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      Questions Nos. 1 to 19, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 20 to 103, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 104 to 112, inclusive, answered orally.

Schools Guidance Counsellors

20/11/2012WRA00700113. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to implement an analysis or assessment on the impact in schools arising from changes to the 
ex-quota allocation which has reduced the provision of career guidance counsellors; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51338/12]

20/11/2012WRA00800119. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
considered the findings of a recent survey of principals from the Joint Managerial Body on the 
impact of the loss of guidance hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51304/12]

20/11/2012WRA00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 113 and 119 together.

The day to day management of how teaching resources are used in schools is done at local 
school level. It is established policy that guidance is a whole school activity and under existing 
arrangements each school develops a school guidance plan as a means of supporting the needs 
of its students. I am confident schools will act in the best interest of students.

I acknowledge that the reduction in resources to second level schools is challenging for 
schools and this is borne out by the survey undertaken by the JMB. However, the budget mea-
sure that requires schools to manage the provision of guidance from within their standard staff-
ing allocation, the alternative to which was to make an adjustment to the standard staffing 
schedule, must be seen in the context of our very difficult budgetary constraints. It is also worth 
pointing out that, as part of last years budgetary measures, my Department helped shelter the 
impact for DEIS post-primary schools by improving their standard staffing allocations.

Disadvantaged Status

20/11/2012WRA01000114. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will commit 
to protecting DEIS in the coming years following the recent report from his Department on im-
proved retention rates at post primary level including improved retention rates in DEIS schools; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51300/12]

20/11/2012WRA01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The “Report on Retention 
Rates of Pupils in Second Level Schools”  indicates that the number of students staying in 
school to complete their second level education is now at its highest rate ever. The percentage 
of students who sit the Leaving Cert overall has risen by almost 9% to 90.2% in 11 years.

It is particularly encouraging to see the retention rate in DEIS schools increase substantially, 
from 68.2% to 80.1%. The retention rates of pupils who entered the first year of the junior cycle 
in 2005 and 2006, which coincides with the introduction of DEIS, representing the first cohort 
of students to have DEIS resources available to them throughout their second level education.

I do not propose to comment in detail on the contents of the Budget in respect of the educa-
tion sector in advance of Budget Day. However, it is my intention to protect front-line provi-
sion, including that in DEIS schools, to the greatest extent possible.

Schools Building Projects Expenditure

20/11/2012WRA01200115. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
submitted any further funding proposals to the European Investment Bank in view of the recent 
€50 million public private school building programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51211/12]

20/11/2012WRA01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that dialogue has 
commenced between officials of the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) and the 
European Investment Bank in relation to the potential funding of further educational PPP proj-
ects as part of the Government approved Economic Stimulus Package. The Economic Stimulus 
Package announced last July includes two further bundles of school projects that would be 
advanced in the context of my Department’s five year school building programme, as well as a 
major project for the consolidation of Dublin Institute of Technology at Grangegorman. How-
ever, no decisions about funding have been made at this time. 

It is envisaged that if EIB funding is secured for these projects, it would be structured on the 
same basis as the recent third schools bundle with the EIB lending directly to the PPP project 
company.

I would also add that, earlier this year, the EIB provided a direct loan of €100 million to 
the Exchequer to enable the Department to finance a programme of traditional school building 
works as part of the overall five year school building programme.

State Examinations Reviews

20/11/2012WRA01400116. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on com-
ments expressed by the Association of Secondary Teachers of Ireland regarding the loss of 
national State certification at junior cycle level will damage education and that the decision to 
axe State certification at junior cycle level will have a negative impact on students. [51350/12]

20/11/2012WRA01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My new Framework for Ju-
nior Cycle will allow schools to provide a programme to meet the needs of their students. As-
sessment will be a key component to supporting quality teaching and learning outcomes across 
the 3 years of Junior Cycle and will provide on-going high quality feedback to students and 
their parents. 
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Assessment in the Junior Cycle is no longer high-stakes since in reality the vast majority of 
students continue to senior cycle. 

The current Junior Certificate examination is also at variance with best practice interna-
tionally. For example, in New Zealand, Finland, Scotland and Queensland high-stakes, public 
examinations are confined to the end of the senior cycle. They emphasise school-based assess-
ment approaches throughout the lower-secondary cycle.

20/11/2012WRA01550Skills Shortages

20/11/2012WRA01600117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is sat-
isfied with the progress made towards meeting the educational skills requirement of industry 
in the future with particular reference to the high-skill requirements of the modern industrial 
sector; if any particular skill shortages have been specifically identified; the extent to which the 
educational sector is in a position to meet such requirements in the short and medium term; if he 
has had discussions with second and third level institutions in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51329/12]

20/11/2012WRA01700268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he and his Department have monitored the various skill requirements of industry now 
and in the future; if he is satisfied that such requirements will be met in full in the short, medium 
and long term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51581/12]

20/11/2012WRA01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 117 and 268 together.

The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs, funded by my Department, plays a key role in 
advising on future skills needs. Its research provides a valuable input to the development of 
course curricula and has also informed the development of new competitive funding models of 
provision to address emerging skills needs.  

More than 10,000 higher education places are being provided in areas of identified skills 
need under the Springboard programme and 6,500 places are being rolled out under the new 
Labour Market Education and Training Fund. In addition, the joint Government-Industry ICT 
Action Plan, which has been developed as a direct response to identified ICT skills shortages, 
contains a comprehensive range of measures to build the domestic supply of ICT graduates, 
including through the roll out of over 800 places on graduate skills conversion courses from 
March 2012. A roll-out of a second phase of the conversion courses is scheduled for early 2013.

Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/11/2012WRA01900118. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view 
of recent revelations regarding the numbers of students waiting for grants to be processed, the 
measures he will put in place to ensure that students are not forced out of third level education; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51331/12]

20/11/2012WRA02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In order to ensure that all 
targets are met by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) a number of measures have been 
put in place to speed up the process of awarding student grants. This includes the provision of 
additional staffing in both the assessment unit and the outsourced document management unit. 
Weekly maintenance payment runs are in place and a range of processing efficiencies are being 
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implemented on an on-going basis.

SUSI is aiming to achieve a target of 33,000 awards in total by the end of the year. SUSI is 
staffed to the level that has been requested and all the necessary resources should be in place to 
enable them to process applications to completion, subject to all the necessary documentation 
being in order to enable them to make a decision in each case. This week, a further 50 additional 
temporary staff have been approved to ensure that all targets are met from this point forward.

Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 113.

20/11/2012WRB00150Teacher Training Provision

20/11/2012WRB00200120. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will publish 
a detailed implementation plan for the training of teachers from now until the beginning of the 
first phase of the new junior certificate cycle in 2014; if he will outline the details of the cost 
and savings associated with the new junior certificate cycle; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51318/12]

20/11/2012WRB00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Detailed planning for the 
implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle is underway in my Department.  Teachers 
will receive professional development in educational assessment, including processes of mod-
eration, and providing feedback to students. Continuing professional development (CPD) will 
be provided on a phased basis in line with the roll out of curriculum changes in each subject. 
The CPD programme will be developed over coming months and further information will be 
available when it is completed.

Costs will arise in relation to staffing and substitution of teachers for attendance at in-ser-
vice. Estimated costs will be of the order of €3.6 million in 2013 and €10 million on a full year 
basis for a period of at least 5 years thereafter.  From 2017 onwards there will be some savings 
in the budget of the State Examinations Commission but these will be absorbed in the reform 
of the Leaving Certificate.

20/11/2012WRB00350School Patronage

20/11/2012WRB00400121. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the response to 
date to the first five parental surveys on patronage carried out by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51310/12]

20/11/2012WRB00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, the 
closing date for completion of these surveys in the five pilot areas was last Friday, 9 November.

In the Arklow survey there were 384 responses representing 706 children.The Castlebar 
survey had 465 responses representing 932 children.The Tramore survey had 276 responses 
representing 563 children.The Trim survey had 300 responses representing 588 children and 
finally the Whitehall survey had 546 responses representing 987 children.

In summary there were a total of 1,971 responses representing a total of 3,776 children. This 
is preliminary data and may be subject to change following validation.

My Department is preparing a detailed report on the surveys which will be reviewed by the 
New Schools Establishment Group. When the analysis is finalised, and drawing on feedback 
from the patron bodies, consideration will be given to any appropriate modifications in imple-
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menting the surveys in the remainder of the identified 44 survey areas.

20/11/2012WRB00550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRB00600122. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date in drawing up a plan for the implementation of the EPSEN Act 2004 to prioritise 
access for children with special needs to an individual education plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51307/12]

20/11/2012WRB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that a number of sections of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EP-
SEN) Act have been commenced.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) made recommendations which sug-
gested that additional investment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across the 
education and health sectors, would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act. My Depart-
ment’s opinion is that the level of investment required could be greater.

In the light of the very difficult economic situation, and these significant costs, the previous 
Government deferred the full implementation of EPSEN.  The NCSE have been asked to pro-
vide comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children with 
special educational needs. This advice will guide the preparation of a plan on how aspects of 
EPSEN can be implemented, including the prioritising of access to children with special needs 
to an individual education plan.

20/11/2012WRB00750Student Grant Scheme Reform

20/11/2012WRB00800123. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the report of 
the Capital Asset Test Implementation Group regarding higher education grants will be pub-
lished; if he has received this report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51311/12]

20/11/2012WRB00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that, following agreement in principle by the Government to broaden the current means testing 
arrangements for student grants by way of inclusion of the value of capital assets, I set up a ded-
icated implementation group to bring forward detailed proposals for implementation in 2013.

I have received a draft report from the implementation group. This is currently under con-
sideration and I will be consulting further with my cabinet colleagues in the coming weeks 
before the report is published.

20/11/2012WRB00950Bullying in Schools

20/11/2012WRB01000124. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects to 
publish the report of the working group on tackling bullying; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51302/12]

20/11/2012WRB01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Working Group which 
I established alongside the Forum of 17 May this year, to examine issues related to tackling 
bullying in schools, including homophobic bullying, racist bullying and cyber bullying, is pro-
gressing with its task of producing an action plan to map the way forward.   The Group has been 
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considering the outcomes and recommendations from the Forum, along with the submissions 
received from interested parties, in its deliberations.  

Over the last few months, the Group has also consulted with a range of stakeholders and 
with colleagues in Scotland and the UK.  I have asked the Working Group to submit their action 
plan to me by the end of November.

20/11/2012WRB01150School Accommodation

20/11/2012WRB01200125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which his attention has been drawn to the threat to smaller rural schools; the number of any 
such schools likely to be faced with closure in the short and medium term; if he is conscious of 
local preferences in regards to such schools including traditional ethos; if he accepts the need 
to ensure that such communities are catered for in the future to the greatest extent possible not-
withstanding the economic climate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51330/12]

20/11/2012WRB01300155. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date in addressing the specific issues of rural schools; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51216/12]

20/11/2012WRB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 125 and 155 together.

I am cognisant of the importance of schools to rural communities. Given our recent popula-
tion growth we will have a much increased enrolment at all levels of education which is ex-
pected to continue in the medium term. Many pupil places are required in areas that currently 
have no school provision at all and we have schools in areas of stable or declining population 
with relatively low pupil numbers. Our current configuration of small primary schools is being 
examined by my Department in a value for money review.  Among the issues the review will 
take into account are questions such as availability of diversity of provision, ethos of schools, 
parental choice, language of instruction, travel distances, transport costs and the impact of 
schools on dispersed rural communities. My Department expects to publish the analysis and 
findings shortly and I look forward to a constructive engagement on the matter.

20/11/2012WRB01450Public Procurement Regulations

20/11/2012WRB01500126. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will set out 
the tendering process for the awarding of legal contracts by University College Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51333/12]

20/11/2012WRB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Universities are autonomous 
institutions and my Department does not have any function in their operational affairs, includ-
ing tendering, for which the Governing Bodies and the management staff are responsible. How-
ever, officials of my Department have made enquiries and I understand that when the university 
needs to obtain external legal advice it does so from a panel of law firms. 

The Code of Governance for Irish Universities set outs the requirement that competitive 
tendering is the standard practice to be adopted.   In addition to the national procurement guide-
lines, there are also specific EU Directives which are applicable to all Member States in this 
regard. 

It is the responsibility of the governing authority and management to ensure that appropriate 
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systems and procedures are implemented to ensure that the requirements for public procure-
ment are adhered to and that the current value thresholds for the application of EU and national 
procurement rules are respected.

20/11/2012WRB01650Student Grant Scheme Administration

20/11/2012WRB01700127. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria 
that had to be met by Dublin City Vocational Education Committee to win the tendering for 
administering third level applications under Student Universal Support Ireland including the 
allocation of staff and resources to replace the 66 VECs and local authorities that processed ap-
plications up until 2011. [51346/12]

20/11/2012WRB01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In January 2011, the Depart-
ment issued an Expression of Interest invitation to the VECs, local authorities or other public 
bodies who might be interested in taking on administrative responsibility for the centralised stu-
dent grants awarding and payments function. A total of 10 proposals were received. These pro-
posals were examined by an independent selection panel against the evaluation criteria which 
was an integral part of the Expression of Interest procedure.  Four of these proposals were short-
listed for oral presentation.  Following this, the selection panel made a recommendation to the 
Minister for Education and Skills on the preferred proposal which was the City of Dublin VEC 
proposal to establish Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) as a unit of itself.

The selection panel evaluated the proposals under the following criteria: organisational ca-
pacity to perform the function; experience in dealing with comparable schemes/services; exist-
ing core management, expertise and resources available to be deployed to the function; capacity 
to deliver strong cost and efficiency benefits; overall quality of the proposal for delivery of a 
central student grants function.

Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI)’s proposal was underpinned by a staffing of 65 
whole-time equivalents, thereby reducing the number of administration staff currently operat-
ing the system in the 66 grant awarding bodies by some 105 posts once the transition is com-
plete. The 65 whole-time equivalents would be made up a combination of core staff which 
would be employed all year round and seasonal staff. This provided for the staff in SUSI to rise 
during the peak processing months.

20/11/2012WRB01850Departmental Staff Retirements

20/11/2012WRB01900128. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount, if 
any, of the miscalculation of the cost of recent retirements within his Department; if he will also 
clarify any other costs which were miscalculated and which will impact upon cuts to education 
in Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51305/12]

20/11/2012WRB02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Due to the unique circum-
stances surrounding the public service retirement package this year, it was difficult to forecast 
an exact cost of superannuation payments on my Vote for 2012. Higher numbers of retirements 
than projected will result in excess expenditure on the relevant subheads. The final amount of 
this excess, and any other excesses on the Vote, will not be known until year-end. However, 
offsetting reduced expenditure on other subheads will allow me to remain within my overall 
2012 allocation.  This offsetting of savings against excesses is possible under the process of 
retirement.
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I am required to identify savings of €77 million in 2013, as well as managing the cost of 
upward pressures that arise. While the net effect of these pressures is not possible to predict, 
they are currently projected to be approximately €13 million, and relate mainly to Teacher and 
SNA pay. The final picture here will emerge in the context of the 2013 Budget.

20/11/2012WRB02050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRB02100129. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that there are no cuts to funding for special needs assistants, resource and learning support 
teachers in Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51328/12]

20/11/2012WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that it is not possible to anticipate future budgetary decisions.

This Government, however, remains committed to the protection of frontline services for 
pupils with special educational needs.

Approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department – some €1.3 billion – was spent 
in support of children with Special Educational Needs in 2011. The provision for the current 
year is in line with expenditure last year and shows that despite the current economic difficul-
ties, the overall level of funding for special education has not been cut. The total number of 
Special Needs Assistants and Resource teaching posts available for allocation this year has not 
been reduced.

The continued commitment of this Government to special education provision, at a time 
when savings are being required across a range of expenditure areas has ensured that children 
with special educational needs can continue to have access to educational facilities in line with 
their requirements.

20/11/2012WRB02250Student Universal Support Ireland Staffing

20/11/2012WRB02300130. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
list the personnel and resources assigned to Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will 
provide a breakdown of staff employed on a full-time and temporary basis. [51347/12]

20/11/2012WRB02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In total there is now 96 staff 
working in Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), 33 of whom are permanent and 63 of 
whom are temporary.  In addition, SUSI is supported by 79 temporary staff working on docu-
ment management and helpdesk support in the outsourced company engaged by SUSI to sup-
port the processing of student grants. An additional 50 temporary staff have been approved on 
top of the 79 in the outsourced company. 

20/11/2012WRB02450Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/11/2012WRB02500131. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on wheth-
er it is acceptable that less than 5% of applicants to Student Universal Support Ireland have 
received their grant payments; and the percentage of applicants who received their grant pay-
ments from the previous system administered by the 66 VECs and local authority. [51343/12]

20/11/2012WRB02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
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all new applications for the 2012/13 academic year are being processed and paid by SUSI, the 
new centralised grant awarding authority.

SUSI as at the 16 November, 2012 paid student grants to some 4,420 students. SUSI is con-
tinuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their grant as ex-
peditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. All new student grants approved 
for this academic year will be paid by electronic funds transfer on a monthly basis directly to 
students’ bank accounts, rather than by cheque to the relevant college.  Those awarded a grant 
must supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from the 
institution in order for the first instalment to be paid.

SUSI is aiming to achieve a target of 33,000 awards in total by the end of the year. SUSI 
will endeavour to ensure that students who are awarded a maintenance grant will be paid before 
the end of the year.  Some of those awarded may not receive their grant until the beginning of 
January due to the requirements in respect of the provision of bank details and verification of 
attendance, together with the banking restrictions over the holiday period. However, every ef-
fort will be made by SUSI to ensure that all successful grant applicants get paid by December.

Continuing students who are renewing their grant for attendance on an existing course with 
their existing awarding authority, which will be either a local authority or a VEC, will continue 
to have their applications processed and paid by the relevant grant awarding authority. Continu-
ing students on a level 6 or level 7 course in the Institutes of Technology will continue to be paid 
their grant directly by their institution.

The 66 grant awarding authorities as at 2 November, 2012 paid student grants to some 
20,672 renewal students. In addition, some 4,546 students were paid directly by their Institute. 
Accordingly some 76% of renewal students awarded a grant by the 66 grant awarding authori-
ties have received their grant payments as at the 2 November, 2012. This data has been com-
piled from information provided to my Department by the 66 grant awarding authorities and 
the Institutes of Technology.

The Deputy should note that the migration of all new applications to SUSI has enabled the 
existing grant awarding authorities to process renewal applications more quickly.  In addition, 
renewal applications are generally more straightforward and require significantly less docu-
mentary evidence.

20/11/2012WRB02650Information and Communications Technology Issues

20/11/2012WRB02700132. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide information on the various types of ICT education which is offered in primary and 
post-primary schools; if he will provide a list of schools which do not offer ICT education; the 
measures he is proposing to ensure a high level of functional and theoretical ICT knowledge 
amongst school age children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51215/12]

20/11/2012WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The curriculum in schools 
is devised on the basis that ICT is a tool to be embedded into the teaching and learning of all 
subjects and therefore in all schools. A recent report by my Department’s Inspectorate found 
that there is a trend towards the greater incorporation of ICT into classroom activities in our 
primary schools.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment has developed an ICT framework 
which sets out a structured approach to ICT in curriculum and assessment. This sets out the 
types of learning appropriate for students during the period of compulsory education and pro-
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vides a guide to teachers for embedding ICT across the curriculum. 

A Framework for Junior Cycle was published last month. It contains 24 Statements of Learn-
ing which students should experience. One of the Statements of Learning aims to ensure that 
all students “use ICT effectively and ethically in learning and in life”. The key skills in Junior 
Cycle include the use of digital technology to ensure successful learning by students. 

The Junior Cycle Framework will allow for the introduction of short courses. Seven short 
courses, including short courses on Digital Media Literacy and in Programming/ Coding, are 
currently being developed by the NCCA for use by schools from 2014. In addition, schools will 
have the opportunity to develop their own short courses, in accordance with set specifications, 
to reflect the needs and interests of their students.  

My Department has introduced a number of measure to support the use of ICT in schools. 
These measure have included funding for increased broadband capacity in post-primary schools 
as well as funding for the provision of laptops/ PC and a data projector for teaching purposes in 
primary school classrooms. 

There is also a Transition Year option in relation to Having Fun with Computer Program-
ming and Games and, under the ICT Action Plan, this is being expanded nationally. At Senior 
Cycle, the development of ICT skills is important not only in the Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme and in the Leaving Certificate Applied but also in the study of Design Communica-
tion and Graphics where it is a core component of the learning. 

20/11/2012WRB02850Student Grant Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRB02900133. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the percentage of 
existing students that have received their initial grant payments from the 66 vocational educa-
tional committees and local authorities for the 2012/2013 academic year. [51341/12]

20/11/2012WRB03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
all new applications for the 2012/13 academic year are being processed and paid by SUSI, the 
new centralised grant awarding authority. Continuing students who are renewing their grant for 
attendance on an existing course with their existing awarding authority, which will be either 
a local authority or a VEC, will continue to have their applications processed and paid by the 
relevant grant awarding authority. Continuing students on a level 6 or level 7 course in the In-
stitutes of Technology will continue to be paid their grant directly by their institution.

The 66 grant awarding authorities as at 2 November, 2012 paid student grants to some 
20,672 renewal students. In addition some 4546 students were paid directly by their Institute. 
Accordingly some 76% of renewal students awarded a grant by the 66 grant awarding authori-
ties have received their grant payments as at the 2 November, 2012. This data has been com-
piled from information provided to my Department by the 66 grant awarding authorities and 
the Institutes of Technology.

The migration of the new applications to SUSI has enabled the 66 grant awarding authori-
ties to process renewal applications on a more efficient basis - these are generally more straight-
forward and require significantly less documentary evidence.

20/11/2012WRB03050School Transport Provision

20/11/2012WRB03100134. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is currently 
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reviewing the school transport scheme for children with disabilities and or special education-
al needs; his views on whether the scheme recognises that the most appropriately resourced 
school for a child with SEN may not be the nearest local school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51344/12]

20/11/2012WRB03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs, which are not under review, children are eligible for transport where they:   

- have special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability in accordance with the 
designation of high and low incidence disability set out in Department of Education and Skill’s 
(DES) Circular 02/05 and

- are attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class/special school or a 
unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs.

Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Ed-
ucation (NCSE) through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs). The 
NCSE has responsibility, through its network of SENOs, for the establishment of special edu-
cation facilities and for allocating resource teachers and special needs assistants to schools to 
support children with special needs.

While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, eli-
gibility for school transport is to the nearest school that is or can be resourced to meet a child’s 
special educational needs; this school may or may not be the nearest local school.

20/11/2012WRB03250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRB03300135. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
plans to review the special educational resource allocation system administered by the National 
Counsel for Special Education  which is currently based on diagnosis to also include arising 
need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51339/12]

20/11/2012WRB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to 
any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities. 

I have asked the NCSE to provide me with comprehensive advice on how the educational 
system currently places and supports children with special educational needs in schools. This 
advice will include:

- the identification and assessment of children with special needs 

- the nature of supports provided for children 

- the way in which supports are allocated to schools

- and how these supports are configured.  

This advice is expected early in 2013.

It is my intention that the significant resources to support children with Special Educational 
Needs are deployed to ensure the best possible outcomes for students. The advice will be a key 
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input into achieving this goal.

20/11/2012WRB03450Student Grant Scheme Reform

20/11/2012WRB03500136. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills his intentions on 
the review of means assessments for higher education grants; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51217/12]

20/11/2012WRB03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that, following agreement in principle by the Government to broaden the current means testing 
arrangements for student grants by way of inclusion of the value of capital assets, I set up a ded-
icated implementation group to bring forward detailed proposals for implementation in 2013.

I have received a draft report from the implementation group. This is currently under con-
sideration and I will consult further with my cabinet colleagues before the report is published.

20/11/2012WRB03650School Staffing

20/11/2012WRB03700137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason Skerries 
Educate Together, County Dublin, was informed in the last two weeks of the loss of a tempo-
rary EAL post which will result in a newly appointed permanent teacher being made redundant, 
despite meticulous adherence to recruitment rules by the school. [51265/12]

20/11/2012WRB03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teaching posts to schools, which is available on the Department website, includes the 
provision whereby schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional 
permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds, using projected enrolment. Additional 
temporary EAL (language) support posts are provided, as necessary, to schools that have high 
concentrations of pupils that require language support in the 2012/13 school. The EAL alloca-
tions are made on the basis of appeals by a school to the Staffing Appeals Board.

The school referred to by the Deputy was approved for 3 permanent developing school posts 
and 1 temporary EAL support post, subject to achieving projected enrolments on 30 September, 
2012. 

The school achieved sufficient enrolment to retain 2 of the developing posts. The third de-
veloping post and the EAL post were suppressed. It is open to schools to submit an appeal to the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board under certain criteria. The school submitted an appeal to the 
October meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board. The appeal was refused. The Appeal 
Board operates independently of the Department and its decision is final. 

Following the most recent NCSE allocations the resource hours of the school have increased 
and it has been approved for a fixed term resource post. The surplus permanent teacher in the 
school will be redeployed into this post.

20/11/2012WRB03850Student Grant Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRB03900138. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of staff currently allocated across the 66 vocational educational committees and local authori-
ties to process the grant applications of existing third level students; the total number of grant 
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applications lodged with the 66 bodies; and the percentage of these applications that are await-
ing outstanding documentation from applicants. [51340/12]

20/11/2012WRB04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
all new applications for the 2012/13 academic year are being processed and paid by SUSI, the 
new centralised grant awarding authority.  Continuing students who are renewing their grant 
for attendance on an existing course with their existing awarding authority, which will be either 
a local authority or a VEC, will continue to have their applications processed and paid by the 
relevant grant awarding authority.  Continuing students on a level 6 or level 7 course in the In-
stitutes of Technology will continue to be paid their grant directly by their institution.

The 66 grant awarding authorities as at 2 November, 2012 received 40,959 renewal applica-
tions.  Some 11% of processed renewal applications are awaiting outstanding documentation.  
This data has been compiled from data supplied to my Department by the 66 grant awarding 
authorities.

The Deputy will appreciate that staffing resources and staffing costs associated with the 
processing of student grant applications are met by local authorities and vocational education 
committees within their overall resources and a breakdown of this data is not readily available.

20/11/2012WRB04050Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/11/2012WRB04100139. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on which 
he was first contacted by officials from Student Universal Support Ireland regarding problems 
and delays in processing third level applications; the additional resources that were requested 
by SUSI to address this backlog; the resources that have been allocated to SUSI to help process 
the backlog in applications. [51345/12]

20/11/2012WRB04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials from my Depart-
ment have been meeting with the SUSI management team on a monthly basis since the start of 
the year and more recently are meeting on a weekly basis. The processing of student grants by 
SUSI is being closely monitored and kept under continuous review by my Department. All ad-
ditional staffing requests by SUSI have been sanctioned.

20/11/2012WRB04250Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRB04300140. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when construc-
tion will begin on a school (details supplied) in County Dublin. [51348/12]

20/11/2012WRB04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has recently gone to tender. Assuming that no issues arise, it is anticipated that con-
struction will commence in the second quarter of 2013.

20/11/2012WRC00150School Curriculum

20/11/2012WRC00200141. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has con-
cerns regarding the impact that the new junior certificate programme will have on the take up of 
history and geography; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51321/12]
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20/11/2012WRC00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the new Junior Cycle all 
students will be expected to achieve 24 statements of learning over the period of their Junior 
Cycle. These include valuing local and national heritage and understanding the importance of 
the relationship between past and current event and the forces that drive change and understand-
ing the origins and impacts of social, economic and environmental aspects of the world around 
him/her.

It is clear therefore that geographical and historical awareness skills, will be necessary to 
achieve the required outcomes. Overall, I am in favour of leaving the decisions on what is 
offered to the discretion of the school, and of students having as broad a range of options to 
choose from as possible.

20/11/2012WRC00350Skills Shortages

20/11/2012WRC00400142. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to introduce 
measures that will address the estimated 5,000 job vacancies in IT companies which cannot be 
filled because of the skills gap and the 2,300 IT experts from outside the EU who had to be hired 
by multi- nationals based here in the past year. [51351/12]

20/11/2012WRC00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The joint Government-Indus-
try Action Plan, which I launched in January this year, was developed as a direct response to 
specific skills shortages in the ICT sector. The Plan outlines a range of short, medium and long 
term measures to develop a sustainable domestic supply of high quality ICT graduates to sup-
port the further expansion and development of ICT sector and support innovation and growth 
across other sectors of the economy. 

As part of the Plan, more than 800 places have been made available from March 2012 on 
intensive level 8 ICT skills conversion programmes, designed and delivered in partnership with 
industry. Graduates of the programmes will be available in early 2013. The HEA has just issued 
a tender for a second phase of the conversion programmes from early 2013. In addition, 1,800 
people enrolled on ICT programmes as part of Springboard 2011 and a further 2,200 places 
have been made available on ICT programmes under the second phase of Springboard 2012. 

The Plan has also helped to raise awareness of employment opportunities in ICT and there 
was an increase of 20% in CAO first preference applications for Computing courses in 2012. 
There was also an increase of 35% in the numbers of students taking higher level maths in the 
Leaving Certificate following the introduction of bonus points in 2012. 

Other actions provided from in the Plan are also underway including the establishment in 
January 2012 of a high level Academic Industry Foresight Group, chaired by the Chair of the 
HEA and with strong industry high level industry membership. 

20/11/2012WRC00550Access to Higher Education

20/11/2012WRC00600143. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any analysis 
or assessment has been carried out by his Department which projects the likely impact on ac-
cess to higher education by persons in lower socio-economic groups as a result of recent cuts 
to maintenance grants and increases in registration fees; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51337/12]

20/11/2012WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The primary motivation for 
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the Government in taking very difficult budgetary decisions is to retrieve our economic sov-
ereignty and put the economy on a road to recovery. In closing the gap between revenue and 
spending, unpalatable savings measures are necessary and savings for student supports were 
inevitable as part of that. Given the growth in demand for participation in third level, the Gov-
ernment has endeavoured, to the greatest extent possible, to protect disadvantaged students. 

This approach has enabled me to ensure that substantial allocations continue to be made to 
students from lower income backgrounds to achieve an under-graduate qualification to improve 
their job opportunities. Undergraduate students who qualify for a student grant have their stu-
dent contribution paid on their behalf, and therefore the increases in this contribution does not 
impact on those students. Higher income thresholds exist for the payment of a fee grant towards 
the student contribution. Students from families with less than 4 children with a gross income 
of less than €51,380 can qualify for full the student contribution and where the gross income is 
greater than €51,380 but less than €55,920 they can for 50% of the student contribution. This 
ensure that students from the lower socio economic groups are not impacted by the increases in 
the student contribution.

20/11/2012WRC00750Credit Availability

20/11/2012WRC00800144. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the research his De-
partment has regarding the current availability of student loans; the engagement his Department 
has undergone in relation to ensuring colleges offer a direct debit facility for student contribu-
tion fees or the plans he may have to follow this strategy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [50882/12]

20/11/2012WRC00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department, with support 
and advice from the National Treasury Management Agency, met with a number of commercial 
providers in relation to the provision of credit to enable postgraduate students to pursue their 
studies.  A loan system is now in place for such students by Bank of Ireland which is more flex-
ible and affordable than standard unsecured personal loans as the repayment schedule provides 
for a significant period of interest-only payments.  As the loan is variable, the student can pay 
off the balance of the loan early, without any fees or charges, to further reduce the overall cost 
of credit.   Further information on the terms and conditions of the loan is available from the 
bank.

With regards the student contribution, this currently stands at €2,250 and is payable by 
students who qualify under my Departments free fees scheme.  However as the Deputy will be 
aware the contribution is paid by the Exchequer in respect of students who qualify under my 
Department’s student grant scheme.

I have no plans to engage in discussions with regards higher education institutions putting 
direct debit facilities in place.  The HEIs are autonomous bodies and I have no role in their 
day-to-day operational affairs for which the management authority and governing body are 
responsible.

Conscious of financial pressures on families, tax relief provisions have been put in place 
which provide for tax relief at the standard rate of tax for full-time fees in excess of €2,250. In 
addition, my Department, through the Higher Education Authority (HEA), requested institu-
tions to put arrangements in place whereby a student may pay the contribution in two instal-
ments.  I have been assured by the HEA that these arrangements are now in place.
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20/11/2012WRC00950Student Retention Rates

20/11/2012WRC01000145. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether, in order to sustain the current rise in pupil retention rates, current levels of investment 
in education must be maintained at the present levels; and if adequate resources will be made to 
fund programmes that target marginalised students. [51349/12]

20/11/2012WRC01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s recently 
published Report on Retention Rates of Pupils in Second Level Schools, which shows the high-
est number of students ever completing second level education, is a welcome development.  It 
does, of course, place pressure on our teacher numbers at a time of increasing enrolments.  At 
this point I do not propose to give any specific commitment on the current levels of investment 
in education being maintained at present levels.  This is a matter that I will have to consider with 
my colleagues in Cabinet in the context of the next budget.

The Government will endeavour to protect frontline education services as best as possible.  
However, this must be done within the context of bringing our overall public expenditure into 
line with what we can afford as a country.  The challenge will be to ensure that the resources that 
can be provided are used to maximum effect to achieve the best possible outcome for pupils.

20/11/2012WRC01150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

20/11/2012WRC01200146. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills if fee-pay-
ing, non-resident, and non-national primary and secondary boarding school pupils from outside 
of the EU are included in calculating pupil teacher ratios for the purpose of allocating teachers 
paid by his Department. [50883/12]

20/11/2012WRC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department calculates 
the staffing and grant allocations for primary and post primary schools on the basis of the total 
number of ‘recognised’ pupils enrolled in the school on 30 September of the previous year.  The 
criteria used for the allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on my Department’s 
website.  In accordance with Circular 0057/2011, pupils in post primary schools who are from 
outside of the Republic of Ireland on short term placement and in attendance on 30 September 
are not recognised pupils for the purpose of calculating staffing and grant allocations.  A ‘short 
term placement’ refers to any enrolment which is for a period of less than a full school year.

The issue of pupils from abroad studying in Irish schools on a short-term placement mainly 
arises at post primary level due to the age profile of the children concerned.

20/11/2012WRC01350Physical Education

20/11/2012WRC01400147. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
clude physical education on the school curriculum in view of its health benefits and advantages 
in the prevention of issues such as obesity and diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51335/12]

20/11/2012WRC01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Physical education (P.E.) is 
already included in the curriculum at primary level and it also forms part of the Junior Cer-
tificate at post primary level.  At primary level, the P.E. curriculum includes six broad strands 
featuring Athletics, Dance, Gymnastics, Games, Outdoor and adventure activities and Aquatics.  
A minimum of one hour of P.E. per week is recommended for all primary school pupils.
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At junior cycle, P.E. forms part of the new Junior Cycle Framework which I published last 
month.  Promoting physical activity, as well as enabling students to make healthy life choices 
more generally, are reflected in the 24 ‘statements of learning’ that are at the core of the new 
Framework.  P.E. is also one of the short courses that will be developed by the National Council 
for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) for use by schools on an optional basis from 2014.  

At senior cycle, my Department is currently considering two new curricula for senior cycle 
P.E. – one for examination and the other a non-examination curriculum framework.

There are other measures both within and outside of schools that complement the aims of 
the P.E. curriculum.  These include the following: 

- Social Personal and Health Education (SPHE), which is mandatory at primary and as part 
of Junior Cycle, and which stresses the importance of regular exercise and the need for a bal-
anced diet as essential to physical and mental well being. 

- The Active School Flag, launched by my Department in 2009, which seeks to recognise 
schools (both primary and post primary) that provide quality P.E., co-curricular physical activ-
ity and sports programmes for their students.

- Many schools provide extensive programmes of physical activities outside of school hours 
in conjunction with sports organisations such as the Gaelic Athletic Association, Basketball 
Ireland, and the Football Association of Ireland. 

- ‘Sport for All’ Day: my Department promotes the dedication of one day in the school year 
to encourage greater participation in sport at primary school level. 

While schools are playing an important role in promoting physical activity, and thereby con-
tributing to tackling obesity, they cannot be expected to meet this challenge alone.  In particular, 
their efforts must be supported and complemented by parents and the local community, as well 
as other stakeholders, who have a crucial role to play in promoting health and well being in 
general at all stages of the life cycle. 

20/11/2012WRC01550Teacher Recruitment

20/11/2012WRC01600148. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline his 
Department’s forecast in relation to the recruitment of teachers between now and 2016 when an 
extra 80,000 pupils will be in the system; when this recruitment will commence; if these posts 
will be of a permanent stature irrespective of the recruitment embargo; the effect this will have 
on public service reduction in the medium term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51214/12]

20/11/2012WRC01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I agree with the Deputy about 
the challenges faced with rapidly increasing enrolments in our schools.  This is why certain 
budgetary measures regarding teacher allocations have been introduced and further measures 
will be required in future years in order to manage teacher payroll costs.  Teaching resources 
are allocated to schools on a school year basis.  Unlike most other areas of the public service, 
teaching vacancies are being filled in accordance with published Department criteria.  

The number of teaching posts that we can afford to fund in schools in the coming years is 
a matter that I will have to consider with my colleagues in Cabinet in the context of budgetary 
requirements and meeting our obligations under the EU/IMF Programme.
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20/11/2012WRC01750Access to Higher Education

20/11/2012WRC01800149. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
follow up on previous landmark reports on access to and participation in higher education such 
as the 2001 Report of the Action Group on Access to Higher Education in terms of assessing 
current participation rates in higher education across all geographic areas and socio-economic 
backgrounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51212/12]

20/11/2012WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Monitoring of access and 
participation in higher education is ongoing by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) as part 
of work on the current National Access Plan (2008-2013).  Every year, ‘Equal Access’ data on 
the socio-economic background of entrants to higher education is gathered by each higher edu-
cation institution as part of the student registration process.

The HEA are also progressing work on a new study of participation in higher education, 
including further analysis of participation by students from different social backgrounds.  The 
outcome of this study will advise a review of performance on the targets for access for 2013 and 
the development of a new national access plan and targets from 2014.

20/11/2012WRC01950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRC02000150. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the provision of special needs resources in primary schools; his plans to 
maintain such resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51332/12]

20/11/2012WRC02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that this Government is committed to the provision of resources for children with special edu-
cational needs.  The Programme for Government sets out that education will be a priority for 
this Government and that we will endeavour to protect and enhance the educational experience 
of children, young people and students.  Approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Depart-
ment – some €1.3 billion – was spent in support of children with Special Educational Needs 
in 2011.  The provision for the current year is in line with expenditure last year and shows that 
despite the current economic difficulties, the overall level of funding for special education has 
been retained.

In line with this Government’s commitment to frontline services for pupils with special 
educational needs: 

- 10,575 whole time equivalent (wte) Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts are being pro-
vided for primary, post-primary and special schools for the coming school year in order to sup-
port the care needs of pupils with disabilities, of which 8,306 WTE SNAs have been allocated 
to Primary and Special Schools for the 2012/13 school year.

- Approximately 9,950 learning support/resource teacher posts, including those provided un-
der the General Allocation Model, are also being provided in primary and post primary schools 
in order to provide additional teaching support to pupils with special educational needs,of which 
over 7,100 WTE posts are being provided in Primary schools.

- Approximately €1.3m is also provided annually to schools for assistive technology sup-
port, of which almost €1m is provided for Primary and Special schools.

- Over 1,100 teachers are also being provided for in special schools providing teaching to 
pupils with various disabilities at much reduced pupil teacher ratios, for example the autism 
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PTR is 6:1 and the moderate general learning disability PTR is 8:1.

- Early educational intervention is provided for children with autism from 2½ years of age.  
There are now 76 early intervention classes for children with autism attached to mainstream 
schools that are funded by the Department.  Funding is also provided through the home tuition 
programme for children with autism who are unable to access placement in an early interven-
tion class.

This is in addition to funding provided by my Department in respect of school building 
adaptations, special School Transport arrangements and enhanced capitation rates which are 
payable to most special schools and special classes.   

The continued commitment of this Government to special education provision, at a time 
when savings are being required across a range of expenditure areas, has ensured that children 
with special educational needs can continue to have access to educational facilities in line with 
their requirements.  While it is not possible to anticipate future budgetary decisions, my Gov-
ernment is committed to the protection of frontline services for pupils with special educational 
needs.

20/11/2012WRC02150Special Educational Needs Staffing

20/11/2012WRC02200151. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will remove 
the cap on the number of special needs assistants in order to allow resources to be allocated on 
the basis of need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51334/12]

20/11/2012WRC02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports, including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support.  The 
NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of such supports 
and the staffing resources available to my Department.

10,575 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) SNA posts have been made available for allocation 
to schools by the NCSE throughout the current school year, subject to qualifying applications 
being received.  The NCSE allocates a level of SNA support for each school annually, taking 
into account the assessed care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school.  The 
NCSE initially allocated 10,311 WTE SNA posts to schools for the 2012/13 school year in June 
of this year, based on the number of valid applications received and the extent of the care needs 
of qualifying children.  A further 103 WTE SNA posts have since been allocated to schools 
which leave 161 posts available for allocation throughout the school year for new assessments 
of disability, new entrants, or emergency or late applications, in accordance with the terms of 
the SNA scheme.  The NCSE has estimated that based on the experience of last year, these posts 
should be sufficient to meet demand during the school year.

The NCSE has also advised that every child who has met the criteria for access to SNA sup-
port in the current school year to date is in receipt of such support.

Finally, I wish to confirm to the Deputy that this Government remains committed to protect-
ing services for children with special educational needs.  The number of SNA posts available 
for allocation to schools for the 2012/13 school year has been maintained, at a time when there 
has been a requirement to make savings across a range of expenditure areas.
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20/11/2012WRC02350Departmental Contracts

20/11/2012WRC02400152. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way his 
Department’s competitive tendering process for departmental contracts is designed and imple-
mented; if there is a process as part of the competitive tendering process for construction and 
ICT projects to ensure that the maximum number of domestic suppliers-contractors are engaged 
and domestic jobs created; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51267/12]

20/11/2012WRC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): School building projects are 
tendered in line with public procurement procedures.  There are two methods of tendering (the 
Restricted procedure and the Open procedure).  In both procedures there are minimum stan-
dards for participation (including previous experience, turnover, insurances, capacity to obtain 
a bond etc).  The minimum standards for participation are stated in the Contract notice/eTenders 
advertisement. 

For less complex projects of a small to medium scale, the open procedure is generally used 
and all contractors meeting the minimum standards are entitled to submit a tender (thus facili-
tating the inclusion of small to medium enterprises and those with no experience in educational 
projects).  For larger or more complex projects, where it is considered that pre-qualification 
of contractors is warranted, the Restricted procedure is normally used.  In the Restricted pro-
cedure, there is an intermediary qualification stage during which the numbers of applicants is 
reduced (or restricted) to a specified amount (normally 10).  The criteria for suitability assess-
ment, which are taken from the Department of Finance Capital Management Works Framework, 
include company turnover, insurances, capacity to obtain a bond, personnel for the project, pre-
vious experience, and Health and Safety competence.  Guidance on this process and standard 
questionnaires used by the Department are available on my Department’s website. 

In any procurement process, my Department adheres to the rules and guidelines set down 
by the Department of Finance and the EU Commission in relation to public procurement.  This 
includes the Department of Finance Circular 10/10, which aims to remove obstacles to SMEs 
in tendering for public sector contracts.  There is a dedicated website for Irish public tenders 
(http://www.etenders.gov.ie).  This website has been developed as part of the Irish Govern-
ment’s Strategy for the Implementation of eProcurement in the Irish Public Sector.  The site is 
designed to be a central facility for all public sector contracting authorities to advertise procure-
ment opportunities and award notices.  Contractors seeking to tender for public works contracts 
in Ireland are advised to register with this website and monitor it for tendering opportunities.

20/11/2012WRC02550School Curriculum

20/11/2012WRC02600153. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if external exam-
iners will still be used in the new junior certificate cycle; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51323/12]

20/11/2012WRC02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Over time the external Junior 
Certificate examination is to be phased out and externally set, administered and marked exami-
nations will no longer be a feature of the final asessment at Junior Cycle.  During the transition 
period, elements of the external examination will continue to be in place until they are fully 
phased out.  Assessment in the new Junior Cycle will be supported by my Department, the State 
Examinations Commission (SEC) and the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA) in consultation with Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI).

My Framework for Junior Cycle provides information on how I envisage school based as-
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sessment to work in the new context for our schools.  It also highlights the many aspects of 
quality assurance that will be put in place since building a successful school-based assessment 
system, which is professionally engaging for teachers and has the confidence of the general 
public, including students and their parents, will involve a significant period of transition and 
require both quality assurance and support.

20/11/2012WRC02750School Accommodation

20/11/2012WRC02800154. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the nature of the in-
spection carried out on the prefabs purchased for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin 
in December 2010 and the subsequent works carried out on them; and his future plans regarding 
same. [51213/12]

20/11/2012WRC02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A technical inspection of the 
prefabricated accommodation in the school, referred to by the Deputy, was carried out by my 
Department in October 2010.  According to the report provided by the Technical Team, the pre-
fabs were found to be in good condition and well maintained with no major defects or barriers 
to purchase.  A decision was made to purchase the rented accommodation as it provided better 
value for money for my Department. In the period since the purchase, my Department has been 
advised by the school of issues with the accommodation requiring remedial works, which my 
Department has addressed.  My Department will continue to liaise with the school with regard 
to any issues identified and seek appropriate remedial action where necessary.  The Deputy will 
also be aware that the school concerned has an application with my Department for a major 
school project involving school refurbishment and the replacement of temporary accommoda-
tion.  Information in respect of the current school building programme along with all assessed 
applications for major capital works, including this project, is available on the Department’s 
website at www.education.ie.  In view of the financial constraints imposed by the need, as out-
lined in the Five Year Plan, to prioritise available funding for the provision of essential school 
accommodation to meet demographic demand, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a 
further project for the school in question will be progressed.

  Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 125.

20/11/2012WRC03050Seanad Referendum

20/11/2012WRC03100156. Deputy James Bannon asked the Taoiseach when it is planned to hold a referendum 
on Constitution Day at which the people will be asked to approve the abolition of Seanad Éire-
ann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51192/12]

20/11/2012WRC03200158. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach when he expects the proposed refer-
endum on the abolition of Seanad Éireann to take place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [50860/12]

20/11/2012WRC03300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 and 158 together.

No decision has been taken about the date of the referendum on abolition of the Seanad.  
However, I have already made clear to the House that given Ireland’s Presidency of the EU in 
the first six months of next year and the amount of work and attention that this will require, it 
would not be practical to focus on the referendum until after the Presidency has concluded.
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20/11/2012WRC03350Public Service Reform Plan Update

20/11/2012WRC03400157. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the number of bodies that have been abol-
ished or amalgamated by his Department out of the list of bodies listed in the Public Service 
Reform Document of 17 November 2011; the savings or cost in 2012 and the projected savings 
or cost of this programme in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50859/12]

20/11/2012WRC03500The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) is the 
only State body under the aegis of my Department.  The National Economic and Social Devel-
opment Office/National Economic and Social Council (NESDO\NESC) was listed for critical 
review as part of the programme of rationalisation of State agencies, announced by the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform on 17 November 2011.  My Department carried out the re-
view.  The review concluded that the NESDO was no longer required and should be abolished 
and that the NESC should be maintained as the statutory body.  Primary legislation will be 
required to put these recommendations into effect.  

The 2012 allocation to the NESDO/NESC is €2.22 million; which represents a 59% reduc-
tion in funding since 2008 and a 19% reduction since 2010.

Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 156.

20/11/2012WRC03650Companies Statistics

20/11/2012WRC03700159. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach the number of companies oper-
ating here that have 500 employees or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[50861/12]

20/11/2012WRC03800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The latest 
time period for which data is available is 2010.  In that year there were 204 enterprises operat-
ing in Ireland that had 500 persons engaged or greater.  Of these, 162 were public or private 
limited companies and 42 were other legal forms of ownership.

These figures are based on the CSO’s Central Business Register and the following defini-
tions apply:

1. Persons engaged include employees, proprietors and family members.  Employees are 
persons who are paid a fixed wage or salary.  Persons at work or temporarily absent because of 
illness, holidays, strike etc. are included in the definition while persons working on a labour-
only subcontract basis are excluded.  Proprietors and family members are those proprietors, 
partners and members of their families who work regularly in the firm and are not paid a definite 
wage or salary.

2. A public or private limited company is a private or publicly quoted joint stock company 
with limited liability for those owning shares. 

3. Other legal forms of ownership include a) personally owned limited and unlimited liabil-
ity partnerships, b) individual proprietorships which are personally owned and have no limit to 
personal liability and c) other legal forms such as cooperatives, associations etc.
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20/11/2012WRC03850Departmental Staff Promotions

20/11/2012WRC03900160. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach the number of promotions made 
in his Department to principal officer higher scale, principal officer standard scale, assistant 
principal officer higher scale, assistant principal officer standard scale, higher executive officer 
scale, executive officer scale and staff officer scale; the total for all of his Department; if he will 
provide a breakdown for 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51027/12]

20/11/2012WRC04000The Taoiseach: Since January 2009 the number of staff in my Department has reduced 
from 211 (wte) to 198 (wte), i.e. 6% reduction.  The number of staff will further reduce sub-
stantially at the end of the EU Presidency when a number of temporary staff will no longer be 
employed.  My Department’s budget has reduced by 28% since 2009.

There were few promotions to higher grades in my Department since the introduction of 
the moratorium by the Government with effect from 27 March 2009.  The breakdown of these 
promotions is set out in the following tables.

Year: 2009

Number From grade To grade
1 Administrative Officer Assistant Principal Officer

Year: 2010

Number From grade To grade
1 Assistant Principal Principal Officer
1 Higher Executive Officer Assistant Principal Officer

Year: 2011

No promotions took place in my Department to the grades of Principal Officer, Assistant 
Principal Officer, Higher Executive Officer, Executive Officer or Staff Officer.

Year: 2012

Number From grade To grade
2 Assistant Principal Officer Principal Officer
1 Administrative Officer Assistant Principal Officer
1 Executive Officer Higher Executive Officer
3 Clerical Officer Executive Officer
 

 There were a number of up-grading to higher scales in line with the terms of agreements 
between the various unions representing the staff in my Department and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.  Full details are set out in the tables below.  Staff Officer grade 
is only at standard scale, higher scales does not apply to this grade.  No up-grading to higher 
scales took place in my Department in 2009 and 2010.
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Year: 2011

Number From grade To grade
2 Principal Officer (s/s) Principal Officer (h/s)
5 Assistant Principal Officer 

(s/s)
Assistant Principal Officer 
(h/s)

Year: 2012

Number From grade To grade
2 Principal Officer (s/s) Principal Officer (h/s)

20/11/2012WRC04050Departmental Strategies

20/11/2012WRC04100161. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the progress he has made in the imple-
mentation of the action plan which was developed in response to the Organisation Review 
Programme report which was completed in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51451/12]

20/11/2012WRC04200163. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the steps he has taken to make improve-
ments in strategic thinking and planning as envisaged in his Departments Strategy Statement 
2011-2014 [51453/12]

20/11/2012WRC04300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 161 and 163 together.

My Department has made significant progress in implementing the Organisational Review 
Programme Action Plan since its publication in late 2011.

In line with commitments in the ORP Action Plan, my Department published a Strategy 
Statement in April 2012 and a Human Resources Strategy in May 2012.  The Strategy State-
ment sets out eight strategic priorities for the period 2011-2014: Jobs and Growth, Europe, 
Programme for Government, Service, Reform, Trust, Fairness and Peace.  It also identifies 
horizontal action areas including policy capacity, implementation, communications, strategic 
thinking, working with others, incubation and innovation, changing the culture and rebuilding 
trust, and developing our internal capacity.

The Strategy Statement also reflects the significant restructuring of the Department fol-
lowing the election of the new Government in 2011, including establishment of the Economic 
Management Council, a new Cabinet Committee structure, a Programme for Government Of-
fice, an Office of the Tánaiste, a new integrated European Affairs Division, and transfer of staff 
and functions relating to public service reform to the new Department of of Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

The HR Strategy sets out a range of actions to support the achievement of the Department’s 
strategic priorities in the areas of Organisational Structure, HR Planning, Upskilling our Staff, 
Leadership Development, Communication and Consultation, Performance Management and 
Development, and Corporate and Legal Responsibilities.

Through ongoing implementation of the Strategy Statement and the Human Resources 
Strategy, both of which cover the period up to 2014, my Department is responding comprehen-
sively to the issues raised in the Organisational Review Programme.  Specific measures taken 
to date include:
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 - weekly meetings of the Management Advisory Committee (MAC)

 - regular meetings of the MAC with Prinicipal Officers

 - quarterly general staff meetings

 - new ICT shared services initiative with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine

 - completion of a skills availability and needs survey

 - increasing policy analysis capacity available within the Department

 - use of flexible arrangements such as secondments and internships, including for the EU 
Presidency

 - new grade-based and skill development programmes

 - a leadership development programme for senior management

 - occasional ‘lunch and learn’ events for staff

 - improved implementation of PMDS

 - completion of a review of the National Economic and Social Council

 - publication of an annual progress report on implementation of the Programme for Govern-
ment

 My Department has also taken a number of steps to date in response to the commitment in 
the Strategy Statement relating to strategic thinking and planning.  The Department’s capacity 
in this area has been increased through the secondment of staff with relevant skills from the Na-
tional Economic and Social Council and Forfas, as well as the recruitment of a number of staff 
who are part of the new Government Economic and Evaluation Service.  This has enhanced the 
Department’s capacity to support the Taoiseach and the Cabinet Committee system in dealing 
with strategic policy challenges facing the country.

The Department also organised a seminar in May 2012 entitled Perspectives on the Role of 
a Prime Minister’s Department which considered how the Department could best perform as a 
‘strategic centre’ ensuring delivery of the Government’s priorities.  Speakers and participants 
gave an international and external perspective on how to develop the Department’s role in this 
area.  Copies of the presentations are available on the Department’s website.

Specific recent initiatives include the work which the NESC is currently completing on 
a long-term socio-economic vision to underpin effective national transition to a low-carbon 
future by 2050, and the recent visit by former US Congressman Bruce Morrison to advise on 
future immigration and integration issues.

The Department’s Management Advisory Committee regularly reviews progress against the 
commitments in the Strategy Statement and will be leading further initiatives in this area over 
the period up to 2014.

The Department’s Annual Report for 2012 will give an overview of progress on all aspects 
of the Strategy Statement.
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20/11/2012WRD00150Cabinet Committee Membership

20/11/2012WRD00200162. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the Cabinet committees and senior official 
groups on which he or his Department is represented. [51452/12]

20/11/2012WRD00300The Taoiseach: I am a member of the following Cabinet Committees:

Economic Recovery and Jobs

Social Policy

Climate Change and the Green Economy

European Affairs

Economic Infrastructure

Irish and the Gaeltacht

Public Service Reform

Health

Mortgage Arrears

Children’s Rights Referendum (now concluded).

I am also of course a member of the Economic Management Council, which has the status 
of a Cabinet Committee.

My Department is represented on the following Senior Officials Groups:

Economic Recovery and Jobs

Social Policy

Climate Change and the Green Economy

European Affairs

Economic Infrastructure

Irish and the Gaeltacht

Health

Children’s Rights Referendum (now concluded)

Labour Market Issues.

  Question No. 163 answered with Question No. 161.
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20/11/2012WRD00450EU Presidency Expenditure

20/11/2012WRD00500164. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade as part of Ireland’s hosting of the EU Presidency from January 2013, two contracts have 
been signed with two Dublin hotels (details supplied) to provide accommodation for the visit-
ing delegations, the amount of money each of these contracts is costing the taxpayer; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51293/12]

20/11/2012WRD00600165. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade as part of Ireland’s hosting of the EU Presidency from January 2013 contracts have been 
agreed with chauffeur firms, if he will provide the total cost of these five or six contracts to the 
Irish taxpayer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51294/12]

20/11/2012WRD00700   Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 164 and 165 together. 

The requirement for hotel accommodation for incoming delegations attending the eleven 
informal Ministerial meetings in Dublin during the forthcoming EU Presidency was advertised 
for tenders using the Government Procurement Portal www.etenders.gov.ie. The objective was 
to leverage the collective buying power of all Government Departments and Offices for these 
events and thereby secure better value. A good competitive response was received and the 
hotels mentioned in the Deputy’s question were identified as the most economically advanta-
geous for the various events in question. Departments who will be hosting informal Ministerial 
meetings in Dublin will be contracting individually with these hotels for their requirements at 
the tendered rates.  

While the precise number of rooms to be booked will vary between meetings, the Presi-
dency will pay only for the hotel room for the Head of Delegation.                 

Similarly, it was decided in the interests of better competition to have an advertised tender 
for ground transport requirements during the Presidency. A primary competition was held to 
establish a framework of five suitably qualified service providers from whom a range of trans-
port services will be procured by further competitive mini-tenders held by Departments/Offices 
over the coming months as and when needs arise. This framework is open to all Government 
Departments and Offices for their Presidency-related transport requirements. Details of the ar-
rangements may be viewed on the National Procurement Service website www.procurement.ie.

The provision of transport by the Presidency will be strictly controlled. My expectation is 
that, due to the concentration of Presidency events in the Dublin area, and the economies envis-
aged, the accommodation and transport costs for the Presidency will be kept under tight control.

20/11/2012WRD00750Human Rights Issues

20/11/2012WRD00800166. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will make representations regarding the Kurdish political prisoners, including a 
number who are elected members of the Turkish parliament, on hunger strike in Turkish pris-
ons whose health is severely impaired; if he will express concern on the strict isolation of Mr. 
Ocalan as these matters are not helpful in finding a solution for the Kurdish conflict; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51018/12]

20/11/2012WRD00900   Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I 
was pleased to see reports indicating that the hunger strikes by Kurdish prisoners in Turkey 
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ended over the weekend.  I welcome the recent moves made by the Turkish authorities, includ-
ing agreeing to allow family visits to Mr Öcalan, and the submission of a bill to Parliament 
which will allow suspects to use the Kurdish language during their defence statements in trials. 
My firm belief remains that the best way forward has to be through a process of outreach and 
dialogue. I would encourage all sides to redouble their efforts to address the Kurdish issue in a 
peaceful and democratic manner. 

I also urge the Turkish Government to continue reach out to the Kurdish community. The 
escalation of PKK terrorist attacks makes it much harder to reach a solution, but the fight 
against terrorism must be conducted with due regard for human rights. As I stated in this House 
last week, Turkey, as an EU candidate, is expected to uphold the respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms that are core values of the EU. These are issues which will continue to 
be raised in the context of the EU’s ongoing dialogue with Turkey.

20/11/2012WRD00950EU Programmes

20/11/2012WRD01000167. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the new European Endowment for Democracy; the contribution if any, Ireland will 
make to this organisation; Ireland’s representation in the governance of this organisation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51174/12]

20/11/2012WRD01100   Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European Endowment for Democracy (EED) is a new initiative established on foot of a Dec-
laration adopted in December 2011 by the Member States and the EU Institutions that, in the 
words of its Statute, seeks to “to foster and encourage democratization and deep and sustainable 
democracy in countries in political transition and in societies struggling for democratisation”. 
On foot of a Polish initiative, the EED builds on the EU’s strong legacy in the promotion and 
development of democracy across the European continent and beyond. It is a welcome addition 
to the efforts to promote democratic reforms in the Union’s Eastern and Southern neighbour-
hoods.    

The EED is formally established as a private foundation under Belgian law and, as such, is 
not an EU institution.  The Board of Governors of the EED includes representatives from all 
the Union’s 27 Member States. It also includes representatives from the European Parliament, 
the European Commission and the European External Action Service. The Board of Governors 
chooses the EED’s Executive Director and its Executive Committee.  

The EED currently has funding of some €15 million pledged by the Commission and sev-
eral Member States. The money available to the EDD may still increase as the pledging process 
is not closed as yet. Due to current economic and financial circumstances, Ireland is not in a 
position to make a financial contribution to the EED at present.  However the EED Statute 
provides for Member States to make contributions in kind. This enables EU Member States to 
contribute to the EED in a manner which is appropriate to their financial circumstances by or-
ganising seminars and conferences, as well as by sponsoring publications and training. Ireland 
will consider making contributions within this framework as circumstances permit.

Ireland is currently represented on the Board of Governors of the EED by an official in the 
Permanent Representation of Ireland to the European Union who also acts as the Irish delegate 
to the Working Party on Eastern Europe and Central Asia (COEST). 

The first meeting of the EED took place in Brussels last week. At that meeting, the Board 
of Governors elected its Chair, co-opted three members of Civil Society to the Board and ap-
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pointed three non ex-officio members to the Board.

20/11/2012WRD01150Departmental Expenditure

20/11/2012WRD01200168. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the expenditure profile for his Department up to the end of October 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51412/12]

20/11/2012WRD01300   Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): 
Monthly profiles for expenditure and receipts are in place in my Department and performance 
against profile is reported regularly to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
published by the Department of Finance as part of the Monthly Exchequer Statement.   In some 
areas, expenditure and receipts are evenly distributed throughout the year. In other areas there 
are considerable variations that are foreseeable. The profiles as far as possible take account of 
known variations.  

At the end of October, my Department had spent €581.3 m out of a total allocation for 2012 
of €740.2m. This represents 78.5% of the annual allocation. It is expected that the year-end 
out-turn will be within the overall voted amounts.  At the end of October, receipts classed as 
Appropriations-in-Aid were ahead of profile, largely due to increased issues of passports.

20/11/2012WRD01325Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

20/11/2012WRD01400169. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland has embassies physically located in each of the G20 countries, particularly Brazil, 
South Africa, Mexico, Argentina, South Korea, Indonesia, Turkey and Saudi Arabia, and in the 
case of any of these countries where we do not currently have an embassy, if there are plans to 
open embassies in these countries to more accurately reflect the changing nature of the global 
economy. [51465/12]

20/11/2012WRD01500   Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s diplomatic network includes 56 Embassies, 7 multilateral Missions and 10 Consulates 
General. This includes Brazil, South Africa, Mexico, Argentina, South Korea, Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia. Our Ambassador to Singapore is accredited to Indonesia on a non-resident basis.   

The size and scale of our diplomatic network is considered by the Government on an on-
going basis.  Any decision to adjust the State’s external representation by closing, opening or 
relocating missions, will have regard to national priorities and available resources.

20/11/2012WRD01550Trade Missions Issues

20/11/2012WRD01600170. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the proposals, if any, he or a Minister of State in his Department have to participate in trade mis-
sions up to the end of 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51605/12]

20/11/2012WRD01700   Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
programme of Enterprise Ireland trade missions for 2012 was agreed by Minister Bruton and 
me in January. To date, sixteen trade missions have been completed and another two are sched-
uled to take place before the end of the year. Minister of State Costello and I are not planning 
to lead any further trade missions this year.   
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Since becoming Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, I have always sought 
to promote Ireland’s economic interests wherever possible, whether at targeted events organ-
ised by Enterprise Ireland or in the course of broader working visits. 

My colleague, the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Joe Costello TD, has also 
been active in promoting Ireland’s trade interests overseas. In addition to the Enterprise Ireland 
Trade Missions he led to Turkey and Russia in March and June of this year respectively, in 
October he led EI’s Trade Missions to Brazil and participated in Enterprise Ireland trade events 
and business meetings in Rome. This month he led EI’s trade mission to South Africa and he 
will tomorrow conclude a 5 day trade related visit to Ghana and Nigeria.

20/11/2012WRD01750Property Ownership

20/11/2012WRD01800171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown 
by county of the amount of land repossessed by financial institutions since 2009 and the law in 
relation to mineral rights on lands repossessed by financial institutions. [50855/12]

20/11/2012WRD01900   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has ad-
vised me that it does not collate statistics on the amount of land repossessed by financial insti-
tutions.  The Central Bank publishes mortgage arrears and repossession statistics in respect of 
houses only.  The latest figures for end Quarter 2 are available on the Central Bank’s website.   

 Policy and information in relation to mineral rights on lands repossessed is a matter for the 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.

20/11/2012WRD01950Tax Reliefs Availability

20/11/2012WRD02000172. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending tax 
breaks for philanthropists who will make capital investment to particular health projects; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51134/12]

20/11/2012WRD02100   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 848A of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for a scheme of tax relief for donations to eligible charities and other 
approved bodies.   An “eligible charity” means any charity which is authorised in writing by the 
Revenue Commissioners for the purposes of this scheme. An authorisation will not issue unless 
the applicant charity:

- is a body of persons or trust established for charitable purposes only, and 

- applies its income for charitable purposes only, and  

 - has been granted exemption from tax (i.e. assigned a Charity (CHY) number) by the Rev-
enue Commissioners for a period of not less than two years prior to the date of application for 
authorisation.

Therefore, provided the investment made by a philanthropist is made in the form of a dona-
tion to a body that holds charitable tax exemption, it would already qualify for tax relief. 

20/11/2012WRD02150Tax Reliefs Availability

20/11/2012WRD02200173. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will increase the tax 
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relief allowance for home care services to ensure that home care remains a financially viable 
alternative to residential/hospital care for more demanding cases (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51500/12]

20/11/2012WRD02300   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is a longstanding practice of the 
Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on any tax matters that might 
be the subject of Budget decisions.  The Deputy will be aware that tax relief is already available 
at the taxpayers’ marginal rate in respect of the cost of employing a person (including a person 
whose services are provided by or through an agency) to take care of either a family member 
who is totally incapacitated by reason of physical or mental infirmity or a relative who is totally 
incapacitated by reason of physical or mental infirmity. Relative in this context includes a rela-
tion by marriage or civil partnership and includes an individual in respect of whom the claimant 
is or was the legal guardian. 

Tax relief may be claimed on the lower of the actual cost incurred in employing the carer 
or €50,000.

To extend the definition of incapacitation to include old age would not comply with the 
stipulation that an individual must be totally incapacitated by reason of physical or mental 
infirmity. Old age does not necessarily mean infirmity, as many elderly people live active and 
healthy lives. If an elderly person has an illness or is incapacitated, then they would be eligible 
individuals for the purposes of this tax relief. 

I would point out that the Revenue Commissioners indicated in Tax Brief No. 65 of 2006 
that services provided ‘by or through an agency’ includes services provided by or through the 
Alzheimer’s Society of Ireland and Home Instead Senior Care.

20/11/2012WRD02350IBRC Expenditure

20/11/2012WRD02400174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount the Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation has set aside for repaying overcharged Anglo Irish Bank customers. 
[50850/12]

20/11/2012WRD02500   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In its interim report of June 2011, the 
Bank disclosed that it had made a provision of €67m following an internal review of historical 
interest rate setting procedures as applied to certain loan accounts. I have been advised that this 
internal review, which was conducted in 2010, addressed the period from 1996 to 2004, to de-
termine whether interest rates applied to customer loan accounts were consistent with the terms 
of the customer loan documentation.    

I have been informed that the Bank is nearing completion of this project and has made re-
funds to affected customers. The total cost of the refunds is now estimated at €45m to €50m.

20/11/2012WRD02550IBRC Legal Cases

20/11/2012WRD02600175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the statute of limitations 
applies to the Irish Bank Resolution Corporations repayment of overcharged Anglo Irish Bank 
customers. [50851/12]

20/11/2012WRD02700   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of whether or not the statute 
of limitation applies to any specific scenario is a legal question, to be determined by a Court on 
the basis of the relevant legislation, the specific fact set and applicable timelines. I have been 
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informed that following the Bank’s historical interest rate review project, undertaken in 2010, a 
decision was taken by the Bank not to rely upon the Statute of Limitations as a defence to any 
of those claims, even in circumstances where a valid claim for reimbursement of overcharged 
interest appeared to be out of time. However, the Bank is entitled to rely on the Statute of Limi-
tations in certain circumstances as a defence to certain other claims. 

20/11/2012WRD02750IBRC Investigations

20/11/2012WRD02800176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will identify the indepen-
dent verifier used by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in calculations on which refunds to 
Anglo Irish Bank customers were based; and if he will outline the information that formed the 
basis of their calculations. [50852/12]

20/11/2012WRD02900   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by IBRC that the 
Historical Interest Rate Review project, carried out a tender process for the appointment of an 
external advisor to conduct an independent third party review of the project. KPMG were sub-
sequently appointed and carried out their review in two phases during 2011.   Phase 1 covered 
the period 1996 to 2004 and KPMG reviewed the following:

- Project set up 

- Resourcing 

- Project governance 

- Review of criteria for including / excluding accounts 

- Testing of the calculation process including independent recalculation of a sample of af-
fected loans

- Testing of the compounding process 

During Phase 2 KPMG carried out an independent recalculation of a sample of loans from 
1990 to 1995.

20/11/2012WRD02950Tax Yield

20/11/2012WRD03000177. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the 0.6% levy 
on private pensions, the amount that has been collected to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [50993/12]

20/11/2012WRD03100178. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance regarding the 0.6% levy on 
private pensions, the amount of moneys collected and the amount that has been spent of the 
creation of jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50994/12]

20/11/2012WRD03200179. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the 0.6% levy on 
private pensions, if he will provide a detailed breakdown of the amount of money earmarked for 
job creation that was spent in Waterford city and county; the number of jobs created as a result 
of this spending in Waterford city and county; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[50995/12]

20/11/2012WRD03300   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 177 
to 179, inclusive, together. 
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The Government introduced a temporary levy on funded pension schemes and personal 
pension plans in order to fund the measures introduced in last year’s Jobs Initiative. 

The measures introduced as part of the Jobs Initiative   include a new 9% VAT rate on certain 
activities, the halving of the lower rate of PRSI and small amounts of additional current and 
capital expenditure. 

Receipts from the pension levy amounted to €463 million in 2011. As of the end-October, 
total receipts from the pension levy this year amount to €490 million. This is broadly in line 
with the amounts anticipated to be collected over the period.

As regards the resources available for job creation these are detailed in the Revised Esti-
mates for Public Services 2012 which was published earlier this year. Further details on specific 
measures can be provided by the relevant Ministers.

Employment data are presented in net terms and information on gross flows into and out 
of employment is not available, making it difficult to assess the number of jobs created by any 
policy initiative. For these reasons, it is not possible to provide figures on the number of jobs 
created by the Jobs Initiative in Waterford City and County. 

Notwithstanding that quantifying the impact is difficult, I am confident that the measures in-
troduced by the Government in May last year, such as reducing the rate of VAT in the high value 
added tourism sector, are playing an important role in both creating and sustaining employment. 
Encouragingly, there are signs of stabilisation in labour market conditions as evidenced by the 
standardised unemployment rate estimated from the live register. 

Finally, I want to reiterate that addressing the difficulties in the labour market remains the 
Government’s biggest challenge and, accordingly, the Government is giving its highest priority 
to job protection and job creation.

20/11/2012WRD03350Budget 2013

20/11/2012WRD03400180. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance his views on the possibility of 
reforming the budget process to take into account the impact that budget 2013 announcements 
have on the retail industry in the run up to the Christmas period; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51002/12]

20/11/2012WRD03500   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of the concerns about the 
impact of the current Budget timetable on Christmas trading volumes. The budget generally 
takes place in the first week of December in order to ensure that it is underpinned by the most 
robust data available including the very significant proportion of corporation and income tax 
revenues that are paid into the Exchequer in November. This enables an assessment of what 
impact revenue collection in the key month of November might have on budgetary plans for 
the following year.   

That said, one of the reforms underway at European level concerns the bringing forward 
of a common budgetary timeline which will require that draft budgets be made public no later 
than 15 October each year. At this point, this new timeline seems likely to “kick-in” from 2013.  

This means that much of our existing budgetary process, which is traditionally completed 
in the first week of December, will have to be finalised earlier in the year. While this will pose 
challenges for all concerned, effective action will be taken to ensure that we remain in full com-
pliance with these requirements.
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20/11/2012WRD03550Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRD03600181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of letters that were 
issued by AIB to former employees of the bank requesting that they take a voluntary reduc-
tion in their pensions; the number of responses received by AIB to these letters; the number 
of responses that indicated the person would take a reduction and the percentage of reductions 
involved; the number of responses that have refused to accept a redundancy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51024/12]

20/11/2012WRD03700   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): AIB has informed me that it is in an 
on-going process of writing to former senior executives of both AIB and EBS requesting a vol-
untary reduction in their pension levels. The individuals served in senior management, lending 
or control positions across the institutions during the period 2005-2008. AIB is not disclosing 
the names of the individuals on confidentiality grounds but the Bank has to date issued in excess 
of 20 letters. The bank is not in a position to release information on former employees without 
the express consent of the individuals. The bank has, to date, received a number of responses 
from the individuals concerned. Given this is an ongoing process from a tax, legal and Revenue 
perspective the Bank is not in a position to confirm the levels of reductions involved to date.

20/11/2012WRD03750Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRD03800182. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the name of the company 
currently conducting the review into bankers remuneration; the date on which this company re-
ceived the contract to undertake the review; the details of the tendering process used in award-
ing this contract; the total cost of the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51025/12]

20/11/2012WRD03900   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy should note that I have 
already provided the information he seeks when responding to his parliamentary question of 15 
November 2012 (Ref No 50590/12) on the same subject.  For his convenience I am including 
the information below.

“The Deputies will be aware that my Department is presently engaged in a Review of Re-
muneration Practices and Frameworks at the covered institutions.  I have recently engaged, as 
I informed the Opposition Spokespersons on Finance, the services of Mercer (Ireland) Lim-
ited following a limited competitive tender competition to assist my Department in bringing 
this exercise to a conclusion.  The estimated cost of the review, at this stage, is approximately 
€120,000.

The object of the review is to thoroughly review all remuneration practices at the covered in-
stitutions with the object of simplifying remuneration and compensation structures, discourag-
ing excessive risk-taking and to better align pay and reward to long term value creation.  Present 
Government policy on remuneration dictates that no employee, at the covered institutions may 
receive more than €500,000 (excluding pension contributions) per annum and remains in force. 

Numerous engagements by my officials and Mercer have taken place since the awarding 
of the contract.  I am expecting the consultant’s report to be delivered by year end whereupon 
consultations with the various stakeholders will commence.  As I have said previously, I fully 
recognise that there is a real public interest in the levels of remuneration at the covered in-
stitutions and have committed to placing the details underpinning the review into the public 
domain”.
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20/11/2012WRE00150Ministerial Allowances

20/11/2012WRE00200183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
availed of the dual abode allowance for Ministers in each year since it was introduced; the value 
of the allowance that was availed of each year; the Ministers who availed of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51026/12]

20/11/2012WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that the dual abode al-
lowance was introduced as and from the income tax year 1966/67. The allowance was granted 
under Rule 3 of Schedule 2 to the Income Tax Act 1967, now section 114 of Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997.   

Section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, which was inserted by the Finance 
Act 2011, placed on a formal statutory basis the long-standing and accepted obligation of the 
Revenue Commissioners to treat all taxpayer information confidentially. For reasons of confi-
dentiality, the Revenue Commissioners cannot reveal the identities of the claimants of the dual 
abode allowance.

Statistics relating to the number of persons who availed of the dual abode allowance are 
available from the tax year 1998/199 onwards and are as follows:

Year Number of Claimants Cost
1998/1999 19 €160,570
1999/2000 19 €142,134
2000/2001 10 €79,943
2001 Short tax year no details 

available
2002 18 €95,051
2003 19 €109,540
2004 13 €63,448
2005 18 €93,471
2006 18 €107298
2007 16 €88,335
2008 19 €74,770
2009 14 €74,996
2010 11 €86,665
2011 13 (to date) €112,661

20/11/2012WRE00350Credit Unions Regulation

20/11/2012WRE00400184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of countries in the 
OECD in which there are term limits or prohibitions on whom can serve on credit union boards 
enshrined in primary legislation. [51047/12]

20/11/2012WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am not aware of other OECD countries 
which set out terms limits and board restrictions in primary legislation.  The Commission on 
Credit Unions was charged with bringing forward recommendations for the Irish credit union 
sector. It was not bound to limit its thinking to approaches in place in other financial sectors or 
in other jurisdictions. The Report is tailored to the Irish credit union system and does not apply 
‘banking’ thinking nor does it slavishly import models from other international credit union 
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movements. 

I understand that the Commission recommendation on term limits was the subject of much 
discussion at the Commission and the final agreed recommendation is clear and unambiguous 
as regards the limits to apply.  The Commission recommendation is reflected exactly in the 
Credit Union Bill 2012.

This issue was raised during the second stage of the Credit Union Bill 2012 and I have indi-
cated that I will give consideration to the issue of term limits at Committee Stage. However, it 
is important that the principle of board renewal is retained in the legislation. 

20/11/2012WRE00550Public Sector Pensions Expenditure

20/11/2012WRE00600185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff who re-
tired since 2008 in receipt of pension payments of between €100,000 and €200,000, between 
€200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 and the number with more than €500,000 
at each of the covered banking institutions, the National Treasury Management Agency and 
National Asset Manaement Agency. [51066/12]

20/11/2012WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The institutions referred to in your ques-
tion have supplied me with the following information: Due to data protection legislation I can-
not release personal data and therefore I can only supply the information in the following table 
in response to the question. It includes all staff in AIB, BOI, PTSB, IBRC, NTMA, and NAMA.

- Number of staff retired since 2008 in receipt 
of pension payments  of over €100,000

Total 47

20/11/2012WRE00750Public Sector Pensions Expenditure

20/11/2012WRE00800186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of current staff 
who will receive pension payments on retirement of between €100,000 and €200,000, between 
€200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 and the number with more than €500,000 
at each of the covered banking institutions, the National Treasury Management Agency and 
National Asset Management Agency. [51067/12]

20/11/2012WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In relation to your enquiry regarding the 
number of current staff who will receive pension payments on retirement of between €100,000 
and €200,000, between €200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 and the number 
with more than €500,000 at each of the covered banking institutions, the National Treasury 
Management Agency and National Asset Management Agency.   

Unfortunately, it is not possible to accurately forecast entitlements given the huge number 
of variables involved and then provide this on a comparable basis. For example in one insti-
tution there are 12 different pension schemes with 12 different sets of terms and conditions. 
Further given the fluidity of the current employment situation in the institutions e.g. the current 
schemes for early retirements and voluntary redundancies, freedom of personnel to leave on 
notice and the individual nature of retirement packages especially at executive level (transfer in 
arrangements), it is not possible to forecast figures in relation to future entitlements.

While the trustees of the schemes have actuarial models which allow them to forecast the 
financial state of the various schemes, these models are not available to my department and the 
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institutions rely on their pension trustees for forecasting.

In addition to the points above, due to the small number of individuals in some institutions, 
even if it were possible to calculate the data, it would not be possible to release the information 
due to data protection constraints on personal data.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government has commissioned a Remuneration Review 
across the covered banks and this is designed to inform future policy recommendations in this 
area.

20/11/2012WRE00950Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRE01000187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff that are on 
a total remuneration package including pension payments, allowances and benefits of between 
€100,000 and €200,000, between €200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 and the 
number with more than €500,000 at all of the covered banking institutions, the National Trea-
sury Management Agency and National Asset Management Agency. [51068/12]

20/11/2012WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The institutions referred to in your ques-
tion have supplied me with the following information: 

- Number of 
staff on total 
remunera-
tion package 
(incl pension 
payments, 
allowances 
and benefits  
of between 
€100,000-
€200,000

Number of 
staff on total 
remunera-
tion package 
(incl pension 
payments, 
allowances 
and benefits  
of between 
€200,000-
€300,000

Number of 
staff on total 
remunera-
tion package 
(incl pension 
payments, 
allowances 
and benefits  
of between 
€300,000-
€400,000

Number of 
staff on total 
remunera-
tion package 
(incl pension 
payments, 
allowances 
and benefits  
of between 
€400,000-
€500,000

Number of 
staff on total 
remunera-
tion package 
(incl pension 
payments, 
allowances 
and ben-
efits  of over 
€500,000

AIB 1,159 85 8 10 0
BOI 1,110 102 32 10 20
PTSB 164 11 4 1 0
IBRC 190 24 12 0 7
NTMA 52 9 4 1 0
NAMA 88 3 2 0 0
Note 1: The data from AIB and IBRC is as of Nov-12, PTSB’s data refers to Dec-11 while 

BOI data is as of September 30th, 2012

Note 2: BOI has estimated total remuneration by taking base salary and adding 26% as an 
estimate of potential non-salary benefits such as pension provision and allowances. This esti-
mate is in the absence of individualised assumptions and estimates regarding an individual’s 
usage of/eligibility for certain potential benefits. 

Note 3: NAMA and  NTMA figures do not include pension contributions. Pension contribu-
tions are not paid to individual employees, they are paid into the pension scheme.

As the Deputy will no doubt be aware the covered institutions have announced plans to 
reduce staff costs. AIB, BOI, IBRC and PTSB have announced voluntary severance schemes. 
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Further information on these schemes can be found in the interim reports of the individual in-
stitutions.

AIB has reduced pay and benefits of higher earners by between 7.5% and 15% in H2 2012; 
AIB’s defined benefit pension scheme is to close from end 2012 for future service and other 
long standing staff benefits have been withdrawn. For other staff a pay freeze has been in opera-
tion since 2008 and the bank is in discussion with the IBOA to extend this to 2014. 

Remuneration costs at IBRC have also been reduced as I disclosed in my response to PQ’s 
48607/12 and 48608/12. 

As the Deputy will also be aware my Department has engaged Mercer to carry out a detailed 
review of remuneration across the covered banks. The results of this review are expected by the 
end of the year. 

20/11/2012WRE01150Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRE01200188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff at each of 
the covered banking institutions who have received bonuses of between €100,000 and €200,000, 
between €200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 and the number with more than 
€500,000 since the introduction of the excess bank remuneration charge and the total revenue 
raised each from this charge since its introduction.  [51069/12]

20/11/2012WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The institutions referred to in your ques-
tion have supplied me with the following information in relation to bonuses paid to staff since 
the introduction of the excess bank remuneration charge: 

- AIB BOI PTSB IBRC
Number of 
staff who have 
received bo-
nuses between 
€100,000-
€200,000 since 
introduction 
of excess bank 
remuneration 
charge

0 n/a 0 0

Number of 
staff who have 
received bo-
nuses between 
€200,000-
€300,000 since 
introduction 
of excess bank 
remuneration 
charge

0 n/a 0 0
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- AIB BOI PTSB IBRC
Number of 
staff who have 
received bo-
nuses between 
€300,000-
€400,000 since 
introduction 
of excess bank 
remuneration 
charge

0 n/a 0 0

Number of staff 
who have re-
ceived bonuses 
over €500,000 
since introduc-
tion of excess 
bank remunera-
tion charge

0 n/a 0 0

I am advised by the covered institutions who have disclosed information above that the total 
amount raised from the excess bank remuneration charge in respect of bonuses is zero.

Note: Bank of Ireland is unable to supply the details in the timeframe. However, it is the 
Minister’s understanding that they are in compliance with agreements with the State which pro-
hibit bonuses save in exceptional circumstances such as meeting obligations on foot of a court 
order or pre-existing contractual commitments.

20/11/2012WRE01350Public Sector Pensions Expenditure

20/11/2012WRE01400189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff from the 
Department of Finance who retired since 2008 and are in receipt of pension payments of be-
tween €100,000 and €200,000, between €200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 
and the number with more than €500,000. [51070/12]

20/11/2012WRE01500190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff on a 
total remuneration package including pension payments, allowances and benefits of between 
€100,000 and €200,000, between €200,000 and €300,000 and €300,000 and €400,000 and the 
number with more than €500,000 at the Department of Finance. [51071/12]

20/11/2012WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 
and 190 together.

Since 2008 four people have retired from the Department of Finance who are in receipt of 
an annual pension greater than €100,000 and less than €200,000 which is paid from the Super-
annuation Vote. There were no retirees with annual pensions greater than this.  Current staff 
members are not in receipt of any remuneration package other than salary payments as set out 
in Circular 28/2009 which details the payscales for general civil service grades and grades com-
mon to two or more Departments and is available on www.circulars.gov.ie 
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20/11/2012WRE01650VAT Rates Application

20/11/2012WRE01700191. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a refund 
of VAT in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51080/12]

20/11/2012WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that an appli-
cation for a refund of VAT was received from the person concerned on 28 August 2012. This ap-
plication was in respect of the purchase of a wind turbine and related site works. The refund of 
VAT in respect of wind turbines is governed by the Value-Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (Flat-rate 
Farmers) Order 2012. This order stipulates that in order to qualify for a refund of VAT, equip-
ment must be named on the Triple E Product Register which is a public database maintained by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) containing a list of products which comply 
with the energy efficiency criteria of that Authority.   

The particular equipment purchased in this case was not on the SEAI Triple E Register at the 
time the application was made. In the circumstances the application for the refund was refused 
and the person concerned was advised of the reason for refusal. 

I can confirm that the SEAI Triple E Product list is being updated to include, among others, 
the equipment identified in the VAT refund application.  When this is done, officials from my 
Department will contact the person concerned to inform him of the change.  Revenue has in-
formed me that the application may then be resubmitted and the refund processed accordingly.

20/11/2012WRE01850Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRE01900192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
in tabular form of the number of staff for each covered institution earning a total remunera-
tion package including pension payments, allowances including travel, accommodation, enter-
tainment, car and related expenses and benefits of between €100,000 and €200,000, between 
€200,001 and €300,000, between €300,001 and €400,000, between €400,001 and €500,000; and 
the number with more than €500,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51096/12]

20/11/2012WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The covered institutions have supplied 
me with the following information in relation to total remuneration: 

- AIB BOI IBRC PTSB
Number of staff 
on total remu-
neration pack-
age (including 
pension pay-
ments, allow-
ances, expenses 
and benefits  
of between 
€100,000-
€200,000

1,159 1,110 190 164
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- AIB BOI IBRC PTSB
Number of staff 
on total remu-
neration pack-
age (including 
pension pay-
ments, allow-
ances, expenses 
and benefits  
of between 
€200,001-
€300,000

85 102 24 11

Number of staff 
on total remu-
neration pack-
age (including 
pension pay-
ments, allow-
ances, expenses 
and benefits  
of between 
€300,001-
€400,000

8 32 12 4

Number of staff 
on total remu-
neration pack-
age (including 
pension pay-
ments, allow-
ances, expenses 
and benefits  
of between 
€400,001-
€500,000

10 10 0 1

Number of staff 
on total remu-
neration pack-
age (including 
pension pay-
ments, allow-
ances, expenses 
and benefits  of 
over €500,000

20 7 0

Note 1: The data from AIB and IBRC is as of Nov-12, PTSB’s data refers to Dec-11 while 
BOI data is as of September 30th, 2012. 

Note 2: BOI has estimated total remuneration by taking base salary and adding 26% as an 
estimate of potential non-salary benefits such as pension provision and allowances. This esti-
mate is in the absence of individualised assumptions and estimates regarding an individual’s 
usage of/eligibility for certain potential benefits. 



Questions - Written Answers

390

As the Deputy will no doubt be aware the covered institutions have announced plans to 
reduce staff costs. AIB, BOI, IBRC and PTSB have announced voluntary severance schemes. 
Further information on these schemes can be found in the interim reports of the individual in-
stitutions.

AIB has reduced pay and benefits of higher earners by between 7.5% and 15% in H2 2012; 
AIB’s defined benefit pension scheme is to close from end 2012 for future service and other 
long standing staff benefits have been withdrawn. For other staff a pay freeze has been in opera-
tion since 2008 and the bank is in discussion with the IBOA to extend this to 2014. 

Remuneration costs at IBRC have also been reduced as I disclosed in my response to PQ’s 
48607/12 and 48608/12. 

As the Deputy will also be aware my Department has engaged Mercer to carry out a detailed 
review of remuneration across the covered banks. The results of this review are expected by the 
end of the year.

20/11/2012WRE02050VAT Rates Application

20/11/2012WRE02100193. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance rather than increasing the 
tax on fizzy drinks, if it would be more prudent to remove or reduce the VAT from the sugar free 
drinks to encourage persons to switch to a healthier option; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51124/12]

20/11/2012WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
constrained by the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  For 
tax neutrality purposes the same VAT rate must apply to beverages such as soft drinks, fruit 
juices, smoothies and bottled water, regardless of their sugar content. While it is possible to ap-
ply a reduced VAT rate to soft drinks, this would have to apply to all beverages, including soft 
drinks with sugar and would be costly to the Exchequer.  However, it is not possible to apply a 
reduced rate to sugar free soft drinks, while applying the standard rate to soft drinks with sugar.  
The application of the same VAT rate to these beverages is consistent across the EU.  Prior to 
1992 bottled waters and fruit juices had applied at the zero rate, but were made subject to the 
standard rate from 1 November 1992 in order to correct the competitive anomaly, as the similar 
competing products such as soft drinks were standard rated.

20/11/2012WRF00150Banking Sector Issues

20/11/2012WRF00200194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 314 of 18 September 2012, if he will clarify the present valuation of Permanent TSB, 
noting that its free circulation shares are currently trading at two to three cents each; if he will 
confirm if any recent valuation of the company, other than a valuation based exclusively on the 
current share price, has been undertaken, and if so, if he will provide the results of that valua-
tion and the present valuation of the State’s interest in Irish Life and the basis for the valuation. 
[51139/12]

20/11/2012WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I invested on behalf of the State €2.3 
billion in Permanent TSB Group Holdings (formerly Irish Life & Permanent Group Holdings) 
in July 2011 in return for 36,249,014,972 ordinary shares (at an issue price of €0.06345 per 
share), amounting to 99.24% of the shares in issue.  The shares are held at their nominal value 
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in the Finance Accounts.  Permanent TSB plc also issued €0.4 billion of convertible contingent 
capital notes, with an annual coupon of 10%, to the Government as part of the recapitalisation 
of the Group.  Interest payments of €40 million were received by the State in July 2012.

As the Deputy will be aware, the State paid consideration of €1.3 billion to acquire a 100% 
interest in Irish Life in June 2012.  The shares are held at this value in the Finance Accounts and 
do not get revalued on a regular basis.  In arriving at the consideration agreed in March 2012, 
we reviewed all information available to us from the sales process which was postponed in late 
2011, developments since that time in Irish Life and the Irish economy, movements in industry 
peer group valuation multiples and improvements in bond yields, particularly in Ireland.  We 
are not aware of any recent issues or events which would materially impact any valuation of 
Irish Life, positively or negatively, but cannot be definitive as the circumstances change on a 
continuous basis.

20/11/2012WRF00350National Pensions Reserve Fund Administration

20/11/2012WRF00400195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 314 and 315 of 18 September 2012, if any more recent valuation of the National 
Pension Reserve Fund’s interest in Allied Irish Banks and Bank of Ireland has been undertaken 
since the Goodbody valuation of the interests at an overall total of circa €8 billion at 31 De-
cember 2011, in view of the results of both banks for the six months to 30 June 2012, if a more 
recent valuation has been undertaken and, if so, if he will provide the results of that valuation.  
[51140/12]

20/11/2012WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA), as Manager of the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF), 
that no valuation of the shareholdings in Allied Irish Banks and preference share holdings in 
Bank of Ireland held by the National Pensions Reserve Fund in Allied Irish Banks and Bank 
of Ireland has been undertaken since the Goodbody valuation as at 31 December 2011, which 
was finalised in May 2012.  The shareholdings are valued at fair value in accordance with the 
accounting policies adopted by the Fund.  The NTMA is currently in the process of engaging an 
independent valuation adviser to provide an independent fair value of the NPRF’s sharehold-
ings in Allied Irish Banks and of its preference shareholdings in Bank of Ireland.  This valuation 
forms part of the preparation of the Financial Statements and Annual Report for the Fund for the 
year ended 31 December 2012 and is expected to be completed in early 2013.

20/11/2012WRF00550NAMA Property Sales

20/11/2012WRF00600196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the policy 
adopted by the National Asset Management Agency with respect to reducing rents to commer-
cial tenants, who are facing financial distress, of buildings under the control of NAMA borrow-
ers or its receivers. [51144/12]

20/11/2012WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Asset Management Agency 
approves requests for rent easement or abatement from its debtors where a tenant demonstrates 
that the rent payable under a lease is in excess of current market levels and that the viability 
of a business is, as a consequence, threatened.  By the end of October 2012, the Agency had 
received 273 rent abatement applications through debtors/receivers: 210 had been approved, 4 
were refused, 9 were non-Agency or otherwise inapplicable and the remaining 50 were under 
review at that point.  Some 159 applications have been received since the Agency’s Guidance 
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Note on Upwards Only Commercial Leases was published last December.  Since the start of 
the year, NAMA has approved cumulative rent reductions through debtors/receivers of over €6 
million, bringing the total rent savings to date since inception of this initiative to approximately 
€9.7 million with a further €3.4 million currently under review.  NAMA proactively works 
through debtors/receivers to facilitate rent abatements where the contractual rent is in excess 
of prevailing market rates and where, as a consequence, the viability of tenant businesses is 
undermined.  NAMA’s Guidance Note on Upwards Only Commercial Leases is available on its 
website, www.nama.ie.  The Agency engages with industry representative bodies in the retail 
sector to promote understanding of the Guidance Note and its applicability.

20/11/2012WRF00750Commercial Rent Reviews

20/11/2012WRF00800197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the policy 
adopted by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in which he is the sole shareholder of 100% 
of the shares and on the board of which he has seconded a person (details supplied), with re-
spect to reducing rents to commercial tenants, who are facing financial distress, of buildings 
under the control of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation borrowers or its receivers. [51145/12]

20/11/2012WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The overriding mandate of IBRC is to 
maximise the recovery of loans on behalf of the State and to wind down over time.  The un-
derlying approach of the Bank is to work constructively with each borrower on an individual 
basis.  I have been advised that the tenancy arrangements for commercial properties, financed 
by IBRC, are principally governed by contractual lease agreements between the borrower (or 
receiver) as landlord and the lessee (tenant).  In circumstances where IBRC receives a request 
from a borrower (or receiver), to add its consent to an amendment to lease terms, agreed with 
the lessee, typically a payment concession in terms of a lower rent or a rental holiday, the Bank 
will undertake a thorough review through its multi-faceted credit processes.  This will include 
a comprehensive assessment of the individual tenant’s financial profile and underlying business 
circumstances, in order to assess fully their ability to meet their existing contractual obligations.  
I have asked IBRC to review NAMA’s policy guidance on upward-only rent reviews to see if 
IBRC could implement this policy guidance or a variation of this policy guidance.  I understand 
this matter is under consideration by the Bank.  I should also note that the person referred to has 
not been seconded to the board of IBRC but to the bank’s senior management team as the Head 
of Market Solutions.

20/11/2012WRF00950Commercial Rent Reviews

20/11/2012WRF01000198. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the policy 
adopted by Allied Irish Banks in which he is the shareholder of 99.8% of the shares and is re-
sponsible for the appointment of persons (details supplied) as public interest directors on that 
bank’s board, with respect to reducing rents to commercial tenants, who are facing financial 
distress, of buildings under the control of AIB borrowers or its receivers [51146/12]

20/11/2012WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by AIB that it is commit-
ted to operating its business activities on a commercial basis as it seeks to protect its economic 
interests.  As such, the bank approaches each particular situation on a case-by-case basis to 
ensure the appropriate outcome is achieved.  In the case of commercial properties, the legal 
relationship that exists is typically between the borrower and the commercial tenant.  As such 
AIB does not typically have remit to intervene in this contractual relationship directly.  How-
ever, where the bank does become involved in restructuring individual cases,  AIB will examine 
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and explore options with its borrowers with a view to structuring the best long-term economic 
outcome given current economic conditions for all parties.

20/11/2012WRF01150Fiscal Policy

20/11/2012WRF01200199. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if discussions have taken 
place between him and his Department and the finance programme troika regarding the exten-
sion to the target year by which the State gets its deficit below 3%; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [51149/12]

20/11/2012WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, review 
missions to Ireland by the three external partners - the EU, the ECB and the IMF (the Troika) - 
take place each quarter as part of the regular review process of our EU-IMF programme.  The 
eighth review mission took place from Tuesday, 16 October to Thursday, 25 October last.  In 
line with each of the previous quarterly reviews, Ireland has met all of the commitments and 
our continued strong programme implementation has been recognised by the Troika.   My col-
league, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Brendan Howlin, and I met the 
EU-IMF delegation during the recent quarterly review of the EU-IMF Programme of Financial 
Support for Ireland.  These meetings were also attended by senior officials from both Depart-
ments.  A wide range of topics was covered at these meetings, including financial reforms, 
structural reforms, economic developments and the progress of the Programme.  The fiscal 
consolidation path, in terms of extending the period, was not discussed. 

We have agreed a timeline for correction of the deficit by 2015 with the European authori-
ties. The fiscal consolidation path is set out in the Council Implementing Decision 2011/77/
EU of 7 December 2010, and any change to this would require ECOFIN Council of Ministers 
agreement.  In addition, the Deputy should recall that we previously secured an extension of this 
timeline from 2014 to 2015.  Any further extension of the fiscal consolidation timeframe would 
most likely mean a higher peak debt ratio and more of the State’s resources going towards debt 
servicing costs.  Both the debt and debt servicing costs are at a very high level already.  It is 
important they are stabilised and then reduced as quickly as possible.  The State entered into 
excessive deficit in 2008.  Based on the current plan, the State will be in excessive deficit for 
seven years, coming out of it only in 2015.  This is a long period of time to be running deficits 
in excess of 3% of GDP.  The Government is of the view that a 2015 deadline for correcting the 
deficit strikes the right balance between allowing the economic recovery to take hold but at the 
same time restoring sustainability to the public finances in a phased, timely manner.  The cur-
rent consolidation strategy is delivering on its main aim of reducing the deficit and Government 
is of the view that it would not be wise to change course at this point.

20/11/2012WRF01350Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRF01400200. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 44 on 7 November 2012, if he will provide the salary paid to the chief executive officer 
of the National Asset Management Agency, Mr. Brendan McDonagh, in each of the calendar 
years 2009, 2010, 2011 and an estimate for the full year 2012; and if he will provide a listing 
and quantification of any additional benefits paid; and in respect of any expenses allowance, if 
he will confirm if such allowances are paid only in respect of vouched and receipted expendi-
ture.  [51153/12]

20/11/2012WRF01500201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 46 on 7 November 2012, if he will confirm if the chief executive officer of the National 
Asset Management Agency, Mr. Brendan McDonagh, is employed on a temporary contract; the 
date on which this contract was entered into; the termination date of this contract; and if he will 
quantify any termination payments provided for under the contract.  [51154/12]

20/11/2012WRF01600202. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 46 on 7 November 2012, if the chief executive officer of the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency, Mr. Brendan McDonagh, is employed on a continuing or permanent contract and 
if he will quantify any termination payments provided for under the contract.  [51155/12]

20/11/2012WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 200 to 
202, inclusive, together.

I am informed by NAMA that the remuneration packages of the NAMA chief executive is 
published in NAMA’s Financial Statements and included in its Annual Report which is avail-
able at www.nama.ie.  It is summarised in the following table:

- 2011 2010
Salary  €430,000 €430,000
Taxable benefits (car and 
health insurance)

€24,483 €23,036 

The application of the 15% reduction requested by the Minister brings the Chief Execu-
tive’s salary to €365,500.  The increase in taxable benefit in 2011 relates to inflation increases 
applied by the health insurance provider.  The Chief Executive waived any consideration for 
performance-related pay in respect of 2010 and 2011.  The Chief Executive was appointed to 
his position on 22 December 2009.  His contract as NAMA Chief Executive is a specified pur-
pose contract, linked to the lifespan of NAMA.  There are no termination payments linked to the 
ending of this contract.  The NTMA does not operate an expense allowance for any employee, 
including the CEO of NAMA.  Any expenses, wholly and necessarily incurred in the perfor-
mance of duties, are reimbursed.

20/11/2012WRF01750Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

20/11/2012WRF01800203. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 129 of 8 November 2012, if he will consider an investment scheme that applied 
to all businesses below a certain size, so that this would not skew the market towards one area, 
and would not risk starving larger companies of capital in view of the fact that the amounts 
being considered would be relatively low say something similar to the film section scheme for 
example but not confining the relief to one’s own tax band.  [51161/12]

20/11/2012WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
provision of a tax incentive to micro businesses which would be more attractive than that avail-
able under the Employment and Investment Incentive.  As indicated in my previous response 
to the Deputy on this topic, EII is already available to the majority of SMEs including micro 
businesses. My concern in relation to providing a more attractive tax incentive for micro busi-
nesses is that it would draw investments away from other small businesses that do not meet the 
definition of a micro business which includes having less than 10 employees.  It is likely that 
any incentive scheme that is more attractive than another, in terms of tax relief or reduced risk, 
would draw investors in the first instance to it.  Only where such investors had access to greater 
amounts of capital to invest than allowed under the terms of the more attractive scheme, would 
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they consider making other investments.  In this regard, it is worth pointing out that the high 
earners’ restriction imposes a limit on the amount of specified tax reliefs that can be claimed in 
a single tax year of €80,000 or 20% of adjusted income, whichever is higher.

20/11/2012WRF01950Universal Social Charge Payments

20/11/2012WRF02000204. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if contractors from outside 
the State who are on contracts with the State agencies and Department have to pay the universal 
social charge for the duration of their contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51180/12]

20/11/2012WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to con-
tractors engaged under contracts for services; i.e. who are self-employed. The position is that 
the tax and USC status of contractors from outside the State who are on contracts with State 
agencies and Departments, is dependent on whether they are resident in the State and the place 
where the trade or profession is exercised.  An individual who is tax-resident in the State for a 
tax year is liable to Irish tax including USC on his or her worldwide income for that tax year.  
An individual who is non-resident in the State for the tax year in respect of which tax and USC 
liabilities are to be calculated is, for that tax year, liable to Irish tax including USC on his or 
her income derived from any trade or profession exercised in the State.  Further details on the 
Universal Social Charge are available from the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie/en/tax/usc/
index.html.

20/11/2012WRG0010020/11/2012WRG00150Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRG00200205. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the remuner-
ation packages, including salary, benefits, pension contributions, bonus or incentive payments/
schemes and any temporary or other types of allowances, for the chief executives of Allied Irish 
Banks, Bank of Ireland, Permanent TSB, IBRC and for the chief executive of the National Trea-
sury Management Agency and the National Assets Management Agency. [51230/12]

20/11/2012WRG00300   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been provided with the fol-
lowing information of current remuneration packages for the Chief Executives of Allied Irish 
Banks, Bank of Ireland, Permanent TSB, IBRC, National Treasury Management Agency and 
the National Assets Management Agency: 

. Salary 
€(‘000)

Pension 
€(‘000)

Other ben-
efits/ re-
muneration 
€(‘000)

Amount 
Waived

Total €(‘000)

AIB 425(1) 63.75 - - 488.75
Bank of Ire-
land(2)

690 174 34 (67)(3) 831

IBRC 500 125 38 - 663
Permanent 
TSB

400 60 - - 460(4)

NTMA 416.5(5) -(6) 28.6(7) - 445.1(8) 
NAMA 365.5(5) -(6) 24.5(7) - 390(8)
Notes:
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1) Current salary of the AIB CEO following a voluntary 15% reduction in September 2012.

2) BoI totals as disclosed in 2011 Annual Report.

3) The voluntary waiver has been extended until 31 December 2012 and the BoI CEO has 
also foregone some pension benefits.

4) PTSB CEO also received vouched expenses of €52,034 in 2012 to compensate him for 
costs incurred in relocating to Ireland.

5) The salary amounts relating to the CEO’s of the NTMA and NAMA shown in the table 
are after the application of a 15% salary reduction. 

6) The Public Service Pension Deduction is applied to the Chief Executives of the NTMA 
and NAMA. They are members of the NTMA defined benefit superannuation scheme and as 
members of the scheme prior to 1 January 2010 their pension benefits are based on final salary. 
The pension benefits of members who joined the scheme on or after 1 January 2010 are based 
on career average earnings. Unlike most public pension schemes which are funded on a pay 
as you go basis, the NTMA superannuation scheme is a funded scheme. Pension entitlements 
are within the standard entitlements in the model public sector defined benefit superannuation 
scheme. Pension contributions are not paid to individual employees – they are paid into the 
scheme. The level of potential pension payments to members is dependent on length of service, 
based on final salary or career average earnings, with 1/80th of salary accruing for each year of 
service.

7) Taxable benefits of NTMA and NAMA CEOs relate to car and health insurance as dis-
closed in 2011 annual reports. 

8) The Chief Executives of the NTMA and NAMA waived any consideration for perfor-
mance related pay in respect of 2010 and 2011.

20/11/2012WRG00350Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRG00400206. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in detail 
the remuneration package paid including salary, benefits, pension, bonus and incentives, in-
cluding the potential to establish a bonus and or incentive scheme, and any other non-standard 
benefits or allowances for the new chief risk officer of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation and 
if he will confirm when he approved the package. [51231/12]

20/11/2012WRG00500   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The annual report & accounts of IBRC 
outlines in detail the remuneration of its individual directors and the aggregate compensation 
details of its key management personnel. Mr Kevin Blake, in his capacity as the Bank’s CRO, 
is included in key management personnel and therefore details of his individual remuneration 
package are not disclosed. I have been advised by IBRC that there are no bonus or incentive 
payments/schemes in place for any of the directors, key management personnel or staff of the 
Bank. The package was approved on the 11th June as required under the Relationship Frame-
work.

20/11/2012WRG00550Banking Sector Remuneration

20/11/2012WRG00600207. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in detail 
the remuneration package paid including salary, benefits, pension, bonus and incentives, in-
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cluding the potential to establish a bonus and or incentive scheme, and any other non-standard 
benefits or allowances for the new chief risk officer of AIB; and if he will confirm when he ap-
proved the package. [51232/12]

20/11/2012WRG00700   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by AIB that the terms 
and conditions of all new staff appointments made by AIB are completed in strict accordance 
with the various agreements on pay and remuneration between AIB and the Minister for Fi-
nance entered into as part of the recapitalisation process of the bank. These agreements include 
a total remuneration limit of €500,000 annually for an individual, excluding pension payments. 
AIB has confirmed to me that it is fully compliant with these restrictions and including pension 
payments the bank does not have any staff member earning in excess of €500,000 per year. Ad-
ditionally, the Bank does not operate a bonus system for staff and there is no executive incentive 
scheme in place at the bank.   Any relevant disclosures in relation to individual remuneration 
packages of Senior Executives are contained in the Bank’s published accounts.  The Minister 
is not required to approve the remuneration packages of individual appointments prior to ap-
pointment. 

The Chief Risk Officer’s appointment was approved by the Central Bank on 6 February 
2012.

20/11/2012WRG00750Departmental Expenditure

20/11/2012WRG00800208. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown, in tabular form, of expenditure by Revenue on hospitality during the recent Volvo 
Ocean Race in County Galway, including sums spent on use of sailing craft or boats, travel, 
accommodation, food, drink, entertainment and other associated costs; if he will specify the 
persons or groups who benefited from this hospitality and to what end; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51243/12]

20/11/2012WRG00900   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that no expenditure was incurred by Revenue on hospitality during the recent Volvo 
Ocean Race in Galway.

20/11/2012WRG00950Credit Unions Regulation

20/11/2012WRG01000209. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible under the 
Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act of 2010, which facilitates the permanent interference with 
rights, including property rights, to reduce the pension rights of retired senior management 
within the said institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51257/12]

20/11/2012WRG01100   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will appreciate that this is 
a highly complex legal area involving possible interference with an individual’s constitutional 
rights. Pensions are generally taken to be deferred income and any action to reduce a pension in 
payment needs to be comprehensively founded lest it run the risk of being considered an unjust 
attack by the State on the property rights of individuals affected by the proposed legislation.  In 
a general way, the intent of the Credit Institutions (Stablisalation) Act (CISA) 2010 is to oper-
ate its provisions at a system level to permit the imposition of obligations on credit institutions.  
Accordingly, while individuals may be affected by the operation of CISA, the scope for it being 
used in the manner the Deputy suggests is severely limited.
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20/11/2012WRG01150Mortgage Debt

20/11/2012WRG01200210. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total amount of mort-
gage debt the Bank of Ireland has surrendered in the Republic of Ireland to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51262/12]

20/11/2012WRG01300   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would like to advise the Deputy that 
Bank of Ireland have supplied me with the following statement in response to your PQ. In-
cluded in the response is an additional disclosure to its Interim accounts, stating that the Group 
now advises that it recorded an accounting write off amounting to €2.3 million of its impair-
ment provisions in respect of Residential Mortgages in the Republic of Ireland in the six months 
ended 30 June 2012. 

Bank of Ireland Statement:

“The level of disclosure that Bank of Ireland gives on its Irish Residential Mortgage portfo-
lio has been favourably commended by investors and market commentators.

Bank of Ireland gives significant and comprehensive disclosure on its provisioning policies 
per pages 124-126 of its Annual Report for the year to 31 December 2012.  There have been no 
material changes to these policies since then.  Bank of Ireland gives significant and comprehen-
sive disclosure on its asset quality including in connection with Retail Ireland residential mort-
gages in pages 25-29 of its Interim Report for the 6 months to 30 June 2012 and gives further 
significant and comprehensive disclosure on its Retail Ireland Residential Mortgage portfolio 
in pages 107-117 of that Interim Report including that it had formally restructured or modified 
15,861 mortgages at that date.  The Bank also has a significant number of informal temporary 
arrangements with customers.

In its Interim Management Statement issued to the Stock Market on 13 November 2012 
Bank of Ireland commented on its Irish Residential Mortgage book as follows:

“We continue to actively focus on credit quality and our exposures to the Irish SME sector 
and our Irish Mortgage book continue to be key priorities.  With regard to our Irish Mortgage 
book, the pace of arrears formation has continued to reduce and we have continued to formally 
restructure and modify a significant number of customer mortgages on a sustainable basis.  86% 
of those customers whose mortgages are currently in formal restructure or modification are 
fully meeting their revised arrangements”.

Bank of Ireland is conscious that this question was also asked at Bank of Ireland’s appear-
ance at the recent meeting of the Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Expenditure and Reform 
on 1 November 2012 and Bank of Ireland came in for some criticism in relation to its response 
to that question.  Bank of Ireland wishes to put this matter into context.  

In such public appearances the Bank wishes to be as open as possible with members of the 
Committee.  It must also, however, be conscious of its responsibilities as a public company to 
adhere to the disclosure obligations of the various Stock Exchanges where the Bank is listed, 
including disclosure of matters the Bank considers to be commercially sensitive.  On this occa-
sion, as previously, Mr Boucher stressed this responsibility, for the information of Members, in 
his opening remarks:

“The Bank is a public company that is subject to the listing rules of the Irish, London and 
New York stock exchanges.  The presentation is a public document and is presented under the 
rules of the aforementioned stock exchanges.  All comments I make are governed by the stock 
exchange disclosure rules.”  
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The Bank’s appearance before the Committee on 1 November 2012 was prior to it giving 
a Trading Update to the Stock Exchanges which was released to the markets on 13 November 
2012 and on 13 November 2012, in conjunction with its Trading Update, the Bank successfully 
launched the first public non-Government guaranteed bond issued by an Irish Bank since 2010 
raising €1billion in the process.  There would be very strict disclosure obligations prior to, at 
the time of and post events such as these. 

Spokespersons for the Bank cannot make incremental accounting disclosures for prior ac-
counting periods unless they are described as being such when being made and have been ex-
tensively verified before being made.

Consistent with its accounting policies, the Group only writes off debt once all avenues to 
recover the loans have been exhausted.  In the case of Residential Mortgages in the Republic 
of Ireland, this happens after the property has been repossessed/sold and all other means of 
recovering any residual amount owing have been exhausted.  As an additional disclosure to its 
Interim accounts, the Group now advises that it recorded an accounting write off amounting to 
€2.3 million of its impairment provisions in respect of Residential Mortgages in the Republic 
of Ireland in the six months ended 30 June 2012.

Bank of Ireland has made several appearances in front of Oireachtas Committees in recent 
years and has at all times, provided significant information and sought to be helpful and coop-
erative in such engagements.  On the occasion of the previous appearance with the Committee 
on Finance, Expenditure and Reform in September 2011, members of the Committee were 
publicly complimentary on the openness and comprehensive nature of the contributions from 
the Bank.

On the most recent occasion the Bank, once again, welcomed the opportunity to update 
members of the Committee on progress made by Bank of Ireland on its strategic objectives and 
to provide as much detail as possible on the Group’s business.  In this respect the Bank submit-
ted, in advance, a detailed 31 slide presentation on its business and also responded to a lengthy 
questionnaire issued by the Committee.  

Bank of Ireland is very much conscious of the support provided by the taxpayer, has always 
acknowledged this, and wished to provide an update on progress to a shareholder represent-
ing 15% of the Group’s stock.  In his opening remarks Mr Boucher stressed this point at some 
length:  with specific reference to slide 27 in the presentation he said:

“As investors and representatives of the taxpayer, we try to demonstrate [to you] what the 
taxpayer is getting out of its support for Bank of Ireland.  Our first task is to reduce the risk 
to the taxpayer from support provided by the taxpayer.  We believe the capital we have raised, 
the restructuring and deleveraging, the cost-reduction programmes we have undertaken, the 
agreement of our EU viability and restructuring plans, and the enhancement of our franchises – 
including the franchise in the UK, further protected by the extension of the Post Office contract 
– have been a very important part of reducing the risk to the taxpayer.  The most significant 
contingent liability the taxpayer has is in respect of the eligible liabilities guarantee or ELG.  
Through a range of initiatives, particularly deleveraging and increasing our deposit franchises, 
we have reduced the liabilities under the ELG from €136 billion at their peak in September 
2008 to €36 billion at the end of June.  They will have reduced further since that date.  Bank of 
Ireland notes that the ELG is due to expire on 31 December and we are prepared for that.

The State invested €4.8 billion in cash in Bank of Ireland in the period up to June 2012, and 
Bank of Ireland returned €2.5 billion in cash to the State in that period.”

The presentation also noted rules governing profit disclosure, forward guidance etc at Page 
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2.

The issues of disclosure and commercial sensitivity arose on a number of occasions during a 
lengthy hearing and Mr Boucher attempted to explain that, while wanting to be helpful, he was 
operating under disclosure obligations that inevitably constrained his ability to respond in full 
to some questions.  At one point in the transcript during an exchange where Mr Boucher was 
explaining this point he said:

“I apologise if I sound pedantic but I operate under strict rules.”

The Bank understands the frustration expressed by some members of the Committee, in 
particular in relation to a perceived inconsistency with the position of other witnesses appearing 
before it.  Bank of Ireland cannot speak for other institutions but stresses that it has always been 
and must continue to be entirely consistent on its obligations as a public company.  

The Bank regrets the frustration expressed by members of the Committee in this respect but 
asks for the Committee’s understanding of the Bank’s public company obligations and the Bank 
again reiterates its willingness to participate in the public engagement process including with 
Oireachtas Committees.  

The Bank would also ask that any consideration of this matter include a review of the 
Bank’s presentation and submission as well as the full transcript of a lengthy hearing where, the 
Bank believes, it attempted to put important and relevant information on the public record and 
to help the Committee’s deliberations.” 

20/11/2012WRG01350Tax Reliefs Application

20/11/2012WRG01400211. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Finance the date on which the 65 year 
limit for DIRT exemption was introduced; when did the exemption become automatic other 
than be subject to an application for a refund.  [51268/12]

20/11/2012WRG01500223. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the date on which the 
DIRT exemption for those over 65 years of age was introduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51407/12]

20/11/2012WRG01600   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 
and 223 together. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, from the time Deposit Interest Reten-
tion Tax (DIRT) was first introduced in the tax year ended 5 April 1987, where an individual or 
their spouse was aged over 65, they were exempt from DIRT where their total annual income 
did not exceed the exemption limit.  In such cases the individual was entitled to apply to the 
Revenue Commissioners for a refund of the DIRT deducted from the deposit interest paid. 

In April 2007, this exemption became automatic (i.e., the interest is paid gross by the finan-
cial institution) on the submission of a declaration to the financial institution where the account 
is held.  To qualify for the automatic exemption, the individual must declare on form DE1 that 
they or their spouse or civil partner are aged 65 years or over during the year and—

1. in the case of an individual who is single,  his or her  total annual income does not exceed 
the current exemption limit of €18,000, or

2. in the case of an individual who is married or in a civil partnership, the joint total annual 
income of the individual and his or her spouse or civil partner does not exceed €36,000.
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Where the individual’s circumstances change following the submission of this declaration 
form, they are required to notify the financial institution to that effect. 

Where a person’s income exceeds the relevant exemption limit by a small amount, he or she 
will not be entitled to the exemption but may be entitled to a partial refund of the tax deducted.

20/11/2012WRG01650Credit Unions Regulation

20/11/2012WRG01700212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51278/12]

20/11/2012WRG01800213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the Credit 
Union Bill 2012, the requirement of credit unions to have a remuneration committee appears 
to indicate that the directors of the future will be paid for their service and will impose further 
costs on credit unions and sound the death knell for voluntarism in the movement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51281/12]

20/11/2012WRG01900214. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
proposal in the Credit Union Bill 2012 to introduce term limits and overly restrictive conditions 
on board membership will have huge implications for recruitment of new directors in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51286/12]

20/11/2012WRG02000215. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether 
there are major difficulties surrounding the implementation of the Credit Union Bill 2012 which 
requires the prior approval of the Central Bank of Ireland of nominees going forward for elec-
tion to officer position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51287/12]

20/11/2012WRG02100216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
restrictions in the Credit Union Bill 2012 on the tenure of the chair as well as the additional re-
sponsibility of monitoring their fellow directors will cause serious difficulties for credit unions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51288/12]

20/11/2012WRG02200   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
to 216, inclusive, together. 

The Credit Union Bill 2012 is consistent with the Final Report of the Commission on Credit 
Unions, which was agreed over a nine-month period by all Commission members, including the 
Irish League of Credit Unions. The Credit Union Bill delivers on over 60 of the recommenda-
tions in the Commission Report.

I am aware of the concerns expressed on the provisions of the Bill regarding term limits, the 
role of treasurer and board membership, notwithstanding that the Bill implements the Commis-
sion’s agreed recommendations on these issues.

I will reflect on the matters raised during the second stage debate on the Bill, including those 
raised on behalf of the Irish League of Credit Unions. I look forward to the opportunity to dis-
cuss constructive amendments from Deputies at Committee stage.

20/11/2012WRG02250Intestate Estates Issues

20/11/2012WRG02300217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 210 of 13 November 2012, if he will confirm the gross amount that has been escheated 
to the State under section 73 of the Succession Act 1965, a description and quantum of costs 
deducted, and the names of the deceased who have given rise to the €0.28 million net receipts 
to the Intestate Estates Fund Deposit Account.  [51370/12]

20/11/2012WRG02400   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Gross amounts totalling €0.39 million 
have been paid into the Intestate Estates Fund Deposit Account in the period covered by the 
Deputy’s question. This sum includes an amount of €0.038 million which was not included in 
my reply of 13 November 2012.   During this period costs amounting to €7,584 were paid out 
representing advertising and legal costs. An audit fee of €1,551 was also paid to the C & AG. 
Amounts were also repaid during this period where next of kin came forward.  

The Deputy also asked for the names of the deceased who gave rise to these payments. 
There were a total of 256 deceased. I do not believe that it would be appropriate to publish their 
names.

20/11/2012WRG02450Banking Operations

20/11/2012WRG02500218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 205 of 13 November 2012, if he will confirm if 100% of the transfer of €1.1 bil-
lion to the Allied Irish Bank pension fund was required to fund the bank’s early retirement and 
voluntary severance programme; and if not, the quantum required to fund a pre-existing deficit. 
[51371/12]

20/11/2012WRG02600   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): AIB has informed me that the transfer 
of the €1.1bn portfolio of loan assets was made using arm’s length valuations by two indepen-
dent external parties and was agreed by both the Trustee and the Board of the Bank. There was 
a very significant discount applied to the nominal value of the €1.1bn loan assets. AIB has not 
publicly disclosed the discount applied to the loan portfolio on commercial grounds. The full 
value of the discounted loan portfolio was required to facilitate the early retirement programme.  
The transfer of these assets to the pension fund was needed in order to facilitate the early retire-
ment component of the voluntary severance program of the bank. The early retirement scheme 
created a Minimum Funding Standard deficit in the pension fund which was bridged by the 
transfer of the assets. Had the transfer of assets not taken place, the early retirement component 
of the voluntary severance could not have proceeded as it would have required a cash contribu-
tion from the bank. The voluntary severance scheme in the bank overall is expected to result 
in annual savings to AIB in excess of €200m which is a critical component of AIB’s return to 
viability.

This transaction was approved by the Board of the bank’s deleveraging committee which 
includes non-voting observers from the department of Finance and the Central Bank.

20/11/2012WRG02650Banking Sector Redundancies

20/11/2012WRG02700219. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 205 of 13 November 2012, if he will confirm that a €440,000 average payment to the 
pension fund in respect of each of the 2,500 roles at Allied Irish Bank identified for redundancy 
was required in order to secure the voluntary redundancy of each of the 2,500. [51372/12]

20/11/2012WRG02800   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by AIB that the 
transfer of the €1.1bn portfolio of loan assets was made using arm’s length valuations by two 
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independent external parties and was agreed by both the Trustee and the Board of the Bank. 
There was a very significant discount to the nominal value of €1.1bn.  The transfer of these 
assets to the pension fund was needed in order to facilitate the early retirement component of 
the voluntary severance program of the bank. The early retirement scheme created a Minimum 
Funding Standard deficit in the pension fund which was bridged by the transfer of the assets. 
Had the transfer of assets not taken place, the early retirement component of the voluntary sev-
erance could not have proceeded as it would have required a cash contribution from the bank. 

The voluntary severance scheme in the bank overall is expected to result in annual savings 
to AIB in excess of €200m which is a critical component of AIB’s long term return to viability.

20/11/2012WRG02850Banking Sector Redundancies

20/11/2012WRG02900220. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 205 of 13 November 2012, if he will set out the terms offered to the 2,500 employ-
ees whose roles have been identified for voluntary redundancy, if he will include the number 
of weeks redundancy for each week of service; and if there is any cap on the sums payable. 
[51373/12]

20/11/2012WRG03000   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the bank that 
the terms of its voluntary severance programme agreed up to 31st March 2014 were a severance 
payment of four week’s pay per year of service including statutory entitlement or, three week’s 
pay per year of service plus statutory entitlement. The individual staff member, if accepted to 
leave the organisation under the scheme, is able to choose which option suits their particular 
circumstances.  These payments are subject to a cap of the lesser of two years annualised salary, 
including all pensionable elements, or €225,000. These terms applied in the United Kingdom 
also apart from a payment cap of £190,000.

In relation to the Voluntary Early Retirement the scheme was voluntary and open only to 
staff in the AIB Group Scheme (DB Scheme) that were at least 50 years of age at 31st Decem-
ber 2012 and whose normal retirement date did not occur before this date. Hybrid members of 
the DB Scheme and members of the AIB Group Defined Contribution scheme were not eligible 
to apply for early retirement.

20/11/2012WRG03050Tax Code

20/11/2012WRG03100221. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the current 
rules in respect of discretionary trust tax; the procedure for compliance with this tax in respect 
of persons deceased in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51376/12]

20/11/2012WRG03200   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that in the absence of details of a specific case it is only possible to reply in general 
terms.    The assets in a Discretionary Trust are chargeable to Discretionary Trust Tax when the 
settlor dies or when the youngest “Principal Object” of the trust attains the age of 21 years. In 
this context, “Principal Object” is defined as the settlor’s spouse, civil partner, child of a civil 
partner or child of a pre-deceased child. The assets are chargeable to Discretionary Trust Tax 
while they remain in a Discretionary Trust. 

Discretionary Trust Tax is chargeable as follows:

(i) A once-off 6% charge on the value of the assets in a trust
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Where the trust is created during the lifetime of the settlor (assuming there are no Principal 
Objects under the age of 21 years) the tax becomes chargeable at the date of death of the settlor.

Where there are Principal Objects under the age of 21 years, the tax becomes chargeable on 
the date on which the youngest of the Objects attains the age of 21 years or, if later, when the 
administration of   the estate has been completed and the extent of the residue has been ascer-
tained.

In the case of a Discretionary Trust created under the terms of the will of the settlor, the tax 
becomes chargeable when the administration of the estate has been completed and the extent of 
the residue has been ascertained.

(ii) An annual 1% charge arising on 31 December of each year on the value of the assets of 
the trust at that date (assuming there are no Principal Objects under the age of 21 years). Where 
there are Principal Objects under the age of 21 years, the tax becomes chargeable on 31 De-
cember in the year in which the youngest of the Objects attains the age of 21 years or, if later, 
when the administration of   the estate has been completed and the extent of the residue has been 
ascertained. This 1% charge does not apply in a year where 31 December occurs in the twelve 
months immediately following the date on which the 6% charge arose. 

Discretionary Trust Tax returns (Form IT4 for the 6% initial charge and Form IT32 for the 
1% annual charge) must be filed together with payment of the tax due, within these time limits:

- For the initial once-off charge; within 4 months of the due date.

- For the annual 1% charge; within 4 months of 31 December of each year.

20/11/2012WRG03250Central Bank of Ireland Properties

20/11/2012WRG03300222. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance his future plans for the current 
Central Bank of Ireland headquarters on Dame Street, Dublin, following the announcement that 
the Central Bank of Ireland plans to complete construction of the planned new headquarters for 
Anglo Irish bank at North Wall Quay, Dublin and to relocate to the building as its headquarters; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51396/12]

20/11/2012WRG03400   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under section 6B of the Central Bank 
Act 1942, the Central Bank may sell, lease or otherwise dispose of land held by the Bank when-
ever the Central Bank Commission considers that the land is no longer required for the purpose 
of enabling the Bank to perform its functions.  I would advise the Deputy that I have no function 
in the matter of accommodation arrangements at the Central Bank.

However, I have been informed by the Central Bank that they own all the buildings they 
occupy on Dame Street and on College Green and that it will be a number of years before the 
Central Bank fully vacates these premises. They have also informed me that the possible future 
use of these premises has not yet been discussed in detail.

  Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 211.

20/11/2012WRG03475Banking Operations

20/11/2012WRG03500224. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 207 of 13 November 2012, in which he stated that included in the Prudential Capi-
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tal Assessment Review is an estimate of defined benefit deficits under both base and adverse 
scenarios, if he will set out in respect of Allied Irish Bank, the estimated financial quantum of 
defined benefit scheme deficits estimated for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 in both the base and 
adverse scenarios. [51423/12]

20/11/2012WRG03600   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that it is unable to disclose this information due to the provisions of Section 
33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942.

20/11/2012WRG03700Tax Collection

20/11/2012WRG03750225. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance if it is still the case that Revenue 
will only ask for a medical certificate when assessing incapacitated child tax credit claims with 
a first claim when it is not obvious that the incapacity is of a serious and permanent nature; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51444/12]

20/11/2012WRG03800226. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is ap-
propriate for Revenue to ask the parents of a Down’s Syndrome child who are claiming inca-
pacitated child tax credits to provide medical evidence that their child is incapacitated; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51445/12]

20/11/2012WRG03900   Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 225 
and 226 together.

On the basis of the information provided; it is possible to answer these questions only in 
general terms. I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that requests for documentary 
supporting evidence is an ongoing feature of their compliance programmes that seek to ensure 
that only those properly entitled to make a claim for tax credits, reliefs, repayments, etc. do so.

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that options available to an individual 
who is either unhappy with how Revenue has dealt with his or her case or who disputes a Rev-
enue refusal of a claim are set out in Revenue’s Leaflet CS4 a copy of which may be found at 
www.revenue.ie.

Finally, if the Deputy has a specific case in mind, he may wish to send the details to Revenue 
for their consideration.

20/11/2012WRH00150VAT Rates Application

20/11/2012WRH00200227. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to make defibril-
lators a zero rated or VAT exempt item in Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51448/12]

20/11/2012WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
constrained by the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  Defi-
brillators, other than implantable defibrillators, are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 
23%.  There is no provision in VAT law that would make it possible to exempt from VAT or 
apply a zero rate to the supply of such products.  Under the EU VAT Directive, Member States 
may retain the zero rate on goods and services which were in place on 1 January 1991, but can-
not extend the zero rate to new goods and services. 
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20/11/2012WRH00350Mortgage Resolution Processes

20/11/2012WRH00400228. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will advise on a mort-
gage situation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; the options available to 
the person concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51478/12]

20/11/2012WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will appreciate that it would 
not be appropriate for me to advise or comment on individual cases, however the key advice 
for any mortgage holder experiencing difficulties with their mortgage is to engage at an early 
stage with their bank.    

From an overall public policy perspective, a number of steps have been taken to protect 
all homeowners experiencing mortgage difficulty.  The Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on 
Mortgage Arrears is a key protection and provides that each bank must put in place a formal 
Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process to deal with its mortgage customers who are in arrears or 
pre-arrears and for the establishment of dedicated arrears support units and appeals processes 
to handle such cases.  The Code highlights the importance of a borrower contacting their lender 
when they are in arrears or pre-arrears.  A key protection is a 12 month moratorium on action 
by lenders.  The Central Bank has published a guide for consumers on mortgage arrears called 
‘Mortgage Arrears – A Consumer Guide to Dealing with your Lender’ and this is available on 
the Central Bank website:  

http://www.centralbank.ie/regulation/processes/consumer-protection-code/Documents/
Consumer%20Booklet%20-%20FINAL%20Feb%202011.pdf .   

The Government is committed to advancing appropriate measures to assist those mortgage 
holders who are experiencing real and genuine difficulty.  In this regard, the Government is now 
actively implementing the main recommendations contained in the ‘Keane Report’.

 A number of significant milestones have now been achieved:-

- The Personal Insolvency Bill was published last June and the Bill has been progressed by 
the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence and Dáil Report stage on the Bill has recently 
concluded.  

- The Minister for Housing and Planning has formally launched the “mortgage to rent” 
scheme on a nationwide basis;

- Lenders have now provided details to the Central Bank on their proposed forbearance and 
loan modification options for appropriate cases.  The roll out of these options commenced in the 
final quarter of this year with Central Bank oversight; 

- Also an extensive independent mortgage advice framework has now been put in place by 
the Minister of Social Protection comprising (i) an enhanced website www.keepingyourhome.
ie (ii) a Mortgage Arrears information helpline, and (iii) the provision of free independent ‘one-
to-one’ professional financial advice to borrowers when considering a long term forbearance/
resolution offer from their lender.  The list of accountants providing this service is located on 
the www.keepingyourhome.ie website.

The general policy issue of mortgage arrears is of the utmost importance to Government and 
in recognition of this, the Taoiseach is chairing a special Government committee on mortgage 
arrears to oversee the overall Government response to tackle the problem. In addition to this, 
a high level Steering Group, chaired by the Department of Finance, is continuing to drive the 
implementation of the recommendations set out in the Inter-Departmental Group on Mortgage 
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Arrears (the ‘Keane Report’) at official level.

20/11/2012WRH00550NAMA Staff Remuneration

20/11/2012WRH00600229. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the non-pay al-
lowances made to the National Asset Management Agency executives and employees, includ-
ing the provision of cars, private health insurance, credit cards for entertaining and moving 
allowances; if he will list each separate allowance paid in individual detail, including car type, 
insurance premia, sums allowed on credit cards and types of health policies.  [51486/12]

20/11/2012WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Asset Management Agen-
cy (NAMA) has no employees.  Rather, under Section 42 of the NAMA Act 2009, the Na-
tional Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) assigns staff to NAMA.  I am informed by the 
NTMA that a company car and health insurance are included in the remuneration package of the 
NAMA CEO. The value of these benefits (€24,483 in 2011) is published in NAMA’s Financial 
Statements included in its Annual Report which is available on the website www.nama.ie.  Car 
allowances and health insurance are included in the remuneration packages of a limited number 
of NTMA staff assigned to NAMA. Credit cards are provided for legitimate business expenses 
only to a limited number of staff, subject to receipts being submitted. Entertainment allowances 
are not provided. Relocation expenses, subject to receipts, have been given in a limited number 
of cases where the NTMA has recruited people to NAMA from abroad.

20/11/2012WRH00750Bank Charges

20/11/2012WRH00800230. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of customers 
affected and the total value of bank fees and interest refunded to customers in respect of AIB’s 
review of mortgage and loan repayments which fall due on non-calendar dates; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51501/12]

20/11/2012WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by AIB that as a result 
of its review of mortgage and loan repayments which fall due on non-calendar date’s 27,894 
accounts were impacted with €117,502 of bank fees and interest refunded to customers.   The 
issue related to loan repayments falling due on the 29th, 30th or 31st of a month which did not 
include those calendar days.

The Terms & Conditions on Personal Loans and Mortgages stated that if a customer’s re-
payment was due on a day the Bank was not open for business, then the customer must pay it 
on the next business day.  If a customer’s repayment was due on the 29th, 30th, or 31st day of a 
calendar month which did not include these dates, the customer must pay it on the first business 
day of the next calendar month.

AIB has indicated that there was inconsistency between what was stated on the Banks Terms 
& Conditions in relation to payment dates for collection of such repayments and the payment 
dates on which the Bank Accounting system actually collected these repayments.

AIB has also informed me that this has since been rectified with changes to Terms and 
Conditions for new Personal Loans and Mortgages.  All accounts impacted by the issues were 
refunded on 26th June 2012.



Questions - Written Answers

408

20/11/2012WRH00950National Treasury Management Agency Remuneration

20/11/2012WRH01000231. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of the employees of the National Treasury Management Agency including the National As-
set Management Agency who have taken a voluntary pay reduction and to show their official 
salary, their reduced salary; if he will confirm which is their pensionable salary; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51530/12]

20/11/2012WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): All fifteen NTMA employees whose 
salaries exceed €200,000 agreed to my request of December 2011 that they waive 15% of salary 
or such amount of salary as exceeds €200,000 if application of the full 15% reduction would 
bring their salary to below €200,000. This reduction is being effected through the  gifting of a 
proportion of salary to the Exchequer under Section 483 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. 
Gifting of a proportion of salary to the Exchequer under this provision does not affect the 
calculation of pension benefits.  The remuneration packages of the NTMA and NAMA chief 
executives are published in the Financial Statements of the relevant bodies included in their 
respective annual reports which are available on the websites www.ntma.ie   and www.nama.ie.  
In respect of 2011 the details were as follows:

Chief Executive NTMA 

Salary €490,000
Taxable benefits (car and health insur-
ance) 

€28,635
      

The Chief Executive waived any consideration for performance-related pay in respect of 
2010 and 2011. 

Applying the 15% reduction agreed by the Chief Executive brings his salary to €416,500.  

Chief Executive NAMA 

Salary €430,000
Taxable benefits (car and health insur-
ance) 

€24,483
     

The Chief Executive waived any consideration for performance-related pay in respect of 
2010 and 2011.

Applying the 15% reduction agreed by the Chief Executive brings his salary to €365,500.

The Public Service Pension Deduction is applied to the Chief Executives of the NTMA 
and NAMA. They are members of the NTMA defined benefit superannuation scheme and as 
members of the scheme prior to 1 January 2010 their pension benefits are based on final salary. 
The pension benefits of members who joined the scheme on or after 1 January 2010 are based 
on career average earnings. Unlike most public pension schemes which are funded on a pay-
as-you-go basis, the NTMA superannuation scheme is a funded scheme. Pension entitlements 
are within the standard entitlements in the model public sector defined benefit superannuation 
scheme. Pension contributions are not paid to individual employees – they are paid into the 
scheme. The level of potential pension payments to members is dependent on length of service, 
based on final salary or career average earnings, with 1/80th of salary accruing for each year of 
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service.

20/11/2012WRH01150Tax Code

20/11/2012WRH01200232. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the number of years accounts 
details that the Revenue Commissioners may demand from persons in the course of their in-
vestigations; the period that they can go back; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51562/12]

20/11/2012WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, in accordance with the provisions of Section 886 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997, taxpayers must keep their records (which includes accounts) for a period of 6 years after 
the completion of the transactions to which the records relate or, in the case of a person who 
fails to file a timely tax return, until the expiry of a period of 6 years from the end of the year of 
assessment in which such return is filed.

In accordance with Section 956 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, Revenue may ordinar-
ily make enquiries in relation to a taxpayer’s tax affairs at any time in the 4 years after the end of 
a year of assessment in which the taxpayer has filed a tax return. However, in cases where they 
have reasonable grounds for believing that a taxpayer has completed a tax return in a fraudu-
lent or negligent manner, Revenue are not limited to this 4 year period and may, subject to a 
taxpayer’s right of appeal to the Appeal Commissioners, investigate suspected fraud or neglect 
for any period.

20/11/2012WRH01350Expenditure Reviews

20/11/2012WRH01400233. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
respond to recent reports that savings required in the education budget in December will exceed 
the €77 million identified as part of last year’s comprehensive expenditure review; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51422/12]

20/11/2012WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the expenditure ceil-
ings set as part of last year’s Comprehensive Expenditure Review, my Department is required 
to secure savings on current expenditure of €77 million in 2013.

Due to the size and complexity of the Education and Skills Vote it is normal, and has been 
the case in recent years, for upward expenditure pressures to emerge in any given year. The net 
effect of these emerging pressures in 2013, after taking account of offsetting savings arising 
in other areas, will not be known until closer to the end of this year. However, it is currently 
anticipated that net upward pressures of the order of €13 million will have to be met in 2013. 
This means that I will have a requirement to secure overall savings and efficiencies of some €90 
million to remain within the 2013 ceiling for my Vote.

The upward expenditure pressures identified relate mainly to pay expenditure for teach-
ers and Special Needs Assistants, as well as to a projected reduction in Appropriations-in-Aid 
receipts. They pressures will be partly offset by anticipated reduced expenditure on a range of 
other subheads. 
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20/11/2012WRH01550Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRH01600234. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite a 
grant application in respect of a person (details supplied). [50893/12]

20/11/2012WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that on the 19th No-
vember, 2012 a request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the 
Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

20/11/2012WRH01750School Transport Eligibility

20/11/2012WRH01800235. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if waivers are 
available within the school transport scheme for families (details supplied) in County West-
meath who do not have the financial means to pay school transport costs; if he acknowledges 
that some students attend for viable reasons a particular school that is not the closest one to their 
home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50941/12]

20/11/2012WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eli-
gible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their 
nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos 
and language.

Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department, has 
advised that the child in question is not attending his nearest education centre and is therefore 
not eligible for school transport in accordance with the above criteria.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply to Bus Éireann for transport on 
a concessionary basis provided there are spare seats available on the service, and the appropri-
ate annual charge is paid.

Children who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS) 
are exempt from paying the annual charge. While it is the prerogative of parents to send their 
children to the school of their choice, eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school.

20/11/2012WRH01950Capitation Grants

20/11/2012WRH02000236. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grants that 
were cut in respect of a school (details supplied) this school year and the date on which the 
school was notified of these cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50946/12]

20/11/2012WRH02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware Bud-
get 2012 provided for a 2% reduction in the funding for capitation and related grants to primary 
and second level schools in both 2012 and 2013 and a further 1% in 2014 and 2015.

Due to my decision last February to retain posts from previous disadvantage schemes in 
DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 primary schools, it was necessary to generate alternative savings 
within the primary education budget. This was achieved by bringing forward to this year 1.5% 
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of the 2% reduction in overall capitation funding originally scheduled for 2013.

I understand, from contact that my officials have made with the Deputy’s office that Deputy 
is also referring to the issue of schools seeking financial contributions from parents. 

 Voluntary contributions by parents of pupils in recognised primary schools are permissible 
provided it is made absolutely clear to parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay 
and that, in making a contribution, they are doing so of their own volition. The manner in which 
such voluntary contributions are sought and collected is a matter for school management; how-
ever their collection should be such as not to create a situation where either parents or pupils 
could reasonably infer that the contributions take on a compulsory character.

20/11/2012WRH02150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRH02200237. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to review the present situation whereby a student in a public private school is entitled to a 
special needs assistant and a student in a private primary school is not so entitled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [50961/12]

20/11/2012WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides resources to State-recognised schools to ensure that children with 
special educational needs have access to an appropriate education with additional supports as 
necessary. The NCSE is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs 
Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools for special educational needs 
supports, including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support.

The State recognises the rights of parents and guardians as primary educators and respects 
their right to send their child to a school of their choice. Should parents choose not to avail of 
State-recognised schooling and to select a private school, this is entirely a matter of their choos-
ing. My Department’s policy is not, however, to provide special educational needs supports, 
including SNA support, to private primary schools in circumstances where State primary school 
placements are available.

20/11/2012WRH02350Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRH02400238. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will advise on 
the tendering process for building the eight proposed new schools to be funded by the European 
Investment Bank Private Public Partnership; the conditions of eligibility that will apply; if the 
process will be open to developers in receipt of assistance through the National Assets Manage-
ment Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51001/12]

20/11/2012WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to clarify for the Dep-
uty that a preferred tenderer (BAM PPP) was appointed in September 2011 following which 
planning applications were submitted for each of the sites.  Grant of planning was received for 
the last of the sites in May 2012.  The contract was awarded to BAM on Friday 9th November 
and construction of the eight schools has now commenced. 

20/11/2012WRH02550Home Tuition Scheme Provision

20/11/2012WRH02600239. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
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on a home tuition grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51039/12]

20/11/2012WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Home Tuition scheme 
provides funding to parents to provide education at home for children who, for a number of 
reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. The scheme was extended in recent 
years to facilitate tuition for children awaiting a suitable educational placement.

Parents engage tutors directly and the grant is paid to the parent either on a monthly basis in 
arrears or where possible in advance to assist parents cover the cost of engaging a tutor.

Home tuition in the case referred to by the Deputy was approved by my Department for the 
period 22 October 2012 to 28 June 2013. A claim for the grant aid to be paid in advance was 
received by my Department on 7 November 2012.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the claim has been processed and payment will be 
transferred to the nominated bank account on 19 November 2012.

20/11/2012WRH02750Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRH02800240. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a higher education grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [51046/12]

20/11/2012WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Ireland (SUSI), the new centralised grant awarding au-
thority, that the student referred to by the Deputy submitted a grant application after the closing 
date on the 14th September. While SUSI are still accepting late applications priority is being 
given to applications that were received before the closing date.  Supporting documentation 
has been requested. When the documentation is returned to SUSI the student will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

20/11/2012WRH02950Teachers’ Remuneration

20/11/2012WRH03000241. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) working as a qualified substitute teacher is being remunerated at less than the 
current standard rate of substitute pay. [51056/12]

20/11/2012WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The person referred to by the 
Deputy is now re-graded to the correct salary and arrears will issue to him on 22nd November. 

20/11/2012WRH03150School Accommodation

20/11/2012WRH03200242. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide new school accommodation for a school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; if he appreciates 
the concern of the local community in dealing with this issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51086/12]

20/11/2012WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is currently considering the position relating to the accommodation needs 
of the school to which he refers. My officials are liaising with the school authorities in this 
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regard. 

20/11/2012WRH03350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRH03400243. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sup-
port the matter of applied behavioural analysis education for children with autism. [51102/12]

20/11/2012WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s position 
is that as each child with autism is unique, they should have access to a range of different ap-
proaches to meet their individual needs. Applied Behavioural Analysis, or ABA, is one of the 
approaches used in special classes for children with autism. 

The use of ABA as part of the range of interventions is particularly useful for addressing 
behavioural issues. My Department supports the use of ABA and training is provided for teach-
ers in its use. However, the Department does not accept, based on research, advice and best 
practice, that ABA should be the only approach used. While ABA helps to improve behaviour, 
other approaches, such as Treatment and Education of Autistic Communication Handicapped 
Children (TEACCH), Picture Exchange Communications System (PECS) are just as important 
in developing children’s communication and speech skills. It is important that children have 
access to a range of approaches so that their broader needs can be met. As children differ sig-
nificantly from one another and as children’s needs vary and change over time, it is not possible 
to impose a method or approach that will work for all children with autism.  This child centred 
approach is based on advice received from international experts on autism, NEPS, the Inspec-
torate and the report of the Irish Task Force on Autism.

The Deputy may be interested to note that teachers in special schools have been using ABA 
principles for more than 25 years. ABA involves the systematic application, at any time during 
the child’s day, of behavioural principles to modify behaviour. The effectiveness of behavioural 
interventions to improve the performance of children with autism and to ameliorate behavioural 
difficulties has been recognized for decades.

To clarify the position regarding psychological assessment reports prepared by health ser-
vice staff which identify a child’s educational needs, the Health Service Executive (HSE) circu-
lated guidance to their staff earlier this year.  The guidance clarified that, if a report prepared by 
HSE staff identifies a child’s educational needs the report should not specify how the education 
sector should meet those needs. 

20/11/2012WRH03550Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

20/11/2012WRH03600244. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
the volume and value of third level grants paid by 13 November 2011 in respect of grant ap-
plications submitted in 2011. [51147/12]

20/11/2012WRH03700245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
the volume and value of third level grants paid to date in respect of grant applications submitted 
in 2012. [51148/12]

20/11/2012WRH03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 244 and 245 together.

The data in relation to the number and value of student grants paid by the 13 November 
2011 is not available in my Department.
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SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority as at the 16th November, 2012 paid 
student maintenance grants to some 4,420 students to the value of €1,385,291.42. In addition 
fee grants to the value of €1,467,657.92 have also been paid in respect of a number of students. 
This data has been supplied to my Department by SUSI.

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expeditiously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant. All new student grants 
approved for this academic year will be paid by electronic funds transfer on a monthly basis di-
rectly to students’ bank accounts, rather than by cheque to the relevant college. Those awarded 
a grant must supply bank account details and confirmation of registration must be received from 
the institution in order for the first instalment to be paid. 

20/11/2012WRH03850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRH03900246. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way that he 
oversees the operation of autism spectrum disorders units; the supports and training provided 
for staff in these units; the standards and best practice models being utilised to ensure these 
ADS units are maximised to their potential; the number of ASD units currently in place in pri-
mary and secondary schools and the number of children enrolled at both primary and secondary 
level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51156/12]

20/11/2012WRH04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department strives to 
ensure that a continuum of special education provision is available as required for children with 
special educational needs. In line with this approach the policy is to promote a child-centred ap-
proach to education of all children with special educational needs including those with autism. 
As each child with autism is unique they should have access to a range of different approaches 
to meet their individual needs.

Children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of 
being fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching or care supports. 
Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/or care assis-
tance. Many are best enrolled in autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and 
differing needs/strengths/abilities emerge.

The preferred policy of my Department is that children with autism are educated in school 
settings where children may have access to individualised education programmes (IEPs), fully-
qualified professional teachers, special needs assistants, the appropriate school curriculum with 
the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial integration and interaction with 
other pupils.

The Deputy will be familiar with the standards associated with qualified teachers, the regis-
tration of qualified teachers required by the Teaching Council, the probationary process, where-
by teachers are supported and advised by the inspectorate during their first year of teaching. 
Furthermore the Department recognises that specialised training and continued professional 
development (CPD) is important for staff working with children with special educational needs 
and supports the provision of CPD through the Special Education Support Service (SESS) 
which was specifically established for this purpose. The SESS co-ordinates and delivers a range 
of professional development initiatives and support structures for school personnel working 
with students with special educational needs.

Autism classes are established with a staffing ratio of 1 teacher and a minimum of 2 Spe-
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cial Needs Assistants (SNAs) for every 6 children. Other SNAs may be allocated if required to 
meet the care needs of the children. Start-up grants are provided to the schools to enable special 
equipment to be purchased. Enhanced capitation is paid in respect of each child and assistive 
technology is funded where this is recommended.

The Deputy will be aware that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special 
classes in schools across the country to cater for children with autism has been a key education-
al priority in recent years. In excess of 540 classes have now been approved around the country 
at primary and post primary level, including many in special schools. Thirteen new special 
schools for children with autism were granted official recognition in 2010 having been funded 
by my Department as centres in a pilot project for a number of years.  The number of pupils 
enrolled in these classes are not readily available but I have arranged for them to be compiled 
and forwarded directly to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRJ00075

Teacher Training Provision

20/11/2012WRJ00100247. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
remove home economics initial teacher education from a school (details supplied) in County 
Sligo, as recommended in the recent report from the Higher Education Authority. [51159/12]

20/11/2012WRJ00200250. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on a report from the Higher Education Authority on initial teacher education, spe-
cifically the recommendation to remove home economics from a campus (details supplied) in 
County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51187/12]

20/11/2012WRJ00300251. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on a report from the Higher Education Authority on initial teacher education, spe-
cifically the recommendation to remove home economics from a campus (details supplied) in 
County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51188/12]

20/11/2012WRJ00400252. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on a report from the Higher Education Authority on initial teacher education, spe-
cifically the recommendation to remove home economics from a campus (details supplied) in 
County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51189/12]

20/11/2012WRJ00500253. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
report from the Higher Education Authority on initial teacher training (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51198/12]

20/11/2012WRJ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 247, 250, 251 and 252 together.

I have accepted the recommendations set out in a report commissioned by the Higher Edu-
cation Authority (HEA) on the structures of initial teacher education. The purpose of the report, 
which I requested, was to identify new possible structures to improve initial teacher education 
in Ireland so that it is comparable with the best in the world. 

The international panel of education experts recommended that teacher education be pro-
vided in six “centres for teacher education”. Currently there are 19 state funded providers of 
ITE (and three non-state funded) offering more than 40 college programmes in primary and 
post-primary teaching. The new collaborations recommended by the international panel will 
mean that a smaller number of centres for ITE exist, but that they offer education across mul-
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tiple sectors from early childhood to primary, to post primary to adult education. These centres 
for teacher education will also possess a critical mass in terms of research capacity which is not 
always possible in smaller institutions. The new configurations will mean strong research bases 
can be created in each centre.

The HEA has been requested to consult with the relevant parties and to prepare a detailed 
plan on how to implement the recommendations of the Panel. I understand that this process has 
started and a plan is expected by the end of the year.  I will fully consider the implementation 
plan from the HEA when received.

20/11/2012WRJ00650Special Educational Needs Staff Remuneration

20/11/2012WRJ00700248. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration for 
children with special needs should be incorporated in the enrolment policy of primary schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51170/12]

20/11/2012WRJ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with the re-
quirements of  Section 15(d) of the Education Act, 1998 a board of management must publish 
the admission policy of the school, including the policy of the school relating to admission to 
or participation by students who have special educational needs.

The Deputy will also be aware that last year, I launched a discussion paper on school en-
rolment. The “Discussion Paper on a Regulatory Framework for School Enrolment” contains 
suggestions on how to make the process of enrolling in schools more open, equitable and con-
sistent. 

I invited education partners and interested parties to submit their views to my Department 
by the 28th of October last year. The feedback from this consultation will help inform the nature 
and scope of a new regulatory framework for school enrolment.

20/11/2012WRJ00850Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ00900249. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for a third level grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51186/12]

20/11/2012WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that on the 2nd No-
vember, 2012 a request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the 
Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

Questions Nos. 250 to 253, inclusive, answered with Question No. 247.

20/11/2012WRJ01075Teaching Qualifications

20/11/2012WRJ01100254. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will forward 
a copy of the memo V7 which refers to the requirements for the position of deputy principal 
which may also be referred to in circular letter 06/02 which may deal with this; and if he will 
outline the current position on this matter. [51225/12]
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20/11/2012WRJ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Circular PPT 06/02 is the 
most recent Circular to have issued regarding eligibility for appointment to Deputy Principal 
posts in Vocational Schools and Community Colleges. Candidates for appointment are required 
to have a minimum of five years’ whole-time teaching service or its equivalent.

I will arrange for a copy of Memo V.7 and Circular PPT 06/02 to be sent to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRJ01250Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ01300255. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will be made on the higher education grant application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51229/12]

20/11/2012WRJ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that in the case of the 
student referred to by the Deputy a grant has been awarded and an award letter issued on 19th 
November, 2012.

20/11/2012WRJ01450Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ01500256. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
decision will be made on a higher education grant application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51235/12]

20/11/2012WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that in the case of the 
student referred to by the Deputy a grant has been awarded and an award letter issued on 19th 
November, 2012.

20/11/2012WRJ01650School Accommodation

20/11/2012WRJ01700257. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the position regarding an application for new classroom accommodation in respect of a school 
(details supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51271/12]

20/11/2012WRJ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy has made an application to my Department for capital funding for an 
additional Mainstream Classroom.

This application is currently being assessed and a decision will be communicated by my 
Department to the school authorities shortly.

20/11/2012WRJ01850Student Grant Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRJ01900258. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will give assurances to students in receipt of a maintenance and top up grant for the academic 
year 2012/2013 under the category NA1 - T, that second and subsequent instalments are guar-
anteed and will not be affected by Budget 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51274/12]
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20/11/2012WRJ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that as the preparation of the Estimates for any Budget including Budget 2013 is carried out on 
a strictly confidential basis, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on specific issues or 
proposals, including those relating to student grants, in advance of the Budget announcement.

20/11/2012WRJ02050Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ02100259. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
position regarding a mature student grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51374/12]

20/11/2012WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that in the case of the 
student referred to by the Deputy a grant has been awarded and an award letter issued on 9th 
November, 2012.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

20/11/2012WRJ02250Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ02300260. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied). [51391/12]

20/11/2012WRJ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility 
for new student grant applications from the 2012/13 academic year is a matter for the new cen-
tralised grant awarding authority, SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland).

Officials in my Department have confirmed with SUSI that documentation requested from 
the student referred to by the Deputy was received on 12th November, 2012. The documenta-
tion is currently awaiting review and the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRJ02450Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ02500261. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for a student grant in respect of a person (details supplied). [51392/12]

20/11/2012WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that on 12th No-
vember, 2012 a request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the 
Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of 
the outcome.
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20/11/2012WRJ02650Schools Refurbishment

20/11/2012WRJ02700262. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills if insulation 
grants are available for primary schools to replace windows and doors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51459/12]

20/11/2012WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department introduced 
an energy efficiency scheme in 2009 to improve roof and cavity wall insulation levels in school 
buildings across the country. The scheme which was implemented with the help of Sustainable 
Energy Ireland, allowed schools to apply for funding on a once-off basis to upgrade the fabric 
insulation in attics and the external cavity walls of their buildings. The closing date for receipt 
of application under this scheme was November 2009.

In light of the financial constraints imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding 
available for the provision of accommodation to meet the rising demographic requirements 
over the next few years results in there being limited resources available for improvement/
health and safety works to the existing school stock.  This is in line with Government stated 
aims to prioritise the delivery of additional accommodation in developing areas.

In light of the above, my Department is not in a position to provide funding to schools to 
specifically replace windows and doors.

20/11/2012WRJ02850Bullying in Schools

20/11/2012WRJ02900263. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a circular 
will be prepared and sent to all schools outlining a detailed policy on tackling cyber bullying, 
in view of the recent cases of suicide caused by such; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51494/12]

20/11/2012WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that tackling the issue of bullying in schools is a key objective of this Government. It was for 
that reason that an Anti-Bullying Forum was held earlier this year.

As a follow on to that Forum, I invited the stakeholders and any other interested parties to 
submit their views on this important topic to my Department by 29th June 2012.

I have also established a working group to address the issue of tackling bullying in schools, 
including cyber-bullying. Over the last few months, the Group has been consulting with a range 
of stakeholders and with colleagues in Scotland and the UK. The Group is working on an action 
plan recommending further measures that can be taken to effectively tackle bullying, including 
cyber bullying, in schools. I expect the Group to submit the action plan to me by the end of 
November.

20/11/2012WRJ03050Schools Building Projects Applications

20/11/2012WRJ03100264. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of school building contracts that have been stopped due to the main contractor going out of 
business; the total value of each contract; the cost of the work to be completed on each site; 
the amount paid to the contractor in each case; the number of sub contractors affected on each 
site; the status of the work and plans to complete each project; if he intends to review the type 
of contract used; if the same contract was used in each case; if a school (details supplied) in 
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County Kilkenny will be completed under the existing contract or if there will be a new tender; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51531/12]

20/11/2012WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the last five years a total of 
nine major school building projects have been terminated due to an insolvency event involving 
the main contractor. Two other major school building projects have been terminated due to a 
contractor’s default for reasons other than insolvency. Five of these projects were subsequently 
completed and handed over to the school authorities, four are currently being completed by 
completion contractors and the remaining two projects are in the process of procuring a comple-
tion contractor to complete the works. Please see the attached document for details of the eleven 
projects.

The original value of the eleven projects was circa €44m. There is a bond in place for each 
of the eleven projects. The bond is used to cover costs that would otherwise accrue to the Em-
ployer (i.e. the Department, School, VEC etc.) on foot of a contractor’s failure to complete the 
works. As such the Employer’s financial exposure is generally minimal. Negotiations are ongo-
ing with regard to a number of these projects and in some cases the full cost of re-tendering and 
completion of the works is not yet known. The Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to 
release commercially sensitive cost information which is currently the subject of negotiations 
or tender competitions. To do so would undermine the Employer’s position with regard to such 
negotiations.

The contract used for the construction of major school projects is the Public Works Con-
tract. This contract was developed by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
is used across the State Sector for all capital works. With regard to the project in Kilkenny, the 
Deputy will be aware that the contractor’s obligation to complete the works was recently termi-
nated.  Therefore it is not legally possible to complete the project under the existing contract.

My Department does not hold details of sub-contractors engaged on major school build-
ing projects. A school building project is a complex arrangement of contractual relationships 
between the client, the main contractor, specialist sub-contractors, domestic sub-contractors, 
suppliers of materials, suppliers of plant etc. In general all sub-contractors employed on school 
building projects are employed directly by the Main Contractor or indirectly by the Main Con-
tractor through other sub-contractors.  

Details of Major School Building Projects where the Contractor’s obligation to com-
plete the works was terminated (2008 to 2012)  

County Roll Number School Name Reason for 
Re-tender

Current 
Status

Year of Ter-
mination

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore 
NS, Sarsfield 
Road, Dublin 
10

Insolvency 
Event

Under Con-
struction

2011

Dun 
Laoghaire  
Rathdown

70030E Senior Col-
lege, Dún 
Laoghaire, 
Eblana 
Avenue, Dún 
Laoghaire, 
Co Dublin

Insolvency 
Event

Under Con-
struction

2011
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County Roll Number School Name Reason for 
Re-tender

Current 
Status

Year of Ter-
mination

Galway City 62970K Coláiste 
Iognáid SJ 
Bothar na 
Mara

Insolvency 
Event

Under Con-
struction

2011

Kildare 17662R Scoil Bhride 
NS, Kill

Insolvency 
Event

Project Com-
pleted

2009

Kildare 17674B SN Aine 
Naofa, Ard 
Cloc, Straf-
fan

Termina-
tion due to 
Contractor 
Default

At tender 
stage

2012

Kilkenny 61580P Loreto 
Second-
ary School, 
Granges 
Road

Termina-
tion due to 
Contractor 
Default

At tender 
stage

2012

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane Na-
tional School

Insolvency 
Event

Project Com-
pleted

2011

Limerick 
City

64201T Ardscoil 
Ris, North 
Circular Rd, 
Limerick

Insolvency 
Event

Under Con-
struction

2011

Meath 18016O S N Colum-
bain, Ballivor

Insolvency 
Event

Project Com-
pleted

2008

Offaly 17523D SN Cronain 
Naofa, Dro-
makeenan

Insolvency 
Event

Project Com-
pleted

2010

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown, 
Co Roscom-
mon

Insolvency 
Event

Project Com-
pleted

2011

20/11/2012WRJ03250Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRJ03300265. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will be made on a Student Universal Support Ireland application in respect of a person 
(details supplied); when first payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51541/12]

20/11/2012WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that further support-
ing documentation was received from the student referred to by the Deputy on 17th November 
2012 and his application is currently awaiting review. SUSI will contact the student directly in 
relation to the outcome.

20/11/2012WRJ03450Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

20/11/2012WRJ03500266. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
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student grant applications that have been received by Student Universal Support Ireland on a 
county basis; the number that have been processed, awarded, refused or awaiting decision to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51574/12]

20/11/2012WRJ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The accompanying table pro-
vides a breakdown on a county basis of the status of the student grant applications received by 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), the new centralised grant awarding authority. The 
data has been supplied to my Department by SUSI.

A number of measures have been put in place to speed up the process of awarding student 
grants. This includes the provision of additional staffing in both the assessment unit and the 
outsourced document management unit.  

County Awarded Appealed 
to SUSI

Cancelled/ 
Refused

Final 
Review/ 
Awaiting 
Course Ac-
ceptance

Awaiting 
Provisional 
Assessment 
(New Ap-
plications 
after clos-
ing date)

Reviewed 
and 
Supp-
orting Docu-
mentation 
Requested

Total 
Appli-
cations

Carlow 162 16 125 149 51 448 951
Cavan 209 25 198 212 46 615 1305
Clare 300 34 232 284 55 833 1738
Cork 963 101 1072 926 355 3328 6745
Donegal 548 45 355 515 107 1268 2838
Dublin 1726 185 2428 1803 761 6768 13671
Galway 685 86 596 638 212 2115 4332
Kerry 380 44 354 390 110 1167 2445
Kildare 404 45 505 387 93 1232 2666
Kilkenny 211 16 197 242 60 649 1375
Laois 183 20 145 175 42 469 1034
Leitrim 98 9 85 110 19 311 632
Limerick 436 39 417 410 134 1365 2801
Longford 120 6 101 122 29 371 749
Louth 344 55 282 301 131 985 2098
Mayo 381 28 330 423 116 1156 2434
Meath 355 36 381 399 98 1114 2383
Monaghan 191 16 157 211 40 479 1094
Offaly 232 24 190 205 30 533 1214
Roscommon 202 22 162 184 43 540 1153
Sligo 144 13 177 181 53 613 1181
Tipperary 414 49 402 418 83 1252 2618
Waterford 306 32 331 299 67 855 1890
Westmeath 298 30 272 272 39 735 1646
Wexford 458 39 362 374 67 1014 2314
Wicklow 305 38 342 279 74 877 1915
Outside of 
Ireland

39 12 119 60 33 253 516

Sub Total *10094 1065 10317 **9969 2948 ***31345 65738
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County Awarded Appealed 
to SUSI

Cancelled/ 
Refused

Final 
Review/ 
Awaiting 
Course Ac-
ceptance

Awaiting 
Provisional 
Assessment 
(New Ap-
plications 
after clos-
ing date)

Reviewed 
and 
Supp-
orting Docu-
mentation 
Requested

Total 
Appli-
cations

Submitted 
Online not 
yet down-
loaded

662

Total 66400
*  This figure does not include some 2,334 applications which have been awarded pending 

submission of final course details by the student

** This figure includes some 2,334 applications which have been awarded pending submis-
sion of final course details by the student

*** This figure includes some 22,000 applications for which SUSI is awaiting documenta-
tion and some 9,000 on hand with SUSI which are being checked to ensure all documentation 
submitted is complete

20/11/2012WRJ03650Skills Development

20/11/2012WRJ03700267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which his Department in conjunction with the Department of Social Protection has identified 
up-skilling or reskilling requirements throughout the educational and training sectors with a 
view to meeting the needs of industry to a greater extent that heretofore; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51580/12]

20/11/2012WRJ03800278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent of 
re-education, reskilling or up-skilling requirements arising from modern economic trends; the 
degree to which he expects to be in a position to meet such requirements in full over the next 
three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51591/12]

20/11/2012WRJ03900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 267 and 278 together.

The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs, funded by my Department, plays a key role in 
advising on future skills needs. Its research provides a valuable input to the development of 
training course curricula for national training providers and has also informed the development 
of new competitive funding models of provision to address emerging skills needs.

The Government’s activation policy, ‘Pathways to Work’, provides for engagement by the 
Department of Social Protection’s INTREO Employment and Support Service with unem-
ployed people, particularly the long-term unemployed, with a view to assisting them in finding 
jobs or referrals to appropriate education and training.

To complement this policy, and despite reducing resources, my Department will fund over 
450,000 education and training places across the range of provision in the higher education, 
further education and training sectors in 2012. My Department and its agencies are prioritising 
places, including in the further education and training sector, specifically for those on the Live 
Register for 12 months or more.
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In 2012 FÁS aim to facilitate over 81,000 unemployed individuals through a range of train-
ing programmes, that provide industry/occupational specific skills as well as preparatory type 
training, to enable a diverse range of unemployed individuals referred to FÁS by the Department 
of Social Protection, to gain a recognised qualification, access job opportunities or progression 
opportunities to further/higher education/training. The Department of Social Protection pro-
vides appropriate guidance and advice, as required, to unemployed individuals relating to FÁS 
courses. The re-alignment of FÁS training programmes with evolving labour market needs is 
evidence-based. This is facilitated by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) and 
other relevant international and national sources including employers.

More than 10,000 higher education places are being provided in areas of identified skills 
need under the Springboard programme and 6,500 places are being rolled out under the new 
Labour Market Education and Training Fund which will be managed by FAS.

In addition, the joint Government-Industry ICT Action Plan, which has been developed as a 
direct response to identified ICT skills shortages, contains a comprehensive range of measures 
to build the domestic supply of ICT graduates, including through the roll out of over 800 places 
on graduate skills conversion courses from March 2012. A roll-out of a second phase of the 
conversion courses is scheduled for early 2013.

The Irish Further Education and Training sector is undergoing major structural reform.  The 
creation of a new further education and training authority, SOLAS, will facilitate a coherent 
integrated strategic national response across the further education and training sectors and will 
ensure a greater focus on the evolving requirements of the unemployed and of industry.

       20/11/201 Question No. 268 answered with Question No. 117.

20/11/2012WRK00250School Accommodation

20/11/2012WRK00300269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of primary schools throughout the country currently dependant on prefabricated accommo-
dation; his plans to address this issue in the next three years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51582/12]

20/11/2012WRK00400270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of post- primary schools throughout the country currently dependant on prefabricated 
accommodation; his plans to address this issue in the next three years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51583/12]

20/11/2012WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 269 and 270 together.

Currently, there are 496 primary schools renting 1,283 prefab units and 47 post-primary 
schools renting 131 prefab units throughout the country. (Please note that one prefab unit may 
consist of one or more classrooms and/or ancillary accommodation).  Historical data in relation 
primary and post-primary schools with purchased prefabricated accommodation is not readily 
available.

As the Deputy may be aware I announced earlier this year a new initiative to replace rented 
prefabs in both primary and post-primary schools.  Over 170 schools have been approved to 
replace rented prefabs with permanent accommodation.  A total of €41.8 million has been al-
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located for this initiative which will result in approximately 6,000 pupils moving from pre-
fabs into permanent classrooms and resource rooms when building works are completed in all 
schools.  It is expected that this initiative will achieve savings of up to €5m per annum on the 
rental of prefabs in the coming years.

20/11/2012WRK00550Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRK00600271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
consider an alternative means for the assessment of higher education grants in view of the dif-
ficulties that have arisen in the current year; if a return to the previous method of assessment by 
local authorities is likely to be considered in the short and or medium term; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51584/12]

20/11/2012WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Up until last year, students 
applied to their local authority or VEC for their grants.  Some 66 grant awarding authorities 
were involved, all using a variety of application, assessment and payment processes.  Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) replaces all of these with a centralised, and on-line system of 
application. While there have been problems with the first year of the new system, I still believe 
that policy decision was correct, and that the establishment of a single grant awarding body will 
serve our students better in the long run.  A number of measures have been put in place to ad-
dress the current processing backlogs and the situation is being kept under continuous review 
to ensure the timely processing of grants for this current year.

20/11/2012WRK00750Third Level Courses Availability

20/11/2012WRK00800272. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which sufficient third level places remain available to meet the current and on-going demand; 
if he foresees any and changes in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51585/12]

20/11/2012WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Ireland currently performs 
very strongly in terms of participation in higher education and has the highest tertiary attain-
ment rate among 25-34 year olds in the European Union.  The number of full time enrolments 
is shown in the following table.

Full Time Student Enrolments:

2010/11 2011/12*
161,647 162,786
*provisional enrolment figures

Projections published by my Department in June of this year on www.education.ie show 
that the demand for higher education in Ireland is set to grow by 16% by 2020.  While wel-
come, the scale of projected growth will present major challenges for Ireland’s higher education 
system in ensuring that student numbers can be accommodated in a sustainable way that does 
not compromise high quality outcomes.  The National Strategy for Higher Education makes a 
number of recommendations for system development, flexibility, efficiency and change aimed 
at supporting sustainable growth while protecting quality.  Implementation of strategy recom-
mendations is underway and a progress report is available on www.education.ie.
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20/11/2012WRK00950School Enrolments

20/11/2012WRK01000273. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of primary schools in urban or rural areas deemed to be at risk due to demographics or 
other reasons throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51586/12]

20/11/2012WRK01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I take it that the Deputy is 
referring to primary schools whose enrolment falls below an average of eight pupils for two 
consecutive school years.  That is the current minimum enrolment threshold at which a school’s 
continued viability comes into question.  Information on the annual enrolment levels of all 
primary schools is available under the statistics section of my Department’s website at www.
education.gov.ie.

20/11/2012WRK01150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRK01200274. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which he expects to be in a position to meet the special needs requirements at primary and 
post-primary level throughout the country in the coming year notwithstanding the on-going 
economic situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51587/12]

20/11/2012WRK01300277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to meet the full requirement of special needs assistants in the coming year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51590/12]

20/11/2012WRK01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 274 and 277 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that whereas it is not possible to anticipate future budgetary 
decisions, that this Government is committed to the protection of frontline services for pupils 
with special educational needs.  The Programme for Government sets out that education will 
be a priority for this Government and that we will endeavour to protect and enhance the edu-
cational experience of children, young people and students.  Approximately 15% of the entire 
budget of my Department – some €1.3 billion – was spent in support of children with Special 
Educational Needs in 2011.  The provision for the current year is in line with expenditure last 
year and shows that despite the current economic difficulties, the overall level of funding for 
special education has been retained.

In line with this Government’s commitment to frontline services for pupils with special 
educational needs:

- 10,575 whole time equivalent (wte) Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts are being pro-
vided for primary, post-primary and special schools for the current school year in order to sup-
port the care needs of pupils with disabilities.

- Approximately 9,950 learning support/resource teacher posts, including those provided 
under the General Allocation Model, are also being provided in primary & post primary schools 
in order to provide additional teaching support to pupils with special educational needs.

- Over 1,100 teachers are also being provided for in special schools providing teaching to 
pupils with various disabilities at much reduced pupil: teacher ratios, for example the autism 
PTR is 6:1 and the moderate general learning disability PTR is 8:1.

- Enhanced levels of school capitation are payable to most special schools and special class-
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es and special School Transport arrangements for pupils with disabilities are provided at a cost 
of over €60m per year.

- Approximately €1.3m is also provided annually to schools for assistive technology sup-
port.

- Early educational intervention is provided for children with autism from 2½ years of age.  
There are now 76 early intervention classes for children with autism attached to mainstream 
schools that are funded by the Department.  Funding is also provided through the home tuition 
programme for children with autism who are unable to access placement in an early interven-
tion class.

- An extended school year is also currently available for pupils who have either a severe/
profound general learning disability or who have autism.

The continued commitment of this Government to special education provision, at a time 
when savings are being required across a range of expenditure areas has ensured that children 
with special educational needs can continue to have access to educational facilities in line with 
their requirements.

20/11/2012WRK01450School Staffing

20/11/2012WRK01500275. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of schools, on a county basis, at primary and or second level that have been affected by 
a reduction in the number of teachers over the past two years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51588/12]

20/11/2012WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Statistics Section of my 
Department’s website contains extensive data at individual school level in county order. The 
most recent published information relates to the 2011/2012 school year. Teacher allocations are 
approved annually in accordance with established rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. 
The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on my Depart-
ment’s website. 

20/11/2012WRK01650Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRK01700276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
and location of primary schools throughout County Kildare currently under construction in 
respect of extension works on new school building; when the new accommodation is likely to 
become available; the extent of any obstacles to achieving this objective; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51589/12]

20/11/2012WRK01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Details of building projects 
currently under construction in primary schools in Co. Kildare are outlined in the following 
table.

School Anticipated completion date
Kildangan NS, Kildangan, Monasterevin, 
Co. Kildare

Devolved to Board of Management 

Two Mile House NS, Naas, Co. Kildare               Devolved to Board of Management 
St. Josephs NS, Kilkullen, Kildare                                 Devolved to Board of Management 
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School Anticipated completion date
St. Conleth’s National School, Derrinturn, 
Kildare  

Devolved to Board of Management 

St. Anne’s School, Ballymany, The Curragh, 
Kildare   

Devolved to Board of Management 

St. Patrick’s Boys NS, Rathangan, Co. 
Kildare   

Devolved to Board of Management 

Maynooth ETNS, Maynooth, Co. Kildare Devolved to Board of Management 
Ballyshannon NS, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare Devolved to Board of Management 
Scoil an Linbh Iosa, Prosperous, Co. 
Kildare 

Devolved to Board of Management 

Two Mile House NS, Naas, Co. Kildare    Devolved to Board of Management
Scoil na Mainistreach, Celbridge, Co 
Kildare 

Devolved to Board of Management

Kildangan National School, Kildangan, Co 
Kildare 

Devolved to Board of Management

St. Patrick’s NS, Hazelhatch, Celbridge, Co. 
Kildare  

Devolved to Board of Management

St Anne’s NS Ardclough, Straffan, Co. 
Kildare

Early 2013

Bunscoil Bhríde, Rathangan, Co Kildare  Early 2013

  The Deputy will be aware that the Department of Education and Skills recently terminated 
the contractor’s obligation to complete the works at St Anne’s National School in Ardclough, 
Co Kildare.  Work on procuring a completion contractor to complete the works is currently un-
derway.  My Department is not aware of any difficulties with any other building project listed 
in the table.

  Question No. 277 answered with Question No. 274.

  Question No. 278 answered with Question No. 267.

20/11/2012WRK02050School Staffing

20/11/2012WRK02100279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which he expects to be in a position to ensure adequate teacher cover in primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country, some of which may have been affected to a greater 
extent by retirements or early retirements in the context of reduction in public service numbers; 
if he is satisfied that normal educational requirements can be complied with; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51592/12]

20/11/2012WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teaching resources are allo-
cated to schools on a school year basis.  Unlike most other areas of the public service teaching 
vacancies are being filled in accordance with published Department criteria.  The Government 
has prioritised, as best as possible, the filling of front-line posts in the Education sector within 
the constraints of the Employment Control Framework. For example, schools are permitted to 
fill teaching vacancies that arise within their approved staffing allocations.  I am confident that 
the large pool of qualified and registered teachers will be in a position to continue to provide 
high quality education to students.  The challenge will be to ensure that the resources that can 
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be provided are used to maximum effect to achieve the best possible outcome for pupils.

20/11/2012WRK02250Adult Education

20/11/2012WRK02300280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of persons in adult education in each of the past three years and to date in 2012; the extent 
to which he expects to be in a position to meet on-going needs in this area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51593/12]

20/11/2012WRK02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The provision of adult education opportunities is a priority for my Department.  The level of 
participation has increased annually in recent years.  I will continue to support this sector as it 
is important to provide education and training opportunities to enable adults to upskill and en-
hance their employment prospects.  The establishment of SOLAS as the new further education 
and training authority will ensure the provision of 21st century high quality further education 
and training programmes for jobseekers and other learners.

The following table provides details of the total number of participants in adult education 
over the last three years.  Data for 2012 will not be available until early next year.

Year Further Education Participant Numbers
2009 178,532
2010 187,171
2011 192,335
2012 Not yet available

20/11/2012WRK02450School Accommodation

20/11/2012WRK02500281. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which the planning section has engaged with the school authorities at Newtown, Enfield, Coun-
ty Kildare, with a view to making provision for the future accommodation and developmental 
needs of the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51594/12]

20/11/2012WRK02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school, referred to by 
the Deputy, has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding.  The current status 
of all projects on the school building programme, including the school in question, may be 
viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie. and this is being updated regularly 
throughout the year.  In view of the need to prioritise available funding for the provision of ad-
ditional school accommodation, the delivery of major school projects required to meet future 
demographic demand will be the main focus for capital investment in the coming years. In this 
regard, it is noted that enrolments at the school in question have declined by 20% since 2007.  
In light of current competing demands on the Department’s capital budget, it is not possible at 
this time to indicate when a project for the school in question will be progressed.

20/11/2012WRK02650Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRK02700282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he 
expects the conclusion of the building project at a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51595/12]
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20/11/2012WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Department is liaising 
with the school authorities and has instructed the Design Team to commence work on procuring 
a completion contractor to complete the works. Subject to no issues arising, it is anticipated that 
the project will be completed in quarter 2 of 2013.

20/11/2012WRK02850Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRK02900283. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding a 
college grant from Cork County Council in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51599/12]

20/11/2012WRK03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for a student’s grant awarding body.  Where a grant awarding author-
ity turns down an application and subsequently rejects an appeal, the applicant may appeal this 
decision to my Department or the independent appeals board, as appropriate.  No appeal has 
been received to date by my Department from the student referred to by the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRK03050Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRK03100284. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan, if he 
proposes to restore this project to his Department’s School Building Programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51600/12]

20/11/2012WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning.  The de-
sign team are currently working on the completion of the revised Stage 2(a) (Developed Sketch 
Design). Once the stage 2(a) is approved, the project will progress to stage 2(b) which includes 
applications for planning permission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability Access Certification 
and the preparation of tender documents.  Due to competing demands on my Department’s 
capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provi-
sion of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was 
not possible to include the project referred to by the Deputy in the five year construction pro-
gramme.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to my 
Department in future years.  The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be con-
sidered for progression in that context.

20/11/2012WRK03250Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRK03300285. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage of the 
proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan, when this project 
will proceed to the next stage, when this project is likely to proceed to construction stage; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51601/12]

20/11/2012WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at a very early stage of architectural planning.  The 
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design team are currently working on the completion of Stage 1.  Due to competing demands 
on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding avail-
able for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic 
requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the five year construction programme 
announced earlier this year.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to my 
Department in future years.  The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be con-
sidered for progression in that context.20/1

1/2012WRK03450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRK03500286. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when payment 
of home based July provision will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51653/12]

20/11/2012WRK03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The 2012 July Education 
Programme operated a common payment date of the 8th November 2012 for all payments due 
to parents and teachers who participated in this programme.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy 
that the payment due to the tutor was issued on the 8th November 2012.

20/11/2012WRK03650National Monuments

20/11/2012WRK03700287. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the Office of Public Works will honour its commitment to replace the viewing platform at 
Mooghaun Fort, Newmarket-on-Fergus, County Clare, and carry out scrub clearance; the date 
on which this work will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50845/12]

20/11/2012WRK03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Arrangements are being made for scaffolding to be erected on the site at Mooghaun 
Fort to allow the specific trees that need to be felled to be identified so that the viewing platform 
can be installed.  Contact has also been established with Coillte who will carry out the work 
on the trees and the Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht which needs to provide the 
necessary Archaeological consent required under National Monuments legislation.  Once all 
the necessary arrangements have been made the Office of Public Works will arrange to have 
the viewing platform reconstructed so that the panoramic views of the site can be enjoyed once 
again by visitors.

20/11/2012WRK03850National Convention Centre

20/11/2012WRK03900288. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
name of the person managing the National Convention Centre and the terms under which the 
management company are operating the centre. [51162/12]

20/11/2012WRK04000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The National Conference Centre (NCC), now known as the Convention Centre Dub-
lin (CCD), was procured by means of a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Contract awarded to 
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Spencer Dock Convention Centre Dublin Limited (SDCCD).  Under the terms of the Contract, 
SDCCD were required to design, build and finance the Convention Centre and also to operate 
and maintain it, under licence, for a period of 25 years.  The operation and maintenance of the 
Centre is undertaken by a Company, namely Spencer Dock Convention Centre Dublin (No. 2) 
Limited, a subsidiary of SDCCD. Details as to the personnel of the operator are available on 
their website at www.theccd.ie.

20/11/2012WRL00150Register of Lobbyists Legislation

20/11/2012WRL00200289. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he will establish or create the register of all lobbyists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51191/12]

20/11/2012WRL00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I expect to 
bring legislative proposals to Government shortly to establish a statutory register of lobbying 
consistent with the commitment in the Programme for Government.

20/11/2012WRL00350Drainage Schemes Status

20/11/2012WRL00400290. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
in the context of works arising from the Boyne Valley draining scheme, he will investigate the 
possibility of providing a safe and reliable access to a farm in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51602/12]

20/11/2012WRL00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945, as amended, the Office of Public Works is 
responsible for the maintenance of arterial drainage schemes completed under the Act.  This 
responsibility does not extend to the construction of new bridges on existing schemes.  The 
OPW is investigating whether the access structure in question forms part of an arterial drainage 
scheme under its care.

20/11/2012WRL00550Public Sector Staff Redundancies

20/11/2012WRL00600291. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans in relation to offering voluntary redundancies in the public sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [50867/12]

20/11/2012WRL00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is committed to creating a leaner more efficient Public Service.  To this end, the identifi-
cation of staff surpluses is underway across the public service.  Where surplus staff cannot be 
redeployed, exit mechanisms (including voluntary redundancy) will be employed.  Final deci-
sions on numbers reductions to be achieved in each sector will take account of the surpluses 
identified by Ministers in respect of their portfolios and of expected rates of retirements in those 
sectors, Departments and Offices over the next few years.

20/11/2012WRL00750Budget Statement

20/11/2012WRL00800292. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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if he will make a financial statement to Dáil Éireann with the Minister for Finance on 4 or 5 
December; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51013/12]

20/11/2012WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I will be mak-
ing a statement on the 2013 expenditure Estimates on Wednesday, 5 December, while my col-
league, the Minister for Finance, Deputy Noonan, will make a Financial Statement on the same 
day.

20/11/2012WRL00950Election Management System

20/11/2012WRL01000293. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 389 and 390 on 6 November 2012, if he will provide a 
breakdown of the rates of pay for those taking the polls and counting the votes that were laid 
out in advance of the Children’s Referendum. [51141/12]

20/11/2012WRL01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The rates of 
pay set out in the tables are the maximum amount payable to staff employed by Returning Offi-
cers to take the poll and for the counting of votes.  The maximum rates are set out in the Charges 
Order which was approved by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in advance of 
the Referendum.  The Children’s Referendum, being held on a Saturday, allowed for a reduction 
in the hours of the poll (from 9am to 10pm) compared to other Referendums.  The shorter poll-
ing hours will result in reduced costs as lower payments will be made for hours in excess of 12.

Remuneration of persons in relation to taking the poll or polls:

Position Referendum For each hour over 12 hours 
or, in the case of Special 
Presiding Officers only, ev-
ery hour over 6 hours

(1) Special Presiding Officer €266.88 €26.69 
(2) Presiding Officer €336.88 €33.69 
(3) Supervisory Presiding 
Officers and Area Inspectors

€398.13 €39.81 

(4) Poll Clerks €262.50 €26.25 

Counting of Votes: Remuneration of persons engaged in the segregation of ballot papers, 
verification of ballot paper accounts and counting of votes:

Position Referendum For each additional hour 
over 12 hours (including 
time spent at the direction of 
the Local Returning Officer 
before the start of the count 
or after its close

1. Supervisor €398.13 €39.81 
2. Calculator €336.88 €33. 69 
3. Counter €262.50 €26.25 
4. Other staff €262.50 €26.25
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20/11/2012WRL01150Election Management System

20/11/2012WRL01200294. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 691 on 6 November 2012, if he will provide the total num-
ber of persons employed in the following roles in the Childrens Referendum; Special Presiding 
Officers, Presiding Officers, Supervisory Presiding Officers and Area Inspectors, Poll Clerks, 
Count Supervisors, Count Calculators, Counters. [51142/12]

20/11/2012WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The total 
number of persons employed for the Children’s Referendum is not available at this stage.  It is 
anticipated that the numbers will be similar to the numbers employed for the Lisbon 2 Refer-
endum as follows:

Lisbon Treaty Referendum (2) 2009 Numbers employed
Special Presiding Officers    140
Presiding Officers 6,480
Supervisory Presiding Officers & Area 
Inspectors

   629

Emergency Presiding Officers      43
Poll Clerks 6,512
Count Supervisors    238
Count Calculators    118
Counters 2,241
Total 16,401

20/11/2012WRL01350Capital Programme Expenditure

20/11/2012WRL01400295. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question 111 on 10 October 2012, if after the €120m cumulative underspend 
on the capital programme in August 2012 by reference to profile, the €236m underspend on the 
capital programme in September 2012 and the €336m underspend on the capital programme in 
October 2012, if Departments are withholding spending on the capital budget in order to offset 
overspends on current expenditure. [51151/12]

20/11/2012WRL01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As stated in 
previous replies, the actual roll-out of capital expenditure is a matter for individual line Depart-
ments and their agencies, operating within the annual allocations approved by Government and 
the delegated sanction arrangements issued by my Department.

My Department’s role is to allocate resources based on the information supplied by depart-
ments in relation to their contractual commitments, planned programme expenditure and del-
egated sanction arrangements.  These allocations are approved by the Dáil as part of the overall 
Voted expenditure ceilings for each Department.  My Department monitors all current and capi-
tal spend reported by Departments on a month by month basis to identify potential overruns.

Information from Departments indicates that the bulk of their remaining capital budgets will 
be spent by year end.  The spending pattern is in line with trends from previous years which 
show that the bulk of capital expenditure takes place in the last quarter of the year.  Where it 
is not possible to spend their capital allocation in full by year end, Departments may apply to 
carryover unspent capital (up to a maximum of 10% of their Voted capital allocation) into the 
next year.
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In the context of the requirement to meet our deficit targets and restore our economic sover-
eignty, each Department must ensure that the Vote level allocations are adhered to and that both 
capital and current expenditure are managed from within the overall allocation for the Vote.  
Should an overspend arise, the relevant Department may seek to address it through virement 
of savings from one sub-head to another; however, to do so requires sanction from my Depart-
ment.

20/11/2012WRL01550Public Sector Staff Redundancies

20/11/2012WRL01600296. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform re-
garding additional redundancies expected in the public sector, if these redundancies will be 
made in a selective or targeted way. [51164/12]

20/11/2012WRL01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is committed to creating, a leaner more efficient Public Service.  To this end, the identifi-
cation of staff surpluses is underway across the public service.  Where surplus staff cannot be 
redeployed, exit mechanisms (including voluntary redundancy) will be employed.  Final deci-
sions on numbers reductions to be achieved in each sector will take account of the surpluses 
identified by Ministers in respect of their portfolios and of expected rates of retirements in those 
sectors, Departments and Offices over the next few years.

20/11/2012WRL01750Primary Care Centres Expenditure

20/11/2012WRL01800297. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide details of the funding model being used to finance the building of the 20 primary 
health care centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51173/12]

20/11/2012WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On the 17th of 
July 2012, the Government announced its plans for an additional 2.25 billion euro investment 
in public infrastructure projects in Ireland.  The stimulus package comprises two elements: 
1.4 billion euro to fund the proposed new Public Private Partnerships (PPP) programme.  This 
will come from the European Investment Bank, the National Pensions Reserve Fund, domes-
tic banks and other potential sources of funding.  The National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA) and the Department of Finance are leading on sourcing this funding and are liaising 
with my Department in this regard; 850 million euro coming from the proceeds of the sale of 
State assets and from the new licensing arrangements for the National Lottery, to be used as a 
project preparation facility for the new PPP programme and to fund additional Exchequer capi-
tal projects and other commercial and publicly needed projects.

The PPP investment will be directed towards projects that meet key infrastructural needs 
and are in line with the priorities in the Government’s Investment Framework.  In the case of 
the primary healthcare centres the NDFA is the procuring authority and is working closely with 
the Department of Health and the HSE in the development of the projects, including develop-
ment of the project specific details of the funding.  The projects selected are from the education, 
health, transport and justice sectors.  Further information about the stimulus package and about 
the PPP projects is available on the website www.ppp.gov.ie.
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20/11/2012WRL01950Ministerial Pensions

20/11/2012WRL02000298. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the for-
mer Ministers currently in receipt of Ministerial and TD pensions; the names of the recipients; 
and the amount of money they receive from the pensions on an annual basis. [51258/12]

20/11/2012WRL02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The following 
table which is based on information provided by the Office of the Paymaster General and the 
Houses of the Oireachtas details the former Ministers who are currently in receipt of a Ministe-
rial and TD pension. 

Forename And Sur-
name

Annual Ministerial 
Pension less PSPR

Annual TD Pension 
Less PSPR

-

GAY MITCHELL 4,627.12  53,791.35 Gifting Ministerial 
PensionGifting TD’s 
pension in full

EOIN RYAN 5,929.48 €47,884.56
JIM HIGGINS 5,973.12 €51,390.36
SEÁN POWER 8,564.97 €27,899.28
JOHN DONNEL-
LAN

9,049.68 €31,749.36

RICHARD BARRY 9,842.12 €65,768.04
LIAM AYLWARD 10,258.74 €49,934.88
THOMAS FITZ-
PATRICK

10,991.31 €45,085.32

DONIE CASSIDY 11,505.91 €52,225.54
MICHAEL 
FINNERAN

11,648.50 €50,176.93

LORCAN ALLEN 11,684.40 €52,359.48
CHARLES Mc-
DONALD

11,810.85 €46,690.44

LIAM HYLAND 11,837.13 €49,489.80
SEAN McCARTHY 11,843.84 €26,760.36
DONAL CAREY 12,046.88 €53,975.88
BERNARD ALLEN 12,309.78 €52,206.24
LIZ McMANUS 12,309.80 €46,461.77
AUSTIN CURRIE 12,313.52 €47,070.48
TODDY 
O’SULLIVAN

14,713.23 €41,711.88

IVOR CALLELY 14,754.19 €50,448.52
AVRIL DOYLE 14,789.31 €45,346.08
NED O’KEEFFE 15,126.47 €50,389.08
SEAN HAUGHEY 16,692.85 €50,868.37
MICHAEL 
D’ARCY, senior

16,871.96 €51,982.44

DONAL CREED 16,871.96 €49,934.88
RORY KIELY 16,937.58 €35,386.68
BRIAN O’SHEA 17,036.04 €49,934.88
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Forename And Sur-
name

Annual Ministerial 
Pension less PSPR

Annual TD Pension 
Less PSPR

-

EITHNE FITZGER-
ALD

17,041.17  11,350.44 Gifting Ministerial 
PensionGifting TD’s 
pension in full

THOMAS HUSSEY 17,107.83 €44,107.56
CHRIS FLOOD 17,364.21 €38,428.92
JOHN RYAN 17,400.10 €49,934.88
PAUL CON-
NAUGHTON

17,733.40 €49,934.88

GEORGE BIR-
MINGHAM

17,733.40 €20,157.12

JACKIE FAHEY 18,076.95 €49,934.88
EDWARD COL-
LINS

18,328.20 €45,085.32

TOM MOFFATT 18,455.87 €23,736.72
HUGH BYRNE 
(Wexford)

18,455.87 €49,934.88

TIM O’MALLEY 18,649.06 €12,544.08
TOM PARLON 18,649.06 €12,544.08
LIAM T. COS-
GRAVE

18,767.62 €36,282.00

LIZ O’DONNELL 18,798.96 €40,104.72
DENIS LYONS 19,502.42 €29,241.48
FERGUS O’BRIEN 19,507.55 €47,483.52
TED NEALON 19,507.55 €40,229.28
JIM O’KEEFFE 19,507.55 €51,289.32
PAT THE COPE 
GALLAGHER

19,756.24 €50,805.96

NOEL DAVERN 20,220.79 €53,930.88
VINCENT BRADY 20,716.82 €38,913.84
DAN WALLACE 20,808.98 €52,283.16
BRIAN MULLOO-
LY

21,916.37 €35,386.68

NOEL AHERN 22,515.84 €47,717.52
TRAS HONAN 23,050.35 €27,699.84
SEAN CALLEARY 23,504.80 €49,336.92
GER CONNOLLY 24,800.39 €49,934.88
PATRICK POWER 26,033.73 €49,934.88
JOHN O’CONNELL 26,375.00 €49,934.88
MARY WALLACE 26,436.59 €51,009.84
PROINSIAS DE 
ROSSA

27,229.55  49,934.88 Gifting Ministerial 
PensionGifting TD’s 
pension in full

IVAN YATES 27,229.55 €47,607.00
NORA OWEN 27,239.53 €46,586.64
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Forename And Sur-
name

Annual Ministerial 
Pension less PSPR

Annual TD Pension 
Less PSPR

-

JOE JACOB 29,190.57 €49,934.88
MARTIN 
O’DONOGHUE

29,958.26 €21,731.76

MICHAEL J. 
NOONAN (Limer-
ick West)

30,749.44 €49,934.88

TOM KITT 31,223.75 €50,642.52
NOEL TREACY 32,216.55 €51,392.52
RICHARD BURKE 33,177.52 €20,157.12
JOHN GORMLEY 33,369.19 €35,261.77
GEMMA HUSSEY 35,520.87 €30,536.88
AUSTIN DEASY 35,520.87 €51,974.76
NIAMH BHREATH-
NACH

35,566.37 €11,609.76

TOM O’DONNELL 35,862.12 €49,934.88
RICHIE RYAN 35,862.12 €57,170.40
BARRY DESMOND 36,488.69 €49,934.88
BATT O’KEEFFE 36,945.44 €52,797.89
MERVYN TAYLOR 37,750.46 €40,229.28
MICHAEL D. HIG-
GINS

37,750.46  50,178.00 Gifting Ministerial 
PensionGifting TD’s 
pension in full

LIAM KAVANAGH 38,068.97 €53,466.72
PADDY O’TOOLE 38,683.24 €35,386.32
RAY MacSHARRY 39,001.75 €49,934.88
ALAN DUKES 42,960.42 €51,507.36
BRENDAN DALY 43,540.56 €51,974.76
JIM McDAID 47,471.64 €49,934.88
PADRAIG FLYNN 47,942.86 €39,186.24
PATRICK LALOR 51,218.99 €49,934.88
DESMOND 
O’MALLEY

52,629.55 €54,092.04

GERARD COLLINS 52,629.55 €49,934.88
PATRICK COONEY 52,629.55 €49,934.88
SILE DE VALERA 53,712.60 €49,934.88
RAY BURKE 53,903.60 €49,934.88
DAVID ANDREWS 58,495.21 €49,934.88
MÁIRE GEOGHE-
GAN-QUINN

60,002.27  42,660.60 Gifting Ministerial 
PensionGifting TD’s 
pension in full

PETER BARRY 60,713.06 €65,768.04
FRANK FAHEY 61,542.33 €51,411.24
MARY HANAFIN 62,461.54 €49,934.88
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Forename And Sur-
name

Annual Ministerial 
Pension less PSPR

Annual TD Pension 
Less PSPR

-

SEAMUS PATTI-
SON

63,738.68 €53,466.72

ROBERT MOLLOY 63,742.42 €49,934.88
MARY O’ROURKE 67,042.55 €50,938.32
RORY O’HANLON 67,042.55 €49,934.88
LIAM MAC COS-
GAIR

67,855.23 €65,768.04 Gifting €5,000 from 
Ministerial Pension

MICHAEL 
O’KENNEDY

68,857.62 €53,945.88

MICHAEL SMITH 69,242.64 €49,934.88
CHARLES JOHN 
McCREEVY

69,242.64 €49,934.88

JOE WALSH 69,242.64 €49,934.88
SEAN TREACY 69,242.64 €49,934.88
MICHAEL WOODS 69,242.64 €53,453.16
JOHN 
O’DONOGHUE

69,242.64 €49,934.88

MARTIN CULLEN 69,242.64 €49,934.88
NOEL DEMPSEY 69,242.64 €49,934.88
DERMOT AHERN 69,242.64 €50,722.44
DICK SPRING 71,173.16 €49,934.88
MICHAEL Mc-
DOWELL

74,280.99 €30,244.56

MARY HARNEY 79,870.75 €49,934.88
JOHN BRUTON 91,536.98 €50,282.40
ALBERT REYN-
OLDS

99,026.82 €49,934.88

BERTIE AHERN 100,228.16 €49,934.88
BRIAN COWEN 100,228.16 €49,934.88

20/11/2012WRL02150Flood Relief Schemes Applications

20/11/2012WRL02200299. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
current flood mitigation applications with his Department from counties Roscommon, Leitrim 
and Galway County Councils; the cost of each project and the current status of the applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51270/12]

20/11/2012WRL02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Details of the current applications from Leitrim, Roscommon and Galway County 
Councils under the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works Scheme are given in the table below.  
The applications are being considered currently in accordance with the scheme eligibility crite-
ria and having regard to the overall availability of resources for flood risk management.
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Galway County Council

Project Location Funding sought
Cregg, R353, Abbey, Portumna €6,500.00
Kiltiernan, Ardrahan, Ballindereen(Refused 
application, Council have sought review)

€320,000

Lacka 2 Bridge- R362 €40,000.00
Moneen, Grannagh, Kinvara €10,000.00
Peterswell, Gort €25,000.00
Renville West, Oranmore €10,000.00
Termon North, Gort €17,460.00
Truskey River, Bearna €10,000.00

Leitrim County Council

Project Location Funding sought
Glenfarne €200,000.00
Gortinor along R280, north of Manorham-
ilton

€50,000.00

Hartley, Carrick-on-Shannon €40,000.00
Moneenashinnagh & Carnavannogue €40,000.00
Owenmore River, Manorhamilton €50,000.00
Shanvaus River €50,000.00
Townparks, Carrick-on-Shannon €50,000.00
Tully Lough, Fenagh €200,000.00

Roscommon County Council

Project Location Funding sought
Ballyglass Lower, Ballinaheglish €32,000.00
Ballyglass River, (upstream Milltown 
Bridge)

€45,000.00

Castleplunket €70,000.00
Four Roads €220,000.00
Oran / Killinraghty €75,000.00
Roverkilly / Four Roads €10,000.00

The Office of Public Works has to date approved funding of €5,562,111 to Galway Co 
Council, €1,160,888 to Roscommon Co Council and €506,460 to Leitrim Co Council under the 
Minor Flood Mitigation & Coastal Protection Scheme.

20/11/2012WRL02350Public Sector Staff Redundancies

20/11/2012WRL02400300. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide an update on the redundancy scheme for the public sector as announced at the 
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start of October 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51367/12]

20/11/2012WRL02500301. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in regard to the redundancy scheme for the public sector as announced at the start of October 
2012, the likely target for redundancies with the Health Service Executive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51368/12]

20/11/2012WRL02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 300 and 301 together.

The Government is committed to creating a leaner more efficient Public Service.  To this 
end, the identification of staff surpluses is underway across the public service (including the 
health service).  Where surplus staff cannot be redeployed, exit mechanisms (including volun-
tary redundancy) will be employed.  Final decisions on numbers reductions to be achieved in 
each sector will take account of the surpluses identified by Ministers in respect of their port-
folios and of expected rates of retirements in those sectors, Departments and Offices over the 
next few years.  For more a comprehensive reply on an individual Department/Office or sector 
enquires should in the first instant be directed to the appropriate Minister.

20/11/2012WRL02650Public Sector Staff Redundancies

20/11/2012WRL02700302. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will report on his recent proposals for further public sector redundancies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51414/12]

20/11/2012WRL02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is committed to creating a leaner more efficient Public Service.  To this end, the identifi-
cation of staff surpluses is under way across the public service.  Where surplus staff cannot be 
redeployed, exit mechanisms (including voluntary redundancy) will be employed.  Final deci-
sions on numbers reductions to be achieved in each sector will take account of the surpluses 
identified by Ministers in respect of their portfolios and of expected rates of retirements in those 
sectors, Departments and Offices over the next few years.

20/11/2012WRL02850National Lottery Licence Sale

20/11/2012WRL02900303. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide an update on the tendering process to sell the National Lottery; the timeframe 
for the conclusion of the tendering process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51415/12]

20/11/2012WRL03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I announced 
on 4th April 2012 that the Government has decided to hold a competition for the next National 
Lottery licence and that the licence will be for a 20 year period.  Since April, my Department 
has carried out a considerable amount of preparatory work for the competition.  It will be nec-
essary to revise the National Lottery Act 1986.  The Government has approved the General 
Scheme of the National Lottery Bill 2012.  The General Scheme has been sent to the Office of 
the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.  It is my intention to seek Government approval 
for the Bill in the current Dáil session and, subject to approval, the Bill will be published shortly 
afterwards.  In tandem with the publication of the Bill, I will set out a scheduled timeline re-
garding the competitive process for the next National Lottery licence.
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20/11/2012WRL03050Public Sector Staff Redundancies

20/11/2012WRL03100304. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
it is his objective to seek uniformity in the redundancy terms offered across the public service 
and the commercial semi-State sector; if he will provide any guidelines that have been issued to 
commercial State companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51497/12]

20/11/2012WRL03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is committed to creating a leaner more efficient Public Service.  To this end, the identifi-
cation of staff surpluses is under way across the public service.  Where surplus staff cannot be 
redeployed, exit mechanisms (including voluntary redundancy) will be employed.  Final deci-
sions on numbers reductions to be achieved in each sector will take account of the surpluses 
identified by Ministers in respect of their portfolios and of expected rates of retirements in those 
sectors, Departments and Offices over the next few years.

In the event of voluntary redundancy being introduced, the terms of the Collective agree-
ment on redundancy payments to Public Servants would apply.  These terms are similar to those 
offered in the recent past to staff in the HSE and Teagasc.  In the event that a body in the com-
mercial semi-State sector wishes to introduce a redundancy scheme, the prior sanction of my 
Department is required.  Each application will be considered on its merits but in the context of 
the arrangements already agreed for the public service.

20/11/2012WRL03250Schools Building Projects Status

20/11/2012WRL03300305. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to a recent report in a national newspaper that Bank of Ireland is providing €50m funding to 
build eight schools in a public private partnership, if he will provide details of the eight schools 
reportedly being built; the overall budget and timescale for completion of construction and 
commissioning; and the terms under which Bank of Ireland is providing the finance. [51504/12]

20/11/2012WRL03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): While my 
Department is responsible for the policy of PPPs, ownership of individual projects remains 
with the Sponsoring Department.  I have warmly welcomed the recent announcement by my 
colleague the Minister for Education and Skills, Mr Ruairí Quinn, TD, that the latest Bundle 
of PPP schools has been signed off on by all partners and that work began on sites around the 
country last week.  Details of the Ministers announcement are on the Department of Education 
and Skills website www.education.ie.

I understand this investment will provide some 5,700 places for pupils in 8 new schools 
throughout the country.  This will create and sustain important jobs in the construction sector. 
It will bring the total number of schools delivered under the PPP model in the State to 23.  The 
Bundle of schools consists of 8 individual schools: 7 post primaries and one primary - at the 
following locations:

Post-primary: Coláiste Ailigh, Letterkenny, Co Donegal: permanent school for the 
gaelcholáiste established in 2000 (350 pupils); Ballinamore Community School, Co Leitrim: 
amalgamation of Fatima and Felim’s Secondary School and Ballinamore Vocational School 
(400 pupils); Doughiska Community College, Co Galway: new school for a rapidly growing 
population in the Doughiska area (650 pupils).  It will be provided on a shared campus with the 
new primary school (see below); Gorey, Co Wexford: new school for a rapidly growing popu-
lation in the Gorey area (1,000 pupils); Doon/Cappamore, Co Limerick Secondary School, 
Co Limerick: new school arising from the amalgamation of St. Fintan’s Doon, St. Joseph’s 
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Doon and Colaiste Phobal Mhichil Cappamore (850 pupils); Tramore Secondary School, Co 
Waterford: amalgamation of CBS Tramore and Stella Maris schools (1,000 pupils); Athlone 
Community College, Co Westmeath: replacement for the current building (1,000 pupils) Pri-
mary; Doughiska, Co Galway: new school for a rapidly growing population in the Doughiska 
area on same site as Doughiska Community College (447 pupils).

It has taken some time to get agreement with all the partners on this project and I acknowl-
edge the efforts of all those involved including the procuring authority for this project the 
National Development Finance Agency, the sponsoring authority the Department of Education 
and Skills, and our funding partners the EIB and Bank of Ireland and the PPP Consortium Bam 
Ireland.  EIB provided 50% of the funding and I am aware that Bank of Ireland provided the 
balance of senior debt for this project.  The agreed financial terms and the overall budget for 
the project are commercially sensitive and are therefore confidential.  All schools are expected 
to be completed by 2014.

20/11/2012WRL03450Capital Programme Expenditure

20/11/2012WRL03500306. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department was consulted in connection with the stimulus package that included primary care 
centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44102/12]

20/11/2012WRL03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On the 17th of 
July 2012, the Government announced its plans for an additional 2.25 billion euro investment in 
public infrastructure projects in Ireland.  The stimulus package included 1.4 billion euro to fund 
the proposed new Public Private Partnerships (PPP) programme.  The investment is directed 
towards projects that meet key infrastructural needs and are in line with the priorities in the 
Government’s Investment Framework.  The PPP package involves projects across a number of 
sectors – transport, education, healthcare and justice.

In line with the normal division of responsibilities in relation to expenditure, my Depart-
ment developed the overall policy approach for the stimulus package while the details of the 
actual projects and locations was a matter for the relevant Ministers and their Departments and 
agencies.  All of the projects in the stimulus package are subject to the normal rules and guide-
lines on the management and appraisal of capital investment including, in the case of PPPs, the 
specific guidance on PPP appraisal and value for money, details of which can be found on the 
website www.ppp.gov.ie.

20/11/2012WRL03650Croke Park Agreement Issues

20/11/2012WRL03700307. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress that has been made at the meeting on the Croke Park Agreement in Government Build-
ings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45660/12]

20/11/2012WRL03800308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress that was made at the recent meeting he chaired in his Department regarding potential 
savings in all Departments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45668/12]

20/11/2012WRL03900311. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
report on the recent contacts he has had with the social partners. [45695/12]

20/11/2012WRL04000312. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if has 
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had any recent meetings with trade union leaders. [47415/12]

20/11/2012WRL04100313. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the con-
tacts he has had with the Social Partners since Dáil Éireann returned after the summer recess. 
[47416/12]

20/11/2012WRL04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 307, 308 and 311 to 313, inclusive, together.

Work is continuing across the public service to secure further savings and reforms under 
the framework of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014.  We must all maximise the Agree-
ment’s potential to leverage further pay and non-pay savings as well as further reform of work 
practices and service delivery in the public service.  As part of that process, I attended a meeting 
chaired by the Taoiseach, with the Chair and members of the Implementation Body, which is 
responsible for driving the implementation of the Agreement, on 11 October last. Deputies will 
be aware that the Body’s membership is comprised of representatives of public service manage-
ment and from the Public Services Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU).  
A key output from that engagement is that revised Action Plans are being advanced at sectoral 
level.  I understand that the Implementation Body is currently considering those draft plans and 
they will be published on the Body’s website in due course.

Separately, today I invited members of the Public Services Committee of the Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions to discussions on a new agenda for improvements in the productivity of pub-
lic servants and reductions in the cost of delivery of public services.  This invitation has been 
issued in light of the Government’s determination to meet the challenge posed by the fiscal 
consolidation in the period from 2013 to 2015 to reduce the deficit below 3% of GDP by 2015, 
and a shared ambition to build on the substantial contribution already made by public servants 
to Ireland’s ongoing economic recovery.

Depending on the outcome of the initial discussions, the Government has indicated its will-
ingness to enter a process of negotiation with the objective of concluding an agreement on 
workplace change and savings with its employees at the earliest possible date.

20/11/2012WRL04350Departmental Staff Recruitment

20/11/2012WRL04400309. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
economic expertise which is available to advise him within his Department. [47362/12]

20/11/2012WRL04500310. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has officials or advisors within his own Department with expertise in economics; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [49718/12]

20/11/2012WRL04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 309 and 310 together.

In addition to those staff, spread throughout my Department, with expertise and qualifica-
tions in economics, the Government decided in May this year to supplement this expertise 
by setting up the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES).  The work of 
the Service will support Departments in evaluating policy and expenditure options; value for 
money exercises; cost benefit and regulatory impact analyses; and regulatory and competition 
issues.

Candidates with postgraduate economic qualifications were targeted through an Administra-
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tive Officer (Economist) competition run by the Public Appointments Service earlier this year.

Some 27 staff were initially recruited under an Administrative Officer (economist) competi-
tion run by the Public Appointments Service, 15 of whom have taken up positions in the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  These recruits will supplement the existing expertise 
already within my Department, including that of the Central Expenditure Evaluation Unit.

  Questions Nos. 311 to 313, inclusive, answered with Question No. 307.

Work Permit Applications

20/11/2012WRM00400314. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the po-
sition regarding an application for a working visa in respect of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [50923/12]

20/11/2012WRM00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A work permit 
application in respect of this person was received in my Department on 9th November 2012.  
My Department’s policy in this regard strikes a balance between the needs of the proposed 
employer and the employment rights of the employee.  The application was refused on 15th No-
vember 2012 as the salary stated in respect of the proposed employment was not in accordance 
with the prescribed policy for sports professionals who must be paid the National Minimum 
Wage for a 39 hour working week.  In addition the employer did not observe the requirements 
for registering as an employer with the Revenue Commissioners.  Finally, the employment 
permit sought was for a one year duration.  This did not accord with my Department’s policy to 
issue work permits for Sports Professionals on a seasonal non-renewable basis.

Finally, I would advise the Deputy that should the employer wish this decision to be ap-
pealed they may do so in accordance with Section 13 the Employment Permits Act, 2006, 
within twenty-one days from the date of the letter of refusal.  Any such submission, addressed 
to the Appeals Officer, Employment Permits Section, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation, Davitt House, Adelaide Road, Dublin 2, will be considered on the basis of the evidence 
available to my Department and any further information of relevance which the employer may 
wish to submit.

20/11/2012WRM00550Enterprise Support Services Provision

20/11/2012WRM00600315. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to provide additional supports for enterprise development in Tallaght, Dublin 24; if he 
will note that this particular need was highlighted at the recent AGM of Partas Get Tallaght 
Working; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51087/12]

20/11/2012WRM00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Supporting 
new and existing indigenous and foreign-owned businesses, across all regions, is central to our 
plans for recovery, growth and jobs.  The Action Plan for Jobs contains a number of measures 
which are aimed specifically at the facilitation and incentivisation of national enterprise devel-
opment from start-ups to growth companies.  The Enterprise Development agencies, under the 
aegis of my Department, are at the forefront of implementing the Action Plan for Jobs across all 
regions and will ensure that enterprises can maximise their contribution to economic and jobs 
growth.
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In 2011, Enterprise Ireland paid over €5.4m in financial support to its client companies to 
assist them to develop their business and create employment in South County Dublin including 
Tallaght.  The New Frontiers Programme, which focuses on developing a person’s entrepre-
neurial abilities is co-ordinated by Enterprise Ireland and is providing €4.25m in funding to 
enable the Institutes of Technology, including Tallaght IT, to deliver the Programme at a local 
level.  Participants receive financial support of €15,000.  So far this year, 23 people participated 
in Phase 1 of the Programme at Tallaght IT and 15 applicants are currently completing Phase 
2.A new Community Enterprise Centre Development Programme was launched this year for 
the maintenance or establishment of a strong business development function in the Community 
Enterprise Centres, funded by Enterprise Ireland.  Three Community Enterprise Centres in the 
Tallaght Area were successful in securing this funding in 2012, including Partas Centres in Kil-
linarden and Brookfield.

The South Dublin County Enterprise Board provides support for small businesses with 10 
employees or fewer in the start-up and expansion phases, to develop indigenous micro-enter-
prise potential and to stimulate economic activity and entrepreneurship at local level. In 2011 
the Board paid out €357,682 in grant assistance to 38 microenterprise projects in the county.  
This year, the Board will continue to be actively involved in economic development in the area 
and will ensure that available funds are targeted to maximise entrepreneurial development.

From IDA Ireland’s perspective, Tallaght continues to be well-equipped to compete for po-
tential Foreign Direct Investment, with superb infrastructure facilities at City West and Grange 
Castle.  IDA announcements in 2012 include Xilinx – a €50m expansion in its operations; SAP 
– creation of 150 jobs; Microsoft – US$130m expansion in its operations.  As recently as Sep-
tember 2012, Aspen, announced the creation of 44 jobs at its facility in City West.  

Ensuring that more micro and small businesses can start up, expand and export is a key pil-
lar of the Government’s plans for jobs and growth.  That is why the Government has decided 
to implement an ambitious reform in the delivery of service to small and micro business.  This 
will include the:-

- Development of a new Small and Micro Business Division within Enterprise Ireland (EI) 
as a centre of excellence in the provision of supports to the small and micro enterprise sectors; 

- Dissolution of the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) and the transfer of their 
functions, assets and liabilities to Enterprise Ireland (EI);

- Establishment of Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) to provide a high quality, innovative, 
“one-stop-shop” support service for small businesses within Local Authorities, and providing 
early access to the services of national bodies and,

- Integration of key local authority business services into the Local Enterprise Office and 
promotion of a local environment in which enterprise can thrive.

Pending the introduction of these proposed new arrangements, micro-enterprises employing 
less than 10 persons, in Tallaght can, as their first port of call, continue to contact South Dublin 
County Enterprise Board (SDCEB) on: www.sdenterprise.ie.

To improve access to credit for entrepreneurs and micro-enterprises, and to facilitate the 
growth and expansion of viable businesses from all industry sectors which have been refused 
access to credit by banks, the Government recently established the Microfinance Loan Fund.  
The Fund is open to entrepreneurs and aspiring entrepreneurs of all ages, across the country. 

Microfinance Ireland, (MFI), the company set up to operate the Fund, is working closely 
with the CEBs and Enterprise Ireland and are very conscious of the particular difficulties en-
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trepreneurs face with regard to credit history, previous business experience etc. and where they 
can assist entrepreneurs, they will do so.  However, the potential viability of the business pro-
posal is the dominant factor in any credit decision made by Microfinance Ireland.

I am confident that the measures outlined in the Action Plan for Jobs, together with the ini-
tiatives being pursued by the State Agencies will ensure the creation of enterprise development 
and employment opportunities for Tallaght and the surrounding area.

20/11/2012WRM00750Job Creation Issues

20/11/2012WRM00800316. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of jobs announced by the Industrial Development 
Agency; the number of jobs created in IDA supported companies and the value of grants award-
ed and the value of grants refunded to the IDA for each of the past five years. [51201/12]

20/11/2012WRM00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of IDA 
Ireland’s investment announcements, including potential job numbers since 2007, are available 
on the IDA website - www.idaireland.com.  

The Forfás Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that 
are supported by the industrial development agencies.  The number of new jobs created in IDA 
client companies in each of the years 2007 to 2011 is set out in the following tabular statement.  
Figures for 2012 will not be available until the end of the year.

Information relating to grants awarded by IDA to its client companies is confidential be-
tween the Agency and the client company.  However, total figures for grants paid by IDA and 
refunded to IDA in each year 2007 to 2011 are contained in the financial statements to the 
Agency’s Annual Report and Accounts, copies of which are available in the Oireachtas Library.  
IDA’s Annual Reports for each of the years 2007 to 2011 are available on the Agency’s website 
www.idaireland.com.

Table showing Number of Jobs created in IDA Supported Companies in each of the 
years 2007 to 2011 inclusive 

Year Number of new jobs created
2007 10,401
2008 9,203
2009 5,239
2010 9,075
2011 11,594
The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

The number of jobs announced by IDA Ireland; the number of jobs created in IDA sup-
ported companies; the value of grants awarded to IDA client companies and the value of any 
grants refunded to IDA for each of the past five years are detailed in the following table.

Year Number of Jobs 
Announced

Number of new 
jobs created

Value of Grants 
Awarded

Value of Grants 
Refunded

2007 3,014 10,401 78,518,000 14,572,000
2008 5,406 9,203 79,691,000 4,189,000
2009 2,876 5,239 80,862,000 14,734,000
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Year Number of Jobs 
Announced

Number of new 
jobs created

Value of Grants 
Awarded

Value of Grants 
Refunded

2010 5,841 9,075 120,339,000 12,881,000
2011 7,060 11,594 96,757,000 18,798,000

20/11/2012WRM00950Job Creation Issues

20/11/2012WRM01000317. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of jobs announced by Enterprise Ireland; the number 
of jobs created in Enterprise Ireland supported companies and the value of grants awarded and 
the value of any grants refunded to Enterprise Ireland for each of the past five years. [51202/12]

20/11/2012WRM01100318. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide details of each of the jobs announced or welcomed by his Department over the past 
five years; the numbers employed by the enterprise at the time of the announcement and the 
numbers currently employed by the enterprise. [51203/12]

20/11/2012WRM01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 317 and 318 together.

As Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, I welcome all announcements concerning 
the creation of jobs.  All press releases relating to job creation issued by my Department’s Press 
Office are available at: http://www.enterprise.gov.ie/Press-Releases/   

Details of Enterprise Ireland’s job and investment announcements to the end of October 
2012, and those of IDA Ireland and Shannon Development, are published on their respective 
websites – www.enterprise-ireland.com; www.idaireland.ie and www.shannon-dev.ie.  How-
ever, I should point out that some investment and job creation projects in client companies are 
not announced by these agencies, for example, in cases where the company involved does not 
wish this to happen. 

The Forfás Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that 
are supported by Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and Shannon Development.  The data is com-
piled on an annualized basis and details relating to 2012 will be available in the early part of 
2013.  

In addition, Enterprise Ireland publishes each year a detailed schedule of financial support 
payments to its client companies for the previous year.  This information is listed by client com-
pany at county level.  These reports are available directly from Enterprise Ireland and I have 
requested the agency to forward a copy of the 2011 report to Deputy Tóibín.

In relation to public funds paid to enterprises, details of individual offers of support from 
Enterprise Ireland to each client company are confidential and will vary, depending on the type 
of support being sought.  

  Table 1 below provides details of Enterprise Ireland full-time job gains for the period 2007 
to 2011.  Table 2 identifies the value of grants awarded to Enterprise Ireland supported compa-
nies and the value of any grants refunded to Enterprise Ireland for each of the past five years.
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Table 1

Enterprise 
Ireland 
Employment 
Data

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Full Time 
Jobs

171,532 165,685 145,767 141,222 141,228

Full Time 
Job Gains

18,133 13,886 8,464 11,001 9,076

Table 2

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Direct Finan-
cial Support 
to  Enterprise 
(€’000)

€77,214 €125,430 €204,103 €222,620 €105,658

Refunds 
(€’000)

€1,186 €2,484 €1,617 €4,391 €4,267

20/11/2012WRM01250IDA Site Visits

20/11/2012WRM01300319. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide statistics on the number of site visits for potential investors arranged by the Indus-
trial Development Agency to Dublin 10 from 2002 to 2012. [51236/12]

20/11/2012WRM01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that the data on site visits by potential investors is tracked on a regional basis. 

Dublin 10, as part of Dublin City, is the only gateway in the East Region. IDA’s East Region 
consists of Counties Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow and Meath.  

I am informed that in the period from the 2003 to date, there have been a total of 1109 site 
visits to that region, the majority of which would have been to the Greater Dublin area.  Details 
of the number of site visits to the Region in each of the years 2003 to 2012 are set out in the 
following tabular statement.  The agency has informed me that details on site visits for 2002 
are not available. 

Dublin is a spectacular success in terms of Foreign Direct Investment as it hosts many of 
the world’s leading companies such as Google, eBay, PayPal, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
Microsoft, Oracle, Pfizer, Amgen, IBM, Citi and Accenture.  There are 492 IDA client compa-
nies employing 51,910 people in permanent employment and a further 5,075 in part-time and 
contract positions across a range a business sectors and activities in Dublin City and County. 

While, globally, the outlook for FDI continues to be challenging, IDA Ireland has assured 
me that there are still investment opportunities to be won in global markets.  Accordingly, the 
Agency continues to compete vigorously for such projects for Ireland and, as part of that pro-
cess, continues to promote Dublin City and County including Dublin 10 for suitable investment. 

However, while IDA tries to influence the location of investments, the final decision on 
where to locate is taken in all case by the investor.
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Table showing the number of site visits by potential investors to the East Region in 
each of the years 2003 to 2012.

Year Site Visits
2003 45
2004 54
2005 83
2006 92
2007 92
2008 98
2009 95
2010 214
2011 158
2012 (to date) 178

20/11/2012WRM01450Human Rights Issues

20/11/2012WRM01500320. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his posi-
tion on the Domestic Workers’ ILO Convention; if Ireland will make the convention a priority 
as part of our membership of the UN Human Rights Council; if he will ratify the convention; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51248/12]

20/11/2012WRM01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ireland was 
recently elected to serve as a member of the United Nations Human Rights Council for a pe-
riod of three years, beginning January 2013.  Ireland has long championed the vital role of the 
United Nations in the promotion and protection of human rights, including the rights of work-
ers, and will continue to do so as members of the Human Rights Council.

The issue of ratification by Ireland of Convention No. 189 on decent work for domestic 
workers is being considered in the context of our standard approach to the ratification of inter-
national instruments.  Ireland does not ratify international Conventions until any such necessary 
amendments to domestic legislation have been identified and effected. 

A preliminary assessment of the implications of ratifying the International Labour Organi-
sation’s Convention 189 on Domestic Workers is currently being finalised by my Department.  
The Assessment includes an Article-by-Article examination of the extent to which Domestic 
legislation provisions already provide for the Rights and Entitlements enunciated in each Ar-
ticle, as well as the extent to which any legislative amendments will be required.  This assess-
ment will then be forwarded to the Office of the Attorney General for their examination. 

My officials have been in contact with EU Commission officials and I am aware that they 
are in the process of issuing a document to all its members in relation to the ratification of the 
Convention.  I have asked the Commission to provide me with this document when it is avail-
able.

It is important, to note, however, that domestic workers are protected by virtue of the fact 
that the full suite of employment rights legislation, including that of redress for violations of 
their employment rights, apply to domestic workers in the same way as they apply to other 
categories of employees in Ireland.  Also it is worth pointing out that NERA has carried out a 
programme of inspections involving Domestic Workers as well as continuing to respond to any 
complaints it receives from Domestic Workers.
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A voluntary Code of Practice for Persons Employed in Other People’s Homes was devel-
oped under the Industrial Relations Act 1990.  The Code sets out certain employment rights 
and practices for persons employed in other people’s homes and encourages good practice and 
compliance with the law in such employment situations.  In any proceedings before a court, or 
a workplace relations dispute resolution body, a code of practice shall be admissible in evidence 
and any provision of the code which appears to the court, body or officer concerned to be rel-
evant to any question arising in the proceedings shall be taken into account in determining that 
question.

20/11/2012WRM01650Credit Guarantee Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRM01700321. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
outline the details in relation to the new credit guarantee scheme; if new start up businesses can 
apply under this scheme; the percentage of the State guarantee that will be provided in these 
cases; the number of enquiries and the approvals that have taken place under this scheme to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51358/12]

20/11/2012WRM01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Credit 
Guarantee Scheme is targeted at commercially viable, well performing micro, small and me-
dium enterprises including start-ups that have a solid business plan and a defined market for 
their products or services, thereby demonstrating their ability to repay the loan.  The Scheme 
provides a 75% State guarantee to banks against losses on qualifying enterprises to facilitate 
lending that would not otherwise take place.  The Scheme is intended to address two distinct 
barriers to lending; inadequacy of collateral (Pillar 1) and inadequacy of understanding of the 
novelty of a business model, market, sector or technology (Pillar 2).  

The lender assesses viability according to its normal assessment criteria and the decision 
of the lender in terms of assessing viability is final.  Guarantees may be provided for any loan 
value between €10,000 and €1 million.  The borrower pays a 2% annual premium which par-
tially covers the cost of providing the guarantee.  Use of the Scheme is limited to additional new 
lending, with refinancing of existing debt explicitly excluded.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Scheme went live on Wednesday 24th October.  At this 
early stage, the number of approved guarantees on Friday 16th November is two.

Bank of Ireland, AIB and Ulster Bank are participating in the Scheme.  Initial enquiries re-
garding the Scheme are not currently being monitored as potential borrowers are being advised 
to contact the participating banks directly.  The Department will of course keep a close eye on 
developments in respect of the scheme as matters unfold.

20/11/2012WRM01850Employment Appeals Tribunal

20/11/2012WRM01900322. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding a complaint made to his Department by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51533/12]

20/11/2012WRM02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
that the circumstances surrounding your constituent’s complaint arise on foot of an appeal to the 
Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) of the recommendation of a Rights Commissioner under 
the Unfair Dismissals Acts. 
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The EAT and the Rights Commissioner Service, which operates as a service of the Labour 
Relations Commission (LRC), are independent statutory bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment.  As independent quasi-judicial bodies, I have no role in the day-to-day exercise of their 
functions. 

If an employee considers that s/he has been unfairly dismissed, s/he may submit a claim for 
redress under the Unfair Dismissals Acts to a Rights Commissioner or a claim may be submit-
ted directly to the EAT.  Where a claim is heard by a Rights Commissioner under the Unfair 
Dismissals Acts, the Rights Commissioner will issue a recommendation and either party may 
appeal that recommendation to the EAT.  The appeal must be made within 6 weeks of the date 
on which the Rights Commissioner communicated the recommendation to the parties.  This is 
done by giving written notice of appeal within that period to the EAT on the prescribed form.  
In communicating Rights Commissioners’ recommendations, it is standard practice to include 
with the recommendations, information on how an appeal of recommendation can be made.

Where a claim or appeal is heard by the EAT under the Unfair Dismissals Acts, the Tribunal 
will issue a determination.  There is a right of appeal by either party to the Circuit Court from 
a determination of the Tribunal.  

The statutory time limits for appealing the recommendation of a Rights Commissioner to 
the EAT are provided for in the Unfair Dismissal Acts and the EAT does not have any discretion 
to extend these time limits in any circumstances. 

I am fully aware of the specific issues and circumstances surrounding your constituent’s 
complaint.  Having made enquiries into this matter, I understand that Officials within my De-
partment have conducted a thorough scrutiny of the facts in relation to this case and letters have 
issued, in both November 2011 and February 2012, in respect of earlier complaints made by 
your constituent in relation to this matter.  I am informed that there has been no change in facts 
of this case since then.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, I have addressed the specific issues 
concerning your constituent’s present complaint in my reply which will issue to you in response 
to the representations you have made on his behalf in relation to the matter (Ref: 121035/MIN 
refers). 

As you may be aware, I am currently undertaking a root and branch reform of the existing 
Workplace Relations Bodies.  The Reform Programme I have commenced will deliver a two 
tier Workplace Relations structure by merging the activities of the Labour Relations Commis-
sion, the National Employment Rights Authority, the Equality Tribunal and the first instance 
functions of the EAT and the Labour Court into a new Body of First Instance, to be known as 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC).  The appellate functions of the Employment Ap-
peals Tribunal will be incorporated into an expanded Labour Court. Work has commenced on 
the drafting of a Workplace Relations Bill to give effect to the new two-tier structure.

My objective is to establish a world-class Workplace Relations Service. The Workplace 
Relations Bill which I hope to publish in early 2013 will contain provisions in respect of the 
relevant procedures for appeals along the lines already outlined in the policy document ‘Leg-
islating for a Worldclass Workplace Relations Service’ and also in my presentation before the 
joint Oireachtas Committee on Jobs Enterprise and Innovation last July.  I intend proposing to 
the Oireachtas that all first instance complaints requiring adjudication will be heard by the Ad-
judication Officers of the new Workplace Relations Commission and any subsequent appeals 
will be heard by the Labour Court as a full fresh appeal.  The Labour Court will act as a court 
of final appeal for all adjudication decisions of the Workplace Relations Commission, subject 
to the right of either party to bring a further appeal from a determination of the Labour Court to 
the High Court on a point of law only.
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The WRC will have statutory jurisdiction for facilitating the resolution of disputes under 
employment, equality and industrial relations legislation, in accordance with best practice and 
in compliance with international human rights standards.  To ensure that the WRC delivers its 
services to the highest standards, the Director will be supported by a Registration Service with 
a suitably qualified and experienced lawyer as Registrar.  It is envisaged that such a Registra-
tion Service would be responsible for the receipt, validation and processing of all employment 
related complaints and the coordination, management and referral of those cases to Hearing.  
For example, the Registration Service will check complaints on receipt and reject or redirect 
incomplete complaints, complaints which are out of time or which are grounded incorrectly.  
The Registration Service will have responsibility for steering each case through the system and 
ensuring it is dealt with efficiently and effectively.

In this regard, I am happy to report that substantial progress has been made to date and a 
number of important priority actions have been successfully delivered within the target tim-
escale which will ensure that all employment related complaints are dealt with effectively, 
efficiently and in a timely manner, including:-

- the introduction of a new single contact portal called “Workplace Relations Customer Ser-
vices” (for information provisions and complaints receipt and registration) which has replaced 
the five separate entry points, and

- a Single Complaint Form that deals with 100 first instance complaints has replaced the 30 
forms previously in use.

I fully expect the work that I have initiated with regard to the reform of the Workplace Rela-
tions Bodies to significantly improve the quality of service to users and I am confident that all 
employment related complaints will be dealt with in an effective, efficient and timely manner 
under the new structures.

20/11/2012WRM02050Enterprise Support Services Provision

20/11/2012WRM02100323. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
or any of the State’s industrial promotion agencies have been able to assist in having production 
resumed as a processing plant (details supplied) in County Cavan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51606/12]

20/11/2012WRM02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
that a Receiver was appointed to the company concerned on 22 October 2012.  

I am informed by Enterprise Ireland that they have been in regular contact with the Receiver 
and are available to provide any possible assistance that the agency can.  Enterprise Ireland will 
continue to work with all interested parties in line with its remit.  However, given the sensitive 
nature of situations such as this, discussions are conducted on a strictly confidential basis.

20/11/2012WRM02250Social Welfare Code Issues

20/11/2012WRM02300324. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will intro-
duce improved structures to incentivise social welfare recipients to work in the caring sector; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51522/12]

20/11/2012WRM02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government will continue 
to ensure that the social protection system incentivises rather than blocks the return to work 
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for unemployed people, including those with families.  This holds for all sectors of the labour 
market, including the care sector. 

Incentivising the take-up of employment is essentially being achieved by three means:-

- First, the Government is determined to continue to reform the tax and social welfare sys-
tem to ensure that a person who takes up employment is significantly better off financially then 
if they remained on social welfare. Our current Jobseekers Benefit and Jobseekers Allowance 
payments are already designed in such a way as to ensure that persons are incentivised to take 
up either full-time or part-time employment.  This is achieved by a gradual tapering of the so-
cial welfare payment for people who take up part-time employment.  Currently, a person can 
work up to three days and still have an entitlement to a reduced social welfare payment, with the 
reduction in the social welfare payment tapered in line with a person’s increase in earnings from 
work.  A person who wishes to work on a part-time basis over a period in excess of three days 
per week can avail of the Part Time Job Incentive Scheme or the Family Income Supplement 
Scheme.  People who are more than 12 months unemployed are also entitled to an increased 
personal tax credit in certain circumstances further increasing the returns to work.

In addition, reforms to the jobseekers’ schemes are being introduced to ensure that people in 
part-time employment are incentivised to take up full-time employment as such opportunities 
become available.  This includes rebasing the payment week for jobseeker’s benefit on a five-
day week rather than the previous six-day week basis where a person is working for part of the 
week.  This measure was introduced in July 2012.  And from February 2013 employment on a 
Sunday will be taken into account when determining the level of entitlement to jobseeker’s pay-
ments.  The recognition of Sunday working from the perspective of jobseeker’s allowance and 
benefit will reduce the amount of jobseeker’s payable to casual workers and thereby encourage 
workers to take up offers of full-time employment rather than combining part-time employment 
with social welfare payments.  

In a further effort to improve the financial incentive to take up employment, the Government 
has halved the lower rate of PRSI until end-2013 on jobs that pay up to €356 per week and ex-
empted low-paid, part-time and seasonal workers with an annual income of less than €10,036 
from the Universal Social Charge (increased from €4,004).

The Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare is examining issues around the operation 
and interaction of the tax and social welfare systems and may also recommend further measures 
to improve incentives to take up employment.

- Second, the Government is incentivising employers to hire the long-term unemployed.  
The Government has introduced a range of reforms and incentives to support, protect and create 
jobs, including through the Jobs Initiative in May 2011 which among other measures reduced 
VAT rates for labour intensive sectors.  The Employer Job (PRSI) Incentive Scheme is available 
to employers who hire persons who have been in receipt of specified social welfare payments 
for a period of six months or more and the Revenue Tax Assist Scheme is available to employers 
who hire a person in receipt of those benefits for in excess of 12 months.  This scheme, which 
provides a double tax relief for employers, also provides increased tax credits for the employee.

- Third, with the unemployed via the roll-out of the new one-stop-shop Intreo offices which 
were launched in October.  Interventions will include referral to group engagement, one-to-one 
interviews, education and/or training and placement/work experience opportunities at appropri-
ate intervals.  In addition, the Department of Social Protection will continue to implement its 
powers to sanction individuals in the form of reduced social welfare rates, if they fail to make a 
meaningful effort to engage in efforts to progress towards employment.
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20/11/2012WRM02450Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRM02500325. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; if it will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [50833/12]

20/11/2012WRM02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 18th June 2012.  
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRM02650Social Welfare Appeals Status

20/11/2012WRM02700326. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will approve 
and expedite an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [50837/12]

20/11/2012WRM02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28th 
September 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 9th October 
2012 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRM02825Family Income Supplement Application Numbers

20/11/2012WRM02900327. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been 
taken to prioritise the processing of claims for family income supplement which have been 
received since 5 of November 2012 over those which have been waiting from the beginning of 
June 2012; the person who took this decision; the date on which it was it taken; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [50839/12]

20/11/2012WRM03000328. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of a back-
log in applications for family income supplement which were received before 5 November 
2012; the timeframe expected to take to clear this backlog; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [50840/12]

20/11/2012WRM03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
327 and 328 together.

The Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers.

The current average waiting time for new family income supplement (FIS) claims is 16 
weeks and for renewal applications is 17 weeks.  At the end of October, there were 7,267 new 
FIS applications and 7,864 renewal applications awaiting decision.  The volume of FIS claims 
on hands and the delays in processing are a consequence of continued strong claim intake.



Questions - Written Answers

456

An in-depth business process improvement (BPI) project has recently been completed for 
the FIS scheme.  This project focused on optimising output and customer service and the elimi-
nation of backlogs.  Part of the project was a detailed examination of workloads and a full as-
sessment of existing capacity within the area and what capacity is needed in order to process the 
volumes of claims, both new and renewal, being received on a weekly basis.

A plan has now been devised and implementation commenced on 5 November 2012.  This 
plan sees the normal weekly new claim and renewal intake processed without delay while the 
backlog is ring-fenced and a focused team assigned to this work with a clear plan for its elimi-
nation.

The first steps taken to permanently eliminate future backlogs in FIS are to put in place suf-
ficient capacity and suitable structures and processes to deal with the weekly intake of work.  
This has been done in the case of the FIS scheme and the first week of operation has been very 
successful in this regard, achieving its target output.

This is not to say that the backlog of claims awaiting decision is being ignored or that work 
has ceased on it.  On the contrary, a separate team including additional temporary resources 
has been identified and is already assigned and working on the claims in question.  This team 
is fully focussed on the elimination of the backlog of claims in the shortest possible timeframe, 
concentrating in the first instance on those claims which were previously in payment but where 
payment has expired.

It is expected that the backlog will be fully eliminated by the end of March 2013.  Claims 
which are approved by the backlog team will be backdated to the date of claim or the date of 
expiry of the previous claim, as appropriate, and all arrears due will be paid.

20/11/2012WRM03150Social Welfare Appeals Delays

20/11/2012WRM03200329. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will approve 
and expedite an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [50841/12]

20/11/2012WRM03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 3rd May 
2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 8th October 2012 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRM03350Employment Support Services

20/11/2012WRM03400330. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on the way JobBridge is audited to ensure that employers do not use repeat internships 
to avoid employing new paid staff and if her attention has been drawn to any cases where this 
practice has been noticed and halted.  [50869/12]
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20/11/2012WRM03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The JobBridge Scheme has made 
significant progress since it came into operation on the 1st July 2011.  Over 12,100 internships 
have commenced to date with 5,398 participants currently on an internship as at 15th November 
2012 and over 1,900 internship opportunities presently advertised on www.jobbridge.ie.

The interim evaluation report conducted by Indecon found that 52% of the participants who 
have finished their JobBridge internship placement have progressed into employment.  These 
progression rates compare favourably with European averages in this area.

In order to protect the Intern and to ensure the integrity of the JobBridge Scheme a variety 
of control measures and criteria have been introduced.  These ensure that the internship does not 
displace an existing position; that it provides appropriate training and development experience; 
and that appropriate mentoring and support is provided to the Intern.

Under the current guidelines, upon the conclusion of an internship position a cooling off 
period of 6 months must elapse before a Host Organisation can re-advertise either this position 
or another placement in the same area of activity.  This is to prevent potential displacement 
and checks are conducted by the National Contact Centre in Edenderry.  However, should the 
proposed placement be in a different area of activity or in cases where a Host Organisation has 
employed their incumbent intern no such cooling off period will be applied.

Furthermore, to ensure that both the host organisation and intern are abiding by the spirit 
and the rules of the scheme, the Department of Social Protection are involved in the on-going 
monitoring of internships.  Through a strong on the ground presence; this involves the regular 
review of monthly compliance reports and the conducting of random monitoring site visits to 
facilitate discussions with both parties to the Internship.  I am delighted to advise that 95% of 
monitoring visits conducted to-date were of a satisfactory nature.  Remedial action has been 
taken in a small number of cases where the monitoring exercise deemed that not all aspects of 
the internship were of a satisfactory nature.

It is worth noting that participation in the Scheme is voluntary and an intern may contact 
the JobBridge Team at any stage of their Internship for advice and support.  Moreover, any 
individual who suspects that an internship may be in breach of the scheme’s criteria, including 
cases of suspected or potential displacement and quality may contact the JobBridge directly via 
the ‘Contact Us’ section of the JobBridge website.  This dedicated support unit will investigate 
matters further.

However, it is important to note that an independent evaluation of the Scheme is currently 
being undertaken by Indecon International Economic Consultants and it is anticipated that a 
final report will be published later this year.  Part of its remit includes recommendations on how 
the Scheme might be improved or expanded. It is at this stage that further consideration will 
be given to amending the terms and conditions of the Scheme.  Any such amendments to the 
scheme will be notified via the website.

20/11/2012WRN00150National Internship Scheme Administration

20/11/2012WRN00200331. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
asking employers partaking in JobBridge for a contribution to the cost of maintaining an intern; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [50870/12]

20/11/2012WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The JobBridge Scheme has made 
significant progress since it came into operation on the 1st July 2011. Over 12,100 internships 
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have commenced to date with 5,398 participants currently on an internship as at 15th November 
2012 and over 1,900 internship opportunities presently advertised on www.jobbridge.ie. 

The interim evaluation report conducted by Indecon found that 52% of the participants who 
have finished their JobBridge internship placement have progressed into employment. These 
progression rates compare favourably with European averages in this area. Further information 
on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of the independent evaluation of the Scheme which 
is currently being undertaken by Indecon International Economic Consultants.

The existing terms and conditions of the Scheme including this specific matter raised by the 
Deputy will be examined as part of this independent evaluation.  

This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge Scheme, it will 
provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a measurement of the 
relevance of that experience to the labour market and progression into employment. The report 
will also present recommendations on how the Scheme might be improved.  It is anticipated 
that this Report will be available by year end 2012.  It is at this stage that further consideration 
will be given to amending the terms and conditions of the Scheme. Any such amendment or 
changes will then be notified via the website.

20/11/2012WRN00350Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

20/11/2012WRN00400332. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
broadening the qualifying requirements for community employment schemes and internships 
to include persons who are working on reduced hours and not in receipt of a social welfare pay-
ment (details supplied).  [50884/12]

20/11/2012WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The criteria for participating on 
Community Employment (CE) are based on age and length of time in receipt of various so-
cial welfare payments. The core eligibility criterion for CE is that the person is in receipt of a 
qualifying social welfare payment such as jobseekers allowance, jobseekers benefit, one par-
ent family payment for a specified amount of time, generally 12 months. Persons in receipt of 
a qualifying disability-linked social welfare payment are also eligible if they are currently in 
receipt of their payment (at least 6 months for illness benefit). 

CE is an active labour market programme aimed at persons who are not considered ready 
for entry to employment, with the programme emphasis on progression into employment and/
or further education/training.  Thus, CE is not generally available to persons who are already 
in employment. There is a limit of 30 worked days in the 12 months qualifying period for job-
seeker clients wishing to apply for CE under the one-year version of CE, or 30 worked days in 
each of the three years for jobseeker clients wishing to apply for CE under the three-year ver-
sion of CE. 

The CE programme is one of a range of training and employment programmes available for 
unemployed persons. All of these programmes have specific objectives and eligibility criteria 
that address the specific needs of a wide range of jobseekers.

In the circumstances, the person concerned should contact their local Employment Services 
Office where  the employment and training options that are available to her can be outlined.
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20/11/2012WRN00550Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRN00600333. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Laois may expect a decision on an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance. 
[50896/12]

20/11/2012WRN00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence, 
including that adduced at oral hearing, disallowed the appeal of the person concerned.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRN00750Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRN00800334. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[50897/12]

20/11/2012WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 29th November 
2011 in respect of two carers. These applications were referred to one of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors who found that the carees in question were not medically eligible for carer’s 
allowance. A letter issued on the 9th October 2012 refusing the allowances. The person in ques-
tion subsequently submitted further medical evidence for review on 13th  November 2012. This 
medical evidence is awaiting medical assessment by a medical assessor. On completion of all 
the necessary investigations as part of this review, a decision will be made and the person in 
question will be contacted directly with the outcome.

20/11/2012WRN00950Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRN01000335. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[50898/12]

20/11/2012WRN01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 1st December 
2011. This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found 
that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter issued on the 
1st  October 2012 refusing the allowance.

20/11/2012WRN01150Invalidity Pension Applications

20/11/2012WRN01200336. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an invalidity pension review. [50899/12]

20/11/2012WRN01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no trace of a claim for 
invalidity pension from the person concerned.  I confirm that the department received an ap-
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plication for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 22nd August 2011. This ap-
plication was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who found that the caree 
in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter issued on the 6th June 
2012 refusing the allowance. The person in question subsequently submitted further medical 
evidence for review on the 23rd  August 2012. This medical evidence is awaiting medical as-
sessment by a medical assessor. On completion of all the necessary investigations as part of this 
review, a decision will be made and the person in question will be contacted directly with the 
outcome.

20/11/2012WRN01350Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRN01400337. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[50901/12]

20/11/2012WRN01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 25th October 
2012. On completion of all the necessary a decision will be made and the person in question 
will be contacted directly with the outcome.

20/11/2012WRN01550Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRN01600338. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[50905/12]

20/11/2012WRN01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 28th June 2011. 
This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who found that the 
caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter issued on the 7th 
March 2012 refusing the allowance. The person in question subsequently submitted further 
medical evidence for review on 29th   June 2012. This medical evidence is awaiting medical 
assessment by a medical assessor. On completion of all the necessary investigations as part of 
this review, a decision will be made and the person in question will be contacted directly with 
the outcome. If this decision remains unchanged following this review, the file will be submit-
ted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.

20/11/2012WRN01750State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

20/11/2012WRN01800339. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on correspon-
dence regarding backdating the homemaker’s scheme; her plans to address the issues raised; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [50925/12]

20/11/2012WRN01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system. Therefore, it is important to ensure 
that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund over their 
working lives.  

The homemaker’s scheme makes qualification for the State pension (contributory) easier 
by disregarding time spent out of the workforce for caring duties.  The scheme was introduced 
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in and took effect from 1994.   Eligibility for the homemaker’s scheme is conditional on firstly 
meeting the standard qualifying conditions for State pension.  Backdating the scheme to 1964 
would involve considerable costs.  An analysis undertaken in the 2007 Green Paper on Pensions 
identified that to backdate the homemaker’s scheme to 1953, the year when the unified system 
of social insurance was introduced in Ireland, would cost the Exchequer in the region of €160m 
and to 1973/73, an estimated  €150m.  Costs in relation to this scheme under the current rules, 
are expected to increase in the coming years due to the increase in female employment rates 
since 1994. 

In relation to income support, Ireland’s pensioners have the lowest consistent poverty rate 
and are least likely to be at risk of poverty compared to other groups - pointing to the adequacy 
of the State pension.  Between 2004 and 2010, consistent poverty for older people (those over 
65) fell from 3.3% to 0.9%.  The ‘at risk of poverty’ rate for people in that age group fell from 
27.1% to 9.6% over the same period.

The recently published review of the Social Insurance Fund identified that in the medium to 
long term, pension related expenditure will account for an increasing proportion of the Social 
Insurance Fund expenditure - rising from 57% in 2011 to 85% in 2066.    The pensioner support 
ratio is projected to decline from 5.3 workers for every individual over pension age in 2010 to 
3.9 workers by 2020 and to 2.1 workers by 2060. 

In terms of value for money for those who take time out of the workforce, the report con-
firms that social insurance benefits offer excellent value for money for those:

- on the lower part of the income distribution,

- those with shorter contribution histories, mostly women

- and the self-employed.  

Notwithstanding the changes in the contribution rules and associated rates of payment which 
were introduced in September 2012, those with lower earnings and those with shorter contribu-
tion histories, will continue to obtain the best value for money from the Fund.  This can be of 
particular benefit to women.  

In relation to the marriage bar, it should be noted that women affected by the marriage bar 
are public servants who would not be eligible for the homemakers scheme due to the type of 
PRSI being paid by them at the time of leaving the workforce. It should be noted that women 
who do not qualify for a full rate pension may, if their spouse is in receipt of a State pension 
contributory, receive a qualified adult payment at a higher rate where they satisfy a means test.   

A State pension non-contributory pension, which is a means tested payment, may also be 
payable.  Time taken out of the workforce for homemaking and caring duties will continue to be 
protected by the current disregard.  While my Department will keep the homemaker’s scheme 
under review, any improvements which could result in further costs for the Exchequer could 
only be considered in a budgetary context.  The Government’s priority is to secure economic 
recovery, promote growth and employment.  To this end, the State must pursue a determined 
deficit reduction strategy.  Accordingly, there will be an on-going requirement to curtail expen-
diture in 2013 and in later years. 

The Government is considering the appropriate level of expenditure on the wide variety of 
schemes and services operated by my Department in 2013 in the context of the forthcoming 
Budget. The outcome will be announced on Budget Day.
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20/11/2012WRN01950Community Welfare Services

20/11/2012WRN02000340. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the reasons for the 
closing of the community welfare clinic in the Third Age Centre in Summerhill (details sup-
plied) and to detail the way those with restricted mobility or living in poverty can access similar 
services. [50929/12]

20/11/2012WRN02100341. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of maintain-
ing the community welfare clinic in the Third Age Centre in Summerhill (details supplied) and 
to details any savings generated from its proposed closure. [50930/12]

20/11/2012WRN02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
340 and 341 together.

My Department is very conscious of the need to provide efficient and effective customer 
services at a local level for all customers of the Department, having regard to the resources that 
are available. In this context, the staffing needs of all areas within the Department are continu-
ously reviewed. 

In recent months, the Department has restructured a number of Community Welfare Service 
(CWS) clinics across the country, including in the County Meath area, with the aim of provid-
ing an efficient service to all customers. Some smaller clinics have been closed where the level 
of demand for a service was low and a number of other clinics have also been identified for 
closure. Where a closure has occurred or is planned, an increased level of service has been made 
available to the customers from these areas at alternative locations in the general vicinity.

In the case of Summerhill, the clinic was open to the public for 1½ hours per week (2pm-
3.30pm, every Wednesday).  Customers who attended the Summerhill clinic will, from 3rd  De-
cember 2012, be served in Enfield, which is approximately 10km from Summerhill.  The CWS 
Clinic in Enfield is available each Wednesday for two hours - 10.00am – 12:00pm. 

In the case of Clonard, the clinic was open to the public for 1 hour per week (11am-12pm 
every Wednesday).  Customers who were dealt with in the Clonard clinic are now served in En-
field, which is approximately 14km from Clonard.   The CWS clinic in Enfield, for customers 
from the Clonard area, is available on Thursdays from two hours 10.30am – 12.30pm.  

Notices were issued to local Department of Social Protection Offices, Money Advice and 
Budgeting Service and Citizen’s Information Centres and posters have been displayed in both 
Summerhill and Clonard clinics advising customers of these changes.

Where clinics are closing, an emergency contact telephone number has been made available 
to customers who are unable to attend the alternative clinic.

The decision to close the Summerhill clinic was not made on the basis of cost savings which 
might accrue.  Rather locating the service in Enfield will, I believe, enable customers to receive 
a more effective and comprehensive response from the CWS.

20/11/2012WRN02250Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

20/11/2012WRN02300342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an exceptional 
needs payment will be issued in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [50935/12]
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20/11/2012WRN02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This Department has no record of 
a recent application for an exceptional needs payment in respect of the person concerned.

20/11/2012WRN02450Social Welfare Code Issues

20/11/2012WRN02500343. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has considered 
changing the way property is assessed in the means test for social welfare claimants; if she will 
change to a system of assessing the rental income rather than the capital value as a measure of 
the income attributed to the property; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [50936/12]

20/11/2012WRN02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social welfare legislation provides 
that the yearly value of “property owned but not personally used or enjoyed” is assessable for 
means testing purposes. Property for this purpose includes:

i.  Money invested in a bank, building society or other financial institution;

ii.  The current market value of stocks and shares of every description, and  

iii.  Houses and premises owned by a claimant which may or may not be put to commercial 
use (including property which is rented out). 

However, it does not include property such as the home or, for example, a premises used by 
the claimant in carrying out a business. 

For assessment purposes, the current market value of the property is established as well 
as the amount of any outstanding mortgages on that property. The balance (market value less 
outstanding mortgage) is assessed by reference to a formula. Where the current market value is 
less than the outstanding mortgage, no assessment is made. 

In establishing the current market value of a property, the Department may make enquiry of 
the State Valuation Office. Alternatively, the market value may be established through receipt 
of a reasonable current valuation from a registered auctioneer, with reference to the purchase 
price and date of purchase of the property or, alternatively, the inspector may agree a valuation 
with a customer having regard to the type and location of the individual property and prevailing 
market values in that area. 

The current market value of a property is the best estimate of what would be achievable if 
the property was offered for sale. Such an estimate will have regard to reductions in prices over 
recent years. Given that background, I have no plans to change the assessment of property for 
the purposes of means tested social assistance schemes operated by the Department of Social 
Protection.

20/11/2012WRN02650Social Welfare Appeals Status

20/11/2012WRN02700344. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she 
has received an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly; when this ap-
peal will be processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [50942/12]

20/11/2012WRN02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 02nd 
October 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
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sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRN02850Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

20/11/2012WRN02900345. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the disqualify-
ing criteria for the back to education allowance would credit previous involvement in educa-
tion, when such involvement was made under individual initiative and making use of personal 
resources; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [50943/12]

20/11/2012WRN03000346. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the disquali-
fying criteria for the back to education allowance would measure progression at being at, and 
not beyond, qualifications previously achieved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[50944/12]

20/11/2012WRN03100347. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the disqualify-
ing criteria for the back to education allowance would not take account of qualifications previ-
ously gained when such qualifications have not been widely recognised and have been seen 
to have little value in acquiring employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[50945/12]

20/11/2012WRN03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
345 to 347, inclusive, together. 

The Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) is a second chance education opportunities 
scheme. It is designed to remove the barriers to participation in second and third level educa-
tion by enabling those in receipt of certain social welfare payments to continue to receive a 
payment while pursuing an approved full-time education course that leads to a higher qualifi-
cation than that already held.  The BTEA scheme covers a large range of full-time courses of 
education in approved colleges spanning basic foundation courses to third level courses across 
all disciplines.

BTEA guidelines are, in the main, in line with the mechanisms in place for student support 
type schemes administered by the Department of Education and Skills. Progression in educa-
tion is a condition which is not unique to BTEA, indeed State support for education purposes is 
grounded on a student progressing from one qualification level to a higher one. This is neces-
sary to ensure displacement does not occur, in that courses could be offered to students who are 
not progressing at the cost of students progressing from a lower education level. 

The Department is currently reviewing a wide range of activation supports available to the 
Department’s customers, including BTEA, and it is the intention to canvass the views of stake-
holders as part of the implementation process resulting from the review.

 Question No. 348 withdrawn.
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20/11/2012WRN03350Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

20/11/2012WRN03400349. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for jobseekers benefit. 
[50953/12]

20/11/2012WRN03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 27th 
September 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 8th  October 
2012 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRN03550Child Benefit Rates

20/11/2012WRN03600350. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure 
that the child benefit payments for multiples will not be cut; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [50955/12]

20/11/2012WRN03700372. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding child benefit; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [51127/12]

20/11/2012WRN03800405. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has consid-
ered moving child benefit from a universal payment to a form of opt-in scheme. [51461/12]

20/11/2012WRN03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
350, 372 and 405 together. 

Child benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up to 
their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a physical or mental disability.  
The estimated expenditure on child benefit for 2012 is around €2 billion and it is paid to around 
600,000 families in respect of some 1.15 million children. 

Parents of multiple birth children receive an additional monthly premia paid at one and a 
half times the monthly child benefit payment rate for each twin and double the monthly pay-
ment rate for each child in other multiple births. While Budget 2012 maintained this additional 
monthly payment, the multiple births grant of €635 paid at birth, at 4 years of age and at 12 
years of age was discontinued. 

As a universal payment child benefit assists parents with the cost of raising children and it 
contributes towards alleviating child poverty. The Government is also conscious that child ben-
efit is an important source of income for all families, especially during a time of recession and 
high unemployment. Bearing this in mind, any plans to change the amount paid in respect of 
such payments will be a matter to be decided in a budgetary context and announced on Budget 
day.  I do not therefore propose to speculate on any possible approaches to child benefit pay-
ment rates changes.  
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With regard to the application process for child benefit, when a parent registers the birth of 
their child the Department of Social Protection will initiate a child benefit claim. In cases where 
the parent is not claiming child benefit for another child, such as their first child, a partially 
completed form is sent to the parent to sign in order to claim the payment. In cases where the 
parent is claiming child benefit for another child, the new child is added to the child benefit 
claim and payment begins automatically from the month after the birth. A letter confirming pay-
ment is then sent to the parent by the Department. If a parent does not wish to claim their child 
benefit payment, they can notify the Department in writing to that effect and their claim will be 
stopped in accordance with their wishes. 

I am conscious that achieving a better design of the overall system of child income supports, 
including child benefit, raises complex issues about the effectiveness of the full range of income 
supports currently provided to families and their children. In this context and in line with a com-
mitment in the Programme for Government, I established an Advisory Group on Tax and Social 
Welfare last year, which has been tasked with recommending cost-effective solutions as to how 
employment incentives can be improved and better poverty outcomes achieved, particularly 
child poverty outcomes. The Advisory Group prioritised the area of family and child income 
supports and has completed its work on this area. Their report is currently receiving my con-
sideration and will assist the Government in setting out a pathway towards a more appropriate 
system of child income supports.

  Question No. 351 withdrawn.

20/11/2012WRO00150Invalidity Pension Waiting Times

20/11/2012WRO00200352. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection the cur-
rent waiting time for the assessment of invalidity pension applications; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [50963/12]

20/11/2012WRO00300353. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection if her 
atention has been drawn to the fact that approximate waiting times for the processing of invalid-
ity pensions are not available to applicants on request; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [50964/12]

20/11/2012WRO00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
352 and 353 together. 

The processing times of individual invalidity pension claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the qualifying criteria.  In addition, factors outside the 
Department’s control can have an impact, for example, insufficient information received from 
claimants at time of application and delays in claimants furnishing the information requested.

At present, approximately 220 new invalidity pension claims are received in the Department 
each week and these are examined within a short time after receipt.  Where a medical assess-
ment and/or further information are required, these are requested without delay.

Additional temporary staff was assigned to the invalidity pension area in an effort to deal 
with backlog which has been reducing steadily since June 2012.  The number of invalidity pen-
sion claims awaiting action and decision at the end of May 2012 was 7007 – this has reduced 
to 4561 at the end of October 2012 and presently all of these claim have been actioned by my 
department and are awaiting further information from the customers or a Medical Assessment.  
It should also be noted that this number includes approximately 800 claims which are being as-
sessed under EU and/or bi-lateral arrangements and that such claims are more complex and take 
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longer to decide.  Once all the necessary information is received, the claim will be processed 
promptly usually within two weeks

Any person making an enquiry concerning the progress of their claim is given the most up 
to date status of their claim and the next steps to be taken.

20/11/2012WRO00450Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

20/11/2012WRO00500354. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
who have been identified as participating in full-time study while incorrectly claiming job-
seeker’s payments in 2011 and 2012; the number of these persons who continued to claim these 
benefits by proving that they have ceased their education in order to continue to receive their 
benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [50998/12]

20/11/2012WRO00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under regulations introduced in 
1991, third level institutions are obliged to supply the Department of Social Protection with 
details of students registered for full-time daytime education.  The student details are then 
matched against the claim databases and any cases identified with open claims are referred to 
the relevant areas for investigation. 

In 2011, data was received from 57 individual colleges, including all 3rd level colleges, 
Institutes of Technology and PLC course providers.  Details are only obtained in respect of 
students attending full-time day courses.  The 2011/12 student registration data match resulted 
in 5,191 jobseeker cases requiring further examination.  It is important to note that in a lot of 
these cases the customer may be part of the Department’s Back to Education Programme or the 
Local Office may be aware that the customer is attending a course which does not affect his/
her entitlement to a jobseekers payment.  In fact, it should be noted that savings have only been 
recorded in less than 200 jobseeker cases to date.

Data is currently being received and collated for individuals registered as full-time students 
in the current academic year 2012/2013.

The Department does not keep records of the number of the persons who continue to claim 
benefits by proving that they have ceased their education, as requested by the Deputy.  It should 
be noted that the Department’s Back to Education Programme is designed to encourage people 
getting certain social welfare payments to improve their skills and qualifications by taking an 
approved second or third level course at a recognised school or college and still continue to 
receive a payment.

20/11/2012WRO00650Social Welfare Appeals Delays

20/11/2012WRO00700355. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is a review pro-
cess for persons that are initially refused social welfare payments based on the same informa-
tion on which they win their appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [50999/12]

20/11/2012WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Decisions on statutory social wel-
fare schemes are made by statutorily appointed Deciding Officers/Designated Persons.  They 
determine entitlement to social insurance and social assistance payments and liability for Pay 
Related Social Insurance contributions in accordance with the Social Welfare Consolidation 
Act, 2005 (as amended) and regulations.

The rules of natural justice and fair procedures are applied by deciding officers when mak-
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ing decisions that could have an adverse effect on the person concerned.  Deciding officers and 
others involved in the process will assist claimants as far as possible in making their applica-
tions but, as a matter of law, the burden of providing evidence to support a claim rests with 
claimants.

Disqualifications and disallowances are issued to the customer in writing and include an 
explanation of the reason/s for the decision.  The disallowance/disqualification grounds, and 
reason/s for same, are outlined clearly and are sufficient to enable the appellant to lodge an ap-
peal.

Persons are advised, in their decision letters, of their right to seek a departmental review of 
the initial decision and are advised as to how to lodge an appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office (SWAO).

Where a review is sought, the deciding officer re-examines the case and, taking account of 
any new facts or evidence, may revise his/ her decision.

In 2011, 42% of favourable decisions made following lodgement of appeal applications, 
were as a result of deciding officers revising their original decisions, which obviated the need 
for claimants to go through the full appeals process.  These revised decisions arose as a result, in 
most cases, of new facts or fresh evidence produced by the claimant after the original decision 
on his/her claim.  The figures illustrate that the review process is well understood and utilised.

Customers may provide new information/evidence at appeal stage, in particular during oral 
hearings, which may not have been available to the deciding officer at review stage, and could 
result in a revised decision by an appeals officer.

20/11/2012WRO00850Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRO00900356. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
an update on the proposed transfer of some of the administration of rent supplement to county 
councils, and if she has given further consideration to the payment of rent supplement directly 
to the landlord as a default option. [51012/12]

20/11/2012WRO00950406. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will trans-
fer administration of the rent supplement to local authorities under the Department of the Envi-
ronment, Community, and Local Government; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51468/12]

20/11/2012WRO01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
356 and 406 together. 

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible peo-
ple living in private rented accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accom-
modation costs and who do not have accommodation available to them from any other source.  
The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other 
social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.  There are currently approximately 89,000 
rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided €436 million in 2012.

Under the legislative provisions governing rent supplement, the Department’s relationship 
is with the tenant.  Rent supplement is specifically for the benefit of tenants to assist them with 
their accommodation needs.  There is no direct relationship between the landlord and the De-
partment in the administration of the scheme.



20 November 2012

469

However, rent supplement payments can, at the request of the tenant and with the agreement 
of the Department, be paid directly to the landlord.  If the Department were to introduce a sys-
tem whereby all rent supplement payments were to be made directly to landlords the efficiency 
of the scheme would be significantly affected.  For example, the Department would potentially 
have to create a formal relationship with some 89,000 additional clients, the landlords.  This 
would involve greater complexity and significant resources to deal with a new set of third par-
ties.  It would not be an effective use of resources to have departmental staff negotiating rental 
agreements for those with a short term need.

The Government has effectively two initiatives to deal with long term reliance on rent sup-
plement.  The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is in operation since 2004 and the new 
Housing Policy Initiative as announced by my colleagues the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government and the Minister for Housing & Planning on 16th June 
2011.

In March 2012, the Government approved in principle to transfer responsibility for the 
provision of rental assistance to persons with a long term housing need from my Department, 
currently provided through rent supplement, to housing authorities using a new Housing Assis-
tance Payment (HAP).  Among the main features of HAP is that landlords will be paid directly 
by the local authority.

A multi-agency steering group has been established to develop proposals to give effect to 
this transfer.  The group is chaired by the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government and consists of representatives from the Departments of Social Protection; 
Public Expenditure and Reform; Office of the Revenue Commissioners; the County and City 
Managers Association, and the Housing Agency.  It is planned that pilot testing of HAP arrange-
ments will commence during the second half of 2013 with general roll out and commencement 
of transfers from January 2014. 

The new arrangements will achieve a key Government commitment of removing barriers to 
employment and at the same time returning rent supplement to its original purpose of a short-
term income support.

20/11/2012WRO01050Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRO01100357. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51023/12]

20/11/2012WRO01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 25th October 
2012.  On completion of all the necessary investigations a decision will be made and the person 
in question will be contacted directly with the outcome.

Question No. 358 withdrawn.

20/11/2012WRO01350Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRO01400359. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo and if she will expedite the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[51035/12]

20/11/2012WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 18th June 2012.  
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision.  Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRO01550Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRO01600360. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo and if she will expedite same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51043/12]

20/11/2012WRO01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 26th April 2012.  
A letter issued on the 20th November 2012 awarding the allowance.

  Questions Nos. 361 and 362 withdrawn.

20/11/2012WRO01850Social Welfare Benefits Applications

20/11/2012WRO01900363. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
social welfare payments in respect of a person (details supplied). [51051/12]

20/11/2012WRO02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made an 
application to this Department for partial capacity benefit.  A Medical Assessor of this Depart-
ment examined the applicant on 30th October 2012.  The Medical Assessor found that, in their 
opinion, the person had only a mild restriction on their capacity for work and therefore did not 
qualify for partial capacity benefit.

The Medical Assessor also found that the person concerned was not incapable of work and 
therefore did not qualify on medical grounds for continued payment of illness benefit.

The person’s illness benefit claim was therefore disallowed from 6th November 2012. 

The person has been advised of their right to appeal both of these decisions to the inde-
pendent Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  There has been no appeal of these decisions 
received by the SWAO to date.

20/11/2012WRO02050Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRO02100364. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly. 
[51060/12]

20/11/2012WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
11th September 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
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hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRO02250Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRO02300365. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[51061/12]

20/11/2012WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 16th March 2012.  
A letter issued on the 12th November 2012 awarding the allowance.

20/11/2012WRO02450Mortgage Interest Relief Application

20/11/2012WRO02500366. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for mortgage interest supple-
ment. [51063/12]

20/11/2012WRO02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned referred to an Appeals Officer on 9th 
November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRO02650Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRO02700367. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for domiciliary care allow-
ance review. [51081/12]

20/11/2012WRO02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received on the 23rd August 2012.  This application was referred to 
one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible 
for DCA.  A letter issued on the 28th September 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person con-
cerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision.  

As part of the appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new information sup-
plied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined and 
will be forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office, if necessary.
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20/11/2012WRO02850Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRO02900368. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for invalidity pension under 
review. [51083/12]

20/11/2012WRO03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, including that 
adduced at oral hearing, disallowed the appeal of the person concerned.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to review 
the case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been fi-
nalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRO03050Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

20/11/2012WRO03100369. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a 
progress report on the review of the domiciliary care allowance application process. [51085/12]

20/11/2012WRO03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand that the review of 
the operation of the domiciliary care allowance scheme is progressing well in accordance with 
its terms of reference.  The working group has met on four occasions and is working to have a 
report ready for submission to me by the end of the year.

20/11/2012WRO03250Social Welfare Appeals Delays

20/11/2012WRO03300370. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the delay 
in determining an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [51095/12]

20/11/2012WRO03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 6th   November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the docu-
mentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRO03450Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRO03500371. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal has 
been received by her Department in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in 
respect of an application for invalidity pension; the progress made to date in the determination 
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of this appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51125/12]

20/11/2012WRO03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This department received a claim 
for invalidity pension for the person concerned on 9 March 2012.  The medical evidence pro-
vided by the claimant in support of her claim was examined by a medical assessor who was of 
the opinion that the person concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as she does not sat-
isfy the medical criteria.  The claim for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer.  
The applicant was notified of this decision and the reason for it on 21 June 2012.

The person concerned appealed the decision and submitted additional medical evidence in 
support of her application.  This evidence has been forwarded to a different medical assessor 
for evaluation.  If, following this review, the decision is unchanged all relevant papers will be 
prepared and forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.  If she is found 
medically suitable following review, a decision will be made by a deciding officer on her claim 
and she will be notified of same.

Question No. 372 answered with Question No. 350.

20/11/2012WRP00150Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP00200373. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
confirm if her Department has received a carer’s allowance application from a person (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan; the date of receipt of this application; the date that a decision is 
expected to be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51128/12]

20/11/2012WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 2nd February 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRP00350Exceptional Needs Payment Appeals

20/11/2012WRP00400374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the decision to refuse an exceptional needs payment in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51129/12]

20/11/2012WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A review of this case will be under-
taken and the person concerned will be informed of the outcome once the review is completed.

20/11/2012WRP00550Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP00600375. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[51165/12]

20/11/2012WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 13th March 2012. 
This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the 
caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter issued on the 8th   
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November 2012 refusing the allowance.

20/11/2012WRP00750Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP00800376. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[51167/12]

20/11/2012WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 3rd April 2012. 
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRP00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRP01000377. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[51168/12]

20/11/2012WRP01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an Appeals Officer, following careful examination of the documentary 
evidence in the case disallowed the appeal of the person concerned on a summary basis, who 
was informed of this decision by letter dated 24 April 2012.

 Social Welfare legislation provides that, in general, the decision of an Appeals Officer is 
final and conclusive but may be revised in the light of new facts or evidence.

Following representations in the case, including the provision of some new evidence, the 
Appeals Officer, on 17/10/12, agreed that the case be re-opened by way of oral hearing.  When 
this hearing is scheduled the person will be notified of the arrangements.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRP01150Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRP01200378. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51183/12]

20/11/2012WRP01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy 
the contribution conditions. 

Invalidity pension was stopped for the person in question from 26 January 2012 following 
a routine review of continued entitlement. Based on the up-to-date medical evidence provided 
for the purposes of the review, the medical assessor expressed the opinion that the claimant was 
no longer eligible for invalidity pension as she no longer satisfied the medical criteria.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted further medical evi-
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dence in support of the application.  This additional evidence, along with the original informa-
tion, was evaluated by a different medical assessor who expressed the opinion that the person 
concerned does not satisfy the medical criteria.    The deciding officer confirmed the original 
decision and notified the claimant of the outcome on 10 January 2012, advising her of her right 
to appeal the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.  

The person concerned has appealed the decision. An appeal medical examination has been 
arranged for 11 December 2012 in order for a medical assessor to further review the person’s 
medical eligibility for invalidity pension.

If, following this review, it is decided that she still does not satisfy the medical criteria, her 
file and all relevant papers will be prepared and forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
for determination. If the claimant satisfies the medical criteria, a revised decision will be made 
by a deciding officer and she will be notified directly of same.

20/11/2012WRP01350Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP01400379. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for a full-time carer in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51184/12]

20/11/2012WRP01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The department has no record of 
receiving an application for carer’s allowance or carer’s benefit from the person in question.

20/11/2012WRP01550Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP01600380. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for a carer in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51185/12]

20/11/2012WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 24th   September 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRP01750Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRP01800381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of rent support payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51199/12]

20/11/2012WRP01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of rent allowance to the 
person concerned is currently under review.  In order to establish the correct level of rent allow-
ance payable he was issued with an explanatory letter and the relevant form for completion in 
September.  This form has not been returned to date nor has he contacted the local community 
welfare service office.  

To enable the rent allowance review to be completed, the person concerned should return 
the form or contact his local community welfare service office.
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20/11/2012WRP01950Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP02000382. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51208/12]

20/11/2012WRP02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 29th   February 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRP02150Illness Benefit Appeals

20/11/2012WRP02200383. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Roscommon will receive a decision on an application for illness 
benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51209/12]

20/11/2012WRP02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 1 
November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRP02350Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRP02400384. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the decision to refuse invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51210/12]

20/11/2012WRP02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for 
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy 
the contribution conditions.  

This department received a claim for invalidity pension for the person concerned on 12 July 
2011.  The medical evidence provided by the claimant in support of his claim was examined 
by a medical assessor who was of the opinion, based on the evidence provided, that the person 
concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as he does not satisfy the medical criteria.   The 
application for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer.  The person in question 
was notified of this decision and the reason for it on 28 November 2011. 

Further medical evidence was subsequently submitted by the claimant.  This additional 
evidence, along with the original information, was evaluated by a different medical assessor 
who expressed the opinion that the person concerned does not satisfy the medical criteria.    The 
deciding officer confirmed the original decision and notified the claimant of the outcome on 
06 November 2012, advising him of his right to appeal the decision to the independent Social 
Welfare Appeals Office.
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20/11/2012WRP02550Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRP02600385. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review a 
decision not to grant a disability allowance to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51218/12]

20/11/2012WRP02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 9 
November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the documentary evidence presented 
or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRP02750Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRP02800386. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when carer’s allow-
ance will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [51223/12]

20/11/2012WRP02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 9th   January 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/11/2012WRP02950Budget 2013

20/11/2012WRP03000387. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will take steps to 
ensure that the carer’s allowance rate and half rate carer’s allowance will be protected in budget 
2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51226/12]

20/11/2012WRP03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Revised Estimates for my De-
partment provide for expenditure in 2012 of nearly €20.55 billion.  This includes expenditure 
of €520.47 million on carer’s allowance, €23.32 million on carer’s benefit, €132.19 million on 
the respite care grant and €104.19 on domiciliary care allowance – a total of over €780 million 
in 2012.

I recognise that managing expenditure in 2013 and beyond will be extremely difficult and 
requires a critical analysis of all expenditure items.  In this regard, I held a pre-Budget forum in 
October which was attended by thirty community and voluntary groups, including a number of 
groups representing carers.  I listened carefully to the groups’ views and proposals in relation to 
the forthcoming Budget and I am considering all submissions made to me in that regard, includ-
ing written submissions made by Care Alliance Ireland and the Carers Association.

The Government is considering the appropriate level of expenditure on the wide variety and 
schemes and services operated by my Department in 2013 in the context of the forthcoming 
Budget. The outcome will be announced on Budget Day.
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20/11/2012WRP03150Carer’s Allowance Delays

20/11/2012WRP03200388. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she will to 
eliminate the backlog in processing carer’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [51227/12]

20/11/2012WRP03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I acknowledge that the time taken 
to process carer’s allowance claims at present is not satisfactory but I am satisfied that the De-
partment is taking appropriate action to resolve the situation.

Carer’s allowance section has recently completed a major service delivery modernisation 
project to improve the efficiency with which it processes applications from clients for carer’s 
allowance. The project involved the development of IT functionality and associated business 
process re-organisation.  Full deployment of the new system for Carer’s Allowance was com-
pleted in June 2012.

Initial focus was placed on clearing the backlog of CA applications awaiting scanning and 
registration. An additional 4 temporary staff were allocated to this effort. Over July and August 
2012, 4,414 applications were scanned and registered - clearing the scanning backlog com-
pletely. Applications are now scanned within a day or two of being received.

The focus then moved to the processing of new applications. Processing of applications was 
divided into two streams.  One concentrates on dealing with new application intake and pro-
cesses these without delay and the other on the backlog which is ring-fenced with a clear and 
targeted plan for its elimination. The 4 temporary staff originally allocated to scanning duties 
were reassigned to CA application processing to support this plan. Implementation of the plan 
commenced on Monday 3 September.  During the month of September 2012 1,147 CA applica-
tions were received, while 1,317 were decided. In October 2012 1,061 CA applications were 
received, while 2,520 were decided.

Under the initial plan, elimination of the backlog of CA applications was targeted for the 
end of May 2013.  However, within the current month, a further additional 10 temporary staff 
have been assigned to CA section.  This further injection of resources brings the target for back-
log elimination the backlog of CA forward to the end of March 2013.

The allocation of available resources to this task continues to be monitored and managed to 
ensure that the backlog is eliminated in the quickest possible time.

20/11/2012WRP03350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRP03400389. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will an update 
on the review currently being carried out on a carer’s allowance application in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in Dublin 22; when a decision on this application will be made; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51237/12]

20/11/2012WRP03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 7th November 
2011. The person concerned was refused carers allowance on the grounds that the care recipient 
is not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations. A letter 
issued on the 24th   July 2012 refusing the allowance. The person concerned appealed this deci-
sion to the Social Welfare Appeals Office and submitted further medical evidence in support 
of the appeal. This medical evidence was forwarded to the Department’s medical assessor for 
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consideration. However, this information did not alter the opinion of the medical assessor and 
the decision remained unchanged. A submission has been prepared and forwarded to the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office for determination.

20/11/2012WRP03550Community Employment Schemes Places

20/11/2012WRP03600390. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of par-
ticipants on community employment programmes on 1 October 2012 and 1 October 2011 in 
County Louth; the number of participants in receipt of disability allowance and also the number 
of community employment participants on one parent family payment on the above dates in 
County Louth. [51238/12]

20/11/2012WRP03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department  measures the 
number of persons employed on the Community Employment scheme at the end of each month, 
so the month-end figures for September 2012 and September 2011 as the most up to date to 
what the Deputy has requested.

Month end September 2012 – County Louth only

Total CE (Participants & Supervisors) 766
CE Participants under Disability Allowance 
(DA) category: 

16

CE Participants under Lone Parents (OFP) 
category:

112

 

Month end September 2011 – County Louth only

Total CE (Participants & Supervisors) 781
CE Participants under Disability Allowance 
(DA) category:

30

CE Participants under Lone Parents (OFP) 
category: 

172

20/11/2012WRP03750Carer’s Allowance Application Numbers

20/11/2012WRP03800391. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of applications for carer’s allowance in County Kerry between 
January 2010 and January 2012; the average waiting time for these applications to be pro-
cessed; the number were granted; the number refused and the number still pending; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51240/12]

20/11/2012WRP03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I wish to advise that the specific 
statistics as requested by the deputy on carer’s allowance applications and decisions in respect 
of Co. Kerry for the period between January 2010 and January 2012 are not available.

Currently there are just over 9,000 new applications for carer’s allowance awaiting an initial 
decision.  This is down from 10,137 at end August 2012. Approximately 275 new applications 
are received each week. The average time taken to award a carer’s allowance application is 25 
weeks, however individual cases may vary. Some will be processed quicker, others will take 
longer depending on complexity and whether all information is supplied by the customer at the 
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outset. In addition, where a customer requests a review of an initial decision to refuse an ap-
plication, this will take additional time.

There are approximately 2,100 people in Co. Kerry in receipt of carer’s allowance and there 
are approximately 350 new applications with addresses in Co. Kerry which are awaiting an 
initial decision.

20/11/2012WRP03950Rent Supplement Scheme Application Numbers

20/11/2012WRP04000392. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of applications for rent supplement in County Kerry between 
January 2010 and January 2012; the average waiting time for these applications to be pro-
cessed; the number granted; the number refused; the number still pending; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51284/12]

20/11/2012WRP04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently approximately 
89,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided €436 million in 
2012. Statistics are not available on the number of rent supplement applications received in 
County Kerry between January 2010 and January 2012 or the outcome of those applications.  
The following tabular statement shows the number of rent supplement recipients in County 
Kerry from 2009 to 2012.

Recipients of Rent Supplement in Kerry, 2009 to 2012

Year Recipients
31/12/2009 2,398 
31/12/2010 2,339 
31/12/2011 2,278 
02/11/2012 2,008 

  Question No. 393 withdrawn.

20/11/2012WRQ00150Community Work Initiatives

20/11/2012WRQ00200394. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
explain the process of collating data for the first 12 months of the operation of Tús; and when 
the verification of data will be completed and the precise figures released.  [51359/12]

20/11/2012WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús is a community work place-
ment initiative designed to provide up to 5,000 opportunities for those on the live register to 
engage in 52 weeks of work in support of services delivered by community, voluntary and not-
for-profit organisations.  Since it commenced operations, some 6,784 people, who had been on 
the live register for 12 months or more, have taken up work placements.  

The process for collating data for Tús involves gathering data provided by the 52 Imple-
menting Bodies managing Tús across the 13 divisional areas operated by the Department.  A 
computer-based tracking system has been put in place by the Department to gather data on each 
person referred by it to each Implementing Body.  This system is currently being populated 
with historic data and the verification of this data will be undertaken when the Department is 
satisfied that all persons referred have been recorded by the Implementing Bodies.  Addition-
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ally, to coincide with the new divisional structure of the Department’s services (introduced in 
the first half of 2012), arrangements for gathering current and historic data in respect of Tús are 
currently being put in place.  

The collation of this data is progressing more slowly than anticipated due to a variety of 
factors, including, the work involved for external bodies in capturing data from the inception 
of Tús to the introduction of the computer-based tracking system, changes in the Department’s 
divisional structure and related personnel changes, resource constraints and priorities associ-
ated with the completion of the first set of 12 month contracts for participants. 

The Department is considering an evaluation of Tús and anticipates that this task will be 
undertaken during 2013, depending on the level of resources available.  As with all such evalu-
ations, the results will be published.

Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRQ00400395. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  

20/11/2012WRQ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 9th February 2012.  
The medical assessment has been completed.  The application is currently with a social welfare 
investigative officer for means assessment and confirmation that all the conditions for receipt 
of carer’s allowance are satisfied.  Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted 
the report a deciding officer will make a full decision.  The application will be processed as 
quickly as possible and when a decision is made the person concerned will be notified directly 
of the outcome.

Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRQ00600396. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on a claim for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51366/12]

20/11/2012WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 21st September 
2011.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found 
that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A letter issued on the 
28th June 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person in question subsequently submitted further 
medical evidence for review on 17th July 2012.  This medical evidence is awaiting medical 
assessment by a medical assessor.  On completion of all the necessary investigations as part of 
this review, a decision will be made and the person in question will be contacted directly with 
the outcome. 
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Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRQ00800397. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on carer’s 
allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51377/12]

20/11/2012WRQ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 2nd December 2011. 
This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that 
the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A letter issued on 2nd   
November 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person concerned has indicated that she will be 
requesting a review of this decision.  Once further medical evidence has been submitted in sup-
port of this review it will be forwarded to the Department’s medical assessor for consideration.

Question No. 398 withdrawn. 

Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRQ01100399. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51383/12]

20/11/2012WRQ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 17th February 2012. 
The person concerned was refused carer’s allowance on the basis that they were not deemed 
to be habitually resident in the State.  A letter issued on the 7th November 2012 notifying the 
person concerned of the decision, the reasons for it, and of his right of review or appeal.

20/11/2012WRQ01250Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2012WRQ01300400. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure 
that persons who are in receipt of family income supplement are eligible for the back to school 
clothing and footwear allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51387/12]

20/11/2012WRQ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to school clothing and 
footwear allowance (BSCFA) scheme provides a one-off payment to eligible families to assist 
with the extra costs when their children start school each autumn.  The Government has pro-
vided €63.7 million for the scheme in 2012. 

A person may qualify for payment of BSCFA in respect of a qualified child or children if 
they are in receipt of a social welfare payment or Health Service Executive payment, or par-
ticipating in an approved employment scheme or attending a recognised education and training 
course and have household income at or below certain set levels.  

Under the conditions of the BSCFA scheme, income assessed from employment includes 
earnings before tax, excluding PRSI and travelling expenses of up to €20 a week.  Income 
received under family income support (FIS) is disregarded when determining entitlement to 
BSCFA.

Automatic payments issued in July 2012 to in excess of 115,000 families in respect of 
205,125 children, which included approximately 3,000 families in receipt of family income 
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supplement.  In cases where an automatic payment did not issue to customers in receipt of 
family income supplement, an assessment of earnings from employment was required in order 
to determine entitlement to BSCFA.  In total, approximately 7,000 family income supplement 
customers received BSCFA payments in 2012 at a cost of €2.5 million.  

Any changes to the BSCFA scheme will be considered by Government in the context of the 
forthcoming Budget.  

Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRQ01500401. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been 
reached on a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51402/12]

20/11/2012WRQ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 29th  November 2012.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

20/11/2012WRQ01700402. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has completed 
a report to advise on the appropriate steps to deal with the general issue of social welfare pay-
ments to retained fire fighters; if she will publish this report; if legislation may be required in 
this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51418/12]

20/11/2012WRQ01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social welfare legislation provides 
that a person must satisfy the conditions of being available for and genuinely seeking work in 
order to be entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance.  Any person who fails to 
satisfy these conditions is not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment.

Part-time fire-fighters are entitled to a jobseeker’s payment in respect of days that they are 
engaged in fire-fighting or training.  They are, however, required to satisfy the statutory con-
ditions for the receipt of a jobseeker’s payment of being available for and genuinely seeking 
work.  In this respect, Deciding Officers do not treat them differently to any other jobseeker’s 
benefit or allowance claimant.

Taking account of the unusual circumstances of retained fire brigade personnel and general 
efforts to develop and standardise our jobseeker schemes, a departmental group was estab-
lished in late 2011 to examine the position of these workers vis-à-vis jobseeker’s benefit and 
jobseeker’s allowance.  

Officials in my Department are also in discussions with their counterparts from the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government concerning this issue.  Delibera-
tions in relation to the position of these workers are on-going and final decisions have not been 
made with regard to potential changes to existing arrangements. 
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Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/11/2012WRQ01900403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 301 of 15 May 2012, if she will accept a late appeal for an invalidity 
pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51436/12]

20/11/2012WRQ02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for invalidity pen-
sion, by the person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer of the Department on 8th   
October 2011. 

I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that a letter of appeal dated 21st May 
2012, from the person concerned, together with representations from the Deputy were received 
by that office on 17th October 2012 and a reply issued to the Deputy on 12th   November 2012, 
refusing his request for late appeal.

In the normal course, an appeal against the decision of a Deciding Officer must be made 
within 21 days of the date on which a formal decision is issued.  Appeals received outside of 
this time limit may be accepted at the discretion of the Chief Appeals Officer, but in view of 
the length of time which has elapsed since the notification of the Deciding Officers decision in 
this case and in the absence of any explanation for the failure to make the appeal within the pre-
scribed time, it is considered that the acceptance of an appeal is not warranted at this late stage.  
It is, however, open to the person to make a fresh application for invalidity pension.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Community Welfare Services

20/11/2012WRQ02100404. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is planning to 
close the community welfare office at Wilton Park House, Wilton, County Cork after 30 years 
in order to amalgamate it with the Togher office; if yes, to ask that this decision be overturned 
in order to continue to facilitate this large population in the area who avail of this busy office; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [51446/12]

20/11/2012WRQ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A comprehensive review of com-
munity welfare service clinics in Cork City and suburbs is currently underway with a view to  
maximising the services provided by the available staff.  The staffing needs for all areas within 
the Department are continuously reviewed, having regard to workloads, management priorities 
and the competing demands arising, to ensure that the best use is made of all available resources 
with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the 
Department.  No final decisions have been made in respect of future clinic closures or amalga-
mations in the Cork city area.  Once the review has concluded the Department will notify your 
office and other interested parties of the outcome.

 Question No. 405 answered with Question No. 350.

 Question No. 406 answered with Question No. 356. 

 Question No. 407 withdrawn. 
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Carer’s Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRQ02600408. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
expedite the matter. [51485/12]

20/11/2012WRQ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 2nd December 
2011. This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found 
that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A letter issued on 
19th July 2012 refusing the allowance.  The person in question subsequently submitted further 
medical evidence for review on 21st August 2012.  This medical evidence is awaiting medical 
assessment by a medical assessor.  On completion of all the necessary investigations as part of 
this review, a decision will be made and the person in question will be contacted directly with 
the outcome.

Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRQ02800409. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow will receive a decision on their appeal for disability; and if she will 
expedite an answer. [51489/12]

20/11/2012WRQ02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
13th November 2012, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documen-
tary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Carer’s Allowance Applications

20/11/2012WRQ03000410. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51495/12]

20/11/2012WRQ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 29th November 
2011.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who found 
that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  The person in 
question subsequently submitted further medical evidence for review on 24th July 2012.  This 
medical evidence is awaiting medical assessment by a medical assessor.  On completion of all 
the necessary investigations as part of this review, a decision will be made and the person in 
question will be contacted directly with the outcome.

Question No. 411 withdrawn. 
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Statutory Sick Pay Scheme

20/11/2012WRQ03300412. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will main-
tain the current sick leave payment regime and ensure that no further sick pay obligations are 
passed on to private companies in order to protect jobs and ensure the cost of home care remains 
competitive. [51521/12]

20/11/2012WRQ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The range of complex issues asso-
ciated with the possible introduction of a scheme of statutory sick pay - including such matters 
as the provision of possible compensatory mechanisms for particularly vulnerable employers, 
the extent of coverage of such a scheme, the appropriate rate of payment involved and how a 
scheme would be enforced - continue to be examined in the context of the need to maintain 
competitiveness in all sectors of the economy. 

All of these issues need to be addressed to the satisfaction of the Government before any 
decision could be taken on the possible introduction of a statutory sick pay scheme.  

Universal Social Charge Payments

20/11/2012WRQ03500413. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
details of the health levy element of the PRSI paid by employees in respect of 2009 and 2010 
and, if she will explain, in view of the fact that the health levy was replaced in 2011 with the 
universal social charge, the element of an employee’s PRSI and universal social charge in 2011 
and 2012 that relates to health; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51526/12]

20/11/2012WRQ03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Prior to 2011 the health contribu-
tion paid by employees was collected along with PRSI.  While the PRSI contributions were and 
continue to be paid into the Social Insurance Fund to fund social insurance benefits, the health 
contribution was remitted to the Department of Health.   

In 2009 and 2010 people earning in excess of €500 a week were liable to pay the health con-
tribution.  On 1 January 2009 the health contribution was charged at the rate of 2 per cent on all 
weekly income up to €1,925 and at 2.5 per cent on the balance of weekly income over €1,925.  
From 1 May 2009 the health contribution was increased to 4 per cent on all weekly income up 
to €1,443 and at 5 per cent on the balance of weekly income over €1,443.

In 2009 and 2010 the health contribution collected amounted to €1,634 million and €1,829 
million respectively.

In January 2011 the health contribution was abolished upon the introduction of the Univer-
sal Social Charge (USC).  The USC is collected through the PAYE system by the Office of the 
Revenue Commissioners.  Accordingly my Department is not in a position to provide details of 
the proportion of USC which relates to health.

Child Benefit Payments

20/11/2012WRQ03700414. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the control savings 
and reviews recorded on child benefit in each of the past five years; the overpayments sought 
each year, and the repayments to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51567/12]

20/11/2012WRQ03800415. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of quar-
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terly child benefit review forms issued in 2011 and to date in 2012; if these form part of the 
control review process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51568/12]

20/11/2012WRQ03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
414 and 415 together. 

As part of the child benefit control programme the Department commenced issuing continu-
ing eligibility certificates to parents in 2008.  In the first instance these were issued to non-Irish 
nationals as these had been identified in an earlier fraud and error survey as posing a greater 
risk.  Certificates continue to issue to these customers every six months.  The results of the 
programme are shown in the table below, with this customer group marked as certificate 1 and 
certificate 1 savings. 

The control policy for the child benefit scheme was reviewed in 2010 to ensure that controls 
on fraud and abuse of the scheme continue to be effective and relevant.  As a result of this re-
view, enhanced and updated control measures have been devised, which include the automated 
issue of forms (certificates) to other sub-sets of selected groups of customers for completion to 
confirm they continue to satisfy the conditions for receipt of Child Benefit.  This accounts for 
the additional numbers of certificates issued in 2010 and subsequent years as the control pro-
gramme has been extended to all child benefit customers.

Table 1.   Number of certificates issued and value of savings returned from 2008.

Child Benefit 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 to date
Certificate 1 69,237 249,182 288,513 247,899 235,274
All certifi-
cates

69,237 249,182 522,314 349,005 375, 966

Certificate 1 
savings

€56 M €26.2 €23.7 M

All Certifi-
cate Savings

€26 M €63 M €106 M €85 M €73 M

Table 2.   The number and value of child benefit overpayments for the period 2007 to date

 Child 
Benefit

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011    2012 to 
date

Overpay-
ment Value

€2.5m €3.2m €5.9m €7m €4.8m   €4.2m

Overpay-
ment Cases

1,510 2,007 3,182 3,250 3,519   3,621

Recoveries €2.3m €1.5m €2.5m €2.8m €4m €2.9m

20/11/2012WRR00150Disability Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRR00200416. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection when the review 
will be conducted by the appeals officer of the decision to uphold the refusal of disability allow-
ance on appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo and the average waiting 
times in such cases; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51596/12]

20/11/2012WRR00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the 
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appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.

Following receipt of the decision further evidence has been submitted by the person.  His 
file has been recalled from the disability allowance section and, on receipt, this evidence will be 
reviewed.  Statistics are not maintained on the processing times for such reviews.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/11/2012WRR00350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

20/11/2012WRR00400417. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [51607/12]

20/11/2012WRR00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 28th October 
2011. The person concerned was refused carers allowance on the grounds that the care recipient 
is not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed in regulations. A letter 
issued on the 24th August 2012 notifying her of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right 
of review or appeal. The person concerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office and her file and papers are being prepared and forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office for determination.

Question No. 418 withdrawn.

20/11/2012WRR00750Special Areas of Conservation Designation

20/11/2012WRR00800419. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason additional special areas of conservation were added to farmland in County Kerry (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51517/12]

20/11/2012WRR00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I understand 
that the land in question is part of a Special Area of Conservation first put forward for designa-
tion in 1997 and that a proposal to re-designate the site with an amended boundary was adver-
tised and notified in 2006.

I am advised that the landowner referred to in the Deputy’s Question was notified in De-
cember 2006 of the proposal to re-designate the site and did not lodge any objection to it. There 
have been no changes to the boundary of the site in the interim.

I am arranging to have a site information pack forwarded to the landowner.

20/11/2012WRR00950Tax Reliefs Application

20/11/2012WRR01000420. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
conditions for receipt of Aosdana’s Cnuas; if it is specifically for younger, unestablished artists; 
and if he will provide some information as to who receives it. [51163/12]

20/11/2012WRR01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Arts 



20 November 2012

489

Council established Aosdána in 1981 to honour those artists whose work has made an outstand-
ing contribution to the arts in Ireland and to encourage and assist members in devoting their en-
ergies fully to their art.  Membership of the organisation, which is by peer nomination and elec-
tion, is limited to 250 living artists who have produced a distinguished body of work. Members 
of the organisation must also have been born in Ireland or have been resident here for five years.

Members of Aosdána are eligible to receive a ‘Cnuas’ from the Arts Council, a tax-free 
means-tested annuity for a term of five years  to assist them in concentrating their time and en-
ergies in the full-time pursuit of their art. The eligibility criterion for the payment of the cnuas 
requires that a recipient may not have other earnings in excess of €25,755 (one and a half times 
the value of the cnuas). Cnuas recipients are therefore allowed to receive income from other 
sources so long as it does not take their earnings above this threshold. When a member makes 
an application for the Cnuas they must provide a signed declaration stating that they do not have 
other earnings in excess of the eligible threshold.

As with all elements of Arts Council expenditure, the payment of the Cnuas is indepen-
dently managed by Council and is not a matter in which I have a statutory function.

 Details of the current membership of Aosdána and a schedule of those members in receipt 
of the Cnuas are available on the Arts Council website at www.artscouncil.ie.

 The table shows my Department’s grant-in-aid to the Arts Council along with funding 
provided by the Arts Council to Aosdána over the five year period from 2007-2011. My Depart-
ment does not award funding directly to Aosdána.

Year Arts Coun-
cil funding 
by Depart-
ment €m

Total cost 
of Aosdána
*€m 

Aosdana 
payment as 
% of  State 
funding to 
Arts Coun-
cil €m

Number of 
Aosdána 
members

Number 
receiving 
Cnuas (at 
year end) 

Annual 
amount of  
Cnuas

2006 82.310 1.548 1.9% 220 122 (59%) €12,180
2007 83.000 1.491 1.8% 220 130 (57%) €12,180
2008 81.620 1.684 2.1% 232 133 (57%) €14,180
2009 73.350 2.089 2.8% 239 144 (60%) €17,180
2010 68.649 2.579 3.8% 245 150 (61%) €17,180
2011 65.163 2.660 4.1% 246 153 (62%) €17,180
2012 63.241 246
*Comprises the Cnuas (the stipend paid to Áosdána members in need of financial support), 

pension contributions and administration costs .

20/11/2012WRR01150Seirbhísí Oileán

20/11/2012WRR01200421. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén uair a bheidh sé ag casadh le toscaireacht ó Oileáin Árann le todhchaí na seirbhíse 
aeir go dtí na hoileain a phlé agus an gá go leanfar de bheith ag maoiniú na seirbhíse seo; agus 
an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [51252/12]

20/11/2012WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Is féidir liom a dheimhniú don Teachta go dtionólfar cruinniú ag a mbeidh mé 
féin i láthair Dé Máirt 20 Samhain 2012 le toscaireacht ó na hOileáin Árann.
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20/11/2012WRR01350Departmental Properties

20/11/2012WRR01400422. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he has 
had any recent discussions regarding the future use of the Bank of Ireland building on College 
Green, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51395/12]

20/11/2012WRR01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my previous replies on this matter.  As outlined in those replies, I met the Chair and 
Chief Executive of Bank of Ireland and had a constructive engagement on the issues.

20/11/2012WRR01550Broadcasting Legislation

20/11/2012WRR01600423. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the measures he proposes to implement to ensure that in any upcoming referendum, 
both sides of the argument are given equal air time. [51137/12]

20/11/2012WRR01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Broadcasting Act 2009 provides for the establishment of the Broadcasting Authority of Ire-
land (BAI) as the independent regulator responsible for the oversight of compliance in relation 
to broadcast content in the State.  One of the objectives of the Authority, set out in Section 25(b) 
is to ensure “that the democratic values enshrined in the Constitution, especially those relating 
to rightful liberty of expression, are upheld”.

Section 39 of the 2009 Act provides for the duties of broadcasters and includes duties, for 
example, in relation to objectivity and impartiality in news and current affairs.  In the discharge 
of its functions, the BAI is required, under Section 42, to draw up Broadcasting Codes on the 
standards and practice to be observed by Broadcasters and for compliance matters.

In the context of these statutory provisions, the BAI has developed a Broadcasting Code on 
Referenda and Election Coverage, which was published in September last year.  This Code sets 
out the rules that Irish broadcasters must comply with when covering any election, or referen-
dum held in the State.

The aim of the Code is to ensure that broadcasters’ coverage of all elections and referenda 
is fair, objective and impartial.  Coverage should be undertaken without any expression of a 
broadcaster’s own views on an election or referendum or on election parties or candidates.

The Code also contains specific provisions that relate to party political broadcasts and mora-
toria on coverage of referenda and/or elections.  The Code also restates the prohibition on 
broadcasters airing political advertising.

It is incumbent upon the BAI and all broadcasters in the State, to ensure that they adhere to 
the Code on Referenda and Election Coverage, as well as to the spirit and letter of the relevant 
judicial rulings in this area.

I have no plans to amend the existing legislation in this area.
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20/11/2012WRR01750Semi-State Bodies Remuneration

20/11/2012WRR01800424. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of persons retired from commercial semi-State companies, of 
which he is the shareholder, that are in receipt of pensions in excess of €100,000; the number 
of persons in receipt of amounts of more than that level; and the total cost of same. [50830/12]

20/11/2012WRR01900425. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of persons working in commercial semi-State companies, of 
which he is the shareholder including employees, contractors and consultants, that were paid 
amounts by the company in excess of €100,000; the number of personnel in question and the 
total amount paid above that level. [50928/12]

20/11/2012WRR02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 424 and 425 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the information sought regarding retirees, staff, contractors 
and consultants in Commercial Semi State Companies is an operational matter for each com-
pany.

20/11/2012WRR02050Broadband Services Provision

20/11/2012WRR02100426. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he has been briefed by ComReg on its recent document, Price Regulation 
of Bundled Offers, 12/63; his views on this proposal and if it significantly disadvantages broad-
band users in rural areas; his views on whether ComReg should undertake a market analysis of 
rural and urban broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51015/12]

20/11/2012WRR02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) is independent in the exercise of 
its functions in accordance with the provisions of the Communications Regulation Act 2002, 
as amended.

I understand from ComReg that the purpose of document 12/63 was to revisit the existing 
regulatory controls in place on Eircom Limited when it sells a bundle or bundles of services that 
include Retail Fixed Narrowband Access.

ComReg’s final decision in this case will be issued shortly and will include a full and final 
Regulatory Impact (RIA).  ComReg has advised me that its proposal in this matter does not 
change the regulation of broadband in rural areas in any respect and that it does, therefore, not 
disadvantage rural users.

In relation to a market analysis, I am advised by ComReg that its previous market analysis 
of wholesale broadband was conducted in 2011 and the next market analysis is scheduled for 
2014.

20/11/2012WRR02250National Postcode System Establishment

20/11/2012WRR02300427. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will report on the current process for the introduction of a national post-
code system; when the system will be introduced and the amount the process has cost to date; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51239/12]

20/11/2012WRR02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The procurement process to select a postcode management licence holder to implement a Na-
tional Postcode System is ongoing and being managed by my Department on a ring fenced 
basis.  That process began last year with the publication of a Pre-Qualification Questionnaire 
on www.etenders.gov.ie.

The final decision to proceed with implementation of a national postcode will be one for 
Government and will be based on appropriate financial, technical and operational consider-
ations.

The full cost of the postcode project will not be known until the tender process is complete.  
So far the cost of the tender process amounts to approximately €435,000.

20/11/2012WRR02450Telecommunications Services Provision

20/11/2012WRR02500428. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his plans to ensure the continuity of telecommunication services in view of 
Eircom’s announcement that it will reduce its workforce by 2,000 employees.  [51413/12]

20/11/2012WRR02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
While clearly any announcements of job losses are a cause of concern, I must point out I have 
no statutory function in relation to this matter.  Eircom is a private company operating in a lib-
eralised market.  As the Deputy will appreciate, any proposals by the company, including this 
decision to reduce its workforce, is a day to day operational matter for the company.  Eircom 
has confirmed that detailed discussions with staff and their trade union representatives on the 
programme of cost saving measures are taking place.

20/11/2012WRR02650Broadband Services Provision

20/11/2012WRR02700429. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to include a village (details supplied) in County Dublin in the national 
broadband plan; if not, can it be included in the plan as surrounding towns and villages are in-
cluded in the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51496/12]

20/11/2012WRR02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government accepts that the widespread availability of high speed broadband is a key 
requirement in delivering future economic and social development.  With basic broadband ser-
vices now widely available across Ireland, the challenge is to accelerate the roll out of high 
speed services.

The National Broadband Plan, which I published recently, aims to radically change the 
broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are 
available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, 
and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country – specifically:

- 70Mbps – 100Mbps will be available from the commercial market operators to more than 
half of the population by 2015;
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- At least 40Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, to at least a further 20% (and potentially 
as much as 35%) of the population during the lifetime of the Government; and

- A minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country, also during 
the lifetime of the Government.

During the preparation of the Plan, the commercial market operators indicated that they 
expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015.  The areas to 
be provided with those services will be determined by the commercial market operators.

One of the first steps in delivering on the 30Mbps and 40Mbps commitments will be the 
completion of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in relation to 
commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout the country.  
Preparatory work has commenced within my Department to expedite this mapping exercise.

The mapping exercise will identify the areas of the country where there is market failure in 
the provision of high speed broadband services.  It will also identify where the market is ex-
pected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years.  Until 
that process is complete, the precise areas of the country which will require State intervention 
will not be known.

I would reiterate however, that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the 
speeds referred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including Loughshinny, will have at 
least 30Mbps connectivity.

20/11/2012WRR02850Motor Industry Issues

20/11/2012WRR02900430. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government with reference to motor trade plates which cost €330, his views on the status of 
Republic of Ireland trade plates in Northern Ireland and on confiscations in Northern Ireland of 
cars with legitimate Republic of Ireland trade plates; if in view of the fact that motor trade in 
this State can involve travel through Northern Ireland; if he will raise this matter at an upcom-
ing meeting of the North-South Ministerial Council; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51101/12]

20/11/2012WRR03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The legislation in relation to trade plates is provided in section 21 of the Finance (No. 2) 
Act 1992 and the Road Vehicles (Registration and Licensing) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regula-
tions 1992.

Trade plates can be used by motor dealers in very limited circumstances in respect of ve-
hicles on which a vehicle licence has not been taken out.   Trade plates are not vehicle licences 
and their use is not recognised outside the State.

The European Commission has put forward a proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the European Council simplifying the transfer of motor vehicles registered 
in another Member State within the Single Market (COM(2012) 164 final dated 4 April 2012).    
The proposal is at an early stage of development. It includes a provision aimed at facilitating the 
intra-EU trade of second-hand vehicles through the harmonisation of rules on the professional 
registration of vehicles (i.e. trade plates in Ireland). Any changes to the system in operation for 
trade plates will be in the context of this proposal.
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20/11/2012WRR03050Election Management System

20/11/2012WRR03100431. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 691 of 6 November 2012, if he will 
provide the total of the persons employed in the following roles in the children’s referendum 
who were immediately previously unemployed or on the live register; special presiding of-
ficers, presiding officers, supervisory presiding officers and area inspectors, poll clerks, count 
supervisors, count calculators and counters.  [51143/12]

20/11/2012WRR03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department wrote to Returning Officers on 19 November 2012 asking that they out-
line the extent to which unemployed persons were engaged in the conduct of the poll and the 
counting of the votes at the referendum held on 10 November 2012. When this information has 
been received from the Returning Officers, it will then be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

20/11/2012WRR03250Referendum Campaigns

20/11/2012WRR03300432. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the recent Supreme Court decision in relation to the wording of 
the information booklet on the recent Children’s Referendum, the action he will take in the fu-
ture to ensure that a similar situation does not occur again; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51283/12]

20/11/2012WRR03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Until the Supreme Court delivers judgment in the McCrystal appeal case I am not in a 
position to make any comment or observation in reply to the question.

20/11/2012WRR03450Local Government Reform

20/11/2012WRR03500433. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider providing persons who pay the household charge and 
property tax with an annual performance indicator of their local authority to show the services 
it is providing and the value for money it is giving to persons who are funding it; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [50857/12]

20/11/2012WRR03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Annual Service Indicators in Local Authorities reports are compiled by the Local Gov-
ernment Management Agency (LGMA) from returns made by local authorities.The reports for 
2004-2010 are available on the LGMA website at http://www.lgma.ie/en/publication-category/
service-indicator-reports-2004-2010.

As part of the reform programme in the Action Programme for Effective Local Government 
– Putting People First, a set of performance standards against which local authorities can dem-
onstrate their performance will be put in place. These will be reflected in, or developed from, 
Service Level Agreements (SLAs), or negotiated agreements with a common understanding 
about the services to be provided, priorities, responsibilities, performance, etc., which will be 
developed between Government Departments or, where appropriate, State agencies and local 
authorities. The SLAs will identify the levels of performance expected and resources avail-
able, along with the relevant responsibilities and expectations necessary to enable the required 
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services. Since the focus will be on the performance of the local authorities, the service indica-
tors are being reclassified as performance indicators to enable assessment of a local authority’s 
overall performance in delivering a particular activity or service and to facilitate evaluating its 
performance against the relevant performance standard.

The performance standards and performance indicators will also inform and assist in the 
development of Customer Charters and in monitoring and reporting adherence to the charters.

Increased emphasis will be placed on identifying customers’ expectations and requirements 
and their experience of service delivery in their local authority. Indicators will also reflect value 
for money and the cost effective use of resources by local authorities. The reporting of the 
performance indicators will be structured to facilitate comparison across local authorities (clus-
tered by type/size as appropriate), and changes in the performance of individual local authori-
ties over time. It is intended that performance standards and performance indicators will –

- provide members of the public with more information about what their local authority 
actually does and on how it is performing, and how this performance is changing over time;

-  enable each authority to monitor its progress, assist in the allocation of resources locally 
and assist Ministers and Departments similarly;

- allow comparative analysis of performance between local authorities, and enable authori-
ties to identify what they need to do in order to raise performance levels to match better per-
forming authorities.

To optimise the benefits of performance standards and performance indicators, local au-
thorities will prepare Annual Service Plans and set targets to be achieved in the delivery of 
services against each of the performance standards. The service plans, which will cover each 
service division in each local authority and will set out the decisions taken in relation to the 
services and levels of standards to which they are expected to be provided, will be adopted by 
the elected members as a reserved function. It is intended that these plans will be updated and 
approved annually in parallel with the budgetary process.

The authorities’ Annual Reports will include a comprehensive review of performance of the 
service plans against the performance standards and will show how –  

- targets set at the start of the year have been achieved against performance indicators;

- the authority performed compared to other local authorities, especially those of compa-
rable size, and;

- each local authority is improving its level of service year-on-year.

20/11/2012WRR03650Planning Issues

20/11/2012WRR03700434. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on whether planning legislation is adequate to deal with persistent and 
vexatious planning objections and complaints; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[50868/12]

20/11/2012WRR03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The facility for any member of the public to participate in 
the planning process by making an observation or a submission on a planning application is a 
fundamental and long-standing feature of the planning system in this country.
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In the Planning and Development Act 2000 increased rights were given to third parties in 
that since the enactment of that Act planning authorities are statutorily obliged to acknowledge 
submissions on planning applications and to consider those submissions before making deci-
sions on planning applications. Persons who make submissions are also entitled to be notified 
of any new information provided, and to be notified of the decision of the planning authority. 
These increased rights were introduced in tandem with the €20 fee for making a submission or 
observation, the aim of which was to contribute to the increasing costs for planning authorities 
in administering the development consent system, while not discouraging public participation 
in the process.

In relation to planning appeals, the position is that any person who made a submission on 
the planning application may appeal the decision of a planning authority on the application to 
An Bord Pleanála, the independent statutory appeals board. There is, however, also a fee for 
making an appeal - currently €220. When an appeal is made to An Bord Pleanála any person 
may make a submission on it for a fee of €50.

It should also be noted that the Board has discretion to dismiss an appeal where it is satis-
fied the appeal is vexatious, frivolous or without substance or foundation or where the appeal 
is made with the sole intention of delaying development or of securing the payment of money, 
gifts, considerations or other inducement by any persons.

Planning legislation therefore permits a person to make observations, or appeal the deci-
sion, in relation to any number of planning applications (subject of course to the payment of the 
appropriate fee). However I do not see that that is any reason to amend the current provisions.

The views of third parties are part of the planning process and, in any case, are only one of 
the matters considered by a planning authority when considering the planning application. In 
making decisions on planning applications, planning authorities, and An Bord Pleanála on ap-
peal, must consider the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard 
to a number of matters, including the provisions of the development plan, any submissions or 
observations received, and relevant Ministerial or Government policies, including any guide-
lines issued by my Department.

20/11/2012WRR03850Election Management System

20/11/2012WRR03900435. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of electors in each of the categories denoted by the letters (L) 
(D) (E) on the voters register for the constituency of Cork South West who have restricted vot-
ing because they are registered to vote in Local Elections only (L), to vote in local Dáil and 
European elections only (D), to vote in local and European elections only (E); if he will now 
readjust the electorate and turnout percentages in the official results maintained by his Depart-
ment for the recent referendum to reflect this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[50958/12]

20/11/2012WRR04000436. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of electors in each of the categories denoted by the letters (L) 
(D) (E) on the voters register for each of the Dáil constituencies, who have restricted voting be-
cause they are registered to vote in Local Elections only (L), to vote in local Dáil and European 
elections only (D), to vote in local and European elections only (E); if he will now readjust the 
electorate and turnout percentages in the official results maintained by his Department for the 
recent referendum to reflect this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50959/12]
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20/11/2012WRR04100441. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of electors in each of the categories denoted by the letters (L) 
(D) (E) on the voters register for the constituency of Dublin South East who have restricted 
voting because they are registered to vote in Local Elections only (L), to vote in local Dáil and 
European elections only (D), to vote in local and European elections only (E); if he will now 
readjust the electorate and turnout percentages in the official results maintained by his Depart-
ment for the recent referendum to reflect this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51010/12]

20/11/2012WRR04200442. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of electors in each of the categories denoted by the letters (L) 
(D) (E) on the voters register for each of the Dáil constituencies, who have restricted voting be-
cause they are registered to vote in Local Elections only (L), to vote in local Dáil and European 
elections only (D), to vote in local and European elections only (E); if he will now readjust the 
electorate and turnout percentages in the official results maintained by his Department for the 
recent referendum to reflect this  [51011/12]

20/11/2012WRR04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 435, 436, 441 and 442 together.

Registration Authorities – County and City Councils – publish the register of electors annu-
ally on 1 February and it comes into effect fourteen days later on 15 February. The publication 
of the register requires the sending of a copy of the register for the relevant constituency to 
members of the Dáil, the Seanad, the European Parliament and local authorities. Registration 
Authorities also provide information on the register to my Department in February each year. 
Based on this information, the numbers available to me, both nationally and for the constituen-
cies of Cork South West and Dublin South East, for each category of elector are as follows:

Constituency Presidential 
Electors 

Dáil Electors 
(D) 

European Elec-
tors (E) 

Local Govern-
ment Electors 
(L) 

All constituen-
cies 

3,128,059 3,182,107 3,198,227 3,249,590 

Cork South 
West 

59,659 62,715 n/a n/a 

Dublin South 
East 

55,253 57,097 n/a n/a 

The information provided by the Registration Authorities to my Department shows the 
number of electors registered each year on a constituency and administrative county basis. As 
the European and Local Election constituencies do not correlate to Dáil constituency boundar-
ies, the information on the number of European and local government electors in the Dáil con-
stituencies of Cork South West and Dublin South East has not been provided to my Department.

The electorate for the recent referendum, as published by the Referendum Returning Officer 
on www.referendum.ie includes the number of ‘presidential’ electors (that is those entitled to 
vote at a referendum) on the 2012/2013 register, which came into effect in February 2012, and, 
in addition, those added to the register by way of the supplement to the register.
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20/11/2012WRS00150NAMA Social Housing Provision

20/11/2012WRS00200437. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of empty housing units in Dublin in which the development is under 
the remit of the National Assets Management Agency; the number of housing units required by 
Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council; 
his views on the viability of using State owned properties that are under the remit of NAMA as 
accommodation for these families and persons as an alternative to sourcing extra funding for 
new properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51003/12]

20/11/2012WRS00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To date, NAMA have identified over 3,700 units from 
their portfolio to be considered for social housing. Of those:

- 580 are in Dublin City Council’s functional area,

- 18 in South Dublin County Council;

- 200 in Fingal County Council, and

- 301 in Dún Laoghaire Rathdown.

It should be noted that the properties under consideration are part of the security for loans 
that NAMA has acquired. In the majority of cases properties remain in the ownership of the 
original borrowers and not NAMA or the State. The remaining properties are controlled by 
receivers appointed by NAMA.

My Department does not hold information on the number of households on local authorities’ 
waiting lists and the requirement for new supply that this might generate. This figure continu-
ously fluctuates as households are allocated housing and new households apply for housing 
support. Detailed information on the latest statutory assessment of housing need, carried out in 
March 2011 and including a breakdown by housing authority, is available on my Department’s 
website – www.environ.ie or on the Housing Agency’s website at www.housing.ie.  The table 
below sets out the information from the 2011 assessment in respect of the 4 Dublin authorities. 

Housing Authority Net Housing Need 2011 (households) 
Dublin City Council 8,091 
South Dublin County Council 8,022 
Fingal County Council 5,003 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 3,909 

Delivery of social housing has been significantly facilitated through more flexible funding 
models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing, but the Government is also 
committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent 
new social housing. Such mechanisms include options to purchase, build to lease and the sourc-
ing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. Added to this 
has been the obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s 
objective of sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be 
aligned with the commercial objectives of NAMA.
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20/11/2012WRS00350House Purchase Schemes

20/11/2012WRS00400438. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on his proposal to offer families in social housing an incentive to buy 
their properties, while at the same time introducing a mortgage to rent scheme which will in 
turn bring private properties owned by a person and the bank to within the remit of his Depart-
ment and social housing organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51004/12]

20/11/2012WRS00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government is acutely conscious of the difficulties 
being experienced by households in mortgage distress while at the same time remaining com-
mitted to facilitating the home ownership aspirations of creditworthy lower income households. 
There is no inherent contradiction between these objectives.

Under the current arrangements, social housing tenants who wish to apply to purchase their 
home under the Tenant Purchase scheme may submit an application up to 31 December 2012, 
and housing authorities will have until 31 December 2013 to finalise sales under the scheme. 
It is my intention to replace this scheme with a new scheme based on the incremental purchase 
model for tenants of existing local authority housing. Legislation is required to underpin the 
new model which it is intended to introduce as soon as possible.   

At the same time, and in line with the recommendations of the Keane Report on mortgage 
arrears, the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis in February 2012. 
This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income families whose 
mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a significant 
change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the family remains 
in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in turn rent it 
to the original owners.

20/11/2012WRS00550Local Authority Housing Maintenance

20/11/2012WRS00600439. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost to local authorities of continuous maintenance of local authority housing 
in 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51005/12]

20/11/2012WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, the manage-
ment and maintenance of the local authority housing stock, including the carrying out of routine 
and planned maintenance programmes to properties and estates, is the responsibility of the 
relevant housing authority.  Housing and estate maintenance programmes are funded directly 
by local authorities from their own resources, including from rental income and receipts from 
the disposal of properties and sales of houses to tenants. 

It is a matter for each local authority to determine its own spending priorities in the context 
of the annual budgetary process having regard to both locally identified needs and available 
resources. The adoption of an authority’s annual budget is a reserved function.

20/11/2012WRS00750Property Taxation Application

20/11/2012WRS00800440. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his Departments role from 2013 onwards in administering and managing funds for 
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local authorities once a local government tax is introduced; if details of the expenditure will be 
available to public representatives through Dáil questions; if overall accountability will be held 
by him; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51006/12]

20/11/2012WRS00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An independently-chaired Inter-Departmental Expert Group was established to consider 
the structures and modalities for an equitable Local Property Tax to replace the Household 
Charge. The Expert Group’s terms of reference were to consider the design of a Local Property 
Tax to be approved by Government, which is equitable and is informed by previous work and 
international experience.

The Group submitted its report and proposals will be brought t o Government shortly. It will 
then be a matter for the Government to decide on the exact details of implementation, including 
how the Local Property Tax will interact with the broader funding of local government, taking 
into account the modalities involved.   

The Government has decided that the Local Property Tax will be collected and administered 
by the Revenue Commissioners.

Questions Nos. 441 and 442 answered with Question No. 435.

20/11/2012WRS01050Homeless Persons Numbers

20/11/2012WRS01100443. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason funding has not yet been made available to an organisation (details sup-
plied) in County Monaghan, a facility which provides services for the homeless and those with 
addictions; if Monaghan County Council should discharge the funds directly and then recoup 
them from the relevant Department or is it more appropriate for the local authority to apply to 
his Department for the funding at the start of each year and wait until the funds are forwarded 
his Department before payment is made since same is not explicitly stated in the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 1988 as amended by S.I. 157/2003; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51016/12]

20/11/2012WRS01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988, 
my Department recoups local authorities, at the rate of 90%, in respect of approved current 
expenditure on the provision of accommodation and related expenses for homeless persons.

Monaghan County Council submitted a Section 10 funding application to my Department in 
respect of the Cuan Mhuire Service.   Additional information has been sought from Monaghan 
County Council and as soon as this information is received my Department will consider further 
the application for funding.

20/11/2012WRS01250Planning Issues

20/11/2012WRS01300444. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the outcome if a council fails to act on a Section 160 against an unauthorised 
development.  [51021/12]

20/11/2012WRS01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Instead of issuing an enforcement notice (or subsequent 
to issuing an enforcement notice, in the event that the notice is not complied with) a planning 
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authority, where an unauthorised development is being, or is about to be, undertaken, can also 
apply to the Circuit or High Court for an injunction preventing it. Significantly, any other per-
son may also seek an injunction against an unauthorised development without reference to the 
planning authority. 

The court order, if successfully obtained, may require that:

-  the unauthorised development should not commence or continue;

-  in so far as possible, the land be restored to its original state;

-  the development be carried out in accordance with any permission related to it; 

-  certain works be carried out, e.g. restore, reconstruct, demolish, and it may also make 
provision for the payment of costs. 

Pending its consideration of issues arising from the request for an injunction, the Court may 
issue an interim or interlocutory order as described below:

- interim order: restrains the defendant from acting until some particular time, most likely 
until the request for an injunction is fully considered;   

- interlocutory order: a temporary injunction pending trial; usually only granted where the 
recovery of damages afterwards would not represent an adequate remedy.

20/11/2012WRS01450Homelessness Strategy

20/11/2012WRS01500445. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will ensure that essential funding will be maintained in respect of an 
organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51075/12]

20/11/2012WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves 
the provision of a national framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of 
housing authorities in addressing homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in rela-
tion to the provision of accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with the 
housing authorities and the implementation of the homeless strategy at local and regional level 
is being carried out through the framework of statutory homelessness action plans adopted by 
housing authorities. My Department does not fund any service or voluntary body directly but 
recoups local authorities 90% of the cost of the service provided with an additional 10% coming 
from the local authorities’ own resources. 

My Department’s current funding provision for the running costs of homeless accommo-
dation and related services for 2012 is €50 million, which, together with 10% provided from 
housing authorities’ own resources, brings the total available funding to €55.55 million in 2012. 
This level of funding means that there will be no reduction in the provision of essential front-
line support services.

20/11/2012WRS01650Local Government Fund

20/11/2012WRS01700446. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the allocation South Dublin County Council received from the Local Gov-
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ernment Fund in 2011 and 2012; the amount by which the fund was reduced as a result of the 
rate of payment of the household charge in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51091/12]

20/11/2012WRS01800447. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the allocation Fingal County Council received from the Local Government 
Fund in 2011 and 2012; the amount by which the fund was reduced as a result of the rate of pay-
ment of the household charge in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51092/12]

20/11/2012WRS01900448. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the allocation Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council received from the 
Local Government Fund in 2011 and 2012; the amount by which the fund was reduced as a 
result of the rate of payment of the household charge in 2012; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51093/12]

20/11/2012WRS02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 446 to 448, inclusive, together.

I assume the Questions relate to General Purpose Grants from the Local Government Fund. 
The two principal sources of revenue for the Local Government Fund are the proceeds of motor 
tax and the income from the Household Charge. The Local Government (Household Charge) 
Act 2011 provides that income from the charge is to be paid into the Local Government Fund. 
The proceeds from the household charge are being re-distributed on an equalised basis to lo-
cal authorities within the context of the annual allocations of general purpose grants. General 
purpose grants contribute towards meeting the reasonable cost to local authorities of providing 
services to their customers. Some €651m in general purpose grants had been allocated to local 
authorities for 2012. It has been necessary for me to reduce general purpose grant funding to 
local authorities in the third quarter of 2012 in light of the level of compliance with the house-
hold charge. 

It is estimated that there are some 1.6 million residential properties potentially liable for the 
household charge. As such, if collected in full, the household charge has the potential to raise 
€160 million annually. As of 16 of November 2012 some €107.7 m or over 66% had been col-
lected nationally. A total of €15,695,292 was withheld from the Quarter 3 general purpose grant 
payment. For county and city councils, this represented a reduction of between 1% and 3% of 
the total general purpose grant allocation for 2012. 

Local authorities can maintain the remainder of their general purpose grant allocation for 
2012 through improved household charge compliance. Those authorities achieving a collection 
rate of 65% nationally will not have a further reduction in their final quarter general purpose 
grant payment. Local authorities achieving a collection rate of 60-65% will incur a further re-
duction of 0.5%, while those authorities achieving a compliance rate below 60% will incur a 
further 1% reduction in their annual allocation. 

I am confident that the level of general purpose grants together with other Government 
grants and subsidies, and income raised from local sources, is appropriate to meet the costs of 
providing a reasonable level of local authority services to communities.

The information requested is set out in the following table.
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Local Au-
thority 

Allocation 
2011 € 

Allocation 
2012 € 

Quarter 3 
2012 Reduc-
tion € 

Revised 2012 
Allocation € 

% Reduction 
in 2012 

Dun 
Laoghaire-
Rathdown 
County 
Council 

31,522,005 25,780,316 343,583 25,436,733 1.3% 

Fingal Coun-
ty Council 

26,267,018 20,455,071 545,285 19,909,786 2.7% 

South Dub-
lin County 
Council 

21,709,971 16,963,904 475,210 16,488,694 2.8% 

20/11/2012WRS02050

Local Government Reform

20/11/2012WRS02100449. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he intends to change Section 129 of the Local Government Act 2001 to 
facilitate the disbanding of the county development board in each local authority; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51178/12]

20/11/2012WRS02200450. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the powers that county managers have to amend or disband the follow-
ing agencies which are structures or sub-structures of the county development boards, county 
childcare committees, joint policing committees and volunteer centres; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51179/12]

20/11/2012WRS02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 449 and 450 together.

The reforms set out in Putting People First will result in changes to current local governance 
arrangements and include, inter alia, the wind-down of City/County Development Boards. All 
necessary legislative and administrative steps will be taken towards this end and will include 
the introduction of new planning, management and oversight arrangements, such as Socio-
Economic Committees and Local Enterprise Offices.  

It is not within the powers of City/County Managers to dissolve the various bodies referred 
to in the Question. Responsibility for these bodies remains with the relevant parent Depart-
ments. My Department is working closely with these Departments to transfer responsibility for 
co-ordination of local and community development matters to the Socio-Economic Committees 
when the City/County Development Boards cease to operate.

20/11/2012WRS02350Household Charge Exemptions

20/11/2012WRS02400451. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if persons (details supplied) in County Cork are entitled to an exemption 
from the household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51182/12]

20/11/2012WRS02500463. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a person who inherited a derelict house with no running water or elec-
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tricity is exempt from the household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51604/12]

20/11/2012WRS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 451 and 463 together.

The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for the 
Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is li-
able to pay the Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. It is a matter for 
an owner of a residential property to determine liability. Residential property is defined in the 
Act as a building that is occupied or suitable for occupation as a separate dwelling. The legisla-
tion provides for a number of exemptions and waivers from payment of the Charge. 

The exemptions from payment are: 

-  Residential properties that are part of the trading stock of a business and have not been 
sold or been the source of any income since construction;   

-  Residential property owned by a Minister of the Government, a housing authority or the 
Health Service Executive;   

-  Voluntary and co-operative housing;   

-  Residential property subject to commercial rates and wholly used as a dwelling;   

-  Residential property owned by certain charities or discretionary trusts; and,   

-  Residential property which an owner has vacated due to long-term mental or physical 
infirmity (e.g. an elderly person that has moved into a nursing home). 

The waivers which apply concern:   

-  Owners of residential property entitled to mortgage interest supplement; and,   

-  Owners of houses in certain unfinished housing estates. 

I urge any person who is unsure as to their liability for the Household Charge to contact their 
local authority with a view to resolving their status.

20/11/2012WRS02650Electoral Divisions Establishment

20/11/2012WRS02700452. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will create a new Electoral Commission; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51190/12]

20/11/2012WRS02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 127 on 7 November 2012. The Programme for Gov-
ernment includes a range of political reform measures, a number of which are in my area of re-
sponsibility as Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government. Many of the 
measures have already been implemented. Others are in the process of being implemented. The 
debate on the Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Bill 2012 published on 5 October 
is scheduled to start in the Dáil this week. The Government legislation programme includes an 
Electoral (Amendment) (Referendum Spending and Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill to be pub-
lished in 2013 which will implement more commitments in the Programme for Government. 
Arising from the Action Programme for Effective Local Government I have established a Local 
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Electoral Area Boundary Committee to review and make recommendations on local electoral 
area boundaries in time for the 2014 local elections and my Department will be providing ad-
ministrative support to that committee. 

Following these tasks, I will be addressing the Programme for Government commitment 
to establish an Electoral Commission to subsume functions of existing bodies and my Depart-
ment. Establishment of an Electoral Commission will be a major body of work. Issues for con-
sideration include international best practice, the Commission’s structure and functions, who it 
reports to, its relationship with other bodies currently involved in electoral administration, and 
the approach to be followed in relation to the extensive legislation that will be required, as well 
as practical matters including staffing and funding arrangements.

20/11/2012WRS02850Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

20/11/2012WRS02900453. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of deposit retention cases brought to court on behalf of tenants by 
the Private Residential Tenancies Board in the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; the 
number of cases brought by the PRTB on behalf of landlords in 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51249/12]

20/11/2012WRS03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in the operational matters of the Private 
Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), an independent statutory body established on 1 Septem-
ber 2004 under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.

The PRTB’s annual reports and accounts are available on its website, www.prtb.ie , and the 
most recently published report and accounts relate to 2010. The annual reports include statistics 
on dispute resolution.

20/11/2012WRS03050Electoral Divisions Report

20/11/2012WRS03100454. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the current European election constituencies will remain the same for the 
upcoming European election in 2014; if the number of seats allocated to Ireland and the number 
of seats allocated to each constituency will remain the same for the European election in 2014. 
[51275/12]

20/11/2012WRS03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I established a Constituency Commission on 27 July 2011 to review the constituencies 
for Dáil and European Parliament elections in the light of the 2011 Census of Population. The 
Commission in its report , presented to the Ceann Comhairle on 21 June 2012 , recommended 
maintenance of the existing arrangement of constituencies for the election of Ireland’s twelve 
members to the European Parliament. Consistent with established practice since the first inde-
pendent constituency commission reported in 1980 the Government has accepted in full the 
recommendations in the Constituency Commission report. I will not therefore, on foot of that 
report, be bringing forward any amendments to the Third Schedule of the European Parlia-
ment Elections Act 1997 in which the constituencies for European Parliament elections and the 
number of members to be elected for each constituency are specified. That Schedule was most 
recently amended by Section 8 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2009. 

While the number of seats in the European Parliament allocated to Ireland stands at twelve 
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there is a need to adjust the distribution of seats in the Parliament before the 2014 elections to 
take account of the accession of Croatia in 2013. I understand that the proposal of the European 
Parliament in this matter is awaited. Article 14.2 of the Treaty on European Union sets an ab-
solute limit of 750 seats, plus the President, for the European Parliament and provides that the 
composition of the Parliament is decided by the European Council by unanimity on the initia-
tive of the Parliament and with its consent.

Water Meters Installation

20/11/2012WRS03300455. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if Irish Water will be reviewing water waste/water infrastructure develop-
ment charges for new connections when they will be introducing metering charges to domestic 
customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51356/12]

20/11/2012WRS03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to 
be established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be re-
sponsible for the metering programme. In addition, the Government has recently approved 
the preparation of legislation to assign the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake 
the metering programme. The Government has also decided to assign responsibility for the 
economic regulation of the water sector to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER). The 
primary role of the regulator will be to protect the interests of customers and to ensure that a 
consistent and appropriate level of service is provided to customers; the regulator will be given 
appropriate powers in this regard. The regulator will be responsible for approving all charges 
levied by Irish Water.

20/11/2012WRS03450Mortgage to Rent Scheme Funding

20/11/2012WRS03500456. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total number of former mortgage holders who have been transferred 
to rental tenants under the mortgage to rent scheme; in view of the small numbers of former 
mortgage holders involved if he will account for the slow progress with this scheme; the plans 
that are being put in place to expand this scheme during 2013; if there are any targets set out for 
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50240/12]

20/11/2012WRS03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis in 
February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a 
significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the fam-
ily remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in 
turn rent it to the original owners.

One case has been finalised with several more due to close by year end; however lenders 
have put forward in excess of 500 cases and currently are actively engaged with over 100 cus-
tomers on Mortgage to Rent with a further 100 cases at an early stage in the process.

The numbers of completed transactions is low but significant progress has been made. All 
of the main lenders and so called sub - prime lenders are fully engaged and have instituted the 
necessary internal processes. It is also important to bear in mind that the transition from being 



20 November 2012

507

a homeowner to a social housing tenant is a major one for families. Mortgage to rent or other 
such interventions cannot be rushed for any party. For example, the process provides a 60 
day decision period and a 28 day cooling off period within the time frame of the scheme. My 
Department estimates that the overall time frame per case from start to completed transaction 
will be up to eight months . This compares favourably to the time frames in other jurisdictions 
operating similar schemes.

The level of ambition for next year under mortgage to rent and the prospective associ-
ated mortgage to lease arrangements will be determined largely in the context of the Estimates 
process for 2013. It will be essential to deal with any potential displacement effect for other 
categories of social housing need arising as a result of the wider roll-out of mortgage to rent.

20/11/2012WRT00100Local Authority Staff Issues

20/11/2012WRT00200457. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide clarification for local authority staff across Ireland who 
may one way or other transfer from their current employer to the Irish Water Company, many 
of these staff currently employed will play a pivotal role in the successful transfer of assets and 
infrastructure from the local authorities to Irish Water; and if he will clarify the status of their 
job security post 2016. [51471/12]

20/11/2012WRT00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government decided, based on the recommendations of an independent assessment 
and in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government, to establish a public water 
utility company, Irish Water, to take over the operational and capital delivery functions of lo-
cal authorities in the water services area.  The Government has further decided that Irish Water 
should be established as an independent subsidiary of the Bord Gáis Group.   

The skills within the Bord Gáis Group will be paired with the experience and commitment 
to service in local authorities and the specific water and wastewater capabilities and expertise 
that exist in local government to build the new organisation and ensure its successful establish-
ment and operation.  In the initial phase, Irish Water will work largely through service level 
agreements with local authorities, and these arrangements will not end until 2017 at the earli-
est.  This will ensure a smooth transition to the new model and guard against the loss of local 
expertise.  It will also mean that the majority of staff will remain in the direct employment of 
local authorities for a considerable period.  There will be detailed engagement with Staff and 
Trade Unions in the rollout of the proposed changes, and structures have been put in place to 
facilitate this engagement.

20/11/2012WRT00400Building Regulations Application

20/11/2012WRT00500458. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his response to issues raised by a person (details supplied) in County Carlow 
in correspondence to him dated 2 July 2012, 20 October 2012 and 7 May 2012 regarding the 
Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2012; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51534/12]

20/11/2012WRT00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The correspondence in question relates to proposals to amend the Building Control Regu-
lations which were the subject of an extensive public consultation process earlier this year and 
which are currently being finalised in light of that consultation   My Department is engaging 
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directly with the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists (CIAT) in relation to the 
specific concerns raised.

20/11/2012WRT00700Capital Assistance Scheme Funding

20/11/2012WRT00800459. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the funding of a facility in (details supplied) County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51563/12]

20/11/2012WRT00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The property in question was acquired by an Approved 
Housing Body with funding provided by my Department under the Capital Assistance Scheme.   
In July 2012 I announced the allocation of €100 million in capital funding for the provision of 
over 800 new social and voluntary housing units over the period 2012 to 2014.   This property 
is included in the list of approved projects.   

My Department has received a Section 10 funding application in respect of the operation 
of this property as accommodation   for homeless persons.    The application is currently being 
considered by my Department.

20/11/2012WRT01000Capital Assistance Scheme Funding

20/11/2012WRT01100460. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the funding of a facility (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51564/12]

20/11/2012WRT01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This project was submitted to my Department for funding 
approval by Kerry County Council in response to a call for proposals for new voluntary hous-
ing projects which issued to local authorities on 7 June 2012. Voluntary housing projects to the 
value of €34.5 million were approved under the call, including one project in County Kerry 
costing an estimated €1.017 million. 

Having regard to the large number of applications received and the limited funding avail-
able, it was not possible to approve the Camphill Community Housing project in Dingle at this 
time.

20/11/2012WRT01300Rural Development Programme Funding

20/11/2012WRT01400461. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the funding for single rural cottages (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51565/12]

20/11/2012WRT01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This year I allocated some €8.643 million to Kerry County 
Council in respect of the various measures supported under my Department’s Social Housing 
Investment Programme (SHIP). In addition, I allocated €2.606 million in respect of the Housing 
Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability. I recently allocated 
a further €420,000 to the Council for the construction of rural houses over the period 2012 – 
2014. Having regard to the existing high level of commitments under the SHIP, I am not in a 
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position to approve additional funding for Kerry County Council at this time.

20/11/2012WRT01600Leader Programmes Funding

20/11/2012WRT01700462. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when approval will issue to the Cavan/Monaghan LEADER programme in 
respect of projects (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51579/12]

20/11/2012WRT01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Funding of €314m is available under the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2007-
2013 for allocation to qualifying projects up to the end of 2013. There are 35 Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the RDP throughout the 
country and these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of proj-
ect funding. Such decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of the 
individual groups and in line with Departmental operating rules and EU regulations. 

Projects that request funding of €150,000 or more are required to seek final approval from 
my Department. The assessment of such higher value projects usually involves detailed con-
sultations between my Department and the relevant local development company. It frequently 
necessitates the provision of further documentation or clarifications. It may also, in some in-
stances, result in modifications to the project proposed to ensure best value for money and com-
pliance with all the necessary regulations, both national and European, governing the activities 
funded under the programme. These assessments also consider whether the project as proposed 
addresses the needs of the local community in the best possible way. A full and detailed as-
sessment of all projects is essential. Currently, LEADER activities are co-financed by the Eu-
ropean Union at a rate of 85% and, accordingly, come within the remit of a strict regulatory 
regime which requires that each project must be compliant before any funding is awarded by 
the LEADER companies.   

The policy in my Department is to work with the Local Development Companies to en-
sure that the projects submitted are fully compliant and can be approved rather than to refuse 
approval for funding , and it can therefore take some time to come to a final conclusion. My 
Department will continue to work with   Cavan Monaghan LEADER regarding the projects in 
question , to make a full assessment of their eligibility, and will inform the Group once all que-
ries have been addressed satisfactorily.

Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 451.

20/11/2012WRT02000Property Services Regulation

20/11/2012WRT02100464. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality with regard to the 
Property Services Regulatory Authority and more specifically the section that deals with the 
residential property price register, the amount it receives per annum; the hours on which it is 
open to the public; the number of staff it employs; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [50940/12]

20/11/2012WRT02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Property Services Regula-
tory Authority (PSRA) was established on a statutory basis on 3 April 2012 in accordance with 
the provisions of the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011. The Authority currently has a 
total full-time equivalent of nine staff, including the Chief Executive.
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Section 86 of the 2011 Act provides that the PSRA shall prepare and maintain a register of 
residential property sales prices in the State. The Residential Property Price Register was pub-
lished by the Authority on 30 September 2012 and is available on its website www.psr.ie and at 
www.propertypriceregister.ie. The Register includes information on residential properties pur-
chased in Ireland since 1 January 2010, as declared to the Revenue Commissioners for stamp 
duty purposes. The PSRA does not receive any fee income in respect of the Register since it is 
required under the provisions of Section 86 of the 2011 Act to make the information contained 
in the Register available free of charge. There is no public office provision in respect of the 
Register since the information is published on the Authority’s website.

20/11/2012WRT02300Personal Insolvency Act

20/11/2012WRT02400465. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality under the new 
personal insolvency legislation, the criteria and process for employing personal insolvency 
practitioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51077/12]

20/11/2012WRT02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would refer the Deputy to my 
comments at Dáil Report Stage of the Personal Insolvency Bill 2012 on 7 November, where I 
indicated the following:

There will be a new Part 5 to replace the current Part 5 in regard to regulation of persons act-
ing as personal insolvency practitioners. It will provide extensive provisions for the regula-
tion by the insolvency service of the new personal insolvency practitioners. There will be 
regulatory provisions, oversight and provisions to ensure there are indemnities to guarantee 
that where funds are being dealt with, those using personal insolvency practitioners are 
protected.  As I said in the course of this debate, many of the regulatory mechanisms already 
exist in other contexts. It is a question of adapting them to the insolvency legislation. A sub-
stantial amount of work has been done on that. 

There was an issue at one stage as to whether it would be the Central Bank or the insolvency 
agency that would deal with the regulatory side but in the context of providing a unified fo-
cus on the insolvency area it was decided that it would be the insolvency agency. I was opti-
mistic that we would be in a position to bring the amendments before this House on Report 
Stage but we will have them for the Seanad proceedings. Members will have an opportunity 
to consider them when they come back from the Seanad.

  The engagement of a personal insolvency practitioner to negotiate either a Debt Settlement 
Arrangement or Personal Insolvency Arrangement will be entirely a matter for the debtor 
concerned. The debtor will be able to choose from the list of those practitioners regulated 
by the Insolvency Service of Ireland. As I have said on a number of occasions, I expect that 
accountants, lawyers and a broad range of financial advisors may wish to seek regulation as 
practitioners.

20/11/2012WRT02600

Coroners Service

20/11/2012WRT02700466. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of post mor-
tem results pending being sent to the Coroner as of 1 November 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51205/12]
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20/11/2012WRT02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Many factors influence the 
time it takes for post-mortem reports to be received by a coroner from the pathologist con-
cerned.  Coroners are effectively a purchaser of these reports and the services involved from 
individual pathologists who in turn may be dependent on other service providers such as the 
State Laboratory or various hospital services. 

I understand that, in general, it takes at least 3 months and up to 6 months for a post-mortem 
report to be received by a coroner but it may take longer where further specialist tests are re-
quired (e.g. toxicology, histology and microbiology tests). 

As of 1 November 2012, the number of cases outstanding for more than 3 months is 548. 
This figure should be viewed in the context of the total of 5,598 post-mortem reports   ordered 
by coroners in 2011.

Proposed Legislation

20/11/2012WRT03000467. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
Ireland’s election to the United Nations Human Rights Council, if he will prioritise publishing 
the mental capacity legislation; if this legislation will be up to date in line with international 
human rights law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51569/12]

20/11/2012WRT03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter)(Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer 
the Deputy to my reply to Questions Nos. 480 and 496 of 13 November 2012 in which I said 
the following:

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to introduce a Mental Capacity 
Bill that is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The 
proposals in the Scheme of the Bill, as published, have required extensive revision in order to 
meet that objective. Drafting of the Bill is at a very advanced stage and the Government Leg-
islation Programme indicates that the Bill is expected to be published in the current session:

20/11/2012WRT03200Charities and Voluntary Organisations

20/11/2012WRT03300468. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review 
plans to wind down the charitable lotteries scheme; his views on whether he will oblige the suc-
cessful applicant for the State’s lottery licence to provide resources to organisations currently 
supported under the charitable lotteries scheme by way of a clause in, or condition under the 
licence regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50865/12]

20/11/2012WRT03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The amount of funding avail-
able under the Charitable Lotteries Scheme in 2012 is €6 million. This total is unchanged from 
2011. Applications from nineteen eligible organisations, that is, charities that operate lotteries 
that were established before 1997, are currently being processed by the Department of Justice 
and Equality and payments will be made later this year. The total funding available under the 
Scheme will begin to reduce in 2013 and will be gradually decreased over a period of three 
years after which the scheme will be discontinued. Recipient organisations were advised of this 
in early October, in effect giving them more than 12 months notice of this change. The decision 
to wind down this Scheme has been taken in the context of the requirement for all Government 
Departments to meet exacting savings targets in the years ahead.

Funding disbursed under the Charitable Lotteries Scheme is drawn from both the National 
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Lottery surplus and exchequer funding. The Scheme was set up in 1997 to supplement the in-
comes of charitable organisations that were operating lotteries in competition with the National 
Lottery. Approximately €114 million has been disbursed under the Scheme since its inception. 
The amount each organisation receives is determined in proportion to its gross annual sales of 
relevant lottery products. The criteria for the Scheme do not take account of either the profit-
ability of the lottery or the proportion of the revenue it generates that reaches the charitable 
cause in whose name the products are sold.  This means that the scheme has not provided any 
incentive for charities to operate lotteries with a low cost base or to ensure that a high propor-
tion of the revenue generated goes directly to the cause with which the ticket is identified. Such 
a Scheme can no longer be justified in the current circumstances.

The gradual phasing out of the Scheme will yield savings of €11 million over the three year 
period 2013-2015, with a further saving of €6 million each year after 2015 when no further pay-
ments will be made. The level of assistance is being reduced gradually in order to minimise the 
impact on the organisations affected and to afford them an opportunity to consider appropriate 
action they could take to generate greater net profit from their fundraising activities and to make 
such changes as they consider beneficial.

In this context, I am also considering an increase to the current limits on private lottery 
prizes under the Gaming and Lotteries Act of 1956.  I have asked organisations in receipt of 
funding under the Charitable Lotteries Scheme to consider this issue and have invited them to 
make a submission to my Department. I look forward to receiving their views in the near future.

The matter of the State’s lottery licence is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.

20/11/2012WRT03500State Bodies Mergers

20/11/2012WRT03600469. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the merger of the Equality Authority and the Human Rights Commission; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [50947/12]

20/11/2012WRT03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will recall, I 
published the General Scheme of a Bill to replace the Equality Authority and the Human Rights 
Commission with a new Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission on 5 June 2012. The 
Bill is currently being drafted and it is intended to have the legislation in place early next year.  
In parallel, arrangements are being made to select members of the new Commission.  This 
is being handled by an independent Selection Panel set up for that purpose.  Advertisements 
inviting applications were published last Sunday, with a deadline of 29 November for submis-
sion of applications.  The successful applicants will be appointed to the two existing bodies, 
pending enactment of the necessary legislation to effect the merger.  This will ensure that the 
two organisations can start to operate as a cohesive whole, with a transition programme being 
prepared and put in place, that the board(s) can commence preparing a Strategic Plan for the 
new body and that work can be taken forward rapidly on the staffing review envisaged in the 
Working Group report.

I can also inform the Deputy that a group of officials, led by the Secretary General, met with 
the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) in October.  This was a very 
positive meeting and addressed fully all the issues and concerns raised previously by the High 
Commissioner.

The OHCHR consider that Ireland has engaged in a good process in the development of the 
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new Commission; has full confidence that the Government is approaching the issue in the right 
way and considers our approach as a best practice model for other countries.  

The OHCHR welcomed the approach taken in the draft legislation of having two definitions 
of human rights and will encourage other countries to adopt this approach.

20/11/2012WRT03800Garda Vetting of Personnel

20/11/2012WRT03900470. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the waiting 
times for applications for Garda vetting and clearance to be processed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51038/12]

20/11/2012WRT04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for a number of organisations (20,000 approxi-
mately) in Ireland registered with the Unit which employ personnel to work in a full time, part 
time, voluntary or student capacity with children and or vulnerable adults. 

The current average processing time for vetting applications is 8 weeks.  However,  sea-
sonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications 
can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion. All organisations are aware of 
the processing time frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this 
into their recruitment and selection processes.

I am very conscious of the need to keep this processing time to a minimum. I am confident 
that the current average processing time will be reduced as a number of measures to ensure im-
provements in the time it takes for the processing of vetting applications take effect.

20/11/2012WRT04100Garda Vetting of Personnel

20/11/2012WRT04200471. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the 
additional demands and the broadening of criteria for Garda Vetting the new National Vetting 
Bureau Bill 2012 will put on the Garda Vetting and Clearance services, the additional resources 
that will be allocated to this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51041/12]

20/11/2012WRT04300473. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí and the number of civilian staff employed by the Garda central vetting unit on 1 
November 2012; the number employed under the JobBridge scheme on that date; the number 
of Garda staff and the number of civilian staff that will be employed by the new national vetting 
bureau once it is established; the number who will be employed through the JobBridge scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51245/12]

20/11/2012WRT04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 471 and 473 together.

I am further informed by the Garda authorities, that as of 31 October 2012 there were 1 
Superintendent, 4 Gardaí and 92 Civilian whole-time equivalents, including 4 temporary posi-
tions, attached to the Garda Central Vetting Unit.  A further 2 people are employed under the 
Job-bridge Scheme.

The personnel levels and capacity of the Unit are currently being reviewed in preparation 
for the implementation of the National Vetting Bureau Bill upon its enactment.
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20/11/2012WRT04500Residency Permits

20/11/2012WRT04600472. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and or expected position of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Dublin. [51055/12]

20/11/2012WRT04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
been granted Leave to Remain in the State for a three year period following the consideration 
of his case under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended). This decision was 
conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 16th November, 2012.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Question No. 473 answered with Question No. 471.

20/11/2012WRT04900Garda Vetting of Personnel

20/11/2012WRT05000474. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the aver-
age length of time for processing applications by the Garda Central Vetting Unit for each month 
since January 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51246/12]

20/11/2012WRT05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting Unit 
(GCVU) provides employment vetting for a number of organisations (20,000 approximately) in 
Ireland registered with the Unit which employ personnel to work in a full time part time, volun-
tary or student capacity with children and or vulnerable adults. The average processing time for 
Garda Vetting applications for each month since January 2011 is outlined hereunder. 
  2011

Month Average Processing Time
January 11 weeks
February 12 weeks
March 11 weeks
April 11 weeks
May 11 weeks
June 10 weeks
July 9 weeks
August 8 weeks
September 8 weeks
October 6 weeks
November 4 weeks
December 2 weeks

  2012  
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Month Average Processing Time
January 2 weeks
February 2 weeks
March 2 weeks
April 3 weeks
May 4 weeks
June 5 weeks
July 6 weeks
August 7 weeks
September 7 weeks
October 8 weeks
November 8 weeks
I should point out that these are average processing times and variations can occur for dif-

ferent reasons, for example it can take longer to process applications where additional informa-
tion has to be sought. There are also seasonal fluctuations. All organisations are aware of the 
processing time frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into 
their recruitment and selection processes.

I am very conscious of the need to keep this processing time to a minimum. I am confident 
that the current average processing time will be reduced as a number of measures to ensure 
improvements take effect.

20/11/2012WRT05200Garda Vetting of Personnel

20/11/2012WRT05300475. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the de-
tails of the training required by employees of the national vetting bureau; the timeframe of this 
training; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51247/12]

20/11/2012WRT05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the training period for new staff members at the Garda Central Vetting Unit is 
for a duration of 12 weeks including on-the-job training with intensive Quality Control.   This 
is the standard training programme for all new personnel allocated to work at the Garda Central 
Vetting Unit. 

The programme provides in-depth training in relation to the Garda Vetting system and in-
cludes training on the Garda PULSE system, Criminal Records system and the Garda Central 
Vetting Unit computerised systems.

Proposed Legislation

20/11/2012WRT05600476. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date 
on which he will publish a new Sexual Offences Bill; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51250/12]

20/11/2012WRT05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department has been con-
ducting a wide-ranging review of the law on sexual offences. The review is close to completion 
and I expect to bring a draft General Scheme to Government shortly with a view to seeking 
approval for the drafting of the necessary legislation.
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20/11/2012WRT05800Garda Stations Closures

20/11/2012WRT05900477. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
firm the announcement that Clonmel Garda Barracks will be relocated to the former Kickham 
Barracks site; if he will confirm when funding will be made available for the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51369/12]

20/11/2012WRT06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will recall that 
in my reply on 7 November 2012 to a Priority Question, in my role as Minister for Defence, I 
indicated that discussions have been taking place between the Department of Defence and other 
parties in relation to the future of the former Kickham Barracks in Clonmel, Co Tipperary.  As 
I also stated in the course of supplementaries, these discussions include the question of the sale 
of a portion of the site for a new Garda station in Clonmel. 

The current position is that following the most recent round of discussions, which have 
taken place within the last week, I expect that a portion of the former barracks will be made 
available for the provision of a Garda station.  

The Deputy will appreciate that the new District Headquarters project will involve substan-
tial building and fit out costs.  Currently the relevant finance is not available within the Vote of 
the Office Of Public Works from which the capital costs of Garda accommodation are met and, 
accordingly, I am pursuing the funding issue with my Government colleagues. I am optimistic 
that the required funding will at a later stage become available in an appropriate Capital Pro-
gram.

20/11/2012WRU00150Direct Provision System

20/11/2012WRU00200478. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide, 
in tabular form, the total cost to the State per year for every year since it opened of the Towers 
Hotel direct provision hostel, Clondalkin, Dublin 22; the total number of adults and children 
resident at the hostel on 1 January each year for every year since the hostel opened; the number 
of inspections carried out by Departmental staff or other Government agencies or bodies each 
year since the hostel opened; the number of adults and children deported while resident at the 
hostel each year for every year since the hostel was opened; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [51410/12]

20/11/2012WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Clondalkin Towers is one of 
35 asylum accommodation centres across 17 counties under contract to the Reception & Inte-
gration Agency (RIA), an operational unit of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS) of my Department, currently providing accommodation to a total of 4,852 persons seek-
ing international protection.

There are currently 240 persons residing in Clondalkin Towers. A breakdown by age and 
gender of persons residing in the centre on 1 January of each year since the centre began opera-
tion on 10 October, 2006 is as follows:
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Date Occupancy Males Females Children (0-
17 years)

18 years plus

01/01/07* 227 Not Avail-
able

Not Avail-
able

Not Avail-
able

Not Avail-
able

01/01/08 260 79 181 83 177
01/01/09 242 82 160 94 148
01/01/10 196 77 119 80 116
01/01/11 193 72 121 73 120
01/01/12 225 86 139 87 138
(* Prior to this date, annual statistics were not collated in a way to show an age and gender 

breakdown)

Inspections take place in all centres by RIA staff and by an independent company QTS, to 
ensure that they are adhering to their contractual obligations.  The number of inspections car-
ried out on the Towers since it opened are as follows:

Year Independent Inspection 
Company QTS

RIA Inspection

2007 1 0
2008 1 1
2009 1 2
2010 1 1
2011 1 3
2012 (to date) 1 1
Total 6 8

Asylum seekers are not allocated to particular centres based on status of their asylum claim 
or their length of time in the asylum process.  Records are not maintained in such a way as to 
distinguish one centre from another in terms of residents who have been deported or granted 
leave to remain: such information would have no practical application or value.  It is therefore 
not possible to provide the Deputy with any information on the number of deportees from the 
Towers since it opened on 10/10/2006.

In relation to cost, it is assumed that this question relates to the cost of the contract between 
RIA and the proprietor of the Towers. This is set out in the table below.  It does not include costs 
in relation to the provision of medical, educational or other services to the residents of the Tow-
ers, as these costs would be borne by the relevant Government departments dealing with same.

Clondalkin Towers was first contracted to RIA on 10/10/2006. The current contract ends on 
24/12/2012. A new contract with a reduced accommodation capacity will follow thereafter cov-
ering a further period to 26 June, 2014.  As I have explained before in response to previous Dáil 
Questions, it is not in the interests of the taxpayer that details of current individual contracts 
are known to the public or to other parties who are, or may be in the future, engaged in negotia-
tions with RIA. Therefore, details of current contracts are not provided. The policy is that the 
updating of the table of contracts will take place only at the end of January each year in respect 
of all financial information up to the end of December two years previously, e.g. at the end of 
January, 2012 the records are updated to end of December 2009.  This policy has been upheld 
by the Office of the Information Commissioner.
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Therefore, whilst the current contract in respect of the Towers ends on 24 December, 2012, 
details of payments under this contract in the table below cover only the period to 31 December, 
2009.

Centre Contract start Contract end Value * (see 
note)

Capacity Contractor

The Towers 10/10/2006 31/03/2009 €7,993,500 50-250 Rowtes Ltd
The Towers 01/04/2009 24/12/2012 €2,656,500 * 250 Rowtes Ltd
*where contract date goes beyond 31/12/2009, the value shown represents those payments 

made up to 31/12/2009.

20/11/2012WRU00350Garda Deployment

20/11/2012WRU00400479. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will explain in 
detail the ratio for the distribution of Gardaí in towns across the State.  [51438/12]

20/11/2012WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the detailed allocation of resources throughout the country is a matter for the Commissioner in 
consultation with his Senior Management and I have no direct function in this regard.

I have however, asked the Commissioner for details on the issue referred to by the Deputy 
and I will revert to him directly on its receipt.

Garda Strength

20/11/2012WRU00600480. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
stationed in Sligo town.  [51439/12]

20/11/2012WRU00700481. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
stationed in Drogheda town.  [51440/12]

20/11/2012WRU00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 480 and 481 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that on 31 October 2012, the latest date 
for which figures are readily available, the personnel strength of Sligo and Drogheda Garda Sta-
tions was 142 and 94 respectively.  There are also 12 Reserve Gardaí and 14 civilians attached 
to Sligo Garda Station and 21 Reserve Gardaí and 12 civilians attached to Drogheda Garda 
Station.

The Deputy will be aware that while both Garda stations are Divisional headquarters, Sligo 
is also a Regional headquarters covering the Northern region.
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20/11/2012WRU00850Human Rights Issues

20/11/2012WRU00900482. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
Ireland’s seat on the UN Human Rights Council, when he plans to grant Irish Travellers eth-
nic status in recognition of their human rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51492/12]

20/11/2012WRU01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Kathleen Lynch): I refer 
to the reply to Question No. 39341/12 of 19 September 2012.  Since then a conference on the 
area of ethnicity took place on 27 September organised by the National Traveller Monitoring 
and Advisory Committee and with the support and funding of my Department.  At this confer-
ence various aspects of the ethnicity subject were considered from a wide spectrum of opinion.  
Consideration of the question remains ongoing with a view to ensuring that full analysis of all 
aspects of the granting of ethnic status to Travellers is available to Government when coming 
to a decision on the matter.

20/11/2012WRU01050Proposed Legislation

20/11/2012WRU01100483. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view the 
recent cases of suicide as a result of cyberbullying, if he will move legislation to allow Gardaí 
to obtain and investigate IP addresses from firms cited to be involved in these bullying cases; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51493/12]

20/11/2012WRU01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I want to assure the Deputy 
that I attach the highest importance to the fight against cyberbullying. As recent tragic events 
have shown, it can have the most serious and tragic consequences.

Cyberbullying may amount to the offence of harassment under the 1997 Non Fatal Offences 
Against the Person Act. As Minister, my function is to ensure the removal of barriers hindering 
not only the prosecution but also the effective investigation of offences under that Act.

In a statement in this House on 7 November I referred to my request to the Law Reform 
Commission to examine the requirement that, in order for it to secure a conviction, the pros-
ecution must show persistence by the accused in pursuing the offence of harassment under the 
1997 Act.

The matter raised by the Deputy relates for the most part to the investigation of offences. In 
just the same way as already mentioned, I will pursue any evidence of difficulties in gaining the 
access required by the Gardaí in the course of their investigations, bearing in mind that some 
sites are based outside of this jurisdiction. However, I have not been alerted to any difficulty in 
securing access to data required in relation to investigations into cyberbullying. The IT industry 
in Ireland, I am pleased to say, acts in line with the spirit as well as the letter of the law.

I therefore have no immediate plans for legislation but I will review my position in the event 
that the need for legislative change becoming evident.

Question No. 484 withdrawn.

20/11/2012WRU01350Courts Service Issues

20/11/2012WRU01400485. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason he has 



Questions - Written Answers

520

failed to reply to South Dublin County motion querying the Courts Service’s failure to collect 
£239,000 in outstanding fines for litter offences over the past seven years; the measures he now 
intends to take to recoup this revenue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51520/12]

20/11/2012WRU01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am making enquiries in rela-
tion to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputy again when the informa-
tion sought is to hand.

20/11/2012WRU01550Road Traffic Offences

20/11/2012WRU01600486. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of occasions on which Gardaí who were prosecuting road traffic offences failed to turn up in 
court; if the loss of revenue or fines due to the State has been calculated; the steps being taken 
to minimise this problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51537/12]

20/11/2012WRU01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Courts 
Service that court statistics are not compiled in such a way as to provide the information sought 
by the Deputy.  I have, however, sought a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the 
matters raised and will respond to the Deputy as soon as the report is available.

20/11/2012WRU01750Citizenship Applications

20/11/2012WRU01800487. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is within his 
discretion to grant citizenship on the grounds outlined in an email forwarded to him on the 23 
October, 2012 on behalf of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51571/12]

20/11/2012WRU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with Section 16 
of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, the Minister may, in his absolute 
discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain circumstances i.e. where an 
applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations. It is open to the person concerned to make 
an application for naturalisation and all relevant information will be taken into account in con-
sideration of the application. 

20/11/2012WRU01950Defence Forces Recruitment

20/11/2012WRU02000488. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the cost of the external agencies 
involved in the recent recruitment campaign to the Defence Forces; if he will provide the name 
of the company; the fee structure involved; the total cost incurred in this process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51221/12]

20/11/2012WRU02100489. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the reason the recruitment cam-
paign to the Defence Forces was not conducted internally within the Defence Forces or within 
the Public Service; the reason it was necessary to outsource part of this process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51222/12]

20/11/2012WRU02200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 488 and 
489 together. 

The Military Authorities have advised that the 2012 General Service Recruitment campaign 
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along with the Army and Naval Service Cadetship Competitions were carried out by Permanent 
Defence Force personnel with assistance provided by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) 
in the staging of the Psychometric Testing element of these competitions.  Normally there is 
no payment accruing to PAS, however, due to exceptional circumstances there was a charge of 
€14,021 in 2012.  The cost of hiring the venue for Psychometric Testing was €8,000.  No outside 
recruitment agency was utilised by the Defence Forces for any element of these competitions. 

The services of CAE PARC Aviation, a specialist aviation recruitment company, are used to 
assist in the selection of Air Corps Cadets.  This company carries out specialist psychometric 
and psychomotor testing.  The expertise in this particular area of testing is not available in the 
Defence Forces or in PAS.  The cost involved in availing of PARC services was €52,000 in 
2012.

In 2012, an additional €106,310 was expended on advertising for the General Service Re-
cruitment Competition, Cadetship Competitions, Air Corp Apprentice Competition and Naval 
Service Engine Room Artificer Competition.

20/11/2012WRU02250Defence Forces Reserve Review

20/11/2012WRU02300490. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence when he will publish his value 
for money review in relation to the Reserve Defence Forces and if he will commitment to ensur-
ing the long term sustainability of same.  [51261/12]

20/11/2012WRU02400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Value for Money Review of the Re-
serve Defence Force was completed and submitted to myself and the Secretary General of 
my Department last month.  In advance of its publication, and in line with the guidelines and 
normal procedure for Value for Money Reviews, the development of responses to the recom-
mendations has been ongoing and is nearing completion.  Until such time as these deliberations 
are finalised, I cannot comment on any aspect of future plans for the organisation. However, I 
anticipate that the VFM report will be published in the very near future.

20/11/2012WRU02450Irish Red Cross Funding

20/11/2012WRU02500491. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the expected total amount of 
the grant in aid to the Irish Red Cross in 2013; if there will be a cut on this year’s amount or if it 
will be at the same level as last year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51364/12]

20/11/2012WRU02600492. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the total amount of the grant 
in aid to the Irish Red Cross in 2012; if he has received a report from the Irish Red Cross on the 
way this grant was utilised; if he will outline the way this grant was utilised; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51365/12]

20/11/2012WRU02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 491 and 
492 together. 

The total grant-in-aid paid by my Department to the Irish Red Cross Society for 2012 
amounts to €869,000.  This consists of a grant of €739,000 towards the salary and administra-
tion costs of running the headquarters of the Irish Society and the Government’s annual contri-
bution of €130,000 to the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

A report on how the grant will be utilised in 2012 was provided by the Society earlier this 
year and a further report will be provided early next year showing the 2012 outturns. I am satis-
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fied that the grant will be properly accounted for and is being used for the purposes for which 
it is granted.  

With regard to the total amount of grant-in-aid to be paid next year, the position is that this 
matter is being considered at present as part of the Estimates process in my Department.

20/11/2012WRU02750Defence Forces Retirement Scheme

20/11/2012WRU02800493. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding the pro-
posal to provide an early retirement scheme for border troops and FCA members; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51382/12]

20/11/2012WRU02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform is currently considering the introduction of a targeted Voluntary Redundancy Scheme 
in parts of the Public Service, primarily to address the issue of staff surpluses, where such staff 
cannot be redeployed within the system. I am not aware of any proposal for the introduction of 
a separate early retirement scheme or that consideration is being given to same. Given the fact 
that the Defence Forces are currently below strength and that recruitment is ongoing, there are 
no plans to introduce a voluntary redundancy or an early retirement scheme for the Defence 
Forces at this time.

20/11/2012WRU02950Defence Forces Remuneration

20/11/2012WRU03000494. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Defence if he will examine the rate 
of pension being paid to a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the way this rate of 
pension after 32 years service compares to a person retiring after 21 years service; if they would 
have had a better pension payment if they had retired after 21 years service; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51539/12]

20/11/2012WRU03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person referred to would not have re-
ceived a higher pension if he had retired after 21 years service. The basic position is that an 
‘additional increment’ is paid over and above the 21-year pension for each additional year of 
service above 21 years to a maximum of 31 years.  However, this additional element ceases to 
be payable when an individual reaches social welfare State Pension age.   

The detailed position is as follows:  Under the pre-April 2004 Defence Forces Pension 
Schemes, the minimum service required for an immediate pension and lump sum in the case of 
NCOs and Privates is 21 years, regardless of age.  Maximum benefits accrue after 31 years.  The 
21-year pension consists of the following elements:

(a) a basic flat-rate pension that varies according to rank (€12,913.19 p.a. for a Corporal as 
in the specific case of the person referred to); plus

(b) an addition in respect of military service allowance (MSA) equal to 40% of the MSA rate 
where discharged since August 1990 (equal to €2,536.16 p.a. in this case); and

(c) if applicable, fixed % additions to (a) in respect of certain other qualifying payments 
(e.g. 3% extra for Technician Pay in his specific case). 

All of the above elements are payable for the person’s lifetime.  However, an ‘additional in-
crement’ is also payable at a flat rate for each year of service in excess of 21 years up to a maxi-
mum of 31 years. This increment is increased, where appropriate, by the top-up at (c).  Where 
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maximum pensionable service is 31 or more years, as applies in this instance, the MSA top-up 
is 50% of the rate of MSA (rather than 40%).  In this specific case, his additional increment 
(inclusive of the top-up at (c)) amounted to €4,804.84 p.a.  However, this ceases to be payable 
when the pensioner reaches the qualifying age of 66 under the Social Welfare code for a State 
Pension Contributory, or if they become entitled to a State Pension (Transition) at the earlier 
age of 65.  At the same time, the 50% MSA top-up reverts to the 40% rate.

I am advised that these arrangements are in accordance with the long established principle 
of integrating occupational pensions with Social Insurance benefits of employees who are in 
full PRSI class.  This includes NCOs and Privates, who are fully insured for the range of bene-
fits under the Social Welfare Acts such as the State Pension.  ‘Integration’ means that a person’s 
entitlement to Social Insurance benefits such as the State Pension is taken into account when 
calculating the rate of occupational pension payable.  In effect, integration results in a reduced 
rate of occupational pension than would otherwise be the case.  In the public service generally, 
the practical effect of integration is that the maximum occupational pension is 50% of pension-
able pay less the maximum personal rate of State Pension (Contributory) applicable at retire-
ment date.  The State Pension etc. is regarded as part of the overall pension package payable to 
the individual.  The occupational pension integrated (combined) with the State Pension makes 
up the ‘total pension’ for full PRSI contributors in the public service. The integration principle 
applies right across the public service and, indeed, in many areas of the private sector as well 
as in other countries.

When the person in question retired on 1 February 2007 (at age 60) from the Defence Forces 
he had accrued the maximum pensionable service of 31 years and, on that basis, qualified for 
a significantly higher pension than if he had left after 21 years service.  From that date up until 
the eve of his 65th birthday (31 January 2012), his military pension included the additional 
increment for 31 years’ service and the corresponding MSA top-up, on that date giving a pen-
sion rate of €20,719.08 a year.  On turning 65 (1 February 2012), he qualified for the State 
Pension (Transition).  In accordance with the arrangements mentioned, the additional elements 
in respect of his service for 22 – 31 years ceased to be payable from that date.  Since then, his 
revised military pension rate has been €15,606.55 a year, a reduction of €5,112.53.  These are 
the gross rates in his case after application of the ‘Public Service Pension Reduction’ introduced 
under emergency legislation in 2011 (the actual amount of which itself has been reduced in this 
person’s case by virtue of his lower military pension rate).

The maximum personal rate of State Pension is currently €230.30 a week (if under age 80).  
This is considerably greater than the actual reduction of €97.98 a week in this person’s case 
under the pre-April 2004 Defence Forces’ pension arrangements on his qualification for the 
State Pension at age 65.  Indeed, his current combined weekly pension of €529.39 (i.e. Defence 
Forces pension of €299.09 plus State Pension of €230.30) represents a one-third increase on 
what he was getting alone from his military pension before turning 65.

The method of integration for these military pensioners is considerably less severe than in 
other areas of the public service.  This is because elsewhere generally, the integration mecha-
nism begins from the time an occupational pension comes into payment and, as I have already 
indicated, it effectively caps at 50% of pensionable pay the combined value of the occupational 
pension plus State pension.  In contrast, for retired pre-April 2004 enlisted personnel such as 
the person referred to, integration as outlined above does not actually apply at all until the social 
welfare State Pension becomes payable at age 65 / 66.  This could be some (or many) years after 
the person concerned had retired on pension from the Defence Forces.  Even then, at age 65/66, 
the Defence Forces pension plus State Pension actually exceeds the public service maximum 
of 50% of pensionable pay.  In effect, these military pensioners have what amounts to a partial, 
and more favourable, form of integration.
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The general issue of integration of occupational pensions in the public service was examined 
by the Commission on Public Service Pensions.   Its final report, published in November 2000, 
was considered and broadly accepted by Government.  The Commission accepted that integra-
tion is a fundamental component in the public service pension framework and was strongly of 
the view that it should be continued. It did not make any recommendations that would affect 
the current integration arrangements applicable to retired NCOs and Privates covered by the 
pre-April 2004 Defence Forces pensions schemes.

20/11/2012WRU03150Íocaíochtaí Deontas

20/11/2012WRU03200495. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
fáth a ndúradh le feilmeoir (sonraí tugtha) nach n-íocfaí é go dtí an bhliain seo chugainn faoin 
scéim disadvantage area agus single farm payment; cén fáth nach ndearnadh cigireacht ar a 
fheilm níos túisce i mbliana; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [50858/12]

20/11/2012WRU03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine  (Deputy Simon Coveney): Is iarratasóir 
é an duine ainmnithe faoi Scéim na hAoníocaíochta agus Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhunt-
áiste.  Bhí an t-iarratas lena mbaineann ar cheann de roinnt iarratas a roghnaíodh lena iniúchadh 
chun ceanglais AE a chomhlíonadh.  A luaithe is a bheidh an t-iniúchadh agus na próisis lena 
mbaineann tugtha chun críche, déanfar an t-iarratas a chríochnú.

20/11/2012WRU03350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRU03400496. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when disadvantaged area payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50887/12]

20/11/2012WRU03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRU03550Live Exports

20/11/2012WRU03600497. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 277, 278 and 279 of 8 November 2012, if he will be more spe-
cific regarding when the age limit will increase to 30 months in Libya and when boats approved 
for live cattle exports will be available. [50921/12]

20/11/2012WRU03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the end 
of September last the Libyan authorities agreed to a revised health certificate for cattle exports, 
including a 30-month age limit and clarification on the IBR vaccination issue.  They requested 
original authenticated copies of the revised certificate to be sent to them for corresponding au-
thentication on their side. The certificates were sent immediately thereafter on the 28 Septem-
ber.  We are awaiting an official response to this communication.

No boats from Ireland are currently approved for such export but I am hopeful that a ship 
will be approved around year-end to enable sailings to commence in the New Year. I have asked 
my Department to ensure that approval of vessels is carried out as expediently as possible. 
I would add that there are other routes to Libya than direct sailings which involve overland 
through France and shipping across the Mediterranean.
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20/11/2012WRU03750Turbary Rights

20/11/2012WRU03800498. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will supply the second schedule of the Q3 (details supplied) to clarify the turbary rights attached 
to the Q3 lease. [50932/12]

20/11/2012WRU03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Q3 agree-
ments are sale agreements between the former Irish Land Commission and the persons named 
thereon and are not viewed as title documents. These types of Q3 agreements are in respect of 
turbary rights only over defined plots as outlined in the 1st Schedule of the agreements.

In this case the sale agreement was signed in 1942 by the person named in the details sup-
plied and described as deceased. The 2nd   Schedule on this sale agreement which usually sets 
out the holding on which the turf is to be used is blank except for the entry of a Collection num-
ber. This number appears to refer to the former Mountcharles/Conyngham Estate and is cross 
referenced to a List of Vested Holdings published in Iris Oifigiúil on 19 May 1931.

Copies of the Q3 agreements are only available to the persons named thereon. I understand 
that there is a dispute as to use of the turbary plot in this case which is a private law matter 
between the parties concerned.

20/11/2012WRV00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

20/11/2012WRV00200499. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51042/12]

20/11/2012WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named, who is an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, applied under the 
derogation arrangements which relate to the 2011 stocking density.  This application has been 
successful.  However, payment has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding of the person 
named has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012. Im-
mediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will 
be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

20/11/2012WRV00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRV00400500. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of the agri-environment option scheme will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51050/12]

20/11/2012WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 September 2010 and full payment totalling €1,304.70 issued in respect of 2010.  Under 
the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a compre-
hensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification Sys-
tem, must be completed before any payment can issue. These checks have been successfully 
completed in respect of 2011 and full payment totalling €4,217.98 has issued to the person 
named in January 2012.   Payments in respect of 2012 will commence shortly. In the event that 
any issues arise on the application of the person named, officials in my Department will be in 
direct contact with the person named.
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20/11/2012WRV00575Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste

20/11/2012WRV00600501. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a íocfar an t-airgead faoi scéim na limistéar faoi mhíbhuntáiste disadvantage area scheme 
do 2012 le feirmeoir (sonraí tugtha); agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [51073/12]

20/11/2012WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Tugadh 
próiseáil an iarratais lena mbaineann chun críche le déanaí agus faoi Scéim na Limistéar faoi 
Mhíbhuntáiste eiseofar íocaíocht go luath chuig an gcuntas bainc ainmnithe.

20/11/2012WRV00750Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste

20/11/2012WRV00800502. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a íocfar an t-airgead faoi scéim na limistéar faoi mhíbhuntáiste disadvantage area scheme 
do 2012 le feirmeoir (sonraí tugtha); agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [51074/12]

20/11/2012WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas iar-
ratas faoi Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste ón duine ainmnithe an 14 Bealtaine 2012.  
Níl aon íocaíocht eisithe fós, áfach, mar nach gcomhlíonann gabháltas an té ainmnithe íos-
cheanglais dlús-stoic na Scéime do 1012.  A luaithe is a dheimhneofar go bhfuil an gabháltas ag 
comhlíonadh na gceanglas seo cuirfear an cás chun cinn le súil is íocaíocht a dhéanamh chomh 
luath agus is féidir ina dhiaidh sin.

20/11/2012WRV00950Equine Industry Issues

20/11/2012WRV01000503. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine with 
reference to Irish Horse Register registration charges and in view of increases in the size of the 
national horse population and shifting market trends in certain categories of the Irish equine 
industry, if he will consider the creation of a temporary horse registration waiver scheme for 
factory horses that would be obtainable only at the factory gate; his views on whether such a 
scheme would deliver animal welfare and market benefits; if he will comparatively discuss the 
current market value of the Irish factory horses and prices that pertained when current Irish 
Horse Register registration charges were established; his views on whether factory horses reg-
istration fees are currently prohibitive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51078/12]

20/11/2012WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The rele-
vant legislation on identification of horses are Commission Regulation No. 504 of 2008 of 6 
June 2008 on the identification of equidae and S.I. No. 357 of 2011 - European Communities 
(Equine) Regulations 2011. This legislation requires that equine animals be identified with a 
passport and a microchip within a precise timeframe. If an equine animal has not been identified 
within six months of the date of its birth, or by the 31st  of December in the year of its birth, 
whichever date occurs later, then the equine animal cannot be admitted to the food chain. There 
is no legal mechanism that would allow the creation of a temporary horse registration waiver 
scheme for factory horses that would be obtainable only at the factory gate.  

The fees charged by the Passport Issuing Organisations for registration of foals have re-
mained the same for a long number of years. The registration fee for an equine that is ineligible 
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for a studbook is in the order of €35.  There is an additional cost of a veterinary fee in the reg-
istration process.  It is understood that good quality horses suitable for the food chain make in 
the region of €300 to €500.

Horses that are not eligible to enter the food chain may be euthanized by a registered Veteri-
nary Surgeon or by a person licensed to slaughter equines.  The carcass should then be disposed 
of through an approved knackery.  The Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council (FAWAC) rec-
ommend that, in situations where an owner can no longer adequately provide for an animal 
or where the equine can no longer fulfil the purpose for which it was bred, owners should be 
proactive in seeking to dispose of the animals before their welfare is compromised, including 
the option of humane disposal.   Such action will help prevent the emergence of long-term and 
severe animal welfare problems. 

20/11/2012WRV01150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2012WRV01200504. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of cattle that were presented for test at the annual herd test in 2011 of the top 100 earn-
ers under the single farm payment; the number of sheep that were declared in their annual sheep 
census for 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51097/12]

20/11/2012WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Farmers un-
der the Single Payment Scheme are engaged in a range of farming activity, including cattle and 
sheep farming. In relation to the top 100 beneficiaries under the 2011 Single Payment Scheme, 
the position regarding the numbers of cattle presented for herd test and the numbers of sheep 
declared on the annual Sheep Census by these beneficiaries is as follows: Cattle: 40,694; Sheep: 
6,320.

20/11/2012WRV01350Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

20/11/2012WRV01400505. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
policy in encouraging new entrants into farming who take over a herd number or flock number 
which had entitlements in 2011; if such new entrants who take over directly from a retiring 
person will also inherit the entitlements under the new scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51098/12]

20/11/2012WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Proposals for 
the CAP reform post 2013 were published by the European Commission in October 2011 and 
negotiations are ongoing. Unfortunately, it is still too early to predict what the finer detail of 
any agreement will be. However, there is provision in the published regulation for dealing with 
inheritance of entitlements in cases such as that outlined by the Deputy. The conditions pertain-
ing to such inheritance will be laid down in Commission implementing regulations. 

I can assure the Deputy that since the start of these negotiations I have been to the forefront 
at EU level in supporting the cause of young farmers and new entrants and I will continue to do 
so throughout the negotiations. In this context, the Commission proposals contain a provision 
for making top-up payment to young farmers (under 40 years) and I fully support this proposal.  
I will also continue to consult with farming organisations and stakeholders as the negotiations 
progress. 



Questions - Written Answers

528

20/11/2012WRV01550Single Payment Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRV01600506. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of hectares a company (details supplied) declared on their single farm payment in 2011. 
[51099/12]

20/11/2012WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is no 
record of an application under the 2011 Single Payment Scheme having been lodged by the 
named company.

20/11/2012WRV01750Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRV01800507. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51104/12]

20/11/2012WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Payment Scheme /Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on the 14th  May 2012.  In order to comply with EU requirements, the applica-
tion was one of a number which was selected for inspection and therefore payment could not be 
made pending the outcome of this process.

Arising from the findings of this inspection, it has been necessary to adjust the payment in 
accordance with the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme. The applicant is being advised of this 
outcome and the reasons for it. The applicant is also being advised of the right to seek a review 
and also of the right to appeal the outcome of any such review, in due course, to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office.  The application is now being processed with a view to issuing pay-
ment under the Single Payment Scheme shortly on this basis.

20/11/2012WRV01950Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRV02000508. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 single farm payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51107/12]

20/11/2012WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area Schemes.

In order to meet EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  As soon as the inspection and related processes are completed, the 
application concerned will be progressed.

20/11/2012WRV02150Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRV02200509. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
persons (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 single farm payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51108/12]

20/11/2012WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme was received in my Department from the person 
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named on 12 June 2012.  As the closing date for receipt of applications under this Scheme was 
15 May 2012, no payment was made on this application.  However, my Department now under-
stands that the applicant intends seeking a review of this late penalty on grounds of Force Ma-
jeure/Exceptional Circumstances and will furnish relevant supporting documentary evidence.  
On receipt, this will be examined in accordance with relevant criteria.

20/11/2012WRV02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRV02400510. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51109/12]

20/11/2012WRV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing of 
the application concerned has recently been completed and payment under the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRV02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRV02600511. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when persons (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51110/12]

20/11/2012WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 19 
April 2012.  However, payment has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding of the person 
named has not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012. Im-
mediately the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will 
be further processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

European Fisheries Fund

20/11/2012WRV02800512. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 850 of 6 November, in relation to the interim 
evaluation report, if this report will be made available to the Irish industry; if it will be made 
available to the Irish industry through BIM’s website or some other channel; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51111/12]

20/11/2012WRV02900513. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 850 of 6 November 2012, in relation to the Sea-
food Development Operational Programme 2007 – 2013 that was approved by the European 
Commission in 2009, is it the case the Ireland was the last EU country of the 27 EU members to 
submit their OP and Ireland’s OP was the last OP in the EU to be approved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51112/12]

20/11/2012WRV03000514. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 850 of 6 November 2012, if the Seafood Develop-
ment Operational Programme 2007 - 2013 omitted any financial aid to the aquaculture sector; 
if there was a lack of funding from 2007 due to a lack of OP and this has now only be rectified 
with the submission of a new OP in March 2012 with just one year left in the funding period 
2007 - 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51113/12]



Questions - Written Answers

530

20/11/2012WRV03100515. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 850 of 6 November 2012, if the process for 
submitting an OP to the European Commission for the 2014 – 2020 period has commenced; if 
the revised OP submitted to the commission in March 2012 has been approved by the Commis-
sion; if the revised OP will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51114/12]

20/11/2012WRV03200516. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine further to Parliamentary Question No. 850 of 6 November 2012, if the €42 million of 
EU funding that was made available through the EFF for the period 2007 – 2013 includes any 
amount carried over from the previous FIFG 2000 – 2006; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51115/12]

20/11/2012WRV03300517. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the current state of play in relation to the EFF funding of €42 million; the amount of 
the €42 million funding that has been allocated to-date and a breakdown by year and industry 
sector fishing, processing and aquaculture which received the funding excluding any funding 
that was allocated to BIM or their sub organisation Aquaculture Initiative; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51116/12]

20/11/2012WRV03400519. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the amount of funds remaining for the period 2007-2013 in the EEF fund; the way 
these funds will be allocated to private sector projects; if he will provide a breakdown by in-
dustry sector, fishing processing and aquaculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51118/12]

20/11/2012WRV03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 512 to 517, inclusive, and 519 together.

As I advised the Deputy in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 850 of 6 Novem-
ber 2012, support was provided to aquaculture through the Irish Seafood National Programme 
2007-2012, a complementary programme to the OP, funded solely by the Exchequer.  That 
National Programme also funded a range of other schemes not included in the OP.  The modest 
level of EFF co-funding available to Ireland for the period 2007-2013, €42 million over 7 years, 
meant that all investment needs for the sector could not be included in the OP. A decision was 
taken by the previous Government to allocate the available co-funding to certain programmes 
and to fund others from the Exchequer.

In their Interim Evaluation Report conducted in 2011, Fitzpatrick Associates noted the 
changed economic circumstances facing Ireland since the OP was originally drafted and the 
impacts this was likely to have on availability of Exchequer funding for measures included 
within the National Programme.  Fitzpatrick Associates also noted that the measures included 
in the OP were not likely to be sufficient to draw down the full €42 million allocation from the 
EFF.  They recommended the amendment of the OP to include most of the measures previously 
included in the National Programme, to ensure availability of supports to these important areas 
of the seafood sector and to ensure full draw down of EFF funds.  The recommendations were 
accepted and a revised OP was submitted to the European Commission in March 2012.  That 
revised OP must be adopted by Commission Decision and that is awaited.  The revised OP will 
be published on my Department’s website immediately after its adoption.  However, it is im-
portant to note that the measures included in the revised OP took effect immediately following 
its submission to the Commission.

The Interim Evaluation Report is available on my Department’s website at the following 
link:
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http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/fisheries/seafoodpolicydevelopment/seafooddevelopmentini-
reland2007-2013/  

I have no information available to me on the timing of submission to, or approval by, the 
European Commission of other Member State’s Operational Programmes.  The process of de-
veloping a new OP for the period 2014 to 2020 will commence shortly.  The EU Regulation 
on the new European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) is still under negotiation as part 
of the CFP reforms.  That Regulation will specify the areas of the seafood sector that may be 
supported in the next programming period and will specify the criteria that will determine how 
much of the EMFF fund will be available to Ireland.  These two issues will be central in shap-
ing the new OP.  Consultation with stakeholders will form an important part of the process for 
preparing the new OP.

EU rules do not permit the carrying over of allocations from one programming period to the 
next, so strictly speaking no funds were carried over from the previous FIFG fund.  However, 
depending on the level of drawdown of funds under the programme, the rules do allow for eli-
gible expenditure after the programming period.  This is referred to as N+2.  This was the case 
with the transition period between the FIFG and the EFF, where expenditure under the FIFG 
continued for a certain period after 2006.  This may also be the case with the transition period 
between the EFF and the EMFF.

The 2011 Annual Implementation Report for the Seafood Development Operational Pro-
gramme 2007-2013 shows that approximately €28 million of the €42 million EFF allocation 
had been committed up to the end of 2011.  As processing and aquaculture did not become part 
of the OP until 2012, this spend can be attributed to the catching sector.  The majority of this 
spend was accounted for by the 2008 Decommissioning Scheme.  Up to 2011, BIM was the im-
plementing agency for all elements of the OP, so all funds spent were disbursed through BIM.

Approximately €14 million of EFF funds remains to be committed over the period from 
2012 onwards.  That period may extend up to 2015, if the N+2 rule is invoked.  The table below 
indicates the breakdown of allocations by EFF priority axis.  These priority axes are specified 
in the EFF Regulation (1198/2006).  It is important to note that the Exchequer must provide 
matching funding, generally at the same level as the EFF contribution.  Beneficiaries must 
also provide private funding.  The level of private funding required varies from one scheme to 
another.  Priority Axis 1 includes decommissioning and fleet safety, axis 2 includes marketing, 
processing and aquaculture, axis 3 includes marine environmental measures, axis 4 includes 
coastal area development and axis 5 covers technical assistance (implementation costs).  The 
precise allocations by scheme will depend on a number of factors, including demand.

EFFPriority EFFCommitted To 
2011

EFF RevisedAlloca-
tion2007-2013

EFF Allocation Re-
maining2012 �

€m €m €m
Priority axis 1 27.3 29.9 2.6
Priority axis 2 6.2 6.2
Priority axis 3 0.5 5.0 4.5
Priority axis 4 0.8 0.8
Priority axis 5 0.3 0.3
Total 27.8 42.2 14.4

20/11/2012WRV03550Fishing Industry Development

20/11/2012WRV03600518. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine if he will provide a breakdown by industry sector fishing, processing and aquaculture by 
year of funding allocated to BIM or its sub-organisation, Aquaculture Initiative, for the period 
2007-2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51117/12]

20/11/2012WRV03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Monies re-
ceived by BIM that are intended for specific sectors of the Irish seafood industry are paid out by 
that body as grants.  The Aquaculture Initiative was incorporated in 1998 as a European Eco-
nomic Interest Group supported by the Special Programme for Peace and Reconciliation and 
dedicated to provision of support services to the aquaculture industry.  The table below shows 
grant totals paid out by BIM during the period 2007 to October 2012.

  Capital Grants Paid by BIM, from 2007 to October 2012 

- Sector - (€) Sector - (€) Sector - (€)
Year FISHERIES PROCESSIONG AQUACULTURE
2007 16,136,1731 5,829,025 728,916
2008 37,728,5001,2 1,965,896 1,382,991
2009 20,138,2501,2 2,975,611 842,523
2010 1,877,6141,2 1,078,714 649,066
2011 1,122,431 1,853,985 549,964
2012 96,000 3,125 77,000

Capital Grants Paid by BIM, from 2007 to October 2012 
1   Figure includes support grants paid to commercial wild salmon fishermen. 
2   Figure includes grants paid in relation to the decommissioning of fishing vessels.

Question No. 519 answered with Question No. 512.

20/11/2012WRW00200Fish Farming

20/11/2012WRW00300520. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if his attention has been drawn to the innovative fin fish farming projects that are inland 
away from the coast; and the action he and BIM are taking to support these projects.  [51119/12]

20/11/2012WRW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware 
of a number of innovative, inland fin-fish farming projects, including the farming of European 
Perch and Arctic Charr in a number of locations in Counties Sligo, Cavan, Galway Roscommon 
and Tipperary. My Department and BIM are working very closely with the promoters of these 
projects. I understand that some are open and trading, while others are currently seeking further 
inward investment to reopen and restock. BIM advise me that the market prospects for these 
species are very good and the customer reaction and prices achieved thus far have been positive. 

BIM has a dedicated project officer in place supplying these companies with technical sup-
port. Assistance has been provided by BIM as these companies have developed.  I would hope 
that those units currently out of production can be brought back on line as soon as possible so 
as to take advantage of the excellent market opportunity for their products.
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20/11/2012WRW00500Agriculture Schemes Payments

20/11/2012WRW00600521. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an application for single farm and area aid grants in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal and when payment will issue. [51130/12]

20/11/2012WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Single Payment Scheme and 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application 
has recently been finalised, payments will shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRW00800Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRW00900522. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an application for area aid grants in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal and when payment will issue. [51131/12]

20/11/2012WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRW01100Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRW01200523. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an application for disadvantaged area scheme in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal and when payment will issue. [51132/12]

20/11/2012WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the Single Payment and Disadvantaged Area Schemes.

In order to meet EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a number which 
was selected for inspection.  As soon as the inspection and related processes are completed, the 
application concerned will be progressed.

20/11/2012WRW01400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRW01500524. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an application for disadvantaged area scheme in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal and when payment will issue. [51133/12]

20/11/2012WRW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank account.
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20/11/2012WRW01700Ash Dieback Threat

20/11/2012WRW01800525. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he is taking to prevent the spread of chalara fraxinea, the fungus that causes ash die-
back; the systems in place to measure the effectiveness of the preventative steps; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51135/12]

20/11/2012WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): On the 26th  
October 2012, I introduced legislation to prohibit the importation into Ireland of plant material 
from ash dieback infected areas.  The measures make it an offence to import ash plants and 
seed from any country known to have the disease.  As the island of Ireland has harmonised 
plant health status under the EU Plant Health Directive, these legal measures were introduced 
in conjunction with similar measures taken by the Northern Ireland. 

While plants are a higher risk pathway, scientific advice is that the movement of ash timber 
is also a possible pathway of infection.  Legislation on the movement of ash wood was intro-
duced on the 6th  November 2012 and will limit the movement of ash wood into the island of 
Ireland.  

The Department has been surveying for Chalara since 2008 and will continue to do so. In 
fact these surveys are being intensified as the Department are in the process of carrying out an 
extensive survey of forests with a specific focus on sites planted with imported ash.  Specific 
training for the winter symptoms of ash dieback has been provided to District Forestry Inspec-
tors and horticultural staff.  Department Inspectors are also surveying for this disease in garden 
centres, nurseries and landscape plantings.  Our website provides details of the disease and 
contact phone numbers and an email address for anyone who believes they may have ash with 
the disease.   My Department and Teagasc have prepared a poster on the disease which we in-
tend circulating to every Teagasc, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Coillte and 
NPWS office in the country as well as other relevant private sector offices. The aim will be to 
inform people of the symptoms of the disease and so promote  a policy of early detection.

Minister McEntee held a number of meetings with Coillte, representatives of the Forestry 
Sector, the IFA and the hurly makers.

20/11/2012WRW02000Ash Dieback Threat

20/11/2012WRW02100526. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
discussions he has held with Coillte in relation to the prevention of the spread of chalara frax-
inea, the fungus that causes ash dieback; if additional resources have been given to Coillte in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51136/12]

20/11/2012WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Minister 
of State with responsibility for forestry, Shane McEntee, has had a number of meetings with 
Coillte and the other representatives of the forest industry in relation to this disease.  While this 
Department has overall responsibility for forestry including the protection of the forest estate 
from harmful insects and diseases, Coillte as a commercial semi-state company has a role to 
play within its own estate in terms of preventing and managing disease outbreaks. The company 
has indicated its willingness to assist in preventing the spread of this disease and has offered to 
increase its ash output to provide alternative sources of material to the hurley making industry.
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20/11/2012WRW02300Agrifood Sector Issues

20/11/2012WRW02400527. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans he has to develop a single brand for our agri-food sector globally to market Ireland as a 
food island; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51194/12]

20/11/2012WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Brand 
Ireland recommendation in the Food Harvest 2020 strategy reflected an endorsement by the 
agri-food industry of the previous “Pathways for Growth”   assessment by Harvard Business 
School working with Bord Bia. The approach was to develop an umbrella brand, or enhanced 
reputation, with verifiable sustainability at its core, which is credible, distinctive and embraces 
all aspects of Irish food and drink. 

Work on this has progressed and the Irish agri-food industry has made significant commit-
ments to development and expansion around the principles of sustainability and scale. The goal 
is to grow in a way that is reflective of our enduring strengths as food producers and as agile 
players in a competitive marketplace. With this explicit commitment to sustainability, Ireland 
can build a reputation as a world leader in high-quality food production and be recognised as 
such by international retailers and foodservice providers who, virtually without exception, see 
sustainability as a key driver of their growth in the years ahead.

In June this year An Taoiseach launched Origin Green - the Bord Bia-led Sustainability 
Programme to industry. He went on to launch it on the international stage last month at SIAL 
Paris – the world’s largest food fair. 

At the heart of Origin Green is a Sustainability Charter – demonstrating the commitment of 
the Irish food and drink manufacturers to engage directly and robustly with the challenges of 
sustainability by reducing energy inputs, minimizing their overall carbon footprint and lessen-
ing their impact on the environment. 

To date 130 leading Irish food and drink companies representing 55% of Irish food and 
drink exports have registered their interest in Origin Green and the ambition is to have 75% of 
its exports accredited to Origin Green by 2014.  These individual companies will set targets un-
der headings of waste, water and biodiversity and will be able to highlight their improvements 
as part of an independently verified programme.

The ultimate intention is the creation of a significant point of differentiation for the Irish 
food and drink industry around the area of sustainability. 

The Deputy will be aware that under EU rules public funds may not be used to advertise on 
the basis of origin.  Further information is available on Origin Green at www.origingreen.ie.

20/11/2012WRW02600Alternative Energy Projects

20/11/2012WRW02700528. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for anaerobic digestion as a means of producing electricity and providing an added in-
come option for farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51195/12]

20/11/2012WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 2007, my 
Department approved grant-aid for development of ten on-farm anaerobic digesters under the 
National Development Plan.  To date, only one of these has been drawn down and it is likely 
that a maximum of four or five others will come to fruition.  Provision was made in my De-
partment’s Estimates in 2012 to provide for one of these projects, but it has not as yet reached 



Questions - Written Answers

536

completion.  Applicants, on request, are being provided with extensions until end-2013 to com-
plete the investment works needed in order to draw down the grant-aid available.

The Deputy may be aware that the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources, Pat Rabbitte, T.D., has announced his intention to publish a National Bioenergy Strat-
egy in the coming months.  This strategy will examine all aspects of the bioenergy sector so as 
to inform the actions required to maximise its contribution to achieving the 2020 targets under 
the Renewable Energy Directive.  My Department is working closely with Minister Rabbitte’s 
Department in assessing the potential of bioenergy from the agriculture and forestry sectors to 
contribute to the 2020 targets.  Any decisions in relation to future developments in the bioen-
ergy sector will be taken in the context of this exercise.

Officials from my Department have also been in contact with a number of individuals who 
have proposals for anaerobic digestion facilities, and will engage with them on the how these 
proposals might be progressed.

20/11/2012WRW02900Rural Environment Protection Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRW03000529. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a REP scheme 4 payment will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51219/12]

20/11/2012WRW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is currently examining issues in relation to the eligibility of some the land declared by the 
person named for scheme payments. The claim has been the subject of a REPS 4 inspection in 
2012. It is hoped to complete this examination as soon as possible with a view to determining 
how to proceed in relation to the application for payment under REPS 4.

20/11/2012WRW03200Rural Environment Protection Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRW03300530. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite all REP scheme payments due; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51220/12]

20/11/2012WRW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): REPS 4 is a 
measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to EU Regulations 
which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be completed before any 
payments can issue.  This process is nearing completion for 2012 REPS 4 applications and I 
expect that payments will commence shortly.

20/11/2012WRW03500Farm Inspections

20/11/2012WRW03600531. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a breakdown of the number of farm inspections carried out in County Kerry 
between June 2009 to June 2010, June 2010 to June 2011 and June 2011 to June 2012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51242/12]

20/11/2012WRW03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, in the context of delivering the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas’ Scheme 
and other area related schemes, is required to carry out annual inspections covering land eligi-
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bility and cross compliance to ensure compliance with EU regulatory requirements.

Eligibility checks must be carried out on 5% of applicants, to verify that the actual area 
claimed in the application form corresponds to the area farmed and to ensure that any ineligible 
land/features are deducted. Up to two-thirds of these inspections are carried out in the first in-
stance without a farm visit, as the information is verified using the technique of remote sensing 
via satellite.

The rate of inspection for cross compliance is 1% of applicants to whom the Statutory Man-
agement Requirements (SMRs) and Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) 
applies. However 3% of farmers must be inspected under the bovine identification and registra-
tion requirements, while 3% of sheep/goat owners must be inspected covering 5% of the flock.   

In 2010, in an effort to minimise duplication of farm inspections between the two Depart-
ments, my Department agreed to carry out some 1,600 nitrates inspections under the Good Ag-
ricultural Practice (GAP) regulations on behalf of the Department of Environment, Community 
and Local Government (DECLG). This arrangement was retained for both 2011 and 2012. 

My Department is committed to ensuring the maximum level of integration of inspections 
and will continue to review inspection programmes in all areas with the aim of increasing inte-
gration, where this is a feasible option.

Set out in tabular form is the overall number of farm inspections, including remote sens-
ing inspections, carried out in Co Kerry under the main areas based schemes, [i.e. Single Pay-
ment Scheme (SPS) and Disadvantaged Areas Scheme (DAS), Rural Environment Protection 
Scheme (REPS) and Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS)] and also those undertaken on 
behalf of DECLG, broken down for the periods requested:

- 1st June 2009 to 31st 
May 2010

1st June 2010 to 31st 
May 2011

1st June 2011 to 31st 
May 2012

Number of Farm 
Inspections

1,240 1,141 968

20/11/2012WRW03800Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste

20/11/2012WRW03900532. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a íocfar deontas faoi scéim na limistéar faoi mhíbhuntáiste, disadvantage area scheme, 
2012 le feilmeoir (sonraí tugtha) ós rud é gur cuireadh an t-eolas a bhí iarrtha ag a Roinn ar 
an bhfeilmeoir ar aghaidh chuig an Roinn mí ó shin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[51253/12]

20/11/2012WRW04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Nuair a bhío-
thas ag próiseáil iarratas an té atá ainmnithe faoi Scéim na hAoníocaíochta 2012 / Scéim na 
Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 2012 tugadh ar aird gur déanadh ró-éileamh maidir le dhá ghab-
háltas talún a tugadh.  Scríobhadh chuig an té atá ainmnithe le soiléiriú a fháil air seo.  Ní féidir 
an cás seo a chur chun cinn nó go mbeidh freagra faighte.

20/11/2012WRW04100Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRW04200533. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Waterford has only received 20 per cent of their 
single farm payment this year and received no single farm payment last year. [51254/12]
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20/11/2012WRW04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2011 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 3rd  May 
2011. In order to comply with EU requirements, the application was one of a number which was 
selected for inspection. This inspection resulted in a finding of an over-declaration in area of 
greater than 20%, which, under the terms and conditions of the scheme, resulted is no payment 
issuing for 2011. The applicant was notified of this outcome and the reason for it.  A request for 
review was received and is currently being examined. The applicant will be notified as soon as 
possible of the outcome of this review, which can be appealed to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office within 3 months of the date of the review.

An application under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme was received on 12th May 2012 and 
a 50% advance payment issued on 16th October 2012. This advance payment took account of 
the fact that the applicant had transferred entitlements and also reflected the recovery of a pen-
alty under the Rural Environment Protection Scheme, notified to the applicant on 10th  October 
2012.

20/11/2012WRW04400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRW04500534. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has not received any disadvantaged area 
scheme payment this year. [51255/12]

20/11/2012WRW04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number, their derogation applications having been unsuccessful, who have 
now appealed my Department’s decision to the recently constituted, independently chaired, 
DAS Appeals Committee. Immediately that Committee has adjudicated on the appeal, the per-
son named will be advised of the Committee’s decision, in writing.

20/11/2012WRW04700Farm Inspections

20/11/2012WRW04800535. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
with regard to the farm inspections carried out for the years June 2009 to June 2010, June 2010 
to June 2011 and June 2011 to June 2012, the result of these farm inspections; the number 
of farmers that had cuts imposed upon them, either by area aid or other actions taken by his 
Department following on from these farm inspections; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51277/12]

20/11/2012WRW04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As it is not 
possible to compile the full information requested in the available timescale, I am arranging for 
it to be provided directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/11/2012WRW05000Commonage Division

20/11/2012WRW05100536. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when letters will issue to farmers informing them of the amount of stock they will be entitled to 
keep on commonages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51279/12]

20/11/2012WRW05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
monage Framework Plans, first published in 2002, have been reviewed to take account of the 
current vegetative condition of commonages nationally. This review which will replace the 
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Commonage Framework Plans has been carried out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
in co-operation with my Department. The review was carried out on a commonage LPIS parcel 
basis and sets a minimum and maximum number of ewe equivalents (EE) required to graze 
the commonage parcel to ensure that it is maintained in Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Conditions (GAEC). I am currently considering an implementation plan to take account of the 
changed stocking levels.   

My Department is trying to reconcile the reality of commonages with the EU requirements 
of GAEC. I will work with the farmers, farm organisations and others to design a practical solu-
tion.

20/11/2012WRW05300Commonage Framework Plans

20/11/2012WRW05400537. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to changes in the rules regarding commonages, his views on whether there needs to be 
flexibility in the way the rules are policed (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51282/12]

20/11/2012WRW05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
monage Framework Plans, first published in 2002, have been reviewed to take account of the 
current vegetative condition of commonages nationally. This review which will replace the 
Commonage Framework Plans has been carried out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
in co-operation with my Department. The review was carried out on a commonage LPIS parcel 
basis and sets a minimum and maximum number of ewe equivalents (EE) required to graze 
the commonage parcel to ensure that it is maintained in Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Conditions (GAEC). I am currently considering an implementation plan to take account of the 
changed stocking levels.   

My Department is trying to reconcile the reality of commonages with the EU requirements 
of GAEC. I will work with the farmers, farm organisations and others to design a practical solu-
tion.

20/11/2012WRW05600Commonage Framework Plans

20/11/2012WRW05700538. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on whether proposals to introduce a new management system for the 7,000 com-
monages throughout the country, is a threat to an individual farmer who complies with what he 
agreed regarding the commonage can be penalised if other farmers on the commonage do not, 
with regard to stocking density; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51289/12]

20/11/2012WRW05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
monage Framework Plans, first published in 2002, have been reviewed to take account of the 
current vegetative condition of commonages nationally. This review which will replace the 
Commonage Framework Plans has been carried out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
in co-operation with my Department. The review was carried out on a commonage LPIS parcel 
basis and sets a minimum and maximum number of ewe equivalents (EE) required to graze 
the commonage parcel to ensure that it is maintained in Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Conditions (GAEC). I am currently considering an implementation plan to take account of the 
changed stocking levels.   

My Department is trying to reconcile the reality of commonages with the EU requirements 
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of GAEC. I will work with the farmers, farm organisations and others to design a practical solu-
tion.

20/11/2012WRW05900Commonage Framework Plans

20/11/2012WRW06000539. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to his proposals for the management of the 7,000 commonages across Ireland that seems 
to rely on all farmers using the commonage to agree on the number of ewes each will put on the 
commonage to ensure that the overall commonage minimums and maximums are maintained, 
the outcome when farmers cannot agree on the figures to be put on the mountain; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51290/12]

20/11/2012WRW06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
monage Framework Plans, first published in 2002, have been reviewed to take account of the 
current vegetative condition of commonages nationally. This review which will replace the 
Commonage Framework Plans has been carried out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
in co-operation with my Department. The review was carried out on a commonage LPIS parcel 
basis and sets a minimum and maximum number of ewe equivalents (EE) required to graze 
the commonage parcel to ensure that it is maintained in Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Conditions (GAEC). I am currently considering an implementation plan to take account of the 
changed stocking levels.   

My Department is trying to reconcile the reality of commonages with the EU requirements 
of GAEC. I will work with the farmers, farm organisations and others to design a practical solu-
tion.

20/11/2012WRW06200Commonage Framework Plans

20/11/2012WRW06300540. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will reject out of hand the policy document on the future management of commonage land here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51292/12]

20/11/2012WRW06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
monage Framework Plans, first published in 2002, have been reviewed to take account of the 
current vegetative condition of commonages nationally. This review which will replace the 
Commonage Framework Plans has been carried out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
in co-operation with my Department. The review was carried out on a commonage LPIS parcel 
basis and sets a minimum and maximum number of ewe equivalents (EE) required to graze 
the commonage parcel to ensure that it is maintained in Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Conditions (GAEC). I am currently considering an implementation plan to take account of the 
changed stocking levels.   

My Department is trying to reconcile the reality of commonages with the EU requirements 
of GAEC. I will work with the farmers, farm organisations and others to design a practical solu-
tion.

20/11/2012WRX00200Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX00300541. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if there are funds within his Department to make single farm payments; if he will confirm 
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that he has had hundreds of calls to the disadvantaged payments section of his Department re-
garding the delay in payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51380/12]

20/11/2012WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The two most 
significant Schemes operated by my Department, in terms of overall expenditure and the sup-
port offered to farmers, are the Single Payment Scheme and the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, 
which between them, will account for €1.45 billion in payments in 2012.

Mindful of the ongoing difficulties facing farmers, not least the prolonged period of very 
bad weather which severely restricted farming activity for a substantial part of the year, ear-
lier this year I successfully sought the agreement of the EU Commissioner to making a 50% 
advance payment of the Single Payment, as and from 16 October – I am pleased to say that, to 
date, over €600 million has been paid to over 118,000 farmers, these payments being made fully 
six weeks that otherwise proved for in the governing EU Regulations. The balancing payments 
will issue in the first week of December.

Insofar as the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme is concerned, despite having to implement 
changes to the Terms and Conditions of the 2012 Scheme, in order to achieve budgetary sav-
ings, there was no resultant delay in the commencement of payments, which began issuing, 
on target, on 26 September. I can report that, to date, payments worth some €191 million have 
already issued to 85,972 beneficiaries.

I should add that, in the expectation of many farmers wishing to enquire as to the status of 
their applications and specifically as to when payments would issue, I established a dedicated 
call centre, from within existing staff resources, to deal with such enquiries. I can confirm that 
over the past eight weeks a large volume of calls were processed through the call centre. This 
approach allowed the maximum number of telephone enquiries to be dealt with, while simul-
taneously allowing payment processing to continue unabated. I can confirm that it is my inten-
tion that every effort continues to be made to maximise payments under both Schemes before 
year-end.

20/11/2012WRX00500Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX00600542. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment for disadvantaged area 2012 will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51388/12]

20/11/2012WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Processing of 
the application concerned has recently been completed and payments under the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRX00800Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX00900543. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment for REP scheme and organic will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51393/12]

20/11/2012WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first 4 years of their 
contract.  The person named also submitted an application to join the Organic Farming Scheme 
(OFS) in May 2012.
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Both REPS 4 and the Organic Farming Scheme are measures under the current 2007-13 Ru-
ral Development Programme and are subject to EU Regulations which require detailed admin-
istrative checks on all applications to be completed before any payments can issue. The process 
is under way for both 2012 REPS 4 and 2012 OFS applications and I expect that payments will 
commence shortly.  In the event that any issues arise on the applications of the person named, 
officials in my Department will be in direct contact with the person named.

20/11/2012WRX01100Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

20/11/2012WRX01200544. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if farmers that had successful appeals on their application for derogation on medical grounds 
will qualify for next years disadvantaged area scheme if there circumstances remain the same. 
[51398/12]

20/11/2012WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that the Deputy is correct in his understanding. Those who have successfully sought derogation 
from the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density under the 2011 Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme of at least 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare, will be eligible under the 
2013 Scheme, subject otherwise to the Terms and Conditions of that Scheme.

20/11/2012WRX01400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX01500545. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area pay-
ment and their single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51399/12]

20/11/2012WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been completed, pay-
ment will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

However, as the person named does not hold any Single Payment entitlements, no payment 
is due under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme.

20/11/2012WRX01700Single Payment Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRX01800546. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment for single farm and forestry will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51416/12]

20/11/2012WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named has submitted Single Payment applications since 2010 including a parcel of land, which 
was planted in Forestry in 2010. In order to receive payment on afforested land under the Single 
Payment Scheme, the land under forestry must meet the requirements of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 73/2009 and all of the criteria set out in the Single Payment Terms and Conditions 
in relation to eligibility. One of these conditions is that the land meets all the requirements of 
the Afforestation Grant and Premium Schemes, FEPS or the Native Woodland Establishment 
Scheme.

When the application for payment under the FEPS Scheme was received, it was noted that 
the folio documents submitted in support of the application included turbary rights in favour of 
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the Land Commission.  My Department has been in touch with the person named seeking an 
indemnity from him, which should indemnify my Department from any future claims regarding 
these rights.  As soon as this document is received, the processing of the application from the 
person named can be finalised.

20/11/2012WRX02000Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX02100547. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a disadvantaged area payment will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51435/12]

20/11/2012WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
the submission of additional equine passports, the application of the person named has now 
been fully processed; payment will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRX02300Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

20/11/2012WRX02400548. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry. [51442/12]

20/11/2012WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number, their derogation applications having been unsuccessful, who have 
now appealed my Department’s decision to the independently chaired, DAS Appeals Com-
mittee. Immediately that Committee has adjudicated on the appeal, the person named will be 
advised of the Committee’s decision, in writing.

20/11/2012WRX02600Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2012WRX02700549. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51473/12]

20/11/2012WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named, who is an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, applied under the 
derogation arrangements which relate to the 2011 stocking density.  This application has been 
successful.

However, payment has not yet issued as, at this stage, the holding of the person named has 
not yet satisfied the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements for 2012. Immediately 
the holding concerned is confirmed as having met these requirements, the case will be further 
processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

20/11/2012WRX02900Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2012WRX03000550. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that it was impossible to spray rushes this year, and it was also impossible 
to cut them because the ground was too wet, if farmers are being told the ground is ineligible if 
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there are rushes on it; if farmers in County Kerry have been notified that their ground is being 
deem ineligible because of the presence of rushes; if so, the number of farmers that have been 
told; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51476/12]

20/11/2012WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): To be eligible 
under the Single Payment Scheme, an applicant must ensure that all agricultural land claimed 
is maintained in good agricultural and environmental condition (‘GAEC’).

Farmers can keep grassland in GAEC by conducting an agricultural activity on it such as 
grazing, harvesting forage crops, or by topping. Grasslands continue to be eligible where it is 
evident that the stocking rate on the land is sufficient and, for example, keeps rushes under con-
trol and avoids their proliferation.  In such situations, the reality is there may not be a necessity 
to cut rushes. However, where a farmer cuts rushes as part of management practice, with the 
exception of certain designated lands, there are no restrictions on when this is done, enabling 
the task to be carried out at any time throughout the year once conditions are suitable.

Where land is deemed ineligible, this, in the main, is a result of the inclusion of ineligible ar-
eas/features and is not being used for an agricultural purpose. In cases where land, with rushes, 
is rejected, it will be seen that this is due to the broader issue of insufficient agricultural activity 
being undertaken on it to keep it in GAEC.  My Department therefore does not maintain records 
specifically on the presence of rushes since the issue has to be seen in the broader context.

In terms of the conduct of inspections, my Department makes appropriate allowances for 
the effect of prevailing weather conditions in individual cases.

20/11/2012WRX03200Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX03300551. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of the disadvantaged area scheme will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51481/12]

20/11/2012WRX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRX03500Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX03600552. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when farm payments will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway 
who had an inspection in August and who has received no farm payments to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51482/12]

20/11/2012WRX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Payment Scheme /Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on the 10th May 2012.

In order to comply with EU requirements, the application was one of a number which was 
selected for inspection. The inspection and related processes have been completed and pay-
ments under the Single Payment Scheme and Disadvantaged Areas Scheme will shortly issue 
to the nominated bank account.
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20/11/2012WRX03800Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX03900553. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an agri environment option scheme payment for 2011 and 2012 in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Sligo. [51488/12]

20/11/2012WRX04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. The person named was selected 
for a ground inspection which took place on 1st May 2012. During this inspection, areas of 
non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the Spe-
cies Rich Grassland option which will result in a penalty being imposed. A letter issued to the 
person named outlining the nature of the penalty and the appeal options. To date, no appeal has 
been received by officials in my Department. Accordingly the application will be processed for 
payment on the basis of the inspection findings as soon as possible.

20/11/2012WRX04100Forestry Sector

20/11/2012WRX04200554. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a scientific expert group concluded last week 
that Chalara fraxinia spreads either from spores on the leaves travelling on the wind, occurring 
during summer time or through infected stock; his plans to cease the cutting of hedgerows to 
prevent the spreading of the pathogen and reduce the risk of spreading it to Northern Ireland, 
England and Europe  [51570/12]

20/11/2012WRX04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can assure 
the Deputy that my Department is fully aware of the latest scientific information available on 
Chalara fraxinea.  Prevention of the spread of Chalara is my primary concern and early de-
tection plays a key role in achieving this objective. While my Department has been surveying 
for Chalara since 2008 these surveys are set to intensify as officials Department commence an 
extensive examination of forests focusing on sites planted with imported ash.  Specific training 
for the winter symptoms of ash dieback has been provided to District Forestry Inspectors and 
horticultural staff. Department Inspectors are also surveying for the disease in garden centres, 
nurseries and landscape plantings.

Our website provides details of the disease and contact phone numbers and an email address 
for anyone who believes they may have ash with the disease. My Department and Teagasc have 
prepared a poster on the disease and we will be circulating these to every Teagasc, Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Coillte and NPWS office in the country as well as other 
relevant private sector offices. The aim will be to inform people of the symptoms of the disease 
and so as promote early detection.

In terms of preventing further infections originating from outside of Ireland, I introduced 
legislation on the 26th October 2012, to prohibit the importation into Ireland of plant material 
from ash dieback infected areas.  The measures make it an offence to import ash plants and 
seed from any country known to have the disease.  As the island of Ireland has harmonised 
plant health status under the EU Plant Health Directive, these legal measures were introduced 
in conjunction with similar measures taken by the Northern Ireland.  Great Britain also brought 
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in similar measures.

While plants are a higher risk pathway, scientific advice is that the movement of ash timber 
is also a possible pathway of infection.  Legislation on the movement of ash wood was intro-
duced, again in conjunction with Northern Ireland, on the 6th November 2012 and will limit the 
movement of ash wood into the island of Ireland as a precautionary measure.

20/11/2012WRX04400Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

20/11/2012WRX04500555. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to extend the deadline for applications to the agri environment options scheme to the end 
of the year due to the uncertainty surrounding the commonage plans and the need for farmers 
to have ample time to get plans prepared to join the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51572/12]

20/11/2012WRX04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Agri-en-
vironment Options Scheme (AEOS 111) which I re-opened recently will operate largely on the 
same basis as in previous years and the same measures and rates of payment will be available. 
In certain cases, applicants must submit a Sustainable Management Plan prepared by a planner 
in accordance with the scheme specifications, details of which are on the Department’s website 
and are available to applicants and planners.

The closing date for applications of 30 November was fixed with a view to allowing ap-
plicants adequate time to prepare and submit applications under the scheme and, following the 
processing of those applications, to allow for the entry of new participants as soon as possible.

I have no plans at present to extend the 30th November 2012 deadline for the receipt of 
AEOS 111 applications.  My objective remains to inform successful applicants of their com-
mencement date in the scheme at the earliest possible date. Any extension to the deadline for 
the submission of applications could result in a delay in the issuing of approvals and a later 
commencement date.

20/11/2012WRX04700Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

20/11/2012WRX04800556. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to concern among farmers farming in non-designated areas who 
intend to apply for agri environment option scheme 3 that they will not be accepted into the 
scheme if sufficient applications are received from farmers in environmentally designated areas 
and that they will therefore be out of pocket for the cost of preparing the plan to join AEOS with 
no return and that this is inhibiting farmers from applying for the scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51573/12]

20/11/2012WRX04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have de-
cided that the re-opened Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS) will operate largely on the 
same basis as in previous years and that the same measures and rates of payment will be avail-
able. Details of the scheme are available on the Department’s website. I expect that the funding 
which I have provided will facilitate the approval of some 6,000 farmers into the scheme.

The priorities for selecting applications for AEOS 3 are set out in the Scheme Terms and 
Conditions. Privately Owned Natura land where applicants have a minimum of 0.5 hectares of 
utilisable agricultural area of either Special Protection Areas or Special Areas of Conservation 
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are ranked first in order of priority. In the event that the number of applicants in this category 
exceeds the funding available priority will be given to those with the largest utilisable agricul-
tural Natura area. Priority is then given to Commonage Natura land where applicants have a 
minimum of 0.5 hectares of utilisable agricultural commonage area. Similarly, in the event that 
the number of applicants in this category exceeds the funding available priority will be given to 
those with the largest utilisable agricultural commonage Natura area.

It is mandatory for all these farmers to engage the services of a planner in the preparation of 
their applications. However farmers with no or less than 0.5 hectares of designated or common-
age land do not have to engage the services of a planner and are free to complete and submit the 
application form without incurring the cost of a planner.

20/11/2012WRX05000Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/11/2012WRX05100557. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide an update on the outstanding disadvantaged area payment in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51578/12]

20/11/2012WRX05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application has recently been finalised, payment 
will shortly issue directly to the nominated bank account.

20/11/2012WRX05300Domestic Violence Incidence

20/11/2012WRX05400558. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the reason abused men who deal with an organisation (details supplied) are forced to deal 
with women when the women’s refuge does not even let men near their building; her views 
on whether men with trust issues with women should have to endure this; her further views on 
whether the stigma attached to reporting is bad enough without this situation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [50960/12]

20/11/2012WRX05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has brought this matter to the attention of the HSE, which has an established relationship with 
the organisation in question, and asked that it provide the Deputy with the information request-
ed as soon as possible.

20/11/2012WRX05600Early Child Care Education Issues

20/11/2012WRX05700559. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the rationale 
for introducing a minimum limit of eight children participating in the early childhood care and 
education scheme in order for a school to provide this scheme; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [51121/12]

20/11/2012WRX05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme was introduced in January 2010 and provides 
a free pre-school year to all eligible children in the year before commencing primary school.  
Approximately 65,700 children are availing of the ECCE programme in the current school year 
and €175.8 million has been provided to cover the cost of the programme.

Since the introduction of the programme, services have been expected to have a minimum 
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enrolment of at least 8 eligible children to participate in the programme.  This number is con-
sidered the minimum appropriate number for the fostering of pro-social behaviour and cogni-
tive development.  It is important that the pre-school classroom should provide stimulating, 
motivating activities that promote student involvement, where individual choices are encour-
aged and where there is  an opportunity for children to engage with a diverse range of friends.

However, to allow for the flexible implementation of the programme a number of excep-
tions to this minimum requirement may be considered.  For example, a service which is an 
appropriate setting for the pre-school year and has an enrolment of at least 8 children of whom 
at least 3 qualify for the programme and the remainder will qualify in the following year, can 
apply for entry to the programme.  Smaller services which have an enrolment of not fewer than 
5 children in their pre-school year can also apply for entry.  In addition, in order to ensure that 
no child is denied the opportunity of availing of the free pre-school year, certain rural services 
not meeting the minimum requirement may participate where parents in the area would have no 
other convenient option.

20/11/2012WRX05900Child Care Services Provision

20/11/2012WRX06000560. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if it is her 
intention to introduce an age ceiling of 15 years for existing disabled children receiving subven-
tion for all day childcare services; if so, the reason for same, in view of the fact that children 
are ineligible to apply for the disability allowance until 16 years of age; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [51122/12]

20/11/2012WRX06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme is implemented by my Department and provides sup-
port to community childcare services to enable them to provide childcare at reduced rates to 
low income families and to families where one or both parents is in receipt of a social welfare 
payment.

The CCS programme provides support to all qualifying parents including those parents 
whose children have special needs. The upper age limit for all children availing of the subven-
tion support under this programme is 15 years and this upper age threshold has been in exis-
tence since the CCS programme was introduced in 2010.

Issues relating to disability allowance or other income supports for children with disabilities 
is a matter for the Department of Social Protection.

20/11/2012WRX06200Legislative Programme

20/11/2012WRX06300561. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
necessary legislation will be published for the establishment of the child and family support 
agency; if it is still her intention that this agency will be functioning from 1 January 2013 and 
will it be necessary for the appropriate legislation to be enacted before the agency can be set 
up. [51228/12]

20/11/2012WRX06400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government 
has approved the Heads of the Child and Family Support Agency Bill and has also agreed to 
the priority drafting of this Bill. The necessary legislative and organisational preparations are 
being prioritised so that the Agency can be established early in 2013. Drafting of the Child and 
Family Support Agency Bill is under way, in line with the policy decisions of Government. This 
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legislation will be published and debated by the Oireachtas at the earliest opportunity. A precise 
target date will be set when consideration of the legislation is advanced.

While the legislative process is under way all necessary organisational preparations are con-
tinuing in parallel so that there is no delay in the establishment of the Agency as soon as this has 
been authorised by the Oireachtas. These processes are been overseen by a interdepartmental/
cross agency group chaired by the Secretary General and involving representatives of the De-
partments of Health and Public Expenditure and Reform, the HSE and the incoming manage-
ment team of the new Agency.

I am firmly committed to the transformation of Ireland’s child protection and welfare ser-
vices, and confident that the establishment of the Agency will bring a dedicated focus to child 
protection, family support and other key children’s services for the first time in the history of the 
State. The new Agency and the wider transformation of children’s services represents the larg-
est, and most ambitious, areas of public sector of reform embarked upon by this Government.

20/11/2012WRY00150Adoption Records Provision

20/11/2012WRY00200562. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there 
is any legislative requirement for prospective adoptive parents to use the services of ARC Adop-
tion Services for any or all aspects of processing adoption of children from Bulgaria; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51466/12]

20/11/2012WRY00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 66(2) of 
the Adoption Act, 2010 allows for the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI) to delegate certain 
functions in relation to making arrangements for adoptions to the Health Service Executive or 
such accredited bodies as the Authority may specify.  

In the notice of 21 December 2011 published on the AAI website, the Authority noted that 
on 3 May 2011, pursuant to Article 22 of the Hague Convention, the Authority had delegated its 
functions under Articles 15, 16 and 17 (save for a decision on an Article 17 placement approval 
notice being issued, which is a reserved function of the Adoption Authority of Ireland) to ARC 
Adoption Ltd,. with regard to adoptions from Bulgaria. Accordingly, the documents in relation 
to these Articles must be sent/received via ARC Adoption Ltd.

20/11/2012WRY00350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRY00400563. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that two schools for special needs students (details supplied) in County Mayo have 
been without a speech and language therapist since the 2012/2013 school year commenced in 
August; if he will acknowledge that this situation is not acceptable for the students, parents and 
staff affected; if he will immediately sanction the appointment of a substitute speech and lan-
guage therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51400/12]

20/11/2012WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.
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20/11/2012WRY00550Dental Services Provision

20/11/2012WRY00600564. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to false advertising by unregistered, unregulated operators providing dentures directly to 
consumers; the efforts he will make to ensure an end to this; the role of the National Consumer 
Agency in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51609/12]

20/11/2012WRY00700649. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of cases the 
Dental Council has brought to the attention of the Gardaí relating to breaches of Section 51 of 
the Dentists Act, 1985, due to unregistered, unregulated operators providing dentures directly 
to consumers; the number of subsequent prosecutions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [51608/12]

20/11/2012WRY00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 564 and 649 together.

The Dental Council can bring a prosecution for a breach of Section 51 of the Dentists Act 
1985 which prohibits the practice of dentistry by  unregistered persons. The Council must prove 
that the individuals were either practising dentistry or holding themselves out as being will-
ing to practice. The Council does not have powers to deal with the advertising issue generally 
and  identification of the individual concerned is difficult if the advertisement does not name 
the person. There is currently one prosecution pending in respect of an unregistered operator 
providing dentures directly to consumers and other matters.  The Dental Council does not have 
information to hand on any previous prosecutions. I will provide the information to the Deputy 
once I have confirmation from the Council of any previous records. 

Insofar as the issue of false advertising is concerned, I understand from my colleague the 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation that the Consumer Protection Act 2007 prohibits 
traders from engaging in misleading commercial practices, including in relation to the pro-
vision of false information regarding particular matters which would be likely to cause the 
average consumer to make a transactional decision that she or he would not otherwise make. 
Consumers who are concerned that traders may be engaged in misleading commercial practices 
may wish to bring their concerns to the attention of the National Consumer Agency who have 
responsibility for enforcing the provisions of the Consumer Protection Act 2007.

20/11/2012WRY00850Local Drugs Task Forces Review Report

20/11/2012WRY00900565. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when the report on the review 
of Drugs Task Forces will be published and implemented.  [51685/12]

20/11/2012WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Deputy will 
be aware that in late 2011, a review of the future direction and role of Drugs Task Forces and 
the national structures that underpin the general drugs area was initiated.  The relevant funding 
Departments and Agencies, the Community and Voluntary Sectors and the Drugs Task Forces 
were consulted as part of the review.  A report on the review is being finalised and will be made 
available when deliberations are complete. 

20/11/2012WRY01050Narcolepsy Issues

20/11/2012WRY01100566. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
sufferers of unique narcolepsy disorder regarding a package of supports; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [51817/12]

20/11/2012WRY01200568. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when he will approve a package 
of measures to support young persons with narcolepsy who had been vaccinated against swine 
flu with pandemrix; if he will engage with the representative of an organisation (details sup-
plied) in advance of the approval of any package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[50836/12]

20/11/2012WRY01300574. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will pub-
lish the package of supports from the National Narcolepsy Steering Committee Study, to assist 
sufferers, that was due to have been published in July; the reason for the delay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [50931/12]

20/11/2012WRY01400600. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the supports available to chil-
dren who have contracted narcolepsy as a result of the Pandemrix vaccine for swine flu; the 
measures that will be undertaken in this regard; when the Memorandum for Government setting 
out the full response to this issue will be brought before Dáil Eireann; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51196/12]

20/11/2012WRY01500604. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with chil-
dren who are affected by narcolepsy as represented by the group called SOUND; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51233/12]

20/11/2012WRY01600630. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if he will make a commitment to 
provide supports for children who contracted narcolepsy associated with the Pandemrix vac-
cine after they turned 18 years, particularly those who are in continuing education. [51484/12]

20/11/2012WRY01700636. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when he intends to honour a 
commitment which he gave to an organisation (details supplied) to introduce a package of 
supports for children suffering from narcolepsy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51510/12]

20/11/2012WRY01800647. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health when he proposes to put a 
paper to the Government on foot of the recommendations of the final report of the National 
Narcolepsy Study Steering Committee which concluded that the increased incidence of narco-
lepsy in children and adolescents in Ireland since 2009 came as a result of the a side affect of 
the Pandemrix vaccine administered for the H1N1 virus; when a package of supports will be 
put in place for those families affected; the supports that will be available; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51576/12]

20/11/2012WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 566, 568, 
574, 600, 604, 630, 636 and 647 together.

My priority is to ensure that the children/adolescents affected are provided with services and 
supports to meet their health needs. Meetings have been held by myself and my Department 
with representatives from SOUND on a number of occasions.   Department is working closely 
with the Health Service Executive (HSE) and the Department of Education and Skills to address 
the needs of those affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination. 

The HSE provides a range of services and supports to those affected including access to 
rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, temporary medical cards and reimbursement of ex-
penses incurred. Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for the appropriate individualised 
health and educational supports to be put in place have commenced. The National Educational 
Psychological Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools 
and parents of children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children 
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and adolescents affected. 

The Department of Education and Skills has also held a number of meetings with SOUND 
to outline the range of educational supports which may be provided for children with narco-
lepsy, subject to an assessment of their needs. These supports can include special arrangements 
at state exams, access to Special Needs Assistant support, additional learning assistance in 
schools, information for schools regarding this condition, and home tuition support for children 
who have missed a significant time in school due to illness. 

A meeting was recently held between  SOUND and representatives from the Higher Edu-
cation Authority National  Access Office and the Department of Education Higher Education 
Unit, in relation  to assistance which may be  made for young adults with narcolepsy in Third 
Level education. Students with  Narcolepsy may access the  Disability Access  Route to Educa-
tion (DARE) scheme, which offers  enhanced access routes to third level education for pupils 
with disabilities.  Support can also be provided to pupils in colleges through the Disability  
Officers at third level colleges.  The Association for Higher Education Access and  Disability 
(AHEAD) group, which works to promote full access to and  participation in further and higher 
education for students with disabilities and  to enhance their employment prospects on gradua-
tion, will also provide  assistance to SOUND in relation to these matters.  

The Department is considering all other possible supports which may need to be put in place 
for those affected.  Any such supports require my approval and the consent of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform.  A further meeting with representatives from SOUND will be 
arranged when the matter has been successfully concluded. 

20/11/2012WRY01950Water Fluoridation

20/11/2012WRY02000567. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health regarding the fluorida-
tion of the water supply, the frequency with which the fluoridated water is tested for overdos-
ing and or underdosing; the number of times the water has been found to be over the limit; the 
number of times the water was found to be under the limit; if it is hydrofluorosilicic acid that 
is used to fluoridate the water supply; the amount in total used per year during the process of 
fluoridation; the sources for the hydrofluorosilicic acid used; if he will provide the environmen-
tal impact studies, health studies and safety studies that have taken place since fluoridation was 
introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50835/12]

20/11/2012WRY02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under The Fluo-
ridation of Water Supplies Regulations 2007, water services authorities are required to arrange 
for the testing, on a daily basis, of the fluoride content of water to which fluoride has been 
added. The water services authorities have regard to the Code of Practice on the Fluoridation 
of Drinking Water 2007 published by the Expert Body on Fluorides and Health to ensure effec-
tive and efficient implementation of the technical aspects of the fluoridation of drinking water. 
The water services authorities also measure the quantity of hydrofluosilicic acid used plus the 
quantity of water treated in order to calculate the concentration of hydrofluosilicic acid in the 
water.  The HSE undertakes monthly sampling of tap water and can access the daily records of 
the water services authorities if an issue arises regarding fluoridation levels.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) collects and analyses the monitoring results 
carried out by water services authorities on drinking water supplies. The most recent EPA re-
port on ‘The Provision and Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland’ (2010) includes information 
on water supplies where fluoride parametric values are exceeded. Of the 3,398 samples from 
public water supplies which were analysed, 74 were above the Irish statutory requirements of 
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0.8mg/litre. All but one of these elevated levels was below the EU standard of 1.5mg/litre. The 
EPA is not required to collect data where fluoride parametric values is below the statutory re-
quirement. I have asked the HSE to collate this information and I will forward it to the Deputy 
when it is available.

Hydrofluosilicic acid is used to fluoridate public water supplies. The amount used for 2009, 
2010 and 2011 was over 3.9 million litres each year and up to the end of August 2012  was at 
over 2.6 million litres. Hydrofluosilicic acid is derived from fluorspar and sourced in Spain.  

Water fluoridation is one of the most widely studied public health policy initiatives in the 
world. There have been a number of relevant WHO documents, notably “Fluorides and Human 
Health”, Monograph Series 59 (1970), WHO Geneva; “Fluorides and Oral Health”, Technical 
Report Series No. 846 (1994), WHO Geneva; and “Environmental Health Criteria 227 FLUO-
RIDES”, (2002), WHO Geneva. More recently, the review by the EU Scientific Committee on 
Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER, 2011) considered the environmental impact of water 
fluoridation. 

Oral health studies carried out in Ireland include O’Mullane DM, McCarthy D (1981) “Den-
tal Health Status and Dental Knowledge Attitudes and Behaviour in Irish Adults” (Journal of 
the Irish Dental Association); National Survey of Adult’s Oral Health 1990; National Survey 
of Adult’s Oral Health 2001; North South Survey of Children’s Oral Health 2002; Comber et 
al (2011) “Drinking water fluoridation and osteosarcoma incidence on the island of Ireland”. 

International reviews include “The York Review – A systematic review of public water fluo-
ridation: a commentary” (2002) Treasure et al; The Report of the Forum on Fluoridation (2002); 
“A systematic review of the efficacy and safety of fluoridation” (2007) Australian Government. 
All of these publications are in the public domain.

The balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that water fluoridation, at the opti-
mal level, does not cause any ill effects and continues to be safe and effective in protecting the 
oral health of all age groups. There are no plans to discontinue the policy of fluoridation of pub-
lic water supplies, which continues to make an effective contribution to oral health in Ireland.

  Question No. 568 answered with Question No. 566.

20/11/2012WRY02250Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme Extension

20/11/2012WRY02300569. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the terms of the 
Neary redress scheme as committed to in the Programme for Government; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [50846/12]

20/11/2012WRY02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to seek a mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age 
grounds alone from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme.    

My Department has been engaged in a review to identify the most appropriate mechanism 
to compensate the women concerned. This review has included taking instructions and legal 
advice, including advice from the Office of the Attorney General, with a view to bringing pro-
posals to Government for a decision.  This process is ongoing and will be concluded as quickly 
as possible.
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20/11/2012WRY02450Medical Card Drugs

20/11/2012WRY02500570. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate the drug 
omacor for medical card holders that are prescribed same long term; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [50849/12]

20/11/2012WRY02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The current finan-
cial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) is facing a challenge to deliver services 
in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and continue to protect, as far as 
possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  Unfortunately, it has become necessary for the HSE to 
suspend certain products from its list of reimbursable items.  These include omega-3 triglycer-
ide products.

Omega-3 triglyceride products (e.g. Omacor) have been identified both nationally and in-
ternationally as not being cost effective or being of lesser benefit to patients. However, these 
products are available over the counter without prescriptions.

20/11/2012WRY02650Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRY02700571. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a profile 
bed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [50894/12]

20/11/2012WRY02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRY02850Hospital Staff Issues

20/11/2012WRY02900572. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the reason a promised podia-
try post at Mullingar Hospital, County Westmeath, sanctioned in April 2012, will now not be 
filled; if he will acknowledge the importance of having the post as part of the national foot care 
programme to tackle the increase in diabetes related foot ulcers and amputations; the date on 
which the post will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50920/12]

20/11/2012WRY03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a local service issue, it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRY03050Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2012WRY03100573. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the reason Huntington’s Disease is 
not included among the medical conditions for qualification under the long-term illness scheme 
and if he will consider the addition of same for the purpose of the scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [50924/12]

20/11/2012WRY03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €132 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In addition, people who 
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cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves 
and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment process, the Health 
Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.   
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of general practice consultation.

  Question No. 574 answered with Question No. 566.

20/11/2012WRY03350Hospital Procedures

20/11/2012WRY03400575. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans for the approval, devel-
opment or analysis of APR surgery as an approved treatment for a disease of the spine that 
requires surgery [50933/12]

20/11/2012WRY03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): An abdominoperineal resection (APR) is a 
surgery for rectal cancer or anal cancer.  APRs involve the removal of the anus, the rectum and 
part of the sigmoid colon along with the associated (regional) lymph nodes.  These procedures 
therefore require very specialised surgical and clinical expertise.  

The HSE-National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) is responsible for the implementa-
tion of the National Cancer Control Strategy which aims to achieve better cancer prevention, 
early detection and treatment that maximise survival through a co-ordinated national service, 
based on international evidence and best practice.  For this reason the majority of cancer ser-
vices are provided in 8 designated cancer centres.  

The HSE-NCCP has made substantial progress in reorganising site specific cancers so as to 
improve outcomes and one of its main priorities for 2013 is to continue to transfer rectal cancer 
surgery from 13 centres into the 8 cancer centres.

I have referred the Deputy’s specific question to the HSE, for direct reply, as it requires input 
from the clinical specialists involved in treatment of diseases of the spine.

20/11/2012WRY03550Health Insurance Cover

20/11/2012WRY03600576. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the position regarding medi-
cal card holders that have been hospitalised after a road traffic accident in the Isle of Man in 
relation to hospital charges and fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [50937/12]

20/11/2012WRY03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are no reciprocal healthcare arrange-
ments in place between Ireland and the Isle of Man.  I currently have no plans to introduce such 
arrangements.  Irish people visiting the Isle of Man should always ensure they have travel insur-
ance to cover any medical treatment they may need.

20/11/2012WRY03750Mental Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRY03800577. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the situation 
of a family who are concerned that their child (details supplied) has refused to receive any fur-
ther medical treatment and is rapidly declining in health [50956/12]
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20/11/2012WRY03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Govern-
ment has prioritised the provision of quality patient-centred community based mental health 
services where the need for hospital admission is greatly reduced while still providing in-patient 
care when appropriate.  We are committed to implementing A Vision for Change and providing 
quality care on a voluntary basis.  The circumstances in which persons may be detained and 
the rules regarding treatment in these cases are set out in the Mental Health Act 2001 which is 
currently under review by an Expert Group.  In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a 
service matter the question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRY03950HSE Funding

20/11/2012WRY04000578. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will retain the current 
funding level for a foundation (details supplied) in budget 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [50957/12]

20/11/2012WRY04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Pending com-
pletion of the national estimates, budgetary and service planning process for 2013 it is not pos-
sible to predict the service levels to be provided next year.  In relation to the specific queries 
raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply.

20/11/2012WRY04150Home Help Service Provision

20/11/2012WRY04200579. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans in the forthcom-
ing year regarding home help, home care packages and personal assistant hours with particular 
reference to ensuring that patients can remain in the familiar environment of their home for as 
long as possible and ensuring the best possible care for the patients; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [50988/12]

20/11/2012WRY04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The level of 
funding available for the health sector next year is being considered as part of the Estimates 
process for 2013, which is currently underway. Deliberations by the Government on expendi-
ture allocations for next year will continue up until Budget time, and it would not be appropriate 
for me to comment further at this stage pending the outcome of this process.  Notwithstanding 
the very difficult financial position facing the Exchequer, the Government remains committed 
to the policy of maximising the provision of Home Care supports across relevant care pro-
grammes.

20/11/2012WRY04350Medical Card Eligibility

20/11/2012WRY04400580. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has had their full medical card changed to a doctor only card with no notice or reason.  
[50989/12]

20/11/2012WRY04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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20/11/2012WRY04550Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRY04600581. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the long term care options 
available in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 2; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [50990/12]

20/11/2012WRY04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRY04750Medical Card Reviews

20/11/2012WRY04800582. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a medical card renewal 
will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [50992/12]

20/11/2012WRY04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Universal Health Insurance Provision

20/11/2012WRZ00200583. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health his views on the establishment of 
independent hospital trusts under the universal health insurance system particularly in relation 
to the agreement of funding and staffing levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[50996/12]

20/11/2012WRZ00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health service, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health 
system, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where access is based on need, not on 
income. Under UHI, everyone will have equal access to a comprehensive package of curative 
services.  The key changes required to support the reform programme which will pave the 
way for the introduction of universal health insurance are outlined in the provisions of “Future 
Health:  A Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2012 - 2015” which was pub-
lished by the Minister for Health on 15 November 2012.  Earlier this year I appointed Profes-
sor John Higgins to chair a Strategic Board on the Establishment of Hospital Groups. Work is 
continuing on finalising a Draft Report on the recommendations for submission to the Strategic 
Board. The Report will be submitted to me when the Board have signed off on it and in turn, I 
will then bring it to Cabinet.

Another key building block for UHI is the development of a ‘Money Follows the Patient’ 
funding model to replace the current block grant allocation system.  Under ‘Money follows 
the Patient’, providers will be paid for the needs they address, the quantity and quality of the 
services they provide and the outcomes they deliver. They will be liberated, subject to overall 
budgetary ceilings, to pursue the most cost-effective means of achieving this standard of perfor-
mance.  Once the key building blocks have been put in place, it will be possible to proceed with 
implementation of UHI.  Hospitals will then become independent, not-for-profit trusts with 
managers accountable to their boards. As a precursor to this, it is intended to integrate hospitals 
into groups on a collaborative administrative basis.

The rationale behind the establishment of hospital groups and trusts is to support increased 
operational autonomy and accountability for hospital services in a way that will drive service 



Questions - Written Answers

558

reforms and provide the maximum possible benefit to patients. As part of the drive to ensure 
real accountability, an annual budget and employment ceiling will be developed for each group.  
Groups will also have the authority to deploy and re-deploy staff across hospitals within the 
group; this will help to alleviate problems that have arisen in the past in relation to the equi-
table distribution of health care staff across all hospital sites.  Before Hospital Trusts are finally 
established, the make-up and functioning of the Groups will be reviewed and if changes prove 
necessary then they will be made with Government approval when the hospital trusts are being 
formed.

HSE Savings

20/11/2012WRZ00400584. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
tendering process for payroll services will be offered only to Irish service providers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [50997/12]

20/11/2012WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): One of the key commitments in the Public 
Service Reform Plan is to identify and evaluate new business models and opportunities to sup-
port the delivery of non-core processes and services. External Service Delivery is an area that 
can potentially deliver a range of benefits for the provision of health services. These include 
both cost and efficiency savings stemming from better work and management practices. The 
Health Sector, along with Education, Justice and Local Government Sectors, are required to 
prepare  and implement detailed benefits-driven external service delivery plans. This plan is 
currently being prepared by my Department in conjunction with the HSE.  The option of exter-
nal delivery of the HSE payroll is currently being explored. In the event of a tendering process, 
the process will be in line with EU Public Procurement Directives. 

Hospital Waiting Lists

20/11/2012WRZ00600585. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 who is on a waiting list for Cappagh Hospital. 
[51009/12]

20/11/2012WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists for patients 
awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent and cancer patients are 
treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chronological order (i.e. lon-
gest waiter first).  Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with 
the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as 
this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Medical Card Reviews

20/11/2012WRZ00800586. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when the review of the decision 
not to award a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth will be 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51057/12]

20/11/2012WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Drugs Payment Scheme Administration

20/11/2012WRZ01000587. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if a medical card holder can purchase 
a branded drug over a generic drug and pay the difference in the cost of the branded drug to the 
pharmacy, for example, pay the €2 difference of the cost of the drug to the pharmacy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [51058/12]

20/11/2012WRZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There is no cost to 
medical card holders for prescribed drugs which are on the list of reimbursable items, other than 
the prescription charge of 50 cent per item. The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Bill 2012 provides for the introduction of a system of generic substitution and reference pricing. 
Generic substitution allows pharmacists to substitute a cheaper generic equivalent, at the pa-
tient’s request, when a more expensive product has been prescribed. Reference pricing involves 
setting a common reimbursement amount for selected groups of medicines, which will be done 
by the HSE. Only the reference price is reimbursed by the State. When this Bill is enacted and 
commenced eligible patients will not be required to pay any additional costs for medicines 
priced at or below the reference price. However, if a patient chooses a particular brand that is 
more expensive than the reference price they will have to pay the difference between the brand 
price and the reference price to the pharmacy.  Reference pricing coupled with generic substitu-
tion provides patients with an incentive to opt for the cheapest available product, but does not 
impose any unavoidable additional costs on patients. 

20/11/2012WRZ01150Hospital Bed Statistics

20/11/2012WRZ01200588. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the number of bed days lost through delayed discharges in each hospital to date in 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51059/12]

20/11/2012WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This information is collected and collated by 
the Business Intelligence Unit within the Health Service Executive. Therefore, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

Medical Card Applications

20/11/2012WRZ01400589. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [51064/12]

20/11/2012WRZ01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Card Applications

20/11/2012WRZ01600590. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [51065/12]

20/11/2012WRZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Voluntary Sector Funding

20/11/2012WRZ01800591. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that es-
sential funding will be maintained in respect of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51076/12]

20/11/2012WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Environment, Communi-
ty and Local Government and local authorities have statutory responsibility for the provision of 
homelessness services in Ireland in line with the National Homeless Strategy, ‘The Way Home 
2008-2013’ and  ‘Pathway to Home’ which set out the new configuration of support services to 
be provided in the Dublin region for those at risk of, or currently experiencing homelessness.  
Local authorities identify and address the level of need through a range of community based 
accommodation options and related housing supports, and the HSE and its partner agencies ar-
range health and personal social care supports appropriate to the individual service user’s needs 
within this structure.  The allocation of the HSE’s homeless budget comes within the remit of 
the HSE and is allocated based on identified needs in line with the overall financial constraints 
that the HSE operates within.  In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy, as this is a 
service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Hospital Services

20/11/2012WRZ02000592. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding plans for 
the future delivery of children’s hospital services in the catchment area of the Tallaght Hospital, 
Dublin, following his announcement last week regarding the location of the proposed National 
Children’s Hospital at the St. James’ Hospital site; if he will appreciate that there is now confu-
sion regarding the future of services at Tallaght; and if he will give assurances to the community 
on the matter  [51088/12]

20/11/2012WRZ02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Dolphin report concluded that the exist-
ing plan for the Ambulatory and Urgent Care Centre in Tallaght must be revisited in the light 
of a decision made about the location of the National Children’s Hospital.  It is anticipated that 
most children around the country who require hospital care will receive it closer to their home. 
It is envisaged that there will be an urgent care centre or urgent care centres based on consid-
eration of the geographical distribution of attendances and acuity of the patient. The location 
and number of such centres will be given careful consideration and this will be done urgently to 
reach a decision as soon possible.

Drug Treatment Programmes Funding

20/11/2012WRZ02200593. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health his views on concerns ex-
pressed by community drugs projects in the Tallaght, Dublin 24, area regarding recently an-
nounced cuts by the Health Service Executive, which have the potential to have a seriously 
negative effect on the work of those projects, if he will give assurances to these groups; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51089/12]

20/11/2012WRZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the Deputy is referring to the review and reconfiguration of nursing services in the Addiction 
Services in the HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster region.  I have referred the matter to the HSE for 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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HSE Funding

20/11/2012WRZ02400594. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health recognising the important role 
that assistance dogs can play in the care plan for children with autism and the reluctant decision 
now being made by the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind to no longer accept applications for as-
sistance dogs, the funding available for the training and provision of assistance dogs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51094/12]

20/11/2012WRZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

Home Help Service Provision

20/11/2012WRZ02600595. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home 
help in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [51103/12]

20/11/2012WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
policy is to support older people to live in dignity and independence in their own homes and 
communities for as long as possible. This is achieved through a range of community based 
services such as Home Care, Meals-on-Wheels and Respite or Day Care.  As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Services

20/11/2012WRZ02800596. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of operations, medi-
cal and surgical procedures in public hospitals that were cancelled in 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51106/12]

20/11/2012WRZ02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This information is collected and collated by 
the Business Intelligence Unit within the Health Service Executive. Therefore, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly in this matter.

Mental Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRZ03000597. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he recognises that certain 
services for persons with significant intellectual disabilities provided by voluntary bodies and 
partly funded through the Health Service Executive are essential social services and should not 
and will not be reduced or withdrawn as a consequence of funding reduction by the State; if 
he will direct the HSE to ensure they are fully provided for the delivery of essential services 
(details supplied) and will not be subject to any reduction where it is proven that the service is 
being provided within a cost effective framework; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51123/12]

20/11/2012WRZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Expenditure 
on health services for people with a disability in 2012 will be around €1.4 billion.  In the case 
of disability services, the HSE National Service Plan 2012 provides for a 3.7% reduction in 
budgets but makes it clear that there is scope for achieving efficiencies of 2% or more through 
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measures such as consolidation and rationalisation of back office costs. All providers will be 
expected to achieve some efficiency savings but the level of savings required will vary depend-
ing on the profile of the service provider, efficiency savings achieved to date and the scope for 
further savings.   Some reductions in day services, residential and respite services will be un-
avoidable even with such efficiencies. The aim will be to tailor such reductions to minimise the 
impact on service users and families as much as possible.  Pending completion of the national 
estimates, budgetary and service planning process for 2013 it is not possible to predict the ser-
vice levels to be provided next year.

Hospital Services

20/11/2012WRZ03200598. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1000 of 6 November 2012, if he has considered a penalty scheme for persons who do 
not attend appointments and give no prior notice of non-attendance in view of the high percent-
age that occur. [51160/12]

20/11/2012WRZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I refer the Deputy to my previous reply of 
the 6th November this year. It remains the position that, while acute hospitals currently have in 
place a variety of DNA (did not attend) policies, a standardised approach is now being devel-
oped as part of a national Outpatient Performance Improvement Programme. This Programme, 
developed by the Special Delivery Unit (SDU) will be implemented nationally over the period 
2012 to 2015 to improve the provision of outpatient services. The Programme will address the 
management of DNAs as well as a range of other issues.  If a patient finds they cannot attend 
the appointment they have been  given I would appeal to all such patients to inform the clinic 
concerned as soon as they know they cannot attend.

Medical Card Eligibility

20/11/2012WRZ03400599. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry who was deemed to be within the guidelines for a general practitio-
ner visit card has been refused same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51176/12]

20/11/2012WRZ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 600 answered with Question No. 566.

Hospital Procedures

20/11/2012WRZ03800601. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the average number of post-mor-
tems which are carried out annually in the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, County Of-
faly.  [51204/12]

20/11/2012WRZ03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information sought by the Deputy is not 
readily available in my Department. Therefore, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy in relation to this matter.
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Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRZ04000602. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that funding is 
maintained to a service (details supplied) and that no further cuts are made to this vital service 
which offers care and necessary supports for persons with special needs. [51206/12]

20/11/2012WRZ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Pending com-
pletion of the national estimates, budgetary and service planning process for 2013 it is not pos-
sible to predict the service levels to be provided next year.  In relation to the specific queries 
raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply.

Medical Card Drugs

20/11/2012WRZ04200603. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason medical card hold-
ers can no longer receive the prescription Osteole 1500mg on their medical card; the reasons 
this item was removed from the list; and if an alternative is available to patients in need of this 
medication. [51207/12]

20/11/2012WRZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In the current 
financial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) is facing a challenge to deliver ser-
vices in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and continue to protect, as far 
as possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  Unfortunately, it has become necessary for the HSE 
to suspend certain products from its list of reimbursable items,  including glucosamine.  Glucos-
amine (Osteole) is indicated for the management of symptoms of osteoarthritis.  The National 
Centre for Pharmoeconomics (NCPE) has assessed the cost-effectiveness of glucosamine on 
two occasions and concluded that it did not offer value for money to the HSE. There are no al-
ternative glucosamine products available under the Community Drugs Scheme. However, these 
products are available over the counter without prescriptions.

      Question No. 604 answered with Question No. 566.

20/11/2012WRAA00250Expert Group on the A, B and C v. Ireland Judgment

20/11/2012WRAA00300605. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update from 
the expert review group set up to look at legislation on the X case; the reason for the delay in 
publishing the findings of this group; when this group will publish its recommendations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [51244/12]

20/11/2012WRAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the 
Expert Group on the A, B and C v Ireland judgment of the European Court of Human Rights 
submitted its report to me on 13th November and I intend to bring the Report to Government 
next Tuesday, 27th November, seeking Cabinet approval for its publication.

20/11/2012WRAA00450Organ Donation

20/11/2012WRAA00500606. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the initiatives there are to en-
courage live organ donations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51256/12]
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20/11/2012WRAA00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Members of the National Renal Transplant 
Programme as well as members of the senior management team at Beaumont Hospital are 
actively working with the HSE’s National Organ Donation and Transplantation Office and my 
Department to increase the rate of kidney transplantation, especially using living organ dona-
tion. Approximately 30 living donor transplants, the highest number ever, will be performed in 
2012 and Beaumont Hospital has developed plans to increase this in the future.

Patients who require a transplant, meet with a surgeon and a transplant co-ordinator in 
preparation for their placement on the transplant list for a deceased donor.  At this stage also, 
the possibility of live donation is discussed on an individual basis.

Members of the Irish Kidney Association and the Irish Donor Network create a greater 
awareness of this form of donation and recent media coverage of living kidney donation by well 
known personalities, has heightened awareness of this procedure.

20/11/2012WRAA00650Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRAA00700607. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will outline efforts 
to combat TB; if he will outline the funding, resources and facilities for same for the years 2009 
to 2012; if he will introduce a screening programme for vulnerable groups in particular; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51259/12]

20/11/2012WRAA00800650. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will allocate €50,000 to 
assist the homeless in relation to the disease TB. [51617/12]

20/11/2012WRAA00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 607 and 650 
together.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) describes countries with an incidence of less than 
10 cases per 100,000 population as a low incidence country. In 2010 and 2011, the annual TB 
notification rates in Ireland were 9.2 per 100,000 (420 cases in 2010 and 424 cases in 2011) 
which is the lowest rate recorded since surveillance of TB began in the 1950s and now catego-
rise Ireland as a low incidence country and represents a drop from 11.3 per 100,000 (480 cases) 
in 2007.The number of TB notifications for 2012 up to week ending November 9th is 339 cases, 
which is a decrease of 49 cases compared to the same period in 2011 (388 cases).

The overall rate of tuberculosis continues to decline and this decrease has prompted a re-
view in the HSE of the continuing requirement for BCG which is currently in progress.

WHO data indicates that TB notification rates always tend to be higher in inner city loca-
tions compared to the general population as is reflected in all major cities worldwide. The rates 
of TB remain high in parts of inner city Dublin and North Dublin, ranging between 17 per 
100,000 to 30 per 100,000 in some areas.However, LHO 7 (comprising mainly Dublin 1 and 7) 
has shown a decline in rates of TB from 2010 when the rate was 22.9 per 100,000 population 
(31 cases) to a rate of 14 per 100,000 (19 cases) in 2011. In 2011 a prison outbreak in Dublin 
increased the TB rate in that local area to 28/100,000.

Homeless people are at increased risk of TB, have higher default rates and worse treatment 
outcomes (including mortality) than the general public. In many industrialised countries, TB 
rates among the homeless can be up to 20 times higher than the general population.TB has 
also increased in other marginalised groups such as prisoners and those involved in substance 
misuse. 
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Similar to other low prevalence countries in Europe the disease is more focussed in margin-
alised groups such as homeless, prisoners, substance misusers, immigrants from countries of 
high endemicity. The recommendations of recent expert advice on the Control and prevention 
of TB are being reviewed and implemented. The focus on TB is being prioritised to the key high 
risk groups, homeless, immigrants from high endemic countries, and prisoners; and this will 
guide future funding and developments in services for people with TB.

20/11/2012WRAA00950Ministerial Appointments

20/11/2012WRAA01000608. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number and list 
of health agencies/boards that are awaiting Ministerial appointments; the timeframe they have 
been waiting for same; the number that do not currently have a quorum; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [51260/12]

20/11/2012WRAA01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The following tables set out the information 
requested by the Deputy. It should be noted that there are some other vacancies that have not 
yet been submitted to me for approval.

Boards of Agencies

Board Number of vacancies Timeframe Quorum
Health Information 
and Quality Author-
ity

4  12th May 2012 Yes

Irish Blood Transfu-
sion Service

6 24th May 2012 Yes

Health Research 
Board

5 12th June 2012 Yes

Pre Hospital Emer-
gency Care Council

17 28th June 2012 Full board to be 
replaced

Nursing and Mid-
wifery Board of 
Ireland

22 12th October 2012 Full board to be 
replaced

Opticians Board 1 25th October 2012 Yes
Health and Social 
Care Professionals 
Council

2 1st November 2012 Yes

Food Safety Author-
ity of Ireland

6 27th March 2012 Yes

VHI 1 1st November 2012 Yes

Other Boards

Board Number of vacancies Timeframe Quorum
Hepatitis C and 
HIV Compensation 
Tribunal

7 9th September 2012 Yes

St James’s Hospital 
Board

4  30th October 2012 Finalised this week
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Board Number of vacancies Timeframe Quorum
Social Workers Reg-
istration Board

3 1st November 2012 Yes

Dietitians Registra-
tion Board

13 1st November 2012 N\A (board yet to be 
established)

Occupational Thera-
pists Registration 
Board

13 1st November 2012 N/A (board yet to be 
established)

Speech and Lan-
guage Therapists 
Registration Board 

13 1st November 2012 N/A (board yet to be 
established)

20/11/2012WRAA01150Nursing Homes Support Scheme

20/11/2012WRAA01200609. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when payment will is-
sue from the Health Service Executive in relation to the nursing home care of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51276/12]

20/11/2012WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The purpose 
of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, A Fair Deal is to provide financial support for people 
assessed as needing long-term nursing home care. The scheme, administered by the Health 
Service Executive, is founded on the core principles that long-term care should be affordable 
and that a person should receive the same level of State support whether they choose a public, 
voluntary or private nursing home.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRAA01350Home Care Packages

20/11/2012WRAA01400610. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home care 
cash grant reduction in the Bray area, County Wicklow (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51291/12]

20/11/2012WRAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
a statutory responsibility to live within the budget voted to it by the Oireachtas. In this context, 
the HSE recently developed a range of measures to reduce expenditure overall to the end of the 
current year.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

20/11/2012WRAA01550Hospital Appointments Administration

20/11/2012WRAA01600611. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
pointment for a hip operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51363/12]

20/11/2012WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists for patients 
awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent and cancer patients are 
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treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chronological order (i.e. lon-
gest waiter first). Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with 
the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as 
this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRAA01750Hospital Procedures

20/11/2012WRAA01800612. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 188 of 11 October 2012, when a reply will issue from the Health Service Executive. 
[51394/12]

20/11/2012WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have referred the Deputy’s query to the 
Health Service Executive.  However, in order to respond, the HSE will require further informa-
tion, on a confidential basis, in order to identify the issue.  Accordingly, I would be grateful if 
the Deputy would supply the Health Service Executive with the specific procedure he is refer-
ring to in his original question.

20/11/2012WRAA01950Expert Group on the A, B and C v. Ireland Judgment

20/11/2012WRAA02000613. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health when the expert group report into 
the A, B and C v. Ireland case will be published.  [51406/12]

20/11/2012WRAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the 
Expert Group on the A, B and C v Ireland judgment of the European Court of Human Rights 
submitted its report to me on 13th November and I intend to bring the Report to Government 
next Tuesday, 27th November, seeking Cabinet approval for its publication.

20/11/2012WRAA02150National Children’s Hospital Location

20/11/2012WRAA02200614. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the ownership status of 
the site at St. James’ Hospital, Dublin, now identified for the new National Paediatric Hospital; 
if it is publicly or privately owned; if the latter, is it leased or rented; if so, from whom; if that 
situation applies, what are the possible implications, if any, for the new hospital, including cost 
to the public purse, fixity of tenure and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[51417/12]

20/11/2012WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On Tuesday, 6 November, I announced that 
the new children’s hospital would be co-located with St James’s Hospital on its campus. Fol-
lowing the announcement, the HSE and the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
immediately engaged with St James’s Hospital in relation to the site and site preparation. The 
matters raised by the Deputy will be examined and addressed during this process, which is 
focused on ensuring that this hugely important project proceeds securely and as swiftly as pos-
sible to completion.

20/11/2012WRAA02350Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRAA02400615. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
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drawn to the fact that as and from Tuesday the 30 of October 2012, the provision of nursing ser-
vices in satellite clinics with the exception of ARC will be by referral from a doctor using an ap-
pointment system; reasons for same;; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51443/12]

20/11/2012WRAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the Deputy is referring to the review and reconfiguration of nursing services in the Addiction 
Services in the HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster region. I have referred the matter to the HSE for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRAA02550Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

20/11/2012WRAA02600616. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
progress on the introduction of the free GP card to those on the long term illness scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51449/12]

20/11/2012WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme 
for Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Uni-
versal Health Insurance with equal access to care for all.  As part of this, the Government is 
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office. 
Primary legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a univer-
sal GP service without fees. 

Legislation to allow the Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP 
services without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently being drafted by this De-
partment and the Office of the Attorney General and will be published shortly. Implementation 
dates and application details will be announced in due course.

20/11/2012WRAA02750Health Services Provision

20/11/2012WRAA02800617. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health his policy for dealing with persons 
who require coronary care over the week ends in the mid west area (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51450/12]

20/11/2012WRAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The funding pressures now being experienced 
in the health services mean that the acute sector must reduce its costs in order to deliver the 
agreed level of activity within the resources available to it. This means that we must concentrate 
on maximising efficiency and getting the best possible services for patients from the budgets 
available to us. However, this on its own is not sufficient. Activity levels in our acute hospitals 
have been running ahead of the levels set in the approved HSE Service Plan and therefore it is 
inevitable that activity levels must also be reduced. This will be a significant challenge, and in 
meeting it we must be flexible and responsive to service needs, in order to ensure that essential 
services are protected and that patient safety and quality remain paramount. 

The Acute Coronary Syndrome (ACS) Programme is trying to improve and standardise 
the care of ACS patients by ensuring that ambulances are equipped and paramedics trained to 
recognise the most common type of major heart attack (STEMI) and transport these patients to 
a primary PCI centre hospital for appropriate care. Primary PCI centre hospitals are designated 
based on having available catheter laboratories plus a requisite number of cardiologists that are 
trained in PPCI. 

The Mid-West Regional Hospital in Limerick were approved on 1st October as a PPCI cen-
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tre operating Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm. The service was reviewed on 23rd October 
and approved for operation on a 24/7 basis which began on 30th October. It is estimated that 
approximately 2 patients per week use the out of hours service.

20/11/2012WRAA02950HSE Properties

20/11/2012WRAA03000618. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the cost to the Health Service 
Executive to furnish and maintain the HSE Office at Model Farm Road Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [51454/12]

20/11/2012WRAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the health property estate is 
a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply to you.

20/11/2012WRAA03150Hospital Procedures

20/11/2012WRAA03200619. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason elective orthopaedic 
procedures at the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital have ceased for the period 12 
September to 12 December 2012; the impact these actions will have on the waiting list; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51455/12]

20/11/2012WRAA03300620. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason two newly appointed 
Orthopaedic Surgeons do not have access to an elective surgery list at the South Infirmary Vic-
toria University Hospital, Cork, despite the fact that a newly refurbished theatre appears to lie 
idle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51456/12]

20/11/2012WRAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 619 and 620 
together.

The funding pressures now being experienced in the health services mean that the acute 
sector must reduce its costs in order to deliver the agreed level of activity within the resources 
available to it. This means that we must concentrate on maximising efficiency and getting the 
best possible services for patients from the budgets available to us. However, this on its own is 
not sufficient. Activity levels in our acute hospitals have been running ahead of the levels set in 
the approved HSE Service Plan and therefore it is inevitable that activity levels must also be re-
duced. This will be a significant challenge, and in meeting it we must be flexible and responsive 
to service needs, in order to ensure that essential services are protected and that patient safety 
and quality remain paramount.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Hospital Services

20/11/2012WRAA03500621. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the cost to run the urgent care 
centre at St. Mary’s Orthopaedic Hospital Gurranabraher, Cork; the number of patients seen and 
the cost per patient; his views on the value for money that this current service represents; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51457/12]

20/11/2012WRAA03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The detailed information sought by the Dep-
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uty is not readily available in my Department.  I have therefore requested the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to this matter.

20/11/2012WRAA03650National Lottery Funding Applications

20/11/2012WRAA03700622. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding in 
respect of an organisation (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51460/12]

20/11/2012WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application 
for funding from the 2012 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This 
is one of a large number currently being assessed by my Department, and the Deputy will be 
informed of the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

20/11/2012WRAA03850Hospital Charges

20/11/2012WRAA03900623. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify his proposal 
to charge private patients for medical services provided in public hospitals (details supplied) 
[51463/12]

20/11/2012WRAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I think the Deputy may be speaking about the 
VHI’s recent claim that charging private in-patients who occupy public beds in public hospitals 
the daily maintenance charge, would result in a 45% increase in health insurance premia.

The situation is that a system of bed designation has been in place in public hospitals since 
the 1990s.  Under this system, most beds are either designated as public beds or private beds: 
there is a small number of non-designated beds, such as those in Intensive Care Units.  Under 
the current  framework, private in-patients who occupy public beds in public hospitals are not 
levied the daily maintenance charge, which ranges from €586 to €1,046 in most public hospi-
tals. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General reported in 2010 that 45% of in-patients treated pri-
vately by their consultants were not charged for their maintenance costs because they were not 
occupying designated private beds. As part of Budget 2012, I announced that I intended to bring 
forward legislation to provide for the charging of all private patients in public hospitals, irre-
spective of whether they occupied a public or a private bed.   In view of  the significant potential 
cost implications for private health insurers, I subsequently indicated that I would be prepared 
to postpone implementation of the legislation until 2013 provided that the funds targeted for 
the current year were raised through a system of improved cashflow from the private insurers.  
Arrangements for this improved cashflow have been agreed in principle with the insurers, and 
the legal details are being finalised at present. 

In relation to charging all private patients in public beds, the issue will be dealt with as part 
of the budgetary process for 2013 and I will bring legislative proposals to Government on the 
matter in due course.  I am committed to keeping the cost of health insurance premia as low 
as possible and, to this end, my Department is working closely with the four health insurers, 
through the Health Insurance Consultative Forum.  The objective of the forum is to explore 
ways to minimise costs, while always respecting competition law.
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20/11/2012WRAA04050Ambulance Service Staff

20/11/2012WRAA04100624. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the roster policy for the ambu-
lance service throughout the country; if he will provide details of any regional variation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51467/12]

20/11/2012WRAA04200625. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to ensure 
that ambulance service staff are no longer exceeding the maximum 16 hours; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51469/12]

20/11/2012WRAA04300627. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed re-
port on the status of the implementation of the Labour Court recommendations facilitating the 
removal of on-call from the Cork Kerry Region Ambulance Service which was issued in Febru-
ary 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51472/12]

20/11/2012WRAA04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 624, 625 
and 627 together.

The Deputy may be aware that, following a referral to the Labour Court under the Public 
Service Agreement, the HSE National Ambulance Service (NAS) is currently progressing a 
number of efficiencies arising from a decision of that court. These operational efficiencies in-
clude the removal of on-call arrangements in rosters, where ambulance staff are not actually 
on duty in ambulance stations or vehicle but may be contacted in the event of a 999 call.  This 
means that it could take over 20 minutes for an emergency ambulance to leave its station after 
the crew has been tasked. All parties have accepted that, in accordance with a Labour Court 
recommendation, providing ambulance services under on-call arrangements should cease. 

The NAS is not a static service. It deploys its resources in a dynamic manner and works 
on an area and national, rather than a local, basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance 
resources ensures that the nearest appropriate resource is mobilised to the location of any inci-
dent, including incidents in the greater Dublin area.  In this context, any removal of overtime 
inefficiencies will be addressed through more efficient deployment and utilisation of resources.

As the details of rostering policy for the ambulance service, including details of any regional 
variation are, operational matters for the HSE, this question has been forwarded to the HSE to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRBB00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/11/2012WRBB00200626. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the way he intends to en-
sure that plans by the Health Service Executive to reconfigure therapy resources such as speech 
therapy, occupational therapy, and physiotherapy into geographic-based teams will not adverse-
ly affect children in special schools in view of the fact that it means that therapists in special 
schools will now have to travel to mainstream schools; if he will address concerns that this will 
lead to a reduction in the level of service to children in special schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51470/12]

20/11/2012WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has recognised 
the need to increase the level of consistency and standardisation in the way both early interven-
tion services and services for school-aged children with disabilities are delivered and to this 
end is currently engaged in a reconfiguration of existing therapy resources to geographic based 
teams for children (0-18 years).
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The National Programme on Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People 
(0-18 years) has been established since 2010.  It is supported by a National Coordinating Group 
which has representatives from the Department of Health and the Department of Education 
and Skills in addition to other key stakeholders. The Programme is based on the recommenda-
tions of the Report of the National Reference Group on Multidisciplinary Services for Children 
aged 5-18 Years   produced by representatives of the professions and management involved in 
delivering multi-disciplinary services to children (available on the HSE website www.hse.ie.) 

The Programme aims to address the following issues in relation to children’s disability ser-
vices:

- Inequity of access to services due to inconsistent development of services;

- Environmental change arising from the reorientation towards mainstream education lead-
ing to increasing demand for health services to support inclusion;

- Increasing demand for services due to population growth and increased identification of 
children with disability;

- The need to re-align services with emerging primary care and integrated service structures.

While the Programme supports the principle of providing access to mainstream education 
where appropriate, it also recognises a continuing role for special schools. 

The Programme is rolling out at national, regional and local level and involves representa-
tives from the health and education sectors, statutory and non-statutory service providers and 
parents working together to see how current services can best be re-organised.  Implementation 
of the Programme encompasses two elements:

- Ongoing work in co-ordinating and re-organising early intervention services for children 
aged 0-5 years into integrated, geographically based teams;

- Supporting the re-organisation of services for school-age children aged 5-18 years accord-
ing to the same model.

Decisions regarding any local re-organisation of services are the responsibility of the Local 
Implementation Groups (LIGs). These include stakeholders such as representatives of the ser-
vice providers involved, parents and the educational sector representatives. Detailed local area 
action plans are being developed by the LIGs with the following objectives:

- One clear pathway to services for all children with disabilities according to need;

- Resources used to the greatest benefit for all children and families;

- Health and education working together to support children to achieve their potential.

The HSE is working very closely with the education sector, which is fully involved in the 
development of the Programme, to ensure that, from the children’s and parents’ perspective, 
the services provided by each sector are integrated. An Education and Health Working Group, 
comprising representatives of both sectors, is developing a framework for closer working rela-
tionships.

The long term goal of this Programme is to bring consistency in service delivery and a clear 
pathway to services for all children with disabilities according to need. Implementation of this 
Programme will have a positive impact on the provision of clinical services for all children re-
quiring access to health related supports, regardless of where they live or which pre-school or 
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school they attend.

Question No. 627 answered with Question No. 624.

20/11/2012WRBB00450Medical Card Eligibility

20/11/2012WRBB00500628. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appeal 
of a refusal of the renewal of a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51479/12]

20/11/2012WRBB00600Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/11/2012WRBB00650Ambulance Service Provision

20/11/2012WRBB00700629. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will give an assurance 
that the 24 hour ambulance service that operates out of Kenmare Community Hospital, County 
Kerry, will be retained in its present form in the future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51483/12]

20/11/2012WRBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The provision of ambulances is a matter for 
the National Ambulance Service, which are part of the Health Service Executive. Therefore, I 
have asked them to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

 Question No. 630 answered with Question No. 566.

20/11/2012WRBB01050Nursing Homes Support Scheme

20/11/2012WRBB01100631. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the results of the review of 
the fair deal scheme will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51490/12]

20/11/2012WRBB01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): When the 
Nursing Homes Support Scheme commenced in October 2009, a commitment was made that it 
would be reviewed after three years. The reason for allowing this period to elapse is to ensure 
that trends and statistics will be available in order to inform the work. 

A public consultation process to inform the review concluded in mid-July. The Department 
will be publishing a summary report of the submissions received. Thereafter, the Department 
will be seeking tenders through the public procurement process for the carrying out of the re-
view.

The Terms of Reference for the review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme are:

Taking account of Government policy, demographic trends and the fiscal situation - 

1.  To examine the on-going sustainability of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme,

2.  To examine the overall cost of long-term residential care in public and private nursing 
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homes and the effectiveness of the current methods of negotiating/setting prices,

3.  Having regard to 1. and 2. above, to consider the balance of funding between long-term 
residential care and community based services,

4.  To consider the extension of the scheme to community based services and to other  sec-
tors (Disability and Mental Health), and

5.  To make recommendations for the future operation and management of the scheme.

As the Scheme is statutory based, the implementation of any recommendations arising from 
the review may require significant amendments to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act, 
2009.

A considerable amount of preparatory work for the review has already been completed.  It 
will progress within the constraints of available staff and other priorities.  At this stage I envis-
age that the review will be completed in 2013.

20/11/2012WRBB01250Home Care Packages

20/11/2012WRBB01300632. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will overhaul the cur-
rent elder care budget and increase funding for home care packages to encourage persons to stay 
in their homes for as long as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51491/12]

20/11/2012WRBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The level of 
funding available for the health sector next year is being considered as part of the Estimates 
process for 2013, which is currently underway. Deliberations by the Government on expendi-
ture allocations for next year will continue up until Budget time, and it would not be appropriate 
for me to comment further at this stage pending the outcome of this process.  Notwithstanding 
the very difficult financial position facing the Exchequer, the Government remains committed 
to the policy of maximising the provision of Home Care supports across relevant care pro-
grammes.

20/11/2012WRBB01450Home Care Packages

20/11/2012WRBB01500633. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will review the way 
the Health Service Executive home help and home care resources are allocated and to open up 
the commissioning system, in view of the fact that this would enable all providers to compete 
on an equal footing to ensure the best patient outcome and value for money; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51498/12]

20/11/2012WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE re-
cently finalised a public Procurement Framework for new Home Care Packages, which is being 
rolled out across all regions. The aim is to ensure greater care consistency, via selected provid-
ers meeting specified standards, across all Local Health Offices. The Framework, which fills in 
service gaps to complement HSE provision, will be reviewed  around mid 2013.

The new procurement approach was designed to meet various criteria, including promoting 
opportunities for all non-statutory providers to undertake work on behalf of the HSE and to 
enhance client safety and service quality.

In addition, the HSE has been developing various operational initiatives in recent times, 
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including guidelines on Home Care, to improve the planning and delivery of its Home Support 
services.

20/11/2012WRBB01650Hospital Waiting Lists

20/11/2012WRBB01700634. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if corrective surgery will be 
prioritised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51502/12]

20/11/2012WRBB01800Minister for Health)(Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists for patients 
awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent and cancer patients are 
treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chronological order (i.e. lon-
gest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRBB01850Health Services Staff Issues

20/11/2012WRBB01900635. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of person who 
have retired from the mental health services in County Kerry in the past five years; the number 
of persons that have been working in the mental health services in County Kerry for the fol-
lowing years, January 2008 to January 2009, January 2009 to January 2010, January 2010 to 
January 2011, January 2011 to January 2012 and January 2012 to January 2013, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51503/12]

20/11/2012WRBB02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains with its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so. As the number of persons working in the mental health services 
in County Kerry is a matter for the HSE, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

     Question No. 636 answered with Question No. 566.

20/11/2012WRCC00250Hospital Procedures

20/11/2012WRCC00300637. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when an application for an opera-
tion at Cappagh Hospital, Dublin, will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Wexford. [51512/12]

20/11/2012WRCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists for patients 
awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent and cancer patients are 
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treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chronological order (i.e. lon-
gest waiter first). Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with 
the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRCC00450Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

20/11/2012WRCC00500638. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health the amount of remuneration of 
any kind whether salary, allowances or expenses paid to each of the members of the Irish expert 
group on fluoridation in each of the following years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51515/12]

20/11/2012WRCC00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Members of the 
Expert Body on Fluorides and Health are not paid a salary or allowances.  Total of expenses 
for attendance at scientific conferences and for motor and travel for attendance at Expert Body 
meetings are shown in the table below for the years in question.  The 2008 and 2009 figures in-
clude €188 and €479.96 respectively paid to the Chair of the Expert Body for travel insurance, 
mobile phone replacement, laptop modem and printer costs.

Year Scientific Confer-
ences €

Motor and Travel € Total €

2008 6,451.75 5,319.71 11,771.46
2009 8,930.90 3,762.04 12,692.94
2010 2,161.12 5,114.51 7,275.94
2011 3,712.56    494.39 4,206.95

20/11/2012WRCC00650Budget 2013

20/11/2012WRCC00700639. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will to ensure that there 
are no further budget cuts to organisations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51518/12]

20/11/2012WRCC00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Pending com-
pletion of the national estimates, budgetary and service planning process for 2013 it is not pos-
sible to predict the service levels to be provided next year.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRCC00850Home Help Service Provision

20/11/2012WRCC00900640. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that an association (details supplied) is since October refusing applications for home 
help services for new clients and reducing the hours being provided to existing clients because 
of budgetary cuts; if he will advise the way many clients have been refused services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51519/12]
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20/11/2012WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The capacity 
of the Health Service Executive to provide approved levels of home support services is continu-
ally reviewed in the context of overall resources available at particular times.   

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

20/11/2012WRCC01050Public Sector Reform Review

20/11/2012WRCC01100641. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the services provided 
for the Health Service Executive by a company (details supplied); if he can confirm that this 
company further outsources these services and to where; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51523/12]

20/11/2012WRCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): One of the key commitments in the Public 
Service Reform Plan is to identify and evaluate new business models and opportunities to sup-
port the delivery of non-core processes and services.  External Service Delivery is an area that 
can potentially deliver a range of benefits for the provision of health services.  These include 
both cost and efficiency savings stemming from better work and management practices. 

The information requested by the Deputy is a service matter and I have forwarded your re-
quest to the Health Service Executive for direct response.

20/11/2012WRCC01250Research and Development Supports

20/11/2012WRCC01300642. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding health research; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51528/12]

20/11/2012WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Much is being done in Ireland regarding re-
search and innovation and the growth and jobs agendas.  In this regard the Action Plan for Jobs 
(2012), and the Report of the  Research Prioritisation Steering Group, were published this year.  
The aim is to target public investment towards research based on potential for economic return, 
particularly in the form of jobs; and protecting as much current employment while also creating 
jobs in new areas of opportunity.  

I continue to stress that while the economic benefit of research is extremely important, it 
is imperative that the critical importance of research for policy and research for knowledge is 
recognised and supported.  Knowledge derived from research is  paramount in providing the 
evidence-base for better health policies and systems; systems that underpin effective and ef-
ficient health service provision.  Such evidence will be a key input to the creation of a fairer, 
more efficient health system.  

In acknowledging the potential for research to support economic growth and job creation, I 
consider that the economic and societal agendas are not necessarily mutually exclusive.  The in-
teraction and interdependence between research for health and research for economic purposes 
are evident in the research and innovation objectives supported by my Department.

In 2009 the Action Plan for Health Research 2009-2013, prepared by the Health Research 
Group was launched.  The plan is in the implementation phase and Subgroups/Work Streams 
established under the Health Research Group are progressing the actions therein.  The main 
purpose of the HRG, which is chaired by my Department, is to ensure that health research in 
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Ireland is coordinated, prioritised, and focussed, and that national policies and strategies for 
health research are framed strategically in the context of the wider science, technology and in-
novation agenda.  

The Health Research Board (HRB) is a statutory body under the aegis of the Department of 
Health.  The HRB is the lead agency in Ireland supporting and funding health research.  It pro-
vides funding, maintains health information systems and conducts research linked to national 
health priorities.  The aim is to improve people’s health, build health research capacity and 
make a significant contribution to Ireland’s knowledge economy.

A robust clinical research infrastructure and established capacity and expertise are essential 
in developing and delivering health care.  Through strategic investment, the Health Research 
Board (HRB), funded by my Department, is developing infrastructure, expertise, and capacity 
to create an integrated framework for clinical research in Ireland.  This will not only improve 
patient outcomes, peoples health and health service delivery, but will support growth and jobs 
here in Ireland.  I opened a Clinical Research Facility in Cork earlier this year which is funded 
by the HRB.  In addition to this investment in Cork, the HRB is funding the establishment of 
two facilities in Dublin and Galway.  The Wellcome Trust is co-funding the build in Dublin. 
These three facilitates will network together using standardised practices and procedures in 
clinical research conduct thereby greatly increasing Ireland’s appeal as a country of choice for 
performing large-scale multinational clinical research studies.

The Health Information Bill, which my Department is progressing,  will provide for a range 
of measures including facilitating a uniform approach for ethics approval for multi site health 
research projects, not already otherwise governed by statutory regulation and EU law.  It is ex-
pected that the Health Information Bill will be ready for publication by mid 2013.

During the Irish Presidency of the Council of the European Union key legislative proposals 
on Clinical Trials and Medical Devices will be progressed. 

My Department is also represented on the Prioritisation Action Group (PAG), established by 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and chaired by Minister Sherlock to progress 
the Report of the Research Prioritisation Steering Group.  It is evident that while much of the 
work being progressed in the area of health research may not necessarily lead to direct com-
mercial opportunity, it can complement and support the work of other sectors in the economy.  

Senior officials in my Department recently had a very positive meeting with representatives 
of the organisation mentioned by the Deputy at which health research policy was discussed.

20/11/2012WRCC01475Hospital Appointment Status

20/11/2012WRCC01500643. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51529/12]

20/11/2012WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists for patients 
awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent and cancer patients are 
treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chronological order (i.e. lon-
gest waiter first). Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with 
the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
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referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRCC01650Hospital Charges

20/11/2012WRCC01700644. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 613 of 23 October 2012, if he will give the information requested and define the 
meaning of a virtual bed or chair and the cost associated with the use of each and if the term 
virtual was introduced by hospitals or health insurance companies. [51532/12]

20/11/2012WRCC01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Minister has not defined a ‘virtual bed’ or 
a ‘chair’ under the provisions of Section 55 of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The charges 
levied by hospitals in respect of each day or part of a day during which in-patient services are 
availed of in respect of private, semi-private and day-case accommodation in public hospitals 
are as set out in my reply to the Deputy’s previous question on this matter.

20/11/2012WRCC01850Hospital Appointments Administration

20/11/2012WRCC01900645. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 755 of 19 July 2012, if the Health Service Executive will arrange an early date 
for an operation required by a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if he will confirm 
the timeframe for the operation; if they have to wait their turn on the current list which is 69th 
on the bariatric surgery waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51540/12]

20/11/2012WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists for patients 
awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent and cancer patients are 
treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chronological order (i.e. lon-
gest waiter first). Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with 
the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/11/2012WRCC02050EU Directives

20/11/2012WRCC02100646. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when EU Directive 
2010/63/EU will be implemented; the process of public consultation he has or intends to em-
ploy and the scrutiny period that will apply in the Houses of the Oireachtas preceding imple-
mentation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51566/12]

20/11/2012WRCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Directive 2010/63/EU on the protection of 
animals used for scientific purposes significantly strengthens the protection of animals still 
needed for research and safety testing.  The directive strongly promotes the principles of the 
three Rs (replacement of the use of animals to the greatest extent possible with alternative test-
ing methods, refinement of scientific procedures to improve animal welfare and reduction in 
numbers of animals used).  Significant changes in this regard are requirements to perform ethi-
cal evaluations prior to authorisation of projects using animals and higher standards of care and 
accommodation.  Many of the provisions set out in the directive are mandatory.  The directive 
will be transposed into Irish law during November, 2012 and will take effect from 1 January, 
2013.  
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My Department sought the views of the public and interested parties in July, 2009 on the 
proposed directive.  These views informed Ireland’s position as negotiations on the proposed 
directive progressed at EU level.  My Department again sought the views of the public and in-
terested parties in October, 2011 after the adoption of the directive.  Officials of my Department 
have met with stakeholder groups including animal welfare groups in relation to the Directive’s 
provisions.  My Department has recently met with consultants of the Irish Anti Vivisection 
Society and with Research and Development establishments in this area.  The Irish Medicines 
Board (IMB) has also had meetings with stakeholders to inform them of the requirements which 
will apply from 1 January 2013 and has updated its website with relevant information. 

I appreciate the time and effort devoted by individuals and stakeholder groups in this regard.  
The submissions received in response to the first public consultation were particularly welcome 
as the directive was still under discussion at that stage.  The second public consultation, of 
necessity, had a different focus given that the directive was already finalised at that stage.  The 
responses to the second public consultation are, consequently, primarily focused on the nuts 
and bolts of the transposition process itself and are of particular assistance to the Department 
in this regard.

On the matter of scrutiny of the Directive, in July 2009, my Department provided an infor-
mation note to the Joint Committee on European Scrutiny on the then proposed directive and in-
dicated that the transposition of the directive would be done by Statutory Instrument in order to 
ensure that this transposition would be implemented within the allowed timeframe.  Failure to 
do so could delay the considerably enhanced protections the new directive provides for animals 
- a circumstance which animal protection organisations would, quite correctly, take issue with.  
It could also result in EU infringement proceedings against the State during the forthcoming 
Irish Presidency of the European Union.  I am sure the Deputy would agree that it is important 
to transpose the considerably enhanced protections afforded to animals in the directive without 
delay. The joint committee, after consideration of the proposed directive, agreed that no further 
scrutiny was required, given that the aim of the proposal is to improve the existing 1986 direc-
tive and in view of the scope allowed in the directive for member states to decide on practical 
transposition measures. 

In the run up to the implementation of the directive, the Department and the IMB, which 
is the designated competent authority responsible for the implementation of the directive, will 
continue to consider the views of stakeholder groups.

       Question No. 647 answered with Question No. 566.

20/11/2012WRDD00250Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

20/11/2012WRDD00300648. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date to reduce 
waiting lists for orthodontic treatment in the mid west region (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51577/12]

20/11/2012WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): An independent 
review of Orthodontic Services has been commissioned by the HSE. The outcome of this re-
view will give guidance as to what changes will be desirable to provide the best model of care 
delivery nationally, given current resources and expected future demand for services.

  Question No. 649 answered with Question No. 564.
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  Question No. 650 answered with Question No. 607.

20/11/2012WRDD00850Semi-State Bodies Remuneration

20/11/2012WRDD00900651. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons working in commercial semi-State companies, of which he is the sharehold-
er, including employees, contractors and consultants, that were paid amounts by the company 
in excess of €100,000 in 2011; the total number of personnel in question; the total amount paid 
above that level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50831/12]

20/11/2012WRDD01000653. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons working in commercial semi-State companies, of which he is the sharehold-
er, including employees, contractors and consultants, that were paid amounts by the company in 
excess of €100,000; the total number of personnel in question and the total amount paid above 
that level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50926/12]

20/11/2012WRDD01100654. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of persons retired from commercial semi-State companies, of which he is the 
shareholder, in receipt of pensions in excess of €100,000; the number of persons in receipt of 
amounts above that level and the total cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [50927/12]

20/11/2012WRDD01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 651, 653 and 654 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is a matter for the commercial State bodies them-
selves.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the various commercial State bodies under 
my Department’s aegis for their response. If the Deputy does not receive a reply from the bod-
ies within ten working days, please advise my private office.

20/11/2012WRDD01250Tourism Promotion

20/11/2012WRDD01300652. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason Ireland is not being promoted as a tourist destination on the ground at major Irish fes-
tivals in places such as Maryland, Catskills and Pittsburgh; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [50838/12]

20/11/2012WRDD01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational one for Tourism Ireland Limited as the body responsible for promoting the 
island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas. I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Tour-
ism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

  Questions Nos. 653 and 654 answered with Question No. 651.

20/11/2012WRDD01550Road Improvement Schemes

20/11/2012WRDD01600655. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to provide funding for local improvement schemes in 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [50938/12]
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20/11/2012WRDD01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Local Im-
provements Scheme provided funding for the maintenance and improvement of private road-
ways which are, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner.  

State grants available to supplement expenditure by local authorities on the maintenance 
of regional and local roads have been reduced significantly and there will be further cuts over 
the next few years.  The scale of the cuts have necessitated that some grant programmes be 
curtailed or ended.  

In making adjustments to the regional and local roads allocations the primary aim has 
been, as far as is possible, to protect previous investment in the road network and use the  avail-
able funding to maintain and restore public roads, including those in rural areas.  Given that 
priority, it was not possible this year to assist with any works on private roads.   

The feasibility of providing funding to assist with maintenance of private roads will be re-
viewed in the context of the monies available under the 2013 grant allocations for regional and 
local roads. In the interim, it is open to local authorities to continue to operate the scheme or a 
similar scheme from their own resources.

20/11/2012WRDD01750Roads Maintenance

20/11/2012WRDD01800656. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide bridge replacement funding for non-national roads in 2013 and in particular for the 
replacement of Fintra Bridge on the R263 in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [50939/12]

20/11/2012WRDD01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such 
roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.

Earlier this year, the National Roads Authority (NRA) invited applications for consider-
ation for funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme.  Among the projects 
submitted by Donegal County Council was an application for R263 Fintragh Bridge.  All ap-
plications will be considered by the NRA and by my Department having regard to compliance 
with the eligibility criteria, the need to prioritise projects, competing demands from other local 
authorities and the funding available in 2013.

I will announce the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations early in the new year.

20/11/2012WRDD01950Public Service Obligation Services

20/11/2012WRDD02000657. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way the additional €36 million public service obligation for CIE will be split between Dublin 
Bus, Irish Rail and Bus Éireann; the projections for the CIE PSO for 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [51014/12]

20/11/2012WRDD02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): On 24th July the 
Government approved an increase in the 2012 subvention to CIÉ by €36 million to €278m in 
order to protect public transport services. To date additional subvention of €16 million has been 
allocated leaving up to €20 million still available.
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The allocation of the additional subvention to the CIÉ companies is a matter for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) and I have referred this matter to the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

The PSO allocation for 2013, as set down in the Comprehensive Expenditure Review, is 
€226.516 million.

20/11/2012WRDD02150Road Toll Operators

20/11/2012WRDD02200658. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the State 
is paying significant sums annually to some of the companies that built roads and tunnels under 
public/private partnerships because traffic numbers did not reach the targets set in the contracts; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51017/12]

20/11/2012WRDD02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme. The implementation of individual national road schemes, 
including Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects, is a matter for the National Roads Author-
ity (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2007.  In addition, the statutory power to levy tolls on 
national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors 
in respect of national roads is vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads Act (as amended).  
The contracts for the privately-operated toll schemes are, therefore, commercial agreements 
between the NRA and the PPP concessionaires concerned.

Two PPP contracts, the M3 Clonee-Kells PPP and the Limerick Tunnel PPP, incorporate a 
traffic guarantee mechanism. With regard to the remaining PPP schemes, all traffic risk remains 
with the operator while the State stands to benefit from the revenue share arrangement where 
the average daily traffic (“ADT”) exceeds scheme specific predefined threshold traffic. Noting 
the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for further reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

20/11/2012WRDD02350Tourism Promotion

20/11/2012WRDD02400659. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in addi-
tion to the plans for the 2013 Gathering, the other intitiatives and plans he has to promote tour-
ism here over the coming years; the number of overseas visitors he expects here for the years 
2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51090/12]

20/11/2012WRDD02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will 
be aware, primary responsibility for promoting Ireland as a tourist destination is an operational 
matter for the tourism agencies. Obviously The Gathering Ireland 2013 will be the main focus 
for tourism promotion next year.

The Government has identified tourism as one of the key drivers of economic recovery and 
has set out its medium term priorities in the Programme for Government.  As well as encourag-
ing increased international access, these include prioritising the Tourism Marketing Fund, ex-
ploring the possibility of a new agreement on visitor visas with the UK, offering tourists the 
opportunity to visit the UK and Ireland with one visa, developing emerging long haul markets 
such as China, Russia, India and the Middle East, and recovery of market share in Britain. At 
home, priorities include improving the e-capability of our tourism product, targeting available 
resources at developing and co-ordinating niche tourism products and activity packages that 
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are attractive to international visitors, including event tourism.  Significant progress has been 
made across these areas, in the Jobs Initiative and by the agencies on the ground, and they will 
continue to be pursued over the next few years.   

While external factors including global economic conditions impact significantly on visi-
tor numbers to any destination, my Department’s Statement of Strategy has set a target of 8 
million visits to Ireland in 2015. In terms of further initiatives and plans to achieve this target, 
Tourism Ireland, as the body responsible for promoting the island of Ireland as a visitor desti-
nation overseas will be preparing a Corporate Plan, based on the Programmes for Government 
north and south, setting out its objectives and targets for the period 2014 to 2016 for approval 
by the North South Ministerial Council next year. 20/11/2012W

RDD02550Rail Services

20/11/2012WRDD02600660. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
contact the Chief Executive Officer of Iarnród Éireann and ask the reason the ticket office at 
(details supplied) is closed at periods during the day when the office is supposed to be opened 
and manned all day; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51171/12]

20/11/2012WRDD02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
an operational matter for  Iarnród Éireann and not one in which I have any role.  I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.

20/11/2012WRDD02750Road Network

20/11/2012WRDD02800661. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding received from the EU for the construction of new motorways and dual carriageways 
for the years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011; the roads projects that included EU funding; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51172/12]

20/11/2012WRDD02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The EU funding 
claimed in respect of national roads projects under the Economic and Social Infrastructure 
Operational Programme 2000-2006 for which my Department had lead responsibility was as 
follows:    

€ €
2007         2008
22,101,189 7,409,837
I do not have details of the funding received, as payments of EU aid in respect of these 

claims are made to the Department of Finance.

Under the 2007 – 2013 Border Midlands and Western Regional Authority (BMW) Opera-
tional Programme of the European Regional Development Fund, only two road projects quali-
fied for funding.  These are the M6 Athlone-Ballinasloe motorway and N52 Tullamore Bypass.  
As the funding for these projects was channelled through the NRA, I have referred your ques-
tion to them for direct response.  If you do not hear from them within 10 days please contact my 
private office.EU funding for national road development may also have been provided during 
this period under EU programmes in respect of which other bodies in Ireland have the lead 
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management role under EU Regulations. These programmes include the Cohesion Fund, the 
INTERREG Programme and the Peace Programme.

20/11/2012WRDD02950Taxi Hardship Panel

20/11/2012WRDD03000662. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider measures to assist taxi drivers in view of the impact that the increase in fuel prices is 
having on their livelihoods; if he will alleviate concerns regarding recent reports that a reduc-
tion in fares is to be introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51197/12]

20/11/2012WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the taxi 
industry under the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003, and is also the lead agency with responsibility for 
implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report. 

Overall the thrust of the reforms arising from the Taxi Review in 2011, will mean better ser-
vices for consumers and improvements to the operating environment for taxi drivers generally.  
The Review Group did not make any proposals concerning measures for financial assistance to 
taxi drivers.

As part of the Taxi Regulation Review in 2011, the independent consultants, Indecon, evalu-
ated the fares for taxi services in Ireland and concluded that taxi prices appeared above aver-
age in Ireland relative to other countries, but broadly similar to what would be expected given 
wages levels, employment and population density.

A review of taxi fares is carried out every two years by the NTA and information about the 
consultation on the current fare review is available on the NTA website. The proposal is to seek 
to simplify the overall fare structure and to provide an approximate 3.6% to 4% increase in 
the maximum allowable fares. The fare review consultation will run until Monday the 3rd  of 
December 2012.

20/11/2012WRDD03150Tourism Industry Issues

20/11/2012WRDD03200663. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will meet a group (details supplied) in December for a meeting on a potential international 
conference. [51397/12]

20/11/2012WRDD03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the matter to Fáilte Ireland for direct 
reply to the Deputy. In order to help them to address his query, it would be of assistance if the 
Deputy could provide further contact details for the person named to the Business Tourism Unit 
of  Failte Ireland. Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten working 
days.

20/11/2012WRDD03350Taxi Regulations

20/11/2012WRDD03400664. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has any 
knowledge of plans to remove the taxi rank on the island of O’Connell Street, Dublin, outside 
a hotel (details supplied). [51405/12]
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20/11/2012WRDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Under Section 15 of the Road Traffic Act, 2002, Dublin City Council, in consultation 
with the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána, is responsible for the making of bye-laws in 
respect of the area comprising of the city of Dublin, including bye-laws regarding the location 
of taxi ranks.

Further information in relation to the taxi rank in question might be obtained from Dublin 
City Council directly or through the offices of my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government.

20/11/2012550Air Services Provision

20/11/2012WRDD03600665. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
engaged with airlines to ascertain if they will provide special offers to persons willing to come 
here for the Gathering; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [51441/12]

20/11/2012WRDD03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The market for air 
services in and out of Ireland is highly competitive with a very significant number of airlines 
operating.  The market for air services within the EU has been liberalised since the early 1990s 
and the market between the EU and the US was liberalised under the EU-US Open Skies   agree-
ment in 2007.  It is not open to me or to other Governments to interfere in pricing in the market; 
airlines are completely free to set their own fares based on their own commercial judgements.

 I have been particularly pleased by recent announcements by a number of the US airlines of 
additional services and routes into Ireland next year, for example, American Airlines’ new Dub-
lin/New York service, United Airlines’ new Shannon/Chicago service and US Airways Shan-
non-Philadelphia service.  This  is very welcome in the context of ‘The Gathering Ireland 2013’ 

I am also engaging with a number of airlines to see what further initiatives or measures can 
be taken to support ‘The Gathering Ireland 2013’. Tourism Ireland, the agency with responsibil-
ity for the overseas promotion of Ireland as a tourist destination, continues to invest in coopera-
tive marketing activity with airlines and ferry providers. This activity has a strong focus on ‘The 
Gathering Ireland 2013’ and advertising campaigns are already underway with Aer Lingus and 
Ryanair highlighting good value fares to Ireland from a number of markets and carrying “The 
Gathering Ireland” message. This activity will continue throughout 2013.

20/11/2012WRDD03750National Vehicle and Driver File

20/11/2012WRDD03800666. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a a per-
son (details supplied) in County Clare will be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51447/12]

20/11/2012WRDD03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport  (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the re-
newal of vehicle licences, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the Taxi 
Regulation Act, 2003.    

I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within 10 working days. 
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20/11/2012WRDD03950Rail Services

20/11/2012WRDD04000667. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide an assurance that the early morning train service and all other services by rail 
into County Kerry will not be cut during 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51480/12]

20/11/2012WRDD04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for Irish Rail.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.


