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       Questions Nos. 1 to 11, inclusive, answered orally.

19/09/2012WRA00350Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

19/09/2012WRA0040012. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for a 
specific action plan to address the particular needs of women offenders; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39347/12]

19/09/2012WRA00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Direc-
tor General that the recently published the Irish Prison Service 3 year Strategic Plan contains 
a commitment to develop a number of specific strategies for certain categories of prisoners 
including women offenders.  Work is in progress to develop a strategic action plan targeted at 
meeting the specific needs of female offenders.  The two agencies involved, the Irish Prison 
Service and the Probation Service, are working together to develop a women centred holistic 
strategy that seeks to address those factors that lead some women to come in contact with the 
criminal justice system while also seeking to provide better outcomes for those women whom 
the courts deem that a custodial sanction is warranted.  The strategy aims to ensure a more 
targeted response which takes into consideration the particular issues that pertain to female 
offending including: the pathways into crime for women may be different to that for men; the 
profile of women offenders can be different to male; offenders; the nature and range of of-
fences committed by women can be different to those committed by men; female offending can 
be multifaceted and complex and factors such as poverty, homelessness, mental and physical 
health, abuse, domestic violence and substance misuse are often significant causal factors for 
female offending.

The overall aims of the action plan will be to identify and divert those women at risk of a 
custodial sentence through greater use of community supports and inter-agency co-operation; 
improve the outcomes for those women in custody; reduce recidivism; strengthen early inter-
vention measures through adopting a co-ordinated, multi-agency approach; and explore the 
potential of alternatives to custody.  The action plan is expected to be finalised by the end of 
the year.  Finally, in line with the recommendations in the Report of the Thornton Hall Project 
Review Group, the establishment of a group to carry out an all encompassing strategic review 
of penal policy has just been announced.  That group will look at this issue.

19/09/2012WRA00550Garda Investigations

19/09/2012WRA0060013. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].



Questions - Written Answers

138

mentary Question No. 8 of 20 June 2012, the current status of the Garda review of the murder 
of Fr. Niall Molloy in Clara, County Offaly in July 1985; if he will accede to the request by the 
family for an independent inquiry into the priest’s violent death; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39114/12]

19/09/2012WRA00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The examination referred to by 
the Deputy is ongoing.  Since the response to the Deputy of 20 June, the Minister was informed 
that further potential lines of enquiry have been identified on foot of information brought to the 
attention of the Garda authorities and that these are now being progressed to a conclusion.  As 
the Minister has indicated previously, upon receipt of a final report from the Commissioner he 
will review the situation.

The Minister understands that the officers carrying out the examination have met with the 
family members of the deceased on a number of occasions, including very recently, and that 
the family was updated on the examination of the issues being undertaken.  The Minister fully 
appreciates the family’s continuing concerns regarding these issues, but hopes that the Deputy 
will agree that, in the first instance, we need to allow the present Garda examination proceed to 
a conclusion.

19/09/2012WRA00750Judicial Appointments

19/09/2012WRA0080014. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to review 
the judicial appointments system; the timeframe for such a review; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39100/12]

19/09/2012WRA00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
under the Irish Constitution judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Govern-
ment. Such appointments are dealt with by the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board which 
was established pursuant to the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995. Under section 16 of the 
Act, where a judicial office stands vacant or before a vacancy in a judicial office arises, the Ad-
visory Board submits to the Minister for Justice and Equality the names of the persons whom it 
recommends for appointment.  The Minister then brings the names to Government.  Section 17 
of the same Act provides that these procedures shall not apply where the Government propose 
to advise the President to appoint a serving judge.

A review of the current appointment procedure is ongoing and the matter will be considered 
further on completion. The review is wide-ranging and includes consideration of the following 
issues: the need to ensure and protect the principle of judicial independence; eligibility for ap-
pointment; composition of the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board; the appointments pro-
cess; accountability in respect of its functioning; and promoting equality and diversity.

Any proposal to revise the current system of judicial appointments would involve amend-
ment of the legislation and would, of course, be a matter for consideration by Government in 
due course.

19/09/2012WRA00950Asylum Seeker Accommodation

19/09/2012WRA0100015. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the han-
dling of the attempted move of asylum seekers from Lisburn Houses in Galway; and if he will 
outline his plans in relation to the residents. [39372/12]
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19/09/2012WRA01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integration 
Agency of my Department is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers in accor-
dance with the Government policy of direct provision and dispersal. Lisbrook direct provision 
accommodation centre in Galway is part of RIA’s portfolio of direct provision accommodation. 
RIA made a decision to close the Lisbrook accommodation centre on the expiry of its 18 month 
contract with its operator. This was done principally for two reasons: to enable RIA to remain 
on budget this year and subsequent years and a reflection of the fact that the demand for RIA 
services has fallen sharply. At the end of 2010, RIA was accommodating 6,107 persons. At 9 
September, 2012 this figure had reduced to 4,996 persons, a decline of 1,111 persons or 18%. 
This year alone there has been a drop of 8% in the number of persons in direct provision ac-
commodation.

The decline in 2012 is part of a continuing trend and it should be noted that, in the period 
2009 to date, RIA has reduced its accommodation portfolio from 60 centres to 36.  In relation 
to budgetary issues, RIA like all Department of Justice and Equality bodies must operate in a 
significantly lower financial envelope and cannot countenance an overspend or the continuation 
of contracts which may no longer be required. In this context it should be noted that the actual 
budget of RIA declined by €28 million in the period 2008 to 2012.

In the light of representations received primarily expressing concern about the dislocation 
of school-going children, the Minister has directed that the background circumstance of the de-
cision to close the centre be re-considered.  Therefore, arrangements for the transfer of residents 
from Lisbrook accommodation centre have been suspended, pending further consideration of 
a number of issues, including the impact on school children of such a closure, as well as the 
broader financial restrictions within which RIA must operate, as well as the need for it to man-
age its diminishing budget efficiently in the current critical economic situation.

As part of any planned accommodation centre closure, RIA does work to retain as many 
families as possible in the same catchment area for schools, and for those residents who are 
linked to critical medical services locally. This practice was underway at Lisbrook as part of any 
planned closure. The review exercise now being undertaken on the non-renewal of the contract 
is aimed at striking a balance between budget realities and the reasonable need of individuals, 
families and children, in particular at the start of the school year.

19/09/2012WRA01150Garda Strength

19/09/2012WRA0120016. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for Garda 
numbers by the end of 2012, 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39108/12]

19/09/2012WRA01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As of the 31 July 2012 there 
were 13,547 members of the Garda Síochána, along with 911 Reserve Gardaí and over 2,000 
civilian staff.  As the Deputy will be aware, public expenditure must be reduced to a sustainable 
level.  This means, among other things, reducing expenditure on public service pay, whether by 
reducing headcount or otherwise.  This is particularly so in those public service bodies where 
pay forms an especially large part of overall expenditure, such as the Garda Síochána where 
90% of expenditure is on pay and pensions.

The current and projected Garda budgets will therefore necessitate a significant reduction 
in Garda expenditure. This will undoubtedly require further reductions in Garda numbers. This 
has been well known for some time, dating right back to when the last Government was in of-
fice and the question of the exact level of the reductions required will depend on the potential 
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for alternative savings which could mitigate the scale of the reduction in head count required. 
In this context, the Department of Justice and Equality is engaging in consultation with the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform on this matter and it would not be appropriate to 
comment further on this at this point in time.

It is important to emphasise that the reduction in Garda strength is being accompanied by 
real reform which is designed to introduce new efficiencies into the delivery of the policing ser-
vice. New Garda rosters commenced at the end of April 2012 on a national pilot basis. The new 
rosters are designed to better match the availability of Gardaí with policing demands at national 
and local level, while also safeguarding the welfare of members.  Steps have also been taken to 
rationalise the Garda station network, so that the right balance is struck between the optimum 
number of Garda stations and the most effective deployment of Gardaí on operational duties.  
These and other reforming measures seek to maximise the efficiency of the Garda Síochána 
so that, even with reduced strength, an effective policing service will continue to be delivered 
across the country.

19/09/2012WRA01350Penal Policy Review Group

19/09/2012WRA0140017. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will 
publish his strategic review of penal policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39335/12]

19/09/2012WRA01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): You may be aware that the 
establishment of a working group to conduct a strategic review of penal policy has just been an-
nounced.  The establishment of this group is in line with the recommendations of the Thornton 
Hall Project Review Group which published its Report last year.  The Thornton Group recom-
mended that an all encompassing strategic review of penal policy should be carried out.  The 
Review will examine all aspects of penal policy including prevention, sentencing policies, al-
ternatives to custody, accommodation and regimes, support for reintegration and rehabilitation 
and the issue of female offenders.  I expect the Group to report by mid 2013 and it would be the 
intention to publish their report.

19/09/2012WRA01550Asylum Seeker Accommodation

19/09/2012WRA0160018. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of asylum seekers residing in direct provision accommodation broken down by location; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39328/12]

19/09/2012WRA01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception & Integration 
Agency of my Department is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers while their 
application for protection in the State is being processed.  Since end 2010, the number of per-
sons availing of direct provision services has reduced from 6,107 person to 4,996 persons at 
9 September 2012, a drop of 1,111 persons or 18%. There has been an 8% drop in the number 
of persons in direct provision in 2012 alone. In line with this decline in demand for direct pro-
vision accommodation, RIA has reduced the number of bed spaces in its portfolio. Since the 
beginning of 2009, RIA has reduced the number of direct provision accommodation centres 
from 60 to 36.

In response to the Deputy’s question, I am providing a separate table with the informa-
tion requested.  The Deputy may also wish to know that, on its website: www.ria.gov.ie, RIA 
publishes monthly statistical information similar to that requested in this PQ.  The information 
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contained on the website includes statistics on new applications, country of origin, age profile, 
family status, duration of stay, dispersal details of asylum seekers, charts and table showing oc-
cupancy trends among other information.

RIA Accommodation as at 9th September 2012

    

- COUNTY LOCATION ADDRESS CURRENT 
CON-
TRACTED 
CAPACITY

1 Clare Knockalisheen 
(*)

Meelick 250

2 Cork Ashbourne Hse Glounthaune 111
3 Kinsale Road 

(*)
Cork City 275

4 Glenvera Wellington Road 110
5 Millstreet Millstreet 300
6 Clonakilty 

Lodge
Clonakilty, Co. 
Cork

110

7 Donegal Cliffview Donegal Town 61
8 Dublin Viking Lodge Francis Street, 

Dublin 8
55

9 The Towers The Ninth Lock, 
Clondalkin, D. 22

250

10 Georgian Court 77-79 Lower Gar-
diner St. Dublin 2

110

11 Staircase 21 Aungier Street, 
Dublin 2

33

12 Hatch Hall 28 Lower Hatch 
Street, Dublin 1

175

13 Galway Eglinton * ** The Proms, 
Salthill

200

14 Great Western 
House

Eyre Square 140

15 Lisbrook House Headford Road, 
Galway

284

16 Kerry Atlas House 
(Killarney)

Killarney 90

17 Atlas House 
(Tralee)

Tralee 90

18 Johnston Marina Tralee 90
19 Park Lodge Killarney 55
20 Kildare Eyrepowell Newbridge 90
21 Laois Montague Emo, Portlaoise 180
22 Limerick Hanratty’s Glentworth Street, 

Limerick
118

23 Westbourne Dock Road 90
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- COUNTY LOCATION ADDRESS CURRENT 
CON-
TRACTED 
CAPACITY

24 Mount 
Trenchard

Foynes, Co. Lim-
erick

70

25 Mayo The Old Con-
vent

Ballyhaunis 297

26 Meath Mosney Mosney 600
27 Monaghan St. Patrick’s Monaghan 200
28 Sligo Globe House Chapel Hill 190
29 Tipp. South Bridgewater 

House
Carrick-On-Suir 120

30 Waterford Atlantic House Tramore, Co. Wa-
terford

65

31 Ocean View Tramore, Co. Wa-
terford

60

32 Birchwood Ballytruckle Road 148
33 Viking House Coffee House 

Lane
90

34 Westmeath Athlone ** Athlone 300

19/09/2012WRA01750Illegal Moneylenders

19/09/2012WRA0180019. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of il-
legal money lenders being brought to the attention of the Financial Services Regulator; the 
number that have been brought to the attention of the Gardaí; and the number being prosecuted. 
[37875/12]

19/09/2012WRA01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Offences relating to illegal 
money lending are currently provided for in Part VIII of the Consumer Credit Act 1995.  Per-
sons who engage in money lending and who do not hold the necessary licence granted by the 
Central Bank are committing an offence under section 98 of the Act, which provides for a 
prohibition on engaging in the business of money lending without a licence.  A person who is 
found guilty of an offence under the Act is liable, on summary conviction, to  a fine not exceed-
ing €3,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or both, or on conviction on 
indictment, to a fine not exceeding €100,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years 
or both.

I am informed that the latest available figures provided by the Courts Service indicate that 
no prosecutions for such an offence have been recorded over the past seven years.  However, the 
Minister has been informed by the Garda authorities that where offences under section 98 are 
disclosed, and are reported to An Garda Síochána, the matter will be the subject of investigation 
under the direction of the local District Officer, with relevant expert assistance available from 
the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation.  The Minister has also been informed by the Garda 
authorities that their records indicate that no proceedings have been recorded for offences relat-
ing to the Consumer Credit Act 1995 for the period 2009 to date.

The Minister would therefore encourage those who may have information concerning the 
operation of unlicensed money lenders in particular circumstances to make that information 
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available to An Garda Síochána who will take all measures open to them to enforce the law in 
this area.  With regard to the number of illegal money lenders being brought to the attention 
of the Financial Services Regulator, the Regulator does not operate under the auspices of the 
Minister’s Department and, accordingly, this is a matter which would be more appropriately 
addressed to the Minister for Finance.

19/09/2012WRA01950Garda Deployment

19/09/2012WRA0200020. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which Garda strength and the operation of various Garda stations throughout the country con-
tinues to be monitored with particular reference to the need to ensure the retention of the maxi-
mum spread and location of Garda stations and personnel to ensure the adequacy of the authori-
ties to deal with modern criminality with particular reference to the need to have a strong and 
visible presence in both urban and rural areas given the mobility of modern criminal elements 
to locate where a Garda presence is needed; if he will ensure that any revision or reorganisation 
of structures will have due regard for such fundamental issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39325/12]

19/09/2012WRA02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
committed to introducing reforms and efficiencies in the Garda Síochána with the objective of 
continuing to deliver an effective policing service within current budgetary constraints.  New 
Garda rosters have been introduced, better matching the availability of Gardaí with policing 
demands.  The Garda station network is being rationalised so as to strike the right balance 
between the optimum number of Garda stations and the most effective deployment of Gardaí 
on operational duties.  New efficiencies are being introduced in the organisation of Garda Dis-
tricts.  In developing these and other reforms, and in the day-to-day management of the Force, 
the Garda Commissioner and senior Garda management are of course carefully monitoring the 
level, trend and distribution of crime.

19/09/2012WRA02150Juvenile Offenders

19/09/2012WRA0220021. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
protection regime in St. Patrick’s Institution, Dublin, which can see children locked up for up 
to 23 hours a day with little access to education, physical activity and association; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33341/12]

19/09/2012WRA02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that 
on 18 September, 2012,  there were 28 prisoners aged 17 detained in St Patrick’s Institution 
and of these 2 prisoners were subject to a restricted regime.  Persons under protective custody 
(Rule 63) must be interviewed and reviewed by prison management each month. The findings 
and comments of the prisoners are recorded each and every month along with the decision of 
the Governor and the reasons why this rule is being applied.  Every effort is made to ensure that 
those prisoners who cannot associate freely with the general prison population have the greatest 
possible access to services.  The Deputy will appreciate the overriding responsibility that the 
Prison Service has in relation to the provision of safe and secure custody and that there are a 
small number of prisoners who must serve their sentence or part thereof without contact from 
other prisoners for very specific reasons.
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19/09/2012WRA02350Garda Station Closures

19/09/2012WRA0240022. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
ensure that there will be no further closures of Garda stations in view of the fact that 39 have 
already been closed in the past year and other stations have had significantly reduced operating 
hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39079/12]

19/09/2012WRA0250024. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
close Garda stations; the number of closures; the stations that will be closed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39113/12]

19/09/2012WRA02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 22 and 24 together.

The Garda Commissioner is currently engaged in an assessment of the potential for im-
proved efficiencies in the structure and organisation of the Garda Síochána as part of the prepa-
ration of the draft policing plan for 2013, which under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 is due to be 
submitted to me by the end of October this year.  While I expect that the policing plan for 2013 
will contain proposals for the further rationalisation of Garda stations and Districts, it would 
be premature, in advance of its submission, to speculate on specific measures which it might 
contain.

19/09/2012WRA02650Garda Powers

19/09/2012WRA0270023. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
increasing the period of permissible Garda detention when dealing with white collar crimes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39244/12]

19/09/2012WRA02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Persons suspected of involve-
ment in white collar crime may be detained under section 4 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 for 
up to 24 hours (excluding night-time rest periods) where this is necessary for the proper inves-
tigation of the offence concerned.  As the Deputy will be aware the introduction of the Criminal 
Justice Act 2011 has facilitated more effective use of the detention period under section 4 in 
the case of complex investigations into white collar crime. It has done so by making it possible 
for persons arrested and detained for questioning to be released and their detention suspended 
so that further enquiries can be conducted during the suspension period.  While these develop-
ments have been of some assistance to the investigating authorities, I am open to making further 
changes to the law if that is deemed necessary.  To that end, I have asked my officials - who 
are currently undertaking a review of detention powers generally - to specifically consider the 
position in relation to white collar crime.  I expect that the review will be completed before the 
end of the year and I can assure the Deputy that any necessary changes identified by the review 
will be prioritised.

  Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 22.

19/09/2012WRA02950Garda Investigations

19/09/2012WRA0300025. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the further progress 
that has been made in white dollar crime investigations into Anglo-Irish Bank; his views on the 
pace of progress being made; the number of Gardaí involved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39093/12]
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19/09/2012WRA03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner 
has advised me that the Garda investigations in relation to Anglo Irish Bank are substantially 
complete.  A number of Garda investigation files have been submitted to the Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions and in July 2012, following her directions, three persons were charged with 
several breaches of the Companies Act 1963.  Further directions are awaited from the Director 
of Public Prosecutions in relation to the other strands of the investigation.  A full investigation 
team, comprising 23 members of An Garda Síochána, remains assigned to the investigation to 
conduct necessary follow up and other enquiries.

Deciding on the initiation of a prosecution or prosecutions is a matter for the independent 
judgement of the D.P.P., based on the files and all additional information furnished to her.  Like 
everyone else, I am anxious that clarity be brought to these crucial matters as soon as possible.  
However, what is important now is that nothing be said which would in any way risk the pos-
sibility of prejudicing any criminal proceedings which might arise.

19/09/2012WRA03150Asylum Seeker Accommodation

19/09/2012WRA0320026. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure that 
the current residents of Lisbrook centre, Galway are enabled to remain in residence in view of 
the serious disruption to their lives that dispersal would mean. [39288/12]

19/09/2012WRA03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integration 
Agency (RIA) is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers in accordance with the 
Government policy of direct provision and dispersal.  In relation to the RIA’s decision not to 
renew the contract for direct provision services at Lisbrook accommodation centre, Galway, 
the background circumstances relating to that decision are being considered in the light of rep-
resentations received and bearing in mind the need for RIA to manage its diminishing budget 
efficiently in the context of the current critical budgetary situation.  Arrangements for the trans-
fer of residents from Lisbrook accommodation centre have been suspended, pending further 
consideration of a number of issues, including the impact on school children of such a closure 
as well as the broader financial restrictions within which RIA must operate.

19/09/2012WRA03350Sentencing Policy

19/09/2012WRA0340027. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
practice of taking into account previous good behaviour, character references and future poten-
tial to commit crimes when sentencing convicted criminals; if he has any intentions to introduce 
legislative reforms in this area [37877/12]

19/09/2012WRA03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that judges are independent in the matter of sentencing as they are in other matters concerning 
the exercise of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law.  In accordance 
with this principle, the traditional approach to sentencing is for the Oireachtas to lay down the 
maximum penalty and for a court, having considered all the circumstances of the case, to im-
pose an appropriate penalty up to that maximum.  The court is required to impose a sentence 
which is proportionate not only to the crime but to the individual offender, in that process 
identifying where on the sentencing range the particular case should lie and then applying any 
mitigating factors which may be present.

There are, of course, a small number of situations where statute has created important ex-
ceptions to this approach most notably by providing for mandatory sentences for murder and 
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presumptive minimum sentences in the case of certain firearms and drug trafficking offences.  
As you may already be aware, I announced only yesterday, an all encompassing strategic re-
view of penal policy. I have established a working group to carry out this review in line with 
the recommendations of the Thornton Hall Project Review Group which published its report 
last year.  The review will examine all aspects of penal policy including sentencing policies.  
I expect the Group to report by mid 2013 and the intention would be to publish their report. I 
will give careful consideration to any recommendations of the report when it is received.   In 
advance of the report’s publication, it would be premature to propose any possible legislative 
changes.

19/09/2012WRA03550Garda Operations

19/09/2012WRA0360028. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action needed 
by the Garda Síochána and the security forces of this State to ensure that the type of funeral 
that took place in Donaghmede, Dublin, last week which showed a public demonstration by the 
IRA of the illegal use of weapons does not occur again; the number of gardaí that were involved 
in policing this event; the pre-planned surveillance; the person who made the decision not to 
intervene the reasons for same; the cost to the State of such an illegal act; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39245/12]

19/09/2012WRA0370030. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on wheth-
er there is adequate legislation in place to ensure that the Gardaí will not tolerate any illegal use 
of weapons which was demonstrated recently at an IRA funeral in Donaghmede, Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39246/12]

19/09/2012WRA0380031. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action needed 
by the Garda Síochána and the security forces of this State to ensure that the type of funeral that 
took place in Donaghmede, Dublin, last week which showed a public demonstration by the IRA 
of the illegal use of weapons does not occur again; the number of Gardaí that were involved in 
policing this event; the pre-planned surveillance; the person the decision not to intervene and 
the reasons for same; the cost to the State of such an illegal act; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39247/12]

19/09/2012WRA03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 28, 30 and 31 together.

I am sure Deputies will agree that these so-called ‘dissident republicans’ are no more than 
criminal terrorists using violence in pursuit of their own, often personal, ends.  These groups 
maintain more than just a nodding acquaintance with organised criminals in funding themselves 
and their activities.  Indeed, these paramilitaries are deeply involved in criminal activities. 
Countering the threat from terrorists has always been a priority for the Garda Síochána and 
nothing has changed in that regard.  Despite the positive developments there have been in recent 
years in the North, the Gardaí have never let up in their efforts to counteract these groups.

For obvious reasons I will not comment on details of Garda operational matters nor on se-
curity related measures. Nevertheless in relation to the incidents mentioned by the Deputies, it 
must be accepted that the Garda members present, in taking appropriate operational decisions 
had, above all else, a particular responsibility to ensure the safety of the public in what was a 
crowded environment.  The possibility that there may have been an effort to provoke the Gardaí 
into taking action with a view to generating public disorder and greater publicity for those in-
volved, cannot be discounted.  We should not underestimate the difficulties faced on the ground 
by Gardaí dealing with this type of situation and it is all too easy for people who do not have to 
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make these decisions to say what should or should not have been done.

As the Deputy will now be aware, the Garda Commissioner has set up a dedicated opera-
tion, “Operation Ambience”.  As a result, numerous searches were conducted of various loca-
tions in Dublin and surrounding counties and a substantial number of arrests were also made.  
Three people have been charged with membership of an unlawful organisation under the Of-
fences Against the State Act and Garda inquiries into the matter are ongoing.

I am strongly committed to ensuring that the Gardaí have the necessary resources they need, 
not just in terms of manpower and equipment, but also in terms of legislative provisions, to bear 
down on these so-called dissident groups. As recently as last June, I obtained the approval of 
the Oireachtas to renew certain provisions of the Offences Against the State (Amendment) Act 
1998. These provisions include those of directing an unlawful organisation, unlawful collection 
of information and training in the use of firearms.  I should mention, specifically, that firearms 
legislation contains very heavy penalties in relation to the illegal use of firearms.

19/09/2012WRA03950Crime Statistics

19/09/2012WRA0400029. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide details of the number of armed robberies in each county for each of the years 2009, 
2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; and his plans to resource gardaí to combat these in future. 
[39336/12]

19/09/2012WRA04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this 
purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

An Garda Síochána’s Policing Plan for 2012 reflects the priorities which I have set for the 
current year and includes as a strategic goal the objective of confronting serious crime in all 
its forms. The Gardaí employ multi-disciplinary, intelligence-led approaches to ensure the ac-
tivities and resources of individuals and groups involved in all criminal enterprises, including 
armed robbery, are effectively targeted.  A wide range of legislative powers are in place to sup-
port the investigation and detection of serious crime, including by means of covert surveillance, 
and very serious penalties have been introduced for firearms and organised crime offences.

Serious criminals are being brought before the Courts on a regular basis and substantial sen-
tences handed down.  At the present time, the Garda authorities have in place a number of intel-
ligence led operations focusing on violent organised crime groups, as a direct result of which a 
number of individuals are before the courts charged with serious offences, up to and including 
murder.  I want to restate my appreciation of the efforts of An Garda Síochána to counteract this 
type of crime and of the many achievements which they have had in this regard.  The Gardaí 
are devoting all the necessary resources to the investigation of the serious crimes referred to by 
the Deputy and have my full support.  

Questions Nos. 30 and 31 answered with Question No. 28.

19/09/2012WRA04250Courts Service Issues

19/09/2012WRA0430032. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the additional re-
sources he plans to allocate to the Family Court Service in order to deal with any increase in 
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prosecution of child related offences as a result of mandatory reporting; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39333/12]

19/09/2012WRA04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Several pieces of legislation 
have implications in terms of mandatory reporting of child protection concerns. The Criminal 
Justice (Withholding of information on offences against children and vulnerable adults) Act 
2012 was commenced on 1 August 2012 making it an offence for a person to fail to notify the 
Garda Síochána if they know or believe that a serious offence has been committed against a 
child or vulnerable person.  Separately, my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Af-
fairs has announced that she is preparing legislation to place the Children First Guidelines on 
a statutory basis. Under this proposed legislation organisations and named professionals will 
have statutory responsibility to report information about abuse or significant neglect to the 
Health Service Executive.

It is anticipated that any legal cases arising from the reporting requirements under either 
piece of legislation would likely impact on the criminal court rather than the family courts. It is 
not envisaged that the legislation will have any significant impact on the caseload of the fam-
ily court system. I am conscious, however, that increases in referrals would have implications 
for other services concerned with child protection.  The Deputy will be aware that the Govern-
ment, at its meeting on 17 July 2012, approved, in principle, proposals for reforms to our courts 
structures which will, in due course, require the holding of a Constitutional referendum. The 
proposed reforms would, if approved by the People in a referendum, facilitate the establishment 
of a new separate Family Courts structure.

19/09/2012WRA04450Asylum Seeker Accommodation

19/09/2012WRA0450033. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mea-
sures he has taken in order to reduce the amount of funds being paid to private operators of 
direct provision accommodation for asylum seekers. [39329/12]

19/09/2012WRA04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception & Integration 
Agency  of my Department is responsible for the accommodation of asylum seekers while 
their application for protection in the State is being processed.  Since end 2010, the number of 
persons availing of direct provision services has reduced from 6,107 person to 4,996 persons 
at 9 September 2012, a drop of 1,111 persons or 18%. There has been an 8% drop in the num-
ber of persons in direct provision in 2012 alone. In line with this decline in demand for direct 
provision accommodation, RIA has reduced the number of bed spaces in its portfolio. Since 
the beginning of 2009, RIA has reduced the number of direct provision accommodation centres 
from 60 to 36.

Due to the exceptionally difficult state of the national finances and in response to the need 
for all government departments to achieve reductions in all areas of Government spending, the 
Department of Justice and Equality has urged all spending areas to reduce its spending and to 
monitor all expenditure closely.  RIA is actively engaged in addressing the efficiencies outlined 
in the Value for Money & Policy Review of the Asylum Seeker Accommodation Programme 
(VFM)   - primarily that of:

- reducing vacant bed capacity to a maximum of 10%

- preparing for a major procurement project in order to  “robustly  test”   the rates ob-
tained.

The Reception & Integration sought and achieved a reduction in its spending by an overall 



19 September 2012

149

6% from April to December 2009 (equivalent to 8% over a full year).  These savings contin-
ued to be implemented throughout 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 with rate and bed reduc-
tions achieved under this exercise instigated wherever possible in furtherance of the VFM and 
budgetary objectives while at the same time ensuring that high standards of accommodation 
and services are maintained.  RIA has reduced the number of contracted bed spaces across its 
portfolio from January 2010 to January 2012 by 30% with further reductions in bed spaces to 
date in 2012.

In relation to the State-owned centres RIA has monitored closely the cost of utilities – in 
particular, energy costs at State-owned centres.  Since de-regulation of the sector, RIA has ac-
tively sought out alternative electricity suppliers. The National Procurement Service (NPS - in 
OPW) recently completed a new round of contracts in this area and RIA engaged with the se-
lected energy provider to transfer its accounts to that new provider (operating under Energia).  
In 2011, RIA’s expenditure was €69.5m while in 2012, RIA’s budget allocation is €63.5m and 
it is anticipated that the RIA will operate within this budget allocation.

19/09/2012WRB0010019/09/2012WRB00175Gambling Legislation

19/09/2012WRB0020034. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which he plans to introduce comprehensive legislation to update the law on gambling, including 
betting. [39344/12]

19/09/2012WRB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am unable at this time to 
indicate a date on which the Bill providing for a new comprehensive regulatory system for 
gambling, including all forms of betting, will be introduced.  However, I am pleased to tell the 
Deputy that work on the preparation of the Heads of the new Bill is at a very advanced stage in 
my Department and I hope to bring those Heads to Government later this term for its agreement 
to have a Bill drafted.

19/09/2012WRB00350Magdalen Laundries Issues

19/09/2012WRB0040035. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will allocate 
further resources to the Inter-Departmental Committee investigating State involvement with the 
Magdalene Laundries in order to allow it to complete its work as soon as possible; if he will 
begin implementing a reparation scheme for the survivors of the Magdalene Laundries; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39287/12]

19/09/2012WRB00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I understand that the Inter-
Departmental Committee is satisfied that it already has the necessary resources available to 
it to complete its task and that the allocation of further resources is not required nor would it 
speed up its work.  While the Interim Progress Report of the Committee expressed the hope and 
intention that the Committee could conclude its work by mid-2012, it did point out that “If the 
volume of records uncovered or available resources, including personnel, vary substantially 
from those currently anticipated, it may be necessary to adjust this intended time-line”.

A significant level of information and documentation has already been identified by the 
Committee and drafting of the final report has begun.  However relevant records continue to 
be identified and the Committee also continues to receive new submissions from representative 
and advocacy groups.  Indeed a submission in excess of over 100 pages was only recently re-
ceived from one such group.  The Committee cannot be criticised for taking the time necessary 
to consider such material.  The Chairperson is confident that a substantial final report will be 
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presented as soon as possible  and at latest before the end of this year.  I am not going to pre-
empt the work of the Inter-Departmental Committee by making decisions on such matters as 
reparation before I receive the final report.

19/09/2012WRB00550Prisoner Diversions

19/09/2012WRB0060036. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
diversions from prison to community mental health services during each year from 2006 to 
2011, and to date in 2012. [39345/12]

19/09/2012WRB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Prison Inreach and Court 
Liaison Service (PICLS) arranged the following number of diversions to community in-patient 
and outpatient services from 2006 to end 2011:

Year Total Number admit-
ted to General Psy-
chiatric Hospitals

Number diverted to 
Community Treat-
ment facilities

Total number of 
diversions

2006 24 17 41
2007 35 36 71
2008 24 67 91
2009 30 74 104
2010 35 79 114
2011 32 100 132
Total (as at 31 De-
cember 2011)

180 373 553*

A preliminary analysis of the data available for 2012 indicates that there have been 50 diver-
sions to all agencies to date in 2012.

* The figure of 553 shown for diversions  includes 18 prisoners, who had initially diverted 
to the Central Mental Hospital and were subsequently diverted to local services.

19/09/2012WRB00750Crime Prevention

19/09/2012WRB0080037. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the on-going problem of organised crime continues to be monitored and addressed; the 
degree to which killings associated with such criminality are deemed to have occurred in each 
of the past three years to date in 2012; the extent to which the perpetrators are being brought to 
trial and punished; if particular or specific trends have been discovered such as protectionism, 
racketeering, intimidation, witness and/or jury intimidation; the measures if any put in place to 
address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39324/12]

19/09/2012WRB00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that organised crime, by its very nature, is constantly evolving and diversifying in both its struc-
ture and activities so as to exploit opportunities for criminal gain.  Membership of organised 
crime gangs tends to be fluid and offences committed by members of criminal gangs may or 
may not be connected with an individual’s membership of such gangs.  Given this landscape 
it is not always feasible to be exact at any given time with regard to associations formed and 
related offences.
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With regard to the statistical information sought in relation to killings, I have requested the 
CSO to provide the most up to date figures concerning homicide directly to the Deputy.  As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the categorisation of killings described in his question does not form 
part of the classification applied in the Irish Crime Classification System operated by the Cen-
tral Statistics Office.  Of course, there can be no justification for any homicide and I would like 
to assure the Deputy that all killings, regardless of the circumstances involved, are the subject 
of rigorous investigation by An Garda Síochána and will continue to be so.

With regard to other matters raised by the Deputy including witness and jury intimidation, 
racketeering etc. I can, in general terms,  say that these would be a feature of organised crimi-
nality not only in this jurisdiction but in jurisdictions world wide.  However, I would again like 
to reiterate the continued commitment of An Garda Síochána to pro-actively target groups and 
individuals engaged in such criminal activity.  An Garda Síochána continues to develop and 
implement strategies targeting criminal networks, utilising advanced analytical and intelligence 
methods to facilitate targeted operations to enable early intervention and prevention of organ-
ised crime.

In addition, An Garda Síochána are utilising all available legislation to target organised 
criminal activity including the provisions contained in the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 
2009. I am informed by the Garda authorities that since enactment of the legislation on 23 July 
2009, the legislation has been used on 175 occasions where arrests have been made relating to 
organised crime.  Arising from these arrests two prosecutions have been secured for offences 
under the legislation, with a further six cases currently before the Courts. In addition, charges 
have also been preferred for a range of other offences including firearms offences; sale and sup-
ply of drugs and drug trafficking; violent disorder; demanding money with menaces and  threats 
to kill.

I am satisfied that An Garda Síochána continues to devote considerable resources to the 
investigation of organised crime and in bringing the perpetrators before the Courts. The Com-
missioner and the members of An Garda Síochána have my full support in this regard.

19/09/2012WRB00950Policing at Concerts

19/09/2012WRB0100038. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost per 
Garda of policing concerts and the proportion of this that is reimbursed by concert promoters 
and organisers. [39337/12]

19/09/2012WRB01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 30 of the Garda Sío-
chána Act 2005 provides the statutory basis for the Garda Commissioner to charge for police 
services provided at certain events, including concerts.  I have been informed by the Garda 
authorities that the cost of providing policing for a concert is determined by the number of ros-
tered hours and overtime hours involved.  The average cost of a rostered hour is approximately 
€20 per hour and the average cost of an overtime hour is €31.

I am further advised that, as the policing of concerts can require a mixture of public and non-
public duty, the proportion of the costs recovered from the organisers will vary from concert to 
concert.  Overall, the Garda authorities estimate that, on average, concert organisers reimburse 
approximately 60% of the total cost of policing these events.
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19/09/2012WRB01150Drug Seizures

19/09/2012WRB0120039. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide details of the number of drug seizures in each county for each of the years 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012; and the quantity, type and value of drug seizures involved. [39334/12]

19/09/2012WRB01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have made enquiries with the Garda authorities to see if the particular information sought 
can be made available.  I shall be in further contact with the Deputy in this regard.

19/09/2012WRB01350Prisoner Releases

19/09/2012WRB0140040. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pris-
oners currently participating in the community return programme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39343/12]

19/09/2012WRB01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Community Return is a re-
cently introduced initiative whereby carefully selected prisoners can be granted reviewable 
temporary release coupled with a requirement to do community service work such as paint-
ing, gardening or graffiti removal in a supervised group setting. The type of work involved is 
intended to assist the community and the scheme is involved with a large number of charitable 
organisations and local community groups.

The scheme, which was introduced on a pilot basis last October, is applicable to suitably 
assessed prisoners who are serving sentences of more than one and less than eight years.  Those 
participating are granted renewable temporary release having served at, or after, the 50% stage 
of their sentence with a condition of their release to undertake supervised community service.  

The following factors are taken into account in considering the suitability of a prisoner for 
temporary release to participate in the scheme: 

- the nature and gravity of the offence to which the sentence being served by the person 
relates;

- the sentence concerned and any recommendation made by the Court in relation to the 
sentence imposed;

- the potential threat to the safety and security of the public should the person be released;

- the person’s previous criminal record;

- the risk that the person might commit an offence during any period of temporary release;

- the risk of the person failing to comply with any of the conditions of temporary release;

- the extent of the prisoner’s engagement with therapeutic services while in custody and the 
likelihood of period of temporary release enhancing his/her reintegration prospects; and

- conduct while in custody. 

There have to date been 259 participants on the scheme with 82 offenders currently engaged 
in community service work. Over 140 offenders have already completed the programme suc-
cessfully with a small percentage of prisoners returned to custody for non-compliance. The 
reports to date from the Community Site Supervisors have been very positive and many of the 
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participants have been commended for their work ethic, punctuality and commitment. Initial 
feedback from the participants has also been positive with many commenting on the supports 
and structure that it gives them on their release and how it has assisted in their transition back 
into the community.

The Community Return Programme is but one element of the recently published Prison 
Service strategy which provides for a structured form of release leading to improved resettle-
ment and reintegration opportunities for prisoners along with providing for work to the benefit 
of communities.

19/09/2012WRB01550Sentencing Policy

19/09/2012WRB0160041. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has any in-
tentions of introducing guidelines for sentencing of criminals convicted of sexual offences and 
clarifying the role that compensation should pay and the influences it may have on the sentence 
that is imposed and the amount that should be suspended; his views on whether that too much 
discretion is available to the sentencing judges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37876/12]

19/09/2012WRB01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Legislation relating to sexual 
offences usually provides for the maximum sentence to be imposed.  In some cases, special 
provisions apply.  For example, an offence by a person in authority is effectively treated as an 
aggravating factor in the case of certain sexual offences against children.  It is the responsibility 
of the presiding judge to determine the sentence to be imposed in a particular case having heard 
all the evidence presented, and taking case law, including appeals, into account. This allows the 
court to weigh all the circumstances of the offence and all the relevant aggravating and mitigat-
ing factors.

Section 6 of the Criminal Justice Act 1993 provides for the making of a compensation order 
(on application or otherwise) against a convicted person by the court instead of or in addition 
to dealing with the person in any other way, unless it sees reason to the contrary.  The Director 
of Public Prosecutions can appeal against a sentence imposed if she believes it to be unduly 
lenient.  The Government is committed to a strategic review of penal policy, including sentenc-
ing, and I expect this review to get underway shortly.

In addition, the Law Reform Commission is reviewing the law on mandatory sentences and 
published a consultation paper in January this year. The Commission invited submissions on its 
consultation paper from interested parties and will publish its final report in due course.  I will 
await the outcome of both these reviews and consider the recommendations made before taking 
any further action regarding the law on sentencing.

19/09/2012WRC0005019/09/2012WRC00075Proposed Legislation

19/09/2012WRC0010042. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which he will publish a new Bill regarding immigration. [39330/12]

19/09/2012WRC00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Work on the details of the 
Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2010 is ongoing at my Department pursuant to cur-
rent Government policy which is committed, under the Programme for National Recovery, to 
“introduce comprehensive reforms of the immigration, residency and asylum systems, which 
will include a statutory appeals system and set out rights and obligations in a transparent way”. 
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As I have outlined previously to the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence, several 
hundred amendments are anticipated, the majority of a technical nature. At the Joint Commit-
tee I also expressed the considered view that instead of engaging in an extremely cumbersome 
process of tabling hundreds of amendments to the 2010 Bill it would be much more efficient 
to publish a new and enhanced one that would incorporate the anticipated amendments while 
addressing key outstanding issues several of which have been of previous concern to Members. 
This proposition was broadly welcomed by the Joint Committee which I very much appreciate 
given the protracted history of this piece of legislation.  Work on the Bill will continue there-
fore, including in cooperation with the Offices of Parliamentary Counsel and of the Attorney 
General. It remains my objective under this new approach, and mindful of the competing legis-
lative demands of our EU/IMF/ECB Programme commitments, to be in a position to bring the 
new Bill to Government for approval and publication later this year.  

19/09/2012WRC00250Crime Statistics

19/09/2012WRC0030043. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of homo-
phobic crimes recorded by the Garda Racial, Intercultural and Diversity Office each year since 
it was established; the number of these crimes which resulted in prosecutions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39342/12]

19/09/2012WRC00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this 
purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

19/09/2012WRC00450Garda Investigations

19/09/2012WRC0050044. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will have the 
case of the murder of Garda Richard Fallon on 3 April 1970 independently reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39115/12]

19/09/2012WRC00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
this case is currently being examined by An Garda Síochána’s Serious Crime Review Team. In 
my last response to the Deputy on this matter in June of this year, I indicated that a preliminary 
assessment of the case by An Garda Síochána was expected to be finalised by September 2012.  
I am now informed by the Garda Commissioner that it is anticipated that the assessment will 
be completed in November. I am conscious that this is a matter of great concern to the Fallon 
family but I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that it would be best to await the outcome of 
the Garda assessment. 

19/09/2012WRC00650Prisoner Numbers

19/09/2012WRC0070045. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total number of 
prisoners held in the State on the 13 September for each of the past five years; the recommended 
capacity broken down by prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39340/12]

19/09/2012WRC00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of prisoners in 
custody on the 13th September for each of the past five years is set out in the following table.
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Date Number in custody
Thursday  13/09/2012 4,248
Tuesday   13/09/2011 4,260
Monday    13/09/2010 4,359
Monday    14/09/2009* 3,947
Friday       12/09/2008* 3,611
* These figures are the nearest available for the years in question as weekend numbers were 

not recorded at that time

As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed 
by the Courts into its custody and does not have the option of refusing committals.  It should be 
noted that this is the busiest time of the year for committals prior to the courts being in recess 
for the summer.  The average number of prisoners in custody in Ireland has risen in the last 5 
years, from 3,321 during 2007 to 4,389 during 2011, an increase of over 32%. Likewise the total 
number of committals to prison has also risen sharply during the same period, from 11,934 in 
2007 to 17,318 in 2011 – an increase of over 45%.   

Rising prisoner numbers have placed enormous strain on the prison system across the board 
from accommodation to the provision of services including work training/education, healthcare 
and drug treatment services.  As a result of the increase in the prison population, a number of 
prisons  are operating well in excess of their stated bed capacities.  There does appear, however, 
to be a stabilising or levelling off in the increase in prisoner numbers being committed annually 
with 2011 recording only a 0.8% increase on the previous year. This compares to increases of 
13.6%, 13.8% and 11.4% respectively year on year for 2008, 2009 and 2010.

As outlined in the recently published Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan, it is 
intended to align the capacity of our prisons with the guidelines laid down by the Inspector of 
Prisons by 2014, in so far as this is compatible with public safety and the integrity of the crimi-
nal justice system.  In 2012 and in the first quarter of 2013, priority will be given to reducing 
the chronic overcrowding in Mountjoy, Cork, Limerick Prisons and the Dóchas Centre.  The 
following table outlines the current bed capacity and the bed capacity as recommended by the 
Inspector of Prisons. 

Institution Current Bed Capacity *Recommended Bed  Ca-
pacity as per Inspector of 
Prisons Report of July 2010

Mountjoy (Male) 590 540
Mountjoy (Female) 105 85
St. Patrick’s Institution 217 218
Cork 250 146
Limerick (Male) 260 185
Limerick (Female) 34 24
Castlerea 351 300
Cloverhill 431 446
Wheatfield 680 700
Portlaoise 311 359
Arbour Hill 148 131
Midlands 610 477
Training Unit 127 96
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Institution Current Bed Capacity *Recommended Bed  Ca-
pacity as per Inspector of 
Prisons Report of July 2010

Loughan House 140 160
Shelton Abbey 113 110
* These figures are currently being reviewed by the Irish Prison Service and the Inspector 

of Prisons.

Significant investment has taken place in our prison estate in recent years with in excess of 
900 new prison spaces having been constructed and brought into use since 2007.  A new accom-
modation block at the Midlands prison, which will provide a potential 300 additional spaces as 
well as additional work training and education facilities, is due to become operational in late 
2012. 

Furthermore, in conjunction with the Probation Service, the Irish Prison Service has com-
menced the roll out of the Community Return Scheme, an incentivised scheme for earned tem-
porary release under which offenders who are assessed as low risk are offered early temporary 
release, in return for supervised community service. By 13 September  2012, 259 prisoners had 
participated in the scheme, with 142 having completed their required periods of community 
service.

19/09/2012WRC00850International Agreements

19/09/2012WRC0090046. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on endors-
ing the Vienna declaration on drug policy, the official declaration of the XVIII International 
AIDS Conference - Aids 2010 - which was held in Vienna, Austria, from 18 to 23 July 2010. 
[39339/12]

19/09/2012WRC01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In 2010 the International 
AIDS Society convened the 18th International Aids Conference in Vienna.  As stated in the 
official declaration of the Conference (also known as the ‘Vienna Declaration’)  the aim of the 
declaration is  to seek to improve community health and safety by calling for the incorporation 
of scientific evidence into illicit drug policies.  The declaration calls on governments and in-
ternational organisations to undertake a number of measures including a transparent review of 
the effectiveness of current drug policies, the implementation of a science-based public health 
approach to address individual and community harms stemming from illicit drug use, decrimi-
nalisation of drug users and the meaningful involvement of members of affected communities 
in developing services and policies etc. 

The Government’s approach to tackling the problem of drug misuse is through a co-ordinat-
ed and integrated approach under the National Drugs Strategy 2009 to 2016 which was devel-
oped over an 18 month period and involved wide public consultation under the oversight of the 
Steering Group established for this purpose.  The Strategy tackles the issue of drug misuse un-
der the pillar headings of drugs supply reduction, education and prevention, treatment, rehabili-
tation and research. The Strategy is being delivered,  under the stewardship of my colleague and 
Minister of State at the Department of Health Roísin Shortall TD,  by a number of Government 
Departments and agencies in partnership with the community and voluntary treatment sectors 

The Programme for Government affirms the Government commitment to tackling the prob-
lem of drug misuse  through the pillar based approach outlined in the Strategy and in partnership 
with relevant stakeholders.  The policy approach outlined in the Strategy is current Government 
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policy in this area and, in the circumstances, there are no plans to adopt or endorse other policy 
statements on the matter. 

19/09/2012WRC01050Garda Operations

19/09/2012WRC0110047. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views regard-
ing dissident activity in areas of Dublin particularly since the reported activities following a 
recent funeral in north Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38809/12]

19/09/2012WRC01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Countering the threat from 
terrorists has always been a priority for the Garda Síochána and nothing has changed in that 
regard. Let me be clear that these so-called ‘dissident republicans’ are no more than criminal 
terrorists using violence in pursuit of their own, often personal, ends.  These groups maintain 
more than just a casual acquaintance with organised criminals in funding themselves and their 
activities.  Indeed, they are deeply involved in criminality. 

As the Deputy will now be aware, following the incidents at the funeral in North Dublin, 
the Garda Commissioner has set up a dedicated operation, “Operation Ambience”.  As a result, 
numerous searches were conducted of various locations in Dublin and surrounding counties and 
a substantial number of arrests were also made.  Three people have been charged with member-
ship of an unlawful organisation under the Offences Against the State Act and Garda inquiries 
into the matter are ongoing.

I am strongly committed to ensuring that the Gardaí have the necessary resources they need, 
not just in terms of manpower and equipment, but also in terms of legislative provisions, to bear 
down on these so-called dissident groups. As recently as last June, I obtained the approval of 
the Oireachtas to renew certain provisions of the Offences Against the State (Amendment) Act 
1998. These provisions include those of directing an unlawful organisation, unlawful collection 
of information and training in the use of firearms. 

19/09/2012WRC01250Location of Victims’ Remains

19/09/2012WRC0130048. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has met Mr. 
Geoff Knupfer, chief investigator of the Independent Commission for the Location of Victims 
Remains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39021/12]

19/09/2012WRC01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Independent Commission 
for the Location of Victims’ Remains was established in 1999 by the Irish and British Gov-
ernments as one of the actions taken in the context of the Peace Process to acknowledge and 
address the suffering of the victims of violence as a necessary element of reconciliation.  The 
purpose of the Commission is to facilitate the location of the remains of the Disappeared, those 
who were killed and buried secretly by paramilitaries over the course of the conflict, in order 
that they may be returned to their families to afford them some measure of closure.

Together with the Northern Ireland Office Minister of State, I met with the two Commis-
sioners, Mr. Frank Murray and Sir Kenneth Bloomfield, and the Commission’s investigators 
last year, in the context of a meeting with the families of the Disappeared.  I assured them of 
the continuing, full support of both Governments for the Commisson’s work.  Officials in my 
Department and in the Northern Ireland Office maintain close and regular contact with the 
Commissioners and their investigation team.
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The Commission has emphasised that its work is driven by information.  All information 
provided to the Commission is treated as strictly confidential and everyone can be assured that 
such information can only be used to locate and identify the remains.  It cannot be given to other 
agencies or used for prosecutions.

I know the House will join me in calling on anybody who has any information that could 
help to locate those still missing to give that information to the Commission without delay.  The 
Commission has in place a confidential freephone number and PO box address through which 
information can be passed to it.  More information about the Commission and its work, and how 
to contact it is available on the Commission’s website – www.iclvr.ie

I would emphasise to the House that the Commission’s task is a humanitarian one.  Its aim is 
to return the remains of those killed to their families for a decent burial in order that they might 
have a place to grieve.  The Government fully supports them that aim and I call on all others to 
assist in achieving it.

19/09/2012WRC01450Undocumented Irish in the USA

19/09/2012WRC0150049. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress, if any, made in relation to the undocumented Irish citizens in the United States; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39559/12]

19/09/2012WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
welfare of the Irish abroad is a very important priority for the Government.  There are particu-
lar concerns in the United States where addressing the position of the undocumented Irish and 
reforming our migration arrangements are priorities for the Government in its contacts with the 
US Administration and Congress.     The Government’s keen interest in a resolution of the situ-
ation for undocumented Irish migrants is well recognised and accepted by our friends within 
US Administration and Congress. Their advice to us remains that comprehensive reform of the 
US immigration system and procedures is likely to be the only manner by which this can be 
achieved. 

With a view to helping some positive momentum around immigration issues insofar as they 
relate to Ireland, enabling Irish people to apply for E-3 temporary U.S. work visas has been a 
particular focus of our efforts.  If passed this would make 10,500 E-3 visas available to Irish 
citizens each year.

While I am heartened by the advances that have been made so far towards bi-partisan con-
sensus in the US Senate towards enabling Irish people to apply for E-3 visas, I am conscious 
that passing any immigration-related legislation in an election year in the US presents very 
significant challenges. Through our Embassy in Washington, the Government will continue to 
work closely with all relevant actors, including our friends in Congress and with Irish-Amer-
ican community representatives with a view to ensuring that every opportunity is taken to put 
an E-3 visa scheme in place.   Our friends on Capitol Hill have recently signalled however that 
further progress on immigration reform is unlikely before the US elections in November.

19/09/2012WRD0005019/09/2012WRD00075Passport Application Numbers

19/09/2012WRD0010050. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of Irish passports that were renewed in the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date 
in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39574/12]
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19/09/2012WRD00200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Passport technology system currently does not differentiate between passports renewed and 
first time applications for passports.  Accordingly it is not possible to provide the Deputy with 
the exact information sought.   However I can confirm that the total number of passports issued 
for the years 2009-2012 is as follows:

2009 2010 2011 Jan-August 2012
572,783 603,753 599,468 489,012

I can also confirm that the number of passports issued in the first eight months of 2012 rep-
resents a 4.63% increase over the same period in 2011.

19/09/2012WRD00250EU Enlargement

19/09/2012WRD0030051. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on a possible timeframe for Turkey joining the EU; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39575/12]

19/09/2012WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
Government remains supportive of Turkey’s EU candidacy. Turkey is currently in accession 
negotiations.  Accession may follow once the country fulfils the established membership crite-
ria and provided that EU member States and the European Commission are satisfied that all the 
conditions have been met.  However, progress on Turkey’s EU accession has been very slow 
of late, with the last Chapter in the negotiations opened in 2010.  Some 12 of the 33 negotiat-
ing Chapters have been officially opened and 1 provisionally closed.  Of the remaining 21 
Chapters, negotiations on 8 of them have been suspended by the Council since December 2006, 
due to Turkey’s failure to meet its obligations under the Ankara Protocol, i.e. normalisation of 
relations with Cyprus. The Council also agreed that it will not decide on provisionally closing 
Chapters until the Commission verifies that Turkey has fulfilled its commitments related to the 
Protocol. A further 4 Chapters remain frozen since the French Presidential Elections in 2007 
and Cyprus is blocking another 6. This leaves 3 Chapters with a possibility of being opened.

In the absence of movement in the enlargement negotiations, Turkey is still proceeding, 
nonetheless, with reforms including plans for a new Constitution, in part to bring it more in line 
with EU standards. In May this year the European Commission and Turkey launched a ‘Positive 
Agenda’ to examine where progress might be possible on 8 Chapters.  This raises the possibility 
that the Irish Presidency may be able to open Chapters, if sufficient progress can be achieved.  
Enlargement is a negotiated process and, as in any negotiation, the eventual outcome and time-
frame cannot be predetermined. We will be working closely with Turkey, with the European 
Commission, and with our EU partners and will make every effort to move the agenda forward 
during our Presidency.  Minister of State Creighton visited Turkey in July this year, in part to 
discuss areas for possible progress during our Presidency. I hope to receive the Turkish Minister 
for European Affairs in Dublin later this year. 

19/09/2012WRD00450Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRD0050052. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will outline in tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Min-
isters in his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers 
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of State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39643/12]

19/09/2012WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables.   

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Micheál Martin TD

- Salary Costs 2009 Salary Costs 2010
Private Office €481,953 €454,562
Constituency Office €174,297 €176,415

Minister of State for Overseas Development, Mr. Peter Power TD

- Salary Costs 2009 Salary Costs 2010
Private Office €286,523 €250,097
Constituency Office €103,572 €116,790

Minister of State for European Affairs, Mr Dick Roche, TD 

- Salary Costs 2009 Salary Costs 2010
Private Office €323,166 €292,597
Constituency Office €233,547 €229,006

19/09/2012WRD00650Black Economy Issues

19/09/2012WRD0070053. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail his efforts to tackle 
the problem of the black economy. [39508/12]

19/09/2012WRD0080054. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail his efforts to tackle 
the problem of the black economy; and the estimated loss to the Exchequer of revenue as a re-
sult of the black economy. [39380/12]

19/09/2012WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 53 and 
54 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that their tax and duty compliance programmes 
are under constant review to ensure that they are focussed on the areas of greatest risk, including 
risks from the shadow economy.  The hidden economy includes the suppression of sales, wages 
and income by registered businesses, fraudulent repayment claims, smuggling and trading in 
counterfeit and contraband goods, unregistered traders and individuals working and ‘signing’.  
It is a multi-faceted issue that requires a co-ordinated and multi-faceted response.

Revenue tackles the problem of the shadow economy through its range of compliance and 
audit interventions including through targeted special projects.  Case interventions are under-
taken based on Revenue’s assessment of compliance risks, the level of those risks and other 
relevant information available. Revenue is using a wide range of methodologies to identify 
those operating in the shadow economy and is deploying the full range of compliance interven-
tions.  Activities can include covert surveillance, cold calls to businesses and venues as well as 
its audit and investigation programmes.  The Revenue’s approach to the shadow economy is 
underpinned by close consultation and cooperation with the Department of Social Protection. 
The primary objective of these activities is to uncover either non-declaration   or under declara-



19 September 2012

161

tion of income and/or fraudulent DSP claims.

The Hidden Economy Monitoring Group provides a forum for the exchange of views on 
the effectiveness of measures introduced in combating the hidden economy.  This group, which 
is chaired by Revenue, includes representatives from employer and business organisations, 
trade unions and other Government Departments and agencies.  Regional hidden economy 
liaison groups have been established to facilitate greater local interaction and more immediate 
responses to insights and issues that may be highlighted.  Increasingly Revenue is finding that 
bodies and individuals are prepared to share insights and specific information with regard to 
shadow economy activity.

The Deputy will be aware of the continuing strengthening of legislation to provide for a 
robust framework within which the Revenue Commissioners may tackle tax and duty evasion, 
including recent provisions relating to:

- The making of returns of transactions by merchant acquirers, and other payment settle-
ment entities, to the Revenue Commissioners

 - The more effective investigation of white-collar crime.

Other new provisions included a comprehensive package of measures in relation to Excise 
(Oils) including, requirement for separate licences for auto-fuel traders and marked fuel traders, 
requirement to have a separate licence for every premises or place at which the fuel concerned 
is dealt in, and a requirement that a licence must be clearly displayed at the premises or place.

Revenue’s tobacco strategy, “Strategy On Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011- 
2013)” was published on the Revenue website in June 2011. This three-year strategy is under-
pinned by annual action plans.  The strategic level plans include taking steps to ensure that the 
legitimate trade remains compliant, delivering more effective and visible interventions through 
enhanced capability and better deployment of Revenue resources.  The strategy also include 
further development of cooperation and intelligence sharing at national and international level, 
together with a commitment to prosecute all serious cases of tobacco tax evasion and a focus, in 
partnership with other Government agencies, on reducing the demand for contraband tobacco.  
During 2011 Revenue seized a total of 109m cigarettes in 10,581 seizures. Commercial quanti-
ties in maritime freight traffic accounted for 76.4m cigarettes.  Revenue also seized 11,158kg 
of tobacco in 2011. In six particular operations, over 19m cigarettes, 1,344 kgs tobacco and 49 
vehicles were seized.

Regulations were also introduced in 2011 requiring Government Departments and State 
Bodies to supply details to the Revenue Commissioners, of payments made. I am advised by 
the Revenue Commissioners that this data is matched to the Revenue records of the various re-
cipients, and is used to profile risk.  Similar matching is also carried out using other third party 
data received by the Revenue Commissioners.  Revenue has a prioritised focus on those sectors 
that traditionally have been susceptible to shadow activity such as cash businesses.  All pos-
sible sources of information, including following up on services advertised on TV, radio, local 
newspapers, internet, special interest publications are used by Revenue.

Revenue investigations have detected the use of computer programmes or electronic de-
vices to alter or conceal sales records.  To counteract these risks, legislation was enacted in 2011 
providing penalties for the possession, use or supply of automated sales suppression devices 
known as “zappers” for the purpose of evading tax.  Streetscape programmes, in which every 
cash business in an area is visited, without prior announcement, have been carried out.  The 
main focus of real time activity is on businesses that have the potential to operate with cash.  
This includes professionals such as doctors, veterinary surgeons, etc.  These operations have 
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also resulted in the registration of previously unregistered persons. 803 such registrations were 
recorded in the period from January to the end of April 2012.

The results from all the various projects are reflected in the general audit and compliance 
results from audits, assurance checks, site visits etc. which are published in the Revenue Annual 
Report.  Revenue does not measure the estimated loss to the Exchequer as a result of the black 
economy.  Revenue does report annually on the results of its audit and compliance programmes.  
In 2011 the results of audit and assurance activities resulted in additional yield of €492.7m to 
the Exchequer.

19/09/2012WRD00950Tax Reliefs Availability

19/09/2012WRD0100055. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of all of 
the tax relief schemes available to taxpayers here. [39393/12]

19/09/2012WRD0110056. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of all of 
the tax relief schemes which have been closed by his Department since 2008. [39394/12]

19/09/2012WRD0120057. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if there is scope to remove re-
maining tax relief schemes; and the amount of money the State may recover if it closed all of 
the remaining tax relief schemes available to taxpayers here. [39395/12]

19/09/2012WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 55 to 
57, inclusive, together. 

As regards tax reliefs currently available, a comprehensive summary of these was provided 
yesterday in my reply to PQ 38291/12 and a copy of this reply is provided for the Deputy’s in-
formation.  That reply contains details, as advised to me by the Revenue Commissioners, of the 
total identifiable costs to the Exchequer relating to income tax and corporation tax allowances, 
reliefs, exemptions and tax credits available.  The information relates to 2008 and 2009, the 
most recent year for which the necessary detailed information is available.

The following tax reliefs have been terminated since 2008:

- Approved Share Options Schemes

- BIK (Benefit-in-kind) exemption on certain professional subscriptions

- BIK  exemption on employer-provided art objects in a heritage building or garden

- BIK exemption for employer provided childcare

- Capital allowances in respect of capital expenditure incurred on registered nursing homes, 
convalescent homes, qualifying hospitals and mental health centres (subject to transitional ar-
rangements for pipeline projects)

- Capital allowances for expenditure on the construction, conversion or refurbishment of 
buildings used for childcare purposes

- Capital allowances for the construction or refurbishment of residential units associated 
with registered nursing homes

- Consanguinity relief for residential property

- Enterprise Areas
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- Exemption from income tax and associated marginal relief (Section 187)

- Exemption that applies to the first 6 weeks of Illness Benefit and Occupational Injury Ben-
efit per annum (Section 126)

- Farm consolidation relief (expired)

- First time buyer’s relief

- Holiday Cottages

- Living over the Shop

- Loans to acquire an interest in certain companies (phased abolition)

- Low value properties (residential property below €127k and non-residential property be-
low €10k)

- Multi-storey car parks

- Park & Ride

- Patent royalty exemption

- Premiums under qualifying long term care policies (Section 470A)

- Purchase of new houses

- Purchase of new shares by an employee

- Service charges

- Student Accommodation

- Trade Union Subscriptions

- Rent relief (phased abolition)

- Rural Renewal

- Site to child relief

- Town Renewal

- Urban Renewal

In respect of the remaining reliefs, I would again refer the Deputy to my earlier answer as 
this contains the identifiable costs to the Exchequer of such reliefs. I would further note that, 
as with all measures of this nature, reliefs will be reviewed as part of the annual Budget and 
Finance Bill cycle.  However, the Deputy will also be aware that it is not the practice of the 
Minister for Finance to discuss the precise or specific details of measures which may be under 
consideration as part of a future Budget and Finance Bill package.

19/09/2012WRE0010019/09/2012WRE00150Tax Reliefs Availability

19/09/2012WRE0020058. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of the expected expan-
sion of the dairy industry in Ireland post 2015, he will consider modifying the capital allowance 
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period for farm buildings from seven years to three years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39519/12]

19/09/2012WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Persons chargeable to tax on their farm-
ing profits may claim a farm buildings allowance for capital expenditure on the construction of 
farm buildings (other than buildings used as a dwelling) and certain other works.  The cost is 
written off at the rate of 15% of the cost in each of the first 6 years with the remaining 10% in 
year 7.  This compares favourably with other allowances for example, for industrial buildings 
and I have no plans to amend the capital allowance period for farm buildings at this time.

19/09/2012WRE00350Mortgage Interest Relief Extension

19/09/2012WRE0040059. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extend-
ing the enhanced mortgage interest relief to firsttime buyers who signed contracts for their 
home in 2008 and were therefore obliged to pay inflated prices, but who did not draw down 
their loan or incur interest payments until 2009 because they purchased off the plans; if so, the 
criteria that will be required to prove that the contractual obligation was in place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39560/12]

19/09/2012WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that in Budget 2012, the 
Government fulfilled its commitment contained in the Programme for Government to increase 
the rate of mortgage interest relief to 30 per cent for first-time buyers who took out their first 
mortgage in the period 2004 to 2008.  The legislation to give effect to this was introduced by 
way of Section 9 Finance Act 2012 and provides that the new 30% rate of tax relief applies 
to qualifying interest paid on a qualifying loan taken out on or after 1 January 2004 and on or 
before 31 December 2008.  In addition, I have sought to be as flexible as possible within the 
constraints pertaining.  A mortgage holder will qualify for the increased rate if they made their 
first mortgage interest payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage 
in that period.  

As with all time limited reliefs, there will always be people who just miss out, and that is 
why I have been as flexible as possible.  However, I do not intend to extend the parameters of 
the measure any further as it would become less targeted and more costly.

19/09/2012WRE00550Tax Yield

19/09/2012WRE0060060. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated tax yield from the 
abolition of reliefs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39607/12]

19/09/2012WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is seeking an esti-
mate of the yield that would accrue to the Exchequer, should all of the tax reliefs specified for 
the purposes of the restriction of reliefs be abolished.  The most recent report by the Revenue 
Commissioners analysing the high income individuals’ restriction is in respect of the 2010 tax 
year.  This report was published by my Department early last month and is available at http://
www.taxpolicy.gov.ie.  Table 3 of that report shows the total value of the underlying claims in 
respect of specified reliefs as being €373 million.  For illustration, if the total abolition of the 
relevant reliefs is what the Deputy has in mind, the full year yield, in terms of the 2010 claims, 
estimated at an assumed rate of income tax at 41%, would be in the order of €150 million.

It would be important to undertake an evaluation of each individual specified relief and the 
socio-economic objectives which each was designed to encourage, before the abolition of any 
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of the reliefs could be considered.  It is also important to note that many of the specified reliefs 
have already been abolished.  However, because of the nature of some of those reliefs, individu-
als have a right to claim them for a seven-year period.  There are a number of legal consider-
ations that would hinder the abolition of the reliefs during such run down periods.

19/09/2012WRE00750Tax Yield

19/09/2012WRE0080061. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated tax yield if a 1% 
levy was applied in Budget 2013 to all earners whose individual incomes surpassed €100,000 
or on couples whose joint income surpassed €200,000; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39608/12]

19/09/2012WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy has in mind a 1 
percentage point increase in the rate of Universal Social Charge (USC) applying to incomes ex-
ceeding €100,000 in the manner indicated in the question.  The Universal Social Charge (USC) 
is an individualised charge and as such the yield is calculated for individual incomes of more 
than €100,000 rather than dual incomes of more than €200,000.  On that basis I am advised by 
the Revenue Commissioners that the full year yield, estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, 
would be €67 million.  The estimated yield is based on confining the 1 percentage point increase 
to the portion of income which is in excess of €100,000, that is, the increase is not applied to 
the portion of total income earned up to €100,000.  The figure is an estimate from the Revenue 
tax-forecasting model using actual data for the year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and 
employment trends in the interim.  It is, therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

19/09/2012WRE00950Public Sector Staff Issues

19/09/2012WRE0100062. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff employed in 
the Revenue Commissioners in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and currently in 2012; the num-
bers of staff in each of those years assigned to collection of capital taxes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39609/12]

19/09/2012WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners is an in-
tegrated tax and customs administration.  They currently employ 5,718 staff across their nine 
main business programmes.  All of the staff assigned to these programmes support, in varying 
degrees, the central and overarching programme of “tax collection”.  There are no staff specifi-
cally assigned to the collection of capital taxes, such taxes are encompassed in the integrated 
approach to tax collection.  There are currently 837 staff employed in the Collector General’s 
Division of the Revenue Commissioners, one of their primary roles is the collection of taxes.  
The Revenue Commissioners have provided me with the information in the following table in 
response to the Deputy’s question.

Table: Revenue and Collector General’s Staff Numbers* 2007 to date

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
(12/09/2012)

Total Staff 6,589 6,581 6,105 6,076 5,962 5,718
Collector 
General’s 
Staff 

805 799 838 859 858 837

* The staff numbers are full-time equivalents
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19/09/2012WRE01150Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRE0120063. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in tabular format 
the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in his Department in 
each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State in his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39642/12]

19/09/2012WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan) : Since my appointment as Minister for 
Finance on 9 March 2011, the following staff have been appointed to my private office:

GRADE SALARY SCALE 
(per annum)

Wholetime Equivalent

1 Private Secretary €33,247 - €58,294 1.00
2 Executive Officers (EO) €29,024 - €47,379 1.00
1 Clerical Officer (CO) €23,177- €37,341 1.00
2 Clerical Officers (CO) €23,042 - €36,267 1.00
 

 The following staff are assigned to work on constituency matters:

GRADE SALARY SCALE 
(per annum) 

Wholetime Equivalent

1 Personal Assistant €43,715 - €56,060 1.00
1 Executive Officer (EO) €30,516 - €47,975 1.00
1 Clerical Officer 
(CO) 

€19,814 - €31,963 1.00

1 Clerical Officer (CO) €23,042 - €36,267 1.00

My colleague, Mr Brian Hayes, TD Minister of State for Public Service Reform and the Of-
fice of Public Works at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and Department of 
Finance has appointed the following staff to his office.

GRADE SALARY SCALE 
(per annum)

Wholetime Equivalent

1 Staff Officer (SO) €33,070 - €43,906 1.00

19/09/2012WRE01350Tax Rebates

19/09/2012WRE0140064. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a tax rebate in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39650/12]

19/09/2012WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that a tax refund for 2011 issued to the person concerned on 3 September 2012.

19/09/2012WRE01550Tax Rebates

19/09/2012WRE0160065. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a tax rebate in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [39651/12]

19/09/2012WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that a tax refund for 2011 issued to the person concerned on 3 September 2012.

19/09/2012WRF0010019/09/2012WRF00200Tax Code

19/09/2012WRF0030066. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the tax position of a person who 
is aged 74 years and is a widow and in receipt of approximately €20,000 per year, with no other 
allowance other than the PAYE allowance an appropriate credit in respect thereof and has no 
other income other than the amount specified therein; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39653/12]

19/09/2012WRF00400Minister for Finance(Deputy Michael Noonan): A widowed person in receipt of a gross 
income of €20,000 would be chargeable to both Income Tax and Universal Social Charge for 
the year 2012. These would be determined as follows:

Income Tax (PAYE) Liability:-

Income: €20,000
Tax payable 20,000 @ 20% = €4,000
Less: - -
Personal Credit  €2,190*
PAYE Credit €1,650
Age Tax Credit €245
Total Credits €4085
Net Liability €Nil
 * Personal Credit in this instance refers to the Widowed Person or Surviving Civil Partner 

without qualifying children tax credit.

Universal Social Charge (USC) Liability (if none of the income is from Department of 
Social Protection):-

€10,036 @ 2% = €200.72

€9,964 @ 4%   = €398.56

Net Liability = €599.28

Persons aged over 70 years have Universal Social Charge deducted at the rate of 4% in 
respect of any income in excess of €10,036. The higher rate of 7%, for income in excess of a 
ceiling of €16,016, is not applicable to persons over 70 years.

Income from the Department of Social Protection is not subject to the Universal Social 
Charge. If a person is in receipt of total income of €20,000 of which €11,500 is received from 
the Department of Social Protection, then the balance of €9,500 is not liable to USC as it is 
below the €10,036 threshold.

Any individual who wishes to have their liability checked for any of the 4 prior years of as-
sessment should contact their tax district which will carry out the relevant reviews.  There are 
other credits that an individual may be entitled to which are set out in leaflet IT1 and which is 
available on the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it1.html#section1.
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19/09/2012WRF00500Special Educational Needs Staffing

19/09/2012WRF0060067. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reasons 
that girls who attend an all girls school will receive four hours learning support instead of five 
hours as afforded to all boys and mixed schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36964/12]

19/09/2012WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand the Deputy is 
referring to the General Allocation Model (GAM) of additional teaching supports which are 
allocated to all Primary schools to cater for children with high incidence special educational 
needs.  As I previously advised the Deputy, in response to his Parliamentary Questions of 25th 
January, 2012 and 19th July, 2012, differing pupil teacher ratios are applied under the GAM in 
relation to boys, girls and mixed schools in order to account for differentials of prevalence of 
learning difficulty between boys and girls.  The rationale for the differing ratios is based on in-
ternational literature on the incidence of disability as well as international and national surveys 
of literacy and numeracy which indicate that there is a greater incidence of disability/learning 
difficulty in boys than girls.   The NCSE Report on the Implementation of the Education for 
Persons with Special Educational Needs Act, of 2006, also examined a range of sources to es-
tablish prevalence rates, including national databases, local and international studies and expert 
estimates, which indicated significantly higher rates of Mild General Learning Difficulty and 
Specific Learning Disability prevailing in boys, in comparison to girls.  Revised arrangements 
to update schools’ GAM allocations with effect from September 2012, based on the number 
of class teaching posts in schools for the previous year, reflect the previous arrangements for 
the allocation of supports under the GAM, which also provided for differentials in allocation 
between boys and girls schools. The criteria for the allocation of GAM hours are outlined in 
circular 007/2012 which is available on www.education.ie. 

19/09/2012WRF00800Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

19/09/2012WRF0090068. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a matter 
(details supplied) in relation to an education grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39381/12]

19/09/2012WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility 
for new student grant applications from the 2012/13 academic year is a matter for the new 
centralised grant awarding authority, SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland).  The basis on 
which the income of self employed persons is determined has not changed with the introduc-
tion of the new centralised grant awarding authority.  In the case where an accounting year end 
differs from the tax year, the income shown in the business accounts for a year which ends 
between 1 January 2011 and 31 December 2011 is acceptable for the purposes of the Student 
Grant Scheme.  This is the basis on which income was determined in previous years and is the 
same as used by the Revenue Commissioners to compute income for the tax year.

19/09/2012WRF01100Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

19/09/2012WRF0120069. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student grant 
will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39443/12]

19/09/2012WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility 
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for new student grant applications is a matter for the central grant awarding authority SUSI 
(Student Universal Support Ireland).  The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of 
the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s application in relation to means, 
residency, nationality and previous academic attainment, it would not be possible for me to say 
whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
that an application was received from the student in question on the 8th August 2012 and that a 
decision on his eligibility for a student grant issued on 14 August, 2012 refusing him a grant on 
the basis that he indicated on his application that he intended to pursue year 1 of a level 7 course 
which represented a repeat period of study in his case.  If an individual applicant considers that 
she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the cor-
rect one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

19/09/2012WRF01400Departmental Contracts

19/09/2012WRF0150070. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the company that 
has the contract in respect of internet and broadband support for primary schools in counties 
Wicklow and Carlow; the details of this contract, including the costs and if the company is pro-
viding a satisfactory service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39522/12]

19/09/2012WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the Schools Broad-
band Access Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for all 
primary schools that wish to avail of this service.  All contracts under the Schools Broadband 
Access Programme were recently re-tendered.  As a result of this the number of service provid-
ers has been expanded from 6 to 13 and this should lead to improvements in the quality of ser-
vices available to schools. These contracts were signed in the last two months and the migration 
of schools onto the new services is currently underway.

Schools in the Wicklow and Carlow area will be migrating to new suppliers in the coming 
weeks. In awarding services to primary schools and in in line with EU procurement rules, the 
aim was to maximise bandwidth provided to schools within the current budget. All service 
providers are required to sign up to a service level agreement to ensure that their performance 
under the contract is satisfactory, where they fail to meet the service level agreement credits 
may be sought or the Minsiter may exercise the right to remove schools from a service provider 
and re-award to another service provider.

19/09/2012WRF01700Schools Building Projects Status

19/09/2012WRF0180071. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if further consid-
eration will be given to the need to restore the proposed building project at a school (details 
supplied) in County Cavan to his Department’s school building programme in view of the fact 
that the long term permanent accommodation needs of this school have long been finalised and 
agreed by his Department; if he will accept that the total reliance on temporary accommodation 
at a very high cost poses particular difficulties for this school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39531/12]
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19/09/2012WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Due to competing demands 
on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding avail-
able for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic 
requirements, it was not possible to include the project referred to by the Deputy in the five year 
construction programme.

As the Deputy is aware, schools which have not been included in the five year construction 
programme, but which were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will 
continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further 
funds being available to my Department in future years. The project referred to by the Deputy 
remains available to be considered for progression in that context.

The major building project for the school concerned is currently at an advanced stage of ar-
chitectural planning. The Design Team are currently working on the Stage 2(b) Detailed Design 
and the project has been authorised to apply for Statutory Approvals which is part of the Stage 
2 (b) process.

I can assure the Deputy that the use of temporary accommodation is avoided where pos-
sible, but sometimes it is the only feasible option to ensure that children have access to a school 
place. The delivery of projects to meet the increasing demographic demands will be the main 
focus for capital investment over the next 5 years, particularly in those areas where most future 
demographic growth will be concentrated.

19/09/2012WRF02000Higher Education Schemes

19/09/2012WRF0210072. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the higher education access route in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17. 
[39552/12]

19/09/2012WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Higher Education Access 
Route (HEAR) is a third-level admissions scheme for students from socio-economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds.  The scheme is operated by a number of higher education institutions 
and not by my Department.  Admissions to the institutions under this programme are regulated 
by the institutions themselves.  Further details are available at www.accesscollege.ie.  

19/09/2012WRF02300Site Acquisitions

19/09/2012WRF0240073. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has identified a 
permanent site for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39563/12]

19/09/2012WRF0250074. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage of the plan-
ning process in relation to the provision of a permanent school premises for a school (details 
supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39564/12]

19/09/2012WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 73 and 74 together.

My Department has sought the assistance of, and is working closely with, the relevant Local 
Authority in relation to identifying and acquiring a suitable site for a permanent building for the 
school referred to by the Deputy.  Due to commercial sensitivities attaching to site acquisitions 
generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time.
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Once an acquisition is concluded, the proposed building project will be considered in the 
context of the capital budget available to my Department for school buildings generally.09/2012WRG0010012WRG00150

Schools Building Contractors

19/09/2012WRG0020075. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has been 
drawn to problems with employment procedures in some of the contracts awarded for school 
building projects, in particular the practice of employing workers below the REA rates and 
below the minimum wage in a school (details supplied) and the action he will take on same. 
[39579/12]

19/09/2012WRG00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The contract for the project to 
which the Deputy refers, is between the Board of Management and the main contractor. There 
is no contractual relationship between any of the sub-contractors engaged on this project and 
either my Department or the Board of Management.  In general all sub-contractors employed on 
school building projects are employed directly by the main contractor or indirectly by the main 
contractor through other sub-contractors. It is a matter for all sub-contractors to agree terms and 
conditions and a schedule of payments with the main contractor as their direct employer. 

Where issues arise in respect of the Registered Employment Agreements my Department 
is of the view that the statutory dispute investigation and resolution mechanisms provided by 
the State such as the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) and the Rights Commis-
sioner Service of the Labour Relations Commission are the appropriate means by which these 
issues should be investigated and resolved. The relevant statutory agencies already have the 
remit, resources, experience and powers in place to investigate and resolve these matters in 
the most efficient and impartial manner.  With regard to the particular school referred to by the 
Deputy, my Department has checked with the Employers Representative on the project and has 
been informed that they are not aware of any such issues having arisen.

19/09/2012WRG00350Schools Building Projects Status

19/09/2012WRG0040076. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a building project for a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the timeframe for 
completion of works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39581/12]

19/09/2012WRG00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning. The De-
sign Team are currently working on Stage 2a (Developed Sketch Design).  Due to competing 
demands on the Departments capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited fund-
ing available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demo-
graphic requirements it was not possible to include the project referred to by the Deputy in the 
5 year construction programme announced in March. School building projects, including the 
project referred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction 
programme, but which were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will 
continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further 
funds being available to the Department in future years. 
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19/09/2012WRG00550Schools Building Projects Status

19/09/2012WRG0060077. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a building project for a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the timeframe for 
completion of works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39582/12]

19/09/2012WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  
The Design Team are currently working on the Stage 2(b) submission which includes planning 
permission, Fire Cert, Disability Access Cert (DAC) and the preparation of tender documents.  
To ensure that every child has access to a school place, the delivery of projects to meet the 
increasing demographic demands will be the main focus for capital investment over the next 
5 years, particularly in those areas where it has been identified that most future demographic 
growth will be concentrated.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet those increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include the project 
referred to by the Deputy in the 5 year construction programme. Schools, including the one re-
ferred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction programme, 
but which were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be 
progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being avail-
able to my Department in future years. 

19/09/2012WRG00750Schools Building Projects Applications

19/09/2012WRG0080078. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for funding from a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the status 
of this application; when a decision will be reached; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39583/12]

19/09/2012WRG00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that my Department approved grant aid to the school to which he refers last April for 
the construction of one mainstream classroom. It is now a matter for the school authority to 
progress the project to construction and to ensure that the grant is drawn down within the period 
prescribed with the grant approval.

19/09/2012WRG00950Schools Building Projects Applications

19/09/2012WRG0100079. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary which has applied for major capital funding; 
the timeframe for completion of works; the works that have yet to be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39584/12]

19/09/2012WRG01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has applied to my Department for capital funding for a major school project involv-
ing the provision of a General Purpose Room and ancillary accommodation.  Given the current 
financial constraints within which my Department is operating, the position is that priority is 
being given to school applications for essential mainstream classroom accommodation. In this 
regard, the delivery of new schools, together with extension projects to meet the demographic 
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demand, will be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years.  The 
current status of all projects on the school building programme may be viewed on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.education.ie and this will be updated regularly throughout the year.

19/09/2012WRG01150Schools Building Projects Applications

19/09/2012WRG0120080. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for funding from a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the status 
of the application; when a decision will be reached; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39585/12]

19/09/2012WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school, referred to by the 
Deputy, has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding.  In view of the need to 
prioritise available funding for the provision of additional school accommodation, the delivery 
of major school projects required to meet future demographic demand will be the main focus 
for capital investment in the coming years.  In light of current competing demands on the De-
partment’s capital budget, it is not possible at this time to indicate when a project for the school 
in question will be progressed.

19/09/2012WRG01350Schools Building Projects Applications

19/09/2012WRG0140081. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for funding from a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the status 
of the application; when a decision will be reached; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39586/12]

19/09/2012WRG01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has no record 
of having received a recent application from the school referred to by the Deputy for capital 
funding. I wish, however, to advise the Deputy that a major building project was completed 
at the school in recent years and my Department provided funding amounting to €549,000 to 
complete the project.

19/09/2012WRH0010019/09/2012WRH00150Schools Refurbishment

19/09/2012WRH0020082. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for funding from a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the status 
of the application; when a decision will be reached; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39587/12]

19/09/2012WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that an extension/refurbishment project at the school referred to commenced on site in 
June 2011, the project is progressing well and it is envisaged that it will be completed by the 
end of this year.

19/09/2012WRH00350Teachers’ Remuneration

19/09/2012WRH0040083. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a detailed breakdown of the various allowances paid by the State in respect of the primary edu-
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cation section; the total cost of these allowances; if these allowances are covered by the Croke 
Park agreement; the number of persons that benefit from these allowances; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39611/12]

19/09/2012WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn) : The information sought by 
the Deputy is provided in the following table.  As the Deputy is aware, the Public Service 
Agreement 2010 – 2014 (Croke Park Agreement) provides that there will be no reductions in 
the pay rates of existing public servants.  A public service-wide review of allowances is taking 
place and allowances paid to teachers form only a part of the overall remit of the review.  Circu-
lar 3/2012 which is available on my Department’s website provides that, pending the outcome 
of that review, allowances are not payable to new beneficiaries; i.e. those who become eligible 
for receipt of the allowance in question on or after 1 February 2012. The only exceptions to 
this prohibition are Principal and Deputy Principal Allowances. My Department has also put 
in place limited alleviation arrangements for appointments to Assistant Principal, as an interim 
measure, pending the completion of the review.

ALLOWANCES PAID TO PRIMARY TEACHERS - 2010/11 SCHOOL YEAR

Category of Allowance Annual Cost Numbers
Qualification Allowance €140,020,630 35,013 
POR Allowance €103,290,329 14,817 
Supervision €51,858,888 1,396 
35 Year Allowance €6,008,698 2,179 
Teaching in Gaeltacht Area 
Allowance

€1,860,507 612 

Special Education Allow-
ances

€3,501,151 1,404 

Secretary Board of Manage-
ment Allowance

€1,972,353 2,509 

Secondment Allowance €1,491,251 81 
Children’s Allowance €238,370 1,299 
Island Allowance €53,366 31 
Teaching through Irish €2,604,318 1,634 

Number of Primary teachers in receipt of Allowances 2010/2011

1. Qualification allowances

Type of Allowance Grade Number in receipt
2010/11

Higher Diploma in Educa-
tion

Pass 887

Higher Diploma in Educa-
tion

Honours 726

NT – PCW Allowance n/a 2,106
Primary Degree Pass 8,685
Primary Degree Honours 19,617
Master’s Degree Pass 70
Master’s Degree Honours 2,876
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Type of Allowance Grade Number in receipt
2010/11

Doctor’s Degree n/a 46
Subtotal 35,013

2. POR allowances

Type of P.O.R. Number in receipt
2010/11

Principal 3,349
Deputy-Principal 2,862
Vice-Principal 1
Assistant-Principal 1,138
Grade A Post 3
Special Duties Teacher 7,450
Grade B Post 14
  Subtotal 14,817
*Posts held on a personal basis.

3. Supervision allowances

Number in receipt of allowance in 10/11 31,396
Annual rate of allowance €1,769
Annual rate of allowance for teachers ap-
pointed for the first time after 1January 
2011

€1,592

4. Other allowances

Type of allowance Number in receipt 
10/11

Gaeltacht Grant 612
Teaching through Irish 1,634
Island Allowance 31
Special Education Allowances 1,404
Children’s Allowance 1,299
35 Year Allowance 2,179
Secondment Allowance 81
Agreed Report – Payment to Principals who 
act as Secretaries to the Board of Manage-
ment

2,509

Subtotal 9,749
Total 90,975

19/09/2012WRH00550Adult Education

19/09/2012WRH0060084. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
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the funding of a programme (details supplied) which has announced that it is due to close on 
31 October with the loss of nine jobs due to a cessation of funding from Offaly VEC; if he will 
consider in his review the additional costs that these nine job losses will bring on the State, 
the great service that this programme has provided to the families and children of counties Of-
faly and Kildare since its establishment in 1997; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39614/12]

19/09/2012WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
My Department funds adult and community education through annual grants to Vocational 
Education Committees (VECs) which deliver these courses locally. The disbursement of funds 
is a matter for each VEC which, subject to its budget, decides the nature and extent of the adult 
and community education courses to be provided in its area. The organisation and location of 
courses are also matters for decision by the VECs.  In this case, it is a matter for Co Offaly VEC 
to make decisions on the funding of adult and community education programmes.

19/09/2012WRH00750School Management

19/09/2012WRH0080085. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39625/12]

19/09/2012WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn) : The Deputy will be aware 
that  under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is the body 
charged with the direct governance of a school and it is the Board of Management that employs 
the teachers at the school. Accordingly, whereas I provide funding and policy direction for 
schools, neither I nor the Department have legal powers to instruct schools to follow a particu-
lar course of direction with regards to individual complaint cases, or to investigate individual 
complaints except where the complaint involves a refused enrolment, expulsion or suspension, 
in accordance with Section 29 of the 1998 Education Act.

In general, the Board has the responsibility to ensure that the school operates efficiently and 
effectively, to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the safety of pupils in its care and, as 
employer, the Board also has responsibilities in relation to the action of its employees.  

In dealing with parental complaints, my Department’s role is to clarify for parents how 
their grievances and complaints against schools can be progressed.  If a parent wishes to make 
a complaint against a teacher or school they should contact the relevant school authorities. The 
complaint procedures adopted by most schools are those that have been agreed between the 
teacher unions and school management bodies. Where a parent feels that the school’s board 
of management has failed to investigate or adequately investigate their complaint, they should 
contact the Ombudsman for Children.  

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children may independently investigate complaints about 
schools recognised with the Department of Education and Skills, provided the parent has firstly 
and fully followed the school’s complaints procedures. The key criterion for any intervention 
by the Ombudsman for Children is that the action of the school has had a negative affect on 
a child. The office can be contacted at Ombudsman for Children’s Office, Millennium House, 
52-56 Great Strand Street, Dublin 1, (Ph) 1800 20 20 40 or (01) 8656800, E-mail oco@oco.ie.
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19/09/2012WRH00950Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRH0100086. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline in 
tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in his 
Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39640/12]

19/09/2012WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the following table:

MINISTER  – Private and Constituency Offices

2010 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €485,308
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE €238,465

2009 ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €437,936
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE €256,031

MINISTER OF STATE – Private and Constituency Offices

2010 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €159,460
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE €195,586

2009 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €192,425
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE €198,346

In addition, 2 Executive Officers were assigned by my Department to the offices of Mr 
Barry Andrews, T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for Children and Youth Affairs and 
of Mr John Moloney, T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for Equality, Disability Issues 
and Mental Health. Their salaries are set out below.

MINISTER OF STATE WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH AF-
FAIRS – Private Office

2010 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €39,616

2009 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €39,825

MINISTER OF STATE WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR EQUALITY, DISABILITY IS-
SUES AND MENTAL HEALTH-

 Private Office

2010 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €44,967
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2009 GROSS ANNUAL SALARY COST
PRIVATE OFFICE €47,802

The salaries paid to civil servants were in accordance with the Department of Finance salary 
scales for the relevant grades. The salaries paid to non-civil servant staff were in accordance 
with the Department of Finance Instructions relating to the Appointment of Ministerial Private 
Office Staff.

/09/2012WRH01150State Bodies Mergers

19/09/2012WRH0120087. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to merge the Forensic Science Laboratory of the Department of Justice and Equality into the 
State Laboratory and its transfer to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39387/12]

19/09/2012WRH0130088. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there 
will be significant cost savings as a result of the proposed merger of the Forensic Science Labo-
ratory of the Department of Justice and Equality into the State Laboratory and its transfer to his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39389/12]

19/09/2012WRH0140089. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
on whether the provision of a high quality, independent and seamless scientific service in the 
administration of justice will be lost by separating the Forensic Science Laboratory from the 
rest of the criminal justice system and merging it into another organisation with disparate objec-
tives, many of them unrelated to the administration of justice; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39390/12]

19/09/2012WRH0150090. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the reason for the transfer of the Forensic Science Laboratory from the Department of Justice 
and Equality to his Department; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this will hinder 
the work done by the Forensic Science Laboratory for the judicial system through the weaken-
ing of links between these agencies and the physical distance from the Criminal Courts, the 
Garda Technical Bureau and the Director of Public Prosecutions; if there is a cost factor in the 
transfer of the Forensic Science laboratory to another Department; if its independence could be 
jeopardised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39383/12]

19/09/2012WRH01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 87 to 90, inclusive, together.

The proposed measure is one of 46 critical reviews of State bodies which are being un-
dertaken as part of the Public Service Reform plan, published in November last year.  The 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is currently considering the reviews received 
by Departments.  Following this consideration, a Memorandum will be brought to Government 
highlighting the results of the review process and requesting a decision on how best to proceed 
with implementation of the rationalisation programme.

In relation to critical review No.19 of the Agency Rationalisation Programme, i.e. the re-
view of the merger of the Forensic Science Laboratory into the State Laboratory, the critical re-
view is in the process of being completed. The recommendation of the review will be submitted 
in due course to the Government for consideration as part of the Memorandum to Government 
referred to above.
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19/09/2012WRJ0010019/09/2012WRJ00150Public Sector Increment Payments

19/09/2012WRJ0020091. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide details of the number of public servants who earn the salaries (details supplied) after 1 
March 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39603/12]

19/09/2012WRJ0030093. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the in-
formation available to him regarding median and or average salaries of public sector workers 
before and since the most recent pay cut, the introduction of the pay levy and the shedding of 
public sector workers including as and of 1 March 2012; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39605/12]

19/09/2012WRJ0040094. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide details of the number of public servants who earn the salaries (details supplied) after 1 
March 2012, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39606/12]

19/09/2012WRJ00475Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 91, 93 and 94 together.

The data in the format sought by the Deputy (broken down by Vote/Department) is not 
available to my Department. The closest data currently available within the Department to 
that sought by the Deputy is the estimated breakdown of employee numbers on a whole time 
equivalent basis (based on a whole time equivalent figure of 292,000) by salary range within the 
public service post 29 February 2012 and is set out in Table 1. The impact of the Pension Re-
lated Deduction (PRD) has been estimated based on the mid point of the relevant salary range 
and is included in the Table also.

Pay Parameters Public Servants Gross salary PRD Salary after 
PRD

€0- €20,000 18,350 €17,500 €125 €17,375
€20,001 - 
€30,000

33,686 €25,000 €750 €24,250

€30,001 - 
€40,000

78,536 €35,000 €1,750 €33,250

€40,001 - 
€50,000

69,010 €45,000 €2,750 €42,250

€50,001 - 
€60,000

40,467 €55,000 €3,750 €51,250

€60,001 - 
€70,000

23,182 €65,000 €4,775 €60,225

€70,001 - 
€80,000

13,665 €75,000 €5,825 €69,175

€80,001 - 
€90,000

6,255 €85,000 €6,875 €78,125

€90,001 - 
€100,000

3,041 €95,000 €7,925 €87,075

€100,001 - 
€125,000

2,112 €112,500 €9,763 €102,738
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Pay Parameters Public Servants Gross salary PRD Salary after 
PRD

€125,001 - 
€150,000

975 €137,500 €12,388 €125,113

Over €150,000 2,721 €175,000 €16,325 €158,675
- 292,000 - - -

Based on revised estimates data for the Exchequer funded pay bill (i.e. excluding Local Au-
thorities) the estimated average salary cost of public servants (inclusive of employer’s P.R.S.I.) 
has reduced from approximately €60,000 p.a. in 2008 to €54,000 p.a. in 2012 inclusive of the 
impact of the Pension Related Deduction.  The Government adopted my proposal in June 2011 
for the introduction of:

- a general pay ceiling of €200,000  for future appointments to higher positions across the 
public service; and

- a general pay ceiling of €250,000 for future appointments to CEO posts within Commer-
cial State Companies.

Following the outcome to the referendum on remuneration for the Judiciary the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Amendment) Act, 2011 was enacted. This Act 
provided for the application of the pay reduction and the pension levy to serving members of 
the judiciary and provided for reduced remuneration rates for newly appointed members of the 
judiciary with effect from 1 January 2012. The Act also made provision to bring certain Office 
holders (Comptroller and Auditor General and Chairperson of An Bord Pleanála) within the 
public service pay ceiling and for the reduction of remuneration for future appointees as Presi-
dent and the Office of Ombudsman. This legislation also formally provided for the reduction 
in the salary rates for members of the Government. Ongoing arrangements are being made on 
an administrative basis to implement the pay ceiling for future appointments where that is ap-
propriate, for example within the Civil Service and the Heads of four Universities.  

Based on the information available within my Department, there are 20 post holders in the 
public service and 93 Academic Consultants on approved salary levels in excess of €200,000. 
There are also 10 Chief Executive Officers in the commercial state sector (my responsibility 
under legislation extends only to the remuneration of the CEOs of Commercial State Compa-
nies). Details of those on approved salaries in excess of €200,000 p.a. are set out in the follow-
ing tables. 

Post Holders with a salary above €200,000 ceiling for Public Service 

(These salary rates are not reflective of any voluntary arrangement that the individuals con-
cerned may have entered into for waiver of salary)

*Sector Organisation/
Function

Numbers Salary Rate Salary 
after PRD 

Oireachtas President 1 €325,507 €325,507**
Judiciary Chief Justice 2 €251,529 €227,168
Civil Service Secretary Gen-

eral Level II
6 €215,590 €195,003

Statutory Office 
Holders

Ombudsman 1 €206,618 €186,973
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*Sector Organisation/
Function

Numbers Salary Rate Salary 
after PRD 

Non-commer-
cial State Spon-
sored Agencies

Chief Executive 
Officer – Na-
tional Roads 
Authority

1 €257,692 €232,684

Education University 
Heads***

3 €212,755 €192,466

Education  University 
Heads***

1 €232,151 €209,825

*Salary scales above the pay ceiling for current   incumbent Academic Medical Consultants 
can be accessed at: http://hse.ie/eng/staff/Benefits_Services/pay/Payscalesjan2010.pdf.

** Pension Related Deduction does not apply to the Office of the President. However, the 
President has voluntarily gifted to the Minister for Finance under section 483 of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997, sums due in respect of his salary entitlements and in relation to his other 
pension entitlements. 

***The remuneration of appointments to the posts of University Framework Positions (5) 
made under Section 25 (5) of the Universities Act 1997 are not subject to Ministerial sanction.

CEO’s of Commercial State Companies with salary above €200,000. 

(These salary rates are not reflective of any voluntary arrangement that the individuals con-
cerned may have entered into for waiver of salary).  Employees in the Commercial State Sector 
are not subject to the Pension Related Reduction.

Name of Organisation
An Post  (€386,204)
ESB  (€295,000) ****
Coillte Teoranta (€312,061)
Bord Gais Éireann (€294,175)
Iarnród Éireann (€265,252)
Irish Aviation Authority (€258,575)
RTÉ (€250,000)
Bord na Móna (€249,692)
Eirgrid (€227,610)
VHI (€238,727) ****
**** The rates indicated in respect of ESB and VHI represent reductions of 37% and 23% 

respectively for CEO appointments made since implementation of Government Pay ceiling in 
June 2011.

The post of Dublin Airport Authority CEO is vacant at present.

19/09/2012WRJ00550Public Sector Staff Issues

19/09/2012WRJ0060092. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of public sector workers employed according to sector and or Department in the following 
years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, February 2011, and currently; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39604/12]
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19/09/2012WRJ00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The data on 
Public Service numbers sought by the Deputy is available on my Department’s website http://
databank.per.gov.ie/.  Significant progress is being made in reducing the numbers employed in 
the Public Service.  Since their peak in 2008 Public Service numbers have fallen by 28,000.

Questions Nos. 93 and 94 answered with Question 91.

19/09/2012WRJ00850Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRJ0090095. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
outline in tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers 
in his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of 
State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39645/12]

19/09/2012WRJ01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
tables set out the costs in respect of Salaries, Wages and Allowances for the Offices of each of 
the Ministers and Ministers of State for the years 2009 and 2010.

Office of the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment/Innovation

Period Salaries, Wages and Allowances
Year 2009* €1,0907,66.57
Year 2010 €882,924.40
* Includes severance pay

Office of the Minister for Labour Affairs

Period Salaries, Wages and Allowances
Year 2009 €443,734.50
Year 2010 €384,957.88
* Represents payments in respect of the period of service up to 8 March 2011 including 

severance pay

Office of the Minister for Trade and Commerce

Period Salaries, Wages and Allowances
Year 2009* €504,449.73
Year 2010 €435,114.23
* Includes severance pay

Office of the Minister for Science, Technology and Innovation

Period Salaries, Wages and Allowances
Year 2009* €546,044.35
Year 2010 €436,715.12
* Includes severance pay

19/09/2012WRJ01050Social Welfare Benefits Applications

19/09/2012WRJ0110096. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for family income supplement in 2009, 2010, 
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2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; 
the number of successful appeals per year; and the number of outstanding applications and ap-
peals. [39401/12]

19/09/2012WRJ0120097. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for family income supplement applications in 2009, 
2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 and the average waiting times for appeals in those years and to 
date in 2012. [39402/12]

19/09/2012WRJ0130098. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for illness benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39403/12]

19/09/2012WRJ0140099. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for illness benefit applications in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 
to date in 2012 and the average waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39404/12]

19/09/2012WRJ01500100. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for invalidity pension in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39405/12]

19/09/2012WRJ01600101. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for invalidity pension applications in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39406/12]

19/09/2012WRJ01700102. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the blind pension in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39407/12]

19/09/2012WRJ01800103. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for blind pension applications in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39408/12]

19/09/2012WRJ01900104. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the injury benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39409/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02000105. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for injury benefit applications in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39410/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02100106. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for disablement benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 
to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39411/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02200107. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
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tabular form, the average waiting times for disablement benefit applications in 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 
2012. [39412/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02300108. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for partial capacity benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011, 
and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the 
number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. 
[39413/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02400109. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for partial capacity benefit applications in 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 
2012. [39414/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02500110. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for domiciliary care allowance in 2009, 2010, 
2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; 
the number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and ap-
peals. [39415/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02600111. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for domiciliary care allowance applications in 2009, 
2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date 
in 2012. [39416/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02700112. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for jobseeker’s benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39417/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02800113. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for jobseeker’s benefit applications in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39418/12]

19/09/2012WRJ02900114. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for jobseeker’s allowance in 2009, 2010, 2011, 
and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the 
number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. 
[39419/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03000115. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for jobseeker’s allowance applications in 2009, 2010, 
2011 and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 
2012. [39420/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03100116. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for carer’s allowance in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39421/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03200117. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for carer’s allowance applications in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
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[39422/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03300118. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for carer’s benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39423/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03400119. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for carer’s benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. [39424/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03500120. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the half rate carer’s allowance in 2009, 2010, 
2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; 
the number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and ap-
peals. [39425/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03600121. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for half rate carer’s allowance in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39426/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03700122. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for one parent family payment in 2009, 2010, 
2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; 
the number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and ap-
peals. [39427/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03800123. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for one parent family payment in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39428/12]

19/09/2012WRJ03900124. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the health and safety benefit in 2009, 2010, 
2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; 
the number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and ap-
peals. [39429/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04000125. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for the health and safety benefit in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39430/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04100126. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the back to work enterprise allowance in 2009, 
2010, 2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per 
year; the number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and 
appeals. [39431/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04200127. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for the back to work enterprise allowance in 2009, 
2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date 
in 2012. [39432/12]
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19/09/2012WRJ04300128. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the farm assist in 2009, 2010, 2011, and to 
date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per year; the number of 
successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and appeals. [39433/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04400129. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for the farm assist in 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 
2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. [39434/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04500130. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the total amount of applications for the back to education allowance in 2009, 
2010, 2011, and to date in 2012; the number of rejections per year; the number of appeals per 
year; the number of successful appeals per year and the number of outstanding applications and 
appeals. [39435/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04600131. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form, the average waiting times for the back to education allowance in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and to date in 2012 and the total waiting times for appeals in those years and to date in 2012. 
[39436/12]

19/09/2012WRJ04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
96 to 131, inclusive, together.

The Deputy has requested a large amount of material. I am sorry it is not possible to pro-
vide this information today. However, I will be in touch with the Deputy as soon as the reply is 
complete.

19/09/2012WRO00100Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

19/09/2012WRO00200132. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing domiciliary care application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. 
[39516/12]

19/09/2012WRO00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received on the 17th July 2012.  This application was referred to one 
of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible for 
DCA.  A letter issued on the 13th September 2012 refusing the application.  

Question No. 133 withdrawn.

19/09/2012WRP0010019/09/2012WRP00150Redundancy Payments

19/09/2012WRP00200134. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if redundancy pay-
ments will issue without delay to the former employees of a company (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39530/12]

19/09/2012WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): To date, on-line applications for 
redundancy lump sums have been received in respect of 24 former employees of the company 
concerned.  Signed forms are awaited in these cases.   Claims are expected in respect of the 
other employees.   Claims are processed in the order in which they are received.  Once signed 
applications are received, following their on-line submission, it is expected that payments will 
issue in a number of weeks.
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19/09/2012WRP00350Carer’s Allowance Applications

19/09/2012WRP00400135. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39536/12]

19/09/2012WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is 
in receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question. The application 
is currently with a deciding officer for a means assessment and a full decision. The application 
will be processed as quickly as possible and when a decision is made the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome.

19/09/2012WRP00575Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

19/09/2012WRP00600136. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39538/12]

19/09/2012WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The age limit for receipt of domi-
ciliary care allowance (DCA) is 16 years.  As the child in question is now over 16 years of age, 
DCA is no longer payable.  However persons over the age of 16 years can apply for disability 
allowance in their own right.

19/09/2012WRP00750Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

19/09/2012WRP00800137. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
claim for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; when this 
claim will go into payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39540/12]

19/09/2012WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 15th  
August 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
received, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

19/09/2012WRQ0010019/09/2012WRQ00150National Internship Scheme Administration

19/09/2012WRQ00200138. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection her future plans for 
the JobBridge programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39562/12]

19/09/2012WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The National Internship Scheme 
provides internship opportunities of either 6 or 9 months for unemployed individuals in receipt 
of a Live Claim, in organizations in the private, public, community and voluntary sectors; at 
present it is limited to individuals who are in receipt of a Live Claim (Jobseekers Allowance/
Jobseekers Benefit/One Parent Family Payment/Disability Allowance) or are signing on for 
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credits for at least 3 of the last 6 months (78 Days).

JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme came into operation on 1 July 2011.  A total 
of10,108 internships have commenced to date with 4,798 participants currently on an internship 
as at 13 September 2012 and over 2,056 opportunities presently advertised on www.JobBridge.
ie.  Our records indicate that almost 38% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge 
have progressed into employment immediately on completion of their internship placements.  
This represents very significant progress in a short period of time as well as comparing very 
favourably with European averages.  However it is important to note that this does not take into 
account of interns who may have secured employment in the subsequent weeks or months after 
completing their internship.  Further information on outcomes will be ascertained as a result of 
the forthcoming formal evaluation of JobBridge

This independent evaluation of the Scheme is being undertaken at the moment by Indecon 
International Economic Consultants.  This evaluation will assess the design, delivery and im-
pact of the JobBridge Scheme, it will provide details of the nature of the work experience of the 
participants; a measurement of the relevance of that experience to the labour market and pro-
gression into employment.  The report to be published later this year it will also present recom-
mendations on how the Scheme might be improved.  It is at this stage that further consideration 
will be given to amending the terms and conditions of the scheme.

19/09/2012WRQ00350Family Income Supplement Eligibility

19/09/2012WRQ00362139. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
family income supplement for working one parent families adversely affected by her budget 
cuts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39570/12]

19/09/2012WRQ00375Minister for Social Protection(Deputy Joan Burton): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) payment is designed to provide income for employees with families who are on low earn-
ings. Expenditure on FIS for 2011 was of the order of €204 million in respect of some 29,000 
families. 

The payment preserves the incentive to remain in employment in circumstances where the 
employee might only be marginally better off than if he/she was unemployed and claiming 
other social welfare payments.  To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in 
insurable employment which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a 
minimum of 38 hours per fortnight or 19 hours per week.  The applicant must also have at least 
one qualified child who normally resides with - or is in a family which is supported by - him/
her.  Furthermore, the average family income must be below a specified amount which varies 
according to the number of qualified children in the family.

An integral part of the FIS scheme is that once the level of payment is determined, it con-
tinues to be payable at that rate for a period of 52 weeks, provided that the person remains in 
full-time employment.  The rate of payment may be increased if an additional child is born in 
the course of the 52 weeks.  On the other hand, the rate of payment will not change if there is 
an increase or decrease in the recipient’s earnings.  A key advantage of this approach, which is 
unique to the FIS scheme, is that claimants can be certain that they will receive a guaranteed 
level of income support throughout the period.   This certainty is important to the success of 
the scheme as it provides a real incentive to workers with families to avail of employment op-
portunities. 

However, once the 52 week period has expired, customers are invited to re-apply.  If at that 
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stage they continue to satisfy the basic qualifying conditions their up-to-date family income will 
be assessed for FIS purposes and a change in rate will be approved if appropriate.  Accordingly 
where customers have had their overall family income reduced as a result of any reduction in 
One Parent Family Payment (OPFP) their FIS entitlement will be adjusted to reflect any income 
changes at this annual FIS review.  I have no plans at present to change these arrangements. 

19/09/2012WRQ00450Pension Provisions

19/09/2012WRQ00500140. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will justify the ra-
tionale of restructuring contributory state pensions in Budget 2012, which discriminate against 
women who took time out of the workforce to rear their children and will have the effect 
of reducing the average annual contributions by €1,000 per year, causing immense hardship. 
[39580/12]

19/09/2012WRQ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The sustainability of pensions into 
the future is important given the changing demographics, the increased numbers of those over 
65 and increased longevity and reduced dependency ratio.  Because the State pension is a very 
valuable benefit it is important to ensure that those qualifying have made a sustained contribu-
tion to the Social Insurance Fund over their working lives.  That is why there have been a num-
ber of changes to State Pension, including the move to 520 paid contributions from April 2012 
as one of the qualifying conditions for State pension. 

People who leave the workplace for homemaking/caring purposes can, if eligible, avail of 
the homemakers scheme which helps to provide a higher rate of pension for those who meet the 
qualifying conditions.   

It is important in assessing any rates of payment that we focus on the real impact of social 
welfare payments.  In this regard, it should be noted that older people do not experience the 
levels of poverty that existed in the past.  This can be clearly seen in a wide range of data such as 
the significant reduction in the ‘risk of poverty’ rate from 27.1% in 2004 to 9.6% in 2010.  The 
consistent poverty rate over the same period also declined from 3.9% to 0.9%.  If one examines 
deprivation rates from a gender perspective, it can be seen that in 2009, the deprivation rate of 
older men at 7.6% was lower than the deprivation rate of older women at 11.1%.  However, in 
2010 this pattern has reversed and the data now shows us that older women suffer lower rates 
of deprivation at 6.9% compared to 11.8% for older men.

Women who do not qualify for a pension or are affected by other changes to State pension 
may, if their spouse is in receipt of a State pension contributory, receive a qualified adult pay-
ment at a higher rate where they satisfy a means test.  A State pension non-contributory, which 
is a means tested payment, may also be payable. 

The Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund shows that, notwithstanding the changes 
in the contribution rules and associated rates of payment introduced in September 2012, those 
with lower earnings and those with short contribution histories can fare better than those with 
full contribution histories, which is of particular importance to women.  The report also shows 
that the Fund provides better value to female than to male contributors.  

19/09/2012WRQ00650Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRQ00700141. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in her 
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Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State in 
her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39647/12]

19/09/2012WRQ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  Details of the gross annual salary 
costs in respect of the Ministerial private and constituency offices for 2009 and 2010 are set out 
in the following table.  The totals show the annualised salary costs of the staffing levels as they 
stood on 1 September in each of the years in question.  There is no Minister of State attached to 
the Department at present nor was there during the years in question.

Salary Cost as at 01/09/2009 €
Constituency Office 247,866.47
Private Office 413,022.45
Total Cost 660,888.92
Salary Cost as at 01/09/2010 €
Constituency Office 235,069.06
Private Office 359,571.29
Total Cost 594,640.35

19/09/2012WRR0010019/09/2012WRR00150National Monuments

19/09/2012WRR00200142. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his plans 
to preserve, protect and develop the historical 1916 site at Moore Street, Dublin 1; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39543/12]

19/09/2012WRR00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The landown-
er’s application for consent under the National Monuments Acts to proposals for the provision 
of a commemorative centre to the 1916 Rising in the national monument buildings in Moore 
Street is being examined in my Department.  As part of the consent process, in accordance with 
the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment of Proposed Demolition of National 
Monuments) Regulations 2012, the applicant has been asked by my Department to submit an 
environmental impact statement in relation to any elements of the proposal that would involve 
demolition works. Following receipt of the environmental impact statement, and having com-
pleted the prescribed consultation procedures, I will undertake a formal environmental impact 
assessment before making a decision on the consent application.

19/09/2012WRR00350Commemorative Events

19/09/2012WRR00400143. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
events planned to date to commemorate the 1913 lockout; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39610/12]

19/09/2012WRR00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In the con-
text of the Government’s commemoration programme to mark significant centenaries during 
the decade 2012-2022, the programme for 2013 is currently under development. Arrangements 
in hand seek to address the organisation of the labour movement and the Lockout, as well as 
social history such as the suffrage movement and housing conditions. Initiatives under consid-
eration include community and academic events. The Deputy will appreciate that the extent of 
public funding will, of course, be contingent on the outcome of the Estimates process. 
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19/09/2012WRR00550Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRR00600144. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
outline in tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers 
in his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of 
State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39637/12]

19/09/2012WRR00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The details 
requested by the Deputy in respect of the annual salary costs relating to my own private and 
constituency offices, and those of Minister of State Dinny McGinley, T.D., are set out in the 
table below.  The Deputy will note that the details provided relate to the period since my ap-
pointment as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the appointment of Minister of 
State Dinny McGinley in March 2011. As the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
was established on 2   June 2011, there are no comparative figures available for 2009 and 2010.

 Office Annual salary costs as at 
September 2011

Annual salary costs as at 
September 2012

Minister’s Private Office €211,727 €199,024
Minister’s Constituency Of-
fice

€161,108 €141,296

Minister of State’s Private 
Office

€112,688 €118,598

Minister of State’s Constitu-
ency Office

€153,358 €134,939

19/09/2012WRR00750Energy Schemes

19/09/2012WRR00800145. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the situation facing residents in an estate (details 
supplied) in County Louth; if the development received funding from Sustainable Energy Ire-
land; the amount of funding that was provided; if he has taken any steps to re-coup any of this 
money; if he has been in contact with the local authority or other stakeholders in relation to the 
situation at this estate; if he will intervene in this situation on behalf of local residents; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39515/12]

19/09/2012WRR00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I am advised by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) that Carlinn Hall develop-
ment project originally received grant approval in 2007 for funding of up to €1.14 million under 
the House of Tomorrow Programme.  The objective of the Programme was to realise higher en-
ergy efficiency standards in new housing, and underpin the move to a 40% mandatory standard, 
thus reducing energy usage and lowering CO2 emissions.

Funding was paid on the basis of certified and receipted eligible expenditure. Grant aid of 
€400,000 was paid to Carlinn Hall in 2008, in addition to €16,000 for a Feasibility Study earlier 
that year.  Site visits were undertaken to visibly inspect and to ensure the specifications were 
being adhered to, and that all features were included as required under the terms of the contract.  
The SEAI paid out on eligible expenditure only and no further payments were issued as there 
was no further expenditure on energy related features on the site.  The remaining grant offer 
(€741,200) was revoked in November 2009 as no further payment requested were lodged with 
the SEAI.

While it is regrettable that occupancy of the development is currently low, the fact that the 
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remaining properties are back on the market will hopefully mean that families will ultimately 
benefit from the superior design and energy performance features.

19/09/2012WRR00950Bioenergy Ireland

19/09/2012WRR01000146. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the establishment of BioEnergy Ireland; and its plans 
for an annual 14,700 hectare afforestation programme. [39377/12]

19/09/2012WRR01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In the context of the NewERA plan within the Programme for Government, the Government 
commits to an ambitious strategy of accelerating the development of Ireland’s forestry and 
bioenergy resources, including the establishment of Bioenergy Ireland.  The Government has 
established the NewERA shareholder executive as a business unit within the NTMA.  Its func-
tions include the corporate governance from a shareholder perspective of a number of commer-
cial State companies including Bord na Móna and Coillte. 

The Government is also progressing a programme of State asset disposals, including con-
sideration of the sale of certain Coillte assets (excluding the sale of land), which is likely to 
include sale of harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests.  Work is currently underway, with advice 
from NewERA, on considering how to structure such a sale transaction, which includes con-
sideration of the implications of such a potential sale for the future role and structure of Coillte.

My Department, along with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland is currently finalising a Bioenergy Strategy, which will 
be published in the coming months.  This will set out in detail the actions required to optimise 
the potential of Ireland’s bioenergy resources and how these resources can contribute to Ire-
land’s renewable energy targets for 2020.  The establishment of Bioenergy Ireland will have 
regard to the outcome of these processes.

19/09/2012WRR01150Broadband Services Provision

19/09/2012WRR01200147. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will upgrade the inferior broadband in Ballydesmond to uncongested high 
speed broadband (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39553/12]

19/09/2012WRR01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August, aims to radically 
change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target 
date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and busi-
nesses as possible.   The National Broadband Plan for Ireland commits to high speed broadband 
availability across the country – specifically:

- 70Mbps – 100Mbps will be available from the commercial market operators to more than 
half of the population by 2015;

- At least 40Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, to at least a further 20% (and potentially 
as much as 35%) of the population during the lifetime of the Government; and 

-A minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country, also during 
the lifetime of the Government.
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During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators 
indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population 
by 2015.  The areas to be provided with those services will be determined by the commercial 
market operators.  One of the first steps in delivering on the 30Mbps and 40Mbps commitments 
will be the completion of a formal national mapping exercise to determine the exact position in 
relation to commercial service providers’ existing and planned broadband services throughout 
the country.  Preparatory work has commenced within my Department to expedite this mapping 
exercise.

The mapping exercise will identify the areas of the country where there is market failure in 
the provision of high speed broadband services.  It will also identify where the market is ex-
pected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years.  Until 
that process is complete, the precise areas of the country which will require State intervention 
will not be known.  I would reiterate however, that the Government remains committed to the 
delivery of the speeds referred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including areas such 
as Ballydesmond, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.

19/09/2012WRR01350Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRR01400148. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will outline in tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency 
offices of Ministers in his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures 
for any Ministers of State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39638/12]

19/09/2012WRR01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the Tables below. The Amounts shown 
includes allowances, over-time and employers PRSI.

Minister’s Office

Year Private Office Constituency Office
2009 €425,301 €110,451
2010 €498,386 €109,131

Minister of State’s Office

Year Private Office Constituency Office
2009 €220,716 €13,253
2010 €189,245 -

Ministers of State assigned to my Department during May 2009 to March 2011 did not 
operate a Constituency Office from my Department and therefore the costs are confined to the 
Private Office.

19/09/2012WRR01550Local Authority Housing Rents

19/09/2012WRR01600149. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a local authority is permitted by law to take foster care allowance into ac-
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count as means for rent calculation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39535/12]

19/09/2012WRR01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Questio n No. 1132 of 18 September 
2012 which sets out the position in this matter.   

19/09/2012WRS0010019/09/2012WRS00150Local Authority Housing Mortgages

19/09/2012WRS00200150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to a practice that couples who are divorced 
and separated and entering a new relationship are being barred from obtaining a local author-
ity house purchase loan or mortgage in the grounds that such loans are exclusive to first time 
buyers; if he recognises that such persons in a new relationship under equality law should be 
regarded as first time buyers notwithstanding the fact that they may have had a mortgage previ-
ously from a local authority in a previous relationship; if he will address this issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39374/12]

19/09/2012WRS00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): One of the conditions applying to the availability of local 
authority mortgages is that the applicant be a first time buyer. Provisions regarding the applica-
tion of stamp duty and the definition of a first time buyer for the purposes of stamp duty are set 
out in the Stamp Duties Acts, which fall within the remit of the Minister for Finance.

19/09/2012WRS00350Tenant Purchase Scheme Applications

19/09/2012WRS00400151. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to replace the local authority tenant purchase scheme with a new 
scheme from 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39382/12]

19/09/2012WRS00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Arrangements for the winding down of the 1995 Tenant 
Purchase Scheme were communicated to local authorities on 6 June 2012 in Housing Circular 
23/2012 - Termination of the 1995 Tenant Purchase scheme. Under the arrangements local 
authorities may accept applications to purchase under this scheme up until 31 December 2012.

Separate provisions are in place under Part 3 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 
2009 providing for Incremental Purchase in respect of newly-built houses reserved by hous-
ing authorities for the purpose. Regulations to implement the Incremental Purchase Scheme 
for new houses were made in June 2010. This incremental purchase scheme is available to all 
housing authorities.

It is intended to introduce legislation to underpin a new scheme for the sale of existing lo-
cal authority houses to tenants on incremental purchase principles. The new scheme will be a 
discount scheme based on household income that enables the State to share in the profits from 
resale during the 20 to 30 year period for which the house is subject to an incremental purchase 
charge.  The proposed scheme will mean that tenants will have the option of buying the house 
they currently occupy under the incremental purchase model. It is envisaged that this scheme 
will be in place from 1 July 2013, subject to the necessary legislation being enacted .   
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19/09/2012WRS00550Mortgage Arrears Report Implementation

19/09/2012WRS00600152. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans in place to implement the findings of the Keane report on mortgage 
to rent, where private mortgage holders who are at risk of losing their home can give up owner-
ship of their homes to local authorities and become tenants; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39400/12]

19/09/2012WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears, the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis 
in February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a 
significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the fam-
ily remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in 
turn rent it to the original owners.

Householders seeking to avail of the mortgage to rent scheme must:  have had their mort-
gage deemed unsustainable under a Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process as provided for under 
the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears; agree to a voluntary repossession of 
their home; be eligible for social housing support; and not have significant positive equity in 
the property.   

Limits on household income, property value and applicant assets also apply. Borrowers 
wishing to avail of this scheme may access further information on the Housing Agency website, 
www.housing.ie.  More than sixty cases are currently being processed under this scheme.   

19/09/2012WRS00750Local Drugs Task Forces Funding

19/09/2012WRS00800153. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to ensure the retention into the future of the vital estate management 
projects in Fettercairn and Killinarden, Dublin 24; if he will appreciate the importance of these 
projects to the local communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39542/12]

19/09/2012WRS00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The projects concerned operated as mainstreamed drugs 
projects under my Department’s Housing programme. Following significant reductions in the 
funding available to support these projects in 2012 my Department, exceptionally,  provided 
pro rata funding to support the projects until end June 2012 only.

Following a consultation process, South Dublin County Council identified interim funding 
to maintain the projects during the second half of 2012 . The funding was identified on a part-
nership basis between the Council and the Tallaght Local Drugs Task Force. The Council has 
advised that this funding represents a once-off contribution and will allow the projects to con-
tinue while the report of my colleague, the Minister of State with responsibility for the National 
Drugs Strategy, on the review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and 
national level is finalised. It is understood that this report , which is expected shortly, will con-
sider how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with regard 
to local and regional drugs task forces.

The provision of funding by South Dublin County Council to end 2012 has also allowed the 
projects additional time to explore alternative funding mechanisms and to identify resources 
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to deliver on the overall objectives of the projects beyond 2012, including through alternative 
service delivery models. 

19/09/2012WRS00950Septic Tank Registration Scheme

19/09/2012WRS01000154. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of pesons who have registered their waste water systems under 
the Water Services Act 2012 broken down by county; the estimated total number of such sys-
tems in each county; the percentage registered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39556/12]

19/09/2012WRS01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question Nos. 47, 50 and 76 of 18 September 2012. As of yesterday, 
applications in respect of the on-site waste water treatment systems of some 46,860 owners, 
who have registered on-line, by post or in person at their local authority offices, have been 
processed. I understand that  a further 29,500 owners have submitted registration applications 
which are yet to be processed by the bureau operated by the Local Government Management 
Agency.  The additional information sought in the Question is set out in the following table. 

Water Services Au-
thority 

Estimated total num-
ber of on-site waste 
water treatment 
systems 

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systems   reg-
istered 

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systems   regis-
tered as a percentage 
of the estimated total 
number 

Carlow County 
Council 

7190 590 8% 

Cavan County Coun-
cil 

14477 1547 11% 

Clare County Coun-
cil 

19769 2393 12% 

Cork City Council 586 64 11% 
Cork County Coun-
cil 

57993 5145 9% 

Donegal County 
Council 

32955 1959 6% 

Dublin City Council 2718 20 1% 
Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown County 
Council 

1928 207 11% 

Fingal County Coun-
cil 

5213 395 8% 

Galway City Council 1145 88 8% 
Galway County 
Council 

42161 3407 8% 

Kerry County Coun-
cil 

28277 4022 14% 

Kildare County 
Council 

16795 1480 9% 
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Water Services Au-
thority 

Estimated total num-
ber of on-site waste 
water treatment 
systems 

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systems   reg-
istered 

Number of on-site 
waste water treat-
ment systems   regis-
tered as a percentage 
of the estimated total 
number 

Kilkenny County 
Council 

15368 1567 10% 

Laois County Coun-
cil 

11309 942 8% 

Leitrim County 
Council 

7005 658 9% 

Limerick City Coun-
cil 

420 39 9% 

Limerick County 
Council 

24207 2079 9% 

Longford County 
Council 

7556 581 8% 

Louth County Coun-
cil 

11633 885 8% 

Mayo County Coun-
cil 

26659 2495 9% 

Meath County Coun-
cil 

21687 2482 11% 

Monaghan County 
Council 

12065 936 8% 

North Tipperary 
County Council 

12342 1275 10% 

Offaly County Coun-
cil 

11170 912 8% 

Roscommon County 
Council 

14297 1354 9% 

Sligo County Coun-
cil 

11192 1097 10% 

South Dublin County 
Council 

2266 140 6% 

South Tipperary 
County Council 

14442 977 7% 

Waterford City 
Council 

488 80 16% 

Waterford County 
Council 

11466 940 8% 

Westmeath County 
Council 

12165 1004 8% 

Wexford County 
Council 

26267 3209 12% 

Wicklow County 
Council 

12070 1889 16% 
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19/09/2012WRS01150Electoral Divisions Report

19/09/2012WRS01200155. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any previous Dáil constituency configurations involved a constituency 
comprising the entirety or parts of four counties as proposed in the recent Boundary Report for 
a new constituency South Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim and West/South Cavan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39558/12]

19/09/2012WRS01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Thirteen pieces of legislation have been enacted since 1923 which define Dáil constitu-
ency boundaries. None of the Dáil constituencies specified in the relevant Electoral Acts com-
prise all or parts of four counties.

19/09/2012WRS01350Compulsory Purchase Orders

19/09/2012WRS01400156. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the information kept by his Department in respect of compulsory purchase by lo-
cal authorities; if there are any reporting requirements for local authorities regarding the terms 
of price paid, and the way price was reached; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39602/12]

19/09/2012WRS01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The legislation governing compulsory land acquisition by 
local authorities provides for the payment of compensation for lands acquired by them on the 
authorisation of a duly confirmed CPO. The amount of compensation payable by local authori-
ties for land acquired by them is solely a matter for negotiation between the landowner and the 
local authority concerned. In the event of dispute, either party may refer the case for arbitration.

The functions in relation to the determination of compulsory purchase orders transferred 
to An Bord Pleanála with effect from January 2001 under the Planning and Development Act 
2000. I have no function in relation to the making or confirmation of compulsory purchase or-
ders and my Department does not collect information regarding the exercise of such powers by 
relevant authorities.

19/09/2012WRS01550Pyrite Remediation Programme Issues

19/09/2012WRS01600157. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the steps he will take to deal with the fact that banks have been shown to be 
refusing mortgages to persons because of pyrite being present in particular estates and not the 
specific property, and insurance companies who are refusing cover even when remedial works 
have been carried out. [39617/12]

19/09/2012WRS01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Pyrite Panel considered the matter of how banks, mortgage providers and insurance 
companies were dealing with pyrite problems. Its report contains a number of carefully con-
sidered and well founded recommendations on how those bodies should now address pyrite 
issues. While my Department has no regulatory oversight for those areas it will, however, be 
working with the appropriate regulatory bodies and industry to advance the recommendations 
in the report.
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I expect all parties, including the banks, mortgage providers and insurance companies, who 
have a role to play in advancing solutions for homeowners to face up to their responsibilities 
and work with me in implementing the recommendations in the pyrite report. 

19/09/2012WRT0010019/09/2012WRT00150Leader Programmes Funding

19/09/2012WRT00200158. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be paid a Leader grant 
approved to them by MFG; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39618/12]

19/09/2012WRT00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta (MFG), the group contracted by my Department to de-
liver Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) in Gaeltacht Areas, 
went into liquidation on 7   September 2011. The legal process of winding up the company and 
the subsequent implications for the contractual arrangements between both my Department and 
MFG and between funding beneficiaries and MFG have proven very complex. As a result it has 
taken some time to reach a satisfactory solution that both supports the delivery of the LEADER 
elements of the RDP going forward and provides an acceptable system to address projects   such 
as the one referred to in the Question.

However, I can now confirm that contract papers recently issued to Comhar Na nÓileain 
Teoranta in respect of the provision of Rural Development Programme services in Gaeltacht 
areas previously contracted to M FG for County Galway. In this context Comhar Na nÓileain 
will be in contact with RDP promoters shortly with regard to carrying out the necessary next 
steps to progress projects to completion.

19/09/2012WRT00350Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRT00400159. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline in tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constitu-
ency offices of Ministers in his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures 
for any Ministers of State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39641/12]

19/09/2012WRT00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is set out in the tables:   

Year Minister’s Office Private Office Salary 
Costs 

Constituency Office 
Salary Costs 

2009 J Gormley * €839,682.95 €259,863.39 
2010 J Gormley * €825,877.86 €210,117.24 
* Figure for Minister Gormley’s Private Office in 2009 and 2010 includes a Programme 

Manager who was based in the Department of the Taoiseach.   

Year Ministers of State’s 
Office  

Private Office Salary 
Costs ** 

Constituency Office 
Salary Costs

2009 (Pre 22 April) M. Kitt €94,440.44 €84,418.88 
2009 M. Finneran €332,610.18 €163,934.53 
2010 M. Finneran €309,210.63 €176,494.32 



Questions - Written Answers

200

** Figure include s cost of Civilian Drivers for each office for each year.   

No staff were assigned to the offices of former Ministers of State Cuffe, Hoctor and Brady.   

19/09/2012WRT00550Commercial Rent Reviews

19/09/2012WRT00600160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
a matter (details supplied) regarding upward only rent reviews; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39442/12]

19/09/2012WRT00700171. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality having seen the 
evidence and effect of upward only rental difficulties in the commercial rental sector throughout 
the country for the past number of years, if he will consider setting up a body to which such 
disputes could be referred, structured along the lines of the Small Claims Court or the Labour 
Court with a view to allowing access for both the landlord and the tenant to seek an accessible 
and inexpensive resolution by way of arbitration in view of the on-going difficulties that con-
tinue to present in this connection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39588/12]

19/09/2012WRT00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 160 and 171 together.

Section 132 of the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 prohibits upward only 
rent reviews in respect of leases entered into on or after 28 February 2010.  Following extensive 
consideration of this matter, the Government announced in December last that it had decided 
not to proceed with legislation to abolish upward only rent reviews in existing commercial 
leases, i.e., those entered into prior to 28 February 2010.  There was a substantial concern that 
any legislative scheme involving interference in the contractual relationships of private parties 
would find it extremely difficult to survive a Constitutional challenge.  In addition, the Gov-
ernment was advised that any model proposed would require the payment of compensation to 
landlords whose rights were infringed in order to ensure that the proposal would be compatible 
with the Constitution and with the European Convention on Human Rights.  The Government 
was strongly of the view that payment of compensation to landlords in such circumstances 
could not be justified in the current economic climate.

While legislative intervention may not be feasible, the Minister for Finance has outlined the 
role which NAMA can play in dealing with the problems caused by upward only rent reviews 
which apply to NAMA properties.  NAMA has published its policy guidance which will inform 
the approach to be taken where relevant tenants are experiencing difficulties in paying rents.  
Where there is a failure to reach agreement on revised contracts the policy guidance provides an 
opportunity for NAMA to approve rent reductions where it can be shown that rents are in excess 
of market levels, and that the viability of the tenant is threatened.  The policy also provides for 
the appointment of an independent valuer to ascertain current market rent.  Where a tenant is 
not getting satisfaction he or she can contact NAMA directly.

There are no plans to establish an Arbitration Tribunal to deal exclusively with rent review 
disputes.   However, there is a rent review arbitration code in being which was drawn up by a 
group of experts whose membership was drawn from all stakeholders in the commercial prop-
erty arena.  The code provides a mechanism to deal with the resolution of rent review disputes 
in the commercial property sector.  A particular feature of the code is that it contains detailed 
provisions dealing with the production of comparative evidence in relation to property transac-
tions.  It also places a firm duty on all parties to disclose all relevant information which is in 
their possession.   As matters stand, parties are free to specify that this code should apply in rela-
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tion to rent review arbitrations and I would encourage all parties to make use of its provisions.

19/09/2012WRT00850Garda Deployment

19/09/2012WRT00900161. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
there is a variance in the numbers of stationed gardaí per capita across Garda districts; his 
views on whether there has been a significant and consistent failure to take population growth 
trends into account when policing plans have been prepared and that this is the primary reason 
that there is a large variance in Garda resources around the country; if he will confirm that popu-
lation growth trends have been taken into account for the current policing plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39449/12]

19/09/2012WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the Garda Síochána and the Minister has no direct role or function in that 
matter.  In drawing up arrangements for the policing of the State each year the Commissioner 
and his senior management team take all relevant factors into account, including population, 
the geography of the areas to be policed, crime levels and trends, and policing priorities.  The 
objective is to ensure that optimum use is made of Garda resources and the most effective polic-
ing service is provided to the public.

19/09/2012WRT01050State Bodies Mergers

19/09/2012WRT01100162. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Forensic 
Science Laboratory underwent any external reviews of its functions and staffing levels in re-
cent years; if the proposed merger into the State Laboratory emerged as an option or a desired 
outcome from any of these reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39388/12]

19/09/2012WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to refer the Deputy to 
the following reports which were prepared during the last decade:

- The Kopp Report (Review of Resource Needs in the Forensic Science Laboratory and 
the Wider Scientific Context in Ireland) [http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Kopp_Review  
]; and

 - The Law Reform Commission’s Report on the Establishment of a DNA Database [http://
www.lawreform.ie/_fileupload/Reports/rDNADatabase.pdf  ]

Neither of the above mentioned reports make any reference to a merger of the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory with another body.

19/09/2012WRT01250Property Services Regulation

19/09/2012WRT01300163. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if additional time 
will be given to small auctioneering firms to conclude existing business to meet with the re-
quirements of the PSRA in view of the fact that the July deadline causes difficulties in areas 
such as the collection of payments for the leasing of lands where traditionally payments fall due 
in November or December; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39529/12]

19/09/2012WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Property Services (Regu-



Questions - Written Answers

202

lation) Act 2011 repealed the Auctioneers and House Agents Acts 1947 to 1973 which previ-
ously governed the licensing of auctioneers and house agents. The new legislation provides for 
the establishment of the Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA) to licence, control and 
regulate Property Service Providers (i.e. auctioneers/estate agents, letting agents and manage-
ment agents). The new PSRA licensing system came into effect on 6 July 2012. The date of 6 
July was chosen because, since 1947 when the licensing of auctioneers and house agents was 
first introduced, licences fell due for renewal annually on 6 July.

Under the 2011 Act, any person wishing to engage in the provision of property services 
must obtain a licence from the PSRA. A person providing a property service without a licence 
is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a class A fine or imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding 12 months or both, or on conviction on indictment to a fine or imprison-
ment for a term not exceeding 5 years or both.  A comprehensive Guide to Becoming a Licensed 
Property Services Provider was published in June 2012 and sent to every person holding a li-
cence under the Auctioneers and House Agents Acts 1947 to 1973. This guide is also available 
on the Authority’s website, www.psr.ie.

At present the PSRA is engaged in the processing of some 5,000 licence applications. To 
date all applications have been acknowledged. Transitional provisions under the 2011 Act pro-
vide that applicants, which would include small auctioneering firms, who have applied for a 
licence from the PSRA before 6 July 2012 and who previously held a licence under the Auc-
tioneers and House Agents Acts, can continue to provide the property service concerned until 
their licence application has been determined. Such applicants have been advised accordingly 
by the Authority.

19/09/2012WRT01450Garda Reserve

19/09/2012WRT01500164. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider the 
creation of a service medal for members of the Garda Reserve similar to that currently awarded 
to members of the Army and Naval Reserves; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39549/12]

19/09/2012WRT01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
provides for the establishment of the Garda Reserve. The first intake to the Garda Reserve in 
Templemore Garda College was on 30 September 2006. Members of the Garda Reserve pro-
vide invaluable services to the organisation and its current strength is just over 900.  I would 
like to place on record my appreciation of the members of the Reserve who give their time on 
a voluntary basis and for their ongoing commitment to the Garda Síochána.   Service medals 
are not awarded to members of the full time force and as such the award of service medals to 
Reserve Gardaí does not arise. 

19/09/2012WRT01650International Agreements

19/09/2012WRT01700165. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects the 
Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, 
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography to be ratified; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39554/12]

19/09/2012WRT01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The criminal law elements 
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, 
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography have largely been implemented by the Child Traf-
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ficking and Pornography Act 1998 and the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008.  Leg-
islative proposals to enhance the protection of children against sexual abuse and exploitation, 
including exploitation through prostitution and child pornography, are at an advanced stage of 
preparation in my Department.  These measures will facilitate full compliance with the criminal 
law provisions of a number of international legal instruments, including outstanding require-
ments in the Optional Protocol, and an EU Directive adopted in December, 2010. I expect to 
bring these legislative proposals to Government in the coming months.  The Optional Protocol 
will be ratified as soon as practicable after outstanding legislation has been enacted.

19/09/2012WRU0010019/09/2012WRU00150Proposed Legislation

19/09/2012WRU00200166. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans in rela-
tion to the introduction of the gaming Bill; the matters that will be dealt with in the Bill; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39566/12]

19/09/2012WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may recall my 
announcement in September 2011 that the Government had approved my proposals for new 
legislation on the regulation of gambling.  Work has been underway in my Department since 
then on the preparation of the Heads of a Bill. I expect I will be in a position to bring the Heads 
to Government later this term for its approval and agreement to proceed to formal drafting.

The proposed new legislation will establish a new and comprehensive regulatory system 
for both betting and gaming under the collective term ‘gambling’. The Deputy might wish to 
note that gaming includes lotteries other than the National Lottery. The new system will replace 
the arrangements currently in place under the Betting Act 1931 and the Gaming and Lotteries 
Act 1956; both Acts, as amended, are to be repealed by the new legislation.  The Bill will, for 
the first time, set up a licensing system for small to medium sized casinos. It will also cover all 
forms of remote gambling, including gambling by telephone or on-line. 

I have prioritised the need for effective safeguards and as a result the new legislation will 
contain numerous measures to protect consumers, in particular those persons who are vulner-
able because they are young or have addiction or other difficulties.   In line with the Govern-
ment’s decision, all regulatory functions, including licensing and compliance activities, will be 
brought together under the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

I believe we now have an opportunity to frame a regulatory system appropriate to modern 
circumstances and it is clear to me that this opportunity should be used to maximum effect. I 
will therefore be open to proposals that will improve on the Heads and will be proposing to the 
Government that the Heads should be made available on my Department’s website when they 
have been approved and while drafting is under way. This will allow interested parties to learn 
about the Government’s overall position. It will also enable them to draw attention to issues that 
may need further consideration before a Bill is finalised.

19/09/2012WRU00350Ministerial Appointments

19/09/2012WRU00400167. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ar-
range the issue of a certificate to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [39568/12]

19/09/2012WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Peace Commissioners are ap-
pointed under section 88 of the Courts of Justice Act, 1924. On the date of their appointment, 
Peace Commissioners are issued with a Warrant of Appointment which is signed and sealed by 
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the Minister for Justice and Equality.  As such Warrants are considered to be a unique docu-
ment, it is not the practice to issue copies or replace those which have been lost or otherwise 
mislaid. In this case I have instructed my officials to write to the individual concerned to con-
firm his appointment to the Office of Peace Commissioner and to explain the situation regarding 
replacement documents.

19/09/2012WRU00550Citizenship Applications

19/09/2012WRU00600168. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the effect of 
motoring offences on an application for naturalisation including minor parking offences; if such 
offences permanently act as a barrier to securing naturalisation in the long term; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39571/12]

19/09/2012WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain statutory conditions are ful-
filled. One such condition is that I must be satisfied that the applicant is of good character. 

In relation to the good character requirement, a background check is carried out by the Gar-
da National Immigration Bureau in respect of all applicants. Where an applicant has come to the 
attention of the Gardaí, a report is referred to INIS, and the details of that report are considered 
in full. It would be neither possible nor appropriate for me to indicate how specific offences 
will be considered in any future application as each case is considered by me on its individual 
merits and while it is neither possible or appropriate given the wide range of possibilities to be 
more specific, normally a very minor motoring offence of itself would not lead to a refusal on 
character grounds. In relation to more serious motoring offences, clearly, the longer the period 
of time during which no further offences occur the better the prospects of a positive decision in 
a future application. 

19/09/2012WRU00750Garda Retirements

19/09/2012WRU00800169. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Gardaí by rank who have retired to date in 2012; the number of gardaí by rank who have ap-
plied to retire before the end of 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39572/12]

19/09/2012WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the number of Gardaí, by rank, who have left the force this year up to 31 August 
and who have declared their intention to leave from 1 September to 31 December is as set out 
in the table:

2012 Com D/Com A/Com C/Supt Supt Insp Sgt Gda Total
Jan 1 3 6 27 37
Feb 1 5 14 12 66 131 229
Mar 3 10 13
April 2 8 10
May 3 9 12
June 1 2 3 10 16
July 2 3 14 19
Aug 1 5 10 16
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2012 Com D/Com A/Com C/Supt Supt Insp Sgt Gda Total
Sept 1 1 6 14 22
Oct 6 14 20
Nov 1 4 5
Dec 2 2
Total 0  0 1 5 17 21 104 253 401

It should be noted that this figure includes 26 members who are no longer in the force for 
reasons other than retirement.

19/09/2012WRU00950Garda Operations

19/09/2012WRU01000170. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on Garda Operation Pier; the number of persons arrested and charged to date; the number 
of successful convictions obtained to date; if this operation is still active; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39573/12]

19/09/2012WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda authorities have in 
place a range of measures designed to address problems of anti-social behaviour and crime in 
Dublin city centre.  Incidents of public disorder and other anti-social behaviour are dealt with 
by way of juvenile or adult caution, fixed charge penalty notice or by initiating criminal pro-
ceedings. 

Operation Pier commenced in 2008 within the Pearse Street Garda Sub-District and was set 
up in response to complaints of anti-social behaviour in the south quays area of Dublin City 
Centre.  The operation involved the designation of certain areas as “hotspots” for such anti-
social behaviour and the provision of additional high visibility patrols, including regular patrols 
by uniform and plain clothes units, including the Community Policing and Garda Mountain 
Bike Units and local Detective and Drug Unit personnel.  

While the specific operation referred to by the Deputy is not currently active, local Garda 
management continue to take targeted measures to deal with the types of behaviour in question 
and monitor the allocation of resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other 
operational strategies in place, working closely with business and other organisations based in 
the area.  I can assure the Deputy that I am in regular contact with the Garda Commissioner on 
all aspects of policing in the city centre with a view to ensuring that the streets are safe for all. 

The information in relation to the number of arrests, charges and convictions under Opera-
tion Pier is not readily available and would require a disproportionate amount of Garda time 
and resources to compile. 

Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 160.

19/09/2012WRU01250Human Trafficking

19/09/2012WRU01300172. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which trafficking in women, children and juveniles has been identified throughout the country 
over the past five years on an annual basis, affecting both the national and non-national popula-
tion; if any particular statistics have arisen which might require specific attention; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [39589/12]

19/09/2012WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Criminal Law (Human 
Trafficking) Act 2008 came into effect on 7 June 2008, there are no recorded figures for victims 
of human trafficking prior to this date.  Between 7 June and 31 December 2008, 36 alleged 
victims of human trafficking were encountered by An Garda Síochána.  No further breakdown 
of the 2008 figures is available.  

On 1 January 2009, the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of my Department initiated a data 
collection strategy for the purpose of gaining a more in-depth understanding of the nature and 
extent of human trafficking in Ireland.  To date, annual reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011 have 
been published and are available from Ireland’s dedicated anti-human trafficking website, www.
blueblindfold.gov.ie  , in addition to my Department’s website.  The demographic information 
regarding reported human trafficking for the years 2009, 2010 and 2011 is set out as follows.

Table: 2009

Gender Irish nationals Foreign nationals
Adult female 0 46
Adult male 0 3
Child female 0 11
Child male 0 6
Total 0 66

2010

Gender Irish nationals Foreign nationals
Adult female 0 48
Adult male 0 11
Child female 2 11
Child male 4 2
Total 6 72

2011

Gender Irish nationals Foreign nationals
Adult female 0 39
Adult male 0 5
Child female 4 5
Child male 2 2
Total 6 51
Note: Section 1 of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 defines a ‘child’ as a 

person under 18 years of age.  The term ‘juvenile’ is not used in the legislation.

Between 1 January and 17 September 2012, 18 trafficking related investigations involving 
22 alleged victims were commenced by An Garda Síochána.   3 of the alleged victims are Irish 
nationals, 12 are female and 6 are children.  A more detailed breakdown of these figures will be 
available in the 2012 Annual Report which will be published next year.  
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The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of my Department and An Garda Síochána are continu-
ally vigilant for any emerging trends relating to human trafficking and maintain a dialogue on 
this matter with the relevant State agencies and non-governmental organisations working in this 
area.

19/09/2012WRU01450Criminal Prosecutions

19/09/2012WRU01500173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of prosecutions taken in respect of the trafficking of women, children and or juveniles in each 
of the past five years to date; the outcome of such prosecutions; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39590/12]

19/09/2012WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Law (Human 
Trafficking) Act 2008 came into effect on 7th June 2008 and an Anti-Human Trafficking Unit 
was also established in my Department in that year.   On 1 January 2009, the Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Unit of my Department initiated a data collection strategy for the purpose of gaining a 
more in-depth understanding of the nature and extent of human trafficking in Ireland.  To date, 
annual reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011 have been published and are available from Ireland’s 
dedicated anti-human trafficking website, www.blueblindfold.gov.ie, in addition to my Depart-
ment’s website. 

These Annual Reports outline the number of convictions in each year in respect of offences 
under the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 and in respect of convictions for other 
offences related to human trafficking. It is important to note that convictions occurring in any 
calendar year may be the result of prosecutions initiated in previous calendar years. For the 
purpose of clarity the convictions recorded, as outlined in these Annual Reports, for the period 
2009 to 2012 are set out in the following table. 

Year Act Accused Charges Sentence
2009 Child Traffick-

ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998 
and Common 
Law Offences

Adult male Possession of 
Child Pornog-
raphy.  Solicit-
ing another 
to commit an 
offence contrary 
to Section 3 of 
the Child Traf-
ficking Act 1998 
(Child Traffick-
ing and taking 
etc. child for 
sexual exploita-
tion)

6 years impris-
onment.

2009/10 Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998

Adult male Incitement to 
traffick a mi-
nor for sexual 
exploitation and 
incitement to the 
possession of 
child pornogra-
phy.

6 years impris-
onment and Post 
Release Super-
vision Order for 
20 years.
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Year Act Accused Charges Sentence
2010 Criminal Law 

(Human Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2008

Adult male Recruitment and 
trafficking of a 
minor.

3 years impris-
onment (sus-
pended). Placed 
on the Sex Of-
fenders Register 
for 5 years and 
entered into a 
bond to be of 
good behaviour 
for a period of 3 
years.

2010 Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998

Adult male Sexual exploita-
tion of a child.

Eight month 
imprisonment 
(suspended).

2010 Child Traffick-
ing and Por-
nography Act, 
1998Criminal 
Law (Rape)
(Amendment) 
Act, 1990

Adult male Recruitment and 
trafficking of a 
minor for sexual 
exploitation and 
production of 
child pornogra-
phy.

10 years impris-
onment. Placed 
on Sex Offend-
ers Register 
for life. Post 
Release Super-
vision Order for 
15 years.

2011 Criminal Law 
(Human Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2008

Adult male Recruitment and 
trafficking of a 
minor for sexual 
exploitation.

3 years impris-
onment

2011 Child Traffick-
ing and Pornog-
raphy Act, 1998 
[see end note}

Adult female Controlling and 
sexually exploit-
ing a minor for 
the purposes of 
prostitution.

4 years impris-
onment (final 
two years sus-
pended).

2011 Child Traffick-
ing & Pornogra-
phy Act, 1998

Adult male Controlling and 
sexually exploit-
ing of a minor 
for the purposes 
of creating child 
pornography.

Fine of €100.

2011 Criminal Law 
(Sexual Offenc-
es) Act, 1993

Adult male Controlling/or-
ganising pros-
titution (female 
adult victim)

2½ years impris-
onment (final 
fifteen months 
suspended).

2012 Criminal Law 
(Human Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2008

Adult female Controlling and 
sexually exploit-
ing a minor for 
the purpose of 
creating child 
pornography.

3 years impris-
onment
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Year Act Accused Charges Sentence
2012 Illegal Immi-

grants (Traf-
ficking) Act, 
2000Criminal 
Law (Sexual 
Offences) Act, 
1993

Adult Female Trafficking of a 
female minor il-
legal immigrant 
and controlling/
directing prosti-
tution 

3 years impris-
onment

Note: As amended by Section 6 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Amendment Act 
2007 as substituted by Section 3(2) of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008.

In addition, in 2009, as a result of interstate cooperation between the Romanian and Irish 
authorities, 3 persons were prosecuted in Romania for trafficking related offences committed 
in Ireland. This resulted in convictions and sentencing of the three individuals to periods of 
imprisonment of seven years, five years and five years.

Seven further prosecutions relating to human trafficking have been initiated in 2012. Pros-
ecutions under Section 3 of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 are being taken in 
all seven cases and prosecutions under Section 2 of the Criminal Law (Rape) Amendment Act 
1990 are additionally being taken in two of the cases. All seven prosecutions involve victims 
who are children.

19/09/2012WRV0010019/09/2012WRV00150Witness Intimidation

19/09/2012WRV00200174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which organised criminal activity continues to impact on crime prevention with particular refer-
ence to the intimidation of witnesses and or jurors or others; the extent to which prosecutions 
have been taken to address such issues in each of the past three years to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39591/12]

19/09/2012WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
there is in place a significant body of legislation underpinning the work of  An Garda Síochána 
in targeting serious and organised crime.  Included in this legislative framework is provision for 
an offence relating to intimidation of witnesses and jurors. 

Section 41 of the Criminal Justice Act 1999 makes it an offence to harm or threaten, menace 
or in any other way intimidate or put in fear a person who is assisting in  the investigation by 
An Garda Síochána of an offence or a witness or potential witness or a juror or potential juror 
in proceedings for an offence, or a member of his or her family, with the intention to obstruct, 
pervert or interfere with an investigation or the course of justice. 

In 2009, with the introduction of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009, the penalty 
upon conviction on indictment for this offence was increased to a fine or imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 15 years or both.  The following table shows the position with regard to the 
number of proceedings commenced and convictions secured for offences under section 41 of 
the 1999 Act for the period 2009 to 2012. 

Year Proceedings Convictions *
2012 (to date) 3 0
2011 56 7
2010 43 12
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Year Proceedings Convictions *
2009 31 12

*Figures are provisional and may change in light of the outcome of court proceedings   
  I can assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána will continue to rigorously pursue those involved in all forms of criminal activity and in doing so will enforce the provisions of the law relating to any evidence of witness and/or jury intimidation.

*Figures are provisional and may change in light of the outcome of court proceedings.

  I can assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána will continue to rigorously pursue those in-
volved in all forms of criminal activity and in doing so will enforce the provisions of the law 
relating to any evidence of witness and/or jury intimidation.

19/09/2012WRV00350Crime Levels

19/09/2012WRV00400175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which any increase in violent crime resulting in death or serious injury continues to be moni-
tored by him with a view to identifying possible contributory factors and addressing any issues 
arising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39592/12]

19/09/2012WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While I share the Deputy’s 
concerns about violent crime, it is important to note the latest crime statistics show a reduction 
in most categories of recorded crime including homicide, sexual offences, assault and public 
order offences.  As the Deputy will appreciate, violent crime manifests itself in a number of dif-
ferent ways, and An Garda Síochána analyses and addresses each using appropriately targeted 
measures.  In particular, the Policing Plan for 2012 includes as a strategic goal the objective of 
confronting serious crime in all its forms, including crimes against the person as well as organ-
ised and violent crime. 

The Gardaí employ multi-disciplinary, intelligence-led approaches to ensure the activities 
and resources of individuals and groups involved in all criminal enterprises, including armed 
and other violent crime, are effectively targeted.   At the present time, the Garda authorities have 
in place a number of intelligence led operations focusing on violent organised crime groups, as 
a direct result of which a number of individuals are before the courts charged with serious of-
fences, up to and including murder.

Violent crime also manifests itself in the context of public disorder and street violence, often 
associated with excessive drinking.  The Gardaí proactively target areas which are ‘hotspots’ 
for such criminality and take appropriate action, using the strong legal powers available to them 
under the Public Order Acts and the Intoxicating Liquor Acts.  Dealing with the violence that 
arises from excessive drinking is not simply about policing, however, and requires actions by 
parents, by educators and by those who sell alcohol, not only in public houses, but right across 
the retail sector.  For my part I intend to work to improve our regulatory framework with a view 
to curbing the level of excessive drinking. 

I am in regular contact with the Garda Commissioner who is in a position to advise me in 
relation to An Garda Síochána’s expert analysis of the crime problems faced in our society and 
will respond appropriately to any issues which the Commissioner might bring to my attention.

19/09/2012WRV00550Garda Station Closures

19/09/2012WRV00600176. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
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which he has received communication from the Garda authorities relating to possible closure 
of any further Garda stations throughout the country; if it is intended to have due regard for the 
ever pressing need to maintain a strong and visible Garda presence in both urban and rural areas 
thereby presenting a deterrent to those involved in crime at whatever level; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39593/12]

19/09/2012WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Each year by the end of Octo-
ber the Commissioner prepares a Policing Plan for the coming year.  In preparing the Policing 
Plan, the Commissioner reviews all aspects of the Garda Síochána’s policing model, including 
the deployment of personnel, the utilisation of modern technologies and the operation of Garda 
stations, both in terms of opening hours and possible closures.  The policing plan for 2013 has 
not yet been submitted, and it would be premature to speculate as to what specific measures 
it may contain, but I expect that it will address the further rationalisation of the Garda station 
network. 

19/09/2012WRV00750Garda Strength

19/09/2012WRV00800177. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
strength of An Garda Siochana, at all ranks, male and female; the extent to which it is expected 
to maintain present levels of policing and strength even in the current difficult economic cir-
cumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39594/12]

19/09/2012WRV00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that as of 31 July 2012, the break down of An Garda Síochána, by rank and gender, 
was as set out in the following table.  These resources are augmented with 911 Garda Reserves 
and over 2,000 civilians.

Rank Male Female
Commissioner 1 0
Deputy Commissioner 1 1
Assistant Commissioner 9 0
Chief Superintendent 37 4
Superintendent 141 15
Inspector 246 21
Sergeant 1650 285
Garda 8090 3046

As the Deputy will be aware, public expenditure must be reduced to a sustainable level.  
This means, among other things, reducing expenditure on public service pay, whether by reduc-
ing headcount or otherwise.  This is particularly so in those public service bodies where pay 
forms an especially large part of overall expenditure, such as the Garda Síochána where 90% 
of expenditure is on pay and pensions.  The current and projected Garda budgets will therefore 
necessitate a significant reduction in Garda expenditure.  This will undoubtedly require further 
reductions in Garda numbers.  This has been well known for some time, dating right back to 
when the last Government was in office and the question of exact level of the reductions re-
quired will depend on the potential for alternative savings which could mitigate the scale of 
the reduction in head count required.  In this context, the Department of Justice and Equality is 
engaging in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on this matter 
and it would not be appropriate to comment further on this at this point in time.
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19/09/2012WRV00950Garda Communications

19/09/2012WRV01000178. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree to 
which modern technology has been made available to all Garda stations throughout the country; 
the number, if any, of such stations in urban and rural areas still awaiting such provision; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39595/12]

19/09/2012WRV01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Garda au-
thorities that there are 424 Garda network locations in the country and they have also indicated 
that the current arrangements meet their requirements.  The extension of the Garda network to 
additional locations is reviewed on an ongoing basis in the light of operational demands.  Con-
siderable resources are required to link stations to the Garda network and all non-networked 
stations have secure voice communications to a networked station.  

The networked locations account for approx 90% of all incidents recorded on PULSE, 
which is complemented by the Garda Information Services Centre in Castlebar where details 
of incidents are phoned in by investigating members attached to networked and non-networked 
stations.  In addition, the Deputy will be aware that the nationwide delivery of the National 
Digital Radio Service to the Garda Síochána was completed in 2011.  Building on the delivery 
of this service, the Garda Síochána are pursuing further  opportunities to enhance their com-
munications systems, including an expansion of Computer Aided Dispatch systems to all Garda 
Regions.   

19/09/2012WRV01150Garda Deployment

19/09/2012WRV01200179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satis-
fied regarding the availability of the necessary number of personnel to provide adequate police 
cover in all areas throughout the country without exception; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39596/12]

19/09/2012WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that, as of 31 July 2012, the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána was 13,547.  
These resources are augmented by 911 Garda Reserves and over 2,000 civilian staff.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

The Garda Commissioner is also committed to introducing reforms and efficiencies in the 
Garda Síochána with the objective of continuing to deliver an effective policing service within 
current budgetary constraints, such as the development of new Garda rosters and the rationali-
sation of Garda Districts and the Garda station network. 

19/09/2012WRV01350Prison Education Service

19/09/2012WRV01400180. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of prisoners who have unsuccessfully applied for educational and or training position places in 
each of the past three years to date; the degree of emphasis placed on the need for rehabilitative 
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opportunities particularly for first time prisoners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39597/12]

19/09/2012WRV01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The statistics requested are 
not readily available and would require a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time 
and effort that could not be justified where there are other significant demands on resources.  
As I have said before in response to previous Questions, the Irish Prison Service provides a 
wide range of  rehabilitative programmes that include education, vocational training, health-
care, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual services.  These programmes 
are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use the services. 

On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of the ser-
vices available in the prison.  At this point prisoners may be referred to services or they can self 
refer at a later date.  Where Governors consider, on the information available, that a prisoner 
needs a particular intervention they will initiate a referral.  Programmes are available to all pris-
oners but some programmes may not be suitable for prisoners on shorter sentences.

Organised Crime

19/09/2012WRV01600181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which feuding between criminal gangs continues to be monitored by the gardaí with a view to 
intervention and prosecution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39598/12]

19/09/2012WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Policing Plan of An Garda 
Síochána for the year 2012 sets out the continued commitment of An Garda Síochána to pro-
actively target groups and individuals engaged in criminal activity, including organised crimi-
nal activities.  In targeting such activity An Garda Síochána continue to develop and implement 
strategies to dismantle and disrupt criminal networks, utilising advanced analytical and intel-
ligence methods to facilitate targeted operations and enable early intervention and prevention 
of such crimes. 

I am assured by the Garda authorities that members of An Garda Síochána are utilising all 
available legislation to target organised criminal activity including the provisions contained in 
the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009.  I am also informed that since enactment of the 
legislation on 23 July 2009, the legislation has been used on 175 occasions where arrests have 
been made relating to organised crime.  

Up to the 31 August 2012, eight individuals have been charged under the legislation, six for 
offences relating to participating or contributing to organised crime and two for directing the 
activities of a criminal organisation.  In February this year, the two persons charged with an of-
fence of directing the activities of a criminal organisation pleaded guilty to the lesser charge of 
participation and were both sentenced to 9 years imprisonment.  

In addition, arising from the arrests made under this legislation, other charges have been 
preferred for a range of offences including firearms offences; sale and supply of drugs and drug 
trafficking; violent disorder; demanding money with menaces and threats to kill.  I can assure 
the Deputy that the activities of organised criminal gangs, including the interactions between 
them, continues to be monitored appropriately by An Garda Síóchána. 
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19/09/2012WRW0010019/09/2012WRW00150Garda Retirements

19/09/2012WRW00200182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total num-
ber of Gardaí, male and female that have retired in each of the past three years to date; the extent 
to which redeployment or replacement has taken place to fill any emerging vacancies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39599/12]

19/09/2012WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The total number of retire-
ments in An Garda Síochána in 2009, 2010, 2011 and this year up to 31 August is as set out in 
the following table:

Year Voluntary Compulsory Medical Dis-
charge

*CNER

2009 719 3 9 n/a
2010 353 9 16 1
2011 428 8 6 2
2012 322 2 4 2

   *Cost Neutral Early Retirement  

*As of the 31 July 2012, the latest date for which figures are readily available, there were 
13,547 Gardaí,  just over 900 Reserve Gardaí and over 2,000 civilian staff in the Garda Síochá-
na.  With the exception of recruitment to the Garda Reserve which is of a voluntary nature, the 
moratorium on recruitment still applies to the Garda Síochána. Notwithstanding this, there have 
been a number of supervisory and senior management appointments in the Garda Síochána, in-
cluding 51 in 2012 at Assistant Commissioner, Chief Superintendent and Superintendent levels, 
to ensure the supervisory and management capacity of the  force is maintained. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public. 

19/09/2012WRW00350Crime Statistics

19/09/2012WRW00400183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the number of crimes committed by prisoners while on bail continues to be monitored on 
an ongoing basis; the degree to which such incidents can be minimised with particular reference 
to serious criminality; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39600/12]

19/09/2012WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While figures available from 
the Central Statistics Office show some reduction in recent years in the number of recorded 
crimes where the suspected offenders were on bail, I share the public concern about the extent 
to which offences continue to be committed by persons on bail.

As the Deputy will be aware, the criminal law takes a serious view of offences committed 
by persons on bail.  Section 11 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 provides that any sentence of 
imprisonment passed on a person for an offence committed while on bail must be consecutive 
on any sentence passed on him or her for a previous offence, or on the sentence last due to ex-
pire, if more than one is being served. It also provides that the fact that an offence was commit-
ted while on bail must be treated as an aggravating factor at sentencing and that the court shall 
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impose a sentence that is greater than that which would have been imposed otherwise, unless 
there are exceptional circumstances.

A decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only 
to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of its judicial functions. There is a 
constitutional presumption in favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent 
until proven guilty. The provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict 
the extent to which the right to bail can be limited.

Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially 
only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses. The 
Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, 
provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where it is reasonably 
considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that person. 

In addition, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, 
provides that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall 
not commit an offence while on bail.   I believe that bail law must be continually reviewed to 
ensure that all possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the commission of crime, 
particularly serious crime, by persons on bail.  Accordingly, my Department has been engaged 
in work to consolidate and update bail law with a view to presenting a clear, accessible and 
modern statement of the law. In the context of that modernisation of the law, I will be seeking 
to restructure the law so that it has a focus on the protection of the individual and of the public. 
My intention is that the new proposals will provide better guidance to the courts on how such 
protection might be provided. I am also taking the opportunity to introduce some general im-
provements to bail law to improve the overall working of the bail system.  I will bring proposals 
to Government on the matter in the near future.

19/09/2012WRW00550Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRW00600184. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in his 
Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39646/12]

19/09/2012WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Mr. Dermot Ahern served as 
Minister in my Department during the years in question.  The staffing of his Private and Con-
stituency offices for the years 2009 and 2010, and the salary ranges of the staff concerned, was 
as follows:

Private Office Salary (as of December 2009)
1 Private Secretary €35,132 - €62,210 + appropriate Private 

Secretary allowance
0.5 Executive Officer €30,566 - €48,504
2.5 Executive Officers €32,179 - €51,054
3 Clerical Officers €24,397 - €39,558
2 Special Advisors €86,168 - €106,582
Constituency Office
3 Clerical Officers €24,397 - €39,558
1 Clerical Officer €23,174 - €37,584
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Private Office Salary (as of December 2009)
1 Personal Assistant €46,558 - €59,097
1 Personal Secretary €30,566 - €48,504

Private Office Salary (as of December 2010)
1 Private Secretary €33,247 - €58,294 + appropriate Private 

Secretary allowance
3 Executive Officers €30,516 - €47,975
3 Clerical Officers €23,177 - €37,341
2 Special Advisors €80,051 - €98,424
Constituency Office
3 Clerical Officers €23,177 - €37,341
1 Clerical Officer €22,015 - €35,515
1 Personal Assistant €43,816 - €55,415
1 Personal Secretary €29,024 - €45,616

 
 During the periods in question, 4 Ministers of State have held office in my Department. However, with the exception of Minister of State, Mr Conor Lenihan, their offices were staffed in their entirety by other Departments.  The staffing of the Private and Constituency offices of Mr Conor Lenihan when he ceased office in this Department in April 2009 and the salary ranges of the staff concerned, was as follows:

Private Office Salary (as of April 2009)
1 Private Secretary €49,379 - €61,082 + appropriate Private 

Secretary allowance
1 Executive Officer €32,179 - €51,054
2 Clerical Officers €24,397 - €39,558
Constituency Office
1 Executive Officer €30,566 - €48,504
2 Clerical Officers €24,397 - €39,558
1 Personal Assistant €46,558 - €59,097
1 Personal Secretary One point scale €44,316

19/09/2012WRW00750Garda Station Closures

19/09/2012WRW00800185. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will clarify 
the issue regarding the closure of Garda stations; the role the Office of Public Works has in 
closures; if the decision comes from Department of Justice and Equality or if any report on the 
condition of station is first sought from the OPW; specifically in relation to Whitehall Garda 
Station, Dublin recently closed, if he will outline the considerable refurbishment project done 
in recent years; the cost of same when completed; if the long term need of the station was not 
determined at that stage; the plans now for this recently refurbished building; if he will examine 
internal procedures to avoid waste in future in order that buildings will not have resources spent 
on them and be closed as soon as project is completed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39663/12]

19/09/2012WRW00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with Section 22 
of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner must each year prepare a policing 
plan setting out the proposed arrangements for the policing of the State for the following year, 
including any proposal to cease stationing members in a Garda station.

With regard to Whitehall station, the Deputy will be aware that this was one of a number of 
stations where closure was proposed by the Commissioner in the Garda Policing Plan for 2012.  
In that context the position is that, in making his recommendations on the closure of each Garda 
station, the Commissioner reviewed all aspects of An Garda Síochána’s policing model, includ-
ing the deployment of personnel, the utilisation of modern technologies and the operation of 
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Garda stations, both in terms of opening hours and possible closures. In addition, I am advised  
by the Garda authorities that all Divisional Officers were asked to assess the level of activity in 
each Garda Station in their area. It must be stressed that the key objective of any station closure 
is to promote the more efficient and effective deployment of resources rather than secure mod-
est cash savings.

The Deputy will be aware that the Whitehall Garda station premises forms part of the port-
folio of State properties owned and maintained by the Office of Public Works and  I am advised 
that they have previously undertaken maintenance works at the station with a view to securing 
the overall fabric of the building.  Expenditure on the relevant refurbishment works was under-
taken from the Vote of the Office of Public Works.  The question of the possible future use of 
the property is also a matter for the Office of Public Works and I understand that they are open 
to proposals as to how best to utilise the premises.

19/09/2012WRW00950EU Battlegroups

19/09/2012WRW01000186. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Defence the military equipment the EU 
Battlegroups will have. [39632/12]

19/09/2012WRW01100187. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Defence the cost of training the EU Battle-
groups before they form. [39633/12]

19/09/2012WRW01200188. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Defence in view of the projected cost, 
€10.7 million, of the EU Battlegroups is based on an estimate of 120 days if activated, the cost 
to the tax payer if the battlegroups exceed this period. [39634/12]

19/09/2012WRW01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186 to 188, 
inclusive, together.

Ireland is currently participating in the Austro-German led Battlegroup, which will be on 
stand-by until 31 December 2012. In 2010, the then Government approved Ireland’s participa-
tion in this Battlegroup. The other members of the Austro-German Battlegroup are Austria, Ger-
many, Czech Republic, Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). 
Our contribution is a Reconnaissance Company together with staff posts at both the Operational 
and Force Headquarters amounting to approximately 175 personnel. During the standby period 
one officer has been deployed to the Battlegroup Headquarters in Ulm, Germany. This officer is 
engaged in training and planning activities.

Ireland has previously participated in the Nordic Battlegroup in 2008 and 2011.  The other 
members of the Nordic Battlegroup were Sweden, acting as Framework Nation, Finland, Nor-
way, Estonia and Croatia (2011 only).  Any decision by Ireland to participate in a specific 
Battlegroup operation is subject to our national sovereign decision-making procedures - “Triple 
Lock”, i.e. UN mandate, Government and Dáil approval.

The capabilities and the requisite high-end equipment in respect of Ireland’s contributions 
to the Battlegroups already reside within the Defence Forces.  No military equipment has been 
purchased specifically for EU Battlegroups.  Training of the manoeuvre elements of the Austro-
German Battlegroup took place in the contributing Member States - Irish troops were trained 
in Ireland.  Unlike the Nordic Battlegroup, there were no joint field exercises or manoeuvre 
training with other elements in the Austro-German Battlegroup.  Battlegroup training in Ireland 
is part and parcel of the overall programme of training for rapid deployment elements of the 
Defence Forces for overseas operations and, in the case of the current Battlegroup, comprises 
mainly the standard training of reconnaissance formations.  As such, any additional training 
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costs are marginal.

Under the Battlegroup Concept, Battlegroups are designed to be operational within 5-10 
days of approval from the Council of the European Union and must be sustainable for at least 
30 days which could be extended to 120 days, if resupplied.  Based on previous deployments, 
the current estimated additional cost for a maximum 120 day Battlegroup deployment is €10.7 
million (excluding allowances and ammunition which are generally already provided for in 
the Defence Vote).  This cost will arise in 2012 only if the Battlegroup is actually deployed.  
There are no proposals under consideration at this time for the deployment of the Austro/Ger-
man Battlegroup.  Additional costs if the Battlegroup is deployed for a period of longer than 4 
months should not arise as the Battlegroup concept only allows for a deployment of 120 days.  

19/09/2012WRW01350Departmental Expenditure

19/09/2012WRW01400189. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Defence the percentage of his Depart-
ment’s budget which has already been spent. [39635/12]

19/09/2012WRW01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The gross total allocated for Defence related 
expenditure (including Army Pensions) in 2012 was €902m. At the end of August 2012, gross 
expenditure was in the order of 65% of the total allocation. 

19/09/2012WRX0010019/09/2012WRX00150Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRX00200190. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular format 
the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in his Department in 
each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State in his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39639/12]

19/09/2012WRX00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The information requested by the Deputy, 
is set out in the following tables:

Minister for Defence, Mr. Willie O’Dea, T.D. 1st January 2009 to 31st December 2009.

Offices Salary Cost 2009 (inc ER PRSI)
Special Advisors €219,487
Minister for Defence Private Office €207,218
Minister for Defence Constituency Office €296,895

Minister for Defence, Mr. Willie O’Dea, T.D., 1st January to 18 February 2010

Minister for Defence, Mr. Tony Killeen, T.D., 23rd March to 31st December 2010

Minister of State, Mr. Pat Carey, T.D. 1st January 2009 to 31st December 2009.

Office Salary Cost 2009 (inc ER PRSI)
Minister of State Private Office €106,714
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Minister of State, Mr. Pat Carey, T.D., 
Minister of State, Mr. John Curran, T.D., 

1st January 2010 to 22nd March 2010
23rd March 2010 to 31st December 2010

Office Salary Cost 2010 (inc ER PRSI)
Minister of State Private Office €72,386

The Minister of State at the Departments of the Taoiseach and Defence does not have a 
constituency office at the Department of Defence.

19/09/2012WRX00350Single Payment Scheme Payments

19/09/2012WRX00400191. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; the reason a portion has been withheld; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39534/12]

19/09/2012WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Outstanding 
issues relating to the 2011 single payment application from the person concerned have recently 
been resolved, thereby allowing the remainder of the payment due to issue directly to the nomi-
nated bank account on 13th September 2012.

19/09/2012WRX00550Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRX00600192. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
outline in tabular form the annual salary costs for the private and constituency offices of Minis-
ters in his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figure for any Ministers of 
State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39636/12]

19/09/2012WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, I have detailed in the tables the salary costs in relation to the Minister 
and Ministers of State in my Department for the years 2009 and 2010.

Minister Smith

Office 2009 2010
Private €462,238.68 €460,171.37
Constituency €247,331.09 €241,314.28

Minister of State Sargent

Office 2009 Salary up to 23/02/2010
Private €257,667.93 €50,390.37
Constituency €176,354.62 €22,541.35
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Minister of State Killeen

Office 2009 Salary up to 23/02/2010
Private €143,377.63 €31,751.80
Constituency €160,497.15 €35,493.24

Minister of State Connick

Office 2009 Salary from 23/03/2010 to 
31/12/2010

Private N/A €105,809.30
Constituency N/A €110,717.18

19/09/2012WRX00750United Nations Conventions

19/09/2012WRX00800193. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he ex-
pects the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography to be ratified; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39555/12]

19/09/2012WRX00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is my stated 
intention to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography in due course follow-
ing full consideration of the content of the Protocol with my colleague Minister for Justice and 
Equality, Alan Shatter.  I recently discussed the issue of ratification of this Protocol in a meeting 
with UN Special Representative on Violence Against Children which took place in my Depart-
ment on 11th June last, during the Special Representative’s official visit to Ireland. We agreed 
that the matter would be prioritised following the Children’s Referendum, submission of the 
State’s next report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child and the setting up of the 
new Child and Family Support Agency. The latter will also facilitate ratification of the Protocol 
which, as you will be aware, can only take place when the Government is satisfied that it able 
to meet all its obligations under the Protocol. 

Many of the criminal law provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention have al-
ready been implemented in existing domestic legislation.  Legislative proposals that the Min-
ister for Justice and Equality intends to bring to Government in the coming months will, I un-
derstand, facilitate compliance with the criminal law requirements of the Optional Protocol and 
other international related legal instruments.  It is also proposed to put in place the necessary 
administrative procedures and arrangements to allow for accession and, subject to the advice of 
the Attorney General’s Office, it is proposed to ratify the Optional Protocol and related inter-
national legal instruments as soon as is practicable. It would be my intention in due course to 
bring a Joint memo to Government with Minister Shatter to enable Ireland to ratify the second 
Optional Protocol.

19/09/2012WRX00950Children Services Committees

19/09/2012WRX01000194. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
the Health Service Executive children and adolescent mental health service is represented on 
the children services committees at a local authority level or on the national children’s strat-
egy implementation group at a national level; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 



19 September 2012

221

[39628/12]

19/09/2012WRX01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Children’s Ser-
vices Committees bring together a diverse group of agencies in local county areas to engage 
in joint planning of services for children. These include representatives from the HSE, local 
authorities, An Garda Síochána, VECs, National Association of Principals and Deputy Princi-
pals, Irish Primary Principals Network, NEWB, and other organisations who provide services 
to children and young people.  There are a total of 16 such committees.

The membership of all Children Services Committees (CSCs) includes senior managers 
from the major statutory providers of services to children and families.  The Chairperson of 
each CSC is either the HSE Local Health Area Manager or the Area Manager for Children and 
Family Services and it is their function to ensure that the Children’s Services Committees se-
cures better developmental outcomes for children through more effective integration of existing 
services and interventions at local level.  One of these outcomes is that all children should be 
“healthy, both physically and mentally”.

In addition, members of the National Children’s Strategy Implementation Group  (NCSIG) 
are drawn from a number of Government Departments and agencies.  The Department of Health 
is  represented on this group at Assistant Secretary level, and the HSE is represented by the Na-
tional Director for Children & Family Supports, the Assistant National Director for Children & 
Families, the National Specialist for Family Support, and by the Chairs of Limerick City and 
Dublin City CSC.

As you may be aware, I established a Task Force on the Child and Family Support Agency 
(CFSA) in 2011 and it presented its findings to my Department in July of this year.  One of the 
recommendations of the Task Force is that service delivery model should be focused on improv-
ing well-being and outcomes for children based on the five national outcomes which includes, 
as I mentioned earlier, that all children  should be “healthy, both physically and mentally”.

I am satisfied that taking all of these actions into consideration that the delivery of child and 
family services can be carried out by blending mental health interventions, primary care, public 
health nursing, youth justice, domestic violence supports, community outreach, child protec-
tion and child welfare as well as numerous other functions into one efficient, coherent service.  
Where CSCs have established priority actions around child & adolescent mental health the 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) practitioners are involved in the de-
livery of those priority areas.  The forthcoming Children and Young People’s Policy Framework 
will address the further development of these committees, and the role of the CAMHS will be 
considered in that context.

19/09/2012WRX01150Child and Family Support Agency Remit

19/09/2012WRX01200195. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her plans to proceed with the recommendation of the task force on the Child and Family Sup-
port Agency to include children and adolescent mental health service within the new agency; 
the way this will deliver better inter-agency co-operation between HSE, CAMHS and the child 
welfare and protection services; the way this might be addressed in the Child and Family Sup-
port Agency Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39629/12]

19/09/2012WRX01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The final report 
of the Task Force, which I established to advise on the necessary transition programme to es-
tablish a Child and Family Support Agency, made recommendations on a number of key issues. 
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These include recommendations on a range of services, including Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services, which, in the opinion of the Task Force, should fall within the remit of the new 
Agency. 

The Task Force recommendations are being given detailed consideration in preparing for 
the establishment of the new Agency, and I will bring proposals to Government in this regard. It 
is my intention that the Child and Family Support Agency will assume statutory responsibility 
for services for children and families in early 2013. The necessary legislation is being prepared 
by my Department as a priority.  I share with the view of the Task Force that in order to achieve 
genuine improvements for children and families, the Agency must have a broader focus than 
child protection. Prevention, early intervention, family support, and therapeutic and care inter-
ventions are all key to the provision of integrated multi-disciplinary services for children and 
families based on identified need.

19/09/2012WRX01350Medical Card Appeals

19/09/2012WRX01400196. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
appeal for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39502/12]

19/09/2012WRX01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/09/2012WRX01550Medical Card Appeals

19/09/2012WRX01600197. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
medical card review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39503/12]

19/09/2012WRX01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/09/2012WRY0010019/09/2012WRY00200Medical Card Applications

19/09/2012WRY00300198. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39504/12]

19/09/2012WRY00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/09/2012WRY00500Medical Card Appeals

19/09/2012WRY00600199. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
appeal for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39505/12]

19/09/2012WRY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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19/09/2012WRY00800Medical Card Applications

19/09/2012WRY00900200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39615/12]

19/09/2012WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/09/2012WRY01100Departmental Legal Cases

19/09/2012WRY01200201. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason proceedings in a case by 
a person (details supplied) against his Department, the Health Service Executive, the Attorney 
General and Ireland in the High Court have not yet been heard, despite being initiated in Febru-
ary 2001. [39630/12]

19/09/2012WRY01300217. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) was charged for their stay in Shrewsbury House, Clonliffee Road, County Dublin, from 4 
September 1992 to 1 May 1995, despite being a medical card holder; and if arrangements will 
be made to refund the family. [39631/12]

19/09/2012WRY01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201 and 217 
together.

I understand that the matter the Deputy has referred to is the subject of legal proceedings ini-
tiated in 2007 which are currently before the Courts.  The scheduling of cases before the Court 
is a matter for the President of the Court and is one in which the Minister has no jurisdiction. 
The Courts are subject only to the Constitution and the Law and are independent in the exercise 
of their judicial functions.  It would therefore not be appropriate to make any further comment 
on the matter.

19/09/2012WRY01500Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

19/09/2012WRY01600202. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a hearing aid will be 
granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39399/12]

19/09/2012WRY01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

19/09/2012WRY01800Health Services Staff Issues

19/09/2012WRY01900203. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
occupational therapist to deal with cases in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39506/12]

19/09/2012WRY02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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19/09/2012WRY02100Mental Health Services Funding

19/09/2012WRY02200204. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regard-
ing ringfenced funding of €35 million for mental health service provision; if the money is still 
ringfenced for mental health services; the way the funds will be used; the timeframe for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39507/12]

19/09/2012WRY02300222. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the €35 million allocated in 2012 for the development of community mental health services; the 
number of posts filled; the number of posts remaining to be filled; if this sum is still ring-fenced 
for this purpose; if he will give a guarantee that it will not be used for other purposes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39657/12]

19/09/2012WRY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 204 and 222 together.

Of the 414 posts approved to implement the €35 million package of special measures for 
mental health introduced in Budget 2012, 353 are with the National Recruitment Service of the 
HSE at various stages in the recruitment process, 321 have been put to candidates to express an 
interest and others are awaiting competitions or the completion of essential paperwork.  Most 
start dates are expected to be in December to allow for the process of checking references, 
Garda clearance etc.

Since the publication of the HSE 2012 Service Plan the HSE has subsequently decided to 
convert 31 of the posts originally intended for community mental health teams in the Dublin 
Mid-Leinster region to nursing posts in acute in-patient mental health services in the same re-
gion.  This was approved in the context of introducing a nursing floor for the acute in-patient 
and community services in that region consistent with the provision of safe in-patient services 
in line with A Vision for Change, the Mental Health Commission Quality Framework for Men-
tal Health Services in Ireland and the roll out of the clinical care programmes.  This Govern-
ment remains committed to engaging these professionals as soon as is feasible and the work of 
completing the process remains a priority.

19/09/2012WRY02500Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

19/09/2012WRY02600205. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason it is the policy of 
the Health Service Executive to consider items such as crutches and walking aids as single use 
items; the cost of crutches and walking aids per year for the past two years; if he and the HSE 
consider this policy to be a major area of waste within the HSE; the efforts he has taken to 
change this policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39509/12]

19/09/2012WRY02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

19/09/2012WRZ0010019/09/2012WRZ00150Organ Donation

19/09/2012WRZ00200206. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he has brought forward his 
proposal to the Government for the draft of the Human Tissue Bill; if not, when will he do so; 
the length of time after that the formal drafting of the Bill will commence; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39510/12]
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19/09/2012WRZ00300207. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the Human 
Tissue Bill will introduce the opt-out organ donation system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39511/12]

19/09/2012WRZ00400209. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to carry out a public 
consultation process on the opt-out organ donation system; if so, the timeframe for same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39513/12]

19/09/2012WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 206, 207 
and 209 together.

The Heads of a Human Tissue Bill that will meet the key recommendation of the Madden 
Report on Post Mortem Practice and Procedures that no hospital post-mortem may be carried 
out and no tissue retained without consent/authorisation are at an advanced stage of prepara-
tion and I expect to bring these to Government by the end of the year.  The Deputy will also 
be aware that the Programme for Government envisages the introduction of an opt-out system 
of organ donation, with a view  to improving the availability of organs for patients in need of 
transplantation.  This will of course require detailed consideration and further consultation and 
my Department is examining how best to undertake this and the timeframe involved.

19/09/2012WRZ00550Organ Donation

19/09/2012WRZ00600208. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that all of the 
processes and procedures have been put in place by him and the Health Service Executive to 
comply with the EU Directive 2010/53/EU which came into effect on 27 August; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39512/12]

19/09/2012WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): EU Directive 2012/53/EU was transposed by 
the European Union (Quality and Safety of Human Organs Intended for Transplantation) Regu-
lations, S.I. No. 325 of 2012, which I signed into Irish law on 27 August.   The Irish Medicines 
Board is the competent authority under the Regulations and it must authorise donation and 
transplantation in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations.  The Regulations ap-
ply to donation, procurement, testing, characterisation, transport and transplantation of organs.  
They set out a clear legal framework for the application of quality and safety standards for hu-
man organs intended for transplantation.

My Department is working with the HSE and the IMB to ensure that hospitals meet the 
requirements in the Regulations. The HSE’s National Organ Donation and Transplantation Of-
fice is overseeing the development of guidance documents, which will set out the appropriate 
processes and procedures to comply with quality and safety standards for all aspects of dona-
tion and transplantation.  It is also assisting hospitals through its National Transplant Advisory 
Group, to comply with the Regulations.  I am confident that hospitals will meet the require-
ments of the Regulations, when they are inspected by the IMB.  Compliance with the Regula-
tions will assure both donors and organ recipients that the organ donation and transplantation 
system is operating in accordance with the best possible standards of quality and safety.

Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 206.

19/09/2012WRZ00850Medical Card Eligibility

19/09/2012WRZ00900210. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the conditions that a person needs 
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to satisfy to qualify for a discretionary medical card; if a person with Fibromyalgia whose in-
come is in excess of the standard income guidelines could qualify in view of difficult personal 
circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39532/12]

19/09/2012WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Medical cards 
are granted by the HSE on the basis of means and individual circumstances and all persons 
seeking a medical card must be assessed under the undue hardship principle.  Medical cards 
are not awarded to any particular group of patients on the basis of a specific medical condition. 
However, the HSE may look beyond the applicants financial situation and have regard to other 
matters they consider appropriate in assessing a persons circumstances for a medical card. This 
can address an individuals circumstances including an illness or medical circumstances which 
result in financial hardship.  At the request of Minister Reilly, the HSE has set up a clinical 
panel to assist in the processing of applications for discretionary medical cards where there are 
difficult personal circumstances. 

19/09/2012WRZ01050Hospital Appointments Administration

19/09/2012WRZ01100211. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Kildare will be provided with an early appointment date for an assessment of need; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39539/12]

19/09/2012WRZ01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

19/09/2012WRZ01250

Hospital Closures

19/09/2012WRZ01300212. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the situa-
tion at St Brigid’s Hospital, Crooks Lane, Brittas, County Dublin; if he will give assurances to 
the community in respect of the future of the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39541/12]

19/09/2012WRZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

19/09/2012WRZ01450Hospital Services

19/09/2012WRZ01500213. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding transport to hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39544/12]

19/09/2012WRZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.
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19/09/2012WRAA0010019/09/2012WRAA00150Medicinal Products Supply

19/09/2012WRAA00200214. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the decision 
to remove the cholesterol treatment drug Omacor from the general medical services list of ap-
proved drugs for medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39551/12]

19/09/2012WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The product 
in question has been identified both nationally and internationally as not being cost effective or 
being of lesser benefit to patients.  In the current financial environment the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) is facing a challenge to deliver services in a way that will minimise any adverse 
impact on patients and continue to protect, as far as possible, the most vulnerable citizens. 

19/09/2012WRAA00350Health Services Provision

19/09/2012WRAA00400215. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be provided with necessary assessments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39561/12]

19/09/2012WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

19/09/2012WRAA00550Mental Health Services Provision

19/09/2012WRAA00600216. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the protocol in relation to a second 
independent consultant psychiatrists opinion being required when it relates to a tribunal to de-
termine a patient’s freedom, with particular reference to the fees charged for such an opinion, in 
relation to the signing of forms and claims for travel expenses even though the assessment may 
have occurred while the psychiatrist was on duty in another hospital; and if he can confirm that 
a fee of more than €1,000 would be normal for such assessments. [39616/12]

19/09/2012WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Commission establishes a panel of independent consultant psychiatrists for the purpose 
of giving second opinions in relation to the detention of patients as to whether such patients are 
suffering from a mental disorder.  Under Section 17 of the Mental Health Act 2001 the Mental 
Health Commission requires such consultant psychiatrists to: 

a) examine the patient;

b) interview the consultant psychiatrist responsible for the care and treatment of the patient;

c) review the records relating to the patient, and

d) report in writing on the results of the examination, interview and review to the tribunal.

Consultant Psychiatrists are selected for the panel established by the Mental Health Com-
mission through an open competition.  The last recruitment process, which was conducted in 
2010 by the Public Appointments Service, involved an on-line application followed by an inter-
view.  The fee payable where all this work is completed and the matter proceeds to tribunal is 
€492.  Where the matter does not proceed to tribunal and only part of the process is completed, 
a fee of €147 is payable in respect of the examination of the patient, €147 in respect of the in-
terview with the treating consultant and €99 in respect of the review of records relating to the 
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patient.

All the above fees are exclusive of travel and subsistence which can be claimed by the con-
sultant at public sector rates applicable in respect of such expenses incurred.

  Question No. 217 answered with Question No. 201.

19/09/2012WRAA00850Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRAA00900218. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular format 
the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in his Department in 
each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State in his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39644/12]

19/09/2012WRAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy 
is set out below in tabular format.  The information is provided in respect of the gross annual 
salary (point on salary scale) of individuals employed in the Ministers offices at 31 December 
2009 and 31 December 2010.  This figure is exclusive of employers PRSI, employers superan-
nuation contributions or any payments in respect of overtime.

2009

Minister Private Office 
WTE

Gross Annual 
Salary 

Constituency 
OfficeWTE

Gross Annual 
Salary 

Minister for 
Health and 
Children (Mary 
Harney TD)

8 €369,019 2 €98,952

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Chil-
dren and Youth 
Affairs (Barry 
Andrews TD)

5.6* €241,311 3 €127,816

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Dis-
ability Issues 
and Mental 
Health (John 
Moloney TD)

3.8 €152,351 3 €137,182

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Older 
People and 
Health Pro-
motion (Aine 
Brady TD) wef 
22/04/09)

3 €150,006 4 €169,077
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Minister Private Office 
WTE

Gross Annual 
Salary 

Constituency 
OfficeWTE

Gross Annual 
Salary 

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Older 
People (Maire 
Hoctor TD) left 
office on 21 
April 2009

4.5 €208,803 4 €172,715

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Health 
Promotion and 
food (Mary 
Wallace TD) 
left office on 21 
April 2009 

6 €271,145 5 €171,558

2010

Minister Private Office 
WTE

Gross Annual 
Salary 

Constituency 
OfficeWTE

Gross Annual 
Salary 

Minister for 
Health and 
Children (Mary 
Harney TD)

8 €358,129 2 €93,031

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Chil-
dren and Youth 
Affairs (Barry 
Andrews TD)

4.8 €180,607 3 €124,172

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Dis-
ability Issues 
and Mental 
Health (John 
Moloney TD)

2.8 €114,612 3 €130,410

Minister of State 
with responsi-
bility for Older 
People and 
Health Pro-
motion (Aine 
Brady TD)

3 €146,732 4 €128,426

Notes.

*Minister Andrews Private Office includes 1 additional WTE providing cover for maternity 
leave in 2009.
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Minister Andrews Office includes 1 WTE on loan from Department of Education and Sci-
ence and Minister Moloney’s Office includes 1 WTE on loan from Department of Education 
and Science in 2009.  Salary figures have not been included for these individuals as they were 
paid by their parent Department.

Details for Special Advisors and Civilian Drivers have not been included as they are not part 
of the private office or constituency office staff.

19/09/2012WRAA01050General Practitioner Services

19/09/2012WRAA01100219. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when the promised 
provision of free GP care to long-term illness patients will be in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39654/12]

19/09/2012WRAA01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The Pro-
gramme for Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing 
Universal Health Insurance with equal access to care for all.  As part of this, the Government is 
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office.  
Primary legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a univer-
sal GP service without fees.  Legislation to allow the Minister for Health to make regulations to 
extend access to GP services without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently being 
drafted by this Department and the Office of the Attorney General and will be published shortly.  
Implementation dates and application details will be announced in due course.

19/09/2012WRAA01250Departmental Expenditure

19/09/2012WRAA01300220. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the date on which he 
approved the €130 million further cuts to the 2012 health budget, including the proposed cuts 
to personal assistance services for the disabled, the home care cuts and the home help cuts; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39655/12]

19/09/2012WRAA01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The financial situation in the HSE continues 
to be extremely challenging.  In the short term, to address the 2012 position, a range of mea-
sures are being undertaken in order to achieve a balanced budget.  These include the use of 
capital to fund revenue on a once-off basis and the transfer of Department funds to the HSE on 
a once-off basis.  The HSE has been required to review all pay and non-pay savings targets with 
a view to further targeting all areas which do not compromise patient safety.

The HSE has indicated that it will achieve €130m in savings to address the deficit.  Nearly 
50% will come from more focused cash and stock management initiatives, savings in medical 
equipment (non-capital), furniture, education, training, office expenses, travel and subsistence 
and advertising.  €6m of savings will come from the non-reimbursement of certain non-essen-
tial products. €60.5m of savings will come from specific service-related measures.  These mea-
sures are now the subject of intensive discussions with the HSE and local stakeholders.  I have 
instructed the Executive that efficiencies must be achieved in the first instance before patient 
services are affected and in this regard, patient safety must be paramount.

19/09/2012WRAA01450Medical Card Drugs

19/09/2012WRAA01500221. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the 
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decision to cease the provision of gluten-free products on prescription for medical card patients 
with coeliac disease; and if he will provide equivalent alternative supports or measures for co-
eliac patients, in view of the excessive cost of gluten-free products; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39656/12]

19/09/2012WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): In the current 
financial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) is facing a challenge to deliver ser-
vices in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and continue to protect, as far 
as possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  Unfortunately, it has become necessary for the HSE to 
suspend certain products from its list of reimbursable items.  This includes gluten-free products.

Gluten-free products have become more widely available in supermarkets in recent years 
and tend to be significantly cheaper than products sold through community pharmacies.  A 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Adult Diet Supplement may be awarded by the Department 
of Social Protection to eligible persons.  Persons wishing to apply for this allowance can do so 
by completing an application form which can be downloaded at the following link: http://www.
welfare.ie/EN/Forms/Documents/swa9.pdf.  Separate application forms are available for chil-
dren.  For persons who are not awarded a Diet Supplement, monies spent on gluten-free foods 
can be taken into account for tax purposes.

19/09/2012WRBB00100  Question No. 222 answered with Question No. 204.

Hospital Services

19/09/2012WRBB00300223. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the 
Health Service Executive to reverse the decision to cease emergency and cardiology services at 
Nenagh Hospital, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39658/12]

19/09/2012WRBB00400224. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he has ascertained 
from the Health Service Executive the reason it was decided to cease emergency and cardiol-
ogy services at Nenagh Hospital, County Tipperary even though the critical care unit in the 
Limerick Regional Hospital is not yet fully opened or fully operational; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39659/12]

19/09/2012WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 223 and 224 
together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

19/09/2012WRBB00550Consultancy Contracts

19/09/2012WRBB00600225. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the total sum spent by 
the Health Service Executive and his Department in 2011 and to date in 2012 for consultancy 
services other than medical/clinical consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39660/12]

19/09/2012WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is the policy in my Department only to 
engage the services of external consultants where it is felt to be appropriate and cost-effective, 
taking account of Government decisions and policy on the matter.  Once initiated, the spend 
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profile of each project is monitored by my Department on a monthly basis.  The following 
tables set out the payments made by my Department to consultants during 2011 and to date in 
2012.  The element of the question relating to Health Service Executive expenditure on consul-
tancy services has been referred to the Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

Table 1: Payments made by the Department of Health to Consultants in 2011

No. Consultant/Organisa-
tion 

Consultancy Purpose Amount Paid (€)

1 Advertising Stan-
dards Authority 
Ireland 

Oversee and monitor 
the implementation 
of and adherence to 
alcohol advertising 
Voluntary Codes 
of Practice re U-
18s. (€21,790)                                                        
Secretarial  and ex-
ecutive services for 
the Alcohol Market-
ing Communications 
Monitoring Body.
(€20,000

41,790

2 Create Consultancy 
Ltd.

Suboxone Feasibility 
Study.

10,863

3 Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and In-
novation

Contribution to D/
JEI led project to 
Reduce the Adminis-
trative Burden.

14,000

4 Dr. Hubert Curran Expert Clinical Ad-
vice to the Special 
Delivery Unit.

5,808

5 Dr. Oonagh Walsh Report on the prac-
tice of Symphysi-
otomy in Ireland.

10,000

6 Goodbody Stockbro-
kers

Advice in relation to 
the structure of the 
Private Health Insur-
ance market.

300,080

7 Irish Heart Founda-
tion

Advice in relation to 
Nutrition Policy.

35,832

8 Mr. Mark Morgan European Schools 
Survey Project on 
Alcohol and Other 
Drugs (ESPAD) 
2011.

22,688

9 Milliman Actuarial Advisory 
Services/Health In-
surance.

72,348
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No. Consultant/Organisa-
tion 

Consultancy Purpose Amount Paid (€)

10 Mr. Dermot Smyth Payment in respect 
of membership of 
Evaluation Commit-
tee for the award of 
tender for actuarial/
insurance advisory 
services.

1,200

11 Mr. Gerard Mullally Organisation and 
Financing Options 
for Chronic Care.                              

5,227

12 Mr. Peter Smyth Process Auditor to 
oversee procurement 
process of actuarial/
insurance services.

2,541

13 Ms. Carole Devaney Editing and proof-
ing services for the 
report “National 
Policy and Strategy 
for the Provision of 
Neuro-Rehabilitation 
Services in Ireland 
2011-2015”.

1,530

14 Peter Cassells Con-
sultants Ltd.

Chairperson of the 
Alcohol Marketing 
Communications 
Monitoring Body.

16,698

15 University College 
Dublin

All Ireland Travel-
lers Health Study.

139,000

16 Value Based Health 
Solutions

Setup and opera-
tionalise the SDU. 
(€250,000)Strategy 
support to the SDU 
and expert advice to 
the Department of 
Health. (€37,500) 

287,500

- Total: 967,105

Table 2: Payments made by the Department of Health to Consultants in 2012 to date

No. Consultant/Organisa-
tion 

Consultancy Purpose Amount Paid (€)

1 Advertising Stan-
dards Authority 
Ireland 

Oversee and monitor 
the implementation of 
and adherence to alco-
hol advertising Volun-
tary Codes of Practice 
re U-18s.                                                              

13,196
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No. Consultant/Organisa-
tion 

Consultancy Purpose Amount Paid (€)

2 Dr. Hubert Curran Expert Clinical Advice 
to the Special Delivery 
Unit.

4,200

3 Dr. Oonagh Walsh Report on the practice 
of Symphysiotomy in 
Ireland.

27,500

4 Goodbody Stockbro-
kers

Advice in relation to the 
structure of the Pri-
vate Health Insurance 
market.

33,333

5 Health Promotion 
Research Centre, 
NUI

Health Behaviours in 
School-aged Children 
Survey.

100,641

6 Lis Nixon Associates Advice in relation to 
Performance Improve-
ment in Unscheduled 
Care.

82,743

7 Michael Collins As-
sociates

Evaluation of Costings 
for National Children’s 
Hospital.

6,150

8 Milliman Actuarial Advisory Ser-
vices/Health Insurance.

68,315

9 Mr. Gerard Mullally Report on the Inte-
grated Continuing Care 
System.

7,558

10 Mr. Seamus McGirr Specialist statistical 
advice and analysis.

3,073

11 Ms. Carole Devaney Editing and proofing of 
the VFM Report on the 
Review of Disability 
Services.

3,060

12 PA Consulting Advice in relation to 
Performance Improve-
ment in Scheduled 
Care.

194,463

13 PriceWaterhouse 
Cooper

Review of certain busi-
ness processes within 
the Department.

18,020

14 The Centre for Diag-
nostic Management

Expert advice regard-
ing elective treatment 
waiting lists. (€37,856)
Performance Improve-
ment in Scheduled 
Care. (€184,520)

222,376

15 Trinity College 
Dublin

Model of Demand for 
the supply of GP and 
Practice Nurse Services.

30,552
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No. Consultant/Organisa-
tion 

Consultancy Purpose Amount Paid (€)

16 Value Based Health 
Solutions 

Strategy support to the 
SDU and expert advice 
to the Department of 
Health.

82,500

- Total: - 897,680

19/09/2012WRBB00750Dublin Bus Services

19/09/2012WRBB00800226. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will contact Dublin Bus in relation to the number 17A and 29A Dublin Bus service with a 
view to putting on extra buses during peak time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39576/12]

19/09/2012WRBB00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of 
bus services is an operational matter for Dublin Bus and not one in which I have any role. l  have 
referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.   Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

19/09/2012WRBB00950Rail Services

19/09/2012WRBB01000227. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
average number of commuters who use Clongriffin DART station, Dublin, on a weekly basis 
since the station was opened; his plans to have more trains stopping at this station; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39577/12]

19/09/2012WRBB01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Irish Rail in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and not 
one in which I have any role.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

19/09/2012WRBB01150Dublin Bus Services

19/09/2012WRBB01200228. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
total cost of implementing the Dublin Bus real time information displays; the stage the roll out 
is at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39578/12]

19/09/2012WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Matters relating to the Real Time Passenger Information Project fall within the re-
mit of the National Transport Authority (NTA) which following its establishment on 1st De-
cember 2009 became responsible for the implementation of transport infrastructure projects in 
the Greater Dublin Area.  I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

19/09/2012WRBB01350Ministerial Staff

19/09/2012WRBB01400229. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will out-
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line in tabular format the annual salary costs for private and constituency offices of Ministers in 
his Department in each of the years 2009 and 2010; the same figures for any Ministers of State 
in his Department [39648/12]

19/09/2012WRBB01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The salary costs for 
2009 and 2010 for the Ministers and the Ministers of State in the Department of Transport pri-
vate and constituency offices are set out in Tables 1 - 3.

TABLE 1 – Minister Dempsey Staffing  

Office 2009 annual salary   €’000 2010   annual salary €’000
Private 470 454
Constituency 189 128
 

 TABLE 2 – Minister of State Ahern Staffing

Office Jan - April 2009   €’000 2010
Private 104 N/A
Constituency 43 N/A

TABLE 3 – Minister of State Cuffe Staffing

Office 2009 April - Dec 2010 €’000
Private N/A 183
Constituency N/A 65


