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        Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

18/10/2012WRA00450Homeless World Cup

18/10/2012WRA0050010. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
make funds available to Carlow, Portlaoise, Drogheda and Dundalk town councils to ensure 
the continuation of the homeless street soccer leagues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45124/12]

18/10/2012WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I refer the Deputy to my earlier reply to Priority Question No. 5.

18/10/2012WRA00650Taxi Regulations

18/10/2012WRA0070011. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the criteria 
for the new penalty points system for taxi drivers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45170/12]

18/10/2012WRA00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): This question relates to penalty points for taxi drivers.  

Minister of State Alan Kelly, who is in Brussels today, has responsibility for this area.

This month, on behalf of Minister Kelly, I will bring a proposal to Cabinet for the publica-
tion a Taxi Regulation Bill 2012, which will strengthen the legislative basis for the regulation 
of the taxi sector and the enforcement of the taxi regulations.  

Among the enforcement measures provided for in the Bill will be a demerit scheme that will 
apply to single and multiple breaches of the taxi regulations, in line with the proposal under 
Action 29 of the Taxi Regulation Review 2011.  It is envisaged that the demerit scheme will 
enable a more effective use of resources and a speedier response to wrongdoers by enforcement 
officers and the Courts.

Following consideration by Government, the Bill will set out the details of the proposed 
demerit scheme.  The scheme will operate separately from the penalty point system already in 
place under Road Traffic legislation. 

18/10/2012WRA00850Tourism Promotion

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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18/10/2012WRA0090012. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
efforts he has taken to promote an all Ireland tourism strategy; the steps he has taken to bring 
about closer coordination in terms of marketing and planning between the Northern Ireland 
Tourist Board and Fáilte Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45121/12]

18/10/2012WRA01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring) (Deputy Michael Ring): Tourism was specifically identified in the Good Friday Agree-
ment as one of the key areas for North/South cooperation and consequently one on which the 
North/South Ministerial Council (NSMC) meets in Sectoral format.  The Council meets in this 
format in order to make decisions on common policies and approaches in the area of tourism 
including decisions on policies and actions to be implemented by Tourism Ireland Limited, the 
body responsible for promoting the island of Ireland overseas as a tourist destination.  Funding 
for Tourism Ireland’s operations is provided by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Invest-
ment in Northern Ireland and by my Department in the South. 

The last NSMC meeting in Tourism Sectoral format took place on 25 January last while 
the next one is scheduled to take place on 28 November in Armagh.  Amongst the items like-
ly to be discussed at the meeting are a review of this year’s visitor numbers to the island of 
Ireland, Tourism Ireland’s Business Plan for 2013 and major tourism opportunities north and 
south in 2013. 

In terms of overall approaches to tourism development on the island of Ireland, the Deputy 
may be aware that the Tourism Recovery Taskforce (TRT), which was formed in early 2011 
with the aim of ensuring growth in inbound tourism, includes representation from Fáilte Ire-
land, the NITB and Tourism Ireland as well as other relevant stakeholders in the tourism sector 
North and South.  It is expected that the recommendations of the TRT will form input to the 
Business Plans of the tourism agencies for the years ahead.

In terms of the general coordination between the tourism agencies, the Chief Executive 
of Fáilte Ireland and the Chair of the Northern Ireland Tourist Board both sit on the Board of 
Tourism Ireland.  The Fáilte Ireland Authority also meets the Board of Tourism Ireland and 
the Northern Ireland Tourist Board on an ongoing basis to discuss issues of mutual interest on 
tourism.   Furthermore the Chief Executives and senior management teams in Fáilte Ireland, 
Tourism Ireland and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board work hard to foster ever closer working 
relationships between the agencies.  This includes joint preparation of marketing programmes.    

18/10/2012WRA01050Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRA0110013. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the decline in the number of visitors to Ireland from Great Britain and North America during 
June, July and August of this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45173/12]

18/10/2012WRA0120017. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the success 
he has had in his efforts to generate spin off tourism from the London Olympics; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45182/12]

18/10/2012WRA0130023. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the steps he is taking to ensure increased visitor numbers by 2015; if he will outline his ef-
forts to meet the targets for tourist numbers and job creation as outlined in the tourism section 
of Trading and Investing in a Smart Economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45128/12]

18/10/2012WRA0140063. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 



18 October 2012

481

outline the progress that he has made in improving air access to Ireland from North America; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45063/12]

18/10/2012WRA01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 13, 17, 23 and 63 together.  

These questions relate to the performance of the tourist sector in 2012, and efforts to im-
prove visitor numbers and employment in that sector over the coming years. 

The tourism sector is central to Government strategies for economic recovery and jobs.  Ac-
cording to the CSO’s Quarterly National Household Survey for April to June 2012, the largest 
increase in employment in any sector over the year to June 2012 was in tourism-related jobs, 
with employment in the Accommodation and Food sector increasing by 5.9% or 6,300 jobs.  

As regards arrivals, following a return to growth last year for the first time since 2007, the lat-
est CSO figures show that overseas visits to Ireland in January-August 2012 showed a marginal 
decrease of 1.4% when compared to 2011, while the peak June-August period saw a fall of 2% 
in trips.  At main market level, results were mixed.  Despite continued growth from continental 
Europe – the main source of overseas tourism revenue - and from the high-spending other areas 
of developing markets, there was a decline in trips from Great Britain and a slight decline from 
North America.  The British market in particular is proving difficult, with a flat economy and 
weak consumer confidence having a significant impact on outbound travel generally, while the 
Olympics generally seemed to have limited effect on consumer demand in Britain.  

Tourism Ireland has been conducting an extensive promotional programme this year, fo-
cused on our main markets including Britain and North America.  Its autumn campaign aims to 
boost late-season travel to Ireland from around the globe, as well as promoting The Gathering 
Ireland 2013.  For next year, The Gathering will form the central focus of all tourism cam-
paigns, with the work carried out by the Tourism Recovery Taskforce further informing market-
ing plans and activity in British and North American markets.

 An important part of improving tourist numbers from foreign markets is air access.  The 
Dublin Airport Authority has some very attractive incentive schemes in place, including a long-
haul incentive scheme, offering significant discounts on various charges for airlines opening up 
new routes.  In particular, air access to the North American market is crucial to success in that 
tourist market.

As part of a recent tourist mission to North America to promote the Gathering, I met with 
United Airlines in Chicago and a new Chicago-Shannon route has been confirmed for next sum-
mer.  Discussions are ongoing with a number of other carriers for additional capacity linked to 
both general traffic demand and the expected increased traffic linked to the Gathering.

Current indications are that transatlantic capacity for summer 2013 will be higher than sum-
mer 2012, which was in the region of 27,500 seats per week.  Tourism Ireland continues to work 
closely with Dublin Airport Authority to secure additional capacity.

Ireland’s tourism performance is dependent on improvements in the economic situation 
and consumer confidence in overseas markets, as well as the efforts of the industry and the 
agencies to promote our tourism offering and deliver a competitive and quality product.  Using 
The Gathering as our centrepiece for 2013, working with Tourism Ireland to sell Ireland as a 
destination overseas and with Fáilte Ireland to continually strengthen the competitiveness of 
our product, I am confident that we can grow tourist numbers and employment in the sector for 
2013 and beyond.
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18/10/2012WRA01550Haulage Industry Regulation

18/10/2012WRA0160014. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has identified or examined the issues currently affecting the transport sector 
in a negative way; if he has had discussions with stakeholders who may be affected by rising 
fuel costs or other issues; if any particular proposals have emerged which might address any 
such issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45161/12]

18/10/2012WRA01700248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has received communication from the transport sector in the matter of iden-
tification of cost factors likely to inhibit growth or development in the industry in the coming 
year; the measures taken or likely to be taken to address such factors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45520/12]

18/10/2012WRA01800250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he continues to engage with the stakeholders in the industries under his aegis 
with a view of maximisation of job creation opportunities of consequent reduction in unem-
ployment levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45522/12]

18/10/2012WRA01900251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has studied the costs associated with the transport sector with particular ref-
erence to the extent to which fuel prices now negatively impact on this sector; if he has received 
submissions from the representative bodies in this regard; if any intervention can be made uni-
laterally or in conjunction with his EU colleagues with a view to ensuring that fuel prices here 
are competitive with those prevailing throughout the EU; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45523/12]

18/10/2012WRA02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 14, 248, 250 and 251 together.  

These questions relate to the Haulage Industry.

The predominant element of transport costs is fuel.  My Department has no direct control 
over this cost but keeps under review all costs over which we do have an influence, including 
the cost of services provided through our agencies.  In this context, my Department is engaged 
in an initiative to reduce, where feasible, the administration cost to business of complying with 
transport legislation.

From my contacts with the haulage industry, I am aware that they have raised the issue of 
reducing taxation on fuel.  However, this is a matter primarily for the Minister for Finance.    

The Government’s plans to address the economic difficulties facing all elements of the 
economy are set out in the Programme for Government and place a heavy emphasis on the de-
livery of effective transport services.  In addition, the Government’s Jobs Initiative includes a 
number of measures intended to stimulate tourism by increasing the competitiveness of access 
transport and our tourism product.

I have outlined my priorities to 2016 on my Department’s website and in my Department’s 
Statement of Strategy.  There is constant ongoing contact at all levels in my Department with 
stakeholders and, in particular, during the preparation of this three year strategy.  A key com-
mitment in the Strategy 2011-2014 is to increase tourism numbers to 8 million by 2015.  The 
Trade, Tourism and Investment Strategy of 2010 envisaged that this would result in an addi-
tional 15,000 jobs directly employed in tourism.  
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Earlier this year I set out on my Department’s website details of the progress that I and my 
Department have made since my appointment (http://www.dttas.ie/pressRelease.aspx?Id=503). 
I would also refer the Deputy to my reply to Question 704 on Tuesday, 9th October, 2012 in 
which I gave an update on progress on the Programme for Government commitments for which 
I have specific responsibility.  

18/10/2012WRA02050Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRA0210015. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view of 
the fact that the National Recovery Plan 2010 explicitly recognises the tourist industry as labour 
intensive, his plans to maximise job opportunities and foreign revenue earnings in the sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45127/12]

18/10/2012WRA0220047. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he and his Department have monitored trends and issues affecting the tourism 
sector in the current year; if he will set out the most salient issues affecting the industry, nega-
tively or positively; if he has in mind any particular or specific proposals to address the issues 
of competitiveness, costs or other issues with particular reference to maximising the number of 
jobs in the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45160/12]

18/10/2012WRA02300249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
likelihood of increased employment arising from expansion of business in the hotel and cater-
ing sector in the coming year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45521/12]

18/10/2012WRA02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 15, 47 and 249 together.  

The Government believes that Tourism and Hospitality is a key sector that will contribute 
to Ireland’s economic recovery.  Up to 180,000 people are employed in the industry and total 
tourism revenues in 2011 are estimated at €5.5 billion.  That is why - despite our enormous 
national financial difficulties - the Government continues to deploy a range of programmes and 
measures to support the sector and to enhance competitiveness and to maintain our marketing 
drive at home and overseas.  I remain in regular contact with major stakeholders in the tourism 
sector and am kept advised on trends and issues of concern to the industry.   

As demonstrated by last year’s Jobs Initiative and the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs 
2012, the Government recognises the vital contribution of tourism to employment.  The VAT 
reduction on a range of tourism services from 13.5% to 9% enhances the competitiveness of our 
tourism product and this lower rate of VAT will continue through 2013.  In addition, the Visa 
Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging markets to add Ireland to a trip to the 
UK, and the halving of employers’ PRSI for those on modest wages has significantly reduced 
the cost of employing people.  

The measures put in place to support tourism helped to contribute to growth of almost 8% 
in visitor numbers in 2011.  In addition, the CSO Quarterly National Household Survey shows 
that 6,300 more people were employed in accommodation and food services in the second quar-
ter of this year compared to the same quarter in 2011 and 10,600 more people compared to the 
first quarter in 2011. 

The Gathering Ireland 2013 has the potential to provide enhanced business opportunities 
and to give a further lift to growth next year.  A great deal of time and energy has been invested 
in putting structures and resources in place to give this ambitious initiative every chance of be-
ing successful.   
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18/10/2012WRA02450Penalty Point System

18/10/2012WRA0250016. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the time-frame set down by the North South Ministerial Council to harmonise penalty 
points on a cross border basis. [45139/12]

18/10/2012WRA0260040. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide a timeframe for the harmonisation of penalty points with Northern Ireland; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44948/12]

18/10/2012WRA0270051. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for the harmonisation of penalty points with Northern Ireland; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44938/12]

18/10/2012WRA02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 16, 40 and 51 together.  

The mutual recognition of penalty points between Ireland and Northern Ireland is being 
dealt with under the auspices of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC).  This work in-
volves the mutual recognition, rather than harmonisation, of certain road traffic offences, along 
with the penalty points associated with those offences in each jurisdiction.  Harmonisation 
would be a much more complex issue to address and is not envisaged at this time.

It was agreed at the NSMC Transport Sectoral meeting on 21 October 2011 that officials 
would work together to bring forward proposals for the introduction of the mutual recognition 
of penalty points for speeding, drink/drug driving, non-wearing of seatbelts and using a mobile 
phone while driving.  

The detailed timetable agreed at the North South Ministerial Council Meeting held on 5 
October 2012 includes the key milestones for the drafting, passage and enactment of parallel 
legislation, North and South, by 31 December 2014 to allow for the mutual recognition of pen-
alty points across the island of Ireland.

Steering and working groups, comprising of representatives of the relevant stakeholders in 
both jurisdictions, have been established to bring the required work forward and decide on how 
the necessary key deliverables will be achieved legislatively and operationally.  Both groups 
have met on a number of occasions to date.  

To achieve the December 2014 deadline, a significant volume of work will be required, 
including putting in place the necessary administrative arrangements and IT systems and agree-
ment on data sharing protocols and procedures.  In taking the work forward, complex issues 
need to be addressed by the two jurisdictions with a view to establishing a workable system 
which is perceived as proportionate and equitable and which attracts widespread public support 
throughout the island. 

Question No. 17 answered with Question No. 13.

18/10/2012WRA02950Insurance Costs

18/10/2012WRA0300018. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view 
of the importance of tourism, the steps he will take to ensure that tourists and others are given 
accurate quotes when booking rent a cars online particularly in relation to hidden insurance 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45116/12]
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18/10/2012WRA03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I wish to advise the Deputy that I have no regulatory or other function in relation to the 
car rental industry.  I am, however, concerned about issues that impact on the tourism sector in 
Ireland and am anxious that the relevant bodies should address these issues.  The Car Rental 
Council of Ireland is the representative trade organisation for the car rental industry in Ireland.  
From time to time, my Department raises matters with the Car Rental Council of Ireland in rela-
tion to the manner in which their member companies deal with tourists. 

The National Consumer Agency, which comes within the remit of the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation, is responsible for the enforcement of the Consumer Protection Act 
2007. That Act provides for the regulation of quotes or other communications by traders to con-
sumers relating to the price of goods and services, including car rentals.  Consumers who have 
been subject to misleading or unfair practices by car rental companies may make a complaint 
to the Agency.     

I am also informed by the NCA that under Article 22 of Directive 2011/83/EU on Consumer 
Rights, a trader must seek the express consent of the consumer to any extra payment in addition 
to the payment agreed upon for the trader’s main contractual obligation.  If this express consent 
is not obtained but has been inferred by using default options which the consumer is required to 
reject in order to avoid the additional payment, then the consumer shall be entitled to reimburse-
ment of this payment.  I understand that the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation intends 
to enact Regulations giving effect to Article 22 by the end of 2012 or in early 2013.   

18/10/2012WRA03150Road Network

18/10/2012WRA0320019. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is in a 
position to provide any further funding to advance a study to narrow the route corridor of the 
proposed N2 A5 motorway project in County Monaghan between Clontibret and Moy Bridge 
between now and the end of 2015. [45241/12]

18/10/2012WRA0330028. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is in a 
position to provide any further capital funding between now and 2016 to advance the N2 sec-
tion of the N2 A5 project, in particular that section of the project situated between Clontibret 
and Moy Bridge in County Monaghan. [45240/12]

18/10/2012WRA0340071. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will put in place a time frame to release funds as soon as possible for the continuation of 
works on the A5 which is now costing considerable amounts everyday due to it being held up. 
[45136/12]

18/10/2012WRA03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos.19, 28 and 71 together.

These questions relate to the N2 in the Republic of Ireland, in particular the section 
from Clontibret to the Northern Irish Border and the A5 in Northern Ireland.

As the Deputies will be aware, the previous Government gave a commitment to co-fund the 
construction of the A5 in Northern Ireland.  However, they made no provision to meet the costs 
of the A5 post-2012 in either the Four Year Plan or the Infrastructure Investment Priorities Plan 
2010 to 2016.  Given that STG£400 million sterling was due to fall between 2013 and 2016 and 
given the current state of the Exchequer, it was not feasible to provide this level of funding in 
the coming years. 
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Therefore, at the NSMC Plenary meeting, on 8th November 2011, Ministers noted that the 
provision of further funding by the Irish Government for the A5 road was being deferred but that 
the Irish Government will provide STG£25m per annum in 2015 and 2016 towards the project.  
At the subsequent June 2012 NSMC Plenary meeting, it was noted that the N.I. Executive had 
announced an investment package of major roads including two sections of the A5 project.  In 
addition, it was noted that the Irish Government remains committed to the completion of the co-
funded A5 project which is of strategic importance to the North West Region and the island as a 
whole, but that the Government is not in a position to make funding commitments for the period 
post-2016 in advance of its consideration of the next capital review framework.  The NSMC 
plenary approved a funding implementation plan for the A5 project to the end of 2016 which 
incorporated the STG£50m committed by the Irish Government.  The implementation of the 
project is a matter for the Northern Ireland Road Service.  With regard to the N2 from Clontibret 
to the Border section of the road, this is a matter for the National Roads Authority.  As Minister 
for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Given budgetary constraints the NRA will have to operate within the allocations set in the 
capital expenditure framework for the period to 2016.  Within its capital allocation, the assess-
ment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in ac-
cordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  Unfortunately funding limits mean that the Author-
ity will not be in a position to progress a range of projects over the next number of years.  In the 
case of this scheme, I understand that it is intended to bring to completion the Route Selection 
Phase later this year.  However, due to the reduced funding available to the Authority under the 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment Plan 2012-2016, the Authority intends to suspend the 
scheme once the Route Selection Phase is completed.  It is not expected that the NRA will be in 
a position to proceed to the Design Phase during the period to 2016. 

18/10/2012WRB00150Road Traffic Offences

18/10/2012WRB0020020. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to tackle drug driving; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45186/12]

18/10/2012WRB0030024. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport his views on drug driving; the measure he will take to tackle this issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44943/12]

18/10/2012WRB0040043. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on drug driving; the measures he will take to tackle this issue; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44940/12]

18/10/2012WRB00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 20, 24 and 43 together. 

These questions relate to drug driving.

Drug driving is a matter of great concern particularly as evidence suggests a growing preva-
lence of people driving under the influence of drugs in Ireland. In order to better inform our 
understanding of the drug driving problem and the options available to tackle it, I asked the 
Medical Bureau of Road Safety, earlier this year, to undertake a study on roadside drug testing 
and related matters.  The associated report and its recommendations were published yesterday 
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(17 October).

One of the main objectives of the study was to determine whether there are currently avail-
able any suitable devices, similar to breathalysers, that can detect and measure the level of drugs 
in a driver’s system.  The Bureau has advised that, while research in the area is continuing, oral 
fluid is emerging as the specimen of choice for use in roadside chemical drug testing devices.  
As a result, I have approved the establishment of a Working Group to consider the issues as-
sociated with introducing such devices.  I am advised that, while there is now the potential for 
a suitable roadside device to be used for the testing of a number of commonly used drugs, there 
is still no device available for the testing of all drugs.

In advance of any technological measures, I also propose to introduce impairment testing for 
use by An Garda Síochána in determining whether a driver is incapable, from intoxication, of 
having proper control of a vehicle.  This testing will consist of simple, physical, cognitive tests 
such as walking a straight line, tipping one’s nose or counting while standing on one leg.  In 
order to implement this measure, I intend amending a previously uncommenced provision of 
the 2010 Road Traffic Act for inclusion in the next Road Traffic Bill currently being prepared 
by my Department.

I will examine all the recommendations arising from the Bureau’s study and will support any 
measures aiming to enhance the detection and deterrence of drug driving in this country. 

18/10/2012WRB00550Public Sector Staff Issues

18/10/2012WRB0060021. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he is 
taking to deal with the fact that cuts to staffing and financial resources in the public sector will 
have a negative impact on tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45118/12]

18/10/2012WRB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In keeping with 
the reforms and economies that are taking place across the public sector, the tourism agen-
cies have reconfigured and prioritised the services they provide in order to ensure that the core 
services required of the tourism sector are delivered.  

Over the last year, Fáilte Ireland has merged with Dublin Tourism and is pursuing a merger 
with the tourism arm of Shannon Development. It has engaged with tourism groups, chambers 
of commerce and local authorities to deliver tourist information services, rationalised its prop-
erty requirements and where appropriate pursued shared services and activities with Tourism 
Ireland and other agencies.  

Tourism Ireland has also delivered the required efficiency savings for north-south bodies 
through better procurement and other efficiency programmes. Among the measures undertaken 
in this regard have been the renegotiation of a number of leases on Tourism Ireland’s overseas 
office network and the securing of better rates for the purchasing of advertising space. 

More broadly the Government is committed to supporting the tourist industry and last year’s 
Jobs Initiative and the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs 2012 recognised the vital contribu-
tion of tourism to employment, economic activity and foreign revenue earnings.  For example, 
the VAT reduction on a range of tourism services from 13.5% to 9% has enhanced the competi-
tiveness of our tourism product.  This lower VAT rate will be maintained until the end of 2013 
and represents a substantial resource commitment on the part of the Government.  Furthermore, 
the Government is funding the biggest ever tourism initiative “The Gathering Ireland 2013” 
through Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland which it is projected will deliver 325,000 extra visi-
tors next year.
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18/10/2012WRB00750Sports Capital Programme Applications

18/10/2012WRB0080022. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the sports capital programme; when he expects to be in a position to an-
nounce the outcome of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45026/12]

18/10/2012WRB0090045. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will pro-
vide an update on the sports capital programme; when he expects to be in a position to announce 
the outcome of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44957/12]

18/10/2012WRB0100046. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the sports capital programme; when he expects to be in a position to 
announce the outcome of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44949/12]

18/10/2012WRB0110082. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the sports capital programme; when he expects to be in a position to 
announce the outcome of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44941/12]

18/10/2012WRB01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 22, 45, 46 and 82 together. 

My Department has received over 2,170 applications for funding under the 2012 Sports 
Capital Programme.  This is the largest number of applications ever received under the Pro-
gramme (previous estimates of the number of applications received have been revised down-
wards as the assessment process has revealed issues such as duplicate forms submitted from the 
same applicants).

Departmental officials are processing all applications and this process will take some time 
due to the volume of applications received.  

I expect to be able to announce the list of successful applicants later this year.  All applicants 
will be informed of the outcome of their application at that stage.

  Question No. 23 answered with Question No. 13.

  Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 20.

18/10/2012WRB01450Taxi Regulations

18/10/2012WRB0150025. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans for 
the implementation of uniform decals for taxis. [45129/12]

18/10/2012WRB01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Action 31 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report in 2011 proposes the introduction of a 
distinctive branding on taxis and wheelchair accessible taxis by means of a semi-permanent de-
cal to be applied to the doors on either side of the vehicle, incorporating the umbrella ‘Transport 
for Ireland’ design. The aim of the branding is to provide greater recognition of taxis, promote 
greater professionalism of the industry and to reduce the potential for unlicensed vehicles to 
operate as taxis.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the taxi in-
dustry under the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003, and is also the lead agency with responsibility for 
implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011. 
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I understand that the NTA has already supplied information on its website concerning the 
taxi branding, which will be an application requirement for new vehicle licences and renewal of 
existing vehicle licences from January 2013, and that the NTA will notify the industry concern-
ing the authorised suppliers of the decal in due course.

  Questions Nos. 26 and 27 answered with Question No. 8.

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 19.

18/10/2012WRB01850Diaspora Centre Establishment

18/10/2012WRB0190029. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
given consideration to the development of a diaspora centre; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45027/12]

18/10/2012WRB0200064. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he has given consideration to the development of a national diaspora centre; the pos-
sible location of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44942/12]

18/10/2012WRB02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 29 and 64 together. 

There is significant potential for Irish tourism in the development of an appropriate centre 
focusing on the Irish diaspora. 

The Government’s Infrastructure and Capital Investment Framework 2012-2016, published 
in November 2011, includes a commitment of support for a Diaspora Centre or Diaspora Mu-
seum should a suitable project and partner be available.

Accordingly, I asked Fáilte Ireland to carry out a scoping study on the development of such 
a centre and the most suitable means by which it could be financed, developed and managed. 
A small group, under the chairmanship of broadcaster John Bowman, was set up to inform the 
terms of reference that will guide the scoping study.  That group’s work is complete and the 
tender documents for the study including the terms of reference will be available on the eTend-
ers website in the coming week. I look forward to reviewing the outcome of the scoping study 
which will inform future developments and next steps.

18/10/2012WRB02150Ports Development

18/10/2012WRB0220030. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
regarding the future of Rosslare Europort, County Wexford, and its future role within or other-
wise with Iarnród Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44944/12]

18/10/2012WRB02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Rosslare Europort 
is an important part of our commercial port network and the fourth largest port in the State in 
terms of total tonnage handled. In addition to its importance as a commercial freight port, it also 
serves as the State’s second biggest passenger port after Dublin. Clearly therefore the port has 
functions of a national significance in terms of trade facilitation as well as a tourist gateway to 
the south-east and beyond.

As you are aware, I am currently finalising a review of national ports policy. In that context, 
my Department has just launched a tendering process in regard to a strategic review of the cur-



Questions - Written Answers

490

rent and future role of Rosslare within the context of national ports policy.

I look forward to the completion of this important work which will provide recommenda-
tions as regards the optimal operational arrangements for the port.

  Question No. 31 answered with Question No. 9.

18/10/2012WRC00200Sports Funding

18/10/2012WRC0030032. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the appropriate level of State funding for sports; his further views on whether it should be 
set at a particular percentage of gross national product; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45196/12]

18/10/2012WRC00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The current fi-
nancial and economic crisis is having a major impact on public spending across all sectors of 
society and spending on sport is no different. Several European countries have measured the 
economic importance of sport but each country adopted different definitions of sport, and used 
different methodologies, and consequently the results were non-comparable. However, there 
is growing evidence that sport makes a significant contribution to the economy and is an im-
portant driver of growth and employment, while also ensuring social cohesion and well-being. 
According to a recent EU-wide study, sport accounts for 1.76% of overall gross value added in 
the EU. When multiplier effects are taken into account, the share of sport is 2.98% of overall 
gross value added in the EU.

However, I do not believe relating sports funding to either overall gross national product, or 
the sub-section of same relating to sports activity is the appropriate mechanism to set the level 
of state funding for sports.

More broadly, an EU Commission study on the financing of grassroots sports in the EU 
found that financial constraints in the public sector, demographic change and a lack of solidar-
ity between the top and the bottom of the sporting pyramid created a challenging environment 
for grassroots sport in the future. The study expected a downward trend in revenue from house-
holds and private companies (sponsorships, donations) in the short term, and a strong decrease 
in national budgets for sport.  Because of this downward trend it is important that we create the 
environment which enables sport to generate its own revenues while at the same time funding 
sport to the appropriate level that the prevailing economic conditions allow.

18/10/2012WRC00500Harbour Authorities Expenditure

18/10/2012WRC0060033. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
regarding the overpayment of expenses to a person (details supplied) by the Dun Laoghaire 
Harbour Company, if he will confirm the amount the person was overpaid and if this money 
has been returned to the Harbour Company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45199/12]

18/10/2012WRC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have previously 
responded to questions from the deputy on this matter, on 12 January 2012 and on 14 December 
and 29 September 2011.

The Deputy is aware that the Company arranged for an external audit of various allegations 
published in the national press, including that of alleged overpayment of expenses, and that this 
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review found those allegations were false. A copy of that audit review was sent to the Deputy 
and also laid before the Houses for information.

Notwithstanding the false nature of the allegations, I informed the Deputy in previous re-
plies on the matter that it was my understanding from the Company that agreement had been 
reached with the individual in question regarding the repayment of certain flight expenses.

I understand that the Company is engaged in on-going correspondence regarding the matter 
with the individual who, since June of this year, is no longer a director of the Company.

18/10/2012WRC00800Driving Licence Issues

18/10/2012WRC0090034. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is satisfied 
with the current licensing criteria which allows learner drivers to drive a vehicle on the public 
road for the first time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44951/12]

18/10/2012WRC01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The process has 
begun of introducing a Graduated Driver Licensing System (GDLS) for Ireland, which is a 
stepped approach to driver learning which focuses on the acquisition of skills and experience 
rather than simply passing a test.  There are nine components to this System, including for 
example compulsory lessons for learners, lower blood alcohol limits, and a new category of 
novice driver for those recently qualified for a full licence.  Some have already been brought 
into force, and the others will follow.

The nine measures in question were chosen as being the most appropriate for an Irish con-
text following extensive study and consultation by the Road Safety Authority.  The option of 
asking learner car drivers to undertake some form of lessons or experience before going on the 
road was not chosen as part of the system, although such rules do now apply, as part of GDLS, 
for learner motorcyclists.

In my view, GDLS is a major step forward in the driver learning process and has the po-
tential to make an important contribution to safety on our roads.  I remain open however to 
consider in future whether the measures amounting to GDLS need to be extended or enhanced 
in the light of experience.

18/10/2012WRC01100Dublin Bus Services

18/10/2012WRC0120035. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to improve the current Leap card system to make it more user friendly and efficient 
when using bus services. [45134/12]

18/10/2012WRC01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility to 
develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing Leap Card sys-
tem in the Greater Dublin Area became a function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
with effect from 30th September 2010.

Noting this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
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18/10/2012WRC01400Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRC0150036. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has a strategy to help incentivise and promote careers in the hospitality and catering sectors; 
his views on whether in the previous decade these areas were not promoted enough as viable 
and lucrative career options for young persons here; if his attention has been drawn to the im-
portance of having a strong complement of native Irish workers in the hospitality and catering 
sectors, particularly in frontline positions; if his further attention has been drawn to the fact that 
such careers are particularly important in peripheral and rural areas where other career options 
may be limited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44961/12]

18/10/2012WRC01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am acutely aware 
of the importance of the tourism and hospitality sector in providing job opportunities across the 
country for our young people.  The measures put in place to support tourism in last year’s Jobs 
Initiative and the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs 2012 helped to contribute to growth of 
almost 8% in visitor numbers in 2011.  In addition, the CSO Quarterly National Household Sur-
vey shows that 6,300 more people were employed in accommodation and food services in the 
second quarter of this year compared to the same quarter in 2011 (6,400 seasonally adjusted) 
and 10,600 more people compared to the first quarter in 2011 (10,500 seasonally adjusted). 

In order to develop training structures for the tourism and hospitality sector, Fáilte Ireland, 
in conjunction with the Institutes of Technology, has an agreed strategy for provision of Hos-
pitality and Tourism Programmes.  This agreement provides a sustainable supply of “industry-
ready” people to the Irish tourism industry over the medium term and across the country.  A 
critical aspect of that collaboration is that Fáilte Ireland has sought and achieved the provision 
of improved training and career prospects for new entrants.  New apprenticeship style models 
have been developed and put in place across the country together with an accelerated training 
programme for chefs and restaurant service. 

As part of its strategy, Fáilte Ireland has championed the ‘earn and learn’ approach as the 
most effective way forward whereby individuals are provided with access to accredited train-
ing on campus on a part-time basis while also learning on the job. Young persons considering 
a career in the tourism and hospitality sector can access information on courses and careers on 
the Fáilte Ireland website www.picktourism.ie.

18/10/2012WRC01700Ports Development

18/10/2012WRC0180037. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects to publish the revised ports policy; if he will elaborate on the main themes which will 
feature in the document; if he will outline the role which the Port of Cork will have under the 
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44935/12]

18/10/2012WRC01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The review of na-
tional ports policy is currently at a very advanced stage and I expect that it will be completed 
very shortly.

I have previously stated my view that the existing policy requires revision to ensure that 
all of our ports are provided with an appropriate development framework, reflective of their 
particular circumstances as well as their current role and future potential from a national freight 
facilitation perspective. The new policy will therefore seek to provide all of our ports with a 
policy framework that will allow for their future development in a manner that best suits their 
individual circumstances.
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The Port of Cork handles approximately 19% of all seaborne trade in the State and offers 
services in both the unitised and bulk market sectors. It is clearly therefore an integral part of 
our commercial port network and an important facilitator of trade from both a national and re-
gional perspective. This will be recognised within the new ports policy.

18/10/2012WRC02000Road Network

18/10/2012WRC0210038. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether the planned New Ross bypass is the best use of taxpayer money in view of the fact 
that an inner relief bridge would, at a fraction of the cost, resolve the traffic problems in the 
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45206/12]

18/10/2012WRC02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/10/2012WRC02300EU Funding

18/10/2012WRC0240039. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his Department have made any applications for Ten-T funding; and if so, for which projects. 
[45140/12]

18/10/2012WRC02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has not applied nor has it plans to apply for funding under the current TENT Programme (2007-
2013). Rather its role is not as project promoter for TENT projects per se.  It does however 
disseminate information and encourage agencies and transport stakeholders to apply for fund-
ing. All TENT applications are automatically routed through a Government Department - usu-
ally mine in the case of Transport-related applications - to ensure policy fit and as a legal re-
quirement for a TENT project on the territory of a Member State.

As I stated in reply to a written PQ (44832 /12) on TENT on Tuesday last, a number of State 
agencies have sought and been approved funding since the programme commenced in 2007 (a 
list was provided in the aforementioned PQ). The largest of these is the DART Underground / 
Dublin Interconnector project for which EU funding of €10m was approved towards the design 
and development process, geotechnical investigations and various surveys and studies. The 
most recent successful application for funding is the ESB who recently secured over €2m for an 
e-Cars study on the island of Ireland.

As for future plans, my Department and agencies continue to monitor calls for proposals 
under the TENT programme.  Commission officials recently met with the National Transport 
Authority to discuss how best to access funding from TENT in light of the constraints on Ex-
chequer investment in transport. Based on what emerges from the next Annual and Multi-annu-
al call for proposals - due later in the year, I would hope to see some new applications coming 
forward.
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  Question No. 40 answered with Question No. 16.

  Question No. 41 answered with Question No. 9.

18/10/2012WRC02800State Airports

18/10/2012WRC0290042. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
work he is undertaking to ensure that no more US military personnel or war machinery pass 
through Irish airports. [45137/12]

18/10/2012WRC03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of 
landing and overflight facilities at Shannon Airport in respect of aircraft transporting US mili-
tary personnel and equipment is a long-standing arrangement that has been continuously in 
place under successive Governments for over 60 years. There are no plans to change this.

The majority of US troops transiting Shannon are carried on commercial/civil aircraft. Any 
civil aircraft carrying weapons or munitions of war that is either landing in, or overflying, Ire-
land must have a permit issued by me.  Permission for military aircraft landing or overflying 
Ireland is the responsibility of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 20.

18/10/2012WRD00150Sporting Organisations

18/10/2012WRD0020044. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
regarding the use of alcohol sponsorship by sporting organisations; his views on whether the 
phasing out of this sponsorship will have a negative impact on sporting organisations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44947/12]

18/10/2012WRD0030070. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether sponsorship of sporting events by alcoholic drinks companies should be 
subject to the same restrictions as tobacco sponsorship; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45191/12]

18/10/2012WRD00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 44 and 70 together.

I fully support the central aim of the National Substance Misuse Strategy in reducing the 
level of alcohol consumption and binge drinking in Ireland. However, I also recognise that 
moderate and responsible alcohol consumption is not harmful and that there is no case for de 
normalising alcohol consumption it in the way that was appropriate for tobacco. Any measures 
introduced should be evidence based, effective and proportionate, and should have regard to the 
potential downsides that may occur.

A legislative ban on sponsorship would have negative consequences for sport and tour-
ism.  There are huge economic, social and health benefits accruing from sport.  From a health 
perspective alone, there are clearly significant benefits for individuals and for our health system 
in maintaining and increasing participation levels in sport. One of the goals of my Depart-
ment is to contribute to a healthier and more active society by promoting sports participation.  
However, it is important that funding is available to sports organisations to ensure that sport is 
maintained at grassroots level so that as many people as possible can participate.
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Also, it is my view that sport plays an important role in diverting young people away from 
alcohol. The financial support provided through sponsorship is integral to the availability of 
sport at grassroots level and I am concerned that placing constraints on the sporting organisa-
tions by eliminating the alcohol industry as a source of sponsorship will have a negative impact 
on the development and availability of sport, particularly in the current economic climate.  

Furthermore, it must be recognised that many of the major sporting events in which Irish 
teams compete are international events and are directly or indirectly broadcast into the state by 
foreign broadcasters. Were Ireland to ban alcohol sponsorship, the only effect would be to ex-
clude the Irish sporting organisation from sponsorship money while the advertising occurred 
anyway. I also note that Britain, having recognised the failure of the ‘Loi Evin’ in France to 
reduce alcohol consumption by young people, decided not to ban alcohol sponsorship of sport 
for evidence based reasons.

My Department has engaged with the Department of Health with regard to proposals which 
that Department is bringing forward. 

Questions Nos. 45 and 46 answered with Question No. 22.

Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 15.

18/10/2012WRD00650Sale of Aer Lingus

18/10/2012WRD0070048. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his inten-
tions regarding the State’s holding in Aer Lingus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45177/12]

18/10/2012WRD00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s 
question relates to the State’s shareholding in Aer Lingus.

As the Deputy is aware the State’s shareholding in Aer Lingus is one of the assets included 
in the State Asset’s Disposal Programme.  The Steering Group established to implement the 
Government Decision on the sale of the shareholding is chaired by my Department and com-
prises representatives from the Department of Finance, the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and NewERA.

The Steering Group is considering the options for the sale of the State’s shareholding and 
the optimum timing of a sale. 

18/10/2012WRD00850Sports Funding

18/10/2012WRD0090049. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view 
of the recent success of Special Olympics Ireland, his plans to assist the organisation to develop 
at local and regional level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45119/12]

18/10/2012WRD01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Sports 
Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
promotion, development and co-ordination of sport, including the allocation of funding to Na-
tional Governing Bodies of Sport.

The provision of assistance for the further development of Special Olympics Ireland is a 
matter for the Irish Sports Council. I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for direct re-
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ply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.   

18/10/2012WRD01050Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRD0110050. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport hav-
ing regard to the reduced detail and frequency with which tourism statistics are published by 
the Central Statistics Office, if his attention has been drawn to the importance of reliable and 
frequent data for policy purposes and also for the various agencies with regard to operational 
management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45123/12]

18/10/2012WRD01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Timely, reliable 
tourism statistics are recognised in Government strategies as essential for measuring on-going 
performance and informing both the operations of the tourism agencies and overarching Gov-
ernment policies and actions.  My officials and I have regular and constructive engagement 
with the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and the tourism agencies in relation to data on tourism 
performance.

Official tourism statistics are published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ireland’s 
independent national statistical agency and an office of the Department of the Taoiseach, which 
is responsible for the collection, compilation, extraction and dissemination for statistical pur-
poses of information relating to economic, social and general activities and conditions in the 
State.  Under the Statistics Act 1993, the CSO is statutorily independent in respect of its func-
tions.  The CSO publishes official statistics on tourism in three releases based on different sur-
veys.  “Overseas Travel” reports on the number of overseas trips, both inbound and outbound.  
“Tourism and Travel” reports on international travel including expenditure, purpose of visit and 
overnight stays, in addition to overseas trip numbers. The “Household Travel Survey” reports 
on Irish households’ travel and tourism, both at home and overseas, and includes details on 
expenditure, purpose of trip and overnight stays.

In addition to using the CSO statistics, the tourism agencies also conduct their own analy-
ses of tourism performance and further research to provide supplementary information and 
insights.  This includes a range of tourism surveys conducted by Fáilte Ireland (including the 
Survey of Overseas Travellers and the Visitor Attitudes Survey) which give further detail on 
aspects such as visitors’ motivation for holidaying in Ireland, activities undertaken, destinations 
visited and accommodation used.  Given the differing demands of agencies, policymakers and 
industry, and the balance required between quality, standardisation, frequency and relevance 
of statistics, it is appropriate to use a range of data sources such as these, as well as the official 
CSO data.

Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 16.

18/10/2012WRD01350Tourism Promotion

18/10/2012WRD0140052. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
has taken to enhance and promote cultural and eco tourism; his plans to increase investment in 
this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45126/12]

18/10/2012WRD01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The development 
of specific sectors of the tourism industry is primarily an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.   
For further information, I have referred the Deputy’s Question to the agency for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply from the agency within ten work-
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ing days.

18/10/2012WRD01550National Roads Authority

18/10/2012WRD0160053. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide full details of the terms of the eight contracts in operation between the National 
Roads Authority and road toll operators or PPP concessionaires agreed under the Roads Acts 
1993-2007, with particular reference to traffic guarantee mechanisms; the formula used to de-
termine the agreed traffic rates under which payments are made from the Exchequer to the 
operators of the Limerick Tunnel PPP and the M3 Clonee-Kells PPP; the amounts of money 
paid to these operators to date; the amount expected to be paid over the next two years; the next 
available opportunity to renegotiate these contracts; the agreed average daily traffic level on the 
remaining six projects at which the State will benefit from a revenue share arrangement; if that 
level has been exceeded on any of the six projects yet; the total revenue taken to date under this 
agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45197/12]

18/10/2012WRD01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme. The implementation of individual national road schemes, 
including Public Private Partnership projects, is a matter for the National Roads Authority in 
accordance with the Roads Acts 1993-2007.

In particular, the statutory power to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and 
to enter into toll agreements with private investors in respect of national roads is vested in the 
NRA under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 
2000 and the Roads Act 2007).

The contracts for the privately-operated toll schemes are commercial agreements between 
the NRA and the Public Private Partnership (PPP) concessionaires concerned. There are eight 
such contracts in total with two incorporating a traffic guarantee mechanism.

As the operation of these contracts is a matter for the NRA, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Authority for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

18/10/2012WRD01750Air Services Provision

18/10/2012WRD0180054. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
develop and publish an aviation policy for the State, setting out a clear vision for the devel-
opment of this sector over the coming decade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45208/12]

18/10/2012WRD0190060. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
develop and publish an aviation policy for the State, setting out a clear vision for the develop-
ment of this sector over the coming decade; if Cork Airport will be a central component to this 
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44936/12]

18/10/2012WRD0200068. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, in the 
event of a new national aviation policy being prepared, he will consider the status and regula-
tion of small local airfields and local flying activity which has an impact on local businesses and 
residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45209/12]
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18/10/2012WRD02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 54, 60 and 68 together. 

These questions relate to the development of a new civil aviation policy. 

The primary aim of our aviation policy at present as set out in my Department’s Statement 
of Strategy 2011-2014 is to ensure that the sector supports Ireland’s economic and social goals 
in a safe, competitive, cost-effective and sustainable manner and to ensure maximum connec-
tivity for Ireland with the rest of the world.

Given the critical importance of the sector to the economy, I have decided to launch a review 
process for the development of a new civil aviation policy for Ireland. To this end I have invited 
representatives from all stakeholders to attend a one day conference on 3 December 2012 to 
launch this process. I expect to have this process concluded and the new civil aviation policy 
published by the end of 2013.

Cork airport is an important part of Ireland’s civil aviation infrastructure and this will be 
taken account of as part of the review process. The Government has already decided that the 
future of Cork airport is best safeguarded by it remaining for the present as part of the DAA.

With regard to general aviation (private flights etc.), these matters are regulated by the Irish 
Aviation Authority and at present, I have no plans to alter the current arrangements for regu-
latory oversight of this sector. However, these matters will be considered within the aviation 
policy review and I would welcome the Deputy’s views on this matter.

18/10/2012WRD02150Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRD0220055. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
plans he has to redress the east west imbalance in tourism development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45117/12]

18/10/2012WRD02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government 
recognises that tourism is very important to all regions of Ireland. It generates total revenue 
of the order of €5.5 billion and employs an estimated 180,000, spread throughout the coun-
try.  The Government has taken measures to assist the tourism sector generally, including re-
ductions in VAT and employers’ PRSI,  the National Internship Scheme and the short term visa 
waiver programme.  

The necessary structures and staffing to deliver “The Gathering Ireland 2013” initiative are 
also being put in place, which I expect will have a major impact in the Western regions.

Fáilte Ireland is supporting a range of tourism capital investment projects in the West in-
cluding the Great Western Greenway in Co. Mayo, the Sliabh Liag cliffs project in Done-
gal, the Wetlands Eco Park in Tralee, Mizen Head Bridge and the re-development of King 
John’s Castle in Limerick.  The Wild Atlantic Way, which is currently being developed, will 
provide a tourist route from Cork to Donegal.  Festivals and events in the western half of the 
country such as the Volvo Ocean race, Galway Arts Festival and the Rose of Tralee also benefit 
from funding.    The wide variety of business supports provided by Fáilte Ireland, such as train-
ing, sales and marketing, web enablement, and quality and standards are widely available to 
tourism enterprises in the regions.

Tourism Ireland works with the airports and airlines to enhance access and increase tour-
ist numbers.  They will be launching their marketing plans for 2013 towards the end of the 
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year and will detail how they plan to grow overseas tourism for Ireland, including the Western 
regions, next year and in the years ahead.

18/10/2012WRE00150Public Transport Provision

18/10/2012WRE0020056. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
Irish Rail was invited to tender for the new ten year contract for the operation of the Luas sys-
tem; if he will indicate if he gave an instruction or directive to Irish Rail on this matter; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45094/12]

18/10/2012WRE00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility for 
the award of the contract for the operation of Luas rests with the National Transport Authority 
(NTA). I understand from the NTA that the current contract expires in September 2014 and that 
it expects to advertise a notice for the 2014 Luas Operations Contact in the Official Journal of 
the European Union shortly. I have given no instruction or directive to Irish Rail in relation to 
this matter.

18/10/2012WRE00350Road Safety Strategy

18/10/2012WRE0040057. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will publish the Road Safety Strategy 2013 - 2020; if funding has been secured for the strategy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44946/12]

18/10/2012WRE00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) is currently preparing the next Road Safety Strategy, covering the period 
2013 to 2020.  In preparing the Strategy, the Authority is consulting widely with all relevant 
stakeholders.  The RSA will liaise closely with my Department during the drafting process 
and I expect that the Strategy will be finalised in the coming weeks.  When I have received 
and approved the Strategy, I propose to bring it to Government for consideration and it will be 
published soon after.  As heretofore, it is expected that the new Strategy will identify the lead 
agency responsible for the implementation for each of the actions outlined.  I expect that the 
agencies coming under the remit of my Department, such as the RSA and the Medical Bureau 
of Road Safety, will fund the implementation of the actions for which they have responsibil-
ity.  The funding of actions by other Departments and their agencies will be a matter for those 
Departments.

Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 9.

18/10/2012WRE00650Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRE0070059. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the recent report from the Irish Hotels Federation which indicated that hotels here are 
carrying a total debt of €6.7bn; his views on the need for hotels here to attract new investment 
and the proposal contained within the report for a limited form of tax relief to attract such in-
vestment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45193/12]

18/10/2012WRE00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have noted the 
recent publication of the report “Proposals to Restore Financial Sustainability to the Irish Hotel 
Industry” by the Irish Hotels Federation and I was the closing speaker at the Irish Hotel Invest-
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ment Conference on Tuesday of this week at which the report was discussed. The conference 
was a welcome development as it examined a range of mechanisms to restore financial stability 
and a strong equity base to the hotel sector.

The Ahearne report addresses issues of major significance to the future of the hotel sector 
and I will be reviewing the report and its recommendations in consultation with the tourism 
agencies over the coming weeks. The three recommendations put forward to address current 
issues of overcapacity and overleveraging in the hotel sector involve either tax breaks or use 
of the National Pension Reserve Fund and, as such, have clear financial implications for the 
Government finances. They are matters that fall to be considered primarily by the Minister for 
Finance.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 54.

18/10/2012WRE00950Legislative Programme

18/10/2012WRE0100061. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the Road Traffic Bill will be published; if he will outline the proposed heads of the Bill; 
if he will confirm that the new Bill will facilitate the introduction of preliminary drug driver 
testing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45095/12]

18/10/2012WRE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Traf-
fic Bill 2012 is currently being prepared in my Department and I expect to bring the General 
Scheme of the Bill to Government in the very near future.  Once the General Scheme is ap-
proved by Government, it is referred to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for formal 
drafting.  It is intended that the Bill will provide for amendments to a number of existing 
provisions such as the impairment testing of drivers under the 2010 Act, changes to the pen-
alty points system and some Graduated Driving Licence provisions. In consideration of these 
matters, I have consulted with the Joint Committee on Transport and Communications over the 
past year and it is intended to incorporate their views to a large extent in the General Scheme. 
In relation to drug testing, I refer the Deputy to my answer to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 20, 
24 and 43 today.  I expect that the Bill will be ready for publication at the end of this year or 
very early in the New Year.  

18/10/2012WRE01150Airport Development Projects

18/10/2012WRE0120062. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his view 
on whether aviation leasing is a sector in which there is considerable potential for growth here; 
if so, the way he proposes to take advantage of this; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44937/12]

18/10/2012WRE01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland has achieved 
a leading global position in the aviation leasing business sector. Fourteen of the thirty largest 
lessors globally, including nine of the top ten global operators, are based in Ireland and fifty 
percent of the world’s commercial aircraft fleet is managed from Ireland, representing €83bn 
in assets.  The Government is committed to helping the sector achieve further growth and will 
continue to work in close collaboration with the industry to ensure that its full potential can be 
exploited and that Ireland retains its pre-eminent global position in this sector.

Ireland was one of the first signatories to the Capetown Convention which is aimed at facili-
tating the financing of mobile assets, particularly aircraft, and the international registry of mo-
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bile assets established under the Convention is operated out of Dublin.  A number of tax initia-
tives have also been introduced in recent budgets aimed at supporting the leasing and aviation 
finance industries.  The Government will continue to actively engage with the sector and I will 
have a direct opportunity to do so at a Conference I am facilitating on 3 December to launch a 
review process for the development of a new civil aviation policy for Ireland. Many representa-
tives from the leasing industry have been invited to attend and I look forward to discussing with 
them how the Government can best support continued growth in the industry in Ireland.

Question No. 63 answered with No. 13.

Question No. 64 answered with No. 29.

18/10/2012WRE01550Credit Availability

18/10/2012WRE0160065. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he is taking to help taxi drivers source credit for upgrades to their vehicles in the interest 
of public safety. [45130/12]

18/10/2012WRE01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the 
taxi industry under the Taxi Regulation Act, 2003, and is also the lead agency with responsibil-
ity for implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report.  The 
recommendations contained in the Taxi Regulation Review Report, including those relating to 
improving vehicle standards, reflect the agreement of the Review Group following an extensive 
consultation process involving the taxi industry and the public at large. The thrust of the reforms 
outlined in the Review Report will mean better services for consumers and improvements to the 
operating environment for taxi drivers generally. Any compliance burden impact will be offset 
by the benefits to taxi operators and to consumers of a better regulated and safer taxi sector.

The Group did not make any proposals relating to measures to help taxi drivers source 
credit for upgrades to vehicles. However the review group proposed, following a consultation 
process with the sector by the NTA, to allow vehicles licensed before 2009 to ply their trade for 
up to fourteen years subject to a twice yearly NCT test. This will allow some time for vehicle 
owners and drivers to adjust to the new regime.

18/10/2012WRE01750Harbour Authorities Membership

18/10/2012WRE0180066. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
launch an independent investigation into the event of February 2010 when a dinner took place 
in the Royal Marine Hotel hosted by the Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company chief executive of-
ficer and if he will confirm how this event was paid for; the amount this event cost; if he will 
provide a breakdown of what the costs were for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45204/12]

18/10/2012WRE01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand from 
the Company’s Chief Executive Officer that he is not aware of any such dinner occurring in 
February 2010. If the Deputy can provide further details on the matter, I will follow up with 
him.
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18/10/2012WRE01950Road Network

18/10/2012WRE0200067. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details on the need for a bypass of Adare, County Limerick; the progress that has 
been made on this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44960/12]

18/10/2012WRE02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

       Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 54.

Cycling Facilities

18/10/2012WRF0030069. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to improve the urban cycling experience in cities and urban areas throughout the country; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45188/12]

18/10/2012WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Government set out its commitment to invest in the National Cycle Policy in the 
Programme for Government.  The greatest increase in cycling numbers will occur within urban 
areas as these trips are usually of a distance which lend themselves to cycling.  My Department 
has taken a two-pronged approach to include investment and promotion to improving cycling.  
My Department works with the National Transport Authority (NTA) which provides funds to 
local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area and regional cities, while my Department provides 
direct funding to the other towns.

In addition to NTA funding, this year my Department announced investment in sustainable 
transport of €65 million over the next 5 years, the majority of which will be invested in cities 
and towns around the country under the Smarter Travel Areas and Active Travel Towns pro-
grammes. Cycling infrastructure and the promotion of cycling are key elements of each of these 
programmes.  Funding is also being made available for the development of the National Cycle 
Network, to improve urban, interurban and rural cycling facilities.

The NTA has published a comprehensive design manual for the provision of cycle routes 
which is available at www.cyclemanual.ie.  Dissemination of best practice and facilitation of 
appropriate cycle infrastructure design training are also key roles of the Smarter Travel Local 
Authority Network developed by my Department.  My Department and the NTA are also com-
mitted to expanding the very successful Dublin Bikes scheme and to introduce similar schemes 
in regional cites.

Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 44.

  Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 19.
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Light Rail Project

18/10/2012WRF0070072. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress that has been made on the LUAS BXD development [45133/12]

18/10/2012WRF0080075. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects construction on LUAS BXD to commence; when he expects the project to be conclud-
ed; the measures he will take to ensure that the impact on traders is minimised to the greatest 
extent possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44939/12]

18/10/2012WRF0090085. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
work on the construction of the LUAS BXD project will commence and conclude; if he will 
outline the measures he has taken to ensure that disruption to businesses is kept to a minimum 
during the lifetime of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45064/12]

18/10/2012WRF01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 72, 75 and 85 together.

Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) on 1st   December 
2009, the provision of infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), such as LUAS 
BXD, now comes under the remit of the NTA.  Luas BXD to Broombridge was designed to 
be a key element in an overall  integrated transport network for Dublin.  It will create a Luas 
network by joining  the Luas Red and Green Lines and will also link with rail services from 
Maynooth and Dunboyne and with existing Quality Bus schemes which enter or cross Dublin 
City Centre.  It will also, in time, interchange with future key projects such as Dart Under-
ground and Metro North.  The project has been prioritised under the Governments’s 5-year 
capital plan - Infrastructure & Capital Investment Programme 2012-2016 - Medium Term Ex-
chequer Framework -   which was published in November 2011. Funding has been included in 
my Department’s capital allocation to 2016 to cover the cost of commencing the main construc-
tion works in 2015 and for  pre-construction enabling works in 2013 and 2014.  Construction is 
expected to take 4 years.

An Bórd Pleanála gave approval to the project on 2nd   August 2012 and, following the 
statutory 8-week appeal period, the railway order (RO) is now operational. I understand that 
the business case for the project is now being updated by the RPA having regard to conditions 
attached to the RO and other information updates.  There has been extensive engagement be-
tween the Railway Procurement Agency (RPA) and both Dublin City Council (DCC) and Dub-
lin Bus aimed at minimising the construction impacts of Luas BXD on all road users, including 
pedestrians, and on businesses in the city centre area.  The ongoing engagement between the 
relevant agencies on these important issues, which now also includes the NTA, will intensify 
both prior to and during the construction of the project.

Harbour Authorities Appointments

18/10/2012WRF0110073. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
confirm the policy for filling vacant positions in semi state agencies; if Dun Laoghaire Harbour 
Company is subject to this policy; if he will confirm that the said harbour company has always 
recruited according to this policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45205/12]

18/10/2012WRF01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 37 of the 
Harbours Acts requires the commercial State port companies to employ a harbourmaster and 
such and so many employees as it considers to be necessary for the due performance of its func-
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tions. Therefore, the recruitment of staff is an operational matter for the individual companies 
and consequently, one in which I have no function.  The only exception to this is the appoint-
ment of a chief executive officers which, under Section 35 of the Harbours Acts, is subject to 
my consent. The recruitment of such individuals remains a matter for the Company’s board of 
directors.

Ferry Services Provision

18/10/2012WRF0130074. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the steps he is taking to ensure the continued operation of the Greencastle-Magilligan Ferry. 
[45135/12]

18/10/2012WRF01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Neither my De-
partment nor any of its agencies has any function in respect of, or finance for, the provision or 
subsidisation of ferry services on this or any other route.  The Lough Foyle Ferry Company Ltd 
was initiated by Donegal County Council in conjunction with Limavady Borough Council in 
2002 through the establishment of a commercial ferry service between Greencastle, Co. Done-
gal and Magilligan, Co. Derry.  Donegal County Council under the remit of the Department of 
Environment Community and Local Government along with the UK authorities provides sup-
port for ferry services on Lough Foyle.  I believe my colleague, the Minister for Environment, 
Community and Local Government has in the past raised this issue, through the North South 
Ministerial Council, with Mr. Danny Kennedy, MLA, Minister for Regional Development in 
Northern Ireland.

  Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 72.

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 8.

  Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 7.

Swimming Pool Projects

18/10/2012WRF0180078. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the current status of the local authority swimming pools project; if he 
will outline the total spend to date on the projects; the location of new pools; the status of the 
project in County Kildare including completed pools, pools under construction or redevelop-
ment and planned pools; if any specific consideration has been given to a pool in the Leixlip 
area, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45108/12]

18/10/2012WRF01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport  (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Under the current round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme, grant aid 
to a maximum of €3.8m is provided to Local Authorities, towards the capital cost of new swim-
ming pools or the refurbishment of existing pools.  Under the Guidelines there are four princi-
pal stages in a swimming pool project following the submission of a feasibility study.  These, 
in order of progress, are: Preliminary Report; Contract Documents; Tender and Construction.  
Grant-aid is allocated only when tenders have been approved for the project and is capped at 
the time of allocation.

Under the current round of the programme 46 projects have been completed and opened to 
the public, and 12 other projects are at various other stages of development.  Total expenditure 
to date has amounted to over €157m million and this includes expenditure under the special ini-
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tiative for energy upgrades/enhanced disabled access.  The current round of the Local Authority 
Swimming Pool Programme was closed to new applicants on 31 July 2000 and no application 
was made in respect of a public swimming pool for Leixlip before that date.  No decision has 
been taken on the timing of a new round of the programme. If the programme re-opens it would 
be open to each Local Authority, including Kildare County Council on behalf of Leixlip, to 
submit an application under the terms that will apply. Information on progress to date under the 
Programme is outlined in the table below.

PROJECTS COMPLETED (46)

2000 (3)

 1.      Arklow (Refurbish) – official opening January 2000
  2.      Enniscorthy (New) – official opening January 2000
  3.      Navan (New) – official opening August 2000
 2001 (2)
  4.   Courtown/Gorey (New) – opened October 2001
  5.      Wicklow (New) – (Sept 99) official opening June 2001
 2002 (2)
  6.   Dundalk (New) – official opening March 2002
  7.      Roscommon (Refurbish) – official opening April 2002
2003 (3)
  8.   Ennis (New) – official opening September 2003
  9.      AquaDome, Tralee (Refurbish) – opened 2003
  10.  Ballinasloe (Replace) – official opening October 2003
2004 (4)
  11. Finglas, Dublin (Replace) – opened April 04
  12. Grove Island, Limerick (New) – opened June 04 
  13.  Sports and Leisure Centre, Tralee (Refurbish) – opened July 04
  14.  Clonmel (Refurbish) – opened December 04
2005 (3)
  15. Churchfield, Cork City (Refurbish) – official opening June 05
  16.  Ballymun, Dublin City (Replace) – opened June 05
  17.  Tuam, Co Galway (Replace) – opened Sept 05
2006 (6)
  18. Drogheda, Co Louth (Replace) –opened May 2006
  19.  Monaghan town (Replace) – opened 19 August 2006
  20.  Cobh, Co Cork (Replace) – opened 30 August 2006
  21.  Youghal, Co Cork (New) – opened 18 September 2006
  22.  Jobstown, South County Dublin (New) – opened 13 November 2006
  23.  Monaghan (Refurbish) – re-entered programme for replacement
2007(8)
  24.  Ballybunion, Co Kerry (New) – June 2007
  25.  Birr, Co. Offaly (Refurbish) – opened 7 July 2007
  26.  Letterkenny, Co. Donegal (Replace) – opened 9 July 2007
  27.  Askeaton, Co. Limerick (Replace outdoor pool) – opened 4 August 2007
  28.  Longford, Co.Longford (Replace) – opened 7 September 2007 
  29.  St. Joseph’s School for Deaf Boys, Dublin (Refurbish) – opened November 2007
  30.  Portarlington, Co. Laois (Refurbish) – opened 1 December 2007
  31.  Portlaoise, Co. Laois (Replace) – opened 18 December 2007
2008(9)
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  32.  Clondalkin, South County Dublin (Replace) – opened 7 January 2008
  33.  Thurles, Co Tipperary (Replace) – opened 7 April 2008
  34.  St Michael’s House, Dublin (New) –opened 21 April 08
  35.  Killarney, Co. Kerry (New) - opened 16 July 2008
  36.  Bray, Co. Wicklow (Replace) – opened 6 Sept 2008
  37.  Ballyfermot Dublin City (Replace) – opened 6 October 2008
  38.  Greystones, Co. Wicklow (New) – opened 12 October 2008
  39.  Tullamore, Co. Offaly  (Replace outdoor pool) – opened 31 October 2008
  40.  Kilkenny City (Replace) – opened 15 December 2008
2009 (5)
  41.Athy, Co. Kildare (Replacement) – opened 2 March 2009
  42.Naas, Co. Kildare (Replacement) – opened 2 March 2009.
  43.Dundrum, Co. Dublin (Replace) –official opening 7 May 2009
  44.Claremorris, Co. Mayo (Replacement) – opened 1 September 2009
  45.Roscrea, Tipperary, NR (New) –opened 14 September 2009
 2011(1)
  1.      Ferrybank, Co. Wexford (Refurbish)
 UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR ABOUT TO START CONSTRUCTION (3)   
  1.      Ballybofey, Co. Donegal (New)
  2.      New Ross, Co. Wexford  (Replace)
  3.      Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin (Refurbish)
 OTHER STAGES   
  1.      De Paul Pool Navan Road( Refurbish)
  2.      Balbriggan, Fingal (New)  
  3.      Buncrana, Co. Donegal (Refurbish)
  4.      Castlebar, Co. Mayo (Replace)
  5.      Dunmanway, Co. Cork (Replacement)
  6.      Edenderry, Co. Offaly (Replace)
  7.      Clara, Co. Offaly (Refurbish)
  8.      Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon (New)
  9.      Loughrea, Co. Galway (New)

  Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 8.

Tourism Promotion

80. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that in a recent Euorbarometre poll over 63% of respondents 
listed sea as a main attraction; in view of this, the efforts he has taken to promote growth in 
visitor numbers to coastal communities and towns around the country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45125/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Integrated 
Marine Plan for Ireland, published by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in July 
of this year, presents a roadmap for the Government’s vision to tap into the economic potential 
of our seas, including marine tourism.  Land and seascapes combined with coastal communi-
ties and their associated culture and heritage have the potential to deliver a unique tourism ex-
perience.  Fáilte Ireland has been proactively working with coastal destinations all around the 
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country to help them identify how they can become recognised as attractive tourism locations.  
Supports have been given to help build and develop experiences that will attract visitors and 
grow and develop businesses and the local economy.

For further information, as the matter raised is an operational one for Fáilte Ireland, I have 
referred the Deputy’s Question to the agency for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply from the agency within ten working days.

Road Safety Strategy

81. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding his road safety strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44945/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The current Road 
Safety Strategy covers the period 2007 to 2012.  It was prepared by the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA), which is responsible for leading, monitoring, reporting and evaluating the implementa-
tion of the strategy.  The overall objective, through a combination of education, enforcement 
and engineering actions, is to save lives and prevent serious injuries, thereby bringing Ireland 
in line with best practice countries in road safety terms.

The strategy has been successfully implemented across a range of agencies.  We have seen 
a sustained reduction in the number of road fatalities on Irish roads.  2011 saw the lowest num-
ber of road fatalities on record at 186, since records began and is the sixth consecutive year in 
which road fatalities in Ireland have fallen.  The figure for this year, to date, is again below the 
figure for the same period last year.

The RSA has commenced work on drafting the next strategy, which will cover the period 
2013 to 2020. Discussions with relevant stakeholders are at an advanced stage and I expect that 
the new strategy will be submitted to me in the coming weeks.       

  Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 22.

  Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 6.

18/10/2012WRG00650Sports Facilities Provision

18/10/2012WRG0070084. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the lack of recreational facilities for special needs children and for 
the differently abled; his plans to address this imbalance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45122/12]

18/10/2012WRG00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): While my Department has responsibility for the provision of sports facilities through 
the Sports Capital Programme, the wider provision of recreational facilities for special needs 
children and for the differently abled falls within the remit of a number of Government Depart-
ments including the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government; and 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that in planning legislation the 
Government will promote and support universal design whereby all environments can be used 
to the greatest extent possible by all people, regardless of age, ability or disability.  I believe 
that all new publicly funded sports developments and the redevelopment of existing facilities 
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should be designed to be accessible to people with disabilities.

I launched a special initiative in 2011 to provide grants to local authorities for enhanced 
disabled access and energy efficiency measures in swimming pools. More than €14m has been 
allocated to local authorities by my Department under this initiative.

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 72.

18/10/2012WRH00150Road Safety Issues

18/10/2012WRH0020086. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is satisfied 
with the system in place to ensure the maintenance of hedgerows and verges in rural areas un-
der section 70 of the Roads Act 1993 which is intended to safeguard road users of all types of 
hazardous growth that impinges on road users; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
hedgerows are being totally neglected in rural Ireland since 2009 and have reduced the clear-
ance width between hedges by up to four metres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44950/12]

18/10/2012WRH00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.   Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.   The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Also under Section 70 of the Roads Act 1993, the owner or occupier of land is required to 
take all reasonable steps to ensure that a tree, shrub, hedge or other vegetation on the land is not 
a hazard or potential hazard to the safe use of a public road.   This section also confers powers 
on local authorities to ensure that action is taken to address potential hazards by landowners or 
failing that by direct action by the local authority.  In view of the provisions set out above, I am 
satisfied that local authorities have adequate powers to ensure the maintenance of hedgerows 
and verges.

18/10/2012WRH00350Rail Network

18/10/2012WRH0040087. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to complete the Western Arc project before the end of this Government’s term [45132/12]

18/10/2012WRH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As I have indicated 
to the House previously, I have no plans at this time to develop a so-called “Western Arc” from 
Cork to Belfast as this would require both the re-opening of the remaining phases of the West-
ern Rail Corridor and also the development of new rail lines to connect with the rail network in 
Northern Ireland.   

The Government’s programme for the funding of capital projects to 2016 is set out in the 
“Medium Term Exchequer Framework 2012-16 “.  Due to the overall reduction in funding for 
transport infrastructure the priority to 2016 is to protect investment made to date and to main-
tain safety standards.  The limited funding available over and above this priority will only be 
provided for projects which are affordable, meet overall transport objectives and deliver the 
best return in terms of economic recovery and job creation.  Moreover the ability to oper-
ate profitably and without the need of any subsidy would also be a key consideration for any 
new rail projects or extensions. 
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We have no money for new subsidies.  I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the Pro-
gramme for Government and in particular the commitment that: “We will insist that major 
capital projects are subjected to proper cost-benefit analysis and evaluation, improving future 
productivity and growth prospects, and that the value-for-money obtained is significantly en-
hanced compared to the most recent period.”   

Furthermore, the AECOM/Goodbody “2030 Rail Network Strategy Review” carried out for 
Iarnród Éireann examined the potential for new and re-opened lines and it did not recommend 
the development of a rail link between Sligo and Derry or between Donegal and Derry.  Like-
wise its predecessor, the “Strategic Rail Review” in 2003 did not recommend such rail links.    

It should also be noted that the Northern Ireland Executive has no proposals to provide such 
new rail lines.  For the Deputy’s information, Sinn Féin’s recently published Jobs Plan which 
provides for “€13 billion additional investment in job creation and economic growth over [the 
next] four years” does not provide for any investment in these new rail links and services.

18/10/2012WRH00550Tourism Industry Issues

18/10/2012WRH0060088. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
investigate the potential to develop a National Heritage Coastal Trail based on the Wales Coast 
Path (details supplied). [35513/12]

18/10/2012WRH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Preliminary esti-
mates indicate that 743,000 people engaged in walking and hiking while on holiday in Ireland 
during 2011, with an associated spend of €649m.  Therefore the walking product is an important 
part of our tourism industry. 

I am advised that, over the coming months, Fáilte Ireland plans to undertake extensive re-
search into the potential and perceptions of all adventure tourism activities in a number of key 
overseas markets.  Analysis of consumer preferences regarding activities such as walking will 
be central to this research.  This is turn will inform any proposals for the further development 
of new or existing walking trails.    

I would advise the Deputy that my Department’s role in relation to tourism is primarily 
concerned with national policy, and it is not engaged in the development of particular sectors of 
tourism.  As the matter raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if a reply is not received within ten working days.

18/10/2012WRH00750Trade Relations

18/10/2012WRH0080089. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
value of imports from Israel each year for the past five years; the value of exports to Israel each 
year for the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45410/12]

18/10/2012WRH00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s trade with Israel currently amounts to over €1bn per annum.  Israel is an important trad-
ing partner and under its trade promotion strategy, the Government is committed to growing 
Ireland’s exports in all foreign markets, and expanding our trade footprint outside our main 
trading partners.  The export and import figures are laid out below.
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€m Services 
Imports

Merchandise 
Imports

Services 
Exports

Merchandise 
Exports

Total Trade

2007 66 83 189 219 557
2008 83 72 199 199 553
2009 72 83 271 197 623
2010 95 71 360 248 774
2011 109 68 417 475 1,069

Please note that these figures correct figures given in my reply to Question 134 on 16 Oc-
tober, which asked for similar data.  There were inadvertent errors in the table attached to that 
reply.

18/10/2012WRH00950Passport Applications

18/10/2012WRH0100090. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount it would cost if the Passport Office were to alert persons by email or text alert 
that the passport is due for renewal with a minimum 4 weeks notice; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45421/12]

18/10/2012WRH01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
pleased to confirm that the Passport Service already offer a passport reminder service available 
at www.passport.ie.  The service sends passport holders a reminder by e-mail three months 
before a passport is due to expire.  At the moment, Passport holders must register for this ser-
vice, where name, e-mail address and the expiry date of the passport is all that is required.  The 
Passport Service is currently examining the feasibility and cost of introducing an automatic 
reminder service.

Pending the outcome of this feasibility study, I would urge all passport holders to register 
for the reminder service.

18/10/2012WRH01150Overseas Development Aid Oversight

18/10/2012WRH0120091. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the up to date position with the Irish overseas aid programme up to 2015; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45479/12]

18/10/2012WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ireland’s aid programme prioritises the fight against global poverty and hunger.  Every day 
it saves lives and builds capacity for the future – making a real difference in the lives of mil-
lions.  The programme is central to our foreign policy, has an enviable international reputation, 
and consistently enjoys strong political and public support.

Our Programme for Government contains a very clear commitment to Ireland’s aid pro-
gramme, and to the UN target of providing 0.7% of Gross National Product (GNP) for Official 
Development Assistance (ODA).  Last month, in his address to the United Nations General As-
sembly, the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Deputy Eamon Gilmore, again 
confirmed the Government’s commitment to the aid programme and to reaching the 0.7% UN 
target as soon as we possibly can.
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Despite the enormously challenging budgetary environment the Government has managed 
to maintain Ireland’s ODA levels above 0.5% of GNP.  For 2012, the Government has allocated 
€639 million to ODA which is expected to achieve an ODA/GNP percentage target of 0.51%.  
This is an important and significant achievement and a very clear indication of the Govern-
ment’s commitment to the poor and hungry in the world.  However the 0.7% target can only be 
achieved with the restoration of sustainable growth in the economy.  This is the Government’s 
absolute priority and we are working extremely hard to achieve this goal.

The Government remains ambitious for, and committed to, Ireland’s overseas aid pro-
gramme.  We are determined to maintain and build on its high international reputation, and to 
ensure that it continues to build the foundation of real change, future prosperity and wellbeing 
in the lives of many of the world’s poorest people.

18/10/2012WRH01350Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

18/10/2012WRH0140092. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding Villa Spada; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45583/12]

18/10/2012WRH01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
plaques in question were erected about 50 years ago when the Villa Spada was the location of 
our Embassy to the Holy See.  They have been removed following the closure of the resident 
Embassy to the Holy See and are being replaced by plaques which, for the purpose of assisting 
Irish citizens and other visitors, will accurately identify the Villa Spada as the location of our 
Embassy to the Italian Republic.  The previous plaques have been preserved.

18/10/2012WRH01550Haulage Industry Regulation

18/10/2012WRH0160093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
continues to engage with the road haulage representatives in the context of the extent to which 
high fuel prices here place the industry at a disadvantage in comparison with other European 
countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45524/12]

18/10/2012WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware a working group 
was set up between officials of my Department, the IRHA and members of the Oireachtas.  This 
working group had a series of meetings to discuss issues of concern to the haulage industry in-
cluding the matter of an essential users rebate.  I have recently received a submission from the 
group and I am considering the matters raised.

18/10/2012WRH01750Job Assist Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2012WRH0180094. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons receiving 
illness benefit do not qualify for revenue job assistance until they are ill for 18 months or more 
while those unemployed or receiving jobseeker’s benefit, jobseeker’s allowance, one parent 
family, disability allowance, blind pension or invalidity pension qualify after 12 months; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45440/12]

18/10/2012WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Job Assist allowance is 
available to two separate categories of individual:
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 (a) - an individual who, prior to taking up a qualifying employment, was continuously un-
employed for the immediate period of 12 months and who was in receipt of either Jobseeker’s 
Benefit, Jobseeker’s Allowance or the One-Parent Family Payment.  Individuals that sign for 
PRSI credits are also eligible for the scheme.

 (b) - an individual who is within a category of persons approved by the Minister for Social 
Protection (with the consent of the Minister for Finance) for the purposes of the Job Assist 
Scheme.  The individuals in this category are those who, prior to taking up a qualifying em-
ployment, were in receipt of either the Blind Person’s Pension, Disability Allowance, Invalidity 
Pension or Illness Benefit.

An individual in receipt of illness benefit must, prior to taking up a qualifying employment, 
have been in receipt of that benefit for a continuous period of at least 18 months in order to 
qualify for the allowance.  The main reason for this extended period is that it is possible that 
some individuals in receipt of illness benefit may be on sick leave from their job with the same 
job remaining open to them until they are capable of returning to work.  A shorter qualifying 
period for such individuals could leave the Revenue Job Assist scheme open to abuse with no 
real new job creation element being provided. 

18/10/2012WRH01950Black Economy Issues

18/10/2012WRH0200095. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the actions he has 
taken to stop persons working in the black economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45442/12]

18/10/2012WRH0210097. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money 
lost to the State each year due to the black economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45444/12]

18/10/2012WRH0220098. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money 
he has saved by taking a tough stance on persons working in the black economy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45445/12]

18/10/2012WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 95, 97 
and 98 together. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they are very mindful of the unfair com-
petitive advantage to be gained by those businesses that do not fulfil their tax obligations.  Rev-
enue’s tax and duty compliance programmes are under constant review to ensure that they are 
focussed on the areas of greatest risk, including risks from the shadow economy.

I am further advised that Revenue tackles the problem of people working in the shadow 
economy through a range of compliance and audit interventions including targeted special proj-
ects.  A variety of methodologies are used by Revenue to identify those who are operating in the 
shadow economy including covert surveillance, cold calls to businesses and venues as well as 
pre-arranged aspect queries on specific items.  In addition, joint operations are conducted with 
the Department of Social Protection using Joint Investigation Units.

Revenue also has a particular focus on tackling evasion of taxes and duties in the oil and to-
bacco sectors.  In 2012 to date nine oil laundries have been detected, thirty-eight filling stations 
have been closed down and over one hundred and fifty-six thousand litres of fuel have been 
seized from oil laundries.  During 2011 Revenue’s Customs Service seized a total of 109 mil-
lion cigarettes in 10,581 seizures.  Commercial quantities in maritime freight traffic accounted 
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for 76.4 million cigarettes.  Revenue also seized 11,158kg of tobacco in 2011.

Regarding the amount of money lost to the State each year due to the shadow economy, I am 
informed by the Revenue Commissioners that given the nature of the shadow economy there is 
no reliable system to measure the tax lost.

I am confident that the Revenue Commissioners are pursuing a programme, which is deal-
ing in a very determined way with tax evasion in all its forms.  For the year 2011, the Revenue 
Commissioners secured €440m in additional yield through their audit programmes.  This ad-
ditional yield includes a significant amount in respect of interest and penalties.  In addition, 
through its programme of assurance checks for 2011, the Commissioners secured additional 
yield of €81m.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they have a prioritised focus on those 
sectors that traditionally have been susceptible to shadow activity such as cash businesses.  The 
following is a summary of the audit results for the year 2011 for a number of sectors:

 - Specific hospitality businesses (bars and restaurants) - 613 audits - Yield €16.9m

 - Professionals (White Collar) – 543 audits - €14.5m yield

 - Rental – 908 audits - €35.1m yield.

The Deputy should also note that changes are frequently made in tax legislation aimed at 
counteracting the shadow economy.  Two notable examples are the introduction of the elec-
tronic Relevant Contracts Tax regime and an enhanced penalties regime for employers who fail 
to operate the PAYE regulations fully, both of which came into operation during 2012.

18/10/2012WRH02350Tax Code

18/10/2012WRH0240096. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance his plans to support 
and encourage legitimate tax paying businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45443/12]

18/10/2012WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am well aware of the challenges facing 
all businesses in the current economic climate.  My Department is just one of many who are 
working to support and encourage business in Ireland, and the following are some examples 
of how this is being done.  Access to credit is widely regarded as one of the biggest challenges 
facing businesses in Ireland at present.  The Government has imposed lending targets on the 
two domestic pillar banks for the three calendar years, 2011 to 2013.  Both banks achieved their 
2011 targets and I would be confident of them achieving the more challenging target this year.  
In terms of rejection rates from banks, the Credit Review Office (‘CRO’) can review decisions 
by the pillar banks to refuse, reduce or withdraw credit facilities, including applications for 
restructured credit facilities, from €1,000 up to €500,000.  The CRO is overturning 55% of the 
refusal decisions referred to them.

My Department also introduced the Microenterprise Loan Fund Act this year and the fund 
commenced business on 1st October.  This provides for a scheme which will facilitate up to 
€40 million in additional lending to microenterprises over the next five years.  Furthermore, the 
Government is in the process of facilitating up to €150m per annum of additional credit through 
the Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme, designed for small and medium enterprises 
who, because of lack of collateral or because of the specialised sector they operate in, face dif-
ficulties in accessing bank credit.  
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Further, the Department of Jobs Enterprise and Innovation have taken the lead on a num-
ber of measures, including the transposition of Directive 2011/7/EC which has the purpose 
of establishing a clear legal obligation regarding the timing of payments from debtors.  This 
mechanism is to improve cashflow for businesses and is deemed to be particularly useful for 
small businesses.

Aside from incentives to support and encourage businesses, there are a number of measures 
in place to ensure tax compliance for all businesses.  I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that their tax compliance programmes are under constant review to ensure that they are 
focused on ensuring tax compliance.  The Deputy will be aware of the continuing strengthening 
of legislation to provide for a robust framework within which the Revenue Commissioners may 
tackle tax evasion.

In terms of upcoming plans, it is not appropriate to discuss any measures which could form 
part of Budget 2013, but all of theses issues will feed into our considerations.

Questions Nos. 97 and 98 answered with Question No. 95.

18/10/2012WRJ00150Tax Reliefs Availability

18/10/2012WRJ0020099. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if there are any tax reliefs 
available for a person paying the nursing home fee contribution for their spouse who is in a nurs-
ing home under the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45472/12]

18/10/2012WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief in respect 
of health expenses in the provision of health care incurred by an individual or an individual’s 
spouse or civil partner, on their own behalf or on behalf of someone else.  Any contribution 
made by an individual in defraying nursing home expenses on behalf of an individual, where 
that individual has received State support under section 3 of the Nursing Home Support Scheme 
Act 2009, otherwise known as the “Fair Deal Scheme”, is treated as health expenses qualifying 
for relief.  This relief is given at the individual’s marginal rate of tax.  The State support con-
tribution towards the cost of such nursing home expenses under this scheme is not treated as a 
qualifying expense.  Relief is granted to an individual after the end of the tax year by way of a 
claim made to the Revenue Commissioners by completing a tax return including form Med 1, 
or through the online services of “ROS” or “PAYE Anytime”.

18/10/2012WRJ00350Tax Code

18/10/2012WRJ00400100. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce a 
higher tax rate for the higher paid earners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45480/12]

18/10/2012WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position, as stated in the Programme 
for Government, is that as part of the Government’s fiscal strategy, we will maintain the cur-
rent rates of income tax along with bands and credits.  In addition, we will not increase the top 
marginal rates of taxes on income.  There are no plans at this time to depart from this policy.  I 
should point out that the top marginal rate of taxation on income is now 52% for PAYE work-
ers and 55% for the self-employed.  The latest OECD data indicates that Ireland has the most 
progressive tax system of the EU members of its organisation.  A progressive taxation system 
ensures the burden of taxation falls most heavily on those with a higher ability to pay.  It is es-
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timated that in 2012, the top 5% of income earners will pay 43% of the total income tax, while 
it is estimated that those earning €50,000 or less, representing 78% of income earners, will pay 
20% of the total income tax.  Furthermore, it is estimated that in 2012, 841,100 individuals, rep-
resenting 39% of the income tax base, will be exempt from income tax.  When marginal rates of 
tax are very high, jobs are lost.  Indirect taxes have a less adverse impact on employment.  That 
is why indirect taxes rather than taxes on income were increased in the last budget.  However, 
that does not mean the wealthy should not carry the principal burden of tax.  The minimum ef-
fective tax restriction on high earners is designed to ensure this by imposing a minimum effec-
tive income tax rate of 30% for those subject to the full restriction, in addition to 4% in PRSI 
and up to 10% in the USC.

18/10/2012WRJ00550Tax Yield

18/10/2012WRJ00600101. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on estimated tax revenue (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45484/12]

18/10/2012WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have stated recently to the Deputy, 
the estimated full-year costs and-or yields of the tax revenue measures introduced in Budget 
2012 are set out on pages B5 to B11 of the Summary of 2012 Budget and Estimates Measures 
Policy Changes section of the budget 2012 book.  In the context of producing the budget 2013 
tax revenue forecasts in the coming weeks, the Revenue Commissioners will advise my Depart-
ment if the estimated full-year costs and-or yields of the tax revenue measures introduced in 
Budget 2012 need to be revised.  I should inform the Deputy that the end of September Exche-
quer returns were published on 2 October last on my Department’s website.  Data in relation to 
the performance of tax revenues, both against profile and in year-on-year terms, were published 
as part of those returns.  I would also like to make the Deputy aware that my Department will in 
the coming weeks be publishing an updated medium-term fiscal statement which will include 
revised macroeconomic and fiscal projections.

18/10/2012WRJ00750Pension Provisions

18/10/2012WRJ00800102. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance in respect of Appendix D of 
the Green Paper on Pensions, if he will provide the same information in respect of Personal 
Retirement Savings Accounts and Retirement Annuity Contracts for the latest year for which 
figures are available. [45546/12]

18/10/2012WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the latest relevant information available is in respect of income tax relief allowed 
for contributions to Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) and Personal Retirement Savings 
Accounts (PRSAs) for the 2009 income tax year.  RACs and PRSAs are available to self-
employed people and to employees who are not in occupational pension schemes.  The in-
formation in the tables that follow this reply sets out the number of cases and the amounts of 
deduction and reduction in tax for tax relief for RACs and PRSAs for the various contribution 
ranges.  The information is based on income returns contained in Revenue records at the time 
the data were compiled for analytical purposes, representing in the region of 90% of all returns 
expected.  A married couple that has elected or been deemed to have elected for joint assess-
ment is counted as one tax unit.
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Income Tax 2009

Personal Retirement Savings Accounts - by Range of Gross Income

Income Range Total Number 
of Cases

Total Amount 
of Deduction

Total Reduc-
tion in Tax

Total Tax due 
for Payment

Gross Tax * Reduction in 
Tax as Percent-
age of Gross 
Tax

Up to €9,000 389 €569,095 €0 0 0 100.0%
From €9,000 
to €10,000 

76 €144,082 €2,932 0 €2,932 100.0%

From €10,000 
to €12,000 

179 €312,298 €29,726 €2,258 €31,984 92.9%

From €12,000 
to €15,000 

395 €801,981 €99,096 €41,898 €140,994 70.3%

From €15,000 
to €17,000 

281 €561,554 €76,659 €39,854 €116,513 65.8%

From €17,000 
to €20,000 

559 €1,117,863 €171,529 €129,415 €300,944 57.0%

From €20,000 
to €25,000 

1,245 €2,500,669 €458,417 €587,764 €1,046,181 43.8%

From €25,000 
to €27,000 

595 €1,350,129 €252,809 €499,229 €752,038 27.5%

From €27,000 
to €30,000 

981 €2,200,610 €424,504 €1,116,830 €1,541,334 33.6%

From €30,000 
to €35,000 

1,613 €4,052,904 €796,691 €3,755,628 €3,326,995 23.9%

From €35,000 
to €40,000 

1,645 €4,306,349 €1,007,863 €2,530,304 €4,763,491 21.2%

From €40,000 
to €50,000 

2,956 €9,148,462 €2,732,064 €10,159,964 €12,892,028 21.2%

From €50,000 
to €60,000 

2,386 €8,447,989 €2,682,025 €12,632,445 €15,314,470 17.5%

From €60,000 
to €75,000 

2,748 €12,039,226 €3,674,795 €21,255,365 €24,930,160 14.7%

From €75,000 
to €100,000 

2,893 €17,016,973 €6,427,644 €35,676,997 €42,104,641 15.3%

From €100,000 
to € 150,000 

2,186 €20,931,152 €8,464,430 €48,292,858 €56,757,288 14.9%

From €150,000 
to €200,000 

737 €10,327,075 €4,220,710 €28,575,564 €26,188,498 12.9%

From €200,000 
to €250,000 

408 €7,522,494 €3,084,223 €23,104,275 €32,796,274 11.8%

Over €250,000 899 €23,864,724 €9,747,122 €118,922,479 €128,669,601 7.6%
Totals 23,171 €127,215,629 €44,353,237 €307,323,127 €351,676,364 12.6%

* “Gross tax” means the tax that would be due before relief is allowed for PRSA deductions

The figures do not include contributions made by employees through employers’ payroll 
systems and in respect of which tax relief is provided on the net pay basis. Information on such 
contributions is not captured in such a way as to make it possible to provide disaggregated fig-
ures.

Income Tax 2009

Retirement Annuity - by Range of Gross Income

Income
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Income Range Total Number 
of Cases

Total Amount 
of Deduction

Total Reduc-
tion in Tax

Total Tax due 
for Payment

Gross Tax * Reduction in 
Tax as Percent-
age of Gross 
Tax

Up to €9,000 958 €1,277,770 €5,847 €2,863 €8,710 67.1%
From €9,000 
to €10,000 

217 €332,091 €6,563 €122 €6,685 98.2%

From €10,000 
to €12,000 

559 €862,285 €77,343 €8,429 €85,772 90.2%

From €12,000 
to €15,000 

1,160 €1,941,229 €246,791 €116,655 €363,446 67.9%

From €15,000 
to €17,000 

854 €1,596,034 €210,660 €154,708 €365,368 57.7%

From €17,000 
to €20,000 

1,712 €3,348,026 €464,698 €504,465 €969,163 47.9%

From €20,000 
to €25,000 

3,614 €7,361,412 €1,259,933 €1,925,876 €3,185,809 39.5%

From €25,000 
to €27,000 

1,674 €3,477,881 €646,505 €1,342,186 €1,988,691 28.5%

From €27,000 
to €30,000 

2,749 €5,892,566 €1,109,790 €2,784,092 €3,893,882 24.6%

From €30,000 
to €35,000 

4,914 €11,498,047 €2,196,173 €6,716,816 €8,912,989 32.5%

From €35,000 
to €40,000 

5,106 €12,860,306 €2,770,591 €9,817,665 €12,588,256 22.0%

From €40,000 
to €50,000 

9,448 €27,034,525 €7,114,574 €27,996,996 €35,111,570 20.3%

From €50,000 
to €60,000 

8,210 €27,780,435 €8,030,508 €37,161,336 €45,191,844 17.8%

From €60,000 
to €75,000 

9,930 €40,493,236 €11,856,197 €69,121,026 €80,977,223 14.6%

From €75,000 
to €100,000 

10,633 €61,809,601 €22,867,324 €119,463,865 €142,331,189 17.7%

From €100,000 
to € 150,000 

8,455 €90,682,374 €36,459,195 €169,239,379 €205,698,574 16.1%

From €150,000 
to €200,000 

€3,067 €€59,207,647 €24,113,192 €106,507,258 €130,620,450 18.5%

From €200,000 
to €250,000 

€1,711 €€44,347,003 €18,112,967 €87,816,391 €105,929,358 17.1%

Over €250,000 €4,233 €151,381,900 €61,886,378 €553,220,871 €615,107,249 10.1%
Totals €79,204 €553,184,370 €199,435,230 €1,193,900,999 €1,393,336,229 14.3%

* “Gross tax” means the tax that would be due before relief is allowed for Retirement An-
nuity deductions

The figures do not include contributions made by employees through employers’ payroll 
systems and in respect of which tax relief is provided on the net pay basis. Information on such 
contributions is not captured in such a way as to make it possible to provide disaggregated fig-
ures.

18/10/2012WRJ00950Tax Code

18/10/2012WRJ01000103. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 52 of 11 October 2012, if it is possible to introduce a threshold for boards of manage-
ment for small school projects so that the additional administration work set out in that reply is 
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not necessary for minor maintenance repair works for example broken window, broken boiler; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45548/12]

18/10/2012WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that contracts for routine maintenance work do not come within the scope of Relevant 
Contracts Tax (RCT).  However, RCT applies to all construction works ranging from major 
construction projects to general repair works.  Repair work includes the replacement of constit-
uent parts of a building or structure, for example, the repair of a broken window.  Maintenance, 
on the other hand, includes cleaning, removal of graffiti and the unblocking of drains, etc.  In 
the light of the difficulty some school boards of management may be having in fulfilling their 
obligations under the RCT system, the Revenue Commissioners have made available detailed 
guidance notes specifically tailored for boards of management regarding the operation of RCT.  
These guidance notes, which clarify the position in relation to repair work and maintenance 
work, have been published on the Revenue website, www.revenue.ie.  The need to ensure tax 
compliance by subcontractors is particularly important where the Exchequer is the ultimate 
source of the funds being paid out by school boards of management and other principal contrac-
tors.  RCT plays an important role in ensuring tax compliance by subcontractors in these sec-
tors.  Therefore, it would not be appropriate to introduce a threshold for this type of work.  From 
1 January 2012, the Revenue Commissioners have substantially modernised the operation of 
RCT following the introduction of a dedicated online facility which offers principal contractors 
a fast, efficient and paper-free system.  This has significantly reduced the administrative burden 
associated with RCT.  Finally, having regard to the pressures on the public finances, it is impor-
tant that the RCT system is implemented correctly to minimise tax evasion in the construction 
sector, particularly where the project involves substantial State funding.  The new online system 
introduced by Revenue has significantly simplified the RCT process for principal contractors, 
including school boards of management.

18/10/2012WRK00150Tax Yield

18/10/2012WRK00200104. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has an estimate of 
the amount of money that would be raised in a full year if the remittance basis of taxation for 
persons who are tax resident in Ireland but are not Irish domiciled. [45574/12]

18/10/2012WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand the Deputy is asking about 
the yield from the removal from tax law of what is known as the remittance basis of taxation, 
which applies to certain foreign income and gains of those who are tax resident but not domi-
ciled in the State.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners the “remittance basis of taxa-
tion” means, in brief, that apart from employment income, foreign income and foreign capital 
gains are chargeable to Irish tax only when remitted to the State.  With regard to employment 
income, where an individual who is tax resident but not domiciled in the State holds a foreign 
employment, the “remittance basis” of taxation is available to him or her in respect of that 
proportion of the income attributable to the performance outside the State of the duties of that 
foreign employment.  The remittance basis is not available in respect of that proportion of the 
income attributable to the performance in the State of the duties of that foreign employment.

As there is no statutory obligation on those availing of the remittance basis of taxation to 
make an annual return of their un-remitted income and gains, it is not possible to quantify or 
estimate the amount of tax yield to be gained from the abolition of the remittance basis of taxa-
tion.



18 October 2012

519

18/10/2012WRK00350Tax Yield

18/10/2012WRK00400105. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has an estimate of the 
amount of money that would be raised in a full year if consanguinity relief on non-residential 
property was abolished with immediate effect. [45575/12]

18/10/2012WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that on the basis of the expected cost of Stamp Duty forgone due to consanguinity relief 
in 2012 it is estimated that the full year yield from an immediate abolition of the relief would 
be of the order of €7 million.  Consanguinity relief on transfers of non-residential property will 
be abolished with effect from 1 January 2015, and has already been abolished on transfers of 
residential property.

18/10/2012WRK00550Tax Code

18/10/2012WRK00600106. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of top slicing relief. [45576/12]

18/10/2012WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated cost to the Exchequer of top slicing relief in 2010, the latest year for 
which the necessary detailed information is available, is €36.7 million. 

18/10/2012WRK00750Tax Code

18/10/2012WRK00800107. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has an estimate of the 
cost of abolishing the base year in respect of research and development tax credits; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45577/12]

18/10/2012WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that details of the amount of research and development (‘R&D’) tax credits currently 
being claimed by companies, together with their 2003 base year expenditure, are captured in 
corporation tax returns only where the amount of expenditure currently being claimed exceeds 
the base year amount.  For companies whose current expenditure on R&D does not exceed their 
2003 expenditure, no credit is due and information in relation to R&D expenditure in both the 
base year or current year are not required or entered on the corporation tax return and is conse-
quently not available.  Based solely on the companies with positive claims for R&D tax credits 
in their 2010 corporation tax returns, the full year cost of abolishing the base year is tentatively 
estimated to be in the region of €45m.  However, caution should be exercised with regard to this 
figure as the full cost of abolishing the base year would additionally include companies whose 
current R&D expenditure does not exceed their 2003 base year spend.  As already stated, the 
Revenue Commissioners do not have access to this additional information.  Further, given that 
companies who have never claimed the credit are likely to have a high 2003 base year spend, 
which explains why they have never been able to claim the credit, the additional cost arising 
may be significant.

Taking all of these factors into consideration, the cost is likely to be greater than €45 million 
and possibly significantly so.

18/10/2012WRK00950Vehicle Registration Issues
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18/10/2012WRK01000108. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Finance the reason tax relief is only 
available to disabled passengers who purchase vehicles at approved dealerships and not to per-
sons who purchase vehicles from second parties that are not approved and retrofit the vehicles 
to make them suitable for their needs; his plans to change the eligibility rules for this scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45587/12]

18/10/2012WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that under current Regulations, a vehicle must be purchased from an authorised dealer.  
An authorised dealer is a person who is authorised under section 136 of the Finance Act 1992 
(as amended) “to manufacture, distribute, deal in, deliver, store, repair or modify unregistered 
vehicles and to convert registered vehicles”.  Authorisation brings a number of responsibilities 
concerning the management and record keeping in relation to vehicles, responsibilities that are 
subject to control and scrutiny by the Commissioners.  Because of the significant amount of 
relief from both VRT and VAT available to purchasers of vehicles under the Disabled Drivers 
and Passengers scheme, it is appropriate that vehicles provided under this scheme should be 
provided by authorised dealers to facilitate the monitoring of various elements of the scheme. 

It is not possible to avail of the scheme if a vehicle was purchased privately.  I have no plans 
to change the eligibility rules at present.

18/10/2012WRK01150School Transport Availability

18/10/2012WRK01200109. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on a school transport application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; the reason for the delay in making a decision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45378/12]

18/10/2012WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Primary school transport routes are planned so that, as far as possible, no eligible child will 
have more than 2.4 kilometres to travel to a pick-up point.  Children living off the main route 
of a service are expected to make their own way, or to be brought to convenient pick-up points 
along the main route. Home pick-ups were never envisaged as being part of the Primary School 
Transport Scheme.

Bus Éireann, which is responsible for the operation of the school transport scheme, on be-
half of my Department, has advised that the child referred to by the Deputy, in the details sup-
plied, resides 1 kilometre from an existing pick up point.

The family have been advised of the position regarding their request for an extension to the 
existing service.

18/10/2012WRK01350Special Educational Needs Staffing

18/10/2012WRK01400110. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an Autism Unit in Killarney, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45390/12]

18/10/2012WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that the school to which he refers has been allocated a devolved grant to provide a two 
classroom ASD Unit with ancillary accommodation.  The school authorities have been notified 
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of this decision in a letter dated 4th October 2012.

My Department has since received a further application for additional funding.  This appli-
cation is currently being considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority as 
soon as this process has been completed.

18/10/2012WRK01550School Staffing

18/10/2012WRK01600111. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a permanent 
teaching post will be offered to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45424/12]

18/10/2012WRK01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The teacher referred to by 
the Deputy is currently on the supplementary special panel. Special schools with vacancies and 
primary schools with special class and resource post vacancies are required under the panel ar-
rangements to fill permanent vacancies from the supplementary special panel when the main 
and subsidiary special panels are clear.  The core function of the redeployment arrangements is 
to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to other schools that have va-
cancies.  The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key to the Department’s ability 
to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.

Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies 
from panels (subsidiary and supplementary) set up of eligible fixed-term (temporary), substitute 
and part-time teachers.  For the 2012-13 school year there were close to 1,700 such teachers on 
these panels.  In any given year there will be a number of teachers on these panels that do not 
secure a permanent post.

18/10/2012WRK01750Fee Paying Schools

18/10/2012WRK01800112. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
grounds a school (details supplied) in County Dublin has to retain a deposit of €1,000 paid by 
prudent parents who later declined placement in the school for their child; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45446/12]

18/10/2012WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers is a fee-charging school and therefore, the question of the extent and payment of any 
fees is a matter between the school and parents involved. 

18/10/2012WRK01950Internet Safety Issues

18/10/2012WRK02000113. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
has or intends to make contact with Askfm over the alleged harassment of a person (details 
supplied) received on their website; if he is taking any action on websites where persons can 
post anonymously such as Tumblr and Spillit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45448/12]

18/10/2012WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Office for Internet Safety 
has been established by the Government to take a lead responsibility for internet safety in Ire-
land, particularly as it relates to children.
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However, it is important for all of us to be vigilant and alert to the potential risks associated 
with the use and misuse of modern technologies. In this context, individual schools have the 
capacity to filter the content of what is accessible through the Schools Broadband Network.  
This allows teachers to use the Internet for teaching and learning in a manner that reduces the 
risk of pupils accessing inappropriate content.  My Department also funds the Webwise initia-
tive which focuses on raising the skills and understanding around Internet safety at school and 
in the home.  The Deputy will be aware that tackling the issue of bullying in schools is a key 
objective of this Government. It was for that reason that an Anti-Bullying Forum was held ear-
lier this year.

As a follow on to that Forum, I invited the stakeholders and any other interested parties to 
submit their views on this important topic to my Department by 29th June 2012.  As part of 
this consultation, interested parties were requested to indicate their views and proposals on any 
changes to existing practices and policies in schools that could improve how bullying can be 
tackled in schools.

18/10/2012WRK02150Capitation Grants

18/10/2012WRK02200114. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
cost to the State for a pupil attending a national primary school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45449/12]

18/10/2012WRK02300115. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
cost to the State for a pupil attending a voluntary secondary school; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45450/12]

18/10/2012WRK02400116. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
cost to the State for a pupil attending a community school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45451/12]

18/10/2012WRK02500117. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
cost to the State for a pupil attending a vocational education committee secondary school; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45452/12]

18/10/2012WRK02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 114 to 117, inclusive, together.

The most recent information on the cost of a pupil attending a national school is for the 2011 
financial year.  The Department of Education and Skills current expenditure per first level pupil 
for 2011 was €6,368.

Current expenditure per student by the Department of Education and Skills broken down by 
second level school sector is currently not available.

18/10/2012WRL00150Capitation Grants

18/10/2012WRL00200118. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
cost to the State for a pupil attending a private school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45453/12]

18/10/2012WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I assume the Deputy is refer-
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ring to the fee-charging second level schools. 

Grants are not paid by my Department in respect of pupils enrolled in fee-charging schools.

The most recent statistics show that a total of over 25,600 pupils attend fee-charging schools.

The Department of Education and Skills spends approximately €100 million on current ex-
penditure in these schools and the cost therefore in respect of an individual pupil is estimated 
at €3906.

18/10/2012WRL00350Teachers’ Remuneration

18/10/2012WRL00400119. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 98 of 3 October 2012, regarding the Teaching Council list of 24 teach-
ers (details supplied) registered in the further education sector and employed by County Cork 
Vocational Education Committee, if his Department issued any instruction, guideline or circular 
letter to County Cork VEC in relation to the payment of these County Cork School of Music 
teachers on the teachers’ basic scale to include increments for their years of teaching service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45461/12]

18/10/2012WRL00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Department publishes all 
current circulars on its website at www.education.ie.

An e-mail issued to the CEO of County Cork VEC on the 29 June 2009 which advised 
that the music provision provided by Cork County School of Music was not part of the VEC’s 
Further Education remit and that the appropriate teacher qualifications were those pertaining to 
primary and second level provision.  This was on the basis that the music provision was clearly 
targeted at those who were of an age where they are attending mainstream provision in primary 
and second level schools. 

Teachers who are qualified for a post and registered with the Teaching Council of Ireland 
are entitled to be paid at the qualified rate of pay in accordance with circular 31/2011.  Once a 
teacher is placed on the qualified rate of pay then they may access the schemes of Incremental 
Credit as outlined in Circular 29/2007 and updated by Circular 29/2010.

Unqualified teachers are remunerated at a point equivalent to the first point of the incremen-
tal salary scale and are ineligible for progression along the scale and the schemes of incremental 
credit.

18/10/2012WRL00550Schools Refurbishment

18/10/2012WRL00600120. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the future of the 
minor works grant and if it will be available next year. [45486/12]

18/10/2012WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As previously outlined to the 
Deputy on 9th October 2012, the priority in the education capital budget sector is to focus on 
major school projects and smaller projects devolved to schools to meet demographic demands 
over the next five years. Given the necessity to concentrate on meeting the need for additional 
school places it is unlikely that funding will be available for a minor works grant in the coming 
years. 
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Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2012WRL00800121. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the 
former secondary school building on Haddington Road, Dublin 4, which was purchased by the 
Department of Education and Skills last year. [45490/12]

18/10/2012WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school building referred 
to by the Deputy is currently the subject of a major extension and refurbishment project. This 
project when complete will provide appropriate accommodation to facilitate the amalgamation 
of the two nearby primary schools and additional school accommodation to meet additional 
pupil enrolments in the area. 

A design team was appointed in September of this year to take the project through the stages 
of architectural planning. 

18/10/2012WRM00050Student Grant Scheme Waiting Times

18/10/2012WRM00100122. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current wait-
ing time for an application to the Higher Education Grant SUSI system to be processed; the 
current waiting time for the processing of appeals to same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45494/12]

18/10/2012WRM00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The waiting time for process-
ing a student grant application by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) varies, depending 
on a number of factors including the volume of applications received at any given time, the 
complexity of the grant applicants circumstances, and time taken by the applicant to submit 
all the required documentary evidence to enable a final decision to be made on an application. 
Every effort is made to ensure that students get decisions on their grant applications and are 
paid as soon as possible.

The average time it is currently taking to process an appeal is 27 days. SUSI aim to issue 
determinations as promptly as possible and within the specified timeframes defined in the Stu-
dent Support Act, 2011.

18/10/2012WRM00250Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2012WRM00300123. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of the contin-
ued high demand for school places at second level in north County Dublin, and in particular in 
the Balbriggan, Donabate and Swords area, if there has been any change in the capacity in the 
relevant post primary schools (details supplied), from the previous school year 2011-2012 to 
the current 2012-2013 academic year, and in particular to their first year intake, to accommo-
date the current demand. [45497/12]

18/10/2012WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has identified 
a number of areas in North County Dublin, including the areas referred to by the Deputy where, 
due to demographic changes, it is projected that there will be a requirement for significant ad-
ditional school provision at both primary and post-primary levels over the coming years.

In 2009, recognition was granted for a new 1,000 pupil post primary school in Balbriggan. 
Phase I of this school’s permanent building, catering for 350 pupils, was delivered in 2010 
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and phase II, catering for 650 pupils, is proceeding to construction shortly. Enrolments have 
increased from 66 pupils in 2009 to 408 pupils in 2012/13 with 121 first year pupils enrolled in 
September 2012. The school will have capacity for at least 180 first year pupils once phase II of 
the permanent building is delivered. In the interim, temporary accommodation was sanctioned 
for the school to meet the 2012/13 accommodation needs.

In the case of the two remaining post primary schools in Balbriggan listed by the Deputy, 
one has just had a major extension completed to cater for existing enrolment (approx 1,185) and 
the other has been included in the 5 year Capital Investment Programme to commence construc-
tion in 2014/15 that will expand the schools capacity to 1,000 pupils.

In addition, the Deputy may also be aware that one of the new post primary schools that I 
announced in June 2011 to be established nationally will be provided in Balbriggan in 2014. 
In July 2012 I announced further post primary schools to be established including an English 
medium school in Balbriggan post 2015.

In 2008, recognition was granted to a new Community College in Donabate that resulted 
in a new 1,000 pupil school building being completed for the 2011/12 academic year. Enrol-
ments in the school have increased from 100 pupils in 2008 to 586 pupils in 2012/13 with 143 
first year pupils enrolled in September 2012. The school has capacity for at least 180 first year 
pupils.

With regard to post primary provision in Swords, there are over 2,400 post primary places 
provided in the four schools listed by the Deputy. An extension to one of those schools to pro-
vide an additional 400 places for the area was announced earlier this year as part of the 5 year 
Capital Investment Programme.

In relation to the school in Rush, my Department approved funding earlier this year to re-
locate and refurbish temporary accommodation to meet the schools 2012/13 accommodation 
needs. A new 1,000 pupil post primary school to be located in Lusk was announced earlier this 
year and is due to commence operation in 2013.

As the Deputy will be aware, my priority is to ensure that there is sufficient school accom-
modation to meet projected pupil enrolment increases into the future. The 5 year Capital Invest-
ment Programme that I announced earlier this year was part of a €2 billion Capital Investment 
Programme which outlines the major school projects that will commence construction over the 
duration of the Programme. In addition, my Department will consider applications by schools 
for funding for additional classrooms, which schools may provide on a permanent basis, where 
an immediate enrolment need is arising.

The current status of all projects on the school building programme may be viewed on my 
Department’s website at www.education.ie and this will be updated regularly throughout the 
year.

18/10/2012WRM00450School Health and Safety Issues

18/10/2012WRM00500124. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to parents concerns regarding the lack of railings or any safety barrier 
outside a school (details supplied) in County Kildare where the school gate opens directly onto 
a slip road off the M7 and where pupils using the cycling lane adjacent to the road run the risk 
of falling onto a busy and dangerous road should they lose their balance; the action he will take 
to rectify this danger; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45543/12]
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18/10/2012WRM00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department understands 
that Kildare County Council is not in favour of erecting a barrier at this school as it could have 
the effect of reducing visibility below normal safe levels for road users. In the event that Kildare 
County Council permits the installation of a barrier at this school then my Department would 
have no objection to the school authorities installing and funding the cost of same.

18/10/2012WRM00650Third Level Fees

18/10/2012WRM00700125. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether it is fair that students taking courses (details supplied) should effectively have to pay 
double fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45549/12]

18/10/2012WRM00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware 
under the terms of my Department’s Free Fees Schemes the Exchequer meets the cost of tu-
ition fees of full-time eligible undergraduate students.  I understand that the issue relates to the 
payment of a fee to cover particular services provided by the College, such as the provision of 
meals, stationery etc. which do not form part of the student contribution payable by students.

The position is that the third level institutions are autonomous institutions and my Depart-
ment does not have any function in their day to day operational affairs, for which the Governing 
Bodies and the management staff of the institutions are responsible.  Accordingly I do not have 
a role in this matter.

18/10/2012WRM00850Student Grant Numbers

18/10/2012WRM00900126. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of persons currently in receipt of a student maintenance grant at third level. [45550/12]

18/10/2012WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the number of awards for the 2012/13 academic year is not yet available and will not be 
supplied to my Department by the grant awarding authorities until later in the academic year. 
However, I wish to advise that some 67,650 third level students qualified for a student grant in 
the 2011/12 academic year.  

18/10/2012WRM01050Student Grant Numbers

18/10/2012WRM01100127. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of persons from a farming background currently in receipt of a student maintenance grant. 
[45552/12]

18/10/2012WRM01200128. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of persons from a self employed background currently in receipt of a student maintenance 
grant. [45553/12]

18/10/2012WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 127 and 128 together.

The table following shows the number of new awards made to students in higher educa-
tion from the different socio-economic categories including farming and self employed for the 
academic year 2011/2012.  This indicative data is subject to considerable qualification for inter-
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pretation purposes in relation to the reliability due to, inter alia, the level of undeclared status 
among the returns from the awarding authorities and the provision of accurate and or/adequate 
information in respect of occupation by the principal earner to enable the awarding authorities 
to classify them by socio-economic background.  The information contained in the table has 
been supplied to my Department by the awarding authorities who submitted a 
return. 

  
A B C D E F G H I J Z Total

Em-
ployers 
& Man-
agers

High-
er 
Pro-
fess-
ional

Lower 
Pro-
fess-
ional

Non-
Manual

Manual 
Skilled

Semi-
Skilled

Un-
skilled

Own 
Account 
Workers

Farmers Agri-
cultural 
Workers

All Others 
gainfully 
occupied & 
unknown

2.53
%

2.02
%

11.12
%

13.84
%

9.73
%

5.37
%

7.19
%

8.41
%

5.00
%

0.52
%

34.27
%

100.00
%

18/10/2012WRM01350Disadvantaged Status

18/10/2012WRM01400129. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated as being a primary urban band 1 DEIS school; and 
the number of pupils in this category. [45554/12]

18/10/2012WRM01500130. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated a primary urban band 2 DEIS school; and the num-
ber of pupils in this category. [45555/12]

18/10/2012WRM01600131. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated a primary rural DEIS school; and the number of 
pupils in this category. [45556/12]

18/10/2012WRM01700132. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools that are currently designated a post primary DEIS school; and the number of 
pupils in this category. [45557/12]

18/10/2012WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 129 to 132, inclusive, together.

Following amalgamations and/or closures of schools in 2012, there are currently 860 schools 
included in DEIS providing education for 165,350 children.

The breakdown is as follows:

197 DEIS Band 1 and 144 DEIS Band 2 Primary Schools with total enrolment of 76,845.324 
DEIS Rural schools – with enrolment of 23,750.195 DEIS Post-Primary schools – with enrol-
ment of 64,755.

18/10/2012WRM01850School Staffing

18/10/2012WRM01900133. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with less than four teachers. [45558/12]
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18/10/2012WRM02000134. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with three teachers. [45559/12]

18/10/2012WRM02100135. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with two teachers. [45560/12]

18/10/2012WRM02200136. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools in the country with one teacher. [45561/12]

18/10/2012WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 133 to 136, inclusive, together. The data for the numbers of schools with 1, 2, 3 and 4 
teaching teachers is provided in the following table. 

No. of Full Time Equivalent Teaching Teachers 2011/12

Number of teaching teachers in school Number of Schools
1 11
2 564
3 472
4 503
 

18/10/2012WRN00150School Staffing

18/10/2012WRN00200137. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of learning support teachers in our schools in 2012 and each 
year since 1997. [45562/12]

18/10/2012WRN00250138. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of resource teachers in our schools in 2012 and each year 
since 1997. [45563/12]

18/10/2012WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 137 and 138 together.

There is detailed historical information contained in the Statistics Section of  my Depart-
ment’s website relating to the number of pupils and teaching posts in schools. The most recent 
published information relates to the 2011/2012 school year.  

There were circa 6,700 resource and learning support (General Allocation Model) posts in 
primary schools and circa 2,910 posts (resource and learning support) in post primary schools 
in the 2011/12 school year. 

While the allocation process for the current  2012/13 school year will not be fully completed 
until the NCSE final allocation of approved  resource hours has been made the overall level 
of  learning support and resource posts is anticipated to be similar to those in place in the last 
school year.

The Deputy may also be aware that as part of a number of reforms to the allocation process 
introduced at primary level for the current school year the GAM (learning support) allocation 
was updated and simplified.
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18/10/2012WRN00350Special Educational Needs Staffing

18/10/2012WRN00400139. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of special needs assistants in our schools in 2012 and each 
year since 1997. [45564/12]

18/10/2012WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education  (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
local Special Educational Needs  Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools 
for special  educational needs supports including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, to  
support children with special educational needs. The NCSE operates within my  Department’s 
established criteria for the allocation of such supports and the  staffing resources available to my 
Department.   There are 10,575 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) SNA posts available for alloca-
tion  in the 2012/13 school year which is the same number of posts which were  available for al-
location for the 2011/12 school year. The NCSE has notified  schools of their SNA allocation for 
2012/13, based on the number of valid  applications received and the extent of the care needs of 
qualifying children.    To date the NCSE has allocated 10,311 WTE SNA posts to schools. Every 
child who  meets the criteria for access to SNA support in the current school year is in  receipt 
of this support. This leaves 264 posts available for allocation  throughout the school year for 
new assessments of disability, new entrants, or  emergency or late applications, in accordance 
with the terms of the SNA scheme.  The NCSE have estimated that based on the experience of 
last year, that it is  estimated that these 264 posts should be sufficient to meet demand during 
the  school year.  Where schools have enrolled new pupils with special educational needs who 
were  not considered at the time that the allocations for the 2012/13 school year  were made, 
or where schools are in a position to demonstrate that they cannot  cater for the care needs of 
qualifying children from the level of SNA support  which has been assigned to them, they may 
apply to the NCSE for additional SNA  support or for a review of their SNA allocation.    The 
specific information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of SNAs allocated for 
1997 to 2011 is provided in the attached table.  Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that this 
Government has demonstrated its  commitment to protecting services for children with special 
educational needs  by maintaining the overall number of SNA posts which will be available for  
allocation to schools for the 2012/13 school year, at a time when there has  been a requirement 
to make savings across a range of expenditure areas. 

Year Number of Special Needs Assistants 1997 - 
2011

*1997 270
*1998 293
*1999 558
*2000 1495
2001 2988
2002 4979
2003 5367
2004 5869
2005 7294
2006 8390
2007 9824
2008 10,442
2009 10,342
2010 10,543
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Year Number of Special Needs Assistants 1997 - 
2011

**2011 10,117           (10,320)
*  SNA data from 1997 – 2011 relates to Primary and Special Schools only.

**  Total number of SNA posts approved by the NCSE for the 2011/12 school year was 
10,320. The figure of 10,117 represents the number of posts in place at the end of Dec 2011.    

The NCSE allocated the bulk of SNA posts to schools at September 2011, based on the num-
ber of valid applications on hand at that time. This left 475 posts from the overall designated 
provision of 10,575 posts for later allocation throughout the school year to deal with emergency 
cases, new injuries or diagnosis, or new school entrants.

By the end of the 2011/12 school year, at June 2012, the NCSE had approved the allocation 
of 10,320 SNA posts to schools, from within the overall cap of 10,575 posts.      

All children who qualified for access to SNA support, in accordance with the terms of the 
SNA scheme during 2011/12, received access to SNA support and there were sufficient posts to 
provide for such support from within the overall provision of 10,575 posts.

18/10/2012WRO00150Special Educational Needs Staffing

18/10/2012WRO00200140. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will outline in tabular form the amount of funding given to special schools and to mainstream 
schools with special classes in each year since the funding was introduced; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45565/12]

18/10/2012WRO00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Enhanced rates of capita-
tion funding are paid in respect of children with special educational needs who attend special 
schools or special classes attached to mainstream schools.The following table outlines these 
rates and the total expenditure in recent years. Information going back to the introduction of 
special needs funding many decades ago is not readily available and would involve an inordi-
nate amount of administrative time to compile in view of the lengthy period involved.   Capita-
tion expenditure - Special needs pupils

Year Primary Post Primary
2010 €8,174,761 €1,533,763
2011 €8,133,251 €1,384,546
2012 €7,892,703 1400000 (allocation)

Primary Special Needs Capitation Rates

Category Under 12 years 12 years & over
Visual Impairment €857 €857
Hearing Impairment €857 €857
Profoundly Deaf €879 €879
Mild General Learning 
Disability(Mainstream 
School)

€456 €679
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Category Under 12 years 12 years & over
Mild General Learning Dis-
ability (Special school)

€568 €857

Moderate General Learning 
Disability

€857 €857

Severe/ Profound General 
Learning Disability

€879 €879

Specific Learning Disability 
(Mainstream School)

€456 €679

Specific Learning Disability 
(Special school)

€568 €857

Emotional Disturbance €857 €857
Severe Emotional Distur-
bance

€879 €879

Physical Disability €857 €857
Autism/Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD)

€879 €879

Specific Speech and Lan-
guage Disorder

€857 €857

Multiple Disabilities €879 €879
Traveller Children €251 €251
Out of Control €879 €879

Post Primary Special Needs Capitation Per Pupil
Special Class Grant €191.00

18/10/2012WRO00350Special Educational Needs Staffing

18/10/2012WRO00400141. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of special schools here. [45566/12]

18/10/2012WRO00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are currently 141 Spe-
cial Schools in the State.

18/10/2012WRO00550Special Educational Needs Staffing

18/10/2012WRO00600142. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of mainstream schools with special classes here. [45567/12]

18/10/2012WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2011/2012, the most recent 
year for which data is available, there were 254 mainstream schools with special classes in the 
State.

18/10/2012WRO00750School Staffing

18/10/2012WRO00800143. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of guidance counsellors working in our schools. [45568/12]
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18/10/2012WRO00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The day to day management 
of how teaching resources are used in schools is done at local school level. It is established 
policy that guidance is a whole school activity and under existing arrangements each school de-
velops a school guidance plan as a means of supporting the needs of its students. I am confident 
schools will act in the best interest of students. I acknowledge that the reduction in resources 
to second level schools is challenging for schools. However, the budget measure that requires 
schools to manage the provision of guidance from within their standard staffing allocation, the 
alternative to which was to make an adjustment to the standard staffing schedule, must be seen 
in the context of our very difficult budgetary constraints. As part of the budgetary measure 
my Department helped shelter the impact for DEIS post-primary schools by improving their 
standard staffing allocations. My Department also provided some limited short-term support 
to schools through curricular concessions in order to help them manage within their approved 
teaching allocation.

18/10/2012WRO00950Capitation Grants

18/10/2012WRO01000144. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the rate of capitation grant paid in 2012 and each year since 1997. 
[45569/12]

18/10/2012WRO01100145. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
amount spent on the capitation grant in 2012 and each year since 1997. [45570/12]

18/10/2012WRO01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 144 and 145 together.My Department provides capitation funding to all recognised prima-
ry schools and post primary schools within the free education scheme. My Department provide 
funding to primary schools by way of per capita grants, subject to a minimum grant equivalent 
to 60 pupils and a maximum grant equivalent to 500 pupils.The funding arrangements made 
by my Department for post primary schools reflect the sectoral division of our second-level 
system. At the core of all arrangements is reliance upon capitation as the principal determinant 
of funding. My Department provides funding to Community and Comprehensive schools on a 
budget basis that is based mainly on pupil numbers, but also take into account additional factors 
which vary from school to school such as age of buildings, size of school etc. With regard to the 
VEC sector financial allocations are made to VECs as part of a block grant. VECs are given a 
high level of autonomy in the management and appropriation of this grant and each is allowed 
to distribute its allocations in line with its priorities and perceptions of need. My Department 
provides funding to voluntary secondary schools by way of per capita grants. Fee charging 
schools do not receive any capitation or related grants from my Department.Information going 
back to 1997, as requested by the Deputy, is not readily available. The capitation rates and total 
expenditure in recent years is outlined in the following tables.

Post Primary Capitation and SSSF rates 2003-2012

Year Capitation School Services Support 
Fund (SSSF)

2003 €266.49 €127
2004 €274.49 €131
2005 €286 €145
2006 €298 €159
2007 €316 €189
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Year Capitation School Services Support 
Fund (SSSF)

2008 €331 €204
2009 €345 €212
2010 €345 €212
2011 €328 €201
2012 €317 €201

Primary Capitation and Ancillary rates 2003-2012

Year Primary Capitation Primary Ancillary
2003 €111.58 €102
2004 €121.58 €127
2005 €133.58 €133
2006 €145.58 €139
2007 €163.58 €145.50
2008 €178.58 €151.50
2009 €200 €155
2010 €200 €155
2011 €190 €147
2012 €178 €147

Primary and Post Primary Capitation Expenditure   2006-2012

Year Primary Capitation Expen-
diture*

Voluntary Sector Post Pri-
mary Capitation Expendi-
ture*

2006 €134,028,786 €91,324,187
2007 €149,812,343 €100,450,756
2008 €165,634,230 €100,165,292
2009 €184,385,345 €101,213,329
2010 €193,281,276 €107,237,915
2011 €186,933,442 €104,280,000
2012 €183,500,000 (estimated) €103,000,000 (estimated)
*Figures include enhanced capitation grants for special needs pupils, programme grants and 

book grants since 2010.

18/10/2012WRO01250School Textbooks

18/10/2012WRO01300146. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline in tabular form the total amount spent on the school book grant in 2012 and each year 
since 1997. [45571/12]

18/10/2012WRO01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since 2010 funding to schools 
towards the provision of school books has been allocated to all schools on a per capita basis.
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The rates for 2012 are as follows:

 Primary DEIS - €21 

 Primary non-DEIS - €11

 Post-primary DEIS - €39 

 Post-primary non-DEIS - €24

Funding for book grants was withdrawn in 2009, except in the case of DEIS schools. Fund-
ing was re-instated in 2010 for all schools.

The information requested by the Deputy since 1997 is not available. However, the funding 
allocated to book grants by the Department since 2006 is detailed as follows.  

 2006 - €12,995,966

 2007 - €14,257,084

 2008 - €14,421,563

 2009 - €7,000,000

 2010 - €14,671,063

 2011 - €14,883,440

 2012 - €15,000,000.

18/10/2012WRO01450Flood Relief Schemes Applications

18/10/2012WRO01500147. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he has had, or intends to have, any engagement with the Insurance Federation or representa-
tives from insurance companies to discuss the difficulties facing certain communities that expe-
rienced flooding in accessing house insurance, especially those communities in which extensive 
flood repair work has been carried out and in respect of homes in areas which were flooded but 
where particular sections were not flooded. [45495/12]

18/10/2012WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I am very much aware of the difficulties some people have been experiencing in secur-
ing insurance cover for flood risk at affordable prices or at all. 

In areas where flood defence and alleviation works have been carried out, I cannot accept 
that any property protected by significant public capital investment would not be able to receive 
a quotation for insurance at reasonable cost.  

In March 2012, I had a constructive engagement with the insurance industry about the 
scope and scale of the work undertaken by the OPW on flood risk management, on the allevia-
tion schemes being undertaken in many of our large cities and towns and, in particular, on the 
mapping of areas subject to flood risk nationally which will emerge from the OPW’s catchment 
flood risk assessment and management programme (CFRAM).

I indicated then that I wished to see an agreement reached as quickly as possible between 
the OPW and the IIF on a sustainable system of information sharing particularly for locations 
vulnerable to flooding and for identifying flood alleviation schemes and works completed and 
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where the standard of protection afforded by these works could be verified.

To meet the technical requirements set out by the industry for risk assessment purposes, a 
proposed template for providing the required information was presented to the IIF and a number 
of the main insurance companies in July 2012.  

I understand the IIF has indicated in recent days that it is in the process of collating the re-
sponses it has received from its members on the OPW information proposals and it hopes to be 
in a position shortly to formally respond on this.

I look forward to receiving the IIF response and I very much hope that it will be positive 
and allow for speedy agreement on the format of the information to be provided by the OPW.

18/10/2012WRO01650Upward Only Rent Reviews

18/10/2012WRO01700148. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a full; itemised list of all premises being leased by Government Departments 
and State agencies where there is an upwards only clause contained in the lease; if he will state 
the annual rent being paid on each premises; if he will make known any correspondence he 
has received relating to such commitments form the Comptroller and Auditor General or if his 
attention has been drawn to any recommendations made by the CAG in relation to same; if he 
has taken any steps to instruct the removal of these clauses from new leases entered into by the 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45373/12]

18/10/2012WRO01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The list of premises currently leased by the Commissioners of Public Works which 
contain an “upwards only” rent review covenant, and the annual rent payable in each case is set 
out in the following table. The Commissioners do not currently hold data relating to leases held 
by other State Bodies or Departments.

The Commissioners of Public Works have not received any correspondence or recommen-
dations from the Comptroller and Auditor General in the matter of “upward only” rent reviews.

The Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009, Section 132, banned the inclusion 
of “upward only” rent review clauses in all new leases, it is not applicable retrospectively to 
Leases entered into before the Act came into force. 

The Commissioners of Public Works are contractually bound by leasehold covenants in the 
same manner as all tenants, both public and commercial, under Landlord and Tenant legislation. 

COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
CARLOW Carlow D/ETE Of-

fice
O’Brien Road €369,436.00

CLARE Crusheen GS + MQ Ennis - Gort Road €25,000.00
CLARE Kilrush Revenue 

Office
Enterprise House €85,050.00

CORK Cork SWO - ESB 
Premises

ESB Premises €120,000.00

CORK Bantry SWO - 7 
Main Street

7 Main Street €24,000.00
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COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
CORK Cork Government 

Office Irish Life 
Building

Irish Life House €61,448.00

CORK Cork Environment 
Office

Unit 7, Eastgate 
Avenue

€76,773.52

CORK Cork Government 
Office Irish Life 
Building

Irish Life House €69,914.52

CORK Cork C&E Centre 
Park House

Centre Park House €43,940.00

CORK Cork C&E Centre 
Park House

Centre Park House €110,000.00

CORK Fermoy SWO - Con-
nolly Street

Connolly Street €9,000.00

CORK Cork C&E Centre 
Park House

Centre Park House €48,000.00

CORK Cork Marine Office Riverview Business 
Park

€58,500.00

CORK Cork Government 
Office Doughcloyne

Doughcloyne Indus-
trial Estate

€42,158.41

CORK Carrigaline DSFA 
Office

Units 2 & 4 €103,940.00

DONEGAL Letterkenny Driving 
Test Centre

Unit 5 Pearse Road €15,000.00

DONEGAL Ballyshannon Mari-
time  Office

Top Floor, Iona Of-
fice Block

€25,000.00

DUBLIN North Circular Road 
Park House

North Circular Road €92,778.00

DUBLIN Raheny DTC 4 All Saints Park €60,000.00
DUBLIN Swords Agricultural 

Inspectors
Castle Shopping 
Centre

€8,253.30

DUBLIN Gardiner Street Up-
per 77 CWS

77 Upper Gardiner 
Street

€201,190.00

DUBLIN Malahide SWO Main Street €15,871.73
DUBLIN Irish Life Centre 

Block 5/7
Lower Abbey Street €1,110,000.00

DUBLIN Molesworth Build-
ing Setanta Cntre

Molesworth Street/
South Frederic

€1,145,000.00

DUBLIN Airways Industrial 
Estate

Unit 1 €290,000.00

DUBLIN Harcourt Sq Garda 
Block 1

Harcourt Street €1,300,000.00

DUBLIN Molesworth Build-
ing Setanta Cntre

Molesworth Street/
South Frederic

€114,388.00

DUBLIN Cabinteely GS Bray Road €34,000.00
DUBLIN Finglas Probation & 

Welfare Service
Poppintree Mall €66,000.00
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COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
DUBLIN Jamestown Business 

Park Unit 38
Jamestown Business 
Park

€120,000.00

DUBLIN Dun Laoghaire 
Probation & Welfare 
Service

Foundation House €85,999.36

DUBLIN Harcourt St Harcourt 
Centre Block 2

Harcourt Street €228,500.00

DUBLIN Harcourt Sq Garda 
Block 2

Harcourt Street €1,832,500.00

DUBLIN Harcourt Sq Garda 
Block 3

Harcourt Street €1,278,800.00

DUBLIN Mountshannon Road 
Furniture Branch Of-
fice Block

Mountshannon Road €460,000.00

DUBLIN Lombard St East 8 - 
11 Joyce Hse

8 - 11 Lombard 
Street

€560,000.00

DUBLIN Harcourt Sq Garda 
Block 4

Harcourt Street €417,250.00

DUBLIN East Essex Street 
Dolphin House

East Essex Street €655,000.00

DUBLIN Mount St Upr 36 36 Upper Mount 
Street

€200,000.00

DUBLIN Ely Place 7-8 Ely 
Court

7-8 Ely Place €730,000.00

DUBLIN St Stephens Gr 94 94 St Stephens 
Green

€612,000.00

DUBLIN St Stephens Gr 94 94 St Stephens 
Green

€408,000.00

DUBLIN Ballyfermot Pro-
bation & Welfare 
Service

Le Fanu Road €39,500.00

DUBLIN Park West Ind Est 
Unit 4

Unit 4/Site 39 €180,000.00

DUBLIN Clondalkin SWO 
Ninth Lock Rd

Block B €215,000.00

DUBLIN Earlsfort Terrace 
Earl Centre Block

Earlsfort Centre 
Block J

€150,000.00

DUBLIN Leeson Street Lower 
Ossory House

Earlsfort Centre €900,000.00

DUBLIN Irish Life Centre 
Block D E & F

Lower Abbey Street €900,000.00

DUBLIN Shelbourne Rd 
21Shelbourne Hse

21 Shelbourne Road €1,018,000.00

DUBLIN Sandyford Furze 
Road

90-91 Furze Road €255,000.00

DUBLIN Capel Street 89 -94 89 -94 Capel Street €689,321.76
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COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
DUBLIN Mount St Lr 73-79 

Ballaugh House
73-79 Lower Mount 
Street

€612,000.00

DUBLIN Park West Business 
Park Block 43

Block 43 €212,585.90

DUBLIN Bishops Square Redmonds Hill €1,495,500.00
DUBLIN Bishops Square Redmonds Hill €1,525,000.00
DUBLIN Bishops Square Redmonds Hill €1,120,000.00
DUBLIN Waterloo Road St 

Martins House
Dublin 4 €570,000.00

DUBLIN Adelaide Road 29-31 29-31 Adelaide Road €2,970,000.00
DUBLIN Balbriggan Passport 

Office
Unit 1,Fingal Bay 
Business Park

€390,000.00

DUBLIN Finglas Finance 
Storage

Unit 9 Jamestown 
Business Park

€72,500.00

DUBLIN Holles Street Hol-
brook House

Holbrook House €174,000.00

DUBLIN Conyngham Road 
Phoenix House

Phoenix House €365,000.00

DUBLIN Tallaght PIAB The Grain Hse,Blk 
1,The Exchange

€188,553.75

DUBLIN Clonmel Street 
[Clonmel Place]

Clonmel Place €804,500.00

DUBLIN Garden Lane Pro-
bation & Welfare 
Office

Carmans Hall €55,980.00

DUBLIN Great Strand St Mil-
lennium House

52-56 Great Strand 
Street

€265,675.00

DUBLIN Harcourt Road Dun 
Sceine

Iveagh Court Block 
A

€850,000.00

DUBLIN Blanchardstown 
Government Office

Block A Westend Of-
fice Park

€638,678.25

DUBLIN Swords Business 
Campus Unit 4

Swords Business 
Campus

€390,000.00

DUBLIN Swords Business 
Campus Unit 5/6A

Swords Business 
Campus

€231,443.68

DUBLIN Swords Business 
Campus Unit 5/6C

Swords Business 
Campus

€173,226.50

DUBLIN Bow Street Govern-
ment Office

31-35 Bow Street €450,000.00

DUBLIN Finglas Driving Test 
Ctr+Rev Store

Unidare Industrial 
Estate

€45,520.15

DUBLIN The Chancery Build-
ing

3-10 Chancery Lane €543,880.00

DUBLIN Abbey Street Upper 
26 - 30

Chapter House €994,569.76

DUBLIN Tallaght Gda Vehicle 
Pound

Airton Road €1,051,020.41
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COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
DUBLIN Abbey Street Upper 

26 - 30
Chapter House €672,175.55

DUBLIN Abbey Street Upper 
26 - 30

Chapter House €1,206,096.51

DUBLIN Abbey Street Upper 
26 - 30

Chapter House €211,542.00

DUBLIN Parnell Sq 16 16 Parnell Square €1,493,644.72
DUBLIN Revenue Castleview 

Georges St 
Block C €1,827,522.00

DUBLIN Nth King St 90 
Georges Court

Smithfield €1,353,509.00

DUBLIN Nth King St 90 
Georges Court

Smithfield €655,940.00

DUBLIN Finglas Driving Test 
Yard

Jamestown Business 
Park

€120,000.00

DUBLIN Navan Road Ash-
towngate Block B

Navan Road €254,401.00

DUBLIN Kings Inn House 
SWO & ESO

Parnell St €208,275.00

DUBLIN Kings Inn House 
SWO & ESO

Parnell St €558,200.00

DUBLIN Smithfield Office of 
Film Classification

Block B2 €255,955.00

GALWAY Galway DAF Dock-
gate

Dockgate €922,250.00

GALWAY Galway Liosbaun 
Garda Unit 1B

Liosbaun Business 
Park

€25,987.50

GALWAY Galway Millenium 
House

Westbridge €19,407.50

GALWAY Galway Gov Off 
Hynes Building

Hynes Building €222,425.00

GALWAY Galway Irish Water 
Safety

Long Walk €41,722.00

GALWAY Galway Probation & 
Welfare Service

Abbey Arch Units 
1,4, 5,7 & 8

€34,274.04

GALWAY Galway Probation & 
Welfare Service

Abbey Arch Units 
1,4, 5,7 & 8

€27,068.28

GALWAY Loughrea Transport 
& RSA Temp Office

Clonfert House €51,837.50

GALWAY Loughrea Transport 
& RSA Temp Office

Clonfert House €31,225.00

GALWAY Loughrea Transport 
& RSA Temp Office

Clonfert House €56,187.50

KERRY Killarney D.T.C. Killarney Race 
Course

€40,000.00

KERRY Tralee Agriculture 
Warehouse

Ballinorig Road €18,324.86
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COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
KERRY Listowel Revenue 

Office
Old Mill Road €244,923.70

KILDARE Naas SWO - 
Rathasker Square

Unit 2  Rathasker 
Square

€23,000.00

KILDARE Naas Agriculture Of-
fice - Poplar House

Poplar House €95,696.00

KILDARE Willow Hse Millen-
nium Pk Block 6

Block 6, Willow 
House

€119,163.00

LAOIS Portlaoise Agricul-
ture Warehouse

Kylekiproe Industrial 
Estate

€107,919.25

LAOIS Portlaoise DAF Ap-
peals Office

Kilminchy Court €84,051.49

LAOIS Portarlington Data 
Protection Commis-
sioner Office

Data Protection 
Commissioners

€73,500.00

LAOIS Portlaoise Agricul-
ture Records

Unit 11 €98,133.16

LEITRIM Carrick-on-Shannon 
SWO

Attyory €800,000.00

LIMERICK Newcastlewest 
Probation & Welfare 
Office

Churchtown Road €39,613.16

LIMERICK Limerick Govern-
ment Office Houston 
Hall 

Houston Hall €373,568.00

LIMERICK Limerick DFA Office Henry St €900,000.00
LOUTH Drogheda Probation 

& Welfare Service
23 Laurence Street €66,000.00

MAYO Castlebar Probation 
& Welfare Service

Unit 10, N5 Business 
Retail Park

€38,259.80

MAYO Swinford DSFA Of-
fice

Chapel Street €18,840.00

MAYO Ballina Road Safety 
HQ Unit 3

Moyvalley Business 
Park

€121,250.00

MAYO Ballina Road Safety 
HQ Unit 4

Moyvalley Business 
Park

€121,937.50

MEATH Navan SWO Kennedy Road €230,000.00
MEATH Navan Government 

Office Kilcairn
Kilcairn €573,700.00

MEATH Navan Athlumney 
House

Atulumney House €439,921.00

MEATH Navan Revenue Ab-
bey Mall

Abbey Road €575,360.00

MONAGHAN Monaghan Drainage 
Workshops

Drumbear €32,500.00

OFFALY Tullamore SWO 
Castle Buildings

Office Suite 1 & 2 
Castle Builds

€204,044.80
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COUNTY NAME ADDRESS 1 RENT PA
SLIGO Sligo Customs and 

Excise Store
Rhodaville Ware-
house

€24,000.00

SLIGO Sligo Government 
Office - Westward 
Town Centre

Westward Town 
Centre

€42,260.00

SLIGO Marino House Finisklin Business 
Park

€57,642.00

SLIGO Lough Arrow Field 
Study Centre

Lough Arrow €33,430.00

SLIGO Marino House Finisklin Business 
Park

€57,640.15

SLIGO Sligo Government 
Office - Westward 
Town Centre

Westward Town 
Centre

€53,250.00

TIPPERARY Nenagh Justice Of-
fice

24 Kenyon Street €36,270.00

TIPPERARY Borrisokane GS Main Street €14,000.00
TIPPERARY Roscrea Civil De-

fence Office
Enterprise Hse, Be-
namore Bus Pk

€25,000.00

TIPPERARY Roscrea Civil De-
fence Office

Enterprise Hse, Be-
namore Bus Pk

€178,825.00

TIPPERARY Tipperary Temporary 
Office

Block 2 Rossmore 
Village

€103,957.50

WATERFORD Waterford RSA Test 
Centre

Six Cross Roads Bus 
Park

€40,000.00

WATERFORD Waterford Agricul-
ture Belview

Marine Point €13,220.00

WATERFORD Waterford RSA Test 
Centre

Six Cross Roads Bus 
Park

€156,000.00

WEXFORD Rosslare Harbour 
Government Office

Port Terminal €10,860.00

WEXFORD Rosslare Harbour 
Government Office

Port Terminal €79,206.26

WEXFORD Enniscorthy SWO 
Portsmouth Hse

Unit 9, Portsmouth 
House

€25,000.00

WICKLOW Arklow Prob & Wel-
fare Service

Wexford Road €19,046.07

WICKLOW Dunlavin GS + MQ Market Square €10,500.00
WICKLOW Block D Bray Civic 

Centre
Cualann Centre €471,541.36

18/10/2012WRO01850Legislative Programme

18/10/2012WRO01900149. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he intends to publish the Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill legislation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45420/12]
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18/10/2012WRO02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In July 2012 
the Government approved my proposals to reform Freedom of Information and extend the Act 
to all public bodies.  I have submitted the detailed General Scheme of a Freedom of Information 
Reform Bill to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform for 
its views and recommendations.  I believe that the Committee can on its own account and draw-
ing on the perspectives, experience and expertise of a broader range of relevant parties make 
a very significant contribution  to the further development and refinement of these important 
legislative proposals. I expect to be in a position to publish the Freedom of Information Bill 
following careful consideration of the views to be furnished by the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on the legislative proposals and the drafting of the Bill by the Office of the Chief Parliamentary 
Counsel in due course.

18/10/2012WRO02050Health and Safety Regulations

18/10/2012WRO02100150. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if there 
are any health and safety regulations in place for sports clubs nationwide to prohibit the use of 
dangerous chemicals to line pitches such as lime, petroleum products and so on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45535/12]

18/10/2012WRO02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is responsible for legislation governing workplace health and safety and the Health and 
Safety Authority, which operates under the aegis of my Department, is the national statutory 
body with responsibility for enforcing and investigating alleged breaches of that legislation.  
The Authority has workplace inspection programmes in place, and insofar as a sports club 
would be a workplace such clubs would be liable to inspection under health and safety legisla-
tion.  

The Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 places a responsibility on all employers to 
ensure the safety, health and welfare at work of their employees. In meeting this responsibility, 
employers must identify hazards at the place of work and carry out an assessment of the risk 
presented by any such hazards.  Following a review of this assessment the employer is required 
to implement appropriate steps to bring about any necessary improvement to the safety, health 
and welfare at work of their employees.

In relation to chemicals such as lime or petroleum products, there are no specific occupa-
tional health and safety Regulations that provide for the prohibition of such chemicals.   How-
ever, health and safety information on chemicals can be found on product labels in line with 
the EU’s Classification, Labelling and Packaging of chemicals Regulation (1272/2008). Under 
that Regulation, if the chemicals are classified as hazardous, then a Safety Data Sheet must 
be provided to professional users at work and must be prepared in a format set out in the EU 
“REACH” Regulation (1907/2006). 

“REACH” provides for the uses of some hazardous chemicals to be prohibited or restricted 
across Europe so as to protect human health and the environment.  However, there is no spe-
cific restriction on the use of lime currently under “REACH”.  In that regard, specific details of 
the chemicals used would need to be checked against the technical Annexes of the “REACH” 
Regulation.  Chemicals such as plant protection products and biocides are also regulated and 
controlled by specific legislation.   

If the Deputy has concerns regarding the safety of a particular industrial chemical he should 
contact the Health and Safety Authority Helpdesk (Tel: 1890 289 389 or chemicals@hsa.ie).   
Furthermore, if the concern relates to a pesticide or biocide then contact should be made with 
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the Pesticide Registration and Control Division of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

18/10/2012WRP00600151. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will detail the action he is taking to assist small and medium enterprise to optimise their 
share of public procurement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45385/12]

   Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  The public 
sector spends in the region of €14 billion on the purchase of goods and services each year.  
Public procurement therefore offers significant business opportunities for enterprises, and 
particularly SMEs, who can compete successfully and win a share of these contracts.  

The Action Plan for Jobs contains a series of actions designed to improve access to 
public procurement opportunities for SMEs.  These include ensuring that the qualify-
ing criteria for public contracts are proportionate, and providing advice to firms on how to 
improve their engagement in the procurement process.  Some of these actions are for de-
livery by the National Procurement Service (NPS) and the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform, which has overall responsibility for public procurement policy in Ireland.       

With regard to my own Department and its agencies, Enterprise Ireland is actively supporting 
its client companies in preparing and competing for public contracts.  The agency has assigned 18 
Advisors to work with companies in the procurement process.  This support is in addition to the one-
to-one engagement undertaken with client companies by Enterprise Ireland’s Procurement Team. In 
the last 12 months, 697 clients have participated in events organised by the Public Procurement Team.

Enterprise Ireland, along with the NPS, has been encouraging client SMEs to reg-
ister on the eTenders.ie and Procurement.ie websites so that they are alerted to upcom-
ing public procurement opportunities.  The agency has also been involved in “Meet 
the Buyer” events which bring together public sector buyers and potential suppliers.

A ‘Procuring Innovation Initiative’ has been introduced under the Action Plan for 
Jobs, with the aim of encouraging a more flexible approach to tendering that focuses on 
procuring innovative solutions to an organisation’s needs, rather than prescribed prod-
ucts or services which may be less effective.  This approach will afford an opportu-
nity for innovate SMEs to demonstrate their capacity to win public contracts. A num-
ber of State bodies have agreed to participate in the Procuring Innovation Initiative. 

In conjunction with the NPS, Enterprise Ireland is also exploring the potential for developing 
a panel of contractors on the Government’s eTenders website which could be available to prin-
cipal contractors who are looking for subcontractors or specialist partners to complete a project.    

Progress in relation to the initiatives under the Action Plan for Jobs to im-
prove SME access to public procurement are published in the Quarterly Progress Re-
ports which are available on my Department’s website, www.enterprise.gov.ie.

18/10/2012WRP00150Job Creation Issues

18/10/2012WRP00200152. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the posi-
tion regarding the Industrial Park West of Askeaton, County Limerick, which comprises of 240 
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acres; if he will appoint a person to look at this industrial park with a view to try and get some 
industry into same and have necessary jobs created; and if there has ever been a feasibility study 
done by his Department or any reports on this industrial park with a view to attracting industry 
to the area. [45459/12]

18/10/2012WRP00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that the Askeaton Business Park is owned by Shannon Development and is 
one of the main sites available for industrial development in County Limerick.  The park con-
tinues to be marketed by Shannon Development in conjunction with IDA Ireland and Enterprise 
Ireland, as well as Limerick County Council.  The recent work to improve the N69 road from 
Limerick to Foynes will assist in the ability to market the location, and Shannon Development 
has had discussions with the Shannon Foynes Port Authority about jointly promoting the busi-
ness park for businesses that would primarily locate there due to the proximity to Foynes Port.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government decided, in principle last May, to separate 
Shannon Airport from the DAA and bring it together with a restructured Shannon Develop-
ment to create a new Shannon entity with a commercial mandate in public ownership.  As a 
consequence of this decision the Government appointed a Steering Group and two task forces 
to examine the various issues involved. As part of the overall process discussions are currently 
on-going with Shannon Development, Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland regarding the most 
appropriate use of lands which currently fall under the ownership of Shannon Development.  I 
am not aware of any feasibility study having been undertaken in relation to the business park.

18/10/2012WRP00350Job Creation Issues

18/10/2012WRP00400153. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form, for each jobs announcement by an Industrial Development Agency 
client company, the number of additional jobs expected to be created and relevant timeframe, 
any amendment to the number of jobs created as per adjustments to grant aid; the number em-
ployed at the client company at the time of the announcement; and the numbers employed at the 
last time such data was available for each of the past five years. [45475/12]

18/10/2012WRP00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of IDA 
Ireland’s investment announcements for the past 5 years are available on the Agency’s website 
at www.idaireland.com.    The listing includes, where appropriate, the number of potential jobs 
announced by the individual company.  The Forfás Annual Employment Survey reports on job 
gains and losses in companies that are clients of the industrial development agencies.  Informa-
tion is aggregated at county level.  Information on job numbers is provided by companies on 
a confidential basis for statistical purposes only.  Jobs announced are typically created over a 
period of between three to five years depending on the company’s business plan.

18/10/2012WRP00550Industrial Development

18/10/2012WRP00600154. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will detail the information requested by the Industrial Development Agency as part of the moni-
toring progress for financial assistance from client companies. [45476/12]

18/10/2012WRP00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): When approv-
ing financial assistance for a company, IDA Ireland, which is a statutory body, enters into a legal 
and binding contract with that company.  The contract, which is confidential between IDA Ire-
land and the company, includes conditions and milestones with which the company is required 
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to comply before any financial assistance is paid.  In order to draw down grants, a company 
must meet the performance targets as set out in the contract.  IDA Ireland pays grants pro rata 
with achieved performance.  Companies sign a grant agreement in full knowledge that the pen-
alty for non-performance is pro rata repayment of the grant.  In cases where companies have not 
achieved the agreed performance target or, in the event of a company closure, IDA Ireland will 
seek to recover the grants paid.

18/10/2012WRP00750Foreign Direct Investment

18/10/2012WRP00800155. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will detail the average lead in time, from first engagement to a jobs announcement by the Indus-
trial Development Agency client companies. [45477/12]

18/10/2012WRP00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The business 
of securing foreign direct investment is a complex one. I understand from IDA Ireland that, 
depending on the size and scale of the project, the lead in time from first engagement to job 
announcement can vary from 12 months upwards.  A number of factors have an impact on this 
timeframe.  For example, a large multinational may require its own board approval for large in-
vestment whereas a smaller emerging business/ financial service company may not.  The sector 
and business activity can also have an impact.  With Pharmaceutical/Medical Technology com-
panies or large ICT companies, a fit out or new build may be required.  Finally, deciding on a 
location can also be a contributory factor.  Normally a company is shown three or four selected 
towns which could meet its requirements for skills, labour, site and/or buildings, infrastructure, 
etc. and while IDA Ireland will seek to influence the selection of location, the final decision on 
the location of and the announcement to proceed with the project is taken in all cases by the 
promoting company.

18/10/2012WRP00950Employment Appeals Tribunal

18/10/2012WRP01000156. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the position 
regarding the Employment Appeals Tribunal in regard to the number of applications pending; 
the waiting period for an application to be processed; his plans to reorganise the Tribunal in 
regard to easier access and quicker turnover of applications; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45498/12]

18/10/2012WRP01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Employ-
ment Appeals Tribunal is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have 
no direct involvement in its day to day operations.  The Tribunal hears claims under 18 separate 
pieces of legislation, some of which are lodged as direct claims to the Tribunal and others which 
come to the Tribunal by way of appeal or implementation of a Rights Commissioner’s recom-
mendation/decision.  The Tribunal has seen a significant increase in its caseload in recent years, 
as it is one of the front-line services directly impacted upon by the economic downturn.  The 
largest increase in claims has been in redundancy appeals but other types of claims have also 
increased.  Regrettably this has had the unfortunate consequence of increasing the time it takes 
for a claimant to have his or her case heard.  All appeals are listed for hearing in accordance 
with their date of lodgement with the Tribunal.

Despite the significant increase in the volume of claims, the Tribunal has been pro-active in 
seeking to manage the caseload to maximise efficiency. As part of the drive for efficiencies the 
Tribunal streams cases, of similar types where possible or where the parties are the same.  These 
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efficiencies have resulted in quicker turnover and improvements to the service provided and 
delivered significant increases in output and the number of cases disposed of, in 2010 (+30%), 
2011 (+11%) and a further marked increase to date in 2012.  The number of claims awaiting 
hearing at the end of Q3 2012 is 4,311. There has been a continued reduction in the number of 
claims awaiting hearing since Q1 2011. However, of the total number of claims received by the 
Tribunal, approximately 25% to 35% of these claims are Unfair Dismissal claims.  Due to the 
contested nature of unfair dismissal cases, a very significant but varying amount of the Tribu-
nal’s time is given to these hearings.

I am informed that the waiting periods at the end of September 2012, ranged from 9 weeks 
to 94 weeks.  The reason for the variance in these waiting times is because the Tribunal con-
ducts hearings in about 36 locations. Where the number of cases is relatively small, the Tribunal 
may wait until a sufficient number of cases are on hand so as to maximise value for money.  
Once a critical mass of hearings is assembled, 5 days of hearing in a single location can reduce 
the waiting time in the area concerned significantly. I have asked the Tribunal to examine if 
further efficiencies can be achieved through rationalizing their hearing venues.  Delays are also 
impacted upon by the number of postponement or adjournment applications made by either 
party.  I understand that the Tribunal targets areas with the longest waiting period and highest 
level of claims outstanding; using the resources it has currently available.  The Tribunal is ac-
tively working to meet this challenge, notwithstanding the high level of claims in recent years 
and the administrative resources available.

I believe it is essential that we have efficient and effective mechanisms to develop harmoni-
ous and productive workplaces and to assist employers and employees to avoid and resolve dis-
putes.  When I came into office last year I inherited a system for resolving employment disputes 
that did not achieve this.  The system was frustrating for employers, employees and profession-
als representing them.  Notwithstanding the efforts of the EAT and others to reduce backlogs, I 
believe the delays that users of the service are experiencing are unacceptable.

It is for these reasons I am undertaking a root and branch reform of all five Workplace Re-
lations Bodies.  The Reform programme I have commenced will deliver a World-Class Work-
place Relations structure. I propose to establish a two-tier Workplace Relations structure.  This 
means that from next year two statutorily independent bodies will replace the current five. We 
will have a new single body of first instance to be called the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion and a separate appeals body, which will effectively be an expanded Labour Court.  All 
complaints will be dealt with by a single body of first instance where the aim will be to have a 
hearing within three months from the time the case is lodged.

The activities of the Labour Relations Commission, the National Employment Rights Au-
thority, the Equality Tribunal and the first instance functions of the Employment Appeals Tri-
bunal and the Labour Court will be merged into the new Body of First Instance, to be known 
as the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC).  The appellate functions of the Employment 
Appeals Tribunal will be incorporated into an expanded Labour Court. Work has commenced 
on the drafting of a Workplace Relations Bill to give effect to the new two-tier structure.  I 
fully expect the work that I have initiated with regard to the reform of the Workplace Relations 
Bodies, including the EAT, to significantly improve the quality of service to users including a 
reduction in waiting times.

Since I announced my reform proposals we have undertaken two public consultation pro-
cesses; published two policy documents; published a new website; introduced a single com-
plaint form and single contact portal and commenced delivery of an Early Resolution Service.  
In addition we have prepared the Scheme of the Workplace Relations Bill and secured Govern-
ment Approval for priority drafting of the Bill. 
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Significant progress has been made to date which means we now have:

- A new single contact portal called “Workplace Relations Customer Services” dealing with 
all Workplace Relations complaints which has replaced the five separate entry points.

- Complaints are now acknowledged, on average, within a week of receipt. This was previ-
ously taking up to eight months in some cases.

- The employer is also notified, on average, within a week of the complaint being lodged thus 
increasing the possibility of a resolution being reached without the need for a hearing. Again 
this was taking up to eight months

- There are now no backlogs for Rights Commissioner hearings.
- A Single Complaint Form that deals with over 100 first instance complaints has replaced the 

30 forms previously in use.
- A new workplace relations interim website www.workplacerelations.ie is in place.
- A pilot Early Resolution Service is now seeking to resolve disputes at an early stage without 

the need for adjudication.
  I am determined to progress the next phase of the reform and the enactment of the legislation 

with the same determination and priority that has delivered excellent results so far.

18/10/2012WRP01150Industrial Development

18/10/2012WRP01200157. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when he will introduce legislation on the changes in responsibility for Shannon Development 
and the way it is expected that the change will affect the promotion and use of lands in County 
Limerick that are currently in the ownership of Shannon Development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45519/12]

18/10/2012WRP01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy 
will be aware that the Government decided, in principle last May, to separate Shannon Airport 
from the DAA and bring it together with a restructured Shannon Development to create a new 
Shannon entity with a commercial mandate in public ownership.  As a consequence of this 
decision the Government appointed a Steering Group and two task forces to examine the vari-
ous issues involved.  The Steering Group and task forces are due to report back to Government 
before year end and their work will also include recommendations as to the future ownership of 
assets owned by Shannon Development.  As part of the overall process discussions are currently 
on-going with Shannon Development, Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland regarding the most 
appropriate use of lands which currently fall under the ownership of Shannon Development.  
Shannon Development currently has a range of property in County Limerick, the largest of 
which are National Technology Park, Raheen Business Park and Askeaton land bank. The com-
pany also has smaller business parks in Newcastle West, Kilmallock, Askeaton and Abbeyfeale.

The Deputy will also be aware that I recently announced a legislative change which will 
shortly remove the restriction on IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland in providing their services 
in the Shannon Free Zone.  The requirement for further legislative change in relation to the pro-
motion of Shannon Development’s lands in Limerick, and if any such change is required, will 
become clearer once the Steering Group and task forces have completed their work and report 
back to Government.

18/10/2012WRP01350Redundancy Payments

18/10/2012WRP01400158. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a redundancy 
payment will be finalised for persons (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [45398/12]

18/10/2012WRP01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On the 7th December 2011 this 
matter was heard before the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) with 22 appellants seeking a 
redundancy payment.  The EAT upheld that 20 of the 22 appellants were entitled to a statutory 
redundancy payment from their former employer, the organisation to which the Deputy refers.   
The appeals of the other two appellants were withdrawn at the hearing.  Following the EAT 
decision, redundancy lump sum claims in respect of the 20 eligible employees were received 
by the Department.   The 20 claims have been awarded and payment of their statutory redun-
dancy entitlement, issued directly to those former employees in May 2012.  The Department 
has no outstanding statutory redundancy payment claims on hand in respect of the organisation 
to which the Deputy refers.

18/10/2012WRP01550Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2012WRP01600159. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the rates of 
rent supplement differ significantly between the areas of North Tipperary and South Tipperary 
and his plans to change this situation. [45425/12]

18/10/2012WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source. The overall aim is to provide short 
term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by 
the Exchequer.  There are approximately 90,000 persons in receipt of rent supplement for which 
the Government has provided €436 million in 2012.

The State plays a major role in the private rental market through the rent supplement scheme.  
As the Department currently funds approximately 30% of the private rented sector it is essential 
that State support for rents are kept under review and reflect current market conditions.  Revised 
maximum rent limits came into force on 1 January 2012 and are in place until June 2013.  These 
limits were set after an analysis of the most up to date market data available.  Any price dif-
ferential between North and South Tipperary was based on the analysis of their respective local 
rental markets.  The emphasis of the rent limit review was to ensure that maximum value for 
money for tenants and the taxpayer was achieved whilst at the same time ensuring that people 
on rent supplement are not priced out of the market for private rented accommodation.

Analysis of the rental market shows that for both North Tipperary and South Tipperary there 
are properties available for rent supplement recipients.  The Department will continue to moni-
tor rent levels throughout the country but at this point I have no immediate plans to revise the 
existing rent limits.  The next review of rent limits will take place before June 2013 and any 
changes to the limits in Tipperary will be considered as part of this review.

18/10/2012WRP01750Mortgage Interest Supplement Payments

18/10/2012WRP01800160. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review and 
outline the system of checks and balances of the way the mortgage interest supplement is being 
used, to ensure that the recipient is passing all money onto the financial institutions. [45426/12]

18/10/2012WRP01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Mortgage interest supplement 
(MIS) provides short-term income support to eligible people who are unable to meet their mort-
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gage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place of residence.  There are 
currently approximately 16,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the Govern-
ment has provided €51 million for in 2012.  From 18 June 2012, applicants for MIS must com-
ply with an alternative payment arrangement agreed with their lender for a cumulative period of 
not less than 12 months prior to becoming eligible for the scheme.  The underlying principle of 
this legislative change is to ensure that MIS eligibility criteria reflect the forbearance arrange-
ments set out in the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP). Part of the MIS eligibility 
criteria includes the provision of written evidence that applicants have engaged with his/her 
mortgage service provider under the MARP.

There are standard controls which form part of the day-to-day administration of the mort-
gage interest supplement scheme.  This includes a number of operational controls in place to 
ensure that payment of mortgage interest supplement does not continue to those who no longer 
have an entitlement such as regular review of claims.  These reviews include the provision of 
information by the claimant and a statement on the current position of the mortgage from the 
mortgage provider. In addition warning reports are issued to officers where there is a change in 
circumstances which would prompt a review of entitlement.  The delivery of services and con-
trol related functions in relation to processing MIS applications is subject to on-going review.

  Question No. 161 withdrawn.

18/10/2012WRP02050Disability Allowance Appeals

18/10/2012WRP02100162. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [45436/12]

18/10/2012WRP02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16th July 
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11 October 2012 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

18/10/2012WRP02250Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

18/10/2012WRP02300163. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
domiciliary care allowance will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45465/12]

18/10/2012WRP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received on the 2nd July 2012.  This application was referred to one 
of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible for 
DCA.  A letter issued on the 20th August 2012 advising of the decision not to allow the applica-
tion.  

The person concerned supplied further information and the case has been forwarded to an-
other of the Department’s Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of the 
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new information supplied. Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the application will 
be further reviewed and the person concerned will be notified of the position.

18/10/2012WRQ00150Mortgage Resolution Processes

18/10/2012WRQ00200164. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the process involved in 
becoming a recognised member of the panel of mediators to assist and advise borrowers in 
distress that she recently announced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45469/12]

18/10/2012WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I recently announced a three-
phased approach to establishing a comprehensive Mortgage Arrears Information and Advice 
Service to provide the necessary supports to assist people in mortgage distress.  The approach 
differentiates between mortgage information and mortgage advice.  The first two involve the 
enhancement of the website www.keepingyourhome.ie and the establishment of a Mortgage 
Arrears Information Helpline within the Citizens Information Board both of which focus on the 
provision of comprehensive mortgage arrears information in particular to people in arrears or 
pre-arrears.

The third element of the service is the provision of independent financial advice to mortgage 
holders who are being presented with long term mortgage resolution proposals by their lend-
ers.  This advice will be provided by a panel of accountants drawn from members of the main 
accountancy institutes in Ireland who have agreed to participate and support this independent 
service.

When a lender is proposing longer-term mortgage resolutions, the lender will advise the 
borrower to obtain independent financial advice on the proposed arrangement and that, if the 
borrower wishes to avail of this option, that the lender will pay €250 to an accountant of the 
borrower’s choosing for the provision of this advice.  An operating protocol for the provision of 
this advice has been agreed between the main accountancy bodies and the lenders.  The general 
scope of the advice will be limited to the borrower’s principal private residence.

The advisory framework has commenced with practising accountants because they already 
operate within a regulatory regime which includes qualitative oversight by their regulating bod-
ies and in these circumstances it was possible to establish the advisory framework for people 
with mortgage distress within a relatively short timeframe.  This framework will be reviewed 
in June 2013.

The accountancy bodies have notified their members about the new service.  Accountants, 
with practising certificates who want to be involved, need to indicate to their relevant account-
ing bodies their wish to participate in the service.  To date, some 2,700 accountants have con-
firmed to their accounting body that they wish to be part of the panel and their details are now 
listed on www.keepingyourhome.ie on a county by county basis.

  Question No. 165 withdrawn.

18/10/2012WRQ00450Departmental Expenditure

18/10/2012WRQ00500166. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide an 
update on estimated savings in Social Protection expenditure (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45485/12]
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18/10/2012WRQ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Comprehensive Expenditure 
Report 2012 – 2014, published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in De-
cember 2011, provides for savings of €475 million in 2012 from a range of welfare measures 
announced in Budget 2012.  The Report also provides for savings of €648 million in 2013 and 
€690 million in 2014 arising from these measures.

18/10/2012WRQ00650Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

18/10/2012WRQ00700167. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the following case regarding a disability (details supplied). [45492/12]

18/10/2012WRQ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This question is a matter for my 
colleague the Minister for Finance.

18/10/2012WRQ00850Illness Benefit Appeals

18/10/2012WRQ00900168. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
appeal for illness benefit payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45499/12]

18/10/2012WRQ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.  An 
appeal was registered on the 9th October 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has ad-
vised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for the 
documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal.  
In that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  The person 
concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

18/10/2012WRQ01050Social Welfare Appeals Status

18/10/2012WRQ01100169. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a review of new evidence that was sent to the social welfare appeals office by a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo. [45504/12]

18/10/2012WRQ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the 
appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  Under Social Welfare legislation, 
the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed by the 
Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  Fresh evidence has been submitted 
and the Appeal Officer has decided to re-open the appeal by way of granting an oral hearing.  
The person concerned will be contacted when arrangements for the hearing have been arranged.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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18/10/2012WRQ01250Carer’s Allowance Applications

18/10/2012WRQ01300170. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for carer’s allow-
ance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45534/12]

18/10/2012WRQ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 30th January 
2012.  The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

18/10/2012WRQ01450Disability Allowance Appeals

18/10/2012WRQ01500171. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a disability pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [45544/12]

18/10/2012WRQ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 27th 
August 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

18/10/2012WRQ01650Semi-State Bodies Mergers

18/10/2012WRQ01700172. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will outline the proposed cost-cutting measures that will be taking place at 
Bord na Móna this year on account of the bad harvest; his views on any proposed pay reductions 
and time reductions across the workforce; the details of the dialogue he and or the management 
at Bord na Móna has had with staff and their representatives over proposed cost-cutting mea-
sures; the timelines involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45379/12]

18/10/2012WRQ01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This year’s poor peat harvest has created significant financial challenges for Bord na Móna 
and emphasises the importance of the company’s ongoing diversification and growth strategy 
away from its core peat business.  The management of Bord na Móna is taking decisive steps 
to ensure a sustainable future for the company and to secure long-term employment by way of 
its diversification strategy, particularly in the area of renewable power generation.  The specific 
steps being taken by the company to address the financial challenges in light of this year’s peat 
harvest are operational matters for the Board and management of Bord na Móna.  I met with a 
number of deputies on the implications of the poor harvest recently and on October 18th I met 
with the Board and senior management.  I am satisfied that the Board and management of the 
company are committed and focused on managing the challenges currently being faced as a 
consequence of the harvest results for 2012.
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18/10/2012WRQ01850Information and Communications Technology Issues

18/10/2012WRQ01900173. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide a detailed update in the phase II roll out of the exemplar 
network project; if he will provide details of associated jobs which have been created and the 
number of entities in the Dublin area that are participating in the scheme; the progress made in 
relation to phase III of the project and the preparations that are underway in cities and towns 
outside Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45382/12]

18/10/2012WRQ02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In 2009, with the publication of the Technology Actions to Support the Smart Economy report, 
my Department identified the possibility of significant economic potential from first mover 
use of new types of flexible networking technology in a research context.  To this end it put 
in place the first phase of the Exemplar programme, a test bed facility based on one such new 
and advanced Irish technology - Optical Packet Switching and Transport (OPST) from Intune 
Networks.  This facility has been available for the development and testing of next generation 
services and has been accessible though the HEAnet academic network in Ireland, and via 
this to academic networks and their users elsewhere in Europe.  The Test-bed has 14 industry 
partners and 8 academic research partners and has led to the creation of 50 new jobs in Ireland.

Under phase II of the Exemplar programme, my Department is examining whether a re-
search support platform, involving academic and industry researchers and including the OPST 
and other publicly funded research facilities, would stimulate increased cross-organisational 
research, formalise existing support mechanisms and provide a basis for better researcher-to-
researcher networking in developing innovative ICT products and services.  These might in-
clude Big Data services, analytics services and new cloud support services.  My Department is 
also in discussions with HEAnet, in this context, with a view to using its extensive network to 
widen access to the test-bed.  Phase 3 of the Exemplar Programme envisioned the development 
of a national smart communications infrastructure.  The scale, scope, and breadth of this phase 
of the Exemplar programme will need to be set by private investors/funders.

18/10/2012WRQ02050Alternative Energy Projects

18/10/2012WRQ02100174. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide up to date figures from EirGrid of the total installed wind 
capacity here; the maximum potential wind energy generation in the State; the annual rate of 
increase of both installed wind capacity in the State for the past ten years and the annual average 
consumption of renewable energy as a proportion of all energy consumed in the past ten years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45387/12]

18/10/2012WRQ02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
EirGrid have advised that as of October 2012 approx. 1,695MW of wind generation capacity is 
connected or energised.  The maximum potential of wind generated electricity, based on an av-
erage yearly 31% capacity factor, if applied to the existing installed capacity could potentially 
produce 4.6 Terawatt hours over a year.  This would translate into approximately 18% of elec-
tricity demand.  At particular time intervals, wind has produced enough power to meet 50% of 
electricity demand, and has even reached a high of 38% of total daily electricity demand.  123 
MW is the annual average added each year to the grid over the past 10 years.

Data from EirGrid on the installed capacity of wind for the last 10 years is as follows:

Installed Capacity at Year’s End
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2003 - 203 MW

2004 - 371MW

2005 - 641MW

2006 - 693 MW

2007 - 958 MW

2008 - 1067 MW

2009 - 1396 MW

2010 - 1538 MW

2011 - 1629 MW

Figures from SEAI on the average annual average consumption of renewable energy as a 
proportion of all energy consumed (this includes electricity, heating and transport fuels) over 
the last ten years is set out below.  Two tables are given.  The first is all renewable energy as a 
percentage of total primary energy (TPER) SEAI has also separately provided renewable en-
ergy as a percentage of gross final consumption, in line with the definition used in the Renew-
able Directive.

- 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Renew-
ables 
% of 
TPER

1.6% 1.8% 1.6% 1.9% 2.4% 2.7% 3.0% 3.6% 4.6% 4.6% 6.0%

Hydro 0.4% 0.5% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.5% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4%
Wind 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.4% 0.6% 0.9% 1.0% 1.3% 1.7% 1.6% 2.7%
Biomass 0.9% 0.8% 0.8% 0.9% 1.1% 1.1% 1.1% 1.1% 1.3% 1.4% 1.5%
Landfill 
Gas

0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3%

Biogas 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
Liquid 
Biofuels

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.3% 0.5% 0.6% 0.7%

Solar 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%
Geother-
mal

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

- 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Renew-
ables % 
of Gross 
Final Con-
sumption

2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.3% 2.8% 3.1% 3.5% 4.0% 5.0% 5.5% 6.4%

Hydro 
(nor-
malised)

0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.6%

Wind (nor-
malised)

0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.5% 0.7% 1.1% 1.3% 1.5% 2.0% 2.2% 2.9%

Biomass 1.1% 1.1% 1.0% 1.1% 1.4% 1.4% 1.3% 1.3% 1.5% 1.6% 1.7%
Landfill 
Gas

0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

Biogas 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
Liquid 
Biofuels

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0.6% 0.7% 0.8%
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- 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Solar 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1%
Geother-
mal

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2%

18/10/2012WRQ02250Energy Resources

18/10/2012WRQ02300175. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide information on Ireland’s strategic oil reserves plan; the 
estimated stock in days of category one, two and three reserves; the location of the reserves; the 
estimated cost into the future of maintain the reserves at an adequate level; if projections have 
been made to take into account a possible extreme spike in the price of crude oil; the details of 
the levy placed on fuel at the point of sale to fund the oil reserves and the expected increase or 
decrease of this levy in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45389/12]

18/10/2012WRQ02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Information on Ireland’s strategic oil reserves planning can be found in the Handbook on Oil 
Supply Disruption Contingency Measures published on my Department’s website www.dcenr.
gov.ie.  Ireland is fully compliant with its European Union (EU) obligation to hold 90 days sup-
ply of category one, category two and category three oil products for use in the event of an oil 
supply disruption.

Ireland is also fully compliant with its International Energy Agency (IEA) obligation to 
maintain 90 days of oil stocks.  The National Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) was established 
to ensure that Ireland meets its EU and IEA oil stockholding obligations.  In 2012, under IEA 
methodology, NORA is required to hold 75 days of Ireland’s 90 day stockholding requirements, 
the balance of which is held by industry.

NORA meets its stock-holding obligations by a combination of wholly-owned stocks and 
stock “tickets” (short term contracts to purchase oil in the event of an oil supply disruption).

Of the stocks currently held by NORA, approximately 66% are held as physical stocks on 
the island of Ireland, 33% are held as physical stocks abroad, and 2% are held as stock tickets.

All industry stocks are held as physical stocks within the State.

It is Government policy to increase the volume of strategic stocks held on the island of 
Ireland, subject to value for money considerations.  In 2011, NORA commissioned two new 
storage facilities at Ringsend, in Dublin and Kilroot, in County Antrim.  In addition, the refur-
bishment of an existing facility at Tarbert Power Station, County Kerry is at an advanced stage.  
This additional storage capacity will considerably enhance oil security on the Island of Ireland.

The costs of maintaining the strategic stocks held by NORA are outlined in the NORA an-
nual financial statements, which are published on the website www.nora.ie.  The costs vary 
from year to year depending on the obligation level set for NORA which in turn depends upon 
the level of oil consumption in the State.  NORA receives no Exchequer funding and its opera-
tions are funded by a levy imposed on the disposal of oil products which is currently 2 cents per 
litre and by borrowings from commercial banks.  The levy rate is reviewed from time to time 
and was increased from 1 cent per litre to the current rate of 2 cents per litre with effect from 
October, 2009.  I have no plans to amend the current rate.

Ireland, through its membership of the IEA has access to the latter’s oil market analysis, 
and as such my Department does not undertake independent projections or forecasts of future 
oil prices.  Volatility in global oil prices underscores the Government’s ongoing commitment to 
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delivering national energy efficiency and renewable energy objectives which are aimed at mov-
ing the economy away from reliance on imported carbon intensive fossil fuels.

18/10/2012WRR00150Gas and Electricity Disconnections

18/10/2012WRR00200176. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide information on the exact formula used by the CER to calculate 
the Public Service Obligation levy; if he will outline the exact formula used to regulate energy 
prices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45393/12]

18/10/2012WRR00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have no statutory function in the setting of electricity and gas prices, whether in the regulated 
or non-regulated parts of these markets.  Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and 
gas markets is a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an indepen-
dent statutory body.  Since 4 April 2011 prices in the electricity retail market have been fully 
deregulated.  Price setting by electricity suppliers is a commercial and operational matter for 
the companies concerned.  Business and domestic customers can now avail of the competitive 
offerings from a number of electricity supply companies.

With regard to gas, up until 1 October 2011 the CER has regulated the Bord Gáis Energy 
tariffs for its residential and smaller business customers but price regulation for the latter group 
ended at that point.  The CER still regulates the Bord Gáis Energy tariffs for its residential cus-
tomers.  I have no function in the matter.

For Bord Gáis Energy’s residential tariffs, the allowed revenue is examined twice yearly.  
These examinations set the BG Energy tariffs for the following six months of the gas year.  To 
set the prices that BG Energy may charge customers, the CER first determines the revenue 
that BG Energy needs to earn to meet costs efficiently.  These costs include the cost of buying 
wholesale gas, transportation, BG Energy’s own supply cost, profit margin and capital expen-
diture.  The most recent Gas Tariff Review (CER/12/146) was published on 4 September 2012.

The timing for complete deregulation of the residential segment of the gas market, as has 
taken place in the electricity market, is an issue under active review by the CER.  Full deregu-
lation leading to further competition will keep downward pressure on prices for consumers. 
Ireland is however a price taker for gas.

The Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy is charged to all electricity customers.  It is de-
signed to support the national policy objectives of security of energy supply, the use of indig-
enous fuels (i.e. peat) and the use of renewable energy sources in electricity generation, as set 
out in legislation. The proceeds of the levy are used to recoup, inter alia, the additional costs 
incurred by electricity suppliers in sourcing, and ESB Power Generation producing, a propor-
tion of their electricity from such generators.

Section 39 of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 sets out the legal basis for the PSO levy in 
Ireland.  Statutory Instrument No. 217 of 2002 made under Section 39 of the Electricity Regu-
lation Act requires that the CER calculates and certifies the costs associated with the PSO and 
sets the associated levy for the required period.  The PSO levy takes into account the estimated 
and actual costs incurred in undertaking generation activities which are covered in the relevant 
PSO legislation. Articles 8 and 9 of Statutory Instrument 217 of 2002 set out the methodology 
of the calculation of the components of the PSO levy and the estimation of the amount of the 
PSO levy by the CER.
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18/10/2012WRR00350Retail Sector

18/10/2012WRR00400177. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the Memorandum for Understanding agreed with the Troika includes pro-
vision for the establishment of certain larger retailers here. [45491/12]

18/10/2012WRR00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Retail Plan-
ning and accompanying Retail Design Manual which I published on 1 May 2012 are aimed at: 

- ensuring that the planning system plays a key role in supporting competitiveness in the 
retail sector;   

- advancing choice for the consumer while promoting and supporting the vitality and vi-
ability of city and town centres; and,

- contributing to a high standard of urban design and encouraging a greater use of sustain-
able transport. 

The Guidelines take into account the recommendations of the Forfás study : Review of the 
Economic Impact of the Retail Cap which is an evidence-based and focused study to analyse 
the potential economic impacts of eliminating the cap on the size of retail premises and is pub-
lished on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie.

 This study was prepared in response to the requirement in the EU/IMF Programme of Fi-
nancial Support for Ireland for an economic analysis of the potential impact on competition and 
consumer prices of eliminating or relaxing the floorspace cap on retail premises . 

On foot of the Forfás study , and the public consultation process on the draft Guidelines, the 
convenience retail floorspace caps were amended rather than eliminated and proposed excep-
tions to the 6,000 square metres retail warehouse cap may be considered on the merits of indi-
vidual development applications in the five National Spatial Strategy Gateway cities of Dublin, 
Cork, Waterford, Limerick/Shannon and Galway subject to the locational criteria set out in the 
Guidelines.

18/10/2012WRR00550Water Meters Installation

18/10/2012WRR00600178. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the installation of water meters is going to begin for the initial trial and 
nationwide; the installers of the meters; the way in which one may apply for a job regarding the 
installation of the meters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45395/12]

18/10/2012WRR00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be 
established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be respon-
sible for the metering programme.  In addition, the Government has recently approved the 
preparation of legislation to assign the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the 
metering programme.  The objective is to have the Bill enacted by the end of this year. Pend-
ing enactment, my Department will be working with the local authorities to progress aspects 
of the metering programme including the carrying out of surveys of domestic connections and 
will also be progressing the tender documentation for elements of the meter infrastructure.  The 
installation of water meters is due to commence in 2013. Installation contracts will be awarded 
by Irish Water to private contractors, who will be responsible for recruiting personnel to carry 



Questions - Written Answers

558

out the installations.

18/10/2012WRR00750Building Regulations

18/10/2012WRR00800179. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is satisfied that all building standards and warranties in the construction 
of a sports and leisure centre (details supplied) have been provided to Killarney Town Council; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45402/12]

18/10/2012WRR00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The matters raised in the Question might be more appropriately raised with Killarney 
Town Council. I have no direct function in relation to these matters.

18/10/2012WRR00950Fire Service Issues

18/10/2012WRR01000180. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide funding to Dublin City Council to purchase a foam 
tender for Dublin Fire Brigade in view of the fact that currently DFB is without a foam tender; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45417/12]

18/10/2012WRR01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 
2003. 

My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guidance, 
and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire appli-
ances and emergency equipment as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations.

My Department paid a total of €328,938 grant-aid to Dublin City Council, the final instal-
ment in 2008, in relation to provision of a new Foam Tender. No other proposal in relation to 
funding for a new Foam Tender for Dublin Fire Brigade has been received.   

The current priority for capital funding is supporting the national fire appliance fleet. Dublin 
Fire Brigade was allocated 2 new appliances under the 2011 Capital Programme. Following 
agreement of the specification for these Class B fire tender appliances, Dublin City Council are 
currently undergoing the tender process in relation to their acquisition. 

Further investment in the fire service in Dublin will be considered within the current con-
straints on the fire service capital programme and having regard to the fire authority’s priorities, 
the spread of existing facilities and the totality of demands from fire authorities nationwide.

18/10/2012WRR01150Local Authority Housing Provision

18/10/2012WRR01200181. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of houses in each of the 34 local authority areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45432/12]
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18/10/2012WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While my Department collates and publishes a wide range 
of housing statistics, the full range of which can be viewed on www.environ.ie, it does not col-
lect the data sought in the question. The most recent information relating to the total number of 
houses per local authority area can be found in the 2011 census data which are available on the 
Central Statistics Office’s website www.cso.ie.

18/10/2012WRR01350Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

18/10/2012WRR01400182. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when stage two of the Castleisland sewerage scheme, County Kerry, will be 
undertaken to accommodate the 116 houses waiting to be connected to the public sewerage 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45439/12]

18/10/2012WRR01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, provides for the development of 
a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Kerry. The Programme 
includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of over €92 million in 
Kerry during the period of the Programme. However, the Castleisland Sewerage Scheme was 
not amongst the priority contracts and schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme.   

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth. A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Kerry County Council, in 
response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their 
proposals for new capital works in their areas. These were subsequently appraised in the De-
partment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by 
the authorities. Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to 
give way to others that were more strategically important at that time. 

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 was reviewed in 
mid-2011 and through this process consideration was given to any newly emerging priority 
contracts and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme. No propos-
al for the Castleisland Sewerage Scheme was received from Kerry County Council in response 
to the review process.

18/10/2012WRR01550Water Services Funding

18/10/2012WRR01600183. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Sligo County Manager has in-
formed the members of Sligo County Council that the county council is incapable for providing 
the 15% matching funds required for the Sligo city water mains rehabilitation scheme and that 
he has requested 100% funding for the scheme from his Department; if he is prepared to pro-
vide 100% funding for such schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45502/12]

18/10/2012WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The primary objective of my Department’s National Water Conservation Programme, 
which was established in 2003, is to reduce water loss and leakage in the distribution networks 
to an economic level and to address high levels of unaccounted for water. My Department’s 
Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 (WSIP) places a high priority on water 
conservation. Since 2005 the level of recoupment of approved costs by my Department to water 
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services authorities (local authorities) in respect of water mains rehabilitation or mains replace-
ment projects was increased from 75% to 90% which reflects this high priority. 

In February 2012, I gave my approval to Sligo County Council’s proposal to carry out wa-
termains replacement works under the Sligo Water Conservation Stage 3 proposals under my 
Department’s WSIP. However, in March the Council wrote to my Department setting out the 
difficulties for the Council in funding its 10% contribution of approximately €467,000 for this 
scheme.   

There is no scope under the current arrangements for my Department to provide 100% fund-
ing to Sligo County Council for this scheme.

18/10/2012WRR01750Local Government Reform

18/10/2012WRR01800184. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the recent financial appraisal of 
Sligo County Council carried out by consultants Grant Thornton confirms that Sligo County 
Council is experiencing an increased deficit of substantial amounts year on year and that Sligo 
Borough Council is balancing its budget; if his further attention has been drawn to the fact that 
the elected members of Sligo Borough Council have refused to accept recommendations to bor-
row millions of euro for various projects which the county manager was promoting; if is atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that elected members of Sligo Borough Council are opposed to a 
merger of the borough council with the county council; if he will ensure that a merger does not 
take place and that the finances and resources of the borough council remain under the control 
of the borough council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45503/12]

18/10/2012WRR01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I am aware of the financial positions of both Sligo County and Sligo Borough Councils. 
The recommendations of the consultants engaged by Sligo County Council are currently being 
considered in my Department. 

A detailed policy statement for the reform of local government, Action Programme for Ef-
fective Local Government, was published on 16 October following Government approval. The 
programme sets out, inter alia, policy decisions for a new model of municipal governance 
including a comprehensive territorial reconfiguration of each county into municipal districts 
based generally around principal towns. The areas of municipal districts will be drawn up, on 
the basis of appropriate criteria, for the purposes of the 2014 local elections and following a 
review of local electoral areas by an independent statutory boundary committee.

18/10/2012WRR01925Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

18/10/2012WRR02000185. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the guidance, if any, he has given to local authorities in relation to calculat-
ing repayments on shared ownership loans; the reason it is calculated based on the previous 
years income with no practical provision for income drops in the current year; his plans to re-
view this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45536/12]

18/10/2012WRR02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The general terms and conditions governing the Shared 
Ownership Scheme have been notified to local authorities by means of circulars. Circular HMS 
05/2003, as updated by Circular HMS 06 and 06A/2003, outlined the operation of the Scheme, 
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including details in respect of repayment calculation on the mortgage and rental elements of 
such loans. 

Under the scheme the rent charged on the local authority’s equity in a shared ownership 
transaction is to cover the funding costs to the Housing Finance Agency which are based on 
borrowings at the prevailing interest rates. Any difference between the rent and prevailing in-
terest rate is reflected in the capital outstanding on the property, i.e. if the rent charged in any 
period is greater than the prevailing mortgage interest due on the local authority’s share the 
purchase price of the outstanding equity will be reduced accordingly.Local authority mortgage 
holders – including those who purchased under shared ownership – also benefit from extremely 
keenly priced interest rates which currently stand at around 1.5% below average variable rates 
available in the market. This is a very substantial differential.

To take account of the current housing market conditions, the Government’s housing policy 
statement, published in June 2011, announced the standing down of all affordable housing 
schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, in the context of a full review of Part V of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000. That review is now underway and it is expected to con-
clude later in the year. Any future changes to legislation governing affordable housing schemes, 
including shared ownership, will be informed by that review.

18/10/2012WRR02150Mortgage Protection Policies

18/10/2012WRR02200186. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is satisfied that the mortgage protection policies insisted on by local 
authorities have not been mis sold; the reason they make no provision for loss of work; if they 
are regarded as value for money; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45539/12]

18/10/2012WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The local authority mortgage protection insurance scheme 
is overseen by the Mortgage Protection Committee which is a sub-committee of the County and 
City Managers Association (CCMA) and is representative of the CCMA, local authorities, the 
Housing Finance Agency and my Department.Participation in the mortgage protection insur-
ance scheme is compulsory for local authority house purchase loans for social and affordable 
housing. One of the conditions of the Plan, which is a group policy, is that it is obligatory for 
all local authority borrowers who meet the eligibility criteria to join the scheme. Altering this 
condition would have a negative impact on the scheme and increase the cost for all existing 
borrowers.

The provision requiring that mortgage protection insurance is held by mortgage holders is 
contained in the Consumer Credit Act 1995. This legislation is the responsibility of the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. 

Compared with other schemes of mortgage protection, the local authority scheme covers 
disability as well as death, and the disability cover is for the full period of the disability and not 
just 12 months as is the case in the majority of MPI policies available.

The Mortgage Protection Committee seeks to achieve a balance between the most economic 
rate to be charged for the scheme and the benefits provided. In negotiating a renewal of the 
scheme, which came into effect from 1 January 2012, the Committee was able to harness the 
downward pressure on pricing in the economy and secure an average 19% reduction on the rate 
which applied to the previous scheme.
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18/10/2012WRR02350Property Registration Authority

18/10/2012WRR02400187. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to im-
prove the residential property price register by the inclusion of readily available information 
such as whether or not the property is a house or an apartment, the number of bedrooms, the 
square footage, the site area and the local authority area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45438/12]

18/10/2012WRR02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information contained in 
the Residential Property Price Register is compiled from information supplied to the Revenue 
Commissioners for Stamp Duty purposes.  Information supplied to the Revenue Commission-
ers does not include the floor area, the number of rooms, the site area or the local authority 
area in which the property is located.  Neither is there a distinction made between houses and 
apartments.

18/10/2012WRS00125Residency Permits

18/10/2012WRS00200188. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action an 
American citizen must take if they wish to move here permanently (details supplied). [45582/12]

18/10/2012WRS00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Non-EEA nationals who have 
been granted a period of residence in the State for longer than three months are required to reg-
ister with the Garda Registration Office for the area in which they intend to reside.  The onus is 
on each individual to ensure that their permission to remain in the State is up to date at all times.

Legal residency in the State is granted for a number of reasons including for purposes of 
work, study and engaging in the running of a business, and for the Investment and Entrepreneur 
scheme which sets out specific terms of residence for successful candidates. Full details of the 
scheme and of residency requirements generally are available from the INIS website, www.inis.
gov.ie.

It is open to a non-EEA national who has resided legally in the State to apply for long term 
residency. These applications are considered in respect of persons who have resided legally in 
the State for a period of 60 months or longer on the basis of Work Permit, Work Authorisation, 
or Working Visa conditions.

Queries in relation to  individual immigration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

18/10/2012WRS00350Garda Deployment

18/10/2012WRS00400189. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Gardaí employed at present by region; the grades in which they are employed; the numbers who 
have applied under the early retirement scheme by location and grade; the minimum number of 
Gardaí deemed necessary for the security of the State; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45374/12]
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18/10/2012WRS00500190. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide up to date figures detailing the total deployment of Gardaí by region, division, district 
and sub-district across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45375/12]

18/10/2012WRS00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 189 and 190 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

Most members of An Garda Síochána who are aged 50 or over and have attained 30 years 
approved service with An Garda Síochána may apply to retire on a voluntary basis.  The fol-
lowing table outlines a breakdown of voluntary retirements from 1 January 2012 to 12 October 
2012:

- Com D/Com A/Com C/Supt Supt Insp Sgt Garda Total 
Cava
n/Mon
aghan

0 0 0 0 1 1 1 13 16

Clare 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 10 14
Cork 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 20 24
Harcourt 
Sq

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 11 13

DMR 
East

0 0 0 0 0 3 5 10 18

DMR 
North

0 0 0 0 1 2 9 4 16

DMR 
North 
Central

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 3

DMR 
West 

0 0 0 0 0 0 5 6 11

DMR 
South

0 0 0 1 1 2 1 6 11

DMR 
South 
Central

0 0 0 0 0 1 4 5 10

Garda HQ 0 0 0 3 1 1 3 11 19
G.N.I.B 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 8 12
Dublin 
Castle

0 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 5

NSS 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 5 13
Donegal 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 9 15
Galway 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 9 12
Kerry 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 9 13
Kildare 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 5
Kilkenny/
Carlow

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 5

Laois/Of-
faly

0 0 0 1 2 1 3 5 12



Questions - Written Answers

564

- Com D/Com A/Com C/Supt Supt Insp Sgt Garda Total 
Limerick 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 13 22
Louth 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 10
Mayo 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 8 14
Meath 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 2 5
Roscom-
mon/
Longford

0 0 0 0 1 0 3 7 11

Sligo/
Leitrim

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 6 8

Tipperary 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 7 13
Waterford 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 10
West-
meath

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 5

Wexford 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 3 7
Wicklow 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 5
Total 0 0 1 5 16 21 95 219 357

The only early retirement scheme available to members of An Garda Síochána is the Cost 
Neutral Early Retirement Scheme.

The following members have availed of Cost Neutral Early Retirement from 1 January 2012 
to 12 October 2012:

- Com D/Com A/Com C/Supt Supt Insp. Sgt Garda Total 
01.01.12 
–12.10.12

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

For security and operational reasons, it is not Garda Policy to disclose the number or per-
centage of personnel on duty in any specific area or over any given period of time.

I have however been informed by the Garda Commissioner that as of 30 September 2012, 
the latest date for which figures are readily available, the allocation of Gardaí across Garda Re-
gion, Garda Divisions, Garda Districts and Garda Stations was as set out in the table.  

  The table is available as attachment Q189.xls at the top of the web page.

18/10/2012WRS00650Garda Transport Provision

18/10/2012WRS00700191. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide detailed up to date information on the current Garda vehicle fleet, including the manu-
facturer, model and current distribution of vehicles by district and division; the current arrange-
ments governing the use of Garda vehicles, including the upper acceptable mileage and upper 
acceptable age for use as Garda vehicles; the number of vehicles which are nearing these upper 
limits currently in use; his plans to purchase new vehicles in the near future; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45376/12]

18/10/2012WRS00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and allocation 
of Garda resources, including transport, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.  In turn, at 
Garda Divisional level, the allocation of Garda vehicles is a matter for the Chief Superintendent 
who may make and revise arrangements for the deployment of vehicles throughout the Division 
in response to policing demands.

This flexibility in allocating and re-allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match 
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the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is crucial  to the efficient management of 
the Garda fleet.  As a consequence, the Deputy will appreciate that it is not practicable to pro-
vide details of permanent allocations of Garda vehicles. However, I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the current Garda fleet consists of 2,457 vehicles, comprised of a number of 
makes/models, including: Ford Mondeo, Focus and Fiesta and Toyota  Avensis and Corolla.

Garda vehicles are retired for a variety of reasons, including where vehicles are considered 
beyond economic repair or as a result of accidents.  I understand from the Garda authorities that 
the relevant manufacturers have indicated that, for safety reasons, patrol cars should be with-
drawn from service when the odometer reading reaches 300,000 kilometres.  Accordingly, this 
is the operational policy that is applied by the Garda authorities.  Based on current usage, it is 
estimated that 145 vehicles may be retired  between now and  the end of the year.

As the Deputy will be aware, I recently announced a substantial additional investment in 
Garda transport, with funding of approximately €3 million being made available for the pur-
chase of new vehicles. Arrangements for the provision of these vehicles are currently being 
made and it is anticipated that 170 new cars will come on stream in December and January. 

18/10/2012WRS00850Garda Stations Refurbishment

18/10/2012WRS00900192. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the facilities at a Garda station (details supplied) in County Kildare, which lacks 
wheelchair access or any private interview space for victims of personal crime including sexual 
and domestic incidents, has a unisex toilet which contains the only source of water for hand-
washing, drinking and cleaning utensils, and lacks basic changing or shower facilities to sup-
port Gardaí on duty in inclement weather or on poor terrain; if he will report on the progress of 
plans to refit the empty adjacent station building which has stood idle for nearly three years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45391/12]

18/10/2012WRS01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of refurbish-
ment of Garda stations is based on accommodation priorities which are established by An Garda 
Síochána. The programme is advanced in close co-operation with the Office of Public Works, 
which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that plans for the refurbishment of the Garda station 
referred to by the Deputy are currently being developed. This project will be progressed in the 
context of An Garda Síochána’s identified accommodation priorities and in the light of avail-
able resources within the Vote for the Office of Public Works.   

18/10/2012WRS01050Passport Applications

18/10/2012WRS01100193. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding a passport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45394/12]

18/10/2012WRS01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since 1 January 2005, children 
born in the State, inter alia, to Polish or Slovak nationals, who have had residence of less than 
three years in the four year period immediately prior to the birth, do not have an entitlement to 
Irish citizenship.

Children born in the state who are not entitled to Irish Citizenship by birth may become Irish 
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citizens through naturalisation if their parents lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion on the child’s behalf. However, they must comply with the residence criteria for naturalisa-
tion,  a minimum of 5 years in this case, with the last year continuous and that the child intends 
to continue to reside in state.

The difficulties that the persons concerned face in getting their child’s Polish passport re-
newed are a matter for the Polish authorities and they should contact the Polish Embassy in 
relation to the matter.

18/10/2012WRS01250Criminal Prosecutions

18/10/2012WRS01300194. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers prosecuted for driving a vehicle without a tax, insurance or driving licence in the 
Dublin Region for the years 2009; 2010; 2011 and to date in 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45422/12]

18/10/2012WRS01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this 
purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRS01450Garda Deployment

18/10/2012WRS01500195. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Gardai who have been approved for transfer to another station; the number of those who have 
been waiting for their transfers to proceed for more than three months; the number of those who 
have been waiting for their transfers to proceed for more than six months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45423/12]

18/10/2012WRS01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
Commissioner that transfers within a Garda Division or District are subject to the direction of 
the relevant Chief Superintendent and approval by the Commissioner. That information is not 
readily available and its compilation would require a disproportionate expenditure of Garda 
time and resources relative to the information sought. 

In relation to Intra-Divisional transfers, I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that a 
total of 317 transfers have taken place to-date in 2012.  Transfer applications are not catego-
rised on an annual basis and as such statistics in relation to the length of time a member is on a 
transfer list are not readily available.

Transfers of Garda personnel are determined by a number of factors including population, 
crime trends and as the policing needs of each individual Division dictates.  Having regard to 
these criteria, it is not possible to indicate when or if a transfer application will be acceded to.

18/10/2012WRS01650Garda Vetting of Personnel
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18/10/2012WRS01700196. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding Garda vetting applications in respect of an association (details supplied) in County 
Limerick. [45441/12]

18/10/2012WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have sought information 
from the Garda authorities with regard to the individuals to whom the Deputy refers and any 
applications that may have been made.  I will communicate with the Deputy as soon as the in-
formation is to hand.

18/10/2012WRS01850Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

18/10/2012WRS01900197. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is examining 
issues surrounding the operation of the Bethany Homes and the way in which justice can be 
secured for former residents. [45496/12]

18/10/2012WRS02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While I cannot be more spe-
cific at this time,consideration continues to be given to issues relating to the former Bethany 
Home and how they might be addressed. 

18/10/2012WRS02050Crime Investigation

18/10/2012WRS02100198. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding a case of alleged abuse in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin. 
[45579/12]

18/10/2012WRS02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will contact the Dep-
uty again when the report is to hand.

18/10/2012WRS02250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

18/10/2012WRS02300199. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area based payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45396/12]

18/10/2012WRS02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 27 
April 2012. A dual claim in respect of one of the land parcels declared was identified during 
processing. Responding to my Department, the person concerned acknowledged that they did 
not have the right to the parcel in question. The application was processed on this basis, the 
over-declaration being calculated at 35.19%.

In keeping with the governing Terms and Conditions, where a difference of more than 20% 
of the area determined is found, no payment is granted for the year in question. The applicant is 
being formally written to and afforded the right of appeal.

18/10/2012WRT00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

18/10/2012WRT00200200. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 



Questions - Written Answers

568

a person (details supplied) in County Mayo may expect to receive notification in relation to 
their 2012 disadvantaged area scheme application. [45404/12]

18/10/2012WRT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named applied for derogation under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas scheme, the applica-
tion was unsuccessful. The applicant was notified of this decision in writing on 16 October and 
advised of the right of appeal to the recently established independent DAS Appeals Committee. 

18/10/2012WRT00350Scéim na hAoníocaíochta

18/10/2012WRT00400201. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair 
a íocfar an deontas faoin Scéim Aoníocaíochta, 2012 le feirmeoir (sonraí leis seo); agus an ndé-
anfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [45454/12]

18/10/2012WRT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas iar-
ratas faoin Scéim um Limistéir faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 2012 ón duine ainmnithe an 23 Aibreán 2012.  
Níor eisíodh íocaíocht go fóill, áfach, mar nárbh fhéidir go dtí seo a fhíorú gur comhlíonadh 
ceann de Théarmaí agus Coinníollacha Scéim 2012, a bhaineann le meánmhéid bliantúil de 
0.15 aonad beostoic a choimeád in aghaidh an heictéair foráiste dearbhaithe.  Chomh luath agus 
is féidir an coinníoll sin a fhíorú, déanfar an cás a phróiseáil le súil agus íocaíocht a dhéanamh 
chomh luath ina dhiaidh sin agus is féidir. 

18/10/2012WRT00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

18/10/2012WRT00600202. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area based 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45457/12]

18/10/2012WRT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.  Currently, this applicant 
is one of a number, whose cases are impacted by a requirement of a minimum stocking density 
of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare and who have applied for a derogation in this regard. 

However, it was necessary to request further information from the applicant. As soon as this 
is received, the derogation application will be further processed, following which the applicant 
will be advised of the outcome in writing.  Should the decision be negative, a fully independent 
appeals procedure is available.

18/10/2012WRT00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

18/10/2012WRT00800203. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid their 2012 disadvantaged area based 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45458/12]

18/10/2012WRT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.  Currently, this ap-
plicant is one of a number, whose cases are impacted by a requirement of a minimum stocking 
density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare and who have applied for a derogation in this 
regard.  Immediately a decision is reached on this application, the person concerned will be 
notified in writing.  Should the decision be negative, a fully independent appeals procedure is 
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available.  

18/10/2012WRT00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

18/10/2012WRT01000204. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their payment in 
relation to the disadvantaged area scheme; when it is likely that they will receive payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45481/12]

18/10/2012WRT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application concerned has recently been completed, payment will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

18/10/2012WRT01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

18/10/2012WRT01200205. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their payment in 
relation to the disadvantaged area scheme; when it is likely that they will receive payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45482/12]

18/10/2012WRT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application concerned has recently been completed, payment will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

18/10/2012WRT01350Forestry Sector

18/10/2012WRT01400206. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
funding will be granted for the special construction of a bridge on a forestry road in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45493/12]

18/10/2012WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appli-
cation by the person named has yet to be fully submitted to the Department by his registered 
forester.  Once the application and all of the supporting documentation has been received, it will 
be examined in detail and he will be notified of the decision.

18/10/2012WRT01550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

18/10/2012WRT01600207. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in making an agri environment options scheme 2 payment to a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; when this payment will issue. [45505/12]

18/10/2012WRT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks an over-



Questions - Written Answers

570

claim was identified in relation to claimed areas on the Natura action. Also the person named 
requested the withdrawal of an action from their application which will result in a further pen-
alty of 10% on their 2011 payment. The application will now be processed on this basis with a 
view to issuing payment at the earliest opportunity.

18/10/2012WRT01750Aquaculture Licences

18/10/2012WRT01800208. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of licence applications pending in Kenmare River Bay in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45512/12]

18/10/2012WRT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At present 
there are 47 aquaculture licence applications awaiting determination in or adjacent to the Ken-
mare River Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

Kenmare Bay is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Direc-
tive (‘Natura 2000’ site).  As a designated ‘Natura 2000’ site all applications for aquaculture 
licences in Kenmare Bay are required to be appropriately assessed for the purpose of envi-
ronmental compliance with the EU Habitats Directives.  My Department, in conjunction with 
the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, is engaged in a comprehensive programme to gather the 
necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objectives of ‘Natura 2000’ areas.  This 
data collection programme is substantially complete.  Analysis of the data, together with the 
setting of appropriate conservation objectives by the NPWS, will enable all new, renewal and 
review applications to be appropriately assessed for the purpose of ensuring compliance with 
the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  This work represents a significant financial, administra-
tive and scientific investment by the State in resolving this issue.  The Appropriate Assessment 
of aquaculture applications is being dealt with on a bay-by-bay basis.

The completion of the process of identifying Conservation Objectives and conducting 
Appropriate Assessments varies depending on location and key operational factors including 
weather conditions, the quality of data received from field operations and the need to carry out 
additional survey work in certain specific instances.

Kenmare Bay remains part of the package of prioritised areas under assessment. This pack-
age is reviewed on a regular basis with a view to expediting the appropriate assessment process.

Addressing the issue of aquaculture licensing in ‘Natura 2000’ areas is a key priority for 
my Department and you can be assured that every effort is being made to expedite the process 
having regard to all the complexities involved.

18/10/2012WRT01950Aquaculture Licences

18/10/2012WRT02000209. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of licences that were granted or renewed in Natura 2000 areas since the Natura 2000 
area were introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45513/12]

18/10/2012WRT02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): No new 
aquaculture licences for sites in ‘Natura areas’ have been issued since the European Court of 
Justice issued a negative judgement against Ireland in 2007 for breaches of EU Birds and Habi-
tats Directives.
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To ensure compliance with the Birds and Habitats Directives, all applications in ‘Natura 
2000 areas’ are required to be appropriately assessed. This has required the putting in place 
of a significant work programme which has considerable time and resource implications. An 
additional factor is that all aquaculture applications now undergo an Environmental Impact 
pre-screening assessment which requires significant input from the Department’s scientific and 
technical advisors, or are required to provide a full Environmental Impact Statement.

My Department, in conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wild-
life Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, is engaged in a 
comprehensive programme to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conserva-
tion objectives of ‘Natura 2000’ areas.  This data collection programme is substantially com-
plete.  Analysis of the data, together with the setting of appropriate conservation objectives by 
the NPWS, will enable all new, renewal and review applications to be appropriately assessed 
for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  This work 
represents a significant financial, administrative and scientific investment by the State in resolv-
ing this issue.  The Appropriate Assessment of aquaculture applications is being dealt with on 
a bay-by-bay basis.

18/10/2012WRT02150Forestry Sector

18/10/2012WRT02200210. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures that will be taken regarding the threat of chalara found in imported ash trees; the mea-
sures he is taking to deal with the issue, having regard to the serious economic impact of such 
threat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45542/12]

18/10/2012WRT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has confirmed a finding of Chalara fraxinea   at a 
site in County Leitrim and as a result is carrying out a number of measures to both contain the 
disease and minimise its impacts. Department officials have actively worked with the owner at 
the Leitrim site, and have  destroyed the material to prevent the risk of the disease spreading.  
The Department is investigating a number of other sites planted with ash trees from the same 
imported consignment. 

In addition, measures under EU plant health regulations are also being put in place to deal 
with this serious forestry disease. In this regard, the Department is introducing legislative mea-
sures under the Plant Health Directive. The new measures being introduced by the Department 
under Statutory Instrument will require that any ash plants imported into the country would 
come from an area known to be free of the disease.  This would be regulated under the EU Plant 
Passport system.

My colleague, Shane McEntee TD, Minister of State at the Department with responsibility 
for forestry, has met with representatives from the forestry sector and related industries on a 
number of occasions within the last week. These groups have given commitments and coop-
eration, including an effective moratorium on ash plant imports, to support my Department’s 
efforts in dealing with this threat. 

18/10/2012WRT02350Youth Services

18/10/2012WRT02400211. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason be-
hind a decision to withdraw funding from a project (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45470/12]
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18/10/2012WRT02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people 
are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and 
Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects.

Funding of €56.806m has been provided to my Department to support the provision of 
youth services in 2012. Some 477 projects and youth services throughout the country receive 
support under the schemes.   The annual funding allocations for youth projects are determined 
by my Department and the funding is administered, on behalf of my Department, by a number 
of grant administering agencies including the City of Dublin Youth Services Board (CDYSB) 
of the CDVEC.

The City of Dublin Youth Service Board (CDYSB) has, for many years, been promoting, 
supporting and co-ordinating the development of youth services and voluntary youth clubs in 
Dublin City. 

I understand that the youth club referred to by the Deputy is a Foróige youth café/club op-
erating in the Walkinstown area of Dublin.

The CDYSB Liaison Officer for the Dublin 12 Walkinstown/Crumlin areas has regular con-
tact with youth clubs and groups in these areas and in  particular the youth café in question. In 
2012 support and assistance has been provided in a number of ways by CDYSB including IT 
support; training grants for young people to avail of leadership training; annual and programme 
activities grants; direct support to the lead volunteer in the youth café.

Financial support of €7,745.50 has been provided by CDYSB, from funding provided by 
my Department, to the Walkinstown youth group up to October 2012 and further funding will 
be made available to this club before the end of the year. I understand that in December 2011, a 
development grant of €4,100 was also provided by CDYSB, on behalf of my Department, under 
the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (YPFSF 2) Small Grant Fund towards the cost 
of the portacabin in question.  

I am aware that the club has submitted an application for funding under the National Lottery 
Grant Scheme, 2012.  Applications for funding under this Scheme are currently being examined 
by my Department and decisions in relation to the applications will be made as soon as possible.

I also understand that CDYSB has contacted the Foróige regional officer responsible for the 
area to arrange a meeting with CDYSB, volunteers from the youth café and local Councillors 
to discuss CDYSB’s position with regard to grant aid and also to clarify issues raised by the 
youth café.

18/10/2012WRU00150Health Services Provision

18/10/2012WRU00200212. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the posi-
tion regarding the case of a person (details supplied). [45572/12]

18/10/2012WRU00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.
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18/10/2012WRU00350Health Services Provision

18/10/2012WRU00400213. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the current waiting time to access early intervention services for children in the 
Tralee area, County Kerry, is approximately seven months; the actions that have been taken to 
reduce the waiting time to access these services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45380/12]

18/10/2012WRU00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRU00550Clinical Indemnity Scheme

18/10/2012WRU00600214. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that 
commercial insurance is not available for private midwives here; if due to the implementation 
of EU Directives for all healthcare workers to have insurance by 2013 that it will be illegal for 
midwives to provide breast-feeding support in the community if they are not Health Service 
Executive employees; the efforts he is making to resolve this situation; if he will confirm that 
obstetricians in Mount Carmel, Dublin 14, provide care through a private enterprise access pro-
fessional indemnity insurance through the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45381/12]

18/10/2012WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The State provides indemnity through the 
Clinical Indemnity Scheme in respect of the clinical activities of public health doctors, nurses, 
community midwives and other community based clinical staff providing services on behalf of 
the HSE. This cover includes HSE midwifery led community schemes and voluntary hospital 
maternity services.

The availability of indemnity/insurance cover in the commercial market is solely a matter 
for the commercial companies concerned.  All private hospitals must purchase indemnity on the 
commercial market to cover the services provided. However, adequate indemnity in relation to 
the Mount Carmel obstetric services is not available in the commercial market.  Accordingly an 
agreement is in place with Mount Carmel Hospital to supplement the cover purchased by the 
hospital in relation to its obstetric services. Mount Carmel is the only private obstetric unit in 
the country.

In relation to breastfeeding support, the HSE currently provides support to breastfeeding 
women through the Public Health Nursing Service as well as through Community midwives 
operating the early transfer home community services in Dublin and other areas around the 
country for postnatal women. Voluntary breastfeeding organisations such as Cuidiu and La 
Leche League also provide breastfeeding support in the community through trained breastfeed-
ing counsellors and leaders and they generally do not hold a midwifery or nursing qualification. 

18/10/2012WRU00750Vaccination Programme

18/10/2012WRU00800215. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide adequate sup-
port to the children who have acquired narcolepsy as a result of being inoculated against swine 
flu; in view of the growing evidencethat exists to prove that this vaccine has detrimental effects 
on children’s health; if he will ensure that the necessary services are provided for them by the 
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State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45383/12]

18/10/2012WRU00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following reports from Northern European 
countries in 2010 of an increase in the incidence of narcolepsy among children/adolescents who 
were vaccinated with Pandemrix®, (one of the vaccines used during the H1N1 2009 pandemic) 
my Department immediately responded to ensure that through the HSE, affected persons in Ire-
land were identified, were facilitated with rapid access to diagnosis and treatment and provided 
with all other supports required.  My Department also engaged with the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills to ensure that all available educational supports were employed as required.

Additionally, the Chief Medical Officer of my Department convened an Expert Group to 
examine and report on the issue. In April 2012 the report of the National Narcolepsy Study 
Steering Committee was published.The study found that there was a 13 fold higher risk of nar-
colepsy in children/adolescents vaccinated with the pandemic (H1N1) 2009 vaccine compared 
with unvaccinated children/adolescents. Causality has yet to be established. The report is avail-
able on my Department’s website.My Department continues to work closely with the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) and the Department of Education and Skills to address all the needs of 
those affected by narcolepsy with symptom onset following receipt of pandemic vaccines. The 
HSE is providing a range of services and supports including; clear treatment pathways, tem-
porary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses incurred. Multi-disciplinary assessments 
are in also in place which allows for appropriate individualised health and educational supports.
The Department of Education and Skills is also engaged with the HSE and with the individual 
schools and parents of children concerned, to identify and provide all appropriate educational 
supports for the children and adolescents affected.

A Memorandum for Government setting out the full response to this issue is being prepared 
for submission in the coming weeks.  I would like to assure the Deputy that this matter contin-
ues to be a priority for my Department.

18/10/2012WRU00950Health Services Provision

18/10/2012WRU01000216. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will receive necessary eye treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45403/12]

18/10/2012WRU01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRU01150Medical Card Applications

18/10/2012WRU01200217. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a medical card decision will 
issue to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow [45406/12]

18/10/2012WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRU01350Medical Card Applications

18/10/2012WRU01400218. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a medical card decision will 
issue to persons (details supplied) [45407/12]
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18/10/2012WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRU01550Medical Products

18/10/2012WRU01600219. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason for the disposal of 
unused medicines properly campaign organised by the Health Service Executive; the length of 
time that this campaign has been running; if he will provide details of where this campaign has 
both operated and is currently in operation since its initiation; if he will provide information on 
the volume and an estimate of the retail monetary value of all such medicines collected by the 
HSE in each of its areas individually; the amount this campaign has cost the HSE to operate 
since inception; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45413/12]

18/10/2012WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has, from 
time to time, run campaigns in conjunction with community pharmacies to enable people to re-
turn out of date or unused medicines for  disposal. This initiative called the  DUMP Campaign 
(“Dispose of Unused Medication Properly”) was originally established in 2002.  By way of ex-
ample, the HSE South has operated the DUMP campaign successfully since 2007 and recently  
reminded the public of the service which is available to patients in Cork and Kerry.  

I have asked the HSE for information on the costs of running the scheme  as well any infor-
mation which is available on the volume and estimated monetary value of the medicines col-
lected by the HSE.  I will forward this information directly to the Deputy as soon as it becomes 
available.

18/10/2012WRU01750Health Insurance Company Payments

18/10/2012WRU01800220. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the amount of money due 
from health insurance companies to Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9 for the years 2009; 2010; 
2011 and to date in 2012; the steps being taken to recover the money; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45414/12]

18/10/2012WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am informed by the Health Service Execu-
tive that the total amount of money due from health insurance companies to Beaumont Hospital 
from 2009 to date in 2012 is €8,364,461. My Department has been working with the main 
health insurers and has agreed in principle a system of improved cash-flow and accelerated 
payments, which will provide a once-off cash flow benefit in 2012 in the region of €125m for 
the health system.  The detailed arrangements for the accelerated payments are being finalised 
with the health insurers at present.

The HSE is continuing a drive to reduce the time taken to submit claims to private health 
insurance companies. A key element in this drive includes the implementation of an electronic 
claims management system in its hospitals. This system will address the deficiencies of the pa-
per based process and will also ensure that standardised work practices are implemented across 
hospitals.

18/10/2012WRU01950Health Services Staff Issues

18/10/2012WRU02000221. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of health care 
assistants that will retire in September, October, November and December 2012 in Community 
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Care Area 8; the number of posts that will be replaced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45415/12]

18/10/2012WRU02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRU02150Health Services Staff Issues

18/10/2012WRU02200222. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when he expects to ap-
point a Director of the National Suicide Prevention Office; the number of persons that have 
been interviewed for this post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45416/12]

18/10/2012WRU02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Office for Suicide Prevention which was established by the HSE in 2005 is part of the internal 
organisation of that body and the appointment of a Director is a matter for the HSE.  On that 
basis the question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRU02350Hospital Services

18/10/2012WRU02400223. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Longford will be assessed for a hip replacement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45431/12]

18/10/2012WRU02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRV00150Dental Services Provision

18/10/2012WRV00200224. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding dental 
treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45462/12]

18/10/2012WRV00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRV00350Dental Services Provision

18/10/2012WRV00400225. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding dental ser-
vice for pupils from schools in the West Wicklow area who attend Athy health centre, County 
Kildare (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45463/12]

18/10/2012WRV00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRV00550Hospital Waiting Lists
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18/10/2012WRV00600226. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
pointment for a hip replacement consultation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45464/12]

18/10/2012WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2012WRV00750Departmental Funding

18/10/2012WRV00800227. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding 
in respect of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45467/12]

18/10/2012WRV00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has no record of an applica-
tion from the Group referred to by the Deputy. An official from my Department contacted a 
spokesperson for the Group who confirmed that an application had not been submitted yet. 

This Group is at a preliminary stage of  gathering support for their application, which as I 
understand from the details supplied with this question, was the purpose of their communication 
with the Deputy.  They intend to submit an application for funding to my Department shortly.

18/10/2012WRV00950Medical Card Applications

18/10/2012WRV01000228. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider 
granting a medical card to a child (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45468/12]

18/10/2012WRV01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRV01150Drugs Payment Scheme Administration

18/10/2012WRV01200229. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 22 is entitled to a refund for medication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45471/12]

18/10/2012WRV01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRV01350Medical Card Delays

18/10/2012WRV01400230. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the renewal 
of medical cards, whereby a person may have been requested to pay for their medication and 
general practitioner services in the interim while the card is being renewed; if current medical 
cards may be used in the interim of persons have actively sought to renew their card, even though 
the card has effectively expired; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45473/12]

18/10/2012WRV01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under a new pro-
cedure, a medical card will remain valid, irrespective of the expiry date shown on the card, 
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once the medical card holder is genuinely engaging with the HSE review process.  The medical 
card status of an individual can be confirmed by any doctor or pharmacist in their practice or 
pharmacy, or by the medical card holders themselves either on-line at www.medicalcard.ie or 
through their GP’s practice system.

18/10/2012WRV01550Departmental Funding

18/10/2012WRV01600231. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health if he will protect funding in 2013 
for not for profit organisations on which many persons with neurological conditions are depen-
dent for support, specialist rehabilitation and respite; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45474/12]

18/10/2012WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  The Government’s priority is to reform how 
health services are delivered, in order to ensure a more productive and cost effective health sys-
tem. The level of funding available for the health budget and the extent of the savings required 
in the health sector is being considered as part of the Estimates and budgetary process for 2013 
which is currently underway. Deliberations by the Government on the expenditure allocations 
for next year are likely to continue up until Budget time and it would not be appropriate for me 
to comment further at this stage pending the outcome of those deliberations.  The very difficult 
financial position facing the Exchequer will obviously require very careful management across 
all areas of expenditure.

18/10/2012WRV01750Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2012WRV01800232. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will assist a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 5 in obtaining an appointment to see an eye cataract specialist at the Mater 
Hospital, Dublin 7 [45500/12]

18/10/2012WRV01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  

  Question No. 233 withdrawn.

18/10/2012WRV02150Hospital Procedures

18/10/2012WRV02154234. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of full and partial 
lower limb amputations that were carried out in 2011; the number of these patients who had 
diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45508/12]

18/10/2012WRV02159235. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of full and partial 
lower limb amputations that were carried out in 2011 by county on persons under 65 years of 
age; the number of these patients who had diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45509/12]

18/10/2012WRV02163236. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients, by coun-
ty, treated for foot ulcerations, which do not require a full or partial limb amputation in 2011; 
the number of those patients who had diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45510/12]

18/10/2012WRV02168237. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients under the 
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age of 65 years by county treated for foot ulcerations, which did not require a full or partial 
limb amputation in 2011; the number of those patients who had diabetes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45511/12]

18/10/2012WRV02172(Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 234 to 237, inclusive, together.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table.

2011

  Number of discharges with diagnosis of foot ulcerations, 
  Lower Limb Amputations
  and without full or partial lower limb amputation

County of 
Residence

All Ages All Ages, 
With Dia-
betes

Aged 
Under 65

Aged 
Under 65 
& With 
Diabetes

All Ages All Ages, 
With Dia-
betes

Aged 
Under 65

Aged 
Under 65 
& With 
Diabetes

Carlow 50 14 13 5 11 7 6 &lt;5
Cavan 96 40 17 9 8 5 5 &lt;5
Clare 84 43 22 18 20 14 8 6
Cork 311 166 68 31 82 36 29 15
Donegal 73 34 16 8 14 8 &lt;5 0
Dublin 954 272 275 95 178 96 84 42
Galway 136 45 24 12 37 15 25 9
Kerry 92 36 23 16 30 15 14 6
Kildare 118 68 41 26 35 25 10 8
Kilkenny 101 55 15 12 16 7 &lt;5 &lt;5
Laois 33 19 7 &lt;5 12 9 5 &lt;5
Leitrim 35 14 13 8 6 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5
Limerick 182 69 43 20 46 28 14 9
Longford 19 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5
Louth 79 31 31 18 23 14 9 5
Mayo 75 30 19 11 19 10 7 5
Meath 89 49 23 14 26 15 8 0
Mona
ghan

49 20 15 9 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5

Offaly 48 18 &lt;5 &lt;5 15 7 7 5
Rosco
mmon

35 11 &lt;5 &lt;5 5 &lt;5 0 0

Sligo 62 20 18 5 16 9 9 5
Tipperary 
North

60 19 16 8 13 5 7 &lt;5

Tipperary 
South

120 51 25 17 17 12 6 &lt;5

Waterford 138 54 25 14 13 7 6 &lt;5
Westmeath 68 24 21 7 13 &lt;5 6 &lt;5
Wexford 149 73 36 17 20 12 9 5
Wicklow 79 28 28 13 33 18 18 11
No Fixed 
Abode

&lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 &lt;5 0 0 0 0

Non-resi-
dents

8 &lt;5 &lt;5 0 0 0 0 0

Total for 
All Coun-
ties

3346 1309 849 405 714 389 303 159
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Source:   Hospital Inpatient Enquiry (HIPE)

Notes:

Data refer to discharges from publicly funded acute hospitals, and are based on HIPE data 
received to End of July 2012.

The 2011 HIPE file is considered to be sufficiently complete for reporting purposes. The 
coverage is estimated to be in excess of 98%. However this varies among hospitals. In particu-
lar note that the coverage for Cork University Hospital is approximately 97%; the coverage for 
Roscommon County Hospital is less than 2%, and Bantry General Hospital did not report any 
HIPE data in 2011. 

For reasons of confidentiality, cells with between 1 and 4 cases are displayed as <5 

Data refer to the following ICD-10-AM / ACHI Diagnoses and Procedure codes: 

Diabetes: E10 (Type 1 diabetes mellitus), E11 (Type 2 diabetes mellitus), E13 (Other speci-
fied diabetes mellitus), E14 (Unspecified diabetes mellitus)

Foot Ulcers: L97 (Ulcer of lower limb, not elsewhere classified), E10.73 (Type 1 diabetes 
mellitus with foot ulcer due to multiple causes), E11.73 (Type 2 diabetes mellitus with foot 
ulcer due to multiple causes), E13.73 (Other specified diabetes mellitus with foot ulcer due to 
multiple causes), E14.73 (Unspecified diabetes mellitus with foot ulcer due to multiple causes)

Lower Limb Amputations: Block 1484 (Amputation of pelvis or hip), Block 1533 (Amputa-
tion of ankle or foot), 44367-01 (Disarticulation at knee), 44367-02 (Amputation below knee). 
Note that these procedure codes include amputation of toes.

18/10/2012WRW00150Medical Card Applications

18/10/2012WRW00200238. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45531/12]

18/10/2012WRW00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRW00350Nursing Home Inspections

18/10/2012WRW00400239. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of formal complaints 
that have been made against the Health Information and Quality Authority inspectors since it’s 
inception relating to nursing home inspections; the number of these complaints that have been 
upheld; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45537/12]

18/10/2012WRW00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Since the 
introduction of the current registration and inspection regime for nursing homes in 2009 the 
Health Information and Quality Authority has received three complaints relating in some part 
to inspectors involved in the inspection of nursing homes. Two of these complaints are ongo-
ing.  In respect of the third case I understand that some elements of the complaint were upheld.

18/10/2012WRW00550Health Information and Quality Authority Issues
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18/10/2012WRW00600240. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason a new complaints pro-
cess for the Health Information and Quality Authority was published by HIQA in June of this 
year; if it is possible to get a copy of the policy as it existed before this time; the reason it was 
felt necessary to change it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45538/12]

18/10/2012WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has been informed by the 
Health Information and Quality Authority that it updated its Complaints Procedure on its web-
site in June of this year in accordance with HIQA’s standard practice to review all policies and 
procedures on a regular basis. The change made to the Complaints Procedure was to correct a 
reference to the role of the Office of the Ombudsman. The Authority will forward a copy of the 
policy as it existed before June 2012 to the Deputy separately. 

18/10/2012WRW00750Medical Products

18/10/2012WRW00800241. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason it is expected 
to take at least 18 months to bring legislation to Dáil Éireann for the introduction of cannabis 
based medicine for the relief of pain for certain ailments such as multiple sclerosis, glaucoma 
and others; if it is necessary to run clinical trials when the medicine has already been tested and 
approved in the UK and Belgium; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45541/12]

18/10/2012WRW00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act, 1977, the manufacture, production, preparation, sale, supply, distribution and 
possession of cannabis or cannabis-based medicinal products are unlawful except for the pur-
poses of research.

The Department has been informed by the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) that it has received 
a market authorisation request from a manufacturer under the EU Mutual Recognition Proce-
dure for a medicinal product containing Cannabis extract. This product is indicated for the relief 
of symptoms of spasticity for people with multiple sclerosis. Clinical trials in Ireland relating to 
this product will not be required.

Department officials have been engaging with experts on how best to legally describe autho-
rised cannabis-based medicinal products while maintaining existing controls on cannabis and 
cannabis substances to enable such authorised medicinal products to be prescribed in Ireland 
and used by patients. While it is not possible to set out an exact timeframe, it is hoped to bring 
forward legislative proposals in early 2013. 

18/10/2012WRW00950Care of the Elderly

18/10/2012WRW01000242. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a long 
term residential care place in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin [45578/12]

18/10/2012WRW01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2012WRW01150Road Network

18/10/2012WRW01200243. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will ensure that adequate funding is provided in the 2013 budget for the construction of a new 
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by-pass for Macroom, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45533/12]

18/10/2012WRW01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.   

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.   

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/10/2012WRW01350Road Network

18/10/2012WRW01400244. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if land val-
ues used in the Compulsory Purchase Order process are calculated by reference to market value 
at the time that the CPO is made or at the time that the Notice to Treat is served. [45405/12]

18/10/2012WRW01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that 
the Deputy is referring to the CPO in relation to the Galway City Outer Bypass.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/10/2012WRW01550Bus Éireann Services

18/10/2012WRW01600245. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will request Dublin Bus to have regular direct service to an area (details supplied) in Dublin 
13; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45418/12]

18/10/2012WRW01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
an operational matter for Dublin Bus in conjunction with the National Transport Authority.  I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

18/10/2012WRW01750Railway Stations Upgrade

18/10/2012WRW01800246. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
occupancy rates at the car-parks of the train stations in Dublin; the individual price structure for 
each station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45419/12]

18/10/2012WRW01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 



18 October 2012

583

ten working days.

18/10/2012WRW01950Proposed Legislation

18/10/2012WRW02000247. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there is a 
prohibition or if he has plans to introduce a prohibition on the use of sulkies on national and 
county roads; and his views on whether the use of such sulkies particularly in races on public 
roads are a danger to other road users. [45518/12]

18/10/2012WRW02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I share the Dep-
uty’s concern about sulky racing on public roads and the dangers created by it. Animal-drawn 
vehicles are bound by road traffic legislation, as are all vehicles used on public roads.  If used 
properly and in accordance with the legislation they should not pose a danger to other road us-
ers.  I do not believe that it would be proportionate to ban any particular category of vehicle 
from the roads  because some very reckless individuals have used them in ways which are il-
legal.     

It is of course a matter of concern when vehicles are used improperly.  In particular, there 
can be no question of using public roads for races with sulkies or any other kind of vehicle, 
except in circumstances where sections of public road are temporarily closed to regular traffic 
by the relevant authorities for the purposes of legitimate sporting events.  I am however satis-
fied that the Garda have sufficient power under current legislation to intervene in cases where 
people using sulkies, or any other kind of vehicle, are acting illegally, whether by racing or in 
any other way.

  Question No. 248 answered with Question No. 14.

  Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 15.

  Questions Nos. 250 and 251 answered with Question No. 14.

18/10/2012WRX00550State Airports

18/10/2012WRX00600252. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which comparisons have been made between airport charges here and those applicable 
in competing jurisdictions; the degree to which any such issues can be addressed in the coming 
year with a view to ensuring the highest possible level of competitiveness within this sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45525/12]

18/10/2012WRX00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Commission 
for Aviation Regulation (CAR) regulates airport charges at Dublin Airport, while charges at 
Cork and Shannon Airports are set by the relevant airport authority and charges at the regional 
airports are a matter for each airport concerned. 

Within the limits of the overall price cap set by CAR, the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) 
sets variable annual charges in respect of specific services such as passenger charges, aircraft 
charges etc.  Under Regulations which I introduced last year, the DAA is required to consult 
on proposed changes to airport charges and this process has been completed in relation to 2012 
charges.  The price cap set by CAR for this year is €10.76 but the DAA has, however, kept the 
headline charge at the 2011 rate of €10.43 which is 3.2 % below the cap for 2012. 



Questions - Written Answers

584

A published study of airport charges conducted in 2010 by the Airports Council Interna-
tional (ACI) found that Dublin Airport’s charges were in the middle range of comparable met-
ropolitan airports in Europe.  A cost comparative exercise would be beneficial but difficult, as 
the data needed is commercially sensitive and not readily available.

The Jobs Initiative launched by the Government last year includes a three-pronged strategy 
to encourage inbound tourism.  One element of this is the introduction of a new growth incen-
tive scheme by the DAA at the three State airports.

This scheme which is due to run until 2014 was designed to encourage growth in passenger 
numbers.  Earlier this year, DAA paid a rebate of €1.5 million to the 30 airlines that grew their 
business from Dublin last year.  

18/10/2012WRX00750Tourism Promotion

18/10/2012WRX00800253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has had discussions with the tourism and sporting sectors with a view to 
availing of maximum opportunities arising from major sporting events here and in adjoining 
jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45526/12]

18/10/2012WRX00900254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which efforts can be made and or increased to attract major sporting events to this 
country over the next five years keeping in mind the economic benefits accruing therefrom; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45527/12]

18/10/2012WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 253 and 254 together. 

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that event tourism will be priori-
tised in order to continue to bring major events to Ireland.  The hosting of major sports events 
can provide a great showcase for Ireland, drive international visitor numbers and the media 
coverage of sports tourism events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a holiday desti-
nation.  

 Fáilte Ireland continues to support the sports tourism sector and in 2012 the Volvo Ocean 
Race returned to Ireland with its finale in Galway, Dún Laoghaire hosted the ISAF Youth 
World Sailing Championship, the Tall Ships and the Bavaria Motor Racing Exhibition event took 
place in Dublin as well as the Navy-Notre Dame American Football game in the Aviva Stadium.

I am supportive of the efforts of the State Tourism Agencies and the National Governing 
Bodies of Sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment of the costs/
benefits involved in any State financial support.

Tourism Ireland also rolled out a busy programme of promotional activity to target a wide 
range of potential visitors in the run-up to and during the Olympic Games.  On the sporting side, 
athletes from over thirty countries travelled to Ireland for training or participation in Olympic/
Paralympic related events before the London Games.  

18/10/2012WRX01050Road Safety Issues

18/10/2012WRX01100255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which he and or his Department and the National Roads Authority continue to 
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examine the locations at which numerous accidents have taken place on minor or major roads 
including motorways throughout the country with particular reference to the frequency of such 
accidents with a view to identifying the cause or causes and addressing the issues by way of 
remedial action as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45528/12]

18/10/2012WRX01200256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to be in a position to provide adequate funding to meet the remedial 
work arising from the identification of well-known accident black spots on the road throughout 
the country in the forthcoming year; if a specific programme targeting such locations is likely; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45529/12]

18/10/2012WRX01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 255 and 256 together. 

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

With regard to regional and local roads, the improvement and maintenance of these roads, 
in its area, is a statutory function of each road authority in accordance with the provisions of 
section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads are a matter for the relevant local 
authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.  My Depart-
ment continues to provide funding to local authorities for the Low Cost Safety Improvement 
Grants Scheme.  Grant approval is based on accident data, inspection of sites and targeting 
locations showing demonstrable hazard which can be improved through engineering measures.  
A total of €6.035 million has been allocated to local authorities under this scheme of grants in 
2012 for works at 212 locations nationwide.  At present, it is my intention to continue this grant 
scheme into 2013. 

18/10/2012WRX01350State Airports

18/10/2012WRX01400257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
various Government supports for each of the airports throughout the country will be reviewed 
collectively with a view to an endeavour to retain a reasonable quality of service throughout; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45530/12]

18/10/2012WRX01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Dublin, Cork and 
Shannon Airports are managed by the Dublin Airport Authority which operates under a clear 
commercial mandate, is entirely funded from its own internal resources and receives no Gov-
ernment funding supports.  Customer service at the State airports is a matter for the Airport 
Authority.

In line with the recommendations of the Value for Money Review on the Regional Airports 
Programme published in 2011, funding under the Regional Airports Programme has been con-
solidated on the four regional airports of Donegal, Knock, Kerry and Waterford since the start 
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of 2012.  

Furthermore, the available funding for the Regional Airports Programme over the period 
2012 – 2014 has been clarified with funding of €13 million available for capital expenditure 
and €29 million available for current expenditure over this period.  In return for receiving 
operational subvention under the Regional Airports Programme, regional airports must sign a 
contract with my Department in which they undertake to provide a safe, clean, and convenient 
environment for customers and a professional level of customer service.  The focus now is on 
regional airports working towards sustainability over the coming years without an ongoing 
need for Government financial support.  

18/10/2012WRX01550Public Transport Subsidies

18/10/2012WRX01600258. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
explain the ambiguity between his statement of 24 July regarding the €36 million cash injection 
to CIE in which he said it was for CIE to remain adequately funded for the immediate future 
so it can continue to provide a sufficient service to the travelling public with your most recent 
statement in which you appear to be setting preconditions in advance of providing the funding; 
if he will give an assurance to the six thousand bus workers in CIE who’s earnings match that 
of the average industrial wage that his policy or intervention will not contribute to the under-
mining of their ability to continue to provide for their families at a time when the reduction in 
subvention, rising fuel costs and falling passenger numbers has served to have a severe financial 
impact on the company. [45532/12]

18/10/2012WRX01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy 
to my reply to Priority Question No. 1  which I answered earlier.

18/10/2012WRX01750Tourism Promotion

18/10/2012WRX01800259. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide advice and support regading a potential tourist project that will bring in interna-
tional delegates for a conference. [45545/12]

18/10/2012WRX01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the matter to Fáilte Ireland for direct 
reply to the Deputy.  In order to help them to address his query, it would be of assistance if the 
Deputy could provide further details in regard to the proposed tourism conference to the Busi-
ness Tourism Unit of Failte Ireland.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received 
within ten working days.
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