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Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

Irish Language

17/10/2012WRA0040011. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed progress on the Irish Language Act with the Northern Executive 
and the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44891/12]

17/10/2012WRA00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): All 
parties to the Good Friday Agreement recognised the importance of respect, understanding and 
tolerance in relation to linguistic diversity, including in Northern Ireland, the Irish language and 
the languages of the various ethnic communities, as part of the cultural wealth of the island of 
Ireland.     

In the St Andrews Agreement, the British government committed to introducing an Irish 
Language Act reflecting on the experience of Wales and Ireland and to working with the Execu-
tive to enhance and protect the development of the Irish Language.  

It also called on the incoming Northern Ireland Executive to work to enhance and protect 
the development of the Irish language.  The British legislation giving effect to the St. Andrews 
Agreement included a specific requirement on the Executive to adopt a strategy setting out how 
it proposed to enhance and protect the development of the Irish language.  

Since the restoration of the devolved Institutions on 8 May 2007, the question of an Irish 
Language Act for Northern Ireland is a devolved matter and is the responsibility of the North-
ern Ireland Executive.  In that regard, my colleagues the Minister for Arts, Heritage & the Gael-
tacht, Mr Jimmy Deenihan T.D. and Minister of State Dinny McGinley T.D. have had ongoing 
discussions on the matter with his counterpart, the Northern Ireland Minister for Culture, Arts 
and Leisure, Ms Carál Ní Chuilín MLA.  On 11 July 2012, Minister Ní Chuilín launched a con-
sultation process expiring on 27 November on strategies for the Irish language and Ulster Scots.

The Government continues to follow developments closely in relation to the proposed Act, 
as well as the overall enhancement and protection of the Irish Language in Northern Ireland.  
We remain fully committed to the implementation of the Good Friday Agreement and the St 
Andrews Agreement, including the provisions relating to the Irish language.

EU Presidency Expenditure

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].



Questions - Written Answers

2

17/10/2012WRA0060012. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
discussions he has had with the Northern Executive on all island priorities for the Irish Presi-
dency of the EU Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44882/12]

17/10/2012WRA00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Our 
forthcoming EU Presidency is an excellent opportunity to foster closer North-South links 
across  a wide number of areas of cooperation.  This will be the first time that Ireland has held 
the Presidency of the EU during a time when the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement 
are fully operational.  As such, this is a unique opportunity to deepen our cooperation with the 
Executive, and the Deputy can be assured that the Government will maximise the benefits to be 
derived from this.

In discussions at recent meetings of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC), we have 
availed of the opportunity to set out for our Northern Ireland Executive counterparts the value 
of working together to gain mutual benefit from the upcoming Irish EU Presidency.  It is clear 
to both sides that at a time when major negotiations are taking place on new transnational pro-
grammes, there is a need to deepen dialogue at all levels.  Naturally the Irish EU Presidency 
will feature prominently among the issues to be discussed at the forthcoming plenary meeting 
of the NSMC on 2 November.

It was agreed at the plenary meeting on 15 June 2012 that EU matters were to be included 
in future as an agenda item for all relevant Ministerial meetings.

At a practical level the Government is working to involve Northern Ministers in Presidency 
events where this is possible.  Several opportunities for Northern participation in Presidency-
related events, initiatives and conferences have already been identified.  Active consideration is 
also being given to possible participation of Northern Ministers in informal meetings and other 
events in the energy, justice, sport, tourism, trade and business, research and innovation and 
transport areas. 

We have also agreed with Northern Ireland Ministers to the secondment of a small number 
of officials from the Northern Ireland Civil Service to work in our system in the run up to and 
during the Presidency.  We are continuing our longstanding high-level briefings for senior NI 
officials in regard to the priorities each EU Presidency.  The most recent such briefing, in regard 
to the Cypriot Presidency, took place in Dublin on 5 September. 

Foreign Conflicts

17/10/2012WRA0080013. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he is taking to alleviate the plight of displaced and affected persons in the Syrian civil 
war; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44895/12]

17/10/2012WRA0090059. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide further details of his recent trip to the Syrian refugee camps in Jordan; 
the scale of the problem on the ground; the way that Ireland has helped to date; and his plans 
for future assistance. [44812/12]

17/10/2012WRA01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 13 and 59 together.

The people of Syria have been devastated by eighteen months of brutal violence.  The 
numbers are horrifying – more than 19,000 killed in the violence, 2.5 million people in Syria 
in desperate need of assistance, over 1.2 million Syrians displaced within their own country 
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and over quarter of a million Syrians now refugees in neighbouring countries.  Recent reports 
have described indiscriminate shelling of densely populated areas, excessive use of force and 
random targeting of innocent civilians.  There is urgent need for additional food, medical care 
and shelter as we face into the harsh winter months.  Particular concern has been expressed for 
the 500,000 Palestinian and 100,000 Iraqi refugees living in Syria. 

My colleague Minister of State, Joe Costello visited the region in August to witness first-
hand the humanitarian consequences of this devastating crisis.  In Za’atari refugee camp, 80 
kilometres north of the Jordanian capital Amman, close to the Syrian border, he heard directly 
from Syrians who had recently fled the violence. 

The Minister also saw how the staff of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), the agency responsible for the camp, was struggling with limited resources to pro-
vide even the most basic services such as shelter, food and water.

In meetings with the Jordanian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Nasser Judeh, the Jordani-
an Minister for Planning and International Cooperation, Dr. Jafar Hassan, and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Minister Costello was briefed on how this refugee burden is plac-
ing huge pressure on their country – one with a high pre-existing refugee population coupled 
with severe resource constraints. 

As early as March this year, Ireland provided €500,000 in emergency funding to the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, the UNHCR and the World Food Programme to provide 
life saving assistance inside Syria and in the neighbouring region. 

Informed by the Government’s visit to Jordan, in August we were able to mobilise an addi-
tional €1.6 million of humanitarian assistance to the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
UNHCR, the World Health Organisation and the International Rescue Committee.

In advance of the approaching winter, Ireland has allocated an added €150,000 in non-food 
items for the UNHCR from our Rapid Response stocks in Dubai.  Since March this year Ireland 
has therefore provided €2.25 million in humanitarian assistance. 

Even if the reality on the ground is disheartening, we must continue to promote a peaceful 
settlement with the ultimate aim of political transition in Syria. Ireland is fully supportive of 
the newly appointed UN/Arab League Joint Special Representative, Lakhdar Brahimi, and his 
efforts to negotiate a ceasefire and chart a political path ahead.  

In parallel, international pressure needs to be maintained to bring an end to the violence and 
compel the Syrian regime to stop its bloody repression. Ireland, along with our international 
partners, has been advocating for a strong UN Security Council Resolution.  I believe that this is 
now long overdue. There is a need for effective leadership and action on the part of the Security 
Council, imposing sanctions on those who continue to wage war on innocent civilians and who 
fail to meet their international obligations.  

It is very clear that, while this is a humanitarian crisis, it is driven by politics and will only 
be solved with a political solution.  From the beginning, Ireland has recognised this, striving 
to respond to the humanitarian needs of the populations affected by the violence whilst work-
ing simultaneously for a sustainable political solution, based on accommodating the legitimate 
democratic aspirations of the Syrian people.  I can ensure you we will continue to maintain 
these efforts.

17/10/2012WRB00150State Visits
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17/10/2012WRB0020014. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the recent visit of the President and the Minister of State to South 
America and the estimated impact on relations and trade between Ireland and Chile, Brazil and 
Argentina; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44910/12]

17/10/2012WRB00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Presi-
dent Michael D. Higgins, accompanied by Mr Joe Costello T.D., the Minister of State at my 
Department with responsibility for Trade and Development, recently concluded an official visit 
to Chile, Brazil and Argentina.  The visit provided a valuable opportunity to build upon exist-
ing links with these three countries.  The busy schedule included comprehensive meetings with 
the Presidents of each country visited, as well as contacts with Irish communities, and business 
engagements.  

In all contacts, President Higgins and Minister Costello availed fully of opportunities to 
promote Ireland as a stable and desirable investment, business and education partner.  In Chile, 
a business network event was hosted by the Embassy of Ireland and was attended by Irish com-
panies and their local partners.  The programme in Argentina also had a business component 
with the Irish State Agencies and Irish companies participating in a business event hosted by 
Enterprise Ireland.  

Brazil, now the world’s sixth largest economy, is a priority market under the Government’s 
Trade Strategy.  President Higgins’s visit, and the accompanying Enterprise Ireland mission of 
42 companies and third level institutions led by Minister Costello, raised Ireland’s profile in this 
key high growth market.  A number of agreements with Brazilian partners were finalised, in-
cluding announcements of export contracts secured by Irish companies and agreements signed 
between third level education institutions.  Another key event was the launch of the partici-
pation of Irish third-level institutions in a Brazilian scholarship programme that focuses on 
Science and Technology.  Under this programme, we look forward to up to 4,000 Brazilian 
students studying in Ireland at under-graduate level over the next four years, as well as up to 
1,500 post-graduate students.

The President’s programme included other opportunities to build Ireland’s profile in South 
America.  The President delivered well-received addresses at the University of Diego Portales 
in Chile, and at the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil. President Higgins also addressed a semi-
nar in Chile organised in connection with next January’s European Union – Community of Lat-
in American and Caribbean States Summit, and was the keynote speaker at a seminar in Buenos 
Aires on migration from Ireland to Argentina.  The programme also recognised the commitment 
to human rights protection and promotion that Ireland and these three countries share.

I look forward to bilateral contacts increasing with Chile, Brazil and Argentina.  I am con-
fident that such links will include greater business ties but will also encourage deeper political 
and cultural contacts as well as a wide-range of people-to-people connections.  Increased con-
tacts in all areas will bring related benefits in terms of more trade, investment and ultimately 
jobs and prosperity.

17/10/2012WRB00350Middle East Peace Process

17/10/2012WRB0040015. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the recently released UN report, 27 August 2012, 
which states that Gaza will not be liveable by 2020, barring immediate action; if he has raised 
the damning report with the Israeli Government; and if he will take any action on this report. 
[44802/12]
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17/10/2012WRB00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land has consistently stressed that conditions in Gaza are already intolerable, that problems in 
areas such as education, sewage and drinking water are progressively worsening, and that these 
conditions, allied to a growing young population and huge unemployment, are creating text-
book conditions for militant groups to flourish and recruit. The recent UN report ‘Gaza in 2020’ 
only reinforces these messages. I visited Gaza myself in January this year, to see conditions for 
myself.  The blockade makes it impossible for local authorities or international organisations 
to keep pace with the need for basic services in a rapidly growing population. The UN report 
underlines this. Schools in Gaza already work on double shifts, and there is presently a demand 
for an additional 250 schools.   In recognition of these problems, Ireland has provided €12m to 
UNRWA since 2010 to provide basic education, health and social services to Palestinian refu-
gees, and a further €500,000 to UNRWA’s food aid programme in Gaza. But outside aid can 
at best only ameliorate the problems, as long as the blockade stifles normal economic activity.

The Government’s conviction that the   blockade causes unnecessary hardship for the ci-
vilian population in Gaza and those working to assist them is made clear unequivocally to the 
Israeli authorities at every opportunity. In my meetings with PM Netanyahu and FM Liberman 
in January, I stressed the futility of the blockade, and that it is counter-productive to Israel’s se-
curity concerns. Ireland will continue to raise these concerns and to urge the Israeli authorities 
to fundamentally alter their policies in relation to Gaza and open up the border crossings to all 
normal commercial, humanitarian and human traffic, as called for in Security Council Resolu-
tion 1860 of January 2009.

17/10/2012WRB00550Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

17/10/2012WRB0060016. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans for the further rationalisation of Irish embassies; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44885/12]

17/10/2012WRB00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s diplomatic network includes 56 Embassies, 7 multilateral Missions and 10 Consulates 
General and other offices overseas. In addition to their country of primary accreditation, many 
Ambassadors are also accredited to additional countries on a non-resident basis which enhances 
the cost-effectiveness of our external representation.    Our missions abroad perform a wide 
range of functions in pursuit of Ireland’s foreign policy interests.  These include representing 
and advancing government policies with other States and in international organisations, in par-
ticular the EU and the UN; economic and cultural promotion; frontline consular and passport 
services to Irish citizens overseas; engaging with Irish communities and harnessing the resource 
they offer in assisting economic recovery; and programme management, particularly in Irish 
Aid priority countries.

The size and scale of our diplomatic network is considered by the Government on an on-
going basis. Any decision to adjust the State’s external representation by closing, opening or 
relocating missions, will have regard to national priorities and available resources.

17/10/2012WRB00750The Gathering Expenditure

17/10/2012WRB0080017. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
steps he has taken in his role to encourage and promote The Gathering in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44904/12]
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17/10/2012WRB00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
inclusion of tourism, as well as trade and investment, in the Government’s Trade Strategy, is a 
recognition that tourism, as a labour-intensive sector, has a very strong role to play in employ-
ment creation and in economic recovery. My Department has always played an important and 
active role in promoting Ireland as a tourist destination, in particular through our Embassy 
Network, and we are working very closely with the Department of Tourism, Transport and 
Sport and Tourism Ireland to promote The Gathering. In some cases dedicated events have been 
organised to launch the initiative: just last week, for example, President Higgins and Minister 
of State Costello launched The Gathering in Argentina at an Embassy organised event. In many 
other cases Embassy events are being leveraged to promote the initiative and, where suitable, 
speaking engagements and media/radio interviews are also being used to support the scheme.    
Along with the Taoiseach and Minister Varadkar, I launched The Gathering in Dublin Castle on 
11 May 2012. Following on from this launch we sent a joint letter to all Global Irish Network 
Tourism Advocates on 14 May. Network members are working with our Embassy Network and 
Tourism Ireland to promote the Gathering across the world. More recently, I played a central 
role in many of the events surrounding the Navy-Notre Dame American football match in Dub-
lin, which was sponsored by The Gathering. 

I have also used my overseas travel to promote the initiative. To give some specific ex-
amples: during my St. Patrick’s Day visit to Montreal and Toronto, I launched the international 
campaign for The Gathering in Canada; during my September 2012 visit to New York, along 
with Minister Varadkar, I was guest of honour at a reception co-hosted by the Consul General 
and Tourism Ireland to promote The Gathering to a large audience drawn from tourism profes-
sionals and the Irish community; I took the opportunity to promote the initiative in an interview 
last week with Libération, an influential French newspaper.

17/10/2012WRB00950Northern Ireland Marching Season

17/10/2012WRB0100018. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed violence in Northern Ireland during the marching season with the Northern 
Executive and Secretary of State for Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44886/12]

17/10/2012WRB01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
summer’s parades in Northern Ireland were once again marred by outbreaks of violence, most 
significantly in North Belfast where there were serious disturbances in the Ardoyne on 12 July 
and in the Carrick Hill/Carlisle Circus area over several evenings in late August and early Sep-
tember.  Such violence is totally unacceptable.  The disturbances in Carrick Hill/Carlisle Circus 
resulted in injuries to 65 PSNI officers.  I condemn those involved in violence against the police 
service and I am pleased to note that charges have been brought in a number of cases.  These 
riots caused serious concerns regarding community relations in advance of the parades com-
memorating the centenary of the signing of the Ulster Covenant, which took place on Saturday 
29   September. In the event, the parades, which involved 208 bands and over 30,000 marchers, 
passed off without violence, following extensive behind-the-scenes efforts, although several 
breaches of the Parades Commission determinations were reported to the authorities. 

I commend the First Minister and Deputy First Minister for moving quickly to defuse the 
situation and using their offices to liaise with the various interested parties, as well as the efforts 
of MLAs, Councillors, the churches and community representatives.   

Respect is the key to preventing and resolving violence related to parades and sectarian-
ism, and I applaud efforts to facilitate dialogue between residents and parade organisers. I have 
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discussed this matter with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland on a number of occasions 
since she took up office, and we agreed to work together to support efforts to address division 
and sectarianism and to help promote the shared future agenda.

I would like to welcome the apology provided by the Royal Black Institution for the inci-
dent outside St Patrick’s Church in Carrick Hill on 25   August, and hope that this will clear the 
way for further progress in relation to parades in Belfast.  

Irish Government officials monitored events leading up to the Covenant parade closely and 
used every opportunity to underline the importance of dialogue and respect. They remained in 
regular contact with local residents and clergy in advance of the parade, as efforts were made to 
address residents’ concerns. At the request of the residents, the feeder parades were monitored 
on the ground by my officials. Both the Taoiseach and myself were fully briefed as the situation 
evolved, and I was heartened that the parade passed off peacefully. 

It must be recognised that the Parades Commission also played a key role in working to pro-
mote a peaceful outcome to the Covenant parade. It continues to work to address the parades is-
sue in a very challenging environment, and it is essential that the determinations of the Parades 
Commission are respected and upheld as the rule of law.

The scenes of rioting in early September made international headlines and underlined the 
urgent need to address the root causes of division and sectarianism in Northern Ireland. They 
also underlined the potential for sectarian acts to destabilise the situation generally and for new 
flashpoints to emerge. In the absence of a clear strategy to address the causes of division in 
Northern Ireland, events such as those we have seen in recent weeks risk damaging community 
relations in general, undermining economic regeneration strategies for Belfast and tarnishing 
Northern Ireland’s improving international reputation for stability and political progress. 

These events underline the importance and urgency at this time of the Northern Ireland 
Executive delivering on and implementing an agreed Strategy for Cohesion, Sharing and Inte-
gration.

17/10/2012WRB01150World Trade Negotiations

17/10/2012WRB0120019. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress that has been made on bilateral economic partnership agreements between the EU 
and third countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44640/12]

17/10/2012WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
2002, the EU has been negotiating a series of new Economic Partnership Agreements with the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) States.  The Agreements are required as a result of World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) rulings that the unilateral trade preferences previously granted to 
the ACP countries established unfair discrimination between developing countries.   The ne-
gotiations have been protracted, and at times difficult.   By the end of 2007, when a WTO 
waiver expired, one full Agreement had been concluded with Caribbean States and seven in-
terim Agreements were agreed and initialled with 21 other ACP States, either individually or in 
regional groupings.  Negotiations towards full Agreements are continuing.   Several years ago, 
there were well-founded concerns that momentum was being lost in the process and that the 
original shared commitment to the achievement of Agreements which serve the development 
needs of African countries was being lost.  However, agreement was reached at the EU-Africa 
Summit in November 2010 that both sides should move “to conclude Economic Partnership 
Agreements that support socioeconomic development, regional integration and the integration 
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of Africa into the global economy”.  

The European Commission last year engaged actively and flexibly in renewed negotiations 
with the ACP countries at the regional level.  The Commission also made a proposal in Sep-
tember 2011 to set a deadline of 1 January 2014 for the conclusion of the negotiations.  The 
European Parliament has given a first reading to the Commission proposal and has voted to 
recommend an extension of the proposed deadline to 1 January 2016.   The proposal is cur-
rently under consideration by the Council of Trade Ministers.   At their meeting last March, the 
EU Trade Ministers acknowledged the need for flexibility and pragmatism on both sides to find 
solutions to outstanding issues.

Throughout the process of negotiating Economic Partnership Agreements, the Government 
has at all stages made it clear that Ireland supports a negotiating approach that is as flexible as 
possible under WTO law and underlines the importance of a strong partnership approach.  We 
will continue to work for the conclusion of Agreements which serve the development needs of 
our developing country partners.

17/10/2012WRB01350Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/10/2012WRB0140020. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide further details on his senior level meeting with the World Bank; and if it will 
signal any change in Ireland’s economic engagement with developing countries. [44818/12]

17/10/2012WRB01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
colleague, the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr Joe Costello T.D., visited Wash-
ington in September and held discussions with senior officials from the World Bank.   Ireland 
works closely with the World Bank through the Department of Finance and through the Gov-
ernment’s aid programme, Irish Aid, which is managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade.  The World Bank Group supports developing countries in their fight against poverty 
by providing the financial and technical assistance needed to promote trade and investment. In 
2011, the Department of Finance provided €18 million to the International Development As-
sociation, one of the five agencies within the World Bank Group, which in turn provides grants 
and long term, zero interest loans to the world’s poorest countries. In addition Irish Aid con-
tributes to a number of global and programme country trust funds managed by the Bank Group 
focusing on the fight against hunger, the provision of basic needs, private sector development, 
and fragile and conflict affected states.

Minister Costello discussed the strong relationship between Irish Aid and the World Bank, 
over a wide range of our development priorities including hunger, nutrition and agricultural 
productivity. The Bank provided him with a valuable update on its work in fragile and unstable 
States.  He was in a position to brief senior officials on the findings of his recent visit to Jordan 
where he saw at first hand the scale of the refugee crisis as a result of the conflict in Syria.

The Minister also discussed Ireland’s forthcoming EU Presidency role, and especially our 
focus on facilitating substantive discussions on the EU’s approach for the formulation of the 
framework for global development after 2015.  He also engaged Bank officials on the crucial 
role of the private sector in driving economic growth, creating jobs and reducing poverty.  He 
briefed the Bank on the development of the new Africa Strategy of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, and discussed the opportunities for Irish business in Africa in the context of 
increasing two way trade between Ireland and Africa.  

We look forward to further meetings at Ministerial level with the World Bank and to devel-
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oping a closer working relationship on development and on economic and trade issues.

17/10/2012WRB01550Middle East Peace Process

17/10/2012WRB0160021. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will consider proposing to the EU Foreign Affairs Council the exclusion from the EU of 
products from illegal Israeli settlements; if in the absence of an EU agreement, he will also con-
sider introducing an unilateral ban on Israeli settlement goods entering Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44807/12]

17/10/2012WRB01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ex-
ternal trade policy and controls are an EU competence, not a national one. And most or all 
settlement produce (which is probably a very small volume) reaches us as imports from other 
EU countries. A ban on importation can therefore only be enacted at EU level.   In relation to 
the possibility of such a ban at EU level, I refer the Deputy to my reply to Priority Question 4 
today on this topic.

I will also be writing to Deputies shortly in more detail on this issue.

17/10/2012WRB01750Consular Services Remit

17/10/2012WRB0180022. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the revelations contained in the New Zealand made television documentary Who 
Killed Trent Keegan, by Melting Pot Studios and carried on TVNZ which details the encroach-
ment on the land of the Masai people by safari companies; the death in suspicious circumstanc-
es of a New Zealand citizen of Irish decent Trent Keegan (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44723/12]

17/10/2012WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, there are three parts to his question which I will answer accordingly.    
Firstly, the issue of encroachment on the land of the Masai people by safari companies.  Ireland 
has been to the fore in highlighting the challenges facing pastoral communities such as the 
Masai people, the violation of their human rights and the need to find sustainable solutions to 
land conflicts.  We have also emphasised the substantial contribution that pastoral communities 
make to environmentally sustainable economic development in Tanzania. The Irish Embassy 
in Dar es Salaam has taken a lead in highlighting pastoralist community concerns, including 
through the EU, and the issues have been raised at the highest levels of Government. Through 
our existing Irish Aid bilateral programme in Tanzania, Ireland is providing annual support of 
€400,000 to pastoralist civil society groups to strengthen their capacity for advocacy and en-
gagement with national and local development processes.

Secondly, the death of Trent Keegan in Kenya.  Notwithstanding Mr. Keegan’s connections 
with Ireland, he was a citizen of New Zealand travelling on a New Zealand passport.  While I 
am aware that the circumstances of Mr. Keegan’s death remain unresolved, Ireland has no con-
sular role or standing in this matter.    

Finally, the person referred to by the Deputy first came to the attention of my Department in 
2008 when he was living in Tanzania.  Since then my Department, through the Embassy in Tan-
zania and Consular Assistance Section in Dublin, has afforded all possible consular assistance 
to the person mentioned.    The Embassy pursued his concerns in attempting to seek a meeting 
with District Commissioner and also through the Foreign Ministry.  Also, my Department has 
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kept him  fully up to date with correspondence from the Tanzanian Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
on this matter.  

17/10/2012WRB01950Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRB0200023. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he has taken to support imprisoned Irish trained doctors in Bahrain who have had their 
appeals rejected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44907/12]

17/10/2012WRB0210038. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the recent decision of Bahrain’s highest court which upheld the 
jail terms issued against nine medics convicted for their role in last year’s pro-democracy upris-
ing, especially the case of Dr. Ali al-Ekry, who was trained here; and if he has raised these cases 
with the Bahraini Government. [44820/12]

17/10/2012WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 23 and 38 together.

The Government has made clear its concerns on this case at every opportunity to the Bah-
raini authorities.  We have repeatedly raised this case with the Bahraini Ambassador in London 
and through our Ambassador in Riyadh who is accredited to Bahrain.   Officials in my Depart-
ment again conveyed our strong concerns to the Bahraini authorities through diplomatic chan-
nels after the Court of Cassation’s decision on 1 October to uphold the prison sentences against 
a number of doctors, including some who trained in Ireland. 

Given the great concerns and doubts which have surrounded the case of the medics from the 
start, and particularly in light of the well-documented reports of ill-treatment to which many of 
those originally detained were subject, I believe that the Bahraini Government should consider 
exercising clemency and releasing those medical professionals who have now been imprisoned. 
Such an act of clemency would also be very much in the wider interests of promoting urgently 
needed reconciliation and national dialogue within Bahrain.  I therefore urge King Hamad and 
the Bahrain Government to take account of the widespread international concerns which exist 
and to agree to release those now imprisoned following the verdict in the Court of Cassation.  

I also again urge the Bahraini authorities to follow up on the recommendations of the Bah-
rain Independent Commission of Inquiry Report, particularly the recommendation that an inde-
pendent and impartial body should conduct effective investigations of all allegations of torture 
in detention.  I believe that such investigations would demonstrate Bahrain’s determination to 
ensure mistreatment in custody cannot happen again, and would contribute to initiating a genu-
ine process of reform.

17/10/2012WRB02250Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/10/2012WRB0230024. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if there has been any recent discussions in relation to immigration reform between the 
Irish and American Governments, specifically regarding the status of the illegal Irish in the 
United States. [44825/12]

17/10/2012WRB0240061. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 23 of 11 July 2012, the progress made to date on resolv-
ing the issue of the undocumented Irish in the US; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[45009/12]

17/10/2012WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 24 and 61 together.

The welfare of the Irish abroad is a very important priority for the Government.  There are 
particular concerns in the United States where addressing the position of the undocumented 
Irish and reforming our migration arrangements are priorities for the Government in its contacts 
with the US Administration and Congress.  

The Government’s keen interest in a resolution of the situation for undocumented Irish mi-
grants is well recognised and accepted by our contacts within US Administration and Congress. 
Their advice to us remains that comprehensive reform of the US immigration system and pro-
cedures is likely to be the only manner by which this can be achieved. 

With a view to building some positive momentum around immigration issues, we have 
focused our efforts on enabling Irish people to apply for E-3 temporary U.S. work visas. The 
passage of existing draft legislation by Congress to extend this scheme to Irish citizens would 
make up to 10,500 E-3 visas available each year. The level of support achieved to date for this 
draft legislation among members of Congress is encouraging.   However, further progress will 
have to await the outcome of the Presidential and Congressional elections in November.

Through our Embassy in Washington, the Government will continue to work closely with 
our friends in Congress and with Irish-American community representatives and ensure that 
every opportunity is taken to put an E-3 visa scheme in place.    I met with Irish community 
lobby groups for immigration reform during my visit to New York in September and discussed 
this issue in some detail with them.  We agreed to continue to work together on this important 
endeavour.

17/10/2012WRB02550Foreign Conflicts

17/10/2012WRB0260025. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on whether US threats of military action against Iran are breaches of the UN Charter and 
international law. [44834/12]

17/10/2012WRB0270063. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on whether comments made by the President of the United States in support of pre-
emptive military strike by Israel against Iranian nuclear facilities are in breach of United Na-
tions Charters and international law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45098/12]

17/10/2012WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 25 and 63 together.

In his address to the UN General Assembly on 25 September last, President Obama said: 
“America wants to resolve this issue through diplomacy, and we believe that there is still time 
and space to do so.  But that time is not unlimited.”  This is consistent with the serious, patient 
and protracted efforts of the United States Government over many years.  The US has worked 
closely with the European Union and the Governments of Russia and China, to engage Iran in 
a diplomatic dialogue to resolve the serious concerns surrounding Iran’s nuclear programme.   
These concerns are shared by Ireland and its EU partners, by the wider international community 
and by the International Atomic Energy Agency.  All recent reporting and analysis of the issue 
has acknowledged continuing US efforts to discourage any immediate recourse to military ac-
tion against Iranian sites.
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The Government, in concert with our European partners, fully support a diplomatic solution 
to this issue. Furthermore, the Government has equally and consistently been clear in advocat-
ing with EU and international partners that it is only through the path of diplomatic negotiations 
that the serious issues arising from Iran’s nuclear programme can be resolved. It is regrettable 
that thus far Iran has not been willing to engage in negotiations on the issue with the necessary 
seriousness and commitment. We hope very much that this will change.

17/10/2012WRC00150Foreign Conflicts

17/10/2012WRC0020026. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide details on his recent trip to meet the UN Assistant Secretary General in New 
York to discuss the current situation in Syria; if Ireland has been asked to carry out any specific 
tasks by the UN Assistant Secretary General to help elevate the humanitarian crisis in the re-
gion. [44813/12]

17/10/2012WRC00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Dur-
ing my visit to the UN General Assembly in New York last month, I met with the UN Secretary 
General on 29 September for a wide-ranging discussion which covered also the crisis in Syria.   
SG Ban and I reviewed the current disheartening situation on the ground in Syria, with mount-
ing casualties now estimated at well over 20,000 people killed in the past twenty months.  We 
agreed that it was regrettable that such deep divisions continue to exist on how to end the con-
flict, not least within the UN Security Council itself but also among the Syrian population and 
within the ranks of the Syrian opposition. 

We shared the view that the EU and the international community must redouble their efforts 
to end the nightmare of the Syrian people.  In particular, we agreed that newly-appointed Joint 
Special Representative Brahimi needs all our support in his task of rejuvenating the Annan Plan 
and the Geneva Communiqué with the hope of finding a new way towards peace and a political 
settlement involving transition. 

I also reiterated Ireland’s strong view that what is needed above all now is a robust Chapter 
VII UNSC Resolution which would include sanctions and a comprehensive arms embargo.   
This would go a long way towards cutting off the flow of arms to all sides and compel those 
who are responsible for violating the human rights of the Syrian people to stop their reprehen-
sible actions.

I also underlined Ireland’s strong support for a referral of the situation in Syria to the ICC, 
given the clear need and duty which we have vis-a-vis the Syrian people to ensure there is some 
form of accountability for the many serious human rights violations which have taken place.

The United Nations, principally through OCHA (the Office of the Coordinator for Humani-
tarian Affairs), is playing a central role in international efforts to mobilise the substantial re-
sources which are now required to deal with the humanitarian emergency confronting Syria 
and its neighbours.   Ireland, for its part, is playing a significant role in supporting UN agencies 
and others in their relief operations. To date, we have contributed a total of €2.25 million in 
humanitarian assistance, principally channelled through UNHCR, ICRC and WHO.   Minister 
of State Costello had extensive discussions with the UNHCR during his visit last August to the 
Zatari refugee camp in Jordan which UNHCR operates and which is now accommodating some 
35,000 Syrian refugees fleeing the conflict.

17/10/2012WRC00350EU Enlargement
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17/10/2012WRC0040027. Deputy John Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
discussions he has held with Serbia on their accession talks with the EU; the outcome of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44880/12]

17/10/2012WRC00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I held 
discussions with the Serbian Foreign Minister, Mr Ivan Mrkič, in New York on 27 September, 
during which the issue of Serbia’s EU perspective was touched on, particularly in the context 
of the requirement for a visible and sustainable improvement of relations with Kosovo. I con-
firmed that we were looking forward to working with Serbia during our six-month Presidency.    
On 25 September, Minister of State Creighton visited Belgrade as part of a five day official visit 
to the region. She was there both as the representative of the Chair in Office of the OSCE and to 
build working relationships with some key interlocutors involved in Serbia’s progress towards 
the EU, in the context of Ireland’s Presidency next year.

The Minister of State held a series of meetings with leading figures in the new Serbian gov-
ernment and parliament, including Prime Minister Dačić and Deputy Prime Minister for Euro-
pean Integration, Suzana Grubješić.   Both recognised that, due to the recent elections in Serbia, 
and the time taken to form a new government, there had been little progress on the reform 
agenda in the previous 6 months. However, they committed to renewed efforts and underlined 
the steps which the new government has taken towards implementing the agreements reached 
in the dialogue with Priština. Minister Creighton stressed that Ireland stood ready during our 
Presidency to support actively Serbia’s ambition, taking account of the Copenhagen criteria. 
This included the possibility that a date for opening of accession negotiations might be fixed 
during our semester.

Since then, the Commission’s assessment in its report on enlargement, issued on 10 Octo-
ber, was that Serbia continues on its way to sufficiently fulfilling the political criteria. While 
recognising progress, the Commission pointed to further work needed on rule of law issues 
and relations with Kosovo before it could recommend the opening of accession negotiations. 
The Commission is to report further to the Council as soon as the necessary progress has been 
achieved.

The Commission’s report of 10 October will now be considered by EU Member States with 
a view to taking decisions on its recommendations at the General Affairs and European Council 
meetings in December.

17/10/2012WRC00550EU Presidency Expenditure

17/10/2012WRC0060028. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans for when Ireland assumes the Presidency of the European Union on 1 January 2013. 
[43032/12]

[SnippetRefNo]Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade(Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I and 
other members of the Government are committed to using Ireland’s Presidency of the Council 
of the EU to tackle the greatest challenge facing citizens across the EU today which is to create 
jobs by stimulating economic growth.  This will be the major overarching theme of the Irish 
EU Presidency.

Over the past 20 years the Single Market has boosted Irish exports and created thousands 
of jobs.  One of the aims of the Single Market Act II, which was published by the European 
Commission on 3 October, will be to respond to changes in the economy over the coming years, 
particularly by exploiting the potential of the digital economy for business and consumers and 



Questions - Written Answers

14

contributing to growth and jobs creation.  Ireland will also seek to promote external trade dur-
ing its Presidency and will hold a meeting of Trade Ministers in Ireland during the Presidency 
which will focus on the EU-US trade relationship.  There will also be a strong focus on tackling 
the causes of unemployment, and in particular youth unemployment.

As Presidency Ireland will work to restore confidence and stability in Europe’s economy 
by seeking to effectively implement economic governance measures and reach agreement on 
banking proposals to strengthen supervision.  The Government is supporting the current Cyprus 
EU Presidency in its efforts to secure agreement on the EU’s budget from 2014-2020.  We stand 
ready to take any remaining tasks that fall to us on 1 January next to ensure that the EU has a 
budget that can underpin economic growth and job creation in Europe through programmes of 
major importance to Ireland and other Member States such as CAP, CFP and the Horizon 2020 
framework for research and innovation, to name but a few.

In relation to the Common Foreign and Security Policy, as Presidency, we will actively 
support the High Representative and the EEAS in promoting effectiveness and coherence in 
the EU’s response to current foreign policy and security challenges.  While the Foreign Affairs 
Council agenda is mainly driven by current events, the crisis in Syria, the Middle East Peace 
Process and the Iran nuclear issue seem likely to remain high on this agenda in the first half of 
2013.

In the area of development aid, we will focus on themes including shaping the post-2015 
framework for international development as we look beyond the 2000 Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.  This issue will figure prominently at the Informal meeting of EU Development 
Ministers in February 2013.   We are also planning to organise an international conference in 
Dublin, bringing together the themes of hunger, nutrition and climate justice, working in close 
cooperation with Mary Robinson.  It will aim to bring the voices of local communities in devel-
oping countries to bear on the policy debate on the future of global development.

In my role as Chairman of the General Affairs Council during the Presidency, I will ensure 
that EU Enlargement will also be a priority for the Irish Presidency.

17/10/2012WRC00725Middle East Peace Process

17/10/2012WRC0080029. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the fact that between March 2001 and October 2011 
Israeli forces destroyed €50 million worth of Palestinian infrastructure, €30 million of which 
was funded by the EU; and if he will raise this with other EU counterparts. [44806/12]

17/10/2012WRC00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
is growing concern about this issue within the EU.  Some 82 projects which have received 
funding from the EU or its member States have been damaged or entirely destroyed by Israeli 
actions in this period, with damage estimated at €30 million. While I am not aware of any Irish-
funded work which was destroyed, some of the projects had been funded by the Humanitarian 
Response Fund, to which we have made contributions.   Some of the damage may have been 
inflicted inadvertently in genuine security-related operations.  The largest single item, amount-
ing to about one third of the total, was the complete destruction in late 2001/early 2002 of Gaza 
Airport, which the EU and other donors had been preparing for re-opening. Most of the damage 
and destruction carried out was concentrated during the periods of the second intifada (2001-
2004) or during Operation Cast Lead, the Israeli military operation in Gaza, in late 2008/early 
2009.    Nonetheless, it remains evident that much of the destruction caused has been quite 
deliberate and includes structures such as solar panels, wells and cisterns as well as refugee 
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housing for people already displaced from elsewhere.

The EU is deeply concerned about the destruction of humanitarian and development assis-
tance projects funded by European taxpayers.   But I am just as concerned about the much wider 
practice of the continuing destruction of Palestinian homes and infrastructure, of which this is 
just the most visible element.    This practice is equally abhorrent and unjustified.

This is an issue of ongoing and widespread concern within the EU.   It was included in the 
issues addressed in the May 2012 Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions.  Partners are continuing 
to examine measures to prevent such destruction, especially of EU-funded works.

17/10/2012WRC00950Trade Mission Numbers

17/10/2012WRC0100030. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
there are any trade missions planned to visit Russia in the near future, on the back of the trade 
mission he led to Russia in June. [44814/12]

17/10/2012WRC01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Pro-
posals for Trade Missions to be led at Ministerial level in 2012 were submitted by Enterprise 
Ireland last December simultaneously to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and 
to me for consideration and approval. The agreed programme for this year was presented to 
the Export Trade Council at its 16 February meeting. It is still too early to discuss the EI pro-
gramme of Trade Missions for 2013, having regard also to ongoing Ministerial travel planning 
related to our EU Presidency.    The Deputy will be aware that Russia has been identified as a 
key high-growth and high-potential market for Ireland under the Strategy and Action Plan for 
Irish Trade, Tourism and Investment to 2015. The local market team, chaired by our Ambas-
sador, with the participation of the relevant State Agencies, is working actively to expand trade, 
investment and education links.  

During a visit to Russia in November 2011, I co-chaired a meeting of the Ireland-Russia 
Joint Economic Commission. The meeting provided an opportunity to explore how our trade 
and business links with Russia could be further developed. My visit led to a follow up meeting 
with a sectoral focus in Dublin in May of this year at which a Work Programme was adopted. 
On that occasion, the Russian delegation met the Minister of State for Trade and Development, 
Joe Costello T.D. who subsequently led an Enterprise Ireland Trade Mission to Moscow from 
18-22 June. During this Mission, Minister of State Costello participated in a large number of 
business engagements organised by the Embassy and State Agencies, as well as in high-level 
political meetings.

I believe that through this combination of high level contacts and work on the ground on a 
daily basis by our Embassy and the State Agencies, our trade relations with Russia will continue 
to strengthen. In 2011, Irish merchandise exports to Russia increased by 34% to €507 million 
making Russia, for the first time, one of our twenty most important markets for exports of mer-
chandise. Strong levels of export growth have continued into 2012 with merchandise exports 
of €401m for the first 8 months of the year, an increase of 15% over the same period in 2011. 
The Russian market is an important one for indigenous companies, accounting for over 10% of 
indigenous exports in 2011.

17/10/2012WRC01150Overseas Development Aid Oversight

17/10/2012WRC0120031. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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if he is satisfied with the manner in which audits are undertaken on non Governmental or-
ganisations which are funded through Irish Aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44645/12]

17/10/2012WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government’s aid programme, which is managed by Irish Aid in the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, is sharply focused on the fight against global poverty and hunger. About 
a quarter of Ireland’s development assistance is channelled through development Non-Gov-
ernmental Organisations (NGOs).  In accordance with the objectives of the aid programme, 
this funding is provided to support the long term development work carried out by NGOs in 
developing countries as well as emergency humanitarian assistance and development education 
programmes.   I am satisfied that all funding to NGOs is allocated and monitored on the basis 
of the highest oversight standards at all stages of the funding cycle, including audit.  Funding 
proposals submitted by NGOs are rigorously appraised against clear criteria by Irish Aid staff 
and, as appropriate, by external experts.  The criteria include a proven organisational capacity 
for the effective use of funding and an assessment of management and oversight systems within 
partner organisations.  

Audit is a fundamental component of good governance and the primary responsibility for 
complying with audit obligations rests with the NGOs funded by the Department. Contracts 
signed between the Department and NGO partners stipulate that annual audited accounts must 
be submitted to the Department as part of the annual reporting process. In the interests of trans-
parency, Irish Aid also requires NGOs to publish their audited accounts on their websites. 

Departmental procedures to ensure that funding is used for the intended purposes include 
regular field monitoring visits, annual narrative and financial reporting against agreed objec-
tives and budgets, evaluations, audits and ongoing reviews of compliance. 

In common with other Departments, expenditure under the two Votes of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs is audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  In addition, the Department 
has its own Evaluation and Audit Unit, which is staffed by professionals and has responsibility 
for the internal audit function.  Using a risk-based audit approach, it carries out and manages a 
range of evaluations, audits and Value for Money reviews, including reviews of NGO partners.  
Recent audits carried out have included those of the major Irish development NGOs, Concern, 
Goal and Trócaire.

In addition to these robust internal systems, the Department has an independent Audit Com-
mittee which reports to the Secretary General. It provides an independent appraisal of audit 
reports and of the Department’s audit and evaluation arrangements.  The Committee meets 
regularly with the Secretary General and senior management of Irish Aid and annually with the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. It also publishes an annual report on its work.

The Government attaches the highest importance to ensuring effective audit and evaluation 
of all public expenditure.  In my Department, regular reviews of the overall audit approach, 
audit work programmes and resource levels will continue to be undertaken by management to 
ensure that audit systems and coverage remain appropriate to the risks and challenges facing the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, including Irish Aid.

17/10/2012WRC01350EU Enlargement

17/10/2012WRC0140032. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
discussions that have been held with Albania on the accession talks with the EU; the outcome 
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of the talks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44892/12]

17/10/2012WRC01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I had 
a brief meeting with the Albanian Foreign Minister Edmond Panariti on 27 September during 
the UN General Assembly in New York when he updated me on Albania’s reform efforts and 
on regional cooperation. I indicated, in response, that we look forward to working with him 
during our forthcoming EU Presidency.    A more detailed discussion on the question of Al-
bania’s relationship with the EU took place the following day when Minister of State Lucinda 
Creighton T.D. visited Tirana as part of a five day official visit to the region. She was there both 
as the representative of the Chair in Office of the OSCE and to build working relationships with 
some of the key interlocutors involved in Albania’s progress towards the EU, in the context of 
Ireland’s Presidency next year.

She met with Prime Minister Sali Berisha and with Minister for Integration Majlinda Bregu, 
both of whom reiterated their commitment to EU integration and set out the progress that had 
been achieved in Albania’s reform process over the past year. They expressed the hope that this 
would result in the granting of candidate status later this year. Minister Creighton welcomed 
the progress made. She also reiterated the OSCE’s readiness to continue supporting Albania in 
addressing outstanding issues in the areas related to judicial reform, the fight against corruption 
and strengthening the rule of law, all of which are important in the context of the country’s EU 
aspirations. 

Since then, the Commission’s assessment, in its report on enlargement issued on 10 Oc-
tober, was that Albania has indeed made good progress. The Commission has recommended 
candidate status subject to completion of a number of key measures in the areas of judicial and 
public administration reform and revision of the parliamentary rules of procedure. The Com-
mission is to report further to the Council as soon as the necessary progress has been achieved. 

The Commission’s report of 10 October will now be considered by EU member States with 
a view to taking decisions on its recommendations at the General Affairs and European Council 
meetings in December. 

17/10/2012WRC01550Departmental Functions

17/10/2012WRC0160033. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the practical advantages of trade being assimilated into his Department; the progress 
that has been made as a result of the changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44905/12]

17/10/2012WRC01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
promotion of Ireland’s economic and trading interests overseas has been and remains a strategic 
priority for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and its Embassy Network. Alongside 
its foreign policy, diplomatic and consular functions, the Embassy Network is a key platform 
for the promotion of Ireland’s trade, investment and tourism objectives. A significant part of 
my Department’s contribution to national economic recovery has centred on using the Embassy 
Network to disseminate the Government’s economic message and help restore our international 
reputation.    The transfer of certain trade promotion functions to my Department on 1 June 
last year was in one sense a formal recognition of the trade promotion work carried out by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and its diplomatic and consular missions over many years. The 
most significant institutional innovation was establishment under the responsibility of the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Export Trade Council, which I chair, and which 
oversees coordination and implementation of the Government’s Trade Strategy.
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The Deputy will be aware that the Trade Strategy sets out concrete targets in trade, tourism 
and investment to be met by 2015 as well as a programme of actions conducive to achieving 
these targets. The responsible Ministers and Heads of State Agencies are members of the Ex-
port Trade Council as are senior representatives of certain other Departments and, importantly, 
a number of private sector individuals with relevant experience. The Council has met three 
times, most recently on 20 September. Earlier this year, I reported to Government on progress 
in implementing the Strategy in 2011. 

The Trade and Promotion Division of my Department supports the work of the Export Trade 
Council. This involves regular engagement at Headquarters with Enterprise Ireland, the IDA, 
Bord Bia, Tourism Ireland, Culture Ireland and Science Foundation Ireland as well as other 
Departments in order to build a Team Ireland approach both at home and abroad. The Division 
also acts as the interface between the Embassy Network and other relevant Government Depart-
ments, the State Agencies and the private sector. Ireland’s bilateral relations, economic as well 
as political, with other countries are the responsibility of geographical Divisions and Units of 
my Department. Trade and Promotion Division liaises with them, particularly with respect to 
the priority countries identified under the Trade Strategy. 

Local market teams, chaired by Ambassadors with State Agency participation, are in place 
in all these priority countries. The local teams’ market plans for 2012 were reviewed by the 
Export Trade Council in February, their mid- year progress reports in September. On foot of 
guidance from the Council, we aim to further increase the value of mid- and end-year progress 
reports by sharpening their focus on the impact of actions taken on the realisation of agreed 
objectives. The local market teams are gradually becoming better coordinated and it is notable 
that shared effort is not confined to standout promotional occasions such as St Patrick’s Day 
and high level visits. All concerned understand that it is imperative that optimum use is made 
of State resources in support of the objectives of the Trade Strategy.  

Another area where progress has been made since my Department assumed certain trade 
promotion functions is the annual programme of Minister-led Enterprise Ireland Trade Mis-
sions.  In December, Enterprise Ireland now submits a draft programme for the following year 
to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and to me. The programme is agreed be-
tween our two Departments and presented to the Export Trade Council. My Department man-
ages the missions led by the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello TD., 
and by me. This year, we have led Enterprise Ireland Trade Missions to Turkey, Russia, the UK 
and Brazil; before the end of the year, Minister Costello will also lead missions to Italy and to 
South Africa.  

Finally, my Department now co-ordinates the Joint Economic Commissions with a number 
of high growth and emerging countries. Following my co–Chairmanship of the Ireland Russia 
Joint Economic Commission in Moscow in November 2011, a delegation of Russian officials, 
including co chairs of the sectoral working groups established in areas of mutual interest, met 
their Irish counterparts here in May and agreed a work programme. The China-Ireland JEC 
will meet here on Friday, preceded by a first meeting of a Joint Investment Promotion Working 
Group. On 30 November, the Irish side will host the Joint Economic Commission with South 
Korea.

17/10/2012WRC01750Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/10/2012WRC0180034. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the actions he has taken on the issue of the undocumented Irish in the USA; if he has discussed 
the E-3 Visa amongst members of Congress and the White House; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [44878/12]

17/10/2012WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
welfare of the Irish abroad is a very important priority for the Government.  There are particu-
lar concerns in the United States where addressing the position of the undocumented Irish and 
reforming our migration arrangements are priorities for the Government in its contacts with the 
US Administration and Congress.     The Government’s keen interest in a resolution of the situ-
ation for undocumented Irish migrants is well recognised and accepted by our contacts within 
US Administration and Congress. Their advice to us remains that comprehensive reform of the 
US immigration system and procedures is likely to be the only manner by which this can be 
achieved. 

With a view to building some positive momentum around immigration issues, we have 
focused our efforts on enabling Irish people to apply for E-3 temporary U.S. work visas. The 
passage of existing draft legislation by Congress to extend this scheme to Irish citizens would 
make up to 10,500 E-3 visas available each year. The level of support achieved to date for this 
draft legislation among members of Congress is encouraging.   However, further progress will 
have to await the outcome of the Presidential and Congressional elections in November.

Through our Embassy in Washington, the Government will continue to work closely with 
our friends in Congress and with Irish-American community representatives and ensure that 
every opportunity is taken to put an E-3 visa scheme in place.    I met with Irish community 
lobby groups for immigration reform during my visit to New York in September and discussed 
this issue in some detail with them.  We agreed to continue to work together on this important 
endeavour.

17/10/2012WRC01950Nuclear Disarmament Initiative

17/10/2012WRC0200035. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on sanctions on Iran with regard to UN Chapter VII, article 39, which the Secu-
rity Council used to impose sanctions under article 41 (details supplied) and in the absence of a 
threat to the peace determination, his views on the Security Council adopting binding measures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44913/12]

17/10/2012WRC0210056. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he is satisfied with EU actions to curb Iranian efforts to achieve armed nuclear capabil-
ity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44902/12]

17/10/2012WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 35 and 56 together.

The EU and others have been engaged for almost eight years in efforts to negotiate with Iran 
a solution to the issues surrounding Iran’s nuclear programme.  The EU High Representative, 
Baroness Ashton, has led negotiations for the E3+3 group (UK, France, Germany, US, Russia 
and China) with Iran at three negotiating sessions this year as well as at a number of ancillary 
meetings. The E3+3 Foreign Ministers met at the General Assembly session in New York last 
month to consider how to proceed.

I am satisfied that the EU, along with its other partners, is doing everything it can to put 
pressure on Iran to change its course and to negotiate seriously so to address the major concerns 
which exist regarding its nuclear programme.  Regrettably, it has been necessary to impose 
several rounds of EU sanctions as part of this.   A further round of sanctions was agreed at the 
Foreign Affairs Council which I attended on Monday.
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The E3+3 have shown both great patience and creativity in exploring every avenue for 
agreement. I believe that there are those in Iran who also wish to reach agreement.   However, 
the regime as a whole has thus far failed to respond and to engage in serious negotiation.  I very 
much hope that they will do so soon.

The UN Security Council has also found it necessary to adopt six resolutions and impose 
four rounds of sanctions in relation to Iran’s nuclear programme. In adopting such Resolutions, 
the members of the Security Council would benefit at all times from the advice of the UN Sec-
retary General and of the Office of the UN Legal Counsel as to the resolutions in question being 
in full accordance with the provisions of the UN Charter.  Security Council Resolutions once 
adopted are, of course, binding on all UN member States. 

Ireland has shared the widespread international concerns about the nature of Iran’s nuclear 
programme.  These concerns are felt most strongly by other states in the region and are by no 
means confined to Israel.  There can be no doubt that this issue has increased instability and 
could even conceivably lead to conflict in an already very troubled part of the world. 

I will continue to make the case strongly to our EU and other international partners that the 
issues arising in connection with Iran’s nuclear activities can only be resolved through diplo-
matic negotiations and not by any other means.

17/10/2012WRC02250EU Enlargement

17/10/2012WRC0230036. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on Serbia’s readiness for accession to the European Union; if it is his intention 
that a date will be set for Serbian accession during the Irish Presidency of the Council in 2013; 
his further views on discriminatory policies within Serbia towards Serbian Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender and Queer citizens in view of recent events in Belgrade; if it his intention 
to address these matters with the Serbian Government during Ireland’s presidency in advance of 
any accession date being set; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44646/12]

17/10/2012WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European Commission published its Annual Enlargement Strategy and Progress Reports on 
10 October. On Serbia, while recognising progress, the Commission pointed to further work 
needed before it could recommend the opening of accession negotiations. In particular, Ser-
bia needs to pay attention to the rule of law, notably the judiciary and the rights of vulnerable 
groups and Serbia needs to take steps towards a visible and sustainable improvement of rela-
tions with Kosovo. I agree with the Commission’s assessment.  Whether a date for opening ac-
cession negotiations with Serbia can be set during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council in 2013 is 
dependent on a number of factors. In the first instance, Serbia will have to fulfil the requirement 
of an improvement in relations with Kosovo. Secondly, the Commission will have to report that 
Serbia has achieved the necessary degree of compliance with EU membership criteria. Then the 
Council will assess this report before coming to a decision.   Accession is the result of a negotia-
tion, and the eventual outcome and timeframe in respect of any application cannot be predicted. 

Turning to the concerns raised in relation to LGBT rights in Serbia, as I have already stated 
publicly, I greatly regret   the decision of the Serbian authorities to ban the Belgrade Pride Pa-
rade for the second year in a row on security grounds. 

The European Union is first and foremost a community of values based on respect for hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms. These are values upon which European Union is built, 
and it is essential that Serbia, as a candidate country for membership, respects them. Serbia 
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will be expected to demonstrate that it can fully protect the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) persons in Serbia before the country can be admitted to the EU.  

17/10/2012WRC02450Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRC0250037. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which unilaterally or in conjunction with his EU and UN colleagues he can 
focus worldwide attention on the fate of Malala Yousufzai who was gunned down for having the 
temerity to raise the question of girls’ rights to education and who has maintained her position 
for which she has unfortunately paid a very high price; if he will encourage his international 
colleagues to use all their influence to ensure that the cause to which she is espoused is invigo-
rated by her sacrifice and example; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44831/12]

17/10/2012WRC0260069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he and his EU colleagues directly or in conjunction with the UN can bring diplomatic 
pressure to bear on those responsible for the shooting of Malala Yousufzai who has shown great 
courage and commitment in highlighting discrimination against girls in the education system 
and who has continued to wage a campaign for her contemporaries even in the face of violence; 
if he will endeavour to engage the international community to discourage and condemn the 
situation which led to her shooting and bring to justice her perpetrators; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45232/12]

17/10/2012WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 37 and 69 together. 

I was appalled to learn that a 14-year-old Pakistani schoolgirl, Malala Yousafzai, was attacked 
by extremists for advocating girls’ rights to education in Swat, Pakistan.  Malala Yousafzai is an 
admirable young woman who received Pakistan’s first national peace award last year, and was 
also nominated for the International Children’s Peace Prize.  

Ireland’s diplomatic relations with Pakistan are maintained by secondary accreditation via 
our Embassy in Ankara.  Therefore I have requested that officials at the Embassy maintain con-
tact with relevant EU colleagues in Islamabad regarding this case.

The Deputy will be aware that since this incident the High Representative / Vice President of 
the European Commission Catherine Ashton and the Secretary General of the United National 
Ban Ki Moon have both issued statements condemning this attack.  I share their condemnation; 
such incidents are unacceptable.  Like many others, I admire Malala Yousufzai’s courageous 
efforts to promote the fundamental right to education.  She has arrived in England for specialist 
treatment and I wish her a full and speedy recovery.

The EU engages in regular dialogue with Pakistan on human rights and democratic prin-
ciples, including the right to freedom of opinion and expression.  The EU has called on the 
Pakistani authorities, at the highest level, to adopt measures to protect individual and minority 
rights in line with its Constitution and with international human rights standards and conven-
tions.  The EU has made clear to the Government of Pakistan that under its constitutional and 
international requirements it has a responsibility to protect its citizens. 

Ireland attaches great importance to the fundamental human rights of freedom of expression 
and opinion.  I will continue to work with my international colleagues through the mechanisms 
of the EU and the UN to ensure that these rights are protected.  Furthermore, I have asked of-
ficials in my Department to monitor and report on the ongoing situation in Pakistan.
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In relation to this specific case of Malala Yousafzai, I would also like to reiterate and support 
the recent statement by UNICEF which called on all parties in Pakistan to respect all children’s 
rights, including education in a safe and protective environment.

Question No. 38 answered with Question No. 23.

17/10/2012WRD00250EU Summits

17/10/2012WRD0030039. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he has engaged with his EU colleagues with a view to re-defining a 
modern vision for Europe with particular reference to the need for solidarity, unity of purpose 
and mutual respect; if the experience of Europe over the past four years has identified particular 
or specific weaknesses needing attention the attendance to which in turn could have a major 
impact on confidence building and stability, politically, socially, fiscally and economically; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44830/12]

17/10/2012WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Over 
the past six decades, the European Union has contributed to the advancement of peace and 
reconciliation, democracy and human rights in Europe. It has transformed a continent that for 
so long was torn apart by war and division, shattering the lives of millions.  I am delighted that 
this contribution has been given the strongest possible recognition by the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee, who awarded the Union the Nobel Peace Prize last week.  The history of the Eu-
ropean Union is one of evolution and transformation as it has grown and deepened to meet the 
challenges of each era. 

The challenge for our generation is the unprecedented economic crisis that has faced the 
Union and, more especially, the euro zone over the past number of years.  The topic of how best 
to move beyond crisis and return Europe to a growth and job creating trajectory has been the 
subject of discussion at most, if not all, of my meetings with colleagues in the European Union.  
It has dominated discussions at the European Council.

A great deal has been achieved.  We have put in place the rescue packages and mechanisms 
for Member States in difficulties which were needed to stabilise matters in the immediate con-
text – we didn’t have these when the crisis began.

We have tightened the rules and our ability to enforce them through steps such as the six-
pack of the legislation adopted last year and through the Fiscal Treaty.  We have strengthened 
our coordination and governance arrangements through the Europe 2020 process, the Euro Plus 
Pact and the European Semester.

We are improving our ability to anticipate where problems may arise, including through the 
two-pack of legislation which I hope will be adopted as quickly as possible. 

At the end of June, we adopted a Compact for Growth and Jobs to help advance that vital 
agenda.  It sets out an ambitious programme of work at national and European level. Driving it 
forward will be an important priority of the Irish Presidency in the first half of next year. 

Importantly, at the end of June, Heads of State or Government also agreed to break the vi-
cious circle between sovereign and bank debt and we are now working through the steps needed 
to secure that outcome. This will help to address one of the key brakes on Europe’s recovery.

Every step of the way we have seen the European Institutions – the Commission, the Coun-
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cil, the European Council and European Parliament – have worked together to seek common 
solutions to shared problems.  

It is clear, however, that we need to give careful thought to whether the Economic and 
Monetary Union we now have, including these new arrangements put in place since the crisis 
broke, is sufficient to meet the needs and the challenges of the future.  In June, President of the 
European Council was to examine this question, in close cooperation with the Presidents of the 
Commission, ECB and Eurogroup.  He will present an interim report to the European Council 
on 18/19 October and a final one by the end of the year. 

17/10/2012WRD00450International Agreements

17/10/2012WRD0050040. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the peace deal signed between the Philippine Government and 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front; his views on whether it is a positive development; if he will 
be making a statement on the matter and if he has explored whether, in view of Ireland’s own 
experiences, we might be in a position to offer any assistance to the Government of the Philip-
pines. [44821/12]

17/10/2012WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the recent successful conclusion of the negotiations on the Framework Peace Agree-
ment in Manila on 7 October between the Government of the Philippines and the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front.   Ireland’s diplomatic relations with the Philippines are maintained by second-
ary accreditation via our Embassy in Singapore.

I believe that the signature of this Framework Peace Agreement is a positive step towards a 
long-lasting peace in Mindanao which will lead to further stability and prosperity.  This will be 
good not only for Mindanao, but for the whole of the Philippines.  I commend President Aquino 
of the Philippines and the commitment of the MILF leadership in reaching the agreement.

This Framework Agreement is of course not the final step of the peace process.  It does, 
however, signal a new phase in which the Government and the MILF will now work as partners 
in the implementation of its provision.  Implementation of this Agreement will require engage-
ment by the Government and MILF, and also cross-sector public participation.

In relation to the Deputy’s enquiry on the possibility of offering assistance to the Govern-
ment of the Philippines over the past few years, successive Irish Governments have shared the 
experience and insights gained during our peace process with groups operating in conflict situ-
ations from many different parts of the world.   A small Conflict Resolution Unit was created 
in my Department in 2007 to facilitate this work and to assist those striving for peaceful settle-
ments elsewhere.   In this and other ways, Ireland is making a strong national contribution to 
conflict resolution and mediation efforts around the world. 

As Chair-in-Office of the Organisation for Security for Cooperation in Europe for 2012, one 
of our main priorities has been to draw on Ireland’s experience of conflict resolution and peace-
building to facilitate efforts to resolve conflicts in the OSCE area.  In April, I hosted in Dublin a 
major conference which was entitled ‘Shared Future: Building and Sustaining Peace, the North-
ern Ireland case study’. Since then, we have hosted a number of smaller, follow-up activities.

Ireland has welcomed a number of foreign delegations to Ireland for study visits.  While the 
circumstances of all conflicts are different, my Department would consider a request from the 
Philippines to facilitate such a visit to Ireland subject to the availability of resources.
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  Question No. 41 answered with Question No. 10.

17/10/2012WRD00750Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRD0080042. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the group styling itself the Patriotic March, an amalga-
mation of civic society groups and individuals in Colombia; his views on whether it is a new 
and positive development that will encourage civil participation and engagement; and whether 
they be afforded the necessary security and space to develop. [44824/12]

17/10/2012WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the establishment of the National Patriotic Council (CPN) in Colombia and the Patri-
otic March which took place in April to mark its formation. The CPN movement is a grouping 
of civil society groups and activists, and describes its focus as being that of achieving peace 
and social transformation through democratic means.  It is important to acknowledge that the 
overall trend in relation to human rights in recent years in Colombia has been positive, with 
progress on the promotion and protection of human rights.    While many challenges remain, the 
Colombian Government’s efforts in this area deserve our support as we encourage further prog-
ress.  I note that President Santos has stated in regard to the CPN that an expansion of voices 
and spaces for political expression enriches Colombian democracy. 

In this regard, the Government of Ireland actively supports representatives of civil society in 
Colombia in their efforts to address the legacy of the conflict through democratic and peaceful 
means.  Since 2009, Irish Aid has provided NGOs and Irish missionaries with funding of over 
€3.5 million for projects in Colombia. €100,000 in Irish Aid funding was approved in April 
2011 for an Inter-American Commission on Human Rights project which seeks to protect the 
rights of human rights defenders in Colombia as well as in Venezuela and Ecuador.  Funding for 
2012 is currently under consideration. 

The Colombian Government is open to dialogue and engagement on human rights with Ire-
land and with the EU. Together with our partners in the European Union, Ireland will continue 
to support these efforts and to monitor the situation through our Embassy in Mexico City.

17/10/2012WRD00950Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/10/2012WRD0100043. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
following his public commitment to reaching the UN target of development aid spending of 0.7 
of GNP, if he will specify a timescale for reaching this target; and in view of this public com-
mitment if he will ensure that Budget 2013 will not cut official development assistance; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44804/12]

17/10/2012WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Programme for Government contains a clear commitment to Ireland’s aid programme, and to 
the UN target of providing 0.7% of Gross National Product (GNP) for Official Development 
Assistance (ODA). As the Deputy will be aware, in my recent address at the United Nations 
General Assembly, I again confirmed the Government’s commitment to the aid programme and 
to reaching the 0.7% UN target as soon as we possibly can.      Despite the enormously chal-
lenging budgetary environment we have managed to maintain our ODA levels above 0.5% of 
GNP. This is an important and significant achievement and a very clear indication of our com-
mitment to the poor and hungry in the world and it is making a real difference in the lives of 
millions. The 0.7% target can only be achieved with the restoration of sustainable growth in 
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the economy.  This is the Government’s absolute priority and we are working extremely hard 
to achieve this goal.

The Government remains ambitious for, and committed to, the aid programme. We are de-
termined to maintain and build on its high international reputation, and to ensure that it contin-
ues to build the foundation of real change, future prosperity and well-being in the lives of many 
of the world’s poorest people.  

The 2013 budget is a matter for consideration by Government.  While I can assure the 
Deputy that I will make the strongest possible case for the development programme, it would 
be inappropriate for me to speculate on the outcome of these deliberations.

17/10/2012WRD01150Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRD0120044. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will outline the 2012 expenditure profile of his Department up to the end of September 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44908/12]

17/10/2012WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): 
Monthly profiles for expenditure and receipts are in place in my Department and performance 
against profile is reported regularly to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
published by the Department of Finance as part of the Monthly Exchequer Statement.   In some 
areas, expenditure and receipts are evenly distributed throughout the year. In other areas there 
are considerable variations that are foreseeable.  The profiles as far as possible take account of 
known variations.  

At the end of September, my Department had spent €545.8m out of a total allocation for 
2012 of €738.7m.  This represents 73.9% of the annual allocation.  It is expected that the year-
end out-turn will be within the overall voted amounts.

At the end of September, receipts classed as Appropriations-in-Aid were ahead of profile, 
largely due to increased issues of passports.

17/10/2012WRD01350Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/10/2012WRD0140045. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will provide details of his discussions with the Director of UNICEF in New 
York, regarding Ireland’s commitment to tackle maternal and child hunger, and HIV/AIDS. 
[44816/12]

17/10/2012WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Dur-
ing his visit to New York last month, my colleague, the Minister of State for Trade and Develop-
ment, Mr. Joe Costello T.D, held discussions with the Executive Director of UNICEF, Mr Tony 
Lake.  UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, is an important partner for Ireland both 
in development work and in responding to humanitarian crises.  Minister Costello reiterated 
Ireland’s continuing support for UNICEF, through Irish Aid, the Government’s aid programme.     
The meeting focused in particular on the shared concern of the Government and of UNICEF 
with the continuing global hunger crisis, which is the central priority of our aid programme.  
Ireland and UNICEF are cooperating closely in addressing under-nutrition and have jointly 
promoted the international Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement.  This is a global initiative 
which brings together different Governments and development agencies to tackle hunger and 
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under-nutrition with a particular focus on maternal, infant and child under-nutrition.  The UN 
Secretary General recently appointed Mr Lake as Chair of a SUN Lead Group which will pro-
vide strategic direction for the movement over the next three years.  

Minister Costello discussed with the Executive Director our plans to highlight hunger and 
under-nutrition as development priorities for Ireland’s EU Presidency in 2013.  We look for-
ward to working in cooperation with UNICEF on these priorities.  He also underlined Ireland’s 
support for the UN’s efforts to reform the humanitarian system.  This UN ‘Transformative 
Agenda’ aims to improve decision making, leadership and chains of command during emergen-
cies and also enhance coordination between the UN agencies and NGOs.  

I can assure the Deputy that the Government will continue to support and work closely with 
UNICEF to improve the health and the welfare of children, especially in the poorest countries 
in the world.

17/10/2012WRD01550Middle East Peace Process

17/10/2012WRD0160046. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
steps the EU has agreed to help achieve progress in the Israeli - Palestinian conflict; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44901/12]

17/10/2012WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
EU has a clear and long-standing policy that the solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict or 
Israeli-Arab conflict must be a two-state solution, involving a sovereign state of Palestine co-
existing peacefully with Israel.  Ireland has made a strong contribution from the outset to the 
development of this policy.  It has now become broadly accepted by almost all parties as the 
goal which must be achieved if this conflict is to be settled.   Regrettably, progress towards this 
goal has been much less satisfactory.   The EU acts supportively in a number of ways.   First and 
foremost, we seek to encourage and press both parties into engaging in serious direct negotia-
tions, because we recognise that this is the only way to reach a comprehensive agreement and 
to end the occupation.  Frankly, we have been very disappointed by the inability to get talks 
restarted.  The reasons are complex but primarily there has been little real engagement by the 
Israeli Government in the process.

The EU is also active in relation to specific issues on the ground which we believe are 
having a negative effect and threaten to make a peace agreement based on a two-state solu-
tion impossible to achieve.   The Foreign Affairs Council in May issued strong Conclusions, 
to which Ireland actively contributed, which highlighted these issues, many of which revolve 
round Israeli settlement building, and which called for urgent changes in policy.   I am pressing 
for a follow-up  Council discussion within the next couple of months.

Finally, on the Palestinian side the EU is the major provider of humanitarian support for 
refugees and technical support and capacity-building for the Palestinian administration.  Ireland 
plays an active role in all of these strands of engagement, including through support provided 
by Irish Aid.

17/10/2012WRD01750Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRD0180047. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if his attention has been drawn to the recently released Children in Military Custody 
report, which was sponsored by the British Foreign Office, and details the imprisonment and 
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torture of Palestinian children by Israeli forces; if he has raised the report with the Israeli Gov-
ernment in view of the fact that it shows that Israel is in breach of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44805/12]

17/10/2012WRD0190053. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if his attention has been drawn to the Breaking the Silence report, which contains tes-
timonies from former Israeli soldiers, on the way the Israeli army routinely mistreated children 
in occupied Palestinian territories; if he has raised the damning report with the Israeli Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44803/12]

17/10/2012WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 47 and 53 together.

There can be no doubt that the Israeli military justice system is failing to provide adequate 
protections and safeguards for Palestinian children. 

The testimonies from Israeli soldiers contained in the Breaking the Silence report make for 
harrowing reading.   The testimonies indicate a frequent use of violence that requires urgent 
investigation within the Israeli state structures over and above the limited actions taken to date.  
Former soldiers testify to feeling afraid to speak up to protect detainees.   Police and soldiers 
must feel that their actions will be called to account.  Serious abuses are not just contrary to 
human rights law but, I believe, contrary to the genuine interests of Israel, as they only serve to 
deepen divisions between Israelis and Palestinians.

The report by a delegation of British lawyers on the treatment of Palestinian children under 
the Israeli occupation reveals in particular the disparity between the treatment afforded to Pales-
tinian children under military law and that afforded to Israeli children under civilian law.  This 
mirrors a more general pattern of injustice under the occupation.   I believe that in any society 
there should be equal treatment of children, irrespective of religion, race or ethnicity.   I there-
fore welcome the steps recently introduced by Israel, such as increasing the age of majority for 
Palestinian children from 16 to 18, to bring military law governing juvenile justice more into 
line with civilian law. However, it is clear that a   more comprehensive reform programme is 
required, most urgently in the rules governing the interrogation process. 

The UK report highlights a failure to meet international norms in describing how children 
are interrogated without the protective presence of a parent or guardian and often suffer physical 
violence during interrogation.  I believe the most effective safeguard would be the audio-visual 
recording of interrogations.  This would protect Palestinian children against mistreatment while 
also providing protection to Israeli officials against vexatious allegations.  A further problem is 
that the location of many police stations and detention centres within Israeli settlements means 
that parents can be unable to see their children in detention for extended periods.

These are not new or insoluble issues.  Police forces all over the developed world, including 
in these islands, have had to modernise their methods and increase their safeguards for detain-
ees, because these kinds of abuses can become endemic if allowed.  Methods and standards 
which Israelis rightly regard as unacceptable for use in relation to their own children should not 
be employed on Palestinian children.

My officials have raised the issue of violence during detention directly with the Israeli au-
thorities, most recently in a meeting earlier this month.  We have urged that effective investiga-
tions be carried out into any allegations of mistreatment of children during detention.  I have 
asked my officials to raise this issue again tomorrow in a meeting which they will be having 
with the Israeli Foreign Ministry and to relay my concern that urgent reform of the rules govern-
ing interrogation is required. 
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17/10/2012WRD02050Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/10/2012WRD0210048. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the total funding allocated to the end of September 2012 under overseas development aid; the 
specific programmes funded; the allocation to each non governmental organisation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44909/12]

17/10/2012WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): For 
2012, the Government has allocated and estimated €639 million to Ireland’s Official Develop-
ment Assistance (ODA) programme. My Department will administer €514 million under Vote 
27 – International Cooperation, while an estimated €125 million will be managed through other 
Government Departments and Ireland’s share of the EU Development Cooperation Budget.    
Approximately 80% of the Vote 27 allocation for the year has been disbursed to date.

Irish Aid works closely with, and provides significant funding to, Non Governmental Or-
ganisations (NGOs). The funding provided ranges from support to longer term development 
activities, through to emergency funding, and funding for human rights activities and develop-
ment education. At this stage of the year we do not have a complete listing of final disburse-
ments to individual NGOs for 2012 as payments are ongoing. However a very comprehensive 
breakdown of all funding to the NGO sector for the year will be published in due course in the 
2012 Irish Aid Annual Report. 

The following table outlines the Programme Funding allocations made in 2012 for NGOs 
which receive this specific form of funding. 

I am arranging for the 2011 Irish Aid Annual Report to be sent to the Deputy. This Report 
outlines in detail the NGO funding for 2011.

 List of Irish Aid Programme Funding Allocations for 2012

NGO Partners Grant Allocation in €
Concern Worldwide 19,994,305 
Trócaire 15,724,458 
GOAL 12,454,185
Christian Aid Ireland  3,056,288 
SHA 2,575,215 
Oxfam 1,956,738 
Sightsavers 1,572,908 
World Vision 1,482,820 
Plan Ireland 1,126,054 
Action Aid 877,473 
HelpAge International  626,476
Childfund Ireland 619,064
Aidlink 548,398
Children in Crossfire 556,252 
VSO Ireland 531,460 
Frontline 504,394 
Leprosy Mission Ireland 258,886 
Camara Education 244,055 
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NGO Partners Grant Allocation in €
SERVE 290,573 
 Total 65,000,000 

17/10/2012WRD02250Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe

17/10/2012WRD0230049. Deputy John Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress and advances made in the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
since Ireland’s chairmanship was announced in 2009; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44906/12]

17/10/2012WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): On 1 
January this year, Ireland assumed its year-long Chairmanship-in-Office of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe.  Comprising 56 participating States from Europe, Central 
Asia and North America, the OSCE is the world’s largest intergovernmental regional security 
organisation, dealing with a range of issues in the areas of democratisation, human rights, arms 
control and economic and environmental security.   As Chairperson-in-Office, I bear overall 
responsibility for the executive action of the organisation and the co-ordination of its activi-
ties.  These responsibilities include representing the OSCE in various contexts and supervising 
activities relating to conflict prevention and post-conflict rehabilitation.  

I am pleased to report that the general assessment of the first nine months of our Chairman-
ship has been very positive.   We have been productive across all dimensions of the OSCE’s 
work.   In February, I addressed the UN Security Council on our priorities and met with UN 
Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon.  I visited Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan in June and un-
derlined the Chairmanship’s commitment to making progress towards peaceful settlement of 
the “protracted conflicts” in the region through the peace processes supported by the OSCE and 
the international community.  Minister of State Creighton visited Moldova in September and 
conveyed our strong support for the Transdniestria settlement process;  she has also visited a 
number of Western Balkan countries which feature on the OSCE’s agenda.  

We have hosted a number of successful high-level Conferences in Dublin and Vienna 
throughout the year.   In April, I hosted a high-level conference in the Royal Hospital Kilmain-
ham, entitled ‘Shared Future: Building and Sustaining Peace, the Northern Ireland case study’.  
This event provided a unique opportunity to listen to a first-hand account of the peace process 
and its relevance to broader conflict resolution activities.  The Dublin Conference on Internet 
Freedom took place on 18-19 June in Dublin Castle. It focused on ways to ensure that the in-
ternet remains an open, global and public forum for freedom of opinion and expression and a 
platform for facilitating the exercise of other human rights and fundamental freedoms.

We are now preparing intensively for the annual Ministerial Council, which will be held 
in the RDS in Dublin from 6-7 December.  This will be the largest ever gathering of Foreign 
Ministers in Ireland.   Approximately 1,200 delegates are expected to attend.  We expect that 
the attendance will include US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and the Russian Foreign Min-
ister, Sergei Lavrov.  The Ministerial meeting is a significant opportunity to showcase Ireland 
to Ministers and delegates from over sixty countries, including from the EU, North America, 
Russia and Central Asia. 

Ireland’s Chairmanship of the OSCE has provided us with a unique opportunity to provide 
leadership in the search for solutions to some of the world’s most intractable conflicts.  In shar-
ing our own experience of successful conflict resolution, we have been able to make a tangible 
contribution to this vital part of the OSCE’s work.   We hope that the forthcoming Dublin 
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Ministerial meeting will crown our efforts with a number of important decisions across the full 
range of OSCE interests and activities.   Our OSCE Chairmanship has necessitated close and 
sustained engagement with major international players.   I believe that it has served to enhance 
significantly our international profile and that the benefits of this will endure long beyond our 
Chairmanship year.

Question No. 50 was answered with Question No. 10.

17/10/2012WRE00250Foreign Conflicts

17/10/2012WRE0030051. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the recent peace talks between the FARC and the Colombian 
Government; and if in view of the Irish experience in conflict resolution processes, if any sup-
port, public or private will be given, to help develop or enhance these discussions. [44810/12]

17/10/2012WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
agreement reached by the Government of Colombia and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) during exploratory talks in Havana earlier this year to engage in official 
peace negotiations is a positive development that I warmly welcome.  The opening this month 
of the peace talks in Oslo represents an important opportunity to bring an end to the long con-
flict that has caused much suffering in Colombia and to provide the people of that country with 
the peace and stability that they deserve. 

We in Ireland understand very well the challenges, the opportunities and the imperative of 
peace building.  We appreciate the responsibility that rests on the parties to these negotiations 
and wish them success in their important work.  We also support the Governments of Cuba and 
Norway that are, on the request of both parties, acting as facilitators to this process.  If invited, 
we are ready within available means to assist the parties to the talks and the facilitators, particu-
larly as regards advice on the lessons learned from our own peace process.

17/10/2012WRE00450Northern Ireland Issues

17/10/2012WRE0050052. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed with his UK counterparts the prospect of the holding of a referendum in 
Northern Ireland regarding the future position of Northern Ireland within the UK or a United 
Ireland, as provided for in the Good Friday Agreement; if he supports the holding of such a 
referendum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44643/12]

17/10/2012WRE00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Good Friday Agreement recognises that it is for the people of the island of Ireland to bring 
about a united Ireland, or to maintain Northern Ireland’s status within the United Kingdom, 
subject to the agreement and consent of a majority of the people of Northern Ireland.  The Good 
Friday Agreement also recognises the legitimacy of whatever choice is freely exercised by a 
majority of the people of Northern Ireland with regard to its status, whether they prefer to con-
tinue to support the Union with Great Britain or a sovereign united Ireland.  

The Agreement further recognises that it is for the people of this island alone to exercise 
their right of self determination on the basis of consent, freely and concurrently given, North 
and South, to bring about a united Ireland.
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The Agreement also commits the Secretary of State to direct the holding of a poll if it ap-
pears likely that a majority of those voting would express a wish that Northern Ireland should 
cease to be part of the UK and form part of a united Ireland.  

These conditions do not exist at present and I have not raised the matter with my UK coun-
terparts.  

In accordance with the Constitution, the Government is firmly committed to uniting in har-
mony and friendship all the people who share this island in all their identities and traditions.  

This is best achieved through full implementation of the Agreements and through measures 
to address sectarianism and division in Northern Ireland and to advance reconciliation on the 
island.  

The first meeting of the North South Inter Parliamentary Association on Friday 12 October 
was another important step in this regard, for which the Ceann Comhairle and the Speaker of 
the Northern Ireland Assembly, Mr. William Hay MLA, both deserve great credit.

The Government also attaches particular importance to ensuring the closest economic co-
operation in support of jobs and recovery.  These priorities will continue to guide our efforts for 
the foreseeable future.  

  Question No. 53 was answered with Question No. 47.

17/10/2012WRE00750Overseas Development Aid Provision

17/10/2012WRE0080054. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there are any plans to facilitate county councils to engage in long term sustainable develop-
ment projects within developing countries, like the Ethiopian Partnership Programme in South 
Dublin County Council. [44815/12]

17/10/2012WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government’s official programme of development assistance, Irish Aid, has as its overarching 
objectives poverty reduction and sustainable development.  Africa remains the principal geo-
graphic focus for Irish Aid, containing as it does 34 of the world’s least developed countries.  
Seven of our nine priority countries are in Sub-Saharan Africa - Tanzania, Zambia, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Uganda, Ethiopia and Malawi.    In recent years Ireland and other donors have 
moved towards a programmatic approach to providing aid, aligned with the national planning 
of our partner countries.  Priorities and strategies for engagement are based on the particular 
circumstances in each country.  

Ethiopia is one of the nine priority countries for the Government’s development cooperation 
programme, where we have a commitment to long term strategic assistance.  A new Country 
Strategy for Ethiopia (2014-2018) is currently being prepared and will form the basis for future 
discussions on development with the Government of Ethiopia and other partners.

I recognise and welcome the valuable role local authorities in Ireland can play in sharing 
skills and knowledge with their counterparts in developing countries.  The Ethiopian Partner-
ship Programme with South Dublin County Council is a good example where successful en-
gagement has produced positive results.  My Department provided support to this programme 
which was completed in 2011.  The question of any further support to this or similar projects 
could be considered in the context of the future programming arrangements agreed in the prior-
ity countries for the Government’s aid programme.
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17/10/2012WRE00950International Relations

17/10/2012WRE0100055. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the difficulties being experienced by the families of Cuban 5, 
Miami 5 in accessing visas to visit loved ones incarcerated in jail, that some of the families have 
never been able to have visit them; and his views on this matter. [44823/12]

17/10/2012WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the case to which the Deputy refers.   As I have made clear in previous replies, this is 
a bilateral consular issue between the US and the Cuban authorities, and the Government has 
no standing in the matter.

  Question No. 56 was answered with Question No. 35.

17/10/2012WRE01250Millenium Development Goals

17/10/2012WRE0130057. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide details on his meeting with the UN Deputy Secretary General; and in view 
of the fact that there is now widespread agreement that most of the millennium development 
goals will not be achieved by the deadline of 2015, his policies on shaping a new international 
development agenda and in particular the efforts he is making at EU level to secure a greater 
commitment to supporting the world’s poorest countries. [44817/12]

17/10/2012WRE01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): When 
I met with the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon in New York on 29 September, we had a 
good discussion on development issues and progress on the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs).  I briefed the Secretary General on our planning for Ireland’s upcoming Presidency 
of the European Union, which will include substantive discussion on the EU’s approach to the 
achievement of the MDGs and policy on the post-2015 framework for international develop-
ment.  My colleague, Minister of State Joe Costello   T.D., met with UN Deputy General Secre-
tary, Mr. Jan Eliasson, during his visit to the UN earlier in September and had a wide- ranging 
exchange of views on development issues, including progress on the MDGs.

The Millennium Development Goals were agreed by world leaders at the United Nations in 
2000 as the framework for international development policy up to 2015.  They provide a clearly 
measurable way to track progress in the fight against global poverty.  The Goals are central to 
Ireland’s overseas development programme and to the Government’s development policy.  

At a global level, the UN issues a report each year outlining progress in meeting the MDGs 
and identifying areas and regions which are lagging behind.  The most recent report was issued 
in June 2012.  Three of the MDGs have already been reached.  These are the goals of halving 
the extreme poverty rate, halving the proportion of people without access to clean drinking 
water and significantly improving the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers.  In addition, 
considerable progress has been made in relation to education.  Parity in primary school enrol-
ment for boys and girls has been reached and overall school enrolment rates have increased sig-
nificantly, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.  There has been substantial progress in addressing 
HIV and AIDS , with the number of people in developing countries accessing retroviral therapy 
increasing from 5.1 million in 2009 to 6.5 million in 2010, the largest year on year increase ever 
recorded.  However, the global targets on maternal health, access to sanitation and reducing 
hunger, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, remain well off track.

When the EU Development Ministers met in Luxembourg earlier this week, Ireland empha-
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sised the importance of maintaining international efforts to achieve the MDG targets by 2015. 

An MDG Special Event is scheduled to be held at the UN in New York in September 2013.  
It will be a crucial opportunity to review progress at senior intergovernmental level in advance 
of the 2015 target date. During our EU Presidency in the first half of 2013, Ireland will focus 
on preparation for these discussions.  In addition to preparing for the Foreign Affairs Council 
(Development) in May, we will also host an informal meeting of EU Development Ministers 
in Dublin in February 2013 to ensure the strongest possible EU contribution for this September 
2013 Special Event  and to begin substantive discussion on the framework for global develop-
ment after 2015.

17/10/2012WRE01450Overseas Development Issues

17/10/2012WRE0150058. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps being taken to promote transparency, accountability and fair use and allocation of 
proceeds from natural resource exploitation in Africa; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44641/12]

17/10/2012WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Af-
rica is endowed with considerable natural resources that can help accelerate growth and tackle 
poverty on the continent if used well. In recent years there have been frequent and substantial 
new findings of oil and gas in Africa, including in some of the partner countries the Govern-
ment supports through our development cooperation programme, Irish Aid.    Because of the 
development challenges that many of the resource-rich African countries still face, and given 
that many of these resources are non-renewable, it is vital to ensure that revenues generated are 
fully transparent, are used to improve the lives of the poor and that resources are extracted in a 
manner that protects the environment. 

We know and we have seen that the so-called ‘natural resource curse’ can be avoided with 
the right institutions and policies, nationally and internationally. There are many important ef-
forts ongoing to support transparency and accountability in that regard. 

Proposals for the revision of the EU Transparency and Accounting Directives are currently 
being negotiated in Brussels, and the Government is very supportive of the efforts being made 
to improve transparency among EU multinational companies involved in extractive and log-
ging industries in developing countries. These revised Directives follow on from recent US 
legislation compelling multinationals based there to publicly report how much they pay gov-
ernments for access to oil, gas and minerals.   They also complement the Extractive Industry 
Transparency Initiative (EITI) initiative, which has been developed under the EU-Africa Gov-
ernance Partnership.

Ireland has also been very supportive of efforts by the Organisation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development (OECD) to promote the accountability, transparency and effective 
management of natural resources, for example through the recently updated OECD Guidelines 
for Multinational Enterprises. These Guidelines clarify how companies can identify and better 
manage risks throughout the supply chain, vital in halting the illegal exploitation of natural re-
sources in fragile African states which has been fuelling conflict across the region for decades. 

Finally, we continue to support efforts at the country level through the strong partnerships 
that we have built up with Governments, civil society and the private sector in Africa. In this 
way we are promoting improvements in governance and accountability, the protection and pro-
motion of human rights, and the efficient and effective use of resources, including those derived 
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from domestic revenue sources.

Question No. 59 was answered with Question No. 13.

17/10/2012WRE01750Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/10/2012WRE0180060. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress that he has made to date on the issue of the undocumented Irish in the USA; if he 
has lobbied for the reviving of the E-3 Visa amongst members of Congress; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45092/12]

17/10/2012WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
welfare of the Irish abroad is a very important priority for the Government.  There are particu-
lar concerns in the United States where addressing the position of the undocumented Irish and 
reforming our migration arrangements are priorities for the Government in its contacts with the 
US Administration and Congress.  The Government’s keen interest in a resolution of the situ-
ation for undocumented Irish migrants is well recognised and accepted by our contacts within 
US Administration and Congress. Their advice to us remains that comprehensive reform of the 
US immigration system and procedures is likely to be the only manner by which this can be 
achieved. 

With a view to building some positive momentum around immigration issues, we have 
focused our efforts on enabling Irish people to apply for E-3 temporary U.S. work visas.  The 
passage of existing draft legislation by Congress to extend this scheme to Irish citizens would 
make up to 10,500 E-3 visas available each year.  The level of support achieved to date for this 
draft legislation among members of Congress is encouraging.  However, further progress will 
have to await the outcome of the Presidential and Congressional elections in November.

Through our Embassy in Washington, the Government will continue to work closely with 
our friends in Congress and with Irish-American community representatives and ensure that 
every opportunity is taken to put an E-3 visa scheme in place.  I met with Irish community 
lobby groups for immigration reform during my visit to New York in September and discussed 
this issue in some detail with them.  We agreed to continue to work together on this important 
endeavour.

Question No. 61 was answered with Question No. 24.

17/10/2012WRF00150Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRF0020062. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by 
his Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of 
the supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days 
of receipt of the invoice, between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice, between 60 and 90 
days of receipt of the invoice, between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice, and in excess 
of 120 days of receipt of the invoice. [45019/12]

17/10/2012WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
2011 my Department has issued payments as follows: 
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Payments No. of payments % of payments
Payments issued within 30 
days of receipt of the invoice

7437 97.74

Payments issued between 30 
and 60 days of receipt of the 
invoice

132 1.73

Payments issued between 60 
and 90 days of receipt of the 
invoice

28 0.37

Payment issued between 90 
and 120 days of receipt of 
the invoice

8 0.11

Payments issued in excess 
of 120 days of receipt of the 
invoice

4 0.05

Total number of payments 7,609 100

  Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 25.

17/10/2012WRF00450International Relations

17/10/2012WRF0050064. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recent wave of protests across the Muslim world sparked by an obscure Ameri-
can made video; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45099/12]

17/10/2012WRF00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
promotion of freedom of religion and belief has been at the forefront of Ireland’s human rights 
agenda for twenty years. While fully recognising the importance of freedom of expression, 
Ireland also recognises the need for respect for all religions or beliefs.  Religious hatred or 
intolerance cannot be accepted.  We condemn any advocacy of religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to hostility and violence.    We recognise the deep feelings and anguish of those 
who have been gravely offended by the reprehensible contents of the video referred to by the 
Deputy in his Question. The international community is united in its concern against any seri-
ous instances of derogatory stereotyping, negative profiling and stigmatisation of persons based 
on their religion or belief. 

Violent attacks on people and property are never justifiable. The United Nations is found-
ed on the principle that diplomatic engagement and dialogue between nations are essential to 
peace and human development.   Attacks on diplomatic missions, such as we saw recently in 
Benghazi, are attacks on that principle.  They are never acceptable and must be condemned. 

17/10/2012WRF00650Trade Relations

17/10/2012WRF0070065. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which trade has increased or improved between Ireland and other EU coun-
tries and non EU countries in each of the past three years to date; the areas that have indicated 
greatest potential for further expansion in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45228/12]
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17/10/2012WRF00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): De-
spite a difficult global economic environment, Ireland’s total trade in goods increased in each 
of the past three years. The total value of merchandise exports in 2011 was €91,595m, up 2.4% 
from 2010, while merchandise imports were valued at €48,286m, up 6% on 2010. This resulted 
in a merchandise trade surplus of €43,309m. For the first eight months of 2012 merchandise ex-
ports amounted to €62,493 million and imports to €32,591 million representing a trade surplus 
of €29,902 million. Services exports also increased last year, from €74.3bn in 2010 to €81.4bn 
in 2011.  Below is a table listing total merchandise trade figures for the years 2009 to 2011. As 
the Deputy will note, the value of this trade increased in 152 of the 223 places listed over the 
three year period. Total trade with our EU partners increased to €80,432million from €76,737 
in 2010.

While the USA, UK and other EU partners continue to be key markets for Ireland, the 
Government is also fully committed to developing and expanding engagement with key high 
potential markets.  The BRICS countries - Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa- are 
among the 27 priority markets identified in the Government Trade Strategy and, by the end of 
this year, all five countries will have received Minister- led trade missions in accordance with 
the programme for 2012. 

In addition, there is also a focus on other emerging markets, such as Turkey and markets in 
South East Asia and the Gulf.  Furthermore, the Africa Strategy, launched in September 2011, 
acknowledges the significant progress in terms of economic and social development taking 
place throughout the continent. It recognises that demand for goods and services is growing 
from African countries and that Irish-based companies are well placed to play a greater role 
with the assistance of my Department, our Embassy network and State Agencies.

Bilateral Trade - 
Figures in €000

 2009 2010 2011

Afghanistan 6,858 6,903 7,809
Albania 5,877 5,508 8,848
Algeria 61,333 59,714 86,642
American Samoa 5 5 73
Andorra 6,219 6,952 8,680
Angola 6,330 11,633 14,442
Anguilla 642 287 125
Antigua and Barbuda 201 106 42
Argentina 134,466 165,269 220,218
Armenia 318 604 699
Aruba 6 29 183
Australia* 833,224 894,299 814,983
Austria* 507,887 477,267 478,397
Azerbaijan 2,517 4,929 3,867
Bahamas 6,261 7,927 9,396
Bahrain 29,013 31,328 47,013
Bangladesh 72,591 102,344 114,729
Barbados 2,171 1,063 981
Belarus 7,170 6,140 4,793
Belgium* 15,568,898 14,615,075 14,395,276
Belize 11,105 9,588 9,402
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Bilateral Trade - 
Figures in €000

 2009 2010 2011

Benin 5,332 5,397 4,560
Bermuda 119,777 521 783
Bhutan 0 0 2
Bolivia 1,131 2,806 5,031
Bosnia & Herze-
govina

12,862 10,864 14,307

Botswana 1,361 2,626 1,687
Brazil* 370,033 425,979 494,692
British Indian Ocean 
Territory

6 21 18

British Virgin Islands 75 179 1,074
Brunei 996 2,393 1,316
Bulgaria 50,479 56,685 69,599
Burkina Faso 1,385 1,660 3,010
Burma 440 574 458
Burundi 71 129 68
Cambodia 21,358 21,684 26,684
Cameroon 21,179 24,669 31,639
Canada* 822,106 812,444 883,605
Cape Verde 969 155 60
Cayman Islands 514 738 389
Central African Rep 441 269 142
Ceuta 193 433 425
Chad 8,717 2,845 1,011
Chile 79,392 94,630 109,056
China* 5,275,096 5,249,917 5,034,027
Christmas Island 0 95 877
Cocos Islands 0 27 77
Colombia 31,432 33,201 43,594
Comoros 187 464 177
Congo 7,521 8,892 14,842
Congo (Dem Rep) 14,926 25,969 32,981
Cook Islands 295 4 8
Costa Rica 76,422 112,863 54,918
Croatia 57,575 47,076 44,278
Cuba 985 2,077 459
Cyprus 50,833 34,628 27,555
Czech Republic* 406,625 629,470 700,799
Denmark* 1,160,220 1,191,616 1,069,693
Djibouti 138 119 416
Dominica 160 183 191
Dominican Republic 14,617 15,709 17,124
Ecuador 8,740 10,681 11,012
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Bilateral Trade - 
Figures in €000

 2009 2010 2011

Egypt 133,060 148,920 163,380
El Salvador 1,946 8,341 4,740
Equatorial Guinea 3 346 795
Eritrea 54 499 58
Estonia 48,200 25,516 26,498
Ethiopia 9,362 21,165 16,737
Falkland Islands 180 54 195
Faroe Islands 3,228 2,025 1,608
Fiji 2,289 2,330 1,949
Finland 464,614 480,407 425,762
France* 6,780,827 6,324,655 6,980,654
French Polynesia 3,231 3,659 1,590
French Southern Terr n/a n/a 7
Gabon 5,350 4,290 8,718
Gambia 186 344 850
Georgia 4,241 5,781 7,477
Germany* 7,833,403 9,847,489 10,092,307
Ghana 38,686 46,260 52,308
Gibraltar 2,966 1,687 1,814
Great Britain* 24,887,807 26,259,200 28,569,516
Greece 408,298 335,912 344,886
Greenland 10 41 7
Grenada 234 268 333
Guam 204 441 435
Guatemala 5,242 7,461 7,618
Guinea 69,930 100,381 90,551
Guinea-Bissau 8 2 15
Guyana 1,193 1,127 2,688
Haiti 1,528 2,939 2,833
Heard Island 1 1 284
Holy See 6 0 8
Honduras 2,279 4,682 8,673
Hungary 429,592 364,852 324,923
Iceland 23,145 25,231 24,388
India* 442,802 462,984 576,417
Indonesia 130,088 122,863 139,981
Iran 46,718 86,935 66,342
Iraq 33,413 47,524 38,677
Israel 278,867 322,429 542,817
Italy* 3,683,857 3,489,157 3,820,780
Ivory Coast 4,169 5,220 5,927
Jamaica 3,731 5,914 4,785
Japan* 2,390,474 2,551,888 2,538,740
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Bilateral Trade - 
Figures in €000

 2009 2010 2011

Jordan 49,601 59,924 57,369
Kazakhstan 20,494 21,252 30,491
Kenya 24,273 28,863 34,433
Kiribati 2 0 89
Kosovo 1,210 1,609 360
Kuwait 99,678 63,959 99,625
Kyrgyz Republic 280 125 242
Laos 1,676 4,761 4,453
Latvia 58,863 67,161 93,222
Lebanon 34,964 59,264 53,874
Lesotho 233 254 140
Liberia 1,205 1,424 2,446
Libya 284,599 378,841 97,961
Liechtenstein 1,010 897 1,517
Lithuania 45,850 74,023 92,483
Luxembourg 165,498 103,682 122,964
Macedonia 13,524 11,559 8,504
Madagascar 829 551 824
Malawi 4,546 4,036 4,181
Malaysia* 1,121,353 898,204 615,262
Maldives 213 319 3,092
Mali 8,887 11,719 18,564
Malta 27,010 41,401 34,243
Mauritania 366 957 1,437
Mauritius 10,485 10,915 13,445
Mayotte 432 1,744 4,563
Melilla 269 200 100
Mexico 638,173 697,648 795,414
Micronesia 25 1 7
Moldova 2,242 3,103 3,138
Mongolia 363 679 4,295
Montenegro 2,491 268 148
Montserrat 3 89 53
Morocco 81,731 81,648 86,551
Mozambique 3,807 4,350 2,265
Namibia 1,311 699 3,987
Nauru 108 2,199 448
Nepal 270 281 366
Netherlands* 5,134,495 5,316,902 5,565,577
Netherlands Antilles 1,074 795 499
New Caledonia 2,610 2,446 4,522
New Zealand 104,410 117,006 114,512
Nicaragua 3,485 6,049 10,789



Questions - Written Answers

40

Bilateral Trade - 
Figures in €000

 2009 2010 2011

Niger 1,533 4,470 236
Nigeria 205,693 206,215 627,992
Norfolk Island 1 0 5
North Korea 731 1,407 1,047
North Mariana Is 15 1 134
Norway 1,341,215 1,709,809 1,572,032
Palestine 485 3,059 734
Oman 28,816 45,163 47,055
Pakistan 70,097 63,643 69,295
Panama 14,126 13,889 12,715
Papua New Guinea 9,046 10,971 1,494
Paraguay 319 949 2,234
Peru 18,289 25,176 28,623
Philippines 165,038 143,843 119,887
Pitcairn Islands 26 6 1
Poland* 1,010,015 912,348 900,497
Portugal 499,626 524,275 577,832
Qatar 29,997 36,384 45,034
Romania 327,759 357,298 462,091
Russian Federation* 326,025 532,468 627,862
Rwanda 1,238 457 815
Saint Helena 230 376 67
Samoa 467 239 426
San Marino 768 633 445
Sao Tome & Prin-
cipe

49 19 12

Saudi Arabia* 403,435 510,300 526,760
Senegal 6,619 31,268 46,694
Serbia 43,343 48,443 52,955
Seychelles 1,224 1,648 1,825
Sierra Leone 1,701 2,076 3,292
Singapore* 1,021,589 1,058,188 854,449
Slovakia 89,422 109,834 112,806
Slovenia 35,655 60,130 37,396
Solomon Islands 4 33 1
Somalia 199 534 652
South Africa* 321,784 369,913 440,105
South Korea* 631,494 601,060 684,482
Spain* 4,042,121 4,024,697 3,730,963
Sri Lanka 44,484 55,133 55,057
St Kitts and Nevis 151 225 142
St Lucia 299 316 407
St Vincent 458 278 261
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Bilateral Trade - 
Figures in €000

 2009 2010 2011

Sudan 12,889 16,967 13,843
Suriname 428 735 401
Swaziland 1,558 803 2,958
Sweden* 1,071,291 1,013,058 1,375,455
Switzerland* 2,896,848 4,404,161 4,446,945
Syria 25,246 28,827 26,552
Taiwan 531,732 353,388 375,559
Tajikistan 2 123 16
Tanzania United Rep 11,151 13,514 13,223
Thailand 424,216 383,032 386,411
Timor-Leste 2 2 4
Togo 3,163 6,095 10,464
Tokelau Islands 2,981 2,154 3,245
Tonga 30 5 67
Trinidad and Tobago 13,303 12,767 13,293
Tunisia 24,914 32,126 27,947
Turkey 641,627 686,221 750,739
Turkmenistan 853 487 3,901
Turks & Caicos Is 64 41 128
Uganda 6,813 7,717 10,311
Ukraine 38,633 34,119 78,016
United Arab Emir-
ates*

291,069 379,351 313,788

United States* 25,422,765 27,188,555 27,509,539
Uruguay 15,327 16,740 13,458
US Minor Islands 77 144 508
US Virgin Islands 814 742 280
Uzbekistan 796 679 1,248
Vanuatu 9 110 42
Venezuela 39,723 47,418 51,270
Vietnam 124,529 123,047 147,840
Yemen 4,638 13,584 29,916
Zambia 6,545 14,200 16,812
* Priority markets identified under the Government’s Trade Strategy

17/10/2012WRF00850EU Presidency Priorities

17/10/2012WRF0090066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade this country’s priorities when Ireland assumes EU Presidency having particular regard 
to the need for a strategic emphasis on European solidarity in the context of economic, fiscal, 
political and social issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45229/12]

17/10/2012WRF0100067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he expects to be in a position to influence the most important issues 
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currently affecting the economy of European Member States during the course of Ireland’s 
Presidency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45230/12]

17/10/2012WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 67 together.

As outlined in my reply to Deputies Martin and Adams yesterday the 16th October 2012 
[34339/12 (137), 42928/12 (145) and 42808/12 (151) ], the Government is committed to mak-
ing Jobs and Growth the central focus and thematic approach to the Irish Presidency. To suc-
cessfully deliver on that objective we need to tackle the ongoing financial crisis, and restore 
stability to the Eurozone, but the focus must be on generating growth in the EU economy and 
getting Europe back to work.  

During the Presidency the Government will deliver on its ambitions through a range of 
policy and legislative measures that cut across a broad range of policy areas which will push 
forward the growth and jobs agenda.  As an export-driven economy, Ireland has reaped the ben-
efits of the European Single Market, but the global economy has evolved.  One of the aims of 
the Single Market Act II, which was published by the European Commission on 3 October, will 
be to respond to changes in the economy, particularly by exploiting the potential of the digital 
economy for business and consumers.  

As Presidency Ireland will work to underpin and stimulate research and innovation across 
the EU for the coming decade by advancing agreement on the Horizon 2020 framework pro-
gramme which can play an important role in boosting the EU economy, generating smart and 
sustainable growth and jobs, and strengthening the Union’s global competitiveness.  The Presi-
dency will deliver a major effort in the field of research and innovation with a range of thematic 
events planned and a commitment to advance decisions on key legislation in this rapidly grow-
ing area where the EU can become a global leader.  

Ireland will make significant advances in the external trade agenda during its Presidency 
and will hold a meeting of Trade Ministers in Ireland during the Presidency which will focus 
on the EU-US trade relationship.  

The Presidency will make special efforts to address the problem of youth unemployment 
across the EU and will work closely with partners to seek solutions to tackle this fundamental 
challenge.  

Europe’s economy can only grow if there is stability and confidence in the EU economy.  
For this reason, the Irish Presidency will work to ensure the effective implementation of recent 
economic governance measures, and to make progress on the Banking Union proposals.  The 
third main priority of the Irish Presidency will be the EU’s future budget to underpin growth 
and to sharpen Europe’s global competitiveness.  The Irish Government supports the Cyprus 
Presidency in its efforts to reach agreement on the MFF and stands ready to take forward the 
necessary implementing legislation to ensure that the EU has a budget to support programmes 
that are of major economic importance to Member States such as CAP, CFP and Horizon 2020 
(the EU’s future framework programme for research and innovation) for the 2014-2020 period.  
These programmes can play a key role in spurring economic growth and creating employment.  

Work on the Irish Presidency is a top priority across all Departments as the Presidency 
nears.  The Government met with the College of Commissioners on 3 October in Brussels and 
the President of the European Parliament also visited Dublin on 3-4 October.  We were pleased 
with the outcomes of the both meeting which confirmed that there is broad agreement between 
the Government and partners on the main priorities and objectives that we have identified at this 
stage of planning for our Presidency.  Issues discussed at the meetings will feed into the drafting 
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of the Presidency programme which will be published in December.  

17/10/2012WRF01150Middle East Peace Process

17/10/2012WRF0120068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which directly or in conjuction with his EU colleagues, he expects to be in 
a position to address the ongoing problem of Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories; if 
his attention has been drawn to further damage done to any peace prospects by the continuation 
of this policy; if particular issues have emerged as a means of solution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45231/12]

17/10/2012WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
made clear my view that the continuing Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territory, and the 
ongoing settlement construction project, are now the major obstacles to a lasting peace between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours, including the Palestinians.    Settlement construction is not only 
illegal under international law, but it inherently involves injustice to Palestinians and further 
erosion of their rights and freedoms. Furthermore, settlement construction undermines the abil-
ity of Palestinian leaders to pursue negotiations with Israel, and increasingly makes it difficult 
for such negotiations to be successful, by making the creation of a viable Palestinian state in-
creasingly hard to achieve on the ground. 

It is unambiguous EU policy that the relentless construction of settlements in the West Bank 
(including East Jerusalem) is undermining the viability of a future Palestinian state, and is an 
obstacle to peace. This is a clear message that Ireland and our EU partners relay to the Israeli 
authorities at every appropriate opportunity.

Recognising that developments on the ground are threatening to make a two-state solution 
impossible, the Foreign Affairs Council in May adopted Conclusions that restated, and in many 
respects advanced, EU positions on issues such as the Palestinian depopulation of Area C and 
evictions and demolitions in East Jerusalem. Many of these issues are part and parcel of the 
settlement project. I have suggested that the EU will need to revisit this issue in the near future 
to review developments and ascertain what, if any, measures the EU could adopt that might 
encourage Israel to halt the expansion of settlements.  The possible exclusion from the EU of 
settlement products is one option for consideration in that regard. 

Ultimately, only the achievement of a comprehensive peace agreement will resolve the is-
sues of the occupation and settlements, and the pursuit and support of the Middle East peace 
process remains a major priority of the EU and the international community, despite the many 
frustrations this has entailed.

  Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 37.

17/10/2012WRF01450Middle East Peace Process

17/10/2012WRF0150070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he expects to be in a position to mobilise the wider global community 
towards bringing about ongoing peace talks in the Middle East with particular reference to the 
setting up of a forum in which grievances or issues arising can be aired; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45233/12]

17/10/2012WRF01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I refer 
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the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 46 on today’s Order paper, which was as follows: “The 
EU has a clear and long-standing policy that the solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict or 
Israeli-Arab conflict must be a two-state solution, involving a sovereign state of Palestine co-
existing peacefully with Israel.  Ireland has made a strong contribution from the outset to the 
development of this policy.  It has now become broadly accepted by almost all parties as the 
goal which must be achieved if this conflict is to be settled.   Regrettably, progress towards this 
goal has been much less satisfactory.

The EU acts supportively in a number of ways.  First and foremost, we seek to encourage 
and press both parties into engaging in serious direct negotiations, because we recognise that 
this is the only way to reach a comprehensive agreement and to end the occupation.  Frankly, 
we have been very disappointed by the inability to get talks restarted.  The reasons are complex 
but primarily there has been little real engagement by the Israeli Government in the process.

The EU is also active in relation to specific issues on the ground which we believe are 
having a negative effect and threaten to make a peace agreement based on a two-state solu-
tion impossible to achieve.   The Foreign Affairs Council in May issued strong Conclusions, 
to which Ireland actively contributed, which highlighted these issues, many of which revolve 
round Israeli settlement building, and which called for urgent changes in policy.   I am pressing 
for a follow-up Council discussion within the next couple of months.

Finally, on the Palestinian side the EU is the major provider of humanitarian support for 
refugees and technical support and capacity-building for the Palestinian administration.  Ireland 
plays an active role in all of these strands of engagement, including through support provided 
by Irish Aid.”

Further to that reply, I do not think there is any lack of a forum for the parties to express their 
grievances, rather the opposite. I know the idea of a secretariat has been suggested occasionally 
in the Oireachtas, but I have to say that in my meetings with the parties both in the region and 
elsewhere, no-one has ever suggested this to me. There are already permanent representatives 
and staffs operating in the field on behalf of the EU, the US, the UN and the Quartet. The prob-
lem is not one of a lack of structures, but a lack of political will to use them.

17/10/2012WRF01650Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRF0170071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position regarding the treatment of academics or opposition activists in Iran; if any 
progress has been made to facilitate prison visits by families and friends of those incarcerated; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45234/12]

17/10/2012WRF01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
I have previously stated, the human rights situation in Iran is profoundly disturbing, and the 
period since the Presidential election of 2009 has been characterised by an intensification of 
human rights abuses on many fronts. Although it is difficult to gain reliable statistics and infor-
mation on human rights abuses in Iran, there are a number of reputable and thorough sources 
and reports such as the reports of the UN Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran through which 
governments can monitor the human rights situation in Iran. It is clear from these sources that 
the deterioration of the human rights situation in Iran continues to be a grave concern.   The 
Iranian authorities continue to deny civil and political rights in Iran, including in relation to 
freedom of expression and assembly, arbitrary arrest, and torture and other cruel treatment 
in detention. This highly targeted repression has been particularly stringent against not only 
academics but also members of Iran’s religious and ethnic minorities, political activists, jour-
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nalists and bloggers, human rights defenders and members of the legal profession in Iran who 
represent clients detained by the authorities. These actions are in clear violation of Iran’s inter-
national obligations under the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights, of which 
Iran is a signatory. I would also condemn the ongoing detention under house arrest of the two 
leading opposition politicians, Mir Hossein Moussavi and Mehdi Karroubi, who contested the 
2009 presidential election against President Ahmadinejad.

I am particularly concerned by the overall high level of executions and the widespread prac-
tice of executions after unfair trials, without the right of appeal, and for offences which accord-
ing to international standards should not result in capital punishment. I am also concerned about 
the continuing imposition of the death penalty against minors in violation of Iran’s obligations 
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the practice of secret executions in Iran 
which has been highlighted by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
Iran.

The international community continues to speak out against such abuses. EU High Repre-
sentative Ashton, in statements issued on 21 June and 5 January this year, has expressed her 
concerns regarding Iran’s repressive policies towards minorities and the worrying increase in 
executions contrary to the worldwide trend towards the abolition of the death penalty. I fully 
support her calls on Iran to abandon discriminatory policies, to halt all pending executions and 
to introduce a moratorium on the death penalty. In this regard I welcome the decision by the 
Iranian authorities to acquit and release Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani on 28 September, who was 
sentenced to death for apostasy and had been detained for three years. 

The EU has also repeatedly raised human rights issues in contacts with the Iranian authori-
ties and adopted a travel ban and asset freeze against those responsible for grave human rights 
violations in April last year, further extended to additional persons last October. This sends an 
important political signal to those in the judicial system and elsewhere in the Iranian regime 
who perpetrate human rights abuses. I fully support the strong Conclusions on human rights in 
Iran issued by the Foreign Affairs Council on 10 October last year. Ireland will continue to be 
active at EU level in pressing for stronger EU action in relation to the human rights situation 
in Iran. 

At UN level, Ireland co-sponsored a General Assembly resolution in October last year ex-
pressing the international community’s deep concern at the human rights situation in Iran, and 
calling upon the Government of Iran to take a number of specific and urgent steps to improve 
the situation, including providing unfettered access to the Special Rapporteur appointed last 
year to examine Iran’s human rights situation. On March 22, Ireland co-sponsored the UN Hu-
man Rights Council’s Resolution on Iran which welcomed the report and recommendations of 
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran and expressed serious concern at 
the developments noted in that report as well as the lack of access permitted to the Special Rap-
porteur. The Council extended the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one year and called 
upon Iran to cooperate fully and permit access to the country.

At a bilateral level, my Department engages in ongoing dialogue with the Iranian Ambassa-
dor and his Embassy on these issues. My officials regularly hold meetings with the Ambassador 
to convey our grave concerns at the human rights situation in Iran. Ireland will continue to raise 
human rights in Iran, bilaterally and at the EU and UN, at all appropriate occasions.

17/10/2012WRF01850Humanitarian Access

17/10/2012WRF0190072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 



Questions - Written Answers

46

Trade the extent to which through his Department the international community continues to be 
made aware of the ongoing situation of war, famine, starvation, genocide and ethnic cleansing 
throughout the African continent with particular reference to the horn of Africa; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45235/12]

17/10/2012WRF0200073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which Irish aid workers continue to be allowed engage in their work without 
interference at local level throughout the African continent; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45236/12]

17/10/2012WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 72 and 73 together. 

Ireland’s longstanding relationship with Africa is maturing as the continent undergoes dra-
matic change.  Yet we remain conscious of the serious obstacles that must be overcome if Africa 
is to enjoy a stable and prosperous future.  Ireland attaches high importance to the development 
of relations with the countries of Africa, to supporting economic and social development and 
to responding to the needs of people affected by war and natural disasters.  Through our hu-
manitarian and development engagements, Ireland is active in addressing the causes and con-
sequences of conflict and hunger in the continent, and in ensuring that aid workers deployed to 
deliver assistance and capacity building support in African countries are free to do so without 
undue interference.  

Africa is the main geographic focus for Ireland’s development cooperation programme, 
with 80 per cent of the aid budget devoted to the objective of ending extreme poverty and hun-
ger, especially in the poorest countries of sub-Saharan Africa.  Our missions in Africa monitor 
developments, report to the Government, and manage our political and economic relations and 
humanitarian and development programmes.  Ireland also has excellent relations with its NGO 
partners which are a direct and reliable source of information regarding the level of humanitar-
ian risk African countries face at any particular time.  My Department regularly reviews these 
various sources of information and ensures that key messages are given voice at an international 
level where the opportunity arises. 

In the Horn of Africa, a year on from the devastating famine which resulted in the deaths of 
many  thousands of people, the humanitarian situation remains extremely fragile.  The region 
was affected by one of the worst droughts in decades, where an estimated 12.4 million people 
were reported to be in urgent need of food.  While a huge relief effort, followed by good rains 
last autumn, saved hundreds of thousands of lives, the crisis forced many more from their 
homes, devastated their livelihoods and left them vulnerable to future hunger shocks.  At pres-
ent the total number of food insecure people in the Horn of Africa is approximately 8 million 
people, with the majority of those in need of humanitarian assistance in Somalia.

Ireland will chair the Council Working Party on Humanitarian Aid and Food Assistance dur-
ing our EU Presidency in the first half of 2013.  We will continue to engage actively in pushing 
for a strongly coordinated approach to the humanitarian requirements in the Horn.  

I recognise the skilled and often courageous work undertaken by Ireland’s aid workers. 
They work in environments of food insecurity, poverty, protracted conflict, environmental deg-
radation, weak government capacity, severe infrastructural weaknesses and poor governance. 
During my visit to Somalia last July I witnessed at first hand the excellent work being carried 
out on the ground.  Supporting democratic change across Africa is helping to improve the con-
ditions in which Irish aid workers operate. Our national approach in the continent is guided 
by the Africa Strategy of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, which was launched 
in September 2011.  It sets out a framework for our policies in the political, development and 
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economic areas in order to ensure that our engagement is as comprehensive, coherent and ef-
fective as possible.  A fundamental principle of our approach is an emphasis on the promotion 
of political progress including the resolution of conflict, the strengthening of democracy, and 
respect for human rights and the rule of law.

Africa faces many challenges. Nevertheless, the continent is showing real progress towards 
sustainable change. In order to maintain this positive momentum and avoid losing the positive 
gains from development investment over the years, Ireland will continue to work in partnership 
with African countries to respond quickly to humanitarian challenges when they occur.

17/10/2012WRG00150Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRG0020074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which basic human rights remain available to the former Prime Minister of 
the Ukraine Yulia Tymoshenko; if in the course of her incarceration she has had regular visits 
from international monitors on a regular basis; if she has set out any specific requirements in 
recent times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45237/12]

17/10/2012WRG00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As the 
Deputy is aware, the case of former Prime Minister of Ukraine, Yulia Tymoshenko, is a mat-
ter of deep concern to Ireland, the European Union and the wider international community.  I 
refer the Deputy to my previous reply on 11 July. Since then, on 29 August, Ms. Tymoshenko’s 
appeal against her conviction was rejected by Ukraine’s High Specialised Court.  This was a 
very disappointing outcome.  Indeed, the EU has made it clear that further progress towards the 
signature and ratification of its Association Agreement with Ukraine would require a number 
of positive steps on the resolution of the issue of politically motivated trials and convictions, 
including that of Ms. Tymoshenko, as well as the fair and transparent conduct of the parliamen-
tary elections taking place on 28 October.  I fully support this position.  It is a matter of regret 
that Ms. Tymoshenko and others will not be permitted to take part in the elections.

The Deputy will be aware that Ms. Tymoshenko has been visited by a wide range of inter-
national contacts, although a visit proposed by the Vice-President of the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly was recently denied.  I would continue to urge the Ukrainian authorities, as a mini-
mum, to facilitate such visits as well as all medical and human rights related visits.  I made the 
concerns of the Irish Government on this known to Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Gryshchenko 
when we met recently at the UN General Assembly. 

17/10/2012WRG00350Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRG0040075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the countries or locations which remain in the top ten areas of most concern worldwide 
where abuses of human rights continue to be an issue, whether through war or economic depri-
vation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45238/12]

17/10/2012WRG00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land does not produce or maintain a “top ten” list of countries in regard to the violations out-
lined by the Deputy.    Human rights concerns remain central to our foreign policy.  With its 
EU partners, Ireland closely monitors the human rights situations in many countries, including 
post-conflict countries, throughout the world.   We do this on the basis of information obtained 
from a variety of sources, including both official channels and non-governmental/civil society 
organisations.  Where and when the situation warrants, we make known our concerns about hu-
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man rights violations to the Governments in question.

Ireland supports the use of the full UN human rights machinery in responding to human 
rights abuses, including supporting the role of UN Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Bodies, 
Special Procedures and Mandate Holders and the convening, where appropriate, of Special Ses-
sions of the UN Human Rights Council.  At the UN, the EU regularly makes statements on the 
human rights situations in a number of countries from all regions.  Ireland is fully associated 
with these statements.

Ireland has been a consistent and strong supporter of the International Criminal Court, 
recognising it as an essential means of combating impunity for the most serious violations of 
international humanitarian law and human rights law.

The Government is committed to the promotion of full observance of universal human 
rights standards.  Active participation in multilateral organisations including the EU, UN and 
the Council of Europe provides an opportunity for Ireland to voice its concerns regarding hu-
man rights abuses.  Through these organisations, international pressure can be brought to bear 
on those responsible for violation of human rights.  Ireland will continue to use these mecha-
nisms as a means of highlighting violations of human rights and furthering their protection.

17/10/2012WRG00550Human Rights Issues

17/10/2012WRG0060076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community continue to be able to intervene in Syria 
in order to protect human rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45239/12]

17/10/2012WRG00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
on a number of occasions stated clearly my grave concerns at the appalling situation in Syria.  
I have repeatedly condemned the unacceptable human rights violations and brutality which are 
now estimated to have claimed well over 20,000 lives since the conflict first erupted in March 
2011.    There is no doubting the widespread international revulsion generated by the conflict 
over the last 20 months and in particular by the violence and killings associated with the repres-
sive actions of the Syrian regime.  The international community has been prompt to express its 
indignation and to compel the Syrian regime to change course, notably through the adoption 
of a series of resolutions on the human rights situation in Syria by the UN General Assembly 
Resolution in February and by the UN Human Rights Council, in March, June and September. 

The UN Human Rights Council has also initiated a process of inquiry through the establish-
ment in August 2011 of the UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry.  Mandated 
to investigate all alleged violations of international human rights law in Syria since the begin-
ning of the conflict, and, where possible, to identify those responsible, the Commission, in its 
15 August 2012 report, concludes that Government forces and its affiliated militia have com-
mitted crimes against humanity, war crimes and gross violations of human rights, all pursuant 
to a State policy. The report also found reasonable grounds to believe that serious abuses had 
been committed by anti-Government armed groups, although these did not reach the gravity, 
frequency and scale of violations committed by Government forces. This report may well pave 
the way for the situation in Syria to eventually be referred to the International Criminal Court 
(ICC), a course called for by UN Human Rights Commissioner Pillay and which Ireland has 
long supported. We are also highly supportive of efforts underway at the UN that aim at build-
ing up cross-regional support for formal referral to the ICC by the UN Security Council.  

The European Union has, of course, also reacted to the human rights violations in Syria.  It 



17 October 2012

49

has adopted a series of robust economic, political and diplomatic measures to compel the Syr-
ian regime to cease its reprehensible attacks against its own people.  While actively supporting 
the efforts of the UN/Arab League Joint Special Representative Ladhkar Brahimi to achieve a 
ceasefire and mediate some sort of peaceful settlement, the EU has continued to impose tough 
sanctions targeted on the Assad regime and those who support the repression.  Last Monday’s 
Foreign Affairs Council which I attended adopted additional restrictive measures to step up the 
pressure on the Syrian regime to change course and halt its unacceptable violence and repres-
sion. 

In saying all this, we must also acknowledge that the current paralysis of the international 
community is a major impediment to stopping the daily abuses suffered by ordinary Syrians. 
The UN Security Council need to step up to its responsibilities and give a lead in the interna-
tional community’s efforts to halt the violence. Ireland, for its part, will continue to call for a 
strong UN Chapter VII resolution that would impose robust sanctions and notably a compre-
hensive arms embargo which is now long overdue in the current circumstances prevailing in 
Syria. 

Ultimately, such a Resolution and united action on the part of the Security Council represent 
the best opportunity for ending the conflict and ongoing human rights violations and setting in 
train a process of urgently needed political reform and transition in Syria.  Ireland and its EU 
partners will continue to work steadfastly in support of this aim.

17/10/2012WRG00750Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRG0080077. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date 
in 2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies 
awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the 
matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45298/12]

17/10/2012WRG00862Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade(Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department manages expenditure under two Votes - Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs) and Vote 27 (In-
ternational Co-Operation). It commissions consultancy services where specialised knowledge 
and/or skills are not available within the Department and, in the case of Ireland’s official over-
seas aid programme (Irish Aid), where independent appraisal, audit, monitoring and evaluation 
of programmes and projects is required.

Consultancy services are procured in accordance with relevant national and EU rules, which 
means that all requirements over €25,000 are advertised using the Government procurement 
portal www.e-tenders.gov.ie . Requirements for less than that amount may be awarded by un-
advertised selective tender whereby a number of suitably qualified service providers are asked 
to submit competitive quotes.

The information requested by the Deputy for the years in question is set out in the following 
tables. 
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Table 1: Consultancy Expenditure 2008-2012(YTD) 

Year Vote 27 Consul-
tancy Expendi-
ture 

Vote 27 Number 
of Consultants 

Vote 28 Consul-
tancy Expendi-
ture 

Vote 28 Number 
of Consultants 

2008 €4,429,056 87 €243,738 11 
2009 €1,427,091 50 €58,425 3 
2010 €1,494,615 50 €66,645 2 
2011 €1,778,499 45 €25, 878 3 
2012 YTD €982,060 53 €2,000 1 

Table 2 Details: Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs)

 2008 

Name of Consultant Nature of Work Fees Paid (€) 
Art Agnew Human resources 691 
Bianconi Research Ltd. 
(trading as RITS) 

ICT Security 170,996 

PA Consulting Management Consultancy 1,815 
Farrell Grant Sparks Management Consultancy 24,200 
Edward Delany & Associ-
ates 

Management Training 2,622 

Bluewave Technology ICT 484 
Dr Tom Hardiman Asia-Europe Foundation 15,108 
Sysnet ICT 1149 
Hugh Swift Human resources 1,838 
Cornwell Consulting ICT Consultancy 12,251 
Long Road Productions Cultural Coordinator 12,584 
2009 
Bianconi research Ltd. 
(Trading as RITS) 

ICT Security 26,762 

Long Road Productions Cultural Coordinator 12,708, 
J O Regan Audit Services 18,954 
2010 
Bianconi Research Ltd 
(Trading as RITS) 

ICT Security 65,545 

Tony Taaffe Accountancy 1,100 
2011 
Tony Taaffe Accountancy 1,650 
B Connected Ltd ICT 2,885 
RITS/ISAS ICT Security 23,528 
2012 
Tony Taaffe Accountancy 2,000 
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Table 3: Vote 27 International Cooperation (formerly Vote 29 until 2012) 

Nature of the Work Concerned 

Engagement of External Expertise for the Purpose of Ireland’s Aid Programme 

2008 

Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
Achilles Procurement €41,503.00 
Anne Gallagaher €4,000.00 
Reginald Terrance Allsop €2,128.56 
ANJO Consulting Ltd. €8,729.04 
Annesley Resource Partnership €20,458.38 
Aodh o Connor €6,265.64 
Brian Barrington €19,571.30 
Andre Barsony €23,047.48 
Jennifer Black €17,550.60 
Luis Enrique Bran Reyes €41,925.86 
Ruiri Brugha €6,500.00 
Mary Buckley €3,445.00 
Catherine Butch €77,528.65 
Jim Cannon €62,108.82 
Centre for Global Health €28,031.50 
Nick Chisholm €16,872.44 
Martina Collins €68,171.75 
COPENHAGEN DC €108,397.10 
Aine Costigan €2,500.00 
Margaret Curtin €11,054.63 
Dalberg Global Development Ad €34,218.61 
DI International Ltd €68,031.59 
Sean Drysdale €51,689.48 
Orla Duke €32,045.60 
Martin Dwan €26,415.49 
Kate Dyer €103,117.76 
European Forum for Mediation & Dialogue €7,355.84 
Economics for the Environment €34,646.51 
Eilis Ryan €3,450.00 
Deirdre Farrell €10,000.00 
Farrell Grant Sparks €302,187.99 
Margaret Fitzgerald €21,100.25 
Fitzpatrick Associates €116,752.41 
FSG INC €212,848.10 
Vgail Varian €2,700.00 
Cathy Gaynor €101,429.38 
Margaret Gaynor €74,822.31 
Geraghty Consulting €2,722.50 
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Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
John Grindle €3,000.00 
Michael Hegarty €5,992.29 
Daire Higgins €31,777.63 
Michael Higgins €3,375.00 
Anne Holmes Current €23,466.51 
Health Promotion Research Centre €5,973.35 
The IDL Group Ltd €3,936.67 
Integra Economic Dev Consultant €22,143.00 
Intrac €26,688.54 
Paul Isenman €10,676.96 
ITAD Ltd €121,639.08 
Mary Jennings €48,815.88 
Barry Johnston €2,100.00 
Catherine Sarah Jones €13,191.29 
Thomas Neil Kennedy €6,400.00 
Jim Kinsella €16,776.20 
Maura Leen €14,759.80 
Liverpool Association in Tropical Health €25,298.32 
Anna Matveeva €11,482.59 
Brian McCarthy €9,555.49 
Mary McCann Sanchez €41,095.17 
SorleyMcCaughey €2,700.00 
Vincent McCarthy €9,241.00 
Diarmuid McClean €147,261.32 
Samuel J Mc Conkey €300.00 
Geraldine McDonald €7,260.00 
McEvoy Peter €43,104.05 
Hunter McGill €25,579.57 
Amy Rose McGovern €12,525.00 
Mary McKeown €26,102.85 
Sherry McLean €10,093.21 
Bernard McLoughlin €7,150.00 
Rosemary McCreery €7,215.82 
Kevin Moore €110,985.47 
Siobhan Mullally €10,115.38 
Clare Mulvany €11,625.00 
Patrick D Murphy €62,472.99 
Frank Murray €14,972.41 
Una Murray €8,372.86 
Ann Nolan €131,971.45 
NUI Galway €10,349.24 
Rowan Oberman €14,700.00 
Beni Karuga €7,700.00 
Dr. Diarmuid O Donovan €12,387.55 
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Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
Jerry O Dwyer €18,259.73 
Eleanor OGorman €14,973.75 
Jim O Leary €6,000.00 
Prof Helen O’Neill €12,365.33 
Declan O Neill €8,200.00 
Morina O’Neill €35,218.44 
Johnny O Regan €113,614.80 
Eamonn O Reilly €6,250.00 
Oxford Policy Management €39,613.07 
Aidan Pender €6,500.00 
Ann Pesic €3,850.22 
Petrus Consulting Ltd. €3,085.50 
Platinum One €89,251.46 
Pat Mc Mullin €67,476.91 
James Polhemus €150,150.41 
Real Event Solution €224,205.34 
Philip Regan €40,014.25 
REM Electrical €2,634.93 
Niall Roche €14,500.00 
Grayling Communications Ltd. €7,498.30 
Rothwell Cons. €40,726.83 
Daniel Rowan €84,077.37 
Barry Ryan €12,551.31 
Dr Jane Salvage €2,067.78 
James Saunderson €47,243.22 
James Sheehan €18,433.27 
John Shiels €15,351.88 
Tara Shine €93,954.85 
SHL Ireland €156,664.78 
Marie Smith €7,016.80 
Aisling Swaine Consultancy Ltd €89,356.73 
Debbie Thomas €8,895.95 
Richard Townsend €4,095.78 
Brendan Tuohy €3,872.00 
Reene Muriel Visser Valfrey €50,814.92 
Wardick Siobhan €11,475.00 
Dr David Weakliam €6,349.63 
Liam Wegimont €2,551.34 
Grace Wells €2,601.01 
Bernard Wood + Associates Ltd €16,946.63 
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2009 

Name of Consultant Fees paid 
Aodh O Connor €2,234.29 
Andre Barsony €4,548.97 
Amal Abordan Bernal €3,726.00 
Jennifer Black €1,575.00 
Luis Enrique Bran Reyes €35,663.56 
Mary Buckley €1,981.68 
Catherine A Butcher €22,563.41 
Jim Cannon €1,403.63 
Gerald Cawley €25,811.49 
Centre for Global Health €17,586.94 
Channel Research €10,646.74 
Circa Group Europe Ltd. €24,561.29 
Margaret Curtin €1,151.39 
Howard Dalzell €18,172.27 
Karin Duffner €10,880.83 
Martin Dwan €920.00 
Kate Dyer €57,820.58 
Economic + Social Research Ins €42,970.18 
European Forum for Mediation & Dialogue €5,072.53 
Ciara Eustace €3,312.00 
Deirdre Farrell €13,787.60 
Kevin Farrell €21,838.33 
Alan Fitzgibbon €18,994.93 
Margaret Fitzgerald €5,915.55 
Fitzpatrick Associates €48,569.52 
Cathy Gaynor €66,584.74 
Marcel Grogan €11,423.27 
Yvonne Admira Harding €4,845.79 
Michael Hegarty €3,208.34 
Aoife Helly €5,203.57 
Clare Herbert €5,313.00 
The IDL Group Ltd €14,785.45 
ITAD Ltd €118,685.19 
Catherine Sarah Jones €438.89 
Kamal Kar €2,390.68 
Michael A Kiernan €10,409.72 
Jim Kinsella €3,175.40 
Maura Leen €1,299.79 
Anna Matveeva €3,714.96 
Brian McCarthy €17,646.44 
Mary McCann Sanchez €31,631.32 
Geraldine McDonald €1,956.15 
Peter McEvoy €19,203.77 
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Name of Consultant Fees paid 
Hunter McGill €18,723.67 
Amy Rose McGovern €17,226.00 
Mary McKeown €54,693.22 
Sherry McLean €16,443.29 
Bernard McLoughlin €3,796.00 
Mott Mac Donald Ltd €10,817.34 
Kevin Moore €103,399.35 
Alais Morindat €5,074.18 
Clare Mulvany €7,524.00 
Patrick D Murphy €3,600.00 
Una Murray €3,634.42 
Ann Nolan €1,134.36 
Rowan Oberman €5,000.00 
Diarmuid O Donavan €4,139.95 
Jerry O Dwyer €1,100.00 
Eleanor O’Gorman €23,448.66 
Prof Helen O’Neill €10,515.06 
Morina O’Neill €1,313.90 
Johnny O Regan €56,721.63 
Eamonn O Reilly €4,600.00 
Karen O’Shea €3,819.15 
Margo O’Sullivan €40,191.64 
Aidan Pender €3,076.78 
Petrus Consulting Ltd. €6,196.50 
Pieterse Pieternella €10,000.00 
Pat Mc Mullin €27,678.75 
Gernot Premper €6,260.89 
Real Event Solution €62,771.76 
Philip Regan €26,746.70 
Niall Roche €4,840.00 
Rothwell Cons. €10,618.64 
James Saunderson €2,392.00 
Tara Shine €32,888.48 
SHL Ireland €20,434.24 
Marie Smith €2,640.00 
Laura Spring €13,606.50 
Aisling Swaine Consultancy Ltd €22,115.07 
Reene Muriel Visser Valfrey €11,498.96 
Siobhan Wardick €12,579.00 
David Weakliam €8,073.52 
Grace Wells €3,736.79 
Bernard Wood + Associates Ltd €14,460.83 
Varney Yengbeh €3,934.47 
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2010 

Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
80:20 Educating + Acting for a €13,000.00 
Agulhas Dev Consultants Ltd €36,116.75 
Aodh O Connor €1,471.61 
Amal Abordan Bernal €4,347.00 
Luis Enrique Bran Reyes €33,394.18 
Mary Buckley €2,311.96 
Jim Cannon €2,212.03 
Gerald Cawley €11,032.37 
Cooney and Associates €10,890.00 
Anne Conroy €17,626.89 
John Coughlin €15,676.66 
CR2 Social Devlopment Ltd. €9,385.23 
Cathy Doran €3,500.00 
Kate Dyer €30,563.47 
Economic + Social Research Ins €94,459.87 
Ciara Eustace €4,761.00 
Marie Therese Fanning €13,532.10 
Kevin Farrell €56,218.70 
Matthias Fiedler €19,613.32 
Fitzpatrick Associates €30,024.00 
Cathy Gaynor €64,284.33 
Marcel Grogan €17,491.96 
Groupe URD €12,408.42 
The Tribal Helm Corporation Ltd €12,304.42 
Clare Herbert €16,629.00 
Intrac Consultants €16,649.15 
Paul Isenman €37,365.68 
Mary Jennings €32,291.61 
Catherine Sarah Jones €16,319.00 
Jim Kinsella €5,379.96 
Helen Labanya €4,431.75 
Charles Lathrop €5,998.66 
Mary McCann Sanchez €17,449.91 
Geraldine McDonald €782.46 
Peter McEvoy €12,999.55 
Hunter Mc Gill €15,392.13 
Sherry McLean €36,515.89 
Bernard McLoughlin €9,633.80 
Mott Mac Donald Ltd €8,229.08 
Mokoro Ltd €128,944.22 
Kevin Moore €13,310.00 
Eilis Murray €5,105.58 
NUI Maynooth €25,168.00 
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Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
Beni Karuga €9,660.00 
Ruth O’ Doherty €3,064.48 
Helen O’Neill €5,190.28 
Morina O’Neill €4,515.04 
Johnny O Regan €75,196.14 
Partners €913.00 
Pieternella Pieterse €2,000.00 
Gernot Premper €5,137.66 
Real Event Management €285,189.67 
Philip Regan €14,926.67 
Niall Roche €10,742.02 
James Saunderson €1,913.60 
John Sheils €25,989.66 
Marie Smith €5,750.20 
SPN Consulting €38,293.09 
Laura Spring €1,173.00 
Aisling Swaine Consultancy Ltd €31,898.74 
Tony Taaffe €863.61 
Ronan Tierney €12,692.22 
Fred Tottenham €5,844.30 
Siobhan Wardick €5,313.00 
Emma Warwick €8,763.10 
Lorraine Whitty €4,180.00 
Bernard Wood & Associates Ltd €10,183.82 

2011

Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
80:20 EDUCATION €9,869.73 
ACTRA ADVISERS LIMITED €21,810.81 
AODH O CONNOR €3,796.83 
LAUREN BARI €4,299.38 
MARY BRADY €25,643.32 
LUIS ENRIQUE BRAN REYES €4,384.30 
MARY BUCKLEY €3,020.00 
CAROLINE BURKE €3,000.00 
JIM CANNON €9,773.42 
GERALD CAWLEY €4,014.63 
CHANNEL RESEARCH €25,070.60 
COLLECTOR GENERALS €5,900.12 
MARY CORBETT €35,428.29 
CR2 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT LTD €2,495.19 
BERNIE CRAWFORD €3,572.00 
CATHY DORAN €3,107.00 
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Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
LIZZIE DOWNES €3,174.07 
ECONOMIC + SOCIAL RESEARCH INS €21,331.60 
MARIE T FANNING €14,946.44 
DEIRDRE FARRELL €4,600.00 
KEVIN FARRELL €18,730.10 
MATTHIAS FIEDLER €5,386.68 
DR MARGARET FITZGERALD €5,270.72 
FITZPATRICK ASSOCIATES €67,431.13 
CATHY GAYNOR €27,134.96 
GERAGHTY CONSULTING €1,750.00 
MARTIN GREENE €46,222.43 
MARCEL GROGAN €41,710.56 
GROUPE URD €50,000.00 
CLARE HERBERT €690.00 
PATRICA HUNT €5,108.95 
INTRAC CONSULTANTS €12,961.85 
ISOS PARTNERSHIP (UK) LLP €42,246.75 
ITAD LTD €4,787.40 
MARY JENNINGS €2,747.50 
CATHERINE SARAH JONES €29,819.74 
JIM KIELY €7,950.00 
JIM KINSELLA €5,108.80 
CHARLES LATHROP €9,628.90 
NOGUGU MAFU €8,800.00 
MALAQUAIS LOPEZ CERVANTES €32,919.96 
MAZARS €15,753.06 
PETER MCEVOY €7,211.58 
HUNTER MCGILL €5,110.02 
BERNARD MCLOUGHLIN €9,786.64 
STEFANIE MEREDITH €9,999.67 
MOKORO LTD €215,710.42 
KEVIN MOORE €17,861.90 
PATRICK D. MURPHY €9,064.29 
EILIS MURRAY €7,968.00 
NUI GALWAY €16,105.52 
NUI Maynooth €32,672.28 
RUTH O’ DOHERTY €8,586.02 
PROF HELEN O’NEILL €4,108.15 
MORINA O’NEILL €1,720.00 
JOHN O’REGAN €28,893.63 
EAMONN O’REILLY €7,500.00 
IOD €341,530.70 
PIETERNELLA PIETERSE €3,050.00 
PAT MCMULLIN €7,650.00 
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Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
THE POLICY PRACTICE LTD €32,188.99 
REAL EVENT MANAGEMENT €193,914.60 
PHILIP REGAN €2,115.08 
NIALL ROCHE €2,250.00 
CATHY ROCHE €3,000.00 
RODNEY RICE €14,170.80 
SAMIA SAAD €9,198.38 
JAMES SAUNDERSON €3,000.00 
PAUL SHEANE €9,964.88 
MARIE SMITH €3,205.50 
SPN CONSULTING €711.78 
SUAS EDUCATION AL DEVELOPMENT €51,260.00 
AISLING SWAINE CONSULTANCY LTD €1,500.00 
RONAN TIERNEY €27,817.26 
FRED TOTTENHAM €7,767.03 
MIKE WILLIAMS €20,636.00 
BERNARD WOOD + ASSOCIATES LTD €9,872.95 

2012

Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
ADRIENNE BOYLE €5,000.00 
MARY BRADY €12,836.91 
LUIS ENRIQUE BRAN REYES €2,188.21 
JAMES BURKE €1,278.16 
CHANNEL RESEARCH €2,032.80 
MARY CORBETT €23,318.19 
MELLA CUSACK €4,120.72 
CATHY DORAN €5,479.15 
ECONOMIC + SOCIAL RESEARCH INS €32,675.64 
EVERYWHERE CONSULTANTS €40,583.46 
MARIE T FANNING €3,750.00 
DEIRDRE FARRELL €4,600.00 
KEVIN FARRELL €5,601.13 
EUNICE FIELDS €1,500.00 
DR MARGARET FITZGERALD €2,760.86 
FITZPATRICK ASSOCIATES €27,677.60 
NICHOLAS FREELAND €528.79 
CATHY GAYNOR €4,129.63 
GERAGHTY CONSULTING €5,818.20 
MARTIN GREENE €23,323.88 
MARCEL GROGAN €28,939.14 
HUMANITARIAN POLICY LTD €33,930.00 
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Name of Consultant Fees Paid 
IRISH COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

€180,679.00 

PAUL ISENMAN €5,293.75 
ITAD LTD €89,733.04 
MARK JEROME €8,750.00 
RACHEL KAVANAGH €2,800.00 
GRACE KELLY HARTNETT €16,710.24 
JIM KINSELLA €3,456.00 
PETER MCEVOY €7,872.04 
HUNTER MCGILL €6,729.79 
MOKORO LTD €2,804.65 
NUIMAYNOOTH €31,211.30 
RUTH O’ DOHERTY €4,589.71 
PROF HELEN O’NEILL €2,348.98 
JOHN O’REGAN €8,377.28 
IOD €79,041.68 
PAT MCMULLIN €7,732.00 
REAL EVENT MANAGEMENT €89,980.65 
PHILIP REGAN €3,092.59 
CATHY ROCHE €6,300.00 
RODNEY RICE €4,585.00 
JAMES SAUNDERSON €2,400.00 
TIMOTHY SHINE €1,824.60 
MARIE SMITH €5,940.40 
SUAS EDUCATION AL DEVELOPMENT €38,611.40 
AISLING SWAINE CONSULTANCY LTD €7,202.26 
TONY TAAFFE €10,400.00 
RONAN TIERNEY €1,124.33 
FRED TOTTENHAM €2,489.12 
VALID INTERNATIONAL LTD. €52,259.62 
EMMA WARWICK €6,906.80 
MIKE WILLIAMS €18,741.63 

 

17/10/2012WRG00925Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRG0100078. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date 
in 2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State 
agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior coun-
sel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the 
barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; 
if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45315/12]
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17/10/2012WRG01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Litiga-
tion is dealt with on my Department’s behalf by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the State 
Claims Agency who engage lawyers to act for the Department where necessary in relation to 
personal injuries claims and other matters.    As fees for counsel and solicitors form one part of 
the overall legal and settlement costs (which are often billed together),  I regret that in the time 
available it is not possible to obtain from individual files details of amounts accruing in respect 
of barristers’ and solicitors’ fees and the names of the firms involved.  

Legal advice on contractual and other matters arising from time to time is initially sought 
from the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and/or the Office of the Attorney General, and the use of 
external legal advisors for such requirements is kept to a minimum.

17/10/2012WRG01150Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRG0120079. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional ser-
vice to his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and includ-
ing any other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to 
him over the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45332/12]

17/10/2012WRG01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade(Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department engages professional services in a number of areas where the required skills are not 
available in-house and it is more cost-effective to source them externally. Details of payments 
in the period in question are included in the tables below in respect of Vote 27 (International 
Cooperation) and Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade).

Vote 28 Foreign Affairs and Trade

External Professional Services 

2011/2012

Trainer Fees & Training Materials & Equipment

Name of Company/Service Provider Amounts Paid
CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS LTD €1,900
CORE INTERNATIONAL LTD.(IRL) €1,537
CW SYSTEMS INTEGRATION €2,494
ICS SKILLS TRAINING & CERTIFICA-
TION 

€9,765

SURESKILLS €3,600
TETRA IRELAND COMMUNICATIONS 
LTD 

€3,120

VERSION 1 SOFTWARE €1,173
AVONDALE MEDIA SERVICES €1,125
BRIDGE INTERPRETING €1,610
CENAD €13,000
EMERGENCY CARE PRODUCTS €990
HEADSTRONG €250
HIGH PERFORMANCE €8,480
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Name of Company/Service Provider Amounts Paid
INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRA-
TION 

€350

KATE KAVANAGH €2,075
PATRICK SUTTON T/A COMMUNICATE €14,332
PAULA MEE €200
PAUL LOFTUS & ASSOCIATES INC €2,400
PEAK CONNEXXION LTD €1,600
SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL & AFRICAN 
STUDIES 

€23,968

THE IRISH TIMES €2,400
TIGER CONSULTING €27,200
TRISH MURPHY €200
WRIGHT CONSULTANCY €20,690

2011/2012

ICT External Services

Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
B T IRELAND €771,596
BARTON ENGINEERING AND EXPORT 
LTD 

€5,048

BEARING POINT €10,220
BLUEWAVE TECHNOLOGY €4,696
CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS LTD €14,209
FUJITSU IRELAND €85,994
IAI INDUSTRIAL SYSTEMS B.V. €22,261
INTEGRITY SOLUTIONS LTD €1,956
ISAS (Formerly trading as RITS) €369,956
IT ROLLOUT CONSULTANCY €22,878
JK NETWORK ARCHITECTURE DE-
SIGN LTD

€345,688

TOMORROWS WORLD LTD €159,888
VERSION 1 SOFTWARE €5,771
WARD SOLUTIONS €1,384
ZERO DOWNTIME LTD €143,887

2011/2012

Support & Maintenance (I.T.)

Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
1E Ltd €5,771
AMS LTD €3,091
BEARING POINT €2,344,547
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Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
BRYAN S RYAN €2,344
CENTRAL SOLUTIONS LTD €17,126
CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS LTD €155,427
CORE INTERNATIONAL LTD.(IRL) €90,243
CW SYSTEMS INTEGRATION €6,289
DELL COMPUTER €49,942
Eircom Ltd €36,951
INTEGRITY SOLUTIONS LTD €90,984
MAXIMA MANAGED SERVICES IRE-
LAND

€13,788

MICROSOFT €78,408
ORACLE EMEA LTD €70,388
QUEST SOFTWARE INTERNATIONAL 
LTD 

€1,324

REPLIWEB INC €5,972
SAGEM IDENTIFICATION €401,179
SOFTWORKS COMPUTING Ltd €47,026
SYSTEM VIDEO €80,855
VERSION 1 SOFTWARE €21,953
WARD SOLUTIONS €13,767
WORLDREACH SOFTWARE 
CORPORATION

€59,119

2011/2012

HR Consultancy

Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
Avondale Media €4,243.50
Dorothy Butler Scally €4,920.00

2011/2012

Travel Contract Management Fee & Insurance

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
Club Travel €19,723
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2011/2012

Legal Expenses (excl. Settlement Costs)

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
GWEN MALONE STENOGRAPHY 
SERVICES 

€2,804

STATE CLAIMS AGENCY €20,181

2011/2012

Public Relations & Advertising (inc. Photos)

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
BRINDLEY ADVERTISING €35,553
IRIS OIFIGIUIL €946
MAXWELL PHOTOGRAPHY €310
MONGEY COMMUNICATIONS €520
NATIONAL LIBRARY €120
RED DOG €916
TORANN NA DTONN €545
TRUVO €7,079

2011/2012

Translation Services

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
CASTLEKNOCK HOTEL & COUNTRY 
CLUB 

€276

DCULS LTD €666
EUROPUS TEO €864
EUROTEXT TRANSLATIONS LTD €400
KL COMMUNICATIONS T €2,490
LIONBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL €5,495
MARIE THERESE SAFFRE €30
SEAN DE FREINE €2,377
SIOBHAN UI BHRAOIN €200
WORD PERFECT TRANSLATION SER-
VICES LTD 

€681

THE SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION 
COMPANY

€3,684

ABRIS TRANSLATIONS €135
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2011/2012

Architect & Engineer Fees

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
DELAP & WALLER €5,614

2011/2012

Premises Professional Fees

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
DELAP & WALLER €5,651
OLIVE SAFETY SERVICES €4,175

2011/2012

Other Professional Fees

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
B CONNECTED LTD €2,886
ISAS (Formerly T/A RITS) €4,898
RITS €15,959
TONY TAAFFE €3,850
RED DOG €3,985

Vote 27 International Cooperation (formerly Vote 29 until 2012)

External Professional Services

2011/2012

Professional Service provider

Name of Company/Service Provider Amounts Paid
ADRIENNE BOYLE €5,000
MARY BRADY €24,920
LUIS ENRIQUE BRAN REYES €4,468
JAMES BURKE €1,278
CHANNEL RESEARCH €27,103
MARY CORBETT €46,785
MELLA CUSACK €4,121
CATHY DORAN €8,586
ECONOMIC + SOCIAL RESEARCH INS €32,676
EVERYWHERE CONSULTANTS €40,583
MARIE T FANNING €17,176
DEIRDRE FARRELL €4,600
KEVIN FARRELL €15,579
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Name of Company/Service Provider Amounts Paid
EUNICE FIELDS €1,500
DR MARGARET FITZGERALD €5,327
FITZPATRICK ASSOCIATES €33,002
NICHOLAS FREELAND €529
CATHY GAYNOR €11,362
GERAGHTY CONSULTING €7,568
MARTIN GREENE €38,695
MARCEL GROGAN €37,709
HUMANITARIAN POLICY LTD €33,930
IRISH COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS

€222,925

PAUL ISENMAN €5,294
ITAD LTD €89,733
MARK JEROME €8,750
RACHEL KAVANAGH €2,800
GRACE KELLY HARTNETT €16,710
JIM KINSELLA €3,456
PETER MCEVOY €12,483
HUNTER MCGILL €6,730
MOKORO LTD €135,634
NUIMAYNOOTH €55,648
RUTH O’ DOHERTY €4,590
PROF HELEN O’NEILL €4,668
JOHN O’REGAN €9,587
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION DE-
VELOPMENT- IOD PARC

€199,872

PAT MCMULLIN €15,382
REAL EVENT MANAGEMENT €195,378
PHILIP REGAN €3,093
CATHY ROCHE €6,300
RODNEY RICE €7,385
JAMES SAUNDERSON €2,400
TIMOTHY SHINE €1,825
MARIE SMITH €5,940
SUAS EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT €47,131
AISLING SWAINE CONSULTANCY LTD €8,702
TONY TAAFFE €10,400
RONAN TIERNEY €5,396
FRED TOTTENHAM €5,556
VALID INTERNATIONAL LTD. €52,260
EMMA WARWICK €6,907
MIKE WILLIAMS €39,378
80:20 EDUCATION €9,869
AODH O CONNOR €3,796
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Name of Company/Service Provider Amounts Paid
MARY MCKEOWN €2,500
LAUREN BARI €4,299
GERALD CAWLEY €4,014
GROUPE URD €50,000
CATHERINE SARAH JONES €29,819
CHARLES LATHROP €9,628
BERNARD MCLOUGHLIN €9,786
PATRICK D MURPHY €9,064
EILIS MURRAY €6,068
NUI GALWAY €16,105
MORINA O NEILL €1,720
PIETERNELLA PIETERSE €3,050

2011/2012

Travel Contract Management

Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
CLUB TRAVEL €21,711
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL €494

2011/2012

Trainer Fees

Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
D TALK (KIMMAGE MANOR) €1,500
SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL & AFRICAN 
STUDIES

€35,061

INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT 
STUDIES

€7,403

2011/2012

Translation Services

Name of Company/Service Provider Amount Paid
ANA BEAL €676
PAULA NI SHLATARRA €665
SDL GLOBAL SOLUTIONS €148
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2011/2012

Support and Maintenance

Name of Company/Service Provider Fees Paid
CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS €167,320
EQUINITI ICS LTD €36,252
ISIA INFORMATION SECURITY €2,490

Airport Security

17/10/2012WRH0020080. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Irish passports now being issued meet the criteria required to use the automatic border control 
machines in use in some countries including Britain; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45339/12]

17/10/2012WRH00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There 
are many automatic border control machine systems in operation around the world with differ-
ent criteria required to use these machines.  Some systems operate on the basis of a trusted trav-
eller programme where pre-registration is required.  Others incorporate pre-registration with 
other requirements.  In the case of US Global Entry, access is limited to US citizens, lawful 
permanent residents, Dutch citizens, South Korean citizens and Mexican nationals.  A further 
series of systems operates on the basis of biometric technology.  IRIS in Britain makes use of 
the fact that the pattern of the iris in each person’s eye is unique.  A registered passenger looks 
into a special camera at the IRIS barrier in the immigration arrival hall and the system com-
pares his or her iris pattern with others stored in a secure database.  Another series of systems 
works by using facial recognition technology to compare a person’s face to the photograph 
recorded on the chip in his or her e-passport.  Over the past year, the UK Border Agency has 
installed ePassport gates at London Heathrow, London Gatwick, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, 
East Midlands, Luton, Manchester and Stansted.  Irish ePassports meet the current criteria to 
use the ePassport gates in the UK.  ePassports have been issued in Ireland since October 2006 
and are distinguished by a chip symbol which appears at the bottom of the front cover of the 
passport book.

17/10/2012WRH00350VAT Exemptions

17/10/2012WRH0040081. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the cost to the Exchequer should primary and post primary schools that qualify for 
the capitation grant be made exempt from value added tax when paying for service utility and 
service charges. [44968/12]

17/10/2012WRH0050082. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the cost to the Exchequer should primary and post primary schools that implement the 
DEIS’s recognised curriculum be made exempt from value added tax when paying for service 
utility and service charges. [44969/12]

17/10/2012WRH0060083. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the cost to the Exchequer should primary and post primary schools be made exempt 
from value added tax when paying for school text books. [44970/12]

17/10/2012WRH0070084. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
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down of the cost to the Exchequer should the 3,305 primary schools and 4,034 second level 
schools aided by the DEIS be made exempt from value added tax when paying for service util-
ity and service charges. [44971/12]

17/10/2012WRH0080085. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if there are EU regulations 
that prohibit the introduction of amendments to existing legislation that would exempt primary 
and secondary schools from paying VAT. [44972/12]

17/10/2012WRH0090086. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down of the cost to the Exchequer should DEIS band one and two schools be made exempt from 
value added tax when paying for service utility and service charges. [44973/12]

17/10/2012WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 81 to 
86, inclusive, together.

Paragraph 4(3) of Schedule 1 to the VAT Consolidation Act 2010 provides an exemption 
from VAT for the provision of children or young people’s education by establishments recog-
nised by the State.  Irish VAT law is guided by the EU VAT Directive, with which it must com-
ply, and this provision mirrors Article 132, paragraph 1(i) of the VAT Directive, which provides 
that EU Member States must exempt from VAT such education.  VAT exemption in this context 
means that schools do not charge VAT on the services they supply but cannot recover VAT on 
the goods and services that they purchase.  As such, schools cannot claim back the VAT paid 
by them for service utilities or service charges.  VAT law relates to particular goods and ser-
vices.  In this respect, the VAT exemption for education must apply to all providers of school 
education.  It is not possible to distinguish between the various forms of school providing that 
education.  As it is not possible under Irish or EU VAT law to exempt schools from paying VAT 
on their inputs, the various costings outlined in the Deputy’s questions cannot be provided.  
However, I would point out that a 0% VAT rate applies to the supply of books and as such there 
is no VAT charged on school text books being purchased by schools.

17/10/2012WRJ00150Tax Code

17/10/2012WRJ0020087. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will level the playing 
field by instituting betting tax reform to be fair and equitable and to capture all betting and gam-
ing streams; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44992/12]

17/10/2012WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It was announced in Budget 2011 that 
the necessary arrangements are being made to ensure that bets placed on the internet by domes-
tic punters are subject to the same level of betting duty as applies to high street betting shops. 
This will serve to broaden the tax base and increase betting duty receipts.   The Finance Act 
2011 provides for the taxation of bets that remote bookmakers enter into with persons in the 
State. This means, for example, that a business which engages in online bookmaking and which 
accepts bets from people in this country will be liable for betting duty on those bets, irrespective 
of where that business is based. The existing betting duty (1%) will be applied to such bets. The 
Finance Act also provides for the taxation of Betting Exchanges under the new arrangements; 
however the calculation of the tax will take account of their particular business model, in other 
words a 15% tax on the commission charged. In addition, excise duties are being applied to the 
granting and renewal of remote bookmakers’ and remote betting intermediaries’ licences. 

The Betting (Amendment) Bill, which was published in July, will establish the regulatory 
framework for these licences. The tax changes provided for in the Finance Act can only be 
implemented once the Betting (Amendment) Bill is enacted. 
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17/10/2012WRJ00350Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRJ0040088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabular 
form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his Department and each agency 
within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods and services; 
splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the invoice; between 
30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of the invoice; 
between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of receipt of the 
invoice. [45018/12]

17/10/2012WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is contained in the following table. The Department of Finance and its agencies adhere to 
Government policy that payments to suppliers be made within 15 days. However, payments are 
conditional on the supplier holding a valid Tax Clearance Certificate. In addition, there can be 
delays in processing payments in situations where an invoice has been presented by a supplier 
in advance of all the goods/services being furnished satisfactorily. 

Department or 
Office

Number of 
payments 
issued 
within 
30 Days

Number of 
payments 
issued 
between 
30-60 days

Number of 
payments 
issued 
between 
60-90 days

Number of 
payments 
issued 
between 
90-120 days

Number of 
payments 
issued in 
excess of 
120 days

Department 
of Finance

3,016 67 15 7 10

Office of the 
Revenue 
Commissioners

15,619 8 0 0 1

Comptroller 
and Auditor 
General

605 95 13 3 0

17/10/2012WRJ00550Tax Reliefs Cost

17/10/2012WRJ0060089. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular form 
the cost to the Exchequer of reducing the excise rate on fuel per litre by one cent; two cent; three 
cent; four cent; five cent; six cent; seven cent; eight cent; nine cent and ten cent. [45105/12]

17/10/2012WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Assuming that the Deputy is referring 
to auto-fuels, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the costs requested by the 
Deputy are set out in the table below: 

Decrease (VAT Inclusive) Unleaded Petrol – Cost to 
Exchequer

Auto-Diesel – Cost to 
Exchequer

1c -15.7m -19.4m
2c -31.7m -38.9m
3c -47.8m -58.4m
4c -63.9m -78.0m
5c -80.1m -97.6m
6c -96.3m -117.3m
7c -112.6m -137.1m
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Decrease (VAT Inclusive) Unleaded Petrol – Cost to 
Exchequer

Auto-Diesel – Cost to 
Exchequer

8c -128.8m -156.9m
9c -145.2m -176.7m
10c -161.5m -196.6m

17/10/2012WRJ00750Tax Yield

17/10/2012WRJ0080090. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated tax yield for a full 
year if the universal social charge was reformed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45113/12]

17/10/2012WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the full year yield, estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, from extending the ad-
ditional universal social charge of 3%, which is currently applicable to self-employed income 
in excess of €100,000, to all income earners at this level of income would be of the order of €71 
million.   The Universal Social Charge is an individualised charge and as such, the estimate of 
yield is based on individual incomes of more than €100,000. 

The estimated yield is based on confining the extension of the 3% rate to the portion of in-
come which is in excess of €100,000, that is, the increase is not applied to the portion of total 
income earned up to €100,000. 

The figure is an estimate from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the 
year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. It is, there-
fore, provisional and likely to be revised.

17/10/2012WRJ00950Bank Guarantee Scheme Bond Repayments

17/10/2012WRJ0100091. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to Leaders’ ques-
tions on 3 October 2012, where the Minister for Education and Skills stated the Government 
was forced to repay €1 billion to the holders of unsecured bonds in Allied Irish Bank at the in-
sistence of the EU IMF Troika, if he will provide documentation to substantiate this assertion; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45214/12]

17/10/2012WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that when 
this Government took office it attempted to implement burden sharing with senior unguaranteed 
bondholders in particular institutions that were no longer core elements of the Irish financial 
system. Intensive discussions were held with our European partners and particularly President 
Trichet of the ECB in the run-up to the announcement of our stress tests on 31st March last 
year. At that time the President believed that such action was not in the interests of Ireland or 
the Euro Area. This matter was discussed again with President Trichet on a number of occasions 
including the Ecofin meeting in Poland in September 2011.  As already indicated to the Deputy, 
AIB has an important mandate to supply credit and essential banking services across the nation. 
It is important that its business model remains intact so that it can eventually regain access to in-
ternational funding markets in a meaningful way and eliminate its dependence on the Irish state. 

Nevertheless, I would like to again reiterate that this Government is currently in discussions 
with our European colleagues in relation to securing a deal on the Irish bank debt and further 
detailed work will continue to ensure that the positive moves in Europe are harnessed to maxi-
mise the benefit to the Irish taxpayer. 
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17/10/2012WRJ01150Black Economy Issues

17/10/2012WRJ0120092. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance his views on concerns raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); if he will consider the plights of persons operating in the 
tyre industry here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45254/12]

17/10/2012WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they are very mindful of the unfair competitive advantage to be gained by those 
businesses that do not fulfil their tax obligations. As is noted in the correspondence supplied 
by the Deputy, there is already a strong focus on cash businesses, given their potential high-
risk nature.  Revenue uses a wide range of methodologies to identify those who under-declare 
their income and/or are operating in the shadow/hidden economy, and deploys the full range of 
compliance interventions to tackle those risks. Activities undertaken can include covert surveil-
lance, cold calls to businesses and venues as well as pre-arranged aspect queries on specific 
items.  I am further advised by the Commissioners that regarding the retail and wholesale motor 
vehicle parts and accessories sector, 17 Audits have been carried out so far in 2012, yielding 
€331,165.  In 2011, 37 audits were carried out in this sector, yielding  €483,070. These statistics 
are compiled from Revenue’s records and I am informed that for the purpose of their records, 
the motor vehicle parts and accessories sector includes the tyre distributor industry.

Revenue holds meetings with trade and representative bodies nationally and locally through 
the Hidden Economy Monitoring Group where the risks posed by shadow/hidden economy 
activities are discussed.  Furthermore, Revenue encourages anyone who has specific informa-
tion regarding any business that is engaged in tax evasion, to submit the details to their local 
Revenue office. 

The Commissioners also advise that their tax and duty compliance programmes are under 
constant review to ensure that they are focussed on the areas of greatest risk, including risks 
from the shadow/hidden economy.  

Lastly, regarding VAT registration, the Deputy should be aware that a trader supplying goods 
is not required to register for VAT unless their annual turnover exceeds €75,000.

17/10/2012WRJ01350Intellectual Property

17/10/2012WRJ0140093. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to a report in a Brit-
ish publication which claims that a company (details supplied) has transferred US$7 billion of 
costs for intellectual property from Switzerland via Luxemburg to this State and is being given 
tax relief in this State equivalent to US$7 billion overtime, if the Revenue Commissioners are 
aware of same and have approved any such scheme. [45258/12]

17/10/2012WRJ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am precluded from commenting on 
the tax affairs of any taxpayer, as these are confidential between the taxpayer and the Revenue 
Commissioners.  However, I wish to advise the Deputy that, under section 291A of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997, a company can claim allowances for capital expenditure incurred on 
the provision of intangible assets for the purposes of its trade. These allowances apply to ex-
penditure on a broad range of assets (e.g. patents, copyright, trademarks, know-how) that are 
recognised as intangible assets under generally accepted accounting practice.  The allowances, 
in providing relief for this expenditure, are intended to encourage companies to manage and 
develop the intellectual assets of their business. 

Allowances for an accounting period are computed by reference to the amount charged to 
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the profit and loss account in respect of amortisation of the intangible asset relative to its cost. 
Companies can alternatively opt for a write-down of expenditure over 15 years at a rate of 7 
per cent per annum and 2 per cent in the final year. As the expenditures concerned - and, ac-
cordingly, the allowances - can be for very substantial amounts, the set-off of the allowances 
against the related income is restricted. In particular, the aggregate amount of allowances and 
deductible interest on borrowings, if any, in respect of intangible assets may not exceed 80% of 
trading income (before the set-off of allowances and any such interest) related to those intan-
gible assets. This ensures that at least 20% of the relevant income will continue to be chargeable 
to corporation tax in an accounting period. Any unused allowances and interest can be carried 
forward to subsequent accounting periods for offset against trading income related to the intan-
gible assets (subject to the 80% restriction)  .

17/10/2012WRJ01550Tax Reliefs Availability

17/10/2012WRJ0160094. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the tax reliefs available to 
a person who has their jeep adopted with a swivel chair to allow access by a person with a dis-
ability with the work done by a HSB recommended person; and if where the jeep was originally 
purchased has any bearing on the entitlement to relief. [45262/12]

17/10/2012WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 
353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994 
(as amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts 
of VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme.   In respect of a disabled driver, 
where a person satisfies the Revenue Commissioners that they have paid taxes on a vehicle or 
on the adaptation of a vehicle that is specially constructed or adapted to take account of that 
person’s disablement, the vehicle has been purchased by that person, has been registered in that 
person’s name and has an engine size of less than 2,000cc, that person is entitled to be repaid 
taxes subject to a limit of €9,525.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a disabled 
driver must, due to the nature of their disability, be unable to drive a vehicle unless it is specially 
constructed or adapted for that purpose.  A vehicle will not be regarded as meeting the adapta-
tion requirement solely on the basis that it contains optional extras that are readily available 
from manufacturers or assemblers.  For example, automatic transmission is not regarded as an 
adaptation.  If a driver can drive an unadapted vehicle they do not come within the scope of the 
scheme.

In respect of a disabled passenger, where a person satisfies the Revenue Commissioners that 
they or a family member residing with them and responsible for their transportation, have paid 
taxes on a vehicle or on the adaptation of a vehicle that is specially constructed or adapted for 
use by the disabled passenger, the vehicle has been purchased by the disabled passenger or by 
the family member and has an engine size of less than 4,000cc, the person who has paid the 
taxes is entitled to be repaid taxes subject to a limit of €15,875.  Additionally, in the case of a 
qualifying passenger, the cost of the modifications must amount to at least 10% of the tax free 
cost of the vehicle.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the vehicle purchased 
must be for the use of the passenger and the vehicle must need to be specially constructed or 
adapted for the passenger to travel in it.  If the passenger can travel in an unadapted vehicle 
they do not come within the scope of the scheme.  A vehicle will not be regarded as having been 
adapted for the purposes of the scheme solely on the basis that it contains optional extras that 
are readily available from manufacturers or assemblers. 

Regulation 8 (Disabled Drivers) and Regulation 10 (Disabled Passengers) of the S.I. outline 
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the conditions under which VRT and VAT will be repaid and this includes a provision that the 
vehicle must be purchased from an “authorised person”.  I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that an authorised dealer is a person who is authorised under section 136 of the 
Finance Act 1992 (as amended) “to manufacture, distribute, deal in, deliver, store, repair or 
modify unregistered vehicles and to convert registered vehicles  ”.  Authorisation brings a num-
ber of responsibilities concerning the management and record keeping in relation to vehicles, 
responsibilities that are subject to control and scrutiny by the Commissioners.  Because of the 
significant amount of relief from both VRT and VAT available to purchasers of vehicles under 
the Disabled Drivers and Passengers scheme, it is appropriate that vehicles provided under this 
scheme should be provided by authorised dealers to facilitate the monitoring of various ele-
ments of the scheme.

The Deputy may also wish to note that comprehensive information relating to the relief 
scheme is available on the Revenue website 

(http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vrt/leaflets/drivers-passengers-with-disabilities-tax-relief-
scheme.html).

17/10/2012WRJ01750Ministerial Correspondence

17/10/2012WRJ0180095. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if he has been in contact with the 
Northern Ireland Secretary for State, Theresa Villiers, recently regarding the corporate tax rate 
in Northern Ireland; if there will be any change in the near future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45266/12]

17/10/2012WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Neither my department nor I have re-
cently been in contact with Northern Ireland Secretary of State Theresa Villiers regarding their 
corporate tax rate, either formally or informally.  The Northern Ireland Assembly is seeking a 
devolution of powers from HM Treasury for the imposition and collection of corporation tax. 
The Joint Ministerial working group examining the issues involved in devolving responsibility 
for the rate of corporation tax to the NI Executive has met on three occasions, most recently on 
25 June 2012. I understand that the working group meets again in London on 18 October.

As the Deputy will be aware, taxation is a matter of national competence and the issues 
raised in the Joint Ministerial working group are first and foremost a matter for the UK Authori-
ties.

17/10/2012WRJ01950Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRJ0200096. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the total amount of 
expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or State agency for 
which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; the 
nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was advertised for 
competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45297/12]

17/10/2012WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty could not unfortunately be collated in the time available. My Department will respond 
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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17/10/2012WRJ02150Departmental Legal Costs

17/10/2012WRJ0220097. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, of the ar-
rangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for which he has 
responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a firm of solici-
tors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ and solicitors’ 
firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each case the matter 
was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45314/12]

17/10/2012WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty could not unfortunately be collated in the time available. My Department will respond 
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/10/2012WRK00150Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRK0020098. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list 
of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to his Department such 
as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any other external profes-
sional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over the past 12 months, 
in tabular form. [45331/12]

17/10/2012WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is contained in the following table and is in respect of the period 1 October 2011 to 30 
September 2012.

Specified Person Total Relevant Payments from which Pro-
fessional Services Withholding Tax was 
deducted

A & L Goodbody Solicitors €2,829.00
Aram International Partners €100,000.00
Arthur Cox €2,107,922.86
CommBiz €41,807.83
Creative A.D. Ltd €2,935.55
Deloitte & Touche €61,552.77
Donal McNally €7,715.09
Dr. John Walsh €484.00
Hayes Solicitors €6,050.00
Matheson Ormsby Prentice €248,664.56
Mazars €113,338.50
Price Waterhouse Coopers €84,095.00
Thomas J Foley €71,217.00

17/10/2012WRK00350Proposed Legislation

17/10/2012WRK0040099. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if extended trading will be 
enacted immediately. [45358/12]

17/10/2012WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Betting (Amendment) Bill which 
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was published in July provides for extended opening hours in Bookmakers.  The extended 
opening hours will come into effect after enactment of the Bill.

17/10/2012WRK00550Tax Rebates

17/10/2012WRK00600100. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 189 of 9 October 2012, if he will confirm the amount of and reason for the refund 
payment made to a person (details supplied) in County Wexford on 15 February; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45364/12]

17/10/2012WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the person concerned submitted a claim of €226 relating to medical expenses for 
2011.  Relief is available at the standard rate of tax, which was 20% in 2011.  Therefore the 
person concerned was entitled to 20% of €226, which amounts to €45 and this is the refund he 
received as per PAYE Balancing Statement that issued on 15 February 2012.

17/10/2012WRK00750Tax Rebates

17/10/2012WRK00800101. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the 
amount of and reason for refund payment made to a person (details supplied) in Country Wex-
ford on 14 February; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45365/12]

17/10/2012WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the person concerned submitted a claim of €613 relating to medical expenses for 
2011 and also a claim of €200 relating to service charges.  Relief is available at the standard rate 
of tax, which was 20% in 2011.  Therefore, the person concerned was entitled to 20% of €813, 
which amounts to €162 and this is the refund he received on 14 February 2012.

17/10/2012WRK00950Tax Reliefs Availability

17/10/2012WRK01000102. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 77 of 4 October 2012, regarding Section 535 of theTaxes Consolidation Act 1997 and the 
CGT exemption, if payments for crash repairs which exceed the €1,270 threshold and have 
been paid by the insurer directly to the insured and not paid to the garage or shop, have a tax 
liability; if there is not also an outstanding VAT liability on the moneys paid by the insurer but 
not paid to the garage or shop and regarding the tax neutral aspect, the number of such claims 
requesting that a payment to be treated as tax neutral have been received by the Revenue Com-
missioners. [45368/12]

17/10/2012WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a car used for the purposes of a trade or profession, which qualifies for capital 
allowances is a chargeable asset for capital gains tax purposes.  Accordingly, any insurance 
recovery in respect of damage to that car is a disposal /part disposal for capital gains tax pur-
poses.  Where the car is damaged (but not a write-off) and the entire insurance monies (or all 
but an amount not reasonably required) are used to restore the car, the taxpayer can claim to 
have the proceeds not treated as a disposal at the time, in effect the gain (if any) is deferred 
pending the ultimate disposal of the car.  Where a car used for the purposes of a trade or profes-
sion is written-off and the insurance proceeds are used to acquire another car, the taxpayer can 
similarly claim to defer any capital gains tax on the gain (if any) that arises.  It is not readily 
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possible to provide details of such claims.  Where the proceeds of an insurance recovery are not 
used, as above, to repair/replace the car then the gain (if any) would be chargeable, subject to 
the annual exemption of €1,270 provided for in the capital gains tax code in the case of gains 
made by individuals.

A car used exclusively for private purposes is not a chargeable asset for capital gains tax 
purposes – it being regarded as a wasting asset. Accordingly any insurance proceeds received 
in respect of damage to such a car would not be subject to capital gains tax.

Vehicle repair and maintenance services are liable to VAT at the reduced rate, currently 
13.5% and VAT is applicable to these services regardless of who pays for the services, that is, an 
insurance company directly or a VAT-registered trader or a private individual from monies paid 
out to them under an insurance policy.  Insurance and reinsurance transactions, that is premium 
payments and insurance proceeds, are exempt from VAT.  Therefore, there is no outstanding 
VAT liability on monies paid by insurers directly to those insured for the cost of repairs since 
the trader supplying the repair services is liable to account for the VAT.

17/10/2012WRK01150FÁS Local Training Initiatives Expenditure

17/10/2012WRK01200103. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the allowances 
and funding that are currently provided to local training initiatives by FÁS in relation to train-
ing for participants and grants for supervisors, materials and administration; the amount FÁS 
may allocate to a local training initiative to cover the audit fees, as an audit is required by the 
Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44995/12]

17/10/2012WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The breakdown of the 2012 FÁS funding of €31.998 million for Local Training Initiatives is as 
follows: Training Allowances in lieu of DSP payments €18.505 million; Grants for Co-ordina-
tor and asst. co-ordinator €9.221 million; Materials & Administration €4.272 million.  Reason-
able grants are available for running costs based on actual expenditure incurred and approved 
by FÁS.  This may include audit fees where relevant.

17/10/2012WRK01350National Tree Day

17/10/2012WRK01400104. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will detail his 
Department’s involvement with the national tree day initiative; if he will consider a tree planting 
scheme in national schools for the event next year, possibly in conjunction with Coillte to fur-
ther promote the importance of trees and the environment within our communities. [44966/12]

17/10/2012WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Tree Day initia-
tive is lead by the Tree Council of Ireland.  Any consideration of my Department’s role in this 
initiative has to take account of the very difficult budgetary context in which we must operate.  
In this regard, my Department’s main focus is on maintaining, as far as possible, frontline ser-
vices for schools.

17/10/2012WRK01550Higher Education Institutions Issues

17/10/2012WRK01600105. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the DEIS 
has considered increasing the minimum number of teaching hours for lecturers employed in 
third level institutions from 16 to 18 and the projected savings that could be made to the third 
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level budget from this change. [44975/12]

17/10/2012WRK01700108. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the DEIS 
examined the benefits of introducing a third semester for third level institutions that would 
increase the teaching cycle from 24 weeks to 36 weeks a year and his further views that this 
would provide a much better training cycle for students and a possible 50% productivity in-
crease with four-year degrees being completed in less than three years. [44978/12]

17/10/2012WRK01800109. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation will be given to introducing a more robust and transparent system of performance evalua-
tion for third level lecturers that focuses on evidence of changes made in teaching practice and 
the establishment of specific teaching standards to be reached. [44979/12]

17/10/2012WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 105, 108 and 109 together.

Individual higher education institutions have autonomous responsibility for the management 
of staff resources.  While teaching hours norms are specified under standard agreed contracts 
for academic staff in the institute of technology sector, in the case of the university sector there 
would be a variation of individual teaching loads as part of overall academic duties.  Under the 
terms of the Public Service Agreement (Croke Park), revised contract terms have been agreed 
for university academics which provide for an additional hour per week to facilitate teaching 
and learning in universities.  To date this has resulted in the delivery of in excess of 100,000 
lecturing hours annually.  Based on the most conservative figures for hourly pay rates, the total 
cost if those extra hours were paid for would be €8 million annually.  A number of key provi-
sions of the academic contract have also been addressed which, among other things, deal with 
improving and strengthening performance management.  All universities have confirmed that 
these revised contractual terms now apply to all academic staff members.

In the Institute of Technology sector, flexibility in the organisation of working hours means 
that lecturing staff are available to deliver an additional two hours lecturing per week.  To date 
this has resulted in the delivery of in excess of 150,000 lecturing hours annually.  Based on the 
most conservative figures for hourly pay rates, the total cost if these extra hours had to be paid 
for would be €13.25 million annually.

These arrangements, which have been fully implemented in both sectors since the start of 
the 2011/12 academic year, allow universities and IOTs to cope with the reduction in staff num-
bers while dealing with an increase in the student population.  My Department is continuing to 
work with the higher education sector to ensure further efficiency gains within the context of 
public sector reform initiatives and the Public Service Agreement.

17/10/2012WRK01950VAT Payments

17/10/2012WRK02000106. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a breakdown of the total annual amount of VAT paid by primary and post primary schools 
in the 2011/2012 academic year. [44976/12]

17/10/2012WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does have 
data regarding VAT paid by primary and post primary schools, as requested by the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRK02150Capitation Grants
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17/10/2012WRK02200107. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
implementing variable school capitation rates which reflect the annual maintenance and run-
ning costs of schools. [44977/12]

17/10/2012WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department provides 
capitation funding to all recognised primary schools and post primary schools within the free 
education scheme.  My Department provide funding to primary schools by way of per capita 
grants, subject to a minimum grant equivalent to 60 pupils and a maximum grant equivalent to 
500 pupils.  The funding arrangements made by my Department for post primary schools reflect 
the sectoral division of our second-level system.  At the core of all arrangements is reliance 
upon capitation as the principal determinant of funding.  My Department provides funding to 
Community and Comprehensive schools on a budget basis that is based mainly on pupil num-
bers, but also take into account additional factors which vary from school to school such as age 
of buildings, size of school etc.

With regard to the VEC sector financial allocations are made to VECs as part of a block 
grant. VECs are given a high level of autonomy in the management and appropriation of this 
grant and each is allowed to distribute its allocations in line with its priorities and perceptions 
of need.  My Department provides funding to voluntary secondary schools by way of per capita 
grants.  The Deputy may wish to note that Circular 48/2009 clarifies issues relating to the al-
location of funding to voluntary secondary schools.  The circular states that capitation funding 
provided for general running costs and funding provided for caretaking and secretarial services 
may be regarded as a common grant which the Board of Management can allocate according to 
its own priorities.  I have no plans to amend the present capitation funding arrangements.

Questions Nos. 108 and 109 answered with Question No. 105.

17/10/2012WRL00075Third Level Staff Deployment

17/10/2012WRL00100110. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider implementing a review of the type of research output by third level lecturers; if he will 
consider introducing changes to the existing legislation that would mean that university staff 
would teach a set number of hours, unless they have a full-time research schedule, which is 
signed off by a high level in-house committee. [44980/12]

17/10/2012WRL00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management of staff and 
the allocation of their teaching hours is a matter for each university. The duties of academic staff 
include teaching; research; administration; engagement and scholarly activity. The balance of 
activities undertaken by each academic may vary as agreed by management in order to ensure 
fulfilment of their total work requirement. All universities have developed or are developing 
workload allocation models which are designed to ensure an equitable and transparent distribu-
tion of workloads while aiding better decision making on planning and resource allocation. In 
line with commitments under the Croke Park Agreement, a number of revisions have been made 
to the contracts for university academic staff which, among other things, deals with duties, flex-
ibility and co-operation, performance management, attendance and hours of work. In addition, 
all academic staff are required to provide an additional hour per week to facilitate teaching and 
learning in the university. All universities have confirmed that these revised contractual terms 
now apply to all academic staff members.There are already a number of processes in place to 
monitor and review research output. Performance management systems in place in universities 
consider all activities of academic staff, including research outputs. In addition, research fund-
ing agencies monitor outputs and impact from research funding awards. 
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17/10/2012WRL00250Fee Paying Schools

17/10/2012WRL00300111. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the savings 
that would be accrued from ending State subsidies to Catholic fee paying schools. [44981/12]

17/10/2012WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The expenditure for Catholic 
fee charging schools for the 2011/12 school year is outlined thus:

School No. School Ad-
dress

 Total Gross 
Teachers  

Total Gross 
Clerical Of-
ficers 

Total Gross 
SNAs 

60030V Blackrock 
College

Blackrock Co Dublin 3,734,426 46,028.92 55829.410

60040B Willow Park 
School

Rock Road Blackrock 756,830 28523.290

60100Q Castleknock 
College

Castleknock Dublin 15 2,027,419 90637.40

60120W Mount Sack-
ville Second-
ary School

Chapelizod Dublin 20 2,136,738 82749.640

60130C Loreto Abbey 
Secondary 
School

Dalkey Co Dublin 2,371,962

60140F Mount An-
ville Second-
ary School

Mount An-
ville Rd

Dublin 14 2,314,053 24603.450

60160L Notre Dame 
Secondary 
School

Upper 
Churchtown 
Road

Dublin 14 923,422 25147.510

60180R Christian 
Brothers Col-
lege

Monkstown 
Park

Dun 
Laoghaire

1,936,503 53120.390

60240J Loreto Col-
lege Foxrock

Foxrock Dublin 18 2,346,248 38,674.37 59244.670

60250M Holy Child 
Secondary 
School

Military Road Killiney 1,206,651

60260P St Joseph Of 
Cluny

Bellevue Park Ballinclea Rd 1,492,873 85650.950

60321J Rockbrook 
Park School

Edmonds-
town Road

Rathfarnham 474,368 30221.840

60340N Loreto High 
School

Beaufort Grange Rd 2,295,090 34447.890

60520P Belvedere 
College S.J

6 Great Den-
mark Street

Dublin 1 3,608,121 46,028.92 75754.530

60530S Gonzaga 
College

Sandford 
Road

Ranelagh 2,253,549

60540V Catholic 
University 
School

89 Lower 
Leeson Street

Dublin 2 1,612,135

60560E St Marys 
College

Rathmines Dublin 6 1,657,177

60561G St Michaels 
College

Ailesbury 
Road

Dublin 4 2,104,597 28526.280

60570H Terenure 
College

Templeogue 
Road

Terenure 2,715,310 34121.850



17 October 2012

81

School No. School Ad-
dress

 Total Gross 
Teachers  

Total Gross 
Clerical Of-
ficers 

Total Gross 
SNAs 

60590N St Conleths 
College

28 Clyde 
Road

Ballsbridge 1,019,781

60820E Loreto Col-
lege

53 St Ste-
phens Green

Dublin 2 2,141,803 29647.410

60892G The Teresian 
School

12 Stillorgan 
Road

Donnybrook 794,526

60930L Rosemont 
School

Temple Road Blackrock 383,001

61680T Newbridge 
College

Newbridge Co. Kildare 3,050,863 67472.20

61720F Clongowes 
Wood Col-
lege

Naas Co Kildare 1,720,782

61811I St Gerard’s 
School

Thornhill 
Road

Bray 1,796,359

62520C Christian 
Brothers Col-
lege

Sidney Hill Wellington 
Road

2,972,163 8267.730

62570R Presentation 
Brothers Col-
lege

The Mardyke Cork 2,629,206

62690E Scoil Mhuire 2 Sidney 
Place

Wellington 
Road

1,602,517 11617.370

64150F Glenstal Ab-
bey School

Murroe Co Limerick 724,418 92.380

64420I Franciscan 
College

Gormanstown Co Meath 1,414,411

65410K Cistercian 
College

Roscrea Co. 
Tipperary

1,012,965 40,072.48 

Total 59,230,268.74 170,804.69 825,676.19 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PAID TO CATHOLIC FEE CHARGING SCHOOLS 2011-
2012

Roll Number School Name 2012 2011 Sept - Dec Total
60030V BLACKROCK 

COLLEGE DUB-
LIN

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60040B WILLOW PARK 
SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60100Q CASTLEKNOCK 
COLLEGE

€0.00 €65.98 €65.98

60120W MOUNT SACK-
VILLE SECOND-
ARY SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60130C LORETO ABBEY, 
DALKEY

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60140F MOUNT AN-
VILLE SECOND-
ARY SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00
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Roll Number School Name 2012 2011 Sept - Dec Total
60160L NOTRE DAME 

DES MISSIONS, 
UPPER CHURCH-
TOWN ROAD

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60180R CHRISTIAN 
BROTHERS COL-
LEGE, DUN-
LAOIGHAIRE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60240J LORETO 
SECOND-
ARY SCHOOL, 
FOXROCK

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60250M HOLY CHILD 
KILLINEY, 
MILITARY ROAD 
KILLINEY

€0.00 €67,571.25 €67,571.25

60260P ST JOSEPHS OF 
CLUNY, BELLEV-
UE PARK, BALL-
INCLEA ROAD

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60321J ROCKBROOK 
PARK SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60340N LORETO HIGH 
SCHOOL

€16,454.29 €0.00 €16,454.29

60520P BELVEDERE 
COLLEGE, 
GREAT DEN-
MARK STREET

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60530S GONZAGA COL-
LEGE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60540V CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60560E ST MARYS COL-
LEGE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60561G ST. MICHAELS 
COLLEGE, AILS-
BURY ROAD

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60570H TERENURE COL-
LEGE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60590N ST CONLETHS 
COLLEGE

€0.00 €72,300.00 €72,300.00

60820E LORETO COL-
LEGE, ST STE-
PHEN’S GREEN

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60892G THE TERESIAN 
SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

60930L ROSEMONT 
PARK SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

61680T DOMINICAN 
COLLEGE NEW-
BRIDGE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

61720F CLONGOWES 
WOOD COLLEGE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

61811I ST GERARDS €0.00 €0.00 €0.00
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Roll Number School Name 2012 2011 Sept - Dec Total
62520C CHRISTIAN 

BROTHERS 
COLLEGE 
62520C

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

62570R PRESENTATION 
BROTHERS 
COLLEGE, 
MARDYKE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

62690E SCOIL MHUIRE, 2 
SIDNEY PLACE, 
WELLINGTON 
RD, CORK

€488,285.66 €27,467.00 €515,752.66

64150F GLENSTAL 
ABBEY SCHOOL

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

64420I FRANCISCAN 
COLLEGE 
MEATH

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

65410K CISTERCIAN 
COLLEGE

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

TOTAL €504,739.95 €167,404.23 €672,144.18

Assistative Technology funding -   Catholic Fee Charging Schools 2011-12 school year

R.N. Name of School Total
60030V Blackrock College, Blackrock, Co 

Dublin,
€4,864.40

60040B Willow Park School, Rock Road, 
Blackrock, Co Dublin,

€981.54

60100Q Castleknock College, Castleknock, 
Dublin 15,

€469.60

60120W Mount Sackville Secondary 
School, Chapelizod, Dublin 20,

€1,344.96

60130C Loreto Abbey Secondary School, 
Dalkey, Co Dublin,

60140F Mount Anville Secondary School, 
Mount Anville Rd, Dublin 14,

€1,008.00

60160L Notre Dame Secondary School, 
Upper Churchtown Road, Dublin 
14,

60180R Christian Brothers College, 
Monkstown Park, Dun Laoghaire, 
Co Dublin,

€1,101.31

60240J Loreto College Foxrock, Foxrock, 
Dublin 18,,

€788.71

60250M Holy Child Secondary School, 
Military Road, Killiney,Co. 
Dublin,

60260P St Joseph Of Cluny Secondary 
School, Bellevue Park, Ballinclea 
Rd, Killiney, Co Dublin

€500.00

60321J Rockbrook Park School, Edmond-
stown Road,Rathfarnham, Dublin 
16,

€1,094.98
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R.N. Name of School Total
60340N Loreto High School, Beaufort, 

Grange Rd, Rathfarnham,Dublin 
14

60520P Belvedere College S.J,6 Great 
Denmark Street, Dublin 1,

€1,972.77

60530S Gonzaga College,Sandford 
Road,Ranelagh, Dublin 6,

60540V Catholic University School,89 
Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2,

€1,186.49

60560E St Marys College,Rathmines, 
Dublin 6,

€490.05

60561G St Michaels College, Ailesbury 
Road, Dublin 4,

60570H Terenure College,Templeogue 
Road,Terenure, Dublin 6,

€550.00

60590N St Conleths College, 28 Clyde 
Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4,

60820E Loreto College, 53 St Stephens 
Green, Dublin 2,

€500.00

60892G The Teresian School,12 Stillorgan 
Road, Donnybrook, Dublin 4,

60930L Rosemont School, Temple Road, 
Blackrock, Co Dublin,

€1,458.00

61680T Newbridge College, Newbridge, 
Co. Kildare,

61720F Clongowes Wood College, Naas, 
Co Kildare,

61811I St Gerard’s School,Thornhill 
Road,Bray,

€819.18

62520C Christian Brothers College,Sidney 
Hill,Wellington Road, Cork,

62570R Presentation Brothers College,
The Mardyke, Cork,,

62690E Scoil Mhuire,2 Sidney 
Place,Wellington Road, Cork,

€897.20

64150F Glenstal Abbey School,Murroe, 
Co Limerick,

64420I Franciscan College,Gormanstown, 
Co Meath,

65410K Cistercian College,Roscrea, Co. 
Tipperary

17/10/2012WRL00450Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRL00500112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his Department and 
each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods 
and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the in-
voice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of 
the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of 
receipt of the invoice. [45016/12]

17/10/2012WRL00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Information on the number 
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of payments issued by my Department to suppliers in respect of goods and services is not 
maintained in the precise format requested by the Deputy.   However, pursuant to Government 
Decision S 29296 of 19 May 2009 to reduce the payment period for commercial suppliers to 
15 days, my Department publishes quarterly returns in respect of payments issued within 0-15 
days, 16-30 days and in excess of 30 days following receipt of invoices. Similarly, from Octo-
ber 2011, my Department also publishes an amalgamated return for bodies and agencies under 
the aegis of the Department.  These returns are available on my Department’s website under the 
following link: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Prompt-Payment-
Returns/Prompt-Payment-Returns-List/

For further reference, attached is a summary table of returns made in respect of payments 
issued from my Department for the year 2011

Dates No. of 
Invoices 
0-15 Days

Value € % AVG No of 
Processing 
Days

1st January 2011 to 31st 
March 2011

2,875 58,866,148.98 76.67% 9

1st April 2011 to 30th 
June 2011

4,219 94,742,856.56 83.48% 8

1st July 2011 to 30th 
September 2011

2,695 86,593,469.81 74.70% 9

1st October 2011 to 31st 
December 2011

2,736 78,275,909.53 79.28% 10

16-30 Days Value € %
1st January 2011 to 31st 
March 2011

788 3,169,857.39 21.01% 21

1st April 2011 to 30th 
June 2011

734 3,578,159.08 14.52% 20

1st July 2011 to 30th 
September 2011

747 5,579,215.63 20.70% 21

1st October 2011 to 31st 
December 2011

588 1,518,776.94 17.04% 20

30 Days + Value € %
1st January 2011 to 31st 
March 2011

87 70,938.47 2.32% 51

1st April 2011 to 30th 
June 2011

101 573,813.73 2.00% 44

1st July 2011 to 30th 
September 2011

166 307,118.81 4.60% 44

1st October 2011 to 31st 
December 2011

127 336,826.15 3.68% 71

Totals Total Value € %
1st January 2011 to 31st 
March 2011

3,750 62,106,944.84 100%

1st April 2011 to 30th 
June 2011

5,054 98,894,829.37 100%

1st July 2011 to 30th 
September 2011

3,608 92,479,804.25 100%

1st October 2011 to 31st 
December 2011

3,451 80,131,512.62 100%
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17/10/2012WRL00650Special Educational Needs Staffing

17/10/2012WRL00700113. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an application 
for a special needs assistant will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford. [45036/12]

17/10/2012WRL00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports, including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support. The 
NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of such supports 
and the staffing resources available to my Department.  All schools were advised to apply to 
the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support for the 2012/13 school year by 16th March, 
2012. All schools, including the school referred to by the Deputy, have now been advised by 
the NCSE of their SNA staffing allocation for the current school year. Details of the allocations 
which have been made to each school are available at www.ncse.ie.  In making allocations for 
SNA support for schools, the NCSE considers all of the applications made by schools for chil-
dren who have been identified in medical reports as having care needs. The NCSE also reviews 
any existing SNA provision. In cases where children have diminishing care needs, the NCSE 
may reduce SNA support for those children.   Where schools have enrolled new pupils with spe-
cial educational needs who were not considered at the time that the allocations for the 2012/13 
school year were made, or where schools are in a position to demonstrate that they cannot cater 
for the care needs of qualifying children from the level of SNA support which has been assigned 
to them, they may apply to the NCSE for additional SNA support or for a review of their SNA 
allocation.   All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may 
also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using 
the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

17/10/2012WRL00850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

17/10/2012WRL00900114. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an applica-
tion for an iPad will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford 
[45043/12]

17/10/2012WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) is responsible for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports. SENOs also make recommendations to my Department 
where assistive technology is required.   In order to qualify for equipment under the assistive 
technology scheme, a child must have been diagnosed with a physical or communicative dis-
ability and must also have a recommendation in a professional assessment that the equipment 
is essential in order to allow the child to access the curriculum. It must also be clear that the 
existing I.T. equipment in the school is insufficient to meet the child’s needs.  The NCSE oper-
ates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. I understand that the NCSE will 
be in a position shortly to forward a completed application to my Department in respect of the 
pupil in question. The application, when received, will be processed and a decision will issue to 
the school as quickly as possible thereafter.

17/10/2012WRL01050Schools Amalgamation
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17/10/2012WRL01100115. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application to amalgamate three post primary schools in Ennistymon, County Clare; 
the time frame for implementation of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45044/12]

17/10/2012WRL01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the three post primary schools in the area, that he refers to, have agreed to amalgamate to form 
a new Community School. The amalgamation can proceed when a new school building has 
been provided. In this regard, my Department has identified land suitable for the proposed new 
school building and is currently working to acquire the land in question.  In view of the need 
to ensure that every child has access to a school place, the delivery of major school projects to 
meet demographic demands nationally will be the main focus for capital investment in schools 
in the coming years.  It is not possible, therefore, to give an indicative timeframe for the pro-
gression of the project at this time.   

17/10/2012WRL01250Student Grant Scheme Applications

17/10/2012WRL01300116. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for a student 
grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45047/12]

17/10/2012WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with SUSI, the new centralised grant awarding authority, that the student re-
ferred to by the Deputy submitted a grant application after the closing date.  It is a matter for 
SUSI to determine at its own absolute discretion whether or not to accept a late application.  
The Deputy will appreciate that priority will be given to applications that were received before 
the closing date.

17/10/2012WRL01450Student Grant Scheme Appeals

17/10/2012WRL01500117. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on the appeal for a student grant; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45050/12]

17/10/2012WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), the new centralised awarding 
authority, that the grant application of the student referred to by the Deputy for the 2012/13 
academic year was refused.  SUSI has confirmed that the applicant appealed their decision and 
a determination will issue shortly.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned 
down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme 
correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the appli-
cant to the Student Grant Appeals Board.  The relevant appeal form will be available on request 
from SUSI.

17/10/2012WRL01650Student Grant Scheme Appeals

17/10/2012WRL01700118. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a third level 
student (details supplied) in County Mayo may expect SUSI to make a decision on their higher 
education grant appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45056/12]
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17/10/2012WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn) (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Of-
ficials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), the 
new centralised awarding authority, that the grant application of the student referred to by the 
Deputy for the 2012/13 academic year was refused. SUSI has confirmed that the applicant ap-
pealed its decision and a determination will issue shortly.  Where an individual applicant has 
had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI has not 
interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be 
submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will 
be available on request from SUSI.

17/10/2012WRL01850School Closures

17/10/2012WRL01900119. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the circumstances of the closure of a school (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this is the only post primary school on the 
southside of Limerick city and is located in an area of economic and social deprivation; that 
this area is part of the Southside Regeneration Project where the Government has already spent 
many millions trying to enhance the area; his views that the removal of a vital plank of the lo-
cal infrastructure would undo much of the good work done by regeneration; if he will contact 
the local vocational education committee to prevail on them to change their minds; his plans to 
ensure that pupils of the school, who would be displaced as a result of the proposed closure are 
accepted by other schools in the immediate area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45069/12]

17/10/2012WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the decision 
by the Trustees of the school, referred to by the Deputy, to phase out post-primary provision in 
the school concerned and their intention to redesignate the school to other educational activities 
such as adult, community and youth education. This decision to phase out post-primary educa-
tion was taken by the Trustees in the context of demographic changes in the area and because the 
school has experienced a steady decline in student numbers in recent years. Current enrolments 
in feeder primary schools indicate that this decline will not be reversed. With such a decline in 
numbers, the Trustees considered that it would be difficult for the school to offer a broad and 
balanced post primary curriculum. My Department has concurred with the Trustee’s decision .   
In communicating the decision to phase out post-primary provision, commencing in September 
2013 and concluding in June 2015, in the school concerned, the Trustees have indicated that 
the school will assist parents in exploring alternative school places, where appropriate, for their 
children over that period.  The National Educational Welfare Board can also assist parents in 
securing school places for their children.  The Trustees have acknowledged the contribution 
that this school has made to the local community. The Trustees have also indicated their strong 
commitment to ensuring that the future use of the school will bring additional educational ben-
efits to the local community. In that regard, the Trustees have advised my Department that it is 
their intention to consult with all relevant stakeholders and local interests to ensure maximum 
use of the campus for local community and educational needs. My Department is committed to 
considering the Trustee’s proposals regarding the school’s future use for educational purposes.  

17/10/2012WRL02050Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

17/10/2012WRL02100120. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications received to date by Student Universal Support Ireland for student grant scheme 
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45074/12]
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17/10/2012WRL02200121. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applicants that have received approval for their students grants from Student Universal Support 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45075/12]

17/10/2012WRL02300122. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications waiting to be approved by Student Universal Support Ireland for student grant 
scheme 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45076/12]

17/10/2012WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 120 to 122, inclusive, together.  Some 56,604 on-line student grant applications were sub-
mitted to Student Universal Ireland (SUSI) by the official closing date which was 31st August 
2012. SUSI is currently accepting applications after the official closing date in line with the dis-
cretion given to them under the Student Grant Scheme 2012. An additional 8,575 late applica-
tions have been received since the closing date. Priority is being given to applications received 
before the official closing date.  SUSI has completed initial assessments on a total of 60,005 of 
applications which have been approved to move to the documentary evidence stage of the pro-
cess. 5,174 applications submitted after the official closing date are awaiting initial assessment.  
The Deputy will appreciate that all of the required documentary evidence must be submitted to 
enable a final decision to be made on an application. Decisions have issued in respect of 12,670 
applications, 3,104 of which have already been awarded a grant and 9,566 of which have either 
been refused or cancelled.  In 15,459 cases no documentation has yet been furnished by the 
applicants in response to SUSI’s request. In addition, in a very significant number of cases an 
incomplete set of documentation was received and SUSI has had to make further requests to 
these students to submit the outstanding information. Where the applicant has not yet returned 
the outstanding documentation, SUSI is continuing to contact the applicants by email and text 
message to enable the applications to proceed to final decision stage.20,844 document packs are 
currently in the process of being validated by SUSI – some 83% of these are cases where the 
initial pack submitted by the applicant was incomplete. Of the packs already validated, 4,283 
are awaiting final decision, and a further 3,791 are at the final award stage.  Every effort is be-
ing made to ensure that students get decisions on their grant applications and are paid as soon 
as possible.

17/10/2012WRM00150Student Grant Scheme Appeals

17/10/2012WRM00200123. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
appeals received by Student Universal Support Ireland for student grants; the length of time it 
is taking to assess and make a decision on an appeal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45077/12]

17/10/2012WRM00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Some 848 appeals have been 
received to date by Student Universal Support Ireland. The average time it is currently taking 
to process an appeal is 27 days. SUSI aim to issue determinations as promptly as possible and 
within the specified timeframes defined in the Student Support Act, 2011.

17/10/2012WRM00350Teaching Qualifications

17/10/2012WRM00400124. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in issuing a substantive response to representations (details supplied). [45101/12]

17/10/2012WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Further to the Deputy’s ques-
tion, the situation regarding the challenges involved in the teaching and learning of Mathemat-
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ics and their consideration in my Department were outlined in this House and in subsequent 
correspondence.  By way of update on the information provided at that time, I would like to 
inform the Deputy that the postgraduate course for ‘out of field’ teachers of mathematics is now 
in place.  My colleague Minister Sherlock has recently launched the Professional Diploma in 
Mathematics for Teaching, a blended learning, two year part-time programme, available nation-
wide free of charge, at a cost of approximately €2 million in 2012, to improve the skills of maths 
teachers at post-primary level.

Provision of the course is led by the National Centre for Excellence in Mathematics and Sci-
ence Teaching & Learning (NCE-MSTL), based in the University of Limerick (UL), and will be 
accredited jointly by the UL and NUI Galway through their strategic alliance.  390 places were 
made available for the first intake and at least two further intakes are proposed.

17/10/2012WRM00550Teaching Contracts

17/10/2012WRM00600125. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of his 
response to Parliamentary Question No. 420 of 18 September 2012, if he will provide similar 
information by age band of their ages when they first started teaching in respect of primary 
teachers who first started teaching in 2012 and to date in 2012. [45155/12]

17/10/2012WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded to him.

17/10/2012WRM00750Teaching Qualifications

17/10/2012WRM00800126. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No 193 of 7 February 2012, when a reply will issue. [45223/12]

17/10/2012WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Further to the Deputy’s ques-
tion, the situation regarding the challenges involved in the teaching and learning of Mathemat-
ics and their consideration in my Department were outlined in this House and in subsequent 
correspondence.  By way of update, I would like to inform the Deputy that the postgraduate 
course for ‘out of field’ teachers of mathematics is now in place. My colleague Minister Sher-
lock has recently launched the Professional Diploma in Mathematics for Teaching, a blended 
learning, two year part-time programme, available nationwide free of charge, at a cost of ap-
proximately €2 million in 2012, to improve the skills of maths teachers at post-primary level. 
Provision of the course is led by the National Centre for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching & Learning (NCE-MSTL), based in the University of Limerick (UL), and will be ac-
credited jointly by the UL and NUI Galway through their strategic alliance.  390 places were 
made available for the first intake and at least two further intakes are proposed.

17/10/2012WRM00950Site Acquisitions

17/10/2012WRM01000127. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 66 of 10 October 2012, if his Department in prioritising the acquisition 
of a site for one school is cognisant to the broader educational needs of the area and if therefore 
the criteria applying to the selection of the prioritised site will include consideration of the pos-
sible extension of the site in the future; his views on whether an approach previously adopted 
by his Department in Athy, County Kildare, and Naas, County Kildare, represents best practice 
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in educational planning; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45255/12]

17/10/2012WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Programme for Government notes that shared educational campuses will be the preferred 
model for development of educational infrastructure in areas of demographic growth.  He cites 
some of the many examples of where such campuses have been successfully developed.  How-
ever, as the Deputy will understand, the development of such campuses has to take account of 
identified local needs, existing education infrastructural provision, the availability of suitable 
sites and other competing demands on my Department’s capital budget.  The position as out-
lined in PQ No. 66 of 10 October 2012 reflects my Department’s assessment in relation to the 
need to provide additional capacity at post primary level in the area referred to by the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRM01150School Transport Provision

17/10/2012WRM01200128. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are any 
requirements on his Department to ensure that arrangements put in place to transport children 
with special needs to school are suitable to the needs of that child. [45277/12]

17/10/2012WRM01300129. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied that 
the transport arrangements are suitable in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45278/12]

17/10/2012WRM01400130. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has received an application for an individual transport grant from a person (details supplied) in 
County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45279/12]

17/10/2012WRM01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 128 to 130, inclusive, together.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme, a pupil with special needs 
will be eligible for transport if s/he is attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, 
special class/ special school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet the child’s special edu-
cational needs under Department of Education and Skills criteria.  The purpose of the School 
Transport Scheme for Children with Special Needs is to provide a reasonable level of transport 
service for children with a diagnosed disability and/or special educational need.

School transport services are operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Department.  Fol-
lowing receipt of an application for school transport, Bus Éireann advised that the child in 
question could be accommodated on an existing service at the times outlined by the Deputy in 
the details supplied.  However, as the parent raised concerns regarding the suitability of this 
service, Bus Éireann has been requested to examine alternative arrangements and to submit a 
report.  A Special Transport Grant towards the cost of private transport arrangements may be 
provided at the discretion of the Department in certain situations including where Bus Éireann 
is not in a position to provide a transport service.  The family will be advised of the position 
regarding the availability of school transport as soon as the report from Bus Éireann is received 
and considered.

17/10/2012WRM01550Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRM01600131. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the 
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total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or 
State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was 
advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45295/12]

17/10/2012WRM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought in re-
lation to expenditure on consultancy by my Department is outlined in the following table.With 
regard to agencies under the aegis of my Department the information sought is a matter for each 
agency and is not collated centrally. If the Deputy has an interest in a particular agency then of-
ficials in my Department will request the agency concerned to provide the relevant information 
insofar as it is possible.

YEAR 2012 from 1/01/2012 to 31/08/2012

Consultant Purpose Total Cost €
Mokum Change 
Management

Oracle Training & Support 
& Oracle Functional Con-
sultancy Fees May & June 
2012 includes supply of 
service (4th schedule) vat 
at 23% (part of the Depart-
ment’s Performance Budget-
ing and Vote Restructuring 
Project

€7,522.99

Version 1 Functional and Training 
consultancy as part of the 
Department’s Performance 
Budgeting and Vote Restruc-
turing Project

€2,070.00

Pat McLoughlin (former 
CEO Eastern Health Board)

Expenses related to work 
on the Independent Panel 
set up re the establishment 
of a Single Grant Awarding 
Authority in 2011. 

€83.66

Sir Jim Rose Expenses in relation to his 
work as International Expert 
for Literacy & Numeracy 
Implementation Group 
meetings.  

€2,462.84

Analyses Mason Technical commercial 
and financial advice in the 
procurement of broadband 
services for schools

€52,040.42

Mazars Audit of Labour Market 
Activation Projects co-
funded by the European 
Social Fund (ESF) Human 
Capital Investment Opera-
tional Programme (HCI OP) 
2007-2013

€9,839.14
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Consultant Purpose Total Cost €
Deloitte 2011 Annual Declara-

tion of Assurancefor the 
leargas Lifelong Learning 
Programme and the HEA 
Lifelong Learning Erasmus 
Programme.

€16,568.10

WRC Social & Economic 
Consultants

Provision of Administra-
tive & Technical support to 
the European Globalisation 
Fund Managing Authority

€210,059.40

2012 Total: €300,646.55

17/10/2012WRM01750Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRM01800132. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 in-
clusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for 
which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a 
firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ 
and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each 
case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45312/12]

17/10/2012WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Information relevant to the 
Deputy’s question is currently being compiled. A further reply will issue to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

17/10/2012WRM01950Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRM02000133. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to his De-
partment such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any other 
external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over the 
past 12 months, in tabular form. [45329/12]

17/10/2012WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is not centrally collated and is not readily available in the format required. However, 
my officials will examine means of compiling information in respect of professional services 
provided to the Department during the past twelve months and it will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as available.

17/10/2012WRN00150Teacher Training Provision

17/10/2012WRN00200134. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it will be 
compulsory for teachers and or principals of the current junior certificate curriculum to take 
part in up-skilling and teacher training for the new curriculum commencing in 2014; if he is 
considering creating a tender for teacher training colleges to provide up-skilling for teachers for 
the new junior certificate curriculum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45341/12]
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17/10/2012WRN00300135. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if teachers will 
be incentivised financially or otherwise to seek up-skilling for the teaching of the new junior 
certificate curriculum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45342/12]

17/10/2012WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 134 and 135 together.

The implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle will enable post-primary schools 
to provide a quality, inclusive and relevant education with improved learning outcomes for all 
students, including those with special educational needs.

The framework document indicates that teachers will receive professional development in 
educational assessment, including processes of moderation, and providing feedback to students. 
Principals and deputy principals in their leadership role will receive professional development 
in curriculum leadership, educational assessment including moderation, and change manage-
ment.

Continuing professional development (CPD) will be provided on a phased basis in line with 
the roll out of curriculum changes in each subject. The CPD will be provided by Department 
funded support services in a similar manner to the support for changes in the primary curricu-
lum and the reform of the maths curriculum at post primary level.

Under their professional code, teachers are expected to take responsibility for sustaining and 
improving the quality of their professional practice by maintaining professional knowledge and 
understanding and availing of opportunities for professional development. Teachers will not be 
incentivised financially for attendance at CPD for the revised junior cycle programme. While 
attendance is not compulsory, the Department strongly encourages principals and teachers to 
avail of all relevant CPD opportunities.

At present I have no plans to create a tender for the provision of CPD.

17/10/2012WRN00450Teacher Training Places

17/10/2012WRN00500136. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, as part of 
his plan to merge teacher training colleges he is considering changing the number of teacher 
training places available in the State funded teacher training institutions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45343/12]

17/10/2012WRN00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As you are aware, I have 
accepted the recommendations set out in a report commissioned by the Higher Education Au-
thority (HEA) on the structures of initial teacher education. The purpose of the report, which I 
requested, was to identify new possible structures to improve initial teacher education in Ireland 
so that it is comparable with the best in the world.   The international panel of education experts 
recommended that teacher education be provided in six “centres for teacher education”.    The 
HEA has been requested to consult with the relevant parties and to prepare a detailed plan on 
how to implement the recommendations of the Panel. The plan should set out a road map for 
the implementation of the recommendations, including detail on matters such as timing, re-
vised organisational structures, financial and resource implications. I understand that the HEA 
are currently considering how best to progress the recommendations and are in consultation 
with my Department on these issues.    I have requested that the HEA issue their proposals on 
implementation to me by the end of this year.  The number of places available on initial teacher 
education programmes is subject to change in light of factors such as available resources and 
demand. The report makes various comments and recommendations on overall teacher supply 
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and suggests that my Department, the HEA and the Teaching Council collaborate in this regard. 
I intend to progress this matter.

17/10/2012WRN00650School Transport Provision

17/10/2012WRN00700137. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason it is not 
possible for a person (details supplied) in County Cavan to continue availing of school trans-
portation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45359/12]

17/10/2012WRN00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The school transport schemes are operated by Bus Éireann, on behalf of my Department, 
and currently transport over 114,000 children, including about 8,000 with special educational 
needs, to and from school throughout the school year.  The main objective of my Department’s 
Primary and Post Primary School Transport Schemes is to support the safe transport to and from 
school of children who would have difficulty travelling, for reasons of distance, to their near-
est school if transport is not supported.  In this regard, children are eligible for school transport 
if they satisfy the distance criteria and are attending their nearest school or education centre 
having regard to ethos and language.The person referred to by the Deputy is not attending a 
recognised school and, accordingly, does not meet the eligibility criteria for receipt of a school 
transport service.

17/10/2012WRN00850School Transport Provision

17/10/2012WRN00900138. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason it is not 
possible for a person (details supplied) in County Cavan to continue to avail of school transpor-
tation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45360/12]

17/10/2012WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The school transport schemes are operated by Bus Éireann, on behalf of my Department, 
and currently transport over 114,000 children, including about 8,000 with special educational 
needs, to and from school throughout the school year.  The main objective of my Department’s 
Primary and Post Primary School Transport Schemes is to support the safe transport to and from 
school of children who would have difficulty travelling, for reasons of distance, to their near-
est school if transport is not supported.  In this regard, children are eligible for school transport 
if they satisfy the distance criteria and are attending their nearest school or education centre 
having regard to ethos and language.The person referred to by the Deputy is not attending a 
recognised school and, accordingly, does not meet the eligibility criteria for receipt of a school 
transport service. 

17/10/2012WRN01050Property Ownership

17/10/2012WRN01100139. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
any property reverted to the State in accordance with the State Property Act 1954 following the 
dissolution of a company (details supplied) in 2010; and, if so, if he will provide details of the 
location of the property and the person currently responsible for same. [45004/12]

17/10/2012WRN01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Bri-
an Hayes): The company in question was dissolved in 2010 and all property registered to it 
has consequently become vested in the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform under the 
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State Property Act, 1954. Companies Office records indicate that the dissolved company owned 
properties in Passage West, County Cork.

There are a number of ongoing legal issues in relation to the dissolution of this company, 
which are being dealt with by the Chief State Solicitors Office.

17/10/2012WRN01250Property Valuations

17/10/2012WRN01300140. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will appoint valuation officers to each local authority; if he is taking action to address delays 
in valuations and ultimately in the collection of rates; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45144/12]

17/10/2012WRN01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Commis-
sioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his duties under the Valuation Act 2001 
and the making of valuations for rating is his sole prerogative and local authorities have no 
functions in this regard.

The appointment of officers to carry out the valuation of properties is the function of the 
Commissioner which he exercises under his powers of delegation set out in section 11 of the 
Act. The appointment of officers to undertake work on the revaluation programme is provided 
for under section 19(2) and the appointment of officers to undertake the revision of the valu-
ation lists is provided for under section 28(2).  These officers are not appointed to or assigned 
to local authorities who have no function in the organisation of their work programme. The of-
ficers, so appointed, carry out the valuation work under the Commissioner’s direction and, for 
the duration of their appointments, remain within the Commissioner’s jurisdiction.

One of the key motivations for the Valuation (Amendment) Bill, which had its second stage 
reading in the Seanad on 11th October, 2012 is the need to speed up the revaluation programme. 
Towards this end, a number of initiatives are planned such as the piloting of a self-assessment 
scheme of valuation in one local authority area, which if it proves successful could be extended 
to other areas. There is also provision in the Bill to allow for the assessment of valuations by 
contract valuers under an external service delivery scheme which is also to be initiated by a 
pilot project and which if  successful, can be further employed as the Commissioner decides. 

17/10/2012WRN01450Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRN01500141. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his 
Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the 
supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of 
receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days 
of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 
days of receipt of the invoice. [45023/12]

17/10/2012WRN01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following table shows the number of payments issued by my De-
partment to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods and services splitting the payments, as 
requested,between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 
days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 
120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of receipt of the invoice.
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Payments issued 
within 30 Days

Number of pay-
ments issued 
between 30-60 
days

Number of pay-
ments issued 
between 60-90 
days

Number of pay-
ments issued 
between 90-120

Number of pay-
ments issued in 
excess of 120 
days

516 18 1 0 4

The position in respect of the office and agencies under the aegis of my Department is as 
follows:

Name of 
Office or 
Agency 

Payments 
issued within 
30 Days

Number of 
payments 
issued 
between 
30-60 days

Number of 
payments 
issued 
between 
60-90 days

Number of 
payments 
issued 
between 
90-120

Number of 
payments 
issued in 
excess of 120 
days

State Lab  1215  0  0  0  0
Office of the 
Ombudsman

 1017  2  0  0  0

Public 
Appointments 
Service

  770  6  0  0  0

SEUPB 1687  30  8  1  5
Valuation 
Office 

1831   0  0  0  0

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and its agencies adhere to Government 
policy that payments to suppliers be made within 15 days.  However, payments are conditional 
on the supplier holding a valid Tax Clearance Certificate. In addition, there can be delays in 
processing payments in situations where an invoice has been presented by a supplier in advance 
of all the goods/services being furnished satisfactorily.

17/10/2012WRN01650Environmental Schemes

17/10/2012WRN01700142. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
action he is taking to address a recycling centre issue (details supplied) in County Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45057/12]

17/10/2012WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Recycling Centre at the corner of Sarah Curran Avenue and Grange Road is lo-
cated on land owned by South Dublin County Council. The Office of Public Works (OPW) 
which is responsible for the adjoining St. Endas Park at Rathfarnham, would greatly prefer it if 
the recycling facility in question was relocated as its general appearance distracts considerably 
from the entrance to St. Endas.  OPW has engaged with South Dublin County Council in the 
matter and will continue to do so in an effort to find an equitable solution.

17/10/2012WRN01850Parliamentary Questions Numbers
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17/10/2012WRN01900143. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the costs 
of members putting Parliamentary Questions to Dáil Éireann; the costs involved; if there is an 
average time taken to answer all questions put before Dáil Éireann. [45261/12]

17/10/2012WRN02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am not aware 
that any study has been carried out into the cost of members putting Parliamentary Questions to 
Dáil Eireann or the cost to the Exchequer of answering Parliamentary Questions. Whether such 
a study would produce meaningful financial information is debatable. The cost of answering a 
Parliamentary Question and indeed the time taken to answer all questions will vary consider-
ably according to the nature of the question asked. This would inevitably result in significant 
differences in the costs among Departments and indeed within a Department from time to time.

No staff in my Department are assigned full time to dealing with Parliamentary Questions. 
Parliamentary Questions are dealt with, as the need arises, by the staff in the sections dealing 
with the particular issue(s) raised in individual Parliamentary Questions. The number and level 
of staff and the time spent on an individual answer depends on the complexity and importance 
of the issue raised the form in which the information exists in the Department and the form of 
the proposed response, i.e. whether oral or written. Since my own Department was established 
in 2011 and to date in 2012 I have responded to some 1,600 Parliamentary Questions.  Undoubt-
edly a considerable amount of time is spent answering all these questions however it is not pos-
sible to quantify the cost for the reasons outlined above. 

As the processing of individual Parliamentary Questions is undertaken as part of the normal 
day to day work of individual sections within Departments it would be unnecessarily burden-
some to isolate the administrative costs of processing Parliamentary Questions from the overall 
administrative costs of each Department.   

It may be of interest to the Deputy to learn that my Department is currently exploring a 
range of options with a view to securing process improvement and time savings in responding 
to PQs.

17/10/2012WRN02050Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRN02100144. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies 
awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the 
matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45302/12]

17/10/2012WRN02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The follow-
ing tables sets out the expenditure on consultancy services by my Department in 2011 and to 
date in 2012.  Every effort is made to minimize costs in this area but, from time to time, certain 
specialist skills and expertise are required.
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Year Name of consul-
tancy company

Nature of work Fees to each con-
sultant

Advertised 

2012 The Innovation 
Value Institute 
N.U.I Maynooth

IT Consultancy € 12,500 ex vat No

2012 Davy Corporate 
Finance

Financial Consul-
tancy

€615 in total No.  A total of 15 
consultancy firms 
were invited to ap-
ply for the contract

2012 Grant Thornton Audit/Advisory 
Services

€31,586.40 includ-
ing vat 

A selective tender-
ing process was 
undertaken in ac-
cordance with the 
Public Procurement 
Guidelines.

2012 Richard 
Humphries,Senior 
Counsel

Legal Consultancy 43,404.55 Yes

2012 Ciara 
Kennedy,Junior 
Counsel

Legal Consultancy  8,058.40 Yes

2012 Siobhán Browne 
Associates

HR Consultancy  €1,045.5 No

2012 Accenture Consult-
ing

HR and Pensions 
Shared Service/
Public Service 
Reform Plan

€2,089,234.00 Accenture Consult-
ing was selected 
as the preferred 
bidder in November 
2011 following an 
EU procurement 
process.

2011 Canavan and Byrne Audit/Advisory 
Service 

8046.50 No 

2011 MKO Partners Ltd Audit/Advisory 
Services

€35,819.80 includ-
ing vat

A selective tender-
ing process was 
undertaken in ac-
cordance with the 
Public Procurement 
Guidelines.

2011 Red C Research Service €41,043.20 Yes
 The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform was established in 2011. Expenditure in 

relation to consultancy services from 2008 to December 2010 is covered by material pro-
vided by the Department of Finance.

   In respect of the office and agencies under the aegis of my Department the following 
table sets out the expenditure on consultancy services.

Name of Office 
or Agency

Year Name of 
consultancy 
company

Nature of work Fees to each 
consultant

Advertised 

Office of the 
Ombudsman

2011 Ballard Consul-
tancy

Architecture 2,420.00 Y

2011 Capita Business 
Services (Fex)

Financial 
Consultancy

1,666.00 Y

2011 Dr Brendan 
Williams

Planning 
Consultancy

2,500.00 N
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Name of Office 
or Agency

Year Name of 
consultancy 
company

Nature of work Fees to each 
consultant

Advertised 

2011 GBS Re Parl/
Health Svc 
Ombuds

Clinical 
Opinion

3,492.00 N

2011 Jim Hehir Financial 
Consultancy

1,500.00 N

2011 Melanie Pine Financial 
Consultancy

285.00 N

2011 Orla Twomey Financial Con-
sultancy

1,995.00 N

2011 Pathfinder 
Execution Ltd

Organisation 
Review

16,335.00 Y

2011 Social & 
Market 
Research

Client Survey 2,930.60 Y

2011 Blue Wave 
Technology

IT Consultancy 1,361.00 Y

2011 Espion IT Consultancy 1,210.00 Y
2011 System 

Dynamics
IT Consultancy 14,375.00 Y

2011 Noel Ryan & 
Associates

Financial 
Consultancy

5,544.00 Y

2011 Tierney & 
Associates

Financial 
Consultancy

2,449.00 Y

2012 GBS Re Parl/
Health Svc 
Ombuds

Clinical 
Opinion

1,839.00 N

2012 Parallel Internet 
Ltd

IT Consultancy 12,177.00 Y

2012 Noel Ryan & 
Associates

Financial 
Consultancy

3,753.00 Y

2012 Tierney & 
Associates

Financial 
Consultancy

2,743.00 Y

State Labora-
tory

2008 Conal Devine & 
Associates

Investigation 
under A Posi-
tive Working 
Environment

€1,569.25 No - under 
€5,000

2008 Polaris Human 
Resources

Investigation 
under A Posi-
tive Working 
Environment

€5,458.29 Competitive 
tender

2008 Resource Review of 
investigation 
under A Posi-
tive Working 
Environment

€4,235.00 No - under 
€5,000

2008 Atkins, Faithful 
& Gould

Review of fa-
cilities manage-
ment contract

€8,793.07 Yes - Adver-
tised by the 
Office of Public 
Works.

2008 O’Meara Con-
sulting

Internal Audit 
Service

€7,986.00 Competitive 
tender
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Name of Office 
or Agency

Year Name of 
consultancy 
company

Nature of work Fees to each 
consultant

Advertised 

2009 O’Meara Con-
sulting

Internal Audit 
Service

€11,235.71 Competitive 
tender

2010 O’Meara Con-
sulting

Internal Audit 
Service

€13,243.45 Competitive 
tender

2011 O’Meara Con-
sulting

Internal Audit 
Service

€12,245.22 Competitive 
tender

2012 O’Meara 
Consulting

Internal Audit 
Service

€13,293.23 Competitive 
tender

Valuation Office 2008 Media Group PR/third party 
advertising

€12,326 Yes

2008 Thrive Review & 
analysis

€18,892 Yes

2008 Tennyson 
Consultant 
Engineeers

Consultant 
Advice

€4,538 Yes

2008 Amarach 
Consulting

Independent 
validation 
of customer 
charter

€12,584 Yes

2008 David Rainey Report €13,853 No
2008 The Valuation 

Office Agency
Valuation Advi-
sory Service

€12,349 No

2008 Most 
Consultants

Recruitment 
Competency 
Consultancy

€1,564 No

2009 Tierney & 
Associates

Accounting 
Support

€22,578 Yes

2009 J O’Sullivan Geographic 
Information 
System Devel-
opment

€2,000 Yes

2009 The Valuation 
Office Agency

Valuation Advi-
sory Service

€23,943 No

2010 Tierney & 
Associates

Accounting 
Support

€18,817 Yes

2010 J O’Sullivan Geographic 
Information 
System Devel-
opment

€12,850 Yes

2010 J Aylward Valuation Advi-
sory Service

€19,205 No

2011 J O’Sullivan Geographic 
Information 
System Devel-
opment

€2,725 Yes

2011 Deloitte & 
Touche

Internal Audit 
Consultants

€15,736 Yes

2011 J Aylward Valuation Advi-
sory Service

€24,244 Yes

2011 D Rainey Valuation Ad-
visory/Consul-
tancy Service

€4,191 No
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Name of Office 
or Agency

Year Name of 
consultancy 
company

Nature of work Fees to each 
consultant

Advertised 

2012 Deloitte & 
Touche

Internal Audit 
Consultants

€1,469 Yes

2012 Tierney & 
Associates 

Accounting 
Support

€4,229 Yes

2012 KPMG Valuation Advi-
sory Service

€12,300 Yes

2012 BT Communi-
cations

IT Consultancy €6,103 Yes

Office of Public 
Works

2008 Beauchamps 
Solicitors

Legal 
consultancy

       1,972.00 

2008 Brooker 
Consulting

ISO 
Consultancy

     24,693.00 

2008 CB Richard 
Ellis Gunne

Property 
Management

     45,562.00 

2008 Helm 
Corporation

Financial 
Management

       1,696.00 

2008 Pricewaterhouse 
Cooper

Internal Audit 
Consultancy

       6,050.00 

2008 Quadra ISO 
Consultancy

       6,050.00 

2009 Brooker 
Consulting

ISO 
Consultancy

     18,982.00 

2009 Quadra ISO 
Consultancy

       1,118.00 

2010 Brooker 
Consulting

ISO 
Consultancy

     12,541.83 

2010 Dan O Neill IT Consultancy           250.00 
2010 Deloitte & 

Touche
Internal Audit 
Consultancy

     20,024.29 

2011 Brooker 
Consulting

ISO 
Consultancy

     10,527.00 

2012 Brooker 
Consulting

ISO 
Consultancy

       2,337.00 

17/10/2012WRN02250Departmental Legal Costs

17/10/2012WRN02300145. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State 
agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior coun-
sel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the 
barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; 
if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45319/12]

17/10/2012WRN02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment was established in 2011. Expenditure in relation to any legal advice sought from 2008 to 
December 2010 is covered by material provided by the Department of Finance.  In respect of 
2011 and to date in 2012 the following is the position:
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Year Name Fees paid Nature of the work If Advertised
2012 Richard Humphries, 

Senior Counsel
43,404.55 Legal Consultancy Yes

2012 Ciara Kennedy 
Junior Counsel

8,058.40 Legal Consultancy. Yes

The position in respect of the offices and agencies under the aegis of my Department is as 
follows: 

Valuation Office

The Valuation Office do not directly engage counsel or solicitors. Legal advices relating to 
valuation cases are requested from the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. The CSSO makes the ar-
rangements to obtain and provide the advices.  Requests for legal advices relating to administra-
tive matters are requested from the Attorney General’s Office. The legal advices are provided 
by the staff of the Attorney General’s Office. 

Public Appointments Service

Year Name Fees paid Nature of the 
work

If Advertised

2008 Matheson 
Ormsby 
Prentice

€17,000 Legal advice 
on a commer-
cial contract of 
a particularly 
complex nature

No (emergency 
situation)

2010 Mason Hayes 
and Curran

€990 + VAT Legal advice on 
drafting of disci-
plinary process 
for dealing with 
absenteeism.

Yes

Office of the Information Commissioner/Office of the Commissioner for Environmental 
Information

2011 Mason, Hayes 
& Curran

70,843 See below Y

Year Name Fees Paid Advice Sought Tender Y/N 
2011 Emily Egan 1,119 N*
2011 Catherine Don-

nelly
11,096 N*

2011 Niamh Hyland 1,725 N*
2011 Nuala Butler 4,007 N*
2011 Brian O’Moore 

SC
6,500 N*

2012 Mason, Hayes 
& Curran

27,660 Y

2012 Barry Doyle & 
Co Solicitors

7,380 N*
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The Office of the Information Commissioner engages legal advisors to act for the Commis-
sioner in relation to appeals to the High Court of review decisions of the Commissioner, and 
in relation to any subsequent appeal to the Supreme Court, to advise generally on procedural 
matters arising under the FOI Acts, to provide legal advice on the interpretation of the FOI Acts 
or of other statutes, or on other legal questions, to assist, where appropriate, in the drafting 
of decisions by the Information Commissioner or her staff under the FOI Acts; and to advise, 
where appropriate, on referring questions of law to the High Court under subsection 42(5) of 
the FOI Acts.

The Office of the Commissioner for Environmental Information engages legal advisors to 
act for the Commissioner in relation to appeals to the High Court, made under Article 13 of the 
Regulations and in relation to any subsequent appeal to the Supreme Court, to advise generally 
on matters arising from the Commissioner’s role in the Regulation or the Directive, including 
matters of European law, to assist, where appropriate, in the drafting of decisions by the Com-
missioner or her staff; and to advise, where appropriate, on referring questions of law to the 
High Court under Article 11(9) of the Regulations.

  Office of the Ombudsman

Year Name Fees Paid Advice Sought Tender Y/N 
2011 Berna Grist 2,500 See below N*
2011 Eamonn Gal-

ligan
2,359 N*

2011 Nuala Butler 2,783 N*
2011 Siobhan Phelan, 

BL
907 N*

2012 Mason, Hayes 
& Curran

4,339 Y

2012 Ita Mangan 615 N*
2012 Francis Kieran 1,750 N*
The Office of the Ombudsman engages legal advisors to provide legal advice on the inter-

pretation of the Ombudsman Act, other statutes, statutory instruments, regulations etc. as apply-
ing to bodies within remit or on other legal questions and to represent the Ombudsman in any 
legal proceedings in which the Office is involved.

Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPO)

Year Name Fees Paid Advice Sought Tender Y/N 
2011 A & L Good-

body
54,562 Y

2011 Berna Grist 2,500 N*
2011 Oliver 

P.Morahan & 
Sons

14,074 N*

2012 A & L Good-
body

72,175 Y

The Standards in Public Office Commission engages legal advisors to advise on matters 
arising relating to the functions of the Standards Commission under the Ethics in Public Office 
Acts 1995 and 2001, the Electoral Act 1997, as amended, and the Oireachtas (Ministerial and 
Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) Act 2001, including procedural matters, interpretation of 
the legislation, specific requests for advice received under the legislation, investigations under 
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the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, enquiries conducted under the Electoral Acts 
1997, as amended, and the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) 
Act 2001.

Commission for Public Service Appointments (CPSA)

Year Name Fees Paid Advice Sought Tender Y/N 
2011 Matheson, Ormsby, 

Prentice
22,098 See below. Y

2012 Matheson, Ormsby, 
Prentice

1309 (Y) The Commission for Public Service 
Appointments engages legal advisors to 
advise on matters arising relating to the 
functions of the Commission under the 
Public Service Management (Recruit-
ment & Appointment) Act (2004), includ-
ing procedural matters, interpretation of 
the legislation and specific requests for 
advice received under the legislation

  * The Offices of the Ombudsman/Information Commissioner/Commissioner for Environmental Information 
and the Standards in Public Office Commission engage legal advisors following the completion of formal ten-
der processes.  On occasion, Counsel is required to represent one of the Offices in the Courts.  In such cases, 
Counsel is generally engaged on the recommendation of the relevant Office’s legal advisors, having regard to 
the nature of the court case, the relevant expertise required and the availability of Counsel

Furthermore, the Offices are approved bodies under the Direct Professional Access (DPA) 
Scheme of the Bar Council.  Occasionally, legal advice is urgently required from a person who 
is known to have expertise in a particular area and is familiar with the work of the Office.  In 
such cases, Counsel is directly engaged under the DPA arrangements.

Office of Public Works (OPW)

The Office of Public Works uses the services of the Office of the Attorney General and the 
Office of the Chief State Solicitor (CSSO) for legal advice.  I would further advise that all pro-
curement of external counsel by the CSSO, on behalf of the OPW, was handled by that Office, 
upon the nomination of the Attorney General.

For areas which the CSSO did not have the necessary expertise, OPW entered into a service 
level agreement with the CSSO in 2005, which negotiates rates with a number of legal firms for 
the provision of legal advice.  Eight panels were formed in areas where such specialised legal 
expertise was identified as being required, and a panel of solicitors created for each area.

The costs associated with the provision of advice to the OPW by the Office of the Attorney 
General and the office of the Chief State Solicitor are borne by their respective Votes.

The table below outlines the legal services procured by OPW in the period 2008-to date in 
2012.
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Advisor 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Reason
McCann 
Fitzgerald  
Solrs

175,195.
2814,
860.20       
605.0018,
266.56 

133,571.
89112,
403.18      
2,673.00     
27,975.
37    

5,638.
6065,
710.66

39,494.
8251,
456.8812,
411.02

21,832.
5726,301.
999,098.
629,069.33

Decentralisation Program-
meNational Conference 
CentreEngineering Servic-
esProject Advice Property 
Maintenance Advice

Beauchamp 
Solrs

 2,398.22 2,590.61 4,963.32 3,450.
5916,
184.76

Procurement AdvicePerson-
nel AdviceHistoric Proper-
tiesProperty Maintenance 
Advice

William Fry 
Solrs

11,885.40 Project & Property Advice

A&L Good-
body

2,390.96 4,553.82 18,877.56 Framework Agreement 
& Project AdviceProject 
Advice

Arthur Cox 2,879.55    9,890.25 10,901.64 Procurement & Property 
AdviceEngineering Services

Senior 
& Junior 
Counsel

103,722.
93

6,436.00 External Counsel

McKeever 
Rowan 
Solrs

4,152.72 Property Advice

L.K. 
Shields 
Solrs

47,364.64 Property Advice

Patrick F 
O’Reilly & 
Co Solrs

32,972.50 12,221.00 Property AdviceEngineer-
ing Services

Maxwells 7,584.22 Property Advice
Clifford 
Chance 
LLP

27,503.44 Property Advice

Mulcahy 
McDonagh

13,721.40 Engineering Services

Nael G 
Bunni

6,670.12 9,829.58 Engineering Services

O’Keeffe 
Moore & 
Woodstock

2,258.50 Property Management 
Advice

Simon J 
Kelly Ltd

1,283.21 Property Maintenance 
Advice

J F Goold 
& Co

1,078.50 National Monuments 
Advice

Kieran T 
Flynn

1,109.52 Ministers Office Advice

State Laboratory

Year Names Fees paid Nature of the work If Advertised
2008 N/A NIL N/A N/A
2009 N/A NIL N/A N/A
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Year Names Fees paid Nature of the work If Advertised
2010 Kieran Fleck SC €1000 Legal Advice was 

sought by the State 
Claims Agency on 
behalf of the State 
Laboratory in rela-
tion to a claim for 
compensation as 
a consequence of 
incorrect test results 
being issued.

N/A

2011 N/A NIL N/A N/A
2012 N/A NIL N/A N/A

17/10/2012WRO00150Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRO00200146. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to 
his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any 
other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over 
the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45336/12]

17/10/2012WRO00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin) (Deputy Bren-
dan Howlin): The following is a list of all companies or persons providing an external profes-
sional service to my Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management 
and including any other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each 
company to my Department over the past 12 months

Person or Company Amount invoiced over past 12 months. 
DQ Networks €228,986.94 
The Innovation value Institute, N.U.I, May-
nooth

€15,375  

Siobhan Browne & Associates, €1,045.50
Step Performance Group (Donal Twomey) €2,290.00
People Resources (Deirdre Murray) €2,910.00
SEVEN (Johanna Fullerton Ltd) €4,587.55
PCS (Psychological Consultancy Services        
Ltd.)

€3,810.00

Accenture Consulting €2,089,234.00
Bearing Point €117,236.84
Copper Reed Studio €2,450.16  
Canavan and Byrne €8,046.50
James McCabe €700
Karen Ward €375
Melissa Darmody €560
Michael O’Mahony €300
Olive Bourke €380
Deloitte €39,548.85
IPAG (Ireland) Ltd €1,678.95 (paid) €3,377.90 (invoiced and to 

be paid)
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Person or Company Amount invoiced over past 12 months. 
Davy Corporate Finance €615
Grant Thornton €31,586.40
Brindley Advertisement Ltd., €3,719.83
Red C Research & Marketing Ltd. €41,043.20
Richard Humphreys,Barrister €43,404.55
Ciara Kennedy,Barrister €8,058.40

17/10/2012WRO00350Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRO00400147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his 
Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the 
supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of 
receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days 
of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 
days of receipt of the invoice. [45021/12]

17/10/2012WRO00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton) (Deputy Rich-
ard Bruton): The details of payments issued by my Department in 2011 in respect of the sup-
ply of goods and services are set out in the table below.  With regard to such expenditure by the 
Agencies under the aegis of my Department this is a day-to-day administrative matter for those 
Agencies in which I have no function.  However, I have referred the Question to the Agencies 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

- Number %
Total number of payments 
issued

6,694 100

Number of payments issued 
within 30 days of receipt of 
invoice

6,381 95.3

Number of payments issued 
between 30 and 60 days of 
receipt of invoice

231 3.5

Number of payments issued 
within 60 and 90 days of 
receipt of invoice

34 0.5

Number of payments issued 
within 90 and 120 days of 
receipt of invoice

19 0.3

Number of payments issued 
in excess of 120 days of 
receipt of invoice

29 0.4

17/10/2012WRO00550Skills Development

17/10/2012WRO00600148. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on the level of engagement and integration between the institute of technology colleges 
and Industrial Development Agency in the current national and international employment op-
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portunities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45269/12]

17/10/2012WRO00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In accordance 
with national strategy to create a knowledge driven economy, IDA Ireland engages with third 
level institutions in the development of research, development and innovation (R,D&I) pro-
grammes and skill sets requirements programmes for its client companies. The Agency also 
works closely with our higher education institutions to ensure that Ireland has a workforce with 
skills that support advanced R,D&I activities.  Moreover, the work of the Expert Group on 
Future Skills Needs, which is serviced by Forfás, and which has representatives from the key 
enterprise agencies and the education sector, is critically important in advising Government on 
the future skills needs of the economy.

I am confident that the work being done by both the enterprise development agencies and 
the higher education institutions will continue to provide us with a skilled workforce to meet the 
needs of inward investors.  In this context, I can confirm that, to date in 2012, there have been 
66 IDA Ireland supported investments with the potential to create almost 8,000 jobs.

17/10/2012WRO00750Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRO00800149. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies 
awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the 
matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45300/12]

17/10/2012WRO00900150. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date 
in 2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State 
agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior coun-
sel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the 
barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; 
if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45317/12]

17/10/2012WRO01000151. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to 
his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any 
other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over 
the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45334/12]

17/10/2012WRO01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 149 to 151, inclusive, together. 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to all three questions put down for 
answer today is not immediately available for my Department and its offices.  Collation of the 
material on all aspects involves significant input for my Department and the offices and it has 
not, despite best efforts, been possible within the short timeframe for reply to collate all of the 
information requested.

I can commit however to providing all of the information directly to the Deputy within a 
short timeframe.
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17/10/2012WRO01150Adult Education

17/10/2012WRO01200152. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if a conflict of interest exists between his former employment and current shareholding in 
a major integrated construction materials manufacturer and his role as the relevant Minister for 
Competition considering his refusal to ask the Competition Authority under Section 30 (2) of 
the Competition Act 2002 to carry out a market study or analysis of the cement, concrete and 
aggregates industry especially in view of recent revelations where the company of his former 
employment and current shareholding is accused of conducting a market eviction strategy at 
the cost of taxpayers and independent producers which has led to a loss of jobs to the economy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter which does not include the citing of sections 29 
(3) and 30 (1) (b) of the Competition Act 2002. [45371/12]

17/10/2012WRO01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am satisfied 
that no conflict of interest arises in this situation.  The obligation on me as a Minister is to de-
clare my interests which I have done.  These interests are well known.  The situation where a 
Minister might be required to step aside from a decision making process is set out by the Guide-
lines for Office Holders prepared by the Standards in Public Office Commission.

Accusations against any business of breach of competition law is matter for the Competi-
tion Authority and I have no function in this matter.  The Competition Authority is the statutory 
body responsible for the enforcement of competition law in the State.  Section 29 (3) of the 
Competition Act 2002 provides that the Authority is independent in the performance of its func-
tions.  Under section 30(1)(b) of that Act, the Competition Authority is responsible for investi-
gating alleged breaches of the Act.  Investigations and enforcement matters generally are part of 
the day-to-day operational work of the Authority and I have no direct function in these matters.  

Separately, under section 30 subsection (1) of the 2002 Act, the Authority can study and 
analyse any practice or method of competition affecting the supply and distribution of goods 
or the provision of services or any other matter relating to competition.  Availing of this provi-
sion the Authority has carried out a number of in-depth market studies in various sectors of the 
economy including professions, banking, transport, private health insurance and the grocery 
sector.  The Authority has published its reports into these sectors and made recommendations 
aimed at improving competition in these areas.  This work which is often referred to as a market 
study generally involves a detailed economic analysis of a sector in its entirety. 

Under section 30 subsection (2), I, as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, can 
request the Competition Authority to carry out a study or analysis of any practice or method of 
competition affecting the supply and distribution of goods or the provision of services.  Such a 
request however is not a request to carry out an investigation into alleged criminal behaviour.  
One exercise involves an in-depth economic analysis of a market; the other involves a criminal 
investigation into alleged breaches of the law.

In its 2011 Annual Report the Competition Authority acknowledges that allegations of anti-
competitive activities in the concrete and cement industries are being investigated by it on foot 
of information received.  Furthermore, I understand court cases are ongoing in relation to these 
matters.  In these circumstances it is inappropriate for me to request the Authority to carry out 
a market study in this area or to comment further on the matter.

17/10/2012WRO01350Social Insurance Payments

17/10/2012WRO01400153. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is still case that 
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hospital consultants who treat private patients in public beds pay no PRSI on that income; if this 
is still the case her plans to change this situation and provide a timeline for same; the amount 
this will be worth to the State on an annual basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45348/12]

17/10/2012WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Permanent and pensionable em-
ployees in the public service, other than those who were recruited after 6 April, 1995, are liable 
to pay social insurance contributions at modified PRSI rates.

Subject to having the required number of PRSI contributions, employees who pay modified 
contributions may be entitled to the following payments:-

(a) - widow’s/widower’s (contributory) pension; 

(b) - guardians payment (contributory);

(c) - bereavement grant, and

(d) - carer’s benefit.

Modified rate contributions are not reckonable for establishing entitlement to State pension 
(contributory).

While these workers currently pay modified rate of PRSI on earnings derived from their civ-
il-public service employment, they do not pay PRSI on any other streams of income, whether 
that additional income is earned from a trade or profession or from unearned sources such as 
income from dividends, deposits and savings and from overseas investments.

It is not possible at this stage to give any reliable estimate of additional revenue to be raised 
from such measures.  Any proposal to bring additional sources of income within the base on 
which PRSI is charged would have to be considered taking account of all of the implications, 
including the potential for providing access to additional social insurance entitlements.

However permanent and pensionable employees in the public service recruited after 6 April 
1995 are liable to pay social insurance contributions at the class A rate on all their earned in-
come. 

  Question No. 154 withdrawn.

17/10/2012WRO01650Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

17/10/2012WRO01700155. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason rent supple-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied) has not been paid to them. [44986/12]

17/10/2012WRO01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On 26th July 2012, a claim for 
rent supplement from 16th January 2012 was submitted to my Department from the person con-
cerned.  Requests for further information in support of his were sent to him on three occasions, 
the most recent of which was 13th September 2012, but no response has been forthcoming.  
Upon receipt of the required information, the claim from the person concerned will be assessed.

17/10/2012WRO01850Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

17/10/2012WRO01900156. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will amend the 
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legislation to allow community welfare officers to have more leniency and to be able to make 
decisions on a discretion basis towards larger families on rent supplement, as current legislation 
is restricted to two adults with three children. [44988/12]

17/10/2012WRO02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  The overall aim is to provide short 
term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by 
the Exchequer.  There are currently approximately 90,000 rent supplement recipients for which 
the Government has provided €436 million for 2012. 

Rent supplements are subject to a limit on the amount of rent that an applicant for rent 
supplement may incur.  Maximum rent limits are set out for certain family categories in regula-
tions.  Families with more than three children are not covered by these regulations.  Such fami-
lies are advised to contact the Department’s officer dealing with their rent supplement claim 
who will assist the family and determine the appropriate accommodation and rent limit for their 
circumstances.

17/10/2012WRO02050Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRO02100157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by her Department and each 
agency within the remit of her Department to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods and 
services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the invoice; 
between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of the in-
voice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of receipt 
of the invoice. [45024/12]

17/10/2012WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion endeavours to make payments to its suppliers within the shortest timescale possible.  The 
following table outlines the number of payments for the supply of goods and services issued by 
my Department in 2011:

- No. of Payments %
Within 30 days 16,794 95.22
31 - 60 772 4.38
61 - 90 35 0.19
91 - 120 14 0.08
121 days or more 22 0.13
Total 17,637 100
The Agencies under my remit are compiling the information sought by the Deputy.  My of-

ficials will transmit this information in the next week.

17/10/2012WRP00200Social Welfare Fraud Cost

17/10/2012WRP00300158. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will update Dáil 
Éireann on savings that have been made in the social welfare budget through detection of fraud; 
if she will provide this information on a district basis and in tabular form; and if she will make 
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a statement on the matter. [45030/12]

17/10/2012WRP00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A key priority for my Department 
is to ensure that fraudulent activity within the social welfare system is vigorously prevented and 
combatted. Social welfare fraud undermines public confidence in the entire system as well as 
being unfair to other recipients of social welfare payments and taxpayers.

For 2012, my Department has a target of reviewing 985,000 individual welfare claims and 
achieving €645 million in control savings. Up to the end of August 2012, some €456 million in 
estimated control savings has been reported and over 821,000 reviews have been carried out.  
Control savings are not all recorded on a district basis, therefore I am providing the information 
on the €456 million in savings by scheme type.  

The table gives a breakdown of the control savings recorded up to end Aug 2012.

SCHEME Amount of control savings €m
Jobseeker Allowance & Benefit 59
Illness Benefit & Medical Review Assess-
ment

36

Disability Allowance/Invalidity Pension 20
State Pension Non Con & Estates 50
State Pension Con./Transitional Pension 57
One Family Parent 82
Widows/Widowers/Survivors & Civil Part-
ners

34

Maintenance Recovery Unit 2
Child Benefit 66
Carers 9
Family Income Support 13
Free Schemes & Others 9
PRSI                                                             5
SWA 14
TOTAL 456

It is important to point out that control savings are an estimate of the value of the various 
control activity across the schemes in payment.  They do not include any cases of departmental 
error or any cases where the customer voluntarily told the Department of a change in their means 
or circumstances, which resulted in an adjustment to their rate of payment.  Control savings are 
not actual monies recovered by the Department but are a good indication of the increase in so-
cial welfare expenditure that would occur without these activities taking place.  These activities 
also have a deterrent or knock-on effect, which are not readily quantifiable in monetary terms.  
Control savings are used as a performance indicator for year-on-year activities.

My Department is very conscious of its obligation to protect public money and is determined 
to ensure that abuse of the system is prevented and is dealt with effectively when detected.

17/10/2012WRP00500Child Benefit Payments

17/10/2012WRP00600159. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated number 
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of households with an income in excess of €100,000 in receipt of child benefit. [45048/12]

17/10/2012WRP00700175. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimate number 
of households with an income in excess of €100,000 in receipt of child benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45272/12]

17/10/2012WRP00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
159 and 175 together. 

Child Benefit is paid to around 600,000 families in respect of some 1.14 million children. 
It is a universal payment that assists parents with the cost of raising children and contributes 
towards alleviating child poverty. It is expected that some €2 billion will be spent on Child 
Benefit in 2012. 

In order to make a reliable estimate of the numbers of households with incomes of over 
€100,000 per annum where child benefit may be in payment would not only require current 
household income data but also detailed specifications of the definition of income, what time 
period was to be considered, whose income was to be included, for example in cases where the 
child is residing with one or more income-earners who are not their biological parent.   

Given the universal nature of child benefit, claimants are not asked to make a declaration 
of their household composition or of their current or recent income or that of other members in 
their family or of any other people with whom they may be residing.  It is not possible therefore 
to make a reliable estimate of the numbers of households with incomes of over €100,000 per 
annum where child benefit may be in payment.  

  Question No. 160 withdrawn.

17/10/2012WRP01200Social Welfare Code Issues

17/10/2012WRP01300161. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 340 of 9 October 2012, the formula set out in legislation used to calculate 
means for a property; if he will provide an example of what the means of a property valued at 
€145,000 would be subject to and another for a property valued at €175,000; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45079/12]

17/10/2012WRP01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In assessing means for social as-
sistance purposes, account is taken of any cash income the person may have, together with 
the value of capital and property excluding the family home, land farmed by the person or 
commercial premises used in the course of the business of the claimant.   The yearly value of 
property and capital is assessed on a notional basis. In the case of property, the market value 
is established and any outstanding mortgages on that property are deducted before assessment. 
The first €20,000 of combined capital and property is then disregarded (€50,000 in the case of 
disability allowance and €5,000 in the case of supplementary welfare allowance).

The balance is assessed by reference to a formula. The first €10,000 of the balance is as-
sessed at €1 per week per €1,000. The next €10,000 is assessed at €2 per week per €1,000 and 
any remaining capital is assessed at €4 per week per €1,000.

The weekly means assessable in the case of jobseeker’s allowance, for example,  in relation 
to a property valued at €145,000 is €450 and €570 in the case of a property valued at €175,000. 
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17/10/2012WRP01500Disability Allowance Appeals

17/10/2012WRP01600162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the decision to disallow disability allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45081/12]

17/10/2012WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for disability al-
lowance was received from the person concerned on the 13th June, 2012.  This application was 
referred to one of the Departments’ medical assessors who found that the person concerned was 
not medically eligible for disability allowance. A letter issued on 13th   September, 2012 refus-
ing the allowance. The person was advised that if they wished to have the decision reviewed 
they should forward any further medical evidence in support of the claim within 21 days from 
the date of the letter or, alternatively, the person was advised he could appeal the decision to the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

The Department has no record of a request for a review or a letter of appeal from the person 
to date.

17/10/2012WRP01800Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

17/10/2012WRP01900163. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for rent supplement in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45082/12]

17/10/2012WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is awaiting a 
response to a request for further information in support of the application for rent allowance 
from the person concerned. A decision on the application will be made as soon as the required 
information is received. 

17/10/2012WRP02100Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/10/2012WRP02200164. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite the 
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45100/12]

17/10/2012WRP02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 11th July 2011. 
This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who found that the 
caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter issued on the 15th   
May 2012 refusing the allowance. 

The person concerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office and sub-
mitted further medical evidence in support of the appeal which was received on the 7th   June 
2012. This medical evidence was forwarded to the Department’s medical assessors for further 
consideration and is awaiting medical assessment. If the opinion of the medical assessor is that 
the caree is medically eligible, a revised decision will be made and the person in question will 
be contacted directly with the outcome. If the outcome remains unchanged a submission will 
be prepared and the file and papers will be forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for 
determination.    Question No. 165 withdrawn.
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17/10/2012WRP02700National Internship Scheme Numbers

17/10/2012WRP02800166. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update on her statement in Dáil Éireann (details supplied) that she would seek to make gradu-
ate architects eligible for the Jobbridge scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45115/12]

17/10/2012WRP02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The National Internship Scheme, 
JobBridge, was launched on 1st   July 2011. It provides internship opportunities of either 6 or 
9 months for unemployed individuals at all skills levels. The aim of JobBridge is to assist indi-
viduals in breaking the cycle where they are unable to get a job without experience. It provides 
them with an opportunity to gain valuable experience, relevant knowledge and skills within a 
working environment. The Scheme is open to organisations in the private, public and commu-
nity or voluntary sectors. 

The JobBridge Scheme has made significant progress to-date since it came into operation on 
the 1st July 2011. 11,010 internships have commenced to date with 5,082 participants currently 
on an internship as at 11th October 2012 and 2,253 opportunities presently advertised on www.
JobBridge.ie .

As you are aware given the success of the programme, I asked my Department to review the 
criteria for availing of the programme to ensure that the scheme gives opportunities to as many 
as possible so that they can benefit from the success of the programme. As part of this broader 
review process the scheme criteria were widened to include One Parent Family Payment and 
Disability Allowance recipients who have been eligible to participate on JobBridge as of the 
28th May 2012.

Currently, the JobBridge Scheme requires that an internship should not be part of a training 
contract (e.g. as part of a training course for a professional qualification from the Law Society 
or one of the Accountancy Bodies or Architects). In addition, the programme currently limits 
access to full time third level education during the time they are with the host organisation.  

The rationale behind this approach is that such training contracts with professional bodies 
come with terms and conditions including remuneration. In such circumstances, it is not ap-
propriate to use an initiative such as the JobBridge scheme when training contracts are in place.  

However, it must also be articulated that the Scheme is open to Host Organisations to pro-
vide internship opportunities for qualified architects. Furthermore, I can advise that existing 
terms and conditions of the Scheme including eligibility criteria will be re-examined as part of 
the independent evaluation of the Scheme currently being undertaken by Indecon International 
Economic Consultants. 

This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and impact of the JobBridge Scheme, it 
will provide details of the nature of the work experience of the participants; a measurement of 
the relevance of that experience to the labour market and progression into employment. When 
published the report will also present recommendations on how the Scheme might be improved. 
It is at this stage that further consideration will be given to amending the terms and conditions 
of the Scheme.

It is worth noting that there are eight architect internship vacancies currently advertised on 
the JobBridge website www.jobbridge.ie .  

17/10/2012WRP03000Family Income Supplement Applications
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17/10/2012WRP03100167. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection if, in view of the very 
considerable delays in relation to processing claims for family income supplement, she will 
consider processing all new claims as a priority and leaving ongoing claims in payment until 
such time as her Department has time to review these; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45146/12]

17/10/2012WRP03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to 
providing a quality service to all its customers.  This includes ensuring that applications are 
processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible.  

The average waiting time for new family income supplement (FIS) claims at the end of 
September was 18 weeks and for renewal applications was 19 weeks.  At the end of September, 
there were 7,020 new FIS applications and 8,344 renewal applications awaiting decision. The 
volume of FIS claims on hands and the delays in processing are a consequence of continued 
strong claim intake.  

An in-depth business process improvement (BPI) project has recently commenced for the 
FIS scheme.  This project will focus on optimising output and customer service and the elimina-
tion of backlogs.   The project is undertaking a detailed examination of workloads and capacity 
from which a plan will be developed and implement to allow the normal weekly new claim 
intake to be processed without delay and the backlog to be ring-fenced and eliminated over a 
specified target period.

While all options for the elimination of backlogs are being actively considered, there are no 
plans at present to permit FIS payment to continue at the existing rate while awaiting renewal.

17/10/2012WRP03300Departmental Staff Recruitment

17/10/2012WRP03400168. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to increase 
staff in her Department local office (details supplied) in County Mayo. [45150/12]

17/10/2012WRP03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The staffing needs for all offices 
within the Department are continuously reviewed, having regard to workloads, management 
priorities and the competing demands arising, to ensure that the best use is made of all available 
resources with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes oper-
ated by the Department. 

The HR Division of my Department will continue to source available staff to fill priority 
vacancies by way of redeployment, or transfer from within the Department and other Govern-
ment Departments, taking account of the Employment Control Framework (ECF) target, as 
determined by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

A temporary Clerical Officer has recently been assigned to the Ballina office to support the 
roll out of the Public Services Card nationwide.  In addition, we are working to fill an Execu-
tive Officer vacancy which is deemed to be a priority post.  While there are no further plans to 
increase the staffing levels at this time, any vacancies in the office which are deemed to be a 
priority will be filled taking account of the Department’s ECF. 

17/10/2012WRP03600Child Care Services

17/10/2012WRP03700169. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an up-
date on childcare policy in the context of her own Department’s role in this area, with particular 
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reference to recent consultation with other Departments, her recent visit to Sweden, any pro-
posals she intends to bring forward; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45152/12]

17/10/2012WRP03800171. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will update Dáil 
Éireann regarding consultation between lone parent groups and various Government Depart-
ments regarding the working childcare model based on Scandinavian countries and other pro-
posals for consideration as stated earlier this year. [45215/12]

17/10/2012WRP03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
169 and 171 together. 

The inter-departmental group (IDG) on school-age childcare consists of representatives from 
the Department of Social Protection, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, (DCYA) 
– which is the lead Department in relation to child care policy and provision – and the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills.

The role of the group is to explore the best possible model for enhancing the provision of 
school-age childcare to assist in meeting the childcare needs of the customers of my Depart-
ment, including lone parents.  The model in question will seek to address the childcare re-
quirements of children aged between 7 and 12 (inclusive) and will also address the child care 
required during both the school term and the school holidays.

Extensive work has been completed by the IDG to quantify the level of school-age child-
care required to support the relevant social welfare income support recipients, in particular lone 
parents, for each year up to and including 2015. An examination has been completed of exist-
ing childcare schemes and the capital investments already made by DCYA in this sector. It is 
intended to submit proposals on school-age childcare to Government for their consideration.  

Officials in the Department have also met with some of the representative groups to discuss 
a number of issuing affecting lone parents including their initial views in relation to childcare.   
In addition to this work, I have had the opportunity, with my officials to examine the Swedish 
childcare system. The information and experience gained will provide valuable input to the on-
going work of the IDG on school-age childcare.   

Question No. 170 withdrawn.

Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 169.

17/10/2012WRQ00350Pension Provisions

17/10/2012WRQ00400172. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide de-
tails of the number of recipients who are in receipt of a reduced rate State contributory pension 
arising from the changes introduced from 1 September 2012 to the yearly average bands; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [45217/12]

17/10/2012WRQ00500173. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide de-
tails of the number of recipients who are in receipt of reduced rate State contributory pension 
arising from their eligibility for having a yearly average of at least 10 full rate contributions 
paid and or credited from the date of entry into insurance to the end of the last full contribution 
year before reaching age 66 years. [45218/12]

17/10/2012WRQ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
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172 and 173 together.

There is an important context to the proposed changes to State pension provision.  Given the 
scale of the fiscal crisis and because spending on social protection accounts for nearly 40% of 
current Government expenditure, you will appreciate that savings have to be found in the social 
welfare system.

As social structures in Ireland are changing rapidly, the structures of our social support need 
to change to accommodate this and the changes to State pension have been made in the context 
of changing demographics and the fact that people are living longer and healthier lives. This 
has obvious and significant implications in relation to the future costs of State pension provi-
sion given that the period for which a pension will be paid will be greater than the current time 
period.  

In addition to the budgetary imperative, there is an important long-term policy context for 
the proposed changes to State pension, which includes reform of pension rate bands and gradual 
increases in age of retirement for State pension There are currently six people of working age 
for every pensioner and this ratio is expected to decrease to approximately two to one by 2050.  
Therefore, the task of financing increasing pensions will fall to a diminishing share of the popu-
lation.

The State pension is a very valuable benefit. Therefore, it is important to ensure that those 
qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund over their working 
lives.  Recent changes to State pension supports the direct link between contributions made and 
the rate of pension received which underpins State pension policy.  By aligning the rate of pen-
sion paid with the contribution made ensures that those who contribute more during a working 
life benefit more in retirement than those with lesser contributions.  

The change in relation to State pension (contributory) introduced in legislation from 1st  
September 2012 set out a wider graduation of yearly average bands and corresponding pension 
rates. The aim of this change is to ensure that the rate of pension entitlement is more closely 
related to the level of social insurance contributions a person has paid (including credited con-
tributions, where applicable) over their working lives. 

Overall, there are currently 308,752 State pension (contributory) claims in payment, at 
maximum and reduced rates. Of this number, there are 107,549 State pension (contributory) 
claims in payment at a reduced rate, where the claimants have a contributions yearly average 
of between 10 and 47. Everyone in receipt of a State pension (contributory) has a contributions 
yearly average of at least ten paid contributions as this is one of the qualifying criteria.

The changes introduced from 1  September 2012 only affected those who qualified for 
State pension (contributory) after that date and who had an average of between 10 and 39 con-
tributions per year. The maximum rate of pension remains unchanged and the rate payable to 
people with an average of between 40 and 47 contributions per year also remains unchanged.  
However, those who have fewer contributions will receive a lower rate of pension.  This change 
moves somewhat closer to the total contribution approach where those who pay more, benefit 
more. Since 1 September 2012, 1,800 claimants have been awarded a pension below the 98 per 
cent maximum rate.

It is important in assessing any rates of payment that we focus on the real impact of social 
welfare payments. In this regard, it should be noted that older people do not experience the lev-
els of poverty that existed in the past. This can be clearly seen in a wide range of data such as 
the significant reduction in the ‘risk of poverty’ rate from 27.1% in 2004 to 9.6% in 2010. The 
consistent poverty rate over the same period also declined from 3.9% to 0.9%.
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Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

17/10/2012WRQ00700174. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason relocation 
assistance is not available for people on jobseeker’s allowance; if relocation assistance is avail-
able to people who wish to go abroad to take up a job offer. [45221/12]

17/10/2012WRQ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An unemployed person may qual-
ify for jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance. Jobseeker’s benefit is based on a person’s 
social insurance record and jobseeker’s allowance is based on weekly means. A fundamental 
qualifying condition for a jobseeker’s payment is that a person must be available for full-time 
work.

Under EU Regulations, in certain circumstances a person on jobseeker’s benefit may retain 
payment for a period of up to 13 weeks, while seeking work in another EU Member State. 
However, it is not possible to transfer jobseeker’s allowance in the same way.  Jobseeker’s al-
lowance is listed by EU Regulation 883/2004 as a special non-contributory cash benefit and, 
as a result, it is paid “exclusively in the Member State in which the persons concerned reside, 
in accordance with its legislation”.  A jobseeker’s allowance customer, to retain his or her pay-
ment, is therefore required to remain in the State. 

Locally, however, arrangements may be made between a local office and a person on job-
seeker’s allowance, permitting the person to travel abroad for a job interview or a short holiday.

A person who travels abroad to take up a job offer would not be entitled to jobseeker’s al-
lowance as they would not be available for full time work and would not be resident in the State. 
Additionally, there are no plans to introduce an assistance payment for persons who wish to go 
abroad to take up a job offer.

Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 159.

Live Register Numbers

17/10/2012WRQ01000176. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will direct 
the jobs facilitator at a location (details supplied) to provide details of the numbers of persons 
currently on the live register living in different districts of Dublin Central; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45284/12]

17/10/2012WRQ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the most recent sta-
tistics available to my Department, which are based on addresses provided by people making a 
claim for an unemployment payment, there are currently approximately 392 persons who state 
that they reside in the East Wall area of Dublin and who are signing on the Live Register.

Should additional information be required the organisation concerned should contact the 
Manager of the Social Welfare Local Office at Kings Inns St, Dublin 1.

Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRQ01200177. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the 
total amount of expenditure on consultancy by her Department, any body under her aegis or 
State agency for which she has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
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contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was 
advertised for competitive tender [45303/12]

17/10/2012WRQ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): My De-
partment engages a range of consultants (individuals or organisations) to provide intellectual or 
knowledge based services (expert analysis and advice).   

Total expenditure on the engagement of consultants by my Department for the years 2008 
to the end of September 2012 is set out below and consultancies involved are detailed in the 
following tables.

2008 (Outturn) €1,919,600
2009 (Outturn) €1,145,917
2010 (Outturn) €596,663
2011 (Outturn) €893,056
2012 (to end of September) €593,669

The majority of expenditure on consultancy expertise is to support the Department in imple-
menting a multi-annual service delivery modernisation programme to enhance the efficiency 
and quality of delivery of services to customers.  Further technical consultancies relate to the 
on-going development of the Department’s extensive information technology systems.

All goods and services are procured in accordance with EU directives, and Department of 
Finance and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform procedures.  Procurement without 
competitive tender is only done in exceptional circumstances, and in accordance with criteria 
set out in EU Directive 18/2004 and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform procedures. 
As requested by the deputy, the spread-sheet below highlights any instances where such pro-
curements are undertaken without competitive tender.

Article 31 of EU Directive 18/2004 sets out particular circumstances for use of single or 
restricted tendering for procurements of goods or services over the EU threshold, currently 
€130,000 (VAT exclusive) for Government Departments; justifications include particularly un-
foreseeable extreme urgency or exclusive technical expertise of selected provider of services, 
or proprietorial nature of goods required. These conditions are also used in the Department 
as guidelines in determining the suitability of single tenders in the cases which are below EU 
threshold. 

The bodies operating under the aegis of the Department are the Citizens Information Board, 
the Pensions Board, the Pensions Ombudsman, and the Social Welfare Tribunal.  Details are 
provided in relation to the Citizens Information Board and the Pensions Board. Neither the Pen-
sions Ombudsman nor Social Welfare Tribunal incurred any expenditure over the period.

YEAR: 2008

COMPANY/PERSON PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender (Y/N)

Naked Objects Business Objects Model-
ling Advice and Exper-
tise (Service Delivery 
Modernisation Pro-
gramme) 

€434,995 Y

Accenture Strategic Review of Cli-
ent Eligibility Services                                        

€368,573 Y
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COMPANY/PERSON PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender (Y/N)

Grant Thornton Strategic Review of Cus-
tomer Facing Services

€183,781 Y

Mel Cousins Equality Review of So-
cial Welfare Code

€125,062 Y

ERSI Assessment of impact of 
tax and welfare policy

€150,000 N

Ernst & Young Information Security 
Support

€120,000 Y

Deloitte IS Audit Consultancy €118,403 Y
Hewlett Packard Ireland 
Limited

Implementation of Cen-
tralised Infrastructural 
Management System

€81,266 Y

WRC Social & Econom-
ic Consultants

Review of Activation & 
Family Support Pro-
gramme

€77,552 Y

Millward Brown Family Income Supple-
ment - Uptake Research 
Project 

€65,606 Y

ERSI National Employment 
Action Plan (NEAP) 
Evaluation

€51,847 N

Lan Communications Network Security Con-
sultancy

€37,455 Y

Rits Information Security Forensic Investigation 
Services

€30,454 Y

ERSI Live Register Customer 
Profiling

€24,200 N

ERSI Measurement & analysis 
of levels of consistent 
poverty

€16,000 N

Camille Loftus Welfare to work review €14,000 N
Conal Devine Associates CORE Functions - 

Organisational Design/
Development and Con-
figuration & Transition 
Management

€10,905 Y

Accenture DSFA Corporate Tax-
onomy                                      

€5,569 Y

Technical Guidance Pensions Policy Report €3,448 N
Open Interface Website Design (Office 

of Social Inclusion)
€484 Y

YEAR: 2009

COMPANY/PERSON PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive 
tender (Y/N)

Naked Objects Group Ltd Technical Development 
Advice (Service Delivery 
Modernisation Programme)                                             

€216,906 Y
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COMPANY/PERSON PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive 
tender (Y/N)

Naked Objects Group Ltd Business 
Objects Modelling Advice 
and Expertise 
(Service Delivery Modernisa-
tion Programme)                            

€169,857 Y

Accenture Business Process Improvement                                         €152,297 Y
ERSI SWITCH Model €150,000 N
Deloitte & Touche Information Systems Audit 

Consultancy
€99,731 Y

Ernst & Young Provision of a Security Partner 
to provide ongoing Informa-
tion Security Support

€98,415 Y

ESRI Analysis & Measurement 
of Deprivation & Poverty in 
Ireland

€64,265 N

A&L Goodbody Solicitors Pensions Policy Advice €32,659 Y
ESRI National Employment Action 

Plan Evaluation
€26,031 N

ESRI Live Register Customer 
Profiling

€24,300 N

WRC Economic Consultants Review of Activation & Fam-
ily Support Programme

€19,440 Y

Deloitte & Touche Provision of Forensic Investi-
gation Services

€6,560 Y

Prof. Mansel Aylward Review of Protocols for Medi-
cal Referral Case Management 
Project

€437 N

*In addition to the consultants engaged by the Department set out above, €85,018 was paid 
by the Department to support the external research program of the Combat Poverty Agency.

YEAR: 2012

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for com-
petitive tender (Y/N)

ESRI SWITCH Model €150,000 N
Naked Objects 
Group Ltd

Technical Develop-
ment Advice (Ser-
vice Delivery Mod-
ernisation Program
me)                                             

€137,255 Y

Naked Objects 
Group Ltd

Business Objects 
Modelling Advice & 
Expertise (Service 
Delivery Modernisa-
tion Programme)

€105,289 Y

Deloitte & Touche Information Systems 
Audit Consultancy

€67,175 Y
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COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for com-
petitive tender (Y/N)

ESRI Activation: Cus-
tomer Profiling + 
Case Management 
(APCM) 

€36,602 N

PA Consulting Group ePayments RFI 
Evaluation

€34,058 Y

Ernst & Young Provision of a 
Security Partner to 
provide ongoing 
Information Security 
Support

€29,889 Y

ESRI National Employ-
ment Action Plan 
(NEAP) Evaluation

€25,924 Y

Deloitte & Touche Provision of Confi-
dential Forensic In-
vestigation Services

€8,671 Y

Camille Loftus Feasibility Study on 
Introduction of Sin-
gle Social Assistance 
Payment for People 
of Working Age

€1,800 N

YEAR: 2011

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for com-
petitive tender (Y/N)

Accenture Business Process 
Improvement                                                      

€186,563 Y

ESRI SWITCH Research 
Programme

€150,000 N

Naked Objects Technical Develop-
ment Advice (Ser-
vice Delivery Mod-
ernisation Program
me)                                           

€135,495 Y

PA Consulting Group Payments Strategy  €111,142 Y
Naked Objects Business Objects 

Modelling Ad-
vice and Expertise 
(Service Delivery 
Modernisation Pro-
gramme) 

€101,253 Y
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COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for com-
petitive tender (Y/N)

Irish Research 
Council for the Hu-
manities and Social 
Sciences (IRCHSS)

Social Inclusion 
Research Innovation 
Awards

€50,000 Y

ESRI Analysis & Measure-
ment of Deprivation 
& Poverty

€48,101 N

Price Waterhouse 
Cooper

National Pensions 
Framework Imple-
mentation

€36,300 Y

Deloitte & Touche Information Systems 
Audit Consultancy

€14,792 Y

Dept of Enterprise, 
Trade & Employ-
ment 

Administrative Bur-
den Review (Con-
tribution by DSP to 
review conducted by 
DETE)

€14,000 Y

Trinity College Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€9,788 Y

Deloitte & Touche Confidential Fo-
rensic Investigation 
Services  

€7,109 Y

Patrick Oliver Ryan Gender Recognition 
Advisor Group

€7,000 N

UCD Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€6,650 Y

NUI Maynooth Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€6,500 Y

NUI Galway Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€5,000 Y

Eleanor Ashe Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€1,750 Y

Dr. Mary Mulcahy Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€1,422 Y

Net Affinity Ltd Poverty Research 
Initiative Awards

€291 Y

YEAR: 2012 (to end of September)

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for competitive tender

KPMG Actuarial Re-
view of Social 
Insurance Fund

€153,750 Y
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COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for competitive tender

OECD OECD Review 
of Long Term 
Pension Policy

€130,000 N

Naked Objects 
Group Ltd

Technical 
Development 
Advice (Ser-
vice Delivery 
Modernisation 
Programme)    

€115,820 Y

Accenture ICT Applica-
tions Systems 
Review

€44,772 Y

Naked Objects 
Group Ltd

Business Ob-
jects Modelling 
Advice and 
Expertise (Ser-
vice Delivery 
Modernisation 
Programme) 

€35,258 Y

ESRI Analysis & 
Measurement of 
Deprivation & 
Poverty 

€33,494 N

Creative Inc. Design Services 
for National 
Employment 
& Entitlements 
Service (NEES)

€24,777 Y

Deloitte & 
Touche

Information 
Systems Audit 
Consultancy

€18,714 Y

Price Water-
house Cooper

Review of Pen-
sions Charges        

€12,300 Y

Indecon Evaluation of 
the JobBridge 
National Intern-
ship Scheme

€11,911 Y

Ernst & Young Provision of 
Security Partner 
Services

€7,623 Y

Compass Point Developing 
architecture for 
NEES

€4,600 Y

Prof Daniel Finn Pathways to 
Work Consulta-
tion

€650 N
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Bodies under the Aegis of the Department

Citizens’ Information Board

Year 2008
COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender

Prospectus Organisational re-
view

11,422 Yes

Roundtable Evaluation and 
Case Analysis of 
the Advocacy Pro-
gramme for people 
with Disabilities in 
the Community and 
Voluntary Sector

99,995 Yes

Year 2009

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive 
tender

PA Consulting Strategic Plan 47,933 Yes
Pathfinder Implementation 

Plan
68,191 Yes

Vision Consult-
ing

Assistance with 
the develop-
ment of project 
management 
software

2,000 Yes

Year 2012 (to date)

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender

Persuasion Strategic Plan 56,273 Yes

The Pensions Board

Year 2008

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender

PA Consulting Advice re Data Man-
agement system  

€42,048 Yes

P Tools Trustee E- learning 
system

€4,389 Yes

Q4 Public relations €92,764 Yes
Mercer Website content €42,350 Yes
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COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender

Red C Consumer Research €58,407 Yes
Coyle Hamilton Website content €7,623 Yes
Deloitte & Touche Assistance with 

Investigations
€12,100 Yes

Baker Tilly Ryan 
Glennon

Internal Audit €15,156 Yes

Rits Computer Consul-
tancy

€18,211 Yes

Deloitte & Touche Computer Consul-
tancy

€9,438 Yes

Inventory Concepts Fixed Asset Audit €900 Yes
Crowleys DFK Accountancy Ser-

vices
€11,169 Yes

Year 2009
COMPANY/PER-
SON

PURPOSE € Advertised for com-
petitive tender

Attain Trustee E learning 
content

€86,186 Yes

P Tools Trustee E learning 
system and website 
enhancement

€118,316 Yes

PA Consulting Advice re Data Man-
agement system

€8,266 Yes

Q4 Public Relations €83,518 Yes
Crowleys DFK Assistance with 

Investigations
€10,548 Yes

Coyle Hamilton Update web content €6,994 Yes
Rosin Bennett Pension Advice €6,075 Yes
Baker Tilly Ryan 
Glennon

Internal Audit €17,010 Yes

Red C Consumer Research €21,235 Yes
Woodgrange Consumer Research €16,650 Yes
Inventory Concepts  Fixed Asset Audit €1,600 Yes

Year 2010

COMPANY/PER-
SON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender

Mazars Development of 
Investigations on site 
procedures

€92,840 Yes

Price Waterhouse 
Coopers

Assistance with 
Investigations

€39,306 Yes

Q4 Public Relations €79,547 Yes
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COMPANY/PER-
SON

PURPOSE € Advertised for 
competitive tender

Attain Research on Life-
cycle Project

€9,680 Yes

Clear Inc Style Guide assis-
tance

€3,300 Yes

P Tools Website enhance-
ment and Trustee  E 
learning System

€10,861 Yes

Baker Tilly Ryan 
Glennon

Internal Audit €22,688 Yes

Red C Consumer Research €23,340 Yes
Inventory Concepts  Fixed Asset audit €3,950 Yes

Year 2011
COMPANY/PER-
SON

PURPOSE € Advertised for com-
petitive tender

KPMG Assistance with 
Investigation

€39,349 Yes

Crowleys DFK Assistance with 
Investigation

€5,700 Yes

HBC Kennington Assistance with 
Investigation

€18,029 Yes

Q4 Public relations €23,247 Yes
P tools Website Enhance-

ment
€3,376 Yes

Attain Website content 
enhancement

€7,260 Yes

Deloitte & Touche Accountancy Ser-
vices

€14,453 Yes

Baker Tilly Ryan 
Glennon

Internal Audit €18,168 Yes

Red C Consumer Research €26,348 Yes
Public Authority 
Pension Service

Assistance with 
pension statement 
preparation

€1,262 Yes

Purchasing Solutions Preparation of tender 
documents

€4,930 Yes

Safecon Safety Statement 
preparation

€1,089 Yes

Nobel Property Con-
sultants

Rent review €1,000 Yes

Tribal Helm Computer consul-
tancy

€3,207 Yes

Inventory Concepts Fixed Asset Audit €1,592 Yes
Y
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       Year 2012
Year

Y

COMPANY/
PERSON

PURPOSE € Advertised 
for competitive 

tender
Strata 3 Lifecycle 

Project
€35,821 Yes

Attain Lifecycle 
Project and up-
date booklets

€22,214 Yes

P Tools Lifecycle 
Project

€8,320 Yes

Q4 Public rela-
tions

€5,616 Yes

Bernie Gray Board Evalu-
ation

€11,685 Yes

Public Au-
thority Pension 

Service            

Assistance 
with pension 

statement prepa-
ration

€1,374 Yes

Safecon Safety Con-
sultancy

€615 Yes

Capita Computer 
Consultancy

€1,520 Yes

Unity Tech-
nologies

Computer 
Consultancy

€6,810 Yes

Crowleys 
DFK

Assistance 
with Investiga-

tion

€10,430 Yes

Pricewater-
houseCoopers

Assistance 
with Investiga-

tion

€2,768 Yes

17/10/2012WRQ01350Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRQ01400178. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, 
of the arrangements entered into by her, any body under her aegis or State agency for which 
she has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a firm 
of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ and 
solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each case 
the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45320/12]

17/10/2012WRQ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is not possible in the time avail-
able to provide a comprehensive answer to the various matters raised by the Deputy in respect 
of all of the periods in question. The information requested is currently being compiled within 
the Department and will be made available to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRQ01600179. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to her De-
partment such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any other 
external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to her over the 
past 12 months, in tabular form. [45337/12]

17/10/2012WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department will compile the 
information sought and will revert to the Deputy at the earliest possible opportunity.

Question No. 180 withdrawn.

Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRQ01900181. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his 
Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the 
supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of 
receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days 
of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 
days of receipt of the invoice. [45012/12]

17/10/2012WRQ02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Pursuant to 
Government Decisions of 2009 and 2011, my Department is required to publish details relating 
to the overall value of payments made under 15 calendar days and between 15 and 30 calendar 
days.  This requirement extends to all applicable public bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment.

Accordingly, I refer the deputy to my Department’s website at http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/
Publications/CorporatePublications/CurrentPublications/, where composite tables containing 
this information, both current and historical, in respect of my Department and the relevant pub-
lic bodies is available. 

The additional categories of information sought are not readily available and their compila-
tion would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work that would be difficult to justify.

17/10/2012WRR00200Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Application Numbers

17/10/2012WRR00300182. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if he will provide a breakdown, on a bog by bog basis, of those who applied for compensa-
tion for cessation of turf cutting; if he will provide figures for those who accepted compensation 
as an interim measure while awaiting a relocation bog; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45052/12]

17/10/2012WRR00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Details are 
set out in a table, on a bog by bog basis, of the number of applications received by my De-
partment under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, as well as the number of 
applicants for compensation who have expressed an interest in relocation to non-designated 
bogs. A total of 1,612 payments have been made to date in respect of the 2,418 applications for 
compensation received by my Department.
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Site code Name Number of applica-
tions received

Number expressing 
an interest in reloca-
tion

000006 Killyconny Bog 
(Cloghbally)

45 8

000231 Barroughter Bog 52 19
000248 Cloonmoylan Bog 68 8
000285 Kilsallagh Bog 27 8
000296 Lisnageeragh Bog 

and Ballinstack Tur-
lough

20 9

000297 Lough Corrib 76 7
000301 Lough Lurgeen Bog/ 

Glenamaddy Tur-
lough

27 9

000326 Shankill West Bog 8 3
000382 Sheheree (Ardagh) 

Bog
2 0

000391 Ballynafagh Bog 54 28
000440 Lough Ree 264 75
000497 Flughany Bog 17 3
000566 All Saints Bog and 

Esker
6 2

000572 Clara Bog 107 56
000575 Ferbane Bog 3 3
000580 Mongan Bog 5 1
000581 Moyclare Bog 25 21
000582 Raheenmore Bog 0 0
000585 Sharavogue Bog 2 0
000592 Bellanagare Bog 160 41
000595 Callow Bog 86 16
000597 Carrowbehy/Caher 

Bog
4 0

000600 Cloonchambers Bog 25 4
000604 Derrinea Bog 1 0
000614 Cloonshanville Bog 7 0
000641 Ballyduff/Clonfinane 

Bog
2 0

000647 Kilcarren-Firville 
Bog

25 3

000679 Garriskil Bog 0 0
001242 Carrownagappul Bog 118 65
001818 Lough Forbes Com-

plex
12 4

002110 Corliskea/Trien/
Cloonfelliv Bog

74 13

002298 River Moy 65 9



17 October 2012

133

Site code Name Number of applica-
tions received

Number expressing 
an interest in reloca-
tion

002331 Mouds Bog 87 36
002332 Coolrain Bog 53 9
002333 Knockacoller Bog 24 5
002336 Carn Park Bog 57 32
002337 Crosswood Bog 67 31
002338 Drumalough Bog 18 1
002339 Ballynamona Bog 

and Corkip Lough
57 29

002340 Moneybeg and Cla-
reisland Bogs

82 12

002341 Ardagullion Bog 40 11
002342 Mount Hevey Bog 66 38
002343 Tullaher Lough and 

Bog
189 27

002346 Brown Bog 6 0
002347 Camderry Bog 14 8
002348 Clooneen Bog 10 1
002349 Corbo Bog 60 24
002350 Curraghlehanagh 

Bog
44 18

002351 Moanveanlagh Bog 26 3
002352 Monivea Bog 38 4
002353 Redwood Bog 75 5
002354 Tullaghanrock Bog 1 0
002356 Ardgraigue Bog 17 2

2,418 711

17/10/2012WRR00500Turbary Rights

17/10/2012WRR00600183. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 146 of 2 February 2012, if he will provide a copy of docu-
mentation signed by a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon under the voluntary 
bog purchase scheme stating that turf cutting would cease on sites included in special areas of 
conservation. [45070/12]

17/10/2012WRR00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The indi-
vidual referred to in the Deputy’s Question sold his interest in land in a raised bog special area 
of conservation under the voluntary bog purchase scheme, administered by my Department. An 
incentive bonus of €6,000, available under the scheme, was also paid to him on the condition 
that he would permanently cease turf cutting on sites included in special areas of conservation.

I understand that a copy of the documentation signed by this individual at the time has been 
sent to him.

17/10/2012WRR00800Turbary Rights



Questions - Written Answers

134

17/10/2012WRR00900184. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
work his Department has carried out to investigate the impact that the halting of turf cutting and 
plans to raise water table levels would have on adjoining private homes in an area (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45212/12]

17/10/2012WRR01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment’s approach to the restoration of sites of the nature referred to by the Deputy is set out in the 
document National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan – Proposed Approach, which is avail-
able on my Department’s website at www.npws.ie. The document outlines the structures and 
procedures through which land-owners and those with a legal interest in the sites and in land 
adjoining the sites will be fully consulted and engaged in the planning and execution of restora-
tion and management measures. I can advise that any restoration measures will be undertaken 
in a fully considered and structured way, following full consultation with affected parties.

17/10/2012WRR01100Airport Development Projects

17/10/2012WRR01200185. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount of money spent to date on the development of the airstrips on Inishbofin and at Clauin 
Leacht an Abba, Cleggan, County Galway; the estimated cost to build the terminal buildings at 
each location; the expected date of completion of these projects; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45259/12]

17/10/2012WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I can inform the Deputy that the total expenditure to date on the development 
of airstrips on Inishbofin and at Cluain Leacht an Abba, Cleggan, is €8.6m. The Deputy will 
appreciate that my Department has not yet tendered for the construction of terminal buildings at 
the airstrips. It would, therefore, be inappropriate to indicate an estimated cost of construction 
of such buildings or to indicate a date as to their completion.

17/10/2012WRR01400Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRR01500186. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies 
awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the 
matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45291/12]

17/10/2012WRR01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department, as currently configured, was established on 2 June 2011 and 
therefore the available information is being provided from that date. I am advised that €41,557 
was spent by my Department on consultancies during this timeframe.  The details requested in 
relation to this expenditure are set out in a table. It may be noted that contracts for the provision 
of services are not included.

With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group, the Deputy will appreci-
ate that the engagement of consultants is part of the day-to-day operational responsibilities of 
the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, for the terms of the Deputy’s Question to be 
transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a request that they provide information, to the 
extent feasible, directly to the Deputy.
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TABLE: Expenditure on consultancy by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht from 2.6.11 to date

Name of company Consultancy Competitive tender-
ing

Amount paid since 2 
June 2011

University of Bir-
mingham

Research relating to 
Bord na Móna Peat-
lands Survey

Yes €28,378

Avia Solutions Review of financial 
submissions relating 
to Aran Islands PSO 
contract

No €6,300

Dr Evelyn 
Moorkens, Environ-
mental Consultant

Strategic approach to 
Margaritifera (fresh-
water pearl mussel) 
conservation

No* €1,929

Bonnar Keenlyside Review of Dublin 
Contemporary 2011

Yes €4,950

*A recognised Irish expert on the particular species involved

17/10/2012WRR01700Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRR01800187. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State 
agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior coun-
sel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the 
barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; 
if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45308/12]

17/10/2012WRR01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011.  I am advised that from that 
date no legal advices of the nature referred to were obtained by my Department.  I should say 
my Department is aware of the need to minimise such costs and, in general, avails of legal ad-
vices from the Attorney General’s Office and the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.

With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group, the Deputy will appreciate 
that the seeking of such legal advices is part of the day-to-day operational responsibilities of 
the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, for the terms of the Deputy’s Question to be 
transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a request that they provide information, to the 
extent feasible, directly to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRR02000Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRR02100188. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to 
his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any 
other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over 
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the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45325/12]

17/10/2012WRR02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The exten-
sive range of information requested by the Deputy is being collated at the moment and will be 
forwarded to her at the earliest opportunity.

17/10/2012WRR02300Architectural Heritage

17/10/2012WRR02400189. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the ac-
tion farmers are supposed to take regarding dilapidated thatched houses which are constantly 
deteriorating in condition and are health and safety issues as many of them are in the middle of 
commercial farm yards. [45345/12]

17/10/2012WRR02500190. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the areas 
that owners of potentially viable dwelling houses that need thatching should take in this eco-
nomic climate in view of the fact that the grants when they are available will only cover a tiny 
portion of the cost of thatching; if he will recommend a way of maintaining the integrity of such 
houses, as galvanising such houses is not an realistic option; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45346/12]

17/10/2012WRR02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 189 and 190 together.

Part IV of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012 provides for the protection of 
architectural heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to identify 
and protect the architectural heritage, including thatched buildings, by including them on the 
Record of Protected Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty 
of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities 
powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future. 
In the first instance, therefore, the owner of a thatched property should refer to the relevant local 
authority to ascertain if the property is included in the Record of Protected Structures.

My Department, with the assistance of an Expert Advisory Committee representing key 
stakeholders, is currently concluding a review of the operation of Part IV of the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000-2012. The review will consider the need, in the light of current eco-
nomic circumstances, for alternative ways of supporting the conservation of protected struc-
tures.

While the overall number of thatched roofs declined in the second half of the 20th century, 
increased legislative protection for the architectural heritage and heightened awareness of this 
part of our national heritage has meant that this decline has stabilised.

There are a number of State financial supports currently available to owners/occupiers 
of thatched structures. In 2012 my Department is providing €500,000 in grant-aid assistance 
through a Structures at Risk Fund administered by local authorities to assist with works to safe-
guard structures protected under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012 and, in certain 
cases, works to structures within Architectural Conservation Areas. I have approved offers of 
funding for the conservation of two thatched structures in 2012 under this scheme, which is ad-
ministered by the local authorities. The closing date for applications for 2012 has now passed.

The Heritage Council, which is funded by my Department, also administers a Heritage Man-
agement Grant Scheme under which applications for the conservation of thatched structures are 
considered. However, I understand that the closing date for applications for this scheme for 
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2012 has also passed.

In partnership with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Heritage Coun-
cil also administers a grants scheme to REPS 4 participants on the conservation and repair of 
traditional farm buildings called the Traditional Farm Buildings Grant Scheme, which is now 
open for applications. Grants are available under this scheme to carry out approved conserva-
tion works to the exterior of farm outbuildings, including roofs.

I further understand that the Department of Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment administers a grant scheme for the renewal or repair of thatched roofs of owner-occupied 
houses.

The level of funding available in 2013 and future years for these schemes will be subject 
to the normal Budgetary and Estimates processes. As the Deputy can appreciate, the scope for 
additional funding for the conservation of the built heritage is constrained by the significant 
reduction in the public finances.

Finally, as part of an Architectural Advice Series, my Department plans to publish an advice 
book on thatching in 2013, which will include further practical advice and guidance on aspects 
of conserving and restoring thatched structures.  The nine previously published booklets in the 
series cover areas such as roof and energy efficiency for traditionally built buildings and the full 
series is accessible on my Department’s website at www.ahg.gov.ie.

17/10/2012WRR02700Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRR02800191. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments 
issued by his Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in 
respect of the supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 
30 days of receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 
and 90 days of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in 
excess of 120 days of receipt of the invoice. [45014/12]

17/10/2012WRR02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department aims, in its dealings with suppliers of goods and services, to pay all invoices as 
soon as possible after the goods and services have been satisfactorily delivered and the support-
ing documentation necessary to enable the payment has been received by my Department.  A 
table outlines the number of payments made by my Department in 2011 broken down into the 
timeframes as requested by the Deputy.

No. of days No. of payments
Within 30 days 3,768
Between 30 and 60 days 82
Between 60 and 90 days 15
Between 90 and 120 days 3
Over 120 days 20
TOTAL 3,888

The percentage of invoices paid over 30 days represents 3% of the total number of invoices 
and the delayed payment largely arose due to clarifications being sought from the relevant sup-
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pliers. Prompt payment interest of €200 was paid in respect of only 5 of these invoices.

Payment of invoices made by the State Agencies under the aegis of my Department is an 
operational matter for the individual agency in the first instance and I have no function in this 
regard. However, I am asking the Agencies concerned to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRR03000Broadcasting Service Provision

17/10/2012WRR03100192. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the reason TV3 and 3e television services will not be available to people who cannot 
get Saorview terrestrial service and depend on Saorsat; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45058/12]

17/10/2012WRR03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The SAORSAT satellite service has been developed by RTÉ on its own initiative and is not a 
requirement under the Broadcasting Act 2009.

The carriage of 3e, TV3 or any other broadcaster on the SAORSAT service is a commercial 
decision for each of the broadcasters in question and the terms and conditions relating to such 
carriage would be a matter for commercial negotiation between RTÉ and the relevant broad-
caster.

17/10/2012WRS00150Irish Language

17/10/2012WRS00200193. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he is satisfied with the level of Irish language advertising on RTÉ and TV3; 
his plans to increase the level of advertising as Gaeilge; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45060/12]

17/10/2012WRS00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In accordance with the provisions of the Broadcasting Act 2009, the public service broadcast 
corporations, RTÉ and TG4, are independent in the pursuance of their objects, subject to the 
requirements of the Act, and as such I, as Minister, have no function in the management of their 
day to day affairs, including decisions relating to advertising.  I should point out to the Deputy 
however, that section 105(6) of the Broadcasting Act 2009 does provide that, with specific 
reference to the public service broadcasters, charges and conditions may be fixed subject to 
variations benefitting advertisers who use the Irish language in their advertisements.  That said, 
the decision to broadcast advertisements in the Irish language, remains a matter for the public 
service broadcasters themselves.  In the case of TV3 and other commercial broadcasters, these 
are independent, private enterprises in which I have no function.  

17/10/2012WRS00350Regulatory Bodies

17/10/2012WRS00400194. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45067/12]

17/10/2012WRS00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Under section 4 of the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) has the responsibility to regulate the activities of electrical contractors with 
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respect to safety. In November 2007, the Commission published the decision paper “Vision for 
the Regulation of Electrical Contractors with respect to Safety” (CER/07/203) which sets out 
the Commission’s high-level approach to the regulation of electrical contractors with respect 
to safety.  Most recently, I have given CER consent to draft regulations designating Restricted 
Electrical Works under Section 9 (E) subsection (1) of the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 in-
serted by the Energy Miscellaneous Act 2006 and this work is underway.  Once these works are 
designated it will be illegal for anyone other than a Registered Electrical Contractor to complete 
these works.

For clarity, the CER recommends that only Registered Electrical Contractors are used to 
complete electrical work, regardless of whether that electrical work is covered by the aforemen-
tioned proposed regulations.  Separately, the Minister for Justice and Equality has introduced 
SI No. 144 of 2012, the Private Security (Licensing and Standards) Regulations 2012, which 
introduces new licensing requirements for personnel involved in the installation of CCTV and 
access control (among other activities).  These regulations and any review of these regulations 
are not within my remit.

It is recognised that the installation of CCTV and access control (among other activities) 
may include some electrical work that will fall under this licensing requirement.  Being licensed 
under the Private Security (Licensing and Standards) Regulations 2012 is not a substitute for 
being a Registered Electrical Contractor and does not satisfy the recommendation that only 
Registered Electrical Contractors be used to complete electrical work.  

17/10/2012WRS00550Alternative Energy Projects

17/10/2012WRS00600195. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will review the efficacy of the biofuels obligation scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45142/12]

17/10/2012WRS00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 as the primary means to meet the 
target of at least 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020, which was mandated to all EU 
Member States by the Renewable Energy Directive.  The obligation currently requires that 
the amount of biofuel brought to the market is not less than 4.166% of the relevant disposal 
of petroleum road transport fuels.  The biofuel obligation has successfully delivered increased 
amounts of biofuel in Ireland resulting in 145 million litres of biofuel being placed on the Irish 
market in 2011.

This obligation will increase over time which will require suppliers of road transport fuels 
to make certain that even higher volumes sold are biofuel.  I am currently examining the pos-
sibility of implementing the first increase to the Biofuel Obligation from 2013.  I will be taking 
into account all relevant factors, including developments in the Irish market and in the UK and 
other EU markets as well as sustainability considerations.  My Department estimates that by 
2020, a market of approaching 500 million litres of biofuel will be required in order to meet our 
requirements under the Renewable Energy Directive.  

17/10/2012WRS00750Renewable Energy Incentives

17/10/2012WRS00800196. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the invention grants in renewable energy that exist for students, companies and indi-
viduals here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45264/12]



Questions - Written Answers

140

17/10/2012WRS00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):  
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), under the Renewable Energy Research, 
Demonstration & Development (RERD&D) Programme, supports research and development 
of renewable energy technologies and systems.  Applications for funding under the scheme 
are invited on a regular basis.  Information can be found at http://www.seai.ie/Grants/Renew-
able_Energy_RD_D  .

I understand also that Enterprise Ireland operates a range of supports for Innovation & R&D 
which are applicable across a range of Science and Technology research areas, including re-
newable energy, as long as a strong commercial case can be made for the proposed project.  For 
example, companies can avail of direct R&D grants in order to undertake in-company R&D or 
they can be supported to undertake collaborative research with the Third Level in areas such as 
renewable energy.  Researchers in Higher Education Institutions can similarly avail of Com-
mercialisation grants in order to turn their existing research into a more commercially relevant 
project.  

17/10/2012WRS00950Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRS01000197. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body 
under his aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy 
companies awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consul-
tant; if the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45293/12]

17/10/2012WRS01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The total amount of expenditure by my Department from its consultancy services and value for 
money and policy reviews budget in the years 2010 and 2011 and for the first eight months of 
2012 is set out in table 1.

My Department administers a very diverse and complex brief, and procurement of special-
ist consultancy advice is necessary to enable the Department to discharge its responsibility in 
this regard.  This includes major projects such as an intensive and nationwide campaign on 
Digital Switchover, strategic review of oil refining capability, complex telecommunications 
contracts such as the MANs and the National Broadband Scheme, and oversight of compliance 
with the Corrib consent conditions (the cost of which is recouped from the developer). In pro-
curing these specialised services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and 
the keeping of expenditure to the minimum necessary.  In this regard, the Deputy might note 
that expenditure from my Department’s consultancy services and value for money and policy 
reviews budget has reduced from €2.249m in 2008 to €1.372m in 2011.   The Department also 
necessarily incurs some expenditure on outsourced services as part of programme expenditure, 
an element of which is consultancy in nature.  The overall spend for this consultancy element 
is set out in table 2.

My Department will continue to keep spending on all consultancies to a minimum consis-
tent with ensuring the necessary expertise is available to discharge the Department’s wide and 
complex brief.  Details of expenditure on consultancy is set out in the following tables.
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Table 1.

Period 2008 2009 2010 2011 Jan – 15 Oct 
2012

Amount €2.249m €0.739m €1.257m €1.372m €0.657m

Table2.

Period 2008 2009 2010 2011 Jan – 15 Oct 
2012

Amount €3.590m €1.043m €0.675m €1.338m €0.980m

Administrative Consultancy Expenditure in 2008:

Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Corporate
Helm Corporation Ltd Temporary Head of Internal 

Audit Unit
56,217.85

Siobhan Fay DCENR Audit Committee 3,000.00
Pamela McDonald DCENR Audit Committee 2,000.00
Crowleys DFK Spot Checks on DCMNR 

Capital Projects 2006
10,748.63

ESB Independent Genera-
tion

Financial Advisor to DC-
MNR

16,940.00

Stephen O’Connor Financial Advisor to 
DCENR 

206,876.96

Mason, Hayes & Curran Provision of Med. Services 
arising from 2005 CSCOP

7,578.23

Mason, Hayes & Curran HR Needs 4,198.10
307,559.77

Broadcasting
Gary Tonge Technical advice in relation 

to Digital Terrestrial Televi-
sion Trials

5,445.75

PriceWaterhouse Cooper Re-Engineering of TV Li-
cence Fee Review System

102,196.84

Media Literacy Education Media Literacy (Broadcast-
ing)

10,000.00

Margaret O’Driscoll Legal Advice for Broadcast-
ing Bill 2008

7,865.00

Marie McGonagle Legal Advice for Broadcast-
ing Bill 2008

7,500.00

133,007.59
Communications
Norcontel (Ireland) Ltd Technical Review of the 

Emergency Call Answering 
Service (ECAS)

129,318.75
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Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Norcontel (Ireland) Ltd Legal Advice on procure-

ment of an ECAS Provider
74,387.50

Matheson Ormsby Prentice Legal Advice on procure-
ment of an ECAS Provider

24,542.73

PA Consulting Review of Public Sector 
Benefits of Postcodes

54,450.00

Mason Communications Next Generation Network 
Expert Advice

30,848.90

313,547.88
Natural Resources
A & L Goodbody Solicitors Legal Advice for Bord na 

Mona – Employee Share 
Ownership Plan (ESOP) 
documentation

65,120.21

Matheson Ormsby Prentice Legal Advice re post sale 
of Irish National Petroleum 
Corporation (INPC)

8,492.05

(AEGIS MEDIA IRL) Study on Transmission Line 
Infrastructure  EirGrid

22,100.24

ECOFYS GMBH Study on Transmission Line 
Infrastructure  EirGrid

145,052.21

Golder Associates Ltd Study on Transmission Line 
Infrastructure  EirGrid

3,388.00

Beauchamps Solicitors Legal Advice re Bord Gais 
Eireann Employee Share 
Ownership Plan Documenta-
tion

80,531.55

Eneclann Ltd GSI Geological Heritage 2,855.60
KPMG Financial Advice for Project 

Virginia
181,500.00

Mason, Hayes & Curran Legal Advice for Project 
Virginia

22,578.36

Purvin & Gertz Inc. Security of Ireland’s Access 
to Commercial Oil Supplies

271,766.15

ECOFYS GMBH All Island Grid Study in-
cluding Demand Side Man-
agement

54,093.30

Noel J Travers  Drafting of PSO under Sec-
tion 39 of Electricity Reg 
Act 1999

9,075.00

Keane Offshore Integrity Corrib Verification Process 177,962.40
Charles Desmond Environmental Monitoring 

Group
1,737.81

Eamon O’Duibhir Environmental Monitoring 
Group

2,043.62

Patrick Barrett Environmental Monitoring 
Group

1,389.32
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Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Clare Morgan Geophysical Support 62,685.00
Arthur Cox Solicitors Legal Advice on the Corrib 

Gas Pipeline
42,945.98

David Fox Associates Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port 

179,634.00

Cefas - Lowestoft OIC 2007 Action 3,527.45
AEA TECHNOLOGY Plc Assessing of EIS according 

to Section40 Apps
56,116.20

GL Industrial Services UK Technical Assistance Corrib 
Gas Safety

22,869.75

CSA Group Oil and Gas Industry Sup-
port Service

10,248.70

CSA Group GSI Management 14,338.00
Not available Provision of Geological Ad-

vice on Selected Projects
29,720.63

Ralph Horne Advice on GSI library ac-
quisitions & management 07

5,670.00

Petra Coffey GSI Archivist Services 17,500.00
1,494,941.53

Total 2,249,056.77

Programme Consultancy Expenditure in 2008:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead A5 – Office Ma-
chinery & Supplies
Astron ICT Strategy 80,310.00
Sonas Innovation ICT Strategy 8,470.00

88,780.00
Subhead A9 – Value for 
Money & Policy Reviews
Petrus Consulting Expenditure Review of 

MANS and GBS
3,388.00

Subhead B1 – ICT Pro-
grammes
Arthur Cox Solicitors 569,579.58
Magnum Opus 1,137,507.18
Norcontel (Ireland) ltd 19,063.35
Quantum Equity ICT Project Consultancy 12,584.00
Mason Hayes & Curran Legal Advice – Schools 

Broadband
9,273.38

Next Utility (Ireach) Make IT Secure 20,000.01
ESRI Ireland 39,440.89
McCann Fitzgerald Solici-
tors

912,230.96
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Consultant Purpose Amount €
Toorane Technology 2,065.50
Mason Communications Project Kelvin 24,263.40

2,746,008.25
Subhead C6 – Digital Ter-
restrial Television
Mason Communications 30,875.00
Mason, Hayes & Curran Advice on DTT Trials 30,824.52

61,699.52
Subhead D3 – Energy 
RTDDI
Network Resources Ltd Energy Research Strategy 65,049.60
Subhead E1 – Petroleum 
Services
ERT (Scotland) Strategic Environmental As-

sessment
354,226.82

Subhead E2 – Mining Ser-
vices
Cantab Consulting Examination of planning ap-

plication for K2 extension to 
Galmoy Mine

12,122.40

Camp Dresser & McKee Avoca Remedial Study 174,113.73
Hayes Higgins Partnership Rehabilitation of Clashdugg 

Mine
1,214.84

Dara Design & Print Ltd Corporate Branding & Web 
Design

19,946.91

Eugene Daly Associates 484.00
207,881.88

Subhead E5 – National Sea-
bed Survey
PriceWaterhouse Coopers INFOMAR 66,085.65

3,589,731.72

Administrative Consultancy Expenditure in 2009:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Communications
Mason Communications One Stop Shop 5,000.00

5,000.00
Broadcasting
Mason Hayes & Curran Legal Advice on Broadcast-

ing Bill
27,366.85

Pricewaterhouse Coopers TV Licence Fee Review 11,846.25
39,213.10

Energy
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Consultant Purpose Amount €
NCB Corporate Finance Advice to Minister on BGÉ / 

TSO Arrangements
48,600.00

Reidy Brophy Security of Irelands Access 
to Commercial Oil Supplies

3,600.00

Fergus B Cahill Chairman of Independent 
Analysis into the Transfer 
of Transmission Assets from 
ESB to EirGrid

3,629.37

55,829.37
Natural Resources
Ralph Horne Advice on GSI Library 1,470.00
Petra Coffey GSI Archivist Services 4,600.00
Pamela Austin GSI Archivist Services 18,225.02
Parkmore Environmental 
Services

Specialist Groundwater 
Advice

2,126.25

Bruce Misstear Specialist Groundwater 
Advice

3,000.00

Jenny Deakin Specialist Groundwater 
Advice

4,981.75

Ben Dhonau Specialist advice - Minerals 
Development Bill

40,987.39

Arthur Cox Solicitor Corrib Verification Process 19,287.92
Arthur Cox Solicitor Legal Advice on Seven 

Heads
1,215.00

Keane Offshore Integrity Corrib Verification Process 88,609.95
Members of EMG Environmental Monitoring 

Group
33,765.18

David Fox Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port

175,366.95

Clare Morgan Geophysical support 67,464.02
AEA Technology Assessment of EIS 30,693.44

491,792.87
Corporate Support
Stephen O’Connor Financial Adviser to 

DCENR
42,382.24

ESB 1927 Properties Financial Adviser to 
DCENR

39,204.41

KPMG Financial Adviser to 
DCENR

60,750.00

Legal Island HR MS 345.00
DCENR Audit Committee External Chair & Board of 

DCENR Audit Committee
4,320.00

                                                                                     
147,001.65

  738,836.99
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Programme Consultancy Expenditure in 2009

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead A5 – Office Ma-
chinery & Supplies
Bianconi Research Ltd ICT Strategy 11,390.63
Subhead A9 – Value for 
Money & Policy Reviews
Indecon Value for Money Review 6,860.00
Subhead B1 – ICT Pro-
grammes
Magnum Opus Ltd MSE for Procurement E-

Commerce Measures
117,032.66

KPMG 27,823.50
Magnum Opus Ltd MSE for Contract Man-

agement for E-Commerce 
Measures

187,549.83

Arthur Cox Solicitors 8,649.85
Magnum Opus Ltd Broadband Project Manage-

ment Consultancy BMW
365,261.66

Magnum Opus Ltd Interim MSE Costs 290,663.91
996,981.41

Subhead E1 – Petroleum 
Services
ERT (Scotland) Strategic Environmental As-

sessment
1,305.19

Subhead E2 – Mining Ser-
vice
Cantab Consulting Closure of Galmoy Mine 23,721.82
GWP Consultants Inspection of East Avoca 

after Heavy Rainfall
3,190.90

26912.72
1,043,449.95

Administrative   Consultancy Expenditure in 2010:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Communications
Norcontel (Ireland) Ltd Supervision of testing of 

new ECAS system
95,541.60

PRICEWATERHOUSE 
COOPERS

Liberalisation of Irish Postal 
Services Market

15,125.00

Economic and Social Re-
search Institute

ESRI Programme of Re-
search in Communications

75,000.00

  185,666.60
Broadcasting
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Consultant Purpose Amount €
Indecon Review of designated events 

of public importance
73,386.49

Energy
Steelhenge Crisis and Risk 
consulting

Energy Emergency Arrange-
ments (Avogadro)

5,545.91

Eric van Rongen Report on Health Issues re 
HVDC Cable Technology

3,630.75

A & L Goodbody Solicitors Legal Advice 65,037.50
IBI Corporate Finance Financial Advice 98,800.00
Fergus B Cahill Independent Chairman of 

Elec Trans Assets Analysis
6,464.64

Department of Enterprise, 
Trade & Investment NI

Energy Emergency Arrange-
ments (Refund)

-1,476.27

  176,002.53
Natural Resources
Keane Offshore Integrity 
Ltd

Corrib Verification Process 74,421.97

Committee Members Consent Conditions Moni-
toring Committee

9,512.02

David Fox Associates Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port 

210,421.98

Clare Morgan Geophysicist Consultancy 65,342.90
AEA TECHNOLOGY plc Assessing of EIS according 

to Section40 Apps
5,155.35

AMEC Environment & In-
frastructure UK Ltd (Entec)

145,204.99

Environ uk ltd Assessment of Corrib Gas 
Pipeline

91,799.18

Mr. Ben Dhonau Provision of Specialist Geo-
science Advice

35,723.13

  637,581.52
Corporate Support
KPMG Financial Advisor to 

DCENR 
157,300.00

Murray Consultants Ltd. Media Services 12,206.42
Ernst & Young Financial Advice 12,402.50
Committee Members DCENR Audit Committee 2,736.00
  184,644.92
  1,257,282.06

Programme Consultancy Expenditure in 2010:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead B1 – ICT Pro-
grammes
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Consultant Purpose Amount €
Mason Communications NBS Consultancy 95,538.96
Magnum Opus Interim MSE 144,741.60

MANs Phase 2 Project Man-
agement

132,297.48

Magnum Opus MSE Process Management 80,150.40
 452,728.44 

Subhead C5 – Grants to 
DTT
Behaviour & Attitudes Lim-
ited

DTT 49,912.50

Subhead E1 – Petroleum 
Services
Xodus Group Strategic Environmental As-

sessments
150,631.89

Subhead E2 – Mining Ser-
vices
(AEGIS MEDIA IRL) 
Brindley Advertising Ltd.

Avoca Mine Public Meeting 1,575.37

CDM (Camp Dresser & Mc 
Kee Irl Ltd)

Avoca Mine Public Meeting 
- Support

12,705.00

Cantab Consulting Advice in relation to closure 
of Galmoy Mine

7,893.38

22,173.75
675,446.58

Administrative Consultancy Expenditure in 2011

Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Communications
Deloitte & Touche Communications Policy 

Consultancy
45,919.50

Economic and Social Re-
search Institute

ESRI Programme of Re-
search in Communications

75,000.00

PA Consulting Group National Digital Research 
Centre

29,040.00

  149,959.50
Energy
Purvin & Gertz  Inc Strategic Case for Oil Refin-

ing Requirements
154,688.65

Fergus B Cahill Independent Chairman of 
Elec Trans Assets Analysis

1,446.36

IBI Corporate Finance Financial Advice on Elec 
Transmission Asset Review

18,150.00

OHH Energy Independent Commission 
Meath Tyrone Power Lines

36,109.29
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Consultancy Purpose Amount €
2B Energy Independent Commission 

Meath Tyrone Power Lines
32,284.71

Elimark AB Independent Commission 
Meath Tyrone Power Lines

34,134.85

  276,813.86
Natural Resources
SLR Consulting ( Ireland 
Ltd

Core Library Holdings Re-
view

39,688.00

Jenny Deakin GWPS 1,750.00
Arthur Cox Solicitor Legal Advice on the Corrib 

Gas Pipeline
161,297.04

Arthur Cox Solicitor PAD - Legal Advice in Rela-
tion to Seven Heads Gas 
Field

2,420.00

David Fox Associates Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port 

181,254.74

Clare Morgan Geophysicist Consultancy 64,904.40
Keane Offshore Integrity 
Ltd

Corrib Verification Process 141,733.26

Committee Members Consent Conditions Moni-
toring Committee

538.05

AMEC Environment & In-
frastructure UK Ltd (Entec)

Assessment of Corrib Gas 
Pipeline

22,918.94

Environ uk ltd Assessment of Corrib Gas 
Pipeline

14,928.81

Environ uk ltd Monitoring of Corrib Gas 
Consent Conditions

99,352.95

  730,786.19
Corporate Support
Murray Consultants Ltd Media Services 8,349.00
KPMG Fees Account Financial Advisor to 

DCENR (KPMG Second-
ment)

133,100.00

Iron Mountain P&T Pension Consultancy 30,430.19
Ernst & Young Financial Advice 12,402.50
Dept of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

Irish Commitment to Reduc-
ing Admin Budget by 25%

14,000.00

Committee Members Consultancy to Audit Com-
mittee

4,446.00

Ronan Tierney (Tierney & 
Associates )

Temporary Head of IAU 11,560.34

  214,288.03
  1,371,847.58
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Program Consultancy Expenditure in 2011:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead B1 – ICT Pro-
grammes
PA Consulting Implementation of National 

Post Codes System
339,942.24

Magnum Opus Ltd MSE for Contract Manage-
ment

66,792.00

Magnum Opus Ltd Interim MSE Costs 50,062.00
Analysys Mason Ltd. NBS Consultancy 207,826.97

664,623.21 
Subhead C5 – Grants to 
DTT
Latinollo Ltd (Trading as 
McConnell’s)

National Digital Switchover 
Campaign

574,897.18

Subhead E1 – Petroleum 
Services
Xodus Group 76,353.86
Fugro Survey Ltd IOSEA 4 (Irish Offshore) 805.67

77,159.53
Subhead E2 - Mining Ser-
vices
Dr. Michael Johnson Silvermines Vegetation 

Study
 1,210.00

Dr. Michael Johnson Silvermines Vegetation 
Management Review

5,848.68

CDM (Camp Dresser & Mc 
Kee Irl Ltd)

Sampling of Gortmore and 
Silvermines Vegetation

13,890.80

20,949.48
 1,337,629.40

Administrative Consultancy Expenditure in 2012:

Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Communications
Deloitte & Touche Procurement Advice on Sen-

sitive Comms Issue
12,054.00

Indecon National Broadband Plan 28,167.00
Mason Communications 
Ltd.

National Broadband Plan 30,522.45

  70,743.45
Energy
Purvin & Gertz  Inc Strategic Case for Oil Refin-

ing Requirements
39,311.55

Kylemore Services Security of Ireland’s Access 
to Commercial Oil Supplies

367.50
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Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Reidy Brophy Limited Security of Ireland’s Access 

to Commercial Oil Supplies
7,100.00

OHH Energy Independent Commission 
Meath Tyrone Power Lines

5,012.57

Elimark AB Independent Commission 
Meath Tyrone Power Lines

4,653.36

  56,444.98
Natural Resources
Petroleum Infrastructure 
Programme Fund

Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port

3,780.00

David Fox Associates Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port 

118,820.36

Clare Morgan Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port

6,918.75

Clare Morgan Geophysicist Consultancy 56,032.66
Keane Offshore Integrity 
Ltd

Corrib Verification Process 59,392.02

Committee Members Consent Conditions Moni-
toring Committee

2,277.20

Environ uk ltd Monitoring of Corrib Gas 
Consent Conditions

151,493.01

  398,714.00
Corporate Support
KPMG Fees Account Financial Advisor to 

DCENR
12,129.17

Pricewaterhouse Coopers Financial Advisor to 
DCENR

49,200.00

Cloda Ryan Pension Advisor Services 3,439.47
Committee Members Consultancy to Audit Com-

mittee
1,368.00

Tierney & Associates Temporary Head of IAU 40,183.49
Bearingpoint Ireland Ltd HR Skills Survey 24,600.00
  130,920.13
  656,822.56

Programme Consultancy Expenditure in 2012:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead A3 – ICT Pro-
grammes
Analysys Mason Ltd. National Broadband Scheme 41,737.80
Analysys Mason Ltd. Kelvin Project 6,157.66
Mason Hayes & Curran Post Codes 25,719.30
PA Consulting Post Codes 140,367.60

213,982.36
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Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead A5 – Information 
Society and eInclusion
VBF Technology Cyber Security 31,126.16
UCD CCI Cyber Security 41,010.98

72,137.14
Subhead B7 – Grants For 
Digital Terrestrial Television
Latinollo Ltd. (Trading as 
McConnell’s)

Digital Switchover Cam-
paign

681,328.40

Subhead D3 – Petroleum 
Services
Xodus Group Ltd. Scientific and Environmen-

tal Assessment of the Irish 
and Celtic Seas

12,151.32

  979,599.22

Programme Consultancy Expenditure in 2011:

Consultant Purpose Amount €
Subhead B1 – ICT Pro-
grammes

PA Consulting Implementation of National 
Post Codes System

339,942.24

Magnum Opus Ltd MSE for Contract Manage-
ment

66,792.00

Magnum Opus Ltd Interim MSE Costs 50,062.00
Analysys Mason Ltd. NBS Consultancy 207,826.97

664,623.21 
Subhead C5 – Grants to 
DTT

Latinollo Ltd (Trading as 
McConnell’s)

National Digital Switchover 
Campaign

574,897.18

Subhead E1 – Petroleum 
Services

Xodus Group 76,353.86
Fugro Survey Ltd IOSEA 4 (Irish Offshore) 805.67

77,159.53
Subhead E2 – Mining Ser-
vices

Dr. Michael Johnson Silvermines Vegetation 
Study

1,210.00

Dr. Michael Johnson Silvermines Vegetation 
Management Review

5,848.68

CDM (Camp Dresser & Mc 
Kee Irl Ltd)

Sampling of Gortmore and 
Silvermines Vegetation

13,890.80

20,949.48
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Consultant Purpose Amount €
 1,337,629.40

Administrative Consultancy Expenditure in 2012:

Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Communications

Deloitte & Touche Procurement Advice on Sen-
sitive Comms Issue

12,054.00

Indecon National Broadband Plan 28,167.00
Mason Communications 
Ltd.

National Broadband Plan 30,522.45

  70,743.45
Energy

Purvin & Gertz  Inc Strategic Case for Oil Refin-
ing Requirements

39,311.55

Kylemore Services Security of Ireland’s Access 
to Commercial Oil Supplies

367.50

Reidy Brophy Limited Security of Ireland’s Access 
to Commercial Oil Supplies

7,100.00

OHH Energy Independent Commission 
Meath Tyrone Power Lines

5,012.57

Elimark AB Independent Commission 
Meath Tyrone Power Lines

4,653.36

  56,444.98
Natural Resources

Petroleum Infrastructure 
Programme Fund

Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port

3,780.00

David Fox Associates Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port 

118,820.36

Clare Morgan Petroleum Engineering Sup-
port

6,918.75

Clare Morgan Geophysicist Consultancy 56,032.66
Keane Offshore Integrity 
Ltd

Corrib Verification Process 59,392.02

Committee Members Consent Conditions Moni-
toring Committee

2,277.20

Environ uk ltd Monitoring of Corrib Gas 
Consent Conditions

151,493.01

  398,714.00
Corporate Support

KPMG Fees Account Financial Advisor to 
DCENR

12,129.17

Pricewaterhouse Coopers Financial Advisor to 
DCENR

49,200.00

Cloda Ryan Pension Advisor Services 3,439.47
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Consultancy Purpose Amount €
Committee Members Consultancy to Audit Com-

mittee
1,368.00

Tierney & Associates Temporary Head of IAU 40,183.49
Bearingpoint Ireland Ltd HR Skills Survey 24,600.00
  130,920.13
  656,822.56

Programme Consultancy Expenditure in 2012:

Consultant Purpose Amount€
Subhead A3 – ICT 
Programmes

Analysys Mason Ltd. National Broadband Scheme 41,737.80
Analysys Mason Ltd. Kelvin Project 6,157.66
Mason Hayes & Curran Post Codes 25,719.30
PA Consulting Post Codes 140,367.60

213,982.36
Subhead A5 – Information 
Society and eInclusion

VBF Technology Cyber Security 31,126.16
UCD CCI Cyber Security 41,010.98

72,137.14
Subhead B7 – Grants For 
Digital Terrestrial Television

Latinollo Ltd. (Trading as 
McConnell’s)

Digital Switchover Cam-
paign

681,328.40

Subhead D3 – Petroleum 
Services

Xodus Group Ltd. Scientific and Environmen-
tal Assessment of the Irish 
and Celtic Seas

12,151.32

  979,599.22

17/10/2012WRS01150Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRS01200198. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior 
or junior counsel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the 
names of the barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work 
concerned; if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45310/12]

17/10/2012WRS01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Details on arrangements for advice from counsels and firms of solicitors entered into by my 
Department since 2008 are set out in the table below.
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My Department administers a very diverse and complex brief.  The Department has a small 
cohort of permanent staff, some 245 full time equivalents at present. Its remit includes over-
sight of very complex policy areas and direct procurement of major services where protection 
of the State’s interest must be paramount.  This situation necessarily requires my Department 
to procure specialist external professional advice notably in legal, financial and technical areas 
to enable it to discharge its responsibility to deliver quality services and protect the interests 
of the State and the taxpayer.  Projects for which my Department is responsible include the 
intensive and nationwide campaign on Digital Switchover, strategic review of oil refining capa-
bility, complex telecommunications contracts such as the MANs and the National Broadband 
Scheme, and oversight of compliance with the Corrib consent conditions (the cost of which is 
recouped from the developer).

In addition the very limited in–house technical resources in areas such as geoscience, energy 
and telecommunications makes it imperative to have recourse to a certain amount of external 
professional services in these areas.  The table below reflects the above context in relation pro-
fessional legal services. In procuring these specialised services, my Department always seeks to 
ensure value for money and the keeping of expenditure to the minimum necessary.  Details on 
arrangements entered into by bodies under the aegis of the Department are a day to day matter 
for the bodies themselves. In relation to the competitive tendering for contracts my Department 
adheres to the relevant EU Regulations and Department of Finance Guidelines on the procure-
ment of goods and services.

Name of 
Legal Service 
Provider

Cost 
2008

Cost 
2009

Cos
2010

Cost 
2011

Cost to 
Date 
2012

Reason for 
Procurement

Margaret 
O’Driscoll

 €    6,957.50  €  27,366.86  €             -    €             -    €           -   Legal advice 
relating to 
drafting of the 
Broadcasting 
Bill 08

Mason, 
Hayes & 
Curran

 €  30,824.52  €  27,366.86  €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
on challenge to 
the Broadcast-
ing Amend-
ment Act 07

Marie McG-
onagle

 €    7,500.00  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
on   Draft 
Broadcasting 
Bill 2008

Aisling 
Martin

 €106,271.
63 

 €  74,116.45  €  85,003.
94 

 €  
18,367.80 

 €           -   Advice and 
legal represen-
tation before 
the Moriarty 
Tribunal

Diarmuid 
Rossa Phelan

 €144,120.
00 

 €167,311.
58 

 €  89,727.
55 

 €  
24,200.00 

€           -   Advice and 
legal represen-
tation before 
the Moriarty 
Tribunal

John L 
O’Donnell

 €  58,564.00  €  53,472.15  €  73,025.92  €    
7,686.53 

€33,396.
00 

Advice and 
legal represen-
tation before 
the Moriarty 
Tribunal
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Name of 
Legal Service 
Provider

Cost 
2008

Cost 
2009

Cos
2010

Cost 
2011

Cost to 
Date 
2012

Reason for 
Procurement

Conleth 
Bradley

 €  43,832.25  €114,521.43  €  34,509.20  €  
28,943.20 

€22,264.
00 

Advice and 
legal represen-
tation before 
the Moriarty 
Tribunal

Lorraine M 
Higgins

 €    1,936.00  €             -    €             -    €             -   €           -   Engaged in 
relation to Mo-
riarty Tribunal

Micheál 
O’Higgins

 €             -    €    7,290.00  €    1,331.00  €             -    €           -   Engaged in 
relation to Mo-
riarty Tribunal

Eoin McCul-
lagh

 €             -    €    7,290.00  €             -    €             -    €           -   Engaged in 
relation to Mo-
riarty Tribunal

Elizabeth 
Gavin

 €             -    €    1,000.00  €  25,700.00  €  
28,510.80 

 €           -   Engaged in 
relation to Mo-
riarty Tribunal

Claudine M 
Foley

 €             -    €             -    €    6,655.00  €             -    €           -   Engaged in 
relation to Mo-
riarty Tribunal

Derry Hand  €             -    €             -    €             -    €    
1,380.00 

 €           -   Engaged in 
relation to Mo-
riarty Tribunal

Richard 
Black Solici-
tors

 €             -    €             -   €197,492.
37 

 €             -   Global Cross-
ing Project: 
Legal work 
seeking pay-
ment from 
a liquidated 
company.

Beauchamps 
Solicitors

 €18,264.95  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
in relation to 
amendments to 
ESB ESOT

Noel J. Trav-
ers (Barrister 
at Law)

 € 9,075.00  €             -    €             -    €             -   Draft PSO or-
der for REFIT 
scheme

Matheson 
Ormsby and 
Prentice

20, 283.25  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal Advice 
on procure-
ment of an 
ECAS pro-
vider

Mason, 
Hayes and 
Curran

 €11,776.33  €             -    €             -    €             -   Specialist Em-
ployment Law 
Requirement

Richard 
Black Solici-
tors

 €1,331.00  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
in relation to 
Concession  
Agreement 
with NDRC

Mason Hayes 
& Curran

 €    9,273.
38 

 €             -    €             -    €             -   Advice on 
Schools Broad-
band Scheme
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Name of 
Legal Service 
Provider

Cost 
2008

Cost 
2009

Cos
2010

Cost 
2011

Cost to 
Date 
2012

Reason for 
Procurement

Arthur Cox 
Solicitors

 €569,579.
58 

 €    8,649.85  €             -    €             -   Provide legal 
advice in rela-
tion to all 
aspects of the 
MANs projects

McCann 
Fitzgerald

 €912,230.96  €  13,162.46  €             -    €             -   Legal Advice 
on the pro-
curement of 
the National 
Broadband 
Scheme

Eoin McCul-
lagh

 €    6,050.00  €             -    €             -   Opinion on a 
matter pertain-
ing to the NBS 
competition

A&L Good-
body

 €  65,120.21  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
in respect of 
Bord na Mona 
ESOP

Beauchamps 
Solicitors

 €  62,266.60  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice in 
respect of BGE 
ESOP

Mason, 
Hayes and 
Curran

 €  22,578.35  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
in respect of 
proposed BGE 
investments

Matheson, 
Orsmby 
Prentice

 €    8,492.07  €             -    €             -    €             -   Legal advice 
in respect of 
sale of Irish 
National Petro-
leum Corpora-
tion

A & L Good-
body

 €  65,037.50  €             -    €           -   Legal advice 
regarding the 
proposal from 
ESB for the 
acquisition by 
that company 
of Northern 
Ireland Elec-
tricity (NIE).

Arthur Cox 
Solicitors

 €  42,945.98  €  20,502.92  €             -    €163,717.
04 

 €           -   Legal advice 
in respect of 
the Corrib Gas 
Pipeline & the 
Seven Heads 
Lease

Mason, 
Hayes and 
Curran

 €             -    €             -    €             -   
licence 
holder

 €  
62,530.37 

 €25,719.30 Legal services 
related to the 
procurement 
process to 
appoint a post-
code manage-
ment licence 
holder
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17/10/2012WRS01350Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRS01400199. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external 
professional service to his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project manage-
ment and including any other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by 
each company to him over the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45327/12]

17/10/2012WRS01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The table below outlines details of fees paid for professional services by my Department over 
the past 12 months.  My Department administers a very diverse and complex brief.  The De-
partment has a small cohort of permanent staff, some 245 full time equivalents at present. Its 
remit includes oversight of very complex policy areas and direct procurement of major services 
where protection of the State’s interest must be paramount.  This situation necessarily requires 
my Department to procure specialist external professional advice notably in legal, financial and 
technical areas to enable it to discharge its responsibility to deliver quality services and protect 
the interests of the State and the taxpayer.  Projects for which my Department is responsible 
include the intensive and nationwide campaign on Digital Switchover, strategic review of oil 
refining capability, complex telecommunications contracts such as the MANs and the National 
Broadband Scheme, and oversight of compliance with the Corrib consent conditions (the cost 
of which is recouped from the developer).

In addition the very limited in–house technical resources in areas such as geoscience, energy 
and telecommunications makes it imperative to have recourse to a certain amount of external 
professional services in these areas.  Many of these outsourced services relate to specialist, 
technical, defined term projects which are externally funded.  The table below reflects the above 
context. In procuring these specialised services, my Department always seeks to ensure value 
for money and the keeping of expenditure to the minimum necessary.  In this regard, the Deputy 
might note that expenditure from my Department’s consultancy services and value for money 
and policy reviews budget has reduced from €2.249m in 2008 to €1.372m in 2011.

Details on arrangements entered into by bodies under the aegis of the Department are a day 
to day matter for the bodies themselves. In relation to the competitive tendering for contracts 
my Department adheres to the relevant EU Regulations and Department of Finance Guidelines 
on the procurement of goods and services.

 Professional fees paid by the Department of Communications Energy and Natural Resourc-
es from October 2011 to October 2012

Service  Provider Description of service Costs €
2B Energy Consultancy –Meath Tyrone 

Power Lines
32,285

Aarum Exploration Ltd Geological data compilation 89,040
Arthur Cox Solicitor Legal Expenses 71,909
Atlas Services Group Hydrographic Data Process-

ing-INFOMAR GSI
20,105

Atlas Services Group Hydrographic Data Process-
ing –INFOMAR GSI 

139,955

Beta Analytic Limited INFOMAR GSI Operations 1,199
Brian Smith Consultancy –Vessel Skip-

per- INFOMAR GSI 
28,918
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Service  Provider Description of service Costs €
Centrestage Printing and Binding 1,421
Clare Morgan Geophysical Consultancy 72,765
Client Solutions Ltd Software Maintenance 122,082
Cloda Ryan Pensions Advisor 3,469
Compass Informatics Ltd Provision of ICT Resources 109,199
Compass Informatics Ltd Geographic Information 

Systems Services, EC Ma-
rine Projects, GSI, 

59,313

Conleth Bradley Moriarty Tribunal legal 
expenses

22,264

Construction Consultancy 
Services

Data Entry & Compilation 
Services, Geoscience Initia-
tives GSI

47,834

Core International Software Licensing 42,931
David Fox Associates Petroleum Engineering Sup-

port
192,148

Deloitte & Touche Procurement Advice 57,974
Diarmuid Rossa Phelan BL Moriarty Tribunal legal 

expenses
24,200

Dr Ir Veerle A.I. Huvenne Research Project Evalua-
tions, INFOMAR, GSI 

1,274

Elimark AB Consultancy –Meath Tyrone 
Power Lines

38,788

Environ UK Ltd Corrib Gas Consultancy 200,896
Eoin McGrath Marine Geoscience Services, 

INFOMAR GSI 
59,307

Espion Intelligence IT Outsourced Services 6,872
ESRI Ireland Software Maintenance 245,492
Geo Marine Survey Systems 
BV

Offshore Data Acquisition, 
INFOMAR GSI Operations

49,325

Gill Scott Marine Geoscience Services, 
INFOMAR GSI Operations

12,176

Grainne O’Shea Geographic Information 
Systems Services INFO-
MAR GSI Consultancy

84,661

Indecon Griffiths Research Review, 
GSI

16,940

Indecon National Broadband Plan 28,167
Irish Observer Network Survey Vessel Master Ser-

vices, INFOMAR, GSI 
7,109

Janine Guinan Marine Geoscience Services, 
EC Marine Projects, GSI 

77,299

Jenny Deakin Hydrogeological Services, 
Groundwater Source Protec-
tion, National Federation of 
Group Water Schemes.

4,000



Questions - Written Answers

160

Service  Provider Description of service Costs €
Jim Duffy Exemplar Networks 5,004
John Deasy Marine Geoscience & Hy-

drographic Services, Info-
mar Consultancy

19,188

John L O’Donnell Moriarty Tribunal legal 
expenses 

33,396

Katherine Knights Geochemical Consultancy, 
TELLUS Border Project, 
GSI

86,054

Keane Offshore Integrity 
Ltd

Corrib Gas Consultancy 81,971

KPMG Financial Advisor 48,429
Latinollo Limited National Analogue Switch 

Off Campaign
1,193,278

Mason Communications Ltd National Broadband Scheme 162,737
Magnum Opus Ltd Broadband Management 

Services Entity Costs
13,432

Mairead Glennon Geological Project Manage-
ment Consultancy, TELLUS 
Border Project, GSI 

63,783

Maria Judge Marine Geoscience Services, 
EC Marine Projects, GSI 

56,969

Mason Hayes and Curran Assistance in implementa-
tion of National Postcode 
System

88,250

Medmark Ltd HR Medical Examinations 350
Mentecplus Integrated Solu-
tions Limited

Software Licensing and 
Enhancements

7,264

Morrow Communications Outreach Consultancy, TEL-
LUS Border Project, GSI

51,751

Mouchel Parkman Ireland 
Ltd

Landslide Susceptibility 
Mapping, Geoscience Initia-
tives, GSI

69,525

Neary Marketing Branding & Marketing, 
Geoscience Ireland Project, 
GSI 

8,000

Niall Finn Marine Geological Services, 
EC Marine Projects, GSI

53,941

O’Connell Agri-Environ-
mental Consultants

Geochemical Data Acqui-
sition, TELLUS Border 
Project, GSI 

297,338

OHH Energy Consultancy –Meath Tyrone 
Power Lines

41,122

On Site Vaccination Health Screening 1,404
PA Consulting Group Assistance in implementa-

tion of National Postcode 
System

169,407
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Service  Provider Description of service Costs €
Peter Cooney Geographic Information 

Systems Services, National 
Groundwater Vulnerability 
Mapping, GSI 

63,031

Peter Conroy Hydrogeological Services, 
Groundwater Source Protec-
tion Work, Local Authority 
Public Water Supplies, GSI 

2,420

Phelim Lally Geological Services, Nation-
al Aggregate potential Map, 
Geoscience Initiatives, GSI

74,265

Philip O’Reilly Assistance in implementa-
tion of National Postcode 
System

1,125

Pricewaterhouse Coopers Financial Advisory Service 49,200
Purvin & Guertz Consultancy Services: Oil 

refining study
145,660

Reidy Brophy Ltd Emergency Exercise for Oil 
Supply Disruption

7,100

Robert Meehan National Quaternary Map, 
Geoscience Initiative, GSI

17,230

Ronan O’Toole Marine Geoscience & Hy-
drographic Services, INFO-
MAR, GSI 

90,088

Shane Carey Geographic Information 
Systems Services, TELLUS 
Border Project, GSI 

79,409

SLR Consulting Ireland Ltd Core Store Holdings Re-
view, GSI

39,688

SLR Consulting Ireland Ltd Geological Services, Shal-
low Geothermal Resources 
Project, GSI 

60,500

Tierney and Associates Internal Audit Consultancy 51,744
Tobin Consulting Engineers National Groundwater Vul-

nerability Mapping, Geosci-
ence Initiatives, GSI

331,229

Tom Browne Survey Vessel Master Ser-
vices, Infomar , GSI

19,111

VBF Technologies Information Society and 
eInclusion

32,894

Dr Vincent Gallagher Geochemistry Services, 
TELLUS Border Project, 
GSI

34,526

Versata FZ LLC Software Licensing 102,795
Waterwise Environmental Water Sample Analyses, 

TELLUS Border Project, 
GSI 

89,109
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Service  Provider Description of service Costs €
Xodus Group Ltd Strategic Environmental As-

sessment
36,667

 

17/10/2012WRS01550Broadband Services Provision

17/10/2012WRS01600200. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding the availability of broadband in an area (details supplied) in 
County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45361/12]

17/10/2012WRS01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The State is not a provider of telecommunication services, except in instances of clear market 
failure such as in the cases of both the National and Rural Broadband Schemes.  Such interven-
tions are always subject to EU State Aid clearance to ensure no unacceptable level of market 
distortion takes place.

The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched last year in recognition of the fact that 
despite the widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained indi-
vidual premises that were unable to receive affordable broadband provision.  In total, there were 
102 applications from persons living in County Westmeath (including 21 from the general area 
of Ballynacargy) who consented to receive offers of service from Internet Service Providers 
participating in the Scheme. Offers of service were made to all of these applicants during the 
period from April to the end of July this year.

The response to date by industry suggests that virtually all eligible applicants under the 
Scheme are capable of obtaining a broadband service from a supplier using one of the available 
technology platforms i.e. DSL, fixed or mobile wireless, cable or satellite.  Obviously, where a 
commercial service is shown to be available, the State cannot intervene with a subvention for 
alternative services as to do so would be a breach of State Aid rules.  The combination of private 
investment and State interventions means that Ireland will meet the EU Commission’s “Digital 
Agenda for Europe” target of having a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government accepts that the widespread availability of high speed broadband is a key 
requirement in delivering future economic and social development.  With basic broadband ser-
vices now widely available across Ireland, the challenge is to accelerate the roll out of high 
speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published recently, aims 
to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of 
at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s 
target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and 
businesses as possible.

The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country – specifically: 
70Mbps – 100Mbps will be available from the commercial market operators to more than half 
of the population by 2015; at least 40Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, to at least a further 
20% (and potentially as much as 35%) of the population during the lifetime of the Government; 
and a minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country, also during 
the lifetime of the Government.

During the preparation of the Plan, the commercial market operators indicated that they 
expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 2015.  The areas to 
be provided with those services will be determined by the commercial market operators.  One 



17 October 2012

163

of the first steps in delivering on the 30Mbps and 40Mbps commitments will be the completion 
of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in relation to commercial 
service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout the country.  Prepara-
tory work has commenced within my Department to expedite this mapping exercise.

The mapping exercise will identify the areas of the country where there is market failure in 
the provision of high speed broadband services.  It will also identify where the market is ex-
pected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years.  Until 
that process is complete, the precise areas of the country which will require State intervention 
will not be known.  I would reiterate however, that the Government remains committed to the 
delivery of the speeds referred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including areas such 
as Ballynacargy, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.  

17/10/2012WRS01750Water Charges

17/10/2012WRS01800201. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has considered exempting primary and post primary schools from pay-
ing water charges. [44982/12]

17/10/2012WRS01900202. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has considered reducing the cost of water charges to primary and post-
primary schools. [44983/12]

17/10/2012WRS02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201 and 202 together.  

I refer to the reply to Question No. 439 of 16 October 2012.  The position is unchanged. 

17/10/2012WRS02050Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRS02100203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of pay-
ments issued by his Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppli-
ers in respect of the supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued 
within 30 days of receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; 
between 60 and 90 days of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the 
invoice; and in excess of 120 days of receipt of the invoice. [45017/12]

17/10/2012WRS02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Information in respect of the timing of payments by my Department and relevant agen-
cies since 1 July, 2011 is available on the Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/en/
Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/PromptPayments 

17/10/2012WRT00150Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

17/10/2012WRT00200204. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the non principal private 
residence charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45085/12]

17/10/2012WRT00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
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gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of 
local authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. 
It is a matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she 
has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the charge.   

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect non-principal private residence 
charges and late payment fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed and pay-
able to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority concerned. In 
this regard, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant 
local authority. Guidelines have also been issued to local authorities in relation to the operation 
of the “care and management” provisions of the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 and lo-
cal authorities are expected to implement these guidelines appropriately. 

The NPPR charge has been in operation for 4 years and has been the subject of much pub-
lic discussion and commentary prior to, and following, its introduction.  Failure to declare a 
liability in respect of, or to fail to pay, the charge on non-principal private residences, are of-
fences. I urge all liable parties who have not paid the charge on non-principal private residences 
to contact their local authority as a matter of urgency. Property owners who are unsure of their 
liability should, in the first instance, contact their local authority.

17/10/2012WRT00350Mortgage to Rent Scheme Application Numbers

17/10/2012WRT00400205. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of households that have availed of the mortgage to rent scheme; 
the number of properties that have been considered by each participating bank; the number that 
have been approved by each bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45143/12]

17/10/2012WRT00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): More than sixty cases are currently being processed under 
the mortgage to rent scheme.   One case has been fully concluded and a further 8 are expected 
to conclude shortly with purchase prices now agreed. My Department does not have access to 
lender data on the number of households which may be eligible for the scheme.

17/10/2012WRT00550Local Authority Expenditure

17/10/2012WRT00600206. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a cumulative total for the energy bills of all local authorities 
including public lighting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45148/12]

17/10/2012WRT00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The annual financial statement of each local authority provides an analysis of its current 
expenditure. Local authorities incur a range of energy expenses including, but not limited to, 
electricity, gas and heating oil costs in relation to local authority offices and buildings, water 
and waste water treatment plants, fire stations, etc., fuel for local authority vehicles and public 
lighting costs.   

The energy costs for 2010, the latest year for which audited information is available, were 
€135,728,482.
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17/10/2012WRT00750Septic Tank Registration Scheme

17/10/2012WRT00800207. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will introduce a retrofit scheme providing grant support or tax relief 
when problems with domestic septic tanks are identified which require remedial works beyond 
desludging; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45149/12]

17/10/2012WRT00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have said on a number of occasions that I am prepared to consider all possible options 
to provide financial support to householders’ whose treatment systems are deemed, following 
inspection under the new legislation, to require substantial remediation or upgrading. The pro-
vision of any financial support will have to have regard to the overall budgetary situation and to 
the financial position of the individual households concerned. However, it would be inappropri-
ate for me to give any guarantees until the need for financial support is determined. The extent 
of problems with domestic waste water treatment systems, and the remediation costs arising, 
will not be clear until such time as inspections are being carried out. 

17/10/2012WRT00950Regional Assemblies Issues

17/10/2012WRT01000208. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has considered reconfiguring the regional authorities that were laid out 
in the Local Government Act 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order 1993 as the 
current configuration has caused counties, such as County Kerry, to become disadvantaged in 
comparison to County Limerick and the border, midlands and west regions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45267/12]

17/10/2012WRT01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Action Programme for Effective Local Government, which was published on 16 
October following Government approval, provides for the replacement of the existing regional 
assemblies and regional authorities by three regional assemblies in 2014 to perform an updated 
range of strategic functions. The new regions will be the Southern Region (which will include 
County Kerry), the Eastern and dlands Region, and the Connaught-Ulster Region.  The Action 
Programme is available on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie.

17/10/2012WRT01150Local Authority Funding

17/10/2012WRT01200209. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government with regard to a loan sought by Roscommon County Council for the de-
velopment of a new civic headquarters, the persons from whom the county council are getting 
the loan; the interest rate they are paying on the loan; the number of years the loan is for; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45271/12]

17/10/2012WRT01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authority office accommodation is a matter in the first instance for local authorities. 
However, they are expected to provide such accommodation in the most cost effective manner 
possible having regard to their needs and resources. In that context, future plans for the Council 
office in Roscommon are a matter for Roscommon Co unty Council based on its assessment 
of the position .   My Department has provided sanction, in accordance with Section 106 of 
the Local Government Act 2001, to the   Council to arrange loan funding for the construction 
of a new Civic Office. This sanction was provided subject to Roscommon County Council: 1. 
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being satisfied that it is receiving the best possible terms available; 2. making sufficient provi-
sion in their annual budgets for the repayment of the loan charges over the repayment period; 
and 3. being satisfied that the financing of the project will not adversely affect the provision of 
Council services during the repayment period.  I understand that Roscommon County Council 
has negotiated a loan of €22m with the Housing Finance Agency over a period of forty years, 
at a variable interest rate.

17/10/2012WRT01350End of Life Vehicles Certification

17/10/2012WRT01400210. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will detail the process or legislation from which end of life vehicle 
certification emanates; if there is a system of recompense to operators of authorised treatment 
facilities who issue ELV certificates; if he will explain that system and the way in which an 
operator of an AFT might apply to such a scheme in order that they may be recompensed for 
acceptance of end of live vehicles and the issuing of an end of life vehicle certificate; if there is 
a payment recoverable by the operator from his Department or agency under his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45280/12]

17/10/2012WRT01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under the End-of-Life Vehicles Directive, each Member State is required, inter alia, to 
ensure that all end-of-life vehicles are dismantled, treated and recovered at no cost to the final 
holder/owner of that vehicle and in a manner that does not cause environmental pollution. 

The Waste Management (End-of-Life Vehicle) Regulations 2006 provide the regulatory 
framework for the implementation of the Directive in Ireland. Under the Regulations, a wide 
range of obligations are imposed on vehicle producers, authorised treatment facilities, vehicle 
owners and local authorities. 

Certificates of Destruction are issued by authorised treatment facilities as prescribed in ar-
ticle 19 of the Regulations. These Regulations require that a Certificate of Destruction is issued 
on the deposit of a vehicle, falling within the scope of the regulations, at the authorised treat-
ment facility concerned. Article 22(1)(a) of these Regulations also requires authorised treat-
ment facilities to notify the Driver and Vehicle Computer Services Section of the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport based in Shannon in County Clare of Certificates of Destruc-
tion issued. There is no payment recoverable by the operator of an authorised treatment facility 
from my Department or any agency operating under the aegis of my Department for issuing 
Certificates of Destruction. 

Under article 9 of the Regulations, producers are required to establish national collection 
systems for the appropriate treatment and recovery of end-of-life vehicles of their particular 
brands. As a minimum and in accordance with the proximity principle, each producer’s na-
tional collection system is required to have at least one authorised treatment facility in each city 
and county council area that will provide free take-back for vehicles of that producer’s brand. 
In order to fulfil their obligations under this article, producers have entered into contractual 
agreements with authorised treatment facilities operating in the functional area of each local 
authority. Subject to compliance with all relevant provisions of the Regulations, it is a matter 
for producers and authorised treatment facilities alike to determine the financial conditions of 
such contracts. It should be further noted that given the current high value of scrap metal, there 
are very few end-of-life vehicles with a negative value at present. 

An examination of all aspects of the end-of-life vehicle system is currently being conducted 
by my Department as part of a wide ranging review of the producer responsibility initiatives in 
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operation in Ireland. This review will provide recommendations on how to improve the funding 
and reporting structures and environmental outputs of the end-of-life vehicle system in order to 
enable Ireland to operate successfully in meeting our domestic and EU environmental obliga-
tions in the medium to long term.

17/10/2012WRT01550Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRT01600211. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, 
any body under his aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the con-
sultancy companies awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each 
consultant; if the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45296/12]

17/10/2012WRT01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan) (Deputy Phil Hogan): Annual expenditure on consultancies by my Department over the 
period in question is as follows: 

           - 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 (to 
date) 

Consultancy 
Expenditure 

€5.594m € 2 .051m €0.994m €0.323m €0.369m 

The awarding of consultancy contracts in my Department is carried out in accordance with 
Guidelines for the Engagement of Consultants and Other External Support by the Civil Service, 
published by the Department of Finance.

 Details of consultancy expenditure for each year are set out as follows.  The expenditure 
shown relates to the configuration of my Department at the relevant point in time (i.e. Heritage 
consultancies are included from 2008 to 2010 and Community consultancies are included from 
1 May 2011). Information in respect of agencies is a matter for the bodies concerned.

 

Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2008 Expenditure
Assessment of site condi-
tions at Haulbowline. 

White Young Green 
Consultants 

€385,000 

Capital project spot checks 
and reviews. 

Ernst and Young €325,345 

Cobh landslide project. Cork County Council €72,000 
Code of practice on timber 
frame houses. 

National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland (NSAI) 

€27,000 

Communications strategy 
for ENFO. 

Murrays Consultants €32,812 

Construction research 
reports. 

DKM Consultants Ltd €123,113 

Consultancy fees. Oracle EMEA Ltd €4,629 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2008 Expenditure
Design and develop world 
heritage sites website. 

Room Three Design €61,097 

Design consultancy for Reg-
ister of Electors forms. 

Design Works €5,173 

Development of a library 
plan for ENFO. 

Brid McGrath – Information 
Consultant 

€13,500 

Development of implemen-
tation plan for homeless 
strategy. 

Mary Higgins – Manage-
ment & Social Policy Con-
sultant 

€4,981 

Documentation for World 
Heritage Site nomination ap-
plication, Clonmacnoise. 

ERA Maptec €50,232 

Draft Register of Electors 
awareness campaign. 

First Communication and 
Advertising Ltd 

€158,000 

Electoral Commission scop-
ing study. 

UCD Consultancy Team €8,400 

Eurocode 2 Study: Concrete 
study. 

Kavanagh, Mansfield & 
Partners 

€20,503 

Eurocode 6 Study: Masonry 
study. 

Lee Mc Cullough Consultant 
Engineers 

€16,251 

Evaluation of gateway in-
novation fund proposals. 

Goodbody Economic Con-
sultants Ltd 

€73,689 

Examination of final ac-
counts for Water Services 
Investment Programme 
schemes. 

M.J. O’Connell & Co. Con-
sulting Engineers 

€5,082 

Examine potential for travel-
ler organisations to provide 
voluntary housing. 

Irish Traveller Movement €20,000 

Final accounts - north fringe 
sewerage schemes. 

Mr. John Murphy €5,145 

Fixed asset reconciliations. Fortius Consulting Ltd €4,860 
Fuel poverty study. Combat Poverty Agency €25,000 
Independent assessment of 
proposed acquisition by the 
Irish Heritage Trust Limited 
of Annes Grove House. 

Indecon €14,520 

Inex 3 exercise report. Operational Command 
Training Organisation Ltd 

€4,828 

International review of 
waste management policy. 

Eunomia Research & Con-
sulting 

€62,773 

Irish battlefields project. Headland Archaeology/En-
eclann 

€280,542 

Knocknarea, Carrowmore 
and Carns Hill Conservation 
Study. 

Aegis Archaelogy Ltd €29,064 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2008 Expenditure
Legal services in respect of 
proposed scheme of tenant 
purchase for local authority 
apartments. 

William Fry Solicitors €48,857 

Limiting thermal bridging 
& air filtration acceptable 
construction details. 

Mr. Hugh O Cofaigh €18,368 

Met É ireann weather radar.   Deloitte €33,000 
Monasterboice conservation 
study. 

Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd €34,860 

Monitoring of archaeologi-
cal monuments programme. 

Liam Downey & Dermot 
Harrington 

€40,000 

National archaeological 
archive and object resource 
facility. 

Headland Archaeology/En-
eclann 

€27,007 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

Cawley Nea €1,029,808 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

Mary Murphy & Associates €506,037 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

OMD €169,041 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

RPS Group €871,357 

National litter pollution 
monitoring system. 

Tobin Consulting Engineers €101,203 

Neighbourhood planning. NCCRI €10,000 
Peer review of WYG envi-
ronmental report 2008. 

Sirius Geotechnical & Env 
Ltd 

€28,000 

Powerpoint template & 
launch of DoEHLG identity. 

Baseline Creative Services €14,716 

Preparation of strategic en-
vironmental assessment and 
generic pollution reduction 
programme under shellfish 
waters directive. 

RPS Group €144,099 

Prepare documentation for 
World Heritage nomination 
application. 

Dr. Jukka Jokilehto €14,520 

Process auditor fees. Mr. Owen Boyle €9,624 
Professional services & 
planning advice. 

Kiaran O’Malley & Co Ltd €9,460 

Rath Lugh geotechnical 
consultancy. 

Golder Associates €4,734 

Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment of proposed Section 
60. 

Goodbody Economic Con-
sultants Ltd 

€22,410 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2008 Expenditure
Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment report - waste facilities 
and plastic bags. 

AP Env Econ Limited €64,686 

Report into Limerick main 
drainage. 

Mr. Tom Considine €29,415 

Review and re-drafting 
forms of contracts for Rental 
Accomodation Scheme. 

William Fry Solicitors €15,626 

Review and report on certain 
matters relating to Dublin 
City Council’s Regional 
wastewater treatment plant 
at Ringsend. 

Mr. Brendan Fehily €34,346 

Review of local authority 
service indicators. 

Mr. Nathan O’Connor €9,000 

Risk assessment. QTS €968 
Safety audit of HQ offices 
Glasnevin. 

Olive Safety Services €1,089 

Strategic review of volun-
tary housing co-operative 
programme. 

Grant Thornton €160,000 

Study on meeting require-
ments on greenhouse gases. 

Enviros Consulting €84,657 

Supplementary Research 
Project Woodstown 6 

Archaeology Consultancy 
Services Ltd 

€173,714 

Survey of repair and mainte-
nance. 

ESRI (Economic & Social 
Research Institute) 

€27,020 

Technical guidance docu-
ments. 

Downey Mac Conville Ar-
chitects 

€7,980 

Waterford Youth Service 
research project. 

Community Consultants €15,000 

Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2009 Expenditure
Building Standards Regula-
tions [parts L & E] research. 

BRE €108,527 

Capital project spot checks 
and reviews. 

Ernst and Young €219,702 

Construction research re-
ports. 

DKM Consultants Ltd €99,048 

Design consultancy for Reg-
ister of Electors forms. 

Design Works €1,792 

Documentation for World 
Heritage Site nomination ap-
plication, Clonmacnoise. 

ERA Maptec €12,610 

International review of 
waste management policy. 

Eunomia Research & Con-
sulting 

€116,506 

Intranet site enhancement. Start Computing Ltd €4,253 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2009 Expenditure
Knocknarea, Carrowmore 
and Carns Hill Conservation 
Study. 

Aegis Archaelogy Ltd €40,950 

Legal advice on the pro-
vision of a premium rate 
weather service. 

A&L Goodbody Solicitors €6,075 

Migration from Novell and 
developing areas initiative. 

Deloitte €28,856 

Monasterboice conservation 
study. 

Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd €4,300 

National Archaeological Ar-
chive and Object Resource 
Facility. 

Headland Archaeology/En-
eclann 

€27,204 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

Cawley Nea €463,455 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

Mary Murphy & Associates €329,550 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

OMD €45,685 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

RPS Group €284,508 

National landscape strategy 
Tara Skryne project. 

Meath County Council €51,185 

National Parks and Wildlife 
Service review. 

Grant Thornton €129,112 

NPWS data management 
framework proposal and 
study. 

Environmental Systems Re-
search Institute Ireland 

€24,203 

Professional services & 
planning advice. 

Kiaran O’Malley & Co Ltd €10,541 

Strategic environmental as-
sessment. 

Eunomia Research & Con-
sulting 

€43,284 

Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2010 Expenditure
Archaeological impact as-
sessment on Met Éireann 
site at Valentia. 

Barrow Archaeological 
Services 

€2,662 

Assessment for proposed 
new air monitoring facility 
at Valentia. 

Malachy Walsh & Partners €6,655 

Chair of VFM review WSIP 
2007-9. 

Mr. Pat McBride €2,000 

Consider Céide Fields for 
nomination to World Heri-
tage list. 

Dr Carol Westrik €6,839 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2010 Expenditure
Construction research re-
ports. 

DKM Consultants Ltd €81,319 

Consultancy regarding Part 
E (Sound) of the Building 
Regulations. 

Napier University Ventures 
Ltd 

€7,851 

DDDA’s options paper on 
Becbay joint venture. 

Farrell Grant Sparks €17,407 

Drafting of the text for 
Ireland’s second National 
Biodiversity Plan. 

Mr. David Hickie, Environ-
mental Consultant 

€6,050 

Drogheda boat project. Mr. Holger Schweitzer €40,218 
Environmental and geotech-
nical assessment at former 
Irish Ispat site at Haulbow-
line, Cork. 

WYG Consultants €107,833 

Examination of final ac-
counts for Water Services 
Investment Programme 
schemes. 

M.J. O’Connell & Co. Con-
sulting Engineers 

€13,378 

Examination of final ac-
counts. 

Murphy Consulting €21,845 

Independently chairing 
NSAI coal stakeholder 
group. 

Seaver Associates €3,267 

International review of 
waste management policy. 

Eunomia Research & Con-
sulting 

€82,087 

Irish battlefields project. Headland Archaeology/En-
eclann 

€70,592 

Land survey at Valentia. Zenith Land Surveys €2,420 
Legal advice on the pro-
vision of a premium rate 
weather service. 

A&L Goodbody Solicitors €14,925 

Manual o n performance 
criteria of sustainable high 
and large scale buildings in 
urban areas. 

Shaffrey Associates and 
Placemakers 

€12,000 

Method safety statement. M.I. Safety & Training 
Services 

€350 

National climate change 
awareness campaign. 

Cawley Nea €148,873 

National litter pollution 
monitoring system. 

Tobin Consulting Engineers €64,226 

National Parks and Wildlife 
Service review. 

Grant Thornton €54,607 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2010 Expenditure
Negotiation of the conclu-
sion of lease arrangements 
for the storage of electronic 
voting machines. 

DTZ Sherry Fitzgerald €5,566 

NPWS data management 
framework proposal and 
study. 

Environmental Systems Re-
search Institute Ireland 

€36,155 

Opinion on competition 
aspects of Dublin waste to 
energy contract. 

Eunomia Research & Con-
sulting 

€2,178 

Prepare best practice manual 
to accompany local area 
plans. 

Queens University Belfast €55,000 

Process auditor fees. Mr. Owen Boyle €17,484 
Specialist economic advice 
in respect of project agree-
ment entered into by Dublin 
City Council. 

ECU Ltd €3,781 

Study for assessing accept-
able construction details to 
support TGD L Conserva-
tion of Fuel and Energy-
Dwellings 2010. 

BRE €103,836 

Surveillance audit. National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland (NSAI) 

€2,662 

Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2011 Expenditure
Advise on, and assist tender-
ing process for, Tidy Towns 
sponsorship. 

Pembroke Communications €4,560 

Advisor to the Dormant Ac-
counts Board. 

Mr. David Lovegrove €7,714 

Archaelogical report on Met 
Éireann site at Valentia. 

Barrow Archaeological 
Services 

€1,210 

Consultancy services on 
establishment of National 
Water Utility. 

Price Waterhouse Coopers €59,290 

Contribution towards a DJEI 
consultancy for a Govern-
ment approved project to 
measure administrative 
burdens on business. 

Department of Jobs, Enter-
prise & Innovation 

€27,000 

Environment and engineer-
ing advice, EIS screening 
report and planning submis-
sion for site at Valentia. 

Malachy Walsh & Partners €17,378 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2011 Expenditure
Feasibility study to inform 
the design of a main stage 
national evaluation of the 
Local and Community De-
velopment Programme. 

SQW Limited €43,999 

Legal advice on the pro-
vision of a premium rate 
weather service. 

A&L Goodbody Solicitors €10,374 

National litter pollution 
monitoring system. 

Tobin Consulting Engineers €68,822 

Preparation and delivery 
of a training manual and 
programme for the imple-
mentation of the new Part M 
(Access and Use) of Build-
ing Regulations. 

O’Herlihy Consultancy €14,337 

Provision of valuation ser-
vices in respect of foreshore 
lease and licence applica-
tions. 

Lisney €32,267 

Recertification audit of 
ISO9001:2008. 

National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland (NSAI) 

€3,993 

Retrofitting code of practice. Building Research Estab-
lishment Ltd 

€21,191 

Review of homelessness 
services Dublin region. 

Murtagh & Partners €27,800 

Sound insultation research 
to inform the drafting of Part 
E (Sound) of the Building 
Regulations. 

Napier University Ventures 
Ltd 

€1,423 

Study in respect of provision 
of fire detection and alarms 
systems in dwellings. 

ARUP Consulting Engineers €12,100 

Testing of hydraulic effi-
ciency - national annex for 
septic tanks and wastewater 
treatment. 

Irish Concrete Federation 
Ltd 

€2,270 

Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2012 Expenditure(to date)
Advisor to the Dormant Ac-
counts Board. 

Mr. David Lovegrove €4,088 

Ambient air monitoring in 
the vicinity of the former 
steelworks site, Haulbow-
line, Cork. 

White Young Green €13,005 
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Purpose of Consultancy Consultant 2012 Expenditure(to date)
Analysis of property tax op-
tions - a report to the Inter-
departmental Expert Group 
on Property Tax. 

ESRI (Economic & Social 
Research Institute) 

€60,280 

Archaeological investiga-
tion/works for Met Éireann 
site at Valentia . 

Munster Archaeology €24,258 

Consultancy services on 
establishment of National 
Water Utility. 

Price Waterhouse Coopers €72,324 

Environment and engineer-
ing advice, EIS screening 
report and planning submis-
sion for site at Valentia. 

Malachy Walsh & Partners €2,153 

National litter pollution 
monitoring system. 

Tobin Consulting Engineers €42,612 

Negotiation of the conclu-
sion of lease arrangements 
for the storage of electronic 
voting machines. 

DTZ Sherry Fitzgerald €2,783 

Overall review of the Home-
less Strategy 2008-2013. 

Dr. Eoin O’Suillivan, TCD €6,000 

Provision of expertise 
concerning strategic envi-
ronmental assessment and 
appropriate assessment tech-
niques for the evaluation and 
revision of regional waste 
management plans. 

RPS MCOS Ltd €36,251 

Provision of valuation ser-
vices in respect of foreshore 
lease and licence applica-
tions. 

Lisney €26,547 

Retrofitting code of practice. Building Research Estab-
lishment Ltd 

€6,444 

Review of the manage-
ment by the Department of 
an application by Wicklow 
County Council for loan ap-
proval in respect of the com-
pulsory purchase of land at 
Charlesland, Co. Wicklow. 

Mr. Seamus Woulfe SC €19,680 

Study in respect of provision 
of fire detection and alarms 
systems in dwellings. 

ARUP Consulting Engineers €17,835 

Surveillance audit on IS EN 
ISO 2012. 

National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland (NSAI) 

€2,706 
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17/10/2012WRT01750Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRT01800212. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior 
or junior counsel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the 
names of the barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work 
concerned; if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45313/12]

17/10/2012WRT01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan) (Deputy Phil Hogan): The information requested in respect of payments made by my 
Department from 2008 to 2012 is set out in the following table. This does not include costs 
associated with the Planning Tribunal; payments of this nature by agencies or bodies under the 
aegis of my Department are a matter for the agency or body concerned. 

Year Name of Firm 
or Solicitor/Bar-
rister

Subject Matter/
Nature of Work

Fees Paid Competitive 
Tendering Pro-
cess

2008 Philippe Sands Legal advice on 
nuclear safety 
issues

€1,565 No competitive 
process, due to 
nature of matter 
concerned

2008 Niamh Hyland Legal advice on 
nuclear safety 
issues

€6,060 No competitive 
process, due to 
nature of matter 
concerned

2008 Eoghan Fitzsi-
mons

Legal advice on 
nuclear safety 
issues

€12,120 No competitive 
process, due to 
nature of matter 
concerned

2008 Paul Sreenan Legal advice on 
nuclear safety 
issues

€10,100 No competitive 
process, due to 
nature of matter 
concerned

2008 William Fry 
Solicitors

Legal advice 
on contracts 
for Rental Ac-
commodation 
Scheme

€15,625 Yes

2008 William Fry 
Solicitors

Legal advice on 
contracts for In-
cremental Pur-
chase Scheme

€48,840 Yes

2008 William Fry 
Solicitors

Legal advice 
on contracts for 
tenant purchase 
of local author-
ity apartments

€48,857 Yes
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Year Name of Firm 
or Solicitor/Bar-
rister

Subject Matter/
Nature of Work

Fees Paid Competitive 
Tendering Pro-
cess

2009 A&L Goodbody Legal advice on 
tender and con-
tract documen-
tation relating to 
the provision of  
a Premium Rate 
Weather Service

€6,075 No competi-
tive process. 
Continuation of 
contract previ-
ously awarded

2009 Anthony Collins 
SC, Margaret 
Gray JC

ECJ Dangerous 
Substances in-
fringement case. 
Advice on draft-
ing of Program-
ming Document.

€21,991 Counsel ap-
pointed by 
CSSO.

2009 Eugene Regan, 
Senior Counsel

Legal advice 
on transposi-
tion of Directive 
2001/80/EC on 
the limitation 
of emissions of 
certain pollut-
ants into the air 
from large com-
bustion plant.

€901 No competitive 
process – legal 
advice was pre-
viously given in 
this area

2009 FR Kelly – Bar-
rister

Market De-
velopment 
Programme – 
Advice on logo 
patent

€592 Yes

2009 Matheson, 
Ormsby, Pren-
tice

Market Devel-
opment Pro-
gramme – Ad-
vice on terms 
and conditions 
for a student 
competition

€1,063 Yes

2010 FR Kelly – Bar-
rister

Market De-
velopment 
Programme – 
Advice on logo 
patent

€507 Yes

2010 Matheson, 
Ormsby, Pren-
tice

Market Devel-
opment Pro-
gramme – Ad-
vice on terms 
and conditions 
for a student 
competition

€343 Yes
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Year Name of Firm 
or Solicitor/Bar-
rister

Subject Matter/
Nature of Work

Fees Paid Competitive 
Tendering Pro-
cess

2010 John Hennessy 
Senior Counsel

To prepare a 
report concern-
ing the financial 
and related risks 
faced by Dublin 
City Council 
in connection 
with the agree-
ment between 
the Council and 
Dublin Waste to 
Energy Ltd.

€54,450 Services provid-
ed consequent 
on appointment 
as an authorised 
person under 
section 224 
of the Local 
Government Act 
2001.

2010 A&L Goodbody Legal advice on 
tender and con-
tract documen-
tation relating 
to the provision 
of a Premium 
Weather Service

€14,925 No competi-
tive process. 
Continuation of 
contract previ-
ously awarded

2010 Arthur Cox 
Solicitors

Legal advice 
and drafting of 
Foreshore Legal 
Documents

€63,959.72 No competitive 
process due to 
time critical 
constraints and 
continuation 
of advice pro-
vided on the 
same cases to 
the   Department 
formerly with 
responsibility 
for foreshore.

2011 Margaret Gray 
BL

The drafting of 
Regulations to 
comply with Ar-
ticles 3(6) and 
4(3) of EU Di-
rective 2003/35/
EC relating to 
Public Participa-
tion

€7,622 No competitive 
process due to 
critical time 
constraints and 
previous advice 
provided in the 
area.
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Year Name of Firm 
or Solicitor/Bar-
rister

Subject Matter/
Nature of Work

Fees Paid Competitive 
Tendering Pro-
cess

2011 Arthur Cox 
Solicitors

Legal Advice 
and Drafting of 
Foreshore Legal 
Documents

€88,402 No competitive 
process due to 
time critical 
constraints and 
continuation 
of advice pro-
vided on the 
same cases to 
the  Department 
formerly with 
responsibility 
for foreshore.

2011 A&L Goodbody Legal advice on 
tender and con-
tract documen-
tation relating to 
the provision of 
a Premium Rate 
Weather Service

€10,374 No competi-
tive process. 
Continuation of 
contract previ-
ously awarded

2012 McDowell Pur-
cell Solicitors

Legal advice on 
Dublin Dock-
lands Develop-
ment Authority 
issues

€6,654 Yes

2012 Eamon Galligan 
SC

Legal advice on 
new provisions 
under section 
261a of the 
Planning and 
Development 
Act 2000

€1,353 No competitive 
process due to 
critical time 
constraints and 
previous advice 
provided in the 
area

2012 Seamus Woulfe 
SC

Review of the 
management by 
the Department 
of an applica-
tion by Wicklow 
County Council 
for loan approv-
al in respect of 
the compulsory 
purchase of land 
at Charlesland, 
Co. Wicklow

€19,680 Nominated by 
the  Office of 
the Attorney 
General 

2012 Arthur Cox 
Solicitors

Provision of le-
gal advice to the 
Pyrite Panel

€6,127 Yes
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In addition to the payments above, some other contractual arrangements for services contain 
an element of recoupment for incidental legal fees. 

17/10/2012WRT01950Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRT02000213. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an exter-
nal professional service to his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project man-
agement and including any other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced 
by each company to him over the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45330/12]

17/10/2012WRT02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan):  The information requested is being compiled and will be provided to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

17/10/2012WRT02150Local Authority Staff

17/10/2012WRT02200214. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if the funding that has previously been available to Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown County Council for a traveller dedicated social worker is still available; and if not, 
the reason it has been cut. [45366/12]

17/10/2012WRT02300215. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if there is funding to all local authorities for dedicated traveller social 
workers; and if these positions are statutory. [45367/12]

17/10/2012WRT02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 214 and 215 together. 

In accordance with Section 6 of the Housing Act 1988, my Department recoups 90% of the 
salary and expenses of social workers employed by local authorities to work with Travellers on 
accommodation related issues. Some €3.7m was recouped for this purpose in 2011. 

In September 2011 my Department raised concerns with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council in relation to the extent to which the social worker duties related to Traveller accom-
modation issues. My Department considered that the list of duties proposed by the Council for 
this post appeared to go beyond Traveller accommodation issues and was largely concerned 
with a range of other tasks.   

Consequently, my Department issued approval to this post on a contract basis for a period 
of one year only. No further correspondence has been received from the Council on the matter 
and no request to extend the current funding arrangements has been received in my Department.

17/10/2012WRU00250Commercial Rent Reviews

17/10/2012WRU00400216. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the agreed lease on the main 
premises of An Bord Pleanála at Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, is subject to an upwards only 
review clause; if he will confirm that a new lease was recently agreed on the premises; if so, if 
the new lease contains the same upwards only review clause; if he will provide the full financial 
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cost of renting the premises per year since it has been occupied by An Bord Pleanála; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45369/12]

17/10/2012WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An Bord Pleanála entered into a 25 year lease on 22 Janu-
ary 2002. The rent during the period up to the first review was €1,108,626. The terms of the 
lease provide for rent reviews every 5 years . A   rent review was carried out and a revised rental 
of €1,250,000 effective from 22 January 2007 per annum was agreed on 30 October 2008. 
However, notwithstanding the fact that the terms of the lease provide for upward only rent re-
views, a further rent review was due on 22 January 2012 and a verbal agreement was reached 
between the landlord and the Board that a rent review for that next five year period would not 
be undertaken. The rent has therefore remained at €1,250,000. 

The total rent paid by the Board under the lease to date is set out in the table below. 

Year Amount 
2002 €1,108,626 

2003 €1,108,626 

2004 €1,108,626 

2005 €1,108,626 

2006 €1,108,626 

2007 €1,250,000 

2008 €1,250,000 

2009 €1,250,000 

2010 €1,250,000 

2011 €1,250,000 

2012 €1,250,000 

TOTAL €13,043,130 

17/10/2012WRU00550Registration of Title

17/10/2012WRU00600217. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a transaction 
(details supplied) will be completed in the Land Registry Office. [45080/12]

17/10/2012WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority (PRA) 
was established as and from 4 November 2006.  The PRA replaces the Registrar of Deeds and 



Questions - Written Answers

182

Titles as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, subject to 
the above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

The Deputy will be aware of the service to T.D.s and Senators which provides information 
on the current status of applications, such as the subject of this question, which was introduced 
in May 2006.  The service provides a speedier, more efficient and more cost effective alterna-
tive to submitting Parliamentary Questions.  It is operated by the PRA and is available all year 
round. I can further inform the Deputy that his query has been forwarded to the PRA for atten-
tion and direct reply via the above mentioned service.      

17/10/2012WRU00750Court Sittings

17/10/2012WRU00800218. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to close court 
houses in rural towns and transfer the services to the main city court house; the reason for mak-
ing such a decision: the cost savings that will be achieved by this move; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44964/12]

17/10/2012WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the 
responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which 
includes the provision of accommodation for court sittings.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have 
been informed that the Courts Service has been reviewing all aspects of its organisational and 
operational structures throughout the country with the specific objective of ensuring that the 
Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front line court services and an appropriate 
level of service to court users.  I understand that no court venue has been singled out for or 
indeed exempted from the review process.

In this context a comprehensive review of venues has recently been completed, the purpose 
of which was to establish a general framework within which venues could be considered for 
closure taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, proximity to an alternative 
venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc.  The likely impact on other 
Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is also taken into ac-
count.  The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based on the criteria applied, 
could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the preparation of a busi-
ness case in respect of each identified venue which has now commenced.

The Service has advised that the identification of venues as part of the review process does 
not conclusively mean that the identified venues will close.  I am informed that no decision 
will be taken on an individual venue without prior consultation with local stakeholders and I 
understand that this consultation will be undertaken at an early stage in the assessment process 
so that all views can be fully reflected in the decision making process.  It should be noted that 
the final decision will be a matter for the Courts Service Board.  Under the statute I have no role 
or function in the matter.

The Courts Service has informed me that the cost savings will be calculated as part of the 
detailed assessment of each individual venue.  It is anticipated that the annual cost savings per 
venue closed will be in the region of €10,000.  It should be emphasised, however, that savings 
alone are not the objective and the intention of the proposed consolidation is to achieve opera-
tional efficiencies and a greater throughput of cases combined with providing an appropriate 
level of service to court users.  
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17/10/2012WRU00950Visa Applications

17/10/2012WRU01000219. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1219 of the 18 of September 2012, the options available to a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare since they have not done a degree course, and has not done 
one for five years; if he will outline if a further higher education course may be undertaken in 
this instance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45003/12]

17/10/2012WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my re-
ply to Dáil Question 1219 of 18 September 2012, which sets out the position in respect of the 
person concerned. The person entered the State on 27 July 2007 and registered with the Garda 
National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) on the 30 July, 2007. He had his permission to remain as 
a student renewed on an annual basis until 7 August 2012.

As previously outlined to the Deputy, a student who first entered the State or commenced 
their studies after 31 December, 2004 is subject to the conditions of the New Regime for full 
time non-EEA students , which was published in September 2010 and has been in effect since 
1 January, 2011.  It is available on the INIS website: www.inis.gov.ie.    This policy stipulates 
that non-EEA nationals may reside in Ireland as students, subject to the provisions of the new 
regime, for a maximum aggregate period of seven years.  A student is responsible for managing 
their studies to ensure compliance with this time limit.

This aggregate period may consist of periods of study on language or non-degree level 
courses as well as degree level courses.  However, it is a condition of the new regime that the 
maximum time a student may stay in Ireland for the purpose of attending courses at language or 
non language degree level is limited to 3 years.  In line with the new regime, it is permissible for 
students who come to Ireland on a language or non-degree programme to enroll on a course on 
the degree programme but subject to the overall limit of 7 years not being exceeded.  Courses 
under this programme must be listed on the Internationalisation Register.  The person in ques-
tion has exceeded the maximum 3 year period that a non EEA national is permitted to remain in 
the State to pursue a course of studies at language and non degree level.  As the person referred 
to by the Deputy is not in a position to enroll on a degree level course that complies with the 
conditions of the New Regime for full time non-EEA students,   he has no basis to remain in the 
State as a student.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/10/2012WRU01150Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRU01200220. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his Department and 
each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods 
and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the in-
voice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of 
the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of 
receipt of the invoice. [45022/12]
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17/10/2012WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department publishes on 
its website, each quarter, the number of payments made in respect of the supply of goods and 
services and the time period within which such payments are made. The summary position for 
2011 is as follows:

Vote Number of payments issued-
within 30days

Number of payments issued 
after 30 days

Justice and Equality 30,315 609
An Garda Síochána 45,355 1,155
Prisons 22,688 824
Courts 12,156 894
Property Registration Au-
thority

1,702 26

In the region of 97% of all payments were issued within 30 days and practically all the pay-
ments issued after 30 days are made within the 30 to 60 day period  .

17/10/2012WRU01350Proposed Legislation

17/10/2012WRU01400221. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to change 
current wardship legislation and if he will outline his views on the need for such change. 
[45035/12]

17/10/2012WRU01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment contains a commitment to introduce a Bill that is in line with the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The Bill is at an advanced stage of drafting. Work is ongo-
ing to properly align the provisions of the Bill with the principles contained in the UN Conven-
tion on supporting people with impaired capacity in making decisions and exercising their basic 
rights. I envisage that the title of the Bill will reflect this approach.

The Bill proposes replacement of the Wards of Court system with a modern statutory frame-
work to support persons with impaired decision-making ability. The Wards of Court system is 
regarded as unsuited to modern conditions and incapable of coping with projected demographic 
growth and increased need for the management of the affairs of persons who lack capacity. The 
terminology and concepts used in the existing legislation of 1871 are regarded as inappropriate 
to the modern understanding of mental illness and legal capacity. The enactment of new legisla-
tion is one of the core elements of the remaining work to be completed to enable ratification of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and work on the Bill in ongoing.

17/10/2012WRU01550Court Staff

17/10/2012WRU01600222. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
staff and vacant posts in each district probate office; the steps being taken to deal with the back-
log; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45109/12]

17/10/2012WRU01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Probate Office is an of-
fice of the High Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service 
which, as the Deputy will be aware, is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts 
Service Act 1998. However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries 
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made and the Courts Service has informed me that there are 14 District Probate Registries lo-
cated outside Dublin attached to Circuit Court Offices.  Staff in these offices also have respon-
sibility for other aspects of circuit court work.  I am sure that the Deputy will appreciate that 
the Courts Service, in common with all other public sector organisations, is obliged to ensure 
that resources are deployed to best effect to ensure continuity of service with reduced budgets 
and resources.  Greater flexibility in the deployment of available resources will be critical in 
maintaining the delivery of front line court services.

The Courts Service has informed me that the impact of vacancies on the provision of ser-
vices varies between court offices depending on the number of vacancies and the skill sets 
available in each office.  The Service has put in place contingency plans customised to meet the 
needs of individual offices.  These plans include technical skills training to address the skills 
and knowledge deficit resulting from vacancies.  In addition, the Courts Service has indicated to 
applicants that they may lodge probate applications with the Probate Registry in Dublin, if they 
wish to do so.  The Service has also put in place a series of work force planning measures over 
the last three years to ensure that available resources are deployed to best effect including the 
centralising of processes, creation of multi-jurisdictional combined court offices, rationalisation 
of court venues and offices, rationalisation and standardisation of processes and an ongoing 
review of resource allocation including redeployment to front line services.

The table below sets out the current position in each office:  

Circuit Court Office/ Com-
bined Office

**Total staff currently serv-
ing

Number of Vacancies

*Mayo 10 1
*Cavan 3 2
Tipperary 8 1
Cork 28 0
Louth 8 1
*Galway 11 1
*Kilkenny 5 1
Donegal 11 0
Limerick 13 1
*Westmeath 7 0
Sligo 7 0
Kerry 7 5
*Waterford 15 2
Wexford 5 1
Total 138 23
*These are now combined court offices.

** The number of staff in each court office responsible for all aspects of court work not 
exclusively probate.

17/10/2012WRU01750Asylum Seeker Accommodation

17/10/2012WRU01800223. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of accommodation centres closed by the Reception and Integration Agency since August 2012, 
and the decreased number of asylum seekers spaces taken out of the system as a result of the 
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closures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45285/12]

17/10/2012WRU01900224. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost to 
the State, paid in excess capacity versus occupancy, in the provision of accommodation for asy-
lum seekers, from May 2010 to 1 October 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45286/12]

17/10/2012WRU02000225. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the recommendations contained in the Value for Money and Policy Review, Reception and 
Integration Agency, Final Report May 2010, have not been implemented in regard to excess 
capacity, which as of 16 September 2012 was running at 14.7%, which represents 852 excess 
bed spaces; the cost of this excess capacity; the person in the Reception and Integration Agency 
that has overall responsibility for this excess; if the cost to the State can be quantified because 
of this excess capacity when measured against occupancy;; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45287/12]

17/10/2012WRU02100226. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the residents of Lisbrook House, Galway, who with their belongings were on a bus awaiting 
transfer to another accommodation centre, were instructed to get off the bus, take their belong-
ings and return to Lisbrook House; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45288/12]

17/10/2012WRU02200227. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of times since taking office he has visited the offices of the Reception and Integration Agency, 
at Bishop’s Gate, Dublin 2; the number of times and at what interval he is directly briefed by 
senior staff within the Reception and Integration Agency regarding the excess cost to the State 
of running an excess capacity over actual occupancy in the provision of services to asylum 
seekers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45289/12]

17/10/2012WRU02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 223 to 227, inclusive, together.

The Reception & Integration Agency (RIA), an operational unit of the Irish Naturalisation 
& Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, is responsible for the accommodation of asy-
lum seekers under the Direct Provision system.  As of 7 October, 2012, RIA is accommodating 
4,955 persons in 36 accommodation centres located in 17 counties throughout the country. De-
tails of all of these centres are available on its website - www.ria.gov.ie.  I am regularly briefed 
and kept informed on all matters relating to immigration and asylum including the Direct Provi-
sion System as well as, of course, the linked matters of finance and budgets.

The matter raised by the Deputy centres around the Value for Money Report and Policy Re-
view - Asylum Seeker Accommodation Programme, published in 2010, which was laid before 
the Oireachtas and is available on the Oireachtas website and RIA’s website  www.ria.gov.ie  
.   In this report, the VFM group accepted that it is not possible for RIA to achieve 100% oc-
cupancy of its accommodation - due to family configuration, sickness requiring isolation, and 
so on - and recommended that RIA strive for an occupancy rate of 90% or less of its available 
capacity.  This is a guideline and at any point in time spare capacities can be above or below 
this figure.  It is therefore an incorrect premise that capacity above 10% at a particular point in 
time is an ‘excess’ which can be quantified in monetary terms.

There are three reasons for this. Firstly, the ebb and flow of asylum seekers requiring RIA 
accommodation is such that it is impossible to predict with 100% certainty that the numbers 
requiring accommodation will result in a spare capacity of exactly 10% or less at any one point.

Secondly, contracts which RIA has with service providers are deliberately ‘staggered’ 
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throughout the year to account for this ebb and flow.  Indeed, generally contracts are now for 
between 12 and 18 months in duration and this allows RIA to engage or disengage from con-
tracts as required having regard to current accommodation needs.  Given the current downward 
trend in asylum seekers requiring accommodation, when a contract comes up for renewal a de-
cision has to be made to seek to reduce its capacity, including adjusting capacity across a group 
of related centres, or to close it.  RIA makes every effort to keep family centres open, preferring 
instead to reduce contracted capacities. But a reduction of capacity by, say, 15% does not mean 
a commensurate reduction in cost and the closure of a centre may be the only economic option 
for the contractor.  It is simply not possible, taking into account the logistics involved in either 
reducing capacities or closing centres, to achieve a spare capacity of 10% at all times. This can 
only be achieved over a period of time taking into account projected fluctuations in demand.

  Thirdly, the recommendation in this respect was one of a number of inter-linked recom-
mendations. Among the recommendations of the VFM report was the introduction of a mix 
of ‘contracts for capacity’ and ‘contracts for availability and occupancy’ as well as a ‘more 
open’ tendering system in respect of the commercially owned and operated centres in the RIA 
portfolio.  Preparatory work has begun on devising a more open tendering process for the com-
mercially owned centres which could only have taken place following the recent completion of 
the tender competition for the management of RIA’s seven State owned centres. This will be a 
difficult and complex exercise as the tender process will have to take account of “non-money” 
issues such as access to social, educational and health services as well as adherence to long 
standing Government policy on dispersal of asylum seekers throughout the country so that no 
one region is disproportionately burdened in relation to service provision, as well as a recogni-
tion that other State agencies may have already committed resources in a particular region or 
area.

An illustration of the complexities involved in taking actions to achieve the recommenda-
tions of the VFM report is the recent decision by RIA to close down the Lisbrook centre in 
Galway city.  This operation was in progress when I received a number of representations, in-
cluding from the Deputy’s own party on the matter.  I instructed that the operation be suspended 
until the decision had been reviewed. The review concluded that the closure was necessary, 
particularly in view of the need to reduce bed capacity in RIA centres thereby reducing expen-
diture. This decision, of course, is entirely in keeping with the recommendation of the Value for 
Money Report and will yield a cost reduction of approximately €2 million.

In the period 2009 (when significant downsizing of the RIA portfolio began) to date, a total 
of 23 centres have been closed.  When Lisbrook House is closed in a few weeks, that will bring 
the number up to 24 and will have yielded an overall reduction in capacity of 2,671.  Arising 
from these closures and reductions in capacity, as well as other cost saving measures introduced 
by RIA, the cumulative savings overall on the Direct Provision system from the end of 2008 to 
the end of 2012 will amount to over €67 million.

Since August 2012, RIA has closed one centre - Viking Lodge in Dublin 8 (55 bed spaces) 
and is currently in the process of closing Lisbrook House in Galway City (284 bed spaces). 
Taking the closures indicated above as well as reductions in capacities on other contracts into 
account, RIA expects to have a capacity of 5,460 at 31 December, 2012.  Taking current oc-
cupancies rates as a base, this would represent a spare capacity of 9.2%, well within the VFM 
recommendations.

17/10/2012WRV00250Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRV00300228. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
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provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the 
total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or 
State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was 
advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45301/12]

17/10/2012WRV00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The annual spend on consul-
tancy by my Department in each of the years 2008-2011 and to date in 2012 is as follows:

Year Department Agencies Total
2008 €687,678 €1,243,317 €1,930,995
2009 €184,490 €269,829 €454,319
2010 €93,388 €141,162 €234,550
2011 €33,888 €45,260 €79,148
2012  to Date €199,541 €50,731 €250,272

My Department operates within the legal framework of EU procurement directives and the 
guidance of the Department of Finance for procurements under EU thresholds - as required. In 
line with these policies my Department seeks to ensure that where practicable all tenders over 
€25,000 are publicly advertised either on e-tenders or in the EU Journal. It should be noted that 
in the matter of all publicly held competitive tender exercises, the Award Criteria used by the 
Department for the evaluation of proposals is ‘The Most Economically Advantageous Tender’.

The names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts, the nature of the work con-
cerned and the fees paid to each consultant in each year are listed in the table below.

22

                2008
Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Department
Carr Communications 1,100 Communications services.
IBI Group (UK) Ltd. 33,612 To assist the Project Board 

which was set up to oversee 
the tender process for the 
outsourcing of the Camera 
Project

Byrne O’Cleirigh 1,703 Consultant engineers, spe-
cialising in technical risk 
assessment. 

Public Communications 
Centre

50,000 Development and manage-
ment of the “Dial to Stop 
Drug Dealing” Campaign

Golder Associates 1,028 Engaged to advise the De-
partment in relation to a soil 
contamination issue.

Keville & O’Sullivan As-
sociates

1,621 Risk assessment and analy-
sis of site soil prior to com-
mencing the tender process.
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
McCann Fitzgerald Solictors 60,500 Research regarding Courts 

Consolidation Project.
Bernadette Kiely 5,556 HR consultancy services.
Graphite HRM Ltd 31,469 Graphite HRM Ltd. engaged 

to conduct an Organisational 
Survey.

Jenny Smyth & Associates 26,015 Provision of analysis and 
report relating to the Partici-
pation Rates in HR competi-
tions. 

Prospectus 36,936 Contracted to monitor, 
evaluate and provide a re-
port on the implementation 
of the Performance Manage-
ment Development System, 
(PMDS).

Professor Paul Robinson 14,520 Expert Advice re: Legal 
Codification project.

Helm Corporation Ltd 7,411 Consultancy services pro-
vided in relation to Risk 
Management assessment.

Brendan Shiels 21,153 Quality Assessment pro-
vided on Value for Money 
Review re: Probation Ser-
vice.

Petrus Consultancy Ltd 56,942 VFM Expenditure Review 
Probation Service

Accenture 338,112 The second phase of the 
Risk Management Perfor-
mance Improvement (RMPI) 
programme in 2008, and the 
creation of a comprehensive 
risk management policy 
framework.

Agencies
Young Communications 968 Advice on Media Issues
Billy Power 11,253 Pension Advice
Anne Neary Consultants 49,804 Legal Services risk assess-

ment
Archimedia 10,406 Advice to independent Ex-

amination of Stardust Com-
mittee

Dr Marie Keenan 400 Consultative Service for 
Dublin Archdiocese Com-
mission of Inquiry

Indecon Economic Consul-
tants

8,353 Study on Eligibility for and 
Scope of Legal Aid
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Accenture 19,517 Advice to Garda National 

Immigration Bureau re: 
information systems.

Q4 Public Relations 55,147 Advice on media issues for 
Irish Human Rights Com-
mission (I.H.R.C.)

Mentoring Connections 7,623 Consultancy Services on 
Change Management

Chartered Institute of Logis-
tics

3,500 Evaluation of Tenders

PWC 28,219 Review of systems of in-
ternal financial control and 
corporate governance of the 
I.H.R.C.

Corporate Community 12,500 Technical Assistance to the 
National Framework Com-
mittee for Equal Opportuni-
ties at the level of the Enter-
prise 

Economic & Social Re-
search Institute (ESRI)

  94,549 Equality & Discrimination 
Research Project

Helm Corporation Ltd 4,749 Review of Governance in 
the Equality Authority

Sinead Lucey 18,643 Case management review
RA Consulting 10,019 Customer services charter 

and action plan
RA Consulting 7,840 Strategic Development Fa-

cilitation support - Review 
and Development of Strate-
gic Thinking

Siobhan Philips 11,495 Review of “Say No to Age-
ism” Week

Nascon 3,561 Risk assessment audit
Maureen Bassett 3,000 I.H.R.C. strategic plan de-

velopment
Hibernian Consulting 16,608 Review of European Year of 

Equal Opportunities
Maureen Gilbert 18,150 Initiative to promote under-

standing of needs of disabled 
persons

PA Consulting 82,279 Organisational and Strategic 
Plan review of the Equality 
Authority

Rochemartin 1,000 Leaders Seminar
Siobhan Lynam Research & 
Consultancy

19,602 Provided research consul-
tancy into Gender Proofing 
Policies.
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Tracey O’Brien 1,300 Equality Proofing Consul-

tancy
Communications Consul-
tants

2,000 Plan Communications Strat-
egy

Irish Recruitment Consul-
tants

6,191 Consultancy Services

Equality Strategies 24,684 Research into the drafting of 
equality reviews and action 
plans for use by the private 
sector.

Polaris Human Resources 
Ltd

46,539 Research into the drafting of 
equality reviews and action 
plans for use by the private 
sector.

Q4 Public Relations 95,375 Provision of public relations 
and consultancy services 
with regard to the National 
Action Plan Against Racism.

Bellane 24,873 Public Relations
Bloom Advertising 81,675 National Disability Aware-

ness Campaign
CM Advice 5,445 Monitoring Committee 

Workshop
Hay Management 2,420 Evaluation of Posts.
Insight Consulting 13,830 Public Relations advice to 

NDA
John Cullen 8,833 Review of the library and 

information services in NDA
Rehab Enterprises 61,421 Consultancy re: “Excellence 

Through Accessability” 
Awards

Strategem 3,116 EU Briefing
Billy Power 1,452 Financial Consultancy
Henley Kavanagh McGowan 3,388 Quantity Survey Report
Economic & Social Re-
search Institute (ESRI)

9,957 Research Consultancy for 
“Fear of Crime” project

BSB Forensic 1,482 Completion of forensic 
analysis and enhancement of 
video / CCTV footage and 
photographic prints of same; 
provision of evidential state-
ment from the Analyst for 
court proceedings

Executive Security 145,084 Security Advice
Mark Bradley 1,815 Advice & Consultation on 

Setting up of GSOC Unit
Stephen Howson 816 Firearms Research
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Talbot Associates 94,138 Project Development of 

GSOC Statement of Strategy 
Techskills Resources 393 Building Alterations Project 

Consultant
Thangam Debbonaire 5,445 Mapping and Strategy De-

velopment
Executive Security 4,160 Security Consultancy
Hewlett Packard Ireland Ltd 3,630 Evaluation of Tenders for 

the provision of telecommu-
nication services 

Mary Murphy Associates 54,989 Public Relations 
Awn Consulting 3,987 Air Quality Advice
Dr. Charles Czeisler 7,313 Advising the Garda In-

spectorate on best practice 
regarding police rostering 
systems especially from a 
health and physiology per-
spective. 

Gwen M Strachan 6,199 Advice to the Garda Inspec-
torate regarding its quality 
business practices, processes 
and procedures during its 
inception

Mr Barry Loveday 4,029 Advice relating to civiliani-
sation within police forces. 

Transsafe Consulting, LLC 8,336 Consultancy Services re: 
Roads Policing

Abacus Transportation 847 Road Speed Surveys
ANV Technology Ltd 399 Report on Detention Centres
Barrett Mahony 1,493 Consultancy Service in 

respect of Civil Engineering 
Feasibility Study

Barrett Mahony 2,667 Consultancy Services in 
respect to Perimeter fencing 
and associated works

Holohan Architects 56,870 Payment for architectural 
design services for works at 
Oberstown detention facility. 

James Smyth Architects 19,117 Architectural services and 
co-ordinated specialist sur-
veys relating to the devel-
opment of new detention 
school facilities

Kerrigan Sheanon Newman 14,471 Quantity Surveying Services 
re Feasibility Study Ober-
stown & Finglas Centres
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
McAllister, Devereux, Keat-
ing

5,081 Survey of Oberstown Girls 
Remand & Assessment Unit, 
for asbestos prior to demoli-
tion.

Michael Punch 3,021 Engineering services to 
prepare design and tender 
documentation for replace-
ment of Oberstown Campus 
swimming pool.

2009

Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Department
Mr Barry Loveday 11,826 Provision of expert advice 

regarding civilianisation 
within police forces. 

McCann Fitzgerald Solici-
tors

158,771 Consultancy Services - Cod-
ification of Courts Act

Graphite HRM 111 Consultancy Expenses - 
HRMS

Prospectus 4,919 Professional Fees - Human 
Resources Division

Thinksmart 8,863 Evaluation of tenders sup-
port Contract

Agencies
Price Waterhouse Cooper 67,078 Advice on scope and imple-

mentation options for an Im-
migration Case Management 
System

Purchasing Soutions 7,229 Evaluation of Tenders for 
Supply of Accommodation 
Centres

Cimtech 3,852 Review of draft Request for 
Tender

Billy Power 6,902 Pension advice
Anne Neary Consultants 10,907 Legal services risk assess-

ment
Edel Hackett 6,292 Communications Support 

and Advice 
PA Consulting Group 22,003 Strategy and Organisational 

Review of the Equality Au-
thority.

RA Consulting 10,134 Review of the Equality 
Authority Customer Service 
Charter and Action Plan.
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Polaris Human Resources 
Ltd.

10,920 Research into the drafting of 
equality reviews and action 
plans for use by the private 
sector.

Bellane Ltd. 47,636 Communications Support 
and Advice

Clarion Consulting 8,607 Advice/facilitation regarding 
drafting of NDA 2010-2012 
Strategic Plan

Mazars 4,739 Audit services
Rehab Enterprises 4,054 Delivery of professional 

services for the EtA (Excel-
lence Through Accessibility 
Awards) project to the NDA

Finbar Flood Consultancy 3,281 Facilitator Fees
Kavanagh Tuite Architects 1,215 Professional Fees - Inspec-

tion & Preliminary Report 
on Premises

Executive Security (ESCAT) 18,775 Advice on all aspects of 
security pertaining to prem-
ises, personnel and data

i2 Limited 6,752 IT advice and services.
Talbot Associates Ltd. 17,991 Advice on business process 

and organizational restruc-
turing. 

Mary Murphy Associates 462 Communications Support 
and Advice.

Lorcan Walsh 3,600 Data Analysis Service
Dublin Institute of Technol-
ogy

7,400 Advice on set up of Property 
Service Regulatory Author-
ity.

2010

Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Department
IBI Group (UK) Ltd. 26,979 Assist in the set up and over-

view of the tender process 
for the outsourcing of the 
Camera Project

Byrne O’Cleirigh 5,114 Carry out the risk assess-
ment on the underground 
storage of explosives at Tara 
Mines

McCann Fitzgerald Solictors 61,295 Research consultancy 
regarding Courts Consolida-
tion Project,
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Agencies
Bellane Ltd 3,897 Communications Support 

and Advice
Equality Strategies Ltd. 8,168 Review of governance / 

management structures for 
the Court Support Service,

Lowers & Associates LLC 70,186 Risk assessment services 
and advice relating to all op-
erational aspects of the cash-
in-transit (CIT) industry.

Dr. Charles A Czeisler 9,684 Advice on best practice re-
garding police rostering. 

Gavin Group 11,715 Advice on best practices in 
child sex abuse investiga-
tions.

Billy Power 2,170 Pension advice
RJW Associates Ltd. 1,364 Review of Garda policy in 

the investigation of sexual 
crimes and crimes against 
children

Digital Revolutionaries 13,183 IT advice and services
Eustace Patterson Ann 
Clarke

16,970 Evaluation of the Lighthouse 
Sex Offender programme

RA Consulting 1,090 Planning and Facilitation at 
Equality Authority Staff Day

Jarlath Duffy Associates 928 The Design, Preparation 
and delivery of a facilitated 
Equality Authority Senior 
Management Strategic Re-
view Day

Nascon 1,807 Safety Statement draft for-
mulation and revisions for 
the EA - Risk Assessment 
site visit

2011
Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Department
Professor Gisli Gudjonsson 6,867 Review of Garda Training in 

interviewing suspects
Forensic Navigation Ser-
vices Ltd.

7,316 Review of Garda Training in 
interviewing suspects

Byrne, O’ Cleirigh 3,993 Consultant engineers en-
gaged to carry out the risk 
assessment on the under-
ground storage of explosives 
at Tara Mines.
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
LHM Casey McGrath 15,712 Recommendations on 

Thornton Build and Penal 
Policy

Agencies
Lowers & Associates LLC 24,289 Risk assessment services 

and advice relating to all op-
erational aspects of the cash-
in-transit (CIT) industry.

DHKN 2,759 Review of Internal Financial 
Control Procedures Manual

DHKN 2,269 Risk Register Management 
Process

Andrew Doyle Safety Con-
sultants

2,662 Health & Safety Consul-
tancy.

PAPS Public (Damien 
Smith)

2,898 Pension advice.

John  Brosnan 400 Review and advice of new 
Garda rosters.

Ann Clarke 9,983 Feasibility study on the 
introduction of a Circles of 
Support and Accountability 
Model (COSA) in Ireland

2012
Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Department
McCann, Fitzgerald, Solici-
tors

199,541 Advice relating to the Per-
sonal Insolvency Service

Agencies
Seamus O’Dwyer 1,000 Pension advice
Lowers & Associates LLC 24,156 Risk assessment services 

and advice relating  to all 
operational aspects of the 
cash-in-transit (CIT) indus-
try

Christopher Fox 12,304 Provision of advice on the 
rationalisation of senior 
management positions in the 
Garda Siochana.

Dr.Ron Iphofen 2,768 Provision of ethical advice 
on the study design of re-
search.

PAPS Public (Damien 
Smith)

589 Pension advice

MAZARS 7,011 Strategy development
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Consultant Amount (€) Purpose
Eneclann Ltd 2,903 Record Management Ser-

vices

17/10/2012WRV00450Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRV00500229. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 in-
clusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for 
which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a 
firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ 
and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each 
case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45318/12]

17/10/2012WRV00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that, with very few exceptions, legal advice is provided for my Department by the Office of the 
Attorney General and/or the Office of the Chief State Solicitor. As such, the issues of fees and 
competitive tendering do not arise.   The specific information sought by the Deputy in respect 
of my Department and bodies and agencies for which I have responsibility, is outlined in the 
table below.

Subject Matter Firm Involved Fees Paid (€) Subject Tender 
(Y/N)

Nature of 
Advice

2012 Development of 
the Insolvency 
Bill 2012

McCann 
Fitzgerald, 
Solicitors

199,541 N General insol-
vency issues

2011 N/A

2010 N/A

2009 N/A
2008 Consolidation 

of the Garda 
Síochána Pen-
sions Orders.

Matheson, 
Ormsby & 
Prentice

4,432 Y Not Stated.

  I wish to advise the Deputy that there are a range of agencies and bodies within the Justice 
sector who are statutorily independent and for whom I do not have responsibility.  Information 
in respect of these bodies is not provided in this reply. 

Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRV00700230. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to his De-
partment such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any other 
external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over the 
past 12 months, in tabular form. [45335/12]

17/10/2012WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to refer the Deputy to 
my reply to PQ 36656/12 of the 19th July 2012, which covered the period to the end of June 
2012, wherein I advised that the only manner in which my Department can identify professional 
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services is by reference to the automatic deduction of Professional Withholding Tax. This tax 
covers a range of professional activities not limited to the examples supplied by the Deputy. 
The listing sought by the Deputy amounts to 522,015 individual transactions over the 12 month 
period to 30th September 2012. As previously advised, the sheer volume and scale of informa-
tion sought would make the provision of a full listing unsuitable for transmission via the PQ 
system.  In the period from the 1st July to 30th September 2012, the period not covered under 
PQ 36656/12, a total of 1,487 individual firms had withholding tax deducted from payments to-
talling €13.7m. Of this total, €10.8m is accounted for by payments to legal professionals under 
the system of criminal legal aid. 

17/10/2012WRV00850Property Services Regulation

17/10/2012WRV00900231. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of applicants for a licence pursuant to the Property Service (Regulations) Act 2011, that have 
been found to have been operating without the requisite licence or permit under the Auction-
eers and House Agents Acts 1947 to 1973 for three of the five years immediately preceding 
their application; the number of applications that are currently being queried on account of not 
presenting evidence to date of holding such a licence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45362/12]

17/10/2012WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to Ques-
tions Nos. 450, 451 and 452 of 9th October 2012.    The Deputy asks for the number of licence 
applicants “that have been found to have been operating without the requisite licence permit 
under the Auctioneers and House Agents Acts 1947 to 1973 for three of the five years immedi-
ately preceding their application”.  The Authority does not seek this information generally for 
the purposes of the licence application as it has relevance only in very specific circumstances. 
Consequently, it does not have the information which the Deputy is seeking.

The only time where the holding of a licence from the Revenue Commissioners for three 
of the five years immediately preceding the making of the application is relevant is where the 
applicant is presenting it as evidence of their qualification.  In this regard it should be noted that 
one of a number of criteria which must be met before a licence may be granted is that the appli-
cant meets the statutory “minimum qualifications”.  This requires that an applicant have either 
a minimum “academic qualification” or a “minimum level of experience”.  A “minimum level 
of experience” means, having been lawfully engaged in the provision of the property service, 
in respect of which the licence is sought, for three of the five years immediately preceding the 
making of the application. Such experience may be verified in a number of ways, including the 
presentation of three licences issued by the Revenue Commissioners in the five years immedi-
ately preceding the making of the application.

17/10/2012WRV01050Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRV01100232. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular 
form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his Department and each agency 
within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods and services; 
splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the invoice; between 
30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of the invoice; 
between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of receipt of the 
invoice. [45015/12]
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17/10/2012WRV01200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Details of the number of supplier payments 
issued by the Department of Defence for the Defence Sector are set out in the following table.

NO. OF PAYMENTS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE IN 2011

Total number 
of payments

0-30 Days 31-60 Days 61-90 Days 91-120 Days Over 120 
Days

42,647 41,981 505 79 34 48

17/10/2012WRV01250Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRV01300233. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide de-
tails in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the total amount 
of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or State agency for 
which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; the 
nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was advertised for 
competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45294/12]

17/10/2012WRV01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by the Deputy in 
relation to the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by my Department and its agencies, 
including the Defence Forces, for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 is set out in the 
table below.     My Department is always mindful of the costs involved in engaging consultants. 
External consultants are engaged only when there is a clear need for specialised expertise and 
following a rigorous examination of skills and resources available in-house. The objective of 
using outside consultants is to ensure that my Department achieves value for money by imple-
menting recommendations for improvements in order to maximise efficiency and effectiveness.

My Department adheres to the standards set out in the Public Procurement rules & guide-
lines in awarding contracts. 

Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2007/08 Murray Consultants A Public Informa-
tion and Awareness 
Campaign on Emer-
gency Planning. The 
contract provided 
for the development 
of the Emergency 
Planning website, 
drafting, publication 
and distribution of a 
handbook on Emer-
gency Planning and a 
media advertisement 
campaign associated 
with the launch of 
the handbook.  

€2.1million



Questions - Written Answers

200

Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2008-2012 ABS Ltd Consultancy on 
compliance with 
IMO (International 
Maritime Organisa-
tion) regulations / 
ship surveys

 €113496

2008/2009 Moloney & Assoc 
Ltd

Consultancy on 
Noise survey on LE 
EMER on comple-
tion of remedial 
work

 €5,760

2008/09/10/11/12 Fujitsu (Ireland) Ltd Provide consultancy 
and maintenance 
services for the 
organisation’s Oracle 
e Business Suite and 
related applications. 

€280,370

2008/09/10/11/12 Col. E.V. Campion Provides expert 
advice to the Army 
Equitation School’s 
Horse Purchase 
Board in their delib-
erations following 
the inspection of 
horses that are being 
considered for pur-
chase.  The cost per 
annum is €5,000.

€25,000

2009/11 Version 1 Ltd Commissioned in 
2009 and 2011 to 
provide a report in 
respect of Oracle 
licence management 
in the Department 
of Defence and the 
Defence Forces.  
The results of this 
report will assist in 
the formulation of 
policy and practice 
in the area of licence 
management. 

€3,661
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Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2008/09 PA Consultant Group Commissioned to 
make recommenda-
tions on the best 
means of meeting 
the medical require-
ments of the De-
fence Forces.    The 
consultancy focused 
on the sustainable 
provision of the 
relevant medical 
expertise and ser-
vices to the Defence 
Forces.  The consul-
tants recommended a 
programme of major 
change, implemen-
tation of which is 
ongoing.  

€115,130

2008 Independent Moni-
toring Group 

i.r.o Doyle Reports 
concerning Harass-
ment, Bullying & 
Discrimination

€37,109

2008/10 FGS Consulting A Value for Money 
Review of Military 
Training Lands.  
This review is part of 
a programme agreed 
between the Depart-
ment of Defence and 
the Department of 
Finance as part of 
the Government’s 
Value for Money and 
Policy Review initia-
tive.  The review is 
at an advanced stage 
and it is anticipated 
that this report will 
be completed in the 
near future.  

€89,540
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Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2008 McCann Fitzgerald, 
Solicitors

To provide legal 
drafting, research 
and advice services 
in relation to the 
drafting of revised 
Rules of Procedure 
and new Court Mar-
tial Rules following 
the enactment of the 
Defence (Amend-
ment) Act, 2007. 

€53,845

2008 BMT Defence Ser-
vices Ltd, UK

Engaged in relation 
to the Naval Vessel 
Replacement Pro-
gramme.

€85,603

2008 Entograph Ltd were commissioned 
to carry out a report 
for the control of 
bracken in the Glen 
of Imaal

€30,129

2008 Mott McDonald Ltd Commissioned to 
carry out a review 
of the Safety Policy 
at Casement Aero-
drome in Baldonnel.  

€50,000

2008 Mr. Brendan Gal-
lagher, Refrigeration 
Consultant 

Consultancy on the 
phase out of R22 in 
refrigeration and air 
conditioning plants 
on NS ships

 €9,860

2008 Promara Naval Architect 
Services

 €7,714

2008 Redstone Technolo-
gies

I.T Consultancy for 
disaster recovery 
Plan for Fishery Pro-
tection Service

 €4,961

2008 Sea Training Interna-
tional

Consultancy on Na-
val RIBs in use

 €7,755
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Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2009 Deloitte A review of the 
Finance Branch of 
the Department.  
The objective of the 
review was to ex-
amine the business 
processes, proce-
dures and organisa-
tional structures in 
operation in Finance 
Branch and to pro-
vide a report making 
recommendations 
for improvements 
in order to maxi-
mise efficiency and 
effectiveness.  The 
review is now being 
implemented and is 
delivering staff sav-
ings and improve-
ments in efficiency 
and effectiveness.

€97,868

2009 Mc Guinness Killen 
Partnership Ltd

An independent 
review of documen-
tation in relation to a 
legal action initiated 
by a staff member.

€2,430

2009 Raymond Burke 
Consulting

An independent 
quality assessment 
of the Value for 
Money Review of 
Naval Service Vessel 
Maintenance, as part 
of the standard VFM 
process.

€2,800

2009 Achilles Procure-
ment

ICT consultancy was 
for the running of the 
Competitive Dia-
logue Process in the 
procurement of the 
Network Operating 
System.

 €600
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Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2009/12 Energy Services, 
Kinsale Co. Cork

Energy Consultant to 
advise on the techni-
cal aspects of a joint 
procurement exercise 
with the Garda, Dept 
of Justice and Irish 
Prison Services in 
2009. As a result of 
employing an energy 
consultant consider-
able savings were 
made in Subhead 
K in the Electricity 
area.

 €40,563

2009 Germanisher Lloyd Consultancy on com-
pliance with IMO 
regulations

 €14,351

2010 DQ Networks Technical assistance 
with the technical 
plan for the Decen-
tralisation to New-
bridge

€10,386

2010 Epsilon Consulting An independent 
quality assessment of 
the Value for Money 
Review of Military 
Training Lands as 
part of the standard 
VFM process.  

€2,178

2011 ISAS Information Security 
Advice relating to 
mobile mail solution

€10,395

2011 Eirdata Environmen-
tal Services Ltd

Provide consultancy 
on the implemen-
tation of Energy 
Saving Measures to 
ensure compliance 
with EN16001 & 
EN50001

 €5,808
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Year Name of Consul-
tancy

Purpose Amount

2011 Graham Evans Fire 
& Safety

To carry out Survey, 
Full Risk Assess-
ment of potential 
risks involved with 
storage of fuels/bun-
kering procedures 
for ships/provide 
design drawings 
and proposals for 
suitable Fixed Fire 
Fighting System for 
the Naval Base Oil 
Storage Facility, to 
ensure that the NS is 
compliant to the In-
ternational Maritime 
Standards (ISGOTT)

 €2,880

2011 University of Lim-
erick

Consultancy on 
Value Management 
Procedure/Exercise 
on the decommis-
sioning of vessels in 
the NS

 €5,869

2011 Hydrographic Sur-
veys

Consultancy relating 
to Basin Dredging

€4,452

2011 Malachy Walsh and 
Partners

Consultancy to en-
sure NS compliance 
with EPA require-
ments for a Waste 
Water Discharge 
Licence for Haul-
bowline

€6,060.59

2012 Bianconi Research 
Ltd. T/A RITS

Security Partner 
Consultancy

€18,204

2011 & 2012 SGS Ireland Ltd Consultancy to en-
sure NS compliance 
with EN16001:2009 
Energy Management 
Systems (€5021.50)
EU Emission Veri-
fication Mandatory 
requirement for out-
side body to conduct 
verification  (€1,190)

€6212

17/10/2012WRV01450Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRV01500234. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide de-
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tails in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, of the 
arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for which he has 
responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a firm of solici-
tors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ and solicitors’ 
firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each case the matter 
was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45311/12]

17/10/2012WRV01600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Chief State Solicitors Office and the 
State Claims Agency deal with all legal matters on behalf of the Department. As such it would 
seldom arise that the Department procures the services of external solicitors and barristers di-
rectly. The table below only includes costs incurred by the Department in obtaining legal ad-
vices directly and does not include legal costs in relation to litigation cases which are mainly 
managed by the State Claims Agency and the Chief State Solicitors Office.  I can obtain that 
information for the Deputy should she require it. 

Name of Solicitors Subject Matter of 
Advice Sought

Fee Paid Advertised for Com-
petitive Tender?

2007
McCann Fitzgerald 
solicitors

Contracted to pro-
vide legal drafting, 
research and advice 
services in relation to 
the drafting of new 
Rules of Procedure 
and Court Martial 
Rules following the 
enactment of the De-
fence (Amendment) 
Act, 2007.

€59,895, including 
VAT, was paid in 
2008.

Yes.  

Name of Solicitors Subject Matter of 
Advice Sought

Fee Paid Advertised for Com-
petitive Tender?

2008
B.P. McCormack & 
Son, Solicitors

The Defence Forces 
Canteen Board pro-
cured legal advice in 
relation to two cases.  
Firstly, advice was 
sought concerning 
the amendment of 
regulations and, sec-
ondly, legal advice 
was sought in a case 
taken by an employ-
ee of the Board.

€5,505.50, includ-
ing VAT, was paid in 
2008.

No.

2009
Nil Nil Nil Nil
2010
Nil Nil Nil Nil
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Name of Solicitors Subject Matter of 
Advice Sought

Fee Paid Advertised for Com-
petitive Tender?

2011
AL Goodbody So-
licitors

Legal advice in rela-
tion to a conciliation 
hearing between my 
Department and a 
building contractor.

€21,168.75, includ-
ing VAT, was paid in 
2011.

No competitive ten-
der competition was 
held due to the short 
timescale available 
between notification 
of the requirement 
for legal advice 
and the date of the 
conciliation meeting.  
AL Goodbody was 
selected to provide 
this service on the 
basis that they had 
been engaged by the 
Department of Fi-
nance to provide ad-
vice on the contract 
documents that were 
the subject matter of 
the hearing.

2012 to date
Nil Nil Nil Nil

The Deputy should note that the overall figure of €59,895 to Mc Cann Fitzgerald Solictors 
for 2007 includes an amount of €6,050 including VAT, which was paid to counsel as part of 
this advisory requirement.  This figure was omitted from a previous Parliamentary Question 
answered on 25th   October 2011 due to an oversight and only came to light in the course of 
compiling the information for this answer.

While it possibly falls outside the terms of the question, for completeness, I would like to 
advise the Deputy that the independent selection committee for the military judge appointment 
sought legal advice arising from the 2010 Competition for the Military Judge.  While the Com-
mittee is completely independent in its functions, the payment to senior counsel in respect of 
that advice in the amount of €9,075 including VAT was paid in 2011 out of my Department’s 
Vote.

17/10/2012WRV01650Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRV01700235. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list 
of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to his Department such 
as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any other external profes-
sional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over the past 12 months, 
in tabular form. [45328/12]

17/10/2012WRV01800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It has not been possible in the time available 
to compile the information requested by the Deputy.  The information will be forwarded to the 
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Deputy as soon as possible.

17/10/2012WRV01850Afforestation Programme

17/10/2012WRV01900236. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if provi-
sions will be included during any possible sale of certain Coillte assets, including harvesting 
rights to Coillte’s forests, that an afforestation programme must be undertaken in order to en-
courage a gradual increase in the number of trees rather than a short-term sell-off of our forests. 
[44967/12]

17/10/2012WRV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In relation to 
the Government Decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put 
forward for possible sale, Coillte Board and management have been actively engaged in recent 
months with NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department 
to examine the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest 
assets.

The process is at an early stage and a number of issues, including the replanting obligation, 
have been identified in relation to the possible harvesting rights concession. In order to preserve 
the forest estate, my Department’s long-term policy is that, apart from exceptional circumstanc-
es, replanting should take place on all areas harvested.

The Forest Service of my Department promotes afforestation, on an ongoing basis, as a 
viable land use for farmers through the provision of planting grants and payment of annual pre-
miums. A total of €111.76 million in funding for capital and current expenditure was allocated 
for the overall forestry programme in 2012, to facilitate the payment for close to 7,000 hectares 
of new planting.

17/10/2012WRW00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

17/10/2012WRW00175237. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2012 disadvantaged area payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44987/12]

17/10/2012WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.  Currently, this ap-
plicant is one of a number, whose cases are impacted by a requirement of a minimum stocking 
density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare and who have applied for a derogation in this 
regard.  Immediately a decision is reached on this application, the person concerned will be 
notified in writing.  Should the decision be negative, a fully independent appeals procedure is 
available.

17/10/2012WRW00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

17/10/2012WRW00400238. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon will receive their disadvantaged area 
scheme payment; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44996/12]

17/10/2012WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
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ing of the application concerned has recently been completed, payment will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

17/10/2012WRW00550Fish Discards

17/10/2012WRW00600239. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to deal with the practice of fishermen having to dump perfectly good fish at sea; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45002/12]

17/10/2012WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Discarding is 
a global problem and a complex one, where unwanted catches are returned to the sea as a result 
of a number of factors including quota restrictions, high grading, minimum landing sizes, and 
market conditions. 

Ireland has been to the forefront in the drive to reduce and eliminate discards for many years 
and have taken a number of initiatives to this aim. On the 8th of November last, I launched an 
Irish “discard” atlas, which is a detailed compendium of discards by the Irish Fleet on a stock 
by stock and area by area basis.  The Atlas, compiled and produced by the Marine Institute and 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara with the support of Irish Industry, outlines a range of potential measures 
to help reduce discarding.

This was the first publication of its kind and places Ireland firmly to the fore in the debate on 
eliminating discards. The atlas will inform the process to achieve real change and a significant 
reduction in discarding within the new Common Fisheries Policy, identifies where action needs 
to be taken, and the potential measures that could be adopted. 

Finding practical and implementable solutions to the wasteful practice of discarding fish is 
a major priority issue for me. It is all the more poignant as it is a major principle of the new re-
form of the CFP. Since taking up office as Marine Minister, I have worked tirelessly to influence 
and drive a change in policy which will ultimately lead to an end to discarding. 

I am conscious that any solution must be practical for fishermen and with that in mind I have 
worked closely with Commissioner Damanaki, my fellow Fisheries Ministers and members of 
the European Parliament in addition to consulting with our industry at home to ensure that pro-
posals in the Common Fishery Policy to tackle discards would be workable and take account of 
the practical realities that would face fishermen at sea.  

At the Council of Fisheries Ministers in June this year, I helped broker a general agreement 
among fisheries Ministers on the way forward for the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy 
including innovate measures to tackle the discard problem. 

Discarding was the most contentious element of those discussions and threatened to block 
the Council’s efforts to reach agreement. A compromise approach which I tabled for consider-
ation setting down a definitive timetable for the elimination of discards on a phased basis, of-
fered a practical and progressive solution on the issue which was accepted by fellow Ministers.  

I will prioritise securing final agreement between the EU Fisheries Council and the Parlia-
ment on the CFP during the Irish Presidency during the first half of 2013.

17/10/2012WRW00725Forestry Grants

17/10/2012WRW00750240. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
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ment of a forestry grant will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45006/12]

17/10/2012WRW00775Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine(Deputy Simon Coveney): There were a 
number of technical difficulties with the application these are in the course of being resolved.  
The processing of the file for payment, which may involve a site inspection, is progressing and 
a decision on payment will be made as soon as this is concluded.

17/10/2012WRW00788Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRW00800241. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his 
Department and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the 
supply of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of 
receipt of the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days 
of receipt of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 
days of receipt of the invoice. [45011/12]

17/10/2012WRW00875Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing table shows details of invoices paid for goods and services by my Department in 2011 
within the timelines requested by the Deputy:

Payments made Number of Payments 
Within 30 days 43,474
31-60 days 1,170
61-90 days 365
91-120 days 206
More than 120 days 1,456
Total 46,671

Payments to suppliers by the State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, are opera-
tional matters for the State Bodies themselves.

17/10/2012WRW00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

17/10/2012WRW01000242. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their appeal for 
disadvantaged area aid payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45031/12]

17/10/2012WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme.  Currently, this ap-
plicant is one of a number, whose cases are impacted by a requirement of a minimum stocking 
density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare and who have applied for a derogation in this 
regard.  Immediately a decision is reached on this application, the person concerned will be 
notified in writing.  Should the decision be negative, a fully independent appeals procedure is 
available.

17/10/2012WRX00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments
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17/10/2012WRX00200243. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the outstanding headage payment due to a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45032/12]

17/10/2012WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application concerned has recently been completed, payment will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

17/10/2012WRX00350Single Payment Scheme Applications

17/10/2012WRX00400244. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for a transfer of entitlements to a person (details supplied) in County Wexford 
will be approved. [45041/12]

17/10/2012WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion was received by my Department to transfer 9.04 single payment entitlements by way of 
Inheritance from a deceased herd owner to the person named. The necessary testamentary docu-
ments were provided and the application was processed and approved.  A letter has issued on 
12th October 2012 from my Department to the person named confirming the approval of the 
application.

17/10/2012WRX00550Scéim Liúntais Cúitimh do Limistéir faoi Mhíbhuntáiste

17/10/2012WRX00600245. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
fáth gur diúltaíodh íocaíocht dheontas 2012 faoin scéim um limistéir faoi mhíbhuntáiste, 2012 
d’fheirmeoir (sonraí tugtha); agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [45065/12]

17/10/2012WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fuarthas iar-
ratas faoin Scéim um Limistéir faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 2012 ón duine ainmnithe an 14 Mhí 2012.  
Níor eisíodh íocaíocht go fóill, áfach, mar nárbh fhéidir go dtí seo a fhíorú gur comhlíonadh 
ceann de Théarmaí agus Coinníollacha Scéim 2012, a bhaineann le meánmhéid bliantúil de 
0.15 aonad beostoic a choimeád in aghaidh an acra foráiste dearbhaithe.  Chomh luath agus is 
féidir an coinníoll sin a fhíorú, déanfar an cás a phróiseáil le súil agus íocaíocht a dhéanamh 
chomh luath ina dhiaidh sin agus is féidir. 

17/10/2012WRX00750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRX00800246. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway will receive their headage payment . [45066/12]

17/10/2012WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 16 
April 2012.  However, payment has not yet issued as, at this stage, it has not been possible to 
verify that one of the Terms and Conditions governing the 2012 Scheme, relating to maintain-
ing an annual average of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare declared, has been satisfied.  
Once it has been possible to verify that this requirement has been met, the case will be further 
processed with a view to payment at the earliest possible date thereafter.

17/10/2012WRX00950Single Payment Scheme Applications



Questions - Written Answers

212

17/10/2012WRX01000247. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will take steps to have an application for area aid granted in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45073/12]

17/10/2012WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application concerned has recently been completed, payment will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

17/10/2012WRX01150Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRX01200248. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the outstanding single farm payment in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45106/12]

17/10/2012WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on the 30th April 
2012.  In order to comply with EU requirements, the application concerned was one of a num-
ber which was selected for inspection.  This inspection and related processes have now been 
completed and payment under the Single Payment Scheme will issue shortly.

17/10/2012WRX01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRX01400249. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will arrange early payment under the agri environment option scheme and other outstanding 
payments to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45156/12]

17/10/2012WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1st September 2011.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check of all applications, includ-
ing cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any 
payment can issue.  During these checks a query arose in respect of land parcels declared which 
required digitisation. This is being dealt with by my Department at present and once the digiti-
sation process is completed, the application will be processed with a view to making payment 
in respect of 2011 at the earliest opportunity.

17/10/2012WRX01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRX01600250. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
main farm enterprises of the farmers in receipt of €50,000 or more single farm payment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45243/12]

17/10/2012WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The figures 
sought by the Deputy could not be compiled within the available timescale. However, I will ar-
range, to the extent possible, to have the material provided directly to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRX01750Single Payment Scheme Payments
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17/10/2012WRX01800251. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of single payment paid in 2011 to farmers in receipt of €50,000 or more single payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45244/12]

17/10/2012WRX01900252. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of single payment paid in 2011 to farmers in receipt of less than €50,000 single pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45245/12]

17/10/2012WRX02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 251 and 252 together.

The total paid to farmers who received more than €50,000 under the 2011 Single Pay-
ment Scheme amounted to €151,208,277.28.  The total paid to farmers who received less than 
€50,000 under the 2011 Single Payment Scheme amounted to €1,085,167,567.87.

17/10/2012WRX02050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRX02100253. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged area scheme payment; when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45250/12]

17/10/2012WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As process-
ing of the application concerned has recently been completed, payment will shortly issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

17/10/2012WRY00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRY00200254. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their disadvan-
taged area scheme payment; when payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45251/12]

17/10/2012WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While the 
person named applied for derogation under the 2012 disadvantaged areas scheme, the applica-
tion was unsuccessful.  The applicant was notified of this decision in writing on 10 October and 
advised of the right of appeal to the recently established independent DAS appeals committee. 

17/10/2012WRY00325Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRY00400255. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will review the targeted agriculture modernisation scheme to ensure funding available is 
fully utilised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45252/12]

17/10/2012WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The targeted 
agricultural modernisation schemes (TAMS) are kept under constant review within my De-
partment in order to ensure that the available funding is fully utilised, where possible.   For 
example, the TAMS sow housing welfare scheme was recently revised in order to provide more 
attractive grant options to pig farmers who still have to bring their facilities up to the standards 
required by the new EU animal welfare rules which come into force for that sector at the begin-
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ning of next year.

As farmers generally have two years to complete the investment works concerned, the level 
of expenditure lags significantly behind the amount actually committed under each scheme at 
any particular point in time.

17/10/2012WRY00550Forestry Sector

17/10/2012WRY00600256. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of any consultation he has had with Coillte Teoranta in relation to the pos-
sible sale of the forest crop, before the decision in principle to sell the crop; if he will outline 
details of the advice given to him by Coillte Teoranta; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45260/12]

17/10/2012WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Govern-
ment initially decided, in the context of the State asset disposal programme, that consideration 
would be given to the sale of certain assets of Coillte, excluding land.  The Government has 
further decided, in relation to Coillte, that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s 
forests will be put forward for possible sale.  Coillte board and management have been actively 
engaged with NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Depart-
ment to examine the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s for-
est assets.  Detailed work is currently being undertaken by Coillte management and NewERA 
officials to further this process.

17/10/2012WRY00750Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRY00800257. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payments will issue in respect of a transfer of entitlements application for a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Tipperary; the reason for the delay in processing this case; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the hardship being caused as a result of this delay; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45263/12]

17/10/2012WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a transfer of entitlements application in respect of the 2012 single payment 
scheme on 24 February 2012.  

During processing of this application, it was noted that the application was not signed by 
the transferor or the transferee.  An official from my Department wrote to the person named and 
requested this form to be signed by both parties and also for these signatures to be witnessed.  

This form was returned to the person named, and upon receipt of this signed and witnessed 
application form the transfer will be processed immediately.  

17/10/2012WRY00950Farm Safety

17/10/2012WRY01000258. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
policies being pursued to reduce the number of farm accidents; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45268/12]

17/10/2012WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Health 
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and Safety Authority (HSA), under the remit of my colleague Minister Richard Bruton, has 
primary responsibility for securing health and safety at work, particularly from an enforcement 
point of view.  My Department is represented on the Farm Safety Partnership Advisory Com-
mittee which is a Sub-Committee of the Health and Safety Authority.  The Committee advises 
the Board on the direction the HSA should take in relation to farm safety.  My Department 
is very strongly committed to promoting Farm Safety in collaboration with the HSA and has 
taken a number of steps over the past year in tandem with some of the other State and industry 
organisations to both raise awareness of the problem and educate farmers and their families on 
the dangers of working in this industry.   

The most recent measure taken by my Department was the inclusion of a Farm Safety mes-
sage with the Single Payment application packs, which were distributed in March of this year 
to over 130,000 farmers.  This was a joint initiative between my Department, the Health and 
Safety Authority and the Farm Safety Partnership Committee and led to each of those farmers 
receiving an individual reminder of the importance of farming safely, and the potentially fatal 
consequences of not doing so.

The HSA produced an excellent DVD earlier this year containing testimonials from 6 in-
dividual farmers who provide an emotional telling of their experiences on farm which led to 
either fatalities or serious injury.  This DVD has been widely circulated is included in all train-
ing courses undertaken by my Department. 

My colleague Minister of State McEntee made the opening address at the National Farm 
Safety Conference in June. The National Farm Safety Conference is one of the highlights of the 
Farm Safety calendar and my Department is fully committed to helping raise the profile of this 
Conference among farmers so that the farm safety message remains high on everyone’s agenda. 

Other actions by my Department include: 

- The provision to all farms of a Code of Practice aimed at reducing farm accidents.

- The inclusion of Health and Safety Guidelines in all Building Specifications drawn up by 
my Department.

- The inclusion of Farm Safety in all REPS Training Courses.

- A dedicated area on the DAFM website outlining the requirements on Farm Safety and 
practical advice on Safety on Farms.

- My Department has asked Teagasc to include a farm safety element in the Dairy Discus-
sion Groups participating in the Dairy Efficiency Programme 2010-2012.

- Regular Press Statements drawing attention to Farm Safety agenda.

There is no single action or organisation that can solve this difficult problem that impacts so 
horrendously, on so many lives, each year. Since taking office, I have continuously strived to 
increase awareness of safety issues among farmers which I believe is the key to changing the 
way we all think about farm safety on Irish farms.  We must all work together with the single 
goal of preventing farm accidents and therefore saving lives and minimising serious injuries.

17/10/2012WRY01150Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRY01200259. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date 
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in 2012 the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his 
aegis or State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies 
awarded contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the 
matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45290/12]

17/10/2012WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment uses private contractors, consultants and agencies to provide certain services when such 
proves to be more cost effective and Department staff are not available.  This can include ser-
vices such as specialised laboratory services, computer services, legal advice or independent 
auditing services.

Requests for consultancy services are placed within the context of public services procure-
ment requirements. 

The use of consultancies by the State Bodies under the aegis of my Department is an opera-
tional matter for the bodies.

The information requested can be found in the table.

CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2008€

Farrell, Grant, Sparks To facilitate a review of the struc-
tures, organisation and staffing 
arrangements of the Department.

36,300

Fitzpatrick Associates, Economic 
Consultants

Independent Ex-Post Evaluation 
of the Rural Development Plan 
2000-2006

74,084

Horizon Consulting Expenditure Reviews 4,235
Ray Burke Consulting Expenditure Reviews 8,845
Brendan Riordan Agri-Food Estimate 3,000
Iwrite Consulting Value For Money Review 2,420
ESPION Quarterly independent assess-

ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required for 
EU accreditation purposes and 
Biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

 13,915 

ESPION Independent Web Application 
testing

1,815

Morehampton Review the Strategy for Informa-
tion Management & Technology 
2008-2011

950

Mazars Provision of IT audit expertise to 
the Internal Audit Unit

84,851

Deloitte Certifying Body, providing inde-
pendent certification of the De-
partment’s EAGF/EAFRD annual 
accounts and compliance with EU 
accreditation criteria, as required 
under EU Council Regulation 
1290/05.

519,168

Dr Noel Cawley Chairman of Seafood Strategy 
Implementation Group

83,970
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2008€

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment Project Fees

553,560

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

85,000

Donnchadh Mc Carthy B.L Advice Consultation and Repre-
sentation

4,779.50

Jacobs UK, Consulting Engineers, Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

390,940

Malachy Walsh & Partners An Daingean New berthing Pon-
toon

33,284

Achilles Procurement Services Ltd Advice in relation to a the prepa-
ration of a request for tender in 
relation to the HRMS Data Clean-
Up Project

847

John Malone Report on Factors affecting Affor-
estation in Ireland in recent years

23,364

John Malone Chairing of Sheep Strategy Imple-
mentation Group and preparation 
of a report. Work carried out in 
2006 and 2007.

22,924

Aquatic Services Unit, UCC Monitor Water Quality in Fresh-
water Pearl Mussel areas

47,894

Mott MacDonald Consulting Engineers for Ros-
saveel Hbr Development

66,000

Ryan Hanley Consulting Engineers for Ros-
saveel Store

17,927

Aquafact Appropriate Assessment ( Dun-
loughan Pier, Marine SAC)

5,747

KOS Appropriate Assessment ( Dun-
loughan Pier, Land SAC)

2,679

RPS Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Killybegs Harbour Development

99,781

Haskoning Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Greencastle Harbour Development

443,274

MERC Consultants, Marine Envi-
ronmental Resource Conservation 
Consultants Ltd. 

Engineering Services in relation to 
Howth Harbour Dredging

20,921

OVE ARUP Consulting Engi-
neers,15 Oliver Plunkett St., Cork

Engineering report & conditional 
inspection of the West Wharf in 
Dunmore East FHC 

5,541.37

RPS Consulting Engineers, Elm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ

Dunmore East Sedimentation 
Study & Dredging Feasibility 
Report

18,634.00

RPS Consulting Engineers, Elm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ

Detailed Design for Dunmore East 
Fishery Harbour Development.

17,056.16

RPS Consulting Engineers, Elm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ

Design & tendering for the Dun-
more East FHC – Repairs to East 
Pier Phase II, Upgrading Slipway 
& Access to West Wharf

68,970.00

RPS Consulting Engineers, Elm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ

Safety Railing Walkway.Planning 
Permission.

5,690.94
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2008€

Hydraulics & Maritime Research 
Centre.University College Cork

Wave & Harbour Development 
Study

20,622.00

CONSULTANT/CONSULTAN-
CY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2009€

Accenture To facilitate a review of the local 
office structure, including staffing 
levels, of the Department.

24,957

Petrus Consulting-VFM & Policy 
Review

Expenditure Reviews 2,430

Iwrite Consulting Expenditure Reviews 2,296
Ray Burke Consulting Expenditure Reviews 2,734
ESPION Quarterly independent assess-

ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required for 
EU accreditation purposes and 
Biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

11,350

ESPION Independent Web Application 
testing

10,523

Mazars Provision of IT audit expertise to 
the Internal Audit Unit

72,258

Tierney & Associates External Quality Assessment of 
Internal Audit Unit

8,136

Deloitte Certifying Body, providing inde-
pendent certification of the De-
partment’s EAGF/EAFRD annual 
accounts and compliance with EU 
accreditation criteria, as required 
under EU Council Regulation 
1290/05.

556,653

SGS (UK) Ltd SGS are an EU approved Super-
visory Agency who where tasked 
with verifying the destruction of 
contaminated pigmeat in various 
countries.

116,165

Dr Noel Cawley Chairman of Seafood Strategy 
Implementation Group & Chair-
man of Technical Support Group 
- CFP 

41,926

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment Project Fees

679,775

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

185,044

Jacobs UK, Consulting Engineers, Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

338,902

Aquatic Services Unit, UCC Monitor Water Quality in Fresh-
water Pearl Mussel areas

55,288

Donnchadh Mc Carthy  B.L Advice Consultations and Nego-
tiations

12,150

Ted Harding B.L. Advice Consultations and Repre-
sention

12,393
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CONSULTANT/CONSULTAN-
CY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2009€

Marjorie Farell S.C Advices, Consultations and Rep-
resention

4,083.75

Donnchadh Mc Carthy  B.L Advices, Consultations and Rep-
resention

3,025

Mott MacDonald Consulting Engineers for Ros-
saveel Hbr Development

227,000

RPS Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Killybegs Harbour Development

52,527

Haskoning Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Greencastle Harbour Development

95,368

MERC Consultants, Marine Envi-
ronmental Resource Conservation 
Consultants Ltd. 

Engineering Servi ces in relation 
to Howth Harbour Dredging

26,924

Precision Electric (Irl) Ltd Engineering Services in relation to 
Howth Harbour Electrical Infra-
structure Survey

47,227

RPS Consulting Engineers, Elm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ

Design & tendering for the Dun-
more East FHC – Repairs to East 
Pier Phase II, Upgrading Slipway 
& Access to West Wharf

57,105.00

RPS Consulting EngineersElm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ 

Dunmore East FHC– Sedimenta-
tion / Dredging Studies

8,019.00

CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2010€

Indecon International Economic 
Consultants

Independent mid-term evalua-
tion of the Rural Development 
Programme 2007 - 2013

110,903

Jim Beecher Expenditure Reviews 1,800.00
Sean Brady Harvest 2020 Chairperson 13,800.00
ESPION Quarterly independent assess-

ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required for 
EU accreditation purposes and 
Biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

15,942

Mazars Provision of IT audit expertise to 
the Internal Audit Unit

58,168

Deloitte Certifying Body, providing inde-
pendent certification of the De-
partment’s EAGF/EAFRD annual 
accounts and compliance with EU 
accreditation criteria, as required 
under EU Council Regulation 
1290/05.

438,689

Matheson Ormsby Prentice Matheson Ormsby Prentice were 
retained to provide an Assessment 
of Demurrage and Related claims 
under the Overseas Associated 
costs element of the Pigmeat Re-
call Scheme. 

7,865
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2010€

AON McDonagh Boland AON were retained to review the 
insurance policies of Pigmeat Pro-
cessors who had submitted claims 
under the Pigmeat Recall scheme.

4,425 

Dr Noel Cawley Chairman of Technical Support 
Group - CFP Review

8,384

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment Project Fees

307,587

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

290,319

Jacobs UK, Consulting Engineers, Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

139,210

Ciaran Fahy, Consulting Engineer, Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Contract conciliation fees

12,958

Punch Consulting Engineers An Daingean – Marina Piles Re-
medial Works

42,424

RPS Consulting Engineers Ltd, Environmental Investigation and 
Remediation Works at Syncrolift 
Boatyards atHowth, Dunmore 
East, Castletownbere and Killy-
begs FHC’s

18,168

Dr. Michael Carey Technical Report 13,930
Danish Forestry Extension Wood Energy advisory service 

and production of publications on 
wood energy

47,037

Eoin O’Driscoll Collation, analysis and communi-
cation of natural wood harvest and 
trade data

38,831

Gordon Knaggs & Associates Wood Product specification and 
advisory service

12,120

Henry Phillips Professional advice and analysis 
in relation to national forest policy 
review

22,420

Noel Whelan B.L. Advices 11,434.50
Noel Whelan B.L. Consultation and Representation 21,713.27

CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2011€

Accenture 1) An analysis of an internal 
review of procurement, 2) an 
examination of the opportunities 
and capacity for further shared 
services between the Department 
and its non-commercial state 
agencies, and 3) a review of the 
Department’s role in regulating 
meat plants.

work done on a pro-bono basis.

KPMG An examination of the admin-
istration of the Single Payment 
Scheme.

work done on a pro-bono basis.
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2011€

Deloitte To examine the recommendations 
in the Report of the Review Group 
on State Assets and Liabilities as 
applicable to this Department, to 
value the assets referred to and 
to make a series of recommenda-
tions.

work done on a pro-bono basis

Dave Ring Expenditure Reviews 1,800
Brendan Riordan Training on estimation of net flow 

of funds for agri-food sector  
3,000

Brendan Riordan Training on estimation of net flow 
of funds for agri-food sector  

3,000

ESPION Quarterly independent assess-
ments of the Department’s IT 
security measures as required for 
EU accreditation purposes and 
Biannual independent security 
review of the Department’s IT 
infrastructure.

13,446

ESPION Independent Web Application 
testing

3,518

Mazars Provision of IT audit expertise to 
the Internal  Audit Unit

56,634

Deloitte Certifying Body, providing inde-
pendent certification of the De-
partment’s EAGF/EAFRD annual 
accounts and compliance with EU 
accreditation criteria, as required 
under EU Council Regulation 
1290/05.

509,830

AON McDonagh Boland AON were retained to review 
the insurance policies of Italian 
companies who had submitted 
claims for contaminated pigmeat 
which was destroyed in a fire in a 
coldstore.

8,021

Fitzpatrick and Associates Fisheries Technical Assistance 39,325
Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment Project Fees

67,697

Mott MacDonald Consulting 
Engineers

Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Site Works supervision

122,483

Ciaran Fahy, Consulting Engineer, Castletownbere Harbour Develop-
ment – Contract conciliation fees

25,489

RPS Consulting Engineers Ltd Environmental Investigation and 
Remediation Works at Syncrolift 
Boatyards atHowth, Dunmore 
East, Castletownbere and Killy-
begs FHC’s

103,711

Malachy Walsh & Partners Castletownbere Navigation Bea-
cons

29,013

CEI Collins Engineers Castletownbere underwater In-
spection of Syncrolift and Dinish 
Bridge

10,824

Mott MacDonald Consulting Engineers for Ros-
saveel Hbr Development

74,851
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2011€

RPS Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation 
to Howth and Killybegs Harbour 
Pier Inspections

41,624

RPS Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Syncrolift environmental consul-
tancy

85,506

White Young Green Consulting 
Engineers

Engineering Services in relation 
to Electrical Upgrading at Howth 
Harbour

72,408

Corrosion Prevention Ltd Engineering Design services in 
relation to cathodic protection at 
Greencastle Harbour Development

8,288

RPS Consulting Engineers Dunmore East FHC,Dredging 
Feasibility Report

12,626

RPS Consulting Engineers Design & tendering for the Dun-
more East FHC – Repairs to East 
Pier Phase II, Upgrading Slipway 
& Access to West Wharf

11,998

Malone O’Regan  Dunmore East FHC New Pon-
toon - Design Tender & Admin. 
Construction

16,819

Deltares North Harbour, Cape Clear,Bull’s 
Nose Design: – Wave / Hydraulic 
Modelling

47,856

Hydraulics & Maritime Research 
Centre

North Harbour, Cape Clear - 
Bull’s Nose Design, Calculation 
of Wave Transmission past a 
proposed new Storm Gate 

16,970

Malone O’Regan, North Harbour, Cape Clear - 
Bull’s Nose Design, Design & 
tender documents

4,114

Drima Marketing Ltd Collation, analysis and commu-
nication of national wood har-
vest and trade data on behalf of 
DAFM, and transmission of data 
to Eurostat, FAO, the international 
Energy Agency and other bodies

30,905

Dr. Michael Carey Technical Report 3,389
Danish Forestry Extension Wood Energy advisory service 

and production of publications on 
wood energy

19,912

Gordon Knaggs & Associates Wood Product specification and 
advisory service

4,572

Henry Phillips Professional advice and analysis 
in relation to national forest policy 
review

9,196

PURSER Tarleton Russell Ltd Maintenance of GROWFOR 
SOFTWARE, hosting of  work-
shops & associated queries.

5,249.38

DTZ Sherry Fitzgerald Property Valuations 2,341
Frank V Murphy & Co Ltd Property Valuations 5,082
Society of Chartered Surveyors Property Valuations 325
Elliott & Fitzgerald Property Valuations 1,210
Devere White & Smyth Property Valuations 2,118
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK EXPENDITURE IN 2011€

W K Nowlan & Associates Property Valuations 2,118
Lisney Property Valuations 11,495
Briggs Environmental Services Oil Spill Contingency Plans 4,424
UCD Evaluation of the EU School Fruit 

Scheme/Food Dudes as per Com-
mission Regulation 288/2009

4,500

Michael Dowling Chair of Beef 2020 Activations 
Group

10,000

Maurice E Veale & Co Solicitors Advice and Consultation 7897.50
Stiofan Nutty Consultant Report on the Development of 

Ireland’s Organic Industry and 
the potential establishment of an 
Organic Trade Board

29,040

Milliards Solicitors Legal advice, consultations, cor-
respondence and court attendance

2,722.50

Mott MacDonald Consulting Engineers for Ros-
saveel Hbr Development

129,789

Haskoning Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Greencastle Harbour Development

10,043

Haskoning Consulting Engineers Engineering Services in relation to 
Greencastle Harbour Development

95,368

Malone O’Regan (T/A Remco) 
St. Catherine’s House, Catherine 
Street, Waterford

North Harbour, Cape Clear - 
Bull’s Nose Design, Design & 
tender documents

20,570.00

Deltares, Princetonlaan 6, Utrecht, 
The Netherlands 

North Harbour, Cape Clear – 
Bull’s Nose Design Evaluation of 
a design of a storm gate including 
a gap

12,100.00

Hydraulics & Maritime Research 
Centre, University College Cork

North Harbour, Cape Clear - 
Bull’s Nose Design, Calculation 
of Wave Transmission past a 
proposed new Storm Gate 

1,210.00

RPS Consulting Engineers, Elm-
wood House, 74 Boucher Road, 
Belfast BT12 6RZ

Design & tendering for the Dun-
more East FHC – Repairs to East 
Pier Phase II, Upgrading Slipway 
& Access to West Wharf

1,415.70

CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK 2012 EXPENDITURE UP TO 30 
SEPT 2012€

University College Dublin (UCD) Evaluation of the EU School Fruit 
Scheme /Food Dudes as per Com-
mission Regulation 288/2009

6,388

Deloitte Certifying body providing inde-
pendent certification of the De-
partment’s EAGF/EAFRD annual 
accounts and compliance with EU 
accreditation criteria, as required 
under EU Council Regulation 
1290/05

26,701

Mazars Provision of IT Audit expertise to 
the Internal Audit Unit

34,243
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CONSULTANT/
CONSULTANCY COMPANY

NATURE OF WORK 2012 EXPENDITURE UP TO 30 
SEPT 2012€

Espion Vulnerability assessment, pen-
etration assessment, application 
security assessment, periodic 
penetration testing & server/appli-
cation testing

28,219.29

Lorcain O Cinneide BIM Review 3,000
Dave Ring Expenditure Reviews 1,200
Indecon Review of certain aspects of the 

Irish Horse Racing Industry.
59,224

Drima Marketing Ltd Collation, analysis and commu-
nication of national wood har-
vest and trade data on behalf of 
DAFM, and transmission of data 
to Eurostat, FAO, the international 
Energy Agency and other bodies

13,776

Danish Forestry Extension Wood Energy advisory service 
and production of publications on 
wood energy

904

Gordon Knaggs & Associates Wood Product specification and 
advisory service

1,968

Henry Phillips Professional advice and analysis 
in relation to national forest policy 
review

369

CST Group, Sligo Howth FHC Structural Survey of  
protected building and road safety 
audit

4,327

Malone O’ Regan Dunmore East FHC New Pon-
toon- Design Tender & Admin 
Construction

1,772.00

Deltares North Harbour, Cape Clear, Bull’s 
Nose Design-Wave/Hydraulie 
Modelling Study of the Harbour

31,365

17/10/2012WRZ00150Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRZ00200260. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date 
in 2012 inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State 
agency for which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior coun-
sel and or a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the 
barristers’ and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; 
if in each case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45307/12]

17/10/2012WRZ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The amount 
paid by my Department in legal fees for the years in question is listed in the following table.  
The obtaining of legal advice is an operational matter for the State Bodies under the aegis of 
my Department.
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Year Name of Firm Reason for procure-
ment 

Amount paid (€) Was competitive 
tender process 
held? 

2008 Donnchadh Mc 
Carthy B.L. 

Advice, Consulta-
tion and Represen-
tation 

4,780 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Michael Ryan, 
Solicitor, Rathd-
owney, Co Laois 

Advice and Consul-
tation 

560 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Arthur Cox Solici-
tors  

Legal advice on 3 
Aquaculture and 
Foreshore Manage-
ment Division cases 

157,804 Not necessary (See 
note below) 

Philip Lee, So-
licitors Fitzwilton 
House Wilton Place 
Dublin 2 

Procurement advice 
in relation to civil 
engineering con-
tract. 

1,658 Minor nature of 
Query made a 
competitive tender 
unnecessary 

Arthur Cox Solici-
tors 

Advising the 
Department on 
property located in 
the Fishery Harbour 
Centres 

30,414 Due to urgent 
nature a competi-
tive tender was not 
possible. Attorney 
General’s Office 
aware of the situa-
tion throughout 

2009 Donnchadh Mc 
Carthy B.L. 

Court Case 12,150 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Ted Harding B.L. 
Marjorie Farrell 
S.C. 

Advice, Consulta-
tions and Repre-
sentation Advice, 
Consultations and 
Representation 

12,393 4,084 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of 
Finance guidelines 
as the amount did 
not exceed €25,000 
Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

2009 Donnchadh Mc 
Carthy B.L. 

Advice, Consulta-
tions and Represen-
tation 

3,025 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Arthur Cox Solici-
tors 

Continuing legal 
advice on 3 Aqua-
culture and Fore-
shore Management 
Division cases 

125,790 Not necessary (See 
note below) 
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Year Name of Firm Reason for procure-
ment 

Amount paid (€) Was competitive 
tender process 
held? 

Michael Ryan, 
Solicitor, Rathd-
owney, Co Laois 

Advice and consul-
tation 

185 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

2010 Noel Whelan B.L. 
Noel Whelan B.L. 

Advice Consulta-
tion and Represen-
tation 

11,435 21,713 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of 
Finance guidelines 
as the amount did 
not exceed €25,000 
Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Matheson Ormsby 
Prentice 

Provided an assess-
ment of Demurrage 
and Related claims 
under the Overseas 
Associated element 
of the Pigment 
Recall Scheme 

7,865 Tendering process 
was held 

Peter Bland, Tur-
botston, Coole, Co 
Westmeath 

Advice and Consul-
tation 

402 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Conleth Bradley 
SC, Law Library, 
Four Courts, Dub-
lin 7 

Legal Representa-
tion in relation to 
a Judicial Review 
case in the High 
Court 

81,634 Not required as the 
amount was below 
€127,000 which 
was the limit at the 
time 

2011 Maurice E Veale & 
Co Solicitors 

Advice and Consul-
tation 

7,898 Not required in 
accordance with 
Department of Fi-
nance guidelines as 
the amount did not 
exceed €25,000 

Donnchadh Mc-
Carthy B.L 

Debt recovery case 200 Representation was 
approved by CSSO 

Millards Solicitors Legal advice, 
consultation, cor-
respondence and 
court attendance 

2722.50 

2012 (to 30 Sept) Nil Nil Nil Nil 

17/10/2012WRZ00350Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRZ00400261. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional ser-
vice to his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and includ-
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ing any other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to 
him over the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45324/12]

17/10/2012WRZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Due to the 
volume of the information requested by the Deputy, it was not possible to provide it in the re-
quired time.  I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

17/10/2012WRZ00550Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/10/2012WRZ00600262. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
supports proposals to stop making single farm payments to businesses. [45355/12]

17/10/2012WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): First I would 
like to clarify that there are no proposals to stop making Single Farm Payments to businesses.  
Rather, the EU Commission has proposed putting a progressive cap on the amount of Single 
Farm Payment any one farmer or business could receive.  In that respect, I support the Commis-
sion’s proposal, although I also understand the real difficulties of some Member States on this 
issue, and I believe some flexibility may be required. 

I would be somewhat reluctant excluding business enterprises per se from the Single Farm 
Payment.  Business enterprises come in all shapes and sizes and I would not wish to see family 
farms excluded from payment because they had organised themselves as a corporation or com-
pany. If there were to be limits applied, I would prefer to see a simple cap on the amount that a 
farmer of business could receive.

17/10/2012WRZ00750Renewable Energy Generation

17/10/2012WRZ00800263. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his appraisal of the estimate given by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland that to satisfy 
renewable electricity and heat targets an additional 60,000 hectares of energy crops will need 
to be established; his views on the desirability of this use of agricultural land and the way in 
which this ties in with the Harvest 2020 targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45363/12]

17/10/2012WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have had 
enquiries made with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources to es-
tablish the most up-to-date assessment by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 
in relation to forecasts for achieving 2020 renewable energy targets.  I am informed that no ex-
plicit need in terms of land committed to energy crops has been established.  The actual amount 
required will depend on a number of factors such as the market price for bioenergy, the avail-
ability of other sources, particularly forest biomass and also the availability of imports.

Estimates made by SEAI in relation to renewable energy targets depend on a range of as-
sumptions about the future, including demand projections, the impact of energy efficiency pol-
icy and the extent of co-firing in peat powered stations.  In this context the SEAI has stated 
that the outcome of their analysis is a scenario rather than a forecast.  For example, one such 
scenario developed in the SEAI publication of December 2011 Energy Forecasts for Ireland to 
2020  suggests that in terms of biomass contribution to renewable electricity, meeting the re-
quirement with domestic resources could need up to 30,000 hectares of land from energy crops.  
This scenario is presented by SEAI merely to show the scale required in the event that the only 
available resource is domestically grown energy crops.  This figure assumes no imports and no 
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contribution from forestry.  The reality is that the vast bulk of the biomass contribution to reach-
ing 2020 targets will come from the forestry sector.

The Deputy may be aware that the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources, Deputy Pat Rabbitte, has announced his intention to publish a National Bioenergy 
Strategy in the coming months.  This strategy will examine all aspects of the bioenergy sector 
so as to inform the actions required to maximise its contribution to achieving the 2020 targets 
under the Renewable Energy Directive.  My Department is working closely with Minister Rab-
bitte’s Department in assessing the potential of bioenergy from the agriculture and forestry sec-
tors to contribute to the 2020 targets.

17/10/2012WRZ00950Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRZ01000264. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by her Depart-
ment and each agency within the remit of her Department to suppliers in respect of the supply 
of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of 
the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt 
of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of 
receipt of the invoice. [45013/12]

17/10/2012WRZ01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In accordance 
with established practice and the reporting mechanisms in place for the monitoring of prompt 
payments, Government Departments and public sector bodies are required to publish quarterly 
composite reports on performance in relation to payments to suppliers on their respective web-
sites.  Particulars relating to the  payments made by my Department and the statutory agencies 
under its remit to the end of June 2012 are contained on my Department`s website (www.dcya.
gov.ie).  Information relating to the period July to September 2012 is being compiled at present 
and will be published on the Department’s website shortly.

17/10/2012WRZ01150Child Care Services

17/10/2012WRZ01200265. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
for developing childcare; if she will recommend a proposed model of childcare; if she has ex-
amined the model of childcare used in other countries; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45220/12]

17/10/2012WRZ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government 
currently supports the provision of early childhood care and education through three support 
programmes - the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, the Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme and the Childcare Education and Training Support 
(CETS) programme.

There are currently no proposals to reform these schemes or childcare provision generally.  
However, given the evidence that shows the importance to children’s development of quality 
experiences in their earliest years, possible developments relating to early years care and edu-
cation are being considered as part of the preparation of the new National Early Years Strategy 
2012.  This new Strategy will cover a range of issues affecting children in their first years of life 
and will seek to identify best practice in other jurisdictions that might be suitable to be applied 
here.  My Department and the Department of Education and Skills are involved in a number 
of international groups on Early Years and have access to the most up to date information on 



17 October 2012

229

developments in other jurisdictions to help inform decisions.

17/10/2012WRZ01350Youth Services

17/10/2012WRZ01400266. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
advise on any youth groups or organisations to assist children and teenagers on the northside of 
Dublin 9, 3, 5, 13 and 17 [45224/12]

17/10/2012WRZ01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of funding schemes, programmes 
and supports to the youth sector.  These include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special 
Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 
and Local Drugs Task Force Projects.

The City of Dublin Youth Service Board (CDYSB) has been for many years promoting, 
supporting and co-ordinating the development of voluntary youth clubs and youth services in 
Dublin City.  Details of youth projects and youth clubs in the areas referred to by the Deputy 
are outlined in tabular form.

Area Project
 3 Ballybough Youth Project

East Wall/North Port Youth Development 
Project

 5 Donnycarney Youth Project
Kilbarrack Youth Project
Kilmore West Youth Project
St. Monica’s Youth Project, Tonlegee Road, 
Raheny,

 9  -  
 13 Trinity Youth Service
 17 Sphere 17 (Bonnybrook, Priorswood, Darn-

dale)

Area Group
3 1st Dublin - Fairview Scout Group

5th Company Girls Brigade
5th Port Dollymount Sea Scout Group
66th Naomh Eoin Cluain Tarbh Scout 
Group
92nd Dublin Scout Group
Ballybough Arts & Crafts
CRC Parents and Friends Association Sum-
mer Project
Dublin City Motorcross Club
Dublin Co-Operative Housing
East Wall North Port Summer Project
East Wall Recreation Centre Summer Proj-
ect
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Area Group
East Wall Swimming and Canoe Club
Eastwall Watersports Group Ltd
Merchant Road and Sq Summer Project
North Dublin Chernobyl Group
Order of Malta Cadets Marino Unit
Rathmore Girls Club

5 160th Dublin Ardlea Scout Unit
35th Dublin Grange Scout Group
Anchor Educational Youth Centre
Artane Summer Project
Buion an Leanbh Prague Guides
Buion Naomh Breandan Guides
Ceoltoirí Chluain Tarbh
Maranatha Youth Club
Sliebh Mór Outdoor Sports Club
St Monicas Resource Centre
St Pauls Youth Club (Artane)
Supercool Summer Project

9 127th Dublin Drumcondra Scout Unit
18th Dublin Santry Scout Group
Clonliffe and Croke Park Cummunity Cen-
tre
Donnycarney Trees Fun Week
Gaeltacht Park Summer Project
Gaeltacht Park Youth Club
Glasnevin Youth Concert Band
Larkhill Youth Group (The Larks)
Ógeagras Naoimh Papain
Rainbow 13+ Arch Club
Rainbow Junior Arch Club - youth club
Santry Summer Project
St Columbus Localise
The Plough Youth Club
The Virgin Mary Summer Project

13 Cool Side of God YC
Dublin All Stars Marching Band
Jets Special Olympics Swimming Club

17 130th Dublin Priorswood Scout Group
Aoibhneas Womens & Childrens Refuge 
(Coolock)
Dance X
Dean Swift Summer Camp
Dom Savio Club
New Life for Youth
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Area Group
Newtown Co-operative Housing Society 
Ltd

17/10/2012WRZ01550Proposed Legislation

17/10/2012WRZ01600267. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to bring forward legislation to amend Section 267 of the Children Act 2001 which refers to the 
period in care of health board under interim care order from eight days to twenty eight days 
bearing in mind that the Act as it stands is causing delays within the Children’s Courts system; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45276/12]

17/10/2012WRZ01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As originally 
drafted, section 17(2) of the Child Care Act, 1991, provided that an interim care order may be 
granted for a period of eight days (or longer with the consent of both the parents/guardian and 
the HSE), with extensions of further 8 day periods (or longer with consent) where a justice of 
the District Court is satisfied on the application.  This provision was amended in the Children 
Act, 2001, to provide for the extension of the original care order from 8 to 28 days.  No change 
was made to the legislative provisions for extensions.

A submission received from the HSE on the issue highlighted some issues regarding the 
implementation of this measure by both the courts and the HSE. These matters have been 
brought to the attention of my Department.  Officials have been examining the background to 
the original legislation. 

In order for the approval of the Oireachtas to be sought for amending legislation, a strong 
evidence base is required. I am anxious to ascertain a clear, evidence base for the change pro-
posed, to ensure it does not have any unintended consequences.

A letter issued to Mr Gordon Jeyes, National Director, Children and Family Services , HSE, 
on 31 August last requesting that a single robust case be submitted to the Department setting 
out the rationale for change in this area.  The letter indicates that the best interests of the child 
should be a central tenet of any such case, which should also take account of the interests of the 
family and the child protection service.

I expect to receive a response from the HSE shortly.

17/10/2012WRZ01750Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRZ01800268. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 
the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by her Department, any body under her aegis or 
State agency for which she has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was 
advertised for competitive tender; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45292/12]

17/10/2012WRZ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information 
requested is being compiled by my Department and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRZ01950Legal Matters
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17/10/2012WRZ02000269. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 
inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by her, any body under her aegis or State agency for 
which she has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or 
a firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ 
and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each 
case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45309/12]

17/10/2012WRZ02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
was established on the 2nd June, 2011, and the information below is from that date. 

Year Name of Solici-
tor/Barrister

Subject Matter 
of Advice

Advertised or-
Tender

Amount

2011 RDJ Solrs Various ad-
vices relating to 
investigations 
undertaken by 
the Office of the 
Ombudsman for 
Children

Tender €48,659

2012 RDJ Solrs Various ad-
vices relating to 
investigations 
undertaken by 
the Office of the 
Ombudsman for 
Children

Tender €13,178

17/10/2012WRZ02150Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRZ02200270. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to 
her Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any 
other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to her over 
the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45326/12]

17/10/2012WRZ02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information 
requested is being compiled by my Department and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRAA00150Services for People with Disabilities

17/10/2012WRAA00200271. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that no fur-
ther cuts to funding or services be applied to an organisation (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44993/12]

17/10/2012WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/10/2012WRAA00350Water Fluoridation

17/10/2012WRAA00400272. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health the names of the members of the 
Irish Expert Group on Fluoridation; the qualifications of each Member of that Group; the cost 
of the Group to the Exchequer in 2011 and how often the Group meets. [45103/12]

17/10/2012WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): A range of infor-
mation, including details of its membership, is available on the website of the Irish Expert Body 
on Fluorides and Health, www.fluoridesandhealth.ie.  The total funding allocated to the Irish 
Expert Body on Fluorides and Health’s Secretariat in 2011 was approximately €284,000. Mem-
bers of the Expert Body provide their expertise on a voluntary basis. This year to date there 
has been one plenary meeting of the Expert Body, 4 meetings of the Executive Committee, 2 
meetings of the Quality Assurance Sub-Committee and 4 meetings of the New and Emerging 
Issues Sub-Committee. In addition, the Expert Committee provides advice to my Department 
on an ongoing basis.

17/10/2012WRAA00550Departmental Reports

17/10/2012WRAA00600273. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made re-
garding the review into the statute of limitations for the survivors of symphysiotomy. [45370/12]

17/10/2012WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE provides a range of services to 
women who continue to suffer the effects of having undergone this procedure. These services 
include the provision of medical cards, the availability of independent clinical advice and the 
organisation of individual pathways of care and the arrangement of appropriate follow-up. 

My Department has commissioned an independent research report in relation to the practice 
of symphysiotomy on Ireland. The Research included a consultation process involving patient 
groups, health professionals and in particular the women who have undergone symphysiotomy. 
It is expected that this report will be presented to the Department in the near future. 

It is intended that the awaited report will inform the Government’s overall consideration 
of this matter, including the consideration of any actions or legal implications that may be re-
quired. It would be premature for me to make any other comments at this stage on what actions 
might be taken, prior to giving full consideration to the recommendations of the report.

17/10/2012WRAA00750Water Fluoridation

17/10/2012WRAA00800274. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health with regard to the ap-
plication of fluoride to drinking water here, if he will confirm that the contract to supply fluoride 
is due for renewal soon; if he will confirm that a company (details supplied) is the supplier; if 
he will provide the contract date and the duration of the new contract; the cost to the State of 
the contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45000/12]

17/10/2012WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Chemifloc Ltd. 
is the company contracted by the HSE for the supply and delivery of hydrofluosilicic acid for 
the purpose of water fluoridation. The current contract with the HSE came into effect on 1st 
October 2009. The initial contract was for a period of 3 years with an option for an extension of 
two years. Following renegotiation with the supplier, the contract has been extended until 30th 
September 2014. The cost in 2011 was approximately €1.7m. This includes VAT and supply of 
the acid to water treatment plants operated by and on behalf of local authorities.
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17/10/2012WRAA00950Water Fluoridation

17/10/2012WRAA01000275. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the date on which the 
Health Service Executive commenced using silicofluoride chemicals for water fluoridation in-
stead of sodium fluoride; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45005/12]

17/10/2012WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The use of liquid 
fluosilicilic acid in water fluoridation commenced in the 1970s. Sodium fluoride had been used 
when fluoridation of public water supplies commenced in the 1960s but was replaced as there 
was a tendency for the powder to become solid.

17/10/2012WRAA01150Water Fluoridation

17/10/2012WRAA01200276. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the 
exact dates on which the Health Service Executive started using hydrofluorosilicic/hexafluo-
risilicic acid that was sourced from industrial scrubbers from a supplier in the Netherlands; if 
he will confirm the date on which this contract was terminated and replaced with a supplier in 
Spain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45008/12]

17/10/2012WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

17/10/2012WRAA01350Water Fluoridation

17/10/2012WRAA01400277. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the financial costs as-
sociated with capital infrastructure for the installation of over 250 fluoridation systems in water 
treatment facilities here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45010/12]

17/10/2012WRAA01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are currently 
over 250 water treatment plants with fluoridation systems. The estimated financial costs associ-
ated with capital infrastructure over the last three years are as follows:

 Year  Estimated cost (excluding VAT)
 2009  €1.65 million
 2010  €1.41 million
 2011  €86,000

17/10/2012WRAA01550Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRAA01600278. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his Department and each agency 
within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the supply of goods and services; 
splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of the invoice; between 
30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt of the invoice; 
between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of receipt of the 
invoice. [45020/12]

17/10/2012WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy 
is not routinely collected by my Department.  However, I can assure the Deputy that both my 
Department and the agencies under its aegis make every effort to comply with the terms set out 
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in the Prompt Payments of Accounts Act, 1997.

My Department is committed to making every effort to pay its suppliers promptly.  In line 
with Government Decision No. S29296 of 19 May 2009, every effort, consistent with proper 
financial procedures, is being made to ensure that all suppliers are paid within 15 calendar days 
of receipt of a valid invoice.  My Department publishes quarterly reports on prompt payments 
on our website and the reports for 2011 can be viewed at www.doh.ie.  

In relation to the HSE,  I can assure the Deputy that the Executive is committed to standard 
payment terms of 30 days. However, given the multitude of processing centres across the HSE, 
and indeed within its individual units, in order to meet a 15 day period, it would require the 
introduction of a single financial and procurement system. Whilst there are plans in this regard, 
it will be some time before this is in place. Taking into account that over 7,000 invoices are re-
ceived daily by the Executive across a multiplicity of service delivery units, it has consistently 
been my Department’s view that it is not logistically possible to apply the 15 day payment rule 
to the HSE at this time. 

Notwithstanding this, the introduction of Prompt Payments legislation and the refinancing 
arrangements introduced and overseen by this Department have seen the HSE comprehensively 
address the issue of late payment. It should be noted that as a result of the improvement in pay-
ments, the HSE only paid €324,000 in prompt payment interest in 2011, which was just one 
third of 1% of its non-pay budget for that year.

As regards the other agencies under the aegis of my Department, work is underway to rede-
sign their IT systems to capture the appropriate data in order to publish this information on their 
websites in line with the Government Decision.  It should be acknowledged that many of these 
agencies receive either minimal or no funding from my Department, and in all cases, the vast 
majority of invoices are paid within the terms of the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act.

17/10/2012WRAA01750Water Fluoridation

17/10/2012WRAA01800279. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of pollution 
incidences that have occurred from fluoride facilities that have resulted in the uncontrolled dis-
charge of fluoride chemicals into the environment since 2000; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45029/12]

17/10/2012WRAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): My Department 
has no responsibility in regard to the incidence of pollution at water treatment plants.

17/10/2012WRAA01950Hospital Appointments Administration

17/10/2012WRAA02000280. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be 
arranged at Waterford Regional Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford. [45042/12]

17/10/2012WRAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

17/10/2012WRAA02150Water Fluoridation
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17/10/2012WRAA02200281. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if either he or manage-
ment within the Health Service Executive have read the history of fluoridation provided by 
BBC Journalist Christopher Byson’s in his book The Fluoride Deception; in view of the fact 
that the Fluoride Deception was published in 2005, his views on whether the continued practice 
of water fluoridation here constitutes negligence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45046/12]

17/10/2012WRAA02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Irish Expert 
Body on Fluorides and Health, which was established in 2004, monitors new and emerging is-
sues on fluoride and its effects on health and related matters. The Expert Body is satisfied, hav-
ing studied current peer reviewed scientific evidence worldwide, that water fluoridation causes 
no ill effects to the health of adults or children. The publication to which the Deputy refers is not 
a peer reviewed scientific study and has not been considered by the Expert Body as such. There 
are no plans to discontinue the policy of fluoridation of public water supplies, which continues 
to make an effective contribution to oral health in Ireland.

17/10/2012WRBB00150Home Help Service Provision

17/10/2012WRBB00200282. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
budget for home help services in County Kerry is on target. [45049/12]

17/10/2012WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities

17/10/2012WRBB00400283. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the measures, if any, he 
will put in place to ensure that all young adults with an intellectual disability and or autism, 
finishing second level education, may have further education, training or day service payments 
and a personal input into same in 2013 [45053/12]

17/10/2012WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I understand 
that the Deputy is enquiring about placements for school leavers in 2013. 

Day services for adults with disabilities and mental health issues provide a network of sup-
port for over 25,000 people who have a wide spectrum of need, ranging from those with severe 
and profound disabilities who are likely to need long-term specialist service provision to people 
with lower support needs and greater potential for community participation and inclusion.  The 
HSE, through its Occupational Guidance Service, works with schools, service providers, ser-
vice users and families to identify the needs of young people with disabilities who are due to 
complete their second level education.  The aim is to address the needs of individuals in the 
following ways:

- Health-funded rehabilitative (life skills) training;

- Health-funded day services;

- FÁS-funded vocational training;

- Approval to extend education placement for a specified time.

The demand for services for school-leavers continues to grow. In 2012, the number of 



17 October 2012

237

school-leavers who require services is almost 700, and the position in 2013 is expected to be 
similar. Budgetary constraints and the moratorium on staff recruitment give rise to challenges 
in service provision. In addition the physical capacity to provide further services may not be 
present in all agencies. However both the voluntary sector and the HSE are committed to the 
best use of available resources in a creative and flexible manner to be as responsive as possible 
to the needs that present. While the HSE makes every effort to provide day services to people 
over 18 on leaving school, this has always been dependant on the availability and location of 
appropriate places coupled with the needs of the individual school-leaver. The HSE is currently 
reviewing the outcomes for 2012 school leavers in terms of placements achieved and scoping 
out the likely requirements for  2013.

There is evidence that an accelerated move towards a new model of individualised, person-
centred service provision in the community can help to achieve efficiencies, particularly in 
relation to services for those with mild or moderate intellectual disability. The HSE has estab-
lished an implementation project team to oversee the implementation of the recommendations 
in the report of the national working group for the review of HSE funded adult day services. 
The report, published in February 2012,  titled ‘New Directions’ proposes that day services 
in the future take the form of a menu of 12 individualised, outcome-focussed  supports which 
will provide adults with disabilities with the support necessary to live a life of their choosing in 
accordance with their own wishes, aspirations and needs. The guiding principle for the future 
is that supports will be tailored to individual need and will be flexible, responsive and person-
centred.

17/10/2012WRBB00550Nursing Home Services

17/10/2012WRBB00600284. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the plans that have been put in 
place to ensure Saorview will be available in all Health Service Executive residences and public 
nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45071/12]

17/10/2012WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Departmental Reports

17/10/2012WRBB00800285. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he has received the expert 
group report regarding the abc case; if not, when he expects to receive the report and respond 
to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45078/12]

17/10/2012WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Expert Group has met nine times and is 
making good progress towards finalising its report.  They expect their report will be completed 
and submitted to me shortly and I will subsequently submit it to Government for its consider-
ation.

General Practitioner Services

17/10/2012WRBB01000286. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an ap-
plication for a primary medical certificate in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45083/12]

17/10/2012WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
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uty’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the matter to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services Staff Issues

17/10/2012WRBB01200287. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Health 
Service Executive to recruit a replacement dentist to provide services at Athy Health Centre, 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45084/12]

17/10/2012WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

National Drugs Strategy Publication

17/10/2012WRBB01400288. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will update Dáil Éireann on 
the support he will provide in 2013 to an organisation (details supplied); if he will advise Dáil 
Éireann on his Department’s commitment to supporting young parents who are overcoming ad-
diction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45086/12]

17/10/2012WRBB01500292. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there are no 
cuts to the Coolmine Therapeutic Community. [45216/12]

17/10/2012WRBB01600293. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided to 
a project to employ specialist staff (details supplied) in Dublin 15; if this request will be given 
urgent consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45219/12]

17/10/2012WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 288, 292 and 293 together.

In line with the National Drugs Strategy, the Government is committed to continuing sup-
port for initiatives to tackle the drug problem, including programmes to help young parents 
overcome addiction. Coolmine Therapeutic Community (CTC) receives funding from my De-
partment and the HSE to provide a range of services, including a specific residential programme 
targeting women, many of whom are mothers.  

CTC has recently submitted an application to my Department under the National Lottery 
Fund Programme for additional funding for two full time creche workers for the women’s resi-
dential centre.    This application is currently under consideration.

Funding in relation to 2013 for community drugs initiatives, such as CTC, will be deter-
mined in the context of the estimates process, taking into account the need to protect front line 
service provision.

Nursing Home Services

17/10/2012WRBB01800289. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a nurs-
ing home place in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [45104/12]

17/10/2012WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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Health Services Expenditure

17/10/2012WRBB02000290. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of 
works paid for by the Health Service Executive on behalf of the Brothers of Charity Southern 
Services between 2009 and to date in 2012 [45153/12]

17/10/2012WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management and delivery of the health 
capital programme is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

17/10/2012WRBB02150Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme Extension

17/10/2012WRBB02200291. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the current status of 
the Programme for Government commitment to extend the Lourdes Hospital Scheme to include 
those 36 women who were excluded; when he intends to give effect to that commitment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45158/12]

17/10/2012WRBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A commitment was given in the Programme 
for Government to seek a mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age 
grounds alone from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme.  The Scheme of Redress approved 
by Government was a non-statutory, ex-gratia scheme.  Awards were determined by an indepen-
dent Redress Board in 2007 and 2008.  

My Department has been engaged in a review to identify the most appropriate mechanism 
to compensate those women excluded from the scheme on age grounds alone.  This review has 
included taking instructions and legal advice, including advice from the Office of the Attorney 
General, with a view to bringing proposals to Government for decision.  This process has not 
yet been completed.

Questions Nos. 292 and 293 answered with Question No. 288.

17/10/2012WRCCC00250Patients Forums

17/10/2012WRCCC00300294. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support efforts for a 
patients’ forum at Beaumont Hospital Dublin 9. [45225/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am not aware of any correspondence in rela-
tion to the proposed forum referred to by the Deputy but if the group concerned wish to submit 
proposals to my office they will be considered.

17/10/2012WRCCC00450Hospital Appointments Administration

17/10/2012WRCCC00500295. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange an appointment 
at the earliest possible date in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45247/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.
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17/10/2012WRCCC00650Thalidomide Victims Compensation

17/10/2012WRCCC00700296. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health in view of his engagement 
with the survivors of Thalidomide, the progress that has been made with regard to the appoint-
ment and training of a multi disciplinary team, arranging a multi disciplinary health evaluation, 
identifying and documenting the healthcare needs and issues, develop plans to address health-
care needs and issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45257/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have met with both the Irish Thalidomide 
Association and the Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society.

My Department has been in discussions with Dr. Paul O’Connell, Consultant Rheumatolo-
gist at Beaumont Hospital and Carmel Buckley, Health Service Executive Nurse Liaison, with 
regard to developing a health care assessment process for survivors of thalidomide living in 
Ireland.  An element of this process will be Dr O’Connell and a multidisciplinary team develop-
ing links and clinical training with a centre of excellence in Europe.

However, the Irish Thalidomide Association has stated that it is unwilling to engage with 
me on the basis I put forward and has submitted 17 personal injury claims which are under 
consideration by the State Claims Agency.  In addition a number of issues raised by the Irish 
Thalidomide Survivors Society (ITSS) are unfortunately outside the remit of the Department of 
Health.  I have requested the ITSS, in good faith, to continue to engage and participate in the 
health care assessment process, so as to assist the Health Service Executive in addressing the 
future health care needs of thalidomide survivors living in Ireland.

17/10/2012WRCCC00850General Practitioner Services

17/10/2012WRCCC00900297. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health his plans for the SouthDoc ser-
vice in County Kerry in view of the financial difficulty that has recently been highlighted in the 
media as well as the 2007 cuts to overall funding for the service and the 2009 10% pay cut to 
workers in the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45265/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRCCC01050Vaccination Programme

17/10/2012WRCCC01100298. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the way the Expert Medical 
Group on Whooping Cough Vaccination set up in 1984 by the them Minister Mr. Barry Des-
mond TD arrived at its decision of reasonable doubt where symptoms of persistent screaming, 
collapse, convulsions, infantile spasms, paralyses and development of mental retardation were 
present in a child (details supplied), after their vaccination in 1976; the way that expert group 
concluded that their disability was not caused by their vaccination; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45273/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC01200304. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reasonable doubt as deter-
mined in the case of a person (details supplied) on examination by the expert group on whoop-
ing cough vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45305/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 298 and 304 
together.
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In November 1977 the then Minister for Health established the Expert Medical Group on 
Whooping Cough Vaccination to 

-  Examine persons who, it was claimed, had been permanently damaged by whooping 
cough vaccination, 

-  Review the medical information available in relation to them and 

-  Indicate whether, in its opinion, the damage was attributable to the vaccination.

The Expert Group reviewed all the cases that came before it and is no longer sitting.

The  Expert Medical Group on Whooping Cough Vaccination interviewed the parents of the 
individual named and examined the then child on 07 June 1983. The Group also reviewed medi-
cal reports from Our Lady’s Hospital Crumlin, Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda and a paediatrician 
from Hammersmith Hospital, London.  The opinion of the Group was that “brain damage which 
is manifested by mental handicap and epilepsy, is the result of difficulties during delivery and 
it is not due to whooping cough vaccination. We find no evidence that the condition was made 
worse by the vaccination.”  All of the papers in relation to the Expert Group in this case were 
requested and provided to the family under the Freedom of Information Acts in January 1999.

17/10/2012WRCCC01350HSE Funding

17/10/2012WRCCC01400299. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cuts in 
respect of an organisation (details supplied). [45274/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRCCC01550Medical Records

17/10/2012WRCCC01600300. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason access to the medi-
cal records of a person (details supplied) complied during their stay at the Health Service Ex-
ecutive, Sisters of Charity of Jesus and Mary have been refused; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45275/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC01700302. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the services that were provided 
to a person (details supplied) from the Health Service Executive Sisters of Charity of Jesus and 
Mary, Delvin County Westmeath during their stay there from November 1981 to June 2005; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45283/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 300 and 302 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRCCC01850Vaccination Programme

17/10/2012WRCCC01900301. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding legisla-
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tion to provide a no fault vaccine injury compensation scheme as recommended in the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee Report on Childhood Immunisation dated July 2001; the reason for the 
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45282/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC02000305. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health when the ex gratia payment 
scheme as recommended in the final draft report of the Vaccine Damage Steering Group, June 
2009, will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45306/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 301 and 305 
together.

The Joint Oireachtas Committee Report on Childhood Immunisation dated July 2001 made 
over 18 recommendations in relation to the development of vaccination services for children in 
Ireland. Since that time the majority of the recommendations made in the report have been ad-
dressed and implemented.  In relation to the recommendation regarding a no fault vaccine dam-
age compensation scheme my Department convened an expert group to examine this issue. The 
report from this Group was made in June 2009 and is available on my Department’s website.   
This report is under active consideration by my Department.  However, this issue is complex 
and needs to be considered in the wider context of how best to address the long term health and 
social needs of people who may have experienced adverse outcomes from other health services.

  Question No. 302 answered with Question No. 300.

17/10/2012WRCCC02250Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRCCC02300303. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details 
in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 the total amount of 
expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or State agency for 
which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded contracts; the 
nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was advertised for 
competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45299/12]

17/10/2012WRCCC02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding my Department 
and agencies for which I have responsibility, is currently being compiled and will be forwarded 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The element of the question relating to Health Service Ex-
ecutive expenditure on consultancy  services has been referred to the Executive for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

Question No. 304 answered with Question No. 298.

  Question No. 305 answered with Question No. 301.

17/10/2012WRDD00350Legal Matters

17/10/2012WRDD00400306. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details 
in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 inclusive, of the ar-
rangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for which he has 
responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a firm of solici-
tors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ and solicitors’ 
firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each case the matter 
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was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45316/12]

17/10/2012WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information sought by the Deputy in 
respect of my Department will be collated and forwarded as soon as it is available.  With regard 
to agencies under my Department’s aegis, arrangements for the provision of legal services is an 
operational matter for the agencies themselves.

Vaccination Programme

17/10/2012WRDD00600307. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide this Deputy 
with the vaccine history by name type, manufacturer and date of vaccination in respect of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45323/12]

17/10/2012WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service issue the request has been 
forwarded to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2012WRDD00750Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WRDD00800308. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list 
of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to his Department such 
as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any other external profes-
sional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over the past 12 months, 
in tabular form [45333/12]

17/10/2012WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy will 
be collated and forwarded as soon as it is available.

Maternity Services

17/10/2012WRDD01000309. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if he would respond to reports 
from pregnant women that public hospitals and particularly a hospital (details supplied) in 
County Wexfrod are still not facilitating the procurement of their cord blood despite him hav-
ing previously stated that this apparent reluctance among hospitals should be addressed by the 
Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45344/12]

17/10/2012WRDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Cord blood is a recognised source of stem 
cells. However, there are other sources of stem cells including bone marrow.  The benefit of 
stem cells in the  treatment of a range of medical conditions is being explored by scientists 
around the world.  In addition, many potential benefits of stem cells are at an early stage of 
investigation. 

When clinically indicated by a consultant overseeing care, collection of cord blood for do-
nation to an identified family member in high risk families (known as “directed” harvesting 
of cord blood stem cells) is facilitated by HSE hospitals in collaboration with the Irish Blood 
Transfusion Service.  In addition, where an identified clinical need arises, Ireland has access 
to cord blood stem cells through international stem cell banks and registries and this is also ar-
ranged by the Irish Blood Transfusion Service.  

“Undirected” harvesting of cord blood may also take place to provide an individual with a 
personal store of stem cells in case the need arises for these in the future.  “Undirected” har-
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vesting of cord blood is not provided publicly in Ireland at present.  The HSE does not prohibit 
“undirected” harvesting of cord blood under contract with private companies.  It is open to 
hospitals wishing to accommodate staff who are directly employed by third party commercial 
companies to undertake the procurement of cord blood at hospitals operated or funded by the 
HSE, provided they ensure that a service level agreement is in place between the third party 
commercial entity and the hospital concerned.  

However, staff employed at hospitals operated or funded by the HSE cannot undertake the 
collection of cord blood on behalf of third party commercial entities, as this activity would not 
be covered under the Clinical Indemnity Scheme.  A number of hospitals have advised their 
clinical staff about the indemnity issues arising in this regard. 

Hospitals and their maternity service teams face significant challenges in ensuring that a 
safe and high quality maternity care system is provided to mothers and their babies within avail-
able resources.  The HSE will continue to ensure that evidence-based, safe, effective and high 
quality care is provided to patients and their families.  To this end the HSE and my Department 
will keep the emergence of the clinical benefits of cord blood banking under review.

17/10/2012WRDD01175Accident and Emergency Services Provision

17/10/2012WRDD01200310. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the date on which the new 
Accident and Emergency Department in the Mater Hospital, Dublin, will be opened; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45357/12]

17/10/2012WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

Road Safety Issues

17/10/2012WRDD01400311. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce measures to promote the safety of motorcycles here. [44994/12]

17/10/2012WRDD01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road 
Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the promotion of public awareness of road safety.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days. 

17/10/2012WRDD01550Departmental Expenditure

17/10/2012WRDD01600312. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in tabular form, in respect of 2011, the number of payments issued by his Depart-
ment and each agency within the remit of his Department to suppliers in respect of the supply 
of goods and services; splitting the payments between those issued within 30 days of receipt of 
the invoice; between 30 and 60 days of receipt of the invoice; between 60 and 90 days of receipt 
of the invoice; between 90 and 120 days of receipt of the invoice; and in excess of 120 days of 
receipt of the invoice. [45025/12]

17/10/2012WRDD01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar)(Deputy Leo 
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Varadkar): Information about the number of payments issued by my Department and its non-
commercial agencies more than thirty days after invoice receipts is published every quarter on 
the Department’s website.  The site address is http:/www.dttas.ie  and the information can be 
found under ‘Other Information, supplier payment reports’.

The number of payments made more than 30 days after invoice receipt by my Depart-
ment during 2011 was 31.  For context this was from a total of 17,119 payments with an ex-
penditure value €2.3b.  Information is not to hand to determine the split of these 31 payments 
between 60 and 90 days, 90 and 120 days or in excess of 120 days of receipt of the invoice. 

With regard to payments made by each agency under the remit of the Department, I will ask 
each Agency to respond directly to the Deputy about invoices paid more than sixty days after 
receipt. If you do not receive this response within ten working days please contact my private 
office.      

Taxi Regulations

17/10/2012WRDD01800313. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if provision 
will be made to allow for an exception to the three-year rule in relation to the transfer of taxi 
licences in the case of a transfer between persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45211/12]

17/10/2012WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Under current regulations, when the ownership of a licence is transferred to another 
person, it must be associated with a vehicle that is less than three years old at the date of trans-
fer.  This condition which promotes the use of newer vehicles in the taxi industry has been in 
place since the 8th June 2010 and continues to apply to licence transfers in 2012.

Action 14 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report in 2011 proposes that a taxi licence will no 
longer be allowed to be transferred or sold to another individual but will be unique to the person 
to whom it was issued.  This is in line with the considered view of the Taxi Review Group that 
a licence should determine a person’s suitability to carry out a function and it should not have 
monetary value in itself or be traded on the open market.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is the lead agency with responsibility for the im-
plementation of the recommended actions contained in the Taxi Regulation Review Report 
2011 and makes reports quarterly on implementation to the Taxi Advisory Committee. 

I understand that the NTA has given notice to the industry concerning the introduction of the 
prohibition on transferring an SPSV licence from January 2013 and that the NTA is still consid-
ering  whether or not, after 2013, the continuation of a taxi business by the next-of-kin can be 
facilitated following the death of a licence holder. 

Road Network

17/10/2012WRDD02000314. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
to confirm that the N2 A5 project does not form part of the St Andrew’s Agreement and to also 
confirm that the only funding that he is committed to providing to this project is 25 million in 
2015 and 25 million in 2016 for a section of the A5 situated in Northern Ireland. [45242/12]

17/10/2012WRDD02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The N2-A5 project 
does not form part of the St Andrew’s Agreement.  Following on from the Agreement and in 



Questions - Written Answers

246

the context of the re-establishment of the Northern Ireland Executive, an investment package 
including a roads element, was agreed.  The A5 project was part of that package. 

At the NSMC Plenary meeting, on 8th November 2011, Ministers noted that the provision 
of further funding by the Irish Government for the A5 road was being deferred but that the Irish 
Government will provide £25m per annum in 2015 and 2016 towards the project.  At the sub-
sequent June 2012 NSMC Plenary meeting, it was noted that the N.I. Executive had announced 
an investment package of major roads including two sections of the A5 project.  In addition, 
it was noted that the Irish Government remains committed to the completion of the co-funded 
A5 project which is of strategic importance to the North West Region and the island as a whole 
but that the Government is not in a position to make funding commitments for the period post-
2016 in advance of its consideration of the next capital review framework.  The NSMC plenary 
approved a funding implementation plan for the A5 project to the end of 2016 which incorpo-
rated the £50m committed by the Irish Government.

17/10/2012WREE00150Bus Éireann Services

17/10/2012WREE00200315. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the difficulties in using the Bus Éireann website; his plans to make it 
more accessible for users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45270/12]

17/10/2012WREE00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
an operational matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the com-
pany for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

17/10/2012WREE00350Consultancy Contracts

17/10/2012WREE00400316. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 
the total amount of expenditure on consultancy by his Department, any body under his aegis or 
State agency for which he has responsibility; the names of the consultancy companies awarded 
contracts; the nature of the work concerned; the fees paid to each consultant; if the matter was 
advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45304/12]

17/10/2012WREE00500318. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a list of all companies or persons providing an external professional service to 
his Department such as ICT, legal advice, advertising, project management and including any 
other external professional service not listed; the amount invoiced by each company to him over 
the past 12 months, in tabular form. [45338/12]

17/10/2012WREE00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 316 and 318 together.

Details of consultancy and other contracts are already published on my Department’s web-
site at the following link (http://www.dttas.ie/feature.aspx?id=82).  This information is updated 
on a periodic basis.

Contracts are normally awarded following a competitive process and details from 2011 are 
included in most cases with the remainder in the process of being updated.  

Details of any contracts over €25,000 which are awarded without a competitive process are 
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also set out in the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General for the relevant year.

Consultancy contracts awarded by agencies under the aegis of my Department are a matter 
for the agencies concerned.

17/10/2012WREE00650Legal Matters

17/10/2012WREE00700317. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details in tabular form for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 
inclusive, of the arrangements entered into by him, any body under his aegis or State agency for 
which he has responsibility for the obtaining of advice from a senior or junior counsel and or a 
firm of solicitors; the subject matter for which advice was sought; the names of the barristers’ 
and solicitors’ firms concerned and the fees paid; the nature of the work concerned; if in each 
case the matter was advertised for competitive tender; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45321/12]

17/10/2012WREE00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is contained in the table below.

With regard to legal advice provided to the agencies, this is a matter for the agencies them-
selves. The Deputy’s question will be forwarded to them for direct reply. If you do not hear 
back within 10 working days please contact my Private Office. 

Year Name of 
Senior/Junior/
solicitor(Please 
state which)

Payment Made Reason for 
Procurement

Was service 
procured 
through 
competitive 
tendering(Yes 
or no)

Reason if 
service was 
not procured 
by competitive 
tender

2008 Mason, Hayes 
& Curran Law 
Firm

€9,654 Legal advice 
sought in 
relation to the 
operation of 
Terminal 2 
Dublin Airport.

No Engagement 
complied with 
Department of 
Finance’s Pub-
lic Procurement 
Guidelines.

2008 A.F (Andy) 
Smyth, Solicitor

€500 Fee for swear-
ing Affidavits 
and coun-
tersigning 
documentation 
relating to legal 
case

No (1) Cost was 
under tender-
ing limit(2) 
Urgency to have 
affidavits sworn 
and documenta-
tion signed

2009 Noel Whelan 
Barrister 

€2,111 Drafting, Ad-
vice & Consul-
tations on Statu-
tory Instrument 
(S.I. 87 of 2009 
transposing the 
“Eurovignette 
Directive”)

Yes
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Year Name of 
Senior/Junior/
solicitor(Please 
state which)

Payment Made Reason for 
Procurement

Was service 
procured 
through 
competitive 
tendering(Yes 
or no)

Reason if 
service was 
not procured 
by competitive 
tender

2010 Noel Travers-
Barrister

€1,283 Legal Advice 
in relation to 
the drafting 
of regulations 
transposing Di-
rective 2008/68/
EC on the 
inland transport 
of dangerous 
goods insofar 
as it relates to 
the transport of 
such goods by 
rail.  

Yes

2011 Mr. Remy 
FarrellSenior 
Counsel

€7,563 Review of Road 
Traffic Act 2010 

Yes

2011 Conor Feeney 
B.L. (Junior 
Counsel)

€1,000 Drafting regula-
tions in connec-
tion with the 
transposition of 
EU Directive 
2008/96/EC of 
19 November, 
2008 (Road 
Infrastructure 
Safety Manage-
ment)

Yes

2011 Gallenalliance 
Solicitors

Fee of €3,500 + 
vat agreed but 
not yet paid

Legal advice on 
the behaviour 
and conduct of 
officers

Yes

2011 Mr Conor 
FeeneyJunior 
Counsel

€1,000 Provision of 
legal drafting 
services (Road 
Infrastructure 
Safety Manage-
ment Directive)

Yes

2011 Noel Whelan, 
Junior Counsel

€1,113 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC(Office 
of Parliamen-
tary Counsel)

2011 Conor Feeney,  
Junior Counsel

€1,361 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2011 Noel Travers,  
Junior Counsel

€2,057 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2011 Noel Whelan,  
Junior Counsel

€363 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC
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Year Name of 
Senior/Junior/
solicitor(Please 
state which)

Payment Made Reason for 
Procurement

Was service 
procured 
through 
competitive 
tendering(Yes 
or no)

Reason if 
service was 
not procured 
by competitive 
tender

2011 Conor Feeney,  
Junior Counsel

€1,392 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2011 Emily Farrell,  
Junior Counsel

€1,452 Review of Road 
Traffic Bill, 
2009

No List provided 
by OPC

2011 Emily Farrell,  
Junior Counsel

€327 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2011 Mr. Remy 
Farrell,Senior 
Counsel

€7,563 Review of Road 
Traffic Act 2010

Yes

2012 Noel Travers, 
Junior Counsel

€1,691 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2012 Conor Feeney, 
Junior Counsel

€308 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2012 Conor Feeney, 
Junior Counsel

€1,107 Advice on 
Statutory Instru-
ments

No List provided 
by OPC

2012 Ms Lily Buck-
ley, BL

€6,150 Research and 
Opinion in rela-
tion to Section 
36 of the Taxi 
Regulation Act, 
2003.

No Expertise in 
criminal law 
needed urgently

2012 Freshfields 
Bruckhaus De-
ringer, Brussels

Not yet in-
voiced€5,000 
+ vat

To assist the 
Department 
in drafting a 
submission 
to European 
Commission 
concerning 
competition 
issues arising 
from the July 
2012 Ryanair 
Takeover Offer 
for Aer Lingus

No Urgency and 
fees below 
threshold ne-
gated the need 
to  engage in 
the tendering 
process

2012 John Brosnan & 
Company

€1,634 Representing 
Minister in 
Court

No Sourced from 
Attorney Gen-
eral list of State 
Solicitors

2012 Martin Linnane 
& Co. Solicitors

€1,230 Representing 
Minister in 
Court

No Sourced from 
Attorney Gen-
eral list of State 
Solicitors

  Question No. 318 answered with Question No. 316.



Questions - Written Answers

250

17/10/2012WREE00950Ferry Services Provision

17/10/2012WREE01000319. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the importance of cross-channel ferries to the Irish transport network and to the Irish tourism 
industry; his views on differentials in north European ferry route prices for car passengers and 
foot passengers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45353/12]

17/10/2012WREE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish ferry 
market is an extremely important element of the Irish tourism transport network.  There are cur-
rently six shipping lines providing passenger services, with approximately 500 sailings weekly 
between Ireland and Britain and continental Europe depending on the time of year.   The Irish 
passenger ferry market also played a vital role in keeping Ireland’s foreign transport passenger 
networks open during the Volcanic Ash crisis in 2010, when it carried an additional 150,000 
passengers over this period.

While the vast majority of our overseas visitors arrive in Ireland by air,  836,000 visitors 
came to Ireland by sea in 2011. Research has shown that visitors coming to Ireland by car are 
very important to our tourism industry as they tend to stay longer, they tend to tour around 
more (with consequential benefits for regional tourism) and they tend to spend more than those 
arriving by air. Accordingly, the State tourism agencies have continually targeted this segment 
and undertake co-operative marketing activity with ferry providers.

In terms of price differentials in northern European ferry routes, all ferry companies servic-
ing routes to and from Ireland are independent commercial companies who operate in an open 
and competitive market.  Strong competition on a route is the most effective way to ensure con-
sumers get the best value for money.  Therefore, my Department through its agency, the Irish 
Maritime Development Office, works closely with all existing operators as well as promoting 
Ireland as a location for new services.

It should be noted that the fares charged by ferry companies are influenced by a number 
of factors. The length of journeys and fuel costs are the most significant factors contributing 
to the difference in cost between routes. For example, the distance between Dover to Calais is 
about 41kms while that between Liverpool to Dublin is nearly 220 km and Rosslare to Pem-
broke is about 123 kms. This means that, for example, three to four times more fuel is burned on 
routes on the Irish Sea than on the Dover to Calais route. The exact costs of fuel used by a ves-
sel is also dependent upon a number of variables such as volatility of the fuel market, currency 
fluctuations, length of journey, speed, prevailing winds, weather, engines specification, type 
of vessel, age of vessel, the mix of HGV, car and foot passengers, etc. In 2011, oil prices rose 
sharply with Bunker prices increasing by 40% over the course of the year, adding significantly 
to costs borne by ferry operators. To remain competitive ferry companies also offer promotional 
fares at various times during the year, which might influence price comparisons.

17/10/2012WREE01150Museum Projects

17/10/2012WREE01200320. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the establishment of a sports museum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45372/12]

17/10/2012WREE01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I believe that a 
sports museum would be an excellent addition to Ireland’s sporting and cultural experience 
and  has the potential to attract widespread public interest. A committee has been established to 
examine the feasibility of developing a Museum of Irish Sport. The committee, which is being 
chaired by Minister of State Michael Ring, is scheduled to hold its first meeting next week.
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17/10/2012WREE01350The Gathering Expenditure

17/10/2012WREE01400321. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the Gathering project 2013; if he will provide details of the way local 
community groups can get involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45162/12]

17/10/2012WREE01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am pleased to 
report continued good progress in the preparations for “The Gathering Ireland 2013” which will 
be Ireland’s biggest ever tourism initiative.

Fáilte Ireland is the lead agency for the implementation of  the initiative and has put in 
place a Project Executive Team to implement it.  Tourism Ireland has specific responsibility for 
promoting The Gathering in overseas markets and has also provided staff for the Project Team.

The St. Patrick’s day festivities were used for the overseas launch while a major domestic 
launch took place on Friday 11th May 2012 in Dublin Castle. Since then both Minister Ring and 
I have attended a number of events overseas to mobilise support for the initiative. The Gather-
ing Ireland 2013 was the title sponsor of the Notre Dame Navy US football game in September 
which received widespread coverage in the United States. President Higgins also promoted The 
Gathering Ireland during his recent visit to South America and  further publicity events in our 
main overseas tourism markets are planned for the remainder of the year.

In terms of domestic activity, local Gathering Coordinators have been appointed in each 
county and steering committees have been formed. Over 7000 people have attended 52 commu-
nity meetings throughout Ireland since June.  Individuals and community groups can see what 
is already planned in their area by logging on to the Gathering website where planned events are 
shown by county. The website also provides online supports and ideas for those interested in 
setting up their own event. I am informed that there are now more than 600 individual events 
pledged on “The Gathering Ireland 2013” website and this is increasing daily. Amongst the 
most common are clan gatherings, twin town trips, school and work reunions, genealogical 
projects and family reunions.

In terms of resources, this year my Department has allocated a budget of €5 million for the 
initiative. While in general the Gathering is intended to be a voluntary effort by communities 
at home and abroad, with some targeted funding for major events, details of arrangements for 
local authorities to fund Gathering events at county/local level are also being worked out at 
present and will be announced shortly.

17/10/2012WREE01550Offshore Exploration

17/10/2012WREE01600322. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in the 
event of an oil spill at the Dalkey oil site, the contingency plan in place to prevent the oil spill 
reaching Dublin’s coastline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43736/12]

17/10/2012WREE01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The oil exploration 
site off Dalkey is the subject of an exploration licence awarded by the Minister for Communica-
tions Energy and Natural Resources. The exploration company is required to comply with all 
the Rules and Procedures of the Petroleum Affairs Division of that Department prior to com-
mencing operations at the site.

Also part of the conditions on the development of the site is the requirement to have in place 
an Oil Spill Contingency Plan approved by the Irish Coast Guard of my Department. 



Questions - Written Answers

252

A thorough evaluation of the Contingency Plan will be undertaken prior to approval.

This requirement is outlined in Section 2.2 of the Sea Pollution Amendment Act 1999 and 
addresses issues such as the responsibilities of personnel reporting arrangements including on 
site operational control, time criteria for cessation of production and shut off of pressure, risk 
assessment and prediction of various pollution causes, consequences and areas under threat, 
taking into account the maximum volume of pollutant that could be released and the composi-
tion and properties of the pollutant,  response to worst case and most credible likely emergency,  
clean-up facilities for first strike response and back up equipment,  disposal of recovered oil, 
training of personnel,  surveillance of and reporting on oil slick extent and movement, contact 
lists and site data.

17/10/2012WREE01750Tourism Promotion

17/10/2012WREE01800323. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in 
view of the fact that the European Commission has launched a new call for a proposal (details 
supplied), his plans to develop the specific area of eco tourism; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35428/12]

17/10/2012WREE01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten work-
ing days.

17/10/2012WREE01950Tourism Promotion

17/10/2012WREE02000324. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to boost employment in the tourist industry; if he plans to introduce a national cultural 
tourism policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42034/12]

17/10/2012WREE02100325. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to develop cultural tourism in fishing communities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42031/12]

17/10/2012WREE02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 324 and 325 together.

As demonstrated by last year’s Jobs Initiative and the Action Plan for Jobs 2012, the Gov-
ernment recognises the vital contribution that tourism makes to employment.  The VAT reduc-
tion on a range of tourism services from 13.5% to 9% enhances the competitiveness of our 
tourism product and this lower rate of VAT will be maintained during 2013. In addition, the Visa 
Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging markets to add Ireland to a trip to the 
UK, and the halving of employers’ PRSI for those on modest wages will significantly reduce 
the cost of employing people.

To date the CSO Quarterly National Household Survey has been showing a positive trend. 
It shows that 6,300 more people were employed in accommodation and food services in the 
second quarter of this year compared to the same period in 2011 (6,400 seasonally adjusted) and 
10,600 more people compared to the first quarter in 2011 (10,500 seasonally adjusted).

The focus is now moving to 2013 when we will host the Gathering Ireland 2013. We want to 
make this the biggest tourism event ever held in Ireland, and ensure that jobs are created right 
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across Ireland to the benefit of local economies everywhere.

With regard to the specific elements of developing cultural tourism, this is an operational 
matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland 
for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten working 
days.


