286. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the steps he will take to permit a full and comprehensive environmental assessment 
for the renewable action plan, which will allow for full public participation and which would 
examine all aspects of the said plan with a mechanism to facilitate appeal disputes to be heard 
by the courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55611/12]

11/12/2012WRQ00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The question raised by the Deputy is currently the subject matter of judicial review proceedings 
in the High Court.  In light of this, I won’t be making further comment on the matter.  

11/12/2012WRQ00500Ministerial Travel

11/12/2012WRQ00600287. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline in tabular form the total cost to the Exchequer of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Summit in Doha including accom-
modation, cost per person and number of persons attending from the Irish delegation, flights, 
subsistence, visas and any other costs involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55584/12]

11/12/2012WRQ00700307. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 422 of 4 December 2012, if he will 
include Ministerial costs in the areas mentioned, as well as any other costs not listed including 
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subsistence, visas, other travel costs involved for all Irish delegates including ministerial; and if 
he will state the total cost to the Exchequer with all costs included. [55587/12]

11/12/2012WRQ00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 287 and 307 together. 

My response to Parliamentary Question No. 422 of 4 December includes travel and ac-
commodation costs for all members of my Department, including such costs incurred by me as 
Minister. In respect of my flight and accommodation costs, my economy return flight ticket to 
Doha cost €565, while the cost of my hotel accommodation is approximately €1,750.   

I do not yet have details of aggregate subsistence costs related to attendance by my Depart-
ment at the UNFCCC 18th conference of the Parties in Doha, as these have not yet been fi-
nalised.  Full information in respect of costs incurred by Irish delegates from other Departments 
and Agencies is not available in my Department.   

11/12/2012WRQ00900Ministerial Remuneration

11/12/2012WRQ01000288. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, following the decision to end the arrangements whereby Ministers and Minis-
ters of State receive severance payments on stepping down from office, he will consider extend-
ing this arrangements to cover local authority members who are elected to either House of the 
Oireachtas [55656/12]

11/12/2012WRQ01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Severance payments, of a type provided for in the ministerial and Parliamentary Offices 
Act 1938 (as amended), are not paid to any person who ceases to be an elected member of a 
local authority.   

Section 142 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Local Authority Members (Gratuity) 
Regulations 2002 (S.I. No. 281 of 2002) (as amended) provide for the payment of a once-off 
gratuity subject to certain conditions in the event of retirement (whether voluntarily or due to 
not being successful in an election), death or ill-health, and there is no separate provision for 
councillors who cease to be members of local authorities by virtue of election to the Oireachtas.   

The recently published Action Programme for Effective Local Government – Putting Peo-
ple First provides that the structures for, and levels of, all payments (including gratuities) will 
be reviewed, to reduce overall costs and levels of payments to individual councillors, while 
having regard to the reformed sub-county structure and regional governance, and the need to 
ensure sufficient incentive for high-quality representation of the community.  

11/12/2012WRQ01200Job Initiatives

11/12/2012WRQ01300289. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to establish territorial employment pact areas based on the NUTS 3 
regions here, similar to that which was done in Austria in the late 1990s and early 2000s; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [55058/12]

11/12/2012WRQ01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Territorial Employment Pacts (TEPs) originated in 1998 as an initiative of the EU aimed 
at developing local, participatory and coordinated actions targeting unemployment and new 
employment opportunities in regions, cities, towns, rural areas and employment catchment ar-



Questions - Written Answers

286

eas that share certain socioeconomic characteristics. I understand there were 85 TEPs estab-
lished throughout the EU.   

The Commission view was that Employment Pacts should encourage widespread regional 
or local partnership in high unemployment areas. At that time, Ireland had already put in place 
the Operational Programme for Local Urban and Rural Development (OPLURD) at local and 
district level, which encompassed much of what TEPs intended to address. Accordingly, four 
Irish TEPs were established, each with a different type of regional focus. In 2001, responsibil-
ity for the Employment Pacts was transferred from the Department of the Taoiseach to the then 
Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and mainstreamed within the Local De-
velopment Social Inclusion Measure of the S&E and BMW Regional Operational Programmes 
of the National Development Plan, administered through Pobal.   

I have no plans to establish Territorial Employment Pacts based on the NUTS 3 Regions. My 
Department currently operates the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP), 
launched in January 2010 as a successor to two previous programmes – the Local Development 
Social Inclusion Programme and the Community Development Programme. The objective of 
the LCDP is to tackle poverty and social exclusion through partnership and constructive en-
gagement between Government, its agencies, and people in disadvantaged communities. It is a 
key tool of Government in providing supports, including employment supports, to the ‘harder 
to reach’ in the most disadvantaged areas of the country.   

In terms of future approaches, the Government is committed, following the adoption in 
October 2012 of Putting People First: Action Programme for Effective Local Government, to 
bringing greater alignment between local and community development and local government. 

11/12/2012WRQ01500Pyrite Issues

11/12/2012WRQ01600290. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a query regarding pyrite (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55102/12]

11/12/2012WRQ01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Discussions with the stakeholders are at an advanced stage and I expect them to conclude 
very shortly with outcomes arrived at on the basis of the pyrite report. I have already announced 
my intention to establish a Resolution Board as recommended in the pyrite report. I have pre-
viously stated that I will not allow the discussions to drag on and I am anxious to finalise this 
phase of the process as quickly as possible in order to provide homeowners with clarity in rela-
tion to proposals for a remediation process where there are no alternative options for remedia-
tion available. 

Structural defects warranties/insurance schemes are provided by private companies and op-
erate on the basis of a contractual arrangement between the relevant parties. It is normal for 
such schemes to have terms and conditions and my Department understands that at least one of 
the companies involved requires the submission of certain supporting documentation to sub-
stantiate the claim being made.     

11/12/2012WRQ01800Electoral Divisions Establishment

11/12/2012WRQ01900291. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the terms and conditions of the constituency boundaries are set; when persons 
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will be able to make a submission on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55176/12]

11/12/2012WRQ02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I established a Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee on 15 November 2012.  The 
press release announcing the establishment of the Committee, including its terms of reference, 
is available on the website of my Department at www.environ.ie. 

I understand that the Committee has issued an invitation for submissions. The Committee’s 
website is www.boundarycommittee.ie.

11/12/2012WRQ02100Flood Prevention Measures

11/12/2012WRQ02200292. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 121 of 27 September 2012 the progress 
made to date with the Department of Finance in relation to the establishment of an emergency 
fund for businesses in Clonakilty, County Cork, that were affected by recent flooding that have 
no flood insurance cover; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55206/12]

11/12/2012WRQ02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On 9 October 2012 I briefed the Government on matters relating to the Cork flooding of 
29 June 2012. While my Department co-ordinates the response to several types of emergencies 
including flooding, it has no standing in relation to the development or operation of any com-
pensation scheme for business. 

The Government decided that the relevant Ministers would agree with the Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform on a possible approach that would address the matter of compensa-
tion for uninsured business arising from the Cork flooding of 28 June 2012. 

It is a matter for the Departments concerned to consider all relevant issues and make their 
position known in due course. 

11/12/2012WRQ02400Fire Service Issues

11/12/2012WRQ02500293. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of call outs in each of the fire stations in Waterford City and county in 
each of the past five years. [55222/12]

11/12/2012WRQ02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Based on Fire Statistics returns from Waterford City and Waterford County Fire and Res-
cue Services , the number of call-outs, which include responses to fires, other service incidents 
- such as road traffic accidents and flooding - and false alarms, in the past five years (2007 to 
2011) were as follows:

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Waterford 
City 

1,046 923 789 886 n/a 

Dungarvan 334 306 265 202 168 
Tramore 220 215 180 174 168 
Kilmactho-
mas 

127 108 104 97 71 
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- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Portlaw 87 74 77 62 52 
Cappoquin 138 153 137 85 77 
Lismore 76 108 87 72 52 
Dunmore 
East 

87 93 125 103 81 

Ardmore 35 37 40 26 49 
Tallow 65 61 50 45 29 

11/12/2012WRQ02700Local Government Elections

11/12/2012WRQ02800294. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to publish proposals on a directly elected mayor for Dublin; and the 
date on which he expects to publish same. [55226/12]

11/12/2012WRQ02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s approach to the introduction of a directly elected mayor in Dublin is 
set out in the Action Programme for Effective Local Government- Putting People First.  Part 
5 of the document outlines some of the potential benefits and other issues associated with the 
concept and indicates that a special forum of the elected members of the four Dublin local au-
thorities will be convened to consider the options for governance, including the introduction of 
a directly elected Mayor, which will be put for decision through a plebiscite in 2014.  Terms of 
Reference for the forum will be published in due course.   

11/12/2012WRQ03000Mortgage to Rent Scheme Funding

11/12/2012WRQ03100295. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it will be possible to amend the mortgage-to-rent rules to include persons 
who bought under affordable housing schemes in cases in which the county council is the mort-
gage lender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55227/12]

11/12/2012WRQ03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears, the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis in 
February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a 
significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the fam-
ily remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in 
turn rent it to the original owners.   

My Department has been involved in recent months in devising a mortgage to rent scheme 
for the local authority sector. The scheme for local authorities is currently being piloted in West-
meath County Council and Dublin City Council. 

Once this pilot scheme has been completed and reviewed it is the intention to extend it to 
all local authorities in 2013.   

11/12/2012WRQ03300Air Pollution
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11/12/2012WRQ03400296. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the actions he will take following the revelations by the European Environmental 
Agency of the substantial cost of air pollution from a number of industrial facilities particularly 
ESB power plants amounting to the sum of €1 billion for 2009 [55235/12]

11/12/2012WRQ03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): All power plants in Ireland are subject to the licensing, monitoring and enforcement 
requirements of the Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) regime. The activities 
of companies operating with an IPPC licence are monitored by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to ensure that the terms of their licences are respected, including in relation to 
emissions.    

In addition to the requirements of IPPC, the provisions of the Large Combustion Plant Di-
rective (LCPD) 2001/80/EC also apply to combustion plants with a thermal output of 50MW or 
more. The LCPD aims to reduce acidification, ground-level ozone and particles by controlling 

emissions of sulphur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter (PM) from 
power stations running on solid, liquid or gaseous fuel. 

Ireland developed a national emissions reduction plan (NERP) under Article 4 (6) of the 
2001 LCPD, which is a mechanism that allows “existing plant”, as defined in the Directive, to 
achieve the environmental objectives of the Directive in a cost-effective manner through the 
installation of abatement at selected qualifying plants. The NERP option was chosen because it 
provided both an environmentally ambitious and a cost-effective compliance route for Ireland. 
The ESB and other national operators made a commitment to achieve emission limits for SO2 
and NOx from existing plants that were significantly more ambitious than the minimum require-
ments of the LCPD. In the period from 2008 to 2016, emission reductions are 27% more ambi-
tious for SO2 and 46% more ambitious for NOx emissions. 

The EEA study referenced in the question did not assess whether the emissions of a given 
facility are consistent with its legal requirements.  There has been no breach of IPPC licensing 
conditions by ESB or other power plants. Monitoring undertaken by the EPA has shown that 
total emissions from such plants are consistently below the levels prescribed to ensure adequate 
protection of human health and the environment.   

The LCPD has now been recast by the Industrial Emissions Directive 2010/75/EU, in re-
spect of which my Department is currently preparing Regulations to achieve transposition into 
national legislation. As part of the transposition process, my Department is assessing appro-
priate compliance options for older plants set out under the Directive to ensure that operators 
continue to commit to ambitious targets that strike the appropriate balance between protection 
of human health and the environment and cost effectiveness of the abatement solutions. 

11/12/2012WRQ03600Waste Management Regulations

11/12/2012WRQ03700297. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 25158/11, if he will provide an update 
on the possibility of a glass bottle deposit scheme, which he has said would be considered as 
part of a review of packaging. [55300/12]

11/12/2012WRQ03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to drive a waste reduction pro-
gramme as part of the overall policy in the area of sustainable waste management. 
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A review of the Producer Responsibility Initiative model in Ireland is ongoing at present. 
The aim of the review is to assess the nature and level of the challenges which are currently 
facing the existing Producer Responsibility agreements, as well as the challenges that are ex-
pected to arise in the management of various waste streams in the future. It is anticipated that 
the findings and recommendations from the review will form the basis for the development of 
policy initiatives that will enable Ireland to operate successfully in meeting our domestic and 
EU obligations in the medium to long term. 

In respect of the review of the packaging module, specifically, the review will include, inter 
alia, an examination of initiatives such as deposit and refund and reverse vending for bottles or 
other beverage containers. It is expected that my Department will receive the final report on the 
review in the first quarter of 2013.   

11/12/2012WRQ03900Local Authority Housing Rents

11/12/2012WRQ04000298. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if an assessment of staffing needs will be done in advance of the local au-
thorities assuming responsibility for the housing assistance scheme; if such an assessment will 
be factored in advance of any redundancy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55358/12]

11/12/2012WRQ04100315. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the transfer of long term rent supplements recipients and the payments 
associated therewith to local authorities and if the process of allowing rents to be deducted at 
source and paid over to local authorities has been examined and progressed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55658/12]

11/12/2012WRQ04200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 298 and 315 together.  

I refer to the reply to Question No. 108 of 4 December 2012.  The County and City Manag-
ers Association (CCMA), who are represented on the project Steering Group, provide ongoing 
advice in relation to the resources required by housing authorities to implement the new Hous-
ing Assistance Payment (HAP). This input will continue as the detail of the scheme is devel-
oped in 2013.   

It is intended that the scheme will be piloted by a number of housing authorities in the 
second half of 2013, subject to the necessary housing and social welfare legislative provisions 
being in place including in regard to facilitating deduction of rents at source from welfare pay-
ments . After the pilot phase is complete, the scheme will be implemented generally, commenc-
ing in 2014.   

11/12/2012WRQ04300Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRQ04400299. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans for the development of shared services at local authority level; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55415/12]

11/12/2012WRQ04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The local authority sector has delivered expenditure savings of €830 million and staff 
reductions of 8,600 (a reduction of 23%) whole time equivalents since 2008. Shared services 
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have been identified in the Local Government Efficiency Review and the Public Service Re-
form Plan as an important opportunity to make further savings in administrative costs without 
impacting on front line services. 

To drive the reform agenda, and in particular shared service initiatives, in the local govern-
ment sector a dedicated Programme Management Office (PMO) has been established, which 
reports to a high level oversight group. The PMO has been staffed and resourced drawing from 
existing expertise and resources in the sector. Experienced staff from a number of authorities, 
with a range of appropriate skills, have been seconded to the PMO.  In order to support the 
Department and the PMO further in our work on shared services a shared services advisor has 
been recruited through open competition by the Public Appointments Service. 

Overall, thirty one operational areas are being examined for potential as a shared service or 
other collaborative approach that may provide efficiencies. Prioritised areas for consideration in 
the shared services programme include Treasury Management, Payroll, Transactional HR, ICT, 
Housing Assessment, Application and Allocation, Accounts Payable, Debt Collection, Legal 
Services   and Procurement. 

The PMO has adopted a comprehensive methodology for the development and evaluation 
of projects including peer review of business cases. In relation to each area under consideration 
a standard project initiation document has been prepared. At this point, business cases have 
been prepared for a number of business areas including Payroll, Treasury Management, ICT, 
Legal Services and Housing. The Payroll, Treasury Management and Legal Services business 
cases have undergone peer review. The business case for ICT is complete and the case for 
Transactional HR is nearing completion. It is expected that both business cases will undergo 
peer review before year end. 

The process in respect of a joint approach to procurement is at a more advanced stage and 
Kerry County Council is now the lead in the Local Authority National Procurement Office. 

Outside the shared services programme local authorities continue to pursue delivery of ef-
ficient services on a shared and collaborative basis. In this regard, recent initiatives include 
Dublin City Council managing controls on a national basis for the movement of hazardous 
waste, and Offaly County Council acting as the lead local authority in respect of waste collec-
tion permitting. 

11/12/2012WRQ04600Unfinished Housing Developments

11/12/2012WRQ04700300. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to review the current processes adopted by local authorities to ad-
dress the problems associated with incomplete housing estates; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55416/12]

11/12/2012WRQ04800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee 
(NCC) on Unfinished Housing Developments to oversee implementation of the Report of the 
Advisory Group on Unfinished Housing Developments, together with the Government’s re-
sponse to the recommendations. The Committee includes representatives from the Irish Bank-
ing Federation, local authorities, the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA 
and the construction sector. Real progress is being made with regard to the public safety works 
required to improve the living conditions of existing residents on some unfinished estates and 
the Committee is meeting on a regular basis to oversee this effort.   
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Site Resolution Plans (SRP’s) have been identified by the NCC as a key tool in resolving 
issues associated with unfinished housing developments. Such plans enable stakeholders, in-
cluding developers, local authorities, financial institutions, NAMA and residents to collaborate 
in determining how best to pursue resolution of problematic sites. The process also entails 
working with stakeholders in identifying the best long-term solution for developments in terms 
of their configuration, use of vacant buildings and ownership. Such solutions also take account 
of the best interests of residents. The NCC has produced a Guidance Manual on Resolving and 
Managing Unfinished Estates, a Key Stakeholders Code of Practice, and a Guide for Residents 
Living in Unfinished Housing Developments, all of which are available at www.housing.ie.     

My Department launched the Public Safety Initiative in March 2011, which provided fund-
ing to address immediate public safety issues. The types of works that have been approved to 
date under the PSI include the fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas, capping of pipes, 
installation of street lighting and other works to secure sites. Under the PSI, my Department 
has made allocations totalling some €3.75 million to 21 local authorities from the funding made 
available. A provision of €2m was made for 2012 and to date, a total of €2.3 million has been 
drawn down by local authorities. 

As outlined in the National Housing Development Survey 2012, the results of which I pub-
lished in November, real progress has been made in tackling the issues faced by the residents of 
unfinished housing developments, with a 37% decrease in the number of unfinished develop-
ments since 2010 and nearly 300 developments effectively resolved in the last 12 months. I am 
satisfied that the work carried out through the NCC continues to tackle the problems associated 
with unfinished housing developments.   

11/12/2012WRQ04900Anti-Social Behaviour

11/12/2012WRQ05000301. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to review the present measures to address anti social behaviour; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55418/12]

11/12/2012WRQ05100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently developing Heads for a new 
Housing Bill that will, among other things, provide for a revised procedure to replace section 
62 of the Housing Act, 1966, thus enabling housing authorities to recover possession of their 
dwellings from households engaged in anti-social behaviour.  I am also examining the scope for 
strengthening, in the Bill, the excluding order powers of housing authorities in respect of such   
behaviour.  Government approval of the drafting of the Bill will be sought as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRQ05200Septic Tank Registration Scheme

11/12/2012WRQ05300302. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide grant aid for the upgrade of septic tanks; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55421/12]

11/12/2012WRQ05400303. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to cater for the handling of domestic sewerage sludge from septic 
tanks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55422/12]

11/12/2012WRQ05500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 302 and 303 together. 
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With reference to the issue of grant aid, I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 172 and 173 
on 29 November 2012. The position is unchanged.   

The Water Services Acts 2007 and 2012 (Domestic Waste water Treatment Systems) Regu-
lations 2012 , which I made on 26 June 2012 , set out the requirements for the desludging of 
domestic waste water treatment systems. A working group comprising the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the local authorities and my Department has been established to examine the 
management and disposal of sewage sludge from domestic wastewater treatment systems aris-
ing from implementation of the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012.  The working group 
will prepare a report to include recommendations regarding the development of a national ap-
proach to dealing with sewage sludge from domestic wastewater treatment systems.

11/12/2012WRR00250Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRR00300304. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he 
will provide a list of all new services across his Department that have been tested for external 
service delivery since March 2011. [55430/12]

11/12/2012WRR00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has not provided any such new services during the period in question.  
My Department is committed to the implementation of the action in the Public Service Reform 
Plan, agreed by Government in November 2011, to evaluate the opportunity for the external 
delivery of some non-core public services.

11/12/2012WRR00450Departmental Expenditure

11/12/2012WRR00500305. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline the reasons behind the capital underspend in his Department; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55528/12]

11/12/2012WRR00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department is responsible for a wide range of programmes, including in the areas of 
housing, water services, environmental protection, local government services, and community 
and rural development. 

The Revised Estimates for Public Services 2012, published by the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform in February 2012, detail gross expenditure of €467 million on the current 
side of the Vote and gross capital expenditure (including carryover) of €895 million in respect 
of my Department in 2012. 

Current spending in 2012 is running close to the profile established at the start of the year.  
Capital spending is behind profile; this is due primarily to fewer new water services contracts 
than had been expected commencing in 2012 and to slower than anticipated drawdown of hous-
ing expenditure by local authorities.  I expect significant further drawdown of expenditure to 
take place by end 2012. 

Consideration will be given, in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, to the appropriate use of any potential savings arising on the Vote.  In this regard, the 
Estimates for Public Services 2013  published as part of Budget 2013 provide for carryover of 
€43 million of capital funding from 2012 for use on my Department’s programmes in the hous-
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ing, environmental, local government and community areas.

11/12/2012WRR00650EU Directives

11/12/2012WRR00700306. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if Directive 85/337/EEC as amended, EIA Directive, has been fully transposed 
into Irish legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55556/12]

11/12/2012WRR00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects 
of certain public and private projects on the environment (Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Directive), as amended by Directives 97/11/EC, 2003/35/EC and 2009/31/EC, has been 
transposed into Irish law primarily by means of the European Communities (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 1989 to 1999, and they have also been incorporated more 
generally into various consent legislation. 

In March 2011, the Court of Justice of the European Union found against Ireland in Case 
C-50/09 to the effect that Ireland had not fully or correctly transposed elements of the EIA 
Directive, as amended.  As I indicated in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 469 of 28 
February 2012, which detailed the measures being taken to rectify matters in this case, sections 
53 and 54 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 directly transpose Article 
3 of the EIA Directive into Irish planning legislation. 

Furthermore, acknowledging the wider applicability of Article 3 to the entirety of operative 
consent systems provided for in Irish law, amending regulations pursuant to the European Com-
munities Act 1972 have been introduced by the relevant Departments in the development areas 
of aquaculture, arterial drainage, flood risk, foreshore, forestry, gas, petroleum and planning.   

Accordingly, I am satisfied that the EIA Directive, as amended, has now been fully and 
properly transposed into Irish legislation.   

  Question No. 307 answered with Question No. 287.

11/12/2012WRR00950Local Authority Housing Provision

11/12/2012WRR01000308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department is dealing with a funding application for South Dublin 
County Council to allow the authority purchase an apartment block on Cookstown Road, Tal-
laght, Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55596/12]

11/12/2012WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In July 2012 my Department approved the purchase by 
South Dublin County Council of seven apartments in a 45-unit development at Cookstown 
Road, Tallaght.  The Council subsequently advised that it would not be possible to proceed with 
the acquisition of these properties and requested my Department’s approval for a revised pro-
posal to acquire housing units at an alternative location.  This was agreed.  There are no further 
proposals with my Department for the purchase of apartments at this location.

11/12/2012WRR01150Property Taxation Application
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11/12/2012WRR01200309. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will ensure that an estate (details supplied) in County Westmeath falls under 
the correct category 3 or 4 when considering estates to be exempt from the property tax.  The es-
tate came under category 1 when the areas for exemption were calculated for payment of house-
hold charge, even though it is an estate that is clearly unfinished and unsafe; if he will ensure 
that this estate is correctly labelled and granted an exemption from this pending tax.  [55631/12]

11/12/2012WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the process of preparing the National Housing 
Development Survey 2011, published by my Department in October 2011, local authorities 
provided details of all unfinished housing developments in their areas. Unfinished housing de-
velopments were divided into four categories as follows:   

Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the developer, or 
where no serious public safety issues exist; 

Category two, where a receiver has been appointed; 

Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place 
but effectively inactive; and   

Category four, where the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing serious 
problems for residents. 

Other relevant factors for the purposes of the categorisation process included, inter alia : 

the state of completion of roads, footpaths, public lighting, piped water and sewerage facili-
ties and open spaces or similar amenities within the development;   

the extent to which the development complies with the terms of applicable planning permis-
sion;   

the extent to which it complies with the provisions of the Building Control Acts 1990 and 
2007;   

the provisions of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 as they pertain to 
dangerous places and dangerous structures within the meaning of the Act;   

the extent to which facilities within the development have been taken in charge by the local 
authority concerned; and   

where there is an agreement regarding the maintenance of such facilities, the extent to which 
this agreement has been complied with. 

This categorisation formed the basis for the list of those unfinished developments eligible 
for a waiver on the annual household charge.  Only households in developments in categories 
three and four are eligible for the waiver from payment of the household charge.  The list of 
developments in which households are eligible for the waiver in 2012 is set out under the Local 
Government (Household Charge) Regulations 2012.   

In the context of Budget 2013, the Government announced the introduction of a local prop-
erty tax which will replace the annual household charge. It was also decided that certain exemp-
tions will apply; a prescribed list of unfinished estates, subject to certain criteria and identified 
as part of the National Housing Development Survey 2012, which will be exempted from the 
property tax for 2013 in accordance with the Finance (Local Property Tax) Bill 2012, will be 
prepared.
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11/12/2012WRR01350Property Management Company Issues

11/12/2012WRR01400310. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to any conflict between guidelines issued by 
his Department in 2006 Circular Letter PD 5/06 of 5 July 2006 regarding the establishment of 
management companies in multi-unit developments and the text of the Multi-Unit Develop-
ment Act, 2010 which defines multi-unit developments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55637/12]

11/12/2012WRR01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is not aware of any such conflict.  The 
Multi-Unit Developments Act, 2011 falls under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Jus-
tice and Equality.

Local Government Structures

11/12/2012WRR01600311. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the consideration he has given to the increased costs of additional council seats 
in the four Dublin local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55642/12]

11/12/2012WRR01700312. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will justify his proposal to increase the number of council seats in any 
of the four Dublin local authorities on grounds other than population ratio; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55643/12]

11/12/2012WRR01800313. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline the increased costs of administering additional members of 
the four Dublin local authorities on the basis of the terms of reference issued to the Local Elec-
tion Boundary Committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55644/12]

11/12/2012WRR01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 311, 312 and 313 together.   

I announced the establishment of an independent Local Electoral Area Boundary Com-
mittee on 15 November 2012.  An objective in reviewing electoral areas is to achieve a better 
balance and consistency in representation ratios and, logically, there is a strong case for reduc-
ing the degree of representational imbalance currently in the Dublin authorities.  The terms of 
reference for Committee specify, therefore, that the number of members in Dublin City Council 
shall be fixed at 63 and in every other council, other than Cork County Council, shall be subject 
to a minimum of 18 and a maximum of 40 members.       

In this context, I am conscious that any decrease in the population to member ratio as a re-
sult of rebalancing of representation, will have implications for the size of some councils and 
the associated efficiency and cost.  Nonetheless, I am satisfied that the substantial reduction in 
council seats country wide together with the implementation of changes to structures, functions 
and funding and the pursuit of operational and organisational efficiency measures, including a 
revised financial support framework for councillors, will result in a local government system 
that delivers a wide range of functions and services more efficiently and effectively.   

In relation to the cost of additional council seats, the Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government - Putting People First, proposes that the structures for, and levels of, all payments 
to councillors will be reviewed, while having regard to the reformed sub-county structure and 
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regional governance and the need to ensure sufficient incentive for high-quality representation 
of the community.  Currently it is estimated that payments to councillors in the Dublin local 
authorities amount to approximately €26,000 per annum. 

Electoral Boundary Changes

11/12/2012WRR02000314. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the date on which the electoral boundary changes proposed for the new 
Dáil constituencies will be enacted into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55645/12]

11/12/2012WRR02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Bill 2012 was published on 5 October 
2012.  Debate on the Bill commenced in the Dáil on 20 November 2012. The constituencies 
specified in the Bill would come into effect upon the dissolution of the Dáil occurring next after 
the enactment of the Bill.   

  Question No. 315 answered with Question No. 298.

11/12/2012WRR02250Homelessness Strategy

11/12/2012WRR02300316. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when his policy statement on homelessness will be published and if it will 
focus upon a housing led approach to deal with this important issue; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55663/12]

11/12/2012WRR02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Programme for Government committed to reviewing 
the homeless strategy, The Way Home: A Strategy to Address Adult Homelessness in Ireland 
2008-2013 and to implementing a housing led approach to homelessness.  Work on the review 
is almost complete and I intend to issue a policy statement on homelessness shortly.  That state-
ment will take account of demands on existing housing, and will assess how best to continue 
providing services in a manner consistent with the elimination of existing homelessness and to 
ensure more effective prevention strategies.  I will be indicating what I expect from housing 
authorities and other stakeholders in accelerating progress towards realising the ambition of 
eliminating involuntary long-term homelessness.   

11/12/2012WRR02450Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRR02500317. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is 
provision being made under the Mental Capacity Bill to take account of the nomination form as 
per section 21 of the 1997 Credit Union Act. [55160/12]

11/12/2012WRR02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Bill, which is being fi-
nalised with a view to publication early in the New Year, will include extensive provisions with 
respect to the management of the financial affairs of a person whose decision-making capacity 
is impaired.  It is envisaged that the financial arrangements referred to by the Deputy will fall 
within the scope of these provisions.
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11/12/2012WRR02650Property Management Company Issues

11/12/2012WRR02700318. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
clarify under existing legislation the precise circumstances under which a management com-
pany may be formed in multi-unit developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55636/12]

11/12/2012WRR02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that section 3 
of the Multi-Unit Development Act 2011, which came into effect on 1 April 2011, provides that 
a residential unit in a new multi-unit development, i.e. a development in which no such unit 
had been sold prior to 1 April 2011, may not be sold unless an owners’ management company 
(OMC) has been established at the expense of the developer concerned and ownership of the 
relevant parts of the common areas has been transferred to the OMC. 

Under the 2011 Act, an OMC is a company established under the Companies Acts for the 
purpose of becoming the owner of the common areas of a multi-unit development and for 
managing and maintaining such areas.  The membership of the OMC comprises the owners of 
residential units in the development.

While section 3 of the 2011 Act does not apply to multi-unit developments in which resi-
dential units had been sold prior to 1 April 2011, the factual position is that the most of these 
developments have OMCs in place and they are subject to the Act’s provisions in relation to 
the holding of annual meetings, reporting requirements, the fixing of annual charges and the 
establishment of a sinking fund. 

11/12/2012WRR02850Gangland Killings

11/12/2012WRR02900319. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has taken 
to tackle the increase in gangland murders over the past number of months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55544/12]

11/12/2012WRR03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I share the widespread outrage 
at the type of criminality to which the Deputy refers.  The brutal nature of these crimes is a stark 
reminder to us of the mentality of those involved in organised criminality and the danger which 
they pose to our society.

I am in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner about all aspects of serious crime 
and the Gardaí will continue to bear down heavily on the activities of those involved in gang-
land crime.  The only effective way to combat organised crime is by disrupting and prosecuting 
those involved in its operations, and especially the drugs trade which is at the heart of much 
of its profits.  There have been extensive Garda operations launched against gangs as well as 
significant drug seizures in recent months and weeks with drugs seizures estimated at €90.4m 
for the first nine months of this year.

We shouldn’t underestimate the difficulties the Gardaí face in trying to prevent gangland 
killings and related crimes and in bringing the perpetrators to justice.  These crimes are care-
fully planned and are carried out by people who are very familiar with criminal and forensic 
investigation techniques.  Moreover, despite the clear risk to themselves, members of gangs 
will not generally cooperate with Garda investigations.

It would be wrong to characterise this as a budgetary matter.  There has been gangland 
violence for some time in Ireland, and the number of murders was in fact higher when Garda 
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numbers were higher than they are now.  It is also unrealistic to expect that the Commissioner 
would devote his entire resources, to individually protecting people who are routinely trying 
to avoid the Gardaí so that they can continue to engage in criminal activity.  Such an approach 
could only come at the expense of ordinary Garda activity to protect the community generally.  
We should also remember that week in week out the Gardaí are successfully bringing people 
involved in gangland activities before the Courts, securing convictions and that a substantial 
number are presently serving their sentences in prison.

There is already very strong anti-gangland legislation in place.  As Minister I will continue 
to pursue important improvements to our overall legislative architecture.  In this regard, the 
legislative priority for combating crime is the publication and enactment of a new Criminal 
Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill.  This Bill represents a major step 
forward in the fight against serious crime.  It will lead to the establishment, for the first time, of 
a national DNA database in Ireland.  It will give the Gardaí access to intelligence on a scale and 
of a quality that was not previously been available in this country.

Finally I have made it clear to the Garda Commissioner that if he feels there are other mea-
sures which might be taken in this area I will look at that very positively.

11/12/2012WRS00150Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRS00200320. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which legislation will be introduced to allow charities to make their financial accounts informa-
tion public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55138/12]

11/12/2012WRS00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Charities Act 2009 was 
enacted with the objective of strengthening the regulation of charitable organisations and in-
creasing their transparency and accountability in order to maintain and enhance public confi-
dence in the sector. The Act provides for the financial reports of registered charities to be made 
publicly available. However, these provisions are contingent on the establishment of a new 
Charities Regulatory Authority and a statutory register of charities as also provided for under 
the Act. Due to the anticipated costs of these measures, the further implementation of the Act 
had to be deferred. I intend to consult publicly in the near future on cost-effective options for 
bringing the provisions of the Act into force.

There is, at present, a range of regulatory oversight measures that can apply to charities. 
Many charities are already subject to scrutiny by various State Bodies. The Revenue Commis-
sioners have granted charitable tax exemptions to almost 8,000 charities and have significant 
powers to ensure that such charities comply with tax law. A full list of these charities is avail-
able to the public at www.revenue.ie. Many charities are companies limited by guarantee and, 
as such, are also subject to the provisions of company law and are generally required to provide 
financial information to the Companies Registration Office under the Companies Acts. This 
information can then be accessed by the public. Such charities would also potentially be subject 
to scrutiny by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement. Charities that take the form 
of a trust are subject to the provisions of trust law. And, of course, any business entity is subject 
to general criminal and fraud legislation.  Finally, it is of course open to charities themselves to 
make such information available in line with existing legislative provisions.

  Question No. 321 answered with Question No. 61.

11/12/2012WRS00450Residency Permits
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11/12/2012WRS00500322. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
an application for a permanent residence card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55150/12]

11/12/2012WRS00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to his earlier Parliamentary Question No. 188 of 15 November, 2012, which relates to the same 
person.  The position in relation to the application referred to by the Deputy remains the same.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/12/2012WRS00650Deportation Orders Data

11/12/2012WRS00700323. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review the 
deportation order in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry. [55167/12]

11/12/2012WRS00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
below to Parliamentary Question Number 54977/12 of 6th December, 2012. The situation is 
unchanged since then.

‘’Following a comprehensive and thorough examination of their asylum applications in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), and 
Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996, (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement the family 
were informed that the Minister proposed to make Deportation Orders in respect of them. Their 
respective applications were also examined under Subsidiary Protection and this was found not 
to be an issue.

Deportation Orders were signed on 16 November, 2012. The effect of Deportation Orders is 
that the persons concerned must leave the state and remain thereafter outside the State.

The enforcement of Deportation Orders is an operational matter for the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau’’.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/12/2012WRS00850Residency Permits

11/12/2012WRS00900324. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date and the expected position in the determination of eligibility for residency status in 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55181/12]

11/12/2012WRS01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned applied 
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for asylum on 28th January, 2008.  Her asylum application was refused following consider-
ation of her case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  The person concerned initiated Judicial Review proceedings in the 
High Court, challenging the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in her case.  As these 
proceedings are ongoing, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the case of 
the person concerned at this time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/12/2012WRS01050Asylum Applications

11/12/2012WRS01100325. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his at-
tention has been drawn to the case of two persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will 
review this case; if he will outline the possible avenues of appeal available in this case; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55200/12]

11/12/2012WRS01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following a comprehensive 
and thorough examination of their asylum applications in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996, 
(as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement the persons concerned were informed that the 
Minister proposed to make Deportation Orders in respect of them. Their respective applications 
were also examined under Subsidiary Protection and this was found not to be an issue.

Deportation Orders were signed on 16 November, 2012. The effect of Deportation Orders 
is that the persons concerned must leave the state and remain thereafter outside the State.  The 
enforcement of Deportation Orders is an operational matter for the Garda National Immigra-
tion Bureau.  I am satisfied that the applications made by the persons concerned for asylum 
and for temporary leave to remain in the State were fairly and comprehensively examined and, 
therefore, the decision to make Deportation Orders against them is justified.  However, if new 
information or circumstances have come to light, which have a direct bearing on their case and 
which have arisen since the original Deportation Orders was made, there remains the option of 
applying to me for revocation of the Deportation Orders pursuant to the provisions of Section 
3 (11) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended. However I wish to make clear that such an 
application would require substantial grounds to be successful.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/12/2012WRS01250Garda Investigations

11/12/2012WRS01300326. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question Nos. 200 of 20 October 2011 and 515 of 19 June 2012, if he will now 
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respond in view of the fact that the civil proceedings have been dealt with; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55281/12]

11/12/2012WRS01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I expect to be in a position to 
write directly to the Deputy in the coming days, enclosing the relevant information.

11/12/2012WRS01450Property Services Regulation

11/12/2012WRS01500327. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the contact details of 
the Property Service Appeals Board; and the procedure that must be adopted to make an appeal. 
[55288/12]

11/12/2012WRS01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Property Services Appeal 
Board may be contacted via the Secretary to the Property Services Appeal Board, c/o Dept. 
of Justice & Equality, 51 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2 or by email at propertyservicesap-
pealboard@justice.ie.  Section 74 and Schedule 5 to the Property Services (Regulation) Act 
2011 set out the provisions governing the operation of the Property Services Appeal Board. 
An appeal must be made within 30 days from the date of receipt of notice of the decision of 
the Property Services Regulatory Authority, by serving on the Appeal Board a notice of appeal 
which shall state: the name and address of the appellant; the subject matter of the appeal; the ap-
pellant’s interest in the outcome; and the grounds of the appeal and the reasons, considerations 
and arguments on which they are based. The 2011 Act explicitly provides that the Appeal Board 
shall not consider an appeal if the notice of appeal is not received by it before the expiration 
of the period of 30 days or if the notice does not comply with the requirements set out above.

11/12/2012WRS01650Visa Applications

11/12/2012WRS01700328. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide the number of persons that have applied for, and the number of persons that have received 
a visa under the visa investment scheme programme, the start-up visa scheme, and any visa 
programmes available to senior executives coming to work in foreign owned companies based 
here. [55325/12]

11/12/2012WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Parliamentary Questions 52766/12, 52767/12, 52768/12 and 52769/12 and include the rel-
evant extract from these replies below for the Deputy’s information.

On foot of recommendations from the Evaluation Committee meeting of 9 August 2012,  I 
have approved immigration permissions for one successful applicant under the Immigrant In-
vestor Programme and two successful applicants under the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme.  
The Deputy will be aware that I cannot give details of individual immigration cases, however 
I will say that the three successful candidates originate from North America, Africa and Asia.  
Both projects under the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme fulfilled the requirement for a mini-
mum of €75,000 funding for their respective high potential start-ups.  The investment proposal 
in an existing Irish business approved under the Immigrant Investor Programme significantly 
exceeded the requirements of the scheme.

Most recently the Evaluation Committee has met to consider further applications under the 
Immigrant Investor Programme and the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme.  However, it would 
not be appropriate for me to comment on the outcome of those deliberations until the full appli-
cation process has been completed and appropriate permissions have been issued.  The matter 
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of senior executives of foreign owned businesses coming to Ireland relates to intra-corporate 
transfers which is the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation.

11/12/2012WRS01850Citizenship Applications

11/12/2012WRS01900329. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application for 
naturalisation will be expedited in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55347/12]

11/12/2012WRS02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the applications for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion were received from the persons referred to by the Deputy in December and October 2010 
respectively.  The applications are at an advanced stage of processing and will be submitted to 
me for decision in due course.  As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the 
granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step 
for the State which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at 
European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve 
the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/12/2012WRS02050Legal Aid Application Numbers

11/12/2012WRS02100330. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if legal aid will be 
provided to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9 and if he will expedite that matter; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [55350/12]

11/12/2012WRS02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have no function or responsibility in relation to the matter raised.  Under the terms of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is independent in 
the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for the Board.  Un-
der Section 7(3) of the Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to 
any particular case with which the Legal Aid Board is or may be concerned.  The Deputy might 
further wish to note that the solicitor/client relationship is protected by privilege in accordance 
with the terms of Section 32 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and therefore the Board does not 
provide information to third parties regarding a person who may or may not be a client of the 
Board.

However, I am informed that the Legal Aid Board provides a priority service in cases where 
it considers that an immediate, or near immediate, service was needed. These include cases of 
domestic violence, child abduction, cases involving applications by the State to take children 
into care, and cases that have statutory time limits close to expiry.  Finally, while I can advise 
the Deputy that a person who is refused legal aid has the right to appeal this decision to an Ap-
peal Committee which is made up of non-executive members of the Board, again I have no role 
in this process.
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11/12/2012WRS02250Garda Vetting of Personnel

11/12/2012WRS02300331. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
for the delay in having Garda vetting clearance issued in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 12. [55353/12]

11/12/2012WRS02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the person concerned was received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit on 20 November 2012. The application is currently being processed 
and it is anticipated that a response will issue to the registered organisation involved in the com-
ing weeks.

11/12/2012WRS02450Prison Building Programme

11/12/2012WRS02500332. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update on a prison (details supplied). [55370/12]

11/12/2012WRS02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The construction of new prison 
facilities at Thornton Hall is now not possible in the short to medium term due to economic con-
straints.  However, the recently published Irish Prison Service 3-Year Strategic Plan contains a 
commitment to implement a 40 month capital plan to provide in-cell sanitation in all cells and 
radically improve prison conditions in the older parts of the prison estate.  The provision of a 
gross budget of €333.8 million for the Prisons Vote includes a capital allocation of €24 million 
which will allow construction work on the much needed new prison in Cork to commence in 
2013, as well as other essential refurbishment and construction works in Mountjoy and Limer-
ick Prisons.

The Prison Service is continuing with a refurbishment and in-cell sanitation project in 
Mountjoy Prison. The Refurbishment of the C and B wings have been completed resulting in 
317 cells in the prison having in-cell sanitation (almost 60% of the total prison) and a signifi-
cantly improved physical environment. A tender for the refurbishment of the prison’s A wing is 
currently under evaluation and a contract is expected to be placed before the end of this year. 
The project will take 9 months to complete. The Prison Service is developing its plans for the 
modernisation of the D wing together with a range of supporting facilities for the prison such as 
workshops, kitchens laundry etc. It is expected that this final phase in the renewal of Mountjoy 
prison will go to tender in July 2013 and that the entire programme will be completed in April 
2015.

The new facility in Cork will be built on a site immediately adjacent to the existing prison 
and will house 275 prisoners and have a maximum capacity of  310 prisoners.  Planning and 
design are at an advanced stage and it is expected that, subject to planning permission, the proj-
ect will go to tender in February 2013 with construction works commencing in August 2013.  
Construction of the new prison will take approximately 2 years and, allowing for commission-
ing of systems etc.,  it is expected that the new prison will be operational by September 2015.  In 
addition, the Irish Prison Service is preparing plans for the demolition of the early 19th century 
A and B wings of Limerick Prison and their replacement with modern cellular accommodation 
on a site adjacent to the prison. The new development  will include full in-cell sanitation, show-
ers and a range of ancillary facilities. Following the necessary approval, planning and tender 
processes, it is hoped that construction will commence in August/September 2013 with comple-
tion/commissioning in June/July early 2015.

  Question No. 333 answered with Question No. 71.
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11/12/2012WRS02750Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRS02800334. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all new 
services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 
2011. [55435/12]

11/12/2012WRS02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department is committed 
to achieving a focused and integrated approach to external service delivery of non-core pro-
cesses with the objective of reducing cost and focusing staff on priority areas as agreed by the 
Government last July.  The Department of Justice & Equality is responsible for a broad range of 
public administration concerns, many of which go to the heart of what is vital in a democratic 
society, and, as such, are not always suitable for external service delivery.  However, within 
this constraint, the Justice Sector delivers the following services by means of external service 
delivery:

 1. An Garda Síochána speed camera system and associated administrative processes;

 2. The collection of fines and payments for the Fixed Charge Processing System and Fire-
arms Certificates for An Garda Síochána;

 3. The printing of Fixed Charge Processing System notices and firearms certificates for An 
Garda Síochána;

 4. The collection, towing and storage of seized motor vehicles in certain Garda divisions (to 
be extended to other divisions over time);

 5. The Justice IT Shared Service to the Department and a large number of offices and agen-
cies in the Sector is provided through external service delivery;

 6. Maintenance of small vehicles for An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service;

 7. The collection of court imposed fines for the Courts Service (it is intended this contract 
will coincide with the full implementation of the Fines Act 2010 which includes the payment 
of fines by instalment).

I also recently approved an initiative to put in place a panel with legal expertise who will 
assist the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in processing a cohort of repatriation 
cases thus speeding up the overall process and reducing the time spent by persons in the Direct 
Provision system. I would expect to see significant dividends from this initiative in the coming 
months.  All new services will be tested for suitability for external service delivery as they arise 
and in line with Government policy.

11/12/2012WRS02950Garda Investigations

11/12/2012WRS03000335. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will update 
Dáil Éireann on the protocol that is in place for an Garda Síochána in circumstances where its 
members are dealing with situations of sudden death, homicide, suicide and deaths in suspi-
cious circumstances. [55458/12]

11/12/2012WRS03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the protocol for An Garda Síochána for dealing with situations of sudden death 
or deaths of unknown causes is set out in the Coroners Act 1962.  It is Garda policy to appoint 
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a Family Liaison Officer to act as a liaison with the family of victims of murder, manslaughter, 
homicide, kidnapping, victims of fatal traffic collisions and in relation to crimes which result 
in life changing injuries or other crimes where the District Officer (Superintendent) deems it 
necessary to appoint a liaison officer.  The Family Liaison Officer will provide the immediate 
family with timely and accurate information on the progress of a Garda investigation.

11/12/2012WRS03150Court Accommodation Provision

11/12/2012WRS03200336. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has had 
any update from the Court Service regarding Kells District Court, County Meath and the plans 
for the future of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55508/12]

11/12/2012WRS03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings.  However, in order to be of assistance to the 
Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have been informed that the Courts Service has been re-
viewing all aspects of its organisational and operational structures throughout the country with 
the specific objective of ensuring that the Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front 
line court services and an appropriate level of service to court users.  I understand that no court 
venue has been singled out for or indeed exempted from the review and that Kells District Court 
has been identified as a venue to be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and 
the preparation of a business case.

In this context the Courts Service has established a general framework within which such 
venues are being assessed taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, proximity 
to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc.  The likely 
impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is 
also taken into account.  The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based on 
the criteria applied, could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the 
preparation of a business case in respect of each identified venue which has now commenced.  
However, the Courts Service has assured me that no decision in relation to the future of Kells 
District Court will be taken without prior consultation with local interested parties and court us-
ers.  This consultation will commence shortly and the views received will be taken into account 
in the decision making process which will be a matter for the Courts Service Board.

11/12/2012WRT00150Private Security Authority Remit

11/12/2012WRT00200337. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
revising Private Security Authority licence fee costs for access control and CCTV in view of 
the financial pressure this is putting on sole trader electricians and small businesses. [55547/12]

11/12/2012WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Private Security Author-
ity, an independent agency under the remit of my Department, is the regulatory body with re-
sponsibility for regulating and licensing the private security industry in the State.

My Department and the Authority are in consultation, at present, about the licence fees 
charged by the Authority,having regard to a number of issues, including concerns which have 
been expressed about the current fee structure. 
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11/12/2012WRT00350Equality Issues

11/12/2012WRT00400338. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason the decision was made prior to the budget 2012 to scrap the budget for equality proof-
ing; the ramifications, if any, the lack of funding for equality had in 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [55561/12]

11/12/2012WRT00500339. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the im-
pact budget 2013 will have on the process of equality proofing; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [55562/12]

11/12/2012WRT00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 338 and 339 together.

I presume the Deputy is referring to the funds from the European Social Fund (ESF) avail-
able to the Equality Authority in respect of an Equality Mainstreaming project led by a dedi-
cated Unit in the Authority. This budget has not been abolished. Instead a new streamlined 
arrangement has been put in place whereby the Equality Authority receives reimbursements 
directly from the ESF, rather than being routed through my Department. The Equality Main-
streaming Unit in 2012 continued its work to contribute to improving access to the labour mar-
ket for specific groups experiencing barriers to employment.

The Government has maintained the existing level of Exchequer grant-in-aid funding for 
the Equality Authority and the Human Rights Commission in the provision made in Budget 
2013 for the new Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission. While the Equality Authority 
sets its own priorities for the year, it is expected that equality proofing activities will continue 
under the Equality Mainstreaming  project on the same basis as in 2012.

11/12/2012WRT00625Visa Applications

11/12/2012WRT00700340. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the nature and 
extent of additional documentation required and still outstanding in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55607/12]

11/12/2012WRT00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter):  I refer the Deputy  to my reply  
to Parliamentary Questions numbered 627 of 11th January 2012,  1261 of 18th September, 2012 
and 198 of 29th November, 2012. 

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person 
concerned was granted permission to remain in the State for one year in 2000 under the arrange-
ments then in place for the non-EEA national parents of Irish born children. This permission 
was renewed subsequently and the last renewal was valid to 1st September 2008, the expiry 
date on the passport of the person concerned.

I am informed that an application was received in the INIS on 23rd August 2012 from the 
solicitor of the person concerned  to regularise her status in the State.   I understand that a re-
quest was made for additional documentation on 5th October, 2012 by officials in INIS.  How-
ever, I am informed that no response has been received to date. Upon receipt of the appropriate 
documentation, the case of the person concerned will be further examined and a decision made 
on her case.  The additional documentation which was requested from the legal representative 
of the person included her current passport, two signed passport sized photographs, a letter 
from the Department of Social Protection as regards any social welfare benefits, a letter from 
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her employer and payslips if she is in employment, and proof of her current address to include 
a tenancy agreement and utility bills. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/12/2012WRT00850Visa Applications

11/12/2012WRT00900341. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 200 of 29 November 2012, if the recent fee increase also applies to 
updates of residency status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55609/12]

11/12/2012WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The recent fee increase to 
which the Deputy refers is in respect of the issue of a registration certificate (card) to a non-
national by his or her registration officer. A non-national who is subject to registration require-
ments is required to pay the fee for the issue of a registration certificate to him or her (including 
renewals) unless he or she is subject to the waiver categories set out in the fee Regulations.

11/12/2012WRT01050Garda Training

11/12/2012WRT01100342. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of members of an Garda Síochána that took part in the intoxilyser training course on 6 Decem-
ber 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55630/12]

11/12/2012WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter):  I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that 18 members took part in Evidential Breath Testing Training over two days on 
6-7 December 2012.

11/12/2012WRT01250Proposed Legislation

11/12/2012WRT01300343. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outlaw 
the payment for sex to help combat the exploitation of women and sex trafficking (details sup-
plied). [55675/12]

11/12/2012WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In June of this year, I pub-
lished a discussion document on the future direction of legislation on prostitution.  The purpose 
of the discussion document is to facilitate a public consultation process. Chapter 5 sets out four 
broad approaches to legislative policy on prostitution, for discussion.  On its publication, the 
discussion document was referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and 
Equality. The joint committee is conducting the consultation process and will report back to me 
when it has completed its work. 

In addition, my Department hosted a conference in October to discuss the consultation pa-
per. 

The report of the joint committee and the views expressed at the conference will be fully 
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considered in the framing of any necessary legislative proposals to be submitted to Government 
in due course. 

The Deputy will appreciate that until the consultation process and review are completed, it 
would not be proper to commit to any particular legislative approach.  There are differing and 
genuinely held views on the appropriate legislative response to prostitution.  The consultation 
process must be and be seen to be objective, transparent, open-minded and fair.   For further 
background, I am appending the text of my statement of 22 June last when publishing the dis-
cussion document.

Shatter Announces Publication of Discussion Document on the Future Direction of Legisla-
tion on Prostitution

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence today published a discussion document on 
the future direction of legislation on prostitution. Publication of the discussion document fol-
lows the Minister’s announcement that he would be arranging a public consultation process as 
part of the current review of prostitution legislation. Announcing publication of the discussion 
document, Minister Shatter said:

“The criminal law in this area is being reviewed primarily because of the changed nature 
of prostitution in Ireland. Prostitution was once mainly a street-based phenomenon. That is no 
longer the case. The organisation of prostitution is now much more sophisticated, highly mobile 
and is easily facilitated by the use of mobile phones and the internet.

There is, of course, already a clear consensus on the great evils of child prostitution and 
trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation. However, I am aware that there are differ-
ing and genuinely held views on the approach the criminal law should take to other aspects of 
prostitution. While there is a significant amount of criminal legislation in this area already, there 
is always scope for change and improvement. It is important to review the law periodically to 
ensure it is up to date and comprehensively responds to altered circumstances.”

The Minister added that:   “Prostitution is an issue which affects individuals, communities 
and society as a whole. It is important that I facilitate the expression of all views on this subject 
and that those views are examined in due course. Public debate should therefore, be open to the 
widest possible audience and I want to ensure that everyone who wishes to make a contribution 
to this important debate is given the opportunity to do so. It is for that reason I have decided on 
a consultation process before charting the way forward.

My Department will hold a conference in the autumn to discuss the document. The widest 
possible participation will be encouraged in order that we have an open and transparent discus-
sion on all aspects of this very important issue.   

This discussion document will now be referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Jus-
tice, Equality and Defence. Interested groups and members of the public, I expect, will be 
invited to make submissions to the Committee which will hold such hearings as it deems ap-
propriate. I am asking Mr. David Stanton T.D., Chairman of the Joint Committee, that it publish 
its report and recommendations by the 30th November 2012 and that the report be furnished to 
me together with any submissions received. I expect it is likely that the Committee’s report will 
also be lodged in the Oireachtas Library and that a debate on it will subsequently take place in 
both the Dáil and the Seanad. The report received by me from the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
will be fully considered in the framing of any necessary new legislative proposals to be submit-
ted to Government in due course.   

I look forward to the results of the consultation process.”   



Questions - Written Answers

310

The discussion document is attached below and will be made available on the Department’s 
website, www.justice.ie 

This discussion document does not favour any particular approach but simply tries to assist 
reflection. The arguments contained in the document are not exhaustive and the questions posed 
are not intended to limit in any way the range of questions readers might want to consider.  

22 June, 2012    

11/12/2012WRT01450Garda Stations Closures

11/12/2012WRT01500344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality following 
the announcement of the closure of a number of Garda stations around the country, the extent 
to which it is anticipated that new rostering or other measures is likely to manifest itself in a 
greater degree of Garda visibility and or mobility; the extent to which this is expected to assist 
in the fight against organised crime and anti-social behaviour; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [55683/12]

11/12/2012WRT01600345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which he expects the new rostering arrangement for an Garda Síochána to manifest itself in the 
form of the availability of extra Gardai on patrol particularly in the wake of reduced numbers 
in the force; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55684/12]

11/12/2012WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 344 and 345 together.

The Commissioner’s Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before both Houses of the Oireach-
tas on 5th December 2012, sets out details of the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the 
country, the future opening hours of other stations in Cork and Dublin and a number of District 
amalgamations. It is important to remember that while some Garda stations are listed for re-
vised opening hours from 24 hour stations, they will remain as functioning Garda stations on a 
24 hour basis. The full list of these details is available in the Policing Plan which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library.

 These changes to the delivery of policing services provide for effectiveness and efficiencies 
through a programme of restructuring and reconfiguration of service delivery methods. They 
are supported by changes to work practices within the new rostering arrangements which were 
introduced on a pilot basis last April.

The new Garda roster is designed to better match the availability of Gardaí with policing 
demands at national and local level, while also safeguarding the welfare of members. This and 
other reforming measures seek to maximise the efficiency of the Garda Síochána so that, even 
with reduced strength, an effective community-led, high-visibility policing service will con-
tinue to be delivered across the country.  The new roster system has already increased Garda 
visibility in communities.

11/12/2012WRT01750Garda Strength

11/12/2012WRT01800346. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
strength of an Garda Síochána in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [55685/12]
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11/12/2012WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána on 31 December 2002 
- 2011 and on 30 November 2012, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was as 
set out in the table.

Year Strength
2002 11,895
2003 12,017
2004 12,209
2005 12,264
2006 12,954
2007 13,755
2008 14,412
2009 14,547
2010 14,377
2011 13,894
30/11/2012 13,459

11/12/2012WRT01950Garda Retirements

11/12/2012WRT02000347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the antici-
pated number of retirements from an Garda Síochána in each of the next five years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [55686/12]

11/12/2012WRT02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Members of An Garda Sío-
chána may retire on a voluntary basis once they have reached 50 years of age and have accrued 
30 years service.  Members must retire on compulsory age grounds on reaching the age of 60.

In actual fact, most Gardaí take voluntary retirement ahead of their compulsory retirement 
age and it is not possible to predict with any certainty the number of Gardaí who will leave the 
Force during the course of any one year.

The below table show the number of voluntary retirements so far notified for 2013 (although 
this is not a basis for forecasting the likely number of retirements) and the current number of 
compulsory retirements due in each of the years 2013 - 2017 inclusive.

- Comm D/
Comm

A/
Comm

C/Supt Supt Insp Sgt Gda Total

Voluntary 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 10 19
Compul-
sory

0 1 1 1 1 3 0 9 16

TOTAL 
2013

0 1 1 1 1 3 9 19 35

2014 0 0 0 3 3 3 5 17 31
2015 1 0 0 2 8 2 14 31 58
2016 0 0 1 4 4 6 20 41 76
2017 0 0 2 5 11 10 46 64 138
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11/12/2012WRT02150Prisoner Numbers

11/12/2012WRT02200348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps that 
are being taken in the Prison Service to segregate first time offenders from repeat offenders and 
provide rehabilitative training with a view to preventing recidivism; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55687/12]

11/12/2012WRT02300349. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
first time offenders committed to prison in each of the past five years and to date in 2012; the 
extent if any to which such prisoners were able to access segregation from repeat offenders and 
gain access to education and or rehabilitative training within the first year of their sentence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55688/12]

11/12/2012WRT02350350. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of repeat offenders serving sentence in each of the past five years to date who have accessed 
education or rehabilitative training within the first year of their current sentence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55689/12]

11/12/2012WRT02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 348 to 350, inclusive, together.

On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and based on the information 
available, a decision is made by the Governor, as to where a particular prisoner will be accom-
modated. In some instances, prisoners are transferred to other establishments. 

Given the number of prisoners in custody it is not possible to segregate those who are in 
prison for the first time from those who have been in custody on more than one occasion. It 
must be borne in mind that a persons first period of imprisonment does not necessarily indicate 
a first offence.

Efforts are made, where possible to segregate remand prisoners from sentenced prisoners. 
In addition, prisoners who are vulnerable or have requested the protection of the Governor are 
segregated from the general prison population. Every effort is made to ensure that those prison-
ers who cannot associate freely with the general prison population have the greatest possible 
access to services.

The statistics requested by the Deputy are not centrally recorded by the Irish Prison Service 
and to provide such information would require the allocation of a disproportionate and inordi-
nate amount of staff time and resources.

The Deputy will be aware from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions that the 
Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes that include education, 
vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual 
services.  These programmes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use the 
services.   On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of 
the services available in the prison.  At this point prisoners may be referred to services or they 
can self refer at a later date.  Where Governors consider, on the information available, that a 
prisoner needs a particular intervention they will initiate a referral.

The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of the new Irish Prison Ser-
vice Three Year Strategic Plan 2012 - 2015.  There is a clear commitment in the Strategy 
to enhance sentence planning including Integrated Sentence Management and the delivery of 
prison based rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and resettlement pro-
grammes.     
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An average of 38% of the prison population attended educational classes in 2011.  The 
development of vocational training programmes in recent years means that there are now over 
100 workshops capable of catering for in excess of 1,000 prisoners each day.  Returns at the 
end of November 2012 show that approximately 24% of the prison population were engaged 
in vocational training programmes. There was also a significant increase in the number of pris-
oners who participated in accredited vocational training course in 2011, when 1219 prisoners 
attended such courses.  

11/12/2012WRT02550Human Trafficking

11/12/2012WRT02700351. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
instances of trafficking in women or children reported or identified in each of the past five years 
and to date in 2012; the extent to which punitive and preventative action has been taken in such 
instances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55690/12]

11/12/2012WRT02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Criminal Law (Human 
Trafficking) Act 2008 came into effect on 7 June 2008, there are no recorded figures of human 
trafficking prior to that date.  Between 7 June and 31 December 2008, 36 alleged victims of 
human trafficking were encountered by An Garda Síochána.  No further breakdown of the 2008 
figures is available.

On 1 January 2009, the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of my Department initiated a data 
collection strategy for the purpose of gaining a more in-depth understanding of the nature and 
extent of human trafficking in Ireland.  To date, annual reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011 have 
been published and are available from Ireland’s dedicated anti-human trafficking website, www.
blueblindfold.gov.ie, in addition to my Department’s website.  The information regarding re-
ported human trafficking of women and children for the years 2009, 2010 and 2011 is set out 
as follows.

- 2009 2010 2011

Number of Women 46 48 39

Number of Children 17 13 7

To date in 2012 (up to end November 2012) there have been 22 investigations initiated in-
volving 27 suspected victims; 20 adults and 7 children. 21 of the suspected victims are females. 
19 of the 22 investigations initiated in 2012 are on-going with 3 investigations initiated in 2012 
now closed. 

In addition to the above, there are currently 7 prosecutions going through the courts for of-
fences under the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008. These cases involve a total of 14 
children as victims; 10 males and 4 females; all of these children are Irish Nationals. 

The number of convictions in respect of offences under the Criminal Law (Human Traf-
ficking) Act 2008 and in respect of other offences related to human trafficking are set out in the 
annual reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011.  It should be noted that convictions occurring in any 
calendar year may be the result of prosecutions initiated in previous calendar years.  For the 
purpose of clarity the convictions recorded for the period 2009 to 2012 are set out in the table.
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Year Act Accused Charges Sentence
2009 Child Traffick-

ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998 
and Common 
Law Offences

Adult male Possession of 
Child Pornog-
raphy.  Solicit-
ing another 
to commit an 
offence contrary 
to Section 3 of 
the Child Traf-
ficking Act 1998 
(Child Traffick-
ing and taking 
etc. child for 
sexual exploita-
tion)

6 years impris-
onment.

2009/10 Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998

Adult male Incitement to 
traffick a mi-
nor for sexual 
exploitation and 
incitement to the 
possession of 
child pornogra-
phy.

6 years impris-
onment and Post 
Release Super-
vision Order for 
20 years.

2010 Criminal Law 
(Human Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2008

Adult male Recruitment and 
trafficking of a 
minor.

3 years impris-
onment (sus-
pended). Placed 
on the Sex Of-
fenders Register 
for 5 years and 
entered into a 
bond to be of 
good behaviour 
for a period of 3 
years.

2010 Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998

Adult male Sexual exploita-
tion of a child.

Eight month 
imprisonment 
(suspended).

Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998

2010 Criminal Law 
(Rape)(Amend-
ment) Act, 1990

Adult male Recruitment and 
trafficking of a 
minor for sexual 
exploitation and 
production of 
child pornogra-
phy.

10 years impris-
onment. Placed 
on Sex Offend-
ers Register 
for life. Post 
Release Super-
vision Order for 
15 years.
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Year Act Accused Charges Sentence
2011 Criminal Law 

(Human Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2008

Adult male Recruitment and 
trafficking of a 
minor for sexual 
exploitation.

3 years impris-
onment

2011 Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998 
[see end note}

Adult female Controlling and 
sexually exploit-
ing a minor for 
the purposes of 
prostitution.

4 years impris-
onment (final 
two years sus-
pended).

2011 Child Traffick-
ing & Pornogra-
phy Act, 1998

Adult male Controlling and 
sexually exploit-
ing of a minor 
for the purposes 
of creating child 
pornography.

Fine of €100.

2011 Criminal Law 
(Sexual Offenc-
es) Act, 1993

Adult male Controlling/or-
ganising pros-
titution (female 
adult victim)

2½ years impris-
onment (final 
fifteen months 
suspended).

2012 Criminal Law 
(Human Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2008

Adult female Controlling and 
sexually exploit-
ing a minor for 
the purpose of 
creating child 
pornography.

3 years impris-
onment

2012 Illegal Immi-
grants (Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2000Criminal 
Law (Sexual 
Offences) Act, 
1993

Adult Female Trafficking of a 
female minor il-
legal immigrant 
and controlling/
directing prosti-
tution 

3 years impris-
onment

Note:  As amended by Section 6 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Amendment Act 
2007 as substituted by Section 3(2) of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008.

In An Garda Síochána Policing Plan for 2012, one of the eight stated priorities is to prevent 
and detect Human Trafficking. The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit in my Department and An 
Garda Síochána are continually vigilant for any emerging trends relating to human trafficking 
and they maintain regular dialogue on this matter with the relevant State agencies and non-
governmental organisations working in this area.

11/12/2012WRT02850Missing Persons Data

11/12/2012WRT02900352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of persons, male and female, adults, adolescents and children reported missing and still 
without trace in each of the past ten years and to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55691/12]

11/12/2012WRT03000353. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total num-
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ber of persons, male and female, adults, adolescents and children listed as missing for more 
than ten years and still without trace; the extent to which such cases continue to come under 
investigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55692/12]

11/12/2012WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 352 and 353 together.

  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table illustrates the total number 
of persons, including children, reported missing, and who remain untraced, in each of the past 
ten years up to and including 6 December, 2012.

Year Total number 
of persons 
missing and 
who cur-
rently remain 
untraced

Male Female Adults  Persons un-
der 18 years 
of age

2002 72 54 18 30 42
2003 58 43 15 25 33
2004 49 13 13 20 29
2005 30 22 8 15 15
2006 50 30 20 16 34
2007 49 33 16 15 34
2008 38 24 14 20 18
2009 62 37 25 19 43
2010 18 14 4 15 3
2011 28 18 10 19 9
2012 96 57 39 57 39

*Figures provided are operational and liable to change

  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the total number of persons recorded as miss-
ing for more than ten years is 505 and of these 398 are male and 107 are female.  A breakdown 
of the 505 missing persons by adult, adolescent and children is not readily available.

  All incidents where persons have been reported missing remain under investigation until 
such times as the person is located. An Garda Síochána reviews missing persons cases on a 
regular basis.  The District Officer (Superintendent) in the area where persons have gone miss-
ing takes direct responsibility for all investigations and searches carried out. Local investigation 
teams are appointed by the District Officer and all means necessary, including the services of 
specialist units, are deployed to assist in these investigations, as considered appropriate.  The 
services of Interpol and Euorpol can also be availed of during such investigations, if necessary.

  The Garda Missing Persons Bureau, which  is responsible for all data relating to miss-
ing persons, provides expert assistance and advice to District Officers in all high risk missing 
person cases. The Garda authorities are satisfied that adequate resources, including staff and 
technology, are in place to deal with this issue and that investigations are carried out in line with 
best international practice.

11/12/2012WRU00150Garda Strength

11/12/2012WRU00200354. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
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strength of An Garda Síochána, male and female, all ranks at present, the number of posts if 
any to be filled or waiting to be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55693/12]

11/12/2012WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that as of the 30 November 2012, the latest date for which figures are 
readily available, there were 13,459 Gardaí,  993 Reserve Gardaí and 2,028 civilian staff in the 
Garda Síochána.  With the exception of recruitment to the Garda Reserve, which is of a volun-
tary, unpaid nature, the moratorium on recruitment still applies to the Garda Síochána. Notwith-
standing this, there have been a number of supervisory and senior management appointments 
in the Garda Síochána, including 51 in 2012 at Assistant Commissioner, Chief Superintendent 
and Superintendent levels to ensure the supervisory and management capacity of the  Force is 
maintained.

 A promotion competition has been held for promotion from Sergeant to Inspector and 34 
successful candidates were placed on a list for future promotions. Promotion competitions for 
promotion from Garda to Sergeant, from Inspector to Superintendent and from Superintendent 
to Chief Superintendent are currently ongoing.  There are four vacancies at Chief Superinten-
dent rank and thirteen vacancies at Superintendent rank, where the current strength is 41 and 
153 respectively, and these will be filled from the promotion competition currently under way. 
The approved numbers in those ranks are 45 and 166 respectively.   Discussions are ongoing 
with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on settling the precise 
strengths at the ranks of Sergeant and Inspector in the Garda Síochána.

The personnel strength of An Garda Síochána on 30 November 2012, broken down by rank 
and gender, was as set out in the table.

Rank Total Male Female
Commissioner 1 1 0
D/Commissioner 2 1 1
A/Commissioner 9 9 0
C/Superintendent 41 37 4
Superintendent 153 138 15
Inspector 263 242 21
Sergeant 1912 1630 282
Garda 11078 8034 3044
Total 13459 10092 3367

11/12/2012WRU00350Crime Data

11/12/2012WRU00400355. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the trends if 
any emerging in respect of violent crimes in respect of death and or serious injury that continue 
to be monitored by his Department; the likely action to be taken to address such issues; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55694/12]

11/12/2012WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am in ongoing contact with 
the Garda Commissioner about all aspects of serious and violent crime and the Gardaí respond 
robustly to those who engage in such offences.  While incidents of serious and violent crime 
continue to be committed and have a substantial impact on victims and their families, it is im-
portant to note that the most recent recorded crime statistics, which are for the 12 month period 
to the end of June 2012, show that most categories of crime are in fact falling.  This reflects well 
on the work of An Garda Síochána and the figures show that murder had decreased by 8% and 
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assault offences were down by 9.7%.  Public order and damage to property offences were also 
down (by 13.1% and 10.8% respectively).

Notwithstanding the positive messages from the latest crime figures, it remains impera-
tive that we confront and disrupt violent criminals and the Gardaí have the full support of the 
Government in this.  I am advised that Garda management closely monitors the allocation of all 
resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place 
on a District, Divisional and Regional level, to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, 
and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.  There is already a range of strong 
legislation in place to counter the sorts of crime referred to by the Deputy and I have also made 
it clear to the Garda Commissioner that if he feels there are other measures which might use-
fully be taken I will look at that very positively. 

11/12/2012WRU00550Garda Equipment

11/12/2012WRU00600356. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which modern technology and upgraded transport continues to be made available to An Garda 
Síochána throughout the country with particular reference to the need to focus on areas suffer-
ing from high incidents of organised crime and criminality; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [55695/12]

11/12/2012WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and deployment 
of Garda resources, including modern technologies and transport, are matters for the Garda 
Commissioner in the light of his identified policing needs.  In this context the Garda authorities 
have indicated that significant resources have been, and will continue to be, devoted to tackling 
organised crime.  

As the  Deputy will be aware the Gardaí are bearing down very hard on criminal gangs.  
Week in week out, An Garda Síochána is making arrests and bringing persons before the courts, 
with substantial sentences being imposed in many cases.  Considerable success has also been 
achieved in disrupting the illicit drugs trade on which much organised crime depends.  In excess 
of €90m of drugs were seized in the first nine months of the year, including the largest inland 
seizure of cocaine in Ireland.  Other seizures are taking place on a continuous basis.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that in recent years considerable progress has been 
made within the Force in the deployment of modern technological support in the fight against 
organised crime.  These advances include the full roll out of the National Digital Radio System, 
the Automated Fingerprint Information System and Automated Number Plate Recognition.

With regard to transport, the Deputy will be aware that a recent investment of €3 million in 
the Garda fleet has resulted in an order for 170 new vehicles being placed this year. These ve-
hicles are due to begin coming on stream in the coming weeks.  This investment brings to more 
than 210 the number of new vehicles ordered this year, at a cost of €4 million.  In addition, a 
further €5 million is being made available for the purchase and fit-out of new Garda vehicles 
in 2013.  

This level of expenditure, at a time of severe budgetary constraint, represents a very signifi-
cant investment in Garda transport.  I have no doubt that the additional funding, in conjunction 
with the advanced policing technologies available to An Garda Síochána, will contribute to the 
effectiveness of the force in preventing and detecting organised crime.



11 December 2012

319

11/12/2012WRU00750Air Ambulance Service Provision

11/12/2012WRU00800357. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the number of missions to 
date undertaken by the air ambulance at Custume Barracks, Athlone, County Westmeath; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55419/12]

11/12/2012WRU00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): A twelve-month pilot Emergency Aero-
medical Support (EAS) service was established by agreement between my Department and 
the Department of Health for Air Corps support to the Health Service Executive National Am-
bulance Service.  The purpose of the pilot is to assess the level and type, if any, of dedicated 
emergency aeromedical support needed to assist the National Ambulance Service in the west of 
Ireland for certain types of patient, particularly in light of the requirements of the HSE Clinical 
Care Programmes such as Acute Coronary Syndrome and Stroke. 

The service commenced on 4 June 2012 and it is operated by the Air Corps out of Custume 
Barracks, Athlone.  Since its inception there have been 101 EAS call-outs undertaken by the 
Air Corps.  A full evaluation of the EAS service will be undertaken by the stakeholders within 
three months of the end of the pilot programme (June 2013).

11/12/2012WRU00950Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRU01000358. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence further to Parliamenta-
ry Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all new services across his 
Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 2011. [55428/12]

11/12/2012WRU01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The external delivery of some public ser-
vices is an element of the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan dated November 2011.  All 
proposed new services across the Public Service will be tested for external service delivery be-
fore any approval to provide the service internally will be granted.  No new services have been 
identified or tested for external service delivery since March 2011.  However, an evaluation of 
the potential options to deliver medical services in the Defence Forces through outsourcing is 
currently ongoing.

11/12/2012WRU01150Overseas Missions

11/12/2012WRU01200359. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Defence if he will report on the 
participation of members of the Defence Forces in the UN Mission to Syria; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55681/12]

11/12/2012WRU01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Six members of the Permanent Defence 
Force are deployed in Syria as part of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (UN-
TSO).  The Defence Forces have participated in UNTSO since 1958.  Defence Forces personnel 
serving with this mission are based in Syria, Israel and Lebanon.  The main functions of UN-
TSO are to maintain regional dialogue, monitor ceasefires, supervise armistice agreements and 
to assist UN peacekeeping operations in Lebanon and Syria.  The six UNTSO Defence Forces 
personnel based in Syria are part of Observer Group Golan responsible for the Syrian side of 
the Golan Heights.  One Irish officer is the Chief of Observer Group Golan and has responsi-
bility for the conduct of operations by UN Military Observers within Israeli Occupied Golan 
and Syria.  The remaining five Defence Forces personnel are deployed as UN Military Observ-
ers and conduct their duties in support of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
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(UNDOF) on the Syrian side of the Golan Heights.  Their duties include manning Observation 
Posts, conducting fortnightly inspections of the deployment of Syrian Arab Armed Forces and 
conducting patrols within the Area of Limitation in order to ensure that no activities occur 
which could lead to the breach of the ceasefire between Israel and Syria.

As the security situation in Syria remains highly volatile, Defence Forces personnel nor-
mally based in Damascus were relocated by UNTSO to offices and accommodation at UN-
DOF Headquarters in the Golan Heights, on 15 October 2012, as a temporary force protection 
measure.  The Irish personnel continue to fulfill their roles from this temporary location.  It is 
intended that they will return to offices and accommodation in Damascus should there be an 
improvement in the security situation.

Six members of the Permanent Defence Force who had been deployed as unarmed military 
observers to the United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS) were withdrawn in 
August 2012 when the mission’s mandate came to an end.

11/12/2012WRU01350Coillte Teoranta Lands

11/12/2012WRU01400360. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to include provisions which will ensure public access to Coillte land for recreational pur-
poses, as part of any move to sell any assets of Coillte in the future. [55266/12]

11/12/2012WRU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to the 
Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be consid-
ered for sale, Coillte Board and management have been actively engaged in recent months with 
NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department to examine 
the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets.

The process is at an advanced stage and, aside from the valuation of the forestry assets, a 
number of issues have been identified in relation to the possible harvesting rights concession.  
These include, inter alia, the possible impact on the timber industry, implications for the com-
pany and levels of employment, environmental and social impacts, and public access to recre-
ational land and the protection of the recreational amenities.  These issues and the measures, if 
necessary, to address them require detailed consideration. 

I am aware that Coillte’s forests provide a range of recreational opportunities for the general 
public continuing a long tradition of open access to state owned forests.  I am also conscious 
that such recreational facilities are very valuable resources as tourism attractions in the various 
regions.  In view of the importance of such recreational opportunities for citizens for ongoing 
recreation and for visitors during their stay in Ireland, the issue of public access to recreational 
land forms part of the overall analysis.

11/12/2012WRU01550Animal Welfare Issues

11/12/2012WRU01600361. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 489 of 27 November 2012, the review procedures he intends 
to take to ensure that dog welfare standards being developed in the Animal Health and Welfare 
Bill will apply to dog pounds, rescue and dog transportation operators, as well as dog breeders; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55397/12]

11/12/2012WRU01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Animal 
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Health and Welfare Bill which I am bringing forward consolidates a wide range of existing leg-
islation.  As such, it will apply in many situations affecting the welfare of animals and so can 
be enforced by a range of state bodies such as An Gardai, customs officers and local authorities.  
The Animal Health and Welfare Bill enshrines the so-called Five Freedoms of animal and, in 
doing so, sets out general horizontal rules on feed, shelter, healthcare and welfare that will ap-
ply to all animals. 

The Animal Health and Welfare Bill does not set out detailed rules for individual species 
or sectors.  These can be brought forward through a variety of means such as Codes of Prac-
tice, Regulations or other primary legislation, which can lay down more detailed laws for spe-
cific animals in certain cases, such as the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010, which was 
brought forward by the Minister for Environment, Heritage and local Government.  That Act 
sets out detailed rules applying to premises at which bitches are kept, “not less than 6 of which 
are more than 6 months old, and capable of being used for breeding purposes”.  The Dog Breed-
ing Establishments Act 2010 empowers local authorities to appoint “authorised persons” for the 
enforcement of the requirements of that Act.

Separately, under EU Regulations in respect of animal transport, my Department has put in 
place guidelines for the welfare of non-farming animals (“other species”) during commercial 
transport. 

11/12/2012WRU01750Agriculture Schemes Appeals

11/12/2012WRU01800362. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will issue an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55055/12]

11/12/2012WRU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Suckler 
Welfare Scheme was introduced in 2008 for animals born between 1 January 2008 and 31 De-
cember 2012.  The objective of the Scheme was to improve the welfare standards in beef breed 
animals and develop over time a breeding database from which Suckler farmers could identify 
the breeding stock which best suited their requirements.  Accordingly, it is a condition of the 
Scheme that a Suckler farmer had to participate in the Scheme from its inception or from the 
time they became active in this area.  It was possible for new entrants to Suckler farming to join 
the Scheme in the year that they commenced Suckler farming. 

While the person named only applied to join the Suckler Welfare Scheme in 2012, Depart-
ment records show that beef-breed animals were present in the herd since 2009.  The applicant 
was informed in writing of the non acceptance of her application on 30 August 2012. An appeal 
was received on 5 September 2012 and, following review, the decision was upheld.

The person named was advised of the position in a letter dated 17 September and was ad-
vised of her right to appeal the decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.  To date no appeal 
has been received.

11/12/2012WRU01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRU02000363. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an application for a disadvantaged area scheme payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55093/12]
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11/12/2012WRU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRU02150Agriculture Schemes Appeals

11/12/2012WRU02200364. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an application for a derogation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55099/12]

11/12/2012WRU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRU02350Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRU02400365. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an application for single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55100/12]

11/12/2012WRU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deroga-
tion application of the person named having been successful, the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme application was further processed and recently finalised, with payment shortly due to 
issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRU02550Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRU02600366. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55104/12]

11/12/2012WRU02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRU02750Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRU02800367. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment for disadvantaged area aid will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55107/12]

11/12/2012WRU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding 
concerned has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012.  
Immediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case 
will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.
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11/12/2012WRU02950Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRU03000368. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding outstanding headage payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55116/12]

11/12/2012WRU03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRU03150Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRU03200369. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the single farm payment and older REPS 4 payment will be expedited in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55132/12]

11/12/2012WRU03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In processing 
the 2012 Single Payment Scheme application of the person named, an over-claim was identified 
on one of the land parcels declared.  Following direct contact with the person named, the matter 
has recently been resolved and payment will issue to the nominated bank account shortly.

The person named commenced REPS 4 in May 2010 and received payments for the first two 
years of their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  This process has been completed for the 
person named and the 75% payment for Year 3 amounting to €4425.14 issued on 10 December 
2012.  The remaining 25% balancing payment will issue shortly.

11/12/2012WRU03350Agriculture Schemes Appeals

11/12/2012WRU03400370. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment under the disadvantaged area scheme will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55134/12]

11/12/2012WRU03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRV00150Aquaculture Development

11/12/2012WRV00200371. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the sites off the west coast that are proposed to be developed as offshore fish farms; the scien-
tific assessment of the environmental impact that has been conducted; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55135/12]

11/12/2012WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara (BIM) has submitted an application to my Department for an Aquaculture and a 
Foreshore Licence for the cultivation of Finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  The application 
and its accompanying Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is currently being considered 
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fully in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the1933 
Foreshore Act as amended.  

As consideration of the application and EIS is ongoing by my Department in accordance 
with the statutory process it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the EIS pending a 
determination of the application. 

My Department has also issued a Site Investigation Licence to BIM in respect of potential 
sites off the Mayo coast.  I also understand that BIM is currently engaged in preliminary work 
with a view to a possible application for a Site Investigation Licence for an area off the coast 
of Donegal.

11/12/2012WRV00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRV00400372. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of the agri-environment options scheme will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55136/12]

11/12/2012WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1st September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, have to be completed before any payment can issue. These checks have been suc-
cessfully completed and payment in respect of the 2011 Scheme year will issue shortly.  

11/12/2012WRV00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRV00600373. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of a disadvantaged areas scheme will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway who has now registered as a horse premises; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [55137/12]

11/12/2012WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named recently registered his premises with my Department, as required in accordance with S.I. 
No 8 of 2012, Diseases of Animals Act 1996 (Registration of Horse Premises ) Order 2012  This 
has enabled the processing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application to recently be 
finalised, with payment shortly issuing to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRV00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV00800374. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal to the disadvantaged area appeals committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55149/12]

11/12/2012WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
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fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRV00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV01000375. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal to the disadvantaged area appeals committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55151/12]

11/12/2012WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRV01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV01200376. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal to the disadvantaged area appeals committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55193/12]

11/12/2012WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRV01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV01400377. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been made on an appeal to disadvantaged area appeals committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55194/12]

11/12/2012WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRV01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV01600378. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal to the disadvantaged area appeal committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55195/12]

11/12/2012WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number, their derogation application having been unsuccessful, who were of-
fered the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee. To date, this 



Questions - Written Answers

326

option has not been availed of. Should the applicant choose to appeal, it will be referred to the 
DAS Appeals Committee.

11/12/2012WRV01750Agrifood Sector Issues

11/12/2012WRV01800379. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will he confirm the number of people employed in the agrifood sector here as of 1 
December 2012; the percentage this is of the national employment figure; if he will provide a 
breakdown of those employed as of this date within the areas of primary production, food and 
beverage manufacturing, and other related activities; if this represents an increase or a decrease 
on the December 2011 figure; and if so, if he will specify by how much; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [55207/12]

11/12/2012WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The latest 
employment figures, available from the Central Statistics Office Quarterly National Household 
Survey, are in respect of Q3 2012 and they show the following breakdown compared to the 
same period last year:

 - Q3 2011 Q3 2012 -
Primary Agriculture, 
Forestry & Fishing

82.4 85.6

Food & Beverages 50.3 48.9
Wood & Wood Prod-
ucts

5.0 4.3

Total Agri-Food 137.7 138.8 +1%
Total Employment 1,845.6 1,841.3
Agri-Food % of To-
tal Employment

7.46% 7.54%

11/12/2012WRV01950Agrifood Sector Issues

11/12/2012WRV02000380. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a breakdown of the numbers of people per county who are employed by the 
agrifood sector as of 1 December 2012, including those working in primary production, food 
and beverage manufacturing, and other related activities; if he will provide comparative figures 
for 2010 and 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55208/12]

11/12/2012WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Central 
Statistics Office’s Quarter National Household Survey, which would ordinarily be used for 
year-on-year comparison of employment data, does not provide figures at county level. 

The most recent such data available is in the attached table which has been specially ex-
tracted from the CSO’s Census 2011 results. 

Census 2011, NACE 1 - Numbers at Work

Agri-Food & Forestry Agriculture, Forestry & 
Fishing

Manufacture of Food & 
Beverages

Wood & Wood Products

Carlow 1,878 Carlow 1,397 Carlow 398 Carlow 83
Cavan 4,736 Cavan 3,381 Cavan 1,273 Cavan 82
Clare 4,166 Clare 3,840 Clare 256 Clare 70
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Agri-Food & Forestry Agriculture, Forestry & 
Fishing

Manufacture of Food & 
Beverages

Wood & Wood Products

Cork 18,845 Cork 13,035 Cork 5,025 Cork 785
Donegal 5,580 Donegal 4,036 Donegal 1,421 Donegal 123
Dublin 8,777 Dublin 2,949 Dublin 5,443 Dublin 385
Galway 7,296 Galway 6,224 Galway 788 Galway 284
Kerry 7,165 Kerry 5,621 Kerry 1,086 Kerry 458
Kildare 5,019 Kildare 3,028 Kildare 1,821 Kildare 170
Kilkenny 4,714 Kilkenny 3,386 Kilkenny 1,174 Kilkenny 154
Laois 3,232 Laois 2,469 Laois 591 Laois 172
Leitrim 1,482 Leitrim 1,215 Leitrim 157 Leitrim 110
Limerick 6,101 Limerick 4,388 Limerick 1,569 Limerick 144
Longford 2,219 Longford 1,323 Longford 811 Longford 85
Louth 2,322 Louth 1,357 Louth 897 Louth 68
Mayo 6,831 Mayo 5,411 Mayo 1,252 Mayo 168
Meath 5,175 Meath 3,748 Meath 1,278 Meath 149
Monaghan 4,266 Monaghan 2,860 Monaghan 1,288 Monaghan 118
Offaly 3,242 Offaly 2,286 Offaly 845 Offaly 111
Roscom-
mon

2,986 Roscom-
mon

2,451 Roscom-
mon

456 Roscom-
mon

79

Sligo 2,178 Sligo 1,770 Sligo 343 Sligo 65
Tipperary 9,494 Tipperary 6,817 Tipperary 2,391 Tipperary 286
Waterford 3,792 Waterford 2,604 Waterford 1,027 Waterford 161
Westmeath 2,439 Westmeath 1,925 Westmeath 425 Westmeath 89
Wexford 6,042 Wexford 4,371 Wexford 1,497 Wexford 174
Wicklow 3,011 Wicklow 2,355 Wicklow 509 Wicklow 147
Totals 132,988 94,247 34,021 4,720

11/12/2012WRV02150Agrifood Sector Issues

11/12/2012WRV02200381. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will confirm the total amount of revenue the agrifood sector has contributed to the 
economy here so far this year; if he will quantify this percentage in terms of the overall amount 
contributed by the Irish manufacturing sector to the economy in 2012; if he will outline the 
percentage of Irish goods and services constituted by those produced by the agrifood industry; 
the percentage of exports by indigenous manufacturing industries that are from the agrifood 
industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55209/12]

11/12/2012WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Census 
of Industrial Production data for the most recent year available (2010) showed that the Gross 
Output of the Food & Beverages sector was €20.2 billion, representing 23% of all manufac-
turing output or 21% of all industrial output. Furthermore, the output of indigineous food and 
beverage manufacturers accounted for 51% of all indigineous manufacturing output.

The same data set also shows that exports from indigineous food and beverage manufactur-
ers also accounted for 51% of exports from all Irish manufacturers.

Although the corresponding figures for 2011 and 2012 will not be released for some time 
the increase in food exports over the last two years, which was put at 25% or close to €2bn, and 
a consolidation of that position this year could be expected to be reflect positively when they 
are published.
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11/12/2012WRV02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV02400382. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal to the disadvantaged area appeals committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55223/12]

11/12/2012WRV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRV02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRV02600383. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal to the disadvantaged area appeals committee in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55240/12]

11/12/2012WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deroga-
tion application of the person named having been successful, the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme application was further processed and recently finalised, with payment shortly due to 
issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRV02750Forestry Sector

11/12/2012WRV02800384. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide a breakdown per year for the past  ten years of the amount of State forestry land 
sold and being sold by Coillte and its value; the amount of State forestry land removed from 
forestry for development reasons and its value site sales, wind energy, roads, power lines and 
so on; the amount of State forestry land removed from forest cover due to environmental con-
siderations and its lost timber value riparian zone clearance, return to wetlands and so on; the 
amount of land purchased and its value, by Coillte for new State afforestation; his plans to halt 
the sale of 1,109 acres of forestry in County Donegal; if he intends to submit a request to Coillte 
to withdraw the sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55262/12]

11/12/2012WRV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the sale and acquisition of land which take place regu-
larly, are the responsibility of the company. 

Coillte has provided the following breakdown of the total area and value of property sales 
completed each year from 2003 to end November 2012.

Year Area (Hectares) Value (€m)
2003 473 13.64
2004 488 12.09
2005 775 38.67
2006 319 16.42
2007 552 22.48
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Year Area (Hectares) Value (€m)
2008 422 11.13
2009 590 13.48
2010 635 8.96
2011 346 10.62
2012 (to end November) 111 3.7

Coillte advise that the above figures relate to land sales for diverse uses including housing, 
commercial developments, tourism, windfarms, road widening and other national infrastructure 
developments and that a breakdown by category is not readily available.

In relation to the amount of State Forestry land removed from forest cover, Coillte ad-
vise that a total of 3,196 hectares has been converted to wetlands through Coillte’s three LIFE 
NATURE  projects.  These lands would not have been considered highly productive despite 
carrying trees. As areas designated SAC for wetlands, this work has contributed to achieving 
national targets under the Habitats Directive. As for the lands removed due to environmental 
considerations and riparian zone clearance, Coillte advise that this information is not readily 
available and it would be time consuming to gather this data. The lost timber value has not been 
quantified.

As for the amount of land purchased by Coillte for new State afforestation, the company 
advises that Coillte has been deemed ineligible for forestry loss-of-income premiums since 
1996 and is not in a position to purchase land for afforestation while ineligible for premiums. 
The company further advises that it has contributed to the national afforestation programme 
through forestry partnerships with farmers and the provision of forestry services to farmers and 
other landowners.

The land transaction mentioned by the Deputy is an operational matter for the company.

11/12/2012WRV02950Single Payment Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRV03000385. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
single farm payment will be paid immediately in respect of a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Limerick. [55264/12]

11/12/2012WRV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2012 
Single Payment Scheme application of the person named has been finalised for payment. 

However payment cannot issue, as a conditional garnishee order (a Court order obtained by 
a third party) has been received by my Department. Compliance with such a court order is not 
a matter of policy for me to exercise, at my discretion, as it is a legal requirement.

11/12/2012WRV03150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

11/12/2012WRV03200386. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an agri-environment options scheme in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal; when will same issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55267/12]

11/12/2012WRV03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
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fect from 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €801.59 issued in respect of 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payment in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year is subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verification 
of capital investment through checks on receipts. These checks have been completed and I ex-
pect that 75% payment in respect of 2012 will issue shortly to the person named. The balancing 
25% payment will issue shortly thereafter.

11/12/2012WRV03350Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRV03400387. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
disadvantaged areas scheme, REPS and single farm payments will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55273/12]

11/12/2012WRV03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A 50% ad-
vance of the Single Payment issued to the person named on 16 October 2012 and the balancing 
payment on 3 December 2012.

As processing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been fi-
nalised, payment will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

The person named commenced REPS 4 in June 2009 and received payments for the first 
three years of their contract.  

REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to 
EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be complet-
ed before any payments can issue.  This process is completed for 2012 in respect of the person 
named and the 75% Year 4 payment amounting to €4207.05 issued on 10th December 2012.  
The remaining 25% balancing payment will issue shortly.

11/12/2012WRW00150Forestry Sector

11/12/2012WRW00200388. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been taken by his Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform to sell 1,100 acres of forestry land in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55277/12]

11/12/2012WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is not selling the forestry lands indicated by the Deputy.  The bulk of the State’s forestry 
estate was vested in Coillte, in accordance with the Forestry Act 1988, upon the company’s 
establishment in 1989.  Day-to-day operational matters, such as the sale and acquisition of land 
which take place regularly, are the responsibility of the company. 

11/12/2012WRW00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRW00400389. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a derogation appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55280/12]
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11/12/2012WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; 
immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be noti-
fied of their decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRW00550Tax Code

11/12/2012WRW00600390. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
tax implications, if any that exist in circumstances (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55285/12]

11/12/2012WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The tax im-
plications of the transaction depends on a number of factors.  There may be several factors 
involved in individual cases and I would advise anybody in a similar situation to seek profes-
sional advice, including advice from the Revenue Commissioners and Teagasc.

Among the possibly relevant tax issues are: 100% Stamp duty relief on the 1% stamp duty 
that is normally payable; 90% agricultural relief in relation to Capital Acquisitions Tax; Capital 
Gains tax that may be applicable to the person making the transfer.

11/12/2012WRW00750Forestry Sector

11/12/2012WRW00800391. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
he can protect existing open access and recreational amenities on Coillte lands if he intends to 
sell the forest assets and have private operators manage the estates; his views on whether it is 
preferable to ensure that the resource is maintained for the benefit of the people. [55290/12]

11/12/2012WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to the 
Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be consid-
ered for sale, Coillte Board and management have been actively engaged in recent months with 
NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department to examine 
the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets.

The process is at an advanced stage and, aside from the valuation of the forestry assets, a 
number of issues have been identified in relation to the possible harvesting rights concession. 
These include, inter alia, the possible impact on the timber industry, implications for the com-
pany and levels of employment, environmental and social impacts, and public access to recre-
ational land and the protection of the recreational amenities. These issues, and the measures, if 
necessary, to address them, require detailed consideration. 

I am aware that Coillte’s forests provide a range of recreational opportunities for the general 
public continuing a long tradition of open access to state owned forests. I am also conscious 
that such recreational facilities are very valuable resources as tourism attractions in the various 
regions.  In view of the importance of such recreational opportunities for citizens for ongoing 
recreation and for visitors during their stay in Ireland the issue of public access to recreational 
land forms part of the overall analysis. 

11/12/2012WRW00950Single Payment Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRW01000392. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
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ment of single farm headage will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55301/12]

11/12/2012WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
validation of the 2012 Single Payment Scheme application of the person named, issues arose 
on two of the parcels declared. However, following consultation with the person named, these 
issues have now been resolved and the case has been cleared for payment, which will issue 
shortly.

However, payment under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued as, at 
this stage, the holding concerned has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density 
requirements for 2012. Immediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these 
requirements, the case will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible 
date thereafter.

11/12/2012WRW01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRW01200393. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid a 2012 disadvantaged area payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55302/12]

11/12/2012WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named submitted an application for derogation, supporting documentation to further 
process the application was requested by my Department. Immediately the documentation in 
question is received, the application in question will be reviewed and the person named notified 
of the decision, in writing.

11/12/2012WRW01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRW01400394. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid a 2012 disadvantaged area payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55303/12]

11/12/2012WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number, their derogation application having been unsuccessful, who were of-
fered the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee. To date, this 
option has not been availed of. Should the applicant choose to appeal, it will be referred to the 
DAS Appeals Committee.

11/12/2012WRW01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRW01600395. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid a 2012 disadvantaged area payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55304/12]

11/12/2012WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding 
concerned has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012. 
Immediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case 
will be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.
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11/12/2012WRX00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRX00200396. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid a 2012 disadvantaged area payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55305/12]

11/12/2012WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment 
under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding 
concerned has not yet satisfied the scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012.  
As soon as the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will 
be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

11/12/2012WRX00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRX00400397. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of a single farm payment for 2011 will be issued in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55306/12]

11/12/2012WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The advance 
payment in respect of the 2011 Single Payment Scheme application of the person named is-
sued on 17 October 2011 and the balancing payment on 1 December 2011, both directly to the 
nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRX00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRX00600398. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Limerick will receive a disadvantaged area pay-
ment.  [55318/12]

11/12/2012WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRX00750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRX00800399. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the correspondence that he has had with a person (details supplied) in County Sligo regarding 
an agri-environment options scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55319/12]

11/12/2012WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  
During these checks, an issue was identified in relation to the claimed area on the Species Rich 
Grassland action.  My Department is examining this issue and once satisfactorily resolved, pay-
ment will issue at the earliest opportunity.
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11/12/2012WRX00950Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRX01000400. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision on an application under the targeted agriculture modernisation scheme has been made 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55340/12]

11/12/2012WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned has submitted an application for grant-aid under the current tranche of the TAMS 
Dairy Equipment Scheme which closes on 31 January 2013.    His application is currently be-
ing examined as far as the eligibility conditions of the Scheme are concerned.   Subject to the 
application being considered eligible, the application will be included in the selection process 
which will take place as soon as possible after the closure of the current tranche.

11/12/2012WRX01150Fish Quotas

11/12/2012WRX01200401. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) was not re-allocated the excess quota.  [55356/12]

11/12/2012WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the close 
of the first management period in the Celtic Sea herring sentinel fishery on 30 November last, 
this vessel did not appear to qualify based on individual landings for the second management 
period.  The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority confirmed on 4 December last that this vessel, 
based on pairing arrangements, did land the required amount in the first management period 
and so the vessel was included in the second management period.  A quota notification for this 
vessel issued on 4 December 2012.  In relation to the requirement to land 50% of the first period 
allocation to qualify for the second fishing period, I received a large number of appeals due to 
a variety of reasons such as bad weather, mechanical breakdown and size.  A number of small 
inshore vessels had advised that they were unable to participate due to their size, weather con-
ditions and the location of the stock.  In view of this, I have decided to vary the management 
arrangements to remove the 50% landing requirement.  In order to implement an effect man-
agement regime for the remainder of the fishery, I decided that any vessel which has booked in 
shall receive an allocation for a two-week period from 00:01 on 9 December 2012 to 00.01 on 
21 December 2012.

11/12/2012WRX01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRX01400402. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been made on an application for agri-environment options scheme in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55357/12]

11/12/2012WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An AEOS 
3 application was received in the Johnstown Castle Office of my Department from the person 
named on 27 November 2012.  The closing date for receipt of applications was Friday, 7 De-
cember and approximately 10,000 applications have been submitted.  All applications received 
are now being processed with a view to issuing approvals to successful applicants as soon as 
possible.
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11/12/2012WRX01550Animal Welfare Issues

11/12/2012WRX01600403. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the current position regarding animal rights legislation that is currently progressing through the 
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55372/12]

11/12/2012WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Animal 
Health and Welfare Bill which I am bringing forward consolidates a wide range of existing leg-
islation.  As such, it will apply in a wide range of situations affecting the welfare of animals and 
so can be enforced by a range of State bodies that include officers of my Department, An Garda 
Síochána, the Customs and Excise and Local Authorities.  The Animal Health and Welfare Bill, 
which is on Committee Stage in the Dáil, sets out general horizontal rules on health and welfare 
that will apply to all animals.  It does not set out detailed rules for individual species or sectors.  
These can be dealt with through a variety of means such as Codes of Practice, Regulations or 
other primary legislation which can lay down more detailed laws for specific animals in certain 
cases; for example, the Control of Horses Act and The Dog Breeding Establishments Act.

11/12/2012WRY00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY00200404. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment for derogation 2012 will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry.  
[55375/12]

11/12/2012WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRY00350Fishing Fleet Modernisation

11/12/2012WRY00400405. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will detail the various schemes including hardship funds and their eligibility criteria for the 
decommissioning of fishing vessels as permitted by the relevant authority here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55401/12]

11/12/2012WRY00500406. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the funding available for decommissioning fishing vessels here; the eligibility criteria for the 
decommissioning of a fishing vessel (details supplied) in County Wicklow which has been 
deemed unfit to fish; if he will clarify the suitability of the vessel to avail of relevant funding 
in relation to its decommissioning; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55402/12]

11/12/2012WRY00600407. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will investigate the concerns of a person (details supplied) in relation to a fishing vessel; if 
he appreciates the difficulties facing the person; if he will meet with the person to discuss their 
concerns; if he will clarify the way this person’s concerns may be brought to a final resolution; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55403/12]

11/12/2012WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 405, 406 and 407 together.

This matter centres on a vessel bought in Europe which turned out to be unstable and was 
unfit to go to sea.  The owner of the vessel has consistently said that the paperwork supplied 
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and the expert employed to survey the vessel at the time of purchase indicated that there was no 
problem with the stability of the vessel. I understand that vessel in question   failed a stability 
test by the Marine Survey Office (MSO) of the Department of Transport in 2009.   

The failures in the stability of the fishing vessel were determined after its purchase by the 
new Irish owner.  The reality that these failures were not detected at the time of purchase by 
the new owner is a private matter between the owners and the sellers of the vessel and the rel-
evant experts involved in surveying and certifying the vessel, none of which are employed by 
the State or were acting on behalf of the State.  The State does not have responsibility for the 
failures in this private business transaction, no matter how unfortunate the case may be. I am 
sympathetic to the very unfortunate situation that the owner finds himself in but it is not due to 
any failure on the part of the State and there are no remedies open to me to address the situation 
in which the vessel owner finds himself.

My Department has no function in this safety matter, other than that the Sea Fishing Boat 
Licensing Authority must ensure that a vessel has a Fishing Vessel Safety Certificate prior to li-
censing.  The Authority is not empowered to vary or indeed waive the legal safety requirements 
set down by the Maritime Safety Directorate of the Department of Transport.

To resolve the stability problems of his vessel, I understand that the owner lengthened his 
vessel by 6 metres. As the vessel was larger, the owner requires additional capacity to licence 
the vessel. Capacity is a privately owned tradeable asset and my Department has no direct role 
in that private market.  In February 2011, in order to licence the vessel without purchasing the 
additional capacity required, the owner made an application for ‘safety tonnage’ to the Registrar 
General of Fishing Boats. I understand that the Registrar is awaiting certification of the modifi-
cations to the vessel from the Marine Survey Office before a decision is made in relation to the 
safety tonnage application.  

The owner previously made a request to my Department to be granted a scallop authorisa-
tion and effort allocation in order to allow the owner to participate in the scallop fisheries.  Un-
der the national policy for the fishing fleet, vessels permitted to participate in the scallop fishery 
are ring fenced within the fleet and only vessels with the necessary scallop entitlement in their 
sea fishing boat licence are permitted to participate in that fishery.  The vessel in question is 
registered in the Beamer segment of the Irish Fishing Fleet and does not have the necessary 
track record to be licensed in the scallop sub-segments of the fleet.  The owner’s proposal would 
require that the vessel would be licensed in the Polyvalent (scallop sub segment) or Specific 
(scallop sub segment) segments. There is no scope in the national policy to transfer from the 
Beamer segment to the Polyvalent or Specific segments, other than by providing 100% capacity 
from those segments with the required scallop track record.  This capacity is a privately owned 
tradeable asset on the open market and must be provided at a ratio of 1:1 as part of the licensing 
process.    

Fleet policy, including policy on segmentation of the fleet, is set by me under section 3(2) 
of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, as amended by section 99 of the Sea Fisheries Mari-
time Jurisdiction Act 2006.  I am precluded by that Act from exercising any power or control in 
relation to any particular case or group of cases with which the Licensing Authority is or may 
be concerned.  It is not an option, therefore, for me to amend national policy on segmentation 
of the fleet for the purpose of assisting the owner in moving to another segment of the fleet, 
no matter how sympathetic I may be to his situation. The same situation applies in relation to 
requests from the owner to move to the Refrigerated Sea Water Segment Pelagic segment of 
the fleet.

More recently, the owner of the vessel has expressed a desire to decommission his vessel.  
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Decommissioning of fishing vessels is governed by Council Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006   
(EFF Regulation) and Commission Regulation (EC) No 498/2007 which provides for rules 
implementing schemes co-funded by the European Fisheries Fund. Article 23 of the EFF Regu-
lation provides for the European Fisheries Fund to contribute to financing of the permanent 
cessation of fishing activities of fishing vessels, provided that such cessation forms part of a 
Fishing Effort Adjustment Plan prepared by the Member State and approved by the Commis-
sion as part of the Member State’s Operational Programme.

There is at present no decommissioning scheme in operation. The last decommissioning 
scheme for vessels was undertaken in 2008 and implemented the fleet restructuring objectives 
set out in the National Strategic Plan for the Fisheries Sector 2007-2013, prepared in accor-
dance with Article 15 of the EFF Regulation and which was submitted to and adopted by the 
Commission.  

The 2008 Decommissioning Scheme required that a vessel be registered/licensed, comply 
with all relevant legislation, be capable of putting to sea at the time of application and have car-
ried out fishing activity for at least 75 days at sea in both of two periods of 12 months preceding 
31 December 2007, or have carried out a fishing activity for at least 150 days at sea in the 12 
month period preceding 31 December 2007.  The Scheme sought to remove active fishing ves-
sels and their fishing capacity from the fleet register to reduce fishing effort in certain whitefish 
fisheries and thereby improve the viability of the fisheries for other active vessels.  I understand 
that the vessel in question has not been licensed since 30 September 2009 and is therefore not 
an active vessel. Should a new decommissioning scheme be introduced at a future date with 
similar eligibility requirements, the vessel would not qualify under its present circumstances.  

A new decommissioning scheme for any category of vessels or more generally could only 
be considered where a strong case has been made by the fishing industry representative bod-
ies and that case was considered valid and the most appropriate use of scarce funds available 
for the development of the seafood sector, including the limited co-funding available from the 
European Fisheries Fund.  It is likely that a revised Fishing Effort Adjustment Plan would be 
required and this would need to be approved by the European Commission.  I have no plans 
at this time to introduce such a scheme which would in any event have to target a category or 
categories of vessels based on a range of broad and transparent criteria.

11/12/2012WRY00750Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRY00800408. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of 
all new services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since 
March 2011. [55424/12]

11/12/2012WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with 
Government policy, the Department has committed to evaluating all new services regarding 
their suitability for external delivery, but no such services have been introduced since March 
2011.

11/12/2012WRY00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY01000409. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a íocfar an t-airgead faoi scéim na limistéar faoi mhíbhuntáiste, disadvantage area scheme, 
do 2012 le feirmeoir (sonraí tugtha); agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [55460/12]
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11/12/2012WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas iar-
ratas faoi Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 2012 ón duine ainmnithe an 14 Bealtaine 
2012.   Níl aon íocaíocht eisithe fós, áfach, mar nach gcomhlíonann gabháltas an té ainmnithe 
íos-cheanglais dlús-stoic na Scéime.  A luaithe is a dheimhneofar go bhfuil an gabháltas ag 
comhlíonadh na gceanglas seo cuirfear an cás chun cinn le súil is íocaíocht a dhéanamh chomh 
luath agus is féidir ina dhiaidh sin.  

11/12/2012WRY01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY01200410. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a íocfar an t-airgead faoi scéim na limistéar faoi mhíbhuntáiste, disadvantage area scheme, 
do 2012 le feirmeoir (sonraí tugtha); agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [55461/12]

11/12/2012WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas iar-
ratas faoi Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 2012 ón duine ainmnithe an 14 Bealtaine 
2012.   Níl aon íocaíocht eisithe fós, áfach, mar nach gcomhlíonann gabháltas an té ainmnithe 
íos-cheanglais dlús-stoic na Scéime.  A luaithe is a dheimhneofar go bhfuil an gabháltas ag 
comhlíonadh na gceanglas seo cuirfear an cás chun cinn le súil is íocaíocht a dhéanamh chomh 
luath agus is féidir ina dhiaidh sin.  

11/12/2012WRY01350Food Prices

11/12/2012WRY01400411. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide the latest data on agriculture inflation and the measures that are being put in place to 
stabilise food input and output prices after global crop failures during 2012. [55502/12]

11/12/2012WRY01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Weather con-
ditions worldwide caused international alarm during the Summer of 2012 as people feared a 
repeat of the food shortages and political destabilization that occurred in 2010.  However, since 
the beginning of 2012 the EU, in partnership with the G20, has supported an international mar-
ket information system (AMIS) to provide transparency in relation to food prices.  They have 
also supported the creation of a Rapid Response Forum, which has senior officials from all over 
the world in constant contact to react to challenging situations such as the global crop failures 
that occurred during 2012.  

The cooperation between governments has led to fewer trade-distorting reactions like the 
export bans witnessed in 2010.  The poor harvests this summer led to rapid price increases for 
key food commodities, but the increases quickly stabilised.  Rice prices are lower now than a 
year ago, while wheat, maize and soya have increased between 14% and 23%.  Prices for all of 
these commodities are still very high by historical standards but the price increases experienced 
so far in 2012 have not led to major market shocks. The latest market monitor, published by 
AMIS this month, shows a tightening of wheat and maize stocks, but a good supply of rice and 
soya beans. It also states that Markets stabilized in recent weeks as forecasts for 2012/13 bal-
ances of AMIS crops became more definite.  The FAO food price index for 2012 has remained 
below the 2011 figure despite the poorer harvests this year.    

Weather both at home and abroad and the consequent effects on price volatility and input 
prices meant a more difficult time for Irish farmers after a couple of relatively positive years. 
The latest input and output figures from the CSO (issued 7 December 2012) showed a 10% drop 
in operating surplus for the agriculture sector.  In particular, the sector had to bear an increase in 
intermediate consumption of 6.9% or €335.7m, half of which was accounted for by additional 
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expenditure on feedingstuffs.  High world prices for key food commodities affect Irish farmers, 
whose incomes will decline by over 20% in 2012.  However, the sector remains healthy despite 
the temporary setbacks this year and is well placed to bounce back in 2013.

11/12/2012WRY01550Animal Welfare Issues

11/12/2012WRY01600412. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to review procedures to ensure the welfare of animals particularly stray horses who regu-
larly have to be herded by the Garda in the Dublin mid-west area of Clondalkin, Rathcoole and 
Saggart and other surrounding areas; if the Animal Health and Welfare Bill will apply to the 
stabling of loose horses to keep them safe until the authorities deal with them; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [55505/12]

11/12/2012WRY01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Matters relat-
ing to stray or abandoned horses in urban and rural areas come within the scope of the Control 
of Horses Act, 1996 under which Local Authorities have been given extensive powers.  These 
powers include the making of bye-laws for the control and welfare of horses in the local au-
thorities’ functional area, together with provisions on licensing of horses within control areas 
and seizure and detention of stray or abandoned horses.  My officials are in ongoing contact 
with Local Authority representatives to underline that  effective implementation of Control of 
Horses Act by them can assist with controlling horses and reducing potential horse welfare 
problems developing, particularly with regard to horses that are straying and or abandoned.

My Department also provides financial assistance to Local Authorities to assist in their work 
in implementing the Control of Horses Act. To date this year, almost €2m has been provided 
for this purpose.

The Animal Health & Welfare Bill which I am bringing forward consolidates a wide range 
of existing legislation.  As such, it will apply in a wide range of situations affecting the welfare 
of animals and will be enforceable by a range of state bodies such as An Garda, customs officers 
and local authorities. The Animal Health & Welfare Bill sets out general horizontal rules on 
health and welfare that will apply to all animals.  The Animal Health & Welfare Bill does not set 
out detailed rules for individual species or sectors. These can be dealt with through a variety of 
means such as Codes Of Practice, Regulations or other primary legislation which can lay down 
more detailed laws for different species in certain cases such as, for example, The Control of 
Horses Act. This Act already contains provisions enabling the local authorities to stable horses 
prior to determining their status. I should add that all owners or persons in charge of premises 
where horses are kept are required to register these premises under the Diseases of Animals 
(Registration of Equine Premises) Order 2012 (SI No 8 of 2012).

11/12/2012WRY01750Single Payment Scheme Application Numbers

11/12/2012WRY01800413. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form a breakdown on a county basis of the number of farmers who re-
ceived single payment in 2011 in each of the categories €100,00 or more, €75,000 and less than 
€100,000, €50,000 and less than €75,000, €25,000 and less than €50,000, €10,000 and less than 
€25,000, €5,000 and less than €10,000, €2,000 and less than €5,000, less than €2,000; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55510/12]

11/12/2012WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data 
sought by the Deputy are as follows:
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COUNTY Less than 
€2,000

€2,000-
€,5000

€5,000-
€10,000

€10,000-
€25,000

€25,000-
€50,000

€50,000-
€75,000

€75,000-
€100,000

Greater 
than 
€100,000

CARLOW 168 268 370 545 217 47 12 11
CAVAN 956 1,322 1,273 1,045 126 21 5 2
CLARE 919 1,601 1,914 1,395 179 22 9 2
CORK 1,494 2,109 3,142 4,417 1,364 232 59 30
DONEGAL 2,564 2,633 1,532 980 203 37 12 13
DUBLIN 95 144 120 162 65 22 7 7
GALWAY 2,831 3,208 3,324 2,197 267 25 12 2
KERRY 1,432 2,009 2,200 1,667 267 25 5 1
KILDARE 274 331 410 611 276 69 24 18
KILKENNY 298 434 709 1,292 565 101 20 10
LAOIS 351 480 633 1,004 357 65 17 9
LEITRIM 851 1,254 864 354 32 4 1 2
LIMERICK 863 1,026 1,311 1,512 329 52 8 5
LONGFORD 409 631 660 536 103 12 8 0
LOUTH 267 303 322 384 141 41 15 12
MAYO 2,761 4,057 3,083 1,326 99 9 2 1
MEATH 533 741 766 1,037 436 101 51 39
MONAGHAN 727 1,078 1,115 876 139 16 1 0
OFFALY 463 549 736 902 285 52 14 11
ROSCOM-
MON

1,027 1,681 1,666 1,088 164 15 6 1

SLIGO 932 1,311 1,057 551 49 9 1 0
TIPPERARY 688 960 1,667 2,459 906 140 58 23
WATER-
FORD

231 326 505 863 362 85 19 11

WEST-
MEATH

471 592 713 843 236 56 11 9

WEXFORD 420 530 883 1,454 578 91 29 16
WICKLOW 253 371 511 609 253 41 10 8

TOTAL 22,278 29,949 31,486 30,109 7,998 1,390 416 243

11/12/2012WRY01950Single Payment Scheme Application Numbers

11/12/2012WRY02000414. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide in tabular form on a county basis a breakdown of the number of farmers who have 
single farm payment entitlements in excess of €1,000 per hectare; the number of farmers with 
entitlements of between €500 per hectare and less than €1,000 per hectare; the number that 
have entitlements of between €250 per hectare and less than €500 per hectare; the number with 
entitlements of less than €100 per hectare and €250 per hectare; the number with entitlements 
of less than €100; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55511/12]

11/12/2012WRY02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2010 
SPS payment database, which my Department has used to model various CAP reform propos-
als, shows the following distribution of SPS by county and by payment per hectare category:

Breakdown of 2010 SPS payment recipients by county
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Payment per 
hectare cat-
egory

Less than 
€100/ha

€100-€250/
ha

€250-€500/
ha

€500-
€1000/ha

Over 
€1,000/ha

Total

CARLOW 98 382 986 157 4 1627
CAVAN 906 1700 2198 209 4 5017
CLARE 955 2906 2305 153 2 6321
CORK 1584 3585 6685 1274 41 13169
DONEGAL 3485 3546 1520 207 14 8772
DUBLIN 98 226 289 26 1 640
GALWAY 2984 4227 4947 445 8 12611
KERRY 2142 3397 2245 237 5 8026
KILDARE 273 593 1078 155 8 2107
KILKENNY 247 707 2114 411 14 3493
LAOIS 276 673 1629 378 14 2970
LEITRIM 931 2103 571 30 3635
LIMERICK 816 1901 2254 291 9 5271
LONGFORD 352 856 1156 115 1 2480
LOUTH 155 410 826 114 8 1513
MAYO 3165 5018 3678 206 2 12069
MEATH 476 1012 1931 366 16 3801
MONAGHAN 608 1169 2050 382 11 4220
OFFALY 467 993 1401 266 8 3135
ROSCOM-
MON

950 2555 2283 210 5 6003

SLIGO 940 2071 1137 70 4218
TIPPERARY 737 1850 3707 784 28 7106
WATERFORD 284 630 1308 251 9 2482
WESTMEATH 512 1018 1352 177 4 3063
WEXFORD 275 806 2560 387 4 4032
WICKLOW 326 771 932 100 1 2130
Total 24042 45105 53142 7401 221 129911

11/12/2012WRY02150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY02200415. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55518/12]

11/12/2012WRY02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRY02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY02400416. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area payment 



Questions - Written Answers

342

and single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55519/12]

11/12/2012WRY02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the person 
named does not hold any Single Payment entitlements, no payment is due under this Scheme.

As regards the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, it was not possible to process the ap-
plication because of issues relating to the validity of the herd number declared. My Department 
has been in direct contact with the person named with a view to clarifying this aspect and the 
application cannot be further processed until this is resolved.  

11/12/2012WRY02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY02600417. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55520/12]

11/12/2012WRY02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the 2012 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas Schemes. 

In order to comply with EU requirements, the application was one of a number which was 
selected for inspection. Following the completion of the inspection and related processes, an 
over-claim was confirmed. A letter issued on 7 December to the person concerned outlining 
how the over-claim arose and explaining the appeals procedure in place.  

Payments due under both the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and the Single Payment Scheme 
issued directly to the nominated bank account on 11 December.

11/12/2012WRY02750Registration of Title

11/12/2012WRY02800418. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an application for registration as owners on site transferred subject of a Land 
Commission re-arrangement (details supplied). [55535/12]

11/12/2012WRY02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The position 
is that this is a complex and technically challenging re-arrangement of land where there are title 
and mapping issues which have to be resolved.  My Department is responsible for the vesting 
of 67 re-arranged plots in relation to 14 exchange agreements all of which are inter-dependent 
for registration purposes.  No one individual can be vested in isolation. The case is being ac-
tively worked on and my officials are aware of the subsequent site transfer awaiting registration 
completion.

11/12/2012WRY02950Farm Inspections

11/12/2012WRY03000419. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payments of grants will issue to those who have had satellite inspections carried out on their 
farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55537/12]

11/12/2012WRY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In accordance 
with EU legislation governing the payment of area based aid, in particular, Council Regulation 
73/2009 and Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1122/2009, it is necessary for Member States 
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to carry out on-the-spot land eligibility inspections on at least 5% of all farmers submitting a 
single payment scheme application.  In carrying out these land eligibility inspections, Member 
States may make use of satellite imagery. My Department makes use of such imagery to carry 
out a proportion of land eligibility inspections. 

When the available images do not permit a satisfactory verification of the land use or area of 
a parcel(s) applied for by an applicant, perhaps due to cloud cover, it is an EU requirement that 
a ground inspection must take place. These inspections are generally limited to verifying the 
area of the particular parcel(s) where the position is unclear from the imagery available (unless 
80% or more of the area was unclear).  The results obtained are used, in combination with the 
satisfactory satellite imagery, to finalise the eligibility inspection of the entire areas declared.

The cases concerned are then processed to finality as quickly as possible, thereby allowing 
the payments concerned to issue without undue delay.

11/12/2012WRY03150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRY03200420. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue under the 2012 agri-environment options scheme to a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55551/12]

11/12/2012WRY03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,223.24 issued in respect of 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payment in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year is subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verification 
of capital investment through checks on receipts. These checks have been completed and I ex-
pect that 75% payment in respect of 2012 will issue shortly to the person named. The balancing 
25% payment will issue shortly thereafter.

11/12/2012WRZ00050Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRZ00100421. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
review an application for single farm payment and disadvantaged area payment in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55564/12]

11/12/2012WRZ00200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the 2012 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas Schemes.  In 
order to comply with EU requirements, the application was one of a number which was selected 
for inspection.  Following the completion of the inspection and related processes, an over-claim 
of in excess of 50% was confirmed.  A letter issued on 22nd November to the person concerned 
outlining how the over-claim arose and explaining the appeals procedure in place.  While no 
appeal has been received to date, this option remains open to the applicant.

11/12/2012WRZ00250Single Payment Scheme Applications
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11/12/2012WRZ00300422. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55568/12]

11/12/2012WRZ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion for the 2012 Single Payment Scheme has been received from the person named.  However, 
since the applicant does not hold any Single Payment entitlements, no payment is due.  My De-
partment has been in direct contact with the person named and has fully explained the operation 
of the Scheme, specifically with regard to payment entitlements. 

The person named commenced REPS 4 in February 2008 and has received payments for the 
first four years of their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development 
Programme and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on 
all applications to be completed before any payments can issue.  This process has been com-
pleted and 75% Year 5 payment for the person named has issued for the amount of €3939.30 on 
10th December 2012.  The remaining 25% balancing payment will issue shortly.

11/12/2012WRZ00450Dairy Equipment Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRZ00500423. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding an application for dairy equipment grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55575/12]

11/12/2012WRZ00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant for grant-aid under the Dairy Equipment Scheme and has been suc-
cessful in the selection process for the most recent tranche under the Scheme which has just 
been completed.  The application is now being processed further with a view to issuing an ap-
proval as quickly as possible.  The Deputy will be aware that it is a standard condition of all my 
Department’s on-farm investment schemes that no work can commence until written approval 
has issued from my Department.

11/12/2012WRZ00650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

11/12/2012WRZ00700424. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of the agri-environment options scheme will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [55576/12]

11/12/2012WRZ00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  
During these checks issues were identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Species Rich 
Grassland and Traditional Hay Meadow actions.  To date 75% payment totalling €780.29 has 
issued in respect of 2011 and my Department is currently examining the outstanding issues as-
sociated with the overclaims identified.  Once these issues are satisfactorily resolved the balanc-
ing 25% payment in respect of 2011 will issue at the earliest opportunity.

11/12/2012WRZ00825Scéim Liúntais Cúitimh do Limistéir faoi Mhíbhuntáiste
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11/12/2012WRZ00850425. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara Chun a 
fhiafraí den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén fáth nár íocadh airgead faoi scéim na limis-
téar faoi mhíbhuntáiste, disadvantage area scheme, do 2012 le feirmeoir (sonraí tugtha); agus 
an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [55577/12]

11/12/2012WRZ00875Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas 
iarratas faoi Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 2012 ón duine ainmnithe an 4 Bealtaine 
2012.  Níl aon íocaíocht eisithe fós, áfach, mar nach gcomhlíonann gabháltas an té ainmnithe 
íos-cheanglais dlús-stoic na Scéime.  A luaithe is a dheimhneofar go bhfuil an gabháltas ag 
comhlíonadh na gceanglas seo cuirfear an cás chun cinn le súil is íocaíocht a dhéanamh chomh 
luath agus is féidir ina dhiaidh sin. 

11/12/2012WRZ00888Farm Retirement Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRZ00900426. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans for a new retirement scheme for persons; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [55589/12]

11/12/2012WRZ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Follow-
ing the suspension of the Early Retirement Scheme on 14 October, 2008, due to budgetary 
constraints, it became apparent that there was a number of farmers who had their preparations 
to apply for the Scheme completed or close to completion at that point.  The Scheme was re-
opened temporarily on 23 September 2009 with limited additional funding with a view to ac-
cepting as many as possible of the applications that fell into this category.  I have no plans to 
re-open this Scheme or introduce another Scheme at this time.

11/12/2012WRZ01050Dairy Equipment Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRZ01100427. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position 
regarding a dairy equipment grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55597/12]

11/12/2012WRZ01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant for grant-aid under the Dairy Equipment Scheme and has been suc-
cessful in the selection process for the most recent tranche under the Scheme which has just 
been completed.  The application is now being processed further with a view to issuing an ap-
proval as quickly as possible.  The Deputy will be aware that it is a standard condition of all my 
Department’s on-farm investment schemes that no work can commence until written approval 
has issued from my Department.

11/12/2012WRZ01250TB Eradication Scheme

11/12/2012WRZ01300428. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
with regard to TB testing, if the new reactor system is benefitting the control of TB or is there 
evidence that locking up all neighbours’ animals is necessary or is it counterproductive; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55613/12]

11/12/2012WRZ01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 2012 my 
Department introduced a number of changes to the TB eradication scheme, the most important 
of which relate to contiguous testing.  The new arrangements for contiguous testing provide that 
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herds which are contiguous to a high risk TB breakdown and which have not had a full herd test 
within the previous 4 months will be trade restricted pending a full herd test.  Such herds will 
be immediately de-restricted once they pass a TB herd test. 

The rationale behind the change is to restrict TB to the area/herd where it is first disclosed 
and to protect herdowners with clear herds from buying in infected animals.  Prior to this 
change, herdowners were permitted to move animals from their holdings pending the TB test 
and many farmers took advantage of this to sell on TB infected cattle, bringing down otherwise 
clear herds.  Department statistics show that, in 2011, the risk of moving infected TB animals 
out of herds which are contiguous to a high risk breakdown is three times greater than in the 
case of cattle moving from a normal herd.

The change to the contiguous testing programme has been effective in that there has been a 
significant increase in the incidence of TB in contiguous herds in 2012 compared with 2011, in-
dicating that the new controls are successful in detecting more TB in contiguous herds, thereby 
preventing infected animals from being moved from these herds to clear herds.

11/12/2012WRZ01450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

11/12/2012WRZ01500429. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the outcome of an appeal on disadvantaged area scheme refusal will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if the appeal will prove successful. [55616/12]

11/12/2012WRZ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The dero-
gation application of the person named has been successful.  The 2012 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme application was further processed and recently finalised, with payment shortly due to 
issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRZ01650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRZ01700430. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their disadvantaged area payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55618/12]

11/12/2012WRZ01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the per-
son named on 7th May 2012.  In order to comply with EU requirements, the applicant was one 
of a number selected for inspection.  This inspection resulted in findings of an over-declaration 
in area of between 3% and 20% under the Single Payment Scheme, which under the terms and 
conditions of the scheme, resulted in a reduced payment.  The applicant was notified of this out-
come on 3rd October 2012 and of the right to seek a review.  To date, no such request has been 
received.  However this option remains open should the person concerned wish to exercise it. 

However, the inspection findings did not result in any reduction under the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme.  Processing of this application has recently been finalised and payment will 
shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRZ01850Agriculture Schemes Payments

11/12/2012WRZ01900431. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
when this payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55632/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  An appli-
cation under the 2012 Single Payment/ Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on 26th April 2012.  The application is now fully processed and payment under 
the Single Payment scheme issued on 11th December directly to the nominated bank account 
of the person named. 

As processing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been fi-
nalised, payment will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

11/12/2012WRZ02050Family Support Services

11/12/2012WRZ02100432. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on a submission (details supplied) regarding family resource centres. [55080/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02200434. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs regarding the 
proposed new Child and Family Support Agency replacing the Family Support Agency, if she 
will ensure that the level of services and focus of the work of family resource centres will not 
be compromised in any way; if she will ensure that family resource centre national forum has 
representation at board level within the new agency to ensure that the role of family support re-
mains paramount in supporting both children and their parents; if she will ensure that the ethos 
and culture of the family support centre programme will be maintained in order that that the 
strong standing that family resource centre attained in the communities family is not adversely 
altered; if she willensure that there is ring fencing of the budget for the family resource centre 
programme within the new agency; if she will ensure that the position held by family resource 
centres in the delivery of community based universal services and family intervention services 
and or programmes are maintained; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55407/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02300440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
views on the need to maintain the position held by the family resource centre in the delivery of 
community based universal services and early intervention services and programmes; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55665/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02400441. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to the ring fencing of the budget of the family resource centre programme, her views on the cuts 
that have been imposed on resource centre programmes; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55666/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02500442. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
views on whether the ethos and the culture of the family resource centre programmes should be 
maintained (details supplied) [55667/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02600443. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
views on whether the Family Resource Centre national forum should have representation with-
in the new agency, in view of the fact that the National Forum has had effective and produc-
tive representation in the Family Support Agency and as such has insured a seamless working 
relationship between the State agency and the voluntary sector service provider; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [55668/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02700444. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs with 
regard to supporting the Family Resource Centre Programme, regardless of the make-up of the 
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new Child and Family Support Agency, the level of service and if she will ensure that the focus 
of the work of the family resource centres should not be compromised in any way; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [55669/12]

11/12/2012WRZ02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 432, 434 and 440 to 444, inclusive, together.

The Government has given approval to the drafting of a Bill to establish the Child and Fam-
ily Support Agency.  Work on the preparation of the legislation is proceeding as a priority and 
the intention is that the Agency will be established in early 2013.  In order to inform the content 
of the legislation the Government has decided that upon establishment the Child and Family 
Support Agency will have responsibility for a range of services.  This includes the full range 
of child welfare and protection services currently operated by the HSE including family sup-
port and alternative care services.  It has also been decided that due to its particular relevance 
domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services will also be included within the Agency’s 
responsibilities.  The Government has further decided that the new Agency will assume re-
sponsibility for the functions of both the Family Support Agency and the National Educational 
Welfare Board.  These two organisations currently operate under the aegis of the Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs.  

The Family Support Agency, under my Department, operates the Family Resource Centre 
Programme.  The aim of the Family Resource Centre Programme is to combat disadvantage and 
improve the functioning of the family unit.  The programme funds 106 family resource centres 
throughout the country.  It emphasises involving local communities in tackling the problems 
they face, and creating successful partnerships between voluntary and statutory agencies at 
community level.  Funding of over €15m was provided to the Family Support Agency in respect 
of this programme in 2012.

It is my intention that the work of the new agency will include a particular focus on the 
provision of services that could help prevent problems arising for a family, that would identify 
problems and provide supports at an early stage and that would assist children and families in 
managing serious problems requiring specialised interventions beyond their own resources.  
Therefore, in addition to child welfare and protection services there will be an emphasis on 
prevention, early intervention, family support and therapeutic care interventions.  

I can assure the Deputies that the focus of the new Agency will build on the excellent work 
undertaken by the Family Support Agency over the last decade.  The additional issues raised by 
the Deputies are being given consideration as part of the preparation of the legislation necessary 
to give effect to the establishment of the new agency.

11/12/2012WRZ02850Adoption Legislation

11/12/2012WRZ02900433. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding prospective adoptive parents who have obtained a guardianship order in the 
country of origin and are now seeking to have the guardianship order upgraded to an adoption 
order under section 68 of the Adoption Act 2010; and if he will confirm that the costs in such a 
case would be paid by the Health Service Executive in view of the lack of clarity in section 68 
regarding the person that should pay the costs of any such high court application. [55159/12]

11/12/2012WRZ03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised 
by the Adoption Authority of Ireland that under Section 68 of the Adoption Act, 2010, there 
is a requirement for the Adoption Authority (AAI) to issue an Article 17 Placement Approval 
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Notice prior to the foreign Guardianship Order being granted.  If an Article 17 Notice has not 
been issued by the AAI, then Section 68 of the Act does not apply.  Prospective adoptive parents 
resident in Ireland and having custody of a child for the purposes of adoption should contact 
their local HSE Regional Adoption Service and seek independent legal advice on their options.  
All prospective adoptive parents must hold a valid Section 40 Declaration of Eligibility and 
Suitability to Adopt before they can adopt in Ireland. 

Question No. 434 answered with Question No. 432.

11/12/2012WRZ03150Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRZ03200435. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if she will provide a list of all new 
services across her Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 
2011. [55426/12]

11/12/2012WRZ03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
was established on the 2nd of June, 2011. Since then, no new services have been tested for ex-
ternal service delivery.

11/12/2012WRZ03350Inter-Country Adoptions

11/12/2012WRZ03400436. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the average 
length of time for approval of persons seeking an intercountry adoption; the measures which 
have been taken to reduce this period and any other planned reforms to facilitate a faster pro-
cessing of applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55453/12]

11/12/2012WRZ03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE has 
advised that waiting times for intercountry adoption assessments for declarations of suitability 
and eligibility to adopt have reduced considerably across the country.  According to the HSE 
the waiting time for assessments varies around the country and, in general, the maximum wait-
ing time is 12 months.  The Adoption Authority informs me that the waiting times between the 
sending of an adoption application pack and the actual completion of an adoption in sending 
countries may vary greatly and may extend to as much as 3 years or more in some cases.  The 
Adoption Authority has no influence with regard to the waiting times involved in these sending 
countries.   

A large number of declarations are currently valid and several hundred are issued by the 
Authority each year.  The Adoption Authority has been proactive in developing relationships 
with its Hague counterparts in a number of jurisdictions.  The building of such relationships 
will help to bring greater clarity to the intercountry adoption process generally, including the 
timescales involved for adopting from different countries.  However, the reality is that the land-
scape of intercountry adoption is changing and for a variety of reasons the number of referrals 
of adoptable children has declined and as a result there are fewer adoptions finalised each year 
than declarations issued.

11/12/2012WRZ03550Adoption Records Provision

11/12/2012WRZ03600437. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if her attention has been drawn to the fees being charged by a company (details supplied); if 
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these fees have been approved by the relevant authority; the efforts she is making to contain 
and reduce costs for those seeking inter-country adoptions; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [55456/12]

11/12/2012WRZ03650Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Issues relating to 
the level of fees charged by an accredited body (ARC) are a matter for the Adoption Authority 
of Ireland (AAI) and are covered in some detail by the Adoption Act, 2010 (Accredited Bodies) 
Regulation 2010.  The fee structure employed by ARC has been examined and approved by the 
AAI.

I am aware that a number of prospective adoptive parents have recently been asked to pay 
substantial fees to the body concerned within a short time frame.  I recently met with a repre-
sentative group of parents hoping to adopt from Bulgaria.  At this meeting the AAI advised that, 
with the assistance of their auditors, the Authority is examining a number of issues in relation to 
accredited bodies, including an examination of levels of fees being charged by Irish agencies in 
relation to international norms.  The auditors will also report to the AAI in relation to proposed 
payment schedules by accredited bodies.  I have asked the AAI for a full report on this matter.  
Following this examination, the AAI will discuss the findings with ARC.

The AAI have also agreed to make contact with the Bulgarian authorities to establish the 
position regarding intercountry adoptions. I have agreed to meet with the prospective parents 
group again when the AAI have had an opportunity to complete their examination of the issues.

11/12/2012WRAA00063Childcare Education and Training Scheme Expenditure

11/12/2012WRAA00075438. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there are 
grants available for childcare providers to obtain a level seven or eight qualifications; the crite-
ria to qualify for such grants; the institutions that provide these courses; the amount they cost 
without a grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [55554/12]

11/12/2012WRAA00087Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme was introduced in January 2010 with the objec-
tive of providing one free pre-school year for all eligible children prior to commencing primary 
school.

Childcare services participating in the ECCE programme are paid a standard capitation fee 
of €62.50 per week for each eligible child enrolled for the free pre-school year.  Under the terms 
of the ECCE programme, the pre-school leaders delivering the programme must hold a certifi-
cation for a major award in childcare/early education at a minimum of level 5 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) or an equivalent nationally-recognised qualification or a 
higher award in the childcare/early education field.  My Department has part-subsidised on-line 
courses, developed by one of the National Voluntary Childcare Organisations (NVCOs), for 
unqualified practitioners in the current workforce who wish to achieve a level 5 award.

In keeping with the Government’s commitment to increasing standards in the pre-school 
sector, a higher capitation payment of €73 per week is available to childcare services in which 
all childcare workers have qualification levels above the minimum requirements for the pro-
gramme.  One of the requirements for the higher capitation is that the pre-school leader holds a 
qualification in a relevant discipline at a minimum of a full level 7 award on the NFQ.

I have been successful in maintaining the ECCE programme as a free and universal pro-
gramme despite the reduced funding available to my Department.  Funding of €176 million is 
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being made available this year to ensure that the increased cohort of eligible children have ac-
cess to a quality free pre-school year.  

11/12/2012WRAA00094Adoption Records Provision

11/12/2012WRAA00100439. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an outline of the staffing resources in the Adoption Authority of Ireland in view of the 
efforts to establish administrative agreements with other countries for the purposes of inter-
country adoption and taking into account the new laws governing these processes with the in-
troduction of the Adoption Act 2010, the subsequent sharp reduction in the numbers of children 
being available to adopt into Ireland through inter-country adoption since the passing of this 
law in November 2010. [55620/12]

11/12/2012WRAA00200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The existing 
staff complement of the AAI is 25.  Sanction has recently been provided for the recruitment of 
4 additional staff and the Authority has begun the process of filling these posts.  I am satisfied 
that these staffing numbers are adequate to enable the AAI  to fulfil its statutory requirements 
under the Adoption Act 2010 and the Hague Convention.  

Questions Nos. 440 to 444, inclusive, answered with Question No. 432.

11/12/2012WRAA00250Water Fluoridation

11/12/2012WRAA00300445. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the inclusion 
of fluoride in public water supplies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55417/12]

11/12/2012WRAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Water fluorida-
tion and the use of appropriate fluorides is a major plank of public health policy in Ireland in 
the prevention and management of tooth decay. In 2002 the Forum on Fluoridation, which was 
established to review this policy, concluded that the fluoridation of public piped water supplies 
should continue as a public health measure. The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, 
established in 2004, monitors new and emerging issues on fluoride and its effects on health 
and related matters. It advises that the balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that 
water fluoridation, at the optimal level, does not cause any ill effects and is the safest and most 
cost effective method of protecting the oral health of the population. Given that the policy has 
been reviewed by the Forum on Fluoridation and that the Expert Body on Fluorides and Health 
continues to provide impartial, evidence-based, expert advice on fluoridation, a further review 
is not considered necessary.

11/12/2012WRAA00450Speech and Language Therapy

11/12/2012WRAA00500446. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding assess-
ment and speech therapy in respect of a person (details suppled) in Dublin 13. [55061/12]

11/12/2012WRAA00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRAA00650Hospital Trusts
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11/12/2012WRAA00700447. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 229 of 28 November 2012, if the report has been received by him; the date 
on which he will publish the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55068/12]

11/12/2012WRAA00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Recommendations on the formation of spe-
cific groups and arrangements for the management and governance of all groups have been 
drafted as part of a report on the establishment of hospital groups as a transition to hospital 
trusts.  This report is based on a comprehensive consultation process, as well as a significant 
number of submissions from stakeholders and individual citizens. These recommendations have 
been considered and endorsed by a Strategic Board composed of representatives with national 
and international expertise in health service delivery, governance and linkages with academic 
institutions.  The report on the establishment of hospital groups as a transition to independent 
hospital trust will be presented formally to me by the Chair of the Strategic Board, Professor 
John Higgins, in the near future. I will prioritise consideration of that report, which will then be 
submitted to and presented to Government for decision on the hospital groups composition in 
light of the recommendations of the Report.

11/12/2012WRAA00850Primary Care Services Provision

11/12/2012WRAA00900448. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of the 255 
primary care posts announced last July that have been filled to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55070/12]

11/12/2012WRAA01000461. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of the 260 pri-
mary care posts announced in July 2012 that have been filled; the locations of same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55163/12]

11/12/2012WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 448 and 461 together.

An allocation of €20 million was set aside in the HSE’s 2012 National Service Plan for 
approximately 250 Primary Care posts (including Public Health Nurses (PHNs), Registered 
General Nurses (RGNs), Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists and Speech and Language 
Therapists) and 17 Integrated Care Diabetes Nurse Specialist posts.  The Diabetes Nurse Spe-
cialist posts will support the phased roll out of the national chronic disease management pro-
gramme for diabetes which is expected to commence shortly.  The HSE recently held interviews 
for the Diabetes Nurse Specialist posts and it is expected that these posts will be filled early in 
2013.  

Due to financial constraints, it was not possible to fill the primary care posts in 2012.  It is 
my firm intention to have these posts filled as soon as possible in 2013.

11/12/2012WRAA01150Hospital Services

11/12/2012WRAA01200449. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients 
who have had hospital appointments cancelled at less than 48 hours notice; if he will provide 
a breakdown of same by reason and hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55071/12]

11/12/2012WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this 
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matter.

11/12/2012WRAA01350Health Services Reform

11/12/2012WRAA01400450. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the date on which he 
will publish the 2012 reviews of financial management systems in the Irish Health Service; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [55072/12]

11/12/2012WRAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): During 2012 my Department undertook a 
number of initiatives to address concerns around financial control in the Health Service Execu-
tive. These included engaging an expert from the UK NHS to examine the financial manage-
ment of the HSE and make recommendations regarding strengthening and improving the man-
agement of its finances. An assessment of this report and an action plan for the implementation 
of its recommendations, was also undertaken by PA Consultancy. Both reports will be published 
shortly.

11/12/2012WRAA01550Health Care Infrastructure

11/12/2012WRAA01600451. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the way primary, social 
and community care will be funded in 2016; if he will confirm that it will be through general 
taxation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55073/12]

11/12/2012WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major re-
form programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health service, 
supported by universal health insurance (UHI),  where access is based on need, not on income. 
Under UHI, every citizen will be insured and will have equal access to a standard package of 
primary and acute hospital services, including acute mental health services. A new Insurance 
Fund will subsidise or pay insurance premia for those who qualify for a subsidy. While primary 
and hospital care will be funded mainly via the UHI system, specialised and social care ser-
vices, including long term care, will be funded by general taxation. Although funded separately, 
these services will still be delivered in an integrated manner around the needs of the person.  

11/12/2012WRAA01750Health Services Expenditure

11/12/2012WRAA01800452. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the efforts being made 
to introduce patient level costing across the health service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55074/12]

11/12/2012WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is currently undertaking a Patient 
Level Costing (PLC) project.  This project involves tracing resources actually used by indi-
vidual patients from the time of entry and admission to hospital until discharge.  It enables in-
dividual hospitals to fully understand the economic and financial drivers underpinning service 
delivery.

The first PLC study commenced in 2010 and to date 3 costing studies have been completed.  
A further study is expected to be completed by the end of January 2013.  The number of hospi-
tals participating in the study has increased significantly from 6 in 2010 to 16 in 2012. 

The PLC studies are an important prerequisite for the introduction of ‘Money Follows the 
Patient’ funding systems in acute hospitals.
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11/12/2012WRAA01950Hospital Services

11/12/2012WRAA02000453. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate the rheu-
matology service at Letterkenny General Hospital in County Donegal; the commitment to rein-
state the service upon completion of the new medical block at the hospital; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that patients are now having to travel to Sligo General Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55103/12]

11/12/2012WRAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE has significantly developed rheu-
matology services in the North West over the past two years. This has involved the appoint-
ment of two permanent rheumatologists in mid 2010 who are responsible for the delivery of 
the service in the North West.  It is intended to re-establish an outpatient clinic at Letterkenny 
General Hospital.

Given that the new ED / Medical Block is now opened and the second consultant in Sligo 
has returned from leave, discussions will now commence regarding the restoration of the out-
reach service. It is hoped that a service can recommence in the 1st quarter of 2013.

The service is now managed regionally under the management of Sligo General Hospital. 
When the outreach clinic is restored it is anticipated that patients who need to be reviewed may 
be seen in Letterkenny General Hospital.

11/12/2012WRAA02150Health Insurance Cover

11/12/2012WRAA02200454. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the use of 
health insurance from another EU country (details supplied) to qualify for health services here 
[55108/12]

11/12/2012WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The rules on the coordination of social secu-
rity systems, including healthcare within the EU/EEA and Switzerland, are currently contained 
in Regulation 883/04 and Implementing Regulation 987/09.  One of the objectives of Regula-
tion 883/04 is to ensure that persons exercising their right to move and to stay freely within the 
EU/EEA and Switzerland do not suffer disadvantages in the field of healthcare i.e. accessing or 
paying for same. 

As a general rule, healthcare is provided according to the legislation of the country where 
you reside, or stay, as if you were insured in that country. The costs of this healthcare are the re-
sponsibility of the State whose social security system you are linked to. In principle, an insured 
person from one State, residing or staying in another State is entitled to access healthcare on the 
same basis as persons who are insured with and resident in that State.

In Ireland, the HSE is the competent institution for the purposes of the EU Regulations in 
this area.  It is the competent institution which is responsible for the insured person receiving 
the service.  I understand that  a medical card has been issued in this case and that we have met 
our obligations under the EU Regulations.  If the person concerns feels that their health insur-
ance provider will cover the cost of treatment outside the public health system in Ireland this is 
a matter they should pursue with the provider.

11/12/2012WRBB00150Home Care Packages

11/12/2012WRBB00200455. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will review the provi-
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sion of home care assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Cork City; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55112/12]

11/12/2012WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRBB00350Services for People with Disabilities

11/12/2012WRBB00400456. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
disability services north east and disability services south west, both co-funded by the Health 
Service Executive and FÁS; if it is the case that disability services in these areas are being put 
out to tender; the reason for same; the consultation that has taken place with service provid-
ers across both areas or with Rehab nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55123/12]

11/12/2012WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Deputy 
may be referring to training programmes for people with disabilities.  The Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) funds Rehabilitative (lifeskills) training, while Vocational Training programmes 
are funded by FÁS. Rehabilitative training is provided through a number of specialist disability 
service providers, including the National Learning Network, which is a member of the Rehab 
Group.  The HSE in the north east and south west have no immediate plans to put Rehabilita-
tive Training programmes out to tender, however a commitment to introduce a standardised 
framework to commission services from both public and non-public providers is contained in 
Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2012 - 2015 and is 
also recommended in the Value for Money and Policy Review of Disability Services in Ireland 
(2012).  If the Deputy has a more specific query in mind I will arrange to have a response issued 
to him on receipt of the relevant details.

11/12/2012WRBB00550Medicinal Products Expenditure

11/12/2012WRBB00600457. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
pricing of medicine (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55131/12]

11/12/2012WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In recent years, a 
number of changes to the pricing and reimbursement system have been successfully introduced 
in Ireland.  These have resulted in reductions in the prices of thousands of medicines. Reduc-
tions in the prices of medicines and mark-ups have not been passed on to private patients by 
some pharmacists.  The Code of Conduct for Pharmacists issued by the pharmacy regulator 
(the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland) requires pharmacists, amongst other things, to provide 
honest, relevant, accurate, current and appropriate information to patients regarding the nature, 
cost, value and benefit of medicines, health-related products and services provided by them.  
Every pharmacist has an obligation to comply in full with the statutory Code of Conduct. Pa-
tients have every right to ask a pharmacist the reasons for the price they are being charged and if 
dissatisfied can, if they so choose, transfer their custom to an alternative pharmacy. Expenditure 
on prescribed medicines is also eligible for tax relief.

11/12/2012WRBB00750Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WRBB00800458. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will review the 
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case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55133/12]

11/12/2012WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Decisions to 
transfer patients are made by treating clinicians if it is determined that the patient’s condition 
warrants such a transfer.  As this is a service matter the question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRBB00950Services for People with Disabilities

11/12/2012WRBB01000459. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if it will become compulsory 
for inspections of private and voluntary intellectual disability facilities to be carried out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [55147/12]

11/12/2012WRBB01100473. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he is committed to 
having the publication of the standards and new system of Inspection of Private and Voluntary 
Intellectual Disability Services published by January 2013; if he will ensure that the inspections 
will be independent and of a high standard and that no further delays will occur; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55242/12]

11/12/2012WRBB01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 459 and 473 together.

This Government is committed to ensuring that vulnerable people with disabilities in resi-
dential services are safeguarded and protected, and that their quality of life is enhanced.  With 
this in mind, the current Programme for Government  includes a specific commitment to put the 
draft standards developed by the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) on a statu-
tory footing and ensure that the services are inspected by HIQA.  These draft standards outline 
what is expected of a provider of services and what a person with a disability, his or her fam-
ily, and the public can expect to receive from residential care services.  A public consultation 
process has recently been completed by HIQA on the draft standards document and it is now 
in the process of being finalised and submitted to the Board of the Authority. The final agreed 
standards will then be forwarded to my Department for approval with an anticipated publica-
tion date in January 2013.  It is expected that the new regulatory system which will allow for a 
robust registration and inspection of Residential Centres should be up and running by mid 2013.

Work is also continuing in my Department on both the ‘Registration and Inspection’ regula-
tions and the ‘Care and Welfare’ regulations required to bring the standards into law.  These are 
being developed taking into account the lessons learned from similar regulations for nursing 
homes.  My Department has also been in active engagement with HIQA on the level of resourc-
es and staffing needed.  10 posts which will enable the Authority commence preparatory work 
for the registration and inspection regime have already been approved.  My Department is con-
tinuing discussions with HIQA to determine the longer term staffing and resource requirements 
and these will be considered further in the context of the Department’s 2013 estimates.  While 
the HIQA standards have yet to be put on a statutory footing, it is worth noting that compliance 
with the HIQA standards is already included in the Service Level Arrangements between the 
HSE and service providers in the disability sector.

11/12/2012WRBB01250Registration of Nurses

11/12/2012WRBB01300460. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason An Bord Altranais has 
engaged a call centre in the United Kingdom to deal with queries on nurses’ registration; the 
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costs involved; the reason it was not possible to engage a call centre here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55148/12]

11/12/2012WRBB01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding Nurse Registra-
tion is a matter for The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (formerly An Board Altranais).  
I have forwarded your request to the Board for direct response.

  Question No. 461 answered with Question No. 448.

11/12/2012WRBB01550Health Professions Admission Test Administration

11/12/2012WRBB01600462. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 638 of 13 November 2012, when a response will issue from the Health Ser-
vice Executive [55169/12]

11/12/2012WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRBB01750HSE Properties

11/12/2012WRBB01800463. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 58 of 8 November 2012, when a response will issue from the Health Service 
Executive [55170/12]

11/12/2012WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I understand 
that officials in my Department have contacted the Health Service Executive on this matter 
and the HSE has informed my officials that they are in the process of preparing a response to 
the Deputy which should issue shortly.  However, I have again arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRBB01950Care of the Elderly

11/12/2012WRBB02000464. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 53 of 8 November 2012, when a response will issue from the Health Service 
Executive [55171/12]

11/12/2012WRBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRBB02150Primary Care Centres Provision

11/12/2012WRBB02200465. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 347 of 8 November 2012, when a response will issue from the Health Service 
Executive [55172/12]

11/12/2012WRBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Health Service Execu-
tive replied to your parliamentary question no. 347 about the process for awarding the contract 
to develop a primary care centre in Balbriggan.
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11/12/2012WRBB02350Hospital Bed Data

11/12/2012WRBB02400466. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 79 of 8 November 2012, when a response will issue from the Health Service 
Executive [55173/12]

11/12/2012WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE re-
plied to Deputy Ferris on this matter on the 8th November 2012.

11/12/2012WRBB02550EU Directives

11/12/2012WRBB02600467. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding animal experimentation and EU Directives [55179/12]

11/12/2012WRBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of 
animals used for scientific purposes significantly strengthens the protection of animals still 
needed for research and safety testing.  The Directive strongly promotes the principles of the 
three Rs (replacement of the use of animals to the greatest extent possible with alternative test-
ing methods, refinement of scientific procedures to improve animal welfare and reduction in 
numbers of animals used).  Significant changes in this regard are requirements to perform proj-
ect evaluations including harm benefit analysis prior to authorisation of projects using animals 
and higher standards of care and accommodation.  Many of the provisions set out in the Direc-
tive are mandatory.  The Directive will be transposed into Irish law by year end and will take 
effect from 1 January, 2013.  I would like to draw the attention of the Deputy to the comments 
of European Environment Commissioner Potocnik who has said that the European Union will, 
once the Directive is transposed, have the highest standards of experimental animal welfare in 
the world.

The Safeguard Clauses set out in this Directive covers exceptional circumstances in which 
Member States may, on scientifically justifiable grounds, provisionally authorise applications 
for derogations relating to a number of restrictions set out in the Directive including authorisa-
tion of procedures involving severe pain, suffering or distress that is likely to be long lasting 
and cannot be ameliorated.  Under Article 55(3), such exceptional provisional measures could, 
for example, be required to deal with an unexpected outbreak of a life threatening or debilitat-
ing clinical condition in humans or an outbreak of an highly infectious pathogenic disease.  The 
Safeguard Clauses would also allow for emergency measures in the event of a natural disaster 
that resulted in, for example, the contamination of land and livestock.  It will only be possible 
to introduce any such provisional measure by way of Ministerial Order after consultation with 
the Irish Medicines Board (the Competent Authority for the purposes of the Directive) and any 
such measure will be subject to EU Member State and Commission scrutiny and approval.  The 
European Commission, assisted by an Advisory Committee (composed of Member State repre-
sentatives and chaired by the Commission) must, subsequently, authorise or disallow any such 
provisional authorisation.

It is clear from the Directive that the replacement, refinement and reduction of animal test-
ing is at the core of this legislation and I strongly endorse this objective.  Nevertheless, and even 
if difficult to foresee, it is my considered view that it is both reasonable and correct to make pro-
vision for exceptional emergency situations that might arise, if only to ensure that the necessary 
legislative tools are available to deal with such an eventuality.  The Directive provides Member 
States with the legislative tools needed to respond in an effective way to such situations. Not to 
incorporate such tools in our transposition of the Directive might prove to be most regrettable 
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if fate were to take a hand.

My Department sought the views of the public and interested parties in July, 2009 on the 
proposed Directive.  These views informed Ireland’s position as negotiations on the proposed 
Directive progressed at EU level.  My Department again sought the views of the public and 
interested parties in October, 2011 after the adoption of the Directive.  Officials of my De-
partment have met with stakeholder groups including animal welfare groups in relation to the 
Directive’s provisions.  My Department has met with consultants of the Irish Anti Vivisection 
Society and with Research and Development establishments in this area.  The Irish Medicines 
Board (IMB) has also had meetings with stakeholders to inform them of the requirements which 
will apply from 1 January 2013 and has updated its website with relevant information.

I appreciate the time and effort devoted by individuals and stakeholder groups in this regard. 
The submissions received in response to the first public consultation were particularly welcome 
as the Directive was still under discussion at that stage.  The second public consultation, of 
necessity, had a different focus given that the Directive was already finalised at that stage.  The 
responses to the second public consultation are, consequently, primarily focused on the nuts 
and bolts of the transposition process itself and are of particular assistance to the Department 
in this regard.

On the matter of scrutiny of the Directive, in July 2009, my Department provided an infor-
mation note to the Joint Committee on European Scrutiny on the then proposed Directive and 
indicated that the transposition of the Directive would be done by Statutory Instrument in order 
to ensure that this transposition would be implemented within the allowed timeframe.  Failure to 
do so could delay the considerably enhanced protections the new Directive provides for animals 
- a circumstance which animal protection organisations would, quite correctly, take issue with.  
It could also result in EU infringement proceedings against the State during the forthcoming 
Irish Presidency of the European Union.  I am sure the Deputy would agree that it is important 
to transpose the considerably enhanced protections afforded to animals in the Directive without 
delay.  The Joint Committee, after consideration of the proposed Directive noted that the aim 
of the proposal is to improve the existing 1986 Directive.  The Committee also recognised the 
scope allowed in the Directive for Member States to decide on practical transposition measures.

11/12/2012WRBB02750Home Help Service Provision

11/12/2012WRBB02800468. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will review the decision 
to have the home help assistance removed from a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and, 
if he does not intend to do so, if he will ask for an assessment of the person’s needs to be carried 
out to determine the assistance assistance they may need. [55188/12]

11/12/2012WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRBB02950Irish Blood Transfusion Service

11/12/2012WRBB03000469. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant positions 
on the Board of the Irish Blood Transfusion Service; the steps he is taking to fill these positions 
and the type of expertise he plans to bring to the board by such appointments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55202/12]

11/12/2012WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are 6 vacancies on the Board of the 
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Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS).  Members of the Board perform key roles in relation 
to the direction, leadership and corporate governance of the IBTS.  Expressions of interest for 
Board membership were sought through the Public Appointments Service.  Members of the 
Board have experience and expertise in one or more of the following areas: corporate gover-
nance, finance, haematology, scientific risk assessment, communication, human resources and 
marketing.  I intend to appoint all members as quickly as possible.

11/12/2012WRBB03150Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

11/12/2012WRBB03200470. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health if he will provide figures, in 
tabular form, of the amount of money spent by the Health Service Executive on the provision 
of sleep apnoea machines in each of the past six years; the number of persons who have been 
provided with such sleep apnoea machines in each of the past six years; and using this informa-
tion, if he will provide figures on the cost per patient for the provision of sleep apnoea machines 
in each of the past six years. [55230/12]

11/12/2012WRBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the provision of sleep apnoea machines. The HSE has therefore 
been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRBB03350Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WRBB03400471. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the delay with medi-
cal assessors when dealing with medical card applications; if he will expedite an application for 
a medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55231/12]

11/12/2012WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue of delays as raised by the Deputy.  I will re-
vert to the Deputy on this matter as soon as possible.  In relation to the individual application 
concerned, the Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRCC00150Medical Card Eligibility

11/12/2012WRCC00200472. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the qualifying medical card 
criteria for cancer patients has changed in recent times; if not, if he will account for the increas-
ing number of complaints that Deputies are receiving from cancer patients who have had their 
applications refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55239/12]

11/12/2012WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical cards are 
not awarded to any particular group of patients on the basis of a specific medical condition.  
Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based 
primarily on residency and means.  There are currently two categories of eligibility for all per-
sons ordinarily resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all 
others).  Full eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits, and is granted to 
persons who, in the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general prac-
titioner, medical and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hard-
ship.  There is no automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons who have cancer.  There 
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is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the income 
guidelines are exceeded.  The HSE recently set up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of 
applications for discretionary medical cards where there are difficult personal circumstances.

There is an emergency process for a person who is terminally ill, or in urgent need of 
medical attention and cannot afford to pay for it, that provides a card within 24 hours while the 
normal application process is completed.  Once a letter from the patient’s GP or consultant is 
received, stating that the person is terminally ill, and the required personal details are provided 
an emergency card is issued to that person for a six-month period.

  Question No. 473 answered with Question No. 459.

11/12/2012WRCC00450Hospital Waiting Lists

11/12/2012WRCC00500474. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied). [55244/12]

11/12/2012WRCC00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRCC00650Hospital Procedures

11/12/2012WRCC00700475. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
corrective surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) [55269/12]

11/12/2012WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRCC00850Medicinal Products Licensing

11/12/2012WRCC00900476. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the reason a company (details 
supplied) in County Cork which is accredited by the Irish Medicines Board as a pharmaceutical 
wholesaler and which has made a total of 14 submissions to the Health Service Executive in 
order to be awarded GMS codes for the 14 products it is trying to register, has not received any 
definitive response from the HSE regarding its submissions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55275/12]

11/12/2012WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for awarding GMS codes. The HSE has therefore been asked to exam-
ine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRCC01050Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WRCC01100477. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the future of audiology services at Cootehill, County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55276/12]

11/12/2012WRCC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE National 
Audiology Review Group Report, published in April 2011, made recommendations to address 
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inconsistencies and shortcomings in audiology services.  These recommendations are currently 
being implemented and are expected to provide improvements in audiology services through-
out the country.   The Health Service Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy 
regarding the provision of audiology services in Co. Cavan.

11/12/2012WRCC01250Hospital Waiting Lists

11/12/2012WRCC01300478. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 11 will receive an appointment for Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15 [55279/12]

11/12/2012WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier rescheduling of an appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter 
up with the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRCC01450Hospital Staff Issues

11/12/2012WRCC01500479. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the replacement consultant 
orthopaedic surgeon post will be filled at the Mater Hospital Dublin; the reason this post has 
been left vacant for 18 months despite his campaign to reduce waiting lists; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55287/12]

11/12/2012WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to this particular issue, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/12/2012WRCC01625Medicinal Products Licensing

11/12/2012WRCC01650480. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the basis on which anti-epileptic 
drugs are being included in the list of medications for generic substitutions under the Health 
Bill 2012 in view of the concerns raised by his Department and the Health Service Executive 
working group [55295/12]

11/12/2012WRCC01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, the Irish Medicines Board has statutory responsi-
bility for establishing and publishing a List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products.  

In deciding whether to add a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchangeable 
Medicinal Products, the Board must be satisfied that each medicinal product which falls within 
the group:

 (a) has the same qualitative and quantitative composition in each of its active substances as 
each of the other medicinal products which fall within the group; 
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(b) is in the same pharmaceutical form as, or in a pharmaceutical form that is appropriate for 
substitution for, each of the other products in the group; and

 (c) has the same route of administration as each of the other medicinal products which fall 
within the group. 

In addition, the Bill provides that the Board is not permitted to add a group of medicinal 
products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products where, for example, any of the me-
dicinal  products cannot be safely substituted for any one or more of the other medicinal prod-
ucts in the group. To further enhance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 
13 of the Bill allows a prescriber to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable 
medicinal product should, for clinical reasons, not be substituted.

I am satisfied that these provisions address the concerns raised by the Deputy.

It is important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly the same standards of 
quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. All of the generic medi-
cines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet the requirements of the 
Irish Medicines Board.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012 was published on the 13th of 
July 2012. The Bill completed its passage through the Seanad on Wednesday, the 19th of Sep-
tember, and is currently continuing its passage through the Dáil. An Implementation Group on 
Generic Substitution and Reference Pricing has been established and it held its inaugural meet-
ing on the 9th of August 2012. The Group met with the Irish Epilepsy Association, amongst 
others, on the 20th of November as part of its stakeholder meetings. 

11/12/2012WRCC01800Hospital Acquired Infections

11/12/2012WRCC01900481. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals here 
that use copper/silver ionisation as a method of controlling legionella; if he will provide a list of 
such hospitals here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55314/12]

11/12/2012WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Both copper and silver are very effective 
antimicrobial substances and can be used as methods of controlling legionella.  There are three 
HSE hospitals where copper and silver ionisation is being used for the control of legionella in 
water. These hospitals are St James’s in Dublin, Our Lady of Lourdes in Drogheda and St Johns 
in Limerick.

11/12/2012WRCC02050Hospital Bed Data

11/12/2012WRCC02100482. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to reintroduce the beds at the community hospital of the Assumption Thurles; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55320/12]

11/12/2012WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. However, I 
would like to advise the Deputy that the Community Hospital of the Assumption is registered 
with the Health Information and Quality Authority as a designated centre for older people. Ser-
vice provision at the hospital must be viewed in the context of overall provision of services for 
older people in North Tipperary. 
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11/12/2012WRCC02250Nursing Home Accommodation

11/12/2012WRCC02300483. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will detail current 
and planned Health Service Executive nursing homes facilities in Ballinamore County Leitrim; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55322/12]

11/12/2012WRCC02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I would like 
to advise the Deputy that all public residential centres for older people in the Sligo/Leitrim area 
are registered with the Health Information and Quality Authority. In relation to the Ballinamore 
proposal, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply. 

11/12/2012WRCC02450Vaccination Programme

11/12/2012WRCC02500484. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will bring forward proposals 
setting out a package of supports for those who developed narcolepsy as a result of vaccination 
with Pandemrix; the reason for the delay to date in bringing the proposal to the Dáil Éireann; 
when he will re-establish meaningful contact with Sufferers of Unique Narcolepsy Disorder; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55323/12]

11/12/2012WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  My priority is to ensure that children/adoles-
cents affected by narcolepsy with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided with 
services and supports to meet their health needs. 

The HSE and the Department of Education and Skills together provide a comprehensive 
range of services and supports to those affected.  These supports and services include access 
to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, temporary medical cards and reimbursement of 
expenses incurred. Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for the appropriate individu-
alised health and educational supports to be put in place are ongoing. The National Educational 
Psychological Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools 
and parents of children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children 
and adolescents affected. 

 I am committed to bringing a Memorandum to Government setting out the full response to 
the issue.     My Department is considering possible supports which may need to be put in place 
for those affected.  Any such supports require my approval and the consent of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform.  A further meeting with representatives from SOUND will be 
arranged when the matter has been concluded.  

11/12/2012WRCC02650Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

11/12/2012WRCC02700485. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health if proposals are in place to 
extend the drugs payment scheme to include medications that are currently not covered by the 
scheme; if the nebusal 7 daily nebulizer could be included under the drugs payment scheme;; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55324/12]

11/12/2012WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): NEBUSAL® 7% 
Nebuliser Solution (sodium chloride 7%) does not meet the criteria for inclusion on the list of 
items reimbursable under the Drug Payment Scheme. These critieria include the following:

-  the product must be a medicinal product authorised by the Irish Medicines Board or the 
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European Commission;

-  the product must be such that it is ordinarily supplied to the public only on foot of a medi-
cal prescription; and 

-  the product should not be advertised or promoted to the public.

There are no proposals in place to extend the coverage of the Drug Payment Scheme to in-
clude medications that are not currently within the Scheme’s ambit.

11/12/2012WRCC02850Ambulance Service Provision

11/12/2012WRCC02900486. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will outline air 
ambulance services in place in this State; if he has plans to extend this service;; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55330/12]

11/12/2012WRCC03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Ambulance Service 
(NAS), is responsible for pre-hospital emergency care and for transport of public patients where 
required, including aeromedical transport.

The NAS uses existing state assets for aeromedical transfers, through the Irish Air Corps 
and Irish Coast Guard. The type of support provided is:

-  Inter-hospital transfer of patients with spinal or other serious injury or illness;

-  Air transport of neonates requiring immediate medical intervention in Ireland;

-  Air transport of patients requiring specialised emergency treatment in the UK;

-  Air transport of organ retrieval teams within Ireland;

-  Air transport of patients from offshore islands to mainland hospitals;

-  Air transport of paediatric patients requiring immediate medical intervention in Ireland.

Under the Treatment Abroad Scheme, the HSE arranges transport, including land and air 
ambulance transport, through an agreed protocol, for patients requiring treatment in other ju-
risdictions. Pre-approved commercial providers are used on occasion, where no suitable state 
asset is available.

The NAS is currently running, with the Irish Air Corps, a twelve month emergency aero-
medical service (EAS) trial. The trial provides dedicated aeromedical support to the NAS in 
the west of Ireland, specifically where the land transit time from an incident to an appropriate 
facility may not be clinically appropriate. The purpose of the trial is to determine the extent, if 
any, of the need for dedicated aeromedical support to emergency ambulances in the region, in 
light of existing road networks and transit times, and how it might best be provided in the longer 
term. The primary focus is in the west and northwest, including HSE Clinical Care Programmes 
such as Acute Coronary Syndrome and Stroke.  The service may respond to incidents else-
where, where aeromedical assistance is appropriate, given the circumstances of the incident.

11/12/2012WRCC03050Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WRCC03100487. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there is a policy document 
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under the remit of his Department, the Health Service Executive or Health Information and 
Quality Authority which covers the control and administration of medicines by domiciliary care 
agencies; if so, if he will furnish a copy of this document; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55333/12]

11/12/2012WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Organisations pro-
viding domiciliary care services, either on behalf of the State (i.e. Health Service Executive) 
or private domiciliary care services, may be involved in the provision of care and support to 
many types of patients, such as older persons, persons with disabilities and other patients in the 
patients’ own home.  In domiciliary care situations where the patient is receiving care in their 
own home, prescription medicines must be prescribed for the patient by a medical practitioner 
or nurse prescriber. The medicines must be dispensed by a pharmacist for the individual patient, 
and appropriate records must be kept by both the prescriber and the pharmacist.  Persons pro-
viding domiciliary care services are required by law to administer medicines in accordance with 
the prescription and the instructions of the patient’s prescriber. In addition, for certain patients 
who are experiencing difficulties in managing their own medicines at home, many pharmacies 
will dispense medicines in a monitored dosage system which will help the patient to adhere to 
their particular medication schedule.

Residential care services are services where care is provided to the patient / resident in cen-
tres such as nursing homes and other residential facilities. The Health Information and Qual-
ity Authority has issued general standards for residential care centres providing care to older 
persons which set out range of requirements to be complied with including standards on the 
management of  patients’ / residents’ medicines in these care settings. In addition, An Bord Al-
tranais has issued professional guidance to nurses regarding the appropriate management and 
administration of medicines to patients in such residential care settings and the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Ireland has also issued professional guidance to all pharmacists involved in the dis-
pensing and supply of medicines to these patients. 

11/12/2012WRCC03250Long-Term Illness Scheme Applications

11/12/2012WRCC03300488. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an application 
for the long term illness scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the rea-
son for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55334/12]

11/12/2012WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the administration of the Long Term Illness Scheme. The HSE has 
therefore been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRDD00150Primary Care Centres Provision

11/12/2012WRDD00200489. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of doctors who 
have contracted to offer general practitioner services in the proposed primary care centre in 
Ashbourne County Meath; the number of staff and categories of staff who will work in this cen-
tre; the range of services that will be offered; if there will be dianostics available in the centre 
such as x-ray, endoscopy, dexa scanner and so on; if a minor surgery facility for day surgery will 
be available; if there will be a gym, physiotherapy and rehabilitation facilities in the building; 
the completion date for this project; if funding has been allocated and maintained in the capital 
budget for this project; the catchment area the centre intends to serve; the projected population; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55338/12]
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11/12/2012WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of health care services in the com-
munity is a service issue.  Therefore your query has been referred to the Health Service Execu-
tive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRDD00350Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WRDD00400490. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55339/12]

11/12/2012WRDD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRDD00550Hospital Services

11/12/2012WRDD00600491. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has 
been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; if he will immediately 
review the care this person received at Letterkenny Hospital, County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55346/12]

11/12/2012WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has been in communication 
with the person concerned.  The Health Service Executive (HSE) are dealing with the issues this 
individual has raised and I have sought a report on those issues from the HSE.

11/12/2012WRDD00750Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WRDD00800492. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be re-
newed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55352/12]

11/12/2012WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRDD00950Services for People with Disabilities

11/12/2012WRDD01000493. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way adult services were 
funded for those with an intellectual disability in 2011 and 2012; if that funding system will 
remain in place in 2013; If it is intended that any future funding model will be reformed in such 
a way that the funding follows the client; the number of clients deemed to require such services 
in 2011 and 2012; the number that received such services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55359/12]

11/12/2012WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): HSE National 
Service Plans outline, as required in legislation, the type and volume of services to be provided 
each year in return for the resources made available by the Oireachtas. 

Expenditure on Disability Services amounts to approximately 10.5% of the €14 billion 
health budget. For 2011, the total outturn for specialist Disability Services, as outlined in the 
HSE National Service Plan 2012 was  €1.576 billion. 
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Expenditure on disability services provided for in the HSE National Service Plan 2012 was 
€1.541 billion.

The range of specialist disability services provided to people with disabilities includes:

- Residential

- Respite

- Day

- Personal Assistant

- Home Support

- Multidisciplinary supports

The funding situation for the disability sector in 2013 is not yet available pending the finali-
sation of the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013. Savings required globally from the Health 
Budget will have an impact on all services, including disability services, and it is expected that 
these will be outlined later this month when the Minister for Health approves the National Ser-
vice Plan.

The commitment in the Programme for Government is to ‘move a proportion of public 
spending to a personal budget model so that people with disabilities or their families have the 
flexibility to make choices that suit their needs best’’.  It has not yet been determined whether 
this will require legislative change.

The move towards a personal budget model is encompassed by the recommendations in the 
recently published Value for Money (VFM) and Policy Review of Disability Services, which 
addresses the wider area of individualised budgeting and person-centred supports and services. 
In that context, the Minister for Health intends that the actions recommended in the VFM 
Review will lay the groundwork for individualised budgeting, once sufficient analysis of the 
benefits is carried out in the Irish context and adequate financial management, resource alloca-
tion and governance structures are in place to ensure its long-term viability. The priority is to 
further improve current services, while expediting the analysis of the benefits to be gained from 
a person-centred supports model and developing the administrative and governance infrastruc-
ture necessary for a more accountable and individualised service.

The remaining issues raised by the Deputy in relation to the number of clients deemed to 
require or who received such services in 2011 and 2012 are more appropriate for the Health 
Service Executive. Accordingly, the Department has asked the HSE to provide the details re-
quested directly to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRDD01150Hospitals Discharges

11/12/2012WRDD01200494. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding patients 
awaiting discharge from hospital who no longer require hospital care but are seeking access to 
either a public nursing home bed or adequate home help support and or care packages [55363/12]

11/12/2012WRDD01300495. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the level of progress achieved by 
his Department’s special delivery unit and the Health Service Executive’s clinical programme 
for elderly care in clearing the reported backlog of 600 persons, the majority of whom are over 
65 years, who were awaiting discharge from hospital on 12 November 2012. [55364/12]
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11/12/2012WRDD01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 494 and 495 
together.

Data available from the Health Service Executive shows that, on 12 November, the number 
of delayed discharges nationally was 653; the average number of delayed discharges for the 
month of November was 656. On 3 December, which is the most recent data available, the 
number of delayed discharges nationally was 589, representing a decrease of 10.2% on the 
November average. Of these, a third (195) were awaiting discharge for under two weeks and a 
further 124 were awaiting discharge for under four weeks. 

To address this issue, the SDU has worked with the Clinical Care Programme on the Elderly 
and the HSE on proposals for a joint Acute Hospital/Community Service transitional care initia-
tive.  This will speed up access and egress from acute care (reducing ED times, length of stay, 
and delayed discharges). The scheme commenced in the latter half of this year and involves 
the provision of home supports, transitional care beds and rehabilitation beds. So far under this 
initiative, which commenced in the latter half of the year, more than 6,500 home supports hour 
have been provided, more than 300 patients discharged to transitional care or rehabilitation 
beds and approximately 10,000 bed days have been saved within the acute hospital system.

This initiative is about improving the patient experience and outcomes for our frail older 
people.  The initiative will also underpin significant savings in bed days through moving from 
acute beds to transitional and rehabilitation beds and through reduction in the average length of 
stay for patients in acute beds.

11/12/2012WRDD01450Home Help Service Provision

11/12/2012WRDD01500496. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans for home help support 
provision and or care packages to delayed discharge patients who no longer require acute hos-
pital beds [55365/12]

11/12/2012WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
policy is to support older people to live in dignity and independence in their own homes and 
communities for as long as possible.  Mainstream Home Help and enhanced Home Care Pack-
age services  are core to not only realising the preferred wishes of many vulnerable older peo-
ple, but also to reducing pressures elsewhere in the wider care system. The demand for these 
services, and for additional community based supports such as Meals-on-Wheels and Day or 
Respite Care, will continue as the demographics, and complex needs, of older people change.

The capacity of the Health Service Executive to provide approved levels of home support 
services is continually reviewed in the context of overall resources available at particular times.

In addition, the Special Delivery Unit, the HSE and the Department have been working on 
a joint Acute Hospital/Community Service “home to home” initiative. This joined up approach 
seeks to speed up access and egress from Acute Hospitals with the aim of reducing ED wait 
times, reducing length of stay, and significantly reducing delayed discharges, as well as signifi-
cantly reducing the numbers going into Long Term Residential Care.  The scheme commenced 
in the latter half of this year and involves the provision of home supports, transitional care beds 
and rehabilitation beds.In the wider context, the issue raised by the Deputy is being progressed 
by the Executive under  its National Clinical Programme for Older People, one of the objectives 
of which is to improve the management of acutely ill frail older adults in acute hospitals.

The Government’s intention is to continue to maximise the use of all of the above initiatives, 
in the overall context of health reform and resource availability.
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11/12/2012WRDD01650Nursing Home Accommodation

11/12/2012WRDD01700497. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider his policy for 
closing public nursing home beds in view of the fact that some 600 patients, the majority of 
whom are over 65 years of age, were being kept on hospital wards and are awaiting access to 
public nursing home beds and or adequate home help support [55366/12]

11/12/2012WRDD01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In the Na-
tional Service Plan the HSE anticipated that in 2012 a small number of public residential units 
would close, and further, that between 555-898 beds would close across a range of public units.  
Up to end October, a total of 504 beds have closed and it is not envisaged that the figure of 555 
bed closures will be reached.

In the absence of reform, bed closures result in increased cost of care within the public sys-
tem, undermining the viability of public units and reducing the overall number of older people 
who can be supported within the Fair Deal budget. As this is not a sustainable position, a more 
pro-active approach is needed, with a combination of actions required such as consolidation of 
services; changes in staffing, skill mix and work practices; provision of a variety of services in-
cluding transitional care, and alternative options for service provision in the community.  In that 
context, the Minister for Health requested the HSE to carry out a viability review of its public 
facilities. The review, which is just being finalised, aims to identify the maximum number of 
beds and public residential units that could be retained in each region, within existing financial 
and staffing resources. The review focused on a number of areas including the unit’s ability to 
meet HIQA standards in terms of environmental matters such as the age and structure of the 
unit; staffing availability; and factors including location and stock.

The HSE is working closely with the Department to develop an overall sets of proposals for 
the Minister.

11/12/2012WRDD01850Health Services Regulation

11/12/2012WRDD01900498. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to independently regu-
late home help support and care packages providers; in view of the Willis Commission report 
findings on nursing education in the UK, which recommended that nurses should supervise and 
delegate work to healthcare assistants, who should also have clearly defined roles in the interest 
of patient safety  [55367/12]

11/12/2012WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
for National Recovery, 2011-2016 commits the Government to developing and implementing 
national standards for home support services, which will be subject to inspection by the Health 
and Information Quality Authority (HIQA).

All relevant implications arising from this proposal will obviously have to be taken into ac-
count including, for example,  recent reports by The Law Reform Commission or other relevant 
national or international reports relating to the issue of regulation of the home care sector.

Primary legislation and resources will be required for the introduction of a statutory regula-
tion system for home care services.  The question of possible changes to legislation, including 
regulation, inspection and complaints procedures for Home Care services for older people is 
at present under consideration. The Department is examining this matter in the overall context 
of the licensing of Health Care providers. Legislation is currently being prepared  and various 
options are being considered,  including the complex legal issues involved, and the need to pri-
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oritise legislation across the Social Care area overall.

It should be noted that statutory regulation or licensing is only one way of improving the 
safety and quality of services and that other measures have or are being taken to improve Home 
Support  services delivered by, or on behalf of, the Health Service Executive (HSE).  This ap-
proach includes a new public Procurement Framework for Home Care services (with quality 
and screening requirements); new National Quality Guidelines for Home Support Services, 
and new National Home Help Guidelines. These various measures, taken together, have been 
designed to improve relevant aspects of HSE Home Care provision nationally, pending progres-
sion of the legislative proposals raised by the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRDD02050Health Services Staff Issues

11/12/2012WRDD02100499. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the provision of further education 
courses specifically for healthcare assistants over and above the FETAC level 5 healthcare sup-
port course [55368/12]

11/12/2012WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, this Parliamentary 
Question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRDD02250Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WRDD02300500. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he plans to fill the four 
seats vacant since May on the board of Health Information and Quality Authority; if he will 
outline the process that is being undertaken to fill the posts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55378/12]

11/12/2012WRDD02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Earlier this year, I instructed my officials to 
seek nominations, through the Public Appointments Service, for the filling of vacancies on the 
Health Information and Quality Authority Board.  I am currently giving further consideration 
to the filling of these vacancies.  

11/12/2012WRDD02450Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WRDD02500501. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is his intention to fill the 
seven vacancies on the Hepatitis C and HIV Compensation Tribunal; if so, if he will outline 
the process that is being undertaken to fill these posts; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55379/12]

11/12/2012WRDD02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I appoint the members of the Hepatitis C 
Compensation Tribunal in  accordance with Section 3 of the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribu-
nal Act l997.  

The Tribunal carries out judicial type functions and is therefore very different to a typical 
State Board.  It hears claims in relation to persons infected with Hepatitis C or HIV through the 
administration within the State of infected blood or blood products.  Claims are dealt with by 
the Tribunal by way of an in camera oral hearing before two members of the Tribunal and the 
Chairperson.  The Tribunal was set up in order that claimants could have their cases heard in a 
confidential, person centred, fashion.  Ministerial appointments to the Tribunal are made on the 
advice of the Attorney General and I have received the Attorney’s advice in relation to the seven 
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vacancies.  I intend to appoint members as quickly as possible.

11/12/2012WRDD02650Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WRDD02700502. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he will fill the five seats on 
the board of the Health Research Board; if he will outline the process that is being undertaken 
to fill these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55380/12]

11/12/2012WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are currently five vacancies on the 
Health Research Board. The HRB vacancies were advertised on the Public Appointments Ser-
vice (PAS) website and on the Department’s website.  I expect to be in a position to formally 
appoint members to the Board this week.

11/12/2012WRDD02850Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WRDD02900503. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the six posts on the board 
of the Food Safety Authority will be filled; if he will outline the process that is being undertaken 
to fill these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55381/12]

11/12/2012WRDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Earlier this year, I instructed my officials to 
seek nominations, through the Public Appointments Service, for the filling of vacancies on the 
Food Safety Authority of Ireland Board. I am currently giving further consideration to the fill-
ing of these vacancies.

11/12/2012WRDD03050Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WRDD03100504. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the vacancy on the 
board of the Voluntary Health Insurance; if he will outline the process that is being undertaken 
to fill this posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55382/12]

11/12/2012WRDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There is one vacancy on the Voluntary Health 
Insurance Board.  This vacancy arises from the appointment of a serving Board member as 
Chairman of the Board in September 2012.

In accordance with Government policy regarding appointments to State Boards, an adver-
tisement for this position was placed on my Department’s web-site on 28 September 2012.  
Expressions of interest were sought by persons with skills and experience which are relevant to 
the functions of the Voluntary Health Insurance Board.

The closing date for receipt of expressions of interest has now passed, and I am now in 
receipt of details and experience of all applicants.  I propose to give full consideration to all ap-
plications shortly, having regard to the particular functions of the VHI, ensuring that the overall 
composition of the Board contains an appropriate mix of skills and experience in such areas as 
corporate governance, legal expertise, and financial expertise.

When the selection process is complete,  approval of the Central Bank of Ireland in the 
context of its Fitness and Probity regime will be sought for the proposed appointee prior to ap-
pointment.
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11/12/2012WRDD03250Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WRDD03300505. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the va-
cancy on the Options Board; if he will outline the process that is being undertaken to fill this 
post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55383/12]

11/12/2012WRDD03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the Deputy is referring to the Opticians Board.  A nomination has been received from the Irish 
College of Ophthalmologists to fill the vacancy.  This is currently under consideration and it is 
expected that an appointment will be made shortly.

11/12/2012WREE00150Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WREE00200506. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is his intention to fill the two 
seats on the Health and Social Care Professionals Board; if so, if he will outline the process that 
is being undertaken to fill these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55384/12]

11/12/2012WREE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council, established in 2007, and the 12 registration boards being established under the Health 
and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (the Act), will be responsible for protecting the public 
by regulating health and social care professionals in Ireland.  The object of the Council is to 
protect the public by promoting high standards of professional conduct and professional educa-
tion, training and competence among the registrants of the 12 health and social care professions 
designated under the Act. 

Under the Act,  membership of the Council consists of a Chairperson, who is not eligible 
to be a registrant, and 24 ordinary members, 12 each from a professional and lay background.

Expressions of  interest in being appointed by me to two lay vacancies on the Council  have 
been invited on my Department’s website and by the Public Appointments Service.  The ap-
pointees will represent the views of the general public and will be appointed with the consent 
of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

I hope to be in a position to fill these vacancies shortly.

11/12/2012WREE00350Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WREE00400507. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the Pre-Hospital 
Emergency Care Council has not had its seventeen members replaced since June; if he will 
outline his plans for the council and if he intends to replace the members, the process that is 
being undertaken to fill these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55385/12]

11/12/2012WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The current term of the Council of PHECC 
expired at the end of June 2012. 

The Council may have up to 17 members.  Nine members are nominated by designated bod-
ies and seven more must be clinicians or others with specific interest and expertise in the area.  
The remaining member is a public interest representative. 

I have made the appointments as recommended.
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11/12/2012WREE00550Ministerial Appointments

11/12/2012WREE00600508. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the intake 
of the twenty two new members that were due to be introduced to the Nursing and Midwifery 
Board; if he intends to fill these posts, if he will outline the process that is being undertaken to 
fill them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55386/12]

11/12/2012WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Section 22 of the Nurses and Midwives Act, 
2011 provides for the appointment of 23 members to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of 
Ireland.  14 of the appointees are on the nomination of specified bodies with 3 more appointed 
in consultation with the HSE, Irish Universities Association and the Institutes of Technology 
Ireland.  Following on from Government Decision S180/20/10/1424 of 2011 in relation to ap-
pointments to State boards, my Department advertised for expressions of interest for the re-
maining 6 posts in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service. 

To date, 18 positions have been filled, with the remaining 5 under consideration.

11/12/2012WREE00750Ambulance Service Provision

11/12/2012WREE00800509. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the timetable for the refurbish-
ment of Loughglynn Ambulance Base, County Roscommon; the total capital cost of the project; 
if he will confirm that the base will be operated on a 24/7 basis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55420/12]

11/12/2012WREE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of health care infrastructure is a 
service issue.  Therefore your query has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

11/12/2012WREE00950Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WREE01000510. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all new services across his 
Department that have been tested for external service delivery since March 2011. [55433/12]

11/12/2012WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): One of the key commitments in the Public 
Service Reform Plan is to identify and evaluate new business models and opportunities to sup-
port the delivery of non-core processes and services.  External Service Delivery is an area that 
can potentially deliver a range of benefits for the provision of health services.  These include 
both cost and efficiency savings stemming from better work and management practices.

An External Services Delivery Plan which outlines possible areas which may benefit from 
External Delivery is currently being drawn up by my Department in conjunction with the HSE.

External Service Delivery has very limited applicability within my Department itself as 
the Department generally does not provide any services direct to the public.  However, the 
provision of a central Human Resources function for the entire Civil Service is already well 
advanced and my Department is scheduled to join that system from about mid 2013.  The provi-
sion of centralised Accounts functions is also being considered at a central level and I await the 
outcome of that process.
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11/12/2012WREE01150Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

11/12/2012WREE01200511. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if a decision will be made 
as a matter of urgency in relation to the inclusion or otherwise of a condition (details supplied) 
under the long term illness scheme in the Health Service Executive West in view of the fact that 
the delay in this decision is causing undue financial hardship to a family [55498/12]

11/12/2012WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the administration of the Long Term Illness Scheme.  The HSE has 
therefore been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WREE01350Mental Health Services Funding

11/12/2012WREE01400512. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the cost of each project that was 
completed from the allocation of €35 million for mental health services in budget 2012 to prog-
ress the implementation of the recommendations as outlined in a Vision for Change.  [55503/12]

11/12/2012WREE01500531. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if the €35 million for mental 
health services is in addition to the €35 million for mental health announced last year; the 
amount of the €35 million allocated for mental health in 2012 that was spent on mental health 
services [55640/12]

11/12/2012WREE01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 512 and 531 together.

Funding from the €35 million special provision for mental health in 2012 was allocated for 
measures primarily to further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both Adult and 
Children’s mental health services, to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to 
initiate the provision of psychological and counselling services in primary care, specifically for 
people with mental health problems, and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service 
users from institutional care to more independent living arrangements in their communities, in 
line with A Vision for Change. 

414 posts were approved to implement the €35 million package of special measures for 
mental health.  To date 17 posts have been filled and over 270 offers of employment have 
already been accepted and the appointments are proceeding.  Most start dates are expected to 
commence this month.

The provisional outturn for mental health services has, like many other areas, been running 
ahead of budget and the end of year excess in this area will be met from the unexpended portion 
of the €35 million.  It is not possible to say yet exactly how much of the €35 million will be 
spent on mental health services by the end of this financial year.  The announcement in Budget 
2013 of a further €35 million for the continued development of our mental health services is 
additional to the €35 million provided in Budget 2012.  I will be engaging fully with the Health 
Service Executive to ensure that the developments to be put in place for this additional funding 
are reflected in the National Service Plan for 2013.  

11/12/2012WREE01650Primary Care Centres Provision

11/12/2012WREE01700513. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an 
update on the proposed primary care centre at Carrickmacross, County Monaghan, including 
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if the Health Service Executive has completed the local consultation and site assessment ; the 
target timeframes for completion and operation; if he will give details of the discussions and 
agreements with local general practitioners to date; site identification; services to be provided 
at site and any other matter considered relevant [55530/12]

11/12/2012WREE01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Carrickmacross Co Monaghan is one of the 
35 potential locations for primary care centres for development by way of PPP as announced 
in July in the Government’s Infrastructure Stimulus Package.  Of the 35, approximately 20 will 
be offered to the market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on active 
local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.  The HSE is currently 
analysing the available sites in each location and engaging with the GPs in each location to 
determine their interest in participating in the primary care centre development.  The HSE has 
also commenced the procurement of design teams and technical advisors to progress the design 
and planning submissions for the primary care centre sites and to prepare the PPP procurement 
documents. 

11/12/2012WREE01825Health Screening Programmes

11/12/2012WREE01900514. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update in 
the roll-out of the national retinopathy screening programme which was due to commence 
screening in the last quarter of 2012; if he will announce the results of the programme’s tender-
ing process; if he will indicate when patients may now expect to receive notice of screening 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55531/12]

11/12/2012WREE02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WREE02050Hospital Staff Issues

11/12/2012WREE02100515. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that a replace-
ment physiotherapist covering cystic fibrosis has been provided in a hospital (details supplied) 
in Dublin 1; if he will confirm that there has been no gap in physiotherapist services for chil-
dren with cystic fibrosis attending the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[55534/12]

11/12/2012WREE02200516. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if the dedicated dietician for cys-
tic fibrosis patients will be provided in a hospital (details supplied) in Dublin 1; his views on 
whether such a service is important to cystic fibrosis patients in view of the fact that increased 
weight can result in better lung function for patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [55536/12]

11/12/2012WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 515 and 516 
together.

A new dedicated Respiratory and CF unit was opened in Temple Street in June 2010 provid-
ing state of the art facilities for children with respiratory disorders, their families and staff.  It 
includes a lung function laboratory with the most up to date equipment, spacious patient treat-
ment rooms and outpatient clinic rooms.  The National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Labora-
tory is also located in Temple Street.  The new unit facilitates care of the children diagnosed 
with Cystic Fibrosis under the newborn CF screening programme. 
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In relation to the particular issues raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to him.

11/12/2012WREE02350Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WREE02400517. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
renewing a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry;; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55539/12]

11/12/2012WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WREE02550General Medical Services Scheme Administration

11/12/2012WREE02600518. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the further delay that has arisen in the primary care reimbursement service medical 
officer’s department  the reasons for same; the steps he will take to alleviate the problem; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [55540/12]

11/12/2012WREE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WREE02850Employment Rights Issues

11/12/2012WREE02900519. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when agency workers employed 
by the Health Service Executive in Navan, County Meath, will receive their full entitlement 
under the Agency Workers Directive; and when back payments will be made [55548/12]

11/12/2012WREE03000520. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive in Navan, County Meath, has fully implemented the Protection of Employee (Temporary 
Agency Work) Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55549/12]

11/12/2012WREE03100521. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service 
Executive has fully implemented the Protection of Employee (Temporary Agency Work) Act; if 
he will provide a progress report on same based on Health Service Executive region, staff grade 
and work location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55552/12]

11/12/2012WREE03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 519 to 521, 
inclusive, together.

Following the enactment of the Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act 
this year, the HSE provided guidance to public service employers on the Act, including the fact 
that the equal pay provisions of the Act have retrospective effect to 5th December 2011.  All 
agency staff employed through agencies contracted by the HSE have now had their basic pay 
adjusted in accordance with the Act.  The majority of Agency Nurses engaged in the HSE by 
Nurse on Call have been paid their retrospection.  In relation to the other contracted agencies, 
the verification process is ongoing, however it is now expected that this will complete early in 
the new year, at which the remainder of Agency Staff will be paid their retrospection.
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Details on agency workers employed in Navan, County Meath is a matter for the Health Ser-
vice Executive, and as such, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/12/2012WREE03250Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WREE03300522. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamenta-
ry Question No. 656 of 13 November 2012, when a response will issue from the Health Service 
Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55557/12]

11/12/2012WREE03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive have advised 
me that they are compiling an answer at the moment to the Deputy’s original question, and as 
soon as it is available they will respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

11/12/2012WRFF00150Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WRFF00200523. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork has been refused a medical card; if he will investigate the case with a 
view to an immediate reversal of the decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55574/12]

11/12/2012WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRFF00350Hospital Services

11/12/2012WRFF00400524. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has had any contact with 
the Board of Tallaght Hospital, Dublin 24, regarding the challenging budgetary situation at the 
hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55595/12]

11/12/2012WRFF00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I can confirm that officials from my Depart-
ment attended a meeting with Tallaght Hospital in June in the context of providing secretarial 
support for the Review of Financial Management Systems in the Irish Health Service, more 
commonly known as the Ogden review. At the meeting a presentation was made in relation to 
Tallaght’s performance to date covering various topics including activity, waiting list and the 
financial position.   

On 29 August, the CEO of Tallaght wrote to the Department outlining the financial position.  
Subsequently on 6 September, there was a meeting with the HSE and Tallaght, including the 
Chairman of the Board of Tallaght, at which the Department was represented. A presentation 
was made by the Director of Finance, Tallaght regarding the financial position.  

Tallaght, like every other hospital is facing significant financial challenges.  The HSE has 
had regular ongoing engagement with the hospital with a view to ensuring that the hospital  
continues to deliver its 2012 service plan commitments in addition to maximising the consider-
able financial resources at its disposal.

Tallaght hospital has achieved significant operational savings in 2012 and has reduced its 
year-on-year spending by 6%, despite a 5% increase in inpatient numbers, a 6% increase in 
Emergency Department admissions and a 9% reduction in its 2012 allocation.  Tallaght has 
achieved HSE targets for reductions in agency and overtime costs and its absenteeism is consis-
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tently lower than the HSE national target. It has also considerably reduced the average length 
of stay times and ED, inpatient and day case waiting times as well as practically eliminating 
hospital trolleys.

The hospital’s staff has displayed great commitment to improving its performance and I 
am confident that this commitment will greatly assist in addressing Tallaght’s current financial 
difficulties.

11/12/2012WRFF00550Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WRFF00600525. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be granted 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [55598/12]

11/12/2012WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRFF00750Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WRFF00800526. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the proposals his Department has made with regard to meeting the administrative and opera-
tional costs to a facility (details supplied) in County Kildare; if prior to the development of this 
facility the Health Service Executive had a clear understanding and agreement with the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government providing the capital funding; 
the local authority and or the facility provider in relation to ongoing operational costs; his view 
on whether the funding on offer is adequate to allow the facility to be open; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [55603/12]

11/12/2012WRFF00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2010 the National Strategy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence was published.  It aims to provide a framework for sustain-
able intervention to prevent and effectively respond to domestic, sexual and gender-based vio-
lence and is lead by Cosc which is the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual 
and Gender-based Violence.

The HSE subsequently published its own Policy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based 
Violence.  The principal actions are in line with the National Strategy.  The HSE’s policy states 
that a health-focused analysis of violence is crucial, not only because the consequences of such 
violence require a significant amount of health care system resources, but most importantly 
because the health care system is often the first route through which victims seek to access sup-
ports.

Services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence – including 20 crisis ref-
uges, 27 domestic violence support services and 16 rape crisis centres received €19.182 Million 
in 2011.

In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRFF00950Health Services Provision
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11/12/2012WRFF01000527. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when the findings of a report (de-
tails supplied) will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55604/12]

11/12/2012WRFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Disability 
Appeals Officer is an independent officer appointed by the Minister for Health whose purpose 
is to provide an appeals service to people who wish to appeal (i) against a finding or recom-
mendation of a complaints officer of the Health Service Executive made under the Disability 
Act 2005; or (ii) against the failure of the HSE or an education service provider to implement 
a recommendation of a complaints officer. Following investigation, the Disability Appeals Of-
ficer issues a written determination outlining the findings of his/her investigation and any steps 
to be taken by the HSE or education service provider to address issues of concern.  As Minister 
for Health I have no role in this process.

I understand that the HSE is in receipt of the written determination referred to in the Depu-
ty’s question.  As this is a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRFF01150Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WRFF01200528. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1678 of 18 September 2012, when a full response will issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55605/12]

11/12/2012WRFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has advised 
that it issued a response to the Deputy in October on this matter which related to the prepara-
tion of an assessment report involving a number of professional disciplines.  The Executive 
has indicated that it is working to finalise the assessment process with the input of the various 
professionals involved as soon as possible and that it will be responding further to the Deputy 
in the matter.

11/12/2012WRFF01350Medical Card Applications

11/12/2012WRFF01400529. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55608/12]

11/12/2012WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/12/2012WRFF01550Mental Health Services Provision

11/12/2012WRFF01600530. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health with regards to the 
Health Service Executive’s fourth annual report of child and adolescent mental health services 
and the announcement in it that on 4 September 2012, the HSE management team approved the 
new access protocols for 16 and 17 year olds to mental health services, if he will provide details 
of these new access protocols; if he will confirm if the HSE and his Department have engaged 
in detailed consultation and full engagement with the Irish Medical Organisation and Irish Hos-
pital Consultants Association as is required by the PSA; and if consultation has happened at a 
local level with CAMHS teams around the country  [55628/12]
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11/12/2012WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The introduc-
tion of “Access protocols for 16 and 17 year olds” from 1 January 2013” will ensure the expan-
sion of mental health services to all up to 18 years.  The protocol provides that from 1 January 
2013, all new cases of children up to their 17 birthday will be seen by Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services, in areas where previously the age limit for receipt of services had been 
16 years; from 1 January 2014, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services will provide ser-
vices for all children up to 18 years.  My Department has not been involved in discussions re-
garding the development or implementation of the protocols;  as the remainder of the Deputy’s 
question relates to a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 531 answered with Question No. 512.

11/12/2012WRFF01850Health Services Staff Issues

11/12/2012WRFF01900532. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies cur-
rently in mental health nursing positions; he location of these vacancies; and if those vacancies 
are currently covered by agency or other staff [55641/12]

11/12/2012WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRFF02050Hospitals Patronage

11/12/2012WRFF02100533. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the names of the hospitals in 
the greater Dublin area that are under the direct managerial control of the Health Service Execu-
tive; the managerial structures that are in place in other Dublin hospitals; the Dublin hospitals 
that are under the patronage of the Roman Catholic Church, Church of Ireland and any other 
Christian denomination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55648/12]

11/12/2012WRFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Acute and non-acute hospital services are 
provided in three different types of hospitals in the greater Dublin Area.  These comprise HSE 
hospitals, owned and funded by the Health Service Executive; voluntary public hospitals, most 
of whose funding  comes directly from the Health Service Executive; private hospitals, which 
may deliver some services to the Health Service Executive; voluntary public hospitals are 
sometimes owned by private bodies, such as religious orders.  Other voluntary public hospitals 
are incorporated by charter or statute.

Issues in relation to the governance and management of individual hospitals, as well as 
interaction with hospitals, are service matters for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, 
I have asked the Executive to reply directly to the Deputy regarding the information requested  
in relation to each of the relevant hospitals.

11/12/2012WRFF02250Mobility Allowance Appeals

11/12/2012WRFF02300534. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appeal for 
mobility allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55662/12]

11/12/2012WRFF02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
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Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/12/2012WRFF02450Cancer Screening Programmes

11/12/2012WRFF02500535. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health his plans to roll out bowel cancer 
screening throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55672/12]

11/12/2012WRFF02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the 
national colorectal screening programme commenced in November.  The programme has been 
introduced on a phased basis to men and women between the ages of 60-69 years.

When fully implemented the programme will offer free screening to men and women aged 
55-74 every two years.  As 50% of cancers within this age group are found in people aged 60-69 
the programme has begun with this latter age cohort (a population of approximately 500,000).  
It is anticipated that the first screening round will take up to three years to complete.  Over time 
the phasing of the programme will allow development of colonoscopy capacity to cater for the 
full 55-74 year age population.

I regard the colorectal screening programme as a national priority and I am committed to 
supporting it as it develops.

11/12/2012WRFF02650Nursing Home Subventions

11/12/2012WRFF02700536. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive their nursing home support funding; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [55676/12]

11/12/2012WRFF02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

11/12/2012WRFF02850Roads Maintenance

11/12/2012WRFF02900537. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
necessary funds to finish a road resurfacing project (details supplied) in County Kerry will be 
included in Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55634/12]

11/12/2012WRFF03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such 
roads are a matter, in the first instance, for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.

Circulars, relating to regional and local roads, have been issued to all local authorities ear-
lier this year inviting applications for consideration for funding in 2013 under the various Grant 
Schemes.  All applications are being considered currently and will be assessed having regard to 
the eligibility criteria, the need to prioritise projects, competing demands from other local au-
thorities and the reduced funding available to my Department to assist local authorities in 2013.

I intend to announce the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations early in the new year.
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11/12/2012WRFF03050Bus Éireann Services

11/12/2012WRFF03100538. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress that has been made on the provision of a bus shelter for Killorglin town County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55057/12]

11/12/2012WRFF03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue of bus 
stop improvement is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with 
the relevant transport provider.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

11/12/2012WRFF03250Taxi Regulations

11/12/2012WRFF03300539. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition in regarding the facilitation of local area hackney licences; when he anticipates that this 
scheme will be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55060/12]

11/12/2012WRFF03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry is a matter in the first instance for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) under the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003. The NTA is the lead agency 
with responsibility for implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review 
Report 2011, including implementation of Action 46 of the Report, which proposes a local area 
hackney licence.

The aim of the proposed local area hackney licence is to facilitate the low cost entry to the 
hackney market for transport provision in rural areas that, otherwise, would be unlikely to have 
such services. This proposal was  identified in the Review Report as a medium-term measure, 
whereby due to the nature, complexity or other requirements of the proposal, implementation 
would not be possible in 2012. I understand that the NTA is considering the best approach to 
this issue.

11/12/2012WRGG00150Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/12/2012WRGG00200540. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason a club (details supplied) was deemed unsuitable for any funding from the sports 
capital programme despite the fact they fulfilled the criteria to receive funding; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the club works on a cross community basis and caters for chil-
dren from socially disadvantaged backgrounds and from the traveller community; if his further 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the club facilities were also described by the Amateur 
Boxing Association of Ireland as among the two boxing clubs in Ireland in most need of im-
provement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55078/12]

11/12/2012WRGG00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): In the case of ineligible applications, I think that it would be appropriate that the des-
ignated club contact would be informed first of the reasons why an application may have been 
deemed invalid. My Department will be writing to all applicants in the coming weeks and the 
reasons why applications were deemed invalid will be outlined to the relevant applicants.

11/12/2012WRGG00350Sports Capital Programme Applications
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11/12/2012WRGG00400541. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to bring forward a sports capital grant programme for the period 2013/2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55082/12]

11/12/2012WRGG00500544. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he brings forward a sports capital grant programme for the period 2013/2014, if he will con-
sider prioritising the applications of the unsuccessful organisations for the sport capital grant 
programme 2012 when setting out the criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55129/12]

11/12/2012WRGG00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 541 and 544 together.  There are no plans to advertise 
another round of the Sports Capital Programme until 2015.

11/12/2012WRGG00650Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/12/2012WRGG00700542. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a sports grant in respect of a club (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [55085/12]

11/12/2012WRGG00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): My Department did not receive an application from the club referred to by the Deputy 
under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme.

11/12/2012WRGG00850Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/12/2012WRGG00900543. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if objec-
tive criteria was used in the allocation of sports capital grants; if he will publish the criteria and 
outline the methodology; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55113/12]

11/12/2012WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): All applications received under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme were first checked 
to ensure eligibility and then eligible applications were initially assessed against the following 
criteria (the final 4 criteria only apply to regional and national projects): 

Selection Criteria
Increase in the levels of active participation/ improved standards of sporting performance, 
especially among women and older citizens
Level of socio-economic disadvantage in the area
Technical merits of the project
Financial viability of project
Level of own funding available
Extent to which applicant will be able to maintain project after completion
Current and planned levels of sport and/or recreational sport facilities in the area
Current or proposed sharing of facilities with other sporting groups or schools
Level of SCP (or other Government) funding received in the past
Strategies to be used to attract people from disadvantaged areas
Priority of proposed improvements/ facility in relation to existing facilities
Priorities as identified by the NGB (national/regional projects only)
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Selection Criteria
Priority as identified by the Irish Sports Council (NGB and third level only)
Location of facility within the network of national, regional and municipal facilities (non-
local projects only)
Linkages with Local Authorities Swimming Pools Programme (municipal multi-sport 
only)

In deciding the final allocations of funding to local projects within each county I had regard 
to a number of additional factors, including: the performance of each application during the 
assessment process; ensuring a geographic spread of projects within each county; ensuring an 
appropriate spread of projects between rural and urban areas within each county; and ensuring 
that there is a spread of projects among different sports.

Question No. 544 answered with Question No. 541.

11/12/2012WRGG01150Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/12/2012WRGG01200545. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of applications made for the sports capital grant programme 2012 from Limerick; the 
numbers of applications that were awarded to the sports capital grant and the names and number 
that were ineligible for the sports capital grant and the reasons for same. [55197/12]

11/12/2012WRGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Under the 2012 Sports capital Programme a total of 117 applications were received from 
Limerick.  Of these 6 applications were for national or regional projects and allocations to such 
projects will be announced shortly.  In the allocations announced on 2 December, 22 separate 
projects in Limerick were funded with a total value of just under €1,000,000.  In the case of 
ineligible applications I believe it would be appropriate that the designated club contact would 
be informed first of the reason or reasons why the application was deemed invalid and my De-
partment will be writing to all applicants in the coming weeks and the reasons why applications 
were deemed invalid will be outlined to the relevant applicants.

Some of the reasons why local applications from Limerick were deemed invalid include: 
insufficient own funding or no evidence of own funding; work on project already commenced; 
no evidence of freehold/leasehold/letter from landlord; no quotations/estimates submitted; and 
no evidence of planning permission or application for same or letter from technical supervisor 
stating that planning permission is not needed.

11/12/2012WRGG01350Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/12/2012WRGG01400546. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will detail all applications from County Donegal to the sports capital programme in tabular 
format and include the amount applied for and the reason that the application was approved or 
rejected. [55203/12]

11/12/2012WRGG01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Details of all local applications received under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme from 
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County Donegal and the amount of funding sought is set out in the following table.  There were 
also 7 non-local (i.e. national and regional) applications from Donegal, and allocations to non-
local projects will be announced shortly.

Applications under 2012 Sports Capital 
Programme

-

Ballyshannon Leisure Centre Management 
Ltd

€95,240

Buncrana Community Leisure Centre Coop-
erative Society Limited

€78,256

Buncrana GAA Club €300,000
Carndonagh GAA Club €160,000
CLG Ard An Ratha €234,059
CLG Gleann Fhinne €74,630
CLG Iorras / Urris GAA Club €224,593
Clonleigh Social Services Ltd. €54,165
Clonmany Shamrocks Sport & Athletics 
Ltd.

€56,000

Cockhill Celtic Youth & Football Club €58,898
Coiste Forbartha Dhobhair Teo €6,055
Comhlacht Forbartha an Tearmainn, trading 
as Craoibhín.

€13,324

Curragh Athletic Football Club €45,000
Desertegney Youth Club incorporating Dun-
ree Football Club

€25,000

Donegal Bay Rowing Club €20,000
Donegal Mountain Biking Club €5,013
Donegal Mountain Rescue Team €25,000
Donegal Sports Partnership €10,000
Donegal Town Soccer Club Trust Company 
Ltd.- (trading as Donegal Town F.C.)

€39,328

Downstands Family Resource Centre €15,000
Drumoghill Football Club €88,069
Dungloe G.A.A. Club    /      Cumann Lu-
thchleas Gael An Clochán Liath

€150,000

Dunlewey Celtic Football Club €25,000
Finn Valley RFC €12,791
Finn Valley Swimming Pool Limited €153,335
Four Masters G.A.A. Club €40,000
Galf Chumann Ghaoth Dobhair  €64,229
Glebe Sports Holdings Ltd €105,362
Gweebarra Canoe Club €4,000
Illistrin Community Development Associa-
tion 

€34,535

Indoor Street Ltd (Plaza Project) €84,657
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Applications under 2012 Sports Capital 
Programme

-

Inishowen Community & Recreational 
Carndonagh Community School Sports 
Development Project Company Ltd.

€200,000

Inishowen Football League €12,000
IRD Milford Limited €83,262
Kilmacrennan Celtic School Boys & Girls 
F.C 

€21,000

Letterkenny Athletics Club €73,350
Letterkenny Community Centre €93,295
Letterkenny Rovers Football Club €252,596
Letterkenny Sports Complex Development 
Limited.

€13,550

Letterkenny Youth & Family Service 
(LYFS)

€20,436

Lifford Athletic Club Ltd/Lifford Athletic 
Club

€100,000

Malin G.A.A. €115,500
Moville Celtic Football Club €20,000
Moville GAA Club - CLG Bun an Phobail €92,924
Mulroy Hoops Basketball Club €7,328
Naomh Mhuire GAA Club €10,167
North West Golf Club €69,681
Quigleys Point Swifts Football Club €34,000
Ramelton Tennis Club €25,000
Realt na Mara CLG, Bundobhráin €13,625
Red Hughs GAA Club €81,153
St John Bosco Ac Limited €17,673
St. Catherine’s F.C. €17,500
Termon GAA (CLG An Tearmainn) €48,784
Tír Chonaill Gap Cycling Club €9,200
Trustees of Leghawney Hall Limited €2,691
Aileach Football Club €47,302
Aileach Youth & Community Centre €10,000
Aodh Ruadh C.L.G. (Park/Development 
Committee)

€168,000

Ballyliffin Golf Club €85,000
Buncrana Youth & Community Dev. Co. 
Ltd.

€192,000

C.L.G. Na Cealla Beaga €25,000
C.L.G. na nDúnaibh €336,850
C.L.G. Naomh Padraig Uisce Chaoin €119,600
Carndonagh Boxing Club €220,000
Cashel na Cor Learning Disability Associa-
tion Ltd.

€656,483
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Applications under 2012 Sports Capital 
Programme

-

Clonmany Tug of War Club €4,376
Clonmany Youth & Community Resource 
Centre 

€467,391

Cloughaneely GAA Club €160,000
Comharchumann Oileán Árainn Mhór Teo €268,182
Coole Cranford Community Centre Limited €90,000
Creeslough & District Angling Association €35,410
Creevy National School €54,000
Donegal Town Rugby Football Club €150,000
Drimarone Development Association €100,000
Drumkeen United Football Club €115,000
Dunree Amateur Boxing Club & Commu-
nity Hall

€25,000

Fit Kidz €63,965
Frosses Foróige €3,000
Gleneely Colts FC Sports & Leisure Club €25,739
Glenswilly Sports Park €187,662
Greencastle Sports and Leisure Company 
Limited

€7,000

Illies Community Association & Illies 
Celtic Football Club.

€150,748

Illies Golden Gloves Amateur Boxing Club 
(IGG, ABC)

€246,160

Letterkenny Tennis Club €156,657
Lifford Celtic Football Club €129,197
Milford United Football Club €74,364
Na Rossa Community Club €300,000
Naomh Colmcille GAA Club €110,388
Naomh Micheal GAA Club €170,121
Pobal Eascarrach Teoranta & Donegal 
County Council

€300,000

Ray Community Group - (formally Ray 
Youth Athletic Club)

€35,080

Redcastle United Football Club €25,000
Robert Emmets GAA Club €25,000
Royal and Prior Comprehensive School in 
conjunction with Raphoe Hockey Club

€129,739

Scoil an Stratha Mhoir and Glendowan 
Youth Club

€47,428

Springboard Family Support Project €6,000
St. Eunans GAA Club €350,000
Tir Conall Rugby Club €538,507
Tullyvinney Rovers F.C. €6,978
Twin Towns Amateur Boxing Club €12,000
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Details of the successful applicants have been published on the Department’s website. My 
Department will be writing to all applicants in the coming weeks.  Successful applicants will be 
informed of the steps required to draw down the grant and unsuccessful applicants will be pro-
vided with details of the initial assessment of their application.  The reasons why applications 
were deemed invalid will be outlined to the relevant applicants.  I think that it would be appro-
priate that the designated club contact would be informed first of the reasons why an application 
may have been deemed invalid.

Some of the reasons why local applications from County Donegal were deemed invalid 
include: insufficient own funding or no evidence of own funding; work on project already com-
menced; no evidence of freehold/leasehold/letter from landlord; no quotations/estimates sub-
mitted; and no evidence of planning permission or application for same or letter from technical 
supervisor stating that planning permission is not needed.

11/12/2012WRGG01550Public Services Provision

11/12/2012WRGG01600547. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 237 of 4 December 2012, if he will provide a list of all 
new services across his Department that have been tested for external service delivery since 
March 2011. [55439/12]

11/12/2012WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department 
has not proposed the introduction of any new services since the Government decision in July 
2012 that new services would be tested for external delivery before approval to provide the 
service internally would be granted.  However, there are a number of initiatives underway or 
in progress in the Department and our agencies for the external delivery of services. These 
include: the various outsourcing initiatives on the part of Fáilte Ireland, including the already 
outsourced inspection and operational elements of its statutory tourism accommodation and 
grading functions and the ongoing transfer of the operation of certain Tourist Information Of-
fices to local interest groups with support from Fáilte Ireland; the transfer to the Irish Aviation 
Authority in January 2013 of the Department’s statutory functions of monitoring compliance 
with EU and international aviation security requirements; the external delivery of customer and 
production services for new format driving licence; the joint outsourcing with other Depart-
ments of the Department’s internal audit function; and the ongoing transfer of processing of the 
Department’s staff claims for travel and subsistence to the Department of Finance which also 
undertakes the payroll function for the Department.

11/12/2012WRGG01750Roads Maintenance

11/12/2012WRGG01800548. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details of applications for funding made to his Department (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [55501/12]

11/12/2012WRGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road 
authority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on 
such roads are a matter, in the first instance, for the relevant local authority to be funded from 
its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The National Roads Authority (NRA) 
issued a circular earlier this year to all local authorities inviting applications for consideration 
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for funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme.  All applications are be-
ing considered currently and will be assessed having regard to the eligibility criteria, the need 
to prioritise projects, competing demands from other local authorities and the reduced funding 
available for the scheme in 2013.  I will announce the 2013 regional and local road grant alloca-
tions early in the new year.

11/12/2012WRGG01950Road Projects Contracts

11/12/2012WRGG02000549. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update in the motorway maintenance and renewals contract put out to tender by the 
National Roads Authority in April 2012; when the successful companies will be announced; 
the number of companies that will be given contracts under the tender; if successful companies 
employ sub contractors to carry out works; if companies erect tolls on roads they are maintain-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55529/12]

11/12/2012WRGG02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the roads pro-
gramme. The implementation of individual national road projects, including maintenance, is a 
matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Act, 1993 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

11/12/2012WRGG02150Roads Maintenance

11/12/2012WRGG02200550. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide the list of locations for which funding was supplied from his Department by an organi-
sation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55538/12]

11/12/2012WRGG02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National 
Roads Authority (NRA) issued a circular earlier this year to all local authorities inviting appli-
cations for consideration for supplementary grant funding in 2013 under various headings.  All 
applications are being considered currently and will be assessed having regard to the eligibility 
criteria, the need to prioritise projects, competing demands from other local authorities and the 
reduced funding available in 2013.  I will be announcing the 2013 regional and local road grant 
allocations early in the new year.

11/12/2012WRGG02350Public Bike Schemes

11/12/2012WRGG02400551. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time 
frame for the roll out of the Dublin bike scheme in the Dublin 11 and Dublin 9 areas and the 
details of the scheme in those areas. [55566/12]

11/12/2012WRGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Building on the success of the existing  Dublin Bikes Scheme, my Department  has 
been working with the National Transport Authority and has made significant progress on the 
expansion of the Dublin Bikes  Scheme.  

Currently, the National Transport Authority is working with Dublin City Council  to enable 
the first phase of this expansion to progress.  I am informed that this phase is focussed on ex-
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panding the scheme eastwards into the Docklands and westwards to Heuston Station.  Discus-
sions are on-going at present with the operator of the current scheme in relation to this phase of 
expansion and I understand that it is hoped that a suitable arrangement can be concluded early 
next year, following which the expansion works would then be undertaken.

In relation to extending the scheme into Dublin 9 and 11, the National Transport Authority 
has informed me that this is not part of the current phase of expansion of the scheme. The Na-
tional Transport Authority have further advised me that decisions in relation to possible further 
expansion of Dublinbikes will only be taken following the conclusion of the planned first stage 
of expansion.

I am aware that Dublin City Council has an ambitious plan to extend the successful Dub-
linbikes scheme to other areas of the city in a number of phases spread over a number of years.  
Such expansion will, of course, be dependent upon the availability of the necessary funding.

11/12/2012WRGG02550Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/12/2012WRGG02600552. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a list of applications under the 2012 sports capital programme deemed invalid for 
County Galway; the grounds for ineligibility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[55579/12]

11/12/2012WRGG02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): My Department will be writing to all applicants in the coming weeks and the 
reasons why applications were deemed invalid will be outlined to the relevant applicants.  I 
think that it would be appropriate that the designated club contact would be informed first of 
the reason or reasons why an application may have been deemed invalid.  Some of the reasons 
why local applications were deemed invalid include: insufficient own funding or no evidence 
of own funding; work on project already commenced; no evidence of freehold/leasehold/letter 
from landlord; no quotations/estimates submitted; and no evidence of planning permission or 
application for same or letter from technical supervisor stating that planning permission is not 
needed.

11/12/2012WRGG02750Rail Network

11/12/2012WRGG02800553. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
confirm that funding will be made available as a matter of urgency to the National Transport 
Authority to carry out works (details supplied) in Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [55591/12]

11/12/2012WRGG02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. In the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), funding for the implementation and devel-
opment of public transport infrastructure projects, such as the development of the Maynooth 
line, is provided by my Department to the National Transport Authority (NTA) for allocation to 
projects and programmes.  Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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11/12/2012WRGG02950Departmental Expenditure

11/12/2012WRGG03000554. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son the Exchequer estimates for 2012 as detailed in the Comprehensive Expenditure Report 
2012 - 2014 originally allocated €1,231 billion for capital spending this year by his Department 
but end of November 2012 Exchequer returns now suggest that the annual capital allocation for 
2012 is €961 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [55600/12]

11/12/2012WRGG03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment 2012-2016 Medium Term Exchequer Framework set out a capital al-
location for 2012 of €1,231 million for my Department.  This was subsequently increased in the 
Revised Estimate for 2012 to €1,245.038 million.  This is the gross capital allocation.  The fig-
ure of €961 million refers to the net capital allocation after Appropriations-in-Aid of €284.038 
million are taken into account.

11/12/2012WRGG03150Taxi Regulations

11/12/2012WRGG03200555. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
regulations and supports available to new entrants to the taxi/hackney business; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [55621/12]

11/12/2012WRGG03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry, including supports for new  entrants to the industry, 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA).  I have arranged for your question to be 
forwarded to the NTA for a direct response. If you do not receive a response within ten working 
days, please notify my private office.

11/12/2012WRGG03350Bus Éireann Services

11/12/2012WRGG03400556. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
proper bus stop will be provided in Farranfoe, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [55633/12]

11/12/2012WRGG03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under Section 85 
of the Road Traffic Act 1961, An Garda Siochana currently have the responsibility, in the first 
instance, for the placement of bus stops in consultation with the relevant local authority and the 
transport provider.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Bus Eireann for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.


