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DÁIL ÉIREANN

————

Déardaoin, 19 Iúil 2012.
Thursday, 19 July 2012.

————

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 10.30 a.m.

————

Paidir.

Prayer.

————

Leaders’ Questions

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: In last year’s budget the Government made great play of the fact
that it did not cut——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: Welcome back.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Thanks very much. I appreciate it.

Deputy Alan Shatter: Siberia is a very cold place.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: While it may not have cut the headline rate of social welfare pay-
ments, the Government made sharp and deep cuts in a raft of schemes that are very important
to people, including the fuel allowance, family income supplement, community employment,
Tús, jobseeker’s benefit, child benefit, farm assist and, in particular, schemes that affect women.
For some reason, the Minister for Social Protection always seems to target women for her cuts.

Deputy Alan Shatter: No one takes that remark seriously.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: In the budget the Minister announced significant cutbacks of two
thirds in the materials and training grants for the 22,000 people on community employment
schemes, targeting a saving of €36 million. However, as a result of the backlash against this
measure, she announced a review which we understand has been completed for some consider-
able time. According to RTE, letters have been sent to some community employment providers
informing them that their materials and training grants will be cut by between 30% and 40%.
When will the review be published and why has it not yet been published?

Deputy Eric Byrne: Does the Deputy not read the newspapers?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Why is it being hidden from the House? Will the Tánaiste outline
the cuts that are being applied to the community employment and Tús schemes? How many
places will be lost and how many will be laid off the schemes as a result of Government action?
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Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Deputy was almost on jobseeker’s allowance himself.

The Tánaiste: I welcome the Deputy back to active service. I have missed him.

A Deputy: The Tánaiste was on active service for long enough.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív needed some reconditioning.

Deputy Robert Troy: Judging by the actions of the Labour Party, the Tánaiste will not be
on active service for long.

The Tánaiste: Since this is the last day of this Dáil session, I look forward to seeing the
Deputy here regularly when we return in September.

The Government supports the community employment programme which plays an important
role in the provision of crucial services for rural and urban communities. There are 1,143
community employment schemes in operation nationally. Of the 23,300 places available,
approximately 22,000 are for participants, while approximately 1,400 are full-time supervisor
posts. The overall estimated budget for the community employment scheme in 2012 will be
approximately €340 million.

As part of the requirement to fix the hole left in the public finances by Fianna Fáil, it is
necessary to examine all aspects of expenditure across every Department. It was against this
background that the financial review of community employment schemes got under way a
couple of months ago. The main objective of the review was to identify areas where savings
could be achieved through efficiencies in order that the best use could be made of available
funds. As a result of the review, significant savings have been made in the overheads of com-
munity employment projects in terms of annual insurance costs and audit fees. The savings will
increase next year as some projects had incurred these costs prior to the introduction of the
new arrangements. Under the revised arrangements, schemes will no longer be given universal
amounts of financial support. Instead, they will be provided with a specific level of support
aimed at meeting the particular costs necessarily incurred by the individual scheme, having
regard to the overall level of funding available to the community employment programme
nationally.

The materials and training budget for the community employment programme has been
increased by €9.5 million from the original budget of approximately €11 million, following
savings identified elsewhere in the budget of the Department of Social Protection. The new
materials and training budget is thus €20.5 million. Each community employment scheme has
been notified of its revised materials and training allocation based on the amounts recom-
mended by the Department’s divisional staff, following consultations with schemes. The
majority of schemes have indicated satisfaction with their revised allocation in these difficult
economic times. In addition to the training allocation for schemes, community employment
scheme participants may also access a number of Springboard, vocational educational commit-
tee and FÁS courses free of charge. As a result of the community employment scheme review
process, the Minister for Social Protection has also introduced an appeals mechanism for
schemes which believe they are unable to survive on the new allocations for training and
materials.

It is also worth noting that a separate policy review of labour activation schemes is under
way. This review which is nearing completion will also help to inform the Department’s stra-
tegic approach to these schemes, including community employment schemes.

878



Leaders’ 19 July 2012. Questions

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: When responsibility for community employment schemes was trans-
ferred to the Department of Social Protection, it was intended to spend some of the €5 billion
we paid people to do nothing, which was bad for their health and well-being, on providing
people who were out of work with opportunities to make a useful contribution to society. In
other words, we viewed people not as a burden but as a resource. The Government appears to
think otherwise.

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we have a question, please?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Will the Tánaiste confirm that the ESRI has made it clear in its
review that the 2012 budget imposed a higher percentage of losses on those with low incomes?
When will the review be published? Will the Tánaiste provide details of the average cut per
scheme across the country in order that we know exactly what has been done to community
employment schemes?

The Tánaiste: The Deputy has a hard neck to lecture the Government on community employ-
ment schemes, the budget or the economy.

Deputy Barry Cowen: What about the ESRI?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: He left behind a wilderness.

Deputy Barry Cowen: Where is the Minister of State, Deputy Róisín Shortall?

The Tánaiste: When he exited government in February 2011, he left behind the biggest
financial and economic mess the country had ever faced.

Deputy Robert Troy: You are a sham and a fake.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Labour Party wrote to SIPTU.

The Tánaiste: In the 16 months since the Government has made strides to restore the coun-
try’s economic fortunes.

Deputy Robert Troy: Wrong. You are a fraud.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Labour Party wrote to SIPTU.

An Ceann Comhairle: Keep quiet, please.

The Tánaiste: We have successfully separated bank debt from sovereign debt, a problem with
which the party opposite left us, and we have reduced the interest rate on our borrowings.

Deputy Willie O’Dea: Nobody believes that nonsense.

The Tánaiste: We are working our way towards recovery. In regard to those on the lowest
incomes, we reversed the cut in the minimum wage that Fianna Fáil had made.

Deputy Robert Troy: The Labour Party is looking after the wealthy. It is Fine Gael’s way.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Is that Donie’s way?

The Tánaiste: We removed 300,000 people from the universal social charge which Fianna
Fáil had introduced. We are making reforms in the area of social protection. The Minister for
Education and Skills, Deputy Ruairí Quinn, is the man who introduced the social employment
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[The Tánaiste.]

schemes which the Government is committed to maintaining. We are supporting them. The
amount of money available for labour activation——

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Tánaiste means labour promotion.

The Tánaiste: ——social protection and other such schemes has increased. We have more
than 22,000 people participating in social employment schemes and the Minister for Social
Protection has made changes to the way moneys for training grants and materials are provided
for social employment schemes.

Deputy Dara Calleary: Where is she today?

The Tánaiste: The vast majority of schemes have indicated their satisfaction with this.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Labour Party spin doctors are hard at work.

Deputy Ray Butler: The Deputy drank the soup also.

An Ceann Comhairle: This is the last warning. Somebody is going to take a walk.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: I ask the Tánaiste to use the opportunity offered by the final
Leader’s Questions of this Dáil session to firmly rule out any attempt to curtail further entitle-
ments to medical cards, as proposed yesterday by the IMF. Will he also rule out Government
consideration of an attack on child benefit?

When the Cabinet met last Tuesday to sign off on the Health Service Executive Governance
Bill 2012, was any indication given by the Minister for Health, Deputy James Reilly, of the
decision by the CEO of the HSE, Mr. Cathal Magee, to tender his resignation? When and how
did the Tánaiste learn of Mr. Magee’s decision? How does he explain the situation where his
party colleague and Minister of State at the Department of Health, Deputy Róisín Shortall,
indicated that she had only learned of Mr. Magee’s decision through the media and, correctly,
expressed her regret? Does he agree with her comment that his departure was a “significant
blow” to the health service? How would the Tánaiste describe the relationship between the
Minister for Health and the Minister of State in their respective roles in the Department? Are
they even on speaking terms?

An Ceann Comhairle: We are over time.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Does the Tánaiste accept that the health budget allocation
in 2012 was such that the targeted so-called savings were unrealisable, with a €750 million cut
this year built on a cut of €1 billion in the previous year? Does he accept that these are
unrealisable targets and that we have burdened health service delivery management with an
unattainable target for this year?

The Tánaiste: The Deputy asked about the statement made by the IMF on child benefit and
other matters. The statement issued yesterday by the IMF is different from the quarterly review
of the Irish programme carried out by the troika. The statement was issued under what is
known as Article 4, which is a very different process from the quarterly troika programme
review mission and has a different focus and rationale. The quarterly programme review by
the IMF, the European Union and the ECB focuses on short-term issues and our adherence
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to the agreed commitments in the programme. The Article 4 process which was announced
yesterday by the IMF has a strategic focus and considers medium to long-term policy themes.

We should welcome the comments made by the IMF on our steadfast efforts to deal with
the banking crisis and implementation of fiscal consolidation measures, despite an adverse
external environment that has tested confidence and delayed recovery. The IMF outlined
medium to long-term recommendations to the Government. They were not made specifically
in the context of next year’s budget or the programme. The issue of next year’s budget is one
the Government has yet to address and at this point in the year it is not appropriate to speculate
about what may be included in it.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Rule it out.

The Tánaiste: It is important to clarify that the IMF statement was the result of a different
process from that which refers to the Irish programme.

In regard to what is discussed during Cabinet meetings, it is a long-standing practice that we
do not share this information outside the Cabinet.

Deputy Barry Cowen: When was the Tánaiste told?

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: The Tánaiste failed to answer my questions directly. I asked
him to avail of the opportunity to state firmly and clearly that no countenance would be given
to the IMF’s recommendation of a further curtailment of access to medical cards. He has not
ruled this out. He spoke in vague terms about what might happen some point down the road,
but he has not ruled this out, nor has he ruled out any attack on child benefit. This was his
opportunity to put these ideas firmly to bed. They should not be matters for consideration,
whether in the upcoming budget or any future budget. When will the Tánaiste and the Labour
Party draw the line in respect of these matters?

Deputy Mattie McGrath: They cannot see the line.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: I have asked about the matter of the departure of Cathal
Magee. The Tánaiste will not share with us the so-called confidentiality of Cabinet dis-
cussions, but——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, you are over time. You have had one minute. Thank you.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: I will ask the Tánaiste again. When and how did he become
aware of Mr. Magee’s decision? What does the Tánaiste believe to be the current relationship
between the Labour Party Minister of State at the Department of Health and the senior Mini-
ster with responsibility there? Is it not clear that the Tánaiste has had to assert his and his
party’s position——

An Ceann Comhairle: Come on, Deputy, please. You are over time.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: ——or is it going to be Reilly’s way rather than Labour’s
way?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: There will be a court martial.

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we hear the Tánaiste, please?

Deputy Paul Kehoe: What about Deputy Ó Caoláin’s relationship with Deputy Adams?
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The Tánaiste: I have explained to Deputy Ó Caoláin that the statement from the IMF was
not in the context of the programme that we are operating or next year’s budget. It was under
the Article IV process which involves medium to long-term recommendations. It is not a case
of ruling out something in terms of next year’s budget. These are recommendations made for
the long term. The IMF does this for every country; it is a periodic thing done under the Article
IV process. It is not something the Government has to follow and it is not part of the prog-
ramme. We will deal with the issues relating to the budget when we come to budget time and
when the Government makes decisions in respect of the budget.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: What about my question about Mr. Magee? I hope the
Tánaiste is not hiding behind the Ceann Comhairle. Surely the Tánaiste will answer that
question.

Deputy Shane Ross: The House is anticipating and will welcome the announcement of an
inquiry into the bank guarantee of September 2008. The sooner it comes, the better. I say as
much because I believe we are in danger of repeating the mistakes of 2008 unless we are
particularly vigilant. The Tánaiste will be aware that there are banking scandals breaking glo-
bally. Giants such as Barclays, Lloyds TSB and HSBC are the subject of investigations in the
USA and the United Kingdom.

We have had our own problems with Ulster Bank but there has been another more sinister
development in recent days. When the Ulster Bank scandal began to break here, Bank of
Ireland made an announcement which raises the question of whether the Government is really
hands-on with the banks. It announced a new governor in a press release one day after the
Ulster Bank scandal started to break. No one really noticed what was happening when it did
so but it was important for the Government for two reasons: first, because Bank of Ireland is
part of the Government’s pillar bank strategy, and second, because it holds 15% of Bank of
Ireland and has two directors on the board. The governor was recruited from Lloyds TSB. It
is not in the press release but Lloyds TSB is the subject of a serious investigation and was
found to have mis-sold more than £3 billion worth of personal protection insurance less than
two years ago.

An Ceann Comhairle: A question, please.

Deputy Shane Ross: Was the Tánaiste aware that the appointee to the post of governor of
the Bank of Ireland was the director in charge of insurance at that time and had his bonus
docked by £250,000, which is somewhat unique for a banker?

Deputy Michael McCarthy: What is the question?

Deputy Shane Ross: It is almost impossible for that to happen. Was the Tánaiste kept
informed of this by the public interest directors?

The Tánaiste: The Government is determined to get to the bottom of what happened on the
night of the bank guarantee by holding a banking inquiry. The objective is to ensure that we
have the most effective mechanism to get to the truth of it. Our focus is on having the most
robust form of inquiry within the confines of the Constitution and to shed as much light as we
can on who was involved politically and administratively in the decision-making process that
lumbered this State with a debt-ridden situation, which we are working hard to undo now.
Since the outcome of last October’s referendum, a substantial and detailed analysis has been
carried out on the scope for Oireachtas inquiries operating within the parameters set out in
the Abbeylara judgment. The main conclusions of this legal assessment are summarised in the
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letter from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to the Chairman of the Committee
of Public Accounts which issued following the Government’s consideration of options for an
Oireachtas inquiry on banking matters at the end of last month.

The technical problems at Ulster Bank are having a significant effect on the bank’s personal
and business customers throughout the country.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: That was not the question.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: He is moving on.

The Tánaiste: It is totally unacceptable that it has taken Ulster Bank so long to deal with
these problems. With regard to the other issue mentioned by the Deputy, Bank of Ireland is
substantially a private company and I was not informed of the governor’s background.

Deputy Shane Ross: I thank the Tánaiste. The Bank of Ireland was largely privately owned
when the last disaster occurred in 2008. The reason we have a 15% holding, which had been
larger, and two public interest directors is that it is such a vital part of the Irish economy. The
appointment of its governor is a crucial decision in which the Government obviously has a key
interest. My guess is that the Government did not know anything about his history, his pedigree,
the mis-selling scandal at Lloyds TSB or the fact that he was a director at the time and was
forced to give up his bonus.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Government did not want to know about it.

Deputy Shane Ross: I have no wish to be too specific.

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we have a question? Thank you.

Deputy Shane Ross: Can the Tánaiste tell me, generally, are the public interest directors
doing anything in these banks? If they did not inform the Government about the pedigree and
the detailed history of the person who was to be the governor of the Bank of Ireland then they
were not doing their job. Did they report to the Minister and explain the situation? Did they
report to the Minister and explain about the man who was to be appointed and his history?
Did the Minister know this and accept it?

The Tánaiste: As I have said, I was not aware of the individual’s background. Bank of Ireland
is 85% privately owned. Deputy Ross would be the first to criticise the Government were it
seen to be somehow micro-managing the affairs of the bank. The questions Deputy Ross is
asking about the communication between the public interest directors and the Minister for
Finance are matters that should appropriately be addressed to the Minister for Finance by way
of direct parliamentary questions.

Order of Business

The Tánaiste: It is proposed to take No. 5, Supplementary Estimates for Public Services 2012
[Vote 32] — back from committee; No. 5a, motion re membership of committees; No. 12,
Gaeltacht Bill 2012 [Seanad] — Committee and Remaining Stages; No. 15, Electoral
(Amendment) (Political Funding) Bill 2011 [Seanad] — Order for Report, Report and Final
Stages; and No. 15a, statements on the Government’s response to the Mahon tribunal recom-
mendations.

It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, that: (1) the Dáil shall sit later
than 5.45 p.m. tonight and shall adjourn on the conclusion of Oral Questions; (2) Nos. 5 and
5a shall be decided without debate and any division demanded on No. 5 shall be taken forth-
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[The Tánaiste.]

with; (3) Committee and Remaining Stages of No. 12 shall be taken today and shall, if not
previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion at 2.30 p.m. by one question which shall be
put from the Chair, and which shall, in relation to amendments, include only those set down
or accepted by the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; (4) Report and Final Stages
of No. 15 shall be taken today and shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion
at 5.30 p.m. today by one question which shall be put from the Chair and which shall, in relation
to amendments, include only those set down or accepted by the Minister for the Environment,
Community and Local Government; (5) the proceedings in relation to No. 15a shall, if not
previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion after 45 minutes and the following arrange-
ments shall apply: (i) the statement of a Minister or Minister of State and of the main spokes-
persons for Fianna Fáil, Sinn Féin and the Technical Group, who shall be called upon in that
order and who may share their time, shall not exceed ten minutes in each case; (ii) a Minister
or Minister of State shall be called upon to make a statement in reply which shall not exceed
five minutes; and the order shall resume thereafter with Topical Issues and Oral Questions;
and (6) the Dáil, on its rising today, shall adjourn until Tuesday, 18 September 2012 at 2 p.m.

An Ceann Comhairle: There are six proposals to be put to the House. Is the proposal that
the Dáil shall sit later than 5.45 p.m. tonight agreed? Agreed. Is the proposal for dealing with
Nos. 5 and 5a, motions re Supplementary Estimate and Membership of Committee, without
debate, agreed? Agreed. Is the proposal for dealing with No. 12, Committee and Remaining
Stages of the Gaeltacht Bill 2012, agreed to?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Ní aontaíonn muid ar chor ar bith leis an gcaoi ina bhfuil sé seo
leagtha amach. Ní bheidh deis ag an Aire Stáit aon leasuithe a ghlacadh. Is é seo an Bille is
tábhachtaí maidir leis an nGaeilge agus leis an nGaeltacht a tháinig os comhair an Tí ó tháinig
an Rialtas seo i gcumhacht. Is píosa mór reachtaíochta é. Tá nach mór 150 leasuithe molta ag
an bhFreasúra. Níl sé i gceist ag an Rialtas aon leasú a chur chun cinn. Nuair a tháinig an
Rialtas i gcumhacht, dúradh go mbeadh inchur ag an Oireachtas ó thaobh na reachtaíochta de.
Tá siad imithe siar go hiomlán ar sin. Táimid ag cur in aghaidh an rún seo go láidir.

11 o’clock

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Tá Sinn Féin i gcoinne an bealach ina bhfuil sé i gceist ag an
Rialtas déileáil leis an gcuid deireanach den díospóireacht ar an mBille seo — Chéim an Cho-
iste, an Tuarascáil agus an Chéim Dheiridh. Ní chreidimid go bhfuil go leor ama curtha i

leataobh chun díospóireacht cuí a dhéanamh ar cheann de na hathruithe is sun-
tasaí i dtaobh an Ghaeilge agus an Ghaeltacht atá tagtha chun cinn le fada an lá.
Tá beagnach 150 leasuithe os comhair na Dála agus níl ach 180 nóiméad á dtab-

hairt ag an Rialtas do na trí Chéim deiridh. Tá sé scannalach nach mbeidh mórán níos mó ná
nóiméad amháin againn do gach leasú. Ní ró-fhada ó shin a bhí páirtithe an Rialtas, mar
Fhreasúra ar an taobh seo den Teach, ag gearán de shíor faoi úsáid an gilitín. Bheadh an Aire
Stáit, go háirithe, ag léim suas agus síos nuair a bhí gilitín ar na bacáin. Tá an Rialtas ag iarraidh
orainn déileáil le 150 leasuithe roimh 2.30 um tráthnóna inniu. Bhí níos mó díospóireachta ar
an mBille cuíosach substaintiúil seo sa Seanad ná mar a bheidh againn sa Teach seo. Tá an
Rialtas ag fáil réidh leis an daonlathas. Ní bheidh toghchán Údarás na Gaeltachta againn amach
anseo. Ba cheart go mbeadh Teachtaí in ann díriú ar an gceist sin i gceart. Ba chóir níos mó
ama a chur ar fáil ionas go mbeidh díospóireacht níos cuimsí againn.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Ní cheart Bille na Gaeltachta a bhrú tríd an Dáil inniu. Molaim go
leanfaidh an díospóireacht ar aghaidh go dtí an fómhar ionas gur féidir linn an reachtaíocht a
phlé níos faide. Chuir mé fáilte roimh an cinneadh a dhein an Rialtas an Bille seo a thógaint
isteach. Tá an-chuid daoine dáiríre sa Ghaeltacht, eagraíochtaí Gaeltachta agus eagraíochtaí
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Gaeilge go dteastaíonn uathu athruithe agus leasuithe, a dhéanfadh an Bille seo níos éifeachtaí,
a chur chun cinn.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Cá bhfuil an t-Aire?

A Deputy: Anseo.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Má tá aon dóchas gur féidir moill a chur ar bánú na Gaeltachta, atá ag
tarlú i láthair na huaire, agus polasaithe a thabhairt chun cinn agus a chur i bhfeidhm ionas go
mbeidh saol na Gaeltachta faoi bhláth arís, caithfear smaoineamh domhain a dhéanamh ar
conas is féidir é sin a dhéanamh. Conas is féidir linn cumas labhartha na Gaeilge a fheabhsú
ar fud na tíre freisin? Iarraim ar an Rialtas gan an Bille seo a chríochnú inniu. Ba cheart
dúinn dul ar aghaidh leis go dtí Meán Fómhair. Tabharfadh sé sin deis dúinn labhairt leis na
heagraíochtaí agus na daoine go dteastaíonn uathu go dáiríre a ladhar a chur isteach agus an
ceist a dhéanamh níos fearr. Níl faic le cailliúnt maidir le mí nó dhó breise a chur ar fáil.

The Tánaiste: Tá na Teachtaí ag caint as dhá thaobh a mbéil faoin ábhar seo.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Agus an Tánaiste freisin.

The Tánaiste: Tá siad ag clamhsán faoin méid ama atá ar fáil don díospóireacht seo.

Deputy Dara Calleary: Tá siad ciúin thall ansin.

The Tánaiste: Chuireamar trí uair a’ chloig ar fáil an Aoine seo caite, ach níor úsáideadh an
t-am sin go léir.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Cá raibh an Tánaiste?

The Tánaiste: Bhí an Bille seo le críochnú ar 3.30 ar an tráthnóna sin, ach ní raibh go leor
cainteoirí ar thaobh an Fhreasúra chun an díospóireacht a choimeád ar siúl. Thit an díospóire-
acht ar 3.10 an lá sin. Tá siad ag teacht isteach inniu ag gearán nach bhfuil dóthain ama ar fáil,
cé nár úsáid said an t-am a bhí ar fáil an tseachtain seo caite.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Ráiméis.

The Tánaiste: Ní féidir leo a rá inniu nach mbeidh go leor ama acu.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Is féidir linn.

The Tánaiste: Iarraim ort, a Cheann Comhairle, an cheist a chur.

Question put: “That the proposal for dealing with No. 12 be agreed to.”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 86; Níl, 44.

Tá

Bannon, James.
Barry, Tom.
Breen, Pat.
Broughan, Thomas P.
Burton, Joan.
Butler, Ray.
Buttimer, Jerry.
Byrne, Catherine.
Byrne, Eric.
Cannon, Ciarán.
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Carey, Joe.
Coffey, Paudie.
Conaghan, Michael.
Conlan, Seán.
Conway, Ciara.
Corcoran Kennedy, Marcella.
Costello, Joe.
Coveney, Simon.
Creed, Michael.
Creighton, Lucinda.
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Tá—continued

Deenihan, Jimmy.
Deering, Pat.
Doherty, Regina.
Donohoe, Paschal.
Dowds, Robert.
Doyle, Andrew.
Durkan, Bernard J.
English, Damien.
Feighan, Frank.
Fitzgerald, Frances.
Fitzpatrick, Peter.
Flanagan, Terence.
Gilmore, Eamon.
Hannigan, Dominic.
Harris, Simon.
Hayes, Tom.
Heydon, Martin.
Howlin, Brendan.
Humphreys, Heather.
Humphreys, Kevin.
Keating, Derek.
Keaveney, Colm.
Kehoe, Paul.
Kenny, Seán.
Kyne, Seán.
Lawlor, Anthony.
Lynch, Ciarán.
Lynch, Kathleen.
McCarthy, Michael.
McFadden, Nicky.
McGinley, Dinny.
McLoughlin, Tony.
McNamara, Michael.

Níl

Adams, Gerry.
Boyd Barrett, Richard.
Browne, John.
Calleary, Dara.
Collins, Joan.
Collins, Niall.
Colreavy, Michael.
Cowen, Barry.
Crowe, Seán.
Doherty, Pearse.
Dooley, Timmy.
Ellis, Dessie.
Ferris, Martin.
Flanagan, Luke ‘Ming’.
Fleming, Tom.
Grealish, Noel.
Halligan, John.
Healy, Seamus.
Healy-Rae, Michael.
Higgins, Joe.
Kelleher, Billy.
Kitt, Michael P.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Emmet Stagg and Paul Kehoe; Níl, Deputies Aengus Ó Snodaigh and
Seán Ó Fearghaíl.

Question declared carried.
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Maloney, Eamonn.
Mathews, Peter.
Mitchell O’Connor, Mary.
Mulherin, Michelle.
Murphy, Dara.
Murphy, Eoghan.
Nash, Gerald.
Naughten, Denis.
Neville, Dan.
Nolan, Derek.
Ó Ríordáin, Aodhán.
O’Donnell, Kieran.
O’Donovan, Patrick.
O’Dowd, Fergus.
O’Mahony, John.
O’Reilly, Joe.
O’Sullivan, Jan.
Phelan, Ann.
Phelan, John Paul.
Quinn, Ruairí.
Rabbitte, Pat.
Reilly, James.
Ryan, Brendan.
Shatter, Alan.
Shortall, Róisín.
Stagg, Emmet.
Stanton, David.
Timmins, Billy.
Tuffy, Joanna.
Twomey, Liam.
Wall, Jack.
Walsh, Brian.
White, Alex.

Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.
McConalogue, Charlie.
McGrath, Finian.
McGrath, Mattie.
McGrath, Michael.
McLellan, Sandra.
Martin, Micheál.
Moynihan, Michael.
Murphy, Catherine.
Ó Caoláin, Caoimhghín.
Ó Cuív, Éamon.
Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.
Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
O’Brien, Jonathan.
O’Dea, Willie.
O’Sullivan, Maureen.
Pringle, Thomas.
Ross, Shane.
Smith, Brendan.
Tóibín, Peadar.
Troy, Robert.
Wallace, Mick.



Order of 19 July 2012. Business

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the proposal for dealing with No. 15, Report and Final Stages of
the Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Bill 2011 agreed to?

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: It is not agreed. I wish to object only on the basis of the
imposition of the guillotine in regard to this important Bill. There is no excuse for curtailing
the opportunity for full participation. I object to the guillotine in principle.

The Tánaiste: This Bill is reforming political funding. It is reducing the limits on contributions
that can be made. It is an important item of political reform the Government is anxious to see
put through the House. We have had a considerable amount of debate on it.

Question, “That the proposal for dealing with No. 15 be agreed to”, put and declared carried.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the proposal for dealing with No. 15a, statements on the Govern-
ment’s response to the Mahon tribunal recommendations, agreed to? Agreed. Is the proposal
that the Dáil, on its rising today, shall adjourn until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 18 September 2012
agreed to?

Deputy Joe Higgins: A Cheann Comhairle——

(Interruptions).

A Deputy: Do your best for Ballybunnion.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I cannot hear myself, a Cheann Comhairle.

An Ceann Comhairle: I appreciate that.

Deputy Joe Higgins: The little elves of Fine Gael and Labour have no need to worry. I will
not engage in the posturing that their elders engaged in here for 12 years on the issue of
the Adjournment.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Please, Deputies.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I want a variation of this, a Cheann Comhairle, because it is not possible
that this Dáil rises today with the warnings and the——

Deputy Emmet Stagg: You can come back on your own if you want, Joe.

Deputy Joe Higgins: ——threats by the IMF against the elderly and the unemployed ringing
in our ears and screaming headlines about attacking unemployment, the elderly, etc.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Joe Higgins: The Tánaiste tried to make a distinction this morning between the IMF
on the one hand——

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot have a debate on the issue, Deputy.

Deputy Joe Higgins: ——as part of the troika and Article 4.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Do not frighten them.
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An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot have a debate on that, Deputy Higgins.

Deputy Joe Higgins: The person making the warnings and threatening the levels of unem-
ployment payment, etc.——

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That has nothing to do with this proposal.

Deputy Joe Higgins: ——is the head of the IMF mission whom I met as part of the troika.
Unless he or the IMF are suffering from acute policy schizophrenia we have to take it seriously.

Deputy Derek Keating: We are suffering from listening to the Deputy.

Deputy Joe Higgins: We should either have an opportunity today to make statements on
that or the Tánaiste should state that there will not be these attacks on the most vulnerable
people in our society.

The Tánaiste: There will not be attacks on the most vulnerable people in society and Deputy
Higgins or anybody else should not be giving rise to ungrounded fears among people.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: It is scaremongering.

The Tánaiste: That type of scaremongering——

Deputy Joe Higgins: I have the newspaper here.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, would Deputies be quiet, please?

Deputy Alan Shatter: The Deputy has given up on The Independent.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Deputy Shatter, you will die laughing from your own joke if you are
not careful.

An Ceann Comhairle: Schoolchildren leaving sixth class would behave better than what is
happening here. Can we hear the Tánaiste, please?

The Tánaiste: The Dáil is rising today with considerable progress made on this country’s
difficulties. We are rising having secured agreement at European Council level on the separ-
ation of bank debt from sovereign debt, something that many people on the Opposition side
said could not be done. We have done it. We are rising in circumstances where, yesterday
evening, this House completed Second Stage of the personal insolvency legislation, something
they told us we would not introduce to deal with the issue of mortgage arrears.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: Monti was only carrying the Tánaiste’s bags.

The Tánaiste: We are rising after the announcement by——

Deputy Billy Kelleher: Did you actually go to Frankfurt, Tánaiste? It is the big tall building
in the middle of Frankfurt.

An Ceann Comhairle: Would you ever stop, please?

The Tánaiste: ——the Minister, Deputy Howlin, this week of €2.25 billion of a stimulus
package for the Irish economy.
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Question, “That the Dáil, on its rising today, shall adjourn until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 18
September 2012”, put and declared carried.

An Ceann Comhairle: I call the Tánaiste before everybody disperses. I ask Members to take
their seats. The Tánaiste is about to speak.

The Tánaiste: This session has been a particularly long one. As we rise today I want to thank
you, a Cheann Comhairle, all of the staff of the Houses, the Members, the press and everybody
who works here for their co-operation and the amount of work they have put in. I wish
Members of the House an enjoyable break from their endeavours. I do not think any Member
of the House who will go on holidays for the full duration of the recess. In practical terms,
committees will be back at the beginning of September and I am aware political parties will
have their seminars and preparatory meetings in the early part of September, but I want to
wish everybody who works in the Houses, Members, press and everybody who is associated
with the work here a break and a rest during the course of the recess.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Cuirim leis an méid atá ráite ag an Tánaiste agus cuirim béim ar an
méid a dúradh gur ag obair a bheidh na Teachtaí Dála sa chuid is mó den am as seo go dtí 18
Meán Fómhair. It is very important that we do our job well in this House but we have duties
beyond this House, both in our constituencies and nationally, as national politicians. There is
no way we can reflect the views of the people in this House if we are not out among the people
around the country. Everybody in this House knows that the notion sometimes purveyed that
when we are not here, we are not working is false. I have no doubt that, as the Tánaiste said,
most of the Members of this House would be lucky to get two weeks holidays and for the rest
of the time they will be working at the other elements of this job, which are equally important.
It also gives us an opportunity to do research, and I know from Ministers that they will use the
time to have meetings in their Departments and to discuss policy issues. I join the Tánaiste in
wishing you, a Cheann Comhairle, and everybody the best over the summer period and we will
be fighting fit come the autumn.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Aontaím leis an Tánaiste ar an ábhar seo, cé nach n-aontaím leis ar
aon ábhar eile. Gabhaim buíochas leis an Cheann Chomhairle go háirithe. Rinne sé jab iontach
anseo faoi bhrú ag daoine istigh anseo agus ag na meáin chumarsáide. Bíodh sos maith ag
gach duine.

An Ceann Comhairle: On my behalf I thank the Tánaiste and the two speakers for their kind
good wishes. On behalf of the Members who did not have an opportunity to speak, I in turn
offer everybody a very happy and quiet period during the summer. Unfortunately — or fortu-
nately — in my role, I am not in a position to attend conferences during the summer because
of my——

Deputy John Browne: Are you not lucky?

An Ceann Comhairle: ——desire to be impartial. I also thank the vast majority of Members
who on a consistent basis give me the necessary support that I need in the Chair. I thank you
very much and I wish you all a very happy and enjoyable summer.

Child Sex Offenders (Information and Monitoring) Bill 2012: First Stage

Deputy Denis Naughten: I move:

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill entitled an Act to provide for the establishment
of a scheme to allow the parents or guardians of a child or vulnerable adult to make an
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[Deputy Denis Naughten.]

inquiry to the Gardaí for the purpose of ascertaining whether a person with whom their child
is in contact has been convicted of a sexual offence or is otherwise likely to pose a serious
danger to children; to allow schools or clubs to make inquires to safeguard children in their
care; to modernise the monitoring of sex offenders; to amend the Sex Offenders Act 2001;
and to provide for related matters.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the Bill opposed?

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): No.

Question put and agreed to.

An Ceann Comhairle: Since this is a Private Members’ Bill, Second Stage must, under Stand-
ing Orders, be taken in Private Members’ time.

Deputy Denis Naughten: I move: “That the Bill be taken in Private Members’ time.”

Question put and agreed to.

Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 2012: First Stage

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I move:

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill entitled an Act to define Public Service Broad-
casting, to provide for the replacement of television licences, to provide for revised arrange-
ments for the funding of broadcasting services in Ireland, to place broadcasters on a more
even footing, to provide a process of independent adjudication of complaints, and to provide
a right of access to unedited interview recordings and to provide for related matters.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the Bill opposed?

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): No.

Question put and agreed to.

An Ceann Comhairle: Since this is a Private Members’ Bill, Second Stage must, under Stand-
ing Orders, be taken in Private Members’ time.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I move: “That the Bill be taken in Private Members’ time.”

Question put and agreed to.

An Bille um an Aonú Leasú is Tríocha ar an mBunreacht (Cearta Geilleagracha,
Comhdhaonnacha agus Cultúir) 2012: First Stage

Thirty-First Amendment of the Constitution (Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) Bill
2012: First Stage

Deputy Kevin Humphreys: Tairgim:

Go gceadófar go dtabharfar isteach Bille dá ngairtear Acht chun an Bunreacht a leasú.

I move:

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill entitled an Act to amend the Constitution.
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An Ceann Comhairle: Is the Bill opposed?

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): No.

Cuireadh agus aontaíodh an cheist.

Question put and agreed to.

An Ceann Comhairle: Since this is a Private Members’ Bill, Second Stage must, under Stand-
ing Orders, be taken in Private Members’ time.

Deputy Kevin Humphreys: Tairgim: “Go dtógfar an Bille in am Comhaltaí Príobháideacha.”

I move: “That the Bill be taken in Private Members’ time.”

Cuireadh agus aontaíodh an cheist.

Question put and agreed to.

Estimates for Public Services 2012

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I move the following
Supplementary Estimate:

Vote 32 — Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Supplementary)

That a supplementary sum not exceeding €1,000 be granted to defray the charge which will
come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of December, 2012, for the
salaries and expenses of the Office of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, includ-
ing certain services administered by that Office,for the payment of certain subsidies, grants and
a grant-in-aid, and for the payment of certain grants under cash-limited schemes.

Vote put and agreed to.

Committee of Selection: Motions

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I move:

That Deputy Michael Moynihan be discharged from the Select Committee on Agriculture,
Food and the Marine and that Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív be appointed in substitution for him.

That Deputies Barry Cowen and Brendan Smith be discharged from the Select Committee
on Education and Social Protection and that Deputies Willie O’Dea and Charlie McCon-
alogue be appointed in substitution for them.

That Deputies Niall Collins and Robert Troy be discharged from the Select Committee on
Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht and that Deputies Barry Cowen and Seán Ó
Fearghaíl be appointed in substitution for them.

That Deputy Olivia Mitchell be discharged from the Select Committee on Finance, Public
Expenditure and Reform and that Deputy Dara Murphy be appointed in substitution for her.

That Deputies Dara Murphy and Seán Ó Fearghaíl be discharged from the Select Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs and Trade and that Deputies Olivia Mitchell and Brendan Smith be
appointed in substitution for them.
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That Deputy Charlie McConalogue be discharged from the Select Committee on Health
and Children and that Deputy Robert Troy be appointed in substitution for him.

That Deputy Willie O’Dea be discharged from the Select Committee on Jobs, Enterprise
and Innovation and that Deputy Dara Calleary be appointed in substitution for him.

That Deputy Dara Calleary be discharged from the Select Committee on Justice, Defence
and Equality and that Deputy Niall Collins be appointed in substitution for him.

That Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív be discharged from the Select Committee on Transport and
Communications and that Deputy Michael Moynihan be appointed in substitution for him.

Question put and agreed to.

Advance Healthcare Decisions Bill 2012: Leave to Withdraw

Deputy Liam Twomey: I move:

That, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, the Order of the Dáil of 8 June, 2012,
referring the Advance Healthcare Decisions Bill 2012 to the Select Sub-committee on Health
be discharged, and leave be granted to withdraw the Bill.

Question put and agreed to.

Gaeltacht Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Committee and Remaining Stages

SECTION 1

An Ceann Comhairle: We are discussing the Title to the Bill.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Le blianta beaga anuas, tá ábhar a bhaineann le háit na Gaeilge sa
Ghaeltacht agus sa tír a bhuanú. Tá céimeanna móra tógtha leis an Choimisinéir Teanga, stádas
na Gaeilge san Aontas Eorpach, an staidéar teangeolaíochta agus straitéis 20 bliain don Ghae-
ilge. Rinneadh iarracht nuair a bhí an obair seo ar bun ag an Rialtas deireanach go mbeadh
páirt lárnach ag na páirtithe uile san Oireachtas san obair seo. Anois agus athrá a dhéanamh
ar bhun-reachtaíocht ní amháin na Gaeltachta ach na Gaeilge, níl an tAire Stáit glacadh le
haon leasú sa Dáil nó sa Seanad. In ionad pobal na Gaeilge agus iad siúd atá báúil don Ghaeilge
a aontú taobh thiar den iarracht mhór ar son na Gaeilge, tá an tAire Stáit ag cothú scaoilte.
Ag tabhairt isteach an Bille seo, atá lochtach go bunúsach, tá an tAire Stáit ag tabhairt isteach
Bille gan aon acmhainní taobh thiar dó, Bille a bhaineann cearta daonlathacha de phobal na
Gaeltachta agus a chuireann daoine nach bhfuil aon bhaint nó eolas ag formhór acu ar an
nGaeltacht i mbun roghnú ionadaithe an phobail ar son na Gaeltachta, Bille a leag an cúram
pleanála ar na pobail gan acmhainní agus a shéanann freagracht an Stáit, Bille a thugann
ceannas do fhoras taobh amuigh den dlínse seo ar ghnóthaí an Stáit seo. Bille nach gcuireann
an straitéis 20 bliain don Ghaeilge i bhfeidhm. Níos tábhachtaí fós, is Bille é seo nach bhfuil
aon tacaíocht ann dó ó na daoine is gníomhaí i saol na Gaeilge agus i saol na Gaeltachta.
Iarraim ar an Aire Stáit don uair dheireanach seasamh siar ó bhruach na haille agus Céim an
Choiste don Bhille seo a chur siar go dtí an fómhar. Mura ndéanfaidh an tAire Stáit sin, is oth
liom go gcaithfidh mé a rá leis nach bhfuil i gceist ag Fianna Fáil aon pháirt eile a ghlacadh sa
chur i gcéill atá ar bun anseo inniu. Beimid, áfach, ag teacht ar ais arís agus arís le reachtaíocht
chun leasú a dhéanamh ar an mBille fíor-lochtach seo. Mar sin, ní bheimid ag glacadh tuilleadh
páirte sa díospóireacht seo.
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An Ceann Comhairle: I made an error; I should have moved immediately to deal with the
sections, but as I allowed Deputy Ó Cuív to speak, I will let Deputy Tóibín make his point.

Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Tá díomá uafásach orm, ar mo pháirtí agus ar mhuintir na Gaeltachta
mar gheall ar an mBille seo. Ní amháin gur lig sé síos gluaiseacht na Gaeilge, gluaiseacht atá
ag feitheamh le seasca bliain leis an mBille seo, ach tá bac dochreidte curtha ar an díospóireacht
sa Seanad agus sa Dáil. Is ionann an easpa ama a thug an Rialtas don Bhille agus an easpa
luacha agus easpa measa a thugann an Rialtas don teanga.

Tá fadhbanna ollmhóra ag baint leis an reachtaíocht seo, fadhbanna a dhéanfaidh damáiste
don Ghaeltacht. Tá a lán rudaí in easnamh freisin. Tugann an Bille seo neamhaird ar dheise-
anna atá ann chun fuinneamh a anáil ar ais sa Ghaeltacht. B’fhurasta na heasnaimh sin a
réiteach dá mbeadh an Rialtas i ndáiríre faoin nGaeilge agus faoin bpróiseas comhairliúcháin
leis na heagrais Ghaeilge, agus dá mbeadh an tAire Stáit i ndáiríre faoin bpróiseas daonlathach
san Oireachtas.

Tá an Ghaeilge in áit na leathphingine sa Stát seo. I rith na díospóireachta gairide, chualamar
beagán níos mó ná léirisc fholamha ón Rialtas agus uaireanta, focail nimhneacha, ar nós “langu-
age imperialists”, mar a thug an Teachta Creed ar Ghaeilgeoirí. Ag coiste inné, dúirt an Teachta
Flanagan go raibh sé in éadan airgead a chaitheamh ar eolas sláinte a fhoilsiú i nGaeilge
sa Ghaeltacht.

Táimid ag teacht chuig deireadh na bliana, bliain inar rinne an Rialtas an-dochar don Ghae-
ilge, dochar don Choimisinéir Teanga, dochar do na Gaelscoileanna agus dochar do scéim
labhairt na Gaeilge. Ba dhéistineach a fheiceáil an Rialtas ag bagairt ar Dhónal Ó Cnáimhsí, a
labhair ar son Ghuth na Gaeltachta. Is léir nach bhfuil suim dá laghad ag an Roinn nó ag an
Rialtas plé oscailte daonlathach a dhéanamh anseo inniu. Mar sin, diúltaímid leis an bpróiseas
ina iomláine. Nílimid sásta fanacht anseo agus imeoimid chun ár ndéistin a chur in iúl faoin
ábhar seo.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Go gairid, a Cheann Comhairle.

An Ceann Comhairle: Are we speaking on section 1, amendment No. 1?

Deputy Joe Higgins: Tá agus táim ag rá go gairid gur tús maith é an Bille seo a thabhairt
isteach agus is é tús maith leath na hoibre. Ach an dara leath an rud is tábhachtaí anois. Tá
fadhb leis an dara leath toisc nach bhfuil an Rialtas sásta éisteacht le heagraíochtaí na Gael-
tachta agus daoine go bhfuil an Ghaeilge ina gcroí acu maidir le hathruithe gur ceart a dhéan-
amh don Bhille seo. Ní féidir suí anseo ar feadh na n-uaireanta, dul tríd an Bhille go foirmeálta
agus gan aon mholadh substaintiúil a ghlacadh ós na daoine a dteastaíonn uathu an Bille, agus
todhchaí na Gaeltachta, a shábháil.

Ráiméis amach is amach an méid adúirt an Tánaiste ar maidin mar gheall ar an Dara Chéim,
gur chríochnáigh an díospóireacht go luath agus go bhféadfaí go mbéadh níos mó Teachtaí ag
caint. Ní shin an cheist. Is í an cheist ná conas ar féidir an Bille a athrú. Ní féidir an Bille a
athrú ar an Dara Chéim nuair atá daoine ag déanamh tairiscintí ginearálta. Is ar Chéim an
Choiste ar cheart na hathraithe a chur i gcrích.

Iarraim ar an Rialtas éisteacht le heagrais na Gaeltachta agus na Gaoluinne agus le daoine
a bhfuil an Ghaoluinn ina gcroí acu conas gur féidir an Bille a dhéanamh i bhfad níos fearr
agus, dá bhrí sin, gníomh i bhfad níos éifeachtaí a chur i bhfeidhm chun an teanga a chaomhnú
agus chun borradh agus bláth a chur faoin dteanga, chun deireadh a chur le bánú na Gaeltachta
agus chun an Ghaoluinn agus an Ghaeltacht a chaomhnú agus a chur i mbláth arís.

893



Gaeltacht Bill 2012 [Seanad]: 19 July 2012. Committee and Remaining Stages

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Táimid ag imeacht anois.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Tóibín, you are not formally moving your amendment.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: The Deputies opposite have done it before. Just walk out.

Amendments Nos. 1 and 1a not moved.

Section 1 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 2 and 3 not moved.

Section 2 agreed to.

Amendment No. 3a not moved.

Section 3 agreed to.

Section 4 agreed to.

Amendment No. 3b not moved.

Section 5 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 4 to 6, inclusive, not moved.

Section 6 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 7 to 33, inclusive, not moved.

Section 7 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 34 to 55, inclusive, not moved.

Section 8 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 56 to 79, inclusive, not moved.

Section 9 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 80 to 98, inclusive, not moved.

Section 10 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 99 to 116, inclusive, not moved.

Section 11 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 117 to 120, inclusive, not moved.

Section 12 agreed to.

Sections 13 and 14 agreed to.

Amendment No. 121 not moved.

Section 15 agreed to.
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Amendments Nos. 122 to 134, inclusive, not moved.

Section 16 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 135 to 139, inclusive, not moved.

Section 17 agreed to.

Sections 18 and 19 agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 140 and 141 not moved.

Section 20 agreed to.

Amendment No. 142 not moved.

Section 21 agreed to.

Amendment No. 143 not moved.

Section 22 agreed to.

Sections 23 to 25, inclusive, agreed to.

Amendment No. 144 not moved.

Amendments Nos. 145 and 146 not moved.

Schedule agreed to.

Amendment No. 147 not moved.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Peter Mathews): As there are no more amendments, we will now
proceed to Fifth Stage.

Question proposed: “That the Bill do now pass.”

Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny
McGinley): Ar a laghad, tá deis agam cúpla focal a rá faoin Bhille stairiúil seo, Bille na Gael-
tachta, an chéad Bhille Gaeltachta a tugadh isteach sa Teach seo ó thug Risteárd ó Maolchatha
isteach an chéad Bhille Gaeltachta i 1956. Is fada atá muintir na Gaeltachta agus lucht na
Gaeilge ag fanacht le Bille eile Gaeltachta. Tá an Bille á thabhairt isteach mar go dtuigeann
muid go bhfuil géarchéim sa tír, go mórmhór sa Ghaeltacht, maidir le labhairt na teanga.

Nuair a fhéachann muid ar an toradh a bhí le daonáireamh 2011, bhí 97,000 duine ina gcónaí
ins an Ghaeltacht agus ní dúirt ach 23,000 acu, duine as gach ceathrar, go labhraíonn siad an
Ghaeilge go laethúil. Dúirt na heagraíochtaí Gaeilge a bhí ag caint liom, go gcaithfear rud éigin
a dhéanamh. Dúradh sa suirbhé teangeolaíochta a tháinig amach i 2007 — suirbhé a chuir
saineolaithe teanga as an tír seo agus tíortha eile amach — muna dtugfar aghaidh ar an fhadhb
atá le labhairt na Gaeilge sna Gaeltachtaí nach mbeadh aon Ghaeltacht fágtha sa tír tar éis idir
15 agus 20 bliain. Sin a dúradh sa suirbhé is údarásaí dár cuireadh ar fáil le mo linnse. Bhí
saineolas agus taighde domhain ag baint leis an suirbhé sin a rinneadh ar fud na Gaeltachtaí
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ar fad agus thángthas aníos leis an dearcadh sin. Muna ndéantar rud éigin taobh istigh de 15
bliain agus 20 bliain, ní bheidh aon chainteoir dúchais sa Ghaeltacht.

D’éist mé leis an Teachta Ó Cuív, a shiúl amach lena chuid Teachtaí as an Dáil, agus dúirt
sé go bhfuil muid ar bhruach na haille. Ar ndóigh, ní easaontaím le sin. Táimid ar bhruach na
haille. We are on the precipice, mar adeir siad i mBéarla, as far as the continuation of the
language being a living language in Gaeltacht areas is concerned. Tá mé buartha gur shiúl an
Teachta amach as an Teach agus gur shiúl na Teachtaí eile amach. Ní thuigim cad é an straitéis
atá acusan. Tá straitéis 20 bliain againne agus tá Bille na Gaeltachta againn, ach cad é an
straitéis acusan? Tá siad ag rá nach bhfuil go leor ama leis an mBille a phlé. Is féidir liom a
chur in iúl don Teach gur chaith muid deich uair a chloig, ten hours, ag plé an Bhille seo i
Seanad Éireann. Chaith muid sé uair ag plé an Bhille sa Teach seo agus bhí trí uair eile le
tabhairt don Bhille inniu.

Mar adúirt an Tánaiste romham, bhí mise anseo seachtain ó shin, Dé hAoine seo caite, agus
bhí plé againn ar Chéim a Dó den Bhille, ach ní raibh aon duine anseo le labhairt. Níor tháinig
éinne isteach le labhairt. B’éigean dom brath ar na Teachtaí ó thaobh an Rialtais, go dtí nach
raibh éinne fágtha. Cad a tharla ansin, ach thit an tóin as an díospóireacht agus b’éigean dúinn
í a chur ar ceal. Ní raibh éinne anseo chun an díospóireacht a choinneáil ar siúl. Anois, táthar
ag rá go gcaitfidh muid an t-am a chur siar mar nach bhfuil go leor ama againn chun é a
dhéanamh, ach nuair a bhí an t-am againn an tseachtain seo chaite, ní raibh siad anseo. Mar
sin, níl a fhios agam cé chomh dáiríre agus atá siad. Níor mhaith liomsa a rá le duine ar bith
gur sin fimínteacht. Níor mhaith liom hypocrisy a chur i leith duine ar bith mar is rud mór é
sin. Ach mé ag éisteacht leo inniu agus maidir leis an rud a tharla an tseachtain seo caite, is
cinnte go bhfuil comhartha ceiste mór faoin dáiríreacht atá i measc na ndaoine a shiúl amach
as an Teach. Bíonn siad ag caint ar daonlathas agus cé chomh tábhachtach agus atá an daon-
lathas. Creidim i gcónaí sa daonlathas agus sa chóras daonlathach, ach ní shílim gur comhartha
maith ar an daonlathas daoine atá tofa go daonlathach ag siúl amach gan páirt a ghlacadh sa
díospóireacht thábhachtach seo a bhaineann len ár teanga dúchais, céad teanga na tíre.

Is fada muid ag súil leis an mBille seo. Tháinig tuairisc choimisiún na Gaeltachta amach i
2002, tháinig an suirbhé teangeolaíochta amach ina dhiaidh sin, phlé comhchoiste an Oireach-
tais an ábhar agus ghlac an Rialtas a tháinig romhainn agus an Rialtas seo leis an straitéis 20
bliain don Ghaeilge. Tá cúig bhliain imithe thart cheana féin ó tháinig an tuaireasc ón suirbhé
saineolaíochta amach. Sin an fáth nach bhfuil fonn ormsa níos mó moilleadóireachta a dhéan-
amh leis an Bille seo. Táimid ag cur rudaí ar an mhéar fhada le blianta. Bhí an Teachta Ó Cuív
anseo, agus tá meas agam air. Fear é a rugadh agus a tógadh i mBaile Átha Cliath agus chuaigh
sé siar agus thosaigh sé ag cónaí sa Ghaeltacht. Rugadh agus tógadh mise sa Ghaeltacht. Bhí
an Teachta mar Aire sa Rialtas le blianta fada. Tá an Ghaeilge mar theanga aitheanta ag
leibhéal na hEorpa agus mar theanga oifigiúil anseo, ach tá laigeacht ar an talamh. Sin an áit
a raibh an cúlú agus an trá. Sin an fáth go bhfuil mise agus an Roinn — gabhaim buíochas le
hoifigigh na Roinne agus na daoine go léir a thug cuidiú dom — ag iarraidh an Bhille seo a
chur tríd an Teach. Mar a dúirt duine éigin sa pháipéar inné, táimid ag tabhairt láimhe do
mhuintir na Gaeltacht ina giniúint teanga féin. We are affording the people of the Gaeltacht a
direct say in their own linguistic future.

Níl easpa daonlathais ann. Táimid ag dul chuig muintir na Gaeltachta agus go dtí na pobail
sna Gaeltachtaí. Tá an Ghaeltacht roinnte suas i 19 ceantar, 19 separate areas, agus tá muid ag
tabhairt cuiridh — invitation — do gach ceantar acu sin, do na daoine a labhraíonn Gaeilge
agus atá ina gcónaí ansin agus ag tógaint a dteallaigh le Gaeilge. Tá géarchéím ann. Tá an
Béarla ag brú isteach agus ba mhaith linn an Ghaeilge a choinneáil beo sa Ghaeltacht. Na
ceisteanna atá á chur againn ná cad is féidir linn a dhéanamh. Cad a mheasann daoine atá ina
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gcónaí sa Ghaeltacht for many generations faoi conas gur féidir linn stop a chur leis an tráú
seo agus an taoide a chasadh arís?

Sin daonlathas. Go dtí seo bhí gach Rialtas ag rá go gcaithfear é seo nó é siúd a dhéanamh
— do this, do that. Ní raibh ag éirí leis. Dá mbéadh ag éirí leis ni bhéadh aon Chéim inniu.
Níor éirigh leis sin. Anois, táimid ag déanamh mar a mhol Seosamh Mac Grianna, ceann de
scríbhneoirí móra na Gaeilge, i 1932 agus táimid ag tabhairt focal do mhuintir na Ghaeltachta
ina gcinniúint féin. Táimid ag ligint dóibh teacht aníos lena bpleananna féin.

12 o’clock

Ach nílimid ag cur an t-ualach uilig ar na pobail Gaeltachta. Táimid chun cabhair agus
tacaíocht a thabhairt dóibh. Sin an fáth go bhfuilimid ag déanamh leasú iomlán ar ról Údarás
na Gaeltachta. Beidh Údarás na Gaeltachta ansin. Ní bheidh 20 duine ar bhord Údarás na

Gaeltachta. Beidh 12 air. Beidh cead ag comhairlí contae ina bhfuil ceantair Gael-
tachta cúigear duine a ainmniú le dul ar an mbord agus beidh cead ag an Rialtas
seachtar a chur air. Daoine a mbeidh saineolas agus tuiscint acu ar chúrsaí eacna-

maíochta, ar chúrsaí sóisialta agus ar chúrsaí teanga a bhéas iontu. Beimid ag cur fógra ar
postannapoibli.ie agus beimid ag tabhairt cuireadh do dhaoine ar fud na tíre a shíleann go
bhfuil rud éigin tábhachtach le rá nó le cur ar fáil acu, chomh fada agus a bhaineann sé leis an
Ghaeilge, a gcuid iarratais agus a gcuid curriculum vitae a chur isteach. Geallaim go mbeidh
údarás an-chumasach ansin. Beidh sé dírithe isteach, ní hamháin ar thionscail agus ar fhostaí-
ocht, ach ar chaomhú na teanga ins na ceantair Gaeltachta.

Má fhaigheann an Ghaeilge bás ins na ceantair Gaeltachta beidh an slabhra a théann siar
dhá mhíle bliain briste. Níl aon amhras orm ná go bhfuil Gaeilge go leor ar fud na tíre. Tá an
tír taistealta agam, agus na Gaeltachtaí go léir, ó ceapadh mar Aire Stáit mé. Chuaigh mé go
dtí áiteacha cosúil le Cluain Dolcáin agus Ceatharlach, go háiteacha i gContae an Chláir, go
Carn Tóchair i gContae Dhoire agus an Srath Bán ins an sé contaetha. Feicim an rud atá ar
siúl ansin, tuismitheoirí agus daoine coitianta agus comónta ag rá gur fiú an Ghaeilge a shábháil
agus go gcaithfimid rud éigin a dhéanamh. Ba mhaith leo go mbéadh gaelscoil acu, go mbeadh
a gclanna ag dul go dtí an ghaelscoil agus go mbéadh Gaeilge acu. Nuair a bhímse ag dul
timpeall na tíre agus nuair a fheicim é sin is mór an dóchas, an faoiseamh agus an sásamh a
thugann sé dom. Sin an fáth go bhfuil mé sásta, ins an mBille úr, go mbeidh líonraí Gaeilge
ins na ceantair sin agus iad ceangailte leis an Ghaeltacht.

Tá an Bille ansin le tabhairt faoi na deacrachtaí atá ins an Ghaeltacht. Tá mé thar a bheith
sásta leis sin. Chuireamar a lán oibre isteach ann. D’fhéadfaimís é a chur siar cupla bliain eile,
ach seo an Bille is fearr dá dtáinig muid aníos leis. D’éisteamar le daoine agus leis an rud a bhí
sa straitéis 20 bliain.

Bhí leasaithe thíos ag moladh go mbéadh toghchán ann do Údarás na Gaeltachta. Shocair
an Rialtas cupla uair an módh úr. Údarás úr a bheidh anseo. Nílimid ag cuimhniú ar an údarás
a chuaigh thart. Rinne sé an-chuid oibre. Chothaigh sé postanna ins an Ghaeltacht. Tá mise
an-bhródúil, mar Aire Stáit sa Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta, le cabhair ón Aire
agus ón Rialtais ar fad, gur éirigh linn Údarás na Gaeltachta a choinneáil. Bhí cinneadh beag-
nach déanta deireadh a chur leis. Chonaic muid go raibh an bord snip nua chun deireadh a
chur leis an údarás. Beidh Údarás na Gaeltachta ann. Táimid tar éis priomhfheidhmeannach
úr a chur isteach ar an údarás agus achmhainní caipitil a thabhairt dó, chomh maith leis an
méid a bhí aige anuraidh. Táimid tar éis ról úr a thabhairt dó chomh maith, is é sin na ceantair
pleanála teanga a fhorbairt. Beidh tacaíocht an údaráis le fáil ag na ceantair Gaeltacht agus ag
gnáth mhuintir na Gaeltachta.

Ba mhaith liom aitheantas a thabhairt dos na comharchumainn agus dos na heagrais deona-
cha eile atá ag saothrú ar fud na Gaeltacht agus ar fud na tíre, lá i ndiaidh lae agus seachtain
i ndiaidh seachtaine, ag cur chun cinn na Gaeilge. Tá ról acu-san chomh maith. Níl an Rialtas
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ann féin nó an Bille ann féin chun an Ghaeilge a shábháil ins an Ghaeltacht, ach tugann sé
struchtúr dúinn agus cuireann sé an struchtúr ar bun. Ag éirí amach as sin, beimíd ábalta dul
ar aghaidh agus na pleananna teanga a dhéanamh, mar sin an moladh idirnáisiúnta. Leagfaidh
gach ceantar síos sprioc agus cuspóir. Beidh barra ansin, cad é mar atá an Ghaeilge ins an
cheantar i láthair na huaire agus cén dóigh gur féidir feabhas a chur uirthi. Beidh cúrsaí oidea-
chais agus na seirbhísí poiblí ag teacht isteach ann. Ba mhaith liom go mbéadh gach duine ins
an Ghaeltacht, agus i ngach páirt den tír, ábalta a chuid oibre agus a chuid gnóithe a dhéanamh
leis na Ranna Stáit tré Ghaeilge nó tré Bhéarla. Sin an sprioc a bheimid ag iarraidh a bhaint
amach.

Táimid ag súil go mbeidh líon na gcainteoirí dúchais ins an Ghaeltacht árdaithe 25%, an
sprioc atá sa straitéis 20 bliain. Tháinig titim uafásach ar an líon ó bunaíodh an Stát. Nuair a
bunaíodh an Stát, deirtear liom, bhí 250,000 duine a raibh an Ghaeilge acu lá i ndiaidh lae. Tá
sé sin anuas anois go dtí 23,000, sin titim de 90% ó bunaíodh an Stát. Muna gcuirtear stad leis
sin ní bheidh aon Ghaeltacht fágtha. Sin an rud atá taobh thiar de seo: ceantair pleanála
straitéise teanga; an t-údarás ag teacht isteach chun cuidiú leis na pobail a bpleananna féin a
dhéanamh amach; oiread achmhainní atá againn a chur ar fáil dóibh; agus na pleananna a
thabhairt chun críche. Déanfar monatóireacht ar na pleananna bliain i ndiaidh bliana agus má
tá aon cheantar Gaeltachta nach bhfuil fonn ar an phobal a bheith istigh ins an phlean beidh
impleachtaí aige sin do theorainneacha na Gaeltachta.

Maidir leis na tuairimí atá ag teacht ón Ghaeltacht féin. Tá daoine a deir liomsa gur chóir
dúinn teorainneacha na Gaeltachta a athrú láithreach, sula ndéanaimid aon rud, agus an Ghael-
tacht a ghearradh siar. Ní aontaím leis sin. Caithfimid seans a thabhairt dos na pobail seo agus
córas cuí, due process, a thabhairt dóibh. Beidh seans ag na pobail seo a bpleananna a chur i
láthair. Má chuireann ceantar plean maith isteach agus má ghlacaim féin agus an Roinn leis,
rachaidh an pobal ar aghaidh agus beidh gach cuidiú agus tacaíocht le fáil acu. Má thoileann
pobal nach fiú plean a dhéanamh beidh impleachtai aige sin do theorainneacha na Gaeltachta.
Níl mise ag iarraidh balla a chur thart ar cheantair an-bheaga a bhfuil an Ghaeilge láidir iontu.
Tá mé ag iarraidh deis a thabhairt dos na ceantair ar fad, iad san a bhfuil an teanga láidir iontu
agus na háiteacha nach bhfuil sí láidir, dul ar aghaidh le chéile. Ar scáth a chéile a mhaireann
na daoine.

Níl mé ag iarraidh dul ar ais go dtí an rud a tharla ins an Roinn Oideachais ins na blianta a
chuaigh thart nuair a bhíodh streaming ar siúl ins na scoileanna. Táimid ag iarraidh cainteoirí
le mixed ability a bheith le chéile chun cuidiú lena chéile. Tá mé ag caint ar na rudaí seo le
blianta fada agus sílim gur sin an dóigh is fearr chun é a dhéanamh.

Taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht beidh ról an-thábhachtach ag Foras na Gaeilge. Tá Foras na
Gaeilge ag gníomhú ins an Tuaisceart agus ins an Deisceart. Molaim an obair atá ar siúl aige.
Bhí mé ins an Tuaisceart agus chonaic mé cad é ata ar siúl ansin maidir le cur chun cinn na
teanga. Ins an taobh seo den tír, beidh sé de fhreagracht ar Fhoras na Gaeilge cuidiú leis na
ceantair nach bhfuil ins an Ghaeltacht an teanga á bhrú ar aghaidh. Tá an foras á dhéanamh
cheana féin agus leanfaidh sé ar aghaidh leis an ról sin. Tá mise iontach dóchasach go mbeidh
sé ábalta sin a dhéanamh.

Agus mé ag breathnú thart, sílim go bhfuil mé sa Teach níos faide ná éinne eile. Tá mé anseo
le breis agus 30 bliain. Bhi suim agam i gcónai i gcúrsaí Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta. Is í an
Ghaeilge mo chéad theanga agus níor mhaith liom go gcaillfí an Ghaeilge ins an Ghaeltacht.
Nuair a bhéas mo sheal thart mar Aire Stáit agus nuair a thiocfas an chéad Aire eile, tá súil
agam go mbeidh an Ghaeilge ag fás ins an Ghaeltacht is ag teacht chun cinn.
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Cuireann sé isteach orm, leis an fhírinne a rá, gur shiúil an Freasúra amach inniu agus nár
ghlac Baill an Fhreasúra an deis an trí huaire a bhí againn chun a gcuid tuairimí a chur in iúl
agus plé a dhéanamh ar an ábhar sin. Caitheann siad cuireadh isteach anseo ar leataobh agus
caitheann siad drochmheas ar an daonlathas féin.

Tá mé anseo an oiread sin ama agus chomh fada agus a bhaineann sé le mo pháirtí féin,
there are two matters on which the House has never divided for as long as I have been a
Member. One of these is the Irish language.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: Hear, hear.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: Whether it was Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla nó ag leibhéal na
hEorpa, thug muid i gcónaí tacaíocht don Rialtas, cé go raibh muid thall ansin. Ní dhearna sé
aon difríocht, thug muid an tacaíocht i gcónaí ón taobh sin den Teach. Mheas muid i gcónaí go
raibh an teanga ró-thábhachtach le scoilteadh uirthi. Cuireann sé isteach orm mar dhuine a
bhfuil meas agam ar an teanga, mar dhuine de bhunadh na Gaeltachta agus mar dhuine atá
anseo le tamall fada ag troid an chatha, cé acu ar an taobh seo nó an taobh eile den Teach, ar
son na Gaeltachta agus ar son na Gaeilge. Tá a fhios agam go dtuigeann na heagraíochta
Gaeilge sin. Na moltaí a bhí ag heagraíochtaí na Gaeilge, bhí siad ag dul i gcoinne rationale an
Bhille ar fad. Bhí cinneadh déanta ag an Rialtas faoi dhó, agus na moltaí a bhí déanta, bhí siad
ag dul in éadan spiorad an Bhille mar atá. Sin an t-aon ábhar nár scoilt muid i riamh uirthi
agus mé istigh anseo, an Ghaeilge.

The second matter, as far as I recall, on which we never divided the House is the national
question. When things got hot and heavy in this country, when democracy was under sustained
pressure as never before and when politicians were attacked — some were killed — while
doing their duty and working on behalf of democracy, it would have been easy to split the
House on the national question but we never did so. We always put the national question
ahead of mere political posturing. I hope that what happened here this morning is not simply
something as base as political posturing. We had the opportunity to discuss this Bill on Friday
last but while the Government managed to keep the debate going for a few hours, it eventually
collapsed because no speakers were put forward by the Opposition. I find it difficult to under-
stand the strategy of walking out which the Opposition has adopted today.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: Sinn Féin.

Deputy Joe Carey: Mé féin.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: The Dáil is where we settle and debate matters and enact legis-
lation. It is not the venue for street politics.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: Sinn Féin.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: We had enough street politics in this country for many years. All
we want now is to settle our differences in this Chamber. It is very difficult to settle any
differences when one is obliged to speak to empty benches on the other side of the House.

I do not believe that what has happened here this morning does any great service to the
Gaeltacht or to the ordinary people who live there. The latter and other communities outside
the Gaeltacht are seeking leadership in the context of what they can do to save the Irish
language. The Bill before the House is merely enabling legislation which provides the structure
to allow us to devise plans to bring the language forward. A national effort is going to be made
in this regard and many Government Departments will be involved. The Taoiseach and I
attended a meeting of the cabinet sub-committee on the future of the Irish language this morn-
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ing at which we discussed various matters relating to the language. A similar meeting was held
in June and it is planned to hold another immediately after the recess. Dúirt duine éigin nach
bhfuil an Rialtas seo i ndáiríre. Tá an Rialtas seo i ndáiríre, tá an coiste ar bun agus bhí cúig
chruinniú ag an choiste sin. Ar maidin, bímid istigh ag 9 a.m. fá choinne cúrsaí Ghaeilge agus
Ghaeltachta a phlé. Tá cruinniú eile socraithe don am nuair a thiocfaimid ar ais. Choinnigh
muid Údarás na Gaeltachta. Is cinnte go bhfuilimid i ndáiríre agus tá an Rialtas ag tabhairt
tosaíochta don Bhille seo.

I am aware that other Ministers and their Departments are lining up to introduce and enact
legislation. We have given priority to the legislation before the House because the Taoiseach,
the cabinet sub-committee, everyone present in the House and the people of the Gaeltacht
understand its importance. The survey that was carried out illustrated the importance of the
language. Níl leithscéal ar bith agam.

Bhí a fhios ag achan duine cad é a bhí sa Bhille. In May 2011, I announced what would
happen to Údarás na Gaeltachta and the changes that would be made. I also announced an
mBille Teanga at that stage. A number of months ago I announced what would be the compo-
sition of the board. Thug muid isteach an scéim tacaíochta teanga, the language support
scheme, which allows us to focus our efforts in respect of young children. What we are doing
in this regard is telling parents — those who live in Gaeltacht areas and those who do not —
that they have a choice in the context of deciding what will be their children’s first language,
namely, Irish or English. By the time a child goes to school, his or her first language is already
established. I acknowledge the support we are receiving from the HSE, na húdaráis sláinte, in
the context of the co-operation they are giving to us. We are going into hospitals in order to
inform people, immediately after their children are born, of the choice to which I refer. If they
decide that their children are to be raised through Irish, we provide them with an information
package. This package is being developed on an ongoing basis.

These are new departures for the language. The old ways did not work. They certainly did
not work in the Gaeltacht. If we had not brought forward this Bill — the philosophy behind
which is to give people a say in what is going to happen — I would be extremely pessimistic
about the future. In view of the structures we are establishing under the legislation, tá mise an-
dóchasach go gcasfaidh an Bille an taoide agus go sábháileoidh sé an teanga.

Mar fhocal scoir, ba mhaith liom buíochas a thabhairt do gach Teachta a tháinig isteach agus
a labhair ar an Bhille seo. Ba mhaith liom buíochas a thabhairt do gach Seanadóir a tháinig
isteach le cúpla seachtain agus a labhair ar an Bhille sa Teach eile. Bhí siad go léir i ndáiríre
agus rinne siad a gcás sa Seanad agus sa Teach seo. Labhair 20 Teachta istigh anseo. A total
of 20 Deputies from different parties and from among the ranks of the Independents contrib-
uted to the debate on the Bill. Some of them spoke in Irish, while others made their contri-
butions in English. That is immaterial. If a Member is genuine and wants to speak in English,
I welcome that and it is fine by me. I have never been someone to use a sledge-hammer to
crack a nut. The latter approach has not worked. We want to coax people to come along with
us as part of this great movement.

The centenary of the 1916 Rising is approaching. We all know the part played by the Irish
language and Conradh na Gaeilge and other Irish-speaking organisations in providing the
leadership for that great revolution. When the centenary takes place in 2016, nothing would
give me greater pleasure than for there to be an indication that the response to the legislation
has been positive. Conradh na Gaeilge will celebrate its 120th anniversary next year, which is
another important milestone in our linguistic history. I appeal to it and to all the other language
organisations that have been working hard for many years — often without recognition or
acknowledgement — to our sporting, cultural and social organisations and to the voluntary
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committees to come along with us on this great expedition. Let us all get involved and adopt
the method of working together or to use the old Irish word “meitheal”, ag obair le chéile.

We have nothing to lose by having our own language. I have no intention of repeating myself
but as I travelled throughout the country I discovered that there is a well of support for Irish.
When the census was taken last year, 1.77 million people expressed an interest in or an ability
to speak Irish. It is this enthusiasm, interest and support which we must harness. I hope this
Bill, which has been in preparation for so long and for which we have been waiting for over
50 years, will reignite the flame of the past, so that we go forward united. We should forget
political parties and affiliations. The language should be above that. In the past, perhaps it was
associated with one party or another and it is still said that we are not serious about Irish. I
dismiss that as merely a political charge. We all want to do the best, although we may have
different approaches. This is the framework in which we must work and I appeal to all Members
of the House, leaders of the community, those who are elected, those who work in a volun-
tary capacity——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: And those who walked out.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: Those who walked out may be listening to what we are saying. It
is a great pity they walked out and I hope I will never again experience anything like it. It is
more a reflection on Members of the Opposition than Members on the side. We want to man
the benches. We fought hard to get here and we want to occupy the benches while we are here.
In the past, we were tempted to walk out but we did not.

Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: They are packing their cases for their holidays.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: Mar fhocal scor, gabhaim buíochas le gach duine, le hoifigigh na
Ranna atá anseo agus leis na hoifigigh eile a thug tacaíocht agus cuidiú dom leis an mBille.
Gabhaim buíochas leis na daoine a chuir isteach moltaí, le Coimisiún na Gaeltachta, leis an
suirbhé teangeolaíochta agus le héinne a thug cuidiú nó comhairle dúinn maidir leis an mBille.

Tá áthas orm go bhfuil an Bille tríd. Tá sé 56 bliain ó inniu since the first Gaeltacht Bill was
introduced. In 56 years time, I will not be here but people around me may be. When that time
comes, I hope we will not be saying that the number of native speakers in the Gaeltacht has
declined by 80% or 90%. Nothing would give me greater pleasure than the turning of the tide
as a result of this Bill so that we see an increase of 50% or 60%.

Question put and agreed to.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Peter Mathews): A message will be sent to the Seanad acquainting
it accordingly.

Business of Dáil

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I move: “That
the sitting be suspended from 12.25 p.m. until 1 p.m.”

Question put and agreed to.

Sitting suspended at 12.25 p.m. and resumed at 1 p.m.

Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Bill 2011 [Seanad]: Order for Report Stage

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
move: “That Report Stage be taken now.”

Question put and agreed to.
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Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Bill 2011 [Seanad]: Report and Final Stages

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
move amendment No. 1:

In page 5, line 23, to delete “2011” and substitute “2012”.

This is a technical amendment to ensure the collective citation of the Electoral Acts in the Bill
is correct.

Amendment agreed to.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Amendment No. 2 in the name of Deputy
Catherine Murphy is deemed out of order on the basis of it being outside the scope of the Bill.

Amendment No. 2 not moved.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Amendments Nos. 3 and 4 are related and will be
discussed together.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 3:

In page 6, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:

“PART 2

AMENDMENT OF ELECTORAL ACT 1992

3.—Section 25 (amended by section 11 of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1992 is amended—

(a) in subsection (7)—

(i) by substituting the following paragraphs for paragraphs (f) and (g):

“(f) where the party is registered as organised to contest elections in a specified part
of the State, a reference to that fact and to the part of the State concerned,

(g) the name of any political group in accordance with subsection (8), and”,

and

(ii) by inserting the following new paragraph after paragraph (g):

“(h) the name and address of each accounting unit of the political party and the
name and address of the responsible person or persons of the accounting unit.”,

and

(b) by inserting the following new subsection after subsection (9):

“(10) In this section and section 25A ‘accounting unit’ and ‘responsible person’ have the
same meaning as they have in section 22 of the Electoral Act 1997.”.”.

Amendments Nos. 3 and 4 seek to make the organisation and structure of political parties more
transparent by requiring the information on what are called the accounting units of parties, that
is, the local branches, to be included in the register of political parties. This information will
then be made publicly available.
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I am bringing forward 33 amendments, 31 of which address certain recommendations of the
Mahon tribunal in regard to the financing of politics. This is a sign of the Government’s commit-
ment to respond robustly and swiftly to the uncomfortable truths contained in that report. I
indicated in the House on 27 March that my Department was reviewing the recommendations
made in the tribunal report with a view to facilitating early Government consideration of the
need to bring forward amendments to this Bill. Although anxious to ensure the legislation
would be enacted as soon as possible, I undertook to examine those recommendations that
were relevant to the Bill and amenable to being implemented by way of amendment. The
amendments I am presenting today represent the outcome of that consideration.

The proposals I have made will make it an offence to give a political donation on behalf of
another person without informing the recipient of the identity of the donor. Donation declar-
ation statements will have to include additional information on the sources of donations and
how they were received and recorded by the recipient. I propose to reduce the threshold for
anonymous donations from IR£100 to €100. Consequent to this amendment, the threshold will
be reduced to €100 for opening a political donations account for the registration of a third
party with the Standards in Public Office Commission and in the definitions of political party
accounting units and third parties. Individual cash donations in excess of €200 will be banned.
We will get to all of these amendments in due course.

Amendments Nos. 3 and 4 seek to address the following recommendation of the Mahon
tribunal: “Political parties should be required to supply details of their organisational structure,
including their subsidiary organisations and branches, as a condition of registration under the
Electoral Act 1992”. They will ensure there is greater transparency in regard to the organis-
ational structure of political parties.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 4:

In page 6, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:

4.—Section 25A (inserted by section 11 of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1992 is amended
by inserting the following new subsection after subsection (4):

“(4A) (a) when replying to an inquiry under subsection (4) the officer of the party
shall provide the Registrar with the name and address of each accounting unit of the
political party and the name and address of the responsible person or persons of the
accounting unit, including any changes that have occurred during the period from when
the particulars were last provided to the Registrar,

(b) the Registrar shall enter the particulars provided under paragraph (a) in the
Register.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I move amendment No. 5:

In page 6, between lines 21 and 22, to insert the following:

“5.—Section 17(1)(b) (as inserted by section 50(c) of the Electoral (Amendment) Act
2001) of the Act of 1997 is amended by substituting “by all candidates” for “by candidates
of all qualified parties”.”.
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[Deputy Catherine Murphy.]

There are four streams of funding for politicians and political life in this country. First, all
Members of the Dáil and the Seanad receive an equal staffing allocation. The second is the
party leader’s allowance which is paid in respect of every Member, except the Ceann Comh-
airle, although paid in a different manner to different Deputies. The third is the Oireachtas
staffing allowance paid to all Members other than Independents. The fourth is the party funding
under the Electoral Acts, for which any party receiving more than 2% of first preference votes
in the preceding general election is eligible. In the last election the citizens of Ireland chose to
elect a sizeable number of Independent Deputies. In fact, 17% of the membership of the House
comprises Deputies not eligible for this funding. The only groupings which qualify are the four
large parties in the Dáil, namely, Fine Gael, the Labour Party, Fianna Fáil and Sinn Féin.

What is happening is that 100% of the funding in this allocation goes to Members who
represent only 83% of the popular mandate. There is an opportunity to show respect for the
wishes of the electorate by moving to address this anomaly. If the 17% of funding which
corresponds to the Independent representation in the House was returned to the Exchequer,
it would amount to some €800,000 per annum, or more than €4 million in the lifetime of the
Dáil. It is unacceptable that the parties should benefit disproportionately from this funding in
a manner which ignores the substantial mandate of Independent Deputies.

Another example of the failure to reflect the wishes of the electorate is the way in which the
secretariat is provided for the party political system. Even though the Technical Group is a
recognised grouping in the House, the Standing Orders of the Dáil make no provision for a
secretariat to facilitate Members in their parliamentary functions. Apart from not being pro-
vided with staff, we are not even given a computer or a telephone. It is a very unfair system
and an insult not only to Independent Members but also to the mandate they have received
from the electorate.

To clarify, I am not arguing for the withdrawal of funding for political parties. On the con-
trary, I fully accept the valuable role they play in political life. As I said on Committee Stage,
I have been a member of no less than three political parties. I did not intend for that to happen,
but that is the way it worked out.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The Deputy might well change her current status in due course. She has
a track record.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I cannot say what I might do in future. As I said, I accept that
political parties have their place. Equally, however, there should be respect for Deputies who
are not members of parties. Since the establishment of the State, Ireland has had a history of
electing significant numbers of Independents. The funding to which I am referring was placed
on a formalised footing in 1938 by de Valera’s Government. Independent representation has
always been a feature of the House to a greater or lesser degree. What I am proposing is that
the portion of this funding which corresponds to the percentage of Independent representation
in the House should not go into the pot for the parties to divide among themselves. The
total amount should be discounted by the 17% mandate given to Independents at the last
general election.

Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly: On Committee Stage, the argument we heard was that political
parties get millions of euros extra funding because they have special duties and special things
to do that Independent Deputies do not have to do. I wonder what they are if we think about
what we all contribute to parliamentary democracy. My office comes up with policy, has plenty
of administration, conducts local meetings — we held three public meetings on the referendum

904



Electoral (Amendment) Bill 19 July 2012. 2011: Report and Final Stages

in Wicklow — and deals with the media. I am curious as to what all these special duties parties’
have. When I compare what I do and what my team and office do here and in Wicklow, it is
not apparent to me that there are millions of euro extra things Deputy Micheál Martin does
as leader of Fianna Fáil, although I am sure there are some. I do not hold a convention during
the year attended by lots of people but the argument that there are lots of things parties must
do, such as devise policy, administration, hold local meetings and local administration which I,
as an Independent Deputy do not have to do, does not stack up.

Like Deputy Murphy, I accept the argument for funding for political parties. I am in no way
against political parties. I am an Independent Deputy because I decided to run for election
about six weeks before the general election, and maybe none of the parties would have had
me anyway. A situation where Deputy Micheál Martin gets more than four times the funding
per Fianna Fáil Deputy than I get sounds imbalanced. Maybe it is the case that every single
Fianna Fáil Deputy creates at least four times more value in our democracy than I do. I do not
think that is true but they get more than four times more money.

The second argument is that the Technical Group has no secretariat. As the Minister knows,
the parties get 0.8 whole-time equivalents per Deputy but we do not get any. Even if we did not
take any additional money and even if the funding did not follow the Deputy, it is reasonable to
say that, as a group, we can be most effective with some of the resources parties have, such as
the ability to draft legislation, to have amendments reviewed by legal expertise and so on.
There is something to that.

I would like a system whereby political funding followed the Deputy, as the Deputy is the
person invested with the democratic mandate, and if Deputies want to form a party and pool
their money, that is fine. That is what I would advocate for. Failing that, I would certainly
advocate for some secretariat support for a group like the Technical Group in order for it to
be as effective as possible and failing that, I would point to Deputy Murphy’s final point. Even
if we want to continue a situation where Fianna Fáil gets 4.3 times the funding per Deputy the
Independents get and we think that is reasonable and we think it is reasonable that the second
largest Opposition group does not get any secretariat support, which everybody else gets, at
least save the rest of the money. Currently, as Deputy Murphy pointed out, the extra money
does not go back to the Exchequer but the parties get more because there is an unusual number
of Independent Deputies. Deputy Murphy’s amendment talks to that quite well. I do not
imagine we will win this but for future consideration, I would appreciate it if the Minister
would take those points on board.

Deputy Phil Hogan: It is important to note that political parties are different from Indepen-
dents. Independents have a fair bit of financial support already through various other sources
which members of political parties do not have. We give that money to ensure we have a strong
organisation and press and communications system in place. I do not expect Deputy Murphy
or Deputy Donnelly to have an apparatus in place which would support 35,000 members of a
national organisation. That is what the Fine Gael Party must support. Fianna Fáil, Sinn Féin
and the Labour Party must also support organisations. Political parties have a lot of responsi-
bility to their membership. There is a lot more to supporting a political structure than being
an individual.

If we are to have a strong and cohesive parliamentary democracy and political system, it
must be supported, otherwise we will have a collection of 166 Independents. We would prob-
ably have elections on a very regular basis, which may suit some people, but it would not
provide any stability or confidence to the country if we could not show that we could generate
stability and confidence between political parties to have a programme for Government. The
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

same would apply to the Opposition in terms of research, press and communications and man-
aging the structure of a political party, which is a fairly mammoth task.

Obviously, people who have not been involved in political parties would not understand that.
Deputy Murphy, who was part of a political party in the past, should understand that there are
a lot of responsibilities in terms of supporting the membership of a national organisation which
she does not have to support currently. She gets a considerable amount of resources from the
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform which we must submit to our political parties for
the purpose of meeting our obligations, structures and staffing, which she does not have to do.

The balance is between whether one supports the political parties in the way they come
together as a cohesive unit, albeit there will be differences within that unit in terms of policy
propositions. However, once they are decided, we must have the stability to follow them
through. Therefore, I reject the amendment.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: The fact so many Independents were elected in the last general
election is a reflection of the citizens’ choice and that cannot be ignored. The words “political
party” are not mentioned in the Constitution. Political parties are to all intents and purposes
private clubs focused on the political system. Essentially, the resources provided to the Inde-
pendents are provided to the political parties but to a much greater extent. The leaders’ allow-
ance is provided to the party leader. One would have to question how much power the back-
bencher has. Many Deputies have said to me and to others that they did not realise funding
was provided by the Deputy to the party leader. Much of this political funding is to provide a
press office, which is there to maintain the situation.

Parties produce a manifesto at election time but a constant bone of contention among the
electorate is that many of the things in those manifestos are pious aspirations. All of the policy
which finds its way into the main document of the political party — people vote on what is
presented to them — does not appear in the decisions made. I will press the amendment as its
acceptance would make a meaningful difference and have the effect of saving the Exchequer
a substantial amount of money.

Amendment put:

The Dáil divided: Tá, 11; Níl, 101.

Tá

Boyd Barrett, Richard.
Collins, Joan.
Donnelly, Stephen S.
Flanagan, Luke ‘Ming’.
Healy, Seamus.
Higgins, Joe.

Níl

Bannon, James.
Barry, Tom.
Broughan, Thomas P.
Burton, Joan.
Butler, Ray.
Buttimer, Jerry.
Byrne, Catherine.
Byrne, Eric.
Calleary, Dara.
Carey, Joe.
Coffey, Paudie.
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McGrath, Finian.
Murphy, Catherine.
O’Sullivan, Maureen.
Pringle, Thomas.
Ross, Shane.

Collins, Áine.
Collins, Niall.
Conaghan, Michael.
Conlan, Seán.
Conway, Ciara.
Corcoran Kennedy, Marcella.
Costello, Joe.
Cowen, Barry.
Crowe, Seán.
Deasy, John.
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Níl—continued

Deenihan, Jimmy.
Deering, Pat.
Doherty, Pearse.
Doherty, Regina.
Dooley, Timmy.
Dowds, Robert.
Doyle, Andrew.
English, Damien.
Farrell, Alan.
Feighan, Frank.
Ferris, Martin.
Fitzpatrick, Peter.
Flanagan, Terence.
Fleming, Sean.
Grealish, Noel.
Griffin, Brendan.
Hannigan, Dominic.
Harrington, Noel.
Healy-Rae, Michael.
Heydon, Martin.
Hogan, Phil.
Humphreys, Heather.
Humphreys, Kevin.
Keating, Derek.
Keaveney, Colm.
Kehoe, Paul.
Kelly, Alan.
Kenny, Seán.
Kirk, Seamus.
Kitt, Michael P.
Kyne, Seán.
Lawlor, Anthony.
Lowry, Michael.
Lynch, Ciarán.
Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.
McCarthy, Michael.
McConalogue, Charlie.
McGinley, Dinny.
McGrath, Mattie.
McGrath, Michael.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Catherine Murphy and Maureen O’Sullivan; Níl, Deputies Emmet Stagg
and Paul Kehoe.

Amendment declared lost.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Amendments Nos. 6, 8, 12, 13, 21, 22, 26, 27, 30,
37, 39 and 40 are related. Amendment No. 31 is an alternative to amendment No. 30. They
will all be discussed together.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 6:

In page 7, to delete lines 1 to 11 and substitute the following:

“(b) in paragraph (aa) (inserted by section 49(b)(ii) of the Act of 2001) by—

(i) substituting “€100” for “£100” in the definition of “accounting unit”,

(ii) substituting “€100” for “£100” in the definition of “third party”, and

(iii) inserting the following definitions:
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McLellan, Sandra.
McLoughlin, Tony.
McNamara, Michael.
Maloney, Eamonn.
Mathews, Peter.
Mulherin, Michelle.
Murphy, Dara.
Murphy, Eoghan.
Nash, Gerald.
Naughten, Denis.
Neville, Dan.
Nolan, Derek.
Nulty, Patrick.
Ó Caoláin, Caoimhghín.
Ó Cuív, Éamon.
Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.
Ó Ríordáin, Aodhán.
Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
O’Brien, Jonathan.
O’Donnell, Kieran.
O’Donovan, Patrick.
O’Dowd, Fergus.
O’Mahony, John.
O’Reilly, Joe.
O’Sullivan, Jan.
Phelan, Ann.
Rabbitte, Pat.
Ring, Michael.
Ryan, Brendan.
Shortall, Róisín.
Smith, Brendan.
Spring, Arthur.
Stagg, Emmet.
Stanton, David.
Tóibín, Peadar.
Troy, Robert.
Tuffy, Joanna.
Wall, Jack.
Walsh, Brian.
White, Alex.
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

“ ‘company’ means a company established under the Companies Acts;

‘corporate donor’ means—

(i) a body corporate,

(ii) an unincorporated body of persons, or

(iii) a trust,

which makes a donation, and for the purpose of this definition a body corporate and
any subsidiary thereof shall be deemed to be one person;”.”.

This group of amendments will have the effect of reducing the threshold for receipt of anony-
mous donations to €100, the threshold for opening a political donations account to €100 and
to €100 the threshold whereby a third party is recognised as such and must be registered. A
similar donation threshold of €100 will also apply in the definition of “accounting unit” for a
political party. Each of the amendments flows from the recommendations of the Mahon tri-
bunal regarding the treatment of anonymous donations. The tribunal recommended that anony-
mous donations of more than €55 to electoral candidates or elected representatives, or of more
than €175 to political parties be banned. Currently all anonymous donations of more than
€126.97 are banned. I agree with the principle behind the tribunal’s recommendation but
accepting the proposal would mean that the anonymous donation threshold for parties would
increase, while the threshold for individuals would decrease. As I do not favour increasing the
threshold for parties, a reasonable way of implementing this recommendation is by reducing
the threshold for all anonymous donations to €100.

Amendment No. 31, tabled by Deputy Brian Stanley on behalf of Sinn Féin, is being dis-
cussed with this group because it seeks to amend the same section of the Bill as Government
amendment No. 30, albeit for a different purpose. The Deputy’s amendment is one of seven
Sinn Féin amendments which seek to remove from the Bill the provisions dealing with corpor-
ate donations. The purpose of the amendments is to ban corporate donations altogether, but,
as I explained on Second Stage, this is not constitutionally feasible. I will be opposing the
amendment for this reason.

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: There should, of course, be full transparency and accountability
when it comes to any type of donation. With regard to the specifics of anonymous donations,
in the current economic climate I do not imagine there are too many people in the country
willing to donate to any individual politician or group anonymously. People would prefer for
it to be known that they were giving funds provided they are in a position to do so.

I have one thing to say about the major political parties in respect of funding. They are
unanimous about one thing when it comes to political funding for parties. They must admit
that they have a great advantage over the Independent candidates in this House and the Inde-
pendent councillors throughout the country. When it comes to election time Independents must
fund and run their campaigns entirely on their own. In recent years, given the increasing cost of
advertising and everything that goes with a campaign, including posters and so on, considerable
expenditure is needed to run a successful election campaign. The major political parties are in
agreement on one thing, that is, they would like to squeeze out the Independents if they could.
Thankfully, the people in the various constituencies see the merit in holding on to Indepen-
dents. Whether that will continue to be the case in future given the changes in the boundaries
is a different tale.
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Ultimately, behind all the moves under way throughout the country there is a major move
to try to squeeze out and put down Independents because the political parties do not want
Independents to be here. Ultimately, when it comes to funding, people should have the right
to help out at election time by making donations, provided that it is all accounted for and that
at the end of the election the candidate publicly discloses how much he got and where it came
from. There is nothing wrong with that.

The political parties have so many other ways of fund-raising that Independents cannot avail
of. Other advantages arise from being a member of a political party. Considering the way the
whole thing is weighed up, it is a wonder that Independents are surviving, but thank God they
are. I hope there will always be Independents in the House. They have served the country and
the county councils well throughout the years and I hope they will continue to be here in the
years ahead, in spite of what others in political parties would prefer.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: My points are along the same lines. I am surprised by what the
Minister has said. He maintains that Constitution would not allow him to ban all corporate
donations or to go below a figure of €100, if I understood correctly when he explained it on an
earlier Stage. I agree that it is most difficult for Independents. The public and the media should
examine this issue. There should be a fully transparent system and a certain amount should go
for each vote collected. Some allowance should be made to all parties and then we would have
a level playing field based on votes garnered at an election. That would cut out the need for
funding altogether. Naturally that would not suit the larger parties.

Fine Gael has been fund-raising wholesale since and before it came into government. The
Minister was leading the charge with all the various events including horse racing events and
the tents. Fine Gael attacked the last Government for the Galway races tent but those in the
party have a fair number of tents themselves and a fair amount of money. A good deal has
been raised since Fine Gael came to government in spite of all the promises it made about
transparency and so on.

Fine Gael is treating the Labour Party as the mudguard or the hind tit — pardon the
expression — of this coalition. The fund-raising is under way and the big business cabals are
still here. We have read in the newspapers of certain senior people in Fine Gael who got vast
sums of money in soft loans on an interest only basis. Other Fine Gael Deputies bought proper-
ties off them and this sticks in the craw of the electorate. The old big Blueshirt regime is still
going on.

This is the same way the Minister treated people with the septic tank charge. The ideas was
to charge the little people, stand on them and then kick them out of the way because those in
Fine Gael were the big people or the landed gentry as they used to be called. That will not
wash with the public and certainly it does not wash with me on behalf of the public in my
constituency. Deputy Healy-Rae pointed out that the so-called independent gerrymandering
of the constituencies is an effort to get rid of Independents. What is taking place in my county
is outrageous. Two county councils which have been in place for almost two centuries are being
abandoned and then forced together.

Deputy Phil Hogan: What does this have to do with the amendment?

Deputy Mattie McGrath: If the cap fits the Minister can wear it. I am speaking to the
amendment.

Deputy Phil Hogan: He is in his arm.
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Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Minister might not like it but I will say it anyway. It is the
same with the constituency. While Minister is pumping money into Waterford city, part of it is
in County Kilkenny.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): The Deputy should speak to the amendment.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The carry-on of this Minister is flagrantly wrong and despicable.
He thinks he can get away with it but there will be a day of reckoning and it will come soon.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I do not have to respond to Deputy McGrath because what he said had
nothing to do with the amendment.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is because he cannot.

Deputy Phil Hogan: Deputy Healy-Rae should note that there are no difficulties in respect
of matters he raised today. We dealt with them while discussing the previous amendment.

Amendment put and declared carried.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I move amendment No. 7:

In page 7, between lines 11 and 12, to insert the following:

“(c) members of the Oireachtas and members of the European Parliament may donate up
to €6,357 to their own party.”.

Amendment put and declared lost.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 8:

In page 7, between lines 11 and 12, to insert the following:

6.—Section 23 (amended by section 49(c) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is amended
in subsection (1) by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment put and declared carried.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Amendments Nos. 9, 24 and 34 are related and will
be discussed together.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 9:

In page 7, to delete lines 12 to 15 and substitute the following:

6.—Section 23A (inserted by section 49(d) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended by substituting the following subsection for subsection (1):

“(1) Without prejudice to subsection (2), none of the following persons, namely—

(a) a member of either House of the Oireachtas,

(b) a member of the European Parliament,

(c) a candidate at a Dáil, Seanad or European election,

(d) a political party,
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(e) a third party, or

(f) an accounting unit,

shall, directly or through any intermediary, accept from a particular person in a part-
icular year—

(i) a donation the value of which exceeds, in case the first-mentioned person falls
within paragraph (a), (b), or (c), €1,000,

(ii) a donation the value of which exceeds, in case the first-mentioned person falls
within paragraph (d), (e), or (f), €2,500, or

(iii) a donation of cash of an amount which exceeds €200.”.”.

These amendments will introduce a ban on all cash donations greater than €200. Donations
made up of large amounts of cash not only look wrong but are wrong. Currently, there is no
prohibition on the acceptance of cash donations. The Mahon tribunal recommended that this
issue be addressed.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: On a point of order, the listing handed out relates to the Gaeltacht
Bill. We cannot deal with the Gaeltacht Bill because it was dealt with this morning. I realise it
is not the Minister’s fault. Can we wait until we get the groupings?

Deputy Phil Hogan: Is it the groupings?

Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is as Gaeilge.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: The groupings are different from what we have before us.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: They are from the Gaeltacht Bill.

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: We are working off a different sheet.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Perhaps the Minister is trying to confuse us altogether.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I thought Deputy McGrath said it was not my fault. He has changed
his mind.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I did it to keep the Minister in humour.

Deputy Phil Hogan: He changes his mind regularly.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I do not.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Can we proceed with the debate? The amendment
groupings are on the way.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Where are we now?

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): I have read it out. Do you want me to re-read it?
The Minister has moved amendment No. 9. Amendments Nos. 9, 24 and 34 are related and
will be discussed together. The Minister is addressing it.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The effect of these amendments is to require that all donations in excess
of €200 be made by cheque or some form other than cash.
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Amendment put and declared carried.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Amendment No. 10 is in the name of Deputy
Stanley. Amendments Nos. 10, 14, 32 and 35 are related and will be discussed together.

Deputy Sandra McLellan: I move amendment No. 10:

In page 7, to delete lines 16 to 40, to delete page 8, and in page 9, to delete lines 1 to 33
and to substitute the following:

7.—The Act of 1997 is amended by inserting the following section after section 23A
(inserted by section 49(d) of the Act of 2001):

“23AA.—(1) None of the following persons namely—

(a) a member of either House of the Oireachtas,

(b) a member of the European Parliament,

(c) a candidate at a Dáil, Seanad or European election,

(d) a political party,

(e) a third party, or

(f) an accounting unit,

shall not directly or through any intermediary accept any corporate donations.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a donation shall not be prohibited under that
subsection where—

(a) a provider of a programme of education and training,

(b) the students’ union or other representative body recognised by a provider of
a programme of education and training,

makes a payment to a club, society or other body, operating with the permission and
on the premises of the provider of a programme of education and training, and every
member of which is a student who is enrolled or registered with the provider of a
programme of education and training.

(3) Where, notwithstanding subsection (1) a donation the acceptance of which is
prohibited by that subsection, is made to a person referred to therein, the donee shall,
not later than 14 days after the receipt of the donation either, return the donation or,
in the case of a donation which is a monetary donation, the part of it exceeding the
limit concerned to the corporate donor and keep a written record of that return for
the purposes of it being furnished to the Standards in Public Office Commission, if
required by it.

(4) The Standards in Public Office Commission shall dispose of all moneys, property
or goods received under subsection (3) in such manner as may be directed by the
Minister for Finance.”.”.

Sinn Féin opposes the practice of corporate donations to political parties. Our amendments
state clearly that there should be a total ban on corporate donations, whether large or small and
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whether paid directly or through any intermediary, but an exemption from the new registration
requirements is given to a provider of a programme of education and training or a students’
union where such a body makes a payment to a students’ society or club. This will allow
colleges or students’ unions to continue to provide financial support to student groups that
promote political participation without being obliged to comply with the new corporate donor
requirements. These grants to student societies can hardly be regarded as the sort of corporate
donation that needs to be restricted, and this exemption does not contradict our objective of
enhancing the openness and transparency of political funding in Ireland. There is a world of
difference between a student society getting a payment from a third level institution to fund a
political society and what we are talking about here in terms of corporate donations. Students’
unions should not be subject to this.

2 o’clock

Deputy Phil Hogan: The amendments from Deputy Stanley and Sinn Féin would effectively
delete most of the provisions dealing with corporate donations from the Bill. On Second Stage
I outlined the legal reasons an outright ban on corporate donations raises questions with refer-

ence to Article 40 of the Constitution on freedom of expression and freedom of
association. The amendments put forward by Sinn Féin do not have sufficient
regard to the compatibility of an outright ban on corporate donations with these

constitutional commitments. My legal advice from the Attorney General is that, notwithstand-
ing that the Government would have nothing against these particular matters in principle, it
cannot be done in practice because of the constitutional issues. However, these issues can be
referred in the future to the constitutional convention for consideration.

The matter of exemptions for students is already dealt with through amendments that I
introduced earlier, which reflect the spirit of ensuring that student societies in colleges continue
to be able to engage in politics with the help of funding from the societies and from the third
level colleges themselves.

Deputy Sandra McLellan: Is the Minister quoting advice from the Attorney General on
those amendments?

Deputy Phil Hogan: Yes.

Question put: “That the words proposed to be deleted stand.”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 78; Níl, 30.

Tá

Bannon, James.
Barry, Tom.
Broughan, Thomas P.
Burton, Joan.
Butler, Ray.
Buttimer, Jerry.
Byrne, Catherine.
Byrne, Eric.
Carey, Joe.
Coffey, Paudie.
Collins, Áine.
Conaghan, Michael.
Conlan, Seán.
Conway, Ciara.
Corcoran Kennedy, Marcella.
Costello, Joe.
Deasy, John.
Deenihan, Jimmy.
Deering, Pat.
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Doherty, Regina.
Donnelly, Stephen S.
Dowds, Robert.
Doyle, Andrew.
English, Damien.
Farrell, Alan.
Feighan, Frank.
Fitzpatrick, Peter.
Flanagan, Terence.
Griffin, Brendan.
Hannigan, Dominic.
Harrington, Noel.
Heydon, Martin.
Hogan, Phil.
Humphreys, Heather.
Humphreys, Kevin.
Keating, Derek.
Kehoe, Paul.
Kelly, Alan.
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Tá—continued

Kenny, Seán.
Kyne, Seán.
Lawlor, Anthony.
Lowry, Michael.
Lynch, Ciarán.
McCarthy, Michael.
McGinley, Dinny.
McGrath, Mattie.
McLoughlin, Tony.
McNamara, Michael.
Maloney, Eamonn.
Mathews, Peter.
Mulherin, Michelle.
Murphy, Dara.
Murphy, Eoghan.
Nash, Gerald.
Naughten, Denis.
Neville, Dan.
Nolan, Derek.
Nulty, Patrick.

Níl

Boyd Barrett, Richard.
Browne, John.
Calleary, Dara.
Collins, Niall.
Colreavy, Michael.
Cowen, Barry.
Crowe, Seán.
Doherty, Pearse.
Ferris, Martin.
Flanagan, Luke ‘Ming’.
Fleming, Sean.
Healy, Seamus.
Higgins, Joe.
Kirk, Seamus.
Kitt, Michael P.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Emmet Stagg and Paul Kehoe; Níl, Deputies Aengus Ó Snodaigh and
Sandra McLellan.

Question declared carried.

An Ceann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 11, 18, 19, 25, 28, 29, 36, 41, 43 and 44 are related.
Amendment No. 17 is also related and is an alternative to amendment No. 18, and amendment
No. 42 is also related and is an alternative to amendment No. 41. Therefore, amendments Nos.
11, 17 to 19, inclusive, 25, 28, 29, 36 and 41 to 44, inclusive, will be discussed together.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The ten amendments all relate to the introduction of new restrictions
on indirect donations or “donations given through intermediaries”, as they are described. The
amendments respond to the Mahon tribunal recommendation that indirect donations be pro-
hibited. In making its recommendation, the tribunal commented that, under the Electoral Act
1997:

... indirect contributions are permitted if the recipient knows the name of and the address
of the person on whose behalf the donation is made. It is not, however, an offence to fail to
inform the recipient of the person’s true name and address.
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Ó Ríordáin, Aodhán.
O’Donnell, Kieran.
O’Donovan, Patrick.
O’Dowd, Fergus.
O’Mahony, John.
O’Reilly, Joe.
O’Sullivan, Jan.
O’Sullivan, Maureen.
Phelan, Ann.
Rabbitte, Pat.
Reilly, James.
Ryan, Brendan.
Shortall, Róisín.
Spring, Arthur.
Stagg, Emmet.
Stanton, David.
Tuffy, Joanna.
Wall, Jack.
Walsh, Brian.
White, Alex.

Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.
McConalogue, Charlie.
McGrath, Finian.
McLellan, Sandra.
Moynihan, Michael.
Murphy, Catherine.
Ó Caoláin, Caoimhghín.
Ó Cuív, Éamon.
Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.
Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
O’Brien, Jonathan.
Pringle, Thomas.
Ross, Shane.
Smith, Brendan.
Troy, Robert.
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These amendments will require that where an indirect donation is given, the identity of the
person on whose behalf the donation is made must also be provided to the recipient.

It will be an offence to fail to provide this information and the intermediary making the
indirect donation can be prosecuted. The amendments will introduce a mechanism that will
make it an offence not to provide the name of an indirect donor. In doing so, it will have the
effect of prohibiting anonymous indirect donations and will respond to the relevant Mahon
tribunal recommendation.

Amendments Nos. 17 and 42 submitted by Deputy Brian Stanley on behalf of Sinn Féin are
being discussed with this group. Each seeks to amend the same sections of the Bill as Govern-
ment amendments Nos. 18 and 41, albeit for a different purpose. We have dealt with five
related amendments from Sinn Féin on the corporate donations provision included in the Bill
and the purpose of these combined amendments, including the amendments being dealt with,
is to ban corporate donations. As I said, that is not constitutionally possible. The Government
has set out its approach to this matter which is legally sound. Therefore, I oppose amendments
Nos. 17 and 42.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 12:

In page 9, between lines 33 and 34, to insert the following:

9.—Section 23B (inserted by section 49(d) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended in subsection (1) by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 13:

In page 9, between lines 33 and 34, to insert the following:

10.—Section 23C (inserted by section 49(d) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: I move amendment No. 14:

In page 9, to delete lines 34 to 45, to delete pages 10 to 12 and in page 13, to delete lines
1 to 3.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand,” put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.

An Ceann Comhairle: Amendment No. 15 is in the name of the Minister. Amendments Nos.
16, 23 and 38 are related and they may all be discussed together by agreement.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 15:

In page 13, between lines 4 and 5, to insert the following:

“(a) in paragraph (a) of subsection (1)—
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

(i) by substituting the following subparagraphs for subparagraphs (i) and (ii):

“(i) the value of the donation,

(ii) the name, description and postal address of the person by or on whose behalf
the donation was made,”

and

(ii) by inserting the following subparagraphs after subparagraph (ii):

“(iii) the date on which the donation was received,

(iv) whether the donation was requested from the donor, and if so, the name and
postal address of the person who requested the donation, and

(v) whether a receipt issued to the donor in respect of the donation, and if so, the date
on which the receipt issued and the name of the person who issued the receipt.”.”.

These four amendments will require that additional information be included in the statement
of donations submitted to the Standards in Public Office Commission by candidates at all
elections, political parties, third parties and elected representatives. The Mahon tribunal recom-
mended that “donation recipients should be required to provide more detailed information
regarding the source and nature of donations which they have received”. While the new
requirements for the registration of corporate donors contained in the Bill will mean that
detailed information will be available on such donors, I propose to apply additional require-
ments to all donations, corporate and non-corporate. The tribunal has recommended that in
distinguishing between contributions which are true political donations and those which it
describes as bribes, additional details should be included in a donation declaration form to
identify, first, whether the donation was solicited, second, the name of the person soliciting the
donation and whether a receipt was given and, third, the date the donation was given and
received. Amendments Nos. 15 and 16 will apply these provisions to Dáil, Seanad and Euro-
pean Parliament elections and election candidates, political parties and third parties. Amend-
ments Nos. 23 and 38 will apply the new requirements respectively at presidential elections and
to local authority members.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 16:

In page 13, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:

“(b) in subsection (2)—

(i) in paragraph (a) by substituting “(i) to (v)” for “(i) and (ii)”, and

(ii) in paragraph (b) by substituting “(i) to (v)” for “(i) and (ii)”

and”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: I move amendment No. 17:
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In page 13, lines 23 to 31, to delete all words from and including “knowingly” in line 23
down to and including “respect.”,” in line 31 and substitute the following:

“knowingly accepts payments of the kind outlined in section 23AA(1)(ii) (inserted by
section 7 of the Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding Act) 2012).”,”.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand,” put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 18:

In page 13, to delete line 31 and substitute the following:

“(2012) which is false or misleading in any material respect.

(1E) A person shall be guilty of an offence if he or she—

(a) contravenes section 23AB (inserted by section 8 of the Electoral (Amendment)
(Political Funding) Act 2012), or

(b) knowingly furnishes information under section 23AB which is false or misleading
in any material respect.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 19:

In page 13, line 33, to delete “(1C) or (1D)” and substitute “(1C), (1D), or (1E)(b)”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I move amendment No. 20:

In page 13, between lines 39 and 40, to insert the following:

“(2) Section 26(2)(b) of the Act of 1997 is amended by deleting the words “Trade
Union”.”.

The point of this amendment is that for the purposes of making political donations, a trade
union should not be considered as a corporation in the same way, for example, as a major
bank, a major multinational corporation or a private company which will make donations to
political parties from its profits. A trade union is a different entity being made up of thousands
and, in some cases, tens of thousands of ordinary members who might want to make contri-
butions through their union towards a political purpose or a particular political party. Subject
to its democratic procedures, a trade union should be treated distinctly from a decision by a
board of well heeled capitalists to make a donation which is largely for the purpose of affecting
policy on behalf of a corporate minority, whereas trade unions, in general, represent ordinary
working class people, workers who do not in any sense have the same clout or access to the
political establishment as the major corporations through their lobbying and the various means
by which they can influence policy, apart from the fact that many of the establishment political
parties in the State are ideologically at one with the thinking of the big business elite. In that
regard, in fairness to workers and to allow for more alternative voices in opposition to, for
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[Deputy Joe Higgins.]

example, the austerity policies of the Government and its predecessor, an exception should
be made.

Unfortunately, I was taken short on amendment No. 7 owing to some confusion. I cannot go
back to it, but I wonder why the Minister would not agree that Oireachtas Members should be
able to donate to their own party up to the current limit, considering that the limits on
donations from corporations, etc. were to ensure there would not be a danger of corruption.
However, that would not arise where an Oireachtas Member wanted to donate a larger amount
to his or her party. There are no implications in terms of there being a conflict of interest or
anything like it. I know we have passed amendment No. 7, but I would be interested to hear
the Minister explain, perhaps in one sentence, the reason he would not agree to this.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The amendment would delete the term “trade union” from section
26(2)(a) of the Electoral Act 1997. This subsection clarifies that multiple donations given to
the same person by a trade union must be aggregated in the annual report made by a trade
union to the Registrar of Friendly Societies. The amendment would not radically change the
existing provisions in the current legislation or the Bill, but it would have a limited effect,
especially given the new restrictions on donations, and introduce an inconsistency into the
legislation.

The purpose of the Bill is to restrict the influence of corporate donations and corporate
donors. The definition of the term “corporate donor” embraces all classes and categories of
bodies. It is all-encompassing and encapsulates all incorporated and unincorporated bodies
which include companies, trade unions, trusts, partnerships, societies, associations, clubs and
non-governmental organisations. Everybody is treated the same. It is essential that all of these
bodies are brought within the scope of the legislation and that they operate transparently when
making political donations. Trade unions are not being singled out positively or negatively in
that regard. They are being treated the same as everybody else.

Deputy Joe Higgins: What about the other point made?

Deputy Phil Hogan: Deputy Catherine Murphy will tell the Deputy all about it.

Amendment put and declared lost.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 21:

In page 13, to delete lines 40 to 42 and in page 14, to delete lines 1 to 9 and substitute
the following:

12.—Section 46(2) of the Act of 1997 is amended in paragraph (aa) (inserted by section
49(f) of the Act of 2001) by—

(a) substituting “€100” for “£100” in the definition of “third party”, and

(b) inserting the following definitions:

“ ‘company’ means a company established under the Companies Acts;

‘corporate donor’ means—

(a) a body corporate,

(b) an unincorporated body of persons, or
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(c) a trust,

which makes a donation, and for the purposes of this definition a body corporate
and any subsidiary thereof shall be deemed to be one person;”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 22:

In page 14, between lines 9 and 10, to insert the following:

13.—Section 47 (amended by section 49(g) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended in subsection (1) by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 23:

In page 14, to delete lines 10 and 11 and substitute the following:

13.—Section 48 of the Act of 1997 is amended in subsection (1)—

(a) by substituting “€600” for “£500”,

(b) by substituting the following paragraphs for paragraphs (a) and (b):

“(a) the value of the donation,

(b) the name, description and postal address of the person by or on whose behalf
the donation was made,”

and

(c) by inserting the following paragraphs after paragraph (b):

“(c) the date on which the donation was received,

(d) whether the donation was requested from the donor, and if so, the name and
postal address of the person who requested the donation, and

(e) whether a receipt issued to the donor in respect of the donation, and if so, the
date on which the receipt issued and the name of the person who issued the
receipt.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 24:

In page 14, to delete lines 12 to 15 and substitute the following:

14.—Section 48A (inserted by section 49(h) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended by substituting the following subsection for subsection (1):

“(1) Without prejudice to subsection (2), none of the following persons, namely—

(a) a candidate,
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

(b) a presidential election agent, or

(c) a third party at a presidential election,

shall directly or through any intermediary, accept from a particular person in a part-
icular year—

(i) a donation the value of which exceeds, in case the first-mentioned person falls
within paragraph (a) or (b), €1,000,

(ii) a donation the value of which exceeds, in case the first-mentioned person falls
within paragraph (c), €2,500, or

(iii) a donation of cash of an amount which exceeds €200.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 25:

In page 16, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:

16.—The Act of 1997 is amended by inserting the following new section after section
48AA (inserted by section 15 of the Electoral (Amendment)(Political Funding) Act 2012):

“48AB.—A person who makes a donation on behalf of another person shall notify
in writing—

(a) the candidate,

(b) the presidential election agent, or

(c) the third party at a presidential election,

to whom the donation is made—

(i) that the donation is made on behalf of a person other than the person making
the donation, and

(ii) the name, description and postal address of the person on whose behalf the
donation is made.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 26:

In page 16, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:

17.—Section 48B (inserted by section 49(h) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended in subsection (1) by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 27:

In page 16, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:
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18.—Section 48C (inserted by section 49(h) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1997 is
amended by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 28:

In page 16, to delete lines 18 to 23 and substitute the following:

“(b) by inserting the following subsections after subsection (2):

“(2A) A person shall be guilty of an offence if he or she knowingly furnishes a state-
ment referred to in section 48AA(1)(ii) (inserted by section 15 of the Electoral
Amendment)(Political Funding) Act 2012) which is false or misleading in any material
respect,

(2B) A person shall be guilty of an offence if he or she—

(a) contravenes section 48AB (inserted by section 16 of the Electoral (Amendment)
(Political Funding) Act 2012), or

(b) knowingly furnishes information under section 48AB which is false or misleading
in any material respect.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 29:

In page 16, line 26, to delete “subsection (2A)” and substitute “subsection (2A), (2B)(b)”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 30:

In page 17, to delete lines 9 to 22 and substitute the following:

20.—Section 19A (inserted by section 58(m) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1999 is
amended by—

(a) substituting “€100” for “£100” in the definition of “third party”, and

(b) inserting the following definitions:

“ ‘company’ means a company established under the Companies Acts;

‘corporate donor’ means—

(a) a body corporate,

(b) an unincorporated body of persons, or

(c) a trust,

which makes a donation, and for the purposes of this definition a body corporate and
any subsidiary thereof shall be deemed to be one person;
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

‘register of corporate donors’ means the register established under section 23D
(inserted by section 8 of the Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Act 2012) of the
Act of 1997;”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 31 not moved.

Deputy Sandra McLellan: I move amendment No. 32:

In page 17, between lines 22 and 23, to insert the following:

“(2) A candidate at an election shall not directly or through any intermediary accept any
corporate donations.”.

Amendment put and declared lost.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 33:

In page 17, line 23, after “2001)” to insert “of the Act of 1999”.

This is a technical provision to ensure that correct referencing is applied. The amendment will
clarify that the Act of 1999 is being amended in this instance.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 34:

In page 17, to delete lines 25 to 30 and substitute the following:

“(a) by substituting the following subsection for subsection (1):

“(1) (a) Without prejudice to subsection (2) a candidate at an election shall not,
directly or through any intermediary, accept in connection with the election from a part-
icular person—

(i) a donation the value of which exceeds €1,000, or

(ii) a donation of cash of an amount which exceeds €200.

(b) Without prejudice to subsection (2), none of the following persons, namely—

(i) a member of a local authority,

(ii) a political party, or

(iii) a third party,

shall, directly or through any intermediary, accept from a particular person in a part-
icular year—

(I) a donation the value of which exceeds, in case the firstmentioned person falls
within subparagraph (i), €1,000,
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(II) a donation the value of which exceeds, in case the firstmentioned person falls
within subparagraph (ii) or (iii), €2,500, or

(III) a donation of cash of an amount which exceeds €200.”,”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Sandra McLellan: I move amendment No. 35:

In page 17, to delete lines 34 to 39, to delete pages 18 and 19, and in page 20, to delete
lines 1 to 7 and substitute the following:

“22.—The Act of 1999 is amended by inserting the following section after section 19B
(inserted by section 58(m) of the Act of 2001):

“19BB.—(1) A candidate at an election shall not, directly or through any intermediary,
accept in connection with the election from a particular corporate donor a donation the
value of which exceeds €200 unless—

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a donation shall not be prohibited under that
subsection where—

(a) a provider of a programme of education and training, or

(b) the students’ union or other representative body recognised by a provider of
a programme of education and training, makes a payment to a club, society or other
body, operating with the permission and on the premises of the provider of a prog-
ramme of education and training, and every member of which is a student who is
enrolled or registered with the provider of a programme of education and training.

(3) Where, notwithstanding subsection (1), a donation the acceptance of which is
prohibited by that subsection, is made to a person referred to therein the donee shall,
not later than days after the receipt of the donation, either—

(a) return the donation, or in the case of a donation referred to in subsection (1)
which is a monetary donation, the part of it exceeding the limit concerned, to the
corporate donor and keep a written record of that return for the purposes of its
being furnished to the local authority concerned, if required by it, or

(b) notify the local authority concerned of such receipt and remit the donation, or
in the case of a donation referred to in subsection (1) which is a monetary donation,
the part of it exceeding the limit concerned or the value thereof to the local authority.

(4) A local authority shall dispose of all moneys, property or goods received by it
under subsection (3) in such manner as it determines.

(5) In this section—

‘provider of a programme of education and training’ has the same meaning as it
has in section 2 of the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act 1999.”.”.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand,” put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.
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Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 36:

In page 20, between lines 7 and 8, to insert the following:

23.—The Act of 1999 is amended by inserting the following new section after section
19BB (inserted by section 22 of the Electoral (Amendment)(Political Funding) Act 2012):

“19BC.—(1) A person who makes a donation on behalf of another person shall
notify in writing the candidate at an election to whom the donation is made—

(a) that the donation is made on behalf of a person other than the person making
the donation, and

(b) the name, description and postal address of the person on whose behalf the
donation is made.

(2) A person who makes a donation on behalf of another person shall notify in
writing—

(a) the member of a local authority,

(b) the political party, or

(c) the third party, to whom the donation is made—

(i) that the donation is made on behalf of a person other than the person making
the donation, and

(ii) the name, description and postal address of the person on whose behalf the
donation is made.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 37:

In page 20, between lines 10 and 11, to insert the following:

24.—Section 19D (inserted by section 58(m) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1999 is
amended in subsection (1) by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 38:

In page 20, to delete lines 11 to 13 and substitute the following:

24.—Subsection (1) of section 19E (inserted by section 58(m) of the Act of 2001) of the
Act of 1999 is amended—

(a) by substituting “€600” for “£500”,

(b) by substituting the following subparagraphs for subparagraphs (i) and (ii):

“(i) the value of the donation,
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(ii) the name, description and postal address of the person by or on whose behalf the
donation was made,”

and

(c) by inserting the following subparagraphs after subparagraph (ii):

“(iii) the date on which the donation was received,

(iv) whether the donation was requested from the donor, and if so, the name and
postal address of the person who requested the donation, and

(v) whether a receipt issued to the donor in respect of the donation, and if so, the date
on which the receipt issued and the name of the person who issued the receipt.”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 39:

In page 20, between lines 13 and 14, to insert the following:

25.—Section 19F (inserted by section 58(m) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1999 is
amended in subsection (1) by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 40:

In page 20, between lines 13 and 14, to insert the following:

26.—Section 19G (inserted by section 58(m) of the Act of 2001) of the Act of 1999 is
amended by substituting “€100” for “£100”.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 41:

In page 20, to delete lines 21 to 29 and substitute the following:

“(iii) by inserting the following new paragraphs after paragraph (b):

“(bb) knowingly furnishes a statement referred to in subparagraph (ii) of section
19BB(1)(a) or clause (II) of section 19BB (1)(b) (inserted by section 22 of the Electoral
(Amendment) (Political Funding) Act 2012) which is false or misleading in any material
respect,

(bc) contravenes section 19BC(1) or (2) (inserted by section 23 of the Electoral
(Amendment) (Political Funding) Act 2012), or

(bd) knowingly furnishes information under section 19BC (1) or (2) which is false or
misleading in any material respect.”.”.

An Ceann Comhairle: I move a verbal amendment to the text of amendment No. 41, to
correct a drafting error:
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[An Ceann Comhairle.]

— in the text to be inserted at paragraph (bc) of the amendment, to delete the “or” at
the end of the paragraph, and

— to change the full stop at the end of paragraph (bd) to a comma.

Amendment to amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 41, as amended, agreed to.

Amendment No. 42 not moved.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 43:

In page 20, line 34, to delete “19BB, 19D” and substitute “19BB, 19BC, 19D”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I move amendment No. 44:

In page 20, line 36, to delete “(4B)(bb)” and substitute “(4B)(bb), (4B)(bd)”.

Amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 45 not moved.

An Ceann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 46 to 48, inclusive, are related and will be dis-
cussed together.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I move amendment No. 46:

In page 23, line 21, to delete “Chairman” and substitute “Chairperson”.

One of the key aspects of the Bill relates to gender quotas. That will be almost exclusively to
ensure an adequate number of women are included in the political system. It is an example of
positive discrimination of which I am in favour. It seems strange that the Bill would include
gender-specific language such as the word “Chairman” in the context of the Bill. I seek to
change the language and to use the word “Chairperson”. It is particularly relevant given the
content of the Bill.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I have great sympathy with the amendments and I would love to accept
them, but I had to get legal advice on whether the use of “Chairperson” would be more
appropriate than “Chairman”. In the Constitution the Ceann Comhairle is referred to as the
Chairman of Dáil Éireann. The reference appears in a number of places, specifically in Articles
14, 15, 16, 22, 24, 27, 31, 33 and 35. The term used in the Bill is correct from a legal point of
view, although the Deputy does highlight a valid point. For legal reasons I cannot accept the
amendments but the spirit of what Deputy Murphy is trying to achieve will have to be con-
sidered in the review of the Constitution which is due to begin shortly.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I accept that what the Minister said is correct from a legal point
of view but it serves to highlight just how discriminatory language is in terms of inclusiveness.
This is not the type of issue that gets priority in constitutional amendments but it could easily
be dealt with in conjunction with other matters. It would be an easy issue to explain to more
than 50% of the population. Having an in-built majority would be helpful.

926



Electoral (Amendment) Bill 19 July 2012. 2011: Report and Final Stages

Deputy Phil Hogan: A valid submission could be made on the matter to the constitutional
convention. Perhaps Deputy Murphy will be a participant in it herself.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand,” put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I move amendment No. 47:

In page 24, line 20, to delete “Chairman” and substitute “Chairperson”.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand,” put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I move amendment No. 48:

In page 24, line 35, to delete “Chairman” and substitute “Chairperson”.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand,” put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.

Amendments Nos. 49 to 52, inclusive, not moved.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I move amendment No. 53:

In page 26, to delete line 42, and in page 27, to delete lines 1 and 2 and substitute the
following:

“at the general election held subsequent to the polling day specified in the subpara-
graph (i)”.

I wish to speak on behalf of Deputy Donnelly. When we debated this issue on Committee
Stage, the Deputy made a valid point about increasing the quota to 40%, and he provided
statistics. This amendment is to do with timing. The provisions will become active after the
next general election — in effect, ten years after the end of this term. However, if we intend
to change the culture we must act much more quickly. There is a defect in the Bill in the sense
that the length of time was not anticipated. We had a good debate on Committee Stage, and I
am sure Deputy Donnelly can more than adequately go through the detail. If we are to change
the culture and if quotas are to mean something then we cannot do so in a manner that could
be open to criticism at a later point or that would allow an accusation of tokenism. That is my
take on the issue. I am sure Deputy Donnelly will discuss the detail.

Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly: I reiterate that I applaud what the Minister is doing with this
Bill and its passage today is an historic event in Ireland. No one desires quotas and I do not
believe women coming in to politics seek them. However, as Members are aware, the evidence
from all over the world shows that in a political system such as that which obtains in Ireland
at present, which has systemic discrimination against women entering politics at a cultural level
and in previous times at a legislative level, the only way one can achieve a balance is through
quotas. In time, they can be taken away and I note some countries have used quotas to reach
the balance and subsequently have removed them. I told the Minister on Second and Commit-
tee Stages that I applaud this measure and consider the Bill to be historic legislation.
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[Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly.]

The amendment concerns the time at which the quota moves from 30% to 40%. On the
assumption that this Dáil will last for its expected duration, there will be a move to 30% within
three and a half or four years. I understand the Labour Party needs only to find three to five
candidates to meet the quota, while Fine Gael must find approximately 13 candidates to so do.
The issue is that as currently written, the legislation provides that the 40% quota will come in
at the election held seven years after the next election. This means there will be an election in
three and a half or four years, at which time the 30% quota will be introduced. This is historic
and is to be welcomed. Thereafter, however, seven years must elapse before being able to go
to the next level. If one assumes full Dáil terms, this will result in the 40% quota being intro-
duced in 14 years’ time. My concern is that having considered the 30% quota, the parties will
decide to find the additional candidates needed to hit that quota, that is, three or four and 13
in the case of the Labour Party and Fine Gael, respectively, but that they will not need to
worry about it again for another decade. I believe such a timelag would kill the momentum
required to achieve real cultural reform and proper representation of women within our democ-
racy, which is the spirit of the Bill. Members should recall that in respect of female represen-
tation worldwide, Ireland is currently ranked in 86th place and lies behind Afghanistan. Sadly,
if one considers the results from the last general election, we are moving backwards. While the
30% quota is important, it will be just as important to have a strong signal from the Minister,
Deputy Hogan, and the Government to the effect that Ireland is moving to 30% and then to
40%. The message should not be that Ireland is moving to 30%, after which there will be a
ten-year wait before going to 40%.

It is possible, based on the Committee Stage debate, that the intention of the Bill was not
necessarily to wait an additional ten years and to have the introduction of the 40% quota in
14 years’ time. Consequently, the amendment as tabled provides for a move to a quota of 30%
at the next election — let us assume this will take place in three or four years — and then, at
the subsequent election, to move to a quota of 40%. I understand there could be a concern
that in the event of an election being held in three and a half years’ time, another election
could be held a year later and such momentum potentially would be too quick and might force
the system to move in an unhealthy way. Consequently, I suggest the Minister might consider
accepting an oral amendment. The first line on page 27 of the Bill provides for “7 years”. In
other words, we will wait seven years after the next election and in the election after that, the
quota will move to 40%. I asked the Minister to consider changing the aforementioned number
from 7 to 3. This would avoid the scenario in which there was a move to 30% in three and a
half years’ time, followed within a year and a half by another election at which the quota rose
to 40%. In specifying three rather than seven years, Members would ensure the process does
not move too fast but, critically, would also ensure a move to 30% in three or four years from
now and thereafter a move to 40% in four or five years’ time.

It is a fairly minor change but before I was elected to Dáil Éireann, I spent several years
working both here and abroad on cultural change within large complex public organisations.
Based on that experience, I believe that achieving the type of cultural change Members seek
and having proper representation of women within Dáil Éireann would be best served by
maintaining the momentum wherein we move to 30% within three and a half years and then
go to 40% in five years’ time. I believe that is the spirit of what is intended. I ask the Minister
to consider accepting an oral amendment to change the period from seven years to three years.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: This amendment was debated on Committee Stage, when it was tabled
by Deputies Catherine Murphy and Donnelly. Deputy Donnelly used the word “spirit” in
respect of the amendment and all Members would agree with the spirit of the amendment. It
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is somewhat ironic that Independent Members are discussing party quotas when they are not
obliged to impose that measure on themselves, although members of political parties will be
so obliged.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: That is because we are not given any funding.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: However, having listened to his comments, Deputy Luke ‘Ming’
Flanagan may be interested that when I introduced a Private Members’ Bill on this issue in
2008, I was told I was being fanciful, this would not be achievable and this was a type of social
engineering that it was not the job of this House to be doing. However, Members are debating
this measure this evening. In approximately one hour’s time, all Stages of deliberations on the
Bill will have been completed and it will have been passed as legislation. Moreover, it will be
on its way to Áras an Uachtaráin tomorrow afternoon to President Higgins. This constitutes a
milestone in electoral reform in Ireland. It has put down a benchmark that has been long
awaited and that previous Administrations have ignored. At the next general election, political
parties will be obliged to have a gender balance of 70% to 30% at a minimum.

There is an assumption in the amendment tabled by Deputy Donnelly that political parties
will simply hit the 30% quota and go no further. However, it could well be the case that the
30% quota could be exceeded and that which Deputy Donnelly seeks could come about anyway
because for the first time, political parties will be required to respond to gender measures.
However, I acknowledge there is an issue in that political parties may simply hit that 30%
target. This leaves open the possibility in future Administrations, at which time Deputy Don-
nelly himself could be in government, for the Minister of the Environment, Community and
Local Government of the day after the next election to revert to this legislation and amend it.
However, the particular issue under discussion concerns the laying down of a benchmark and
a milestone. I note that when it has been introduced in other countries across Europe and
elsewhere, it has been found that as soon as the process begins, the numbers start moving in
the direction sought. As far as this legislation is concerned, my hope for a future amendment
is that a sunset clause will be inserted in respect of this provision because the position will have
been reached at which membership of this House reflects the societal balance in respect of
gender in Ireland. In other words, I anticipate a time in the future at which it will not be
necessary to legislate for such measures, as the desired outcome would arise naturally from the
political process. Ultimately, this is what this legislation is about. It is not even about an issue
of gender but is about a societal issue, in that as a society, Ireland must have a Parliament that
reflects the balance of gender in the public. Consequently, just as I did during the debate on
this amendment on Committee Stage, I welcome the intent of Deputy Donnelly’s amendment.
However, we are moving on an incremental position. I note that other reforming legislation in
this House, such as the Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants
Act 2010, which also was an incremental measure, now brings Members onto other positions.
Ultimately, while I welcome what Deputy Donnelly is proposing, what is being done today is
the correct measure.

Deputy Sandra McLellan: Sinn Féin fully supports gender quotas and we agree with that
aspect of the Bill and what it is doing for politics and gender. However, it should be decoupled
from corporate donations and it is a bit disingenuous of the Government parties to put both
together.

Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly: I do not think there is any irony in a Member of the House
advocating for the representation of women in politics, whether the Member is in a party or
not. There is nothing ironic about me standing up here at all. In terms of political form in this
country, it is the single most important thing we need to do, although I think there is a lot we
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need to do. I believe passionately in it and I will continue to support the Minister on it, but
there is certainly no irony in me advocating for it.

I have a concern about the Minister’s statement that the parties may exceed the quota them-
selves. Perhaps they will. I hope they will, but let us look at what is going on in the culture.
We are moving backwards. Were we on a path that had already 20%, 25%, 30% and looking
at 35%, then I would say that they may exceed it, but we are not on that path. We are going
backwards. One of the things that has really surprised me in my time as a Deputy is some of
the hostility towards greater female participation. When we were discussing this one day, a TD
told me that a woman’s place is in the home and that politics is a man’s business. This was not
a member of the old guard in politics for the last 30 years. I have heard some horrific comments
on the culture. I accept that this is not necessarily the norm, but it is there and it is strong. Let
us look at the future politicians from Young Fine Gael and Ógra Fianna Fáil as examples,
because we know how they voted. They voted against quotas. If we look at the culture and
where the system is going, then we must conclude that the system, sadly, is going in the opposite
direction to that which the Minister and I hoped it would go. That is why we need an enforcing
mechanism. It would be great if we did not need quotas. My concern is with where the system
is going.

This is historic legislation and I congratulate the Minister and the Government on it. This
amendment was not tabled on Committee Stage but it arose during debates at that Stage. It
comes down to a simple issue. Do we want to wait 14 years to move to 40%? The legislation
states that the threshold shall be 40%, so we are going to 40%. This amendment is all about
momentum and it is about a very clear signal to the system which states that we are moving to
30% and five years later we are moving to 40%, as opposed to moving to 30% and 14 years
later moving to 40%. That is all it is. We agree absolutely on where the system needs to go.
As somebody who has spent time looking at how to change cultures, I believe strongly that
waiting 14 years to go to 40% is just too long. We could wait nine years. That would be a small
but very important change in shifting and building the momentum. That is what this is about.
I ask that it be considered.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I can understand clearly where Deputies Donnelly and Murphy are
coming from. The gender balance provisions we are putting in the Bill are ambitious. It refers
to the participation of women in politics in particular, but we must be conscious of the fact
that 15.19% of candidates elected in the last general election were women. It is a fair challenge
to get to 30% between now and the next election, unless there is a cultural change in the
political system. The 30% requirement will double the amount of female participation in the
next general election. It is a matter for the electorate then to decide whether they want to elect
those people, whether they are male or female.

We studied the recent French elections. A parity law was introduced in France in 2000 and
it provided for a gender balance in candidate selection at general elections. It linked candidate
selection to the funding of political parties, in a similar way to what we are doing here. By
2007, the number of women elected to the French National Assembly stood at just 18.5%, but
on 17 June 2012, the number of women elected increased to 26.8%. It has taken a bit of time
since 2000 to increase the number of women elected to the French National Assembly by 50%
. There are now 155 women in the French National Assembly. It took a period of time for
people to gear up to the notion that we should make a bigger political and cultural effort to
bring about a greater gender balance in the make-up of our parliamentary system.

I understand the bona fides of Deputy Donnelly and what he is trying to achieve. Let us see
how we can bed in the 30% quota for the next election. There is nothing stopping any future
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government amending that legislation
after that election, so that the momentum to which the Deputy refers can be maintained. I will
be glad to keep an eye on this. I am sure all Members who spoke on the issue are not divided
on the principle of it, but perhaps we are taking a more pragmatic approach in the political
system to ensuring we do not fall flat on our faces when achieving the objective of increasing
the participation of women in politics.

Question, “That the words proposed to be deleted stand”, put and declared carried.

Amendment declared lost.

An Ceann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 54 and 55 are out of order.

Amendments Nos. 54 and 55 not moved.

Bill, as amended, received for final consideration.

Question proposed: “That the Bill do now pass.”

Deputy Catherine Murphy: Quite a number of the amendments that I tabled were ruled out
of order. I tried to take one of them directly from an amendment in the Seanad which dealt
with vouching moneys. I believe that all public moneys should be properly accounted for and
vouched, and I am very disappointed that this has been ruled out of order. I tabled two amend-
ments on the issue and I am disappointed that I did not get to debate them. I thought the
amendment which had been tabled in the Seanad, which I changed marginally, would have
been accepted as it was accepted in the Seanad. We have to deal with that issue. It is very
disappointing that it takes so long to deal with things that are so obviously necessary and the
right things to do.

The key issue in the Bill is that of gender quotas and it is really important that this happens.
It clearly does not apply to Independents because it is linked to a sanction in the funding
system and that particular stream of funding does not apply to Independents. That funding
comes under the Electoral Acts, which goes back to the original amendment that I spoke about
earlier. The real movement towards a parliament that reflects the citizens should begin at local
government level. I accept the Minister’s point that the same set of circumstances apply and a
sanction is not available to be included in the Bill. It will, however, be essential. If one wants
to see a greater number of women in the political system, it will happen at local government
level in the first instance. For example, in Kildare, when I stood for election in 2009, there
were 43 candidates for county council elections, of whom six were women. There were three
electoral areas where there was no choice on the ballot paper. We have to see an end to this
type of offering.

There are several provisions missing from this Bill. One hopes we will see more comprehen-
sive legislation to deal with electoral funding in the broader sense. The Standards in Public
Office Commission constantly complains every year about the amount of funding that appears
to be available, even in election years, that does not find its way through the process of declar-
ation. That impacts very negatively on the political system.

Obviously, Parliament moves slowly and there are other legislative priorities, some of them
dictated by outside bodies. Restoring faith in the political system will only happen if political
parties and politicians are affected negatively as a consequence of legislation such as this. There
are several other elements that should have been contained in this Bill. I will probably end up
introducing a Private Members’ Bill to address the provisions that were rejected. My amend-
ments that were ruled out of order are long enough to warrant doing that.
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I thank the officials involved in putting together this important legislation which I hope will
make a difference. The debate on Committee Stage was useful but I believe there is a long
way to go before we have a political system that is funded in a way that will be accepted by
the citizens.

Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly: On behalf of the Technical Group, I extend my thanks to the
Ceann Comhairle and his entire team for all of his and their work in serving the Dáil this term.
I understand we forgot to say that earlier on today.

It is self-evident that the same arguments for female representation at national level should
apply at local government level. From the debate on this Bill, it is my understanding that the
Government would like to see its provisions regarding female representation apply at local
level. When I put it to the Minister before as to the possibility of bringing in quotas at local
government level, he informed me it was not legislatively possible to tie political funding to
local government elections. The Government would pursue the same quota provisions if it
could find a forcing mechanism and some sort of sanction that could be applied against political
parties at local level. Over recent days I contacted several civil society groups which are work-
ing to further female representation in political life. They told me they had an undertaking that
this was being examined in other legislation and the Government is considering it. This was
not brought up on Second or Committee Stages. Will the Minister confirm whether a quota
mechanism for local government is being investigated?

I will be voting for this Bill. Once again, I congratulate the Minister and his officials on a
truly historic Bill.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: I also commend and congratulate the Minister for the Environment,
Community and Local Government, Deputy Hogan, on this extensive legislation. Most of the
focus has been on the particular section dealing with gender parity. I imagine this legislation
will pass without challenge when it is put to the vote. It reminds me of the evening when the
civil partnership legislation was passed in the previous Dáil. There was a feeling right across
the House then that a good day’s work had been done. A good day’s work has also been done
today on reforming the political system with regard to female participation. It is a matter for
which all Members can claim a degree of ownership. I commend the Minister and his officials
on taking this legislation through the various Stages and ensuring it will be law for the next
general election.

Members of the 5050 Group, who would exceed Deputy Donnelly’s ambitions with regards
to female representation, are present in the Visitors Gallery. I commend and congratulate them
on their own campaign. Obviously, when this Bill is passed, they will be back to us asking when
we will get to 50:50 male-female ratio in political participation. It would be regrettable not to
recognise the role played by the 5050 Group in addressing this issue.

We have begun the process of instilling a new type of dynamic and process in politics that I
hope we will see at the next general election. I take Deputy Donnelly’s point on board that we
should not be scraping over the 30% line just to be compliant with the legislation but instead
getting political representation to resemble society’s gender balance.

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
thank Deputy Niall Collins of Fianna Fáil, Deputies Stanley and McLellan of Sinn Féin,
Deputies Catherine Murphy and Donnelly of the Technical Group, Deputy Ciarán Lynch, chair
of the environment committee, and the officials for their co-operative work on this political
funding Bill. The legislation’s provisions were part of the programme for Government. I am
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delighted we were able to amend it today to take account of recommendations made by the
Mahon tribunal so as to make political funding much more transparent and accountable, reduce
the dependence on corporate donations and introduce a system in which people of both genders
can participate in politics in a more open way.

Question put and agreed to.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): The Bill is deemed by virtue of Article 20.2.2° of
the Constitution to be a Bill initiated in Dáil Éireann. The Bill will now be sent to the Seanad.

Government Response to Mahon Tribunal Recommendations: Statements

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): If it is acceptable
to the House, I propose to share time with the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: In common with my Government and party colleagues, I have
strongly welcomed the publication of the Mahon tribunal’s final report. I wish to take this
opportunity to outline the role my Department played in respect of the overall response paper
being published today.

The Mahon tribunal’s final report and its findings of endemic corruption of Irish political
life call for a comprehensive and forceful response. This can be achieved through reform of
the various systems for prevention of corruption in the Irish political system in the first instance.
It can also be achieved by overhauling this country’s administrative, regulatory, law enforce-
ment and judicial systems. I am, therefore, committed to the delivery of the ambitious commit-
ments relating to political reform which are outlined in the programme for Government. The
unifying theme running through these initiatives relates to securing greater openness and trans-
parency and enhanced accountability and thereby ensuring more effective public governance.
As I have previously highlighted, these represent a comprehensive suite of significant measures
that have the potential to bring about an important shift in the rules of the game for the
political and administrative systems in this country.

My Department has responsibility for the implementation of a significant number of the
recommendations contained in the Mahon tribunal’s final report. These recommendations fall
into the categories of conflicts of interest, lobbying, corruption and misuse of confidential
information.

Policy proposals on lobbying regulation were published earlier this month and have been the
subject of a recent successful public seminar involving key interests and experts. Lobbying is a
positive force in our democracy. However, a comprehensive approach to the regulation of
lobbying is required in order to shed greater light on the question of who engages in lobbying
and for what purpose. We need to know more about how public policy and decision-making
processes are shaped. Taking account of the issues raised in the consultation process, my
Department is currently developing draft heads of a Bill in this area. When Government
approval is obtained in respect of these, I intend to submit them to the Joint Committee on
Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform for its consideration. I aim to have this legislation
enacted early next year.

The introduction of comprehensive whistleblower protection legislation is central to more
effective management and early amelioration of risk, in both the public and private sectors. As
Deputies will be aware, in well-run and risk-focused organisations, whistleblowing should be
encouraged and promoted. The need for protection against reprisals is a safety net when the
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whistleblower, rather than the information he or she discloses, becomes the primary focus of
the organisation’s attention. Following their approval by the Government and with a view to
informing the public debate on the matter I published the draft heads of the protected disclos-
ures in the public interest Bill earlier this year. I have received, and am considering, a number
of submissions from interested parties, including Transparency International, ICTU, IBEC, the
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and others. All have
made submissions and offered observations and I anticipate that I will be in a position to
introduce the Bill to the Dáil in the autumn session.

Beyond the registration of lobbyists and the introduction of whistleblower legislation, a large
number of recommendations in the final report of the Mahon tribunal relate to conflicts of
interest. The latter are characterised by the tribunal as the “root cause of corruption”. Collec-
tively, these recommendations point to the need for a fundamental review and extensive over-
haul of the legislative framework relating to ethics. There is a consensus that the existing
framework requires significant reform and modernisation. There are some very important
policy issues to be grappled with in advancing this project but the basic objective must be to
put in place a model that can play an appropriate role in embedding ethics as an integral part
of the values, culture and behaviour of the Irish public service.

Given the watershed that is the Mahon tribunal report, I have decided to take this oppor-
tunity to engage in a full review of how the existing legislative framework for ethics can be
reformed in order to develop a single, comprehensive and overarching framework that will be
grounded on a clear and comprehensive set of principles. This considerable undertaking will
cross all Departments and sectors and will compliment the work of my colleagues, the Ministers
for Justice and Equality and the Environment, Community and Local Government, who will
both be contributing to this debate. My Department will continue to work closely with officials
from both Ministers’ Departments. I remain committed to continuing to drive forward the
Government’s reform programme on behalf of, and in conjunction with, all of my colleagues
in government, with a view to ensuring that ethical values are and will be seen to be fully
addressed and reinforced in Irish public life.

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
thank the Ceann Comhairle for the opportunity to outline the Government’s response to the
Mahon tribunal’s final report, which is being published today. Engaging in a debate on this
topic is important because, at its core, is the issue of trust. Trust is essential to any democracy.
It is what is vested in each public representative at the point of election and it is what is
expected of them throughout their service to their electorate. When members of the public
cast their vote for any one of us, what they are effectively saying is: “We trust you”; “We trust
you to champion and support our interests”; and “We trust you to be straight, honest and
honourable”. They must have confidence and certainty that we will, at all times, represent their
needs, not ours.

The people will always give out about politicians — that comes with the territory — but
when they believe that politicians abuse the honour of representing them in order to feather
their own nests, that goes far beyond mere criticism to a complete loss of trust in those elected
and a loss of faith in the entire political system.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): Do I understand that the Minister is sharing the
time remaining in this slot with the Minister for Justice and Equality, Deputy Shatter?

Deputy Phil Hogan: Yes.
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Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The Mahon tribunal report shows that this is exactly what happens when
vested interests and self-serving influencing and decision-making undermine and corrupt the
system. The trust vested in all politicians at both national or local levels was betrayed by some
politicians. As a result of both the corrupt acts of a few individuals and the extensive evidence
uncovered and published in the Mahon report, the credibility of our political system has been
severely undermined and shaken. That betrayal has been condemned, and rightly so, on all
sides of the House. The response to it can probably be summed up in two words, namely,
never again.

This is an issue that is too important to be reduced to party politics. It is issue of patriotism,
pride and trust. It is also an issue that goes to the heart of our democracy and our responsibility
to the people of this nation. That puts an onus on all of us in this House and across all levels
of elected government to reassure the people that the next scandal will not be allowed to
happen. With the publication of the tribunal’s findings and multi-stranded recommendations,
we have — at one and the same time — an urgent duty and an opportunity to rebuild public
confidence in the system. That means acting swiftly and decisively to ensure a fully accountable
and transparent planning system in which there will be no scope for corrupt practices to subvert
the checks and balances which are either already in place or in the process of being put in place.

The whole-of-Government response published today summarises actions on each of the 64
recommendations of the Mahon tribunal and reveals that 29 recommendations have already
been or are in the process of being implemented, either partly or in full; 14 recommendations
will be implemented by means of additional initiatives; and 18 recommendations remain under
consideration and will be considered as policy and legislative changes are progressed in these
areas during the remainder of the year. Of the 64 recommendations, only three are not pro-
posed to be implemented. It is clear from today’s response paper that many of the tribunal’s
recommendations are already being actioned through ongoing legislative reforms and commit-
ments in the programme for Government. I include in this regard the Electoral (Amendment)
(Political Funding) Bill 2011 in respect of which the House has just completed its deliberations.
From my policy perspective, I have expedited the introduction of political donation reforms
through the latter legislation.

The publication of the Government’s response earlier today is an important step but it is
only the beginning. I am of the view that our concerted actions across a range of areas and
cutting across a number of Government Departments and agencies demonstrate that we are
serious and committed to strengthening transparency and accountability in our planning, ethics
and governance codes. Having learned from this experience and taken due account of previous
systemic failures, it is now our collective duty as Ministers, public representatives and as respon-
sible citizens to ensure that these occurrences remain a harsh, costly and painful reminder and
a spur to set things right and to put in place the safeguards to ensure that such corruption
never happens again. We must set down standards and introduce robust regulations not just to
prevent future wrongdoing but also to prove to the citizens of this nation that its future will be
shaped honestly and honourably; demonstrate that we take the public’s trust and our
responsibilities very seriously and illustrate that we will strive to restore the trust that has
been lost.

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Mahon tribunal report exposed
the insidious and corrupt behaviour of some in Irish public life, behaviour that has done inesti-
mable damage to our economy, our environment, our international reputation and, perhaps
most of all, to the trust of Irish people in officeholders and public officials. The tribunal made
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a series of recommendations for changes in the law on corruption and its prevention. I am glad
to report to the House that I have already taken concrete steps in this regard not only to
implement the tribunal’s recommendations but to go beyond those recommendations in provid-
ing for anti-corruption legislation with innovative preventative and punitive measures. The
particular measures I propose are outlined in the general scheme of the criminal justice
(corruption) Bill, which I published on 20 June.

The tribunal also made recommendations concerning the application of enhanced customer
due diligence measures to domestic politically exposed persons in the context of anti-money
laundering controls. I propose to go further than the tribunal recommended and to apply such
controls to members and senior managers of local authorities. The necessary changes to the
general scheme of the criminal justice (money laundering and terrorist financing) (amendment)
Bill will be brought to Government in the autumn.

A number of the recommendations of the tribunal relate to asset confiscation and forfeiture.
As indicated in the tribunal report, the current provisions regulating the confiscation of pro-
ceeds of crime as set out in the Criminal Justice Act 1994 and the Proceeds of Crime Acts
1996 and 2005 are already relatively robust. While existing measures under proceeds of crime
legislation allow for the targeting of benefits derived from corrupt conduct, the tribunal’s
recommendations seek to further improve the overall effectiveness of the provisions of the
Criminal Justice Act. The recommendations of the tribunal on asset confiscation will form part
of a broader review that has already been undertaken with regard to both the proceeds of
crime legislation and the Criminal Justice Act.

The Mahon tribunal report also made two recommendations on improving the conduct of
future tribunals. The recommendations are already reflected in the text of the Tribunals of
Inquiry Bill 2005. I have arranged for its restoration to the Dáil Order Paper and the Bill will
be dealt with on Report Stage.

The commitments given to progress work on the recommendations of the tribunal and the
progress already been made on a significant number of the recommendations reaffirms the
Government’s commitment to change any perception that corrupt behaviour can ever again, in
any shape or form, be tolerated in public office or that a blind eye might again be cast on such
behaviour. No such behaviour should be tolerated in any circumstance.

We continue to deal with the legacy of past corrupt behaviour. Our criminal justice system
will continue to play its part. While evidence given before the tribunal cannot be used itself as
a basis for criminal prosecution, the evidence catalogues the behaviour of those involved and
it will assist our law enforcement agencies in pursuing any appropriate matters. I assure the
House that where the Garda Síochána has evidence of wrongdoing it will be fully pursued.

Finally, I can confirm to the House that the steps I have outlined, demonstrate my firm
commitment, and that of this Government, to ensuring there is a robust, comprehensive and
effective legislative framework and architecture underpinning the State’s response to corrup-
tion in public office.

Deputy Niall Collins: The Mahon tribunal was discussed at length in this House and all
political parties gave responses to it in a comprehensive manner. The fact that some recom-
mendations are being rolled out is timely. I would have liked if the response paper referred to
by the Minister, Deputy Howlin, had been circulated to us in advance. I understand he had to
leave to speak in the Seanad. The fact that a comprehensive suite of measures is being put in
place is most welcome across Irish society. The detail of what unfolded from the Mahon tri-
bunal disgusted the public and led to a complete undermining and erosion of the trust people
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had in politics and in some public representatives. A small number of public representatives
brought the whole body of public representatives into disrepute. That is regrettable.

One of the recommendations advanced is legislation to implement a register of lobbyists. My
party published a proposal on that a number of months ago and made a comprehensive sub-
mission to the public consultation process undertaken by the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform. Recently, we partook in a public consultation seminar in Farmleigh, which
was quite informative. That proved quite useful because it threw up difficult anomalies that
must be squared before we can bring about an effective and transparent registration of lobby-
ists. For example, some legal houses are engaging in lobbying. There are concerns from some
people in the legitimate lobbying industry that legal privilege will allow law firms to engage in
lobbying without having to register. Some of the interesting discussions centred on cooling off
periods, which referred to people exiting politics and going into private enterprise and engaging
in lobbying. There is a debate about how long the cooling off period should be. I posed the
reverse scenario where people who had been engaged in the art of lobbying entered the world
of politics and find themselves quite close to decision-makers, whether working as special
advisers or as officeholders.

As public representatives, we are lobbied every day. The vast majority is in the public interest
and for the right reasons. There is not something necessarily wrong with it. There is a percep-
tion that it is part of the dark arts. Some people who are not well known and who are not
household names have ease of access to the corridors of power and to decision-makers. That
must be equalised and the system must be put on a level playing pitch so that everyone knows
who people are talking to about public policy. Lobbyists who are former public representatives
or personalities are household names. However, many lobbyists are former high-ranking civil
and public servants and people who worked at the top levels in the back offices of political
parties. They are not household names yet they have access. That must be equalised and it will
make for fairer legislation in the long run.

Much has been made of conflicts of interest. There is a problem where there is a conflict of
interest or where there is a perception of a conflict of interest. We await with interest how the
Government response paper will deal with conflicts of interest.

The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government mentioned trust and
the planning system. I agree with him on that point but we must remember that planning
issues, irregularities and allegations of corruption and irregularities do not stop at the Red Cow
roundabout. We discussed this in the House and outside it. There was disagreement in this
Chamber on what should be done regarding the seven named local authorities in respect of
which the former Minister, John Gormley, intended to establish investigations. If the Govern-
ment is serious about implementing the recommendations in the Mahon tribunal report, there
must be a broader and deeper examination of the allegations relating to those authorities. In
the time since that debate took place we have heard about the situation in Waterford in respect
of which my party called for an inquiry. We had the trial of Mr. Forsey and his conviction on
a charge of corruption. It is beyond comprehension that members of Waterford County Council
would proceed to make a decision on land zoning in the midst of a Garda investigation. That
is a matter of great concern to the public.

Also of great concern is the situation in Wicklow. As I understand it, the elected public
representatives from Wicklow County Council who sought a meeting with the Minister, Deputy
Phil Hogan, were told by him that they would have to deal with the Minister of State, Deputy
Jan O’Sullivan. If the Government is serious about cleaning up irregularities across local
government — which the Minister is charged with doing — then there must be access to
Government for local government representatives. It is not good enough that elected members
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of Wicklow County Council are being denied access to the persons in Government with special
responsibility for planning matters throughout the State. There are several issues under conten-
tion in Wicklow, one of which reached a settlement in the High Court that will potentially
expose the State for up to €60 million. I understand several investigation files have gone miss-
ing, including one referred to as the Ballybeg file.

It is not good enough for the Government to set out a plan of action on foot of the recom-
mendations in the Mahon tribunal report while choosing to ignore all of the other zoning cases
throughout the country which are similar and relevant but not mentioned specifically in the
report. The refusal by the Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, to meet with elected public
representatives from her own party is beyond belief. I am told that a complaint in this regard
will be lodged in due course with the Standards in Public Office Commission, SIPO.

Deputy Phil Hogan: That is fine.

Deputy Niall Collins: It is not fine, however, in the sense that the public interest is not
being served.

Deputy Phil Hogan: A senior counsel is investigating this matter on behalf of the
Department.

Deputy Niall Collins: The Minister has indicated that he does not have the €50 million that
will be——

Deputy Phil Hogan: What does the Deputy expect me to do? I cannot interfere with the
ongoing investigation.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): Deputy Niall Collins, without interruption.

Deputy Niall Collins: The Minister is on record as saying he does not have the money and
will have to go to Government to get it. Will he undertake to meet formally with the councillors
in Wicklow who have concerns in regard to this matter?

Deputy Phil Hogan: I am obliged to operate legally.

Deputy Niall Collins: That is not good enough.

Deputy Phil Hogan: It is good enough for me, if not for the Deputy.

Deputy Niall Collins: Does the Minister have approval for the €50 million which——

Deputy Phil Hogan: I will have to ask the Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan.

Deputy Niall Collins: What does it mean if an undertaking has been given to the High Court
that the money is in place in regard to this matter?

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): The Deputy is running out of time.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: We are all running out of time.

Deputy Niall Collins: It is not good enough to have statements on the Mahon tribunal report
while ignoring the issues of grave concern that have emerged in recent weeks and months. In
the case of the Waterford situation, the majority of councillors involved are from the Minister’s
party. Some are from my own party and we have no issue with that. We are happy to have the
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matter publicly investigated. The Minister, however, rubbished our call for a planning inquiry
on the basis that there is no prima facie evidence for such.

Deputy Phil Hogan: There was a court case.

Deputy Niall Collins: A case was taken to court in respect of corrupt activity by one individ-
ual. Incidentally, that individual did not have a vote on the zoning matter in question.

Deputy Phil Hogan: He was, however, convicted.

Deputy Niall Collins: What about all of those who were involved in the zoning decision? The
Minister is burying his head in the sand on these matters. We have had three Ministers dis-
cussing this matter in the House today. Unfortunately for the Minister, Deputy Phil Hogan, he
is the one left carrying the can. He is banging the drum on behalf of his colleagues.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I am carrying the can for the Deputy’s predecessors.

Deputy Niall Collins: The Minister is banging the drum that his Government is addressing
the recommendations in the Mahon tribunal report.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I am carrying the can for Fianna Fáil.

Deputy Niall Collins: There are members of his party in local authorities up and down the
country who should be investigated. In the case of the Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan,
some of her own party members on Wicklow County Council have requested to meet with her
and the Minister, Deputy Hogan, as the people with responsibility in this area, but their request
was refused. What message does that send to the public? It is not good enough.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): We are having statements, not a question and answer
session. The Deputy’s time is up.

Deputy Niall Collins: I know it is not a question and answer session. However, the question
must be raised. If we have a scenario where files within the Department of the Environment,
Community and Local Government are going missing——

Deputy Phil Hogan: Has the Deputy’s party investigated the conduct of the five Fianna Fáil
councillors in Waterford?

Deputy Niall Collins: We are calling for a public investigation into these matters.

Deputy Phil Hogan: Has Fianna Fáil conducted an internal investigation into the activities
of its members?

Deputy Niall Collins: It is the Minister who refuses to initiate a public inquiry.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): The Deputy’s time is up.

Deputy Niall Collins: I am about to conclude. As I said, a complaint will be lodged with
SIPO in regard to the carry on in Wicklow. It is simply not good enough to have statements
on the Mahon report while this type of activity is going on in local authorities throughout the
country. It makes a farce of the debate.

Deputy Phil Hogan: We are discussing the Mahon tribunal report.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): I have called Deputy Jonathan O’Brien.
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Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: There is a certain irony in watching Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael
fighting it out to see which can stand tallest on the mountain of morality and claim to be the
least corrupt in Irish politics. It is amusing.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The Deputy should avoid mentioning morality and Sinn Féin in the
same sentence.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: I would put the history of my party against that of the Minister’s
party any day of the week.

Deputy Phil Hogan: The Deputy is welcome to do so and see how he gets on.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): The Minister should allow Deputy O’Brien to
continue.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: I agree with Deputy Niall Collins that dealing with the recom-
mendations in the Mahon tribunal report does not absolve anybody of everything that hap-
pened up to that point. We certainly must, in the public interest, investigate all of the issues
the Deputy has raised. My party will support any such investigation.

However, we are here today to discuss the recommendations set out in the report of the
Mahon tribunal. We already spent several days after the publication of the report discussing
its findings. There was some political point-scoring in that debate, which is inevitable when
members of different parties are discussing such an important report. However, there was also
a sense among Members of all parties and none that we had reached a crossroads in Irish
politics. The general consensus was that the choice before us was either to take the Mahon
tribunal report and, as was done with previous tribunal reports, put it on a shelf without imple-
menting any of its recommendations, or we could look seriously at those recommendations
with a view to implementing as many as possible.

If the Minister wants to have a conversation with Deputy Niall Collins, he should leave the
Chamber. I will be more than happy to chat with the Acting Chairman and Deputy Richard
Boyd Barrett in his absence. Is he interested in what we have to say?

Deputy Phil Hogan: I am listening.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: He seems to be multitasking.

Deputy Phil Hogan: I have listened carefully to what the Deputy said. Unfortunately, he has
not made much sense yet.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: That is not very fair.

Deputy Jonathan O’Brien: What my colleagues and I have to say makes a great deal more
sense than much of what we hear from the Minister.

We have had statements from three Ministers today outlining the Government’s response to
the recommendations in the Mahon tribunal report. We certainly welcome some of the initiat-
ives which have been undertaken. The Minister, Deputy Howlin, spoke about the register
of lobbyists legislation, which will go to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public
Expenditure and Reform. We spoke about the whistleblower legislation, the money laundering
legislation and ethics in public life and what the Government proposes to do to improve the
legislation. It is important that we do so, not only because it is badly needed but because
politics has been damaged by what has been found by the Mahon tribunal. It is incumbent on
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all of us — those who are members of any political party and those who are not attached to a
party — to ensure we never allow circumstances to exist in which people get involved in politics
for the wrong reasons, not in the interest of the public good but because of self-interest and
financial gain.

The Minister stated that three of the 64 recommendations would not be acted on. He did
not say why that is the case and I would be interested in having a discussion on that at a
later date. The Minister referred earlier to the electoral Bill and the inclusion of a number of
recommendations in that legislation. The Minister for Justice and Equality has already done
some work on the whistleblower legislation and there is further work to be done by the Minister
for Public Expenditure and Reform on that. The whole process of the publication of the heads
of important legislation is constructive and allows us to obtain a wider opinion on Bills; it
allows committees — be it the justice or finance committee — to invite interested parties to
outline their opinions, which makes for better legislation.

In spite of our political differences with the Government parties, Sinn Féin will not be found
wanting in its support for any legislation that cleans up politics and ensures that the type of
behaviour uncovered in the Mahon tribunal never recurs. We are honoured to represent our
constituents and I feel privileged to be in this Chamber and to have the ability to effect change.
I find it difficult to believe that some people abuse that power. It has happened and it will
happen again unless we put in place the necessary ethics and other legislation to ensure proper
standards in public office. If we do not put that on the Statute Book, we too will be guilty of
allowing such practices to occur in future.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I found it interesting that the Government chose to have this
debate on its response to the Mahon tribunal at the last moment. I can only assume it is part
of a fairly concerted strategy over the past couple of weeks to try to end this session of the
Dáil on a positive note and give the public the sense that things are moving in the right direc-
tion, that the Government is delivering and doing well and that we are on the road towards a
better future. Of course, we all hope that is the case, and that this is not just a communications
and spin strategy and maybe an emergency response to the disastrous situation that faced the
Government in terms of the massive opposition to the unjust household charge.

While there is a lot of self-congratulation about the response to the Mahon tribunal and the
Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Bill, which has just been passed, it is important not
to be too triumphalist about all of this because the backdrop is an unprecedented period of
corruption which culminated in the greatest economic crisis we have seen since the foundation
of the State — a crisis which has left the majority of people in a very bad situation. More
people are living in poverty than ever before in recent times, more people are homeless, more
people are on housing lists, more people are unemployed and huge numbers are emigrating.
That is the legacy of the period of corruption.

I heard some Deputies, in particular from Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, refer to the corruption
as something that existed among some Deputies. It is important to underline that this is not
what Judge Mahon said. He said there was endemic corruption in Irish political life. That
means it was rampant across Irish political life. It is worth saying, not as a point-scoring effort
but as a simple statement of fact, that the two parties which dominated Irish political life and
which Mahon described as endemically corrupt were Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael. If Irish political
life was endemically corrupt during the period leading to this disaster, then obviously that
endemic corruption emanated primarily from those two parties, so a little bit of humility about
that legacy and the consequences of the period of endemic corruption would be quite useful.

It is far too early to say whether this is a serious effort to clean up Irish politics and whether
the measures contained in the Bill are more than just window dressing which has been forced
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on the Irish political establishment as a result of the disastrous crisis that now besets Irish
society and the anger of the people at that rampant corruption. I do not think the signs are
very good or that we have much to be proud of given that we spent €0.5 billion on a whole
succession of tribunals and virtually nobody who was prominent in that period of endemic
corruption has been put in jail or has had real justice served on him or her. In fact, most of
the key players in both parties have walked away from political life with massive pensions,
having presided over or been involved in that level of corruption. They are wealthy people and
remain prominent in the higher echelons of Irish society. If Fine Gael was serious about leading
by example, it would tell us who were the corporate and other wealthy donors who helped it
amass a €3 million war chest prior to the last election so that we would know which individuals
and corporate interests were influencing the political decisions which have, for example, left
NAMA developers still being paid €100,000 or €200,000 to preside over NAMA assets and
other such activities.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am disappointed the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform,
Deputy Howlin, the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Deputy
Hogan, and the Minister for Justice and Equality, Deputy Shatter, have left the Chamber. I
respect the Minister of State, Deputy O’Sullivan, but I——

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I have responsibility for planning.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I fully accept that and we spoke about that earlier. I am glad the
Minister of State is here but they are the heavy hitters we are told about all the time. I also
welcome the Minister of State, Deputy Brian Hayes. Much was expected of the Mahon tribunal.
However, it sat for an eternity, made millionaires out of many barristers and produced a huge
final report that would take weeks to read. With the exception of the Minister for Public
Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Brendan Howlin, who is doing a decent job, the Ministers
with responsibility for this matter are not making any real efforts to respond to the report. I
do not trust the Ministers for the Environment, Community and Local Government and Justice
and Equality, Deputies Hogan and Shatter, respectively. They live on a different planet from
us mere mortals and are not interested in dealing with ordinary people. The cosy cartels con-
tinue to exist in the courts, politics and some levels of the Garda Síochána. What goes on every
day in the Commercial and High Courts is sickening and outrageous. Members of the Judiciary
— I will not refer to anyone by name in case the Acting Chairman is worried — may select
cases. I receive a constant flow of people in my office who cannot secure justice or people to
represent. Even solicitors are being bullied and threatened.

Not one banker, regulator or senior politician has been arraigned for what took place when
this country was plundered, raped and brought to its knees. Ordinary citizens are being pilloried
and criminalised for minor crimes for which I accept they should be punished. The rich and
powerful get away with it, however. Fine Gael has tents, caravans and God knows what else
for raising funds. Having promised to get rid of this type of fund raising, it has failed to do so.
What we have instead is the Minister, “Big Phil the Enforcer”, bulldozing through a household
charge, which I will pay, a septic tank charge, which is completely wrong and discriminates
against rural dwellers, and many other matters. He will not meet county councillors in
Tipperary, not to speak of an independent and a Labour Party councillor in County Wicklow
who are alleging corruption. He states the Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, must
meet them.

The Minister for Justice and Equality, Deputy Shatter, tells us that debtors will only have to
sell wedding rings which are worth more than €200,000. On which planet does he live? Where
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are these people who have wedding rings worth €200,000? How can the Ministers empathise,
understand or send out a signal that they are interested in having transparent, open and honest
Government? The corruption and big cartels continue and the Ministers will not engage or
listen. As I stated this morning, the blueshirts are still in business and they want to make mere
mortals lie down. They will not get away with it because it behoves all of us to stand up for
ordinary people who have been wronged and treated as blackguards. It is the taxpayers who
pay for the tribunals and must provide €50 million to meet the costs of a High Court case
brought against Wicklow County Council. One cannot simply sign cheques for this, that and
the other; full accountability and transparency are required. We were promised the bond-
holders would be burned and hellfire would not be hot enough for them, yet we are still on
the same merry-go-round, with the same senior officials still in place and exercising their per-
manent grip on government.

While some decent members of the Government parties want to do their best, they are being
thwarted by fellows who know how to talk to Michael Fingleton, how to get a soft, interest-
only loan of €800,000 or €900,000 and how to get money at race meetings. They will condemn
all those who challenge them or refuse to apologise for using unspeakable language to a lady
in County Kerry. These people are not fit for Government or power. The Minister, Deputy
Shatter——

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): I ask the Deputy to calm down a little and speak to
the issue, namely, the Mahon report.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am speaking to the issue. Three Ministers made speeches about
transparency, openness and ethics. The Minister would not accept a scrap metal Bill to prevent
the plunder of houses every day of the week. He is now saying people should sell——

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): May I have the Deputy’s attention?

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Yes.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): The matter before the House is statements on the
Mahon tribunal.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I know that. We had three short statements made by Ministers who
took the high moral ground.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): I have given the Deputy considerable latitude as he
has exceeded his speaking time.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Ministers’ contributions smacked of condescension.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Tom Hayes): I ask the Deputy to respect the Chair and stick to
the issue of the Mahon tribunal.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am referring to the statements made by three Ministers. I look
forward to the contribution of the Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, who has not yet
spoken. We had three condescending statements which referred to what took place under
Fianna Fáil Party Governments. This Government has carried on the very same practices and
does not have an interest or any notion of changing it. They are not even trying to do so.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: I regret that this debate is so short and has been scheduled for
the tail end of this Dáil session. It is extremely important that we do not repeat the mistakes
of the past. The Mahon report may have inquired into issues in Dublin but the same circum-
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stances applied throughout the country. When grounds emerged to investigate matters in a
number of local authorities, the subsequent inquiries were conducted internally, which is wholly
inappropriate and inadequate.

A number of the issues raised in the Mahon report are being addressed by way of legislation.
One of the recommendations of the report was to establish a wholly accountable and demo-
cratically elected regional authority. Proposals such as this must also be implemented.

While I do not propose to equate inquiries into child abuse with planning inquiries, it is
important to note that separate inquiries into clerical child sexual abuse found the same awful
circumstances obtained in various locations. Precisely the same applies in respect of the plan-
ning system. The issues identified in the Mahon report did not stop at the Dublin boundaries.

We must examine the reasons the planning system is so developer centred and works on
behalf of developers rather than communities. Unfinished ghost estates and mad decisions to
zone flood plains and so forth are the product of this problem. If we are to restore public
confidence in the planning system, we must have a thorough debate followed by radical reform.
A short debate on the final afternoon of a long Dáil session is not sufficient. The Government
must commit to providing time in the autumn to discuss this issue in a comprehensive manner
and to introduce legislation governing the relationship between political funding and the politi-
cal system.

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I thank Deputies for their contributions. To respond to Deputy
Catherine Murphy’s point, there is no reason we cannot return to this issue. However, it was
important to address it today before the House rises for the summer recess.

Today marks an important departure in a planning scandal that has bedevilled politics since
1997. In the intervening years, we have listened as a grotesque picture of corruption, avarice
and greed emerged from Dublin Castle. In particular when Frank Dunlop eventually came
clean about the swag of cash he used to undermine the planning system and peddle influence,
our worst fears about what had occurred in Dublin County Council were confirmed, if not
exceeded. The genuine rejection of that type of politics was given voice in this House when it
held an extensive debate on the Mahon tribunal report some weeks ago. I accept the bona
fides of Deputies from all parties on that matter.

Today is not the end of the Mahon tribunal saga but it represents a significant departure.
The challenge for the House is not only to express its disgust at what has been proved to have
happened in the past — this has been done — but to fashion a comprehensive response that
demonstrates that the political system has learned from the tribunal process and is determined
to change how politics is done at local and national level. The overriding goal must be to
restore the trust of members of the public in their democratic institutions. The Government
gave a commitment to embark on this path after the publication of the Mahon tribunal report.
Today the whole of government response is laid out and I hope every citizen will take some
time to consider the radical changes we are proposing through a course of action that addresses
more than 60 of the Mahon report recommendations.

As the Minister, Deputy Phil Hogan, outlined, reform in a significant number of areas is
already under way. In that regard, I note the passage, less than an hour ago, of the Electoral
(Amendment) (Political Funding) Bill and, in particular, the constructive manner in which all
Deputies and Senators contributed to the debate on the legislation, as a result of which a better
Bill will go to the President.
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Foremost in my mind are the tribunal’s recommendations on planning. I am committed to
introducing comprehensive reform of the planning system in response to the Mahon report.
There is a particular onus on me, as the Minister of State with responsibility for planning, to
restore public trust in our planning system and this is a duty I intend to honour. I have already
introduced reform in the planning area. The practice of developers promoting local area plans
has been eliminated, for example, but I intend to introduce further reform.

One of the most fundamental recommendations in the tribunal report relates to the establish-
ment of a planning regulator and I am determined to see this recommendation implemented.
The establishment of a regulator brings with it serious issues of accountability and democratic
control, which must be fully analysed if we are to get this important reform right. Much deliber-
ation has been carried out by my Department to find out how this might be implemented.
Important questions have to be addressed. Will there be a role for An Bord Pleanála, the
Ombudsman or a completely new independent office? If the Minister is entirely removed from
the process, how do we balance the democratic mandate of elected councillors against a power-
ful technocratic office? What are the limits of the regulator’s powers vis-à-vis the planning
process and elected members? Is the regulator’s decision final? If the office is to reside in an
existing body such as An Bord Pleanála, how will that affect the other functions of the board?
Is there an inherent tension between making decisions on forward planning, development plans
and local area plans and making decisions on individual planning cases? These are important
questions about democracy, accountability and transparency.

I intend to introduce a comprehensive plan for an independent planning regulator. It is
important not only that we address this crucial issue but that we do it right. With that in mind,
I will consult the elected Members of the Oireachtas before I decide on a mechanism for
delivering on this recommendation. I will take account of the points raised by Opposition
Deputies. When the Dáil reconvenes I intend to submit a paper to the Joint Committee on the
Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht which will set out the various options and, with the
agreement of the committee, I will attend a meeting to hear members’ views. I believe that is
an appropriate way to utilise the procedures of the Dáil. It is in marked contrast to the approach
taken by Deputies Mattie McGrath and Niall Collins, who persisted in their usual tactic of
innuendo and half-truth.

I have initiated the process of appointing an independent planner with regard to the reviews
to which Deputy Catherine Murphy referred. I hope to be in a position to make the appoint-
ment in the autumn, as I had indicated following the review carried out within the Department.

Planning is essential for coherent, sustainable and healthy communities. We are united in
the view that what happened the past can never occur again, but our vision for planning must
go beyond that. By placing the values of community, sustainability and the common good at
the heart of our planning system we can fashion a mechanism that delivers a thriving Ireland
for the decades ahead. That is my vision for planning and it is one that I intend to deliver.

Topical Issue Matters

Acting Chairman (Deputy Peter Mathews): I wish to advise the House of the following
matters in respect of which notice has been given under Standing Order 27A and the name of
the Member in each case: (1) Deputy Peadar Tóibín — the issue of the Lagan Brick workers;
(2) Deputy Paschal Donohoe — the need to provide an update on the discussions in relation
to those persons suffering as a result of thalidomide; (3) Deputy Seamus Kirk — concerns
about rostering and manpower in the ambulance service in the north east; (4) Deputy Michael
Conaghan — the need to progress the housing scheme for residents at Labre Park, Ballyfermot,
Dublin; (5) Deputy Tom Fleming — the secondment of corporals and sergeants from the
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Defence Forces to assist the Garda Síochána; (6) Deputy James Bannon — the need to provide
funding in respect of St. Christopher’s Services, Longford; (7) Deputies Martin Ferris and John
O’Mahony — issues surrounding school transport for post-primary students in north County
Kerry and County Mayo; (8) Deputy Joan Collins — the proposals for funding of €250 million
in respect of priority new-build projects and the need to extend the deadline for applications
to allow Labre Park redevelopment plans by Dublin City Council to be included; (9) Deputy
Regina Doherty — continuing reports of the theft of power and telecommunications cables;
(10) Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív — an ga go soléireoidh an tAire an fáth ar cuireadh litir bagartha
chuig fostaí de chuid na Roinnne sa bPáirc Náisiúnta i nDún na nGall maidir lena a chuid
fostaiochta; (11) Deputy Patrick Nulty — the report of the pyrite panel and its implications for
affected households; (12) Deputy Jack Wall — proposed changes in procurement procedures,
particularly in the educational sector; (13) Deputy Michelle Mulherin — the need to investigate
recent published leaks of personal banking information of individuals by nationalised banks to
the media; (14) Deputy Tom Hayes — the need to allow low-income families to apply for the
back to school allowance; (15) Deputy Michael Lowry — the failure to reopen a number of
short-stay beds at the Community Hospital of the Assumption, Thurles, County Tipperary;
(16) Deputy Seán Kyne — the need to ensure that the analogue spectrum which will become
available in the autumn is utilised in a way which maximises return for the State; (17) Deputy
Mick Wallace — the reasons the expert group on abortion will now not finalise its report until
late August or even September; (18) Deputy Mattie McGrath — the difficulties caused to the
agriculture and food industries by the bad weather and the need for recognition of same and
support mechanisms to be put in place; and (19) Deputy John Lyons — the need to examine
a youth guarantee to tackle youth unemployment.

The matters raised by Deputies Michelle Mulherin, Jack Wall, Seamus Kirk and Martin
Ferris and John O’Mahony have been selected for discussion.

Topical Issue Debate

————

Data Protection

Deputy Michelle Mulherin: There have been a number of cases in which personal financial
details were leaked to the media by nationalised banking institutions within the control of the
Minister for Finance. It is disgraceful and outrageous that private and confidential banking
details of individuals have been put in the public domain via our newspapers. It is clear from
reading these articles that they go beyond the basic security or mortgage information available
to the public by means of a search of the Land Registry, the Registry of Deeds or the Compan-
ies Registration Office. The articles refer to business and personal information that individual
customers give to banks when looking for loans or refinancing. This sensitive information does
not appear on any public register and the only time it usually comes to light is during the
course of litigation or other court proceedings, in which case, where business information is
sensitive, aspects of hearings can be held in camera.

This is a new and worrying development among nationalised banks. It is not something that
has happened, as far are I am aware, in private banks, other than by accidental or implicit
divulgence of sensitive information. It is an implied term of the contract between customers
and banks that banks will keep their clients’ information confidential. This confidentiality is
not only confined to account transactions but extends to all banking information held on behalf
of customers. The bank’s duty of confidentiality to its customers is fundamental to the relation-
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ship between the two parties. A breach of this duty can give rise to legal actions but, unfortu-
nately, significant damage can have been done by the time cases come to court.

I raise this issue because a number of business people in my constituency and, I am sure,
those of many other Deputies have expressed concern about it. I am referring to regular busi-
ness people rather than big developers. They are going through a tough time and are concerned
about casual talk regarding their businesses and their relationships with their banks. These
rumours are undermining their efforts to put their businesses back on track. Concerns have
been expressed that details of settlement and refinancing arrangements which customers nego-
tiate with banks could appear in local newspapers. I ask the Minister for Finance to take a
stand on this issue to ensure this new culture does not take over within our State-controlled
banks. This is a difficult time for many businesses. Individuals provide sensitive business infor-
mation in the course of their dealings with banks. We should not allow the publication of this
information in our newspapers to become a casual or acceptable practice. There should be
serious consequences for those who run the State banks if this practice is not brought under
control. If it happened in the private banks, someone would be sacked.

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Brian Hayes): I have been informed
by the Minister for Finance that he has not received any complaints about the leaking of
personal banking information by nationalised banks to the media. Without knowledge of the
specific issue to which the Deputy referred I can only comment on this issue in the most general
of terms. Primary responsibility for the safeguarding of customer information rests with the
financial institutions themselves. As a shareholder the Government has no role in investigating
data breaches in the State-owned financial institutions, although it obviously has an interest in
ensuring that the State-owned banks follow best practice in order to protect their customers
and the reputation of the institutions.

4 o’clock

The Data Protection Commissioner is responsible for ensuring that people’s rights are
respected and those who hold personal information meet their responsibilities in this regard.
The Data Protection Acts make it clear that organisations that hold personal data on individ-

uals owe them a duty of care. This protection also extends to State-owned insti-
tutions. In regard to data protection breaches, I understand that the policies in
place between the banks and the Data Protection Commissioner are such that

breaches are notified immediately to the commissioner upon discovery. These breaches are
then investigated internally and appropriate remedial actions are taken. Outside of this process,
any individual is entitled under the Data Protection Acts to make a written complaint to the
Data Protection Commissioner, who will then deal directly with the relevant organisation. The
commissioner will make a full and thorough investigation of all the facts before making a
decision. If the complaint is found to be in breach of the electronic communications regulation
the commissioner may decide to prosecute the organisation concerned. The commissioner has
significant powers to ensure that all organisations act in accordance with data protection laws.

The data protection rules are very specific and are binding on every data controller. A failure
to observe these rules is a breach of the Act. It is the responsibility of all institutions to ensure
their data on individuals is safe and secure. If any individual suffers damage to his or her
reputation, financial loss or mental distress, the data controller of an organisation may be
subject to civil sanctions and the individual may be entitled to claim compensation through the
courts. I strongly urge any individual who may suffer as a result of the leaking of personal
banking information to explore these avenues of resolution.

The protection of customers’ data is taken seriously by all of the State-owned financial insti-
tutions. Each bank is fully aware of its obligations to safeguard the security of customer data
and they employ a wide range of measures to protect the confidentiality and integrity of that
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information. All banks have strict security protocols for information technology and physical
access in order to protect information. They employ dedicated information security personnel,
who commonly report to an information technology security council. They also have an infor-
mation security policy. Bank network repositories and systems have robust password protection
and access control, which restricts access to relevant personnel only.

All bank premises are protected by swipe card access control systems and certain areas allow
access to designated personnel only. Banks generally also employ what is termed a clean desk
policy, requiring all personnel to keep their desks clear of any sensitive or confidential data
that should be stored securely. Banks also have mandatory annual training courses for all
personnel on the requirements of the Data Protection Acts and their responsibilities under
them. The courses also cover ethics and include the banks’ code of conduct. I understand all
personnel are required to review and electronically accept key policies, such as the code of
conduct and information security policy. These policies also inform personnel of the potential
consequences of policy breaches. As a shareholder, the Government will continue to work with
the institutions to ensure that they take all necessary actions to safeguard the personal banking
information of their customers.

Deputy Michelle Mulherin: I am familiar with the procedures and the possibility of com-
plaints being made to the Data Protection Commissioner. I am also aware of certain complaints
that have been made to the Data Protection Commissioner. Still, it should not be beyond the
capability of the many officials that the Minister, Deputy Noonan, has at his disposal to read
the newspapers of recent months to see the type of information that is being put out into the
public domain. Clearly this information could only come from the banks or someone within
the banks. It is outrageous and wilful; there is no question of a mistake or of it being accidental.
The Minister of State should consider it in this light because I am not familiar with similar
incidents in the private banks and it does not match the manner in which they conduct their
business. There has been a sea change and a change of culture in the State banks and the
Minister should take control of the situation. This goes beyond the Data Protection Com-
missioner.

Deputy Brian Hayes: I note the helpful comments of my colleague on this issue. The House
has established in law an independent regulator, whose sole function is to protect data collected
by all institutions in the State, whether they are State-owned or privately owned and whether
they are banks or otherwise. The independent regulator has a clear line of responsibility to
deal with complaints made in the first instance. The commissioner makes an annual report
setting out his recommendations to the Government. The commissioner would highlight the
issues if he believed there were glitches in the legislation or new cultural practices, to which
Deputy Mulherin adverted, in the State-owned banks or anywhere else.

It behoves people who have been wronged in the way Deputy Mulherin has suggested to
make a complaint to the regulator in the first instance. In this case the regulator is the Data
Protection Commissioner and it is his job to investigate the matter thoroughly. If he believed
this was part of some new systemic culture within the State-owned banking sector I presume
he would report it. I encourage Deputy Mulherin in concert with the people who have been
wronged in this way to make a complaint in the first instance to the Data Protection Com-
missioner. He reports to the Government every year and I am confident he would report any
new systemic problem if he believed it had been unearthed as a result of his investigations.
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Public Procurement

Deputy Jack Wall: I appreciate the Minister of State with responsibility for this matter being
in the House to take this issue. The programme for Government states: “We will reform public
procurement to become a tool to support innovative Irish firms and to allow greater access to
Irish small and medium sized businesses.” In a recent article in The Irish Times the Minister
of State acknowledged, rightly, the concern that some small firms may be squeezed out of the
public procurement market by centralised frameworks. He stated: “I am actively working with
the small and medium enterprise sector to ensure that SMEs are better prepared to bid for
public service contracts and barriers to their tendering are being identified and addressed.”

Several of these SMEs have approached me. In Ireland there are approximately 120 such
firms involved in the provision of copiers and printers, etc. to the education system. These
firms have approximately 2,500 employees. They maintain they are being squeezed because of
the central framework mechanism. They provided an illustration of their concerns relating to
the forthcoming tender process for managed print services. The criteria adopted as part of the
tender process effectively eliminated 90% of these firms from the beginning because of the
requirement of a minimum average turnover in the previous three years of not less than €10
million. Over the years all of these groups have built up a wonderful relationship with the
schools and other organisations with which they have been dealing. If we are to adopt this
central framework we must ensure that this point is not overlooked.

In many cases involving the provision of printers etc. there is a maintenance service prog-
ramme as well. Some service users, including principal teachers, end up ringing someone in
Hong Kong to get direction on how to work a printer. Naturally, when the language breakdown
arises the telephone at the far end is put down but who suffers as a result? The school and the
children in the school. This is a considerable problem which must be addressed according to
the groups that have approached me. I readily accept the comments of the Minister of State in
the newspaper recently with regard to his overview of the sector but there is a need to act on
this. The Minister of State should follow up with the small and medium sized enterprises and
other individual groups and open the door of his office to allow them to present their case.

Deputy Brian Hayes: I thank the Deputy for raising this important matter. He is right to
suggest the issue of procurement falls under my responsibility. The national procurement
service is part of the Office of Public Works. Since its establishment in 2009, the service has
done a tremendous job to ensure that we get better procurement throughout the public sector.
The truth is that far too many people are procuring in Ireland. There are too many localised
arrangements and there is not enough focus on cost and efficiency. If we are to reach our 3%
deficit target by 2015 it will not only involve slashing budgets and new taxes. It is also about
procuring better and ensuring that we get better value for money. I am keen to ensure that as
many Irish SMEs as possible win these contracts. We are at one on that point.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform circular 10/10, introduced by the pre-
vious Government, has done several important things. Previously, any contract of €50,000 or
less was not advertised on the e-tenders portal. Now, every contract of €25,000 or less is adver-
tised. The big problem facing Irish SMEs is that they are not all registered on the e-tenders
portal. How can they bid for something unless they know about it? I wish to use the opportunity
of the debate on the issue put forward by Deputy Wall to encourage the SME sector to register
with us. All public procurement must go through the e-tenders portal so that we know exactly
what is on offer. Circular 10/10 sought to get rid of the restrictive tendering processes through
greater use of open tendering and this is very important for small Irish businesses. In the
circular we asked people to be proportionate and not to be overly burdensome when it comes
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to insurance and turnover requirements for SMEs. It is crazy, as far as I am concerned, to say
to an Irish SME that it needs a massive amount of insurance before it gets a job, and we will
reform that even further.

The fourth matter is trying to subdivide much of the work so that Irish SMEs can get more
of the opportunities available. This is a multi-billion euro business. Throughout the Irish public
sector, in excess of €16 billion was spent last year on goods and services. It is a great opportunity
for new employment.

Fifth, in Circular 10/10, we want SMEs to come together to ensure they could pitch for some
of this business. Deputy Wall referred to the managed print framework contract — I apologise
I am not reading from my script, which the Deputy should not mind as the speech is the
important matter. Six companies were selected in that centralised procurement framework and
three of those companies were Irish SMEs that won that framework. My point is that if the
Irish SME sector gets its act together, realises what we need from it in terms of better tendering
and ensures that it is up to speed on the requirements under Circular 10/10, there is no reason
they cannot win this business.

Some 85% of contracts under public sector procurement in this country are won by Irish
SMEs. I want more of them to be won by them. Despite the headlines one sometimes reads,
95% of all the money we spend in this area is retained in this country. It is my ambition — I
say it unapologetically — to get more Irish SMEs winning more of this. They are already doing
very well. I want them to get the biggest possible share of the market that they can get.

However, we also must drive price. We must get the best value for the Irish taxpayer. We
must ensure the savings we make are all part of the national effort to balance our books and
get the country’s expenditure and taxes on an even keel. For too long, this issue was not taken
seriously. Better public procurement, more central procurement and a much more professional
focus on procurement across the system can deliver that change.

Deputy Jack Wall: I do not doubt the sincerity of the Minister of State and his approach in
this matter, but the facts, according to what I have been told, do not bear up what he stated
on it. The NPS stated that some of the SMEs could submit a joint tender.

Deputy Brian Hayes: Yes.

Deputy Jack Wall: That is not a possibility. They are rivals each day of the week and it could
take two to three weeks to put a tender together.

I agree with the Minister of State. What I am asking is that he goes the next step to ensure
the National Procurement Service enters into dialogue with the SME national organisations to
give them the opportunity to take up his challenge. If the NPS continues to state that unless a
SME has an income of €10 million over the past three years it is not at the races, then what
the Minister of State is saying will not hold up and the SMEs in Ireland will fall by the wayside.

There is no sense in saying that it can happen if we do not underpin it to ensure that it does
happen. I am asking the Minister of State, whose side I am on in the challenge we face, not to
rule out our own companies because we put a mechanism in place that the previous Govern-
ment thought was appropriate. That is no reason to say that we think it is appropriate. We
must accept the challenge to ensure the position of SMEs. With 2,500 workers, we cannot wipe
them off the slate as simple as that.

Deputy Brian Hayes: I am grateful to Deputy Wall for raising this issue. If we are to get
value for the Irish taxpayer, this is a crucial debate this country needs to have.
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I very much agree with Deputy Wall as well. We cannot allow any of these jobs to be lost,
but the only way those jobs will be saved is by better procurement and people understanding
our requirements as well. All over the country, we have been having “Meet-the-Buyer” events,
which are all about us explaining to the small guy what he needs to do for us in terms of
making the tendering work. I accept it is a dialogue between both sides. The SMEs are crucial
in that. They are on the NPS board. They are well represented. I am conscious of their views.

Deputy Wall is correct when he refers to this lunatic requirement that one needs €10 million
turnover in order to pitch for business. That is because the local procurer, who is inserting that
stipulation, is not applying Circular 10/10 in a proportionate way. If I am looking for a contract
for €10,000, it is madness to state that one needs to have had a €10 million turnover for the
past three years. That is because the local procurer has not the confidence to do as we suggest
he should be doing — altering the terms so that the Irish SMEs can win some of this business.

I very much agree with Deputy Wall. We are at one on this. It is about dialogue. It is about
ensuring that we meet those concerns of the Irish SMEs and I assure the Deputy that am
absolutely up for that task.

Ambulance Service

Deputy Seamus Kirk: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for the selection of the matter and for
the opportunity to raise it.

In recent times, I have received complaints about the ambulance service in counties Louth
and Meath being somewhat erratic. Whether or not that is because of some organisational
difficulty, I do not know.

Pre-hospital emergency care is vital. If there is to be a dependable health service, the pre-
hospital emergency care is vital to the provision of that service. The ambulance response time
is critical. Where somebody is unwell and needs to get to hospital quickly, the ambulance must
be available with the qualified personnel on board.

If the service is understaffed, response times will suffer accordingly and one will finish up
with a diminished service as a result. The key performance indicators recommended by HIQA
include appropriately trained personnel attending patients with life-threatening cardiac or res-
piratory arrest incidents within eight minutes in 75% of all cases.

A number of parliamentary questions have been submitted here in this House and they
indicate that those targets are not being met on a regular basis. It begs questions about the
position in the Louth-Meath ambulance service area. Is there an issue with staff shortages and is
there a truncated ambulance service as a result? Is there sufficient paramedical staff available?

Is there sufficient staff available where staff, for one reason or another, are not in a position
to come to work? If that is the issue, what is the plan of the HSE and, from now, the Depart-
ment of Health? This is a vital service. The emergency hospital need can arise unexpectedly
for anybody right across the country.

It is fine to reform the health service, building the structures of the hospitals and the recon-
figuration of the services within the hospitals, but the vital linkage is the ambulance service
and the response time in that regard is equally important. I look forward to hearing what the
Minister of State has to say on the matter.

Deputy Brian Hayes: On behalf of the Minister for Health who, unfortunately, is unable to
take this important issue, I thank Deputy Kirk for allowing me to address it. I very much agree
with Deputy Kirk, who has correctly highlighted the importance of having an ambulance service
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in place, not only in the north east but throughout the country, which is reliable and fit for
purpose in terms of the requirements of a modern Irish health service.

The national ambulance service, NAS, operates nine ambulance stations across the north-
east region. These provide emergency response services which include telephone assistance,
assessment, treatment and stabilisation at the scene of an incident, and ongoing treatment
during transport to the nearest appropriate medical facility.

Emergency service staffing includes trained control and dispatch staff and highly qualified
paramedics and advanced paramedics. An emergency ambulance crew consists of two clinical
staff, who will be paramedics, advanced paramedics or a combination of these, depending on
the nature of the call out, availability and rostering. In addition to the regional resources of
the NAS, a memorandum of understanding is in place with the Northern Ireland Ambulance
Service. This provides for operational day-to-day co-operation and resource sharing in
responding to 999 emergency calls on both sides of the Border.

The emergency ambulance service provided by the NAS is not a static one. The NAS deploys
its resources in a dynamic manner, which means ambulance services are provided on an area
and regional basis, as opposed to a local basis. Ambulances and paramedic staff are no longer
restricted to particular locations, stations or areas, as was the case under the old health board
service arrangement. Resources are also deployed across the area according to predictive analy-
sis, so they are not necessarily in a station but where activity patterns indicate they are most
likely to be required during a shift. Accordingly, the emergency resources for a particular
location include all available vehicles and personnel within the wider area.

The dynamic deployment of emergency resources ensures the nearest appropriate resource
is mobilised to the location of any incident. In the north-east area, this is achieved by the
dynamic dispatch of resources from surrounding stations in the first instance. In Drogheda, for
example, the emergency resource immediately available for deployment in response to a 999
call includes all the surrounding stations.

In responding to 999 calls, ambulance dispatchers prioritise resources according to clinical
status. All life-threatening conditions — cardiac, respiratory and other — receive first priority
and the closest appropriate resource will be dispatched to these incidents. The Deputy will
appreciate what this means, namely, on occasion, an ambulance responding to a lower priority
call will be diverted en route to respond to a clinically more urgent incident. However, all
efforts are made to then secure resources in the wider area to respond to the lower priority call.

The Deputy will note that approximately 60% of all 999 calls made to the NAS are neither
life threatening nor potentially life threatening. Approximately 10% of all 999 calls to the NAS
are inappropriate for an emergency ambulance. These statistics are consistent with inter-
national experience and evidence.

Deputy Seamus Kirk: While I do not say this very often, I am particularly disappointed with
the response. The script the Minister of State has read could be used in response to any query
about an ambulance service anywhere across the country. The query I submitted was specific
and referred to serious concerns about the rostering and manpower in the ambulance service
in the north east. I wish that those who prepared the response would address the particular
points that are being raised because they are raised for very good and genuine reasons. Concern
does prevail about the matter. I am not blaming the Minister of State and I admire his versatility
in taking responsibility for a number of responses today. However, the situation is very unsatis-
factory. I ask the Minister of State to go back to the Department of Health and ask it to re-
examine the matter. I would appreciate it if the Department would come back to me with a
more detailed and specific response to the query I raised.
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Deputy Brian Hayes: The Deputy has a very high standing in this House and has considerable
experience on both sides of the House. He has rightly highlighted the issue of the lack of detail
in the reply, and I agree with him on that. I have at my disposal a more detailed briefing note
which I intend to hand to him at the end of this debate and which sets out the issues in
Drogheda and the region. If there are specific issues around that, he might dialogue with the
Minister for Health on them, which I hope will answer his questions more fully.

School Transport

Deputy Martin Ferris: I am glad the Minister of State, Deputy Cannon, is present because,
this time last year, he attended a meeting in the Listowel Arms Hotel hosted by the Minister,
Deputy Deenihan. There were 500 or 600 people present that night and their anger as a con-
sequence of the post-primary school transport system in the north Kerry area was evident. I
can tell the Minister of State it is an awful lot worse now than it was then. Those of us who
were public representatives were able to work with Bus Éireann in a constructive way to
facilitate the requirements of many of those who had concerns at that time.

I want to bring the current situation to the Minister of State’s attention. There is currently
a 53-seat and a 49-seat bus service operating in Ardfert, Ballyheigue and Abbeydorney and
servicing the Causeway Comprehensive School. That service is operating at capacity and, while
an extra 18 people from the Ardfert-Abbeydorney area need transport to the school for the
coming year, there are no seats available for them. This situation is replicated in the Ashdee,
Tarbert and Ballybunion areas, and Kilflynn and every other village throughout north Kerry is
experiencing similar circumstances.

Students from Ardfert and Abbeydorney are consistently unable to gain entry to the nearest
school, which is in Tralee, because the school admission policy favours students from the local
feeder schools in Tralee, whose capacity is ever-increasing. Yet, the Causeway area would be
a feeder area for Ardfert, Ballyheigue, Abbeydorney and other villages. The outcome of all of
this is that, in one area, there are 18 students who have no seat and cannot get on the bus,
whereas their brothers and sisters are currently using that bus to travel to Causeway Compre-
hensive School. There is a similar situation in Ashdee, where nine students want to get on the
bus but there are only three seats available, although they have brothers and sisters travelling
to Tarbert or Ballybunion. As they cannot get on the bus, they are compelled to try to get into
schools in towns such as Listowel or Tralee.

Something needs to be done. I have met Bus Éireann representatives and will meet them
again on Monday. It is an injustice to divide families when the parents went to these schools
previously and when brothers and sisters must go to a different school. It is ridiculous. I hope
the Minister of State will give this consideration and that he will be able to find a way to
resolve the matter.

Deputy John O’Mahony: While I acknowledge savings have to be made in regard to school
transport, the implementation on the ground of some of the changes is madness. Children
starting primary school and requiring transport must now go to what is the nearest school but,
in many cases, problems are being caused due to distance rules which might involve just 100m.
What savings can be made from 100m? As Deputy Ferris said, families are being split up, with
members of the one family being forced to go to different schools.

I know the Minister of State is very aware of this and is making efforts to get it sorted out.
However, the situation will come to a head in August and September. There are several
examples in Mayo. In Kilkelly, some 200 m in the difference means a bus goes to one school
but no bus goes to the other school, to which first year students are being asked to go. It is not
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as if there is a choice between the two because a tradition has built up in one direction. In
Knock, the bus passes the door of a child who is being denied access to it, again because of
this distance rule. In Ballyboy, a tradition that has built up over 40 years has been broken.
Where pupils are now in a different diocese, they will be forced to travel in a different direction
from their natural shopping hinterland, sporting clubs and so on. The same happens between
Baal and Ballinrobe where the distance involved is 100m.

If this goes ahead next September one member of a family will be collected at 8.10 a.m. and
dropped off at 4.10 p.m. as is the case at present but their young sister will be picked up at
7.30 a.m. and dropped off at 4.30 p.m. When this works through the system it will have major
implications for schools that received investment for new and additional buildings in recent
years. There is no way that savings can be made from some of these decisions that are due to
be implemented.

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I
thank both Deputies for raising this matter. As they are both aware, school transport is a very
significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on the Department’s behalf and covering over
82 million km annually. Approximately 113,000 children, including more than 8,000 children
with special needs, are transported in approximately 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary
and post-primary schools throughout the country.

The Deputies are referring to the changes regarding school transport eligibility for children
attending post-primary schools, which take effect from the beginning of the next school year.
At the outset I want to explain that the main objective of the Department’s school transport
scheme is to support the safe transport to and from school of children who would have difficulty
travelling, for reasons of distance, to their nearest school if transport is not supported.

The current system for determining eligibility for school transport at post-primary level has
been in place for over 40 years. In 1966, when the Government announced the introduction of
free post-primary education, the country was divided for planning purposes into geographic
districts which we have now come to know as catchment areas, each with several primary
schools feeding into a post-primary centre with one or more post-primary schools.

Post-primary pupils are eligible for transport if they reside 4.8 km or more from their local
post-primary education centre, that is, the centre serving the catchment area in which they live.
The definition of school transport catchment boundaries has been the cause of many sub-
missions and representations to the Department over the years. It is widely considered by many
that the current catchment boundary areas do not reflect changed demographics.

Changes in the post primary school transport scheme were announced in budget 2011. One
of the changes which will take effect from this September means that the use of the catchment
area system as a means of determining eligibility will cease for all pupils newly entering a post-
primary school. From this date, school transport eligibility for all new pupils entering a post-
primary school will be determined by reference to the distance they reside from their nearest
post-primary education centre having regard to ethos and language. This eligibility criterion
will be applied equitably on a national basis.

In general, existing eligible children, including those who are not attending their nearest
post-primary centre and who meet the distance criterion of 4.8 km, will retain their transport
eligibility for the duration of their post-primary education cycle provided there is no change to
their current circumstances. Siblings of these children and other children who are not attending
their nearest school may apply for school transport on a concessionary basis only in accordance
with the terms of the post primary school transport scheme.
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Regarding the planning of school infrastructure, the general approach of the Department is
to plan on the basis of pupils attending at their nearest primary schools and that those primary
schools then feed into attendance at the nearest post-primary schools or the nearest post-
primary centre generally. The changes announced in post-primary school transport services are
in line with this approach and ultimately will result in a more efficient and cost effective scheme.

While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice,
eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school, having regard for ethos and language.

Deputy Martin Ferris: The Minister spoke about a feeder system but there is very little
difference in the distance between Ardfert and Abbeydorney, for example, and Causeway
Comprehensive School. It is almost impossible to get into some of the post-primary schools in
Tralee yet there is ample room in Causeway. It is difficult to comprehend that in so far as
people are being forced to go to a school that is bursting at the seams, yet the school of their
choice, which their brothers and sisters might attend, does not qualify for primary school trans-
port. There are 18 people in one area waiting to get into Causeway and there is a 53 seat bus
coming from that area to the Tralee school that is not full. Some imagination is needed in that
respect. Changing the size of the bus could make a huge difference but that requires political
will, and I do not see that.

Deputy John O’Mahony: Would the Minister accept that there will be implications for the
schools and numbers in future years? This is being done to achieve savings but over the years
Bus Éireann’s accounts have shown that it is costing more to transport fewer children. The cost
in 2009 was €1,266 per student. In 2010 it cost €1,392 per student and in 2011 the cost was
€1,526 per student. There has been a 20% drop in the number of students availing of Bus
Éireann transport but the cost has increased. I cannot understand these changes. Families are
being split up and the students’ sense of place in terms of where they have always gone is being
discommoded. This change will not turn around the transport costs. It does not make sense.

Deputy Ciarán Cannon: I want to emphasise that in order to allow parents ample time to
consider all their school options a 20 month gap was allowed between the announcement of
this measure and the time when parents needed to apply for school transport for the coming
school year. Those changes were posted on the Department’s website in October 2011 and the
updated scheme was made available on 1 February this year. I should add that the Department
contacted post-primary schools directly on two occasions in addition to the relevant education
partners formally advising them of the changes.

Even in times of plenty one could never argue an economic case for transporting children
other than to the school that is nearest to where they live. Deputy Ferris may say that parents
wish for their children to attend the school of their choice — all of us as parents wish that — but
it is not possible, and never would be possible, to facilitate that choice by providing transport to
the school of choice for every child in the country.

The transport scheme is available to underpin the school system, particularly across rural
Ireland, but it was not designed to bring every child to the school of their choice. That is not
what the system was about.

Deputy Ferris pointed out that when we have the radii of two schools intermeshing with one
another, situations will arise where a child who lives in one location is not entitled to transport
to a particular centre while a child who lives 100 metres away is entitled to transport. That will
happen everywhere where those two radii meet.

Deputy O’Mahony stated that there may be additional costs associated with perhaps provid-
ing new classrooms. Research carried out by Bus Éireann would indicate that 95% of pupils
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are already attending their nearest centre and therefore it is unlikely to result in significant
capital costs involved in building new classrooms. Second, if it is, that would be a once-off
capital cost associated with that development whereas the savings accruing from a more
efficient and cost effective school transport system will accrue to us year after year.

On the Deputy’s comment about the cost of school transport, he is correct in pointing out
that the cost per pupil has risen exponentially in recent years but that is because it includes
8,000 children with special needs who, because of their special needs and the special transport
that needs to be provided for them, incur a far greater cost. Some 8,000 children with special
needs are being transported every day whereas a very short time ago very little of that was
happening. During the transitionary phase and while we allow the current cohort of students
to work their way through the system, some anomalous situations will occur. That is unavoid-
able, but it is a transitionary phase and, once complete, we will have a more efficient and cost-
effective school transport system in place that will be fair, equitable and will be applied equit-
ably throughout the country.

Ceisteanna — Questions

Priority Questions

————

Energy Conservation

1. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of jobs supported by better energy homes now; the equivalent number
in July 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36214/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, SEAI, administers the better energy programme,
which includes the better energy homes and warmer homes and workplaces schemes.
Exchequer funding of €76.146 million has been allocated to the better energy programme in
2012, which is projected to deliver 597 GWh in energy savings this year and is the equivalent
of €34.2 million in the value of energy saved. The original budget allocation for the better
energy programme for 2011 was €60 million. This was supplemented by the Government on
taking office with an additional €30 million under the jobs stimulus package, with the total
outturn for 2011 amounting to €94 million. Based upon the SEAI’s analysis, the funding sup-
ported the retention of more than 5,700 jobs for 2011 as a whole. While the measurement of
jobs created and retained is complex, the SEAI continues to monitor the relative labour inten-
sity of the better energy programme.

Since the start of 2012, there has been a notable decrease in applications across all measures
in the better energy homes programme. Analysis by the SEAI suggests a number of factors
have impacted upon the level of new applications, including milder weather, reduced disposable
income and some misconceptions about the continued availability of grants. The SEAI con-
tinues to analyse the trends and underlying causes to inform decisions about the programme
in the context of budget 2013. In light of that, and to optimise the use of remaining funding
for the rest of the year, I recently approved a reallocation within the better energy budget to
enhance the funding allocated for better energy warmer homes and better energy workplaces.
This reallocation will support the retention of jobs in the retrofitting sector by redirecting
funding towards areas of continued strong demand and related levels of economic activity in
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the sector. It is the case that the notable decrease in better homes applications will have an
impact, as yet unquantified, on the retrofitting industry.

Deputy Niall Collins: The Minister indicated that falling demand was one reason for his
recent decision to divert some of the budget. What level of demand is apparent currently in
terms of the quantum of applications on hand? Is the Minister minded to continue the scheme
for the foreseeable future? Everyone is aware of the benefits of the scheme but the circum-
stances of some people will change and they might find themselves in a position where they
will be able to avail of the scheme even though for various reasons they have not been able to
do so to date. Will the scheme continue to exist in 2013 and 2014?

Is the Minister minded to continue the parallel scheme that is running for recipients of the
fuel allowance? I do not recall the names of the agencies involved but in Limerick a body in
Southill provides warmer homes funding for people who do not go through the SEAI scheme.
They go through the social welfare route with the minimum criterion that they are in receipt
of the fuel allowance.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The position is that the SEAI is still doing research to establish why
there are fewer applications. It is undoubtedly the case from previous studies that if the winter
is very bad, the spike in applications is evident for anyone to see. Therefore, the mild winter
is plausible as a part explanation but it is not the full explanation. It would appear that people
are reluctant to put their hand in their pockets to match the grant aid. The grant aid on offer
is based on the presumption that people will come up with their own investment in insulation
and retrofitting.

On whether it is the intention to continue the scheme, the programme for Government
commits to making the transition from a grants-based system to a pay-as-you-save model, a
financial model that envisages repayment over a number of years. It could be three or four
years but it has not been fixed yet. The payment will be made essentially from the savings
that will accrue. The intention is to continue the scheme for 2013, which is what interests
Deputy Collins.

My initial view was that minor adjustment to the grant levels for some functions might
explain why there were fewer applications, but that does not explain it because where the grant
did not change at all, the number of applications have declined by exactly the same amount.
The matter still bears some research.

Deputy Niall Collins: Is the remaining budget for the rest of this year sufficient to meet the
applications to the Department or the SEAI? Has the Minister left people hanging? I hope the
answer is “No”.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The answer is “No”. In fact, we will direct any extra money to the
workplace scheme in particular, where there is increasing awareness and uptake on the part of
SMEs. It is not the case that there are not many householders in the queue. It is just that the
numbers have fallen. There are many in the queue and they will not be left hanging.

Postal Services

2. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his views on the standard of service provided by An Post; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36216/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Under the Communications Regulation (Postal Services) 2011 Act, An
Post is statutorily required, as the designated universal service provider, to provide a universal
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postal service. The essential element of this obligation is the collection and delivery of mail to
every address in the State on every working day.

The universal service obligation is a form of safety net, ensuring by way of regulatory obli-
gation that a minimum set of services is provided at an affordable price for the benefit of all
users, irrespective of their geographical location. It is a fundamental principle of the regulatory
framework for postal services and is an explicit requirement of the EU postal services directive
which has provided for the gradual and controlled opening of the postal services market to com-
petition.

An Post discharges its universal service provision and through it the obligation to deliver
mail on every working day to all premises in the country. This service is complemented by a
nationwide retail footprint via the post office network. The latter provide valuable services to
the population, including payment of social welfare benefits. In addition, An Post is leveraging
its retail footprint to provide other services such as banking, insurance and the administration
of State savings schemes. I consider that An Post provides a valuable nationwide service to
the public.

More generally, as shareholder, I do have a strong concern about the ongoing commercial
position of the company and I regularly liaise with the company in this regard. The reality is
that the core mail business has suffered a major fall-off and that has impacted seriously on the
company’s revenue flow. In response, the company is proactively seeking to keep costs down
and diversify its business. An Post has many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the
country. I have impressed on the company the need to exploit further its unique position in
this regard and I have been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income streams to win a
wider range of commercial contracts, including within the public sector, offering higher margins
and keeping costs down.

Deputy Martin Ferris: I am certain all Members agree that An Post provides an excellent
service, both in respect of the service it is compelled to provide and in respect of its social role
in maintaining contact with people, particularly those who are more isolated from the general
community. I am somewhat puzzled by the decision of the Commission for Communications
Regulation, ComReg, to take a case against An Post on the grounds that it is failing to fulfil
its target of next-day delivery. In the ten years I have been a Member of this House I have
received many complaints about ComReg, but I can honestly state I have received no complaint
about An Post. According to sources within An Post, ComReg has refused to state where the
alleged failures are and has not provided hints as to how matters might improve. Instead, it
appears this case will potentially be the cause of the imposition of a €12 million fine on An
Post, which would be detrimental to it as a service provider. What is the Minister’s view on
the case being taken? Does he agree ComReg has once again highlighted its deficiencies as
a regulator?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I can confirm for the Deputy that legal proceedings have been com-
menced by the independent regulator, ComReg, against An Post on the basis that the company
has failed to achieve the next-day delivery targets fixed by ComReg. The application by Com-
Reg seeks to have imposed a financial penalty of €11.9 million on An Post for breach of the
quality of service standard as measured by ComReg in 2010 and 2011. As the Deputy will be
aware, ComReg is the independent regulator in this regard. I can accept that next-day delivery
is a valid measure of postal standards. However, most Members of the House would share the
view advanced by the Deputy that this issue is not a chief concern for postal users, at least not
as conveyed to Members. In the context of the financial and commercial challenges confronting
An Post, failure to achieve a nationwide 94% target for next-day delivery is scarcely the
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primary issue. Against this background, I am obliged to note I share the experience of the
Deputy and other Members across all parties when I state complaints about next-day delivery
do not feature among the matters brought to Members’ attention concerning the postal services.
No Member, including those in government, wishes to see one State organisation engaged in
litigation against another, especially in the midst of the critical financial crisis in which the
country finds itself. However, the fact remains that ComReg is statutorily independent in the
discharge of this and all of its other functions.

Deputy Martin Ferris: It is mind-boggling at a time when An Post is attempting to diversify
and provide an even greater service, that ComReg effectively is attempting to impose a penalty
on the company that certainly will not improve the services it provides. I do not believe I have
heard of any Deputy ever having received a complaint about An Post in respect of next-day
delivery. An Post provides a fantastic service that, as legislators, Members should be prepared
to defend against anyone who is so-called independent.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: It is a reasonable question as to the extent to which the imposition of
a penalty of €11.9 million on An Post would correct the perceived deficiency. Greater chal-
lenges than this face An Post. I suspect the extent of electronic substitution, the decline in its
core business, the challenges that confront it from competition and so on rank higher in the
matters that confront its management. Consequently, I must concede I share the surprise that
there are such legal proceedings. Preferably, one hopes two public organisations can resolve
this issue consistent with the remit of the independent regulator.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: On Question No. 3, Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan is not
present. As Deputy Niall Collins has tabled Question No. 4, the Minister may proceed to
answer that question.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Leas-Cheann Comhairle is not taking No. 3.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Not for the moment.

Energy Prices

4. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his views on whether Bord Gáis should be allowed to increase its prices by up to
10%; his further views on whether such a move would add to persons financial hardship; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36215/12]

5 o’clock

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Responsibility for the regulation of gas prices is a matter for the Com-
mission for Energy Regulation, CER, which is an independent statutory body. Bord Gáis
Energy’s gas tariffs for domestic customers continue to be regulated by the CER and are

reviewed each year. I have no function in the matter. The regulator is undertaking
its annual detailed review of the Bord Gáis Energy, BGE, tariff. This involves
detailed assessment by the regulator of BGE’s own recent proposals on gas prices,

followed by a consultation process, which will begin at the end of July. The level of increase
in the tariff will not become clear until BGE’s detailed submission is fully analysed. I am
advised that a decision by the regulator is likely to follow at the end of August on whether any
increase should be applied to the BGE tariff from 1 October next. In making its decision the
regulator takes account of the need to protect consumers from unnecessary price increases by
ensuring only reasonable legitimate costs are recovered by BGE. These would include the price
of gas in the global market, currency fluctuations and financing cost-efficient network invest-
ment for safety and reasons of security of supply.
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There are a number of ways for consumers to take actions on rising gas prices, and measures
are in place to assist them. They can shop around to get the best possible price and service
deal from suppliers, bearing in mind that other suppliers can and do offer competitive prices
and products to those charged by BGE. They can also take steps to improve the efficiency of
their gas usage, which delivers demonstrable savings.

The regulator is working with gas suppliers to ensure vulnerable customers are protected
through, inter alia, the installation of pay-as-you-go meters. The long-term policy responses for
Ireland to combat vulnerability to high and volatile gas prices continue to be increasing the use
of renewables, better energy efficiencies and reducing the reliance on gas in the fuel mix.
Implementation of the measures set out in the Government’s energy affordability strategy is
also key to protecting the interests of vulnerable customers.

Deputy Niall Collins: There is an anomaly in that the wholesale price of gas on the inter-
national commodity market is falling, while, at the same time, Bord Gáis is seeking a 10%
increase. The public is finding this difficult to understand and while that is not too bad, it will
find it even harder to pay. As an entire set of new charges, including water charges and property
taxes, will be rolled out in the next few years, everything possible must be done to try to curb
and control the price of fuel, energy and electricity. While the Minister has stated the regulator
is independent, which may be the case, to what extent does the regulator consider the public
interest from the perspective of how people will actually pay for such an increase? When
making this point, I am mindful, for example, of the recent survey conducted by the Irish
League of Credit Unions which, to its credit, is a broadly based and independent organisation
that is to be found in every community throughout the country. Its recent survey of people’s
disposable incomes and the remainder thereof at the end of a particular month has credibility.
Moreover, it was conducted on a cientific and factual basis and showed that the majority of
families of their membership did not have any disposable income available to them at the end
of the year. When the regulator informs itself, will the Minister ensure it takes into consider-
ation the aforementioned survey carried out by the Irish League of Credit Unions because it
was a fine piece of work? The majority of people, particularly in urban settings, who are
members of the credit union movement will find themselves in the category of those who
face hardship.

In order to inform the regulator properly, can the Minister ensure that he gets that survey
as part of his decision making process?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I will indeed ensure the regulator is fully cognisant of the contents of
that report. There is a long way to go on the analysis of whether any price increase in warranted.
The main drivers in international gas prices are the euro-sterling exchange rate, network costs
and volume consumption trends. The weak euro may indeed have assisted many of our SMEs
in exporting from the country in recent times, but it works the other way when importing fossil
fuels such as gas and oil. That has been an issue.

I assure the Deputy that I will bring that report to the attention of the regulator. I have
already communicated my views to the regulator, especially in so far as they relate to protecting
the most vulnerable in our society. The regulator reports that there has been a very good
uptake in “pay as you go” meters and that the fears last winter about disconnections and so
on largely did not materialise. The protocols we put in place at the time — no disconnections
provided the customer signs up to a pay plan or installs a “pay as you go” meter — have been
quite effective. I would like a faster rate of uptake of the meters and I hope that takes place
between now and the beginning of the winter.
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Natural Gas Grid

5. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the circumstances surrounding the underground gas exploration that occurred during
the commissioning of the new Bord Gáis high pressure pipeline between Middleton, County
Cork and Ballyporeen, County Tipperary and the gas explosion in Leixlip, County Kildare; the
safeguards that are in place to prevent a re-occurrence of same; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36897/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The matters raised by the Deputy are operational matters for Bord
Gáis Éireann. The company’s gas safety operators are regulated in accordance with the safety
regulatory framework established by the Commission for Energy Regulation, which has statu-
tory responsibility for gas safety. I have no function in this regard.

The first incident referred to by the Deputy occurred in May 2010, as Bord Gáis Networks
was inspecting the Curraleigh West to Midleton pipeline prior to bringing the pipeline into
operation. BGN advises that the gauge used in the inspection showed evidence of having been
subjected to abnormally high temperatures. There was no evidence of an explosion and the
underground pipeline was not breached. Further testing was undertaken and the line has been
re-tested on a number of subsequent occasions and is operating satisfactorily.

Following this incident, BGN commissioned an independent external review of procedures
in relation to this incident and, based on the review findings, made amendments to technical
commissioning and purging procedures. The national gas safety committee, chaired by the
CER and representing the gas industry, the Health and Safety Authority and my Department,
monitored this incident throughout and continues to supervise the ongoing BGN analysis into
the technical issues involved, which the committee has determined was not a pipeline integ-
rity issue.

Investigations by the regulator and by BGE have been carried out to establish the cause of
the gas incident which occurred in Leixlip last January. The regulator’s investigation has been
informed by work carried out by Burgoynes, UK-based experts in such investigations, with
considerable experience in the Irish gas market.

Information not provided on the floor of the House.

BGN’s investigation into Leixlip is ongoing due to legal and other issues and the unavoidably
protracted process of interviews with all the parties involved. The completion of the investi-
gations and subsequent findings continues to be overseen by the national gas safety committee.
BGÉ operates safety management systems, technical audit and inspection and training prog-
rammes across all activities of its networks business which encompass its own staff, business
partners and contractors employed for network maintenance and safety works.

Safety is BGÉ’s first priority and the company is committed to ongoing development and
maintenance of the gas networks and systems to ensure safety and to deliver continuous safety
improvement and performance. I have every confidence in BGÉ’s priority commitment to
safety and its safety and emergency response service. There is never room for complacency
however, and BGÉ itself is correctly engaged in a constant process of safety review and
enhancement, working with CER.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I thank the Minister and I accept his point that it is an operational
matter. I do not want to be scaremongering, but I have good information that there was an
explosion not too far from the Tipperary border. The Minister may say there is an independent
internal review and that it was not a pipeline integrity issue, but I still have huge worries. I
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would not have had a clue about those pipelines only that I saw the helicopter flying overhead
when it was being developed. It was a tremendous job of work and I saw the testing that went
on at the time.

The worry is that the competent contractors that Bord Gáis has had in place since long
before the pipeline was built are no longer in place. Commitments are not being honoured by
Balfour Beatty, among others, which got the contracts to carry out the work. There are major
worries about this and while I do not want to peddle misery, it will be too late to talk about it
if something serious happens and standards lapse in these companies, some of which have
experience here but many of which do not. Many of them do not have the knowledge, expertise,
capabilities or responsibilities. They are in at low cost, but we cannot afford this for a major
piece of energy infrastructure, nor we can we afford it from a health and safety point of view
more importantly. The Health and Safety Authority closes down small businesses and farms
every day of the week, and rightly so if there are problems, but this is a major issue of national
importance and that is why I put down the question. I appeal to the Minister to insist that there
is some fairness and continuity of good practice, which was delivered by the many contractors of
Bord Gáis for decades, one of them in my own town of Clonmel — MP Ryan and Company
— and which have since been left high and dry, while companies with possible shoddy records
are doing this work. That cannot happen.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I must confess that I did not even know about this incident until the
Deputy put down the question. However, I was only recently engaged in exchanges in the
House with Deputy Catherine Murphy about the unfortunate incident that happened at Leixlip.
There is a very careful safety framework in place and it is effectively supervised by the national
gas safety committee, which includes organisations like the Health and Safety Authority and
technical personnel from my Department.

It is important to state that there was no explosion, nor is there any evidence that the
underground pipeline was breached. It is true that the inspection revealed evidence of abnor-
mally high temperatures, but there was not an explosion and the pipeline was not breached.
Going back over the years, the safety record of Bord Gáis Éireann is very good. I was in Cork
recently and met senior personnel in the company and they are very proud of their record on
this. I think I can give Deputy McGrath the assurance he is looking for.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I agree that the company has a proud record. I am just worried on
behalf of people who come to me. I cannot say whether there was an explosion or not, but I
am told there was. I am not doubting the Minister’s word. My worry is that there is a serious
slippage of standards with the changeover in companies and organisations. We cannot afford
that because it will be too late when something serious happens. The proud standards that we
had must be adhered to. They were delivered by people with knowledge of the area and with
all the expertise and qualifications and I would be worried, with the cut-price race to the
bottom, that we would have an inferior service and maintenance. In spite of the Health and
Safety Authority and everything else, it is something that could happen. I do not want that to
happen and I know the Minister does not either.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I agree with the Deputy that anything short of best practice would not
be acceptable in this area. I have assured myself that best practice obtains and will continue
to obtain.

Media Mergers

3. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
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Natural Resources his views on large parts of the media being controlled by a single owner; if
he will introduce legislation to limit the percentage ownership of our media by any one person;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36894/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The issue of media ownership and the concentration of that ownership
in the hands of limited numbers of individuals is a sensitive and critical issue for governments
in every developed country. It is all the more so here due to our small scale and the relative
ease with which this concentration can occur. The reason this issue is such a critical one stems
obviously from the critical role the media plays in our democracy and the potentially harmful
effects an overconcentration of media ownership may have on the freedom of the press and on
the plurality of views available to the public.

Last year, the Government approved the draft heads of a new consumer and competition
Bill, as submitted by the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Deputy Bruton, who
has primary responsibility for promulgating it. Part of that decision involved giving effect in
legislation to the recommendations of the report of the advisory group on media mergers and
to transfer responsibility for public interest considerations relating to media mergers from the
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to my Department.

The Government remains committed to implementing a set of robust measures that will
allow for a transparent and objective assessment of the public good in media mergers cases
and to do so as quickly as possible. Officials from my Department are actively engaged in the
drafting process and I have written to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on the
subject on several occasions around the Bill’s content. My primary concerns are that it pays
sufficient attention to the preservation of media plurality and to diversity in media, as well
as providing that the powers are sufficient to ensure the Government can act when these
are threatened.

The consumer and competition Bill 2012 is one of a large number of Bills currently being
drafted by the Attorney General’s office. I gather it is likely to be later in the year before a
draft Bill is ready to be published by the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and
brought before the Oireachtas. In the meantime, the existing provisions set out in the Compe-
tition Act 2002 continue to apply.

Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle for allowing me to put
my question again. He is very fair to let me in as I was not here earlier when I should have
been. I apologise for that.

What is the role of the media? Is its role to make a fortune for someone or is it to report
the news accurately? I know the realities of business mean that one has to make money at it
if one wants to keep it going. At the level that some people are running the media, it is not
about delivering the news but controlling it. I am glad the Minister said something will be done
about it because it seriously threatens democracy.

Many times in the Chamber when I look up at the Press Gallery I ask myself who is really
going to get the message out of here. When they listen to what we have to say, what sort of
mangle does it go through before it is actually reported? In my opinion it goes through one
particular mangle that constantly attacks anyone who is not of a right-wing view. This needs to
be tackled because it is not on. In a democracy, everyone should have their say, should be
reported equally and be treated fairly. That does not happen, however. Two large national
radio stations are owned by the one person. That is not acceptable and something needs to be
done about it immediately.
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Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I agree with the Deputy that the media is not like other businesses
and media enterprises are not like other enterprises because of the formative role media can
have on the very character of our democracy and the coverage of public affairs. I agree with
him that diversity of content and ownership are central. The Sreenan report sets out several
principles concerning the public interest test which are central to the Deputy’s question.

The heads of the new competition Bill were approved last July. I regret an amount of the
Government’s legislative programme has been dislocated at the behest of the troika to cause
other legislation to receive attention. The new competition Bill is proceeding, however, and
will have regard to the Sreenan principles. It will transfer responsibility for the media to my
Department and, in the interim, my Department is working with the Department of Jobs,
Enterprise and Innovation to produce the best legislation we can. Hopefully, it will meet the
challenge Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan has put to us.

Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan: I hope the Minister is serious about tackling this matter at a
micro level in Leinster House. I find the system which decides on who sits in the Press Gallery
astonishing. The single owner I referred to earlier has someone in Leinster House who controls
who comes in and out of the Gallery. This needs to be addressed. While there may be nothing
untoward going on in this regard, it is about how it is perceived. How else can one perceive it
when the chief political correspondent of the largest newspaper in the country has a major say
over who else can report on what is happening in the Dáil? Will the Minister address this
matter as well?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: From long years of experience, I am unlikely to dip my toe into organis-
ing who should sit in the Press Gallery. Detailed matters such as that might be best avoided.

Undue concentration of media ownership in Ireland would be unacceptable. I hope the
legislation, when published, will reflect that. The media has a powerful influence in reporting
and analysing current affairs. It is important, as the Deputy said, that different points of view
are fairly represented. One person’s negative media coverage may be seen quite differently by
somebody else. We live in a valley of negativity at the moment for reasons to do with the
economic collapse of four years ago. There ought to be room, however, for different analyses
and points of view. That diversity and plurality of view ought to be reflected in a healthy media
and democracy.

Other Questions

————

Sale of State Assets

6. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he completed an impact analysis of potential job losses in the ESB or Bord Gáis
when they are part privatised; if he will publish same; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [35808/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Government has decided to dispose of Bord Gáis Éireann’s energy
business and some of the ESB’s non-strategic power generation capacity as part of the State
assets disposal programme. The Government has also reiterated its commitment to retaining
the electricity and gas networks, as well as the two gas interconnectors in State ownership as
national strategic infrastructure, critical for the delivery of secure, sustainable and competitive
energy supplies.
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The ESB will remain a vertically integrated utility, positioned more competitively in the all-
island energy market and, in due course, in the integrated European market. The sale of Bord
Gáis energy will support this dynamic, successful company and its employees to continue to
invest and grow while enhancing competition in the energy market for the benefit of the econ-
omy and consumers.

I do not envisage job losses in the ESB or Bord Gáis Éireann as an outcome of the planned
disposals. The proposed sales can deliver positive outcomes for Ireland’s energy markets, the
two State utilities and their employees, consumers and business. In this context, it is also
important to underline that the Government has successfully negotiated with the troika to
ensure that 50% of the sale proceeds will be available for reinvestment under the recently
announced infrastructure stimulus package.

Significant progress has been made in implementing the asset disposal programme, in line
with our commitments under the EU-ECB-IMF funding programme. Tender processes for the
appointment of financial advisers to oversee the sale of Bord Gáis Energy have now com-
menced. My Department is also progressing priority actions to address necessary legislative,
regulatory and financial issues with a view to commencing the disposal process in 2013.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Minister has reassured me to some extent with regard to the
position of the ESB. However, I am concerned in respect of what is happening with Bord Gáis
in the context of its contracting work out to a company called Balfour Beatty. The process in
this regard does not bode well for the future. I do not understand the technical aspects involved
but binding national agreements were made to the effect that jobs would be maintained during
the transfer. I am familiar with a well-established private company, M. P. Ryan Limited, in
Clonmel, County Tipperary, and I am concerned about what is going to happen to its
employees. These people have been treated very unfairly.

I tried to raise this matter as a Topical Issue. Deputy Martin Ferris raised it some time ago.
While the Labour Court is examining the matter, the workers to whom I refer are being treated
unfairly and are being pitted against the company that is providing the services. Pickets were
placed at the premises of the company in Clonmel to which I refer, which had done all in its
power to retain its employees and ensure that its various contractual agreements were fulfilled.
It is sad when something of that nature occurs, particularly as the workers had good relations
with the company and the latter was trying its best to look after them. Honest answers could
not be obtained from Balfour Beatty and, as a result, legal advice had to be obtained and the
Rights Commissioner Service had to be consulted.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Perhaps the Deputy might ask a question.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I accept this is a delicate matter. However, is the Minister in a
position to indicate whether, if further privatisation occurs, assurances will be given to con-
sumers and safeguards will be put in place in respect of both employees and private contractors
of good standing whose services have previously been used by companies such as Bord Gáis?
I am not stating that these private contractors have a right to retain contracts for ever. I am of
the view, however, that where they are in place, contractual arrangements should be honoured.
The Minister indicated that a financial consultant will be appointed to oversee the financial
aspects involved in privatisation. Will he take steps to ensure that any commitments made and
contractual arrangements entered into will be honoured?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Deputy has acknowledged that no private company has a right to
expect to retain any given contract. I presume he also accepts that it is not my job to microman-
age matters in respect of contractors which might be recruited by Bod Gáis, as it is currently
configured, or by a new privatised Bord Gáis Energy. Management make these calls and com-
panies sometimes win contracts, while at other times they lose them. That is the rule of the
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marketplace. My concern is to ensure — as stated in connection with the previous question —
that whomsoever is recruited for the provision of services by the main company is up to
delivering leading-edge services. The quality of the services provided must measure up to best
practice. I cannot become involved in the business of recommending one contractor over
another or of intruding into the company’s micromanagement of contractual engagements.

Energy Resources

7. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources when he expects gas from the Corrib gas field to become available to the Irish
consumer; the extent to which the product will replace the use of imported energy on an annual
basis when supplies become available nationally; the degree to which the supply is expected to
represent as a percentage total gas use; if all the necessary steps have been taken in terms of
compliance with all statutory regulations in order to ensure the earliest possible availability; if
he expects the product to be competitively priced on the Irish market; the extent to which
he expects this to contribute to economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [35716/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Corrib gas field will strengthen Ireland’s security of energy supply
and at peak production will provide approximately 60% of Ireland’s annual gas needs. Com-
pletion of the Corrib field development works by the developer is the principal factor that will
determine the date for first gas. Pending such completion, it is not possible to definitely state
when gas from the Corrib field will become available. The developer is in receipt of all statutory
permits relevant to the construction of the Corrib gas project. Works on all elements of the
development, with the exception of the onshore element of the Corrib pipeline, are essentially
complete. Works in this regard commenced in July 2011 and oversight of them is being under-
taken by the appropriate authorities — Mayo County Council, the Department of the Envir-
onment, Community and Local Government and my Department — in the context of their
respective consents. It is estimated that construction of the onshore section of the pipeline,
which includes a 5 km tunnel, which began last year, will take approximately three years. First
gas cannot, therefore, reasonably be anticipated before 2014.

With regard to how competitive the price of Corrib Gas is expected to be, Deputy Durkan
should note that developers of new sources of gas price their supplies in keeping with the
competitive nature of the market. I have no statutory function in the setting of the price of
gas. Responsibility for the regulation of the gas market is a matter for the Commission for
Energy Regulation, which is an independent statutory body.

In terms of the contribution the development in question will make to economic recovery,
as already alluded to, it can be expected that Corrib gas will improve security of gas supply.
This is of economic importance in light of Ireland’s widespread use of natural gas, including
for a significant element of energy generation. In addition, Deputy Durkan may be aware that
profits from petroleum production arising from exploration licences granted prior to 2007 are
taxed at a rate of 25%. This is the rate that will apply in the case of profits from the Corrib field.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Minister for his comprehensive reply. Have any
lessons been learned from what occurred in respect of this project, particularly in light of its
extraordinarily long duration? Is the Minister in a position to indicate what might be expected
in the future if further finds occur? The procedures followed in respect of the Corrib gas project
were extremely circuitous. Has a new or better way of bringing gas to the market much more
quickly been identified? In the context of the statutory and safety requirements — I presume
all of these have been complied with — is there anything that can be learned from the process
to date which might be of economic benefit to both the Minister’s Department and the country
in the future?
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Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I published a major Government policy statement yesterday on the
delivery of energy infrastructure. A significant part of what is envisaged in this regard involves
setting down principles of both community engagement and community gain. Both of those
principles are equally relevant in this case. At the beginning of the Corrib project, a good
relationship was fostered with the local community. It appears, however, that, under the new
arrangement, the company took its eye off the ball and issues that were raised in respect of
safety were not handled in as sensitive a fashion as might have been the case. Of course, we
have moved on a great deal since then. The State has bent over backwards to ensure, in so far
as is humanly possible, that there are no safety concerns. The campaign that emerged has
moved from safety concerns to entirely different preoccupations. It has been damaging to the
country’s international reputation. Deputy Durkan is correct that the industry and the Govern-
ment must learn lessons from the experience at Corrib. The greatest concern is that, in circum-
stances where the country has been drilling one hole or two holes on average every year, the
impact may be to deter companies from exploration and drilling off our shore and that is not
in the best economic interests of the country. Lessons can be learned and I hope we have
learned them.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: How does the process followed in this jurisdiction compare with
competing jurisdictions in terms of the procedure, compliance and the delay between the initial
exploration and the final outcome?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Compared to similar circumstances, it took approximately three times
as long to bring it ashore in this jurisdiction from discovery of the field to the likely date of
2014. That is not justifiable because a great deal of cost can be written down by the company,
a great deal of tax is forgone by the State and a huge bill is incurred by the State in providing
security in the form of the Garda Síochána in particular. It does not bear favourable comparison
with the international experience but I would also like to think it is a once-off. The experience
at Kinsale, for example, is quite different. To go back to Deputy Durkan’s original question, I
hope lessons have been learned.

Alternative Energy Projects

8. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the discussions he has had with the authorities in Northern Ireland with a view to
agreeing a joint policy north and south on hydraulic fracturing on an all island basis; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [35821/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
(Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Officials of my Department have had contacts with their counter-
parts in Northern Ireland on onshore exploration authorisations in place in the two juris-
dictions. The primary purpose of these contacts has been to facilitate an exchange of infor-
mation on the nature of the activities that have been licensed and their associated timelines.
There has also been a sharing of information on the regulatory processes that would apply in
each jurisdiction should the promoters of these projects make applications to advance to an
exploration drilling phase or beyond.

The focus of these engagements has been on information sharing and not on seeking to agree
a joint North-South policy. In the case that a project in either jurisdiction were to advance to
the next stage, it would be subject to the regulatory processes that pertain in that jurisdiction.
The environmental consideration of any proposed project in either jurisdiction will be subject
to EU environmental legislation, including the provisions relating to consultation across
borders where there could be a potential negative environmental impact in a neighbouring
jurisdiction.
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A meeting between authorities both North and South took place in February of this year,
which provided an opportunity for a more detailed engagement and sharing of information
between the respective regulators, together with a commitment to keep each other informed
on relevant developments. Additionally, officials from Northern Ireland are represented among
the bodies engaged in scoping the more detailed research to be commissioned by the EPA
later this year, on the potential environmental impacts of hydraulic fracturing.

Renewable Energy

9. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
if any cost benefit analysis has been carried out to determine the possible advantage of semi-
State led development of the world’s best wind and wave renewable energy resource off the
Irish coast using EIB loans; and if he will instruct that such a cost benefit analysis be organ-
ised. [35738/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: While offshore wind is already being deployed in a number of EU
member states, it is still a very expensive technology to deploy. Offshore wind currently costs
in the region of €3 million per MW to deploy compared to the cost of onshore wind which is
about half of that. Wave energy technology is still very much at the research and development
stage and the commercial and technical feasibility is not yet proven. While there are very
promising wave technology devices in development, they are at pre-commercial stages. Hence,
it is not yet at a stage where large scale commercial scale development for the generation of
electricity could take place.

The national wave energy sector has been supported over recent years through the ocean
energy development unit in Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, SEAI. Support has
included a prototype development fund of research grants to industry, the enhancement of the
wave tank test facility in the hydraulics and maritime research centre in Cork and the develop-
ment of a quarter scale prototype wave test site in Galway Bay. Further work includes prelimi-
nary design and survey work on a full scale wave test site off County Mayo.

Ireland has a very small electricity market, with around 2 million electricity consumers. Given
the very significantly higher price of developing offshore wind compared to the lower cost
onshore, it makes economic sense that we focus on developing less costly onshore wind
resources to deliver Ireland’s binding EU targets for renewable electricity. It is not the Govern-
ment’s intention that Irish consumers fund offshore wind development through a feed-in-tariff.
Wave energy technology is not yet commercially viable and is therefore appropriately sup-
ported by research and development funding. This position applies to all projects, irrespective
of whether they are developed privately or by the semi-State companies. The best future for
Ireland’s offshore wind resource lies in becoming an export industry.

The renewable energy directive provides the mechanism by which the renewable value of
electricity can be traded. I am working bilaterally with my UK colleagues to create the neces-
sary framework to enable trading between our two countries. Any project development that
takes place for export has to occur under the auspices of a legal inter-governmental agreement
with the UK under Directive 2009/28/EC. There are currently a number of project developers
that have expressed interest in renewable export. The manner in which projects falling under
the intergovernmental agreement would be selected remains to be established.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

The agreement with the UK will be developed in a way which ensures a mutually beneficial
arrangement and to ensure tangible economic benefits for Ireland. If renewable energy power
is being exported and consumed in the UK, then UK consumers will have to provide the
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necessary financial support to make the development commercially viable. These costs will not
fall on Irish energy consumers.

Deputy Clare Daly: The Minister’s response is disappointing and seems to contain contradic-
tions with the Labour Party’s energy revolution policy proposal. In opposition, the Labour
Party had identified the enormous potential of wind and wave power on environmental grounds
and in terms of job creation. Some 20,000 jobs in ocean energy, 10,700 jobs in wind energy and
7,000 jobs in construction were talked about three years ago. The basis of the Minister’s answer
dampens the potential of this area. The question asked whether the Department had carried
out a cost benefit analysis and I must pose the question again. We pose the question on the
day the National Competitiveness Council scorecard came out and rated Ireland’s performance
as abysmal in terms of environmental sustainability. We are 24th out of 28 in energy from
renewable sources. We have slipped two places since the last scorecard. It is just not good
enough and the Government will be judged on this. Private companies are considering this.
Why should they be the ones to benefit from it? The geographical conditions are unique and
the semi-State sector should make this investment for all the reasons proposed by the Minister
when the Labour Party was in opposition.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Deputy Daly is confusing many things in that peroration and, in the
process, misrepresenting the policy of the Labour Party then and of the Government now.
This matter is attracting enormous concentrated attention. We will proudly deliver on our
extraordinarily ambitious target of 40% generation of electricity from renewables by 2020. As
I said in my reply, I am in negotiations with the British Energy Secretary with a view to
concluding a memorandum of understanding on an international framework to permit trade in
renewable energy from this country to the neighbouring island. That holds out the prospect of
significant employment. We have a relatively small market in Ireland, amounting to some 7,000
MW on an all-island basis. We may well have the capacity to generate much more provided
we have an export outlet. There is no point, however, in generating electricity which we cannot
use because storage is a problem. It is a very exciting area and some of the proposals announced
in recent weeks by large-scale players in the industry are very interesting. However, they cannot
proceed until an intergovernmental framework is in place, which I hope will be the case by the
end of the year.

Deputy Clare Daly: The 40% target was agreed upon when the Labour Party was in oppo-
sition. Unfortunately, the figures show there has been some slippage since then. The point is
that we have a hugely undervalued potential resource. As the Minister observed, wave energy
is hugely expensive. Although its development is essentially in its infancy, it is progressing well
and there is no reason that we cannot be world leaders in this area. Why should a semi-State
company not spearhead that development rather than leaving it to the private concerns lining
up on the wings to benefit out of it, as they will do in the case of the Corrib gas field? This is
a resource for the people and something which can stimulate job creation. That is what the
Minister’s party argued for in opposition — I have read the document — and I would have
assumed its policy in government would correspond. Will the Minister respond to my question
on the cost-benefit analysis?

Deputy Mick Wallace: The National Competitiveness Council report to which Deputy Clare
Daly referred indicates that Ireland is among the countries in Europe most dependent on oil
as a source of energy consumption. The latest figures show that in the first quarter of this year,
exports increased by some 2.5% while imports rose by 5%. The price of oil, over which we
have no control, is a huge factor in that. Does the Government see any potential to address
this problem by way of investment in renewable energies? There is a serious difficulty in that
oil prices are something over which we have no control.
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Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I commend Deputy Clare Daly on her reading matter. I recommend,
however, that at least for the month of August she might apply a more eclectic test to her
reading by moving beyond Labour Party policy documents.

Deputy Clare Daly: I can guarantee the Minister that I will.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I am delighted to hear it. I do not know why the Deputy is complaining
about what we are doing in the area of wave energy technology, given that she acknowledges
it is in its infancy and is only at the research stage. I do not see how I am supposed to pull a
switch and work wonders until such time as the technology is proven. In the interim, we are
supporting research in this area by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland’s ocean energy
development unit. In these times of extraordinary constraint of resources we are managing to
keep it going. I recently approved funding, for example, for new facilities at the Beaufort
research laboratory in Ringaskiddy, which will support the wave research testing that is going
on there.

The potential for the development of an export capacity in this area is very exciting.
However, Deputy Daly will have to explain from where, if it is to be done exclusively through
the State companies, the huge investment that is required will come. People tend to think of
wind energy as nice and fluffy and green and to observe that there is plenty of it about the
place. However, there are economic issues at play here and the investment undertaken by the
large-scale industry players is enormous. We do not have those levels of resources to work
with. This is not to say that I do not foresee a role for some of the State companies as these
projects develop. We have thousands of acres of cut-away bog and 7% of our land is under
afforestation. In the ESB we have one of the most successful indigenous energy companies
anywhere in the world, comparing scale with scale. I would be very partial to that body playing
whatever partnership role it can in this process and getting a share of the action. However, the
notion that we can source billions in order to fund developments in this area is not realistic.
Although I wish it were possible, it simply is not.

Deputy Clare Daly: I asked the Minister whether a cost-benefit analysis has been undertaken
in respect of obtaining loans from the European Investment Bank in order to carry out this
work.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Yes, it has. It is only possible to obtain EIB loans for projects which
the bank approves and where matching or better State financing is being put up. We are
not remotely in that space. We should bear in mind that there is no template here and no
intergovernmental agreement in place. If something emerges from our negotiations with
Britain, it will be the first such agreement as between any two trading states. If we can, as I
am confident we will, develop an export capacity in this area, it will be one of the most exciting
developments in the industrial sector in decades. The notion that we can exploit a plentiful
indigenous resource and that a neighbouring island has a matching need in order to meet its
renewable targets and energy requirement, which would suggest a win-win situation, is a very
exciting prospect. We are proceeding with all haste in this matter.

Deputy Mick Wallace is correct in his observation regarding our dependence on oil and our
enormous import bill of some €6 billion per annum. What we are discussing here will certainly
facilitate our efforts to reduce that dependency, ensure greater reliability of renewables and,
in the process, provide cheaper power to consumers and businesses. The Corrib gas field, about
which Deputy Bernard Durkan expressed concern some moments ago, will supply 60% of our
need at peak, but it will not, unless we are successful off Dalkey, obviate the necessity to
continue importing oil. One never knows what might happen and there would be a considerable
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welcome in the area for a major oil field. In the absence of such a discovery, we must import
oil. Our objective is to reduce that dependence and enhance the reliability of renewables.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan has indicated. We have already
gone over time, but I like to give an opportunity to Members who turn up for the debate. He
may ask a brief question.

Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan: The Minister is probably aware of the Bill brought forward
by his party colleague and my constituency colleague, Senator John Kelly, to increase the
requirement regarding distances between onshore wind turbines and residential properties.
Does he consider this proposal a runner and might it have any impact on efforts to reduce
oil dependency?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Yes. One can only obtain EIB loans for projects which the bank
approves and if the State is putting up matching or better finance. We are not even remotely
in that space. We should bear in mind that there is no trmp It has obviously come from
complaints from people in my general area who are unhappy with the current guidelines for
building wind turbines beside people’s houses. What does the Minister think of what he pro-
poses, or is he aware of what he proposes?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I am very aware of it. As recently as yesterday, the Minister of State,
Deputy O’Sullivan, and I met Senator Kelly and some of his colleagues about his Bill. His Bill
has certainly attracted a great deal of support, which I acknowledge. He raised an issue which
is a matter of concern for some residents. The Minister of State, Deputy O’Sullivan, and her
officials are engaged in further discussions with him in the matter of the appropriateness of the
guidelines to which the Deputy referred.

My view is that this issue is better dealt with through more flexible guidelines than through
rigid primary legislation. We had some discussion for over an hour and a quarter yesterday
about the kind of things such guidelines would have to encompass. A turbine 500 m from one’s
house, which happens to be behind a mountain, is not exactly intruding on one’s house but if
it is twirling over one’s roof, one has a different view. Many issues have to be taken into
account and the Minister of State, Deputy O’Sullivan, who has responsibility for planning in
this area, is dealing directly with Senator Kelly.

Radio Spectrum

10. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he intends issuing an instruction to ComReg, as he is empowered to do under the
acts to lay down the minimum coverage requirements for any new mobile licences; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [35823/12]

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The management of the radio spectrum is a statutory function of the
Commission for Communications Regulation, ComReg, under the Communications Regulation
Act 2002, as amended. ComReg is independent in the exercise of this spectrum management
function. In accordance with its statutory functions, ComReg has consulted extensively on its
proposals for the release of spectrum rights of use in the 800 MHz, 900 MHz and 1800 MHz
frequency bands and the auction has now commenced.

I am advised that ComReg received a considerable number of responses to this consultation
process. These were considered prior to finalising the proposal for the award of a number of
individual rights of use in the 800 MHz, 900 MHz and 1800 MHz radio spectrum bands. The
documents are ComReg Document 12/25 and Decision 04/12 published on 16 March 2012.
ComReg’s information memorandum for this award process, which is now in the auction appli-
cation phase, details the processes and procedures ComReg is employing to implement its
substantive decisions.
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The reasons, analysis and other material relied upon by ComReg in support of its decisions
on the minimum coverage and roll-out requirements are set out in section 5.5 of Document
12/25. Among other things, ComReg considered that actual coverage levels are expected to
exceed the 70% population obligation by a considerable margin given the competitive nature
of the market and the limited risk of roll-back of coverage from the existing levels. It should
be noted that the four existing mobile operators have achieved coverage levels exceeding those
set out in their current respective licences. For example, for 3G services, Vodafone’s coverage
covers 90% of the population, 5% more than its obligation. Hutchison 3G, better known as 3,
covers 96% of the population, 11% more than its obligation. O2 also covers 90.5% of the
population, which is more than its obligation.

Additional Information not given on the floor of the House.

ComReg also notes that coverage continues to be an important competitive differentiator in
the mobile telecommunications market. Any deterioration in coverage by any one network
would undermine that network’s attractiveness to its existing and potential customers. The
importance of maintaining the existing levels of mobile telephony and mobile broadband cover-
age has been raised with ComReg by my officials. While the outcome of the forthcoming multi-
band spectrum release process cannot be anticipated, I understand that ComReg is not
expecting any reduction in coverage as a result of the process. In all of the circumstances, I do
not believe that a policy direction concerning this matter would be appropriate at this time.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I acknowledge what was in the Minister’s reply in regard to the
extent of the coverage. To what extent has monitoring been done on the quality of coverage
in the areas covered? In some cases, there are dropped and missed calls, a lack of service and
the signal is below 50%. As a consequence, the consumer may not be getting good value for
money. Has any work by done by the regulator, or has the regulator pursued that particular
angle?

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Yes, there has. As Deputy Durkan suggested, it is of varying quality.
There are still pockets where calls are dropped and so on, as he suggested. However, immensely
valuable quality spectrum is being released for the first time which will greatly enhance broad-
band and mobile services and it will make a considerable contribution to improving connectivity
generally. Obviously, there are areas of the country, whether for reasons of topography, dis-
tance from masts or whatever, where one still relies on a pretty basic service. I hope to address
that in a different area arising from the task force on next generation broadband which I
chaired with the Minister of State, Deputy O’Dowd, and which comprised the chief executives
of the leading telecommunications companies. I hope that the national broadband plan, which
we will publish as a result, will give Deputy Durkan some comfort in this area. What we are
talking about is not unique to Ireland, these difficulties obtain in most countries in the more
difficult rural areas in particular, although not only in rural areas. What is coming down the
track will be a considerable improvement.

Written Answers follow Adjournment.

The Dáil adjourned at 6 p.m. until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 18 September 2012.
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Written Answers

————————

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

————————

Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

Broadband Services

11. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of additional resources that will be made available to fund the recom-
mendations of the next generation broadband taskforce when it reports; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [35798/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): There
is a commitment in the Programme for Government to co-invest with the private sector and
commercial Semi State sector to provide Next Generation Broadband customer access and
associated fast speeds to every home and business in the State.

The Next Generation Broadband Taskforce (NGBT) report, which I launched on the second
of May last, will have an important role to play in this regard.

The report proposes 51 measures which could enable broadband infrastructure providers to
accelerate and maximise commercial investment in new next generation broadband infrastruc-
ture. The report also seeks to assist Government to identify regional gaps which may arise
where the business case is insufficient to justify commercial investment.

In launching the NGBT report I also commenced a public consultation to allow all other
interested parties to comment on the document and to offer any additional or alternative
proposals. The public consultation closed in early June and more than 50 responses were
received. My Department has been considering the responses received and related matters.

Building on the work of the Taskforce and the responses received, it is my intention to bring
proposals for a National Broadband Plan to Government shortly with a view to agreeing a
comprehensive set of policy actions to underpin the provision of high speed services on a
national basis which will take due account of the NGBT report and the additional responses
received.

The resources required to achieve the Government target cannot be quantified accurately at
this time. The amount of funding required will depend on a number of high level factors,
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including the actual build rate of broadband infrastructure on a commercial basis and the level
of funding the commercial sector will contribute to any market intervention to ensure high
speed broadband is available in areas the market will not serve on a commercial basis.

Renewable Energy

12. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the outcomes of the electric vehicle grant scheme that was introduced in
2009; if the target of achieving 6,000 passenger vehicles in operation by 2012 will be achieved;
the percentage of the national car fleet that is powered by electricity; the amount the scheme
has cost since its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35518/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
EU Renewable Energy Directive requires Member states to meet a target of 10% of renewable
energy in transport by 2020. The Government intends to meet the obligation through progres-
sively increasing biofuel penetration and an ambition that 10% of all vehicles will be powered
by electricity by 2020.

Though very challenging, I believe that this target can be achieved. Uptake over the next
decade will be dependent on a range of factors including economic recovery, the price and
range of electric vehicles progressively brought to market by manufacturers, the price of diesel
and petroleum and overall consumer confidence. In addition, take-up in the technology will
critically depend on global development in electric vehicle technology. The pace of that
development was demonstrably evident at the E-Motion Conference hosted by ESB and which
I launched last week. The level of international participation and interest was very high and a
clear sign of the world wide trend.

Electric vehicles are still at the early stages of development. Government alone cannot ensure
the development of the sector. It requires a coalition of partners and stakeholders from
Government, energy, automotive, ICT industry and academia.

As part of encouraging market development I launched the electric vehicle grant scheme in
2011. The scheme is designed to incentivise and support, through grants of up to €5,000, the
early deployment of electric and other low emission vehicles. The aim is to develop critical
mass of such vehicles early on and build a stable market.

Electric vehicles in Ireland also benefit from relief from vehicle registration tax, accelerated
capital allowances and the lowest road tax rate.

The grant scheme has a funding allocation of €1.5 million this year. To date, 97 grants
totalling €456,000 have been made by Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) under
the scheme. This take up is broadly in line with experience in other EU Member States
operating similar incentives.

SEAI expects that the take up will increase as car manufacturers steadily expand the range
of electric vehicles available to the market, as prices come down and as confidence increases
in the availability of infrastructure. There are approximately 300 electric vehicles in the country
at this point.

Ireland’s ambition to be an early mover in the electrification of transport has been endorsed
by the International Energy Agency in its Review of Ireland’s Energy Policy published on
11 July.

Energy Resources

13. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
974



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Resources when the independent assessment of the efficiency of the electricity and gas sectors
here will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35814/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
International Energy Agency’s (IEA) Review of Ireland’s Energy Policy was launched and
published on the 11th July 2012. The IEA reviews the energy policy of every member country
every five years and last reviewed Ireland in 2007. The 2012 Review is a comprehensive analysis
and critique of Ireland’s energy policy directions. The Review incorporates the independent
assessment of the electricity and gas sectors which was required under the EU-IMF-ECB mem-
orandum of understanding in the programme of financial support for Ireland.

In the context of the progress already made to enhance the gas and electricity markets, it is
helpful to have the IEA’s general endorsement of work to date including market reform, price
deregulation and competition. The Review underlines the need to enhance the powers of the
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) as necessary and also advocates that the competitive
landscape be kept under review. The Review reinforces the need to implement the third energy
package and highlights the challenges for the island of Ireland associated with the integration
of regional energy markets. The Review calls for cost-effective and efficient expenditure on
Ireland’s energy networks and other major energy infrastructure underpinned by comprehen-
sive consultation.

In that context, I can advise the House that the Government has agreed a Policy Statement
on the Strategic and Economic importance of Transmission and other Energy Infrastructure.
The Statement is being disseminated at national and local level to all Stakeholders.

The Government Statement reaffirms the imperative need for development and renewal of
our energy networks, in order to meet both economic and social policy goals. The planning
process provides the necessary framework for ensuring that all necessary standards are met
and that comprehensive statutory and non-statutory consultation is built into the process.

The Statement also acknowledges the need for social acceptance and the appropriateness of
exploring ways of building community gain considerations into project planning and budgeting.
Delivering long lasting benefits to communities is an important way of achieving public
acceptability for infrastructure.

The State network companies are mandated to plan their developments in a safe efficient
and economic manner. They are also required to address and mitigate human, environmental
and landscape impacts, in delivering the best possible engineering solutions.

The major investment underway in the high voltage electricity transmission system under
EirGrid’s Grid 25 Programme is the most important such investment in Ireland’s transmission
system for several generations.

While the Government does not seek to direct infrastructure developers to particular sites
or routes or technologies, the Government endorses, supports and promotes the strategic prog-
rammes of the strategic energy infrastructure providers, particularly EirGrid’s Grid 25 key
developments investment programme across the regions. It is Government policy and in the
national interest, not least in the current economic circumstances, that these investment prog-
rammes are delivered in the most cost efficient and timely way possible, on the basis of the
best available knowledge and informed engagement on the impacts and the costs of different
engineering solutions.

Renewable Energy

14. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the extent to which alternative and or indigenously generated electricity production
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has replaced fossil fuel energy imports in each of the past five years to date; the extent to which
the achievement of EU alternative energy targets are likely to be met; if the possibility of
exceeding such targets have been examined; if in the context of any review of EU targets he
can anticipate further positive development in this area; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [35715/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
2009 Renewable Energy Directive sets Ireland a legally binding target of ensuring that 16% of
all energy consumption is to be from renewable sources by 2020. This target has to be achieved
across the transport, heating and electricity sectors.

This target, like all targets assigned to other Member States is challenging and the Govern-
ment’s priority is to meet these 2020 targets in the most cost effective and economically sus-
tainable manner possible.

To achieve this overall 16% target, Ireland, as set out in its National Renewable Energy
Action Plan, intends to achieve 40% in the electricity sector, 10% in the transport sector and
12% in the heat sector, which together make up the requisite 16%.

According to the provisional figures from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI), at the end of 2011, 6.5% of all energy consumed in Ireland was from renewable
sources, up from 3.1% in 2005.

In terms of 2011, 17.6% of electricity consumed is provisionally estimated to be from renew-
able sources, with 40% required by 2020; 3.6% of transport energy was from renewables, with
10% required by 2020; and 5% of our heat energy was from renewables with 12% required
by 2020.

While good progress has been made, the challenges in achieving the significant increase
required in the next 8 years are not to be underestimated.

EirGrid’s latest data indicates that at the end of 2011, Ireland had about 1900MW of renew-
able generation on the grid. The latest modelling undertaken by SEAI indicates that, provided
we achieve our energy efficiency targets, capacity of around 4000MW of renewable generation
will be required on the system to deliver the 40% renewable electricity target by 2020.

Through its DS3 programme, EirGrid is working to deliver the necessary operational changes
to the grid to ensure that system security and stability are maintained while catering for signifi-
cantly increased amounts of intermittent renewable generation.

In addition to meet the challenging domestic renewable energy targets, Ireland is exploring
with the UK the possibility of renewable trade under the framework of the cooperation mech-
anisms provided for in the Renewable Energy Directive. This could lead to significant exports
of wind electricity to the UK in the future. I recently met Minister Hendry as part of a series
of bilateral meetings on developing a formal Memorandum of Understanding by the end of
the year.

SEAI has estimated that the increase in electricity generation from renewable sources has
displaced fossil fuel imports resulted in primary energy avoided by 6,613 Gigawatt hours in
2006 to 12,431 Gigawatt hours in 2011. SEAI has estimated that this has saved €968 million in
avoided fossil fuels imports over the past five years.

Postal Services

15. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his views on the possibility of making post offices more sustainable by allowing them
to provide the facility of motor tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35736/12]
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17. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans to meet with the Irish Postmasters Union; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [35514/12]

18. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his views on whether rural Ireland is being affected by the withdrawal of services in
rural villages in particular by the closing of rural post offices; his plans to prevent the further
decline of services for which he is responsible in rural Ireland. [35737/12]

19. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans to support the maintenance of the rural post office network; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [35515/12]

20. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his views on the proposals put forward in the Grant Thornton report commissioned
by the Irish Postmasters’ Union to make motor tax payable at post offices; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [35735/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 15 and 17 to 20, inclusive, together.

As the Deputies will appreciate An Post is a Commercial State body with its own Board
and Management.

Operational matters and the sustainability of the post office network are a matter for the
Management and Board of An Post. These are areas in which I have no statutory function.

Nonetheless, it is Government policy that An Post remains a strong and viable State com-
pany, providing high quality services on a nationwide basis. In this context, the Government
supports the maintenance of the maximum number of economically viable post offices.

As shareholder I do have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing commercial position of
the Company and I regularly liaise with the Company in this regard. The reality is that the
core mail business has suffered a major fall and this has impacted seriously on the Company’s
revenue flow. In response the Company is proactively seeking to keep costs down and diversify
its business.

An Post has many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the country. I have
impressed on the Company the need to further exploit its unique position in this regard and
have been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income streams and to win a wider range
of commercial contracts offering higher margins.

This strategy is bearing fruit with the enhanced arrangement with AIB and I fully support
the Company’s strategy in this regard and its recent heads of agreement with Aviva.

I recently met with the Irish Postmasters Union who presented me with a copy of the Grant
Thornton report, The future of the Post Office Network in Ireland, which focuses on growing
the business to make the network more sustainable. I have read and considered this report and
found it both positive and ambitious.

In the context of the public sector reform and service delivery agenda, I will continue to
engage with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and other Ministers
in relation to consideration, as appropriate, of the post office network for transactional
elements of the business of Government Departments and Agencies. I have stressed to my
Government colleagues that the network is ideally configured for over the counter transactions.

977



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Broadband Services

16. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the average broadband speeds available to residential and business customers in
towns of less than 10,000 persons and in the open countryside; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [35830/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Statis-
tics on broadband availability in Ireland, in the format requested by the Deputy, are not
available.

Statutory authority to require statistical information from individual service providers,
operating in the fully liberalised telecommunications market, is vested in the independent
market regulator, the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).

ComReg, publishes quarterly statistical reports which include information on market devel-
opments in contracted broadband speeds in an aggregated and anonymous form at the national
level. I have no statutory basis to request the more detailed statistical returns submitted by
individual service providers which could include commercially sensitive information. My
Department can only access the information published by ComReg.

The ComReg published quarterly statistical reports, can be accessed on its website
www.comreg.ie.

I can however advise the Deputy of the position as advised by industry in the Report of the
Next Generation Broadband Taskforce Report. That report states that 35% of the population
(600,000 households) already have access to speeds of 100Mbps via cable. From 2015 over 50%
of the population (900,000 households) will have access to speeds of 70Mpbs and above, with
41% having access to speeds of 100Mpbs via cable. Fixed wireless services of 30Mbps are
currently available to 500,000 homes, including approximately 80,000 outside of the cable foot-
print. In the areas not served by cable, consumers generally have access to headline speeds of
between 3Mpbs and 24Mbps (depending on the area) through fixed line, mobile and satellite
services, with fixed wireless providing higher speeds in some areas.

Larger commercial customers generally have access to the high speeds they require and the
Taskforce did not identify this as an area of particular concern. Affordable access to higher
speeds may however be problematic for smaller businesses and companies who wish to provide
eWorking facilities for employees.

The most recent report published by ComReg is for the quarter to the end March 2012. It
reports that the number of customers contracting for broadband service is continuing to
increase year on year, increasing from 1.64 million in Q1 2011 to more than 1.66 million.

It also reports that customers are moving from lower to higher broadband speeds. The pro-
portion of customers contracted at speeds of 2 Mbps or less has fallen to less than 6% from
14% in Q1 2010; the proportion of customers contracted in a range between 2 Mbps and 10
Mbps was 75% at end Q1 2012 and the proportion of customers contracted at speed exceeding
10 Mbps increased from 7% in Q1 2010 to 19% at the end of Q1 2012. In addition to its
published statistical reports, ComReg also operates a customer Information service, accessible
at www.callcosts.ie, which allows users to identify marketed broadband services by county and
also allows users to compare the costs of home phone, broadband, mobile and combined pack-
ages. However, this facility identifies marketed broadband speeds at the county level only and
would not facilitate the collection of data in the form requested.

Questions Nos. 17 to 20, inclusive, answered with Question No. 15.
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Energy Prices

21. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources his views on the practice of energy switching or collective community energy
bargaining as occurs in Belgium and potentially in Scotland to address the issue of fuel poverty;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35519/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Collec-
tive energy bargaining is an innovative practice being looked at by a number of Governments
and communities within Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Netherlands amongst others. The
premise is that the community or group can purchase fuel at a more competitive rate than that
available to individuals, thus reducing expenditure on fuel for participants.

The concept is particularly interesting in the context of the Affordable Energy Strategy and
the work of the Inter-Departmental Group on Affordable Energy (IDGAE). One of the
priority actions in the Strategy is to look at the role of energy suppliers and identify oppor-
tunities for relieving the fuel price burden on consumers. Three actions have been specifically
identified for further consideration including energy brokering, oil stamps and pay as you go
for oil. The IDGAE will keep developments in other jurisdictions under close review as the
work of the group develops.

Passport Applications

22. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
reason widows and widowers are required to provide a sworn affidavit to support their claims
of sole guardianship when applying for new passports for their children when this is not the
case for parents whose spouses are still alive. [36550/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Pass-
ports Act 2008 states that the Minister shall, before issuing a passport to a child, be satisfied
on reasonable grounds that each person who is a guardian of the child consents to the issue of
a passport to the child. Section 6 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964 provides that married
parents of a child are joint-guardians. Therefore if both are alive they are both required to give
consent for the issuance of a passport to a minor. In the case where a guardian of the child is
deceased it does not necessarily follow that the remaining guardian is now the sole guardian.
For instance a guardian can also, in a will or deed, appoint someone else to be a testamentary
guardian after he or she dies. For this reason the surviving parent must sign and complete an
affidavit stating that no other person is a guardian by operation of law, that a person has not
been appointed by any other way and that there are no other circumstances by which a guardian
has been appointed.

Northern Ireland Issues

23. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
his position in relation to the release of the Belfast Oral History project materials from Boston
College; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36871/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In March
2011 the British Government, acting on behalf of the Police Service of Northern Ireland,
initiated proceedings with the US Department of Justice under the Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty between the two countries for the release of archived interviews held in Boston College.
The archives are part of the Belfast Project, an oral history of Republican and Loyalist para-
militaries compiled by Mr. McIntyre and Mr. Moloney and deposited in the Burns Library at
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the College. Legal challenges were launched by Boston College, and separately by Mr.
MacIntyre and Mr. Moloney, to prevent the release of the material. In December 2011, these
challenges were dismissed by US District Court Judge William Young. Further legal efforts by
Mr. MacIntyre and Mr. Moloney were made but on 6 July, the US Federal Court of Appeal
turned down their appeal.

The court ruling means that the archived material must be handed over by Boston College
to the US authorities for onward transmission to their British counterparts. However Mr.
Moloney and Mr. McIntyre are considering a motion for a re-hearing of the case. They also
continue to keep their legal options open in the Belfast Courts.

A number of factors inform the Government’s views on this matter. The issue is subject to
a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty between the US and British governments. The issue also has
a bearing on how we deal with the past generally. We need to find sensitive ways of dealing
with the past that meet the needs of victims and the bereaved.

Clearly the case is a matter that the Courts in the United States have spoken on and may
do so again, as may the Courts in Northern Ireland. Officials of my Department will continue
to closely monitor any further developments.

Overseas Development Aid

24. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if Irish aid provide funding to Irish aid organisations which have supported programmes for
population planning in coutnries where they operate in; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [35958/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello):
The Government’s aid programme, managed by Irish Aid in the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade, is strongly focused on the fight against poverty and hunger and the achievement of
the Millennium Development Goals. The fifth of these Goals focuses on reducing maternal
mortality and achieving universal access to reproductive health, including ante-natal care and
family planning services. Ireland has a strong track record of support for the provision of family
planning services for women in developing countries, through our funding and policy work
with global initiatives and our engagement at country level through government health sectors.
Irish Aid also provides support for the complementary work of NGOs to increase access to
family planning services.

We believe that investing in health, including sexual and reproductive health, and in edu-
cation for women and girls is fundamental to managing the challenges posed by a rapidly
expanding world population. Reflecting this priority, in 2010 Ireland provided a total of some
€145 million in funding for the health and education sectors in our nine priority countries and
through global level partnerships. Since 2006, Ireland has provided almost €30 million in sup-
port of the UN Population Fund’s reproductive, maternal health and family planning prog-
rammes. Irish Aid provides funding for family planning services in a wide range of developing
countries, including, Bolivia, Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Lebanon,
Liberia, Lesotho, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan and Zimbabwe.

Ireland’s aid programme is strongly focused on sub-Saharan Africa, where the challenge of
population growth is acute. In Ethiopia, for instance, our support for the Health Extension
Programme has seen impressive growth in the uptake of contraception in rural areas. In both
Tanzania and Mozambique, Irish support for the health sector has contributed to better deliv-
ery of district level reproductive health care. In Lesotho, in partnership with the Clinton Health
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Access Initiative, we have contributed to improved access to family planning by women living
in very remote mountain villages.

Irish Aid will continue to support organisations that are focused on reducing maternal mor-
tality and promoting universal access to reproductive health, including ante-natal care and
family planning services.

North South Ministerial Council

25. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if
he will give further urgent consideration to the requests of Clones Town Council that the North
South Joint Secretariat arrange a meeting with the relevant Statutory Agencies both North and
South to deal with anti-social driving practices on the N54/A3 road and other policing issues
in that area adjacent to Clones; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36100/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Deputy
will recall that on 28 May 2012 I replied to a letter from him in regard to this matter. Following
consultation with the relevant Departments and agencies, the Joint Secretariat of the North
South Ministerial Council (NSMC) wrote to Clones Town Council in November 2011 to explain
that it was not in a position to arrange a meeting as requested. The reason for this was that
the Departments and agencies concerned — many of which were already aware of the issue —
felt that they could not assist further in the matter which is essentially a policing issue.

The NSMC Joint Secretariat forwarded the correspondence to the relevant authorities in
both jurisdictions, informed Clones Town Council of this, and advised Clones Town Council
to continue to liaise with the police services in relation to its concerns.

EU Presidency

26. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
his priorities for the remainder of Irelands presidency of the OSCE; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36228/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The focus
for the remainder of our OSCE Chairmanship will be on the preparations for the Dublin
Ministerial Council, to take place from 6-7 December. We are taking forward the priorities
which I have previously outlined to this House, ensuring balance and coherence across all three
dimensions of the OSCE’s work. Our aim for the Dublin Ministerial Council is to achieve
concrete results, through a small and balanced package of decisions and declarations for adop-
tion at the Council. We will be reflecting in the coming months on which areas may be appro-
priate for consideration by the Ministerial Council and we will be negotiating with partners in
the run-up to the Council. As Chair-in-Office, we are continuing efforts to make progress
towards lasting settlements of a number of conflicts in the OSCE area. Among these is the
conflict in Moldova regarding the territory of Transdniestria; the conflict in Georgia regarding
the territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia; and the conflict which is the subject of the Minsk
process. I am assisted in this task by Erwan Fouéré, who is my Special Representative for the
Transdniestrian settlement process, and by Pádraig Murphy, my Special Representative for the
Southern Caucasus. They are cooperating with international actors on the ground as well as
maintaining close contact with the parties.

I am pleased that progress has recently been achieved in the so-called ‘5+2’ Talks, chaired
by Ireland, on the Transdniestria settlement process and as part of our support for this process,
Moldovan and Transdniestrian negotiators visited Dublin and Belfast in May on a study visit
to learn more about the Northern Ireland peace process. We remain committed to providing
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detailed briefings on aspects of the Northern Ireland peace process, should this be helpful to
those engaged in conflict resolution efforts in the OSCE area. In mid-June it was my privilege
to visit all three countries in the South Caucasus region. I had useful discussions in each of the
three and was able, in talks with political leaders, to get a first hand impression of the situation
in the region. I urged all concerned to engage constructively in discussions aimed at finding
solutions to these conflicts.

The Irish Chairmanship is actively taking forward Mongolia’s application to become an
OSCE participating State and we have been active in work, at diplomatic level, on issues related
to the legal status of the OSCE. As the fortieth anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act beckons
in 2015, we launched the ‘Helsinki + 40 concept’, in consultation with the OSCE Troika and
the future Swiss and Serbian Chairmanships. This offers an important opportunity to adopt a
more forward-looking and strategic approach for the OSCE, moving towards realisation of the
common vision agreed at the Astana Summit in 2010, that is to say, a comprehensive,
cooperative and indivisible security community throughout the OSCE area.

I will, of course, keep this House informed on developments relating to our OSCE
Chairmanship.

Humanitarian Aid

27. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the position on the provision of humanitarian aid to Syria; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36419/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello):
The humanitarian situation in Syria has deteriorated rapidly in the past number of months.
Estimates of those affected by the violence range from 1.5 to 3 million, with the lack of precise
data indicative of the challenging situation on the ground for both humanitarian actors and the
media. In the year since the current crisis began in March 2011, more than 11,000 deaths have
been reported. Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, has registered and assisted more
than 110,000 refugees in neighbouring countries. With the situation worsening in many areas,
the refugee population has increased by 10,000 in the last two weeks alone. Moreover, pre-
existing vulnerabilities amongst the 100,000 Iraqi and 500,000 Palestinian refugees living in
Syria are being exacerbated as a result of the ongoing unrest. Food prices have tripled in some
areas raising the risk of malnutrition, undermining livelihoods and increasing tensions between
displaced and host communities.

Given the increasingly difficult situation on the ground, EU Member States, including Ireland
have been mobilising substantial funding to help aid agencies respond to the crisis. In this
regard, the Tánaiste approved €500,000 in emergency funding for the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC), the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) and the World Food Programme
(WFP). These funds are being used to provide both immediate relief within Syria and help to
those forced to flee to neighbouring countries.

We remain particularly worried by the ongoing restrictions on humanitarian access and have
therefore been insisting on the full implementation of Kofi Annan’s six-point peace plan.
Ireland continues to engage at an international level to help find a sustainable solution to the
crisis, especially to find ways to assist those Syrians most affected by the unrest. Towards this
end, we have participated at a high political level in the meetings of the ‘Friends of Syria’ ,
with the Tánaiste attending the conference in Tunis in February as well as the follow-up meet-
ing held earlier this month in Paris. Ireland has also been actively involved in both UN and
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EU discussions on humanitarian access and the needs on the ground, including in the context
of the meetings of the ‘Humanitarian Forum on Syria’ in Geneva.

Finally, we are also working closely with our humanitarian partners across the region in
order to identify other potential areas of support. We will continue to explore suitable options
which would help to meet the priority humanitarian needs of the Syrian population, both inside
the country and at its borders.

Overseas Development Aid

28. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his
plans to regulate the Corporate Governance of the Overseas Development Non Governmental
Organisation sector; if he has discussed the issue with Dochas on the issue; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36420/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello):
The Government’s aid programme, which is managed by Irish Aid in the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, channels a significant proportion of funding through development
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). This reflects the strong contribution which Irish
NGOs are making to the fight against world poverty and hunger, and the broad support which
they continue to receive from the Irish public.

Irish Aid places a strong emphasis on corporate governance and financial oversight in its
relationships with the development NGOs. Its grant approval process is strongly focused on the
achievement of key development results. The process encompasses an assessment of corporate
governance and financial oversight issues, including the level of oversight by the Board of
Directors of each organisation’s strategic direction, financial sustainability, risk management,
accountability and transparency. Corporate governance issues are monitored regularly and,
where necessary, performance benchmarks are put in place to improve standards and ensure
accountability and transparency.

The Charities Act 2009 governs the regulation and oversight of charities in Ireland. It pro-
vides for the establishment of a register of charities and the creation of a new Charities Regulat-
ory Authority to ensure greater accountability and increased transparency in the charity sector.

While a number of sections of the Act have been commenced, the Charities Regulatory
Authority has not yet been established. However, in relation to the development sector, Irish
Aid has provided funding to the association of Irish non-governmental development organis-
ations, Dóchas, to develop a Code of Corporate Governance, in partnership with the Corporate
Governance Association of Ireland.

This Code sets out best practice principles, drawing from established codes in other countries.
They include standards in relation to board responsibilities, leadership, accountability, integrity
and transparency. I attach great importance to work to improve standards of corporate govern-
ance and strengthen NGO accountability. Irish Aid is continuing to work with, and fund,
Dóchas to support ongoing work on enhancing professional standards for NGOs and to encour-
age and monitor compliance with the Code of Corporate Governance.

Northern Ireland Issues

29. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the discussions he has had in relation to the republican activists against drugs vigilante group
operating in Derry and the spill over of violence into the Republic; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36421/12]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The peace
process and the Good Friday Agreement have resulted in a transformation of society in
Northern Ireland, perhaps most visibly in the normalisation of daily life and the dramatic
decrease in terrorist-related incidents and violence. There remains, however, a threat from
paramilitary groups who continue to assert their determination to impose a return to conflict
on the people of Ireland. RAAD has claimed responsibility for the murder of one young man
in Buncrana earlier this year and for a grim series of shootings and mutilations of young people
in Derry. It is clear that these people enjoy no popular support within the community, as
evidenced by the unequivocal response by the people of Derry who have publically protested
against those who seek to impose their will on the community through violence.

Strong deep cooperation between the Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern
Ireland is doing much to counter such individuals and groups. The number of arrests in connec-
tion with paramilitary activity made in both jurisdictions continues to be significant. The Gardaí
and the PSNI will continue to cooperate very closely to combat such activity on both sides of
the border.

Justice and security matters are not among the six Areas of Co-Operation on which common
policies and approaches are discussed and agreed in the North South Ministerial Council. It is
however, a matter of close ongoing cooperation between the Government, the Northern
Ireland Assembly and the British authorities. The Joint Statement by the Taoiseach and Prime
Minister Cameron on British Irish relations in March this year underlined the determination
of both governments to support reconciliation and prosperity in Northern Ireland.

I regularly review progress in this area with Secretary of State Owen Patterson and did so
most recently yesterday.

Middle East Peace Process

30. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
his plans, if any, to exert pressure on Israel to remove its illegal settlements and end its military
occupation of Palestinian territories. [36486/12]

32. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he intends to intervene in the continued Israeli military occupation of Palestinian territor-
ies. [36518/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 30 and 32 together.

Ireland, along with our EU partners, have consistently asserted that the long term solution
to the Middle East conflict, and the only way to secure the needs and interests of Israelis,
Palestinians and others in the region is a solution based on two states, including a sovereign
Palestinian state, and thus the ending of the Israeli occupation. Successive Irish Governments
have also consistently stated that settlements are illegal under international law and are an
obstacle to peace. The relentless construction of settlements in the West Bank (including East
Jerusalem) is undermining the viability of a future Palestinian state. This is unambiguous EU
policy, and a message that Ireland and our EU partners relay to the Israeli authorities in every
meeting. The settlement project is incompatible with a comprehensive peace in the Middle
East, and with the end of the occupation.

Recognising that developments on the ground are threatening to make a two-state solution
impossible, the Foreign Affairs Council in May adopted Conclusions that restated, and in many
respects advanced, EU positions on issues such as the Palestinian depopulation of Area C and
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evictions and demolitions in East Jerusalem. The Conclusions set out the remedial action which
we wish to see, primarily from Israel. Clearly the Council will have to continue to press on
these issues.

The occupation will only come to an end as a result of a negotiated settlement between the
two sides. It is in the interests of Israel, Palestinians, and the wider region, that a political
compromise is found on the basis of a two-state solution. I would strongly encourage Israel to
recognise that the window of opportunity for the two-state solution is rapidly closing, and that
its own interests are best served by engaging meaningfully and genuinely in peace talks.

Passport Applications

31. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will outline the position regarding an application for a passport in respect of a
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36492/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Pass-
ports Act 2008 provides, among other things, that only Irish citizens are entitled to be issued
with Irish passports. Each application received by the Passport Service must, therefore, demon-
strate that person’s entitlement to Irish citizenship before a passport can issue. The Passport
Service received an application from the person in question in April, 2011. At that stage, it
could not be finalised until her entitlement to Irish citizenship was demonstrated.

As the applicant was born in Kilkenny on 26 December, 2010, her entitlement to Irish citizen-
ship is subject to section 6A of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended (the
Act). This provides that a person, born in the State on or after 1 January 2005, where neither
parent is an Irish or British citizen or otherwise entitled to reside in the State or Northern
Ireland without restriction at the time of that person’s birth, may claim citizenship by birth in
the State (and thereby establish eligibility for an Irish passport) only where a parent has been
lawfully resident in the State for three of the four years immediately preceding that person’s
birth.

In line with guidelines provided by Department of Justice and Equality, which is the Depart-
ment responsible for immigration and citizenship, the proofs of lawful residence, which are
accepted and considered by this Department for passport applications, are immigration stamps
in passports and/or the registration cards/books. These are issued to persons registering their
lawful presence in the State with the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB). In addition,
the Department will accept letters from GNIB that state the various permission details which
have been issued to a person. All of these are official documents/permits, which can be objec-
tively verified by the Passport Service, if required.

The initial evidence provided in the submitted application related to the mother’s residence
in the State. This included an immigration stamp and a registration card, both of which were
issued by GNIB. In addition to this, a letter from GNIB dated 11 April, 2011, stated the full
record of the mother’s lawfully registered presence in the State. This showed that she first
registered with GNIB on 15 February, 2008. The period from that date to 25 December, 2010
was reckonable for the purposes of the Act. However, it is less than the statutory requirement
of three years. The child’s entitlement to Irish citizenship was, therefore, not demonstrated and
as such her application for a passport could not be approved for passport issue. The child’s
parents were advised of this by the Passport Service on 25 May, 2011.

There has been further contact with the parents in the intervening period. Last February,
the child’s mother provided additional information, in particular, a letter from the Department

985



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Eamon Gilmore.]

of Justice, dated 3 December, 2007 which granted permission to her to remain in the State.
This letter is important and may be relevant to the child’s entitlement to Irish citizenship.
However, as it is outside the standard items of evidence of lawful residence in the State, as
advised by the Department of Justice and Equality, the Passport Service has been in contact
with that Department for direction on the acceptability of this letter as evidence of lawful
residence. Their clarification on this is pending. In the meantime, this application will remain
open.

In the meantime, the parents have the option of pursuing directly the matter of their
daughter’s entitlement to Irish citizenship with the Department of Justice and Equality. In the
event that they receive written confirmation that she is an Irish citizen under the Act, the
Passport Service will be in a position to issue a passport.

Question No. 32 answered with Question No. 30.

Departmental Agencies

33. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section
of his Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or
project in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings,
address, amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36540/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My Depart-
ment has not funded any organisation or scheme in County Meath in 2011 or to date in 2012.
There are no State agencies under the aegis of my Department.

Ministerial Advisers

34. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide a list of all Special Advisers appointed by him or his Ministers of State
since March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard
Scale; the Special Advisers names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned
Special Advisers since March 2011. [36605/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The follow-
ing are details of the Special Advisers appointed by me since I took up duty as Tánaiste and
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade on 9 March 2011 whose salaries exceed the first point
of the Principal Officer standard scale. The salaries attaching to the first two listed posts are
commensurate with the responsibilities the post holders carry in the Office of the Tánaiste.
The salary of the third officer includes a scale increment awarded on 10 March 2012 in line
with Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines relating to the appointment of
special advisers. No other pay increases have been sought or awarded since the original
appointments.

Name Position held Annual Salary

Mark Garrett Chief Adviser — Office of the Tánaiste €168,000

Colm O’Reardon Economic Adviser — Office of the Tánaiste €155,000

Jean O’Mahony Special Adviser — Tánaiste and Minister for €83,337
Foreign Affairs and Trade
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Departmental Agencies

35. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under his
aegis were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36621/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There are
no state agencies under the aegis of my Department.

36. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his
aegis were capped at €100,000. [36637/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There are
no state agencies under the aegis of my Department.

Departmental Expenditure

37. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited
to legal, consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name
and the amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36653/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Department
engages professional services in a number of areas where the required skills are not available
in-house and it is more cost-effective to source them externally. Details of payments in the
period in question are included in the tables below in respect of Vote 27 (International
Cooperation) and Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade).

Vote 27 International Cooperation

Description Amount Supplier

TRAVEL CONTRACT MANAGEMENT 25,880 CLUB TRAVEL LTD
FEE AND INSURANCE

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND 494 Misc Supplier
ADVERTISING (INC. PHOTOS)

TRAINER FEES 1,500 DTALK KIMMAGE MANOR

1,675 International Human Rights Network

TRANSLATION SERVICES 676 ANA BELA

665 PAULA NI SHLATARRA

148 SDL GLOBAL SOLUTIONS (IRELAND)
LIMITED

SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE (I.T.) 160,366 CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS

36,252 EQUINITI ICS LIMITED

CONSULTANCY COSTS — FEES 21,811 ACTRA ADVISERS LIMITED

1,500 AISLING SWAINE CONSULTANCY LTD

3,643 BERNARD MCLOUGHLIN

6,642 BERNARD WOOD + ASSOCIATES LTD

3,000 CAROLINE BURKE

15,706 CATHY GAYNOR

5,528 DR MARGARET FITZGERALD

4,815 EMMA WARWICK
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Description Amount Supplier

14,414 FITZPATRICK ASSOCIATES

4,015 GERALD CAWLEY

6,859 HUNTER MCGILL

107,726 INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION DEV

4,282 ITAD LTD

3,300 JIM KINSELLA

18,730 KEVIN FARRELL

53,660 MARCEL GROGAN

1,500 MARIE T FANNING

25,643 MARY BRADY

40,492 MARY CORBETT

20,328 MIKE WILLIAMS

124,690 MOKORO LTD

8,800 NOGUGU MAFU

15,730 NUI GALWAY

12,099 NUI Maynooth

7,650 PAT MCMULLIN

5,079 PHILIP REGAN

2,000 PIETERNELLA PIETERSE

1,650 PROF HELEN O’NEILL

7,500 RODNEY RICE

11,895 RONAN TIERNEY

8,621 SAMIA SAAD

8,621 STEFANIE MEREDITH

10,400 TONY TAAFFE

Vote 28 Foreign Affairs and Trade

Account Code Description Amount € Supplier Name

TRAVEL CONTRACT MANAGEMENT 19,723 Club Travel
FEE AND INSURANCE

LEGAL EXPENSES (excl. SETTLEMENT 2,804 GWEN MALONE STENOGRAPHY
COSTS) SERVICES

20,181 STATE CLAIMS AGENCY

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND 35,553 BRINDLEY ADVERTISING
ADVERTISING (INC. PHOTOS)

946 IRIS OIFIGIUIL

310 MAXWELL PHOTOGRAPHY

520 MONGEY COMMUNICATIONS

120 NATIONAL LIBRARY

916 RED DOG

545 TORANN NA DTONN

7,079 TRUVO

TRAINER FEES AND TRAINING 625 AVONDALE MEDIA SERVICES
MATERIALS AND EQUIP

4,100 BCT COMMUNICATIONS LTD

4,200 BEARING POINT
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Account Code Description Amount € Supplier Name

2,111 BRIDGE INTERPRETING

6,500 CENAD T

14,666 CENTRE FOR OSCE RESEARCH
CORE/IFSH

1,613 CIPFA FINANCE DEPARTMENT

1,900 CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS LTD

1,537 CORE INTERNATIONAL LTD.(IRL)

1,694 CW SYSTEMS INTEGRATION

990 EMERGENCY CARE PRODUCTS

6,360 HIGH PERFORMANCE

13,250 ICS SKILLS TRAINING AND
CERTIFICATION

3,000 INSTITUTEOFPUBLICADMINISTRATION

874 JACINTA KITT

2,075 KATE KAVANAGH

4,899 P L AND ASSOCIATES

9,608 PATRICK SUTTON T/A COMMUNICATE

2,400 PAUL LOFTUS AND ASSOCIATES INC

2,000 PEAK CONNEXXION LTD

900 PITMAN TRAINING CENTRE

3,314 PKA TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

4,250 ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

39,647 SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN
STUDIES

210 SECOND LANGUAGE TESTING
FOUNDATION INC

16,600 SURESKILLS

3,120 TETRA IRELAND COMMUNICATIONS
LTD

5,400 THE COMMUNICATIONS CLINIC

17,300 TIGER CONSULTING

200 TRISH MURPHY

13,090 WRIGHT CONSULTANCY

TRANSLATION SERVICES 276 CASTLEKNOCK HOTEL AND COUNTRY
CLUB

666 DCULS LTD

864 EUROPUS TEO

400 EUROTEXT TRANSLATIONS LTD

2,490 KL COMMUNICATIONS T

5,495 LIONBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL

30 MARIE THERESE SAFFRE

2,377 SEAN DE FREINE

200 SIOBHAN UI BHRAOIN

681 WORD PERFECT TRANSLATION
SERVICES LTD

3,684 THE SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION
COMPANY

135 ABRIS TRANSLATIONS

ICT OUTSOURCING 350 CLUB TRAVEL

1,264,099 B T IRELAND
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Account Code Description Amount € Supplier Name

5,048 BARTON ENGINEERING AND EXPORT
LTD

60,798 BEARING POINT

4,696 BLUEWAVE TECHNOLOGY

6,050 COMMERICAL WIRELESS LTD

81,137 CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS LTD

14,399 CORE INTERNATIONAL LTD.(IRL)

23,152 DELL COMPUTER

142,926 FUJITSU IRELAND

22,261 IAI INDUSTRIAL SYSTEMS B.V.

1,956 INTEGRITY SOLUTIONS LTD

323,947 ISAS (Formerly trading as RITS)

475,348 JK NETWORK ARCHITECTURE DESIGN
LTD

117,993 RITS

22,902 SABEO CONTRACTING SERVICES LTD

8,470 SURESKILLS

3,847 VERSION 1 SOFTWARE

10,459 WARD SOLUTIONS

171,701 ZERO DOWNTIME LTD

SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE (I.T.) 2,862 1E Ltd

2,293 A&O SYSTEMS AND SERVICES IRL

2,044 AMS LTD

3,042,139 BEARING POINT

454 BLUEWAVE TECHNOLOGY

2,344 BRYAN S RYAN

28,480 CENTRAL SOLUTIONS LTD

155,427 CORE FINANCIAL SYSTEMS LTD

105,249 CORE INTERNATIONAL LTD.(IRL)

54,298 DELL COMPUTER

100,278 Eircom Ltd

90,984 INTEGRITY SOLUTIONS LTD

26,687 MAXIMA MANAGED SERVICES
IRELAND

78,408 MICROSOFT

133,399 ORACLE EMEA LTD

1,324 QUEST SOFTWARE INTERNATIONAL
LTD

5,972 REPLIWEB INC

485,919 SAGEM IDENTIFICATION

37,911 SOFTWORKS COMPUTING Ltd

74,104 SYSTEM VIDEO

35,400 VERSION 1 SOFTWARE

52,362 WARD SOLUTIONS

83,953 WORLDREACH SOFTWARE
CORPORATION

ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER FEES 5,614 DELAP AND WALLER

PREMISES PROFESSIONAL FEES 5,651 DELAP AND WALLER

4,175 OLIVE SAFETY SERVICES
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Account Code Description Amount € Supplier Name

OTHER PROFESSIONAL FEES 2,886 B CONNECTED LTD

4,898 ISAS (Formerly T/A RITS)

15,959 RITS

3,850 TONY TAAFFE

3,985 RED DOG

Departmental Staff

38. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State
agencies under his aegis. [36669/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My Depart-
ment does not employ agency staff with the exception of a small number of locally recruited
clerical staff engaged by some Irish missions abroad through agencies, rather than directly.
There are no additional costs involved. There are no State agencies under the aegis of my
Department.

Public Private Partnerships

39. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private partnership
projects in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total
projected amount of PPP repayments by his Department for each project. [36685/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My Depart-
ment is not participating in any capital project on a public private partnership basis.

Departmental Contracts

40. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of
his Department outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over
the past 12 months. [36701/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My Depart-
ment is committed to providing high-level services to the public both at home and abroad.
These services include passports, consular assistance and a range of other citizenship and consu-
lar functions. My Department also provides non-consular services to Irish communities abroad
including the Certificate of Irish Heritage project which is outsourced. The Certificate of Irish
Heritage is operated by Fexco, one of Ireland’s largest indigenous outsourcing providers, under
licence from my Department. The service is funded solely by the fee paid by applicants and
the Department has no ongoing funding commitment.

Service Outsourced Expenditure July 2011-July 2012

Certificate of Irish Heritage €2,714

Departmental Expenditure

41. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
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Trade if he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget
2012 allocations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36717/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Excluding
the exceptional costs associated with Ireland’s Chairmanship-in-Office of the OSCE and prep-
arations for our Presidency of the EU, the resources available to my Department for staff and
other administrative costs are €3.175 million less than the corresponding allocation for 2011.
While not all spending is evenly spread over the year, I anticipate at this stage that administra-
tive outgoings will be in line with the annual budget provision.

Departmental Agencies

42. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each
agency to the Exchequer. [36733/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There are
no state agencies under the aegis of my Department.

Departmental Staff

43. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department
since March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36749/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): One official
who retired from my Department on 29 February 2012 has been temporarily re-engaged in
order to assist with the Department’s activities in the lead-up to and during Ireland’s Presidency
of the EU from January to June 2013. The contract of employment in this case provides for
attendance on a part-time basis from 1 May until 31 July 2012 and on a fulltime basis from 1
September 2012 until 30 June 2013 when it will be terminated. This officer was re-engaged on
a pension abatement basis which means in effect that he continues to receive his pension
and is paid a correspondingly reduced salary by the Department. This temporary recruitment
arrangement is in line with a Government Decision of 16 December 2011 relating to Presidency
matters, including staffing arrangements. The policy of my Department regarding the re-hiring
of retired officials is to do so to the minimum extent possible. However, for certain once-off
or short-duration projects it is more productive and cost-effective to re-hire retired staff who
already have the relevant expertise and experience than to go through a time-consuming and
relatively expensive recruitment, induction and training process.

44. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department
since March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement
rules to not apply. [36765/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): No such
appointments were made by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in the period in
question.

Departmental Expenditure

45. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36781/12]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The telecom-
munications services allocation for my Department is €6.207 million for 2012.

Departmental Staff

46. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
number of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average
number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department
section in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his
Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular
form. [36844/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Details of
the sick leave recorded as taken by staff of my Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011 are set out
in the following table:

Year Total number of sick Number of which Number of which Average no. of sick
days were certified by a were uncertified days per employee

Doctor

2009 10,160.3 9042.3 1118 8.1

2010 9,533.1 8512.6 1020.5 7.8

2011 8,832 7,984 848 7.6

It would be extremely time-consuming to compile such information on a section by section
basis.

Trade Missions

47. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the number of trade missions and where he has embarked on since March 2011; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36868/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As the
Deputy will be aware, following the transfer of certain trade promotion functions to my Depart-
ment last year, Enterprise Ireland proposals for trade missions are submitted simultaneously
to both myself and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, reflecting the close
involvement of both our Departments in trade-related matters. The Export Trade Council,
which I chair, also considers the overall programme of trade missions in the context of our
priority markets. Trade missions are a valuable support to Irish business in developing markets
abroad and are particularly important in the context of the export-led growth which is crucial
to our economic recovery. As Chairman of the Export Trade Council I am working to ensure
that we maximise the promotional opportunities generated by all Ministerial travel abroad
whether on specific trade missions, such as those organised by Enterprise Ireland, or for other
purposes. For my own part, since becoming Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade, I have sought to promote our economic and trading objectives whenever possible
whether at targeted events organised by Enterprise Ireland or in the course of broader working
visits abroad. My colleagues Ministers Jan O’Sullivan and Joe Costello have done the same in
their role as Trade Ministers since March 2011.

In June of this year I travelled to London for Enterprise Ireland trade events, including a
Green Economy dinner and a business breakfast hosted in our Embassy. In March, I had
travelled to Canada for St. Patrick’s Day where my visit provided the opportunity to meet with
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political and business leaders and take part in a range of trade and investment promotion
events organised in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland and the IDA.

I visited Russia in November 2011 where I co-chaired a meeting of the Joint Economic
Commission with Russia and signed an agreement on a programme for trade and economic
cooperation between Ireland and Russia. I visited Japan and Korea in October 2011 and there
was a strong economic dimension to my working programmes there, including through my
participation in the Asia Pacific Ireland Business Forum in Seoul.

As the Deputy will be aware, I am undertaking a programme of travel related to Ireland’s
Chairmanship of the OSCE and, whenever possible, I have used these overseas visits to
enhance Ireland’s reputation and promote our economic interests. I also hope to visit China
later this year with a strong focus on economic and trading issues.

My colleague, the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Joe Costello TD, has led
Enterprise Ireland trade missions to Turkey and Russia in March and June of this year respec-
tively. He also intends to lead Enterprise Ireland’s trade missions to Brazil in October and to
South Africa in November and to also host an Enterprise Ireland trade event in Rome in the
autumn. Prior to Minister Costello’s appointment, his predecessor, Jan O’Sullivan TD, led a
trade mission to Saudi Arabia and Qatar in October 2011 and to South Africa in November
2011. All of these trade missions featured very close co-operation between my Department,
our Embassies and Enterprise Ireland.

Credit Review Office

48. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has plans to review the
effectiveness of the Credit Review Office; if he will provide details of any such review; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36170/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The independent Credit Review Office
(CRO) was set up under statute (SI 127 of 2010) and reviews decisions of the pillar banks to
refuse credit facilities as well as undertaking other activities to assist SMEs obtain credit. The
Action Plan for Jobs 2012 contains a commitment, to be completed this year, to “assess the
Credit Review Office to ensure SMEs are getting the support on bank lending they require.”
The SME Credit Consultation Committee, chaired by the Secretary General of my Department,
provides a forum where stakeholders can communicate and interact regarding difficulties in
relation to SME credit with a view to proactively solving them. The next meeting of the Com-
mittee is due to take place on 24 July and one of the items on the agenda is the terms of
reference for the assessment of the CRO. It is anticipated that when the terms of reference are
finalised, my Department will engage consultants to carry out the task and produce a report
which will be circulated to the Committee for discussion.

Tax Reliefs

49. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if approval given by Fáilte
Ireland to a company (details supplied) of Development and Marketing Plan under Section
495(6) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 for the purpose of applying for relief under the
scheme of relief for investment in corporate trades business expansion scheme can be converted
to approval under the employment and investment incentive scheme for tourism; and if not,
the options available to the company. [36432/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the company in question applied for outline approval to raise investments under
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the Business Expansion Scheme (BES) on 30 November 2006. As required, a certificate from
Fáilte Ireland, dated 23 November 2006, approving the company’s three year Development and
Marketing Plan was submitted with the application. A letter from the Revenue Commissioners
granting outline approval was issued on 14 December 2006. The company did not subsequently
make a claim under the BES.

If the company now intends to raise funding under the Employment and Investment Incen-
tive (EII), which has replaced the BES from 25 November 2011, it must submit a new certificate
from Fáilte Ireland approving the company’s current Development and Marketing Plan to the
Revenue Commissioners, together with an application under the EII. EII is a new incentive,
different from BES. Certification by Fáilte Ireland is the sole external certification requirement
retained in EII. The requirement under EII for a new certificate is appropriate more than five
years after the original certificate was issued by reference to a three-year marketing plan and
five-year financial projections, each of which now relates to past years.

Tax Code

50. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance if he intends continuing the land
leasing tax exemption as this improves land mobility and efficiency of land use. [36830/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Relief for certain income from long-term
leasing of agricultural land is currently provided for under section 664 of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997. The exemptions are available to all landowners over 40, or those who are
permanently incapacitated from carrying on farming, who lease agricultural land. Under the
current provisions there is an exemption from income tax in respect of:

• The first €12,000 of annual leasing income where the leasing is for a period of not less
than 5 years;

• The first €15,000 where the leasing is for a period of not less than 7 years, and

• The first €20,000 where the leasing is for 10 years or more.

The aim of the scheme is to provide the lessee with a greater degree of security thus encourag-
ing the proper maintenance and development of the land. Longer term leases enable those
who rent the land to make better long term investment and planning decisions. The measure
is intended to facilitate the more productive use of the land. As the Deputy states it assists in
improving land mobility and addressing the shortage of land available for young progressive
farmers. Like all tax or expenditure measures the land leasing exemption will fall to be con-
sidered in the context of the ongoing development of budgetary and economic policy. It should
be noted that, in common with other such schemes, any changes to the land leasing exemption
would be subject to EU State aid approval.

State Agencies

51. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding plans to
establish NewEra; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36895/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In September 2011 the Government
announced the establishment of the New Economy and Recovery Authority (NewERA) within
the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA). NewERA will centralise the manage-
ment of Government holdings in the commercial semi-state sector (initially the companies
within NewERA’s remit are ESB, EirGrid, Bord Gáis, Bord na Móna and Coillte) from a
shareholder perspective. This role, based on the Shareholder Executive model already estab-
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lished in a number of developed economies, will involve oversight of activities such as capital
expenditure plans, corporate strategy, acquisitions and disposals. NewERA is already working
closely with the relevant Government departments and companies in this regard. The Share-
holder Executive approach is designed to provide the Government with a portfolio view of
investment returns from the sector and with a means of assessing the likely impact of commer-
cial developments in the sector on long-term Government investment plans.

NewERA is also charged with assisting the development and implementation of Government
plans for investment in energy, water and next-generation telecommunications with the long-
term objective of employment creation and has commenced work with the relevant Govern-
ment departments in these areas. NewERA is an important element in the Government’s
strategy to promote economic growth and create jobs. Officials of my Department are liaising
with the National Treasury Management Agency in preparing proposals for legislation to put
NewERA on a statutory footing and I expect to bring forward those proposals as soon as
possible once that work is completed.

EU-IMF Agreement

52. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the rate of interest on Ireland’s
repayments to the EFSF; and the way this compares with the rate of interest being offered to
Spain. [35937/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The interest rates on the loans from the
EFSF drawn down to date are shown in the following table:

Lender Nominal Loan Date of Draw Maturity Date Term from Date Interest Rate
Amount Down of Drawdown

European €4.19 billion1 01-Feb-11 18-Jul-16 5.5 yrs 2.75%
Financial
Stability
Facility
(EFSF)

€3.00 billion 14-Nov-11 04-Feb-22 10.2yrs 3.60%

€1.27 billion 12-Jan-12 04-Feb-15 3.1yrs 1.73%

€0.48 billion2 19-Jul-12 19-Jul-41 29 yrs Pooled Floating
Interest rate3

€1.00 billion 15-Mar-12 23-Aug-12 0.4yrs 0.29%

€2.80 billion 03-Apr-12 03-Apr-37 25yrs Pooled Floating
Interest rate3

EFSF Total €12.74 billion 11.1yr weighted
average life

1. A prepaid margin of €0.53 billion was deducted from the loan of €4.19 billion drawdown on 1 February 2011
giving a net liability of €3.66 billion. This margin prepayment will be refunded to Ireland in 2016.
2. The loan of €0.48 billion was rolled today (19/07/12) and has a maturity date of 19-Jul-41. It has a pooled floating
interest rate.
3. Short Term EFSF Funding of €1.0 billion maturing in 2012 is due to be replaced by longer term funding at a
pooled floating interest rate which will be calculated under the EFSF’s diversified funding strategy. The EFSF
funding provided to Ireland under pooled issuance comes from a variety of fundings. The EFSF rate for June was
1.63%. The EFSF loan of €1.27bn maturing in 2015 is also subject to rollover at a floating rate.

A final decision on the process of Spain’s bank recapitalisation funding has yet to be taken.
However, as this funding is being provided in the first instance by the European Financial
Stability Facility (EFSF), the relevant pricing policies will apply. Spain, in common with other
countries in receipt of EFSF funding, will pay the rate determined by the EFSF’s cost of
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funding, which is defined in the EFSF Master Financial Assistance Facility Agreement as
follows:

“...the effective (after hedging) average cost of funding incurred by EFSF in funding such
Financial Assistance as determined by EFSF and allocated to the relevant Financial Assistance
pursuant to the Diversified Funding Strategy. The EFSF Cost of Funding shall be calculated
by EFSF by adding (i) EFSF’s (after hedging) average cost of funding the relevant Financial
Assistance, expressed as a rate per annum; for the avoidance of doubt, in the case of discount
Funding Instruments (e.g. zero-coupon notes), cost of funding shall be calculated with reference
to the nominal value of the relevant discount Funding Instrument, (ii) the annual Service Fee
(with effect from the first anniversary of the Disbursement Date of the relevant Financial
Assistance), (iii) the Commitment Fee (iv) any Guarantee Commission Fee accrued during the
relevant period and (v) any other financing costs, margin, negative carry, losses, hedging costs
or other costs, fees or expenses.”

Subject to the final decision on the price of Spain’s EFSF funding, there is no reason to believe
that the cost of EFSF funds for Spain will be any more favourable than that now available
for Ireland.

Personal Insolvency Bill

53. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if, further to Parliamentary
Question No. 114 of 5 July 2012 if it is the case that the Personal Insolvency Bill was discussed
with representatives of the banks in the period between it being approved by Cabinet and the
briefing of Members of the Oireachtas on 29 June ; the names of the representatives of the
banks present; the banks represented; the nature and length of the discussion; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [35945/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following the publication of the Personal
Insolvency Bill and the associated media briefing on 29 June, officials from the Department of
Justice and Equality (which has primary functional responsibility for policy on insolvency),
together with officials from my Department, provided a briefing session on the Bill to a number
organisations that have a significant interest in this policy area. Among the organisations that
attended this session, which was held prior to the briefing provided by officials to members of
the Oireachtas also on 29 June, was a representative of the Irish Banking Federation. As many
of the people that attended this briefing session were present in a representative capacity, it
would not be appropriate for me to name individuals. In addition, the Government’s Economic
Management Council met with the main banks on 26 June 2012 to brief them on the Govern-
ment’s mortgage arrears strategy and to discuss with them their approach to help resolve this
significant problem.

National Asset Management Agency

54. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the budgeted costs for the
National Assets Management Agency advisory board in 2012 and 2013; the broad headings of
expenditure under which these costs will be incurred; if there is support being provided to the
Board by his Department or other Government Departments which is not included in the
Board’s budget; and if he will provide the detail of any such support [35959/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My department has budgeted costs in the
region of €40,000 to cover the hotel, travel and subsistence costs of the advisory group for 2012
and the cost budget for 2013 has not yet been completed. As previously advised, the members
of the group operate on a pro bono basis. There is no other support provided or costs incurred
by my department to, or on behalf of, the group. I have agreed that the group will meet and
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report to me at least four times a year. I have met with the group on two occasions since it
was established. It is also open to the Chair to contact me as issues arise. I expect the advisory
group to play a valuable role and I can confirm that I am satisfied with the operation and
progress of the group to date.

55. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the qualifications and experience
of the National Assets Management Agency advisory board with respect to the Irish property
markets [35960/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I may remind the Deputy that the NAMA
Advisory Group has been set up to advise me in the following areas:

— The strategy of NAMA.

— The appointment of directors to NAMA.

— The remuneration of senior executives in NAMA.

— Any further advice I may seek of them.

The Advisory Group was established under a Direction Order issued by me under Section 14
of the NAMA Act. The group operates on an informal basis and reports directly to me. Each
of the members of the group have specific and significant private sector experience. The
responsibility for the running of NAMA lies with the NAMA Board, as laid out in the NAMA
Act 2009. There is no role for the Advisory Group in dealings with the stakeholders of NAMA
other than through discussions with me in my position as Minister.

56. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance in view of his recent statements
regarding ongoing negotiations of the State’s bank debt with the EU, the consideration that
has been given to seeking to limit the cost of any potential overall loss at the National Asset
Management Agency; and if he will confirm that the State’s exposure to NAMA forms part of
the ongoing negotiations [35961/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA has been tasked with maximising
its return on behalf of the Irish taxpayer. NAMA recently reaffirmed its expectation that the
Agency will recoup for the taxpayer the Senior Bonds in issue as well as recovery of its carrying
costs and the working and development capital advanced to debtors in the course of its busi-
ness. NAMA’s Annual Report for 2011, which will be published this month, will make extensive
information available on the Agency’s operations and will chart the substantial progress that
NAMA has made towards achieving its core financial objective. NAMA has also, as the Deputy
is aware, announced a significant programme of asset development and enhancement in Ireland
over the period to 2016 and the availability of €2 billion in vendor finance for prospective
purchasers of commercial properties controlled by its debtors and receivers. A number of other
initiatives are being progressed by the Agency. These activities provide strong evidence of the
measures being adopted by NAMA to ensure that it will meet its objectives under section 10
of the NAMA Act. NAMA’s position is not under discussion in the context of the State’s
current discussions on bank debt.

Bank Debt Restructuring

57. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the current quantum of non-
central bank interbank lending to Irish Life and Permanent; when it falls due for repayment;
and in relation to ILP’s Debt Securities in Issue, if he will advise the month or months when
the 2013 debt of €2,775 million falls due to repayment [35963/12]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As at 31 December 2011, and as outlined
in Note 22 to the 2011 annual report and accounts of Irish Life and Permanent, there was
€2.7 billion of lending from banks and institutions outstanding. This lending was by way of a
collateralised repurchase agreement secured on €5 billion of notes issued by SPVs which hold
residential mortgages. During 2013 there are a variety of debt securities which comprise the
€2,775 million stated in Note 24 to the 2011 annual report and accounts, the largest of which
are a €1.4 billion guaranteed maturity in January 2013 and a €1.2 billion guaranteed maturity
in April 2013. As stated in 33791/12 PTSB expects to meet maturity needs from the €1.3 billion
of liquidity received from the sale of Irish Life, deposit growth and the benefits of restructuring
the balance sheet.

58. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a schedule of
assets of portfolios of assets presently being offered for sale by Allied Irish Banks, Educational
Building Society, Irish Bank Resolution Corporation and Irish Life and Permanent, where the
book value of the asset or portfolio of assets is greater than €10,000,000; in relation to each
sale offering, if he will provide a summary of the sales and marketing activity being undertaken
so as to maximise the returns from the sales [35964/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As you will be aware as part of the Central
Bank’s Financial Measures Programme the three PLAR banks are required to deleverage
€70bn of assets by 31 December 2013. Of this they are required to actively dispose of €34bn
of assets. IBRC is subject to an EC Restructuring Plan which requires it to work out its balance
sheet over time, including where possible via disposal of loan books. To this end, Non-core
teams have been established by each of the banks to focus on managing sales processes. In
most instances the Banks have also employed expert professional sales advisors to assist in
ensuring that the sales process undertaken maximises sales proceeds. Deleveraging committees
are also in place at each bank. These are attended by executive and non-executive Directors,
with representatives from the Central Bank and the Department of Finance, who attend as
observers.

To date significant progress has been made. Total deleveraging achieved across government
supported banks was €46bn as at 31 December 2011. Deleveraging has been achieved within
planned assumed discounts. From a capital perspective, the loss incurred on the divestment of
these assets is broadly offset by a reduction in the level of risk weighted assets.

It is normal course of practice that sales processes are conducted under appropriate confiden-
tiality constraints, including for example non-disclosure agreements to protect price sensitive
information, the disclosure of which could prevent the banks from maximising proceeds on
sale. In this regard, it would not be advantageous to disclose the exact details of the remaining
non-core books that are targeted for disposal or details of the sales and marketing activities
given the dissipation in value that could occur. At certain points the banks will publish delever-
aging plan updates as part of their investor and stakeholder relations activities.

Tax Code

59. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding
correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35975/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I would like to apologise to the
Deputy for the delay in replying to previous correspondence requesting that consideration be
given to introducing some type of tax allowance to alleviate the cost for parents who are
sending children to study in Dublin. The Government acknowledges the continuing financial
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pressures on parents and students and is therefore continuing to make significant investment
in third level education.

In general, there are no tuition fees payable at undergraduate level apart from the student
contribution. There is also a system of means-tested maintenance supports for students of
limited incomes, with higher rates of support applying for those attending courses in colleges
which are more than 45 kilometers from their normal residence. Where tuition fees are payable
in respect of certain full-time and part-time undergraduate and postgraduate courses in
approved colleges, tax relief is available in respect of qualifying fees paid by an individual. The
current maximum amount of fees that can be tax relieved is €7,000 per course per academic
year, subject to certain conditions. The introduction of further tax reliefs along the lines sought
by the Deputy could not be justified given the current budgetary position.

Tax Yield

60. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Finance the VAT revenue realised, in the
past three years, from off-licence and off-sales; the VAT revenue realised from the public
house and on-trade sales; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36028/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Revenue does not keep statistics on quantities of alcohol sold and there is no
information available regarding on or off premises sales, as tax receipts are not distinguished
between alcohol subsequently sold in licensed pubs and sold in off-licences. Based on the yields
from the alcohol products tax, the available information on VAT raised on alcohol products
for the years 2008 to 2010 is as follows:

VAT Beer Spirits Wine Cider Total

Estimated € m € m € m € m € m

2008 535.7 258.7 183.5 110.8 1,088.70

2009 538.0 239.0 188.7 108.8 1,074.50

2010 488.7 220.2 201.2 100.3 1,010.50

Corresponding figures for 2011 are not yet available.

Please note that VAT receipts are estimated, as VAT returns do not require the yield from a
particular sector or sub-sector to be identified.

Tax Code

61. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered a levy on
the purchase of slabs of drink from off-sales outlets; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36031/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, a National
Substance Misuse Strategy was established in 2009. Its report in 2012 made recommendations
in relation to the development of policy to deal with a wide range of key issues relating to the
supply, pricing, availability and marketing of alcohol — including the question of a minimum
price for alcohol — along with measures for the policy areas of prevention strategies, treatment,
rehabilitation and substance dependency, research and information. Those issues are being
dealt with by the Minister of State at the Department of Health, Ms Roisin Shortall. The
Deputy may be aware that Ireland’s alcohol tax levels are already high in relation to other EU
Member States. At July 2012, we had the highest excise duty within the EU 27 for sparkling
wine, the third-highest for still wine and spirits and the fourth-highest for beer.

1000



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Bank Branch Closures

62. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he or the Central Bank of
Ireland has received proposals for branch closures from the covered institutions; if he will
provide a breakdown of the number of closures proposed for each covered institution; his views
on these proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36070/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have stated previously, the Deputy will
appreciate that it is an inevitable, but unfortunate, consequence of the necessary restructuring
of the banking system that job losses will arise [and branches will be closed]. Essentially the
banks will be smaller operations than previously. The Central Bank of Ireland cannot disclose
this type of confidential information under Section 33ak (1)(b)(i) of the Central Bank Act 2003.

As you know, operational decisions remain the responsibility of the boards and managements
of the institutions. Notwithstanding the fact that the State is a significant shareholder in the
covered institutions, I must ensure that the banks are run on a commercial, cost effective and
independent basis to ensure the value of the banks as an asset to the State, as per the Memor-
andum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, the ECB and the
IMF and the Relationship Frameworks which define the nature of the relationship between
the Minister for Finance and each bank. These Frameworks were published on 30 March 2012
and can be found at; http://banking.finance.gov.ie/presentations-and-latest-documents/.

However, the individual banks have supplied me with the following:

PTSB:

As part of the restructuring plan and in order to achieve viability PTSB will announce a
restructuring, including branch closures, shortly. The Department of Finance will review the
plans with PTSB in the immediate future. Furthermore, it would be inappropriate to comment
further in advance of staff consultation on the matter.

BOI:

The Minister has not received proposals for branch closures from Bank of Ireland.

AIB:

As part of a strategic plan to improve viability, AIB is currently in the process of repo-
sitioning its physical branch network. This will inevitably involve a reduction in the number of
branches across the country as the Bank targets cost savings. AIB is expected to form a closer
relationship with An Post, to compensate for the loss of customer access to branches. I am
informed that AIB is working to finalise its branch closure plans, with an announcement likely
in the near term.

IBRC:

IBRC has actively reduced the number of properties being used by the Bank for its day to
day operations. The Bank closed offices in Newcastle (UK) and Chicago (USA) in 2010, in
Banbury (UK), Düsseldorf, Edinburgh, Jersey, Leeds and Vienna in 2011 and Wigmore Street,
London and New York in 2012. The offices of the former Anglo Irish Bank and the former
INBS in the Isle of Man were also disposed of in 2011 as part of the Banks’ deposit transfers
which took place on 25 February 2011. In addition, IBRC also put the entire former INBS
branch network up for sale in October 2011. This portfolio, comprising a total of 49 branches
is in the process of being sold and good progress is being made. As IBRC is a Bank in work
out, the ongoing premises requirements of the organisation will continue to decrease over time.

Liquor Licences

63. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
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number of validly renewed alcohol licences in the off-trade and on-trade for each of the years
2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36071/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the number of licences, for the sale of alcohol for consumption both “on” and
“off” premises, for each of the calendar years 2009 through 2012 to date, are set out below.
For clarity please note the following:

• The numbers quoted relate to licences issued. There is no distinction made between
“renewed” licences or other categories of issued licence such as “new”, “revived”
“transferred”, etc.

• The licensing year runs from the 1st October to the 30th September. Therefore as the
figures quoted below relate to the calendar year, it is occasionally possible for an
individual licence to be reflected twice.

• Off licences are issued either singularly such as “Wine Retailer’s Off Licence” or in
combinations such as Spirits and/or beer, and/or wine. Off licences can also be issued
in combination with Wholesale Dealer licences. Therefore, the figures below reflect
the actual number of each category of licence issued and cannot be taken to reflect
either numbers of licensees or premises.

2009 2010 2011 2012 to date

Numbers Numbers Numbers Numbers
Issued Issued Issued Issued

CLASS A — LIQUOR LICENCES

RETAILERS

Retailers of Spirits:

1. Publicians viz.;-

Full 9,067 8,393 8,509 1,548

Six-Day 13 10 11 1

Early-Closing — — — —

Six-Day and Early-Closing 2 2 3 —

Additional Duty — number of Licences — — — —
issued

TOTAL PUBLICANS 9,082 8,405 8,523 1,549

2. Off-Licences 1,770 1,537 1,722 169

3. Special Restaurant Renewal 453 373 380 70

4. Restricted Licence Conversion — — — —

TOTAL SPIRIT RETAILERS 2,223 1,910 2,102 239

Retailers of Beer:

5. On Licence viz.:- Full — — — —

6. Off-Licences 1,779 1,541 1,732 179

TOTAL BEER RETAILERS 1,779 1,541 1,732 179
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2009 2010 2011 2012 to date

Retailers of Cider and Perry:

7. Off-Licences 15 14 9 —

TOTAL CIDER AND PERRY 15 14 9 —
RETAILERS

Retailers of Wine:

8. On-Licences viz.:- Full 2,287 1,906 1,773 452

9. Off-Licences 3,705 3,206 3,405 457

TOTAL WINE RETAILERS 5,992 5,112 5,178 909

Retailers of Sweets:

10. On-Licences — — — —

11. Off-Licences — — — —

TOTAL SWEETS RETAILERS — — — —

12. Passenger Vessels — Annual 36 25 23 6

13. Passenger Aircraft 492 372 385 21

14. Railway Restaurant Cars 52 50 51 —

15. Special Restaurant Fee 38 32 32 18

16. Pre 1960 Hotel Licence Conversion 2 1 — —

TOTAL 620 480 491 45

The Revenue Commissioners wish to advise that statistical annual data of this nature is avail-
able on their website www.revenue.ie and the link to specific data in relation to excise is at
http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/statistical/2010/index.html.

Financial Services Regulation

64. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the
Central Bank of Ireland investigations into possible mis-selling of payment protection insurance
by regulated entities; if he will confirm the scale of the problem; and when the investigation is
due to be completed. [36072/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank
that, arising from their latest inspection into the sale of Payment Protection Insurance, the
Bank has identified a number of concerns. The inspection was carried out in order to determine
compliance with the provisions of the 2006 Consumer Protection Code, now revised since 1
January 2012. As a result of the inspection, the Central Bank is requiring the seven firms
inspected to conduct a comprehensive review of all of their PPI sales from August 2007 to
date. The firms are requested to respond to the Central Bank by 17 August 2012. Copy of the
Press Release dated 2 July 2012 and a copy of the letter issued to the firms concerned are
available on the Central Bank’s website: www.centralbank.ie. As I have indicated in a replies
to recent Parliamentary Questions on this subject, the Financial Services Ombudsman has
advised me that, since 1 January 2007, his Office has received the following number of com-
plaints from consumers in relation to mortgage protection insurance policies:
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[Deputy Michael Noonan.]

Year Total number of complaints received

2007 91

2008 80

2009 129

2010 182

2011 200

2012 (to date) 88

As the Deputy is aware, the Ombudsman is independent in the carrying out of investigations
of complaints from consumers and in his determinations thereon. It would not be appropriate
for me to comment on any findings which he has or will issue in regard to this matter.

Tax Yield

65. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of money received
in 2012 from the levy imposed on private pension funds; and if he will provide a breakdown of
the way that revenue is to be spent in 2012. [36073/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The latest date by which payment of the
temporary levy on funded pension schemes and personal pension plans introduced in 2011 to
fund the Jobs Initiative must be made is 25 September each year. I am informed by the Revenue
Commissioners that the yield from the levy to date in 2012 is €6.5 million. As in 2011 I antici-
pate that the majority of payments will be made in the run-up to the payment date. The
Government introduced the temporary levy on funded pension schemes and personal pension
plans in order to fund the measures introduced in the Jobs Initiative. These included a new
second reduced VAT rate of 9% aimed primarily at the tourism sector, a halving of the
employers PRSI rate until 2013, as well as small amounts of additional current and capital
expenditure aimed primarily at ‘shovel-ready’ projects and increasing the number of available
educational, training and up-skilling places.

National Asset Management Agency

66. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
number of Court cases that the National Assets Management Agency has taken or plans to
take to secure reversal of asset transfers by NAMA debtors which the agency believes were
designed to put assets beyond the reach of the agency; if he will provide a breakdown of the
type of assets which been returned to the agency thus far including cash, property and so on;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36075/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA is currently pursu-
ing a number of cases in the Courts to effect the reversal of asset transfers by NAMA debtors
that appear to have been designed to put the assets beyond the reach of the Agency, including
in the following cases:

• High Court proceedings for the reversal of an asset transfer of shares

• High Court proceedings for reversal of a family home transfer

• High Court orders sought in aid of execution to reverse the transfer of a family home
and holiday home
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• English High Court proceedings for the reversal of a property disposal

• US proceedings to set aside various property transactions and full accounting of all
assets wrongfully transferred

NAMA advises that proceedings are being considered in a number of other cases. NAMA has
to date agreed with certain debtors that the transfer of assets to connected parties be reversed.
This has involved 31 debtors with assets worth €160 million. Additional detail on the break-
down of these assets will be provided in NAMA’s Annual Report, which will be published
before the end of the month.

67. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
number of enquiries and formal applications made to the National Assets Management Agency
by debtors and tenants for a rent reduction since the issuing by NAMA of the Guidance Note
on Upward Only Commercial Leases on 6 December 2011; the number of such applications
which ultimately resulted in NAMA approving a rent reduction; the number which were
refused by NAMA; and the number still under consideration by the agency. [36076/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that to the end of
May 2012 it had received 194 eligible applications from its debtors for rent abatement. 145
applications had been approved, four were refused and the remaining 45 applications were
under review. This included 80 which had been received since the issue of the aforementioned
guidance note, of which 32 were approved, three were refused and the remaining 45 are
under review.

Mortgage Arrears

68. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a progress
report on the implementation of the Keane report on mortgage arrears. [36077/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Last October the Government published
the Report of the Inter-Departmental Working Group on Mortgage Arrears (“Keane Report”)
and the implementation of its recommendations is now a significant part of the Government’s
overall efforts to tackle mortgage difficulty. As announced recently, a number of significant
milestones have now been achieved in the implementation of the report’s recommendations.
These are:

• The Minister for Justice, Equality and Defense has published the Personal Insolvency
Bill which is now before the Oireachtas;

• The Minister for Housing and Planning has formally launched the “mortgage to rent”
scheme on a nationwide basis;

• Finally, a specific website — keepingyourhome.ie — has been put in place by the
Citizens Information Board, which will very shortly be enhanced by a telephone help-
line, to provide information to mortgage holders.

The further development and roll out of these measures will considerably enhance the supports
available to distressed mortgage holders. It is the Government’s intention to continue to work
intensively on all these areas to further advance the various measures during the second half
of this year.
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Sovereign Debt

69. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn
to the amount of Irish sovereign debt purchased in the secondary markets that is held by the
European Central Bank; if Ireland has requested a write down of these bonds to cost paid by
the ECB; the estimated savings to Ireland if this was to occur; his views on whether any profits
the ECB makes from holding Irish sovereign bonds should be redirected to the Central Banks
of other Euro countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36082/12]

70. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the analysis within his Depart-
ment, the National Treasury Management Agency or Central Bank that has been carried out
on European Central Bank holdings of Irish sovereign bonds purchased under the securities
markets programme; the savings that would accrue to our national debt, if any, if Ireland was
to receive the same deal on these holdings as Greece received; the analysis that has been
carried by the NTMA, him or the Central Bank on the agreement between Greece and the
ECB when Greeces’ debt was restructured; the way it might apply to Ireland; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36083/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 69 and
70 together.

There has been speculation for some time now about the extent of the European Central
Bank’s (ECB) purchases of sovereign debt on the secondary markets. The Central Bank of
Ireland maintains the register of holders of Irish Government bonds. As I outlined to the
Deputy in response to a similar question back in February, I am informed by the Central Bank
that the ECB does not disclose its holdings of sovereign debt and therefore it is not possible
to supply the information requested by the Deputy. As regards the income the ECB earns
from securities purchased under the Securities Market Programme (SMP) the ECB distributes
profits from securities purchased under the SMP to National Central Banks in the form of an
interim distribution of profit. The Governing Council of the ECB may decide to retain all or
part of that income, in certain circumstances.

Of course, and as the Deputy will be aware, preliminary discussions which could have a
positive effect on the Irish debt situation are underway. This follows on from the end-June
euro area summit where it was agreed that the situation of the Irish financial sector would be
examined with the view of further improving the sustainability of the well-performing adjust-
ment Programme. This is a positive development for Ireland. However, it is important not to
prejudice the outcome of these negotiations by commenting on the likely contents of any agree-
ment at this time. I can assure the Deputy that we will seek to be ambitious in the negotiations
and will seek to agree the best deal possible for the Irish taxpayer.

Banking Sector Regulation

71. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the
reports completed by a company (details supplied) into certain corporate governance matters
at the former Irish Nationwide Building Society; if the reports have been referred to the Gardaí
and the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement; and the action being taken on foot
of the content of the reports. [36099/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised that confidential and
legally privileged reports in relation to Irish Nationwide Building Society (INBS) have been
provided to the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) as the relevant regulatory authority for a build-
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ing society. This information was relayed to the Gardaí. The Office of the Director of Corporate
Enforcement regulates and enforces the Companies Acts and therefore, given that the reports
relate to a building society which was not subject to the Companies Acts, the reports were not
furnished to the ODCE. I have also been advised that the CBI is continuing their ongoing
investigation into INBS and IBRC is cooperating fully with that investigation and has put
significant resources in place to do so.

National Treasury Management Agency

72. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
number of persons employed by the National Treasury Management Agency, showing the
details for National Asset Management Agency staff separately, who received bonus payments
in respect of 2011; the overall amount that was paid; the highest amount paid to any person;
and the average payment to the employees in question. [36103/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the National Treas-
ury Management Agency (NTMA) that the members of the NTMA senior management team
waived any consideration for performance-related pay in respect of 2011 (as they did previously
in respect of 2010). The NTMA made performance-related payments to five key staff in respect
of 2011. These payments in aggregate totalled €62,610. This compares with payments totalling
€1,981,760 to 258 staff members in respect of 2010.

Bank Guarantee Scheme

73. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will show separately for
each covered institution the amount of senior bonds, presenting figures separately for secured
and unsecured, repaid since the original bank guarantee of September 2008 to date in 2012;
the amount that remain unpaid at the present time; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36107/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The amount of senior bonds, secured and
unsecured, repaid since the original bank guarantee of September 2008 to date in 2012 and the
amount that remain unpaid at the present time are shown in the table below:

Maturities since 30 Sept 2008 (€bn) Outstanding Balance (€bn)

Secured Senior Unsecured Senior Secured Senior Unsecured Senior
Bonds Bonds Bonds Bonds

AIB 4.8 24.4 5.0 7.3

BOI* 6.1(a) 29.6 9.8(b) 6.7

IBRC(c) 1.4 28.3 — 1.4

PTSB 0.4 10.7 1.8 5.3

Note: Within the Total Outstanding Balance for Unsecured Senior Bonds €15.5bn was government guaranteed as of
13th July 2012.
*Figures are at 13 April 2012.
(a)This includes securitisation payment of €2.9bn.
(b) This includes securitisation outstanding of €3.7bn.
(c) This includes former INBS.

74. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of losses that have
been imposed to date on subordinated bondholders at the covered institutions since the intro-
duction of the original bank guarantee in September 2008; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36108/12]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In aggregate, the losses imposed to date on
subordinated bondholders at the covered institutions since the introduction of the original bank
guarantee in September 2008 is €13.9bn. The total gains from all Liability Management Exer-
cises (LMEs) if one includes debt for equity swaps etc. in the same period is €15.5bn. A
breakdown of the losses by institution was given in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 4103/12
on January 24th, 2012. There has been no change in the figure since that date.

Exchequer Deficit

75. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his estimate, based on all cur-
rently available information, including the projected deficits for 2013, 2014 and 2015 set out in
the recent Stability Programme Update and the maturity of Government bonds on the amount
of additional funds Ireland will need to raise beyond the funds currently available in the EU-
IMF programme of assistance in 2014 and 2015; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36109/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent Exchequer deficit estimates
for the years 2013-2015 were presented in the April 2012 Stability Programme Update. They
are also set out in the table below. The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA)
advises me that a list of outstanding Irish Government bonds can be accessed on its website.
Outstanding Irish Government bonds due to mature over the period 2013-2015, as well as the
dates on which those bonds are due to mature are set out in the table below. This data reflects
the position as at 30th June 2012.

€ billion Projected Exchequer Irish Government IMF/EU and Total Funding
Deficit Bond Maturities Bilateral Facilities Requirement

(maturity date)

2013 14.5 6.0 (18/04/2013) — 20.5

2014 10.4 8.2 (15/01/2014) — 18.6

2015 6.8 3.6 (18/02/2015) and 6.7 17.1
(18/08/2015)

As of end-June 2012, some €491
2 billion of the €671

2 billion in external funding available under
the EU/IMF Programme had been drawn down, leaving a further €18 billion to be drawn down
over the remainder of this year and next. At end-June 2012, the Exchequer also maintained
healthy Exchequer cash balances of €141

2 billion. These cash balances as well as the remaining
EU/IMF Programme funding are also available to finance the Exchequer over the remainder
of 2012.

Tax Code

76. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer of
each of a 5 cent, 10 cent and 20 cent reduction in tax excise and VAT included on consumer
liquid motor fuels. [36119/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that the annual cost to the exchequer of the changes mentioned in the question are estimated
as follows:

Reduction Petrol €m Diesel €m

5c 80 98
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Reduction Petrol €m Diesel €m

10c 162 197

20c (18.33c diesel) 327 365

It should be noted that maximum decrease permissable for diesel is 18.33 cent. Accordingly
the yield figure of €365m shown for diesel represents a decrease of 18.33 cent not 20 cent.

Tax Reliefs

77. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the estimated saving that would
accrue to the Exchequer in a full year if tax relief on charitable donations were restricted
to the standard rate instead of the marginal rate; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36124/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that the full year saving to the Exchequer from standard rating the income tax relief for
donations to charities and other approved bodies would be of the order of €20 million.

78. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings that
would accrue to the Exchequer if educational institutions or bodies including primary, second
level or third level, were no longer eligible for the scheme of tax relief for donations to eligible
charities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36127/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 848A of the Taxes Consolidation
Act 1997 provides for a scheme of tax relief for donations to eligible charities and other
approved bodies. The precise arrangements for allowing tax relief on donations varies
depending on whether the donor is a PAYE taxpayer, a person subject to self-assessment or a
company. For PAYE-only taxpayers, the relief is given on a “grossed-up” basis to the approved
body rather than by way of a separate claim to tax relief by the donor. The claim is therefore
made to the Revenue Commissioners by the approved body. In the case of a donation made
by an individual who pays tax on a self-assessment basis, the individual claims the relief and
there is no grossing up arrangement. In the case of a company, it will claim a deduction for the
donation as if it were a trading expense and there is no grossing up arrangement.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, because of the different arrangements,
as outlined above, for claiming the tax relief and the fact that the records maintained by them
do not readily differentiate between the different types of charities and approved bodies avail-
ing of the relief, the information requested by the deputy is not readily available and either
could not be identified or could not be identified without conducting an extensive investigation
of the Revenue Commissioners’ records.

79. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown,
by amount, of the registered eligible charitable institutions that claimed back tax relief on
donations in 2010 and 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36128/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 848A of the Taxes Consolidation
Act 1997 provides a scheme for tax relief on donations to eligible charities and other approved
bodies. The administration of the scheme is the responsibility of the Revenue Commissioners.
The precise arrangements for allowing tax relief on donations vary depending on whether the
donor is a PAYE taxpayer only, a chargeable person subject to self-assessment or a company.
For a PAYE only donor, the relief is given on a “grossed up” basis to the eligible charity or

1009



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Michael Noonan.]

approved body, as the case may be, rather than by way of a separate claim to tax relief by
the donor.

Revenue have advised me that for reasons of taxpayer confidentiality they are not in a
position to disclose the amounts claimed by individual charities or approved bodies under the
donations scheme. However, they have provided details of the total amounts refunded under
the scheme to charities and approved bodies during 2010 and 2011 and these are shown in the
following table:

Year Amount

2010 €30.2m

2011 €26.3m

80. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost from 2006 to
2011 of providing tax relief on charitable donations by PAYE workers; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36129/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 848A of the Taxes Consolidation
Act 1997 (TCA 1997) provides for a scheme for tax relief on donations to approved bodies.
The list of approved bodies for the purposes of section 848A, which includes eligible charities,
bodies approved for education in the arts and eligible primary, secondary and third level insti-
tutions, is included in Schedule 26A of TCA 1997. I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners who administer the scheme of tax relief that their records do not differentiate between
refunds to eligible charities and those to other bodies approved under Schedule 26A of the
TCA 1997. The following table sets out the figures for refunds of tax made by Revenue to
charities and other approved bodies in respect of donations by PAYE donors for the years
in question.

Year Ended 31st December as specified Estimated Cost of Tax Relief €m

31/12/2006 28.5

31/12/2007 25.3

31/12/2008 29.5

31/12/2009 31.6

31/12/2010 30.2

31/12/2011 26.3

Tax Collection

81. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the re-opening
of a business subject to historical debt owing to the Revenue Commissioners (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36138/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that by virtue of their obligation to observe taxpayer confidentiality they are not in a position
to provide information on this matter. The Commissioners have informed me that when
Deputies make representations or ask Parliamentary Questions on behalf of individual tax-
payers there must be, and generally there is, sufficient evidence to reasonably support Revenue
in a presumption of consent on the part of the taxpayer about whose affairs the representations
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or question is being raised. It cannot be presumed from the details supplied that the consent
of the taxpayer about whose affairs the question is being raised has been given. If the Deputy
was in a position to provide clarity in this regard, further enquiries can be made on his behalf.

National Pensions Reserve Fund

82. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding left in
the discretionary portfolio of the national pension reserve fund; if he will confirm his plans for
this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36158/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the National Treasury
Management Agency, as Manager of the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF), that the
total value of the Fund at 31 March 2012 was €15.1 billion and that the value of the Discretion-
ary Portfolio was €5.8 billion. In announcing the Strategic Investment Fund (SIF) initiative in
September 2011, the Government indicated a refocusing of the investments of the National
Pensions Reserve Fund from global towards Ireland. Commercial investment will be channeled
from the NPRF towards productive investment in sectors of strategic importance to the Irish
economy.

A key principle of the Strategic Investment Fund is that the NPRF investment, which is to
be solely on a commercial basis, will seek matching investment from third-party investors. In
this way the Fund’s assets can be used as a catalyst to attract additional capital for investment
in the Irish economy. In addition, the Fund has been working closely with NewERA in respect
of investment opportunities relating to the commercial semi-state sector.

The NPRF Commission announced in November 2011 a commitment of €250 million to a
new Irish infrastructure investment fund which is seeking up to €1 billion from institutional
investors in Ireland and overseas and which will invest in infrastructure assets in Ireland, includ-
ing assets designated for disposal by the Government and commercial State enterprises and
also new infrastructure projects. The NPRF has also committed, subject to certain pre-con-
ditions, €450 million to finance the national roll-out of domestic water meters.

Banks Recapitalisation

83. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the issue of burden sharing
with senior bondholders was raised by the ECB, in the context of the recapitalisation of the
Spanish banking system, at the meeting of eurozone finance Ministers on 9 July 2012; the
position he took on this matter at the meeting; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36159/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Euro Area
Summit Statement of 29th June affirmed that it is imperative that the vicious circle between
banks and sovereigns be broken. In addition, the Eurogroup Statement of 9th July stated that
in order to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns, technical discussions on the
future ESM direct recapitalisation instrument will start in September. The statements represent
a major shift in European policy in terms of breaking the vicious circle between the banks and
the sovereign. This is something that the Irish Government has been saying is needed at a
European level to help tackle the crisis. However, these statements represent an agreement in
principle only. The policy statements provide a basis for a Euro-area solution to what is essen-
tially a Euro-area problem but the details, structures and arrangements concerning how the
solution will be achieved have yet to be finalised.

While detailed work is now underway it would not be appropriate to prejudge the outcome
of the meeting of Eurogroup Finance Ministers of 9th July or any further discussions to take
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[Deputy Michael Noonan.]

place between Eurogroup Finance Ministers in the coming months by making further state-
ments beyond the principle that we are in favour of the separation of banking debt from
sovereign debt and that we welcome the developments reflected in both the Euro Area Summit
Statement of 29th June and the subsequent Eurogroup Statement of 9th July stating that it is
imperative that the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns be broken.

Revenue Commissioners Investigations

84. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
Revenue Commissioners’ investigation underway into a syndicate of almost 200 individuals
using an intricate offshore tax avoidance scheme; if he will provide an indication of the amount
of money involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36160/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): For reasons of taxpayer confidentiality the
Revenue Commissioners do not comment on or provide information in relation to the tax
affairs of any particular individual or group of individuals. However, I assume the Deputy’s
question is based on a newspaper report of 8 July 2012. I am informed that enquiries in relation
to this matter are ongoing at present and the Revenue Commissioners are not currently in a
position to indicate the tax at risk.

Revenue’s Anti-Avoidance Unit specifically deals with the identification and challenging of
aggressive tax avoidance schemes and unintended use of legislation that threatens tax yields
and the perceived fairness of the tax system. Where Revenue becomes aware of tax avoidance
schemes, they investigate such schemes. In general tax avoidance is tackled in two ways, by
challenging the individual cases as they arise or through the use of the general anti-avoidance
provisions in Section 811 Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. In addition, where Revenue identifies
any artificial tax avoidance arrangements that require specific anti-avoidance rules, they will
recommend appropriate legislative amendments to my Department for consideration in the
context of the annual Finance Bill.

In addition the Mandatory Disclosure regime introduced in the 2010 Finance Act came into
effect on 17 January 2011 (first disclosures were required by 15 April 2011). This legislation
requires promoters of certain tax-based schemes to disclose them to Revenue shortly after they
are first marketed or made available for implementation. This regime is designed to act as an
“early warning” system in tackling tax avoidance schemes. The objectives of this regime are:

— To obtain early information about certain tax schemes and how they work,

— To obtain information about who has availed of them, and

— To close down by legislative action, or use of anti-avoidance provisions, any such
schemes that are viewed as aggressive.

I can assure the Deputy that I strongly support the Revenue Commissioners in tackling aggress-
ive anti-avoidance schemes and the unintended use of legislation that threatens tax yield and
the perceived fairness of the tax system.

National Asset Management Agency

85. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of fees incurred by
the National Assets Management Agency in respect of the appointment of receivers to the
National Assets Management Agency debtors in each of the years 2010, 2011 and to date in
2012; if he will confirm the number of receivers that have been appointed by the National
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Asset Management Agency for each of these years; and the number of different professional
first that have been appointed as receivers by the agency [36161/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that fees are not
paid to receivers directly by banks or NAMA rather they are paid out of the proceeds of assets
under receivership or the management thereof pending realisation. NAMA also advises that
the costs incurred through the appointment of receivers to NAMA-managed debtor connection
assets are as follows:

Year €m

2010 2

2011 10.3

The figure for 2012 relates to costs incurred after the NAMA loan acquisition dates. Costs
incurred through receiver appointments by participating institutions (PI) are currently being
collated by the institutions but are expected to be materially less.

NAMA advises that to the end of June 2012, 235 Receiver appointments had been made to
176 separate debtor connections. There are a number of connections to which more than one
receiver firm is engaged, which explains the difference between Receiver appointments (235)
and debtor connections (176). NAMA advises that this predominantly occurs in situations
where debtors have assets in two or more jurisdictions giving rise to at least two separate
appointments or in instances where a combination of corporate and fixed charge receivers are
used depending on the asset type and legal security.

The number of receiver appointments by NAMA and PI are detailed below:

NAMA

Year No. of Receiver Appointments

2010 58

2011 35

2012 19

Total 112

PI

Year No. of Receiver Appointments

2010 79

2011 38

2012 6

Total 123

NAMA advises that receiver appointments for 2010 include those made prior to the acquisition
of the loans by NAMA. Receiver appointments by the PIs include appointments made since
acquisition of the loans by NAMA which continued to be managed by the PIs. I am advised
that NAMA has selected 30 separate firms in respect of its 112 appointments since 2010. The
PIs have engaged 29 separate firms in respect of their 123 appointment.
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Banks Recapitalisation

86. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the values he or the National
Pension Reserve Fund place on the State’s share holding in any of the covered institutions;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36162/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the National Treasury
Management Agency, as Manager of the NPRF, that the total value of the National Pensions
Reserve Fund (NPRF) at 30 June 2012 was €13.9 billion, made up as follows:

• the Discretionary Portfolio, the investment of which remains the Commission’s
responsibility, was valued at €5.8 billion (41.7% of total);

• the Directed Portfolio, investments in Irish financial institutions made for public policy
reasons at the direction of the Minister for Finance, was valued at €8.1 billion (58.3%
of the total).

The Directed Portfolio consists of investments in Allied Irish Banks and Bank of Ireland that
were undertaken on foot of directions from the Minister for Finance. Since 2009 the Fund has
invested €20.7 billion in preference shares and ordinary shares in the two banks, comprising
€4.7 billion in Bank of Ireland (where the Fund’s shareholding is 15.1 per cent) and €16.0
billion in Allied Irish Banks (where the Fund’s shareholding is 99.8 per cent). The Fund has
received a total of €2.0 billion in cash from its Bank of Ireland investment — comprising
preference share dividends, the repurchase of warrants by the Bank and the sale of ordinary
shares to a consortium of private investors. The net proceeds from the sale of Bank of Ireland
ordinary shares to private investors in 2011 were remitted to the Exchequer as directed by
the Minister.

The Directed Portfolio was valued, following the completion of an independent valuation
review, at €8.1 billion at 30 June 2012. The Directed Portfolio’s holdings in Allied Irish Banks
and Bank of Ireland comprise ordinary shares (valued at €0.0076 or 0.76 cent per share and at
market price respectively) and preference shares (valued at 63.5% of par and 80.2% of par
respectively). As the preference share investments in both banks are unlisted and the Fund
holds 99.8% of the ordinary share holding in Allied Irish Banks, these investments are held at
fair value as at 31 December 2011 in line with generally-accepted accounting principles.

Bond Markets

87. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when Ireland will return to the
international bond markets in view of the IMF requirement that there must be certainty con-
cerning the funding of a Programme country at least 12 months in advance of when that country
is due to exist the Programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36163/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the National Treasury
Management Agency (NTMA) that it is the stated intention of the Agency to return to the
capital markets as soon as circumstances permit. The conditions to allow for a successful return
to the markets include the continued implementation of the programme agreed with the EU-
IMF and progress in resolving the sovereign debt and banking crises in Europe. Our continued
successful implementation of the EU-IMF Programme of Support, as repeatedly confirmed by
the EU/ECB/IMF reviews, along with our firm commitment to achieve the programme targets
combined with the measures agreed by EU Heads of State or Government on 29 June, have
reinforced the confidence which investors have in Ireland. This is evidenced by the decline in
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our bond yields and the successful Treasury Bill auction carried out by the NTMA on 5 July.
Between now and the end of the year, the NTMA plans to hold three to four auctions of short-
term Treasury Bills similar to the one successfully concluded on 5 July. The Agency is planning
to diversify its sources of funding through the first Irish sovereign issuance of amortising bonds
and inflation-linked bonds specifically tailored to the needs of the domestic pensions industry.
Market conditions permitting, the aim is also to issue a conventional medium to long-term
bond.

I am confident that the IMF will remain fully satisfied with the NTMA’s plans for a phased
return to the markets, which has already commenced with the recent Treasury Bill auction.

Bank Debt Restructuring

88. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has set a target level to
bring Ireland’s debt to GDP ratio down to, as an outcome of the negotiations currently
underway in respect of Ireland’s banking debt; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36164/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have stated on several occasions since
the end-June euro area summit, including in responses to parliamentary questions and during
last week’s press conference at the end of the latest EU/IMF quarterly review mission, the
amount of banking debt which could be considered as part of the discussions around breaking
the link between recapitalising the banks and the sovereign will be identified during the detailed
discussions. Early negotiations on Ireland’s bank debt are underway, with a view to concluding
an agreement in October. However, I would not want Ireland to be constrained by setting a
target figure and it is important not to prejudice the outcome of these negotiations by com-
menting on the likely contents of any agreement at this time.

While the discussions around breaking the link between recapitalising the banks and the
sovereign are undoubtedly a positive development for Ireland, we cannot lose sight of the fact
that there remains a large gap between day to day spending and revenues. This needs to be
closed so as to enhance further the long-term sustainability of our public finances.

I can assure the House that we will seek to be ambitious in the negotiations and will seek to
agree the best deal possible for the Irish taxpayer. As and when further measures are agreed,
I will inform the Houses as appropriate.

Departmental Correspondence

89. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has any plans to publish
correspondence between hi and the ECB in the autumn of 2010 dealing with the question of
the then Irish Government’s efforts to impose losses on senior bondholders; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36166/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no plans to publish records of the
type mentioned in the Deputy’s question. It is normal practice for states to protect the confiden-
tiality of deliberations with international bodies particularly where sensitive issues are involved.
Reflecting this principle the Freedom of Information Act provides for exemptions from release
of records relating to, for example, negotiations with international bodies, information received
in confidence, commercially sensitive information and the financial and economic interests of
the state in sections 24, 26 and 31. These exemptions enable public bodies to protect the
integrity and viability of the negotiation and decision-making processes and our relationships
with international bodies.
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Central Bank Investigations

90. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed
update on the ongoing investigation by the Central Bank into certain matters at the former
Anglo Irish Bank and the former Irish Nationwide Building society; if he will confirm the level
of staffing resources currently being deployed by the Central Bank in these investigations; if
he will confirm the stage the Central Bank investigation is at; and if there are plans to initiate
any proceedings against individuals arising from the investigation [36167/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me as
follows:

Irish Nationwide Building Society Limited

An investigation is being conducted under the Central Bank’s Administrative Sanctions Pro-
cedure into historic lending practices at INBS. For legal reasons, including the Bank’s confiden-
tiality obligations pursuant to section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942, no further details
can presently be disclosed.

An appropriate number of enforcement staff, commensurate with the investigation’s com-
plexity, are dedicated to it. Investigation resources are kept continuously under review.

The investigation is ongoing. For the reasons already explained, no further details can be
disclosed. Until the investigation has concluded, no decisions may be made as regards any
future potential action.

Anglo Irish Bank Corporation Limited

On 3 June 2011 the Central Bank issued a press statement relating to its investigation into
Anglo Irish Bank and persons concerned in its management (Anglo). It was noted that, at an
early stage in its investigation, the Central Bank notified the Gardaí and the Office of the
Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) of certain suspected offences. Regular liaison
with these agencies continues. As part of that liaison process, the Central Bank advised the
Gardaí of the Bank’s intention in 2011 to examine specific issues arising from its investigation.
At that stage, the Gardaí informed the Central Bank, following consultation with the Director
of Public Prosecutions (DPP), that, if the Central Bank proceeded with its investigation, it may
prejudice any future criminal prosecutions. Accordingly, the Central Bank decided to defer its
investigation and undertook to keep this decision under review.

In circumstances where, after liaison with the Gardaí and the DPP, the Central Bank com-
mences an investigation, such an investigation will have available an appropriate level of
resources.

Economic Growth

91. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he will officially review
the growth forecast for 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36168/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The next official growth forecasts will be
contained in the Department’s regular Autumn update and will set out the Government’s
medium-term budgetary strategy. It is the first stage in a sequence of budget-related announce-
ments that will lead in to Budget Day and is scheduled to be released in the late Autumn.
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Revenue Commissioners Investigations

92. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
number and overall value of civil court judgments secured by the Revenue Commissioners in
respect of taxation liabilities in each of the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36169/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the number and overall value of civil court judgments secured by the Revenue
Commissioners in respect of tax liabilities is set out in the table below:

Judgements obtained by Revenue

Year Number Amount

2009 1,419 €66,811,874

2010 1,996 €85,143,841

2011 1,968 €94,932,474

2012 (1 Jan-23 Jun*) 889 €54,653,863

*latest available data.

Fiscal Policy

93. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on the overall compo-
sition of the fiscal adjustment in Budget 2013, with a breakdown between capital and current
spending and taxation measures, in view of the commitments in the Memorandum of Under-
standing with the EU/ECB/IMF; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36171/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The overall level and composition between
revenue and current and capital expenditure measures of the Budget 2013 fiscal adjustment
was set out in last November’s Medium-Term Fiscal Statement and again in April’s Stability
Programme Update (SPU). The EU/IMF Programme Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
also refers to a similar level of adjustment and similar split between revenue and current and
capital expenditure measures as being necessary to reduce the General Government deficit to
7.5% of GDP next year, in line with our commitments. The MOU is an evolving document.
Certain adjustments can be made to it following consultation with the Troika while at the same
maintaining respect for the overall budgetary targets.

The Government will, over the coming months in the lead-up to Budget 2013, and on the
basis of updated economic and budgetary data, finalise the precise details of the measures that
will be implemented as part of Budget 2013. The Government will seek, insofar as it is possible,
to implement the measures in a fair and equitable manner and in a way that will not unduly
impact on the economy.

Mortgage Arrears

94. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
percentage of their mortgage book, including both owner-occupier and buy-to-let mortgages,
in arrears of 90 days or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36172/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The percentage of the bank’s mortgage
books, including both owner occupier and buy-to-let mortgages, that are in arrears for 90 days
or more and impaired has been included in the table below. The figures are those that were
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current at the end of December 2011, which is the last published set of accounts for the
requested institutions.

Figures at 31.12.11 as per published accounts

Bank Mortgage Arrears % Mortgage Arrears % Mortgage Arrears %
Book €m 90+/ Book €m 90+/ Book€m 90+/

Impaired* Impaired* Impaired*
€m €m €m

Type Owner Owner Owner Buy-to- Buy-to- Buy-to- Total Total Total
Occupier Occupier Occupier Let Let Let

AIB 18,660 1,234 6.6% 7,654 2,196 28.7% 26,314 3,430 13.0%

EBS 13,492 2,238 16.6% 1,861 785 42.2% 15,353 3,023 19.7%

BOI 20,863 1,538 7.4% 6,991 1,171 16.8% 27,854 2,709 9.7%

ILP 18,740 2,710 14.5% 6,679 1,668 25.0% 25,419 4,378 17.2%

Total 71,755 7,720 10.8% 23,185 5,820 25.1% 94,940 13,540 14.3%

*Figures include 90 days or more in arrears and impaired.

Credit Unions

95. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
recapitalisation of Credit Unions to date; if he is satisfied that the recapitalisation fund will be
sufficient to withstand losses that the sector is facing; the position regarding the plans for
consolidation of the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36173/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There is currently no mechanism for the
State to inject capital into credit unions, outside of the context of resolution. The Irish League
of Credit Unions (ILCU) operates on an all-island basis a savings protection scheme (SPS) for
credit unions. The SPS is funded by the sector and operates by providing financial support to
credit unions that get into difficulty. As this is a privately owned and managed fund it is not
possible to provide the Deputy with the information requested.

The Commission on Credit Unions Report recommended the establishment of a statutory
stabilisation mechanism whereby financial assistance could be given to credit unions on an
individual basis, in certain limited circumstances, with certain conditions attached to the pro-
vision of such assistance. This would be facilitated by the establishment of a stabilisation fund
to be managed by the Central Bank. The General Scheme of the Credit Union Bill 2012 which
was published on 28 June 2012 sets out the legislative proposals on this statutory stabilisation
mechanism.

The restructuring of the credit union sector on a voluntary, incentivised and time-bound
basis formed a core recommendation of the Report of the Commission. The Report set out a
timescale for the completion of the restructuring process by end 2015. The General Scheme of
the Credit Union Bill 2012 also makes provision for the establishment of the Credit Union
Restructuring Board (the ReBo) to oversee and facilitate the restructuring of credit unions.
The ReBo will engage with credit unions over the coming months and will assist credit unions
with restructuring proposals and due diligence. These proposals, which may include proposals
for transfer or amalgamations of credit unions, will then be presented to the Board of the
ReBo to consider. If funding is required, the first call will be on the excess capital within the
merging credit unions. The affordability of sector wide contributions will also be assessed. If
further funding is required, Exchequer funding may be provided on a recoupable basis.
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Tax Code

96. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he remains committed to
honouring the Programme for Government commitment not to increase income tax rates or to
adjust bands or credits for the remainder of the lifetime of this Government [36174/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is as stated in the Programme
for Government that as part of the Government’s fiscal strategy we will maintain the current
rates of income tax together with bands and credits.

97. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned at the resi-
dence and issuance principles contained within the European Commission proposal for a Finan-
cial Transaction Tax which are not considered in the Central Bank-ESRI assessment; if it will
affect financial transactions carried out in Ireland on securities that are issue in another EU
country that decides to participate in an FTT through enhanced co-operation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36181/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EU Commission’s proposed Financial
Transactions Tax (FTT) is a residence based tax — that is, a transaction would be subject to
the tax if one of the parties was a financial institution which is resident in one of the Member
States. Sections 2 and 3 of the ESRI/Central Bank report discuss the residence basis of the tax.
The Commission’s proposal did not envisage that the FTT would be charged on an issuance
basis — that is, by reference to whether the company whose shares were being transferred, or
whose shares were subject to a derivative transaction, was resident or registered in an EU
Member State. The European Parliament has proposed that the FTT should operate on both
a residence basis and an issuance basis, so that a transaction would be liable to an FTT it was
carried out by a financial institution in an EU Member State or if it involved a transfer of
shares or a derivative transaction related to shares in a company registered in an EU Member
State. While the Council (comprising representatives of the EU member state Governments)
is obliged to consult with the European Parliament before adopting a final position on Com-
mission proposals, the European Parliament specifically does not have co-legislator status for
proposals in the taxation area, as it would for example with co-decision proposals in other
areas. In other words, while the European Parliament must be consulted, they have no decision
making powers on tax matters.

Although the Commission’s proposed FTT would be on a residence basis, the new French
FTT is charged on an issuance basis — it applies if the shares are issued in France, and the
company has market capitalization in excess of €1 billion. Our Stamp Duty on share trans-
actions is also charged on an issuance basis — it applies to instruments and deemed instruments
which transfer shares in Irish incorporated companies — as is the UK Stamp Duty Reserve Tax.

It is not clear as yet what form the “enhanced co-operation” FTT will take but if it was
introduced on a residence basis, it is possible that a transaction could be subject both to an
FTT and Irish Stamp Duty — for example, a purchase of shares in an Irish registered company
by a financial institution in one of the “enhanced co-operation” Member States. As I stated in
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 31431/12 on 28 June 2012, we will continue to monitor
discussions on the FTT to ensure the compatibility of any proposed measure with the internal
market and with existing taxes on financial transactions, including our Stamp Duty.

Programme for Government

98. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his priorities for the year ahead
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and the achievements from the Programme for Government to date; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36203/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, my Depart-
ment recently published its revised Statement of Strategy for 2012-2014. This document, which
is available at on the Department’s website www.finance.gov.ie, sets out the Department’s five
key goals for the period:

1. A resilient Irish economy founded on sustainable and balanced growth and leading to
significant increases in employment numbers.

2. A sustainable macroeconomic environment and sound public finances.

3. An improvement in the living standards of our citizens.

4. Return by Ireland to international debt markets so as to achieve an exit from the
EU/IMF funding programme at the earliest possible date.

5. Completion of the restructuring of the banking system and a vibrant, secure and well
regulated financial sector. The Statement of Strategy also outlines the Department’s mission
“to manage Government finances and play a central role in the achievement of the Govern-
ment’s economic and social goals having regard to the Programme for Government.” The
Department has made significant progress in implementing the relevant aspects of the Prog-
ramme for Government: 28 commitments have been implemented, 21 are on-going or
underway while 5 are under review or cannot be introduced in the manner in which they are
stated in the Programme for Government. More detail on the all the Programme for Govern-
ment commitments are available in the Programme for Government Annual Report 2012
available at www.taoiseach.gov.ie. Since the publication of that report there has been further
progress in a number of areas including the publication of the Personal Insolvency Bill, the
publication of a report of the regional meetings on credit supply, the on-going move toward
decreasing Government support to the banks, the publication of the Commission on Credit
Unions’ final report, the publication of the Fiscal Responsibility Bill, the on-going work to
implement a property tax, and continuing augmentation of the skill set of the Department,
including the position of Chief Economist which was advertised externally.

Tax Code

99. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he has any plans to equalise the
duty rates between agricultural fuels and motor fuels and to introduce a reclaim system for
agricultural fuel users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36212/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the Deputy’s question
envisages a movement away from the current system of marking of oil to which a reduced rate
of tax applies to one in which certain users would be given refunds of part of the mineral oil
tax paid by them in respect of fuel used for non-auto purposes. A change of this kind would,
however, involve the establishment of an extensive repayments system, which would give rise
to a significant administrative burden and costs for oil traders, users and the Revenue Commis-
sioners, as well as posing significant cash-flow costs for those who currently use marked oil.
Moreover, repayment systems are vulnerable to abuse and would be likely to be targeted by
criminal elements such as those currently involved in oil laundering.
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For those reasons, it is not clear that a repayment system would offer greater security against
fraud than the current arrangements There are no plans, therefore to move to a reclaim system
as suggested by the Deputy. The intention is to ensure that controls relating to the sale and
distribution of oils, and enforcement action for combating laundering, are as effective as pos-
sible, and significant steps are being taken to enhance the supervision of the oils supply chain.

Departmental Banking

100. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance the reason Government
Departments including the Department of Health continue to have their banking business with
UK banks when banks bailed out and supported by the tax payer such as AIB and Bank of
Ireland are not used by these Departments to conduct their banking business; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36242/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The only role my Department has in this
matter is that the Department of Health send instructions to my Department requesting the
transfer of funds to their EFT/Public Bank Accounts for the purposes of making (1) payments
to suppliers and (2) salary payments to their staff. My Department transfers the funds to these
accounts via the Central Bank. My Department does not operate commercial bank accounts
on behalf of the Department of Health.

Bank Codes of Conduct

101. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline, for each
covered institution, the banks policy in regard to the acceptance of gifts or hospitality by its
senior management from the bank’s debtors; the policy of the Central Bank and his Depart-
ment in relation to same; if his Department or the Central Bank has been advised by any of
the covered institutions of the acceptance of gifts or hospitality from significant debtors; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36270/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is my Department’s policy to comply with
the provisions of the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001. These acts apply to Public
Servants who hold positions whose maximum salary is not less than the maximum salary of a
principal officer (general service grade class B PRSI) and to other positions in the Public service
that have been prescribed by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform as “designated
positions” for the purposes of the Ethics Acts. Typically these are positions that interface with
the commercial sector and are listed in Appendix 2 of the “Guidelines on Compliance with the
Provisions of the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2011. The latest edition of these Guide-
lines was issued in November 2011. Section 4.2 of the Central Bank of Ireland’s Staff Code of
Ethics and Behaviour (Code) (revised and issued in July 2011) provides that management and
staff should avoid any situation that would result in a conflict of interest or the appearance of
a conflict in their official dealings, particularly in the context of the receipt of gifts or business
hospitality. Failure to adhere to the organisation’s rules on the acceptance of gifts and business
hospitality may result in disciplinary action.

The covered banks policies are as follows:

AIB:

AIB has a Code of Conduct for all staff which covers, inter alia, the receipt of gifts. AIB
Management and Staff may accept or provide entertainment or gifts only if they are not
intended to compromise independent decision making, are small in value and comply with
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applicable laws and regulations and are in accordance with internal thresholds. Internal require-
ments are in place for declaration and approval of gifts received.”

BOI:

Bank of Ireland’s Code of Conduct prohibits all staff from accepting any gifts that might
influence the decisions that they or others make in business transactions involving the Bank,
or that others might reasonably believe would influence their decisions, or compromise the
integrity or ability of the staff member to exercise independent judgement. If in doubt regarding
the appropriateness of a gift, invitation or other benefit, staff are advised to discuss the matter
with their manager.

IBRC:

As part of IBRC’s wider ‘Conflicts of Interest Policy’, the Bank’s policy with regards to gifts,
hospitality and other benefits states that in general, directors and employees must not accept
gifts or the conveyance of anything of value (including entertainment) from current or prospec-
tive Bank customers or suppliers. Similarly, directors and employees may not accept or allow
a close family member to accept gifts, services, loans or preferential treatment from anyone
(including customers, suppliers or others) in exchange for or in connection with a past, current
or future business relationship with the Bank.

Permanent TSB:

Permanent TSB’s Code of Ethics states that “No gifts, sponsorships, hospitality, services or
inducements should ever be offered or given by you (other than arising in approved business
development activity), or be solicited or accepted by you, which would compromise, or give
the appearance of compromising, your position, your duties or any business decision taken by
you on behalf of the Group. If you are in any doubt as to the propriety of accepting any gift,
sponsorship, hospitality or services, you should refer the matter to your Line Manager and/or
the Compliance Officer for your division. All gifts, sponsorship, hospitality or services offered
to you in excess of €300 must be approved in advance by your Line Manager.”

Bank Debt Restructuring

102. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is reassured that IBRC
is using every possible opportunity, with particular regard to the review and renewal of loan
agreements, to ensure the maximum security is put in place in respect of the debts of the bank’s
largest personal debtors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36271/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): IBRC have advised me that there is a rigor-
ous credit review and approval process in place for personal debtors of IBRC. This process
covers establishing the true financial position of a borrower via a sworn net worth statement
and a formal request for a repayment plan to repay the debt as quickly as possible with the
maximum recovery. This process also examines whether any unencumbered assets could be
pledged to IBRC to enhance existing security and to provide additional repayment sources.
IBRC endeavours to capture any surplus income from Debtors to aid overall recovery. IBRC
have also advised me that they are committed to the maximum recovery under each loan
facility as agreed under the commitments letter between IBRC and the EU in accordance with
normal commercial practice and fiduciary duties.

Mortgage Interest Rates

103. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if he will raise with the EBS the
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need to pass on the recent interest rate cuts to EBS mortgage policy holders; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36334/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Bank’s
policy in relation to lending rates is a matter for the management and board of the institution.
I have no role in the day-to-day commercial and operational decisions of the banks, which
include these matters. These decisions are taken by the board and management of the insti-
tution. Notwithstanding the fact that the State is a significant shareholder in the institution, I
must ensure that the bank is run on a commercial, cost effective and independent basis to
ensure the value of the bank as an asset to the State, as per the Memorandum on Economic
and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, the ECB and the IMF. However, the
bank has informed me that it continues to keep rates at EBS under review.

104. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if any action is being taken
to ensure that a financial institution (details supplied) have passed on all recent ECB interest
rate cuts to hard-pressed mortgage holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36335/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The lending institutions in Ireland are inde-
pendent commercial entities. Ultimately the pricing of financial products, including standard
variable mortgage interest rates, is a commercial decision for the management team and board
of each lending institution, having due regard to their customers and the impact on profitability,
particularly where the cost of funding to each lending institution, including deposit pricing, is
under pressure. Neither the Central Bank nor I have any responsibility for the variable mort-
gage interest rate charged by the financial institutions. I have no powers to compel the insti-
tutions to reduce their rates. I have been advised that the institution mentioned by the Deputy
has taken no decision with regard to the recently announced ECB rate reduction.

Credit Unions

105. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the supports available to the
credit union sector to compensate for loan losses; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36415/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is the responsibility of each credit union
to make sure that it makes adequate provision in its accounts for bad or doubtful debts to
ensure that it is sufficiently funded to cover loan losses. Credit unions must also maintain
reserves of 10% of assets as a buffer against unexpected losses. The Irish League of Credit
Unions (ILCU) has operated on an all-island basis a savings protection scheme (SPS) for credit
unions since 1989. The SPS operates by providing financial support to credit unions that get
into difficulty. This is a privately owned and managed fund.

The Commission on Credit Unions recommended the establishment of a statutory stabilis-
ation mechanism whereby financial assistance could be given to credit unions on an individual
basis, in certain limited circumstances, with certain conditions attached to the provision of such
assistance. This would be facilitated by the establishment of a stabilisation fund to be managed
by the Central Bank. The General Scheme of the Credit Union Bill 2012, which was published
on 28 June 2012, sets out the legislative proposals for this statutory stabilisation mechanism.

Tax Code

106. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the introduction of a
financial transactions tax. [36460/12]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the most recent ECOFIN meeting on
Friday 22 June, it became clear that EU-wide agreement would not be reached on the Com-
mission’s proposed Financial Transactions Tax (FTT). Those countries that want to enact an
FTT will now request the Commission to put forward a proposal that it be introduced via
“enhanced co-operation”. This mechanism would require at least nine Member States to par-
ticipate and would require agreement by Qualified Majority Voting (QMV) comprising 72%
of the overall votes and states representing 65% of the total EU population. Ireland is not
going to be among the “enhanced co-operation” countries but we will not stand in the way of
those who want to introduce an FTT under this mechanism. I have stated clearly in the past
that, if an FTT cannot be introduced on a global basis, it would be better if it were introduced
on an EU-wide basis. This would prevent any distortion of activity within the Union. I have
also indicated our principled opposition to dealing with tax measures under “enhanced co-
operation”. So our non-participation in the new “enhanced co-operation” initiative is consistent
with the position we have taken to date on the FTT.

It is also not clear what shape the FTT will finally take. The draft Directive had only received
one initial reading and the current proposal could be modified.

A significant concern is that an FTT could affect transactions in Irish Government bonds,
particularly in the secondary market, and may also affect the ECB’s ability to give effect to its
own monetary policy via the repurchase (“repo”) market. A number of countries such as
Sweden and the UK have also raised this point in respect of their own debt management.
Given the difficulties faced by countries like Ireland, disruption of the Government paper
market in the coming years would not be helpful.

An FTT could also affect the financial services industry, especially in the IFSC, and lead to
some activities and jobs moving abroad. The UK is strongly opposed to an FTT and when other
countries introduced similar taxes in the past, certain financial activities moved to London.

We are also concerned that the Commission’s own projections are that an FTT could reduce
EU growth and raise the cost to ordinary, non-financial companies for their use of financial
products. Both these aspects would be harmful to EU recovery.

We will continue to monitor discussions on whatever proposal emerges from the “enhanced
co-operation” process to ensure it does not interfere with the single market and takes account
of the positions of other Member States. For example, any FTT on share transactions would
have to take account of our existing Stamp Duty on Irish shares.

Tax Reliefs

107. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if there are any bands of income
that avoid paying the minimum rate of tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36475/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the Deputy is referring to
the restriction on the use of reliefs by high income individuals which was introduced with effect
from 2007. As indicated in my reply of 17 November 2011, to which the Deputy refers, the
objective of the restriction for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 was to ensure that individuals
with adjusted income of €500,000 or more paid an effective rate of tax of approximately 20%
on that income. Following a tightening of the restriction in Finance Act 2010, the objective
from 2010 has been to ensure that individuals with adjusted income of €400,000 or more pay
an effective income tax rate of approximately 30% on that income. For the years 2007, 2008
and 2009, where adjusted income was between €250,000 and €500,000, a graduated application
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of the restriction meant that the effective rate of tax increased towards 20% as adjusted income
increased towards €500,000. For 2010 and later years, the graduated application of the restric-
tion is designed to ensure that the effective rate of tax increases towards 30% as adjusted
income increases towards €400,000. Details of the number of individuals who were subject to
the restriction and to whom the tapering system applied for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 are
available on individual reports headed “Analysis of High Income Individuals’ Restriction” on
my Department’s website at: http://taxpolicy.gov.ie/restriction-of-reliefs/. Statistics are given in
each report in relation to a number of bands of income under €500,000 and include the average
effective rate of tax that applied to individuals within each band both before and after the
application of the restriction.

Details of the number of individuals who were subject to the restriction in 2010 and to whom
the tapering approach applied in that year will be included in a further report on the application
of the restriction for 2010. This report is currently being finalised and will be made available
on my Department’s website in the coming weeks.

The particular circumstances of each taxpayer will determine the effective income tax rate
in any year.

Tax Collection

108. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the approximate number of
income tax cases for which no income tax liability will arise in 2012; the proportion of all
income tax cases this represents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36482/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that the information requested by the Deputy is as follows, in respect of the income tax year
2012:

Projected Distribution of Income Earners for 2012

Tax Year Exempt (Standard rate Standard rate (including Higher rate (liability not All cases
liability fully covered by those whose liability at the fully off set by credits)
credits or age exemption higher rate is fully offset

limits) by credits)

Numbers % Numbers % Numbers %

Post Budget 817,100 37.7 946,200 43.7 401,800 18.6 2,165,100
2012

Numbers are rounded to nearest hundred.

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the
year 2009 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends for the year 2012.

They are, therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

It should be noted that a married couple who has elected or has been deemed to have elected
for joint assessment is counted as one tax unit.

109. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the persons registered for
payment of the domicile levy; his views on the operation of the tax; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36483/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Domicile Levy was introduced in Fin-
ance Act 2010. I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the first returns and pay-
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ments for tax year 2010 were due to be filed by 31 October 2011 or 15 November 2011 for
persons who pay income tax and file returns using the Revenue Online Service (ROS). Eleven
persons registered to pay the Domicile Levy in 2011 for tax year 2010.

The Domicile Levy returns for tax year 2011 are due to be filed on 31 October 2012 or 15
November 2012 for persons using ROS. The figures for 2011 are not therefore yet available.

My Department has announced a public consultation under which interested parties are
invited to make submissions on possible revisions to the current residence rules for the taxation
of individuals. In particular I would welcome views on the following matters:

• Whether or not, and how, the current day counting rules should be amended;

• Whether or not, and how, the day counting rules should be supplemented with other rules;

• The appropriateness of citizenship as a basis for taxation;

• Whether or not, and how, the conditions for and/or the range of application of the
Domicile Levy should be changed;

• Whether or not the Domicile Levy should continue in place if the rules for determining
residence were modified.

I have asked that any proposals should have due regard to:

• The need to ensure that Exchequer tax yields are not undermined;

• The continued promotion of Ireland as a location for inward investment;

• Their ease of administration;

• Their implications for arrangements in place under double taxation agreements with
other jurisdictions. Submissions should be made, at the latest, by 1 August 2012 and
may be e-mailed to residence.consultation@finance.gov.ie or posted to:

Residence Consultation,
Capital and Savings Taxation Policy Unit,
Fiscal Division,
Department of Finance,
Government Buildings,
Upper Merrion Street,
Dublin 2.

Fuel Laundering

110. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date in
relation to tackling the illegal sale of diesel; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36484/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners, who have responsibility for the collection of mineral oil tax and for tackling the illicit
trade in mineral oil products, that they are acutely aware of the threat to the Exchequer posed
by laundered fuel. The predominant illicit activity in the mineral oil area in this State and in
Northern Ireland is the laundering of marked diesel and its sale through illegal outlets. In both
jurisdictions the respective difference in excise rates between marked (rebated) and normal
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diesel offers a considerable incentive for oil laundering and this illicit activity poses a serious
threat to the Exchequer and to the economy on both sides of the border. Revenue employs a
broad range of compliance and enforcement strategies to detect and counteract illegal practices
involving mineral oils. These include ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem;
development and sharing of intelligence with agencies on both sides of the border; the conduct
of intelligence driven operations using covert surveillance to identify oil laundry locations;
seizure of illicit product, laundering equipment and vehicles; physical sampling at road check-
points; closure of unlicensed or improperly licensed outlets and seizure of stock, and pros-
ecution of those involved in illegal activities in relation to mineral oils.

In 2010, Revenue enforcement staff detected four oil-laundering plants in this jurisdiction
and seized 228,000 litres of laundered oil. The DPP has issued directions to prosecute on
indictment in two of these cases. A further 48,184 litres of illicit mineral oil was seized from
retail outlets or in the course of delivery to such outlets In addition, nine retailers were found
dealing in laundered oil and eight haulage companies were detected using it in their vehicles.
There were four court convictions in 2010 for laundered oil offences.

In 2011 nine oil laundries and 327,000 litres of laundered fuel were seized, together with nine
oil tankers and twenty-nine other vehicles. Sixteen persons were arrested in the course of these
operations and files have been sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions, who has to date
issued directions to prosecute on indictment in respect of five of these cases and on summary
disposal in a further case. Three other cases are en route to the DPP’s Office seeking directions.
In addition, a further 718,181 litres of illicit mineral oil has been seized, the large majority from
retail outlets or in the course of delivery to such outlets.

To date in 2012 six oil laundries and 135,050 litres of fuel has been seized together with one
oil tanker and nine other vehicles. Two people were arrested in the course of these operations.
In addition to this a further 317,725 litres of illicit mineral oil has been seized, the majority
from retail outlets or in the course of delivery to such outlets. To date in 2012 there have been
two court convictions for laundered oil offences with a fine of €2,500 imposed in one case and
a two-year suspended sentence in the other.

Revenue is also engaged in an ongoing and vigorous campaign targeting specific locations
nationwide, with the intention of immediate closure of unlicensed outlets and challenging of
instances of non-compliance. In 2011 thirty-two filling stations were shut down by Revenue
because they did not have a licence or were in breach of licensing conditions. To date in 2012,
twenty such outlets have been closed.

While there has been considerable success in detecting and closing oil laundries, it is recog-
nised that this approach, in isolation, will not solve the problem. Oil launderers need to be
denied access to marked oil for the purposes of laundering and they need to be denied access
to the market for their laundered product. Since July last year the licensing regime for road
fuels has been tightened up to make it more difficult for launderers to get their product on to
the market.

New legislation was enacted in this year’s Finance Act which significantly strengthens the pro-
visions for the control and supervision of the fuel supply chain and restricts the scope for illegal
activity. The previous licence for persons dealing in road fuels has been replaced by a new auto-
fuel trader’s licence, as and from 1 July. In addition, anyone dealing in marked diesel or marked
kerosene will now, for the first time, have to be licensed for the purpose. The requirement to have
a marked fuel trader’s licence comes into operation with effect from 1 October 2012.

The Revenue Commissioners are the licensing authority and will have power to refuse a
licence where the applicant does not show to their satisfaction that relevant conditions that
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they may attach to the licence can be satisfied. Revenue are empowered also to revoke a
licence, if the holder contravenes or fails to comply with the terms of the licence, or any
provision of excise law relating to fuel.

In parallel with the introduction of the new licensing system, the Regulations that lay down
the detailed rules and requirements on mineral oil matters have been reviewed and new Regu-
lations, containing additional and reinforced provisions, were recently made. The requirements
with regard to record keeping have been strengthened, and a new requirement for persons
dealing in fuel to make periodic returns to Revenue has been introduced. All traders, including
traders in marked fuels, will have to make monthly returns, electronically, detailing their fuel
transactions. This system of returns, which will come into operation from the start of next year,
will be an important new source of information for Revenue in relation to the supply chain. It
will, for example, assist in the identification of unusual or anomalous patterns of activity.

In addition, Revenue and HM Revenue and Customs in the UK have been working in
partnership to identify a new, more effective marker. A Memorandum of Understanding has
been signed between the two authorities. A joint “Invitation to Make Submissions” (IMS)
seeking proposals was published in June. Both authorities are committed to seeking the widest
possible range of proposals, so that the most effective marker for the future can be identified.
The closing date for receipt of submissions is 30 November.

Revenue have committed to applying ten per cent of their compliance resources to combating
the illicit trade in mineral oil. The legislative steps that have been taken, together with the
work on the development of a more effective fuel marker, will provide important new support
and enhance the effectiveness of compliance action.

Tobacco Smuggling

111. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the
Revenue Commissioners have sufficient resources to combat tobacco smuggling; the progress
made to date in tackling the problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36485/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners who are responsible for the collection of tobacco products tax, and for tackling the
illicit trade in cigarettes and tobacco products, that the tackling of this illicit trade is a key
objective. The Revenue Commissioners are subject to the Employment Control Framework
staffing reductions in line with Government targets to reduce public service numbers. However,
I recognise the need to replace the loss of key skills and experience in Revenue while meeting
the existing Employment Control Framework allocations. In that context, I have asked the
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to consider reducing Revenue’s target staff
numbers over a longer time period, whilst at the same time allowing Revenue to replace critical
skills and experience.

In 2010 Revenue established a high-level internal group, chaired at Commissioner level, to
examine the risks related to tobacco products tax evasion and to oversee and optimise the
detection of contraband and counterfeit tobacco products. This group has promoted a number
of initiatives aimed at counteracting the illicit trade in tobacco. These include the adoption of
a comprehensive tobacco strategy, which is underpinned by annual action plans. This 3-year
(2011-2013) strategy, which is published on Revenue’s website, includes a number of prog-
rammes which are designed to complement each other in targeting the supply and demand
sides of the market for contraband tobacco in Ireland.
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In 2011 a total of six national tobacco blitzes were carried out resulting in the seizure of
more than 19m cigarettes and 1,345 Kgs of Tobacco. A total of €30,000 in cash and 49 vehicles
used as conveyances were also seized. Six arrests were made and 103 cases have been identified
as possible prosecution cases. To date in 2012 two national tobacco blitzes have been held
resulting in the seizure of 1.3m cigarettes and 654 kgs tobacco. Two people were arrested and
12 vehicles used as conveyances were also seized. Twenty-nine cases have been identified as
possible prosecution cases.

In 2011, a total of 109.08m cigarettes with a retail value of €45.95m and 11,158 kgs of tobacco
with a retail value of €4m were seized by Revenue. In addition to this Revenue has obtained
one hundred and one convictions relating to cigarette smuggling, with fines of €136,300
imposed, and thirty custodial sentences of which twenty were suspended. There were a further
fifty-seven convictions relating to the sale of unstamped tobacco products with fines of €115,850
imposed, and thirteen custodial sentences of which seven were suspended.

In 2012 to date a total of 66.1m cigarettes with a retail value of €29.9m and 2,555 kgs of
tobacco with a retail value of €0.94m have been seized by Revenue. In addition to this Revenue
has obtained thirty-three convictions relating to cigarette smuggling, with fines of €56,250
imposed, and thirteen custodial sentences of which four were suspended. There were a further
forty-six convictions relating to the sale of unstamped tobacco products with fines of €84,200
imposed, and ten custodial sentences of which seven were suspended.

Equality Issues

112. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered undertaking
an equality audit of Budget 2012, with a particular emphasis on gender, in order to assess the
ways in which the budget has impacted upon different sections of Irish society; if such an audit
will be made available to the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36525/12]

113. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to follow international
best practice by undertaking gender impact assessments during the development of Budget
2013; if gender impact assessments of Budget 2012 will inform Budget 2013; if such assessments
will be made available to the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36526/12]

114. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the reason the tax increases and
public expenditure cuts which made up Budget 2012, impacted differently on men and women;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36527/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 to
114, inclusive, together.

With regard to budgetary matters, when focusing on the primary objectives of reducing the
deficit and returning the public finances to a sustainable level, it has been of vital importance
to the Government to ensure that the adjustments made are spread in as fair and equitable a
manner as possible, while also seeking to minimise their negative impact on economic growth.

The Deputy should be aware that the Programme for Government does contain a clear
commitment requiring all public bodies to take due note of equality and human rights in carry-
ing out their functions. I would also remind the Deputy that the State and its bodies take the
provisions of equality legislation into account in the development and delivery of its policies
and services.
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Furthermore, the Cabinet handbook requires that Government memoranda indicate clearly,
as appropriate, the impact of a proposal for, amongst other things, gender equality, persons
experiencing or at risk of poverty or social exclusion and people with disabilities.

With regard to the impact of tax increases in Budget 2012 , I am not aware of the analysis
that the Deputy is relying on for his assertion that tax increases impacted differently on men
and women. Issues related to public expenditure are a matter for my colleague, the Minister
for Public Expenditure and Reform.

Departmental Expenditure

115. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details on
moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his Department or any State
agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project in County Meath in the
years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address, amount, purpose and
the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36539/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the period in question no moneys were
provided by my Department or bodies under the aegis of my Department to any group, scheme
or project in County Meath.

Ministerial Advisers

116. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of
all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since March 2011 whose salary
exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special Advisors names
and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors since March
2011. [36604/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my Department, I have appointed Mary
Kenny and Eoin Dorgan as special advisors. The salary for both special advisors has been
€83,337 per annum since their appointment. No salary increases have been approved in respect
of either appointment.

Departmental Agencies

117. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the annual saving to the
Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under his aegis were cut by 25%, 35%
and 50%. [36620/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the
following table gives of the savings to be achieved if fees to board members were cut:

Body Saving if 25% cut in Saving if 35% cut in Saving if 50% cut in
Fees Fees Fees

Fiscal Council €17,400 €23,940 €34,200

Central Bank €14,963 €20,948 €29,926

Credit Union Advisory Committee €4,631 €6,484 €9,263

In relation to National Treasury Management Agency and associated bodies I have been
provided with the following information in relation to fees paid to board members.
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Board/Body Name No of board members Remuneration details in respect of board
members and board chairpersons

National Treasury Up to 7 Board members. Chair €50,000.
Management Agency Currently 1 vacancy Agreed to make a gift of 10% of 2009
Advisory Committee remuneration to the Minister for Finance

under s483 of the Taxes Consolidation Act.
Ordinary Members €25,000.
Agreed to make a gift of 10% of remuneration

to the Minister for Finance under Section
483 of the Taxes Consolidation Act from 1
January 2009.Secretary General Department
of Finance receives no fee in respect of his
membership.

National Development Finance Up to 8 Board members. Chairman, as an ex-officio member, receives
Agency (NDFA) no fee.

Ordinary Members €12,600 p.a.
2 members (Chief Executive of the NTMA

and the Chief Executive Officer of the
NDFA) receive no fees in respect of their
membership.

National Pensions Reserve Up to 7 Board members Chair €51,424.
Fund Commission Ordinary members €34,283.

One member (Chief Executive of the NTMA)
receives no fee in respect of his membership.

National Asset Management Up to 9 board members. The Chairman receives a fee of €150,000, six
Agency Currently 2 vacancies members receive fees of €60,000 each per

annum while one member (also Chairman of
the Credit Committee) receives a fee of
€75,000 per annum. Each member of the
NAMA Board also chairs or is a member of
various NAMA Board committees. Their
fees associated with these committees are
included in the above.

2 ex-officio members (Chief Executive of the
NTMA and the Chief Executive Officer of
NAMA), receive no fees in respect of their
membership.

State Claims Agency Policy Up to 7 Board members. Chair €13,713 p.a.
Committee Currently 2 vacancies Ordinary members €9,142 p.a.

2 members (serving civil servants) do not
receive fees in respect of their membership.

118. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the annual saving to the
Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis were capped at
€100,000. [36636/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the
following table gives details requested by the deputy:

Savings on Pay of CEO’s

Body CEO salaries in the NTMA group (after taking into
account the 15% reduction)

National Treasury Management Agency €416,500

National Asset Management Agency €365,500

National Development Finance Agency €280,500
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Departmental Expenditure

119. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in a
tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal, consultancy, IT
related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the amount invoiced
since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36652/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Deputy
could not unfortunately be collated in the time available. My Department will respond directly
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Staff

120. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer
for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies under his aegis. [36668/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has not engaged agency
staff. In respect of bodies under the aegis of my Department I have been informed by the
National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) that they have employed agency staff in the
current year. In the year to date the costs to the NTMA of employing temporary agency staff
are €200,000. The NTMA employs agency staff generally for administration roles, primarily to
replace staff on maternity leave or to fill a break between an employee leaving a permanent
role and a new permanent staff member being recruited.

Public Private Partnerships

121. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular
form, a list of his Departments public private partnership projects in payment; the name of the
project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount of PPP repayments by
Government for each project. [36684/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department does not have any public
private partnership projects in payment.

Departmental Contracts

122. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular
form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Department outsourced to the
private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12 months. [36700/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the period in question my Department
has not outsourced any service to the private sector.

Departmental Expenditure

123. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of
all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allocations on staff and or
resources in his Department. [36716/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The table below details the current time
related savings and/or delayed spending of the Budget 2012 allocation in relation to my Depart-
ment as at 30 June 2012:
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Subhead Actual Exp Profile Variance
€000 €000 €000

(i) Salaries, Wages and Allowances 8,237 9,596 -1,359

(ii) Travel and Subsistence 179 195 -16

(iii) Training and development including 238 279 -41
Incidental Expenses

(iv) Postal and Telecommunications Services 348 259 89

(v) Office Machinery and Other Office Supplies 360 375 -15

(vi) Office Premises Expenses 275 379 -104

(viii) EU Presidency 2 686 -684

A5 Fiscal Advisory Council 120 326 -206

A4 and B4 Consultancy Services 690 2,641 -1,951
and C3

E1 and E2 Appropriations-In-Aid 678 670 8

Legislative Programme

124. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the legislation changes made
after the banking crisis here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36724/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The table sets out the main legislative pro-
visions related to the banking crisis enacted since August 2008 together with descriptions of
their purposes:

Legislative provision Purpose

1. Credit Institutions To provide, in the public interest, for maintaining the stability of the financial
(Financial Support) Act system in the State and for that purpose to provide for financial support by the
2008 Minister for Finance in respect of certain credit institutions, to amend the

S.I 411 of 2008 — Credit competition Act 2002 and other enactments, and to provide for connected
Institutions (Financial matters.
Support) Scheme 2008 This Scheme, made under Section 6(4) of the Credit Institutions (Financial Support)

Act 2008, provided a State guarantee to credit institutions covered under the Act
in respect of liabilities defined to include retail and corporate deposits (to the
extent not covered by existing deposit protection schemes), interbank deposits,
senior unsecured debt, asset covered securities and dated subordinated debt as
qualified. The Scheme was in operation from 30 September,2008, to 29
September, 2010, inclusive and on which latter date it ceased.

2. Credit Institutions This Scheme, also made under Section 6(4) of the Credit Institutions (Financial
(Eligible Liabilities Support) Act 2008, provides a State guarantee for deposits (excluding deposits
Guarantee) Scheme: covered by the Deposit Guarantee Scheme); senior unsecured certificates of

S.I. 490 of 2009 — Credit deposit; senior unsecured commercial paper; other senior unsecured bonds and
Institutions (Eligible notes; and other forms of senior debt specified by the Minister for Finance
Liabilities Guarantee ) consistent with State Aid rules. The Scheme came into effect on 9 December,
Scheme 2009 2009, and has subsequently been amended by S.I. on a periodic basis to permit its

prolongation, subject to EU Commission approval on a six-monthly basis. The
current period of prolongation runs until 31 December, 2012.

3. Financial Services To give legal effect to the Government announcement of 20 September 2008 to
(Deposit Guarantee increase the level of deposit protection to €100,000.
Scheme) Act 2009 (No.
13 of 2009)
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Legislative provision Purpose

4. Amendments to the To give effect to amendments to Directives 94/19/EC on DGS as regards the
Deposit Guarantee coverage level and the payout delay was transposed by the European
Scheme (DGS): Communities (Deposit Guarantee Schemes) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 (S.I.

Directive 2009/14/EC of the 228 of 2009).
European Parliament and
of the Council of 11
March 2009

5. Anglo Irish Bank To provide for the transfer of all of the shares in Anglo Irish Bank to the Minister
Corporation Act 2009 for Finance or the Minister’s nominee, to provide for the removal and

appointment of persons from certain offices or employment with Anglo Irish
Bank, to extinguish certain rights in Anglo Irish Bank, to disapply provisions of
the Companies Acts and other enactments to Anglo Irish Bank, to provide for
the appointment of an assessor to assess whether compensation should be paid to
persons who were affected by the transfer of shares and rights to the Minister For
Finance.

6. National Asset To establish the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) for the purposes of
Management Act 2009 acquiring, holding, managing and realising certain assets from certain persons to

S.I. No. 127/2010 be designated by the Minister for Finance. To effect expeditious transfers of such
assets, taking the necessary steps to protect, enhance and better realise the value
of assets transferred to the body, to facilitate the performance of the Agency of
other functions related to the management or realization of those assets. To
facilitate the restructuring of credit institutions of systematic importance to the
economy. To give NAMA powers in respect of land and interests in land, to
provide for the issuing of debt securities by the Minister for Finance.

The Act also provided for an amendment to the Building Societies Act 1989 to
allow the Minister for Finance to subscribe for special investment shares in a
building society.

Guidelines Issued Under Section 210(1) of the National Asset Management Agency
Act 2009 Regarding Lending Practices and Procedures and Relating to the
Review of Decisions of Participating Institutions to Refuse Credit Facilities.

7. Credit Institutions To make provision, in the context of the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014 and the
(Stabilisation) Act 2010 EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for Ireland, in relation to the

stabilisation, and the preservation or restoration of the financial position of
certain credit institutions

8. The European To amend the original Credit Rating Agencies (CRA) I Regulation 1060/2009 and
Communities (Credit fulfil Ireland’s obligation to appoint a competent authority for CRAs and to
Rating Agencies) impose sanctions for breaches of the Regulation.
Regulation S.I. No. 247 of
2010

9. Central Bank Reform To abolish the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority and create a unitary
Act 2010 Central Bank of Ireland. The Act also introduced a fitness and probity regime for

the Irish financial services sector.

10. Transposition of Capital To give effect to amendments to Directives 2006/48/EC, 2006/49/EC and 2007/64/EC
Requirements Directive as regards banks affiliated to central institutions, certain own funds items, large
II: exposures, supervisory arrangements, and crisis management.

S.I. No. 627 of 2010
transposing Directive
2009/111/EC of the
European Parliament and
of the Council of 16
September

11. Transposition of Capital To give effect to amendments to Directives 2006/48/EC and 2006/49/EC as regards
Requirements Directive capital requirements for the trading book and for re-securitisations, and the
III: supervisory review of remuneration policies

S.I. No. 625 of 2010
transposing Directive
2010/76/EU of the
European Parliament and
of the Council

12. Euro Area Loan To facilitate the granting of financial assistance to Greece through allowing
Facility Act 2010 Ireland’s participation in the Greek Loan Facility.
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Legislative provision Purpose

13. European Financial To provide for the State’s participation in the European Financial Stability Facility.
Stability Facility Act 2010

14. European Financial To enable effect to be given to an amendment to the European Financial Stability
Stability Facility and Facility Framework Agreement and to facilitate amendment of the Greek Loan
Euro Area LoanFacility Facility so facilitating the granting of further EU financial assistance to Greece.
(Amendment) Act 2011

15. Central Bank and To provide an effective and efficient resolution regime for credit institutions that
Credit Institutions are failing or likely to fail ensuring protection of the Exchequer and stability of
(Resolution) Act 2011 the financial system and of the economy. To safeguard the interests of depositors

and secure the continuity of banking services generally.

16. Finance Act 2011 Finance Act 2011 provided for a special high rate of Universal Social Charge which
would apply to bonuses paid to all relevant employees of specified institutions.

Specified institutions are those that have received financial support under either or
both the Credit Institutions (Financial Support) Act 2008 and the National
Pensions Reserve Fund Act 2000.

The charge is applied to the bonus at 45% and it does not exempt Income Tax and
PRSI — this will leave an aggregate charge of 90% (USC 45%, Income Tax 41%,
PRSI 4%).

17. Insurance Amended the 1964 Insurance Act in order to change the scope of the Insurance
(Amendment) Act 2011 Compensation Fund from one which covered the risks of policyholders of Irish

authorised companies to one which covered all insured risk in the State, except
for specific excluded risks.

18. General Government To prescribe the persons and bodies subject to the provisions of Section 67 of the
Secured Borrowings Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act 2010, which provides that secured
Order 2011 (S.I. No. 40 borrowing by the prescribed persons and bodies requires the consent of the
of 2011) Minister for Finance.

19. Euro Area Loan To facilitate amendment of the Greek Loan Facility so facilitating the granting of
Facility (Amendment) further EU financial assistance to Greece.
Act 2012

20. European Stability To facilitate the establishment of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) and to
Mechanism Act 2012 allow for the State’s participation in it.

Departmental Agencies

125. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of
State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the Exchequer. [36732/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Deputy
is contained in the table:

Bodies funded by the exchequer

Name of Body Cost in 2011

Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal €330,000*

Irish Fiscal Advisory Council €222,000

National Treasury Management Agency (including the State Claims €41,100,000
Agency, the National Development Finance Agency, management of the
National Pensions Reserve Fund and NewERA

National Pensions Reserve Fund €17,192,000

*Estimated cost in respect of 2012.

Departmental Staff

126. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the number of retired civil
or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since March 2012; their positions
and accompanying salaries. [36748/12]
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127. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the number of retired civil
or public servants that have been retained by his Department since March 2012 on a short term
contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules to not apply. [36764/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 and
127 together.

Since March 2012 to date, no civil or public servant has been rehired by my Department.

Departmental Expenditure

128. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details
of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36780/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question my
Department provides telecommunications services to both my own Department and the
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. In 2012 €322,000 has been allocated towards
the provision of telecommunications services to both Departments. The allocation covers the
provision of fixed lines, mobile phones, telephonists, phone maintenance. In addition a budget
of 48k has been allocated in the Department of Finance towards the maintenance of data links
between department buildings and to Government Networks.

Banks Recapitalisation

129. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide Allied Irish
Bank’s outstanding maturity schedule of bonds; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36789/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to the tables below that
set out AIB’s schedule for Secured and Unsecured Senior Bonds. I am informed by AIB that
the Bank has a planned term issuance schedule that will refinance maturing wholesale debt
maturities, including a combination of Secured Funding and Government Guaranteed bond
issues with unguaranteed issuances restarting from 2014 onwards. The extent of AIB’s whole-
sale funding refinancing requirements will be influenced by the level of customer deposit fund-
ing and deleveraging activity.

Secured Senior Bonds

Report Date: 13/07/2012

Product Isin Short Name Ccy Maturity Date Current Notes
Outstanding
EUR equiv.

Covered Bond XS0467861653 EBS EUR 23-Nov-12 1,000,000,000

Covered Bond XS0250267647 AIBMB EUR 30-Apr-13 953,000,000 excluding cross
holding of
€47m

Covered Bond XS0470919696 EBS EUR 01-Dec-14 50,000,000

Covered Bond XS0308936037 AIBMB EUR 29-Jun-17 1,675,000,000

Covered Bond Unlisted AIBMB EUR 23-Sep-19 15,000,000

Covered Bond Unlisted AIBMB EUR 30-Sep-19 50,000,000

Covered Bond XS0504676510 AIBMB EUR 28-Apr-28 5,000,000

Covered Bond XS0486207870 AIBMB EUR 12-Feb-30 10,000,000

Covered Bond XS0489775535 AIBMB EUR 01-Mar-30 10,000,000

1036



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Product Isin Short Name Ccy Maturity Date Current Notes
Outstanding
EUR equiv.

Securitisation XS0778328079 AIBUK GBP 21-Mar-44 390,580,170

Securitisation XS0260593727 EBS EUR 15-Jul-48 852,355,412 excluding cross
holding of
€16.6m

5,010,935,582

Senior Bonds exclude CD/CP and Subordinated Debt and any internally retained debt all conversion to euro is as
at FX rates of 13 July 2012

Cross Holdings

XS0260593727 16,626,838 Held by AIB

XS0250267647 47,000,000 Held by EBS

Unsecured Senior Bonds

Report Date: 13/07/2012

Product Isin Short Name Ccy Maturity Date Current Notes
Outstanding
EUR equiv.

MTNs XS0372296011 EBS EUR 17-Aug-12 5,927,000

MTNs XS0455308923 AIB EUR 01-Oct-12 1,000,000,000

MTNs XS0279186976 EBS GBP 17-Dec-12 26,955,206

MTNs XS0291322088 EBS GBP 17-Dec-12 5,085,888

MTNs XS0296914442 EBS GBP 17-Dec-12 2,542,944

MTNs GG XS0484576813 AIB EUR 04-Feb-13 1,733,300,000 excluding cross
holding of
€66.7m

MTNs XS0287983935 EBS GBP 02-Mar-13 19,072,080

MTNs XS0296913550 EBS GBP 02-Mar-13 2,542,944

MTNs XS0312295610 EBS GBP 02-Mar-13 10,171,776

MTNs XS0321100454 EBS GBP 02-Mar-13 10,163,028

MTNs GG XS0494617631 AIB USD 15-Mar-13 612,619,971

MTNs GG XS0499510609 AIB EUR 08-Apr-13 20,000,000

MTNs XS0235051181 EBS EUR 28-Oct-13 4,000,000

Schuldschein SSD 01 EBS EUR 28-Jan-14 9,000,000

MTNs XS0244872882 EBS EUR 20-Feb-14 20,000,000

Schuldschein SSD 02 EBS EUR 25-Feb-14 15,000,000

MTNs XS0187074546 EBS EUR 25-Feb-14 20,000,000

MTNs XS0195980551 EBS EUR 14-Jul-14 25,000,000

MTNs XS0465876349 AIB EUR 12-Nov-14 750,000,000

MTNs GG XS0490069266 EBS EUR 25-Feb-15 970,000,000 excluding cross
holding of
€30m

MTNs GG XS0496459610 EBS EUR 19-Mar-15 25,000,000

MTNs GG XS0496222877 AIB EUR 19-Mar-15 1,918,400,000 excluding cross
holding of
€81.6m
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Product Isin Short Name Ccy Maturity Date Current Notes
Outstanding
EUR equiv.

MTNs XS0228549506 EBS EUR 24-Aug-15 19,000,000 Callable at
26th Jan
each year

MTNs GG XS0545957432 AIB EUR 30-Sep-15 23,700,000 Callable at
each coupon
date
(Quarterly)

MTNs XS0268806709 EBS EUR 27-Sep-16 55,000,000

Schuldschein SSD 03 EBS EUR 26-Jan-17 25,000,000

7,327,480,837

Senior Bonds exclude CD/CP and Subordinated Debt and any internally retained debt all conversion to euro is as
at FX rates of 13 July 2012

Cross Holdings

XS0490069266 30,000,000 Held by AIB

XS0484576813 66,700,000 Held by EBS

XS0496222877 81,600,000 Held by EBS

Economic Growth

130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Central Statis-
tics Office in 2012 has revised the GDP projections for 2009 and 2010; if he will outline the
impact of the revisions published by the CSO on the end of year General Government Balance
and Debt GDP ratios for 2009, 2010 and 2011; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36790/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Revisions to historical GDP outturns are
standard practice, particularly for the more recent year’s figures. The Central Statistics Office
(CSO) has informed me that the main reason for the revision to 2009 and 2010 estimates is the
availability of more up to date information, specifically the results of the 2009/2010 Household
Budget Survey, first estimates of corporate profits and income from self-employment in respect
of 2010 from Revenue Commissioner data and more definitive information from some of the
large cases. The April Maastricht Returns set out details of the estimated General Government
Balance (GGB) and General Government Debt (GGD) outturns for the period 2008-2011.
The figures for the years 2009-2011 are set out in table 1 below:

Table 1

% of GDP 2009 2010 2011

GGB — Headline -14.0 -31.2 -13.1

GGB — Underlying -11.5 -10.9 -9.4

GGD 65.1 92.5 108.2

On the basis of revised GDP figures released recently by the CSO, the GGB and GGD to
GDP ratios for the years 2009-2011 would, all else being equal, be as set out in table 2 below:
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Table 2

% of GDP 2009 2010 2011

GGB — Headline -14.0 -31.1 -12.9

GGB — Underlying -11.5 -10.9 -9.3

GGD 64.9 92.2 106.5

It should be noted that historical GGB and GGD figures are also subject to possible further
revision by the CSO.

Pension Provisions

131. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will hold discussions with
the pension industry with a view to securing a reduction in the fees charged or management
and administration of pension funds as a means of offsetting the negative effects on pension
values of the pension fund levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36792/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A working group was established last year
to examine charges in the pensions industry. The group is chaired by the Department of Social
Protection with representatives of the Central Bank and the Pensions Board. This study will
provide an initial benchmark on the level of charges for different forms of funded supplemen-
tary pension arrangements and will provide information in relation to the disclosure of charges.
These data have not been available to date so the study will provide valuable information to
inform policy. I understand that it is intended to present the group’s report to my colleague,
Ms Joan Burton TD, the Minister for Social Protection, by end-August, following which appro-
priate decisions will be made on its contents and recommendations, and among other things,
on the scope for productive interaction with the pensions industry in relation to offsetting the
impact of the pension fund levy through reductions in fees or charges.

Mortgage Applications

132. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who
have applied for residential mortgages to the banks each year for the past five years; the
number of approvals; the corresponding numbers to date in 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36793/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately, it has not been possible to
get the information from the covered institutions in the timeframe allowed by the Question. I
will write to the Deputy in the near future with information provided by the institutions.

133. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current duration for which
mortgage approval is valid once granted for each of the covered banks; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36794/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The covered Banks have supplied me with
the following information regarding mortgage approval durations. In the case of IBRC residen-
tial mortgages are no longer offered. For AIB, the current mortgage approval duration is
six months from the date of sanction subject to review after 3 months if approval continues
to outstand.

In practise, the Bank of Ireland mortgage letter of offer is considered valid for a period of
six months from date of issue.
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Permanent TSB, in its discretion, may permit drawdown of the loan within a period of up to
6 months from the date of the initial Loan Offer. Once the 6 month period has elapsed and
the loan remains undrawn, the Loan Offer will expire.

European Stability Mechanism

134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when Ireland will make its
first capital contribution to the European Stability Mechanism; the size of the contribution; the
way it will be funded; the dates on which future contributions are due to be made; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36795/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The capital structure of the European Stab-
ility Mechanism (ESM) is set out in the ESM Treaty which was signed by Euro Area Member
States on 2 February 2012. To obtain the highest possible credit rating, the capital structure of
the ESM will have a total subscribed capital of €700bn. Of this amount, €80bn will be in the
form of paid-in capital by the Euro Area Member States, paid in five equal instalments. The
balance of €620bn will be callable capital. Ireland’s share of the €80bn in paid-in capital, based
on our contribution key set out in Annex 1 of the ESM Treaty, will be just above €1.27bn paid
in five equal instalments of €254m. This will be paid out of the Central Fund. The ESM is being
established as an International Financial Institution and on that basis Ireland’s contribution will
be treated as a financial transaction. This means that while it will impact on Ireland’s Exchequer
Borrowing Requirement, it will not impact on its General Government Deficit. Ireland’s share
of the €620bn callable capital is based on the same key, i.e. 1.592% of €620bn making the
callable capital €9.87bn.

Article 41 of the ESM Treaty provides that the first instalment shall be paid by each ESM
member within fifteen days of the date of entry into force of the ESM Treaty. However, as the
Deputy will be aware, due to on-going legal challenges to the ESM Treaty in a number of Euro
Area Member States, including Ireland, the date of the ESM coming into force is not yet
certain but it is hoped that the Treaty will come into force sometime in early Autumn. The
first instalment of paid-in capital will become payable within fifteen days of that date.

In terms of future contributions, that is, the four remaining instalments to be paid to the
ESM, the Eurogroup decided on 30 March 2012 that the paid-in capital would be made avail-
able more quickly than initially foreseen in the original ESM Treaty with two tranches to be
paid in 2012, one in July and one in October 2012, two tranches to be paid in 2013 and a final
tranche to be paid in the first half of 2014. The contribution planned for July will not proceed
as the ESM has not yet come into force and also as Ireland has yet to ratify the Treaty. As
already indicated, the first instalment will be payable by Ireland within 15 days of the date of
entry into force of the ESM Treaty provided Ireland has ratified the Treaty by that date.

Economic Growth

135. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned by the
contraction in GNP over the past three quarters; the implications of this trend for employment
and future taxation revenue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36796/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I note the Deputy’s concerns regarding the
recent contraction in GNP. As has been well documented, Ireland’s economic recovery will be
export led. This is how growth in a small open economy such as Ireland’s should be driven and
we are once again seeing evidence of that, with exports growing by over 5 per cent in 2011 and
by 6.1 per cent in the first three months of 2012. Indeed, recently the CSO released a revised
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growth forecast for 2011 which saw real GDP expand by 1.4 per cent. While the economy is
growing again, it will take time for export growth to feed through to the labour market and
the domestic economy. Moreover, it will take households and firms time to work through the
imbalances which had built up during the boom. The Government is acutely aware of the
headwinds which the domestic economy faces in this regard. We have therefore taken a number
of steps to support domestic activity and job creation, including the introduction of the Jobs
Initiative shortly after coming into office and the structuring of Budget 2012 in such a way as
to be as growth-friendly as possible. Indeed, there is some evidence of stabilisation in the
labour market with the number of private sector jobs increasing by 13,500 year-on-year in
Q1 2012.

Furthermore, the stimulus announced on the 17th of July will help to sustain jobs in the
construction sector which has been very badly hit during the recession. The investment in this
Phase 1 package is expected to generate significant numbers of jobs: previous analysis of each
sector indicates that the investment will generate around 13,000 jobs. It will also create much
needed social and economic infrastructure and aid economic recovery.

In relation to taxation, the latest Exchequer Returns for the period to end-June show that
tax revenues are performing well, increasing significantly year-on-year and over €1

2 billion or
3.1 per cent ahead of target. This is an encouraging performance in the circumstances and while
it must be acknowledged that there are large tax revenues targets to meet in the second half
of the year, I am confident at this point that our overall tax revenue target for the year will
be achieved.

Departmental Staff

136. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the number of sick days taken by
staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick days per staff in
total across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011;
the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by
Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36843/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The absenteeism rate for the Department
of Finance from January to end June 2009 was 3.09%. The absenteeism rate for July to end
December 2009 was 2.99%. These figures are inclusive of those on long term absences (i.e.
absences of over 20 consecutive days). In the period 1 January to 31 December 2010, the
average number of sick days per employee was 8 with an absenteeism rate of 3.6%. In the
period 1 January to 30 June 2011 the average number of sick day per employee was 3 with an
absenteeism rate of 2.43%. In the period 1 July to 31 December 2011, the average number of
sick days per employee was 2 with an absenteeism rate of 1.57%.

Apprenticeship Programmes

137. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make some
provision available so that trades people will complete their apprenticeships and receive their
trade qualifications by implementing longer grants or by making provisions available for
employers to take on apprentices in order to guarantee people will receive their qualifications
and give them a better chance of making a living out of their trade. [36474/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): To
assist redundant apprentices to complete their apprenticeships, FÁS has put the following
interim measures in place:
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— The temporary Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme (RAPS) provides supports
for redundant apprentices to be placed with an employer to complete the minimum
duration necessary to complete the on-the-job phases at Phase 3/5/7. Employers can
apply to FÁS to participate in RAPS subject to meeting the eligibility criteria. FÁS
has also introduced a Competency Determination Mechanism (CDM). This mech-
anism will provide redundant apprentices who have a time deficit in their apprentice-
ship with the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and knowledge against the occu-
pational standard for the specified trade over a number of days in a FÁS Training
Centre.

I can confirm to the Deputy that FÁS has no plans at present to provide grants to employers
to recruit individuals as apprentices.

School Funding

138. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to
the Exchequer of the State subsidy to private schools for the 2011/2012 school year. [36587/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by the
Deputy is outlined in the attached documents.

Further to the details included in the documents an additional €28,183.62 of Assistive Tech-
nology grants issued to Fee Charging Schools in the 2011/12 school year.

All fee paying schools Gross Salary Costs 2011/2012 School Year

Figures are up to 9 July 2012

School No. School Address Total Gross Total Gross Total Gross
Teachers Clerical Officers SNAs

60030V Blackrock College, Blackrock, Co. 3,045,751.00 39,453.36 49,513.55
Dublin

60040B Willow Park School, Rock Road, 861,415.00
Blackrock

60090Q Rathdown School, Glenageary, Co. 1,150,765.00
Dublin

60100Q Castleknock College, Castleknock, 1,646,405.00 82,150.84
Dublin 15

60120W Mount Sackville Secondary School, 1,742,855.00 73,881.22
Chapelizod, Dublin 20

60130C Loreto Abbey Secondary School, 2,022,685.00
Dalkey, Co. Dublin

60140F Mount Anville Secondary School, 1,938,629.00 44,473.75
Mount Anville Rd., Dublin 14

60160L Notre Dame Secondary School, 755,624.00 22,284.54
Upper Churchtown Road,
Dublin 14

60180R Christian Brothers College, 1,630,167.00 46,319.1
Monkstown Park, Dun
Laoghaire

60240J Loreto College Foxrock, Foxrock, 1,851,601.00 34,299.54 52,535.26
Dublin 18

60250M Holy Child Secondary School, 1,025,268.00
Military Road, Killiney
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School No. School Address Total Gross Total Gross Total Gross
Teachers Clerical Officers SNAs

60260P St Joseph Of Cluny, Bellevue Park, 1,265,373.00 75,874.28
Ballinclea Rd.

60272W The Kings Hospital, Palmerstown, 2,251,521.00 39,453.36 45,281.71
Dublin 20

60320H St. Columba’s College, 970,099.00 139,076.67
Whitechurch, Dublin 16

60321J Rockbrook Park School, 381,210.00 25,174.35
Edmondstown Road,
Rathfarnham

60340N Loreto High School, Beaufort, 1,870,303.00 30,506.94
Grange Rd.

60381E Sutton Park School, St. Fintans 1,241,663.00 22,584.3
Road, Sutton

60520P Belvedere College S.J., 6 Great 2,990,420.00 39,453.36 66,331.67
Denmark Street, Dublin 1

60530S Gonzaga College, Sandford Road, 1,810,663.00
Ranelagh

60540V Catholic University School, 89 1,301,431.00
Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2

60560E St. Marys College, Rathmines, 1,360,311.00
Dublin 6

60561G St. Michaels College, Ailesbury 2,041,780.00 25,287.87
Road, Dublin 4

60570H Terenure College, Templeogue 2,206,757.00 29,964.47
Road, Terenure

60590N St. Conleths College, 28 Clyde 873,181.00
Road, Ballsbridge

60630W St. Killians Deutsche School, 1,500,694.00
Roebuck Road Clonskeagh,
Dublin 14

60640C Sandford Park School Ltd, 856,251.00 25,287.87
Sandford Road, Ranelagh

60650F St. Andrews College, Booterstown 3,374,442.00 120,659.21
Ave, Blackrock

60660I St. Patricks Cathedral G.S, St. 617,884.00
Patricks Close, Dublin 8

60670L The High School, Zion Road, 2,343,978.00 77,722.5
Rathgar

60820E Loreto College, 53 St. Stephens 1,690,023.00 26,285.32
Green, Dublin 2

60892G The Teresian School, 12 Stillorgan 647,625.00
Road, Donnybrook

60910F Alexandra College, Milltown, 1,761,763.00 34,347.84 27,989.71
Dublin 6

60930L Rosemont School, Temple Road, 313,236.00
Blackrock

61010U Wesley College, Ballinteer, Dublin 2,788,463.00 108,830.82
16

61020A Stratford College, 1 Zion Road 714,364.00 27,258.96
Rathgar, Dublin 6

61080S Royal School Cavan, College 940,926.00 101,662.33
Street, Cavan

61570M Kilkenny College, Castlecomer 2,601,469.00 39,335.94 31,739.87
Road, Kilkenny

61680T Newbridge College, Newbridge, 2,558,611.00 58,117.41
Co. Kildare
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School No. School Address Total Gross Total Gross Total Gross
Teachers Clerical Officers SNAs

61720F Clongowes Wood College, Naas, 1,395,432.00
Co. Kildare

61811I St. Gerard’s School, Thornhill 1,506,569.00
Road, Bray

62060R Bandon Grammar School, Bandon, 1,958,094.00 99,615.09
Co. Cork

62370J Midleton College, Midleton, Co. 1,288,256.00 22,284.54
Cork

62520C Christian Brothers College, Sidney 2,472,867.00 7,530.47
Hill, Wellington Road

62570R Presentation Brothers College, The 2,408,810.00
Mardyke, Cork

62690E Scoil Mhuire, 2 Sidney Place, 1,317,368.00 10,157.26
Wellington Road

63300Q Wilson’s Hospital School, 1,442,775.00 22,183.17
Multyfarnham, Co. Westmeath

63870L Drogheda Grammar School, 992,044.00 51,155.22
Mornington Rd., Drogheda

63920A Dundalk Grammar School, 1,834,224.00 18,283.20
Dundalk, Co. Louth

64150F Glenstal Abbey School, Murroe, 608,089.00
Co. Limerick

64310B Villiers Secondary School, North 2,160,091.00 20,205.32
Circular Road, Limerick

64420I Franciscan College, Gormanstown, 1,206,731.00
Co. Meath

64830E Monaghan Collegiate School, 956,973.00 67,785.23
Corlatt, Monaghan

65010R Newtown School, Waterford, Co. 1,151,461.00
Waterford

65190W Sligo Grammar School, The Mall, 1,499,382.00 56,338.52
Sligo

65410K Cistercian College, Roscrea, Co. 869,346.00 34,347.84
Tipperary

68071G St. John Scottus Secondary School, 566,785.00 38,597.94
74/76 Morehampton Road
Donnybrook, Dublin 4

Total 86,580,903.00 260,691.24 1,850,930.48

2012 Sept-Dec 2011 Total

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€4,389.12 €10,241.26 €14,630.38

€0.00 €65.98 €65.98

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00
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2012 Sept-Dec 2011 Total

€0.00 €67,571.25 €67,571.25

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €27,551.90 €27,551.90

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €72,300.00 €72,300.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€103,300.64 €0.00 €103,300.64

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €5,006.44 €5,006.44

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€17,455.88 €187,543.79 €204,999.67

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€293,750.12 €27,467.00 €321,217.12

€0.00 €62,414.82 €62,414.82

€1,709,636.94 €748,629.36 €2,458,266.30

€1,192,121.97 €14,049.42 €1,206,171.39

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €45,083.88 €45,083.88

€196,002.24 €146,624.59 €342,626.83

€13,500.00 €4,263.00 €17,763.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00

€3,530,156.91 €1,418,812.69 €4,948,969.60
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Cross-Border Training Initiatives

139. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the potential savings
that can be made through the implementation of joint training courses for the unemployed in
border areas which are tailored to specific sectorial needs and potential growth areas.
[36824/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): FÁS
continues to co-operate with the training authorities in Northern Ireland to pursue possible
potential savings through the implementation of joint training courses for the unemployed in
border areas.

An example of one such programme would be the Wider Horizons Programme. The prog-
ramme aims to enhance employment opportunities by providing vocational training, work
experience and personal development training both at home and overseas to disadvantaged
people aged between 18 and 28 years. The Wider Horizons Programme is delivered on behalf
of The International Fund for Ireland (IFI) by its joint managing agents, the Department for
Employment and Learning (DEL) in Northern Ireland and FÁS in the Republic of Ireland.
IFI funds the programme costs with FÁS and DEL contributing to the training allowance and
travel and accommodation costs of participants.

School Transport

140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied
that the necessary school transport provisions will remain in place in the coming year to meet
the requirements of children attending a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [35948/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): Bus
Éireann which operates the School Transport Scheme, on behalf of my Department, has
advised that there were nine school transport services operating into the school in question
during the 2011/12 school year.

There are no plans to withdraw services for the 2012/13 school year; the number of services
will depend on the number of eligible children who apply for school transport.

School Funding

141. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills the investment
that was made in schools in County Clare from May 2007 to 2011; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [35951/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The capital investment in schools
in County Clare made by my Department for the period requested May 2007 to end 2011
amounted to €40.292m. In addition each primary school with full recognition received the
Minor Works Grant in 2007, 2008 and 2009. The Minor Works Grant comprises a basic grant
of €5,500 plus €18.50 per mainstream pupil and €74 per special needs pupil. The €40.292m
investment was issued by individual years as follows: 2011 — €4.769m (includes Minor Works
Grant); 2010 — €9.183m (includes Minor Works Grant); 2009 — €9.726m; 2008 — €10.720m
May to December 2007 — €5.894m

Site Acquisitions

142. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a suitable
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site has been identified for a development (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [35991/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy that
Donegal VEC have informed my Department that submissions have been sought for possible
suitable sites for the development to which he refers.

I understand that the submissions have been received and are currently being assessed by
Donegal VEC.

Vocational Education Committees

143. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mechanisms used
by vocational education committees in determining the distance from a candidate’s home to
place of education with regard to the awarding of the adjacent or non-adjacent rate of grant;
if he is satisfied that this method of measuring the distance is accurate and transparent; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36096/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The guidance given to the 66
awarding authorities, the local authorities and VECs, in relation to the application of the dis-
tance criterion, for determining whether the adjacent or non-adjacent rate of grant applied,
provided for the measurement of the shortest most direct route to the institution from the
normal residence. The awarding authorities were best positioned to interpret the application
of the distance criterion in the context of local circumstances.

The Student Grant Scheme and the Student Support Regulations for the 2012/13 academic
year were published by my Department on the 11th of June 2012 to coincide with the introduc-
tion of the single grant awarding authority, Student Universal Support Ireland or SUSI, and
the new central online application system going live. Article 27(3)(a) of the 2012 Scheme pro-
vides that the distance criterion will be measured in line with agreed guidelines. My Department
is liaising with SUSI in regard to these guidelines.

Special Educational Needs

144. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason
he considers it appropriate to discriminate against only those girls who attend an all girls
primary school here in terms of learning support allocation; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36115/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand the Deputy is refer-
ring to the General Allocation Model (GAM) of additional teaching supports which are allo-
cated to all Primary schools to cater for children with high incidence special educational needs.

As I have previously advised the Deputy, differing pupil teacher ratios are applied under the
GAM in relation to boys, girls and mixed schools in order to account for differentials of preva-
lence of learning difficulty between boys and girls.

The rationale for the differing ratios is based on international literature on the incidence of
disability as well as international and national surveys of literacy and numeracy which indicate
that there is a greater incidence of disability/learning difficulty in boys than girls.

The NCSE Report on the Implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Edu-
cational Needs Act, of 2006, also examined a range of sources to establish prevalence rates,
including national databases, local and international studies and expert estimates, which indi-
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cated significantly higher rates of Mild General Learning Difficulty and Specific Learning Dis-
ability prevailing in boys, in comparison to girls.

Revised arrangements which will update schools’ GAM allocations with effect from
September 2012, based on the number of class teaching posts in schools for the previous year,
reflect the existing arrangements for the allocation of supports under the GAM. The pupil
teacher ratios which had previously applied are set out in my Departments Circular SP ED
02/05, which is available on www.education.ie.

Schools Building Projects

145. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage at which
the proposed building project is at for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; when this
project will proceed to the next stage; when this project is likely to proceed to construction
stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36121/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project for the
school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning. Following com-
pletion of Stage 2a (Developed Sketch Design) and assuming no issues arise, the project will
then proceed to stage 2(b) which includes planning permission and the preparation of tender
documents.

Due to competing demands on the Departments capital budget imposed by the need to
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include the project referred
to by the Deputy in the 5 year construction programme announced in March.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not
been included in the five year construction programme, but which were announced for initial
inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in
anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in future years.

146. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage at which
the proposed building project is at for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; when this
project will proceed to the next stage; when this project is likely to proceed to construction
stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36122/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the school
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an early stage of architectural planning. The Design
Team are currently working on the Stage 1 Submission (Preliminary Sketch Design) and, when
complete, the school will forward this submission to my Department for review. Due to compet-
ing demands on the Departments capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited
funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing
demographic requirements it was not possible to include the project referred to by the Deputy
in the 5 year construction programme announced in March.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not
been included in the five year construction programme, but which were announced for initial
inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in
anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in future years.

147. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage at which
the proposed building project is at for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; when this
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project will proceed to the next stage; when this project is likely to proceed to construction
stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36123/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project for the
school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning. The Design
Team have just recently completed the Stage 2a Submission (Developed Sketch Design), which
has been forwarded by the school to my Department for review. Following completion of this
review and assuming no issues arise, the project will then proceed to stage 2(b) which includes
planning permission and the preparation of tender documents.

Due to competing demands on the Departments capital budget imposed by the need to
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include the project referred
to by the Deputy in the 5 year construction programme announced in March.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not
been included in the five year construction programme, but which were announced for initial
inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in
anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in future years.

Cross-Border Education Initiatives

148. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress that
has been made on the cross border education survey; and if he can provide a timescale for
completion of same. [36137/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): At the NSMC Education meeting
held at Farmleigh House, Dublin on Friday 15 June 2012, the Ministerial Council considered
the progress made towards the development of a questionnaire and mechanisms for a joint
attitudinal survey to inform cross-border pupil movement and school planning; agreed the
planned next steps for the conduct of the survey including finalisation of survey questions,
piloting a survey questionnaire and roll out of the main survey in 2012; and agreed that a final
report on the results from the survey and proposals on the way forward will be available for
consideration no later than the first NSMC Education meeting of 2013.

Special Educational Needs

149. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
allocate an all girls disdvantaged school (details supplied) in County Donegal five hours learn-
ing support; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36157/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that in
primary schools, including schools in the DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools)
programme, teaching supports for pupils with special education needs are provided though two
channels. Under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports,
schools are resourced to cater for pupils whose educational psychological assessment places
them in the high incidence or less complex, disability category. Separately, the National Council
for Special Education (NCSE) allocates additional resource teaching hours to schools for chil-
dren who have been assessed within the low incidence or more complex category of special
need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

All mainstream Primary schools have been allocated additional teaching resources under the
GAM to cater for children with high incidence special educational needs.
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Schools had been advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching support for the 2012/13
school year by 16th March, 2012 and schools are currently being notified by SENOs of their
resource teaching allocation for 2012/13, based on the number of valid applications received.

It is a matter for schools to monitor and utilise their allocation of resource teaching support,
including supports allocated under the GAM, to best support the needs of qualifying pupils, in
accordance with my Departments guidance. All schools have the names and contact details of
their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

Vocational Education Committees

150. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of
funding made available by him to each of the 33 vocational educational committees in 2011;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36197/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Details of the current funding
allocated to each Vocational Educational Committee in 2011 are listed in the attached table.
These allocations enabled the VECs to provide a broad range of educational services. In
addition to providing post-primary education and further and adult education, VECs also have
responsibilities in areas such as community education, training for early school leavers, basic
literacy courses, and the provision of a range of youth services. My Department provides the
majority of the funding required by VECs for the delivery of these programmes.

Accordingly, the figures in the table include funding for pay to VEC staff (including
teachers), funding for the day-to-day running of schools, specific grants (e.g. book grant, tran-
sition year programme), targeted expenditure (e.g. DEIS funding), funding for further and
adult education (e.g. Youthreach and VTOS) and funding for student grants.

Current Funding allocated to each VEC in 2011

(Ref PQ 36197 19-7-12)

VEC Current Expenditure 2011 (€m)

City of Cork 43,101,010

City of Dublin 129,025,707

City of Limerick 25,133,402

City of Waterford 17,278,993

Dun Laoghaire 17,540,609

City of Galway 21,621,420

Co. Carlow 19,514,564

Co. Cavan 25,460,752

Co. Clare 29,204,914

Co. Cork 85,755,168

Co. Donegal 48,034,089

Co. Dublin 100,563,761

Co. Galway 33,079,414

Co. Kerry 34,833,609

Co. Kildare 37,908,683

Co. Kilkenny 24,239,828

Co. Laois 16,212,993

Co. Leitrim 10,282,698
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VEC Current Expenditure 2011 (€m)

Co. Limerick 37,223,064

Co. Longford 12,303,688

Co. Louth 29,918,365

Co. Mayo 27,970,846

Co. Meath 40,182,724

Co. Monaghan 21,511,270

Co. Offaly 19,146,418

Co. Roscommon 12,840,461

Co. Sligo 14,876,613

Co. Tipperary (NR) 21,921,531

Co. Tipperary (SR) 21,077,334

Co. Waterford 13,981,843

Co. Westmeath 19,156,091

Co. Wexford 33,171,424

Co. Wicklow 44,089,086

Total 1,088,162,371

Adult Education

151. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure
that adult learners have a seat on education and training boards; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36210/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In October 2011 the General
Scheme of an Education and Training Boards Bill was referred to the Oireachtas Joint Commit-
tee on Jobs, Social Protection and Education. The General Scheme was also published at that
time. Following discussions with this Department and relevant stakeholders, the Committee
prepared a report which I responded to at a meeting of the Committee on 25 January 2012.
The General Scheme was then referred to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the
Government for formal drafting. It is hoped that the Bill will be published before the end of
the summer.

I have received representations seeking to provide a place for adult learners on the Education
and Training Boards. Consideration will be given to those representations in the course of the
drafting of the legislation.

School Accommodation

152. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will comparatively
account for his Department’s expenditure on extensions for two primary schools (details
supplied) in County Donegal; the reason the costs differed by €150,000; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36263/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Responsibility for the management
and delivery of the two projects referred to by the Deputy was devolved to the school manage-
ment authorities.

I understand the difference in costs arose as one of the schools was allocated funding under
my Department’s 2007 Small School Scheme to extended and refurbish their existing school
building which had difficult site conditions while the other school was allocated funding under
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my Department’s 2010 Additional Accommodation Scheme to provide a new 253m† school
building on a Greenfield site provided by the patron.

School Transport

153. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment calculates distances between schools and collection points using roads that buses will not
use as part of the route to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36266/12]

154. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, when decid-
ing on eligibility criteria for bus routes, Bus Éireann measures distances between collection
points and a school using the route that the bus will ultimately take; if the distance is calculated
using routes that would be unnavigable by a bus; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36267/12]

155. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide a map of the route used by Bus Éireann to calculate the distance between areas (details
supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36268/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 153 to 155, inclusive, together.

Bus Éireann operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Department.

Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible for
transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest education
centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

Distance eligibility is determined by Bus Éireann by measuring the shortest traversable route
from the child’s home to the relevant education centre. In cases where the distance eligibility
is marginal or in dispute, vehicles fitted with calibrated measuring devices which measure the
distance down to the nearest metre may be used to establish the exact distance.

Bus Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a
reasonable level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.

Third Level Fees

156. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of third level
registration fees for first and subsequent children; and if he plans to introduce a payment plan
to alleviate the pressure on parents. [36281/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware a
new student contribution charge of €2,000 was introduced in higher education by the previous
Government with effect from the 2011/2012 academic year. This charge replaced the previous
Student Services Charge and applies to all students who currently benefit under the “free
fees” scheme.

The Charge is due to increase to €2,250 for the next academic year. The Finance Bill 2012,
provides for tax relief at the standard rate of tax for full-time fees in excess of €2,250. Therefore,
based on current rates of relief, the effective cost of the student contribution charge, net of tax
relief, for second and subsequent siblings will be €1,800 each.

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) has written to higher education institutions
requesting that they show flexibility and consideration to students awaiting a decision on their
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grant application and/or payment of grants for the current academic year. At my Department’s
request the HEA have recently sent a reminder to institutions again requesting that flexibility
be shown to students for the next academic year and to request that students be allowed pay
the charge in two instalments if required.

The charge is paid by the Exchequer in respect of students who qualify under my Depart-
ment’s student grant scheme.

Special Educational Needs

157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total number
of places in primary schools and secondary schools in Clondalkin, Lucan and Palmerstown for
children diagnosed with autism for the school year commencing in 2012; if the number of
available places meets the needs for children diagnosed with autism in these areas; if he has
any plans to increase the availability of funding to ensure an adequate provision of school
places in these areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36285/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of the
Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational needs,
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs. Many
children with autism are fully integrated into mainstream classes. The National Council for
Special Education (NCSE) provides additional resource teaching hours and special needs assist-
ant support to schools in respect of fully integrated enrolled students with autism.

Some students with autism require further support in school. The establishment of a network
of autism-specific special classes in schools across the country to cater for these children with
autism has been a key educational priority in recent years. My Department supports provision
in mainstream schools, some 540 special classes for autism attached to mainstream and special
schools and 18 special schools for children with autism throughout the State which cater for
the educational needs of over 5,000 children with autism. These figures include101 classes for
autism in Co. Dublin. The NCSE will continue to establish more classes as required.

The Deputy will be aware that the NCSE is responsible, through its network of local Special
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from primary, special and
post primary schools for special needs supports on the basis of applications in respect of individ-
ual pupils. The SENOs operate within the policy outlined in my Department’s circulars for
allocating such support.

Each SENO works in an assigned local area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists,
health professionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in that area for
children with special educational needs. All schools have contact details of their local SENO. It
is also open to parents to contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special
educational needs.

I have arranged for the issues raised by the Deputy to be forwarded to the NCSE for their
direct attention and reply.

Third Level Staff

158. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is confi-
dent that no unauthorised payments were made to university staff in 2011 and 2012; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36287/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The recent report from the
Comptroller and Auditor General confirms that over €8 million in unauthorised payments were
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made to senior university staff over the period June 2005 to February 2011. This is completely
unacceptable behaviour and represents a failure in governance in our universities and is a
serious breach of public pay policy. Since the formation of the current Government these
unauthorised payments, which were presided over by previous administrations, have ceased in
all cases.

While these overpayments happened on the previous Government’s watch, we are deter-
mined to ensure they cannot happen again. It is my intention, as part of the National Strategy
implementation process, to strengthen legislation and put more robust accountability processes
in place for the sector.

The HEA, acting in consultation with my Department and the Department for Public Expen-
diture and Reform, is making arrangements with each university covering the use of an amount
of their funding equivalent in each case to the amount of overpayments. These arrangements
will be directed towards improving student services and specific new innovations in front line
services. It is an imperative that any action taken does not impact on students, especially at a
time when resources are particularly limited.

It is also important to note that my Department has sought and received unequivocal com-
mitments from each university that in future it will adhere to the provisions of the Universities
Act. In the context of annual reporting arrangements provided for in the Code of Governance
of Irish Universities each University is required to submit a statement to the HEA affirming
that Government policy on pay is being complied with.

Higher Education Grants

159. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding the work of the Capital Asset Test Implementation Group regarding higher edu-
cation grants; when he expects to receive these proposals; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36288/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that a draft report is
currently under consideration by the Implementation Group and that I should receive the
report in the coming weeks.

Third Level Grants

160. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of third level students from a farming background who qualified for a student maintenance
grant in each year for the past five years. [36289/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A table shows the estimated per-
centage of new awards made to students from farming backgrounds. This indicative data is
subject to considerable qualification for interpretation purposes in relation to its reliability due
to, inter alia, the level of undeclared status amongst the returns from the awarding authorities
and the provision of accurate and or/adequate information in respect of occupation by the
principal earner to enable the awarding authorities to classify them by socio-economic
background.

The information contained in the table has been supplied to my Department by the awarding
authorities who submitted a return:
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Indicative Socio Economic Category of new grantholders

Date Farmers

2010/11 6.34%

2009/10 8.53%

2008/09 7.21%

2007/08 9.07%

2006/07 8.71%

161. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of third level students who qualified for a student maintenance grant in each year for the past
five years. [36290/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The number of third level students
who qualified for a student grant in each year for the past five years is detailed in a table:

Number of third level students who qualified for a student maintenance grant

2011/12 65,889*

2010/11 62,366

2009/10 57,233

2008/09 47,751

2007/08 46,632

*Provisional figure.

Third Level Funding

162. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount
that was spent on the provision of counselling services at third level in each year for the past
five years; the amount that has been allocated for the year 2012/2013; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36291/12]

163. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide a breakdown of the number of full time counsellors that are available in each third
level institution; the ratio of counsellors to students in each institution; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36292/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
162 and 163 together.

The internal budget allocation between various headings within higher education institutions
is a matter for each institution. My Department has no role in this matter and therefore the
information sought by the Deputy is not available to the Department.

The Higher Education Authority has put in place an agreed framework with the higher
education institutions regarding student services. This framework provides for reporting on
expenditure on student services including welfare and guidance (including counselling services)
extra-curricular activities, accommodation, childcare etc. It is intended that the report on
expenditure on student services will be published annually from 2013 after final audited figures
are available.
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School Staffing

164. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total
number of retired teachers working in primary and post primary schools at end of June 2012;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36293/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by the
Deputy is being compiled and I will arrange for it to be forwarded to him.

Public Sector Pay

165. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding the review of public services allowances; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36294/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, the
review of allowances in the public service which is ongoing at the moment is being conducted
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and I understand that the Minister
intends to bring proposals to Government shortly.

Teachers’ Remuneration

166. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on
cuts to teachers allowances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36295/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As a result of Budget 2012, Circu-
lar 70/2011 provides that teachers who had been engaged in a public sector teaching post on
or before 4 December 2011 are eligible to retain the qualification allowances they were entitled
to be in receipt of on that date. Such teachers will not be paid any additional allowance where
they acquire any further qualification on or after 5 December 2011. The position of teachers
who, on 5 December 2011, were undertaking courses will be considered in the context of the
public service-wide review of allowances being led by the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform.

Teachers who were appointed to teaching for the first time on or after 5 December 2011 but
before 1 February 2012 are eligible for allowances on the basis of their qualifications at entry
to the profession up to a maximum of the allowance which had been applicable to an honours
primary degree.

Pending the outcome of the review of allowances, they are not payable to new beneficiaries
from 1 February 2012. The only exceptions to this prohibition are principal and deputy principal
allowances and, for a limited period of time, the assistant principal allowance. These decisions
were taken due to the upward pressure on the cost of teacher allowances. These provisions are
outlined in Circular 70/2011 and Circular 3/2012.

These measures are concerned with the sustainability of the public service pay bill and in
particular the need to find payroll savings in the education vote. Without immediate action,
this upward pressure would have cancelled out the savings made elsewhere in the education
system and would bring about even harsher adjustments to schools and services. I am not in a
position to comment further until the outcome of the review is known.

Technological Universities

167. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress

1056



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

to date in relation to the establishment of technological universities; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36296/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A clear four stage process and
criteria for designation as Technological University was published by the HEA in February of
this year. Institutions proposing to merge and apply for designation as technological universit-
ies, will need to submit a formal expression of interest within a six month period and will be
advised within a further six months whether they can proceed to the second stage for desig-
nation. The drafting of legislative proposals to provide for the amalgamation of Institutes of
Technology and the establishment of Technological universities will be advanced in tandem
with the designation process as part of the work which is underway on implementing the higher
education strategy.

Pupil-Teacher Ratio

168. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ratio of
students to teaching staff in each year for the past five years at third level; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36297/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am informed by the Higher
Education Authority that the ratio of students to teaching staff at third level in the past five
years was as follows: 2007/08 ratio 16.2:1. 2008/09 ratio 16:1 2009/10 ratio 17.6:1 2010/11 ratio
18.4:1 2011/12 ratio 18.6:1. The increase in the ratio since 2008/09 reflects increased enrolments
across the sector and the reduction in numbers employed in line with the Government policy
on reducing public sector numbers generally.

Schools Building Projects

169. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount
given for minor works grants in schools in each year for the past five years. [36298/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): All Primary schools with full recog-
nition received the Minor Works Grant for the five school years from 2007/2008 to 2011/2012.
Each school received a basic grant of €5,500 plus €18.50 per mainstream pupil and €74 per
special needs pupil in respect of each school year. The amounts that issued to schools on a
calendar year basis are as follows:

Year €m

2011 28.232

2010 28.169

2009 29.161

2008 26.696

2007 27.583

Departmental Programmes

170. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of places that have been made available under the springboard programme to date; the total
number of students who have completed courses under the springboard programme to date;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36299/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Over 5,000 people took up places
Springboard 2011 of which 3,500 are now graduating with qualifications relevant to employment
in areas such as ICT, medical devices, biopharma, green economy and financial services. A
further 6,000 places on 220 programmes ranging from certificate to masters degree level opened
for applications in May 2012.

Further information on Springboard courses is available at the dedicated information and
applications website: www.springboardcourses.ie. Information and advice is also available to
prospective students at the Springboard freephone guidance service on 1800 303 523.

Apprenticeship Programmes

171. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total
number of redundant apprentices who have completed their apprenticeship as part of the
redundant apprentice replacement scheme since the scheme’s establishment; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36300/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I
understand that the FÁS Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme was introduced in 2010 to
provide support to redundant apprentices to complete their on-the-job training with assess-
ments at Phases 3,5 and 7 of their 4 year apprenticeship programme with a FÁS approved
employer.

The minimum duration for each on-the-job phase is 26 weeks for Phase 3 and Phase 5 with
12 weeks for Phase 7.

The number of redundant apprentices who have progressed in their apprenticeships and have
successfully completed all Phases 1 to 7 (and have been awarded the FETAC Level 6 Advanced
Certificate Craft) is 812 at 17th July, 2012.

The number of redundant apprentices who have successfully completed all Phases and who
are to be submitted to FETAC in the next certification period is 48, at 17th July, 2012.

Third Level Funding

172. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress
to date on carrying out a study into the sustainability of funding at third level; when this will
be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36301/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): At my request the Higher Edu-
cation Authority (HEA) completed an initial study late last year on sustainability of the current
funding system for higher education. The report outlines the scale of recent reductions in
funding and growth in student numbers, and provides some evidence on the possible impacts
of this on quality of provision. However, the HEA has emphasised that the report is preliminary
only and that substantial additional work now needs to be undertaken before comprehensive
proposals as to how we can sustainably fund higher education into the future can be developed.
The HEA is continuing its work in this area and further advice is expected later this year.

School Curriculum

173. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress
to date in carrying out junior certificate reform; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36302/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for Curricu-
lum and Assessment provided its advice to me on Junior Cycle Reform in late 2011. Since then,
consideration has been ongoing in relation to the implementation of reform.

Reform will be introduced on a phased basis. There will be a combination of curriculum
components including subjects and short courses. Schools will also have the option of providing
locally developed short courses of 100 hours, supported by exemplars developed by the NCCA.
The NCCA is also preparing some short courses.

174. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress
to date in carrying out Leaving Certificate reform; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36303/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My key priority in second level
education is the reform of the Junior Cycle. I am aware that reform is also required in senior
cycle. In this context, curriculum and assessment reform is well advanced in a number of senior
cycle subject areas. Project Maths has been introduced to all schools now and the first examin-
ation incorporating Project Maths for the Leaving Certificate took place in June of this year.
The roll out will continue to be reviewed and adjusted over the next few years, as necessary.
As part of this process, a joint NCCA/HEA conference on Mathematics education in Ireland
will bring together Irish and international experts in the field. This conference will take place
in the Autumn. June 2012 also saw the first examinations in Leaving Certificate Gaeilge under
the new assessment arrangements, where 40% of the marks awarded are allocated to oral
language skills.

Work is also progressing in relation to the development of key skills across the curriculum
as well as in the following subjects — biology, chemistry and physics. A review of the four
modern languages, French, German, Italian and Spanish is well underway and will be the
subject of consultation this coming Autumn.

As well as the work on senior cycle curriculum and assessment reform, a number of other
areas are being progressed that relate directly to the transition from second to third level
education. These areas of work arose from the very successful joint HEA/NCCA conference
last September and include:

• a review of predictability in the Leaving Certificate examination,

• consideration of the current 14 point grading system for Leaving Certificate subjects,
with a view to changing to an 8 point grading system,

• research into the viability, and potential benefits and consequences, of including Math-
ematics and/or English in the prepared in calculation of points for all courses.

Educational Disadvantage

175. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the
new national literacy and numeracy strategy will be fully rolled out; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36304/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I published the National Strategy
to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young People 2011 to 2020 in July
2011. The Strategy contains 41 actions and almost 180 sub-actions across 6 key areas. A high
level implementation Advisory Group has been established to monitor the implementation of
the Strategy over its lifespan up until 2020.
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There has been significant progress in implementing the early actions of the Strategy and
work is ongoing on medium and longer term actions. Some of the key developments to date
are set out below:

• A team of literacy and numeracy advisors have been appointed to support teachers
and schools in implementing the Strategy and a national programme of professional
development for primary and second level teachers is under way.

• Programmes in literacy (including Irish) and mathematics accounted for almost half
of all attendance at summer courses in 2011. Further summer courses for teachers in
this area are being provided this summer.

• Proposals on revised entry standards for initial teacher education have been incorpor-
ated into the Teaching Council’s Initial Teacher Education: Criteria and Guidelines
for Programme Providers in relation to mathematics. There will be a consultation
process on this. The criteria also provide for an expansion of the primary Bachelor of
Education from 3 to 4 years, and for an expansion of the Professional Diploma in
Education to 2 years.

• Units on literacy and numeracy are in place within the National Teacher Induction
Programme for the 2011/12 school year.

• Circular 56/2011 issued to all primary schools asking them to:

• Increase the time spent on mathematics by 70 minutes per week,

• Increase the time spent on literacy by one hour per week,

• Introduce a third point of standardised testing in English reading and Mathematics,
so that pupils are tested at the end of 2nd, 4th and 6th class. Irish medium schools
are asked to also test students in Irish reading. Additional funding has been provided
to schools to support this.

• Report the results of the tests to parents as part of an overall standardised report
on their children’s learning,

• Report the results, in terms of the numbers scoring at particular percentile bands,
to the Department and the school board of management,

• Provide data on 6th class pupils’ progress to their second level school, once enrol-
ment has been accepted.

One of the aims of my Junior Cycle reform programme is to develop an approach to promote
the integrated development of literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum.

The National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy Among Children and Young
People contains initiatives and actions across a broad range of areas and across the time span
up to 2020. The Strategy focuses on achieving better literacy and numeracy outcomes for our
children and young people through the best use of the resources at our disposal. Many of the
approaches set out in the Strategy have no cost implications.

There will be additional costs for teacher education measures (both initial teacher education
and teacher upskilling), curricular change and new assessment measures. Costs relating to
lengthening of initial teacher education will be met from within the Higher Education Budget.
Part of the other costs will be met within existing resources from other areas of continuous
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professional development. Some additional curricular and assessment costs from 2014 will be
found within other areas of the Department’s Budget.

The full version of the strategy is available to download from www.education.ie.

School Staffing

176. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satis-
fied that only qualified registered teachers will be employed in approved teaching posts in
schools from September 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36305/12]

177. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has
satisfied that no retired teacher will be employed in approved teaching posts in schools from
September 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36306/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
176 and 177 together.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individ-
ual school authority, subject to procedures published under Section 24(3) of the Education
Act 1998.

Circular 31/2011, published in May 2011, details a cascade of measures for recruitment of
teachers, prioritising unemployed registered teachers over retired registered teachers and regis-
tered teachers over unregistered persons.

Schools at primary and post-primary level are required to maintain a list of appropriately
qualified registered teachers who notify the school that they are available for substitute teach-
ing at short notice. Where a substitute teacher is needed at short notice and advertising for the
position is not feasible, the school must contact a person on the list established by the school
or use a national service such as SubSearch or TextaSub.

Where these procedures are adhered to, an unregistered person should only be engaged for
a limited period of time in exceptional circumstances. The school remains under an obligation
to source an appropriately qualified and registered teacher at all times.

Each principal must report to his or her board of management on a regular basis on the fact
that a list of unemployed registered teachers is being maintained, and the circumstances in
which he or she has had to engage a registered teacher in receipt of a pension under a public
service pension scheme or an unregistered person.

Special Educational Needs

178. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide further details on the recently announced review of special needs education; what this
review will look at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36307/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education for
Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004 to advise me as Minister in relation
to any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.

It is my intention that the significant resources to support children with Special Educational
Needs are deployed to ensure the best possible outcomes for students.

I have therefore asked the NCSE to provide me with comprehensive advice on how the
educational system currently places and supports children with special educational needs in
schools. This advice will include:
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— the identification and assessment of children with special needs

— the nature of supports provided for children

— the way in which supports are allocated to schools and

— how these supports are configured.

The advice is expected early in 2013.

179. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is com-
mitted to fully protecting funding for special needs education in the years ahead; and if he will
provide further funding to meet increasing student numbers in the years ahead; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36308/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Firstly, I wish to reiterate this
Government’s commitment to the provision of resources for children with special educational
needs.

The Programme for Government sets out that education will be a priority for this Govern-
ment and that we will endeavour to protect and enhance the educational experience of children,
young people and students.

Approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department — some €1.3 billion — was
spent in support of children with Special Educational Needs in 2011. This provision is in line
with expenditure in 2010 and shows that despite the current economic difficulties, funding for
special education has not been cut.

This Government is committed to the protection of frontline services for pupils with special
educational needs: — 10,575 whole time equivalent (wte) Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts
are being provided for primary, post-primary and special schools for the coming school year in
order to support the care needs of pupils with disabilities:

— Approximately 9,950 learning support/resource teacher posts, including those pro-
vided under the General Allocation Model, are also being provided in primary and
post primary schools in order to provide additional teaching support to pupils with
special educational needs.

— Over 1,000 teachers are also being provided for in special schools providing teaching
to pupils with various disabilities at much reduced pupil: teacher ratios, for example
the autism PTR is 6:1 and the moderate general learning disability PTR is 8:1.

— Enhanced levels of school capitation are payable to most special schools and special
classes and special School Transport arrangements for pupils with disabilities are
provided at a cost of over €60m per year.

— Approximately €1.3m is also provided annually to schools for assistive technology
support.

— Early educational intervention is provided for children with autism from 21
2 years of

age. There are now 76 early intervention classes for children with autism attached to
mainstream schools that are funded by the Department. Funding is also provided
through the home tuition programme for children with autism aged from 21

2 years to
5 who are unable to access an early intervention class.
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— An extended school year is also currently available for pupils who have either a
severe/profound general learning disability or who have autism.

The continued commitment of this Government to special education provision, at a time when
savings are being required across a range of expenditure areas, will ensure that children with
special educational needs can continue to have access to educational facilities in line with
their requirements.

Whereas it is not possible to anticipate future budgetary decisions, my Government is com-
mitted to the protection of frontline services for pupils with special educational needs.

Departmental Bodies

180. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding the establishment of SOLAS; if legislation to establish the new authority will be
published before the end of 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36309/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): Fol-
lowing the Government Decision to create SOLAS, an Implementation Group was set up to
establish SOLAS, the objective of the Group is to drive the implementation process forward.

The Heads of a Bill for the establishment of SOLAS have been approved by Government
and referred to the Office of the Attorney General for drafting purposes. The Bill will, inter
alia, provide for the establishment of SOLAS and for the dissolution of FÁS. I expect to
publish this legislation in the Autumn session.

181. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total
number of times that the implementation body for the establishment of SOLAS has met since
it was established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36310/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): Fol-
lowing the Government Decision to create SOLAS, an Implementation Group was set up to
establish SOLAS. Its membership includes representatives from the Department of Education
and Skills, FÁS, the Irish Vocational Education Association, the Department of Social Protec-
tion, the Department of the Taoiseach, and a representative from the private training sector.
The objective of the Group is to drive the implementation process forward and it has met 13
times since it was established in August 2011.

Higher Education Grants

182. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide figures for the total number of students who qualified for a postgraduate maintenance
grant in each year for the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36311/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The total number of students that
qualified for a postgraduate maintenance grant for the last five years are outlined in the
attached table. The information contained in the table has been supplied to my Department by
the grant awarding authorities — local authorities and the Vocational Education Committees.

No. of Students who qualified for a postgraduate maintenance grant

2011/12 6,720*

2010/11 6,667

2009/10 6,417
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No. of Students who qualified for a postgraduate maintenance grant

2008/09 4,912

2007/08 5,321

*Provisional.

Higher Education Courses

183. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide figures for the total number of students who studied at postgraduate level in each year
for the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36312/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I attach a breakdown of the data
requested by the deputy. I am informed that the number of postgraduate enrolments has been
gradually increasing in HEA funded institutions over the last five years with an overall increase
of 26% between 2006/07 and 2010/11. There has however been a slight decrease in full-time
postgraduate enrolments (-1%) between 2009/10 and 2010/11. Part-time enrolments between
these years has remained stable.

Full-time and part-time postgraduate enrolments 2006/07 to 2010/11 HEA funded institutions

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 % change
2006/07 to

2010/11

Full-Time 17,789 18,807 20,700 22,419 21,880 19%

Part-Time 7,950* 10,973 11,242 12,801 12,860 38%

All enrolments 25,739* 29,780 31,942 35,220 34,740 26%

*No part-time data available for the Institutes of Technology 2006/07.

Value for Money Reviews

184. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
commit to publishing the value for money review of small schools by September 2012; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36313/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I committed to the House, I
will ensure publication of the report at the earliest possible date which I expect will be shortly
after the summer.

I have discussed the progress of the report with my officials and realise that it has not proved
possible to meet the original timeframe envisaged due to the amount of detailed technical work
involved. Nevertheless, this detailed technical work was necessary so that the review would
comprehensively explore the scope for possible alternative organisational approaches and iden-
tify the potential implications of any such arrangements for small schools. This is vital to
provide a sound evidence base for policy making.

Publication of the review report will help to inform our decision-making in relation to small
primary schools.

School Staffing

185. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total
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number of schools with less than 86 pupils who will lose one or more teachers in September
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36314/12]

186. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will list
those schools with less than 86 pupils who will lose one or more mainstream teachers in
September 2012; the number of mainstream teachers that each of these schools is set to lose;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36315/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
185 and 186 together.

73 small primary schools were originally due to lose a classroom teacher in September 2012
as a result of the budget measure to increase the relevant pupil thresholds. The Staffing Appeals
Board provisionally upheld appeals from 41 schools subject to confirmation that their actual
enrolments in September 2012 reach the required level. The breakdown of the remaining 32
schools is attached.

In these extremely challenging times, all public servants are being asked to deliver our public
services on a reduced level of resources and teachers in small schools cannot be immune from
this requirement. The final staffing position for all schools will ultimately not be known until
the Autumn. At that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals to the
Staffing Appeals Board will have been considered.

County Roll Number School Name and Address

Cavan 17630E Scoil Naomh Maodhóg, Baileboro, Co. Cavan

Clare 17633K Scoil Náisiúnta Eoin Baiste, Ballyvaughan

Cork 19978I Maultrahame Central N. S., Leap, Skibbereen, Co. Cork

Cork 17281F Togher NS, Dunmanway, Co. Cork

Donegal 16384K SN Arainn Mhor IIArainn Mhor, Co. Dhun na nGall

Donegal 16819T SN Gort a Choirce, Gort a Choirce, Co. Dhún na nGall

Donegal 18219F Scoil Chonaill, An Bun Beag, Leitir Ceanainn, Tír Chonaill

Donegal 16829W SN Loch An IubhairAnagaire, Leitir Ceanainn, Tir Chonaill

Donegal 20144M Gaelscoil Cois Feabhail, Carn na Gaírbhe, Bun an Phobail, Co.
Dhún na nGall

Galway 10591I Scoil na hAirde MoireCill Chiarain, Conamara

Galway 18113M Kilasolan N. S.Caltra, Ballinasloe

Galway 17760R SN Baile An Leasa, Dunmore, Tuam, Co. Galway

Galway 19283T Ballymacward Central, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway

Kerry 18756I Fibough N. S., Castlemaine, Co. Kerry

Kilkenny 14476F Wandesforde Mixed N S, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny

Laois 17557U St. Abban’s N. S., Killeen Maganey

Laois 18075H Rathdomhnaigh N S, Rathdowney, Co. Laois

Leitrim 17558W SN Rosan, Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim

Longford 14300O Killasonna N.S., Granard, Co. Longford

Longford 17724N Ballycloghan N. S. Carrickboy, Co. Longford

Mayo 14923E Keenagh N. S., Keenagh Ballina, Co. Mayo

Mayo 16295L SN Chorrain, Currane, Achill, Co. Mayo

Offaly 15638K Monasteroris N. S., Edenderry, Co. Offaly

Roscommon 18061T Scoil Mhuire, Ballyleague, Lanesboro, Co. Roscommon

Roscommon 14966W Kilteevan N S, Roscommon

Sligo 19688W Dromore West Central N. S., Dromore West, Sligo
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County Roll Number School Name and Address

Tipperary 17640H Sc Naisiunta Colman Naofa Terryglass Nenagh, Co. Tipperary

Tipperary 18322V Drom N. S., Drom Templemore, Co. Tipperary

Westmeath 18764H Ardnagrath N.S., Walderstown, Athlone, Co. Westmeath

Westmeath 01731U Ballynacargy Mixed NS, Ballynacargy, Co. Westmeath

Wexford 15883A Killegney N S, Killegney, Clonroche, Enniscorthy Co. Wexford

Wicklow 14829M Redcross 1 N SRedcross, Co. Wicklow

State Examinations

187. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of students who sat the higher level leaving certificate maths exam in 2012; the total number
who sat the higher level leaving certificate maths exam in 2011; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36316/12]

188. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of students who sat the higher level leaving certificate physics exam in 2012; the total number
who sat the higher level leaving certificate physics exam in 2011; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36317/12]

189. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of students who sat the higher level leaving certificate chemistry exam in 2012; the total number
who sat the higher level leaving certificate chemistry exam in 2011; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36318/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
187 to 189, inclusive, together.

The State Examinations Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters
relating to the certificate examinations.

I wish to inform the Deputy that statistics in relation to the Leaving Certificate examinations
(2000-2011) including the number of school leavers who completed the Leaving Certificate can
be downloaded from State Examinations Commission website:- www.examinations.ie/statistics.
Data on the 2012 examination and the number of entrants will not be available until mid-
august.

Book Rental Scheme

190. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of schools that have put in place book rental schemes in place in 2011/2012 compared to
2010/2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36319/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For the first time ever, my Depart-
ment undertook a survey of schools to establish the position regarding school book rental and
loan schemes for the school year 2011/12 and their plans to operate such a scheme for 2012/13.
This survey was completed in early 2012.

The 3300 primary and special schools nationwide were asked in their annual returns to my
Department if they operated a textbook or loan scheme in 2011/12 to enable pupils to rent or
borrow some or all of their main books. Approximately 99% of the schools responded and 2519
schools, which represents 76% of primary schools, stated that they operated such a scheme.
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The results at second level were not as conclusive, as only 44% of the 723 post-primary
schools responded to the question in a separate survey. The number of post-primary which had
a textbook rental scheme was 230.

My Department does not have the data available for the school year 2010/11, as requested
by the Deputy.

Schools Guidance Counsellors

191. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total
number of schools that will have a dedicated full time guidance counsellor in September 2012;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36320/12]

192. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total
number of schools whose guidance counsellor will return to subject teaching in September
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36321/12]

193. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of schools that are expected to offer one to one guidance counselling services from September
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36322/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
191 to 193, inclusive, together.

All schools must continue to provide guidance to their pupils however from the start of the
new school year guidance provision will be managed by schools from within their standard
staffing allocation. Circular 0009/2012 issued by my Department while informing post primary
school management and staff of the revised arrangements confirmed the requirement to
provide for guidance. This was in response to claims that schools would abandon guidance
provision altogether.

Teacher allocations to post primary schools for the coming school year have effectively been
settled at this stage and schools have autonomy on how best to prioritise their available
resources to meet the requirements in relation to guidance and the provision of an appropriate
range of subjects to students.

I am confident that schools will act in the best interest of students when determining precisely
how to use the teaching resources available to them.

Third Level Staff

194. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress
made to date in reducing the pay of those working in the third level sector who earn more
than €200,000; the number of third level staff earning more than €200,000 who volunteered to
take a pay cut since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36323/12]

195. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of university heads who have volunteered to take a pay cut since March 2011; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36324/12]

197. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount
that the head of each university in Ireland earns; if he will list all expenses that they are
currently entitled to; if he will list all allowances that they are entitled to; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36326/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
194, 195 and 197 together.

Since becoming Minister I have written to the Chairpersons of University Governing Bodies
requesting them to ask all relevant individuals, including Presidents, who earn in excess of
€200,000, to make voluntary waivers of salary. While two individuals, one of whom is a univer-
sity Head, have agreed to make personal arrangements with their employer regarding a
deduction of the amount of salary over €200,000, there have been no voluntary waivers made
for the benefit of the State.

I cannot enforce a voluntary waiver nor can I insist that a waiver, if made, follows any
particular format. For example, if an employee chooses to waive a portion of his/her salary in
favour of a charity or their employer they are free to do so.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government has decided that a salary ceiling of €200,000
will apply to future appointments to senior positions across the Public Service.

The current approved total remuneration in respect of each university Head is as follows:

— Trinity College, Dublin: €201,492.

— University College, Dublin: €202,118.

— University College, Cork: €232,151.

— NUI, Galway: €202,118.

— Dublin City University: €193,843.

— NUI, Maynooth: €189,474.

— University of Limerick: €193,843.

Heads of universities are not entitled to allowances or other additional remuneration apart
from reasonable vouched expenses, e.g. travelling and subsistence, incurred in the performance
of their duties.

Departmental Expenditure

196. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will list
all savings he has sought in the third level sector separate to savings achieved as part of Budget
2012 and under the Croke Park Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36325/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The reality of the economic
situation and the public expenditure corrections which must be made in the coming years
present challenges across all areas of public expenditure, including higher education. The fund-
ing of our higher education sector is addressed as part of the budgetary process each year.

The Government is committed to driving reforms to radically reduce costs across the public
service whilst improving service and strengthening the fiscal position of the economy. In order
to drive this agenda, last November, my colleague Brendan Howlin announced a number of
important initiatives for the reform of the Public Service including a comprehensive Public
Service Reform Plan which includes actions across fourteen key areas.

The Higher Education sector in particular has a strong track record in establishing shared
services and some of these are now well established brands — including HEAnet and the CAO.
There are a number of projects underway in the sector including the increased use of aggre-
gated and shared procurement which are delivering savings for the institutions.
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My Department is continuing to work with the higher education sector and the wider edu-
cation sector to achieve savings including through the implementation of shared service
arrangements.

The National Strategy for Higher Education, published in 2011, provides the blueprint for
developing a more coherent and efficient higher education system in Ireland. The Strategy
envisages the development of institutional mergers and regional collaborative clusters which
will see the delivery of significant efficiencies in terms of programme delivery, quality enhance-
ment and cost savings. The implementation of the Strategy recommendations is ongoing. The
landscape documentation published by the HEA on 13th February includes guidelines for
regional clusters and criteria for institutional mergers in the institute of technology sector and
is available on www.hea.ie.

It is essential that we balance the need for sustainable growth in higher education with the
need to protect the reputation and quality of our institutions and graduates, if Ireland is to
continue to attract investment and encourage economic growth and job creation.

Question No. 197 answered with Question No. 194.

Third Level Staff

198. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount
in expenses that the head of each university here claimed in each year for the past five years
in addition to their salaries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36327/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by the
Deputy is not readily available in my Department. Officials of my Department have asked the
Higher Education Authority to contact each university seeking a response and I will forward
the available data to you as soon as possible.

Freedom of Information

199. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of Freedom of Information requests which he has received since March 2011; the date that
they were received by him; the number that have been responded within the necessary time-
frame; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36328/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The attached table gives details of
the Freedom of Information Requests received by my Department since March 2011. This
information is divided between Personal and non-Personal requests. For the Deputy’s infor-
mation, the final cut-off date for late applications to the Redress Board was 17th September
2011. This resulted in a significant increase in the number of personal requests received by my
Department. The Residential Institutions Redress Amendment Act 2011 removed the Board’s
power to accept late applications received on or after the 17th September, 2011. By that date
the Board had received 2,766 late applications for consideration resulting in a backlog of appli-
cations to the Redress Unit under the Freedom of Information Act. A dedicated team within
my Department deals with these applications.
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Personal

2011 Non-Personal Total
Received

RIRU/Special Education Other Personal
Requests Requests

Month No. Necessary No. Necessary No. Necessary
Received Timeframe Received Timeframe Received Timeframe

March 43 Due to the volume 3 3 22 21 68
of requestsApril 79 — — 13 13 92
received, and the

May 45 2 2 10 9 57nature of the
searches involved,June 50 1 1 10 10 61
the majority of

July 39 2 2 13 13 54the personal
August 145 requests were not 3 3 10 10 158

answered withinSeptember 255 6 6 9 9 270
the timeframe.

October 127 1 1 9 6 137

November 93 5 5 10 10 108

December 51 3 3 8 5 62

Total 927 26 114 1,067

Vocational Education Committees

200. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will seek
further information from County Cork Vocational Education Committee regarding allegations
made by a former employee (details supplied) which are not linked to a court action; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36346/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): On foot of a request from the
Committee of Public Accounts for a note in relation to allegations made by the former
employee referred to by the Deputy, my Department requested a note from Co. Cork VEC
on the matters raised along with appropriate follow up action to resolve each of the matters.

Co. Cork VEC replied on 23rd April last advising that the former employee concerned is
involved in two High Court Proceedings against Co. Cork VEC and that as a result the VEC
is not in a position to provide a note at this time. On foot of this letter, my Department
compiled a list of the complaints contained in the correspondence from the former employee
concerned. The list contains 32 complaints and has been agreed by the former employee as
being an accurate summary of the complaints.

On 15th May last, my Department forwarded the list of complaints to the Acting CEO of
Co. Cork VEC with a request for the VEC to advise which of the complaints on the list were
the subject of legal proceedings and to provide a note on, and to take appropriate action to
resolve each of the other complaints. On 24th May last, the Acting CEO replied advising that
Co. Cork VEC is “not in a position to or indeed willing to readdress the issues outlined.” The
letter briefly set out the history in relation to nine of the complaints which the former employee
pursued through the Equality Tribunal and the Labour Court, but didn’t identify the complaints
concerned. The letter enclosed two letters sent in April 2008 from my Department to the
former employee regarding a complaint in relation to her application for a teaching post.
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On 15th June last, the Acting CEO advised my Department that the former employee has
lodged a Notice of Appeal to the Supreme Court against the High Court judgement dated 11th
May 2012. The Acting CEO also advised that the former employee has lodged a separate
appeal against a decision by the Circuit Court not to transfer a claim by her for damages to
the High Court. The Acting CEO also stated that she considered that it would be inappropriate
for her to comment further in view of the pending Court Proceedings. In the circumstances,
my Department is not in a position at this time to pursue further enquiries in relation to this
matter with Co. Cork VEC. My Department will, of course, cooperate fully with any request
for assistance from the Committee of Public Accounts, any other Oireachtas Committee or
from the Comptroller and Auditor General in their enquiries into this matter.

Special Educational Needs

201. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the policy
change came into force which now prohibits qualified parents from providing July provision
for their children; the reason behind this decision; the reason a person (details supplied) did
not receive adequate notice of this change; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36371/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The July Education Programme is
available to all special schools and mainstream primary schools with special classes catering for
children with autism who choose to extend their education services through the month of July.
My Department also provides for a July Programme for pupils with a severe/profound general
learning disability.

Where school based provision is not feasible, home based provision may be grant aided in
cases where parents have to source and fund a qualified teacher to undertake the tuition. The
cost of home based tuition is then reimbursed to the parents by my Department.

It has never been an expressed feature of this scheme that parents of a qualifying child,
whether they are qualified teachers or otherwise, would qualify to act as the tutor for the
purposes of this scheme. The expectation that parents should source a third party tutor is clear
from the terms and conditions provided to applicants.

This year, my Department has, for clarification purposes, restated the requirement to source
a teacher to deliver the home based provision. In exceptional circumstances where parents
have exhausted all other options to secure a qualified teacher, approval may be considered.
Requests for such exceptions have been considered by my officials on a case by case basis.

My Department has taken these steps, this year, to ensure that the scheme is managed
prudently and effectively. An important feature of the scheme is the Department’s ability to
satisfy itself that the tuition has been delivered in line with the conditions of the scheme and
that the substantial grants paid are used for the intended purpose. This can only be fully
achieved by parents verifying that the tuition was delivered and by teachers verifying that they
received the payments.

With regard to the case referred to by the Deputy, the parent in question was advised in
mid-June of the need to attempt to source a qualified teacher to undertake the tuition in July.

However, as an exceptional matter, my officials included approval for her to act as tutor in
the event that she was unsuccessful in her endeavours in this regard.

School Services Staff

202. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his position on the
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decision of his Department not to facilitate new job-sharing arrangements for special needs
assistants for 2012/13 when there has always been a precedent to facilitate same; the reasons
schools were not informed of this change; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36372/12]

203. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when will an agreed
scheme and circular be in place in relation to job-sharing arrangements for special needs assist-
ants; if the decision not to facilitate new job-sharing arrangements for SNAs for 2012/13 dis-
criminates against SNAs looking to avail of a new job-sharing arrangement while at the same
time existing job-share arrangements can continue without any circular and agreement in place;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36373/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
202 and 203 together.

At present there is no agreed job-sharing scheme for Special Needs Assistants. Discussions
have commenced between my Department, representatives of SNAs and school management
bodies in relation to arriving at an agreed job-sharing scheme. It is hoped to finalise these
discussions early in the new school year and publish the new scheme shortly after that.

Schools Refurbishment

204. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding the emergency works grant application for a school (details supplied) in County
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36434/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by the
Deputy submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works
Scheme for a roof replacement in 2010. This application was refused as the scope of works for
which funding was sought was outside the terms of the scheme.

This decision has been the subject of two appeals and the school authority have been
informed that the project remained outside the scope of the scheme.

School Transport

205. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the fees payable for
people to travel using school bus transport and the dates at which these amounts are payable
compared with the rates and dates that applied in the last academic year; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36472/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): The
charge for children who are eligible for school transport under the terms of my Department’s
Primary School Transport Scheme will be €100 per annum for the 2012/13 school year; the
charge for children availing of transport on a concessionary basis will also be €100 per annum
for the next school year.

The corresponding charges for the last school year were €50 and €200 respectively. As the
Deputy will note, the current Government has actually reduced the costs for concessionary
school transport. This will make it more affordable than the rates for the 2011/12 school year
which, the Deputy will recall, were set by the previous Fianna Fail — Green Party government
in the December 2010 budget.
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The maximum family charge for children availing of school transport to a primary school is
€220 per annum.

The charge for children who are eligible for school transport under the terms of my Depart-
ment’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme remains at €350 per annum for the 2012/13
school year; the charge for children availing of transport on a concessionary basis will also
remain at €350 per annum for the next school year.

The overall family maximum for children availing of school transport services remains at
€650 per annum. Eligible children with valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from
these charges. As with last year, charges may be paid in two instalments in July and December.

206. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider
introducing a reduction in school transport charges (details supplied) for persons who have two
children attending national schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36473/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): One
of the main objectives of the School Transport Scheme is to ensure that, as far as possible,
eligible children have a reasonable level of service while at the same time, ensuring that school
transport vehicles are fully utilised in an efficient and cost effective manner.

In this regard, Bus Éireann generally plan and timetable school transport services for children
who are in attendance for the full school day. Children in infant classes may have a school day
that is one hour shorter than the length of the normal school day. This is a concession in the
interests of young children and allows for a perceived inability on their part to sustain the work
of the full day. It is a matter for the Board of Management of a particular school to decide
whether the concession should be applied in the case of the school or not. It is also a matter
for the managerial authorities to arrange adequate supervision for children while they are on
the school premises.

The annual charge for school transport is a contribution towards the overall cost and does
not reflect the true cost of providing these services.

207. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of
students who are entering primary education and second level education in September 2012
and are not being granted the school bus pass to take them to the school of their choice in
County Laois, which in many cases was the traditional school to which school transport was
provided from their area; if he will provide the locations where these issues have arisen due to
the changes in the rules for school transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36478/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
Changes to my Department’s Primary and Post Primary School Transport Schemes, for 2012/13
school year, mean that eligibility for school transport will be confined to those children who
meet the distance eligibility criterion and are attending their nearest school, having regard to
ethos and language.

Existing eligible children who may not be attending their nearest school will retain their
eligibility for school transport until they complete their Primary or Post Primary education
cycle provided there are no changes to their current circumstances.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for school transport on a con-
cessionary basis subject to a number of terms and conditions which are detailed in the scheme.
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The level of information sought by the Deputy in relation to County Laois is not readily
available at this time.

School Accommodation

208. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an
update on the inventory school accommodation available to his Department to inform its dis-
cussions in relation to the school building programme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36481/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware on
12 June last I announced that the Pilot Study on School Accommodation was to commence. I
confirmed that tenders were then being invited to undertake inventories of school accom-
modation in five pilot areas across the country. The closing date for receipt of tenders is 23
July, 2012.

These pilot exercises will enable my Department to identify the best and most cost efficient
way to gather the information and to establish which data is most valuable and applicable in
future planning terms. My Department will draw on the experience in the initial five pilot areas
to inform the approach to developing a national inventory of school infrastructure.

Book Rental Scheme

209. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide, in tabular form, the list of schools broken down by county which have a book rental
scheme in place; the year that those book rental schemes were put in place; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36488/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department undertook a sur-
vey of schools to establish the position regarding school book rental and loan schemes for the
school year 2011/12. This survey was completed in early 2012.

The 3300 primary and special schools nationwide were asked in their annual returns to my
Department if they operated a textbook or loan scheme in 2011/12 to enable pupils to rent or
borrow some or all of their main books. Approximately 99% of the schools responded and 2519
schools, which represents 76% of primary schools, stated that they operated such a scheme. The
results at second level were not as conclusive, as only 44% of the 723 post-primary schools
responded to the question in a separate survey. The number of post-primary schools which had
a textbook rental scheme was 230.

My Department does not have the information on when the schools established their book
rental schemes.

The following spreadsheets contain the information requested by the Deputy of schools that
have a book rental scheme in place.

Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
Scheme In

2011/12

18510W St Patrick’s National School Ballymurphy, Borris, Co. Carlow Yes

17756D Ballinabranna Mxd N S Milford, Co. Carlow Yes

17796P Our Lady’s National School Nurney, Carlow, Co. Carlow Yes

17481N St Brendans N S Drummond, St Mullins, Kilkenny Yes
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Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
Scheme In

2011/12

17514C S N Cluain Na Gall Clonegal, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

18363M S N Muire Gan Smal Green Lane, Carlow Yes

17501Q Bennekerry National School Bennekerry, Co. Carlow Yes

18183K Queen Of Universe N S Muinebheag, Co. Carlow Yes

18024N Scoil Muire Gan Smal Ard Aitinn, Co Ceatharlach Yes

18090D S N Cill Damhain Cill Damhain, Inis Corthaigh, Co Loch Gorman Yes

18609S S N Fiontain Naofa Rathmore, Tullow, Co. Carlow Yes

17053P Bishop Foley Memorial Station Road, Co. Carlow Yes
School

17096K S N Nmh Fhingin Garryhill, Muinebheag, Co. Carlow Yes

17663T St Patricks N S Rathvilly, Co. Carlow Yes

18424G Scoil Nais Iosef Naofa Carlow, Co. Carlow Yes

13507I S N Muire Lourdes Tullow, Co. Carlow Yes

13607M St Columbas N S Tullow, Co. Carlow Yes

14837L S N Peadar Agus Pol Ballon, Co. Carlow Yes

11135K St Marys N S Muinebeag, Co. Carlow Yes

00651R Borris Mxd N S Borris, Co. Carlow Yes

04077I Scoil Nais Bhride Grange, Tullow, Co. Carlow Yes

16080N S N Phadraig Naofa Patrician Brothers, Tullow, Co. Carlow Yes

13105L St Bridgets Monastery Muinebeag, Co. Carlow Yes

19958C S.N. Naomh Fhiach Graiguecullen, Co. Carlow Yes

19784S St Laserians Mxd Ns Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow Yes

02124E Scoil Nais Molaise Old Leighlin, Via Bilboa, Co. Carlow Yes

01415K Rathoe Ns Rathoe, Co. Carlow Yes

19811S S N Eoghan Ui Thuairisc Bothar Phollerton, Carlow Yes

01215C Newtown Dunleckney Mxd Muinebeag, Co. Carlow Yes

00977B Ballyconnell N S Ballyconnell, Tullow, Co. Carlow Yes

01116A Baile An Chuilinn N S Muinebeag, Co. Carlow Yes

19478L Holy Family Girls N S Askea, Carlow, Co. Carlow Yes

18518P S N Corr Lorgan Cabhan, Co. Cavan Yes

19326L Butlersbridge Ns Cavan, Co. Cavan Yes

17326B S N Naomh Feidhlim Cavan, Co. Cavan Yes

19363R Mullahoran Central N S Kilcogy, Via Longford, Co. Cavan Yes

17601U S N Doire Na Ceise An Mhuinchille, Co. Cavan Yes

18857O S N Carraig A Bruis Virginia, Co. Cavan Yes

17440W S N Naomh Maodhog Cill Na Bheart, Beal Atha Conaill, Co. Cavan Yes

18346M S N Greach Rathain Beal Tairbeirt, Co. Cavan Yes

18355N Knocknagilla N S An Sraith Doimhin, Co. Cavan Yes

18340A S N Padraig Lios Bo Duibhe, An Mhuinchille, Co. Cavan Yes

17479D Scoil Mhuire Lacken, Ballinagh, Co. Cavan Yes

17990l S N Drom Cnamh Drom Cnamh, Co. Cavan Yes

18393V S N Cillin Cros Riabhach, Mullach, Ceannanus Mor Yes

16390f Scoil Bhride Killshandra, Co. Cavan Yes

16520p St Mary’s N.S. Drung, Ballyhaise, Co. Cavan Yes

17531C Baile Na Mona Bailieboro, Co. Cavan Yes

17240o S N Tamhnach Dhuibh Bailieboro, Co. Cavan Yes

18059J Bailieboro N S Bailieboro, Co. Cavan Yes
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Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
Scheme In

2011/12

16921K S N Beal Atha Na Neach Ballinagh, Co. Cavan Yes

18833a S N Lathrach Lathrach, Sraith An Domhain, Co An Chabhain Yes

16959M S N Corrabha Glangevlin N S, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

18127A S N Mhuire Belturbet, Co. Cavan Yes

17625L Cnoc An Teampaill Virginia, Co. Cavan Yes

06998Q St Patrick’s Ns Corlough, Belturbet Post Office, Co. Leitrim Yes

15452T Kildallon N S Ardlougher, Belturbet, Co. Cavan Yes

16767D Coronea N S Arva, Co. Cavan Yes

12713G Corratober N S Arva, Co. Cavan Yes

15502I Killinkere N S Virginia, Co. Cavan Yes

14732U Scoil Bhride Mountnugent, Co. Cavan Yes

05627W Bailieboro Model N S Bailieboro, Co. Cavan Yes

11205F Killeshandra National Killeshandra, Co. Cavan Yes
School ( C Of

11409V Ballyconell Central N S Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan Yes

11517B Cavan 1 N S Cavan, Co. Cavan Yes

16316Q St Marys N S Arva, Co. Cavan Yes

14073G Castletara N S Ballyhaise, Co. Cavan Yes

12099O Billis N S New Inn, Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan Yes

14211P S N Lathrach 2 Kingscourt, Co. Cavan Yes

08143P S N Mhuire Muileann Larainn, Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan Yes

12312L Darley N S Cootehill, Co. Cavan Yes

14320u Corlea N S Kingscourt, Co. Cavan Yes

16057S Convent Of Mercy N S Belturbet, Co. Cavan Yes

16083T Virginia Mxd N S Virginia, Co. Cavan Yes

14399N Killygarry N S Killygarry, Co. Cavan Yes

08453H S N Cruabanai Cruabanai, Co. Cavan Yes

08490N St Clares Primary School Cavan, Co. Cavan Yes

13203L St Patricks Mxd N S Gowna, Co. Cavan Yes

15120r Killyconnan N S Stradone, Co. Cavan Yes

13271f Fairgreen N S Belturbet, Co. Cavan Yes

19378H Ballynarry N S Ballyheelan, Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan Yes

20134J St Michaels N. S. Stradone, Cavan, Co. Cavan Yes

19983B St Clares Ns Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan Yes

19418Q Castlerahan Central Ns Castlerahan, Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan Yes

20277I St Michaels National School Cootehill, Co. Cavan Yes

19202Q Drumkilly Ns Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan Yes

20026G Gaelscoil Bhreifne Halla Na Ngaŝ‡ga, B̂‡thar An Iarnr̂‡id, An Ĉ¡bĥ¡n Yes

19285A Kill N S Cootehill, Co. Cavan Yes

01356U Kilnaleck Mixed N S Kilnaleck, Co. Cavan Yes

20172R St Josephs N S Kingscourt, Co. Cavan Yes

19322D Kilmore Central N S Kilmore Central N S, Kilmore, Co. Cavan Yes

19432K Crosskeys Central N S Crosskeys, Co. Cavan Yes

19871N St Patricks N S Killinagh, Blacklioń Via Sligo, Co. Cavan Yes

19608V St Killians N S Mullagh, Co. Cavan Yes

19527V Cabra Central N S Cabra, Kingscourt, Co. Cavan Yes
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Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
Scheme In

2011/12

19679V S N Aodhain Naofa An Babhun Bui, Beal Tairbirt, Co An Chabhain Yes

19921C Drung No 2 Ns Drung, Co. Cavan Yes

19568M St Patricks Bruskey Carrigans Po, Ballinagh, Co. Cavan Yes

19596R Crosserlough N S Crosserlough, Co. Cavan Yes

18526O Ballycar N S Newmarket On Fergus, Co. Clare Yes

18227E Scoil Mhuire Naisiunta CoráΛ Finne, Co An Chlair Yes

19338S Flagmount Central Ns Flagmount Central Ns, Flagmount, Caher Yes

17801F S N Na Maighdine Muire Broadford, Co. Clare Yes

17832Q Kilnaboy N S Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

18846J An Daingin Tulla, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

17816S Cooraclare B N S Cill Rois, Co. Clare Yes

17847G S N Aibhistin Naofa Cill Seanaigh, Inis, Co An Chlair Yes

18950e S N Droiman Dudhaire Caher, Via Limerick, Co. Clare Yes

18339P Sn Iosef Naofa An Mhaigh, Leacht Ui Chonchubhair, Inis Yes

18359V S N Cuan Cill Beathach, Inis, Co. Clare Yes

18168O S N An Chrioch An Chrioch, Co An Chlair Yes

18190h S N Cronain Nfa An Carn Inis, Co. Clare Yes

17517I Doolin Mixed N S Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

17563P Ogonnelloe National School Ogonnelloe, Tuamgraney, Scariff Yes

18032M S N Cluain Muinge Clonmoney, Newmarket-On-Fergus, Co. Clare Yes

18540i Cluain Draigneach Cluain Draighneach, Lios Ui Chatasai, Inis Yes

18565B S N Ma Sheasta Moyasta, Co. Clare Yes

17246D S N Cluain An Atha Eidhneach, Inis, Co. Clare Yes

18739I Shannon Airport 1 N S Shannon Airport, Co. Clare Yes

18740q Shannon Airport No 2 Ns Shannon Airport, Co. Clare Yes

18768P Forgleann N S Forgleann, Leacht Ui Chonchuir, Co An Chlair Yes

16930l Scoil An Sraith́Λ S N Tulach Brach, Cill Rois, Co An Chlair Yes

18109V S N Inis Cealtrach Mountshannon, Co. Clare, Via Limerick Yes

16946D Sn An Phairtin Mixed Parteen, Co. Limerick Yes

18624O Mercy Convent Killaloe Killaloe, Co. Clare Yes

17020A Quilty Ns Quilty, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

17026M Clarecastle National School Inis, Co. Clare Yes

17898A S N Iosep Naofa Broadford, Via Limerick, Co. Clare Yes

18630j Carrigaholt Mixed N S Carrigaholt, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

18639E S N Baile Na Cailli Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

18696Q S N Dubh Rath Caislean An Chlar, Co. Clare Yes

17687K S N Tulach Cruinn Cill Ruis, Co. Clare Yes

17957N Ennis Convent Inf N S Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

18720k Miltown Malbay B N S Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare Yes

13478E Droimdiogach N S Killmurry Mc Mahon, Co. Clare Yes

15327Q Cahermurphy N S Kilmihil, Co. Clare Yes

15350l Stonehall N S Newmarket On Fergus, Co. Clare Yes

07315N Holy Family Snr Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

12633I Coolmeen N S Kilmurray Mcmahon, Kilrush, Co. Clare Yes

14571W Tomgraney N S Tomgraney, Limerick Yes

14757N S N Mhainistir Chuinche Quin, Co. Clare Yes

05253H O Callaghans Mills N S O Callaghans Mills, Co. Clare Yes
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10886E Tubber N S Tubber, Co. Clare Yes

14622N Eidhneach N S Inis, Co. Clare Yes

11234M Clohanbeg N S Cree, Kilrush, Co. Clare Yes

13730l Clohanes N S Mullach, Co. Clare Yes

13804O S N Na Crannaighe Crannach, Cill Rois, Co. Clare Yes

13870e Kilkishen N S Sn Muire Na D Chomhairl, CilĺΛ Chisin, Ennis Yes

13826B Kilmihil N.S. Kilmihil, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

03898U Toonagh N S Toonagh, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

03928D Mullach N S Mullach, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

11714D Bansha N S Kilkee, Co. Clare Yes

13942D S N Cill Muire Inis, Co. Clare Yes

04919H Cratloe N S Cratloe, Co. Clare Yes

15981A Lakyle N S Whitegate Via Limerick, Co. Clare Yes

08241P Scropul N S Mullagh, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

12848G Doonaha N S Kilkee, Co. Clare Yes

14468G Kilmaley N S Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

13625O Kilnamona N S Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

09390o Rockmount Mixed N S Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare Yes

09425H Rineen N S Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare Yes

15042A Ennis N S Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

13418J Ballyea Mixed N S SńΛ Baile Aodha, Darragh, Ennis Yes

13351D Clonigulane N S Kilmihil, Kilrush, Co. Clare Yes

15221A Annagh N S Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare Yes

15279I Clooney N S Clooney Ns, Tulla, Ennis Yes

15301V Kildysart N S Ennis Road, Kildysart, Co. Clare Yes

19366A Scariff Central N S Scariff, Co. Clare Yes

19698C St Aidans Ns Smithstown, Shannon, Co. Clare Yes

19700j Lisdoonvarna N S Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare Yes

19386G Labasheeda Central N S Labasheeda, Co. Clare Yes

20127M Scoil Na Maighdine Mhuire Cora Chaithlin, Inis, Co An Chlair Yes

20245S Ennistymon National Ennistymon, Co. Clare Yes
School

20313J Mol An Oige Ennistoymon, Clare Yes

02439G S N Mhuire Feakle, Co. Clare Yes

18327I S N Cnoc Doire Cooraclare, Kilrush, Co. Clare Yes

19043W New Quay Ns Burren, Co. Clare, Via Galway Yes

19274S St Conaires Ns Shannon, Co. Clare Yes

19838P Gael Sc Mhichil Chiosog Inis, Co An Chlair Yes

19999Q Gaelscoil Ui Choimin An T-Ionad Oige, Cill Rois, Co An Chlair Yes

20041C Convent Of Mercy National Kilrush, Co. Clare Yes
School

19551S Inchicronan Central Ns Crusheen, Co. Clare Yes

19552U Naomh Tola Shannon, Co. Clare Yes

20086B Ennis Educate Together Ns Gort Road, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes

20075T St Mochullas N.S. Ennis Road, Tulla, Co. Clare Yes

19559L Chriost Ri Cloughleigh, Ennis, Co. Clare Yes
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18253F Scoil Naomh Caitriona Model Farm Road, Corcaigh Yes

18292P Gaelscoil An Teaghlaigh Baile Feithean, Co. Chorcai Yes
Naofa

19000e S N An Spioraid Naomh C Curraheen Rd., Bishopstown, Cork Yes

17993R Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal B Glasheen, Cork Yes

18356P S N Barra Naofa Scoil Bharra, Sraid Gillabbey, Corcaigh Yes

18154D S N Padraig Naofa Dillons Cross, Cork Yes

18563U Scoil Naomh Brid C Eglantine House, Ballinlough, Cork Yes

18786R Scoil Iosagain Farranree, Cork Yes

18587L Scoil Mhuire Banrion Mayfield, Cork Yes

17313P Our Lady Of Lourdes Ballinlough, Cork Yes

18153B S N Padraig Naofa C Dillons Cross, Cork Yes

17024I Scoil Na Croise Naofa Mahon, Cork Yes

17045Q St Patricks B N S Ballyhooley Road, Cork Yes

17105I Muire Gan Smal C Glasheen, Cork Yes

18734V Realt Na Maidine Ballyphehane, Cork Yes

18217B Scoil Padre Pio N S Churchfield, Cork City Yes

16680o Scoil Colmcille Blarney St., Cork Yes

12473M Greenmount Monastery Ns Scoil Muire Na Ngras, Greenmount, Co. Cork Yes

05940D Scoil Ursula Blackrock, Co. Cork Yes

13980l S N B Togher Cork Togher, Cork Yes

14000c Scoil Naomh Mhuire N Mhuire An Oileain, Bishop Street, Cork Yes

12203G S N Naomh Antaine Ballinlough, Cork Yes

14198D Naomh Eoin Easpal, Co. Cork Yes
Mayfield

13648D St Lukes Mxd N S Mahonys Ave, Cork Yes

13696O St Vincents Convent N S St Marys Road, Cork Yes

19588S Scoil Naomh Therese Bishopstown, Cork Yes

19714U Mhuire Ar Chnoc Haoine Knocknaheeny, Cork Yes

20106E Scoil Nioclais Frankfield, Grange, Cork Yes

19426P S N Mharcuis B An Gleann, Corcaigh Yes

19427R S N Bhreanndain C An Ghleann, Corcaigh Yes

20389T Scoil Maria Assumpta Ballyphehane, Cork Yes

20140e Scoil Mhuire Fatima North Monastery, Cork Yes

02707F Sundays Well G N S Cork, Co. Cork Yes

19232C S N Barra Naofa Cailini Beaumont, Cork Yes

01197D Strawberry Hill B N S Sundays Well, Cork Yes

19993E Gaelscoil An Ghoirt Alainn Aibhinne Murmont, Gort Alainn, Corcaigh Yes

19852J Gaelscoil Ui Riada Baile An Easpaig, Co. Chorcai Yes

19882S Scoil An Athair Tadhg O Duglas, Corcaigh Yes
Murchu

20038n Scoil Aiseiri Chriost Farranree, Cork. Yes

20036J North Presentation Primary Gerald Griffin Street, Cork City. Yes
School

19908K Gaelscoil Mhachan Carraig Dubh, Corcaigh Yes

19909M Gaelscoil Peig Sayers Unit 42 North Point Business Park, New Mallow Yes
Road, Corcaigh
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20077A Scoil An Spioraid Naomh Bishopstown, Cork Yes
(Boys)

18535P St. Johns Girls N S Ballea Rd., Carrigaline, Co. Cork Yes

17324U Scoil Naomh Breandan Cnoc An Chuilinn, An Rath Mhor, Co Chiarrai Yes

17338I S N Cill Bonain Atharlach, Co. Chorcai Yes

17362F S N Breandan Naofa Rathcool, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

17763A Rockchapel N S Rockchapel Ns, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

17754W S N Naomh Eoin B Ballincollig, Co. Cork Yes

17755B Scoil Naomh Mhuire C Ballincollig, Co. Cork Yes

17765E S N Re Na Scrine Roscarbery, Co. Cork Yes

17794L S N An Phairc Youghal, Co. Cork Yes

19348V Newcestown N S Newcestown, Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

19351K S N Cill Criodain Ladysbridge, Castlemartyr, Co. Cork Yes

17600s S N Na Scairte Leithe Saleen Cloyne, Midleton, Co. Cork Yes

18266O Ballygown Ns Ballygown, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

18279A St Mary’s Church Of St Mary’s Church Of Ireland N.S., Carrigaline, Co. Yes
Ireland N.S Cork.

17602W S N Naomh Lachtin Domhnach Mor, Co. Chorcai Yes

17609N Rathcormac N S Rathcormac, Co. Cork Yes

17360b S N Mhuire Rath Peacain, Blackpool, Co. Cork Yes

17823P Glantane B N S Glantane, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

17829E S N Ath An Mhuillinn Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

18316D S N Fhursa Ladhar, Banteer, Co. Cork Yes

18296A Dromdhallagh N S Drimoleague, Co. Cork Yes

17955J Muire Gan Smal Cluain Dilleain, Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

18000W Naomh Mhuire B Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork Yes

16863W Desertserges N S Enniskean, Co. Cork Yes

16377N St Marys National School Orilia Terrace, Cobh, Co. Cork Yes

16335U Rylane N S Cork, Co. Cork Yes

16396R Boherbue N S, Boherbue Co. Cork Yes

18377A Iosef Naofa Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

17505B S N Cill Ruadhain Glanmire, Co. Cork Yes

17527L Scoil Bhrugh Thuinne Churchtown, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

18431D Sn Droichead Na Bandan Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

17251T Ovens N S Ovens, Co. Cork Yes

18549D S N Cnoc Na Croighe Cnoc Na Groighe, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

16940o Dundar Mhuighe N S Kinsale, Co. Cork Yes

16945B Lisgriffin N S Buttevant, Co. Cork Yes

16955E S N Na Mona Fliche Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

17281F Togher N S Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

18100D Lisgriffin N S Goleen, Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

18567F S N Inis Killeagh, Co. Cork Yes

17297U S N Fearghail Naofa Killeagh, Co. Cork Yes

17300g Lios Maighir Newmarket, Co. Cork Yes

17323S Monkstown N S Monkstown, Co. Cork Yes

18128C S N Mhuire Mxd Coisceim, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes
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17011W Mocomhog N S Cappaboy, Kealkil, Bantry Yes

17868O Scoil Freastogail Muire Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

17887S S N Naomh Padraig Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

18657G Scoil Na Mbraithre Doneraile, Co. Cork Yes

17050j S N Naomh Sheamuis Durrus,Co. Cork Yes

17087J S N An Chlochair Kanturk, Co. Cork Yes

17639W Scoil Na Mbraithre Mitchelstown, Co. Cork Yes

17079K S N Carraig An Ime Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

17103E St Marys Convent G Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork Yes

17667E S N Padraig Naofa Whitechurch, Co. Cork Yes

17950W Shanagarry N S Shanagarry, Midleton, Co. Cork Yes

17972J S N Cill Mhuire B Lisardagh, Co. Cork Yes

18713N S N Fionan Na Reanna Nohoval, Belgooly, Co. Cork Yes

17112F Ballyhea N S Ballyhea, Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

17706L S N An Mhaoilinn Newmarket, Co. Cork Yes

18461M S N Muire Na Doirini Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

18475A S N Baile Ui Chroinin Cloyne, Middleton, Co. Cork Yes

17152R S N Cnoc Sceach Clanna Caoilte, Co. Chorcai Yes

17156C Scoil Naomh Aine Charleville, Co. Cork Yes

17168J S N Inis Eoghanain Inis Eoghanan, Co. Chorcai Yes

17715M S N Rath A Bharraigh Clonakilty, Co. Cork Yes

18196T S N Gleannamhain Glanworth, Co. Cork Yes

18487H S N Naomh Mhuire Fearann, Co. Chorcai Yes

18497K Little Island Ns Little Island, Co. Cork Yes

16681Q Scoil Na Mbraithre Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

16683U Bishop Murphy Memorial Fermoy, Co. Cork. Yes
School

16684W Scoil Na Mbraithre Midleton, Co. Cork Yes

10548H St. Brendans National Bantry, Co. Cork Yes
School

07006A Ballyclough Mixed N S Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

13450f Rushbrook Con Mercy N S Cobh, Co. Cork Yes

13543M Derrinacahara N S Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

15346U S N Baile An Mhuirne Carrig An Adhmaid, Maigh Chromtha, Co. Yes
Chorcai

15380u Dromagh Mixed N S Dromagh, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

16746S Ballygarvan N S Ballygarvan, Co. Cork Yes

07101R Inchiclough N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

13512B Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Carrigaline, Co. Cork Yes

13662U Dunmanway Convent Inf Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

15410D Kilcrohane N S Durrus, Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

07659G Convent Of Mercy Clonakilty, Co. Cork Yes

12676D Clogheen Mxd N S Carrigrohane, Co. Cork Yes

12685E Rushnacahara N S Durrns, Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

15484J Glounthaune Mixed N.S. Glounthaune, Co.Cork Yes

15516T Clonpriest N S Youghal, Co. Cork Yes

15563F Lisheen Mixed N S Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes
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12382J Curriglass Ns Curriglass, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

12383L Union Hall Mixed N S Cork, Co. Cork Yes

12446J S N Gleann Na Huladh Mitchelstown, Co. Cork Yes

12447L Baltydaniel N S Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

14726C Kinsale N S Kinsale, Co. Cork Yes

05257P Presentation Convent Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

05508O St. Columbas N.S With Facility For Deaf Children, Dughlas, Yes
Corcaigh

05565D Trafrask Mixed N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

05636A Dunmanway Model N S Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

05656G S N An Ghoilin Sciobairin, Co. Cork Yes

10724B South Abbey Ns Youghal, Co. Cork Yes

10739O Ballincarriga Mxd N S Ballinacarriga Mxd, Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

14784Q Dunmanway B N S Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

14813U Roscarbery Con N S Roscarbery, Co. Cork Yes

14816D Scoil Lachtain Naofa Cill Na Martra, Co. Chorcai Yes

14839P Clondrohid N S Clondrohid, Co. Cork Yes

05477G Laragh N S Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

11236Q Newmarket B N S Newmarket, Co. Cork Yes

11249C Burnfort N S Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

11262R Druimne N S Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

13728B Castletownsend Mxd N S Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

13747F Riverstown N S Glanmire, Co. Cork Yes

13779S S N Dhrom Athain Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

03704E S N Sean Baile Mor Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

11496T Seandroma B N S Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

13910N S N Bun An Tsabhairne Crosshaven, Co. Cork Yes

16286K Carrigboy N S Durrus, Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

04054T Ballindangan Mixed N S Mitchelstown, Co. Cork Yes

00512D Midleton Convent N S Midleton, Co. Cork Yes

13976U St. Matthias N S Church Road, Ballydehob, Co. Cork Yes

14014N S N Baile Deasmumhan Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

14022M Coachford N S Coachford, Co. Cork Yes

15701O Bartlemy N S Rathcormac, Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

15792U Upper Glanmire N S Scoil Naomh Micheal, Upper Glanmire, Whites Yes
Cross

04152T S N Cnoc An Bhile Upton, Co. Cork Yes

04186N S N Bhiorainn Berrings, Co. Cork Yes

04230N Scoil Naomh Eoin Ballincurrig, Leamlara, Co. Cork Yes

04268P Clochar Na Toirbhirte Doneraile, Co. Cork Yes

04572S St. Josephs N.S. Kinsale, Co. Cork Yes

11931L S N Ioseph Drinagh, Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

11992I Whitegate Mixed N S Midleton, Co. Cork Yes

12012W St. Lukes N S Douglas Cork, Co. Cork Yes

12015F Liscarrol N S Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

12049G St. John The Baptist N S Midleton, Co. Cork Yes
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14052V Kanturk B N S Kanturk, Co. Cork Yes

14065H Sherkin Island N S Baltimore, Co. Cork Yes

15903D Killavullen N S Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

04578H Ballyvongane Mixed N S Aghina, Co. Cork Yes

04953H Ballyhass Mixed N S Cecilstown, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

12147W S N An Aird Clonakilty, Co. Cork Yes

14303U S N Cleire Oilean Chleire, An Sciobairin, Co. Chorcai Yes

14225D Scoil Bhride Ballydehob, Co. Cork Yes

14227H Kilcoe Ns Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

12259K S N Oir Cheann Eyeries, Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

12263B Gogginshill N S Ballinhassig, Co. Cork Yes

12169J Templebrady N S Crosshaven, Co. Cork Yes

12281D Walterstown N S Cobh, Co. Cork Yes

12292I Canovee Mixed N S Carrigadrohid, Co. Cork Yes

14403B St. JohnśΛ N S Kinsale, Co. Cork Yes

14433K Abbeystrewry N S Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

10499U Kilgariffe N S Clonakilty, Co. Cork Yes

10523O Fermoy Adair N S Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

10771K Cobh N S Bellevue, Cobh, Co. Cork Yes

13095L S N An Droma Mhoir Aghaville, Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

14430e Derrycreha N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

16109L Scoil Realt Na Mara Ballycotton, Midleton, Co. Cork Yes

16087E Kealkil N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

16128P Bunscoil Na Toirbhirte Mitchelstown, Co. Cork Yes

08828B Kilcorney Mixed N S Rathcoole, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

08430s Scoil Naomh Seosamh Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

08972I Castlealack N S Chaislean Na Leacht, Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

13647B Castlemartyr N S Castlemartyr, Co. Cork Yes

13661S Dunmanway Convent N S Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

13663W Lower Glanmire N S Glanmire, Co. Cork Yes

14993C S N Rae Na Ndoiri Rae Na Ndoiri, Maigh Chromtha, Co. Chorcai Yes

16246V Drumclugh N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

09161W Our Lady Of Mercy N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

15594Q Grange Fermoy N S Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

15646J Coomhola N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

16271U Watergrasshill N S Watergrasshill, Co. Cork Yes

09537S Ballinadee N S Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

09815U Tullaslease Mixed N S Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

13234W Cloughduv N S Cloughduv, Crookstown, Co. Cork. Yes

15135H Bantry Boys N S Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

15140A Ballingree Mxd N S Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

16876I S N Caipin Iniscein, Co. Chorcai Yes

10047I Macroom Convent N S Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

13286S Tirelton N S Mxd Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

16885J Adrigole N S Adrigole, Bantry, Co. Cork Yes

16900c S N Padraig Naofa B Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

16901E S N Padraig Naofa N B Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes
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16648S Ath Treasna G N S Ath Treasna, Co. Cork Yes

19381T Rathmore N S Baltimore, Skibbereen, Co. Cork Yes

20105C Star Of The Sea Primary Passage West, Co. Cork Yes
School

20107G Gaelscoil Mhainistir Na Ionad An Phobail, Mainistir Na Corann, Contae Yes
Corann Chorcai

19977G Bandon Boys Ns Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

19989N Scoil Mhuire Na Trocaire Cill Na Mullach, Co. Chorcai Yes

20265B Gaelscoil Chionn Tŝ¡ile Cappagh, Cionn Tŝ¡ile, Co Chorcâ› Yes

19420D Sn Fhiachna Gleann Garbh, Co. Chorcai Yes

02803B Banteer N S Banteer, Co. Cork Yes

19525R Mhichil Naofa Ballinakilla, Bere Island, Bantry Yes

19771j Scoil Barra Innishmore, Baile An Chollaigh, Co. Chorcai Yes

02452V Cloyne B N S Cloyne, Co. Cork Yes

19224D S N Cillmin Cillmin, Coalnaconarty, Clonakilty Yes

20336V Midleton Educate Together Market Green, Midleton, Co. Cork Yes
School

02278I Millstreet Convent N S Millstreet, Co. Cork Yes

01867W Castlelyons B N S Fermoy, Co. Cork Yes

19249T Barryroe Ns Lislevane, Bandon, Co. Cork Yes

20310D Educate Together Rosemount, Heron’s Wood, Carrigaline Co. Cork Yes
Carrigaline

19256Q Scoil Ghobnatan Mallow, Co. Cork Yes

01687U Dromleigh N S Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

01692N Firmount Mixed N S Donoughmore, Co. Cork Yes

19801P Drimoleague Junior Sch Drimoleague, Co. Cork Yes

19833F Gaelscoil Chorain, Sraid Na Tra, Eochaill, Co. Chorcai. Yes

19307H Derrinagree N S Derrinagree, Mallow, Cork Yes

19839R Gael Scoil Ui Riordain Cul Rua, Baile An Chollaigh, Co. Chorcai Yes

20182U St. Endas Ns Kilnadur, Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes

20001N Gaelscoil Bheanntrai Tigh Warner, Sraid Na Bearaice, Beanntrai, Yes

20004T Scoil An Croi Ro Naofa Castletownbere, Co. Cork. Yes

19851H Gaelscoil De Hide Mainistir Fhearmai, Co. Chorcai Yes

20006A Gaelscoil Chloich Na Sraid Na Scoile, Cloich Na Coillte, Co. Chorcai. Yes
Coillte

20009G Gaelscoil Dr M Ui AńΛ Sciobairin, Co. Chorcai Yes
Shuilleabhain

20022V Scoil Na Mbuachailli Cloich Na Coillte, Co. Chorcai. Yes

20024C Bun Scoil Muire O’Brien’s Place, Youghal, Co. Cork Yes

19881Q Gaelscoil Carrig Ui Carrig Ui Leighinn, Co. Chorcai Yes
Leighinn

19886D Gael Scoil Thomais Daibhis Magh Ealla, Co. Chorcai Yes

19637F Scoil Fionnbarra Beal Atha Ghaorthaidh, Co. Chorcai Yes

20025E Gaelscoil Droichead Na C/O G.A.A. Pavilion, Charley Hurley Park, Yes
Bandan Droichead Na Bandan, Co. Corcai

20204E Scoil Mĥ¡irtin Kilworth, Co. Cork Yes

20222G Scoil ChuiĺΛ AodháΛ Barr Cuil - Aodha, Maghcromtha, Co. Chorcaigh Yes
D Inse
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19501D Cahermore New Central S Cahermore, Allihies, Beara Yes

19899M Gaelscoile Cobh Cobh, Co. Chorcai Yes

19507P Scoil Chaitigheirn Na Haorai, Beanntrai, Co. Chorcai Yes

19526T Sn Cill Dairbhre Kildorrery, Co. Cork Yes

20239A Gaelscoil Ui Drisceoil Dunkettle, Glanmire Yes

20049S Ringaskiddy Lower Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork. Yes
Harbour N S

19557H Caheragh Ns Caheragh, Co. Cork Yes

19595P St. Marys Central School Enniskeane, Co. Cork Yes

18517N Scoil Mhuire Dristearnain, Gleneely Po Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

19343L S N Dhubhthaigh Anagaire, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17328F Scoil Roisin An Clochan Liath, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18241V Scoil Naomh Cholmcille Drumman, Ramelton, Co. Donegal Yes

19359D S N Naomh Aonghus Bridgend, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

17575W S N Gleann Coimhead Ballybofey, Co. Donegal Yes

17598L Sn An Leinbh Iosa Coxtown, Carrigans, Co. Donegal Yes

17822N Scoil Bhrighde Min A Chladhaigh, Gort A Choirce, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

18250W S N Baile Mor Dunfanaghy Po, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

18844F Scoil Mhuire Belcruit, Kincasslagh, Letterkenny Yes

18874O Killygordan N S Main Street, Killygordon, Lifford Yes

17828C Scoil Adhamhnain Rathbhoth, Leithbhearr, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17831O Glebe Ns The Glebe, Dun Na Ngall, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17837D Scoil Mhuire Pettigo, Co. Donegal Yes

18295V S N Min An Aoire An Charraig, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18286U S N Na Hacrai Ailt An Chorrain, Leitirceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

18319J S N Trianta Triantagh, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

18939Q S N Donaigh Carndonagh, Co. Donegal Yes

17447N S ŃΛ Crannaighe Buidhe Crannog Bui, Ardara, Co. Donegal Yes

17956L Scoil Cholmcille Naofa Ballylast, Castlefin, Co. Donegal Yes

16850N St. Garvan’s N.S. Drum Halla, Rathmaolain, Letterkenny Yes

16854V Buncrana N S Buncrana, Co. Donegal Yes

16375J Frosses N S Frosses, Inver, Co. Donegal Yes

16384K Sn Arainn Mhor Ii Arainn Mhor, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

16357H S N Fhionntra Fintra, Killybegs, Co. Donegal Yes

17469A Scoil Cuilm Cille Ballindrait, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

18371L Scoil Mhuire An Craosloch, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

17503U S N Adhamhnain Luinneach, Doiri Beaga, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18172F Gleneely N S Gleann An Fhaoilidh, Killygordan, Co. Donegal Yes

18421A Sn Dun Ceannfhaolaidh Dun Ceannfhaolaidh, Co. Donegal Yes

16458N Inver N S Inver, Co. Donegal Yes

17549V S N Ceathru Caol Kerrykeel, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

17552K Scoil Bhrighde Porthall, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

17553M S N Taodhbhog An Clochan, Leifearr, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18007N S N Olibhear Pluinceid Rann Na Feirste, Anagaire, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18052S S N Muire Gan Smal Clochar Loreto, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

1085



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Ruairí Quinn.]

Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
Scheme In

2011/12

18520c Scoil Phadraig Rath Seinche, Clonmany, Co. Donegal Yes

17564R S N An Choimin Clochan, Leithbhearr, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17241Q S N Domhnach Mor Castlefin, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

18058H Scoil Naomh Seosamh Rathdomhnaill, Treantach, Co Dun Na Ngall Yes

18086M Dunfanaghy N S Dunfanaghy, Co. Donegal Yes

18791K Scoil Cholmcille Droim An Mhaoir, Moville, Co. Donegal Yes

17260u Scoil An Leinbh Iosa Killymard, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal Yes

18076J Scoil N̂¡isînta Muire Gan Townparks, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes
Sm̂¡l

16995Q S N Naomh Colmchille Drumoghill Ns, Manorcunningham, Letterkenny Yes

18129E Scoil Naomh Peadar Mountcharles, Co Dun Na Ngall Yes

18131O S N Muire Gan Smal Ard Aratha, Co Dun Na Ngall Yes

18114O S N Naomh Eighneach Diseart Eighnigh, Buncrannach, Co Dun Na Ngall Yes

18151U S N Mhuire Baile An Ngalloglach, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

18611F S N Na Carraige Dun Na Ngall, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18625Q Scoil Choilmcille Convent Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

18605K Scoil Naomh Padraig Boys Carndonagh, Co. Donegal Yes

17018N Scoil Phadraig Dobhar, An Bun Beag, Leitirceanainn Yes

17035N S N Mhin Teineadh De Ard A Ratha, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17036P S N Naomh Colmchille Killmacrennan, Co. Donegal Yes

17040g Sn Naomh Samhthann Drumdoit, Castlefin, Co. Donegal Yes

17057A Dromcaoin Bealach Fheid Dromcaoin, Bealach Fheidh, Tir Chonaill Yes

17607J S N Seiseadh Ui Neill Ballybofey, Co. Donegal Yes

18652T S N An Chaiseal Gleann Cholmcille, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18703K S N Baile An Bhailsig Baile An Bhailsigh, Welchtown, Ballybofey Yes

17122I Sn Eadan Fhionnfhaoich Na Gleannta, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17945G Scoil Naomh Chaitriona Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal Yes

18700E S N Baile An Caislean Baile An Chaisleain, St. Johnston Lifford, Co. Yes
Donegal

18731P Robertson N S Ballybofey P O, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

17130H Scoil Naomh Dubhthach Machaire Ui Rabhartaigh, Gort A Choirce, Leitir Yes
Ceanainn

17704H S N Fhionnain Baile Chonaill, An Falcarrach, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17721H Scoil Treasa Naofa Malainn, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

18446Q Scoil Naomh Mhuire Ceann Mhalanna, Ballygorman Lifford, Co. Yes
Donegal

18766L Scoil Cholmcille Dubhlin Riabach, Carraig Airt, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

17180W S N Na Gcluainte Clonmany, Co. Donegal Yes

17728V S N Talamh Na Coille Talamh Na Coille, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

17729A Scoil Naomh Proinnseas Magherabeg, Manorcunningham, Letterkenny Yes

17716O St. Riaghans Ns Drimnacrosh, Kilraine P.O., Co. Donegal Yes

18219F Sn Chonaill Machaire Chlochair, Bun Beag, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

16671N S N Cnoc Na Naomh Gort A Choirce, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

16672P St. Patricks N S Lurgybrack, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

07143K Monreagh N S Monreagh, Carrigans Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes
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13563S S N Chill Coinnigh Cill Choinnigh, Glenties, Co. Donegal Yes

16789N St. Orans N S Buncrana, Co. Donegal Yes

07464H Browneknowe N S Brownknowe, Ramelton, Co. Donegal Yes

07626H S N An Iorball Riabaigh Baile Ui Ghormain, Lethbhearr, Tir Chonaill Yes

15532R Croaghross N S Portsalon, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

16819T S N Gort An Choirce Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

16829G Clochar Padraig Naofa Carndonagh, Co. Donegal Yes

16823K Min A Ghabhann N S Lettermacaward, Donegal Yes

16829W S N Loch An Iubhair Anagaire, Leitir Ceanainn, Tir Chonaill Yes

16836T Naomh Bridhid Glenmakee, Carndonagh, Co. Donegal Yes

16837V S N Duchoraidh Duchoraidh, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

16820e Sn Baile Nua An Phobail Newtowncunningham, Co. Donegal Yes

14704P Murroe National School Murroe, Dunfanahy, Co. Donegal Yes

04809A Scoil An Aingil An Cheididh, Burtonport, Leitir Ceanainn Yes
Choimheadai

05230s Comhscoil Chonmha S N Convoy, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

14502D Scoil Mhuire B&C Doire Beaga, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

14631O Scoil Cholmchille Malin, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

13755E Gartan N S Gartan, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

14910s Castlefin 1 B N S Castlefin, Co. Donegal Yes

14949G Ray N S Ray, Manorcunningham, Co. Donegal Yes

16279N Scoil Choluim Ballyheerin,Fanad, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

03294L S N Caiseal Na Gcorr Gort A Choirce, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

13872I Robertson N S Ballintra, Co. Donegal Yes

16349I S N An Droim Mor An Droim Mor, Killygordon, Co. Donegal Yes

11843O S N Neill Mor Killybegs, Co. Donegal Yes

15729N Rathmullen N S Rathmullen, Co. Donegal Yes

15763N Moville N S Moville, Co. Donegal Yes

15770k S N Naomh́Λ Naille Na Caologa, Inver, Co. Donegal Yes

15847T S N Leitir Mhic AńΛ Leithbhearr, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes
Bhaird

05164I Scoil Naomh Cholmcille Oilean Thorai, An Bhun Bhig, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

14194S Scoil Cholmcille An Tearmann, Co Dun Na Ngall Yes

16054M St. Patricks N S Murlog, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

16108J Scoil Naomh Treasa C Tiernasligo Clonmany, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

10595Q Kilbarron N S Kilbarron, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal Yes

16137Q Drumfad N S Ballynashanagh P O, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

16138S Raphoe Central N S Raphoe, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

09009Q Rockfield N S Rockfield Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal Yes

16142J S N Min Na Manrach An Clochan Liath, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

15554E Gortnacart N S Gortnacart, Ardara, Co. Donegal Yes

15627F St. Muras N S Burnfoot, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

16603T S N An Chillin An Cillin, Inver, Co. Donegal Yes

16608G Killybegs Common N S The Commons, Killybegs, Co. Donegal Yes

09660r St. Francis Ns Barnesmore, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal Yes
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09748I Glenmaquin No 2 N S Knockbrack, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

16611S Glentogher Con N S Carndonagh, Co. Donegal Yes

16664Q Bruckless N S Bruckless, Co. Donegal Yes

16869L S N An Bhreacaigh Ard A Ratha, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

10062E Creeslough N S Creeslough, Co. Donegal Yes

15170j Cashelshanaghan N S Ballymaleel P O, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

15208I S N Na Sraithe Moire Min A Labain, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

16902I S N Fothar Port Na Blaithche, Leitir Ceanainn, Co Dun Na Yes
Ngall

16642G Clonmany Mxd Ns Clonmaney, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

19614Q Naomh Bodain Culdaff, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

20097G Gaelscoil Bhun Crannach Bun Crannach, Dhun Na Ngall Yes

20096E Gaelscoil Na Gceithre Baile Dun Na Ngall, Co Dun Na Ngall Yes
Maistri

19959E Scoil Naomh Fionan Whitecastle, Quigleys Point, Co. Donegal Yes

19963S Scoil Aodh Rua&Nuala Dun Na Ngall, Co. Donegal Yes

19967D Scoil Iosagain Buncrana, Co. Donegal Yes

19971R Gaelscoil Adhamhnain Gleann Cearra, Leitir Ceanainn, CóΛ Dhun Na Yes
Ngall

19411C S N Baile Raighin Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

19756N St. Conals Narin, Portnoo, Co. Donegal Yes

20150h Holy Family National The Rock, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal Yes
School

19009W Craanford N S Craanford, Co. Donegal Yes

19089A Killaghtee N S Killaghtee, Dunkineely, Co. Donegal Yes

19228L S N Naomh Brid Na Dunaibh, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18710h Sn Na Croise Naofa Dunfanaghy, Co. Donegal Yes

19235I Portlean N S Kilmacrennan, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes

01733B Ardara Mixed N S Ardara, Co. Donegal Yes

20167B Gaelscoil Eirne Fearainn An Bhaile, Beal Atha Seannaigh, Co. Yes
Dhun Na Ngall

19280N Scoil Naomh Brid Muff, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

01572D S N Naomh Padraig Drumfries P O, Clonmany, Co. Donegal Yes

01574H Scoil Naomh Î‡saf Ballymagan, Buncrana, Co. Donegal Yes

19310t Scoil Naomh Earnan Baile An Tsratha, Co. Donegal Yes

19333I Dooish N S Ballybofey, Co. Donegal Yes

19633U Moyle N S Moyle Ns, Newtowncunningham, Lifford, Co. Yes
Donegal

19491D Scoil Mhuire Rathmealltain, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

20054L Scoil Eoghan Moville, Co. Donegal Yes

19912B Scoil Mhuire Glenties, Co. Donegal Yes

19518U S N Naomh Baoithin Sc Naomh Baoithin, St. Johnston, Lifford Yes

19686S St. Macartans Central Bundoran, Co. Donegal Yes

20235P Letterkenny Educate Ballyraine Halls, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Yes
Together

19553W Dungloe Central Dungloe, Co. Donegal Yes

19927O Scoil Mhuire B & C Stranorlar, Co. Donegal Yes
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19685Q Scoil Chartha Naofa Chill Chartha, Co. Dhun Na Ngall Yes

18519R Scoil Seamus C B S James Street, Dublin 8 Yes

17318C Scoil An Leinbh Iosa B Larkhill, Whitehall, Dublin 9 Yes

17355I Muire Na Dea Coirle G Mourne Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12 Yes

18282M Sn Paroiste Maitiu Nfa Cranfield Place, Sandymount, Dublin 4 Yes

18843D Bainrion Na N-Aingal 2 Ballyfermot Upper, Dublin 10 Yes

17603B Scoil Iosagain Aughavannagh Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 Yes

17356K Muire Na Dea Coirle Inf Mourne Road, Dublin 12, 112 Yes

17367P Scoil Mhuire Gns Navan Road, Dublin 7, 107 Yes

18910p Bantiarna Na Mbuanna B Baile Munna, Dublin 9 Yes

18911R Bantiarna Na Mbuanna G Baile Munna, Dublin 9 Yes

18968A St. Malachys B N S Edenmore, Raheny, Dublin 5 Yes

17465P Dominican Convent Girls Cabra, Dublin 7, 107 Yes

17466R St. Catherines Infant School Cabra, Dublin 7, 107 Yes

17977T Scoil Aine C Raheny, Dublin 5, 105 Yes

17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints Drive, Raheny, Dublin 5 Yes

18341C Sn Louise De Marillac C Drumfin Rd., Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

18342E Sn Louise De Marillac Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

18170b Sn Muire Na Freastogala Siuracha Na Carthanachr, Baile Uailcin, Baile Yes
Atha Cliath 12

18360g Scoil Bhreandain Coolock, Dublin 5 Yes

18361I S N Caitriona C Coolock, Dublin 5 Yes

18362K S N Caitriona Naionain Coolock, Dublin 5 Yes

18386B Marist National School Clogher Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 Yes

18171D Our Lady Assumption Bns Siuracha Na Carthanacha, Baile Uailcin, Baile Yes
Atha Cliath 12

17210f Clochar Lughaidh Cailin Williams Park, Rathmines, Dublin 6 Yes

17211H Clochar Lughaidh Naoidh Williams Park, Rathmines, Dublin 6 Yes

17214N St. Vincent’s Primary Christian Brothers, Glasnevin, Dublin 11 Yes
School

16964F Scoil Mhuire Ogh 1 Loreto College, Crumlin Rd., Dublin 12 Yes

17279S Scoil Muire Haddington Road, Dublin 4 Yes

18585H Sn Banrion Na Naingeal1 Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

16989V Christ The King G N S Cabra, Dublin 7, 107 Yes

16988T Christ The King B N S Cabra, Dublin 7, 107 Yes

17889G Scoil Ui Chonaill Nth Richmond Street, Dublin 1, 101 Yes

18137D S N Naomh Feargal Finglas West, Dublin 11 Yes

17893N Sancta Maria C B S Synge St., Dublin 8, 108 Yes

18632N S N Eoin Bosco Nai Buac Navan Rd., Dublin 7 Yes

18646B Springdale N S Springdale Ns, Lough Derg Rd., Raheny Yes

18682F St. Canices B N S Finglas, Dublin 11 Yes

18683H St. Canices G N S Finglas, Dublin 11 Yes

17083B S N Muire Gan Smal B Inchicore, Dublin 8, 108 Yes

17110b Naomh Lorcan O Tuathail Plas Seibhil, Baile Atha Cliath 1, 101 Yes

17104G St. Francis Junior National Priorswood, Dublin 17, 117 Yes
School

17148D S N Eoin Baisde G Sen Seafield Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3 Yes

18726W S N Seosamh Na Mbrathar Fairview, Dublin 3 Yes
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18455R Our Lady Of Assumption Siuracha Na Carthanacha, Baile Uailcin, Baile Yes
Atha Cliath 12

17730i S N Na Lanai Glasa Seafield Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin 3 Yes

17732M Scoil Chiarain Ascal Ui Choileain, Domhnach Cairne, Baile Atha Yes
Cliath 5

18205R S N An Pharoiste Finglas, Dublin 11 Yes

16695E Scoil Na Mbrathar North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7, 107 Yes

16753P St. Vincent De Pauls Girls Griffith Avenue, Dublin 9, 103 Yes
School

13611D Presentation Primary School Blackpitts, Dublin 8 Yes

16786H St. Brigids Primary School The Coombe, Dublin 8, 108 Yes

07546J Goldenbridge Convent Goldenbridge, Inchicore, Dublin 8 Yes

12448N Gardiner Street Convent Gardiner Street, Dublin 1 Yes

14717B Rathgar N S Rathgar, Dublin 6 Yes

14556D St. Endas Primary School St. Endas Primary School, Whitefriar St., Dublin 8 Yes

05933G Presentation Primary School Georges Hill, Dublin 7 Yes

13815T Howth Rd Mxd N S Howth Rd., Clontarf, Dublin 3 Yes

11525A St. Patricks N School Drumcondra, Dublin 9 Yes

03917V Naomh Padraig Boys Cambridge Road, Ringsend, Dublin 4 Yes

11578V City Quay Boys N S City Quay, Dublin 2 Yes

00743W Mater Dei Primary School Basin Lane, James Street, Dublin 8 Yes

11894I Scoil Mhuire Gilford Road, Sandymount, Dublin 4 Yes

15816I St. Vincents Inf Boys North William Street, Dublin 1 Yes

15895H Drumcondra N S Church Avenue, Drumcondra, Dublin 9 Yes

04992R Scoil An Croi Naofa Glasnevin, Dublin 11 Yes

15995L Canon O Hanlon Memorial Sandymount, Dublin 4 Yes
N S

14463T St. Columbas N S Mxd North Strand, Dublin 3 Yes

14980q Glasnevin N S Botanic Avenue, Glasnevin, Dublin 9 Yes

15056L S N San Vinseann Cailin North William St., Dublin 1 Yes

15625B St. Catherines West N S Donore Avenue, South Circular Road, Dublin 8 Yes

16567S St. Brigids Convent N S Haddington Road, Dublin 4, 104 Yes

09750s St. Josephs Boys N S Terenure, Dublin 6 Yes

15618E Sandford N S Ranelagh, Dublin 6 Yes

15622S St. Patricks Ns Chapelizod Village, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 Yes

16659A St. Columbas Con G & I Iona Road, Glasnevin, Dublin 9 Yes

09932B Stanhope St. Convent Stanhope Street, Dublin 7 Yes

16651H St. Clares Convent N S Harolds Cross Road, Dublin 6w, 126 Yes

19589U Gaelscoil Inse Chor Droichead Na Hinse, Baile Atha Cliath 8 Yes

20104A St. Audoens Ns Cook Street, Dublin 8 Yes

19954R North Bay Educate Greendale Avenue, Kilbarrack, Dublin 5 Yes
Together Ns

20131D Educate Together Ns Fitzwilliam Place North, Grangegorman Lower, Yes
Dublin 7

19981U St. Marys N S Windsor Ave, Fairview, Dublin 3 Yes

19395H Scoil Mobhi Bothar Mobhi, Glasnaoin, Baile Atha Cliath 9 Yes

19764M Our Lady Of Wayside N S Bluebell, Inchicore, Dublin 12 Yes
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19430g Scoil An Tseachtar Laoch Ballymun Road, Dublin 11 Yes

20338C Holy Child National School Larkhill Road, Whitehall, Dublin 9 Yes

20139T Inchicore Ns Sarsfield Road, Inchicore, Dublin 10 Yes

20281W St. Benedicts And St. Marys Grange Park, Raheny, Dublin 5 Yes
National

20304I St. Francis Of Assisi Belmayne, Dublin 13 Yes
National Scho

19015R St. Josephs G N S Barry Avenue, Finglas West, Dublin 11 Yes

18969C St. Eithnes Senior G N S Edenmore, Raheny, Dublin 5 Yes

19037E St. Monicas N S Edenmore, Raheny, Dublin 5 Yes

19007S Eoin Baisde C Naoidh Seafield Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3 Yes

19197D St. Kevins B N S Barry Avenue, Finglas North-West, Dublin 11 Yes

15253N St. Patricks Girls Ns Cambridge Road, Dublin 4 Yes

19774P St. Josephs Mxd N S East Wall, Dublin 3 Yes

19208F Holy Spirit B N S Silloge Rd., Baile Munna, Atha Cliath 11 Yes

19209H Sn An Spioraid Naiomh C Sillogue Rd., Ballymun, Dublin 11 Yes

18477E Scoil Na Mbrathar Francis Street, Dublin 8 Yes

19777V Gaelscoil Mide Bothar An Ghleantain, Ghlais Cill Bharrog, Baile Yes
Atha Cliath 5

20059V Mother Of Divine Grace Holy Faith Ns, Ferndale Ave, Ballygall Yes

19242F Our Lady Of Victories Ballymun Road, Dublin 9 Yes
Infant N S

20399G De La Salle National School Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

19661C St. Gabriels Ns Dominican Campus, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

20168D Glasnevin Educate Church Avenue, Glasnevin, Dublin 9 Yes
Together Ns

19302U Sn Na Maighdine Muire B Ballymun, Dublin 9 Yes

19303W Na Maighdine Mhuire Shangan Road, Ballymun, Dublin 9 Yes

01795A Central Infs School Marlboro St., Dublin 1 Yes

19831B Scoil Chaoimhin Sraid Mhaoilbhride, Baile Atha Cliath 1 Yes

19297H Cromcastle Green B N S Kilmore Rd West, Artane, Dublin 5 Yes

19298J Scoil Nais Ide Cailini Kilmore Road West, Artane, Dublin 5 Yes

19837N Drimnagh Castle Cbs N S Drimnagh Castle, Dublin 12 Yes

19845M North Dublin Ns Project Ballymun Road, Dublin 9 Yes

00752A Central Senior Mxd N S Marlboro St., Dublin 1 Yes

19611K Scoil Naomh Colmcille Newbrook Rd., Donaghmede, Dublin 13 Yes

19619D St. Malachys Ns Rivermount, Finglas, Dublin 11 Yes

20012S Griffith Barracks Multi D The Old Guardhouse, Griffith College, South Yes
School Circular Road

20005V Scoil Plas Mhuire St. Marys Place, Dorset Street, Dublin 7 Yes

20014W St. Agnes N S Armagh Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 Yes

19889J Scoil Colm Armagh Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 Yes

19471U St. Pauls Junior National Ayrfield, Malahide Rd., Dublin 13 Yes
School

19473B Scoil Bhride Donaghmede, Dublin 13 Yes

20015B Gaelscoil Bhaile Munna 187 Bothar Choultrai, Baile Munna, Baile Atha Yes
Cliath 9

20035H St. Gabriels N S Cowper Street, Dublin 7 Yes
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20048Q Gaelscoil Lios Na Nog 21a Bothar Oakley, Raghnallach, Baile Atha Yes
Cliath 6

20220c Gaelscoil Ui Earcain Bothar Glas An Ein, Fionnghlas Yes

19489Q Sn Naomh Finnin Glenties Park, Rivermount, Finglas South Yes

20052H Gaelscoil Cholmcille L̂¡na Na Ĉl̂‡ige, Bailê Ãtha Cliath 17 Yes

20228S St. Laurence O Tooles Girls 49 Seville Place, North Wall, Dublin 1 Yes
School

19895E Scoil Mhuir S Iosaf St. Marys Place, Plas Mhuire, Off Dorset Street Yes

19896G Scoil Caitriona Na Baggot St., Dublin 2 Yes
Mbraithre

19907I Gaelscoil Mologa Bothar Chlareville, Baile Atha Cliath 6W Yes

19913D St. Josephs Ns Macroom Road, Bonnybrook, Dublin 17 Yes

19538D St. Kevins Junior N S Newbrook Ave., Donaghmede, Dublin 13 Yes

19669S Lady Of Good Counsel Ns Mourne Rd., Drimnagh, Dublin 12 Yes

19662E St. Michaels Ns Dominican Convent, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

19663G St. Raphaels Ns Dominican Convent, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 Yes

19668Q St. Francis Senior N S Priorswood, Dublin 17 Yes

19920A St. John Of God N S Kilmore Road, Artane, Dublin 5 Yes

19924I Harolds Cross N S Harolds Cross, Dublin 6W Yes

19524P Our Lady Immac Sen N S Our Lady Immac Sen Ns, Darndale, Dublin 17 Yes

19928Q Ranelagh Multi Denom Ns Ranelagh Road, Dublin 6 Yes

19929S St. Brigids Senior Girls Finglas West, Dublin 11 Yes

19933J Scoil Treasa Naofa Petrie Road, Donore Avenue, Dublin 8 Yes

19935N Scoil Eoin Greendale Road, Dublin 5 Yes

19946S Rutland Street N S Lower Rutland Street, Dublin 1 Yes

19583I St. Josephs Senior N S St. Josephs Senior Ns, Balcurris, Ballymun Yes

20091R St. Peters Ns Phibsboro, Dublin 7 Yes

20092T St. Ultans Ns Cherry Orchard, Dublin 10 Yes

17595F Cill Coscain The Ward, Co. Dublin Yes

17785K San Nioclas Myra Kinsealy, Dublin 17, 117 Yes

18976W S N Cholmille B Swords, Co. Dublin Yes

19009G Ballyboghill N S Ballyboghill, Co. Dublin Yes

16844S Scoil N. Breandan Loughshinny, Skerries, Co. Dublin Yes

18412W S N C Naomh Padraig Donabate, Co. Dublin Yes

17559B S N Mhuire Garristown, Co. Dublin, 143 Yes

18046A Scoil Bride B Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 Yes

18047C Scoil Bride C Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 Yes

17263D S N Muire An Sean Baile Sean Bhaile, Co. Dublin Yes

16970A St. Molaga Senior Ns Bremore, Balbriggan, Co. Dublin Yes

18623M Scoil Naisunta Chnuacha Castleknock, Dublin 15 Yes

17914S St. Oliver Plunkett St. Oliver Plunkett Ns, Grove Road, Malahide Yes

17961E S N Lusca Lusk, Co. Dublin, 133 Yes

10296G Scoil Naomh Mearnog Strand Road, Portmarnock, Co. Dublin Yes

15315J St. Georges N S St. Georges N S, The Naul Road, Balbriggan Yes

16267G St. Patricks Boys National Portrane Road, Donabate, Co. Dublin Yes
School

00697S St. Brigids Mxd N S Castleknock, Dublin 15 Yes
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12358M Swords Borough N S Swords Borough N S, Swords, Co. Dublin Yes

15650A Corduff N S Lusk, Co. Dublin Yes

09492W Balscadden N S Balscadden, Ring Commons, Co. Dublin Yes

09642P Burrows N S Sutton, Dublin 13 Yes

19605P Scoil Nais Mhuire Sois Blakestown, Mulhuddart, Dublin 15 Yes

19624T Scoil Nais Caitriona Kenure, Rush, Co. Dublin Yes

19721R Holy Family Junior N S Forest Fields, Swords, Co. Dublin Yes

19393D Mhuire Iosef Junior Verbena Estate, Dublin 13 Yes

20095C Gaelscoil Brian Boroimhe Coill Na N̂ll, Sord, Co.̂ Ãtha Cliath Yes

19755L Sacred Heart N S Huntstown, Mulhuddart, Dublin 15 Yes

20269J Scoil Chormaic C/O Ardgillan Community College, Castlelands, Yes
Balbriggan

20348F Holywell Educate Together Holywell Road, Nevinstown, Swords Yes
National

19762I St. Helens Senior N S Martello, Portmarnock, Co. Dublin Yes

20130b St. Patricks Ns St. Patrick’s National School, Diswellstown Road, Yes
Castleknock

20282B Bracken Educate Together Castlelands, Balbriggan, Co. Dublin Yes
N.S.

20302E Thornleigh Educate Thornleigh Green, Applewood Village, Swords Yes
Together Nationa

20383H Blanchardstown West Littlepace, Castaheany, Dublin 15 Yes
Educate Togethe

19470s St. Francis Xavier Senior N Coolmine, Castleknock, Dublin 15 Yes
S

20145O Swords Educate Together Applewood, Swords, Co. Dublin Yes
Ns

19769W Scoil Thomais Laurel Lodge, Castleknock, Dublin 15 Yes

20307O Skerries Educate Together Barnageeragh Cove, Kellys Bay, Skerries Yes
National

20334R Gaelscoil Ros Eo Gaelscoil Ros Eo, St. Maurs Gaa, Rush Yes

20384J Powerstown Educate Powerstown Road, Tyrrelstown, Dublin 15 Yes
Together Nationa

20161M Donabate/Portrane Educate Ballisk Common, Off Portrane Road, Donabate Yes
Together

01170g S N Na H-Aille The Naul, Co. Dublin Yes

20176C Rush And Lusk Educate Raheny Lane, Rathmore Road, Lusk Yes
Together Ns

20186F Castaheany Educate Castaheany Educate Together Ns, Ongar Village, Yes
Together Ns Dublin 15

19850f Ladyswell N S Ladyswell, Mulhuddart, Dublin 15 Yes

19625V Scoil R̂'alt Na Mara Balbriggan Road, Skerries, Co. Dublin Yes

19877C Holy Family Senior N S Forest Fields, River Valley, Swords Yes

19643A St. PhilipśΛ Senior N S Mountview, Clonsilla, Dublin 15 Yes

19644C St. Ciarans N S Hartstown, Dublin 15 Yes

19636D St. Patricks Senior School Corduff, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 Yes

19660A Rush Ns Rush, Co. Dublin Yes

20202A Balbriggan Educate Hamlet Lane, Moylaragh, Co. Dublin Yes
Together Ns

20201V Tyrrelstown Educate Hollywoood Road, Tyrrelstown, Dublin 15 Yes
Together Nation
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19505L Sn Oilibheir Baile An Bhlacaigh, Cluain Saileach, Baile Atha Yes
Cliath 15

19898K Gaelscoil An Duinninigh Draighnean, Feltrim Sord, Co Baile Atha Cliath Yes

19515O Sn Naomh Treasa Baile Brigin, Co Ath Cliath Yes

19535U Brackenstown Senior N S Brackenstown, Swords, Co. Dublin Yes

20252P Gaelscoil Bhaile Brigin Castlelands, Bhaile Brigin, Contae Atha Cliath Yes

19545A Corduff N S Corduff, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 Yes

19549I St. Fintans Ns St. Fintan N S, Carrickbrack Rd., Sutton Yes

20241K Scoil Choilm Community Porterstown Rd., Clonsilla, Dublin 15 Yes
Ns

20247W Scoil Ghrainne Community Phibblestown, Dublin 15 Yes
National S

19578P St. Helens Junior N S St. Helens Junior N S, Martello, Portmarnock Yes

19601H St. Philip The Apostle Mountview, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 Yes
Junior N S

20098I Castleknock Educate Beechpark Avenue, Castleknock, Dublin 15 Yes
Together Ns

19693P Mary Queen Of Ireland N S Toberburr, Co. Dublin Yes

19694R Scoil Mhuire Sin Blakestown, Mulhuddart, Dublin 15 Yes

18324C Scoil Bride C Palmerstown, Dublin 20 Yes

18173H S N Briotas Brittas, Co. Dublin Yes

17996A Glen Na Smol N S Glen Na Smal, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

18411U St. Marys School Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

16983J S N Naomh Cillin Robinhood Rd., Bluebell, Inchicore, Dublin 12 Yes

18602E Scoil Mhuire Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

17055T S ŃΛ Naomh Mhuire Saggart, Co. Dublin, 130 Yes

17899C Scoil Carmel Teach Giuise, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

18642Q S N Naomh Eoin Tower Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

17953F S N Bhaile Eamonn Rathfarnham, Dublin 14, 114 Yes

13447Q Scoil Mhuire Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes

00714P Lucan B N S Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes

00729F Clochar Loreto N S Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 Yes

11638N Whitechurch Nat School Whitechurch, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 Yes

19613O Scoil Cnoc Mhuire Sin Knockmore Ave., Killinarden, Tallaght Yes

19623R St. Pauls Jun Ns Greenhills, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 Yes

19702N St. Thomas Junior N S Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19742C St. Colmcille Senior N S Knocklyon, Dublin 16 Yes

19950j St. Dominics N S Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19390u St. Marks Sen Ns Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

20268H Adamstown Castle Educate Adamstown Castle, Adamstown, Co. Dublin Yes
Together N

19743E St. Bernadettes Junior N S Quarryvale, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

20274C Esker Educate Together Adamstown Castle, Adamstown, County Dublin Yes
N.S.

19991A Gaelscoil Na Camoige Aras Chronain, Bothar An Ulloird, Cluain Dolcain Yes

19765O St. Thomas Senior N S Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

20303G Lucan East Etns Kishogue Cross, Off Griffeen Avenue, Lucan Yes

19114T St. Patrick Gns Ballyroan, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 Yes
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19177U St. Pius X N S Boys Fortfield Park, Terenure, Dublin 6 Yes

19775R Scoil Cnoc Mhuire Junior Knockmore Ave., Killinarden, Tallaght Yes

19159S St. Pauls G N S Greenhills, Kimmage West, Dublin 12 Yes

19782O St. Brigids N S Brookfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19785U St. Bernadettes Senior N S Quarryvale, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19799I Sacred Heart N S Sruleen, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19221U Scoil Naomh Aine Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19834H St. Aidans Ns Brookfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19817H St. Marys N S Woodview, Esker, Lucan Yes

20173T St. Annes Primary School Fettercairn, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

20187H Archbishop Ryan Senior N Balgaddy, Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes
S

20194E St. John The Evangelist Adamstown, Co. Dublin Yes
National Sc

19462T Scoil Maelruain Junior Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19463V Scoil Maelruain Senior Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19464A Sn Naomh Colmcille Homelawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19465C St. Kevins Boys Kilnamanagh, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19642V St. Peter Apostle Sen Ns Neillstown, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19865S Archbishop Ryan J N S Balgaddy, Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes

19872P Scoil Chaitlin Maude Cnoc Mhuire, Tamhlacht, Baile Atha Cliath 24 Yes

19878E Holy Rosary Primary Old Court Avenue, Tallaght Yes
School

19893A St. Kilians Senior N S Castleview, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19652B An Chroi Ro Naofa Sois Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19472W St. Marks Junior N S Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19474D Scoil Colmcille Naofa Knocklyon, Templeogue, Dublin 16 Yes

20223I Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada B̂‡thar An Ghrif̂›n, Leamhĉ¡n, Cô Ãtha Cliath Yes

19490b Scoil Mhuire Ballyboden, Dublin 16 Yes

19503H Scoil Chronain Sraid Mor, Rath Cuil, Co Atha Cliath Yes

20066S Lucan Educate Together Ns Bewley Way, Willsbrook, Lucan, Yes

19646G Scoil Santain Bothar Na Habhann Mor, Tamhlacht, Ath Cliath Yes
24

19647I St. Marys Sen N S Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19509T Scoil Nano Nagle Bawnoge, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19502F Scoil Aenghusa Jun Ns Balrothery, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19510e Talbot Senior Ns Bawnoge, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19658N Bishop Shanahan Ns Orwell Park, Templeogue, Dublin 16 Yes

19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Esker, Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes

19543T Scoil N An Croi Ro Naofa Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19556F St. Killians Junior School Castleview, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes

19541P Belgard Heights N S Scoil Ard Mhuire, Belgard Heights, Tallaght Yes

19542R St. Thomas Junior National Esker, Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes
School

19565G Scoil Treasa Firhouse Scoil Treasa Ballycullen Ave., Firhouse, Dublin 24 Yes

19566I Our Lady Queen Of Queen Of Apostles Ns, Clonburris, Clondalkin Yes
Apostles

19940g Gaelscoil Naomh Padraig Leamhcan, Co Baile Atha Cliath Yes
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19943M St. Damiens Ns Beechfield Close, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 Yes

19574H Marley Grange Ns Divine Word Ns, Marley Grange, Rathfarnham Yes

19575J St. Marys Junior N S Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

19576L S N Aenghusa Scoil N Aenghusa Sin, Balrothery, Tallaght Yes

19577N Scoil Iosa Scoil Nais Iosa, Tymon North, Tallaght Yes

19582G St. MaelruainśΛ N S Kilclare Avenue, Jobstown, Tallaght Yes

19569O Neillstown N S St. Peter Apostle Ns, Neillstown, Clondalkin Yes

19707A St. Ronans N S Deansrath, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 Yes

18886V Kill-O’-The-Grange Ns Deansgrange, Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes

17954H Scoil Caoimhin Naofa Mount Merrion, Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes

17970f Our Lady Of Mercy Rosemount Terrace, Booterstown, Co. Dublin Yes
Convent School

17979A S N Cnoc Ainbhil Lr Kilmacud Rd., Stillorgan/Blackrock, Co. Yes
Dublin.

17470i St. Raphaelas N S Upper Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin Yes

17507F S N Padraig Naofa Gleann Cuillin, Cilltighearnain, Co Atha Cliath Yes

18451J Scoil Lorcain Cearnog Eaton, Baile Na Manach, Co Atha Cliath Yes

15284B Taney N S Sydenham Villas, Dundrum, Dublin 14 Yes

16794G St. Brigids N S MervilléΛ Rd., Stillorgan, Blackrock.́Λ Co. Dublin Yes

14586M Carysfort Ns Convent Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes

05600c Clochar San Dominic Dunlaoghaire, Co. Dublin Yes

16352U St. Brigids Boys N S Foxrock, Dublin 18, 118 Yes

11873A Rathmichael N S Rathmichael, Shankill, Co. Dublin Yes

10494K All Saints N S Carysfort Ave., Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes

16629O Kilternan Church Of Kilternan, Co. Dublin, 118 Yes
Ireland Ns

15132B Harold Boys N S Dalkey, Co. Dublin Yes

19612M Dalkey School Project Glenageary Lodge, Glenageary, Co. Dublin Yes

19960m St. Johns N S Ballybrack, Co. Dublin Yes

19374W Garran Mhuire Goatstown, Dublin 14 Yes

19396J Na Maighdine Muire Girl Ballinteer, Dublin 16 Yes

19400u Sn Glen Na Gcaorach Wyvern, Killiney Rd., Killiney Yes

19723V Queen Of Angels Primary Wedgewood, Dundrum, Dublin 16 Yes
School

19979K St. Kevins N S Sallynoggin, Co. Dublin Yes

20149G The Harold School Eden Road, Glasthule, Co. Dublin Yes

19066L Loreto National School Dalkey, Co. Dublin Yes

19258U Scoil Padraig Naofa B Hollypark, Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes

19259W St. Patricks Gns Foxrock Ave., Foxrock, Dublin 18 Yes

19314E Scoil Na Maighdine Mhuire Broadford Rise, Balinteer, Dublin 16 Yes
Boy

19335M Scoil Na Aingeal Newtownpark Ave., Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes

20190t Holy Trinity National Glencairn, Leopardstown, Dublin 18 Yes
School

19319O St. Olafs N S Balally Drive, Dundrum, Dublin 16 Yes

19320W Our Lady Of Good Counsel Johnstown, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin Yes
Boys N S
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19321B Our Lady Good Counsel Johnstown, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin Yes
Gns

19437U Scoil Naithi Baile An Tsaoir, Dum Droma, Baile Atha Cliath Yes
16

19438W Scoil Colmcille Senior Wyattville, Ballybrack, Co. Dublin Yes

20020r Gaelscoil Thaobh Na Coille Beallairm̂›n, An Cĥ'im, B.A.C. 18 Yes

19888H St. Annes Mxd N S Stonebridge Road, Shankill, Co. Dublin Yes

19641T St. Colmcille Jun Ns Wyattville, Ballybrack, Co. Dublin Yes

19497P Scoil Mhuire Shankill, Co. Dublin Yes

20056P Gaelscoil Phadraig Ascaill Shileann, Baile Breac, Co Atha Cliath Yes

20060g Monkstown Educate Kill Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin Yes
Together Ns

20218P Archbishop Mcquaid Loughlinstown, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. Yes
National School

19904C Holy Cross N S Upper Kilmacud Road, Dundrum, Dublin 14 Yes

19537B St. Attractas Junior N S Meadowbrook, Dundrum, Dublin 16 Yes

19922E Our Ladys N S St. Columbanus Road, Milltown, Dublin 14 Yes

19938T St. Josephs Tivoli Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin Yes

19939V Scoil Naisiunta An Dea Whitehall Road, Churchtown, Dublin 14 Yes
Aoire

19945Q Rathfarnham Educate Loreto Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 Yes
Together

17782E S N Bride Naofa Sean Tallamh, Gaillimh Yes

16937C S N Fhursa Nile Lodge, Gaillimhe Yes

16943U Niochlas N S An Cladach, An Gaillimh Yes

16750j Parochial N S Cearnog Ti Na Cuairte, Gaillimh Yes

04515G Scoil An Linbh Iosa St. Francis St, Galway Yes

19401W S N Caitriona Sois Renmore, Co. Galway Yes

20350p Merlin Woods Primary Doughiska Road, Doughiska, Galway Yes
School

19371Q S N Iognaid Bothar Na Sliogan, Gaillimh Yes

19225F Scoil Michil Naofa Baile Ban, Gaillimh Yes

19226H Scoil Na Trionoide Naofa Muirbheach, Gaillimh Yes

19795A Tirellan Heights N S Headford Road, Galway Yes

19241D Dominican Convent Taylor Hill, Galway Yes

01013N Scoil Croi Iosa Presentation Road, Galway Yes

20108I St. John The Apostle, Western Distributor Road, Galway Yes
Knocknacarra

19468I Sn Caitriona Sinsear Sn Caitriona Sinsear, Renmore, Co. Galway Yes

20000l Galway Educate Together Thomas Hynes Rd., Newcastle, Galway Yes
N.S.

19858V Gaelscoil Dara B̂‡thar Bhaile An Locĥ¡in, An Rinn Mĥ‡r, Yes
Gaillimh

17331R S N An Droma Ballinakill, Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

17760r S N Baile An Leasa Dunmore, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

17770u S N Naomh Colmain C/O Scoil Cholmain, Muighros, Ĉ¡rna Yes

17771W S N Mhuire Lisin Na Coille, Uran Mor, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17772B S N Brighdhe Naofa Cinn Mara, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17793J S N Padraig Naofa Cloideach, Ath Cinn, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes
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18252D Scoil Mhuire Doire Glinne, Cross Bhothar Mhama, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

19357W Sn Tir Na Cille Sn Tir Na Cille, An Mam, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17574U S N Naomh Ciarain Cill Chiarain, Conamara, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17807R S N Cathair Geal Cathair Geal, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

17789S S N Cill Tartain Gort Inse Guaire, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18268S S N Cillinin Cilinin, Craughwell, Co. Galway Yes

17613E S N Caitriona Naofa Eachdruim, Co. Galway Yes

17456O S N Ronain Arainn, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17463L S N Briocain An Gort Mor, Rosmuc, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18309g Scoil Bride Brierfield, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

18332B Scoil Naomh Padraig Magh Locha, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17488E Sn An Aill Bhreach Baile Conaola, Connamara, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17485V S N Padraig Naofa Fothaine, Ath Eascrach, Beal Atha Na Slua Yes

17506D S N Breandan Naofa Dun Doighre, Coill Bhreac Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

18163E Sn N Breandain Eanach Dhuin, Cor An Dulla, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17502S S N Naomh Thomais Tobar Pheadar, Gaillimh Yes

17998E Sn Muire An Tsolais Sn Muire An Tsolais, MotáΛ Grainne Oige, Yes
BallinasloéΛ Co. Galway

16464I Castleblakeney N S Castleblakeney, Co. Galway Yes

17197Q S N An Leath Bhaile Tuaim, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17198S S N Muire Gan Smal Beal Atha Na Sluagh, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17529P S N Iomair Naofa Brackloon Cill Tulcha, Beal Atha N Riogh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

17539S S N Cill Cruain Scoil Chill Chruain, Ballymoe, Castlerea Yes

17547R S N Breandan Naofa Doire Iubhair, Gurteeny Woodford, LoughreáΛ Yes
Co. Galway

18042P Presentation Convent Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

18043R S N Muire Gan Smal Tir Na Neasrach, Ballycrissane, Ballinasloe Yes

17207Q S N Domhnach Padraig Cathair Loisgreain, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17221K Sn Colmcille An Caislean An Gearr, Gaillimh Yes

17242S S N Pairc Na Slinne Magh Glas, Baile Locha Riach, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

16936A S N Naomh Padraig Creagmore, Baile Clar Na Gaillimhe, Gaillimh Yes

17273G S N Baile Na Cille Baile Locha Riach, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17280D S N Baile Atha N Riogh Baile Atha N Riogh, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17282H Scoil Na Mbraithre Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

18089S Scoil Naomh Mhuire An Gharran, Oranmore, Co. Galway Yes

18111I S N Gort Na Gaoithe Gort Na Gaoithe Tuamard, Beal Atha Na Slua, Co Yes
Na Gaillimhe

18097R Togala Mhuire Cill Tulcha, Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

16982H S N Ath Eascrach Chuain Beal Atha Na Sluagh, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18112K Scoil Naomh Eanna Bullan, Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

18113M S N Cill Solain Killasolan, Caltra, Ballinasloe Yes

18121L S N Mhuire Carna, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18125T Scoil Naomh Mhuire An Creagan, Beal Atha Na Sluaigh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

18581W Scoil Mhuire Corr Na Mona, Clar Cloinne Mhuiris, Co Mhaigh Yes
Eo
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18608Q S N Muire Gan Smal Cladach Dubh, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17007I S N Ard Raithin Ard Raithin, Gaillimh Yes

17863E Scoil Iarlatha Naofa Mionloch, Beal Atha Na Slua, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17869Q S N Ciarain Naofa Dubhros, Cinn Mhara, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17870b Scoil Bhreandain Naofa Cluain Fhearta, Beal Atha Na Sluaigh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

17877P Scoil Muire Naofa Mionloch, Beal Atha Na Slua, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17639G Ceathru Na Ngarrdhanta Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

17919F Aibhistin Naofa Cluain Tuaiscirt, Beal Atha Na Sluagh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

17934B Scoil Bhride An Cnoc Bhreac, Beal Atha Na Sluaigh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

17095I S N Na Cealltraighe Kinclare, Cealltrach Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

17655U S N Caladh Na Muc Ros Cathail, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17660N S N Naomh Treasa Caiseal, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17689O S N Tir An Fhiaidh Leitir Mor, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18686N S N Gort Na Leime Dunmore, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

18746F Sn Muine Mhea Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

17118R S N Naomh Fhursa Clarain, Odhar Po, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18449G Scoil Naomh Chuan Cill Iomair, Beal Atha Na Sluagh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

18460k Sn Baile An Mhuilinn Baile An Mhuillinn, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

18490t Sn M An Croi Gan Smal Leenane, Co. Galway Yes

17154V S N Breandain Naofa Mullagh Gort Ui Mhaidin, Baile Locha Riabhach, Yes
Co Na Gaillimhe

17170t Baile Mor Siol Anmcadha Laurencetown, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

18222R Sn Ceathru Na Gaoithe Milltown, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

06489S S N An Tsaileain Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

16762Q S N Ide Naofa Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

07551C Ballinderreen Mxd N S Ballinderreen, Kilcolgan, Co. Galway Yes

07455G Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal Ballygar, Co. Roscommon Yes

15523Q S N Naomh Iosef Bothar An Chlochair, Cinn Mhara, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

15475I Kilconly N S Kilconly, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

16804G Sn Chlair Na Gaillimhe Baile Clar Na Gaillimhe, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

12502Q S N Eanna Roundstone, Co. Galway Yes

14642T S N Mhuire Baile Glas, Ard Rathain, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

14712O Sn An Fhairce Clar Chlainne Mhuiris, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

14724V Scoil Ronain Oilean Tra Bhan, Leitir Mor, Gaillimh Yes

05754G S N Creachmhaoil Craughwell, Co. Galway Yes

10863P S N Na Coille Glaise Ahascragh, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

14590D Ainbhthin Naofa Rosscahill, Co. Galway Yes

06044D S N Cill Cuile Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

11261P Scoil Mhuire An Tuairin, Beal An Daingin, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

11290W S N Muire Gan Smal Camas, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

11373D S N Mhuire Turlach Beag, Rosmuc, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

13821O S N Na Naomh Uile Cleggan, Co. Galway Yes

11669B S N Naomh Brid Nead An Iolraidh, Renvyle, Co. Galway Yes
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13927H Inishbofin N S Inishbofin, Co. Galway Yes

13951E S N Leitir Mucu Camas, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

13952G S N Bhride Leitir Caladh, Lettermore, Co. Galway Yes

04506F Scoil Na Ngasur Scoil Na Ngasur, Uaran Mor, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

15835M St. Brendans N S Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

12095G S N Naomh Antoine Baile Chonraoi, An Clochan, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

12138V S N Ceathru Na Laithigh Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

12106I S N Naomh Padraig An Chloch Bhreac, Clonbur, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

14294W Brierfield N School Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

15958F St. Josephs N.S. Woodford, Co. Galway Yes

15997P St. Brendan’s N.S. The Square, Eyrecourt, Co. Galway Yes

08379V Gortanumera N S Ballyshrule, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

12250P Scoil Mhuire Primary Sch Dublin Rd., Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

12339I S N Inis Meadhoin Arainn, Co. Na Gaillimhe Yes

14273O S N Padraig Naofa Lisin Na Heilte, Boyounagh, Castlerea Yes

14278B Scoil Naomh Padraig Knockroon, Headford, Co. Galway Yes

14377D S N Cill Conaill Cill Conaill, Beal Atha Na Sluagh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

10591I S N An Ard Mhoir Carna, Conamara, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

13629G S N Muire Letterfrack, Co. Galway Yes

14383V S N Padraig Naofa Bealach Liath, Beal Atha Garta, Co Gaillimh Yes

14420b S N Naomh Padraig Tully, Renvyle, Co. Galway Yes

14421D S N Ard Aird Thiar, Carna, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

14448A Cloughanower N S Ath Chinn, Co. Galway Yes

16071M Scoil Chroi Naofa Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

16121B Attymon N S Attymon, Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

16091S Gort Inse Guaire B N S Gort Inse Guaire, Gort, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

08512U Iomair N S Killimor, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

13686L S N Naomh Iosef Cong, Co. Mayo Yes

13699U S N Colmcille Lettermore, Co. Galway Yes

15027E S N Na Heaglaise Atha Eascrach, Beal Atha Na Sluagh, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

09069L S N An Bhain Mhoir Claregalway, Galway Yes

16596C St. Feichins N School Abbey, Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes

13208V Gort Convent Gort, Co. Galway Yes

16857E S N Naomh Uinseann Coolarne, Turloughmore, Athenry Yes

09833W S N Leitirgeis Leitirgeis N S, Rinn An Mhaoil, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

10095T S N Naomh Treasa Killure, Ahascragh, Co. Galway Yes

13365O Scoil Mhuire Oranmore, Co. Galway Yes

15228O S N Padraig Naofa Corr Gharra, Mountbellew Ballinasloe, Co. Yes
Galway

19380r Kilkerrin Central Sch Cile Choirin, Beal Atha Na Sluaighe, Co Na Yes
Gaillimhe

19388K Clonberne Central Sch Clonberne, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

19377F Naomh Colman Mac Tierneevin, Gort, Co. Galway Yes
Duaigh

19391W Garrafrauns Central Sch Garrafrauns Central Sch, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes
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20115F Scoil Einne An Spideal, Co. Na Gaillimhe Yes

20123E Gaelscoil Riabhach Baile Locha Riach, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

19973V Scoil Mhuire Clifden, Co. Galway Yes

20264W Gaelscoil Na Bhfil̂› Gort Inse Guaire, Co. Na Gaillimhe Yes

19770h Gurteen Central Ns Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

20345W S N Leitir Meallain Leitir Meallain, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

20280u Newtown Ns Newtown, Abbeyknockmoy, Tuam Yes

19276W St. Colmans Mxd N S Cummer, Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

19290q Ballyconeely N S Clifden, Co. Galway Yes

19275U Barnaderg Central Sch Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

19803T Sn Seamus Naofa Bearna, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

19818J Creggs Central N S Creegs, Via Roscommon, Co. Galway Yes

19828M Sn Cearn Mor Uaran Mor, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

01328P Kiltormer N S Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

01000e Esker N S Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

19449E St. Oliver Plunketts Ns Newcastle, Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

19996K St. Brendans Ns Portumna, Co. Galway Yes

19998O Gaelscoil De Hide Oran Mor, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

20199O Scoil N̂¡isînta Uachtar̂ Ãrd Oughterard, Co. Galway Yes

19997M Scoil Bhrige Agus Corrandulla, Co. Galway Yes
Bhreandain Naofa

20040A St. Brendans N S Belmont, Cloghans Hill, Tuam Yes

20042E Scoil An Chroi Naofa Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Yes

20211B Claregalway Educate Cloonbiggen Road, Claregalway, Co. Galway Yes
Together N S

20061I Gaelscoil Iarfhlatha Community Centre, Sr. An Easbaig, Tuaim Yes

19932H Sn Mhic Dara An Ceathru Rua, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

17349N S N An Leana Mhoir Beal Atha Longphoirt, Via Listowel, Co Chiarrai Yes

18233W Scoil Paroisteach Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

18247K S N Mhuire Na Mbraithre Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

18856M Scoil Naomh Iosef Ballyheigue, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

17358O S N Naomh Eirc Ard Fearta, Co. Kerry Yes

17365L Cahorreigh N S Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

18901O Rathmorrel N S Causeway, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

18184M S N Cill L̂raigh Causeway, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

16456J Scoil Naisiunta Eirc Baile An Mhoraigh, Baile Na Ngall, Tra Li Yes

18414D S N Gleann Beithe Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry Yes

17231N S N Cill Cuimin Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

18084I Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal Lixnaw, Co. Kerry Yes

18573A Scoil Chriost Ri Drumnacurra, Causeway, Co. Kerry Yes

18756I Fibough National School Caislean Na Mainge, Co Chiarrai Yes

18759O Cahir National School Kenmare, Co. Kerry Yes

16917T Naomh Padraig Measc Cathair Leithin, Traighli, Co Chiarrai Yes

18832V Castlemaine N S Castlemaine, Co. Kerry Yes

18590A Scoil Naomh Erc Ballyheigue, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

17012B S N An Fhossa Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

17072T S N Cill Cruinn Lios Tuathail, Co Chiarrai Yes
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17915U Freastogail Mhuire Mxd Killahan, Abbeydorney, Co. Kerry Yes

18705O Tarbert National School Tarbert, Co. Kerry Yes

17646T S N Uaimh Bhreanainn Traighli, Co Chiarrai Yes

17699R S N Tuairin Cathail Rathmore, Co. Kerry Yes

17710c S N An Chuilleanaig Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

17161S Kiltallagh N S Kiltallagh, Castlemaine, Co. Kerry Yes

17747C S N Na Srona Rathmore, Co. Kerry Yes

16702V Sc Mhuire Na Mbraithre Caherciveen, Co. Kerry Yes

16703A Scoil Na Mbraithre An Daingean, Co Chiarrai Yes

16744O Boheshill Mxd Glencar, Co. Kerry Yes

13530D Scoil Mhuire Tobar Mui Doire, Traili, Co Chiarrai Yes

13542K Cahirciveen Convent Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry Yes

13615L Scoil Eoin Balloonagh, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

12701W Scoil An Fhaill Mor Caherciveen, Co. Kerry Yes

12875J Douglas National School Killorglin, Co. Kerry Yes

05348S Scoil Eoin Tahilla, Sneem, Co. Kerry Yes

14767Q Aghacasla N S Camp, Co. Kerry Yes

06227L Sn Mhaolcheadair Baile Na Ngall, Tra Li, Co Chiarrai Yes

05970m Scoil Barr Dubh Lios NáΛ Gceann, Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

11248A Sn An Ghleanna An Daingean, Co Chiarrai Yes

11405N Faha National School Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

16281A Sn Naomh Gobnait Baile An Fheirt̂'araigh, Tr̂¡ L̂, Co Chiarrai Yes

03132I S N Sliabh A Mhadra Ballyduff, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

11363A Scoil Atha Na Mblath Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

11419B Scoil Bhreanainn Portmagee, Co. Kerry Yes

11746Q Castlegregory Mxd N S Castlegregory, Co. Kerry Yes

04062S Listowel Presentation Listowel, Co. Kerry Yes
Primary

15878H Derryquay Mxd N S Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

07841L Kilgobnet N S Beaufort, Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

15978L Curraheen Mxd N S Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry Yes

15945T Firies Mxd N S Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

16014A St. Finians An Corain, Co Chiarrai Yes

08251S Scoil Naomh Micheal Sneem, Co. Kerry Yes

07990f Scoil Naomh Carthach Ballyfinane, Firies, Killarney Yes

08530W Lauragh National School Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

08320l Kenmare Convent Kenmare, Co. Kerry Yes

12354E Clogher Mxd N S Ballymacelligott, Co. Kerry Yes

12820h Scoil Realt Na Mara Killorglin, Co. Kerry Yes

14366V Loughfouder N S Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry Yes

10755M Scoil An Fhirtearaigh Tra Li, Co Chiarrai Yes

14952L Muire Gan Smal Castleisland, Co. Kerry Yes

08687J S N Muire Gan Smal Na Corra, Cathair Saibhin, Co Chiarrai Yes

08791E Lissivigeen Mxd N S Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

14987H S N An Chlochan An Clochan, Co Chiarrai Yes

15033W S N Treasa Naofa Mxd Cill Floinn, Co. Kerry Yes
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14998M Lyre A Crompane N S Listowel, Co. Kerry Yes

16217O An Bhreac Chluain B Annascaul, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

09260b S N Lios Teilic Traili, Co Chiarrai Yes

09304S Raheen National School Headford, Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

09209B Castledrum N S Castlemaine, Co. Kerry Yes

16871V S N An Chroi Naofa Traighli, Co Chiarrai Yes

09708T Scoil Mhuire Knocknagoshel, Tralee, Co.Kerry. Yes

10014Q Coolick National School Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

09938N Curranes N S Castleisland, Co. Kerry Yes

10239R Crochan Naofa N S Cathair Donall, Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

10049M Loughguitane N S Cill Airne, Co Chirrai Yes

10394G Scoil Mhuire B&C Oilean Chiarrai, Co Chiarrai Yes

16898S S N Breandan Naofa Cathar Ui Mhodhrain, Traighli, Co Chiarrai Yes

19745I Scartaglin New Cent Sc Scairteach A Ghlinne, Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

19986H S N Eoin Baiste Garrai Na Dtor, Liospoil, Co Chiarrai Yes

20147S Scoil Mhuire Agus N.Treasa Currow, Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

02849C Kenmare Boys N S Kenmare, Co. Kerry Yes

02418V Knockaderry N S Farranfore, Co. Kerry Yes

20158A Tralee Educate Together Ns Collis Sandes House, KilleeńΛ Oakpark, Tralee Yes

19304B S N Cillin Liath Maistir Gaoithe, Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

01583I Glounaguillagh N S Caragh Lake, Co. Kerry Yes

19805A Ballyduff Central Ballyduff, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

01396J Tulloha National School Kenmare, Co. Kerry Yes

19436S Sn Naomh Mhichil Baile An Sceilg, Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

19458F Kilgarvan Central Schl Kilgarvan, Co. Kerry Yes

20196I Scoil̂ κosaĝ¡in Church Road, Ballybunion Yes

20111U Holy Family National Rathmore, Co. Kerry Yes
School

20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tuathail Lios Tuathail, Co Chiarrai Yes

19659P St. Brendans N S Fenit, Tralee, Co. Kerry Yes

19483E S N Dar Earca Ballyhearney, Valentia, Co. Kerry Yes

19487M Holy Cross Mercy Primary New Road, Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes
School

19492F Sn Oilibhear Naofa Beal Ata Longphuirt, Co Chiarrai Yes

19512I St. Olivers Ns Ballycasheen, Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

19536W Holy Family Holy Family Ns, Balloonagh, Tralee Co. Kerry Yes

19917L Gaelscoil Naomh Aogain Bothar Luimnigh, Oilean Chiarrai, Co Chiarrai Yes

20229U Nagle Rice Primary School Milltown, Killarney, Co. Kerry Yes

19941I Gaelscoil Faithleann Cill Airne, Co Chiarrai Yes

18515J Prosperous N S Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

17341U Maynooth B N S Maynooth, Co. Kildare Yes

17787O S N Colmcill Naofa Moone, Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

18288B Scoil Mhichil Naofa Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

17968S Ursaille Naofa Teach An Da Mhile, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

17995V S N Oilibhear Plunglead Killina, Carbury, Co. Kildare Yes

16845U Rathcoffey N S Rathcoffey, Donadea, Naas Yes

18179T S N Bride Lackagh, Monasterevan, Co. Kildare Yes
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18378C S N Naomh Ioseph Baile Ailbhir, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare Yes

18430b S N Baile Roibeaird Baile Roibeaird, Nas Na Riogh, Co Cill Dara Yes

16566Q Scoil Brid Main Street, Celbridge, Co. Kildare Yes

18018S Scoil Bhride N S Rathangan, Co. Kildare Yes

18551N Scoil Na Mainistreach Oldtown Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare. Yes

17254C Scoil Chorbain Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

18073D S N Mhuire C Allenwood, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

18055B S N Mhuire Ballymore Eustace, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

18092H S N Baile Mhic Adaim Baile Mhic Adaim, Magh Bhealaigh, Co Cill Dara Yes

18093J S N Cloch Rinnce Cloch Rinnce, Magh Bhealaigh, Co Cill Dara Yes

18096P S N Coill Dubh Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

18130m St. Patricks Ns Johnstownbridge, Enfield, Co. Meath Yes

17872F St. Conleths And Marys N Newbridge, Co. Kildare Yes
S

18644U Straffan N S Straffan, Co. Kildare Yes

18654A Caragh N S Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

17650k S N Ide Kilmeade, Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

17931S S N Brighde Ticknevin, Carbury, Co. Kildare Yes

18666H S N Tir Mochain Donadea, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

18675I S N Cill Daingin Kildangan, Monasterevan, Co. Kildare Yes

17662R S N Brighde Kill, Co. Kildare Yes

17674B St. Annes National School Ardclough, Straffan, Co. Kildare Yes

18449W St. Conleths N S Derrinturn, Carbury, Co. Kildare. Yes

18445O S N Scoil Treasa Kilshanroe, Enfield, Co. Kildare Yes

17714K S N Cill Cae Castledermot, Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

16654N S N Brighde Milltown, Newbridge, Co. Kildare Yes

16705E Scoil Phadraig Naofa An Tom Ard, Baile Atha I, Co. Chill Dara Yes

16706G St. Josephs Bns Kilcock, Co. Kildare Yes

16707I Scoil Naisiunta Naomh Monasterevan, Co. Kildare Yes
Pheadar

16777G S N Nmh Mhuire Donadea, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

12747A Kildare Monastery N S Kildare, Co. Kildare Yes

15456E Ballyshannon N S Ballyshannon, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare Yes

16817P Brannoxtown N S Brannockstown, Ballymore Eustace, Co. Kildare Yes

14643V S N Na Cloiche Moire Ballyraggan, Rathvilly, Co. Carlow Yes

13902O Hewetsons N S Clane, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

16345A Scoil Bhr̂›de Nurney, Co. Kildare. Yes

15769C Monasterevan Convent Monasterevan, Co. Kildare Yes

11893G St. Davids Ns Dublin Road, Naas, Co. Kildare. Yes

11976K Scoil Cĥ‡ca Naofa Cill Cĥ‡ca, Co. Chill Dara. Yes

15957D Rathangan B N S Rathangan Co. Kildare Yes

12998C S N Cianog Naofa Tigh Mochua, Coolcarrigan, Co. Kildare Yes

09414C St. Laurences N S Crookstown, Ballytore, Athy Yes

13165G Kilberry N S Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

15599D St. Brigids Primary School Kildare Town, County Kildare Yes

15040t Mercy Convent Primary Naas, Co. Kildare Yes
School
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16635J Curragh Camp B N S Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare Yes

16636L Curragh Camp G N S Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare Yes

13350b Scoil Bride Athgarvan N S, Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare Yes

13328I St. Patricks N S Morristown, Newbridge, Co. Kildare Yes

19425N Ballyroe Central N S Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

20271T Scoil Na Naomh Uilig Station Road, Newbridge, Co. Kildare Yes

20292E Maynooth Educate Celbridge Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare Yes
Together National

20351R Naas Community National Piper’s Hill, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes
School

19786W Castledermot Ns Mxd Castledermot Mxd Ns, Castledermot, Co. Kildare Yes

19794V Aghards N S Celbridge, Co. Kildare Yes

19796C St. Patricks Bns Clane, Co. Kildare Yes

19797E Scoil Naisiunta Bhride Prosperous Road, Clane, Co. Kildare Yes

20257C Scoil Naomh Padraig Hazelhatch Road, Celbridge, Co Kiladare Yes

20159C Gaelscoil Nas Na Riogh Nas, Co Chill Dara Yes

19452Q Scoil Mhuire Newbridge, Co. Kildare. Yes

00779U Presentation Girls Primary Maynooth, Co. Kildare Yes
School

19995I North Kildare Educate Celbridge, Co. Kildare Yes
Together Sch

20192A Gaelscoil̂ Ãthâ κ An Tom Ard, Bailê Ãthâ κ, Co. Chill Dara. Yes

19459H Leixlip Girls Ns Leixlip, Co. Kildare Yes

20023A Gaelscoil Chill Dara Green Road, Newbridge, Co Chill Dara Yes

20114D Scoil Br̂›d Oldtown, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

20058T Scoil Ui Fhiaich B̂‡thar Chill Droichid, Maigh Nuad, Co. Chill Yes
Dara

19897I Scoil Û› Riada Cill Choca, Co. Chill Dara Yes

19653D San Carlo Junior Ns Leixlip, Co. Kildare Yes

19550q Ballymany Junior Ns Newbridge, Co. Kildare Yes

19680g Scoil C.Ui Dhalaigh L̂'im An Bhrad̂¡in, Co Chill Dara Yes

19597T An Linbh Iosa Ballycane, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

20087D Killashee Multi- Kilcullen Road, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes
Denominational Ns

19684O Scoil Eoin Phoil Green Lane, Leixlip, Co. Kildare. Yes

17339K S N Naomh Chiarain Cuirt An Phuca, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17374M S N Chrion Choill Gathabawn, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17589K S N Chiaran Naofa Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17590s S N Moin Ruadh Mixed Knocktopher, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17357M S N Baile An Phiull Piltown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17471K S N Shean Bhoth New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

18158L S N Seamus Naofa Glenmore Via Waterford, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16445E St. Patricks Ns Boneyarrow, Clogh, Castlecomer Yes

16485Q St. Brendans Mixed N S Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17218V Kilkenny Mixed N S Comer Road, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17222M S N Mhichil Naofa Galmoy, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

17224Q S N Muire Gan Smal Graigenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17566V S N Bhridhe Kells, Co. Kilkenny Yes
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17253A S N Caislean An Cumair Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny Yes

18064C S N Muire Bealach Gabhrain, Co. Kilkenny Yes

18078N Scoil Bhride B7C Paulstown, Kilkenny Yes

17314R Scoil Naomh Eoin Dea Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny Yes

18607O Scoil Naomh Ioseph Clinstown, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17867M Scoil Iognaid De Ris Stephen Street, Kilkenny Yes

17905R S N Tobair Eoin Baisde Johnswell, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17911M Colmcille Mixed N S Bigwood, Mullinavat, Co Waterford Yes

18643S Holycross N.S. Firoda, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny Yes

18660s S N Shan Nioclas Windgap, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17073V S N Cholmcille Inis Teog, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17628R S N Naomh Padraig Mxd Baile Haol, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17108O St. Johns Infants N S Michael Street, Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17093E S N Bhreandain Naofa Nagh Coillidhe, Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny Yes

17675D S N Teampall Loiscithe Burnchurch, Cuffes Grange Kilkenny, Co. Yes
Kilkenny

18748J Listerlin Mixed N S Listerlin, Mullinavat, Via Waterford Yes

17758H Scoil Mhichil Naofa Crosspatrick, Co. Kilkenny (Via Thurles) Yes

07481H Kilmoganny Mixed N S Kilmoganny N S, Kilkenny Yes

16827S Scoil San Lionard Dunnamaggin, Co. Kilkenny Yes

12476S Slieverue Mixed N S Slieverue, Waterford, Co Waterford Yes

05437R Presentation Convent Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny Yes
G.N.S.

10835K Presentation Convent Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny Yes
National Schoo

05927L Church Hill Mixed N S Cuffes Grange, Co. Kilkenny Yes

06621P Ringville National School Ballinlaw, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16319G Graig Na Manach Buac Graigenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny Yes

15632V St. Joseph Girls N.S. School Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, Via Waterford Yes

14187V Seanan B N S Cill Mochua, Portlairge, Co Waterford Yes

14476F Wandesforde Mixed N S Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16140f Skeaghvastheen N S Skeaghvastheen, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16116I S N Naomh Colmain Clarach Higginstown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16204F S N An Moinin Rua Caislean An Chumair, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16230g S N Lisnafunchin Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16865D Clontubrid Mixed N S Freshford, Co. Kilkenny Yes

16875G S N Naomh Padraigh Strangmills, Kilmacon, Co Waterford Yes

15160g The Rower Mixed N S Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny Yes

19976E St. Beacons N S Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny Yes

20255V Bunscoil Mcauley Rice West Street, Callan, Co. Kilkenny Yes

20272V St Marys Primary School Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

02749V Ballyragget Boys Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny Yes

19267V Templeorum N S Templeorum, Piltown, Via Carrick-On-Suir Yes

19856R Gaelscoil Osrai Loch Bui, Cill Channaigh Yes

00788V Lisdowney N S Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny Yes

19626A St. Canices Central N S Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny Yes

20011Q St. Johns Senior Ns Ballybough Street, Kilkenny. Yes
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19905E Kilkenny School Project Springfield, Waterford Road, Kilkenny Yes

19925K Scoil Mhuire Presentation Convent, Parnell St., Kilkenny Yes

19930D Scoil An Chrô› R̂‡-Naofa Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny, Via Thurles Yes

19944O Goresbridge N.S. Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny Yes

18265M Bhride N S Ard Duach, Carlow, Co. Carlow Yes

17604D Raithin An Uisce N S Raithin An Uisce, Portlaoise, Co. Laoise Yes

18294T Barr Na Sruthan N S Barr Na Sruthan, Mountmellick, Co. Laois Yes

17441B Scoil Mhuire Wolfhill, Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

17489g S N Fionntan Naofa Abbeyleix, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

17493U Rosenallis N S Rosenallis, Co. Laois Yes

18166K Cluain Eidhneach N S Cluain Eidhneach, Mountrath, Co. Laois Yes

18368W Mhuire Fatima N S Tigh Mochua, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

18014K Scoil An Chroi Ro Naofa The Swan N.S., Via Athy, Co. Laois Yes

17555Q Scoil Naomh Abban Crettyard, Carlow, Co. Carlow Yes

18075H Rathdomhnaigh N S Rathdowney, Co. Laois Yes

18780f S N Naomh Colmcille Errill, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

18150s Fraoch Mor N S Fraoch Mor, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

18641O S N Naomh Eoin Portarlington, Co. Laois Yes

17883K Muire Naofa Castlecuffe Castlecuffe, Clonaslee, Co. Laois Yes

17064U Scoil Padraig Ballylinan, Co. Laois Yes

17084D Cill An Iubhair N S Cill An Iubhair, Mountrath, Co. Laois Yes

18433H Naomh Pius X N S Ballacolla, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

18203N Cul An Tsudaire N S Cul An Tsudaire, Portarlington, Co. Laois Yes

18206T Na Carraige N S Na Carraige, Mountmellick, Co. Laois Yes

18513F Naomh Padraig N S Doire Liaim Oig, Rosenallis, Co. Laois Yes

10544W Cosby N S Stradbally, Co. Laois Yes

07442U St. Josephs National School Borris In Ossory, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

07636K St. Fintans N S New Line Road, Mountrath, Co. Laois Yes

15446B Trummera N S Trummera, Mountrath, Co. Laois Yes

14838N Maryboro N S Maryboro, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

13741Q Rath Mixed N S Rath, Ballybrittas, Portlaoise Yes

15933M Camross N S Camross, Portlaoise, Co. Laoise Yes

14260f Abbeyleix Sth N S Abbeyleix, Co. Laois Yes

12231L Rush Hall Mixed N S Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

16070k Mountmellick Boys N S Mountmellick, Co. Laois Yes

13643Q Emo Mixed N S Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

15537E S N Baile Finn Baile Finn, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

15562D Cloch An Tsionnaigh N S Foxrock, Ballacolla, Abbeyleix Yes

16617H Ballyadams N S Ballyadams, Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

13343E Scoil Bhride Still Brook, Mountrath, Co. Laois Yes

20118L Scoil Bhride Cluain Na Sli, Mointeach Milic, Co. Laois Yes

19747M Scoil Bhride Ns Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

19750b Scoil Mhuire Abbeyleix, Co. Laois Yes

20353V St. Coleman’s National Stradbally, Laois Yes
School

20347D Portlaoise Educate Railway Street, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes
Together Ns
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16160l Clonaghadoo N S Clonaghadoo, Kilcavan, Geashill Yes

20169F Castletown N.S Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

20295K Carlow Educate Together Unit 5 Shamrock Business Park, Graiguecullen, Yes
Ns Co. Carlow

01556F Scoil Bhride Ballyroan, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

19286C S N Mhuire Presentation Convent, Portlaoise, Co. Laois Yes

20224K Gaelscoil An Tsli Dala Boiris Mor Ossari, Contae Laoise Yes

20071L Scoil Bhride Rathdowney, Co. Laois Yes

19360l Drumkeerin Central Ns Drumkeerin Central Sch, Drumkeerin, Co. Leitrim Yes

18822S St. Marys N.S. Summerhill, Carrick-On-Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

18329M S N Naomh Mhuire Leckann, Co. Leitrim Yes

16474L Carrigallen N S Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim Yes

18189G St. Hugh’s N.S. Dowra, (Via Carrick-On-Shannon), Co. Leitrim Yes

17558W S N Rosan Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim Yes

17206O Glebe N S Largy N S, Kinlough, Co. Leitrim Yes

18741S Faitima N S Cluana, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

16951T S N Na Craoibheleithe Drumkeeran, Co. Leitrim Yes

16932P Aughawillan Ns Garadice, Co. Leitrim Yes

18139H S N Naomh Padraig Tearmon Spencer Harbour, Carrick-On-Shannon, Yes
Co. Leitrim

18589P S N Mhic Diarmada Coillte Clochair, Co. Leitrim Yes

17906T Marist G N S Cara Droma Ruisc, Co. Leitrim Yes

18656E Sn Beal An Atha Mhoir Scoil Naomh Padraig, Beal An Atha Mhoir, Co. Yes
Leitrim

17132L Drumnamore N S Lawderdale, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

17125O Differeen N S Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim Yes

13614J S N Brid Naofa Beal An Atha Moir, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Yes
Leitrim

15382B Drumlease N S Dromahair, Co. Leitrim Yes

14898I Drumeela N S Carrigallen Po, Co. Leitrim, Via Cavan Yes

13908D Ballaghameehan N S Rossinver, Sligo Yes

08390j Mastersons N S Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim Yes

14339S Aughavas Ns Caraigallen, Co. Leitrim Yes

08673V The Hunt N S Castle Street, Mohill, Co. Leitrim Yes

16130c St. Josephs N S Killenumery, Dromahair, Co. Leitrim Yes

09353I Newtowngore N S 1 Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

15116D Ardvarney Mxd N S Dromahair, Co. Leitrim Yes

15194A Naomh Caillin Fiodhnach Foxfield, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Yes
Leitrim

19600f S N Naomh Mhuire Drumlea, Carrigallen, Via Cavan Yes

19365V Achadh Na Sileann Achadh Na Sileann, Cora Droma Ruisc, Co Yes
Liatroma

19423J St́Λ Patricks Ns Drumshambo, Co. Leitrim Yes

17233R Manorhamilton B N S Scoil San Clar, Manorhamilton, Leitrim Yes

20260o Gaelscoil Chluain̂›n Sr̂¡id An Chaislê¡in, Cluain̂›n Û› Ruairc, Co. Yes
Liatroma

19255O St. Michaels Ns Glenfarne, Co. Leitrim Yes

01125B Leitrim Mxd N S Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes
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20203C Mohill N S Mohill, Co. Leitrim Yes

20212D Gaelscoil Liatroma C L G Maomh Mhuire, Attyfinlay, Cora Droma Yes
R̂isc

19519W St. Brids Drumcong Central School, Drumcong, Co. Leitrim Yes

19554B Scoil Mhuire Bornacoola, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

20079E Four Masters Ns Kinlough, Co. Leitrim Yes

19332G S N Muire Na Heireann Caherdavin, Limerick City Yes

19372S South Hill N S South Hill, Limerick Yes

17445J Scoil Lile Naofa Kileely, Limerick Yes

16444C Scoil Padraig Naofa C Dublin Road, Limerick Yes

17941V St. Munchins G N S Ballynanty, Limerick Yes

17942A Scoil Mhainchin Buach Bothar Siolbroin, Limerick Yes

17671S Maria Auxiliatrix N S Fernbank, Limerick Yes

17737W Our Lady Queen Of Peace Janesboro, Limerick Yes
School

15320c St. Michaels Ns Cbs Grounds, Sexton Street, Limerick Yes

16715H St. John The Baptist Boys Downey Street, Pennywell, Limerick Yes
N S

12834S St. Michaels 11 Barrington St., Limerick Yes

00570r Mhuire Naofa Cailini Bishop Street, Limerick Yes

16910f Scoil Iosagain Sraid Seasnain, Limerick Yes

19956V Gaelscoil Sairseal Sraid An Droichid, Luimneach Yes

20185D St. Marys Boys Ns Island Road, Limerick Yes

19830W Corpus Christi N S Moyross, Limerick Yes

20184B Galvone Ns Kennedy Park, Limerick City Yes

19667O Our Lady Of Lourdes N S Rosbrien, Limerick Yes

19931F Gaelscoil Sheoirse Clancy, An Cnoc Theas, Luimneach Yes

19934L Limerick School Project O’Connell Avenue, Limerick Yes

19323F S N Beal Atha Grean Kilmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

18236F Scoil Naomh Muire Beal Atha Da Thuille, Co. Luimni Yes

18260c Scoil Mhuire Beal An Atha, Rathluirc, Co. Cork Yes

17438M Shanagolden N S Shanagolden, Co. Limerick Yes

17814O Gearoid Ui Ghriobhtha Loughill, Mountrenchard, Co. Limerick Yes

17981K S N Gleann Na Gcreabhar Gleann Na Gcreabhar, Cill Mocheallog, Co. Yes
Luimni

16439J Scoil Na Mbearnan Pallasagreen, Co. Limerick Yes

18177P Scoil Aine Naofa Rath Caola, Co. Luimni Yes

18530f Askeaton Senior Ns Askeaton, Co. Limerick Yes

17298W Kilbehenny N S Kilbehenny, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork Yes

18612H Scoil Mhuire Achadh Lin, Ballingarry, Co. Limerick Yes

18653V Scoil Naomh Iosef Rathkeale, Co. Limerick Yes

17076E Scoil Mhuire Gleann Ruadh, Kilmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

17060m Convent Of Mercy N S Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick Yes

17951B Scoil O Curain B Newcastlewest, Co. Limerick Yes

18426K Scoil Ide Naofa Raithineach, Bealach, Co. Luimni Yes

18708U S N Cill Lachtain Newcastlewest, Co. Limerick Yes

17138A Scoil Cill Colmain Ard Achadh, Co. Luimni Yes

17184H Oola National School Oola, Tipperary Yes
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06516S Kildimo National School Kildimo, Co. Limerick Yes

13459A S N Gallbhaile Galbally, Co. Tipperary Yes

16713D Scoil Na Mbraithre Doon, Co. Limerick Yes

12613C Glenbrohane N S Garryspillane, Killmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

16764U Kilmeedy N S Kilmeedy, Co. Limerick Yes

07857D S N Ailbhe Killinure, Limerick Yes

12631E Pallaskenry N S Pallaskenry N S, Co. Limerick Yes

12368P S N Naomh Padraig Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick Yes

10991B Garrydoolis N S Pallasagreen, Co. Limerick Yes

10929T Rathkeale N S 2 Rathkeale, Co. Limerick Yes

14625T Doon Convent N S Doon, Co. Limerick Yes

06539H Knockea National School Ballyneety, Co. Limerick Yes

11307N Ballyguiltenane N S Glin, Co. Limerick Yes

13790g Bulgaden N S Bulgaden, Kilmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

11280t Carrickerry N S Athea, Co. Limerick Yes

11422N Mahoonagh N S Castlemahon, Limerick Yes

15685T Athea N School Athea, Co. Limerick Yes

11809O S N Cnoch A Deaga Ballylanders, Co. Limerick Yes

15692Q Bilboa N School Bilboa, Cappaghamore, Co. Limerick Yes

15700m Cloverfield N S Cloverfield, Dromchaoin, Co. Limerick Yes

04466T Ballymartin N S Croom, Kilmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

11955C Coolcappa N S Ardagh, Co. Limerick Yes

07900b Ballysteen N S Askeaton, Co. Limerick Yes

08342V Bohermore N S Ballysimon, Co. Limerick Yes

14231V Nicker N S Nicker, Oldpallas, Co. Limerick Yes

14305B Ballylanders N S Kilmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

12975N St. Josephs Convent Newcastle West, Co. Limerick Yes

14409N Scoil Neassain Mungret, Limerick Yes

08419H Ardpatrick N S Killmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

08572P Bruree National School Bruree, Co. Limerick Yes

08926B St. Nicholas Church Of Adare, Co. Limerick Yes
Ireland Schoo

16239B Meenkilly N S Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick Yes

09296W Our Ladys Abbey Scoil Na Gcailini, Adare, Co. Limerick Yes

09132P Carnane Mxd N S Fedamore, Kilmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

13026P Kilfinane Convent Primary Kilfinane, Co. Limerick Yes
School

16264A Abbeyfeale B N S 1 Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick Yes

09306W Croom National School Croom, Co. Limerick Yes

09915B Martinstown N S Killmallock, Co. Limerick Yes

15226K Caherline N S Caherline, Caherconlish, Co. Limerick Yes

16913L Scoil Na Naoinean Eas Geiphtine, Co. Luimni Yes

19952N Hospital Ns Hospital, Co. Limerick Yes

20133H Scoil Dean Cussen Bru Na Ndeise, Co. Luimnigh Yes

20148U Gaelscoil Chaladh An Chaladh An Treoigh, Luimneach Yes
Treoigh

02358G Templeglantine N S Templeglantine, Co. Limerick Yes
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19800N Milford Grange N School Milford, Castletroy, Co. Limerick Yes

02007A Croagh National School Rathkeale, Co. Limerick Yes

19883U Gaelscoil O Doghair Caislean Nua Thiar, Co. Luimnigh Yes

20233L Scoil Chaitr̂›ona Cappamore, Co. Limerick Yes

19353O St. Patricks Ns Longford Dromard, Moyne, County Longford Yes

18258P Naomh Earnain N S Kilashee, Longford, Co. Longford Yes

18259R Lanesborough Primary Scoil Mhuire Gan Sm̂¡l, Lanesborough, Co. Yes
School Longford

18178R St. Josephs Convent Longford, Co. Longford Yes

17561L Samhthann N S Ballinalee, Longford, Co. Longford Yes

17644P Scoil Mhuire Aughnagarron, Granard, Co. Longford Yes

18733T S N Mhuire Cluain De Rath, Co Longphort Yes

17724N Baile An Clochain N S Ballycloghan, Carraig Bhuidhe, Co Longfoirt Yes

16665S St. Marys Mixed N S Drumlish, Longford, Co. Longford Yes

10223C Tashinny N S Tashinny, Colehill, Co. Longford Yes

07518E S N Cnoc An Mharcaigh Cnoc An Mharcaigh, Longford Yes

12683A Longford Mixed N S Battery Rd., Longford Yes

12813K St. Columbas Mxd N S Cloonagh, Dring, Co. Longford Yes

12736S Naomh Guasachta N S Bunlahy, Ballinalee, Co. Longford Yes

05115S S N An Leana Mor An Leana Mor, Co. Longford Yes

12136R Scoil Bhr̂›de Glen, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford Yes

14300o Killasonna Mixed N S Killasonna, Granard, Co. Longford Yes

13752V Naomh Padraig N S Muckerstaff, Coolarty, Co. Longford Yes

15122V St. Bernards Mixed N S Abbeylara, Longford, Co. Longford Yes

13313S St. John’s National School, Ballinalee Road, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford Yes

13320p Fermoyle Mixed N S Fermoyle, Lanesboro, Co. Longford Yes

20101R The Sacred Heart Primary Granard, Co. Longford Yes
N.S.

20128O St. Matthews Mixed N.S Ballymahon, Co. Longford Yes

20124G St. Marysn.S Edgeworthstown, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford Yes

19975C St. Patricks Ballinamuck, Co. Longford Yes

19987J Scoil Mhuire N S Newtownforbes, Co. Longford Yes

19171I S N Naomh Mhuire Baile Nua An Chaisil, Co Longphort Yes

19279F S N Naomh Treasa Clontumpher, Ballinalee, Co. Longford Yes

00856M Scoil Naomh Micheal Longford, Co. Longford Yes

19467G Saint Mels Saint Mels, Ardagh, Co. Longford Yes

18001B S N Naomh Lorcan Omeath, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18347O S N San Nioclas Nicholas St., Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18148I Scoil Bhride Mixed N S Lann Leire, Co. Louth Yes

16431Q S N Oilibear Beannaithe Stonetown Lubhadh, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

16469S St. Nicholas Monastery Ns Philip Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18019U S N Chaoimhin Naofa Philipstown, Dunleer, Co. Louth Yes

18382Q Scoil Bhride Siolach, Hackbalscross Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18391R S N Brighde Fochaird, Mountpleasant Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

17195M C.B.S. Primary Chapel Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

17550g Scoil Fhursa Haggardstown, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18034Q S N Mhuire Muchgrange, Grianphort Dun Dealgan, Co. Louth Yes
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18045V S N Muire Gan Smal Cartown, Termonfeckin Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

18069M Naomh Seosamh Mell, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

18101F S N Muire Pairc Na Rian, Jenkinstown Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18098T S N Bhride C Bothar Brugha, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

18099V S N Muire Na Trocaire Ardee, Co. Louth Yes

18126V S N San Nioclas Tigh Banan, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth Yes

17865I S N Naomh Muire B Ascal Na Comhdhala, Droichead Atha, Co Lu Yes

18635T S N Tigh An Iubhair Tigh An Iubhair, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

17059E Scoil Na Mbraithre Sn Geata An Domhnaigh, Droichead Atha, Co Lui Yes

17949O S N Padraig Naofa B Bothar Brugha, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

17952D S N Naomh Fhionain Dillonstown, Dunleer, Co. Louth Yes

17965M S N Bhride Ard Achaidh, Omeath, Dundalk Yes

18186Q Scoil Phadraig Naofa Kilcurry, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

18471P S N Rath Corr Riverstown, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

17726R S N Tulach Aluinn Tullyallen, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

18504E S N N Maolmhaodhagh B Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

15259C S N N Maolmhaodhagh C Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

15285D Sc Na Gcreagacha Dubha Blackrock, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

16749B Kilcurley Mixed N S Kilcurley, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

16760m Dromiskin Mixed N S Dromiskin, Co. Louth Yes

14651U Castletown Rd Convent Castletown Rd., Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

14578N Scoil Naomh Fainche Collan, Co. Louth Yes

11072M S N Naomh Peadar Bolton Street, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

03787L Walshestown N S Walshestown, Clogherhead Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

14069P Dun Dealgan N S Jocelyn Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

13670t Dulargy Mixed N S Dulargy, Ravensdale Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

16208N Scoil N̂¡iŝ›unta Naomh Termonfeckin, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes
Feicĥ›n

15101N Knockbridge Mixed N S Knockbridge, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

19598V Muire Na Ngael Ns Bay Estate, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

20259g St. Francis National School C/O Parish Centre, Sandy Lane, Blackrock Yes

19740v S N Aonghusa Geata An Domhnaigh, Droichead Atha, Co Lu Yes

20294I Aston Village Educate Dunlin Street, Aston Village, Drogheda Yes
Together Nati

20339E R̂'alt Na Mara School Mill Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

20349H Scoil Oilibĥ'ir Naofa C/O Shamrock Lodge/Boyne Rugby Club, Yes
Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda

02745N Tallonstown N S Tallonstown, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

02322I St. Olivers Ns Carlingford, Co. Louth Yes

19215C S N Ard Mhuire C Ballsgrove, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

19223B S N Padraig Baile Ui Ir, Mainistir Bhuithe, Drogheda Co. Yes
Louth

19246N S N An Tslanaitheora B Ard Easmuinn, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

19247P S N An Tslanaitheora C Ard Easmuinn, Dun Dealgan, Co. Louth Yes

20163Q S.N Eoin Baiste Fatima, Castletown, Dundalk Yes

01434O S N Columcille Tullydonnell, Togher, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

01553W Louth Mixed N S Louth, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes
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01554B Baile An Phusta N S Smarmore, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

00851C Presentation Convent Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

19892V Gaelscoil Dhun Dealgan Muirtheimhne Mor, Dun Dealgan, Co Lu Yes

19479N Rathmullan N S Rathmullen, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

19678T St. Pauls Senior Ns Rathmullen, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

19673J St. Josephs N S Avenue Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

17585C S N Beal Caradh Belcarra, Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

18848N S N Peadair Agus Pol Straide, Foxford, Co. Mayo Yes

18876S Sn Baile Cuisin Ballycushion, Kilconly, Tuam Yes

18880j S N Gort Sceiche Annefield, Hollymount, Co. Mayo Yes

17615I Sn Naomh Proinnsias An Choill Rua, Odhar, Co Na Gaillimhe Yes

18922W S N Chluain Luifin Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo Yes

16379R Valley N S Dugort, Achill, Co. Mayo Yes

17483R Carraholly N S Peadar O Cearnaigh - Principal, Westport, Co. Yes
Mayo

18002D Drumgallagh N S Ballycroy, Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

18145C Sn Nmh Treasa Kilkelly, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo Yes

18175L S N Beannchair Carrowmore, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

18561Q S N Naomh Ioseph Raithini, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

18562S S N An Teaghlaigh An Phairc, Turloch, Caislean An Bharraigh Yes

17209U Cooneal N.S. Cooneal, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

17562N S N Oilean Eadaigh Caislean A Bharraigh, Co. Mayo Yes

18070u Convent Of Mercy N.S. Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

18754E Sn Naomh Seosamh Bun An Chorraigh, Cathair Na Mart, Co Mhaigh Yes
Eo

18082E S N Dumhach Cathair Na Mart, Co. Mayo Yes

18594I S N Achaidh An Ghlaisin Beal An Mhuirthead, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

17301I S N Teach Caoin Clar Cloinne Mhuiris, Co. Mayo Yes

17321O S N An Coill Mhor Newport, Co. Mayo Yes

17039V S N Coill Mor Drummin, Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

17922R Cloghans Hill N S Tuam, Co. Galway Yes

17923T S N Beal An Mhuirthead Beal An Mhuirthead, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

17098O S N Tighearnain Naofa Via Crossmolina P.O., Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

17082W Scoil Chomain Naofa Hollymount, Co. Mayo Yes

18712L S N Cnoc Ruscaighe Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

17129W S N Naomh Padraig Rath Na Mbeach, Crossmolina, Co. Mayo Yes

17682A S N Colm Naofa Coggale, Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

17727T Sn Croi Muire Beal An Mhuirthid, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

17176I S N Realt Na Mara Mulranny, Co. Mayo Yes

13389F Sn An Trian Lair Beal Atha Na Muiche, Co. Mayo Yes

13444K S N Beal Atha Na Hein Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

13555T S N Faitche Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

13500r Mount Pleasant N S Ballyglass, Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

07054L Cullens N S Knockduff, Beal Atha An Fheadha, Co. Mayo Yes

07075T S N Naomh Feichin An Crois, Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

12569C S N Ros Dumhach Beal Atha An Fheadha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

12626L Sn Coill A Tsidheain Tuar Mhic Eadaigh, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes
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16756V S N Brighde Tuirin, Beal Atha Hamhnais, Co. Mayo Yes

16780s Culmore N S Swinford, Co. Mayo Yes

12568A Sn Inbhear Barr Na Tra, Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

16811D Killala N S Killala, Co. Mayo Yes

16832L Muirisc Ns Muirisc, Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

12373I S N Eachleime Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

12467R Craggagh N S Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo Yes

12792F Saint Michaels N S Church Road, Ardnaree, Ballina Yes

12808R Shraheen N S Fao: Gabriel O Laimhin, Principal, Cnoc Mhor, Yes
Foxford

12815O Cregduff N S Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo Yes

14497N S N B Curnanool Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

14671D S N Na Craobhaighe Carrowmore-Lacken, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

05120l Lehinch N S Hollymount, Co. Mayo Yes

14808E Irishtown N S Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

14863M Achill Sound Convent Ns Achill Sound, Co. Mayo Yes

14866S Sn Beal A Bhulain Bun An Chorraigh, Cathair Na Mart, Co Mhaigh Yes
Eo

14873P DookinelláΛ N.S. Keel, Achill, Co. Mayo Yes

05756K Burriscarra N S Carnacon, Ballyglass, Claremorris Yes

13758K Templemary N S Templemary Ns, Killala, Co. Mayo Yes

13773G S N Gort An Eadain Clar Chlainne Mhuiris, Co Mhuigheo Yes

13797U Lecanvey N S Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

14923E Keenagh N S Keenaghbeg P O, Beal Atha An Fheadha, Co. Yes
Mayo

16295L Sn An Chorrain Gob A Choire, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

16269K Killasser Ns Killasser, Swinford, Co. Mayo Yes

13882L S N Gleann Na Muaidhe Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

16283E S N Pol A Tsomais Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

16289Q St. Johns N S Carrowmore, Swinford, Co. Mayo Yes

15705W Rathkell N S Castlehill, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

11725I Beheymore N S Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

11834N Cloondaff N S Newport, Co. Mayo Yes

13945J Eskeragh N S Dooleeg, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

14064F S N Coill An Bhaile Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

14188A Barnatra N S Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

15866A Carrakennedy N S Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

04796R Brackloon N S Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

12173A Meelickmore N S Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

12206M S N Naomh Padraig Corrabheagain, Knockmore, Ballina Yes

14193Q S N Dubh Thuama Gaoth Saile, Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

14195U An Gleanna Mhoir S N Crossmolina, Co. Mayo Yes

14205U S N Mainistir Muigheo Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

14258S Cill Mhor Iorrais Beal An Mhuirthead, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

15967G Crimlin N S Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

15996N Rathbane N S Bofeenaun, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

16021U Lisaniska N S S N Lios An Uisce, Beal Easa, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes
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08302J Holy Trinity National Newport Road, Westport, Co. Mayo Yes
School

12350t S N Na Haille Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo Yes

12816Q S N Ceathru An Chlochar Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo Yes

14290o Scoil Naomh Brid Ballycastle, Co. Mayo Yes

14400s S N Cill Mhuire Crossmolina, Co. Mayo Yes

16052I S N Naomh Padraig Saile Gob A Choire, Acaill, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

12936D Cloonlyon N S Charlestown, Co. Mayo Yes

12938H S N Tamhnighan Fheadha Charlestown, Co. Mayo Yes

14418O Bofield Mixed N S Attymass, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

14534Q Gortjordan N S Kilmaine, Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

14865Q Killocrann N S Castle Hill, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

16122D Knock N S Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

16113C Sn Toin Na Gaoithe Toin Na Gaoithe, Cathair Na Mart, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

13659I Beacan Mixed N S Bekan, Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

13667H SńΛ Muine Chonallain Beal An Atha, Co. Mayo Yes

13684H Beannchor N S Bangor, Erris, Co. Mayo Yes

15030q St. Marys N S Aghamore, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo Yes

15032U S N Muire Gan Smal Ceathru Thaidgh, Beal Atha An Fheadha, Co Yes
Mhaigh Eo

16170o Cloghans N S Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

16173U Kinaffe N S Swinford, Co. Mayo Yes

09040k Newtownwhite N S Ballysokerry, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

13080v Kilmovee In S Ballaghadeerreen, Co. Roscommon Yes

13145A S N Naomh Colm Cille Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

15539I St. JohnśΛ Ns Lugboy, Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

16630W Ceara N S Bonniconlon, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

09658H Glenisland N S Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

13225V Cormaic Nfa Garranard P O, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

13222P Sn Gleann A Chaisil Bun Na Habhna, Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

15014S Corclough Ns Corchloch, Beal An Mhuirthid, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

15113U S N Sheamais Barnacogue, Swinford, Co. Mayo Yes

16618J Myna N S Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

13383Q S N An Tsraith Bun Na Habhann, Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

13311O St. Patricks Ns Clare Island, Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

16904K S N Lainn Cille Cathair Na Mart, Co. Mayo Yes

16911H S N Leath Ardan Beal Atha Na Fheadha, Co. Mayo Yes

19710m Barnacarroll Central Ns Barnacarroll, Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

19951L Swinford Ns Swinford, Co. Mayo Yes

19972T S N Uileog De Burca Clar Chlainne Mhuiris, Co Maigh Eo Yes

19394F Robeen Central N S Robeen Central N S, Hollymount, Co. Mayo Yes

20125I Crossmolina N.S. Crossmolina, Co. Mayo. Yes

20256A Scoil N̂¡isînta Thuar Mhic Trianl̂¡ir, Tuar Mhiĉ γadaigh, Co. Mhaigh Eo Yes
ˆγadaigh

19402B Ballyvary Central N S Ballyvary Central N S, Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

20142I Scoil Iosa Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo Yes

19776T Geesala Central School Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes
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02912G Scoil Na Gcoillini Miliuc, Beal Atha Na Muice, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

18506I S N Naomh Padraig B Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

19812U Foxford Central Ns Foxford, Co. Mayo Yes

19798G St. Colmans Ns Dernabruck, Cloontia, BallymotéΛ́Λ́Λ Co. Sligo Yes

20275E Scoil̂ κosa Convent Hill, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

01676P Ballindine B N S Ballindine, Co. Mayo Yes

19808G Tavrane Central Ns Kilkelly, Co. Mayo Yes

19832D Scoil Raifteiri Faiche An Aonaigh, Gort Na Fuarain, Caislean An Yes
Bharraigh

19324H S N Teaghlaigh Naofa Sn Teaghlaigh Naofa, Killeen, Louisburgh́Λ Co. Yes
Mayo

19451O Newport Central Baile Ui Bhfiachain, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

19651W Carracastle Central Ns Carracastle, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon Yes

20037L S N Padraig Naofa Louisburgh, Co. Mayo Yes

20046M Gaelscoil Na Cruaiche Sraid Altamount, Cathair Na Mart, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

20217N Mount Palmer National Kincon, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes
School

19488O Scoil Naomh Feichin Sn Ath Ti Mheasaigh, Beal Atha An Fheadha, Co Yes
Mhaigheo

19903A Kiltimagh Central Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo Yes

19911W St. Patricks Central Ns Kilmaine, Co. Mayo Yes

19914F Scoil Naisiunta Thola Both Thola, Clar Chlainne Mhuiris, Mhaigh Eo Yes

19915H Claremorris Boys Ns Claremorris, Co. Mayo Yes

19916J St. Peters Ns Snugboro, Castlebar, Co. Mayo Yes

20230f Scoil Phadraic Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

20084U Gaelscoil Bheal An Atha Corrai Mhuireann, Beal An Atha, Co Mhaigh Eo Yes

20089H St. Josephs N. S. Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo Yes

17742P Scoil Nais Mhuire Naofa Kiltale, Dunsany, Co. Meath Yes

17839H S N Bheinn Naofa B Duleek, Co. Meath Yes

17840p S N Bheinin Naofa C Duleek, Co. Meath Yes

17986U S N Nmh Sheosamh Boyerstown, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

17969U S N Mhuire An Uaimh, Co Na Mi Yes

18344I S N Mhuire Moynalvey, Summerhill, Co. Meath Yes

18358T S N Fiach Baile Na Criadh, Oldcastle, Co. Meath Yes

18169Q S N Rath Riagain Baile An Bhothair, Dun Boinne, Co Na Midhe Yes

17513A S N Cill Bhrighde Kilbride, Trim, Co. Meath Yes

17520u S N Mhuire Robinstown, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

17521W S N Colmcille Scrin, Tara, Co. Meath Yes

18174J S N Caitriona Naofa Baile Oirthir, Ceannanus Mor, Co Na Midhe Yes

18413B S N Naomh Treasa Bellewstown, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

17560j S N Seosamh Naomtha Dun Doire, An Uaimh, Co Na Mi Yes

18016O S N Columbain Baile Iomhair, Co Na Midhe Yes

18040l S N Naomh Padraig Slane, Co. Meath Yes

18051Q Coole N.S, Garradice, Kilcock, Co. Kildare. Yes

17203I S N Ultain Naofa Domhnach Padraig, An Uaimh, Co Na Midhe Yes

17220i S N Bhrighde Meath Hill, Drumconrath, Co. Meath Yes

18037W S N Mhuire Baile Ui Earain, Baile Loibin, Co Na Mi Yes
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16991I Carnaross N S Carn Na Ros, Ceannannas Mor, Co Na Mi Yes

17312N S N Cul An Mhuilinn Culmullen, Drumree, Co. Meath Yes

17856H S N Dun Uabhair Dun Ubhair, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

18132Q S N Muire Carlanstown, Kells, Co. Meath Yes

17029S S N Naomh Cianain Cushenstown, Ashbourne, Co. Meath Yes

17930q S N Seachnaill Naofa Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath Yes

17123K Kilmainham Wood N S Kilmainham Wood, Kells, Co. Meath Yes

17964K S N Mhuire Naofa Rathfeigh, Tara, Co. Meath Yes

17946I Scoil Nais Naomh Aine Maio, Tierworker, Kells Yes

17947K Scoil Naomh Bride Boardsmill, Trim, Co. Meath Yes

17705J S N Cros Ban Whitecross, Julianstown, Co. Meath Yes

18429Q S N Mhuire Cul Ronain, Baile Iomhair, Co. Meath Yes

18448U S N Rath Beagain Rath Beagain, Dun Seachnaill, Co Na Midhe Yes

17175G Bohermeen N S Bohermeen, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

17741N Scoil Nais Aitinn Bhui Beauparc, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

18195R St. Finian N S Clonalvy, Garristown, Co. Meath Yes

18500t S N Naomh Colmcille Cnoc Hanobhar, Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes

07120v Killyon N S Killyon, Cnoc An Dun, Co. Meath Yes

15483H St. Louis N S Rathkenny, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

16774A Scoil Nais An Obair Nobber, Co. Meath Yes

16790v S N Naomh Seosamh Dunsany, Co. Meath Yes

12488C Oldcastle Mxd N S Chapel St., Oldcastle, Co. Meath Yes

03275H Newtown N S Newtown, Ardee, Co. Louth Yes

04210h Kilmessan Mxd N S Kilmessan, Co. Meath Yes

11978O Scoil Mhuire Ns Moylagh, Oldcastle, Co. Meath Yes

12068D Our Lady Of Mercy Ns Kells, Co. Meath Yes

14348T Carrickleck N S Carrickleck, Kingscourt, Co. Meath Yes

16100q Mercy Convent N S Navan, Co. Meath Yes

16143L S N Pheadair Agus Phoil Drumconrath, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

09238I Ballinlough N S Ballinlough, Kells, Co. Meath Yes

16549Q Knockcommon N S Knockcommon, Beauparc, Co. Meath Yes

15104T Bride Naofa N S Cannistown, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

16646O St. Marys Convent N S Trim, Co. Meath Yes

20258E Gaelscoil An Bhrad̂¡in Mill Road, Mornington Yes
Feasa

02905J S N Naomh Padraig Baile Bacuin, Enfield, Co. Meath Yes

19018A Dangan Mixed N S Dangan, Summerhill, Co. Meath Yes

20382F Gaelscoil Na M̂› C/O Donaghmore Ashbourne Gaa, Ashbourne Yes

20352T Ard R̂› Community C/O Navan Rugby Club, Navan, Co. Meath Yes
National School

17821L Scoil Nais Mhuire Naofa Enfield, Co. Meath Yes

19768U Scoil Mhuire Ashbourne, Co. Meath Yes

17088L Scoil Û› Ghramhnaigh R̂¡th Chairn, Ath Bû›, Co. Na M̂› Yes

18887A Scoil Nais Maol Hosae Kilcock, Co. Kildare Yes

19253K Scoil Naomh Barra Wilkinstown, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

01421F Kilskyre Mixed N S Kilskyre, Kells, Co. Meath Yes

19813W Kildalkey Central N S Kildalkey, Co. Meath Yes
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19300q Castlejordan Central Ns Castlejordan, Co. Meath Yes

01309L Stackallen N S Stackallen, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

20180q Scoil Naomh Eoin Clonmagadden Valley, Windtown, Navan Yes

00883P Aine Naofa N S Navan, Co. Meath Yes

20191V St. PeterśΛ National School St. Peters Ns, Coi, Maynooth Rd., Dunboyne Yes

20200t Ratoath Senior Ns Ratoath, Co. Meath Yes

19867W Scoil Na Rithe Dun Seachlainn, Co Na Mi Yes

19476H St. Oliver Plunkett Ns Navan, Co. Meath Yes

20017F Scoil An Spioraid Naoimh Laytown, Co. Meath. Yes

20215J St. Pauls Ns Ratoath, Co. Meath Yes

19486K Scoil Nais Deaglain Ashbourne, Co. Meath Yes

20051F Gaelscoil Na Boinne Dublin Road, Trim, Co. Meath. Yes

20032B Dunboyne Junior N S Dunboyne, Co. Meath Yes

19671F St. Pauls N S Abbeylands, Navan, Co. Meath Yes

20082Q Gaelscoil Dhun Buinne Dun Buinne, Co Na Mi Yes

18234B Scoil Naomh Padraig Eo-Dhruim, Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan Yes

18256L Scoil Bhrighde Silverstream, Monaghan Yes

19362P St. Patricks N S Clara, Killybrone, EmyvaléΛ Co. Monaghan Yes

17776J S N Comhghall Coininsi, Clones, Co. Monaghan Yes

18820o S N Cholmcille Taithe Bui, Carraig Mhachaire Rois, Co Yes
Mhuineachain

18023L S N Ath Na Bh-Fearcon Aughnafarcon, Broomfield, Castleblayney Yes

18401R Scoil Mhuire Glasloch, Muineachan Yes

18539A Scoil Naomh Mhuire Cluain Tiobraid, Co Muineachain Yes

16923O Urbleshanny N S Urbleshanny, Scotstown, Co. Monaghan Yes

16954C Scoil Mhichil Rockwallace, Co. Monaghan Yes

17099Q S N Naomh Iosef Carraig Mhachaire Rois, Co. Monaghan Yes

17686I Scoil Mhuire Bns Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan Yes

17126Q Scoil Enda Achadh Na Habhla, Cluain Eois, Co Muineachain Yes

17150N St. Marys Bns St. Marys Hill, Monaghan, Co. Monaghan Yes

18482U Mhuire Gransla Leachtgallon, Cluain Eois, Co Muineachain Yes

17735S St. Patricks Ns Broomfield, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan Yes

18494E St. Louis Infant School Park Road, Monaghan, Co. Monaghan Yes

15329U Bun Scoil Louis Naofa Cloughvalley, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Yes

16769H Latnamard N S Latnamard, Smithboro, Co. Monaghan Yes

05501A Scoil Naoimh Eanna Killanny, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Yes

10751E Clontibret N S Clontibret, Monaghan Yes

06117E Doohamlet N S Doohamlet, Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan Yes

06028F Rockcorry N S Rockcorry, Monaghan Yes

16319W Castleblaney Con Infts Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan Yes

15654I Knockconnon N S Knockconnon, Emyvale, Co. Monaghan Yes

14071C Drumgossett N S Drumgossett, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Yes

07751K Monaghan Model School Monaghan, Co. Monaghan Yes

10429W Scoil Mhuire Rockcorry, Co. Monaghan Yes

13632L Annalitten N S Annalitten Ns, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan Yes

16129R Corcaghan N S Corcaghan, Stranooden, Co. Monaghan Yes
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16202B Castleblayney Convent Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan Yes

09186P Scoil Mhuire Machaire Airne, Smithborough, Co. Monaghan Yes

15142E Naomh Micheal Domhnach Maighin, Carraig Mhachaire Rois, Co. Yes
Monaghan

10282S Drumacruttin N S Drumacruttin, Co. Monaghan Yes

19364T Killeevan Central N S Newbliss, Co. Monaghan Yes

19703P Drumcorrin N S Drum, Co. Monaghan Yes

20120v St. Tiarnach’s Primary Clones, Co. Monaghan Yes
School

19736H Scoil Phadraig Corduff, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Yes

19737J Castleblayney Cent N S Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan Yes

19738L St. Dympnas Ns Tydavnet, Co. Monaghan Yes

00359V St. Louis Girls National Park Road, Monaghan Town Yes
School

00373P Deravoy National School Deravoy, Emyvale, Co. Monaghan Yes

20337A Edenmore N.S. Emyvale, Co. Monaghan Yes

19780k Scoil Bride Mullaghrafferty, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan Yes

19036C Scoil Phadraig Garrann, Tyholland, Co. Monaghan Yes

16842O Eanaigh Gheala N S Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan Yes

19162H Threemilehouse N S Threemilehouse, Co. Monaghan Yes

19259G Scoil Naomh Deagha Inniskeen, Dundalk, Co. Louth Yes

20174V Scoil Eanna Ballybay, Co. Monaghan Yes

19434O Latton Latton Ns, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan Yes

19857T Scoil Rois Carraig Mhachaire Rois, Co Mhuineachain Yes

19469K Naomh Oliver Plunkett Loch Morn, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan Yes

19884W Ballybay Central Ns Ballybay, Co. Monaghan Yes

20055N Gaelscoil Eois Eanach Cille, LiośΛ Darach, Co Mhuineachain Yes

20246U The Billis National School Glaslough, Co. Monaghan Yes

19936P Gaelscoil Ultain An Cnoc, Muineachan Yes

18524K S N Naomh Brighde Buach Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

17753U S N Chiarain Naofa Breach Choill, Kilcormac, Birr Yes

19354Q St. Colmans N S Cappagh, Croghan, Tullamore Yes

18797W S N Naomh Seosamh Arden View, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

18267Q Croinchoill N S Croinchill, Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

17616K Naomh Mhuire N S Inis Na Mbreathnach, Geisill, Co. Offaly Yes

17827A Scoil Phadraig Portarlington, Co. Laois Yes

18328K S N Phadraig Baile Bhriain, Fahy, Co. Offaly Yes

18157J St. Rynaghs N S Banagher, Co. Offaly Yes

18364O S N Muire Bainrion Edenderry, Co. Offaly Yes

16435B St. Ciarans Mixed N S Ballycumber, Co. Offaly Yes

17508H S N Naomh Cholumchille Durrow, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

17523D S N Cronain Naofa Drum Ui Cianain, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary Yes

18406E S N Proinsias Naofa Clarach, Co Ua Bhfailghe Yes

17540D S N Mhanachain An Tobar, An Mota, Co Na H Iarmhidhe Yes

18057F Scoil Mhuire Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

18068K S N Peadar Agus Pol Ath An Urchair, Moate, Co. Offaly Yes

18777Q S N Lomchluana An Clochan, Co Uibh Fhaili Yes
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18795S S N Mhuire Cul An Airne, Blue Ball, Tullamore Yes

16928B S N Naomh Philomena Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

16990g S N Naomh Callin Ros Sionnaigh, Ballinahown, Athlone Yes

18115Q S N Mhuire Cluain Na Ngamhain, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

17031F Shinchill N S Shinchill, Killeigh, Tullamore Yes

17069H S N Muire Naofa Pollach, Rahan, Tullamore Yes

17637S S N Sheosaimh Naofa Beal Atha Na Gcarr, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

17746A Scoil Colmain Naofa Muclach, Screagain, An Tulach Mhor Yes

15325M Clonbullogue N S Clonbullogue, Co. Offaly Yes

07191V S N Seosamh Gortnamona, Blueball, Tullamore Yes

15395K Mount Bolus N S Mount Bolus, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

16802C Ceann Eitigh N S Ceann Eitigh, Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

12370c St. Brendans Monastery Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

11203B Seir Kierans N S Clareen, Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

03220f Mercy Primary School Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

15638K Edenderry 2 N S Edenderry, Co. Offaly Yes

16013V Edenderry Convent N S St. Marys Road, Edenderry, Co. Offaly Yes

15983E S N Naomh Brogain Brackna, Rathangan, Co. Kildare Yes

12294M St. Cronans Mixed N S Banagher, Co. Offaly Yes

12343W Shinrone Mixed N S Shinrone, Co. Offaly Yes

09191I Geashill 1 N S Geashill, Co. Offaly Yes

13118U Clara Convent N S Clara, Co. Offaly Yes

13191H High St. Mixed N S Belmont, Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

16620t Daingean N S Daingean, Co. Offaly Yes

19713S Arden Boys Ns Arden View, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

20267F Scoil Bhr̂›de Primary School Carrick Road, Edenderry, Co. Offaly Yes

20273A S N Chartaigh Naofa Rahan, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes

19990v Gaelscoil An Eiscir Riada Cluain Calga, An Tulach Mhor, Co. Uibh Fhaili Yes

20289P St. Cynoc’s National School Ferbane, Co. Offaly Yes

17188P S N Chiarain Naofa Clonmacnois Ns, Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly Yes

20387P Scoil Mhuire Agus Kilcormac, Co. Offaly Yes
Chormaic

20332N Gaelscoil̂ γadan Doire Club Sacair Bhailê γadain Doire,̂ γadan Doire, Co Yes
Û›bh Fĥ¡il̂›

19638H Coolderry Central Ns Brosna, Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

20189L Tullamore Educate Collins Lane, Tullamore, Co. Offaly Yes
Together Ns

20068W St. Marys National School Cloghan, Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

18536R S N Mhuire Lourdes Loch Glinne, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

17353E S N Cill Trostain Strokestown, Co. Roscommon Yes

17329H S N Paroisteach Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

17808T St. Mary’s Primary Strokestown, Co. Roscommon Yes

18272J S N Naomh Eoin Lecarrow, Co. Roscommon Yes

17492S S N Mhuire Kilmurray, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

18182I Naomh Atrachta Kingsland, Mainistir Na Buille, Co. Roscommon Yes

18005J Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal Fiobhach Diseart, Beal Atha Na Sluaighe, Co Yes
Roscomain
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18027T Clooniquin N S Ailfionn, Caislean Riabhach, Co Ros Comain Yes

18742U Roxboro N S Doireain, Roscomain Yes

17266J Ballanagare N S Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

18626S S N An Gleann Duibh Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

17054R S N Ard Cianain Druim, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

17622F S N Lasair Naofa Arigna, Carrick On Shannon, Co. Leitrim Yes

17904P S N Brusna Brusna, Bealach A Doirin, Co. Roscommon Yes

17100v S N Rath Aradh Roscommon, Co. Roscommon Yes

17094G S N Rath Cruachan Beal Atha Na Gcearr, Caislean Riabhach, Co. Yes
Roscommon

17709R S N Naomh Mhuire Drumboylan, Leitrim P.O., Carrick-On-Shannnon Yes

18454P S N Naomh Treasa Carraigin Rua, Mainistir Na Buille, Co. Yes
Roscommon

18729F Ballintleva N S Curraghboy, Athlone, Co. Roscommon Yes

17748E S N Padraig Naofa Dungar, Caisleain Riabhach, Co. Roscommon Yes

15255R Don N S Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon Yes

15425Q Fairymount N S Fairymount Ns, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

15531P Scoil Mhuire, Newtown, Ballinasloe, Co. Roscommon. Yes

15545D Castleplunkett N S Castleplunkett, Co. Roscommon Yes

16815L S N Naomh Ceitheach Runamoat, Co. Roscommon Yes

06100k S N Cill Ronain Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

11201U S N Naomh Padraig Scrabbagh Ns, Kilmore, Carrick On Shannon Yes

11242L Cloonbonnif N S Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

13757I Tarmon N S Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

11466K Lismoil N S Curragboy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

16334S Ballintubber N S Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

15628H St. Josephs B N S Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

13978B S N Naomh Padraig Beal Atha Fearnan, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

15664L Granlahan G N S Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon Yes

11943S Ballinlough N S Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon Yes

12003V S N Ronain Caislean Samsain, Beal An Mulla, Athlone Yes

14056G Mount Talbot N S Mount Talbot, Co. Roscommon Yes

16009H Carrick Mixed N S Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon Yes

15980v Camcloon N S Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

14356S Lisaniskey N S Ballydooley P O, Oran, Co. Roscommon Yes

16034G Tulsk N S Tuslk, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

13047A S N Lios A Cuill M Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

12964I S N Naomh Seosamh Ballymurray, Co. Roscommon Yes

16127N Gorthaganny N S Carrowbehy Po, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

14966W Kilteevan N S Roscommon, Co. Roscommon Yes

13198V St. Annes Con N S Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

15543W Tibohine N S Castlerea, Roscommon Yes

15557K Cloonfad N S Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo Yes

13262E Clover Hill N S Roscommon, Co. Roscommon Yes

15083O St. Marys Convent N S Roscommon, Co. Roscommon Yes

15043C Clochar Na Trocaire Mainistir Na Buille, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes
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19368E S N Naomh Ciaran Scoil Naomh Ciaran, Rooty CrosśΛ Oldtown Po, Yes
Athlone

20126K Gaelscoil De Hide Cnoc Na Cruibe, Br Na Gaillimhe, Roscomain Yes

01866U Ballyforan Mixed N S Ballinasloe, Co. Roscommon Yes

18165I Tisrara National School Tigh Srathra, Co. Roscommon Yes

19257S Strabaggan N S Loch Aillinne, Cara Droma Ruisg, Co. Yes
Roscommon

01607T S N Cor Na Fola B Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

19809I Abbeycarton Ns Elphin, Co. Roscommon Yes

19815D St. Bridgets N School Four Mile House, Co. Roscommon Yes

01086R S N Pol Naofa Castlerea, Co. Roscommon Yes

19534S Ballybay Central Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Roscommon Yes

19720p N Micheal Agus Padraig Cootehall, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

17774F S N Lissara Naofa Baile Na Carra, Baile An Mhota, Co Sligeach Yes

17838F S N Eoin Naofa Baile Easa Dara, Co Sligeach Yes

18298E S N Cul Fada Cul Fada, Ballymote, Co. Sligo Yes

18334F S N Cnoc Mionna Baile An Mĥ‡ta, Co Shligigh Yes

18366S S N Aodain Ballintrillick, Cliffoney, Co. Sligo Yes

16492N Rathlee N S Easkey, Co. Sligo Yes

18029A S N Muire Gan Smal Druimeanna, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo Yes

18543O S N Clochog Castlebaldwin, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

18053U Sooey N S Sughaidh, Cul Atha Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

18575E S N Molaoise Grainseach, Sligeach Yes

16927W S N Naomh Sheosaimh Kilmactrany, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

17277O St. Edwards N S Ballytivnan, Sligo Yes

18592E S N Naomh Iosef Ard Chill, Templeboy, Co. Sligo Yes

17283J S N Padraig Naofa Geevagh, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

17967Q S N Mullach Rua Mullaghroe, Via Boyle, Co. Sligo Yes

18715R S N Pairc Ard Dromard, Co. Sligo Yes

17718S S N Seosamh Naofa Cul Mhaoile, Sligo Yes

17725P S N Bhride Carn, Moneygold, Co. Sligo Yes

15337T S N Mhuire Caislean Geal, Cliffoney, Co. Sligo Yes

12537M Carn N S Gurteen, Ballymote, Co. Sligo Yes

16793E Mary Immaculate Ns Collooney, Co. Sligo Yes

15431L Killaville N S Ballymote, Co. Sligo Yes

15496Q Leaffoney N S Kilglass, Co. Sligo Yes

12767G S N Ronain Naofa Cloonloo, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

13831R Moylough N S Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo Yes

03924S Owenbeg N S Owenbeg P O, Ballina, Co. Sligo Yes

13940W Enniscrone N S Enniscrone, Co. Sligo Yes

14051T Stokane Ns Enniscrone, Ballina, Co. Sligo Yes

04802J Cloonacool N S Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo Yes

12140i Culleens N S Culleens, Co. Sligo Yes

12171T Corballa N S Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

16044J Kilross N S Ballintogher, Co. Sligo Yes

16136O Cliffoney N S Cliffoney, Co. Sligo Yes
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13196R Taunagh National School Riverstown, Co. Sligo Yes

15571E Kilglass N S Enniscrone, Co. Sligo Yes

09691F Killeenduff N S Killeenduff, Easkey Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

13242V Castlerock N S Aclare, Co. Sligo Yes

15217J Ardkeerin N S Riverstown, Boyle, Co. Roscommon Yes

19389M Sn Muire Gan Smal DroimbańΛ́Λ́Λ́Λ Curraigh, Baile An Mhota, Co Yes
Shligigh

19408N Rathcormack N S Rathcormack, Co. Sligo Yes

19392B Scoil Naomh Aodain Scoil Aodain, Mainistir Readhain, Co Shligigh Yes

19974A Scoil Eoin Naofa Sraid An Teampaill, Sligeach Yes

20385L Our Lady’s National School Banada, Tourlestrane, Co. Sligo Yes

02013S Ballintogher N S Ballintogher, Sligo Yes

19826I St. Brendans Ns Cartron, Sligo Town, Co. Sligo Yes

19985F Our Lady Of Mercy N S Pearse Road, Sligo Yes

19635B Ransboro New Central Strandhill, Co. Sligo Yes

20019J Holy Family School Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo Yes

20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na Re Bothar Baile Ui Dhugain, Sligeach Yes

19495L Carbury Nat Sch The Mall, Sligo Yes

19942K St. Patricks Ns Coolgagh, Sligo Yes

19688W Dromore West Central Dromore West, Sligo Yes

18213Q S N Leamhach Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

18285S S N Cill Chuimin Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

17608L S N Lua Naofa Lorrha, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

17850s S N Phadraig Naofa Pairc Na Coille, Borrisokane, Co. Tipperary Yes

18343G S N Chaoimhghin Baile Dhaith, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

18345K S N Iosef Naofa Cor An Bhile, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary Yes

18350D S N Na Hinse Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

18369B S N Cill Ruadhain Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

17498H S N Naomh Sheosamh Toomevara, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

17512V S N Flannain Naofa Rath Chobain, Roscre, Co Tiobrad Arann Yes

17543J Cloughjordan N S Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary Yes

17237C S N Cill Barfhionn Coolbawn, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

17244W S N Naomh Ruadhain Lorrha, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

18557C S N Teampall Doire Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

18775M S N Micheal Naofa Holycross, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

16933R Loch Mor Maigh N S Templemore, Co. Tipperary Yes

18559G S N Cill Na Naomh Killeen, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

16979S St. Colmcilles Primary Templemore, Co. Tipperary Yes
School

17296S S N Baile Na Hinse Birdhill, Limerick Yes

17679L S N Brighde Fantan, Borrisoleigh Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

17681V S N Na Maighne Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

18435L Sacred Heart Primary Newline, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary Yes
School

18443K S N Iosef Naofa Eaglais, Borrisokane, Co. Tipperary Yes

18465U S N Lios An Halla Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

17731K S N Iosef Naofa Templemore, Co. Tipperary Yes
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18207V S N Baile An Atha Killaloe, Co. Clare Yes

06658P Kildangan N S Cill An DaingińΛ́Λ Pocon, Aonach Urmhun, Co Yes
Thiobrad Arann

12540b Clonmore N S Templemore, Co. Tipperary Yes

16810b Eochaille Ara N S Newtown, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

16835R S N Naomh Treasa Borrisoleigh, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

16250m Templetuohy N S Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

11367I Portroe N S Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

11384I Gurtagarry N S Toomevara, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

13867P Roscrea N S No 2 St. Cronans Ns, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary Yes

04005G S N Naomh Peadar Horse And Jockey, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

15778D St. Marys N S Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

15795D St. Marys N S Templemore, Co. Tipperary Yes

04067F Convent Of Mercy Newport, Co. Tipperary Yes

12124K Rear N S Newport, Co. Tipperary Yes

14460N Killea N S Templemore, Co. Tipperary Yes

16211C Two Mile Borris N S Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

16166A Carrig N S Birr, Co. Offaly Yes

15560W Bishop Harty Ns Ballinree, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

16276H Carrig N S Ballycommon, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary Yes

19968F Gaelscoil Durlas Eile Durlas, Co Tiobraid Arainn Yes

19422H Cloughjordan No 1 N S Templemore Road, Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary Yes

00590A Borrisoleigh B N S Borrisoleigh, Co. Tipperary Yes

17634M Scoil Ailbhe Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

02428B Lackamore N S Newport, Co. Tipperary Yes

01594N St. Johns Roscrea, Co. Tipperary Yes

01569O Ballycahill N S Ballycahill, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

19874T Scoil Na Toirbhirte Presentation Convent Ns, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

19640r Scoil Mhuire Lismackin, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary Yes

20062K Scoil Mhuire Borrisokane, Co. Tipperary Yes

19677R Scoil Iosagain Upperchurch Central Ns, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

19937R Gaelscoil Aonach Bothar Naomh Chonlain, Aonach Urmhumhan, Co Yes
Thiobraid Arann

18528S Annacarty N S Annacarty, Co. Tipperary Yes

17332T St. Marys Parochial School Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. Yes

19356U Killenaule N S Killenaule, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

17799V S N Na Haille An Mhoin Ard, Co Tiobrad Arann Yes

17779P Powerstown N S Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

17511T S N Baile An Iubhair Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

18538V Scoil Mhuire Caislean Nua, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

18062V S N An Grainseach Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

18085K Ballyneale N S Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary Yes

17276M Scoil Na Mbraithre Tipperary, Co. Tipperary Yes

18582B Ballylooby N S Cahir, Co. Tipperary Yes

17621D S N An Bhealaigh Clonoulty, Goolds Cross, Co. Tipperary Yes

17665A S N Gleann Guail Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes
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18716T Cahir B N S Cahir, Co. Tipperary Yes

17114J S N An Ghabhailin Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

18459C Scoil Mhuire Cill Mheanman, Mullinahone Thurles, Co. Yes
Tipperary

18486F S N Cill Siolain Cill Siolain, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

18501V Grangemockler Ns Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary Yes

18512D Scoil Phroinsias Naofa Garryshane, Co. Tipperary Yes

13404V Scoil Mhuire Gan Sm̂¡l New Inn, Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

16725K S N Mhuire Na Mbraithre Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary Yes

16728Q St. Marys N S Irishtown, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

16729S St. Peter And Paul Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

07245S Cullen N S Cullen, Co. Tipperary Yes

07048Q Mohober N S Mohober, Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary Yes

15362S S N Michil Naofa Mullinahone, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

07358I S N Sceichin A Rince An Chuirt Doite, An Chathair, Co Thiobraid Yes
Arann

14791N Cappawhite N S Cappawhite, Co. Tipperary Yes

11470b Slieveardagh N S The Commons, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

11453B Lisnamrock N S Coalbrook, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

13847J Hollyford N S Hollyford, Co. Tipperary Yes

00606M Monard N S Monard, Solohead, Co. Tipperary Yes

11872V Clochar Na Toirbhirte Presentation Convent, Carrick On Suir, Co. Yes
Tipperary

14008S S N Bhride Dun Na Sciath, Curraghpoor, Co. Tipperary Yes

04075E Moyglass N S Moyglass, Fethard, Co. Tipperary Yes

04620D Thomastown N S Thomastown, Golden Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

05144C New Inn B N S Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

12180u Presentation Primary School Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

14181J Poulicapple N S Callan, Co. Kilkenny Yes

15970s Ballytarsna N S Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

08316U Newtown N S Newtown, Solohead, Co. Tipperary Yes

12349L S N Muire Na Naingeal Clochar Na Carthanachta, Sraid Mortuin, Cluain Yes
Meala

16059W Emly N S Emly, Co. Tipperary Yes

16077B Ardfinnan N S Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

10533R Ballydrehid N S Cahir, Co. Tipperary Yes

14426N Knockavilla N S Dundrum, Co. Tipperary Yes

16111V Killusty N S Fethard, Co. Tipperary Yes

13678M Killurney N S Ballypatrick, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

15008A Shronell N S Lattin, Tipperary Yes

09432E St. Josephs Primary School Murgasty Road, Tipperary Town, Tipperary Yes

13210i St. Josephs National School Ballingarry, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

09967U Upper Newtown N S Upper Newtown, Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary Yes

10120p S N Mhuire Na Trocaire Cahir, Co. Tipperary Yes

15157R Mount Bruis N S Mount Bruis, Tipperary Town, Co. Tipperary Yes

15299O Gaile N S Holycross, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

19421F Kilross Ns Kilross, Co. Tipperary Yes

02670i San Isadoir Bothar Leathan, Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes
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20355C Holy Trinity National Rocklow Road, Fethard, Co. Tipperary Yes
School

02237R Dualla N S Dualla, Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

01862M Tipperary G N S St.Michael’s St, Tipperary Yes

17620b S N Rois Mhoir Clonoulty, Goolds Cross, Co. Tipperary Yes

01285A Tipperary Jnr Bn S Tipperary, Co. Tipperary Yes

19305D Tankerstown N S Tankerstown, Bansha, Co. Tipperary Yes

20007C Gaelscoil Chluain Meala Baile Gaelach, Cluain Meala, Co. Thiobraid Arann Yes

19879G Naomh PadraiǵΛ Junior Drangan, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

19880o Naomh PadraiǵΛ Senior Drangan, Thurles, Co. Tipperary Yes

20027I Gaelscoil Thiobraid Arann Morgaiste, Baile Thiobraid Arann, Co. Thiobraid Yes
Arann

19645E St. Oliver Plunketts Ns Heywood Rd., Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

19696V Cashel Deanery Cashel, Co. Tipperary Yes

20085W Gaelscoil Charraig Na C/O Carrick Utd Football Club, Coolnamuck Yes
Siuire Road, Carrick-On-Suir

19689B Bansha N S Bansha, Co. Tipperary Yes

18793O Sc Naomh Eoin Le Dia Passage Road, Waterford Yes

16976M S N Deaglan Portlairge, Co Waterford Yes

18681D Christ Church N S Lower Newtown, Waterford, Co Waterford Yes

18689T Our Lady Of Mercy Senior Military Road, Waterford Yes
P.S.

18462O Scoil Lorcain Bns Ballytruckle, Waterford Yes

18509O An Teaghlaigh Naofa Clochar Na Trocaire, Port Lairge Yes

12007G Our Lady Of Good Counsel Ferrybank, Waterford Yes
Ns

19947U Mount Sion Cbs N S Barrack Street, Waterford Yes

19955T Presentation Primary School Slievekeale Road, Waterford Yes

20143K WaterparḱΛ N S Park Road, Waterford Yes

20160k Waterford Educate Morrissons Avenue, Tycor, Waterford City Yes
Together Ns

19853L Gaelscoil Phort Lairge Baile Mhic Gonair, Port Lairge Yes

20219R St. Pauls B N S Lisduggan, Co Waterford Yes

20050D Gaelscoil Na Ndeise Bothar Grasta De, Port Lairge Yes

19519G St. Saviours Ns Ballybeg, Waterford City Yes

19345P Ballymacarberry N S Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

18321T S N Muire Magh Deilge Ceapach, Co Waterford Yes

18167M S N Aine Nfa Seafield Bonmahon, Co Waterford Yes

17522B Knockanore N S Knockanore, Co Waterford Yes

17997C St. Marys N S Grange Grange, Youghal, Co. Cork Yes

18380m S N Faiche Liag Portlairge, Co Waterford Yes

17536M S N Dun Aill Tramor, Co Waterford Yes

18048E S N Naomh Deaglan Ard Mor, Co Portlairge Yes

17570m S N Na Bhfiodh Cill Mhic Thomais, Co Waterford Yes

18077L S N Cnoc Machan Bun Machan, Co Waterford Yes

16950r S N An Carraig Liath Dungarbhan, Co Waterford Yes

17295Q S N Na Rinne An Rinn, Dun Garbhan, Co Phort Lairge Yes
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18108T Whitechurch N S Ceapach Ceapach, Co Waterford Yes

17643N S N Cill Bhriain Ballinamult, Clonmel, Co Waterford Yes

17133N S N An Baile Nua Cill Mhic Thomais Fhinn, Co Waterford Yes

17159I S N An Garrain Bhain Dungarbhain, Co Waterford Yes

18488J Scoil Naomh Gobnait Cul Na Smear, Dungarbhan, Co Waterford Yes

15318P Glenbeg N S Dungarvan, Co Waterford Yes

07441S Ballycurrane N S Clashmore, Youghal, Co Waterford Yes

07737Q Villierstown N S Cappoquin, Co Waterford Yes

16818R Sn Na Leanai An Rinn, Dun Garbhan, Co Phort Lairge Yes

14568K Killea Boys N S Dunmore East, Co Waterford Yes

14679T S N Baile Builearaigh Baile Builearaigh, Co Waterford Yes

05548D Sn Baile Mhic Airt Baile Mhic Airt, An Rinn, Co Phort Lairge Yes

11969N Carrickbeg N S Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary Yes

14164J S N Lios Mor Mochuda Lios Mor, Co Waterford Yes

15963V Rathgormack B N S Carrick On Suir, Co Waterford Yes

13635R Ballyduff N S Kilmeaden, Co Waterford Yes

14989L Passage East N S Passage East, Co Waterford Yes

13020D Our Lady Of Mercy N S Stradbally, Co Waterford Yes

15540q Ballyduff B 2 N S Ballyduff, Co Waterford Yes

19616U Scoil Mhuire Tallow, Co Waterford Yes

19953P St. Marys Ns Dungarvan, Co Waterford Yes

19970p Portlaw N.S. Portlaw, Co Waterford Yes

20116H Glor Na Mara Ns Tramore, Co Waterford Yes

20261Q Newtown Junior School Newtown School, Newtown Yes

19726E Stradbally C. Of Ire. Ns Stradbally, Co Waterford Yes

17535K Fionnabhair N S Fionnabhair, Co Waterford Yes

01711O S N Cill Rosanta Cill Mhic Thomais, Co Waterford Yes

20157V Bunscoil Gleann Sidheain Cappoquin, Co Waterford Yes

20170N Scoil Choill Mhic Thomaisin Kilmacthomas, Co Waterford Yes

19814B Scoil Gearbhain Clais Na Lachan, Dun Na Mainistreach, Dun Yes
Garbhan

01395H Aglish N S Cappoquin, Co Waterford Yes

19443P Clonea Ns Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary Yes

19885B Gealscoil Philib Barun Teach Realt Na Mara, An Tra Mhor, Co Phort Yes
Lairge

19629G Holy Cross School Ballycarnane, Tramore, Co Waterford Yes

20076V Bun Scoil Bhothar Na Lismore, Co Waterford Yes
Naomh

17189R Rath Eoghan N S Rath Eoghan, Co. Westmeath Yes

18812P Loch An Ghair N S Loch An Chair, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

18864L S N An Cusan An Cuasan, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

19008U Scoil Phadraig Baile An Mhuileann, Muileann Cearr, Co Na Yes
Hiarmhi

17432A Magh Mora N S Moyvore, Co. Westmeath Yes

17991N Eoin Naofa N S Ballymore, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

16340N Ballinagore Mixed N S Ballinagore, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

18381O Scoil Na Mbraithre Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

18405C S N Phoil Naofa Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes
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18036U Diarmada N S Castlepollard, Co. Westmeath Yes

17290g Dysart Ns Dysart, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

16961W Kilcumeragh N S Kilcumeragh, Mota, Grainne Oige Yes

18591C Naomh Tomas N S Rathowen, Co. Westmeath Yes

18640m Naomh Iosef N S Rath Ghuaire, Killucan, Co. Westmeath Yes

17025K S N Na Ndun Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

17882I S N Aodha Naofa Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath Yes

17089N Cluain Maolain N S Cluain Maolain, An Uaimh, Co. Meath Yes

17903N Corr Na Madadh N S Corr Na Madadh, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

17932U Odhran Naofa N S Sonna, Slanemore, Mullingar Yes

18679Q An Ghrianan N S Moate, Co. Westmeath Yes

17102C Cluain Buinne N S Cluain Buinne, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

18744B S N Na Naomh Uile Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

18764H Ard Na Gcraith N S Ard Na Gcraith, Walderstown, Athlone Yes

17167H Bl Oliver Plunkett N S Moate, Co. Westmeath Yes

17182D Mhichil Naofa N S Castletown-Geoghegan, Co. Westmeath Yes

18212O Scoil Na Maighdine Mhuire P.O.Box 8, Harbour Street, Mullingar, Yes

18484B Mhuire N S Rath Airne, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

18505G Naomh Clar N S Tober Clar, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

15291V Streamstown Mixed N S Streamstown, Co. Westmeath Yes

13571R Drumraney Mixed N S Drumraney, Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

07722D St. Peters N S Snr Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

15512L St. Brigid’s Primary School An Bhun Scoil, Clochar Na Trocaire, An Mota Yes

16838A St. Colmcille’s N.S. Gainstown, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

14603J Rochfortbridge Convent Rochfortbridge, Co. Westmeath Yes

05916G St. Anne’s National School Tyrrellpass, Co. Westmeath Yes

16304J Milltownpass N S Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath Yes

03936C S N An Chuil An Chuil, Muileann Cearr, Co Na Hiarmhidhe Yes

08100u S N Phadraig Baile Eamainn, Killucan, Co. Westmeath Yes

08037Q Tang N S Tang, Ballymahon, Co. Longford Yes

10857U Castlepollard Paroc.N S Castlepollard, Co. Westmeath Yes

16868J Baile Na Gceallach N S Collinstown, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

16914N Baile Coireil N S Baile Coireil, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

16639R Sn Deaghan O Ceallaigh Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

19948W Sc Na Gceithre Maistri Lios Ui Mhullain, Ath Luain Yes

19205W Naomh Tola N S Coill Uailleach, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

18598Q Earnain Mxd N S Dealbhna Mor, Co. Westmeath Yes

02263S Crowenstown N S Crowenstown, Delvin, Co. Westmeath Yes

01731U Ballynacargy Mixed N S Ballynacargy, Co. Westmeath Yes

00941D S N Bhride Emper, Ballynacargy, Co. Westmeath Yes

20188J Mullingar Educate Together Rathgowan, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

20002P Gaelscoil An Mhuilinn An Muileann Cearr, Co Na Hiarmhi Yes

19650u Scoil Cholmain Naofa Bellview, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

20238V Gaelscoil An Choill̂›n Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Yes

20073P St. Marys Ns Gracepark Rd., Athlone, Co. Westmeath Yes

17768K Scoil Ghorm̂¡in Naofa Castletown, Inch, Co. Wexford Yes
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17769M S N Mhuire Tagoat, Co. Wexford Yes

19352M Sc Nais Realta Na Mara An Chill Mhor, Co Loch Garman Yes

17800D S N Seosamh Nfa Bree, Enniscorty, Co. Wexford Yes

17812K St. Marys N S St. Marys N.S., Parnell Avenue, Enniscorthy Yes

18824W St. Iberius N S Davitt Road, Wexford, Co. Wexford Yes

18839M S N Na Scrine Skreen, Co. Wexford Yes

17610v S N Baile Fada Ballyfad, Inch, Co. Wexford Yes

17612C St. Garvans Ns Carrowreigh, Taghmon, Co. Wexford Yes

17373K S N Clochar Mhuire St. Johns Road, Wexford Yes

17841R Sn Mhuire Ballyhogue, Bree, Enniscorthy Yes

18315B S N Padraig Nfa Cul Mochudha, Iniscorthaidh, Co Loch Gorman Yes

18308E S N Moin Na Gcaor Monageer, Ballysimon, Enniscorthy Yes

17450c S N Mhaodhoig Poll Fothair, Fiodh Ard, Ros Mhic Treoin Yes

17443F S N Fionntain Taghmon, Co. Wexford Yes

17457Q Nmh Ioseph N S New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

18336J Boolavogue N S Boolavogue, Ferns, Co. Wexford Yes

16833N Kiltealy N S Kiltealy, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

18010c Davidstown Primary School Davidstown Primary School, Enniscorthy, Co. Yes
Wexford

16409A St. Marys N S Ballygarrett, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

17519M S N Caislean Dochraill Ballycarney, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

17526J S N Abbain Adamstown, Co. Wexford Yes

18387D S N Catriona Nfa Ballyhack, Arthurstown, New Ross Yes

17194K S N Baile Ui Coileain Ballycullane, New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

17554O S N Nmh Seosaimh Baile Miota, Co Loch Garman Yes

17217T Scoil Na Mbraithre Christian Brothers School, Wexford Yes

17235V S N Chaomhain Torrchoill Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

17267L Scoil Iobar Naofa St. Ibars Ns, Clohamon, Enniscorthy Yes

18558E S N Baile An Phiarsaigh Drinagh, Co. Wexford Yes

16992K Clongeen Mxd N S Clongeen, Foulksmills, Co. Wexford Yes

17005E S N An Ghleanna Glynn, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

17858L S N Coill An Iarainn Kilanerin, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

17017L S N Phadraig Crossabeg, Co. Wexford Yes

18133S Fionntain Nfa N S Magh Glas, Ballycogley, Co. Wexford Yes

17638U St. Joseph’s N.S. Donard, Poulpeasty, Clonroche, Enniscorthy Yes

17913Q S N Mhuire Baile Bearna, Co Loch Gorman Yes

18684J S N Bhaile Mhuirne Murrintown, Co. Wexford Yes

18707S Castlebridge N S Castlebridge, Co. Wexford Yes

17656W S N Olibheir Beannuithe Duncannon, Co. Wexford Yes

18687P Ballyduff N S Ballyduff, Camolin, Co. Wexford Yes

18714P St. Edans N S Ferns, Co. Wexford Yes

17117P S N Cul Greine Coolgreany, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

17707N S N Rath An Iubhair Rath An Iubhair, Iniscortaigh, Co Loch Gorman Yes

17734Q Scoil Eoin Baiste Ballyhogue, Gallbhaile, Inis Corthaidh Yes

18191J S N Raithin Raheen, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

15354T Camolin N S Camolin, Enniscorty, Co. Wexford Yes

16741I Scoil Na Mbraithre New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes
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06959G Clonroche N S Clonroche, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

15407O Sn Baile Thomais Baile Thomais, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

15367F Riverchapel N S Riverchapel, Courtown Harbour, Co. Wexford Yes

15419V Oulart N S Oulart, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

16828U S N Bearna Na H-Aille Oylegate, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

16841M S N Nmh Brighde Blackwater, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

12372G Michael St. N S Michael St., New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

12741L Marshalstown N S Marshalstown, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

12841P St. Patricks N S Ballyroebuck Ns, Bunclody, Co. Wexford Yes

14668O Ballaghkeene N S Ballaghkeene, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

14777T Kilmyshall N S Kilmyshall, Bunclody, Co. Wexford Yes

14900p Gusserane N S Gusserane, New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

14903V St. Josephs N S Kilmuckridge, Co. Wexford Yes

14909K St. Leonards N S Ballycullane, New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

03633H Scoil N̂¡isînta Bhantiarna Bunclody, Co. Wexford Yes
Lourdes

11361T Faythe Convent St. John Of Gods Convent, Wexford Yes

11380A Caime N S Caime, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

13999J Kilnamanagh N S Kilnamanagh, Oulart, Gorey Yes

11986N Convent Of Mercy Pairc An Chinneideach, Loch Garman Yes

15937U Monaseed N S Monaseed, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

15940j Tombrack N S Tombrack, Ferns, Co. Wexford Yes

05070W S N Baile Muirne Ballymurn, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

14254K S N Mhuire Danescastle, Bannon, Co. Wexford Yes

15962T Ballindaggin N S Ballindaggin, Co. Wexford Yes

08221J St. Senans National Sch Templeshannon, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

16023B Rathgarogue N S Rathgarogue, New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

16072O Newbawn N S Sacred Heart N.S., Newbawn, Co.Wexford. Yes

14492D Curracloe N S Curracloe, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

16145P Bunscoil Loreto Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

09184L Shielbeggan Convent Shielbeggan, Ramsgrange, Co. Wexford Yes

16605A Kilrane N S Kilrane, Co. Wexford Yes

13299E Glanbrian N S Glanbrian, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

13335F Court N S Court, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

16879O S N Clochar Mhuire Rosslare, Co. Wexford Yes

16673R S N Baile Cuisin Cushinstown Ns, Foulkmills, Co. Wexford Yes

19604N Scoil Mhuire Horeswood, Campile, Co. Wexford Yes

19419S Gorey Central School Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

19739N Scoil Mhuire Coolcotts Scoil Mhuire, Coolcotts, Co. Wexford Yes

19741A Scoil Mhuire Broadway, Co. Wexford Yes

17354G S N Padraig Craanford, Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

01840c St. Canice S Convent Rosbercon, New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes

20165U Gaelscoil Mhoshiolog An Chraobhach, Bothar Charn An Bhua, Guaire Yes

19317K Rathangan N S Rathangan, Duncormack, Co. Wexford Yes

20008E Gaelscoil Loch Garman Uisce An Easpaig, Loch Garman Yes

20003R St. Aidans Parish School Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes
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19890r Naomh Maodhog N.S. Ferns, Co. Wexford Yes

20214H Gorey Educate Together Ns Kilnahue Lane, Carnew Road, Gorey Yes

20057R Gaelscoil Inis Corthaidh Bothar Ros Mhic Thriuin, Inis Corthaidh, Co Loch Yes
Garman

18242A Carnew N S Carnew, Co. Wicklow Yes

19339U Stratford Lodge Ns Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow Yes

17576B Scoil An Choroin Mhuire Wicklow Town, Co. Wicklow Yes

17810g Sn Nicolais Naofa Dunluain, Co Cill Mhantain Yes

17826V Na Coroine Muire Mxd Ashford, Co. Wicklow Yes

18962L St. Ernans B N S Rathnew, Co. Wicklow Yes

18357R S N Padraig Naofa Curtlestown, Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow Yes

18365Q Kilmacanogue N S Kilmacanogue, Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

18033O Kilcommon N S Kilcommon, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow Yes

17223O S N Muire Is Gearard Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow Yes

17228B Clochar Muire N S Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow Yes

18054W Hollywood N S Hollywood, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

16924Q Caoimhin Naofa N S GleanńΛ Da Loch, Bri Cualann, Co Cill Mhantain Yes

17265H Rathdrum Boys N S Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow Yes

18118W Coolfancy N S Cul Fhasaigh, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow Yes

17907V Crossbridge N S Crossbridge, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow Yes

17920N Donard N S Donard, Co. Wicklow Yes

17091A S N Muire Blessington, Co. Wicklow Yes

17720f Scoil Naomh Caoimhghin Greystones, Co. Wicklow Yes

18464S Naomh Peadar N S Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

18473T An Chroi Ro Naofa N S Aughrim, Co. Wicklow Yes

18198A Padraig Naofa N S Avoca, Co. Wicklow Yes

18489L Tinahely N S Tinahely, Co. Wicklow Yes

13597M St. Andrews N S Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

15359G Shillelagh No 1 N S Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow Yes

07246U Sisters Of Charity N S Ravenswell, Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

12554M Greystones 2 N S Greystones, Co. Wicklow Yes

12688K Kiltegan N S Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow Yes

12529N St. Saviours N S Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow Yes

14829M Redcross 1 N S Redcross, Co. Wicklow Yes

11649S Nuns Cross N S Nuns Cross, Ashford, Co. Wicklow Yes

13932A S N Naomh Michael Arklow, Co. Wicklow Yes

14045B Carysfort Mxd N S Carysfort, Arklow, Co. Wicklow Yes

14269A Jonathan Swift Ns Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow Yes

10683N Kilbride N S Manor Kilbride, Blessington, Co. Wicklow Yes

14398L The Glebe Ns Wicklow, Co. Wicklow Yes

14972R All Saints National School Carnew, Co. Wicklow Yes

16573N St. Brigids School Greystones, Co. Wicklow Yes

09760v Powerscourt N S Powerscourt, Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow Yes

13224T Ballintemple N S Ballintemple, Avoca, Co. Wicklow Yes

13246G Moneystown N S Moneystown, Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

16872A Cronan Naofa N S Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

16874E S N Naomh Iosef G Rathnew, Co. Wicklow Yes
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10111O Lacken Mxd N S Lacken, Blessington, Co. Wicklow Yes

10131U Moin An Bhealaigh N S Moin An Bhealaigh, Co Cill Maintain Yes

19734D St. Francis N S Newcastle, Co. Wicklow Yes

19748O Scoil Mhuire Na Naird Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow Yes

20346B Kilcoole Primay School Kilcoole, Wicklow Yes

20278K Newtownmountkennedy Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow Yes
Primary School

20300A Greystones Educate Blacklion, Greystones, Co. Wicklow Yes
Together Nationa

20301C Gaelscoil Na Clocha Liatha Blacklion, Greystones, Co. Wicklow Yes

02276E An T Inbhear Mor B N S Arklow, Co. Wicklow Yes

00973Q Grange Con N S Grange, Co. Wicklow Yes

00984V Glenealy 1 N S Glenealy, Co. Wicklow Yes

20016D Gaelscoil Ui Cheadaigh Bre, Co. Chill Mhantain Yes

20110s S N Mhuire Senior School Blessington, Co. Wicklow Yes

20045K Gaelscoil Chill Mhant̂¡in An Casadh Meidhreach, Rath Naoi, Co Cill Yes
Mhant̂¡in

19508R St. Fergals Junior National Ballywaltrim, Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes
School

19654F St. Fergals Senior Ns Ballywaltrim, Bray, Co. Wicklow Yes

20242M Blessington Educate Red Lane, Blessington, Co. Wicklow Yes
Together

20243O Gael Scoil Na Lochanna C/O Community Education Centre, Blessington, Yes
Co. Wicklow

20080m Gaelscoil An Inbhir Mhoir Fernbank Park, Cemetary Road, An Tinbhear Yes
Mhoir

19573F St. Laurences N S St. Laurences N S, Kindlestown, Greystones Yes

19584K Scoil Chualann Bothar Vevay, Bre, Co Chill Mhantain Yes

Roll No. Official Name Name of VEC Address Text Book
Rental

Scheme in
Operation

Yes/No

60041D Coláiste Eoin Baile an Bhóthair, Bóthair Yes*
Stigh Lorgan, Co Atha
Cliath

60263V St. Josephs College Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes*

60321J Rockbrook Park School Edmondstown Road, Yes*
Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

60450U Coláiste Mhuire Bothar Rath Tó, Baile Atha Yes*
Cliath 7

60890C St. Louis High School Charleville Road, Rathmines, Yes*
Dublin 6

70021D Coláiste de hÍde Br Thish Motháin Thuaidh, Yes*
Br Chaisleáin Thigh
Mótháin, Tamhlacht, Baile
Atha Cliath 24

70390L Virginia College Virginia, Co. Cavan Yes*
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70700A Maynooth Post Primary Moyglare Rd., Maynooth, Co. Yes*
School Kildare

71530G Ballinamore Vocational Ballinamore, Carrick-On- Yes*
School Shannon, Co. Leitrim

71610E Bridgetown Vocational Bridgetown, Co. Wexford Yes*
College

71991T Coláiste Pobail Rath Cairn Ráth Cairn, Athboy, Co. Yes*
Meath

76076M Colaiste Chraobh Abhann Creowen, Kilcoole, Co. Yes*
Wicklow

81001I Newpark Comprehensive Newtown Park Avenue, Yes*
School Blackrock, Co. Dublin

81005Q St. Aidans Comprehensive Cootehill, Co. Cavan Yes*
School

91339F Hartstown Community Clonsilla, Dublin 15 Yes*
School

91386O Ballincollig Community Innishmore, Ballincollig, Co. Yes*
School Cork

91456J St. Ciaran’s Community Navan Rd., Kells, Co. Meath Yes*
School

91500J Loreto Community School Milford, Co. Donegal Yes*

91505T St. Wolstan’s Community Ballymakeely, Clane Rd., Yes*
School Celbridge, Co. Kildare

91510M St. Colmcille’s Community Scholarstown Rd., Yes*
School Knocklyon, Dublin 16

91511O Pobalscoil Chorca Bóthar an Spá, An Daingean, Yes*
Dhuibhne Co. Chiarraí

76086P Maria Immaculata Dunmanway, Co. Cork Yes (JC
Community College only)

60262T St. Laurence College Loughlinstown, Dublin 18 Yes

60264A Coláiste Phádraig CBS Roselawn, Lucan, Co. Dublin Yes

60310E Da La Salle College Upper Churchtown Road, Yes
Churchtown, Dublin 14

60342R Colaiste Eanna Ballyroan, Dublin16 Yes

60343T St. Joseph’s Secondary Convent Lane, Rush, Co. Yes
School Dublin

60390F St. Josephs C.B.S. Merville Ave., Fairview, Yes
Dublin 3

60400F St. Vincents C.B.S. Glasnevin, Dublin 11 Yes
Glasnevin

60410I C.B.S. James Street James’s Street, Dublin 8 Yes

60430O St. Pauls C.B.S. Christian Brothers, Nth Yes
Brunswick Street, Dublin 7

60440R O’Connell School North Richmond Street, Yes
Dublin 1

60471F St. David’s C.B.S. Malahide Road, Artane, Yes
Dublin 5

60481I St. Aidan’s C.B.S. Collins Avenue Ext., Yes
Whitehall, Dublin 9

60490J C.B.S. Westland Row Westland Row, Dublin 2 Yes

60571J Patrician College Deanstown Ave., Finglas Yes
West, Dublin 11
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60581M St. Kevins College Ballygall Rd. East, Finglas, Yes
Dublin 11

60660I St. Patricks Cathedral G.S St. Patricks Close, Dublin 8 Yes

60690R Dominican College Griffith Ave., Drumcondra, Yes
Dublin 9

60720A Saint Dominic’s Secondary Kylemore Road, Ballyfermot, Yes
School Dublin 10

60731F St. Dominics College Cabra, Dublin 7 Yes

60741I St. Michaels Secondary Wellmount Road, Finglas, Yes
School Dublin 11

60792C Presentation College Warrenmount, Dublin 8 Yes

60800V Loreto College Crumlin Road, Dublin 12 Yes

60841M Rosary College Armagh Road, Crumlin, Yes
Dublin 12

60843Q St. Josephs Secondary Stanhope St., Dublin 7 Yes
School

60853T Mount Carmel Secondary Kings Inn Street, Dublin 1 Yes
School

60871V Mercy College Coolock St. Brendans Drive, Coolock, Yes
Dublin 5

60872A Mercy Secondary School Goldenbridge, Inchicore, Yes
Dublin 8

61320M St. Brendan’s College Killarney, Co. Kerry, Co. yes
Kerry

62180E Coláiste Muire Bishop’s St., Cobh, Co. Cork Yes

65380E St. Mary’s Secondary Nenagh, Co. Tipperary yes
School

70010V Balbriggan Community Pine Ridge, Chapel St., Yes
College Balbriggan, Co. Dublin

70020B Grange Community Grange Road, Donaghmede, Yes
College Dublin 13

70040H Deansrath Community New Nangor Road, Yes
College Clondalkin, Dublin 22

70041J Collinstown Park Neilstown Rd., Rowlagh, Yes
Community College Clondalkin, Dublin 22

70042L St. Kevin’s Community Fonthill Road, Clondalkin, Yes
College Dublin 22

70081V Riversdale Community Blanchardstown Rd. North, Yes
College Dublin 15

70120F St. Finians Community Swords, Co. Dublin Yes
College

70121H Fingal Community College Seatown Road, Swords, Co. Yes
Dublin

70130I Greenhills College Limekiln Avenue, Greenhills, Yes
Dublin 12

70140L Firhouse Community Firhouse Road, Dublin 24 Yes
College

70141N Mount Seskin Community Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 Yes
College

70350W St. Bricin’s Vocational Belturbet, Co. Cavan Yes
School
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70360C St. Mogue’s College Bawnboy, Belturbet, Co. Yes
Cavan

70380I Breifne College Cootehill Rd., Cavan, Co. Yes
Cavan

70450D Killarney Community New Road, Killarney, Co. Yes
College Kerry

70460G Community College Killorglin, Co. Kerry Yes
Killorglin

70500P Listowel Community Listowel, Co. Kerry Yes
College

70540E Causeway Comprehensive Causeway, Co. Kerry Yes
School

70550H Tralee Community College Clash, Tralee Yes

70560K Gaelcholáiste Chiarraí Tobar Mhaigh Dor, Trá Lí, Yes
Co Chiarraí

70570N Scoil Aireagail Ballyhale, Kilkenny Yes

70590T Duiske College Graignamanagh, Co. Yes
Kilkenny

70600T Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny Yes

70610W City Vocational School New Street, Kilkenny Yes

70620C Coláiste Cois Siúire Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny Yes

70640I Grennan College Ladywell St., Thomastown, Yes
Co. Kilkenny

70650L Athy Community College Athy, Co. Kildare Yes

70660O Curragh Post-Primary McSwiney Road, Curragh, Yes
School Co. Kildare

70670R Colaiste Lorcain Castledermot, Co. Kildare Yes

70680U St. Conleth’s Community Station Road, Newbridge, Yes
College Co. Kildare

70710D Piper’s Hill College Killashee, Naas, Co. Kildare Yes

70720G St. Farnan’s Post Primary Prosperous, Co. Kildare Yes
School

70730J Ardscoil Rath Iomgháin Rathangan, Co. Kildare Yes

70740M Arklow Community Coolgreaney Rd., Arklow, Yes
College Co. Wicklow

70750P Scoil Chonglais Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow Yes

70760S Blessington Community Naas Rd., Blessington, Co. Yes
College Wicklow

70770V St. Thomas’ Community Novara Avenue, Bray, Co. Yes
College Wicklow

70790E Coláiste Bhríde Carnew Carnew, Co.Wicklow Yes

70800E St. Kevin’s Community Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow Yes
College

70810H Avondale Community Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow Yes
College

70910L St. Brogan’s College, Kilbrogan, Bandon, Co. Cork Yes
Bandon

70920O Colaiste Ghobnatan Co. Cork VEC Baile Mhic Ire, Co Chorcaí Yes

70931T Scoil Mhuire Co. Cork VEC Béal Atha an Ghaorthaidh, Yes
Co Chorcaí
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70950A Clonakilty Community Clonakilty, Co. Cork Yes
College

70970G Cobh Community College Co. Cork VEC Carrignafoy, Cobh, Co. Cork Yes

70990M Coláiste an Chraoibhin Duntaheen Road, Fermoy, Yes
Co. Cork

71000A Colaiste Treasa Kanturk, Co. Cork Yes

71020G Davis College Summerhill, Mallow, Co. Yes
Cork

71030J McEgan College Co. Cork VEC Macroom, Co. Cork Yes

71040M St. Fanahan’s College Mitchelstown, Mallow, Yes
Co.Cork

71080B Mannix College Charleville, Co. Cork Yes

71109G St. Aidan’s Community Ballincolly, Dublin Hill, Cork Yes
College

71102I Schull Community College Colla Road, Schull, Co. Cork Yes

71103K Coláiste Choilm Ballincollig, Co. Cork Yes

71230R Deele College Raphoe, Lifford, Co. Donegal Yes

71244F Gairmscoil Mhic Diarmada An Leadhbgarbh, Árainn Yes
Mhór, Co Dhún na nGall

71250A Colaiste Cholmcille Indreabhán, Co na Gaillimhe Yes

71270G Gairmscoil Mhuire Athenry, Co. Galway Yes

71280J St. Brigids Vocational Loughrea, Co. Galway Yes
School

71290M Coláiste an Chreagáin Mountbellew, Ballinasloe, Yes
Co. Galway

71300M Gairmscoil Éinne Oileain Cill Rónain, Inis Mór, Yes
Arann Árainn, Co na Gaillimhe

71310P Gairm Scoil Chilleáin Cnoc Breac, New Inn, Yes
Naofa Ballinasloe, Co. Galway

71320S Coláiste Naomh Feichín Corr na Mona, Co na Yes
Gaillimhe

71330V Coláiste na Coiribe Bothar Thuama, Gaillimh Yes

71370K Coláiste Ghobnait Inis Oírr, Oileáin Arann, Yes
Cuan na Gaillimhe

71380N Gairmscoil na bPiarsach Ros Muc, Co na Gaillimhe Yes

71390Q Archbishop McHale Dublin Road, Tuam, Co. Yes
College Galway

71400Q Galway Community Wellpark, Galway Yes
College

71410T Athlone Community Retreat Road, Athlone, Co. Yes
College Westmeath

71420W Castlepollard Community Castlepollard, Mullingar, Co. Yes
College Westmeath

71430C Columba College Killucan, Co. Westmeath Yes

71450I Mullingar Community Millmount Road, Mullingar, Yes
College Co. Westmeath

71470O Clonaslee Vocational Clonaslee, Co. Laois Yes
School

71510A Portlaoise College Mountrath Road, Portlaoise, Yes
Co. Laois
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71520D St. Fergal’s College Rathdowney, Co. Laois Yes

71540J Carrigallen Vocational Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim Yes
School

71560P Lough Allen College Drumkeerin, Co. Leitrim Yes

71620H Vocational College Bunclody, Enniscorthy, Co. Yes
Bunclody Wexford

71630K Vocational College Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Yes

71660T New Ross Vocational New Ross, Co. Wexford Yes
College

71750U Bush Post Primary School Riverstown, Dundalk, Co. Yes
Louth

71761C St. Oliver’s Community Drogheda, Co. Louth Yes
College

71770D Ó Fiaich College Dublin Road, Dundalk, Co. Yes
Louth

71780G Scoil Ui Mhuiri Barn Road, Dunleer, Co. Yes
Louth

71920T St. Nessan’s Community Moylish Park, Moylish, Yes
College Limerick

71950F St. Peter’s College Dunboyne, Co. Meath Yes

71960I Community College Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath Yes
Dunshaughlin

71970L St. Fintinas Post Primary Longwood, Enfield, Co. Yes
School Meath

71980O O’Carolan College Nobber, Co. Meath Yes

71990R St. Oliver Post Primary Oldcastle, Co. Meath Yes

72010I Beaufort College Trim Rd., Navan, Co. Meath Yes

72020L Moyne College Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

72050U St. Brendan’s College Belmullet, Co. Mayo Yes

72100J St. Tiernan’s College Crossmolina, Ballina, Co. Yes
Mayo

72130S St. Patrick’s College Lacken Cross, Killala, Co. Yes
Mayo

72140V Colaiste Chomain Rossport, Ballina, Co. Mayo Yes

72160E Carrowbeg College Westport, Co. Mayo Yes

72170H Ballybay Community Ballybay, Co. Monaghan Yes
College

72171J Largy College Analore Rd., Clones, Co. Yes
Monaghan

72180K Inver College Carrickmacross, Co. Yes
Monaghan

72190N Castleblayney College Dublin Road, Castleblayney, Yes
Co. Monaghan

72210Q Beech Hill College Monaghan, Co. Monaghan Yes

72220T Coláiste Chathail Naofa Youghal Rd., Dungarvan Yes

72230W St. Declan’s Community Kilmacthomas, Co Waterford Yes
College

72241E St. Paul’s Community Browne’s Road, Waterford Yes
College City

72290R Roscommon Community Lisnamult, Roscommon, Co. Yes
School Roscommon

1137



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Ruairí Quinn.]

Roll No. Official Name Name of VEC Address Text Book
Rental

Scheme in
Operation

Yes/No

72300R Corran College Ballymote, Co. Sligo Yes

72310U Coola Post Primary School Riverstown, Via Boyle, Co. Yes
Sligo

72320A Coláiste Iascaigh Easkey, Co. Sligo Yes

72330D Grange Vocational School Grange, Co. Sligo Yes

72360M Ballinode College Ballinode, Sligo Yes

72370P Borrisokane Community Borrisokane, Co. Tipperary Yes
College

72420E Central Technical Institute Clonmel, Co. Tipperary Yes

72430H Scoil Ruain Killenaule, Thurles, Co. Yes
Tipperary

72440K Nenagh Vocational School Dromin Road, Nenagh, Co. Yes
Tipperary

72450N Newport College Newport, Co. Tipperary Yes

72480W St. Alibe’s School Rosanna Road, Tipperary Yes
Town

72490C Coláiste Mhuire Co-Ed Castlemeadows, Thurles, Co. Yes
Tipperary

72520I Coláiste Naomh Cormac Kilcormac, Co. Offaly Yes

72530L Ard Scoil Chiarain Naofa Frederick St., Clara, Co. Yes
Offaly

72540O Oaklands Community Sr. Senan Avenue, Yes
College Edenderry, Co. Offaly

72560U Tullamore College Riverside, Tullamore, Co. Yes
Offaly

76060U Davitt College Springfield, Castlebar Yes

76063D Colaiste Dun Iascaigh Cashel Road, Cahir, Co. Yes
Tipperary

76064F Glanmire Community Co. Cork VEC Glanmire, Co. Cork Yes
College

76066J Meánscoil San Nioclás Rinn O gCuanach, Co. Phort Yes
Láirge

76067L Colaiste Pobail Naomh Cill na Mullach, Co Chorcaí Yes
Mhuire

76068N Coláiste na Sceilge Caherciveen, Co. Kerry Yes

76069P Colaiste Phobáil Ros Cré Corville Rd., Roscrea, Co. Yes
Tipperary

76082H Abbey Community Abbey Rd., Ferrybank, Yes
College Waterford

76083J Magh Ene College Church Road, Bundoran, Co. Yes
Donegal

76088T Ratoath College Jamestown, Ratoath, Co. Yes
Meath

76089V Mohill Community College Mohill, Co. Leitrim Yes

76090G Bantry Community Main St., Bantry, Co. Cork Yes
College

76091I Coláiste Oiriall Tir Chianáin, Muineachán, Yes
Co Mhuineacháin

76097U Adamstown Community Adamstown, Co. Dublin Yes
College
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Roll No. Official Name Name of VEC Address Text Book
Rental

Scheme in
Operation

Yes/No

76099B St. Josephs Abbey Wicklow, Co. Wicklow Yes

76101I Gaelcholáiste Luimnigh Meal Sior Anraí, Luimneach Yes

76102K Gaelcholaiste an C/O CO. Galway VEC Yes
Eachrèidh Offices, Coilèar Bàn,

Athenry, Co. Galway

76103M Colaiste na hInse C/O Neptune Hotel, Yes
Bettystown/Laytown, Co.
Meath

76105Q Colaiste Na Sionna Banagher, Banagher Yes

76106S Gaelcholaiste na Mara Pairc Na bPiarsach, Bothar Yes
an Ghleanntain, Arklow,
Co.Wicklow

76127D Gorey Community College Gorey, Co. Wexford Yes

76150V Colaiste Pobail Acla Achill Sound, Westport Yes

81006S Comprehensive School Tarbert, Listowel, Co. Kerry Yes

81008W Ashton School Blackrock Road, Cork Yes

81009B Boherbue Comprehensive Boherbue, Mallow, Co. Cork Yes
School

81013P St. Clare’s Comprehensive Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim Yes
School

81017A Trinity Comprehensive Ballymun Road, Dublin 9 Yes
School

91302F Phobailscoil Iosolde Palmerstown, Dublin 20 Yes

91310E Cabinteely Community Cabinteely, Dublin 18 Yes
School

91316Q Blakestown Community Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 Yes
School

91318U The Donahies Community Streamville Road, Dublin 13 Yes
School

91335U Tallaght Community Balrothery, Tallaght, Dublin Yes
School 24

91338D St. Aidan’s Community Brookfield, Tallaght, Dublin Yes
School 24

91376L St. Kilian’s Community Ballywaltrim, Bray, Co. Yes
School Wicklow

91391H St. Peter’s Community Passage West, Co. Cork Yes
School

91396R Douglas Community Clermont Avenue, Douglas, Yes
School Cork

91397T Bishopstown Community Bishopstown, Cork Yes
School

91400F Mayfield Community Old Youghal Road, Mayfield, Yes
School Cork

91411K Scoil Phobail Mhic Dara Carna, Co na Gaillimhe Yes

91412M Scoil Phobail Clifden, Co. Galway Yes

91413O Portumna Community Portumna, Co. Galway Yes
School

91414Q Dunmore Community Dunmore, Co. Galway Yes
School

91441T Ardee Community School Ardee, Co. Louth Yes
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Roll No. Official Name Name of VEC Address Text Book
Rental

Scheme in
Operation

Yes/No

91446G St. Endas Community Kilmallock Rd., Limerick Yes
School

91448K Kilrush Community School Kilrush, Co. Clare Yes

91462E Ballinrobe Community Convent Road, Ballinrobe, Yes
School Co. Mayo

91498C Gort Community School Gort, Co. Galway Yes

91499E Kinsale Community School Kinsale, Co. Cork Yes

91503P Pobalscoil Inbhear Sceine Kenmare, Co. Kerry Yes

91504R Scoil Phobail Sliabh Rathmore, Co. Kerry Yes
Luachra

91506V Coláiste Cholmcille College St., Ballyshannon, Yes
Co. Donegal

91508C Boyne Community School Trim, Co. Meath Yes

91509E Blackwater Community Ballyanchor Road, Lismore, Yes
School Co Waterford

91512Q St. Attracta’s Community Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo Yes
School

91513S Pobalscoil na Tríonóide Frogmore, Youghal, Co. Cork Yes

91517D Athboy Community Athboy, Co. Meath Yes
School

County Council Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
scheme in

2011/12

Carlow 20370V Saplings Carlow Special The Laurel’s Barn, Church Yes
School Road, Graigcullen

Dublin City 18370J Enable Ireland INCHINNE, Yes
Sandymount School SANDYMOUNT

AVENUE, DUBLIN 4

Dublin City 18569J ST DECLANS SPECIAL 35 NORTHUMBERLAND Yes
SCH ROAD,

BALLSBRIDGE,
DUBLIN 4

Dublin City 17944E ST MARYS SCHOOL DOMINICAN CONVENT, Yes
FOR DEAF GIRLS CABRA, DUBLIN 7

Dublin City 19705T CATHERINE MC 59 LOWER BAGGOT Yes
AULEY N SC STREET, DUBLIN 2

Dublin City 19373U ST MICHAELS HSE SP “KISH HOUSE”, Yes
SCH GREENDALE ROAD,

KILBARRACK

Dublin City 19382V SCOIL EOIN ARMAGH RD., Yes
CRUMLIN, DUBLIN 12

Dublin City 19409P CASA CATERINA S S CABRA, DUBLIN 7 Yes

Dublin City 20375I ABACAS Kilbarrack c/o Scoil Eoin, Greendale Yes
Road, Kilbarrack

Dublin City 19281P MATER SCHOOL METROPOLITAN Yes
BUILDING, JAMES
JOYCE STREET,
DUBLIN 1
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County Council Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
scheme in

2011/12

Dublin City 19325J ST CIARANS SPEC SCH ST CANICES RD., Yes
GLASNEVIN, DUBLIN
11

Dublin City 19500B PHOENIX PARK SPEC PHOENIX PARK, Yes
SCH DUBLIN 8

Dublin South 20010O ST ROSES SPECIAL C/O SCOIL AENGUSA Yes
SCHOOL SNS, BALROTHERY,

TALLAGHT

Dublin South 19520H ST JOSEPHS SPECIAL BALROTHERY, Yes
SCH TALLAGHT, DUBLIN

24

Dublin Fingal 20136N CRANNOG NUA C/O THE HIGH Yes
SPECIAL SCHOOL SUPPORT UNIT,

PORTRANE, Co. Dublin

Dun Laoghaire/ 18863J BENINCASA SPECIAL 1 MOUNT MERRION Yes
Rathdown SCHOOL AVE., BLACKROCK,

Co. Dublin

Dun Laoghaire/ 18499O ST AUGUSTINES OBELISK PARK, Yes
Rathdown SCHOOL BLACKROCK, Co.

Dublin

Dun Laoghaire/ 19599A ST KIERANS SPEC OLD CONNA, BRAY, Yes
Rathdown SCHOOL Co. Wicklow

Dun 20372C Saplings Special School Ballyroan Crescent, Yes
Laoghaire/Rathdown Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

Dun Laoghaire/ 19499T ST OLIVER PUNKETT ALMA PLACE, Yes
Rathdown SP SC CARRIGBREANNAN,

BLACKROCK

Kildare 20376K Saplings Special School Kilwarden, Kill, Co. Yes
Kildare

Kilkenny 20132F THE HIGH SUPPORT C/O SEVILLE LODGE, Yes
SPECIAL SCHOOL CALLEN ROAD,

KILKENNY

Kilkenny 19210P MOTHER OF FAIR JAMES STREET, Yes
LOVE SPEC SCHOOL KILKENNY

Louth 18772G ST BRIGHIDS SPECIAL ARD EASMUINN, Yes
SCH DUNDALK, Co. Louth

Meath 19216E ST ULTANS SPECIAL FLOWER HILL, NAVAN, Yes
SCH CO. MEATH

Westmeath 19792R ST BRIGIDS SPEC SCH HARBOUR STREET, Yes
MULLINGAR, Co.
Westmeath

Wexford 19266T OUR LADY OF FATIMA CARRIGEEN STREET. Yes
SP S WEXFORD

Wicklow 18408I NEWCOURT SPECIAL NEWCOURT ROAD, Yes
SCHOOL BRAY, COUNTY

WICKLOW

Wicklow 19522L ST CATHERINES SPEC NEWCASTLE, Yes
SCH GREYSTONES, Co.

Wicklow

Cork City 18586J SCOIL EANNA MONTENOTTE, CORK Yes

Cork City 18458A ST BERNADETTES BONNINGTON, Yes
SPEC SCH MONTENOTTE, Co.

Cork

Cork City 18483W SCHOOL OF THE BALLINTEMPLE, Co. Yes
DIVINE CHILD (Scoil a Cork
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County Council Roll No. School Name School Address Book Rental
scheme in

2011/12

Cork City 19410A ST KILLIANS SPEC SCH ADJ TO: BISHOPSTOWN Yes
COMM SCH,
WESTGATE ROAD,
BISHOPSTOWN

Cork City 20354A Cara Junior School C/o Brothers of Charity, Yes
Southern Services,
Administrative Centre

Cork City 19788D ST KEVINS SCHOOL THE RECTORY, Yes
INFIRMARY ROAD,
CORK

Kerry 19376D ST ITAS AND ST ST ITAS/ST JOSEPHS N Yes
JOSEPHS NS S, BALLOONAGH,

TRALEE

Limerick City 18692I CATHERINE MC ASHBOURNE AVE, Yes
AULEY SP S SOUTH CIRCULAR

ROAD, LIMERICK

Limerick City 19603L ST GABRIELS SCHOOL SPRINGFIELD DRIVE, Yes
DORADOYLE,
LIMERICK

Waterford City 19244J ST JOSEPHS SPECIAL PARNELL STREET, Yes
SCH WATERFORD

Galway City 19201O Lake View School RENMORE, GALWAY Yes

Galway City 19567K SCOIL AINE ST ANNE S SPECIAL Yes
SCH, MERLIN PARK,
GALWAY

Mayo 19248R ST ANTHONYS HUMBERT WAY, Yes
SPECIAL SC CASTLEBAR,

COUNTY MAYO

Roscommon 19789F SCOIL MICHEAL CASTLEREA, Co. Yes
NAOFA Roscommon

Sligo 19340F ST JOSEPHS SPECIAL BALLYTIVAN, SLIGO Yes
SCH

Sligo 19206B St. Cecilia’s School CREGG, SLIGO Yes

School Textbooks

210. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide information on the percentage amount that school book publishers have brought their
prices down by in each year over the past four years including in 2012; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36489/12]

211. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the percent-
age reduction in price being provided by school book publishers to schools who buy in bulk
for setting up book rental schemes; if he is satisfied with the level of reduction being provided;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36490/12]

212. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the saving
that schools will make this year compared to last year for those schools that buy in bulk from
school book publishers for setting up a book rental scheme; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36491/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
210 to 212, inclusive, together.

I am very conscious that the cost of textbooks is a considerable burden on families. Since
becoming Minister for Education and Skills, I have attempted to take steps to reduce the
burden on families. Shortly after coming into office I met with members of the Irish Edu-
cational Publishers’ Association and impressed on them the need to limit the cost of textbooks.
I have also stressed to them the real need to avoid placing schools and families in a position
where textbooks are altered unnecessarily.

The Association has responded positively to my approaches and have agreed a voluntary
Code of Practice among their members. The Code commits the publishers to limit the publi-
cation of new editions and to maintaining editions of books in print unchanged for at least
six years.

The publishers have also given assurances to me that they will sell textbooks to schools at
discounts in the range 10% to 17.5% so that schools can purchase textbooks in bulk to stock
textbook rental schemes. My Department does not have data to show the price reductions over
the last four years, as requested by the Deputy.

All these developments are welcome, and I look forward to seeing the members of the
Association implement these commitments. My Department recently published research which
shows that there is a high level of book rental schemes in operation at primary school level.
The research indicates that 76% of primary schools operate a book rental scheme and I want
to encourage this practice across all schools. Results at second level are not as conclusive.

I refer the Deputy to the “Report on Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools and the Allocation
of Textbook Grants by the Department of Education and Skills” and the draft “Guidelines on
Developing School Textbook Rental Schemes” which I published at the end of May. I believe
that these documents will help to inform the debate on the issue. Following receipt of the
opinions of the representatives of teachers, principals, school management, parents, students
and other on the policy options outlined in the report, I hope to make a decision by the end
of the summer so that if there are any changes to the book grant scheme schools will have a
year’s advance notice.

Special Educational Needs

213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline
the educational options available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36493/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
my Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools which have
enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is
enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education.

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter in the first instance for the parents of the
child and the Board of Management of a school. My Department has no role in relation to
processing applications for enrolment to schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Special Education Needs Organisers
(SENOs) can assist parents to identify appropriate educational placements for children with
special educational needs. Parents may contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s
special educational needs and to seek assistance in identifying placement options, using the
contact details available on www.ncse.ie.
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The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) can also assist parents who are experienc-
ing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The NEWB will try to help parents to
find a school placement if their child has been unable to secure a school placement to date.
The NEWB can be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters,
16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

School Accommodation

214. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a
breakdown of expenditure on prefabricated secondary and primary school accommodation
between 1997 and 2011; if he will provide an account of rental expenditure on prefabricated
secondary and primary school accommodation between 1997 and 2011; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36520/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Expenditure on rental of tempor-
ary school accommodation (not limited to prefabs) is available from 1998 onwards.

The following outlines, on a year by year basis, expenditure at primary and post-primary
rental since that time: 1998: €1.3m 1999: €2.4m 2000: €4.0m 2001: €6.1m 2002: €8.4m 2003:
€9.4m 2004: €11.3m 2005: €15.7m 2006: €24.5m 2007: €35.5m 2008: €53.0m 2009: €39.0m 2010:
€29.3m 2011: €28.9m 2012: €29.3m (allocation)

Information in relation to expenditure on the purchase of prefabricated accommodation for
primary and post-primary schools is not readily available in the format requested by the
Deputy.

My Department announced a new initiative to replace rented prefabs in March of this year.
Over 170 have been approved to replace rented prefabs with permanent accommodation. A
total of €41.8 million has been allocated for this initiative which will result in approximately
6,000 pupils moving from prefabs into permanent classrooms and resource rooms when building
works are completed in all schools.

Departmental Expenditure

215. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide
details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his Department or
any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project in County
Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address, amount,
purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36537/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Data relating to expenditure by
my Department are not maintained on a county by county basis and it would take a dispro-
portionate amount of time to collate the information sought by the Deputy. However, I would
be happy to provide information regarding specific projects in which the Deputy has a part-
icular interest.

Site Acquisitions

216. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will make a
decision in relation to a permanent site for Gaelscoile and Choillin, Mullingar, County West-
meath. [36548/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy that
my Department is in receipt of an application for a permanent school building on a permanent
site from the school to which he refers. Officials in my Department will be liaising with the
relevant local authority in relation to identifying a suitable site. However, due to commercial
sensitivities attaching to site acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further
at this time.

Schools Building Projects

217. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills now that An Bord
Pleanála has approved the compulsory purchase order for Curraghmore National School, when
his Department will advance to the next stage. [36549/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy that
my Department will progress the project for the school to which he refers in accordance with
the Five Year Plan, providing there are no challenges to the validity of the decision within the
eight week period following the decision of An Bord Pleanála.

School Transport

218. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
review the decision to end the catchment boundary system for the post primary school transport
scheme which will impact unfairly on families where a pattern of attendance has been estab-
lished over a period of years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36552/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): The
Deputy will be aware that changes to the School Transport Scheme, including the ceasing of
the catchment boundary system effective from the 2012/2013 school year, were announced in
Budget 2011 and derive from recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the Scheme.

There is no scope for reversing these changes as under the four year recovery plan, there is
a requirement to deliver savings of €17 million on the school transport budget and all these
measures, including the ceasing of the catchment boundary system, are an integral part of this.

Vocational Education Committees

219. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual
saving to the State if all vocational education committee CEO salaries were capped at
€100,000. [36569/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Based on the salaries, excluding
allowances, of the CEOs of the Vocational Education Committees in 2011, the annual salary
saving arising if all CEO salaries were capped at €100,000 would amount to approximately
€431,000. The Deputy should note that the Transport Liaison Officer allowance, which was the
main allowance paid to CEOs, costing some €261,000 in 2011, was discontinued with effect
from 1 June 2012.

The Deputy should also note that the saving figure does not take into account any additional
saving to the State which would arise from a reduction in Employer PRSI, nor does it take
account of the loss to the Exchequer arising from a reduction in statutory deductions such as
income tax, Employee PRSI and the Universal Social Charge.
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Ministerial Advisers

220. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since March
2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special
Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors
since March 2011. [36602/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following tabular statement
gives details of the Special Advisor appointments made at my Department when I took office
together with details of their current salaries.

Officials at my Department wrote to the Department of Finance at the time of the appoint-
ments and requested sanction to place the individuals on a point of the pay scale for the position
nearest to their earnings before appointment. They have not received any salary increase since
March 2011. In accordance with the terms of the Ethics in Public Office Acts copies of the
appointees’ contracts of employment together with details of their qualifications were laid
before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 28th, October 2011. The Minister of State does not
have the services of a Special Advisor.

Mr. Ruairí Quinn, T.D.

Minister for Education and Skills

Appointee Position Salary

John Walshe Special Adviser €92,672

Deirdre Grant Special Adviser €86,604

Departmental Agencies

221. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual
saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under his aegis were cut
by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36618/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The table contains information in
respect of those bodies currently under the aegis of my Department which are paid fees namely:

— Commission into Child Abuse.

— Foras Áiseanna Saothair.

— Grangegorman Development Agency.

— Higher Education Authority.

— Residential Institutions Redress Board (RIRB).

— Residential Institutions Review Committee (RIRC).

— Skillnets Ltd.
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Details relating to the 7 non-commercial State agency boards under the aegis of the Department of Education and
Skills which are paid fees.

Agency Name Board Members Remuneration/
(and Website Address) (as of June 2012) Fees Applicable in 2012

Chairperson Ordinary
Member

Commission into Child Abuse Judge Seán Ryan
www.childabusecommission.ie Ms. Marion Shanley

Ms. Anne Mc Loughlin See Note 1
Mr. Fred Lowe
Ms. Mary Fennessy

Foras Áiseanna Saothair Michael Dempsey (Chair) €20,520 €11,790
www.fas.ie Tony Dempsey

Michael Moriarty
Emer Gilvarry
Martin Hogan
Annette Hughes
Paddy McDonagh
Brendan Murphy
Sean O’Longáin
Margaret Sweeney
Paul O’Toole (DG FÁS)

Grangegorman Development Mr. John Monahan, Chairperson €8,978 €0
Agency Mr. Michael Hand, CEO

www.ggda.ie Professor Brian Norton
Mr. Dominmic Dillane
Aine Clancy
Mr. Dick Gleeson
Ms. Denise O’Dowd
Ms. Jacinta Stewart
Mr. John Monahan, Chairperson
Mr. Bob Coggins
Mr Damien Kilgannon
Cllr. Mary Fitzpatrick
Mr Jim Curran
Ms. Anne O’Connor
Vacancy
Vacancy

Higher Education Authority Mr. John Hennessy (Chair) €11,970 €7,695
www.hea.ie Dr Maeve Conrick

Dr Maria Meehan
Prof Ellen Hazelkorn
Cllr Brendan Byrne
Mr John Dolan
Mr Eamonn Grennan
Prof Eileen Harkin Jones
Prof. Marijk van der Wende
Professor Anthony Staines
Ms Siobhan Harkin
Ms Kathleen Lough
Mr Gordon Ryan
Dr Jim Mountjoy
Mr Paddy Cosgrave
Dr Brian Thornes
Dr Mary Canning
Mr Bahram Bekhradnia
Mr. John Logue
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Agency Name Board Members Remuneration/
(and Website Address) (as of June 2012) Fees Applicable in 2012

Chairperson Ordinary
Member

Residential Institutions Redress The Honourable Judge Esmond
Board (RIRB) Smyth (Chairman)

www.rirb.ie Dr. Helen Cummiskey
Dr Ruth Pilkington
Ms Ann O’Brien B.L See Note 2
Dr. Mary Concannon Bluett
Ms Dariona Conlon, Solicitor
Dr Fionnuala O’Loughlin
Mr John Campbell, Solicitor
Dr. Harry Bugler
Ms Samantha Cruess Callaghan, BL
Dr William Delaney

Residential Institutions Review Mr Justice Frank Murphy
Committee (RIRC) (Chairman)

See RIRB website Judge John Buckley
Mr Colm Gaynor See Note 2
Ms Ita Mangan
Mr Brendan Gogarty
Mr John Dalton

Skillnets Ltd Domhnall MacDomhnaill (Chair) €8,978 €5,985
www.skillnets.ie Karl McDonagh

Mairead Divilly
Niall Saul
Brendan McGinty
Ian Talbot
George Hennessy
Peter Rigney
Nuala Keher
Henry Murdoch
Terry Hobdell
Paul O’Brien
Eamonn Devoy

Note 1:The Chairperson of the Commission to Inquire Into Child Abuse (CICA) is a member of the Judiciary and
is not paid by the CICA. The ordinary members of the Commission, who were all salaried are not currently on
the payroll.
Note 2: The Chairman of the RIRB is paid an annual salary equivalent to a serving President of the Circuit Court
subject to abatement to take account of his pension.

In relation to the RIRC, the Chairman’s salary is linked to his former Supreme Court judicial
salary subject to pension abatement. Since October 2011, the Chairman has taken a 50% volun-
tary reduction in his salary.

The other board members of both the RIRB and the RIRC are paid a per diem rate and
pension abatement applies in the case of members receiving a pension from the State. The per
diem rate from 1 January 2011 is €668.

Departmental Agencies

222. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual
saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis were capped
at €100,000. [36634/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): 3Eight CEOs in agencies under
the aegis of my Department are in receipt of salaries in excess of €100,000. If these salaries
were to be capped, the resultant saving to the Exchequer would be €289,809.
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Departmental Expenditure

223. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal,
consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the
amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36650/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by the
Deputy is not readily available and it would take a disproportionate amount of time to collate.

In the meantime, if there are individual suppliers in respect of which the Deputy seeks details
of, my Department will seek to provide that information.

Departmental Staff

224. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to
the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies under his
aegis. [36666/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department presently does
not have any contractual arrangements with employment agencies for staffing services.

The day to day administration of agencies under the aegis of my Department is a matter for
the management of each organisation and my Department does not hold the information
requested by the Deputy.

Public Private Partnerships

225. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private partnership projects in pay-
ment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount
of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36682/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department currently has five
active Public Private Partnerships in operation. These projects consist of two Higher Education
projects, the National Maritime College of Ireland and the Cork School of Music. The other
three PPP projects are bundles of schools as follows, Pilot Schools Project — completed in
January, 2003: Largy College, Clones, Co. Monaghan, Maria Immaculata Community College,
Dunmanway, Co. Cork, St. Attracta’s Community School, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo, Ballincollig
Community School, Co. Cork, St. Caimin’s Community School, Shannon, Co. Clare. Schools
Bundle 1 Project — completed in October, 2010. Coláiste na Sionna, Banagher, Co. Offaly,
Gallen Community School, Ferbane, Co. Offaly, Scoil Chriost Ri, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, St
Mary’s CBS, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Schools Bundle 2 Project — completed October, 2011
Bantry Community College, Gaelscoil Bheanntrai, Kildare Town Community School,
Abbeyfeale Community College, Athboy Community School, Wicklow Town Community
College The total costs over the full life time of the projects are set out in the attached table.
These figures are VAT inclusive and indexed to inflation. As well as entering into a contract
to design, build and fund the projects, the private sector partner also has responsibility for the
maintenance of the buildings and grounds over the life of the contract and to manage and pay
for the facilities services such as cleaning and security over that period. Accordingly, the full
contract cost comprises of loan repayments (capital and interest) for the project financing which
covers design, construction and equipment, building and equipment life cycle funds and facili-
ties management. The latter item includes maintenance, cleaning, salaries and sundry expenses.
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Name of Project Duration of Project Total Capital Cost Contract Cost

Maritime College Cork 31/12/2003-31/12/2028 €65,723,607.24 €200,073,721.24

Cork School of Music 31/12/2005-31/12/2031 €78,740,017.47 €229,340,214.47

PPP Pilot Schools 31/12/2001-31/12/2007 €93,611,533.00 €283,325,924.00

PPP Schools Bundle 1 31/12/2009-31/12/2034 €84,720,000.00 €268,500,000.00

Schools Bundle 2 31/12/2010-31/12/2035 €110,514,000.00 €352,694,000.00

Total €433,309,157.71 €1,333,933,859.71

Departmental Contracts

226. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Department
outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36698/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested is not
readily available within my Department and it would require a substantial amount of time to
compile the details sought.

The work of the Department and the wider Education and Training sector includes the use
of a diverse range of outsourcing arrangements relating to such areas as the school building
programme, education and training courses at various levels, services provided for teachers and
special needs assistants and a range of corporate functions for education providers such as ICT
support, payroll, HR, waste management, cleaning, security etc.

If the Deputy have a particular interest regarding a specific area of public service provision,
my officials will endeavour to supply the details as far as possible.

Departmental Expenditure

227. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allocations
on staff and or resources in his Department. [36714/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Net overall expenditure on the
Education and Skills Vote to end-June 2012 of €4.176 billion is actually running €26 million
(0.6%) ahead of the profiled expenditure figure of €4.15 billion which was prepared at the
beginning of 2012. Current expenditure of €4.005 billion is €16 million (0.4%) ahead of profile,
while capital expenditure of €171 million is €10 million (6%) ahead of profile.

Expenditure over the remaining six months of the year will be carefully monitored to ensure
that the Department remains within its 2012 approved allocation.

Departmental Agencies

228. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the
Exchequer. [36730/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by the
Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded in due course.
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Departmental Staff

229. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since March 2012;
their positions and accompanying salaries. [36746/12]

231. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number
of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since March
2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules to not
apply. [36762/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
229 and 231 together.

Forty two civil servants retired from my Department in 2012. No retired civil or public
servant has been rehired or retained at my Department since March 2012.

School Relocation

230. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an
update on the relocation made by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36756/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the school to which he refers has confirmed that it has relocated to an alternative property.

Question No. 231 answered with Question No. 229.

Departmental Expenditure

232. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36778/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has an allocation
of €740,000 in respect of telecommunications services in 2012. This allocation covers the cost
of all telecommunications services including fixed voice lines, mobile “phones, telephonists.
telephone hardware and maintenance. For the Deputy’s information, a new VoIP (Voice over
Internet Protocol) telephony system was rolled out across my Department’s three main offices
in Dublin, Athlone and Tullamore, earlier this year. The VoIP system facilitates the routing of
landline voice calls over the Department’s existing data network, realising significant savings
in telecommunications costs. Upon completion of the roll-out of VoIP to my Department’s
regional and local offices, it is estimated that approximately €250,000 will be saved per annum.

Higher Education Institutions

233. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the potential savings
that can be made through enhanced cooperation and sharing of resources between higher
education institutions north and south. [36821/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government is committed to
driving reforms to radically reduce costs across the public service whilst improving service and
strengthening the fiscal position of the economy. The Higher Education sector in particular has
a strong track record in establishing shared services and some of these are now well established
brands, including HEAnet and the CAO. There are a number of projects underway in the
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sector in the south including the increased use of aggregated and shared procurement which
are delivering savings for the institutions. There is also significant potential for further cost
savings and efficiencies through greater collaboration with institutions in Northern Ireland. At
the recent North South Ministerial meeting in June, Ministers discussed the importance of co-
operation on third level education, taking account of the likely increase in student mobility
between both jurisdictions and the importance of continuing collaborative action between third
level institutions to assist with cost savings and also in the area of research and development
activities. My Department is working with counterparts in Northern Ireland to progress work
in this area.

Departmental Staff

234. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of sick
days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick days
per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010
and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken
down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36841/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by the
Deputy regarding sick leave in the Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011 is outlined in the tabular
statement. The Department does not record sick leave by section therefore this information is
not available:

Year Uncertified Average Certified Average Total sick Average per Median
sick leave uncertified sick leave certified leave days employee

days per days sick leave
employee per

employee

2009 1,495 1.1 13,344 9.8 14,839 10.9 1.5

2010 1,349 0.9 12,692 9.3 14,041 10.2 2.0

2011 1,204 0.9 14,134 10.5 15,338 11.4 2.0

Sale of State Assets

235. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will clarify the agreement with the EU/IMF/ECB in relation to the sale of State assets, including
details of what has been agreed on the value of assets to be sold and the time frame for their
sale; and the agreement on the way any such sale proceeds are to be used. [36079/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The House will be
aware from previous statements that I have made that a target of €3 billion has been agreed
for the State asset disposal programme and we have indicated to the EU/ECB/IMF Troika that
we expect transactions to commence in 2013.

In dealing with the Troika on this matter, it has been the Government’s consistent position
that funds released from the disposals would be used to support job creating initiatives in the
economy. After a series of negotiations, I have reached agreement with the Troika that all of
the Government’s proceeds from the asset disposals will be available, in one shape or another,
to support job creating initiatives in the economy. Half of the proceeds will be available to
fund employment enhancing projects of a commercial nature. The other half, while destined
eventually to pay-down debt, will, in the first instance, be constituted as a fund to underpin
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additional lending into Ireland, for example by the EIB, in support of further investment in
job-creating initiatives.

Flood Relief

236. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will provide details of the funding allocated to Cork County Council and Cork City Council
for each of the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 in respect of flood alleviation works;
if he will further provide corresponding figures of the amounts actually drawn down by the
local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36165/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): On foot of applications received from Cork County Council, the Office of Public
Works approved the allocations set out in the attached table for the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and
to date 2012 in respect of flood alleviation works. The amounts drawn down to date are also
shown. This funding was provided primarily under the OPW’s Minor Works Flood Mitigation
and Coastal Protection Scheme.

In addition, OPW has contracted directly for major flood relief schemes at Fermoy and
Mallow in County Cork. In

2009 2010 2011 2012 Total

€9.41m €6.14 €6.07m €7.11m €28.73m

The Councils would have undertaken some flood alleviation works funded from their own
resources also in the periods in question

Funding of Minor Flood Relief Projects in Co. Cork

Cork County Council 2009

Project Location Amount of funding approved Funding drawn-down

Ballinacurra €18,000 €18,000

Gortroe €13,500 €13,500

Cork City Council 2010

Project Location Amount of funding approved Funding drawn-down

Cork City Walls €900,000 €900,000

Cork County Council 2010

Project Location Amount of funding approved Funding drawn-down

Ballinacurra €5,880 €5,880

Ballybrack Stream €304,200 (subject to tender prices) €29,515

Clonakilty Town €350,000 €167,195

Crookstown €318,600 €20,000

Gortroe, Youghal €45,000 €45,000

Riverstick and Environs €90,000 €15,000
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Project Location Amount of funding approved Funding drawn-down

Skibbereen Study — Ilen River €120,000 €60,000

The Glen, Glenbrook, Passage West €99,000 €16,628

Mallow Flood Relief Scheme €34,000 €34,000

Cork County Council 2011

Project Location Amount of funding approved Funding drawn-down

Ballingeary and Inchigeelagh €40,000 €40,000

Bandon River €27,000 €21,000

Carrigtohill Village €72,000 €0

Skibbereen Study and Survey — €119,000 €91,187
River Ilen

Skibbereen — River Ilen Cleaning €10,000 €10,000

Mallow Flood Relief Scheme €223,000 €223,000

Cork County Council 2012

Project Location Amount of funding approved Funding drawn-down

Ballaghy, Riverstick €81,000 €0

Ballymakeery/Ballyvourney €10,000 €0

Inchigeelagh €45,000 €0

Kilmacahill, Cloyne €8,100 €0

Departmental Staff

237. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
plans to cut the amount of sick leave in the public sector; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36222/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As part of the
Croke Park Agreement management and staff representatives have agreed to work together
to deliver increased productivity and maximise efficiencies in the delivery of public services. It
is estimated that the cost of sick leave across the public service is over €500m. The State is no
longer in a financial position to be able to sustain the cost of the existing sick leave arrange-
ments in the public service. It is the view of public service management that a reduction in the
amount of paid sick leave across the public service will result in increased productivity, a
reduction in the cost of sick leave and improved morale. Therefore management has made
proposals to reduce the arrangements for paid sick leave across the public service.

The Labour Relations Commission facilitated discussions between the management side and
the public service unions on proposals to change sick leave provisions across the public service.
Agreement was not reached on all of the proposals and therefore the Labour Court is currently
considering the matter. The final extent of the changes to the sick leave provisions will not be
determined until this process has been completed.
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Pension Provisions

238. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide clarification on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36628/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public servants
serving before April 2004 are generally not “new entrants” under the Public Service Superannu-
ation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act and most have a compulsory retirement age of 65. Other
than certain uniformed groups, public servants recruited since then do not have a compulsory
retirement age. Public servants may retire earlier than this age, for example, on medical
grounds, on cost-neutral (or actuarially reduced) grounds or on attaining the pension age (that
is the age at which one may retire and immediately receive a pension) for their public service
occupation. The pension age for many public servants is age 60.

For the majority of public servants who are fully insured for social insurance purposes, the
occupational benefit is integrated with the State Pension (Contributory), that is, the occu-
pational public service pensions of fully insured public servants reflect that the person and the
public service employer pay social insurance contributions which will usually qualify the person
for the State Pension (Contributory).

Where the retiring public servant does not receive the State Pension (Contributory), a sup-
plementary pension may be payable under the particular public service pension scheme to
bridge the gap; for example, where an unemployed former public servant of pension age, due
to causes outside of his or her control, does not have an entitlement to social welfare benefits
or qualifies at less than the maximum personal rate. Concerned individuals should address any
enquiries on this to their employing body.

Question No. 239 withdrawn.

Public Sector Pay

240. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
an allowance exists that members of the civil and public service can avail of for eating lunch
at their desks; if the allowance exists, the annual cost of same to the civil and public services;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36026/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are no allow-
ances paid to civil and public servants for eating their lunch at their desks.

I understand that in line with the private sector an eating on site allowance of €1.90 per day
may be paid to staff employed on outdoor duties such as construction work.

Political Funding

241. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
plans to bring forward changes to the current operation of the Leader’s Allowance; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36027/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the Deputy
to my reply to Question No. 28686 [No. 3] of 13 June 2012.

Croke Park Agreement

242. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
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views on the Croke Park Agreement; when he expects further savings; when he expects dis-
cussions to begin on its successor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36221/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public Service
Agreement 2010-2014 is a key strategic framework which is enabling the Government to signifi-
cantly reduce public service costs and to fundamentally reform the way the public service works
with the co-operation of staff.

The Implementation Body for the Agreement has published two annual reports to date.
Both of these reports show clearly that the Agreement is delivering on its objectives and that
it continues to make an important contribution to economic recovery. For example, the Body’s
second report published on 13 June found, inter alia , that:

— The Agreement continues to be an effective enabler for the implementation of required
reform and change across the public service. It is facilitating a significant reduction in
staff numbers and is allowing significant restructuring to be implemented in a climate
of sustained industrial relations stability and staff co-operation;

— The Agreement has succeeded in delivering significant Exchequer pay bill savings and
non-pay administrative efficiency savings directly related to many of the plans
implemented under it. An estimated €810m in sustainable pay bill savings has been
achieved during the first two years of the Agreement and some €678m in non-pay or
administrative efficiency savings; and

— A broad range of reform initiatives have been progressed both centrally and locally
across the public service in such areas as redeployment, revised roster arrangements
and work practice changes, reconfiguration of services and rationalization of offices and
structures and the introduction of streamlined, centralised and shared service
arrangements.

The Government has welcomed the progress that has been made to date but has also called
on the parties to intensify their efforts over the coming period to accelerate the implementation
of priority reform measures under the Agreement and to explore all opportunities for
extracting further pay bill and non-pay administrative efficiency savings given the challenges
the country continues to face.

The Implementation Body will undertake its next review of the savings and reform being
enabled under the Agreement in spring 2013. The Agreement is set over a four year period
from 2010 to 2014. There are no discussions currently envisaged in relation to a successor
Agreement.

Public Sector Staff

243. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
plan for voluntary redundancies in the public sector; his further plans to ensure that senior
critical persons do not retire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36229/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am pleased to
inform the Deputy that significant progress is being made in reducing the numbers employed
in the Public Service. The numbers working in the public service have continued to fall, with
the provisional outturn for Quarter 1 2012 standing at 292,000. This is 28,000 below the peak
numbers level of 320,000 in 2008.

However, in order to reach the Government’s numbers target of 282,500 by 2015 all
Departments/Offices have been requested to look at radically different models of public service
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delivery, as set out in the Government’s Reform Agenda. Departments/Offices will also have
to critically examine the priority services that will be required in the future. Schemes, prog-
rammes and bodies which can be radically altered, curtailed or eliminated entirely should be
identified.

We are considering a range of measures including the potential use of targeted exit mech-
anism schemes such as voluntary redundancy in instances where staff surpluses are identified.
In the event of voluntary redundancy being introduced, the terms of the Collective agreement
on redundancy payments to Public Servants would apply. These terms are similar to those
offered in the recent past to staff in the HSE and Teagasc. It is important to make clear that
voluntary redundancy is not a right and it would be a matter for the Minister and senior
management of each Department/Office to select suitable candidates, grades, locations or skills
for either inclusion or exclusion from a proposed scheme.

Finally, in relation to the Deputy’s query about retirements, it should be noted that it is part
of the day to day function of the Boards and Management of all public bodies to assess, budget
and plan within existing resources for current and ongoing staffing requirements, including
retirements. Staff cannot be prohibited from retiring once they have reached pensionable age.

Proposed Legislation

244. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he
plans to introduce legislation to amend the Valuations Act in order that a fairer system can be
put in place in an attempt to change commercial rates. [36439/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In accordance with
the Valuation Act 2001, a national programme is being rolled out progressively for the revalu-
ation of all commercial and industrial properties in the State. The revaluation programme aims
to provide up-to-date valuations for individual properties across all economic sectors that are
subject to local authority rates. The revaluation process is the mechanism whereby economic
changes that take place in the property market are reflected in the valuation lists for rates
purposes and in individual ratepayers’ rates liabilities. It is an important programme, especially
given the significant changes in values and rents following the economic downturn of recent
years.

The purpose of a revaluation is to redistribute commercial rates liabilities among ratepayers
based on up-to-date values. Following revaluation, there will be a much closer relationship
between rental value and commercial rates liability. Even though property values have fallen
generally, some ratepayers will gain while others will lose from the process of redistribution
but, overall, revaluation results in a fairer distribution of the rates burden.

Departmental Expenditure

245. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his
Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project
in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address,
amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36544/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Department
has not provided any money under any funding scheme to any group or project in County
Meath in 2011 or to date in 2012.
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Public Sector Pay

246. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all public sector pay was capped at €100,000. [36564/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer to my reply
to Question No. 23619/12 of 10 May 2012 and Question No. 32369/12 of 4 July 2012.

Semi-State Sector Remuneration

247. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the annual saving to the State if all current commercial semi State companies CEO salaries
were capped at €100,000. [36566/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy will
be aware, the Government supports a strong policy of pay restraint in the public sector and in
2011 introduced a general pay ceiling of €250,000 per annum in the case of newly appointed
CEOs in this sector and sought voluntary reductions from incumbent CEOs whose salaries
were in excess of this pay ceiling.

I have no plans to introduce a unilateral pay ceiling of €100,000 per annum for CEOs of
Commercial State Companies. However, if such a cap were to be introduced no direct savings
would accrue to the State. The savings to the Commercial State Companies would be approxi-
mately €2.5m per annum if all current CEO salaries were capped at €100,000 per annum.

Public Private Partnerships

248. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in a tabular form a list of all Government Departments Public Private Partner-
ships projects in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project; and the total
projected amount of the PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36572/12]

272. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private partnership projects
in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected
amount of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36689/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 248 and 272 together.

The information sought by the Deputy is in the public domain and is available in the most
recent annual report of the Comptroller and Auditor General. Chapter 6 of the C&AG’s 2010
Report, “Financial Commitments under Public Private Partnerships”, sets out this information.

While my Department works closely with other Departments to identify suitable projects,
ownership of these projects remain with the Sponsoring Department. My Department itself
does not have any PPP projects.

Public Sector Pensions

249. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all current and future public sector pensions in payment
were capped at €60,000 based on current public sector numbers and assuming the cap of €60,000
included the integration of the contributory State pension. [36576/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is estimated that
the imposition of a cap of €60,000 on pensions in the civil service, would result in an estimated
annual saving of €8m. This takes no account of the tax and other statutory deductions foregone.
Comparable data are not available for the public service as a whole.

250. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all current and future public sector pension in payment
were capped at €48,000 based on current public sector numbers. [36577/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is estimated that
the imposition of a cap of €48,000 on pensions in the civil service, would result in an estimated
annual saving of €17m. This takes no account of the tax and other statutory deductions fore-
gone. Comparable data are not available for the public service as a whole.

Departmental Properties

251. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide details of the Office of Public Works State office accommodation portfolio
rationalisation programme broken down by Government Department; the total savings arising
from the OPW rationalisation programme for 2012 and projected savings in 2013; and the
number of the OPW State office accommodation properties are leased, tied into upward only
rent agreements. [36578/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The information sought is being compiled at the moment and I will respond directly
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Staff

252. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a spending and project breakdown of his Department’s training, development
and incidental expenses for 2012. [36579/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The total estimated
expenditure in respect of training, development and incidental expenses for 2012 in my Depart-
ment is €488,000. The training and development budget is €174,000. This budget is to cover
training and development and post — entry education initiatives to ensure that staff have the
necessary skills and expertise to enable the Department to meet its strategic priorities and to
support a continuous learning culture in the Department. The main items of expenditure in
respect of incidental expenses include official entertainment, security, cleaning, subscriptions
and sundry running costs of the Department.

Departmental Expenditure

253. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a breakdown of his Departments office equipment and external IT services
spend for 2012. [36580/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Department
provides Information and Communications Technology (ICT) infrastructures and services both to
my own Department and to the Department of Finance on a shared services basis. The budget for
ICT office equipment and external IT services for 2012 amounts to €550,000. An approximate
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breakdown of anticipated spend is as follows — Maintenance and Support — €125,000, Contractors
— €100,000, Software — €120,000, Hardware — €130,000, Consumables — €75,000.

In addition a new centralised Employees Assistance Service was incorporated into my Depart-
ment in 2012. The costs associated with the setting up of this new unit were as follow: — a photo
copier €3,936 (incl. VAT), a shredder €921.27 (incl. VAT), a projector €299.99 including VAT. A
Binder has also been ordered however no invoice has yet been received. A microwave and a fridge
costing €279.85 including VAT and delivery charge were also purchased.

EU Presidency

254. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a breakdown of his Budget of €343,000 for spending on the EU Presidency in
2012; and if he is likely to exceed this budget allocation for 2012. [36581/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The table below
details the information requested by the Deputy in relation to my Department on the break-
down of the budget of 343,000 on the EU Presidency in 2012. My Department does not expect
to exceed this budget in 2012.

Area Amount

EU Presidency Pay 243,000

EU Presidency Travel 70,000

EU Presidency Other 30,000

343,000

Departmental Expenditure

255. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a breakdown of the current and capital budget spend for the Centre for Manage-
ment Organisation Development for 2012. [36582/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The table below
details the information requested by the Deputy. The Centre for Management and Organis-
ation Development (CMOD) in my Department provides ICT infrastructures and services to
my Department and to the Department of Finance on a shared services basis. It also provides
a range of ICT infrastructures, services and advice to the wider civil and public service. There
is also an allocation in relation to the Civil Service Training and Development Centre. CMOD
total budget for 2012 amounts to 2,042,500 (of which 500,000 relates to capital expenditure)
and is broken down as follows.

Area Amount

Central ICT Infrastructures and Services for the public service 1,100,000

Central eGovernment and Common Systems for the public service 245,000

ICT Infrastructures and Systems for my Department and the Department 650,000
of Finance on a shared services basis

Staff Travel and Subsistence 6,500

Staff Training 1,000

EU Presidency preparations 5,000
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Area Amount

Civil Service Training and Development Centre 35,000

256. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a breakdown of his Department’s €1.515 million Reform Agenda Budget 2012
allocation. [36583/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The table below
details the information requested by the Deputy with regard to a breakdown of the 1.730m
Reform Agenda budget 2012 allocation in relation to my Department.

The Reform Agenda Fund is used to support the cost of implementing initiatives related to
the reform of the Public Service, and specifically the implementation of the Government’s
Public Service Reform Plan, which was published last November.

The Reform Agenda Fund 2012 is supporting the Reform and Delivery Office and related
areas of my Department in the delivery of the reform programme across the Public Service. It
is also being used to support the work of the Public Service Agreement Implementation Body
and the Senior Public Service.

There is sometimes a need to invest in change, in order to support increased efficiency and
effectiveness, and to reduce costs in the medium to longer term, and that is the purpose of
this funding.

Area of expenditure 2012 Allocation

Project Support and Temporary External Expertise 524,000

Communications and events 130,000

Taoiseach’s Public Service Excellence Awards 30,000

Public Service Reform Training 50,000

BPI Support / Training / Baselining 183,000

Pay Costs 565,000

Implementation Body Secretariat 150,000

Senior Public Service 98,000

Total 1,730,000

Departmental Staff

257. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the number of new recruits to his Department July 2012; the positions they hold; and the
annual salaries paid. [36584/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I understand that
the Deputy’s question refers to the period July 2011 to date. During this period 26 new recruits
have been appointed to my Department including 5 fixed-term contract staff and 7 Administrative
Officers who will be seconded to different Departments in the future. Details are as follows:

Grade Number Salary per annum Status

Assistant Secretary 1 €139,898 5 Year Contract

Principal Officer 2 €85,957 3 and 5 Year Contract

1161



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

Grade Number Salary per annum Status

Principal Officer 1 €96,295 5 Year Contract

NRPAccountant/Financial Analysis 1 €55,969 1 Year Contract

Employee Assistance Officer (HEO) 6 €52,189-€59,395*

Administrative Officer 14 €29,922 7 for onward secondment

Administrative Officer 1 €33,247

*Salary based on previous civil or public service.

Public Sector Staff

258. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the numbers of public servants that have been appointed over the past twelve months by the
Public Appointments Service. [36585/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public Appoint-
ments Service is the independent centralised provider of recruitment, assessment and selection
services for the Civil Service. It also provides these services to local authorities, the Health
Service Executive, An Garda Síochána and other public bodies, where required.

Having completed a selection process, the PAS assigns or recommends individuals for
appointment by the relevant authority e.g. Government, Minister, Local Authority, Board, etc.

PAS reports on an annual basis. Additional time is required to undertake an analysis of the
last twelve months. A response will be forwarded direct to the Deputy shortly. During 2011
assignments and recommendations made by PAS was1,746. This number includes 982 Tempor-
ary Clerical assignments and following initial stages of the selection process undertaken by
PAS for the Garda Reserve (a voluntary position), 427 names were forwarded to the Garda
Authorities for consideration at the final selection stages.

PAS handled a total of 35,080 applications during 2011.

In addition to the above, 23 campaigns were initiated and the preliminary selection stages
conducted by PAS on behalf of the Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC).

Further details are available in the Public Appointments Service Annual Report 2011 avail-
able on http://www.publicjobs.ie/publicjobs/about/publications.htm.

259. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the number of persons that are employed by the Commission for Public Service Appointments;
and if he will provide details of each position held and accompanying annual remuneration.
[36586/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are 8 staff
serving in the Commission for Public Service Appointments as follows:

Grade Number serving Annual Salary (Euro)

Principal Officer One 96,295

Assistant Principal Two 77,884

57,814 (Work sharing 80%)

Higher Executive Officer One 56,007

Executive Officer Two 39,166
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Grade Number serving Annual Salary (Euro)

12,111 (Incentivised Career Bk Cir:
13/2009)

Clerical Officer Two 31,743

28,583

Departmental Staff

260. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will supply, in a tabular form, the number of persons who work in his Department’s Govern-
ment Reform Unit and their accompanying grade. [36588/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Government
Reform Unit is currently staffed as follows:

Grade Numbers*

Assistant Secretary 1

Principal Officer 3

Assistant Principal 6

Higher Executive Officer 2

Staff Officer 1

Clerical Officer 1

*Numbers are based on headcount rather than full time equivalent staff.

261. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the projected pay bill for his Department’s Government Reform Unit for 2012. [36589/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The projected pay
bill for the Government Reform Unit for 2012 is in the region of €1,020,000. This is based
on staffing allocations to date and anticipated requirements to the end of the year. Staffing
requirements may be subject to change and the projected pay bill will be adjusted accordingly.

Departmental Strategies

262. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will supply a list of projects undertaken or to be undertaken by his Departments Govern-
ment Reform in 2012. [36590/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The list of projects
as contained in the Programme for Government to be progressed by my Department in 2012
is as follows:- Reform and extension of Freedom of Information; Establishing a legal framework
for Oireachtas inquiries; Review and modernisation of ethics legislation ; Statute Law Revision;
Regulation of lobbying; Safeguarding confidential information communicated to a public rep-
resentative; Introduction of cross-sectoral whistleblower protection legislation; Extension of
the Ombudsman’s remit; Review of the legal framework for civil service accountability.

Departmental Staff

263. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in tabular form a list of all units operating within the remit of his Department;
the number of staff currently deployed to each unit and accompanying grade. [36591/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Department is
working on the material and information requested by the Deputy and my Department will
furnish the information as soon as it is collated.

Public Sector Staff

264. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in tabular form, the total number of civil servants as of June 2012; the numbers
within each grade higher and lower scales; and the total projected civil service pay bill for
2012. [36592/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public and Civil
Service numbers at end-June 2012 are currently being compiled by my Department and I will
ensure that the information sought on numbers and grade breakdown is forwarded to the
Deputy when this process is complete. I would also advise the Deputy that information on
Public Service numbers on a Vote Group and sectoral basis is also available on my Depart-
ment’s website at http://databank.per.gov.ie/.

With regard to the issue of pay, the estimated Gross Exchequer Pay Bill for this year is
€15.4bn. The Civil Service accounts for around €1.7bn of this.

Public Sector Pay

265. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in tabular form, a list of all civil service grades, accompanying pay scale of each
grade, and number of pay points on each grades pay spine. [36593/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Information on
the payscales of the main Civil Service grades is available from my Department’s website
http://per.gov.ie . I would bring the Deputy’s attention to Circular 28/2009 dated 22 December
2009 — Revisions of pay of Civil Servants: Application of pay adjustments in accordance with
the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 and Circular 18/2010
dated 23 December 2010 — Reduction of 10% in the pay rates and fixed term allowances of
persons to be recruited to certain direct entry grades to the Civil Service. I am arranging for
copies of these circulars to be forwarded to the Deputy. Payscale information for other individ-
ual grades is available on request.

Ministerial Advisers

266. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in a tabular form a list of all Government Advisors employed since March 2011
whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale. [36594/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The table below
sets out details of all appointments as Special Adviser where rates above the minimum point
of the Principal Officer Standard Scale were sanctioned.

List of Special Advisers — June 2012

Department Minister/Minister of Name of Adviser Sanctioned Relevant Payscale
State Pay Rate

Agriculture Fisheries Minister Coveney Ross MacMathuna €110,000 Approved Rate
and Food

Communications, Minister Rabbitte Simon Nugent €97,200 Approved Rate
Energy and Natural
Resources
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Department Minister/Minister of Name of Adviser Sanctioned Relevant Payscale
State Pay Rate

Finbar O’Malley €83,337 PO

Education and Skills Minister Ruairí Quinn John Walsh €92,672 PO Max

Deirdre Grant €86,604 PO

Environment, Minister Hogan Sean McKeown €92,672 PO Max
Community and
Local Government

Finance Minister Noonan Mary Kenny €83,337 PO

Eoin Dorgan €83,337 PO

Health Minister Reilly Mark Costigan €92,672 PO Max

Maureen Windle * €61,781 PO Max

Jobs, Enterprise and Minister Bruton Ciaran Conlon €127,000 Approved Rate
Innovation

Public Expenditure Minister Howlin Anne Byrne €83,337 PO
and Reform

Rónán O’Brien €114,000 Approved Rate

Social Protection Minister Burton Ed Brophy €127,796 Ass Sec

Kathleen Barrington €86,604 PO 4th pt

Transport, Tourism Minister Varadkar Brian Murphy €105,837 PO I
and Sport

*From 1st June 2012 Ms Windle operates on a two thirds work sharing basis.

267. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since
March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale;
the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special
Advisors since March 2011. [36609/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Special
Advisers appointed are as follows:

Name Title Salary (per annum) Increases

Anne Byrne Special Adviser (D/PER) €83,337 with effect from €86,604 with effect from
March 2011 March 2012

Ronan O’Brien Special Adviser (D/PER) €114,000 with effect May Nil
2011

Departmental Agencies

268. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under his aegis
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36625/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The annual saving
to the Exchequer if all board member fees paid to agencies under the aegis of my Department
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50% would be €8,763.75, €12,269.25 and €17,527.50 respectively.

269. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis
were capped at €100,000. [36641/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The annual saving
to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEO’s of State Agencies under the aegis of my Department
were capped at €100,000 would be €27,796.

Departmental Expenditure

270. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal,
consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the
amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36657/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The information
requested by the Deputy could not unfortunately be collated in the time available. My Depart-
ment will respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Staff

271. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies
under his aegis. [36673/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The cost to the
Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in my Department or in State Agencies under the
aegis of my Department to date in 2012 is €28,000.

Question No. 272 answered with Question No. 248.

Departmental Contracts

273. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Depart-
ment outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36705/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The public service
provision responsibilities outsourced by my Department to the private sector over the past 12
months in respect of the Valuation Office were as follows:

Details of Public Service Provision Responsibilities outsourced Cost of Service outsourced €

Scanning of Archive — Valuation Office Books 18,345.16

Computer System NET Development (VOS system) 41,452.04

Computer WEB Development 68,755.03

Computer System NET Development (VOS system) 91,103.73

Scanning of Archive — Valuation Note Books 7,898.23

Data Capture of valuation data 3,616.57

Geographic Information System (GIS) Development 3,200.00

Valuation Advisory Services 24,680.00

Internal Audit Services 15,738.00

Total 274,778.76
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The State Laboratory outsourced a limited number of non-routine, low frequency analytical
tests where it would be impractical and more costly to have the testing facilities in-house.
The cost of services outsourced in 2011 was €120,933.93 (2011) and to the end of June 2012
was €62,806.23.

No further outsourcing costs were incurred in respect of the public service provision
responsibilities of my Department over the past 12 months.

Departmental Expenditure

274. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allo-
cations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36721/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The table below
details the current time related savings and/or delayed spending of the Budget 2012 allocation
in relation to my Department as at 30 June 2012.

Subhead Actual Exp Profile Variance
(€’000) (€’000) (€’000)

(i) Salaries, Wages and Allowances 9,231 9,900 -668

A5 Technical Assistance Costs of Regional — 250 -250
Assemblies

A6 Peace Programme/Northern Ireland 1,704 2,070 -310
INTERREG

A7 Special EU Programmes Body 667 602 65

A10/B10 Consultancy and Other Services 61 211 -150

B11 Centre for Management and Organisation 227 463 -236
Development

B12 Reform Agenda 64 593 -529

B13 HRSSC 1,289 1,861 -573

B14 Employee Assistance Service 387 697 -309

Departmental Agencies

275. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to
the Exchequer. [36737/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy was
advised on 31 January last the Government is committed to a programme of public service
reform and improvement. As part of the work in this area, we are looking at classifications and
listings of State Agencies in order to produce more coherent and focused directories of services
for citizens and the Oireachtas.

Broadly the position is that there are firstly a number of offices of State which typically are
staffed by Civil Servants and have their own Vote for the allocation of public monies and which
are within a Vote Group. Secondly there are non-commercial state bodies who are usually
staffed by Public Servants and funded (or part funded) through a grant-in-aid from their
parent Department.

In the case of my own Department there are two non-commercial state bodies or State
Agencies. These are the Institute of Public Administration (IPA) and the Special EU Prog-
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rammes Body (SEUPB). There is no direct cost to the Exchequer in respect of the IPA as it
runs as a Limited Company however my Department does pay out a grant-in-aid which for
2012 was set at €2.75 million. The SEUPB is a North/South Body established under the Good
Friday Agreement. It is jointly sponsored by my Department and the Northern Ireland Dept
of Finance and Personnel. My Department and the NI Dept of Finance and Personnel both
contribute to the Body’s running costs; the cost to the Irish Exchequer in 2012 is €1.197m.

Departmental Staff

276. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since
March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36753/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): No civil servants
who have retired from my Department are back on the payroll in my Department. With regard
to retired public servants that have been rehired I refer the Deputy to the reply that I gave to
PQ21184/12 on Tuesday 24 April 2012.

277. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since
March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules
to not apply. [36769/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are no
retirees since March 2012 from my Department that have been retained on short term contracts
or on consultancy basis.

Departmental Expenditure

278. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36785/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to the
Deputy’s question the Department of Finance provides telecommunications services namely,
fixed voice, mobile voice and mobile data, to both my own Department and the Department
Finance and it would be a matter for the Department of Finance to answer in respect of the
amount allocated for these services for 2012.

In addition there is a fixed data budget for the Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform for 2012 of €52k.

Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

279. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the time
frame for the implementation of the Government’s stimulus plan; the source of funds for the
plan; the amount that will be spent this year; the extent to which it will compensate for the cut
in this year’s capital budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36797/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I announced yester-
day, 17 July 2012, the Government’s €21

4 billion Infrastructure Stimulus Package which will
provide investment in a range of important and much needed new projects. Details in relation
to the funding of the package and timeframes for delivery of the projects can be found on my
Department’s website (www.per.gov.ie).
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The Government is already committed to spending €3,962 million in capital investment this
year and a total of €17 billion over the next five years. This Exchequer investment package
was set out last November in the “Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-2016: Medium
Term Exchequer Framework” which outlined the five year Exchequer Capital Framework out
to 2016. The Framework was published following a Government-wide review of the public
capital programme led by my Department. It sets out a significant programme of Exchequer
investment over the next five years, and is designed to address critical infrastructure deficits,
aid economic growth and provide much needed social infrastructure.

The package announced yesterday is additional to the investment outlined in the Exchequer
Framework and will be largely predicated on using non-Exchequer sources of funding to sup-
port the first Phase of a new PPP Programme of projects in key areas of infrastructure. It is
envisaged that enabling works on some of the PPP projects announced yesterday will begin in
2013 and these works will be funded from some of the proceeds of the sale of State Assets and
the new licencing arrangement for the National Lottery.

Public Sector Staff

280. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans
for further reductions in public sector numbers including redundancies and early retirements
in 2012 and 2013; the criteria being examined for where the reduction in numbers will be made;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36798/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am pleased to
inform the Deputy that significant progress is being made in reducing the numbers employed
in the Public Service. The numbers working in the public service have continued to fall, with
the provisional outturn for Quarter 1 2012 standing at 292,000. This is 28,000 below the peak
numbers level of 320,000 in 2008.

However, in order to reach the Government’s numbers target of 282,500 by 2015 all
Departments/Offices have been requested to look at radically different models of public service
delivery, as set out in the Government’s Reform Agenda. Departments/Offices will also have
to critically examine the priority services that will be required in the future. Schemes, prog-
rammes and bodies which can be radically altered, curtailed or eliminated entirely should be
identified.

We are considering a range of measures including the potential use of targeted exit mech-
anism schemes in instances where staff surpluses are identified. In the event of voluntary redun-
dancy being introduced, the terms of the Collective agreement on redundancy payments to
Public Servants would apply. These terms are similar to those offered in the recent past to staff
in the HSE and Teagasc. It is important to make clear that voluntary redundancy is not a right
and it would be a matter for the Minister and senior management of each Department/Office
to select suitable candidates, grades, locations or skills for either inclusion or exclusion from a
proposed scheme.

Departmental Agencies

281. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the time-
frame for rationalisation of State agencies; the progress that has been made to date; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36799/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy will
be aware the Public Service Reform Plan, published in November last year, demonstrated the
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Government’s commitment to reform and the pursuit of efficiencies by deciding (i) to proceed
with the rationalisation of 48 bodies by the end of 2012 and (ii) the critical review of a further
46 bodies by the end of June 2012. Details of the bodies involved are set out in Appendices
IIa and IIb of the Plan.

With regard to the progress made on the rationalisation of the 48 bodies by end 2012, while
my Department is monitoring progress on the implementation of these measures on a quarterly
basis, questions regarding the approach and progress of individual measures is a matter for
each Department and should therefore be directed to the relevant Ministers.

In terms of my own Department, the Government decided in the Public Service Reform
Plan that that the Commission on Public Service Appointments should be merged with the
Office of the Ombudsman. This merger took place on an administrative basis with effect from
1 October 2011. It is envisaged that the necessary legislative measures to give full statutory
effect to the merger will be included in an Ombudsman Amendment Bill, proposals for which
are being prepared by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Regarding the critical reviews of 46 bodies, my Department is considering the responses
received to date by Departments. Following this consideration I intend to bring a Memorandum
to Government requesting a decision on how best to proceed with the implementation of the
rationalisation programme.

Legislative Programme

282. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when he
expects to publish the Government’s amendments for the Construction Contracts Bill; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36800/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Programme for
Government contains a commitment to introduce new legislation to protect small building
subcontractors that have been denied payments from bigger companies. In this regard, my
colleague Minister of State Brian Hayes is working with Senator Feargal Quinn to develop the
Senator’s private member’s Construction Contracts Bill into a robust piece of legislation. The
Bill has passed Second Stage in the Dáil.

During the Second Stage reading of the Bill, Minister Hayes signalled to the House his
intention to bring proposals to Government on Committee Stage amendments dealing issues
that would include:

Thresholds: In order to ensure that the legislation applies to the majority of Construction
Contracts the scope of the legislation will be broadened by reducing or removing the current
monetary thresholds contained in the Bill.

Adjudication: This issue of making adjudication awards binding for both the public and
private sectors is a complex issue. It is important to strike the right balance between giving this
legislation the necessary enforcement provisions, whilst ensuring that the application of the
legislation is equitable and the taxpayer is safeguarded.

When these and a number of other issues have been examined, Minister Hayes will bring
proposals to Government in advance of Committee Stage which is expected to take place early
in the next Dáil session. This is an important piece of legislation aimed at creating a more level
playing field between contractor and subcontractor in the construction sector. Therefore it is
essential that these complex issues are properly assessed so as to avoid imposing unnecessary
regulatory or cost burdens on parties in dispute, the State or others.
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283. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
expected timelines for progressing the Government’s new lobbying legislation; the list of stake-
holders currently participating in the process and the steps open to any bodies who wish to
engage with his Department on this matter and are currently not included in that list; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36801/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy is
aware the Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce a statutory register
of lobbyists and rules governing the conduct of lobbying. The fundamental objective of this
commitment, which guides the proposed policy approach, is to ensure that there is an appro-
priate degree of transparency regarding lobbying activity.

The timeline for this approach is contained in the Public Service Reform Plan 2011 which
contains a commitment to prepare legislation to meet these objectives in 2012 with planned
publication of a Bill early in 2013. In line with this commitment my Department is currently
progressing its consultation with stakeholders and it is intended to present Heads of a Bill to
Government in the Autumn. I have already indicated that I will then submit the Heads of the
Bill to the Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform Committee for its consideration.

The list of stakeholders who responded to the consultation process is attached and is also
available on my Departments website together with the submissions received.

I published a policy paper on 4th July last setting out the key issues and my Department’s
proposals for progressing the legislative arrangements. I will also shortly be publishing on the
website the outcome of consultations at the recent conference on lobbying held at Farmleigh
on 5th July last. I would very much welcome further views on the policy paper. Anyone,
whether an individual or body, who wishes to engage in the consultation process can do so by
contacting the Government Reform Unit of my Department.

Title

Action on Smoking and Health

Age Action Ireland Ltd.

Alcohol Action Ireland

Association of Optometrists Ireland

Barnardos

BirdWatch Ireland

Chambers Ireland

Chartered Accountants Ireland and Consultative Committee of Accounting Bodies

Conor McGrath Public Affairs

Cúram (Irish Parent and Carers NGO)

Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation

Dr Elaine Byrne (Adjutant Lecturer, Trinity College)

Dublin International Insurance and Management Association

Eve Rowan, Ciara O’Sullivan and Killian Keys (DIT Students)

Federation of Ophthalmic and Dispensing Opticians

Federation of Ophthalmic and Dispensing Opticians (Letter)

Fianna Fáil

Free Legal Advice Centers Ltd.

GCF Consulting

Hume Brophy

Institute of Professional Auctioneers and Valuers
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Title

Irish Business and Employers’ Confederation

Irish Cancer Society

Irish Charities Tax Reform Group

Irish Congress of Trade Unions

Irish Council for Social Housing

Irish Farmers Association

Irish Heart Foundation

Irish Hospice Foundation

Irish Medical Organisation

Irish National Organisation for the Unemployed

Irish Pharmacy Union

Irish Property Owners Association

Irish Senior Citizens Parliament

Irish Small and Medium Enterprises Association

Irish Tourist Industry Confederation

JohnPlayer

Law Society of Ireland

Mason Hayes and Curran

Nessa Childers M.E.P.

Older and Bolder

One Family

PolicyAction

Professional Insurance Brokers Association

Public Relations Consultants Association Ireland

Public Relations Institute of Ireland

Restaurants Association of Ireland

Retail Grocery, Dairy and Allied Trades Association

Social Justice Ireland

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

TASC

The Advocacy Initiative

The Advocacy Statement Designed

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland

The National Federation of Services for Unmarried Parents and their Children

The Wheel

Transparency Ireland

Valuation Office

Voice of Irish Concern for the Environment

Working Group of Irish Charity Law Practitioners

Working Group of Irish Charity Law Practitioners (Australian Definition)

Public Procurement

284. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his assess-
ment of the potential savings that can be made through an all-Island approach to the procure-
ment and tendering for the supply of Government goods and services. [36814/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As part of the
Public Service Reform Plan, my Department is examining ways to improve collaborative pro-
curement arrangements across the public service. Where feasible such arrangements could
include an all-island approach to procuring certain commonly acquired goods and services. The
development of an increased supplier base on an all-island basis has the potential to deliver
procurement savings from increased competition. In this regard, the main procurement and
development bodies on the island, with ministerial support, are assisting the SME sector in
accessing the all-island €20bn public procurement market. Such assistance includes the hosting
of “Meet-the-Buyer” events by Intertrade Ireland, along with the National Procurement Service,
Enterprise Ireland and their counterparts in Northern Ireland, the Central Procurement Direc-
torate, the Strategic Investment Board and Invest Northern Ireland. These workshops, two of
which have already been held, in November 2011 in Dundalk and May 2012 in Athlone, have
been successful in attracting small and medium-sized enterprises, with over 400 SMEs attending
the Athlone event. These events are targeted at fostering increased SME participation in
tendering for public goods and service contracts. Two further workshops will take place this
year in Cookstown in September and Kilkenny in November.

Public Service Contracts

285. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in view
of the level of unemployment in the construction industry across the trades and related pro-
fessions of architects and planners, the reason it is being permitted for employers of third level
institutions and the public service in general to double job by providing services for remuner-
ation to private citizens and public authorities; if he will bring in regulation to allow steps be
taken to restrict this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35970/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy’s ques-
tion seems to relate to the employment terms and conditions of public sector workers.

Responsibility for the terms and conditions of public sector workers is a matter for the
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Brendan Howlin.

Industrial Development

286. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
number of visits carried out to County Limerick and the locations by the Industrial Develop-
ment Authority and Enterprise Ireland in the period 2002 to 2012; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [35988/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have been informed
by IDA Ireland that data in relation to site visits is maintained on a county by county basis
only. The Agency has indicated to me that over the period 2003 to date there have been 231
IDA sponsored site visits by potential investors to Limerick City and County. Details of the
number of such visits in each of the years in question are set out in the attached tabular
statement. Enterprise Ireland, who deal with indigenous industry, do not arrange similar type
promotional visits.

There are 44 IDA Ireland supported companies in Limerick, City and County employing
over 6,000 people. Enterprise Ireland works with over 260 clients in Limerick City and County
who employ 6,175 full time employees.

One of the high level goals in IDA’s Strategy “Horizon 2020” is a commitment that in the
period 2012 to 2014, 50% of all Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) will be located outside of
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Dublin and Cork. In seeking to meet this target within the context of securing high quality FDI
for Ireland, IDA Ireland has pointed out that the concept of scale is crucial. Leading global
corporations require a significant population pool, access to qualified talent, world standard
physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated professional
and business support services. Ireland has only one Metro Region, the Greater Dublin area, so,
in order to achieve economic regional development, IDA prioritises the marketing of Gateway
locations within each Region as the locations of critical mass (i.e. sufficient scale of population,
skills, infrastructure, companies, business services etc.) and highlights the opportunities pro-
vided by Hub locations which are within commuting distances of these Gateways. IDA also
promotes other locations as part of its marketing efforts in response to specific client
requirements.

Typically, a company is shown three or four locations within a Gateway Economic Region
that can meet its requirements and, in certain cases, other locations are visited on an opportun-
istic basis. In selecting locations to market to client companies, IDA Ireland endeavours to
include locations which have been affected by closures/job losses. Whilst IDA Ireland seeks to
influence the selection of a location, the final decision on where to locate is taken in all cases
by the investor.

Enterprise Ireland’s activities are focussed on the creation of new jobs through supporting
entrepreneurs setting up new High Potential Start-Up Companies, the retention and creation
of jobs in existing companies, and, in enhancing the innovation capability of Ireland at a
national and regional level through support of research in companies and third level
institutions.

No. of IDA Sponsored Site Visits to Limerick City and County 2003-2012

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 to
date

Number 15 21 19 24 35 9 18 38 40 12
of Site
Visits

Departmental Agencies

287. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost
saving from abolishing Forfas; if there will be any reduction in jobs as a result; when he expects
the process to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36117/12]

288. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views
that there will be an impact on the provision of independent research and advise on enterprise
and innovation policy following the abolition of Forfas; the unit, agency or Department that
will take over its role as an independent evaluator of his enterprise policy; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36118/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 287 and 288 together.

I have announced my intention to integrate Forfas into my Department to strengthen the
Department’s capacity to develop and implement enterprise policy. The proposal is not driven
by the objective of finding cost savings, although some savings may arise in due course if

1174



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

synergies between the two organisations are identified. I do not envisage any reduction in job
numbers as a result of the integration.

I very much value the independent nature of the research and advice that Forfas has provided
to me since I came in to office. I do not intend this independent thinking to be diminished by
the integration process. Forfas’s policy and research functions will form the core of a new
Strategic Policy Division in my Department. This Division will be tasked with a significant
range of policy evaluation, coordination and planning functions. The senior management teams
of both my Department and Forfás are committed to ensuring that the integration is oper-
ationalised in a way that maximises the outcomes in terms of both developing and implementing
enterprise policy.

An Implementation Group, comprising senior management from my Department, Forfas,
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, is overseeing the integration project
and will consider all of the legislative, financial and staffing implications that arise from the
exercise. A project of this nature would typically take up to 18 months for completion.

Job Creation

289. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the job
creation/announcement target he set for or agreed with IDA Ireland for 2012; the amount of
this target they have reached at the end of June; the steps he is taking to support them in their
efforts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36182/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): IDA Ireland has
been set a very challenging target under the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs. The target is
to create 12,500 jobs with an associated 8,750 in the wider economy, giving a total impact of
21,250 in 2012.

Recent results announced by the Agency show that good progress is being made in reaching
this target and that the strong flow of foreign direct investment (FDI) is continuing as, at mid-
year, there had been over 5,000 new job announcements by IDA client companies, with almost
half of these in locations outside of Dublin and Cork. IDA’s job announcement list is available
on its website.

Globally the outlook for FDI continues to be challenging but IDA Ireland has assured me
that it is optimistic that Ireland can continue to win significant FDI, building on its track record.
IDA Ireland is continuing to target a number of sectors that will continue to grow, even in a
globally challenging environment. These include IT/ Technology, Digital Media and Lifesci-
ences. Even in areas of low or no growth, the Agency is confident that FDI opportunities will
arise in sectors such as the consolidation of technology and operations hubs in global financial
institutions and consolidation of operations in a number of other sectors.

290. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the job
creation/announcement target he set for or agreed with Enterprise Ireland for 2012, how much
of this target they have reached at the end of June, what steps he is taking to support them in
their efforts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36183/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The full year jobs
target set for Enterprise Ireland is for 6,250 job commitments by client companies and EI is
on track to meet this target. A total of 3,716 job commitments linked to EI approvals to client
companies have been secured in the first half of 2012.
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Employment data for Enterprise Ireland is collected annually as part of the Forfás Annual
Employment Survey. The 2012 job creation results for Enterprise Ireland’s client companies
will be available in December 2012.

The outlook for net new job creation in 2012 is positive, although significant challenges
remain such as uncertainty in international markets. The first annual Action Plan for Jobs
contains over 270 actions to be implemented by all 15 Government Departments as well as 36
State agencies, and is intended to improve supports for job-creating businesses and remove
barriers to employment-creation across the economy.

The Action Plan for Jobs 2012 is the first instalment in a multi-year process which aims to
deliver on the Taoiseach’s commitment to make Ireland the best small country in the world in
which to do business, and increase the number of people at work in Ireland by 100,000, from
1.8 million to 1.9 million, by 2016.

Enterprise Ireland has a crucial role in the implementation of the plan and therefore will
continue to be at the forefront of job creation for exporting indigenous companies. My Depart-
mental Officials meet regularly with EI to monitor and discuss performance against agreed
metrics and as part of the process of supporting the agency in its work.

I meet regularly with EI at board and executive levels. I am actively involved in and have
had first-hand experience of their operations and the work of their personnel on the ground
through various company events and the trade missions which I have led since my appointment
as Minister

The close working relationship between my Department and EI will be strengthened with
the introduction of a detailed Service Level Agreement between my Department and the
agency which is currently being drafted.

291. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation what job
creation/announcement target he set for or agreed with Science Foundation Ireland for 2012,
how much of this target they have reached at the end of June, what steps he is taking to support
them in their efforts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36184/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean
Sherlock): The mandate of Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) is to develop Ireland’s human
capital in strategic areas of scientific endeavour relevant to the future competitiveness of Irish
industry and enterprise. It carries out this task by funding world-class research teams in our
higher education institutions focussing on the areas of information and communications
technologies, biotechnology and sustainable energy and energy efficient technologies.

The core outputs of SFI’s activities are the range of world-class research teams in place, with
indicators of their international rankings, taking into account the extent of their linkages with
other research groups and with industry partners and the amount of funding leveraged from
other sources.

While direct job support is not the core task of SFI, it should be noted that at the end of
2011 SFI funding was directly supporting 2,995 top-class research positions across Irish higher
education institutions and these researchers leveraged €90m in non-Exchequer funding to
Ireland last year.

A major impact attributable to SFI has been, and continues to be, its underpinning role for
the enterprise and job creation activities of IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland (EI). SFI
funded research activities are focal points of attraction for foreign direct investment in Ireland

1176



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

whilst also assisting the EI client base to maintain and grow employment levels, and also
enhance their sales and exports capacity.

In 2011 the SFI funded research teams collaborated with 583 distinct companies, the majority
of which are EI and IDA clients and which employ in excess of an estimated 82,000 people
in Ireland.

Over the past number of years the SFI investment has helped to significantly enhance IDA
Ireland’s new client wins capacity. This can be evidenced by the fact that in 2004 the value of
the foreign direct investment approvals achieved by the IDA that were research, development
and innovation (RD&I) based amounted to €120m whilst the comparable 2011 level was
€700m, a level nearly six times greater. This is a significant indicator of the strong research
capacity that SFI, along with other research funders, has helped to develop in Ireland in
recent years.

Through the quality of our human capital and the excellence of our research, Ireland has
succeeded in attracting some of the most innovative companies in the world. For example:

• 9 of the Top 10 Pharmaceutical companies in the world now have operations here.

• Similarly 15 of the Top 25 Medical Devices companies now have operations in Ireland;

• As do 8 of the Top 10 global Technology companies; and

• 10 of the world’s top selling drugs are produced in Ireland.

In terms of SFI activity in 2012, the capital funding provision of €156m this year will allow the
Foundation to maintain its support to 28 top-class research centres whilst also supporting a
cohort of approximately 3,000 researcher positions.

292. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the job
creation/announcement target he set for or agreed with each County Enterprise Board for
2012; if he will outline these targets on a board by board basis; the amount of this target they
have reached at the end of June on a board by board basis; the steps he is taking to support
them in their efforts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36185/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In 2011, there were
7,253 jobs created in companies supported by the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs),
while the number of jobs existing in CEB supported companies for the three years 2008-2010
were 33,811, 30726.5 and 32,910 respectively. These figures cover the period when the economy
was experiencing very severe economic difficulties, during which period there were significant
job losses as well as job gains. Overall, the figures demonstrate the resilience of the CEBs and
their client companies in maintaining and created jobs in the micro-enterprise sector during a
very challenging period.

It has not been the practice to set specific job creation targets for each CEB. However, the
Deputy will be aware that the Government recently approved the restructuring of the way in
which the State supports the micro and small business sector. As a result, the 35 CEBs will be
dissolved and supports to the micro-enterprise sector will be delivered through Local
Enterprise Offices (LEOs) to be established in Local Authorities. These LEOs will deliver
their supports to business to a robust set of targets and performance measurements. These
targets, which will be determined following comprehensive analysis of the full potential of the
new micro-enterprise support model, will be ambitious and will aim to stretch LEOs to make
a significantly improved contribution to economic recovery at local level.
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293. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his job
creation plans for County Meath; his further views on IDA’s Ireland performance in the coun-
try; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36186/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Both IDA Ireland
and Enterprise Ireland are autonomous agencies with statutory obligations to, in the case of
IDA Ireland, attract foreign direct investment (FDI) to this country and its regions and, in the
case of Enterprise Ireland, to develop indigenous industry and to secure opportunities for those
industries in international markets and thereby increase employment in this country.

There are 16 IDA Ireland client companies in Co. Meath employing approximately 1,300
people while 172 Enterprise Ireland client companies employ 5,120 people in that county.

The Government’s Action Plan for Jobs has set a target of supporting the creation of 100,000
net new jobs over the period 2012 to 2016, with the longer term objective of having 2 million
people at work by 2020. The Action Plan contains 270 measures for delivery across all Govern-
ment Departments and 36 agencies which will support job creation in this and future years.
While specific job targets have not been set for individual locations, the enterprise development
agencies under the aegis of my Department are working closely with one another and with
other state agencies to deliver the job creation targets which have been set.

2011 saw a strong performance in the level of FDI won by Ireland. IDA client companies
created over 13,000 new jobs in 2011, up 20% on the previous year. There was an overall
increase of 17% in the number of investments from IDA client companies in 2011 and, despite
the current global economic situation and a strong increase in international competition, there
was a record number of 148 new investments won during the year across all industry segments.
Of the 148 FDI investments made in 2011, a record number of 61 were from multinational
companies investing in Ireland for the first time (an increase of 30%) while 87 were made by
existing client companies (46 expansions and 41 R&D investments). FDI is now responsible
for 1 in 7 jobs in the Economy.

In accordance with the Action Plan for Jobs IDA Ireland has been set a very challenging
target to create 12,500 jobs with an associated 8,750 in the wider economy, giving a total impact
of 21,250 in 2012. Recent results announced by the Agency show that good progress is being
made in reaching this target and that the strong flow of FDI is continuing as, at mid year, there
had been over 5,000 new job announcements by IDA client companies, with almost half of
these in locations outside of Dublin and Cork.

Globally the outlook for FDI continues to be challenging, but there are still investment
opportunities in global markets. IDA Ireland has assured me that it is optimistic that Ireland
can continue to win significant FDI, building on its strong track record. IDA is targeting a
number of sectors that will continue to grow even in a globally challenging environment. These
include IT/Technology, Digital Media and Life sciences. Even in areas of low or no growth,
FDI opportunities will arise in sectors such as the consolidation of technology and operations
hubs in global financial institutions and consolidation of operations in a number of other
sectors.

Sick Pay Scheme

294. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the dis-
cussions he has had with Departments in relation to the proposal regarding sick pay; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36187/12]
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Earlier this year, the
Minister for Social Protection, Deputy Joan Burton, initiated a consultation process to discuss
potential changes to the sick pay scheme in Ireland.

Forfás and representatives from my Department attended the consultative seminar held by
the Minister, along with a number of business representative organisations. I understand that
the Minister for Social Protection recently published a report on the consultation seminar.

I have not held discussions with the Department of Social Protection or any other Depart-
ment on the issue. Any proposals for changes to the sick scheme would be a matter for the
Budgetary process, which will be considered in due course by the Government.

I am aware of the concerns raised by employer representatives that transferring responsibility
for the payment of employees’ sick pay to employers would add to the cost of doing business.
In this context, any such proposals would impact on competitiveness and employment. The
evidence of this impact will need to be weighed against the potential for savings in terms of
reduced absences due to sickness.

I will carefully scrutinise any proposals which develop from this consultation phase and
their impact on jobs and competitiveness, and I will contribute fully to the Budgetary process
within Government.

Research and Development

295. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the basis
for his estimate of the cost of CERN membership; the reason there is such a disparity between
his estimate and that of CERN; if it is Ireland’s intention to join CERN; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36188/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean
Sherlock): This matter was formally reviewed by my Department through Forfas which com-
missioned an expert report by consultants Georgia Tech in 2001 to examine the case for Irish
participation in a number of intergovernmental research organisations including CERN. That
Report concluded that because of high costs and limited industrial development returns mem-
bership should not be pursued at that time. Since then, of course, the severely depleted
resources which this Government inherited has meant that there is an even greater imperative
to ensure that publicly funded research and development will yield the maximum benefits for
the country — most particularly in terms of downstream jobs. Ireland’s membership of inter-
national research organisations is reviewed on a regular basis and in the case of the European
Space Agency, for example, the value of membership in terms of support to Irish companies
and researchers is considered to justify the costs of our membership.

CERN is a major international project which deservedly has received much attention in
recent weeks arising from major and exciting discoveries. It is important to note that Irish
researchers are not precluded from participating in and benefiting from the work being done
at CERN. In an ideal world, of course it would be desirable to be involved in this major project,
based in Europe as it is. The issue is whether we should divert very scarce, and in most cases
committed funding, away from the areas that we had identified as having the best chance of
contributing to our economic recovery. The costs of full membership are understood to be over
€10m per annum. While other associate membership options may be available involving lesser
amounts, the issue remains that a decision about joining CERN must take into consideration
the opportunity costs involved as payment of any fees would mean that less funding is available
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for our existing research priorities. Should budgetary circumstances change the matter could
be reviewed again but only if there is a compelling business case from a cost/benefit viewpoint.

Job Creation

296. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will
outline on a county basis the number of jobs announced by IDA Ireland to date in 2012, in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36189/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of IDA
Ireland’s job and investment announcements are available on the Agency’s website and show
that, at end June, there had been in excess of 5,000 jobs announced this year. Almost half of
these jobs will be in locations outside of Dublin and Cork which will contribute to balanced
regional development. This strong performance is a continuation of the excellent results
achieved in 2011 when over 13,000 new jobs were created in IDA client companies.

There is no doubt that the actions taken by Government since coming to office in improving
our competitiveness in areas such as office rents, construction costs, unit labour costs and
business services have greatly helped to boost IDA Ireland’s foreign direct investment (FDI)
performance.

IDA Ireland has been set a very challenging target under the Government’s Action Plan for
Jobs. The target is to create 12,500 jobs with an associated 8,750 in the wider economy, giving
a total impact of 21,250 in 2012. IDA Ireland has assured me that it is optimistic that Ireland can
continue to win significant FDI, building on its strong track record. IDA Ireland is continuing to
target a number of sectors that will continue to grow, even in a globally challenging envir-
onment. These include IT/Technology, Digital Media and Lifesciences. Even in areas of low
or no growth, the Agency is confident that FDI opportunities will arise in sectors such as the
consolidation of technology and operations hubs in global financial institutions and consoli-
dation of operations in a number of other sectors.

297. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will
outline on a country basis the number of new jobs announced or supported by Enterprise
Ireland to date in 2012, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36190/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I refer the Deputy
to my reply to a similar Question, No. 300 (31722/12), on 3rd July 2012 to Deputy O’Dea,
which contains information up to end June 2012.

The table below provides information on further jobs announcements made by Enterprise
Ireland in July 2012.

Enterprise Ireland Job Announcements July 2012

Date of Announcement Number of jobs Company name

16/07/12 41 Shay Murtagh Precast Ltd,
Westmeath.

Employment Rights

298. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his plans
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to reform the Employment Rights agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36191/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will
be aware the system for resolving individual disputes related to the workplace is in need of
reform. The current system is wasteful, both in terms of state resources and those of the users.
It is also frustrating for employers, employees and professionals representing them. The system
has been the subject of much analysis involving eight reports in as many years. Some of the
criticisms of the system outlined in these reports include:

• Five organisations with overlapping, but completely separate, objectives and
operations.

• So complex that even experienced practitioners find it difficult to comprehend.

• Claims are often referred to the wrong forum or under the wrong statute: they some-
times become statute barred before the error is discovered.

• Lack of consistency between, and in some cases, within the bodies regarding the degree
of formality of hearings, rules of evidence and the use of adversarial or inquisitorial
procedures.

• Overly legalistic with many users feeling the need to incur legal expenses.

• A set of circumstances arising in respect of a single employee and single employer can
give rise to a number of claims, which must be processed through different fora to
obtain redress.

• Different routes of appeal can apply for issues arising out of the same set of circum-
stances in the same employment.

• Irrational and inequitable variations in how compensation is calculated and in rem-
edies available — no reasons are given for decisions in some cases.

• Duplication of functions between the bodies results in “forum shopping”.

• Delays are excessive.

• Poor value for money.

There is universal acceptance of the need for major reform of the current processes. It was for
this reason that I announced my intention to undertake a root-and-branch reform of the State’s
complex Workplace Relations systems in July 2011. I indicated that my aim was to establish a
world-class Workplace Relations Service.

I am happy to report that substantial progress has been made to date and a number of
important priority actions have been successfully delivered within the target timescale.

These include:

• A new single contact portal called “Workplace Relations Customer Services” has
replaced the five separate entry points.

• Complaints are now acknowledged, on average, within five working days of receipt.
This was previously taking up to eight months in some cases.
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• The employer is also notified, on average, within five working days of the complaint
being lodged thus increasing the possibility of a resolution being reached without the
need for a hearing.

• There are now no backlogs for Rights Commissioner hearings.

• A Single Complaint Form that deals with over 100 first instance complaints has
replaced the 30 forms previously in use.

• A new workplace relations interim website www.workplacerelations.ie is in place.

• Delivery of a pilot Early Resolution Service has commenced.

My intention is to continue to progress the reform programme. The next major step is to
establish a two-tier Workplace Relations structure. This will involve two statutorily indepen-
dent bodies replacing the current five. We will have a new single body of first instance to be
called the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) and a separate appeals body, which will
effectively be an expanded Labour Court. The WRC will replace the LRC, NERA, the Equality
Tribunal and undertake the first instance functions of the EAT. The labour Court will take on
the appellate functions of the EAT.

While considerable progress has been achieved to date on an administrative basis, completing
the proposed reform requires the enactment of detailed legislation . This is necessary in order
to provide the statutory basis for the new structures and processes. Last year I undertook a
public consultation process that concluded in September 2011. The responses, overall, demon-
strated a strong consensus around the need for reform and the shape that reform should take.
The many positive suggestions that emerged from that process have helped to inform the design
and delivery of the reform to date. They also influenced the proposals set out in the Blueprint
to Deliver a World-Class Workplace Relations Service (Blueprint ) which I published in April
of this year. The Blueprint document set out, in considerable detail, how I propose to reform
the workplace relations structures and processes. I published the Blueprint in order to provide
a further opportunity for consultation. I am happy to have received 32 responses to the docu-
ment. They include many supportive, useful and constructive suggestions and comments. All
contributions made have received careful consideration and helped inform the preparation of
the Policy Document — Legislating for a World-Class Workplace Relations Service which I
recently submitted to the Oireachtas Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in order
to give the Committee an early opportunity to shape the legislation. I had a constructive dia-
logue with the Committee on the basis of the document. All of these documents including most
of the submissions received in response to the consultations are available on the Workplace
Relations Website www.workplacerelations.ie.

I am proceeding with the reform process and I am committed to delivering a world-class
workplace relations service. My aim is to provide a simple, independent, effective, impartial,
accessible and workable means of redress and enforcement, within a reasonable period of
time. The system must operate to the highest standards and earn the confidence of employers,
employees and all who will use its services.

Work has commenced on the legislative programme and detailed design to deliver the
reform. I will shortly be seeking Government approval for priority drafting of the Workplace
Relations Bill to give legislative effect to the reform programme.
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Company Closures

299. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he has
kept in contact with negotiations between a company (details supplied) and their employees in
the Dundalk and Kilkenny Brewery who are to lose their jobs; if his attention has been drawn
to the current state of the negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36257/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In January 2012
Diageo announced it is to invest €153m in a brewing centre of excellence at the Guinness
brewery at St James’s Gate in Dublin. In conjunction with this investment, the company
decided to close the two smaller breweries in Dundalk and Kilkenny with the loss of 110 jobs.
The decision to close the two breweries was made by the company on the basis that there is
no economic rationale for maintaining two separate facilities not operating at full capacity, with
duplication of roles. The Dundalk site is scheduled to close in June 2013 and the Kilkenny site
in December 2013.

The company had originally announced the decision to close the two facilities and centralise
its brewing activities in St. James Gate in 2008.

I understand that, since the planned closure announcements, a number of employees have
taken up roles either inside or outside Diageo and their positions have generally been backfilled
by people on short term contracts. This process will continue until the closures take place.

I understand that it is envisaged that there will be a number of voluntary redundancies while
the remainder will gain positions either inside or outside Diageo. Diageo are currently working
with employees to help each individual find their own best fit position.

Discussions on a number of issues arising from the company’s decision to close the two plants
are ongoing between Diageo and the trade unions representing the workers. These talks are
being facilitated through the State’s Industrial Relations Machinery. I would encourage all
parties to engage constructively and in good faith in this process. The principle of good faith
implies that both sides make every effort to reach an agreement and endeavour, through
genuine and constructive negotiations, to resolve their differences.

Job Creation

300. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the recent
consultations he has had with the Industrial Development Agency to prioritise the IDA Busi-
ness Park at Marlinstown, Mullingar; the number of visits he has had with potential clients to
date in 2012; his plans or targets to incentivise business to come to this fully equipped, state of
the art and fully services business park. [36282/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): IDA Ireland is the
Agency with statutory responsibility for the attraction of foreign direct investment (FDI) to
this country and its regions. IDA Ireland has informed me that it has invested significantly in
developing its Business and Technology Park in Mullingar in order to make it attractive to
overseas clients. The Agency continues to promote this Park and other local private property
solutions to secure new investments for Mullingar and its surrounding areas through its network
of overseas offices.

IDA Ireland has also confirmed that, to date in 2012, there have been 6 IDA sponsored site
visits by potential investors to Co. Westmeath. There are 44 IDA Ireland supported companies
in the Midlands Region, employing over 4,600 people. 3 of these IDA client companies are
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located in Mullingar. With the improved infrastructure that is now in place, a significant number
of people commute from within the Midlands Gateway and IDA considers a project win in one
Midlands town to have a positive impact on the other surrounding areas due to the close
proximity of all main locations.

One of the high level goals in IDA’s Strategy “Horizon 2020” is a commitment that in the
period 2012 to 2014, 50% of all Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) will be located outside of
Dublin and Cork. In seeking to meet this target within the context of securing high quality FDI
for Ireland, IDA Ireland has pointed out that the concept of scale is crucial. Leading corpor-
ations require a significant population of highly qualified talent, essential physical and digital
infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated professional support services. There
is intense and continual international competition to win FDI, which is mainly dominated by
Metro City Regions with populations in excess of 1 million i.e. London, Manchester, Boston
and Los Angeles. Ireland has only one Metro City Region, the Greater Dublin area, so, in
order to achieve regional economic development, IDA Ireland focuses on marketing Gateway
locations within each Region and highlights the opportunities provided by Hub locations which
are within commuting distances of these Gateways. However, in the final analysis, it is the
investor who decides where to visit and where to locate.

Globally the outlook for FDI continues to be challenging, but there are still investment
opportunities in global markets. IDA Ireland has assured me that it will continue to compete
vigorously for these projects for Ireland and will continue to promote the Midlands Region,
which includes Mullingar.

Departmental Agencies

301. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
position regarding the Industrial Development Agency office in Cavan; the number of person-
nel based there; the duties and responsibilities of that Office; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36381/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The location and
functions of IDA Ireland’s staff are day to day operational matters for the Agency and not
ones in which I have a function. It is essential that IDA Ireland has authority to manage
its resources, within boundaries agreed with my Department, in order that it can meet its
strategic goals.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that during 2010, a Business Process Transformation Initiative
was conducted which examined every role in the organisation in the context of highlighting:

• Operational changes that could be implemented to enhance the effective delivery of key
objectives, as outlined in IDA Ireland’s strategy document, “Horizon 2020”;

• Areas of duplication which could be addressed by improved processes; and,

• Areas where additional IT could be applied to bring about staff savings.

Following on from that process, IDA Ireland continues to retain an office in Cavan with one
full time role concentrating on client facing activities. IDA Ireland has informed me that it
works closely with its 33 client companies in the North East Region that currently employ in
the region of 2,900 people, of whom over 1,100 are employed in County Cavan.

I have every confidence in the abilities of IDA Ireland’s Board and senior management team
to manage the resources available to it so as to enable the Agency to continue to win foreign
direct investment for this country in the face of strong competition.
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Enterprise Support Services

302. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
will list the grants that are available for start up companies so that they will can purchase items
such as fixtures and fittings for a new office; if he will list the grants that are available for
start ups in general; the way they can applied for; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36487/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The County and
City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) support the indigenous micro-enterprise sector in the start-up
and expansion phases and stimulate enterprise potential at local level. The current priorities
for the CEBs are to assist owner/managers in enhancing the survival and sustainability of their
businesses in these difficult economic times and to assist people wishing to start their own
business. The CEBs provide a valuable resource for those starting a business both in terms of
advice, direction, training and grant support. The Boards deliver a range of tailored prog-
rammes and supports through the provision of both financial assistance and non-financial
assistance.

The forms of financial assistance, which are available from CEBs, subject to certain restric-
tions and conditional on an agreed business plan, include the following:

• Feasibility/Innovation Grant (payable up to €20,000 (or 50% S&E, 60% BMW region)
of the investment, whichever is the lesser), available to micro-enterprises to assist with
the cost of necessary pre-start up studies carried out for the purposes of assessing
market interest in/demand for a proposed new product or service, the appropriateness
of the associated funding plans, the general viability and sustainability of the venture
and assistance with innovation.

• Priming Grant (payable up to 50% of the investment or €80,000 whichever is the
lesser) available to micro-enterprises for business start-ups within the first 18 months
of start-up. This can cover all business costs directly attributable to starting a new
business (save payments to State Bodies).

• Business Expansion/Development Grant (payable up to 50% of the investment or
€80,000 whichever is the lesser) available to micro-enterprises to grow and develop
the micro-enterprise. This can cover all business costs directly attributable to growing
and developing a business (save payments to State Bodies).

The provision of non-financial assistance can take the form of a wide range of business advice
and information services, management capability training and development programmes, e-
Commerce training initiatives etc. Training courses include such topics as start-your-own-busi-
ness, taxation for beginners, internet marketing, ideas generation and negotiation skills. To
access the range of supports available, business promoters may wish to contact their local CEB,
details of which are available at www.enterpriseboards.ie.

Work Permits

303. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
position regarding a work permit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36494/12]
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My officials advise
me that there is no record in Employment Permits Section of a work permit application in
respect of the person named by the Deputy.

Departmental Expenditure

304. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his
Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project
in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address,
amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36542/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has
not provided funding to any group, scheme or project in County Meath since 1 January 2011
to date.

In relation to the agencies under my Department’s remit, I am referring the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the Agencies for direct reply.

Industrial Development

305. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the
Industrial Development Agency propose to dispose of serviced land adjacent to Cavan town;
the reason such a disposal has been decided upon in view of the major investment some years
ago in servicing that land; his views on whether the availability of such serviced land is an
important consideration in trying to attract inward investment to County Cavan; if this decision
sends out a negative message in relation to the possibility of attracting inward investment to
County Cavan and the IDAs efforts in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36563/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the Industrial
Development Acts, the purchase, disposal or leasing of property by IDA Ireland is an oper-
ational matter for the Agency, and not one in which I have a function. I have been informed
by IDA Ireland that it recently advertised the sale of a number of land banks nationally includ-
ing the Cavan Business and Technology Park. This is in accordance with IDA’s strategy to
rebalance its property portfolio in the current challenging economic climate.

IDA has assured me that it would consider opportunities to utilise its property portfolio in
Cavan to attract other non-traditional type investments into the region, which do not fall under
the general remit of IDA or Enterprise Ireland but which could create investment and employ-
ment opportunities. However, in this connection, I should point out that in keeping with the
proper handling of State assets and finance IDA is required to ensure that all property trans-
actions, whether with industry or other parties, are on the basis of current market valuation.

IDA Ireland has assured me that it continues to work closely with client companies in Cavan
who currently employ over 1,100 people.

Ministerial Advisers

306. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since
March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale;
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the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special
Advisors since March 2011. [36607/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I appointed Mr
Ciaran Conlon as one of my Special Advisors in March 2011.

In light of the wide range of issues dealt with by my Department and the key role played by
Mr. Conlon as my Adviser, my Department wrote to the Department of Finance in April 2011,
in accordance with the Guidelines for nisterial Appointments, requesting the sanction of the
nister for Public Expenditure and Reform to the appointment of Mr. Ciaran Conlon as my
Special Adviser on a salary of €127,000.

Sanction was subsequently from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and Mr.
Conlon was appointed to the post of Special Adviser with an annual salary of €127,000 with
effect from the date of his appointment. He has received no subsequent increase.

Departmental Agencies

307. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under his aegis
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36623/12]

308. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis
were capped at €100,000. [36639/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 307 and 308 together. The remuneration of the Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) of semi state agencies that fall under the aegis of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise
and Innovation is as set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. This also
applies to fees payable to Board members.

The following State bodies come under the aegis of my Department:

— Enterprise Ireland

— Forfás

— IDA Ireland

— Health and Safety Authority

— National Standards Authority of Ireland

— InterTrade Ireland

— Shannon Development

— National Consumer Agency

— Competition Authority

— Personal Injuries Assessment Board

— Science Foundation Ireland

— Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority

— County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs)

Information relating to the remuneration of CEOs and the fees payable to the Board members
concerned is already in the public domain and may be obtained from the agencies concerned
through their annual reports and websites.
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Departmental Expenditure

309. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal,
consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the
amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36655/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following tables
set out the list of suppliers to my Department of professional services, where professional
service withholding tax has been applied, and the total paid during the period in question,
including professional services withholding tax, according to my Department’s Financial Man-
agement System.

Suppliers of professional services in the period1 January Totals paid in € to the suppliers including professional
2012 to 30 June 2012 services withholding tax during the period 1 January

2012 to 30 June 2012

A&L GOODBODY SOLICITORS 25611.86

ABC INVESTIGATIONS LTD 1679.19

ALLIED IRISH BANK 1153.15

AOIFE KAVANAGH 18511.64

ARDILAUN ELECTRICAL SERVICES 5958.73

AREKIBO COMMUNICATIONS 9071.25

ARTEFACT LIMITED 184.50

ARTHUR COX SOLICITORS 27422.41

BAKER CONSULTANTS LTD 26387.20

BARRY GALVIN JUNIOR 660.95

BEIRNE ELECTRIC (STROKESTOWN) LIMITED 4251.71

BIBBY FINANCIAL SERVICES (IRELAND) 301.63
LIMITED

BIZQUIP LTD 1623.99

BRENDAN BYRNE 270.00

BRIAN MURRAY 2829.00

BRUNSWICK PRESS LTD 164.59

BT COMMUNICATIONS IRELAND LTD 6413.00

CLEVER CAT DESIGN LIMITED 4778.55

CLIENT SOLUTIONS LTD 11645.64

CYRIL O’NEILL AND CO 6087.83

D.H. SHERIDAN AND CO. 8034.70

DELL COMPUTERS (IRL) 4766.25

DELOITTE AND TOUCHE 86100.00

DENIS MCDONALD 29478.18

DESIGN PRINTWORKS LIMITED 999.38

DIGICOM 3785.29

DOUGLAS CLARKE 1414.50

ELAVON MERCHANT SERVICES LTD 61710.27

ENTERPRISE REGISTRY SOLUTIONS LTD 459690.01

EXPERIAN IRELAND LTD 2214.00

FOUR POINT SOLUTIONS EMEA LTD 9003.60

FRANK NYHAN AND ASSOCIATES 10089.36

GERALD MEANEY STATE SOLICITOR 1230.00
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Suppliers of professional services in the period1 January Totals paid in € to the suppliers including professional
2012 to 30 June 2012 services withholding tax during the period 1 January

2012 to 30 June 2012

GERALDINE GILLECE B.C.L. 3621.12

HEWETT PACKARD IRELAND 5673.25

INTEGRITY SOLUTIONS LTD 977.85

JAMES A. BOYLE AND CO. SOLICITORS 2546.10

JAMESON EHS 1458.80

JOHN BROSNAN AND COMPANY 1273.05

JOHN MCCARROLL 2829.00

KEATING AND ASSOCIATES 2869.20

KELLKEE SERVICES 1522.40

LEAHY AND PARTNERS 27350.19

LYNCH, MARTIN 3648.09

MASON HAYES AND CURRAN 7060.20

MILLARDS SOLS. AND NOTARY PUBLIC 1660.50

MR. JOHN HUGHES 5735.78

NAOMI CLOHISEY 18278.30

O’DOHERTY WARREN AND ASSOCIATES 922.50

PAUL ANTHONY MCDERMOTT 23085.87

PAUL FITZPATRICK 1273.05

PAUL O’HIGGINS 3997.50

PETER D JONES AND CO 1273.05

PHILIPP RAHN 7213.95

PLANNET21 COMMUNICATIONS LTD 18287.68

QUALCOM SYSTEMS LTD 8680.03

RITS 11618.68

ROCHFORD BRADY LEGAL SERVICES 3560.86

RORY P. BENVILLE 3931.02

SERVECENTRIC LTD 4162.32

SHAUN BOYLAN 3013.50

SHELLEY HORAN B.L 2829.00

SIRA CONSULTING B.V. 66000.00

SPECTACLE PARADE OPTICIANS 100.00

SWORD SA 250205.12

SYSTEM DYNAMICS LTD 9594.00

TERMINAL FOUR SOLUTIONS LTD 7170.90

UNA NI RAIFEARTAIGH 2460.00

UNITY TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 187.28

VERSION 1 SOFTWARE 147.60

VINCENT DEANE AND CO 1414.50

WARD SOLUTIONS 16589.67

WOODS AHERN MULLEN 430.50

WORKSTATION ANALYSIS LTD 1750.00

XML WORKSHOP LTD 282.90

pTOOLS SOFTWARE 29529.23
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Suppliers of professional services in the period1 March Totals paid in € to the suppliers including professional
2011 to 31 December 2011 services withholding tax during the period 1 March 2011

to 31 December 2011

A&L GOODBODY 4795.24

ALLIED IRISH BANK GROUP 115022.68

ANTHONY KERR BL 437.90

AOIFE KAVANAGH 7544.66

ARDILAUN ELECTRICAL 20313.92

AREKIBO COMMUNICATIONS 14671.25

ARTEFACT LIMITED 677.60

ARTHUR COX SOLICITORS 135287.71

BAKER CONSULTANTS LTD 77214.94

BEIRNE ELECTRIC (STROKESTOWN) LIMITED 4251.71

BIZQUIP LTD 1070.86

BRENDAN BYRNE 1038.00

BRIAN MURRAY 31169.60

BRIAN O’REILLY 199.64

BT COMMUNICATIONS IRELAND LTD 6413.00

CAPITAL FOR ENTERPRISE LIMITED 59565.00

CAROLAN, FRANK 51.27

CLEVER CAT DESIGN LIMITED 5378.45

CLIENT SOLUTIONS LTD 17329.62

CONOR FEENEY 700.00

CYRIL O’NEILL AND CO 4802.93

Cian Cotter 200.00

D.H. SHERIDAN AND CO. 2170.74

DATA DIRECT 2000 LTD 2757.75

DECLAN MURPHY 31931.90

DELL COMPUTERS (IRL) 19456.80

DNM TECHNOLOGY LIMITED 1089.00

DONAL W. DUNNE 9684.84

DOUGLAS CLARKE 9445.50

EILEEN BARRINGTON 1948.10

ENTERPRISE REGISTRY SOLUTIONS LTD 844016.65

FIRST IMPRESSION DESIGNERS 5680.95

FITZPATRICK ASSOCIATES ECONOMIC 15730.00
CONSULTANTS

FOLEY, PATRICK 193.28

FOUR POINT SOLUTIONS EMEA LTD 4204.75

FRANK NYHAN AND ASSOCIATES 12325.81

GERALD MEANEY STATE SOLICITOR 3932.50

GERALDINE GILLECE B.C.L. 9016.92

GRAHAM MACKEN 346.76

GREATER HEIGHTS LTD 15645.30

HARPER, SAM 176.15

HEWLETT PACKARD IRELAND 167115.24

HIBERNIA SERVICES LTD 7785.15

HIGGINS, BRIAN (JLC) 505.22
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Suppliers of professional services in the period1 March Totals paid in € to the suppliers including professional
2011 to 31 December 2011 services withholding tax during the period 1 March 2011

to 31 December 2011

HUNTER, GEORGE (EAT AND JLC) 894.72

INTEGRITY SOLUTIONS LTD 22506.00

JAMES A. BOYLE AND CO. SOLICITORS 5808.00

JAMES SWEENEY 275.06

JAMES W HOULIHAN 27170.30

JOHN BROSNAN AND COMPANY 4356.00

JOHN MCCARROLL 27551.69

JOHN TRAVERS 36905.00

KAROLE CUDDIHY 968.00

KEATING AND ASSOCIATES 15230.87

KELLKEE SERVICES 3721.80

KENNEDY FITZGERALD SOLICITORS 5112.25

KEVIN RYAN 324.05

KILROYS SOLICITORS 9231.04

KIRWAN AND KIRWAN SOLICITORS 1058.75

KODAK LTD 15537.00

LEAHY AND PARTNERS 61544.26

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPUTER SERVICES 7907.42
BOARD

LORRAINE O’BRIEN 247.74

LYNCH, MARTIN 12184.96

MAIREAD CAREY 7889.20

MAURICE G COLLINS SC 1948.10

MCCORMACK, GERRY 127.72

MCINTYRE (JLC), MARY 164.93

MICHAEL D MURRAY AND CO 1028.50

MICHAEL DOWLING 69.21

MICHELLE O’SULLIVAN 1250.00

MILLARDS SOLS. AND NOTARY PUBLIC 10103.50

NAOMI CLOHISEY 4355.68

NOEL A. FARRELL C/O GEORGE LYNCH AND 3762.00
SON SO

NOEL J. TRAVERS BL 2692.25

O’DOHERTY WARREN AND ASSOCIATES 2722.50

OKI 1560.63

PAUL ANTHONY MCDERMOTT 12705.00

PAUL MCCANN T/A CRE8 361.79

PAUL O’HIGGINS 8167.50

PETER D JONES AND CO 21095.14

PETER D. JONES AND CO 1725.46

PLANNET21 COMMUNICATIONS LTD 9143.84

POMPHRETT, TOM 825.18

POWER DESIGN 1210.00

PRIVATEFILE LTD 2801.15

REGAN, JOHN 64.59

RITS 96096.27

ROCHE, ANTHONY 208.64
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Suppliers of professional services in the period1 March Totals paid in € to the suppliers including professional
2011 to 31 December 2011 services withholding tax during the period 1 March 2011

to 31 December 2011

ROCHFORD BRADY LEGAL SERVICES 6553.82

RORY HAYDEN AND COMPANY 907.50

RORY P. BENVILLE 26506.58

Reidy Brophy Ltd 3569.50

SERVECENTRIC LTD 6824.40

SHANNONSIDE AUDIO VIDEO LTD 3688.08

SHAUN BOYLAN 3025.00

SIA MNG GROUP T/A COMMENCEMENT 15088.70
CONSULTANTS LTD

SIOBHAN PHELAN B.L., 302.50

SPECTACLE PARADE OPTICIANS 570.00

STEEN O’REILLY SOLICITORS 7816.43

SUPPLIES TEAM LIMITED 1043.65

SWORD SA 232580.00

SYSTEM DYNAMICS LTD 14157.00

TERMINAL FOUR SOLUTIONS LTD 10887.59

THE ACCESS EXPERT 5770.00

TRIGRAPH PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 601.37

UCD 15000.00

UNA NI RAIFEARTAIGH 32518.75

UNITY TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 1095.27

VERSION 1 SOFTWARE 2643.86

VINCENT DEANE AND CO 1391.50

WOODS AHERN MULLEN 1573.00

XML WORKSHOP LTD 1113.20

pTOOLS SOFTWARE 23261.04

Departmental Staff

310. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies
under his aegis. [36671/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are no agency
staff employed in my Department.

The various agencies under the aegis of my Department operate independently and I am not
involved in their day to day operations. I have asked the agencies concerned, therefore, to
respond directly to the Deputy.

Public Private Partnerships

311. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private partnership projects
in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected
amount of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36687/12]
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In response to the
Deputy’s question, there are currently no public private partnership projects in respect of my
Department.

Departmental Contracts

312. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Depart-
ment outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36703/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): All of the services
provided directly to the public by my Department and its Offices are undertaken by staff of
the Department.

Departmental Expenditure

313. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allo-
cations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36719/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Gross
Exchequer Allocation for 2012 for my Department’s Vote is €881.553 million, which is spent
across the Department’s 3 key Programme Areas.

Gross expenditure across these Programmes to the end of June amounted to approximately
€320 million which is 12% behind profile. This time-related difference is relative to the original
profile prepared at the beginning of the year and is associated mainly with the timing of the
drawdown of Capital funds by the enterprise and development agencies and the timing of the
commencement of the enterprise Loan Fund Scheme which is expected to be in operation from
early autumn.

My Department maintains an ongoing overview of expenditure and as the year progresses
will be reviewing the expected outturn for the year end, with a view to identifying any potential
savings or shortfalls on individual Programme lines.

Departmental Agencies

314. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to
the Exchequer. [36735/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department
currently has 13 State Agencies supporting us in our work. These are:

1. Enterprise Ireland (www.enterprise-ireland.com)

2. IDA Ireland (www.idaireland.com)

3. Science Foundation Ireland (www.sfi.ie)

4. Shannon Development (www.shannondevelopment.ie)

5. County and City Enterprise Boards (35) (www.enterpriseboards.ie)

6. National Standards Authority of Ireland (www.nsai.ie)

7. InterTradeIreland (the North / South Business Development Body)
(www.intertradeireland.com)
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8. Forfás (www.forfas.ie)

9. National Consumer Agency (www.nca.ie)

10. The Competition Authority (www.tca.ie)

11. Irish Auditing and Accounting Standards Authority (www.iaasa.ie)

12. Personal Injuries Assessment Board (www.injuriesboard.ie), and

13. The Health and Safety Authority (www.hsa.ie).

The annual cost for each Agency in 2012 is set out in the Revised Estimates Volume, which
can be found on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform at:
http://per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Rev-20121.pdf.

Departmental Staff

315. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since
March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36751/12]

316. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since
March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules
to not apply. [36767/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 315 and 316 together.

At the request of the Chairman of the Inter-Departmental Committee to establish the facts
of State involvement with the Magdalen Laundries, my Department re-engaged, on a part-
time basis, one Principal Officer who retired in February 2012 and who had represented the
Department on the Committee prior to his retirement.

An all-inclusive fee of €1,500 was sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure to
cover the cost of completing this work, based on an estimated requirement of up to 10 working
days. Any travel and subsistence costs incurred in fulfilling this role will be reimbursed by
my Department.

Under the abatement rules the officer’s pension together with the fee of €1,500 does not
breach the salary received prior to retirement, the issue of abatement does not arise in this
instance.

Departmental Expenditure

317. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36783/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I assume the Deputy
is referring to the telecommunications budget for my Department for 2012. The telecom-
munications budget for services in 2012 is €484,510.

Cross-Border Enterprise Initiatives

318. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the poten-
tial savings that can be made through an all-island approach to economic development and job
creation. [36823/12]
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is of course the
case that, in certain circumstances, there may be efficiencies and cost savings in pursuing certain
aspects of an all-island approach to economic development and job creation. Tourism is perhaps
a good example of a sector that can benefit from all-island scales of economy. The Government
is therefore keen to advance opportunities for mutually beneficial cross-border cooperation in
such areas.

In my own area, a key development has been the establishment of InterTradeIreland (ITI),
one of the North/South Implementation Bodies, established under the Good Friday Agree-
ment. This Agency is jointly funded by my Department and the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Investment in Northern Ireland with a budget of approx. €10m and operates a range
of innovative programmes.

In addition, close co-operation has been established in particular between Invest NI and
Enterprise Ireland. An example of close wider agency cooperation is the Acumen Programme,
a key all-island business development programme managed by InterTradeIreland and supported
by Enterprise Ireland, Invest NI, FAS, Údarás na Gaeltachta and the County Enterprise Boards.
My Department also provides funding support for Interreg projects, which are supported by
the EU and Northern Ireland Executive.

We will continue to work diligently with our Northern Ireland counterparts and their agen-
cies to increase the economic benefits accruing from cross-border co-operation, as well as
through the work of the North South Bodies, and the North South Ministerial Trade and
Business Development Council.

Cross-Border Training Initiatives

319. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the poten-
tial savings that can be made through the implementation of joint promotion of labour acti-
vation measures which are tailored to specific sectorial needs and potential growth areas.
[36824/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): FÁS
continues to co-operate with the training authorities in Northern Ireland to pursue possible
potential savings through the implementation of joint training courses for the unemployed in
border areas. An example of one such programme would be the Wider Horizons Programme.
The programme aims to enhance employment opportunities by providing vocational training,
work experience and personal development training both at home and overseas to disadvan-
taged people aged between 18 and 28 years. The Wider Horizons Programme is delivered on
behalf of The International Fund for Ireland (IFI) by its joint managing agents, the Department
for Employment and Learning (DEL) in Northern Ireland and FÁS in the Republic of Ireland.
IFI funds the programme costs with FÁS and DEL contributing to the training allowance and
travel and accommodation costs of participants.

Departmental Staff

320. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the number
of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of
sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department section in
2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department
and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36846/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Restructuring that
has occurred over the years to which the question relates has involved changes to the Depart-
ment in terms of its divisions/sections and overall staff numbers.
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The tables following provide the data requested insofar as it relates to each of the years
indicated.

Department (Whole)

2009 2010 2011

Sick Days 10644.5 11120.5 10223

Avg Days per staff 10.03 11.48 11.5

Median 2 2 2

Department 2009 (by Division)

2009

Section Commerce, Corporate Enterprise Employment Competitive- Labour Science,
Consumers, Services and and Rights and ness and Force Technology
Competition Economic Agencies Industrial International Development and

Policy Relations Affairs Intellectual
Property

Sick Days 2726.5 2514 388.5 3787 156.5 420 652

Avg Days 11.08 10.18 9.25 10.73 4.47 8.24 7.76
per staff

Median 2 2 1 2 2 2 2

Department 2010 (by Division)

2010

Section Regulation and Corporate Enterprise and Employment Innovation and
Compliance Services Trade Rights and Investment

Industrial
Relations

Sick Days 3010 3066.5 466 3902.5 675.5

Avg Days per 14.54 13.45 7.06 10.58 7.04
staff

Median 2 2 2 2 2

Department 2011 (by Division)

2011

Section Commerce, Corporate EU Affairs and Competitiveness Innovation and
Consumer and Services and Trade Policy and Jobs Investment
Competition Employment

Rights

Sick Days 2926.5 4992.5 1289.5 329.5 685

Avg Days per 14.21 11.35 12.52 8.04 7.14
staff

Median 2 2 2 2 2
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Trade Missions

321. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
number of trade missions and where he has undertaken since March 2011; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36869/12]

322. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
will outline the demarcation of foreign trade missions between him and the Department of
Foreign Affairs in detail. [36870/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 321 and 322 together.

Trade Missions raise Ireland’s profile as a world-class supplier of goods and tradable services,
and increase awareness of Ireland as a competitive source of world-class expertise and products.
They win access for Enterprise Ireland clients to key decision-makers in target sectors and
influence foreign investors to use Ireland as a base for new service, manufacturing and R&D
activity to serve world markets.

Government policy is to build on the strength of our existing markets and diversify into new
ones. Ministerial-led Trade Missions are an integral part of this process. They help expand
Ireland’s exports to existing and new markets and increase our profile as one of the most
attractive global locations for mobile investment.

My Department, its development agencies and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
work closely in designing a yearly schedule of trade missions to meet the ambitious market
access aspirations of existing and new exporters. The planned schedule is considered by the
Export Trade Council so that the missions are aligned with the priority market objectives set
out in the Trade, Tourism and Investment Strategy. The Export Trade Council, under the
chairmanship of An Tánaiste, monitors performance against the targets set out in that strategy.

Trade Missions and other overseas trade events undertaken by Minister Richard Bruton
since March 2011:

Date Event /Location

2011

March St. Patrick’s Days Events Germany

April Software Dinner, London

April Trade Mission to India,

April Trade Mission to Saudi Arabia

June Investment Mission to U.S. West Coast

September Trade Mission to S.E. States of the U.S.

October Investment Mission to U.S. East Coast

October London, British Irish Chamber of Commerce Dinner

2012

February Investment Mission to New York

March St. Patrick’s Day Events U.S. West Coast

March Trade and Investment Mission to China led by An Taoiseach

April Investment Mission to New York and U.S. Mid West

July Trade Mission to France
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Date Event /Location

Forthcoming

SE Asia — Software and Services

Japan — Life Sciences and Food Innovation

Canada — Technology

UK Financial Software and Services Event

Trade Missions and other overseas trade events undertaken by Ministers of State at the Depart-
ment of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation since March 2011:

Date Event /Location

2011

September Minister Perry led Trade Mission to Australia.

2012

March Minister Sherlock led Trade Mission to SWSX Media Technology Fair — U.S.

April Minister Perry led Market Evaluation Mission to Sweden and Finland.

Trade Missions in 2012 led by Ministers from Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Date Location / Event Minister

March Turkey, Engineering, Financial Services Sectors Minister Costello.

June UK, Water and Utilities Embassy Event Tánaiste

June Russia, Technology Sector Minister Costello

Forthcoming

Brazil, Trade and Technology

Rome, Trade Networking event,

South Africa, Software and Services

Enterprise Support Services

323. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation of
the €329,234,000 earned from the proceeds of sales of companies in which Enterprise Ireland
invested between 2000 and end of 2011 is this inclusive of the original investment; the total
sum of investments made by Enterprise Ireland in that period; if he will provide a breakdown
of amount invested by year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36874/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The figure of
€329,234,000 earned by Enterprise Ireland from the proceeds of sales of companies is inclusive
of the original investment.

The total sum of investments made by Enterprise Ireland in that period amounted to
€369,389,000.

Details of the amounts invested by Enterprise Ireland from 2000-2011 and the Profit/Loss
on disposal of Investments 2000-2011 are set out in the attached tabular statements.
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Table 1: Amounts invested by Enterprise Ireland from 2000-2011

Year No. of Companies Cost of Investment €’000

2011 201 35,224

2010 184 44,453

2009 217 74,002

2008 105 30,702

2007 101 23,679

2006 89 25,033

2005 92 21,509

2004 101 25,648

2003 102 22,774

2002 97 16,916

2001 121 29,429

2000 99 20,020

Total 1,509 369,389

Table 2: Profit/Loss on disposal of Investments 2000-2011

Year Sales Proceeds €’000 Cost of Disposals €’000 Profit/(Loss) €’000

2011 32,016 24,970 7,046

2010 14,685 16,444 (1,759)

2009 9,105 18,582 (9,477)

2008 14,531 20,587 (6,056)

2007 18,974 28,793 (9,819)

2006 19,886 14,649 5,237

2005 32,874 12,027 20,847

2004 13,143 7,495 5,648

2003 11,642 6,722 4,920

2002 12,025 7,047 4,978

2001 49,552 11,036 38,516

2000 100,801 8,265 92,536

Total 329,234 176,617 152,617

Employment Support Services

324. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that an area (details supplied) has been branded Dublin’s
worst unemployment blackspot after census figures revealed that 42.6 per cent of residents
there are out of work; if he will detail the action open to him; if he will order the relevant State
Agencies to pay particular attention to the area and create employment opportunities for those
affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36888/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Government is
tackling unemployment through the twin strategies of the Action Plan for Jobs and Pathways
to Work. The aim of the Action Plan for Jobs is to support the creation of 100,000 net new
jobs by 2016, while the objective of Pathways to Work is to provide those who are unemployed
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with the appropriate training and skills to avail of the job opportunities which will arise as the
economy recovers.

Both of these strategies are whole of Government, national strategies aimed at creating and
sustaining jobs. The Enterprise Development agencies will be at the forefront of implementing
the Action Plan for Jobs and will ensure that local enterprises can maximise their contribution
to economic and jobs growth.

In 2011, Enterprise Ireland paid over €5.4 million in financial support to its client companies
to assist them to develop their business and create employment in South County Dublin includ-
ing Tallaght. The New Frontiers programme, which focuses on developing a person’s entrepren-
eurial abilities and is co-ordinated by Enterprise Ireland, is providing €4.25 million in funding
to enable the Institutes of Technology, including Tallaght IT, to deliver the programme at a
local level. So far this year, 23 people participated in Phase 1 of New Frontiers at Tallaght IT
and 15 applicants have recently been offered a place on Phase 2, which commenced yesterday,
18 July 2012.

A new Community Enterprise Centre Development Programme was launched this year for
the maintenance or establishment of a strong business development function in the Community
Enterprise Centres that are funded by Enterprise Ireland. Three Community Enterprise
Centres in the Tallaght Area, including Partas, Killinarden Enterprise Centre, were successful
in securing this funding in 2012.

The South Dublin County Enterprise Board provides support for small businesses with 10
employees or fewer in the start-up and expansion phases, to develop indigenous micro-
enterprise potential and to stimulate economic activity and entrepreneurship at local level. In
2011, the Board paid out €357,682 in grant assistance to 38 microenterprise projects in the
county. This year, the Board will continue to be actively involved in economic development in
the area and will ensure that available funds are targeted to maximise entrepreneurial
development.

Tallaght benefits from being part of Ireland’s only Metro City Region and is well equipped
to compete for potential foreign direct investment, with superb infrastructure facilities at City
West and Grange Castle. Announcements in 2012 include Xilinx and SAP in Citywest, Micro-
soft in Grange Castle, and Digital Realty Trust in Profile Park, Dublin.

I am confident that the measures outlined in the Action Plan for Jobs, together with the
initiatives being pursued by the State Agencies will ensure the creation of employment oppor-
tunities for the Killinarden area.

Community Employment Schemes

325. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if an organisation (details
supplied) in County Westmeath will be allocated a TUS worker to carry out much needed
maintenance [35984/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús is a community work placement
initiative which will provide up to 5,000 short-term, quality work opportunities for those who
are unemployed for more than a year when fully operational. This initiative is being delivered
through the network of local development companies and Údarás na Gaeltachta in the Gael-
tacht areas, known as the Implementing Bodies. Expressions of interest and applications from
community organisations wishing to offer work placement opportunities are managed by the
relevant Implementing Body. I have made enquires with respect to the matter raised in this
Question and have been advised that the community group concerned has made a request for
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a Tús participant to Westmeath Community Development Limited. Unfortunately, Westmeath
Community Development Limited has identified a number of factors contributing to the delay
in placing persons with this community group. These factors include the geographical area,
willingness of selected participants to co-operate and difficulties of matching skills to the work
placement. The Implementing Body has informed me that it will maintain contact with the
group to support its operations. Should the community group wish to check the status of their
application at anytime, I would advise that they liaise directly with Westmeath Community
Development Limited on 044-9348571.

Departmental Contracts

326. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason her
Department continue to have their banking business with UK banks when banks bailed out and
supported by the tax payer such as AIB and Bank of Ireland are not used by her Department to
conduct their banking business; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36242/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The only role my Department has in
this matter is that the Department of Health send instructions to my Department requesting
the transfer of funds to their EFT/Public Bank Accounts for the purposes of making (1) pay-
ments to suppliers and (2) salary payments to their staff. My Department transfers the funds
to these accounts via the Central Bank. My Department does not operate commercial bank
accounts on behalf of the Department of Health.

Civil Registration

327. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm who
is entitled to register a death under the Civil Registration Act 2004; if she will also confirm
that it is not the case that the Civil Registration Office, Adelaide Street, County Cork, will
only allow no one other than a blood relative to register a death for the first 90 days after the
death has occurred, which appears to be the case and not in keeping with the Act; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [36562/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The registration of deaths in Ireland
is governed by the provisions of Part 5 of the Civil Registration Act 2004 and section 37 (1) of
the Act places a duty upon a relative (by blood or by marriage) of the deceased to attend at the
office of a registrar, within 3 months of the death, in order to register the required particulars.

If it is the case that no relative, who has knowledge of the required particulars in relation to
the death, and who is capable of acting, exists, or cannot be found, then it is open to any other
qualified informant to effect registration. If, after 3 months since the death have elapsed, no
relative has acted, the Superintendent Registrar may request any other qualified informant to
register the death.

Aside from relatives, the Act specifies the following as qualified informants:

• a person present at the death,

• any other person who has knowledge of the required particulars,

• if the death occurred in a building used as a dwelling or a part of a building so used,
any person who was in the building or part at the time of the death,

• if the death occurred in a hospital or other institution or in a building or a part of a
building occupied by any other organisation or enterprise, the chief officer of the
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institution, organisation or enterprise (by whatever name called) or a person author-
ised by the chief officer to perform his or her functions,

• a person who found the body of the person concerned,

• a person who took charge of that body,

• the person who procured the disposal of that body, or

• any other person who has knowledge of the death.

The Act provides for a hierarchy of qualified informants. Relatives of the deceased are first in
the hierarchy and it is only if a relative is unavailable to register the death that the responsibility
devolves to non-relatives. The purpose of the provisions is to ensure that the most extensive
and complete particulars are given to registrars, on the basis that these would be best known
by relatives of the deceased.

Prior to the commencement of the provisions of the Act relating to deaths, in December
2005, many deaths were registered by hospital staff, general practitioners, nursing home staff
and other qualified informants who, in most cases, possessed less knowledge of the deceased’s
particulars than would a relative. As such, many registrations were incomplete and this was a
source of understandable concern to the surviving family members and it is for this reason that
a duty to register was placed upon relatives.

In addition, the period for registration was extended to 3 months, which is the standard
period for registration of life events provided for by the Act. As the death of a relative is a
traumatic occasion, it was felt that retaining the previous period of 5 days would be insensitive.

Carer’s Allowance

328. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Galway. [35940/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was refused
carers allowance on the ground that the care recipient is not so disabled as to require full time
care and attention as prescribed in regulations. She was notified of this decision and the reason
for it. The person in question has requested a review of this decision and has submitted further
medical evidence in support of the application.

Once the review is completed in this case the person concerned will be notified directly of
the outcome.

329. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [35942/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was refused
carers allowance on the grounds that the care recipient is not so disabled as to require full time
care and attention as prescribed in regulations. She was notified of this decision, the reasons
for it and of her right of review or appeal. The person in question has requested a review of
this decision and has submitted further medical evidence in support of the application.

Once the review is completed in this case the person concerned will be notified directly of
the outcome.
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Jobseeker’s Allowance

330. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to review the
policy, whereby the reduction of the job seeker’s allowance/Social Welfare Allowance rate for
young persons has created an anomaly in the case of a small number of young homeless people,
who now find themselves trapped in emergency accommodation for very long periods as they
are unable to sustain the rent on independent accommodation; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [35955/12]

335. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider
the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding homeless young persons;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35977/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 330
and 335 together.

The €100 rate of jobseeker’s allowance was introduced for claimants aged under 20 in April
2009, and this rate was applied to claimants aged up to 21 from December 2009. The €100 rate
does not apply certain categories of claimant including:

• claimants with a qualified child;

• those transferring to Jobseeker’s Allowance immediately after exhausting their entitle-
ment to Jobseeker’s Benefit;

• those making a claim for Jobseeker’s Allowance where that claim is linked to a Job-
seeker’s Allowance claim made within the previous 12 months to which the maximum
personal rate applied;

• those transferring directly to Jobseeker’s Allowance from Disability Allowance;

• certain people who were in the care of the HSE during the period of 12 months before
he or she reached the age of 18.

A rate of €144 applies to claimants aged 22-24. The adoption of these measures reflected the
need to encourage more young jobseekers to improve their skills by either pursuing further
study or accessing a labour market programme.

Receiving the full adult rate of a jobseeker’s payment without a strong financial incentive to
engage in education or training can lead to welfare dependency. While many young people
with low levels of education and training were able to get work in construction and other areas
when the economy was doing well, they are likely to find it much harder to get work over the
course of the next few years. The measures encourage young jobseekers to improve their skills
and remain active in the labour market in order to avoid the risk of becoming long-term
unemployed and will help them to progress into sustainable employment on a long-term basis.
Where a person is in receipt of a rate of jobseeker’s allowance described above and he or she
participates in a course of education, training, community employment, rural social scheme or
Tús, the full normal rate of payment applicable to that course or scheme applies without any
reduction for persons aged under 25.

I understand that Deputies have been contacted with regard to these measures following a
campaign by Focus Ireland. Officials from the Department met with Focus Ireland in May 2012
in relation to their concerns. These are being examined and further discussions are planned.
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More generally, Deputies may wish to note that the Department’s role with regard to persons
who are homeless is mainly income maintenance. Under the social welfare system, homeless
people have entitlements to the full range of social welfare schemes, including supplementary
welfare allowance and associated supplements, subject to the normal qualifying conditions. The
Department, through its work in the Homeless Persons Unit and the Asylum Seekers and New
Communities Unit provides assistance to people in sourcing the most appropriate accom-
modation available. In addition, prison and hospital in-reach services are provided to explore
accommodation options and, where necessary, liaise with local authorities to identify and
source the most appropriate accommodation available for those who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness. This ensures that where possible, people are diverted away from homeless
services and towards community-based supports.

Question No. 331 withdrawn.

Domiciliary Care Allowance

332. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
appeal for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) [35965/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 07th
February 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office and the case was
referred to an Appeals Officer on 19th June 2012 who will make a summary decision on the
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 333 and 334 withdrawn.

Question No. 335 answered with Question No. 330.

Supplementary Welfare Allowance

336. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
supplementary welfare allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) [35982/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 3rd April
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When received,
the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision
on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Carer’s Allowance

337. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) [35987/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed
the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to set aside
his decision and to re-open the appeal by way of granting an oral hearing. The person con-
cerned will be notified when arrangements for the hearing are finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Domiciliary Care Allowance

338. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an appeal was
disallowed in respect of a person (details supplied) [35992/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social Welfare legislation provides that
domiciliary care allowance may be paid where a person is providing care at home for a child
who has a severe disability, and requires continuous care which is substantially in excess of that
normally required by a child of the same age. The qualifying conditions are outlined in social
welfare legislation.

I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that, having examined the evidence
available in this case including that presented at oral hearing, the Appeals Officer concluded
that while the child of the person concerned had a diagnosis of ADHD, it had not been estab-
lished he needs substantial additional care on a continuous basis, as provided for in the
legislation.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme

339. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
the back to school allowance in respect of persons on family income supplement (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36001/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to school clothing and foot-
wear allowance (BSCFA) scheme provides a one-off payment to eligible families to assist with
the extra costs when their children start school each autumn. The Government has provided
€63.7 million for the scheme for 2012.

A person may qualify for payment of BSCFA in respect of a qualified child or children if
they are in receipt of a social welfare payment or Health Service Executive payment, or partici-
pating in an approved employment scheme or attending a recognised education and training
course and have household income at or below certain set levels.

Automatic payments issued this week to in excess of 115,000 families in respect of 205,125
children, which included approximately 3,000 families in receipt of family income supplement.
In cases where an automatic payment did not issue to customers in receipt of family income
supplement, an assessment of earnings from employment must be completed in order to deter-
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mine entitlement to BSCFA. A manual application providing this information is required in
these cases.

I can assure the Deputy that every effort will be made to process manual applications
promptly.

Carer’s Allowance

340. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36005/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

341. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36007/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

342. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36008/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

343. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36009/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

344. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36010/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.
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On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

345. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36013/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

346. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick
[36015/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

347. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36016/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

348. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36017/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

349. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36019/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

350. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36020/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was refused
carer’s allowance on the ground that the care recipient is not so disabled as to require full time
care and attention as prescribed in regulations. She was notified of this decision and the reason
for it. The person in question has requested a review of this decision and has submitted further
medical evidence in support of the application.

Once the review is completed in this case the person concerned will be notified directly of
the outcome.

351. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36025/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Advertising Standards

352. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the recent
advertising by multi-national companies, where alcoholic drink in included with other products
to purchase with the child benefit payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[36030/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child benefit is a universal payment,
whose primary objectives are to assist parents and others in meeting the cost associated with
raising children and in contributing towards alleviating child poverty. It is recognised that this
payment is an important source of income for all families, particularly during a time of recession
and unemployment, and plays an important part in the ability of households with children to
meet their ongoing needs. Furthermore, the payment is provided in a way that provides parents
with the flexibility to determine how this benefit might best be used in the interest of their
children.

With regard to the case referred to by the Deputy, I had stated at the time that targeted
promotions of cheap alcohol are inappropriate where they divert badly needed funds from
children and families. I note from media reports that the company in question said that the
promotion was not part of a national marketing plan or promotional strategy and had instructed
the retailers involved to withdraw the promotion.

Employment Support Services

353. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
the progress in implementing the pathways to work initiative that was announced by Govern-
ment earlier this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36060/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Pathways to Work policy is
designed to support people currently on the live register to access jobs available in the market
place. It is focused on providing for more regular and on-going engagement with the unem-
ployed, greater targeting of activation places and opportunities; incentivising the take up of
opportunities, incentivising employer to provide more jobs for people who are unemployed
and reforming institutions to deliver better services to the unemployed.

1208



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

A key element of the Government’s Pathways to Work Strategy is the establishment of the
new National Employment and Entitlements Service. The establishment of the NEES is cur-
rently underway integrating employment and benefit payment services within the Department.

The first step in establishing the NEES was integrating staff from FÁS, the Community
Welfare Service and the Department. This integration, which involved the transfer of over 1700
staff was completed on schedule in January of this year. It facilitates the delivery of a ‘one-
stop-shop’ service to clients and greatly simplifies the process whereby clients previously had
to apply to three separate organisations for welfare and employment services.

The ‘one-stop-shop’ service is currently being piloted in four of the Department’s offices and
will be extended to a further ten offices by the year end. As part of this service, clients can
receive a single decision on their welfare entitlements, are assessed to determine their employ-
ment services requirements and, following assessment, attend a group interview with sub-
sequent one to one interviews. Clients who do not engage with the process are placed on a
penalty rate of payment.

Pathways to Work sets out a detailed service model which outlines the approach to be taken
with each client type. These include measures such as profiling, group engagement and the
application of penalty rates. In total the Department has now profiled 15,000 claimants and
initial results indicate that the profiling approach is robust. In 2012 to date approximately
30,700 people have had the benefit of group engagements and attendance rates at subsequent
one to one interviews have improved significantly. In addition jobseekers who refuse to attend
a group engagement are now subject to a penalty rate of payments.

In order to progress the Pathways to Work policies and to ensure that there is a cross-cutting
approach to meeting the key targets the following structures are in now place: an Inter-
departmental Programme Board has been established including senior officials from the
Department of the Taoiseach, Department of Education and Skills, Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and Expert Group
on Future Skills Needs.

Measures to deliver on the programme of activity outlined in Pathways to work are continu-
ally being developed and implemented as it represents a multi annual and ambitious prog-
ramme of work to assist people re-enter the workforce.

Sick Pay Scheme

354. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the
concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding statutory sick pay; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [36061/12]

356. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will take in to
account the concerns of employers as outlined through representative organisations in relation
to proposals to impose sick pay costs on employers; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [36101/12]

377. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider a
matter (details supplied) regarding sick pay; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[36365/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 354,
356 and 377 together.
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[Deputy Joan Burton.]

The question of introducing a scheme of statutory sick pay, whereby employers would
directly meet the costs of sick absence for an initial period of illness, is being considered in the
context of the need to reform the social welfare system to bring it into line with practices in
other countries in this area; the need to address the deficit in the social insurance fund; the
need to limit progression from short-term illness to long-term illness or disability; and in the
wider context of enhancing the health of the workforce and addressing levels of absenteeism.

A range of complex issues need to be addressed before any decision could be taken by
Government on the possible introduction of a statutory sick pay scheme. These include the
extent of coverage; the duration of payment; the rate of payment; compensation mechanisms
for employers where appropriate; and how to ensure that a scheme of statutory sick pay would
be enforced and policed.

The impact of introducing a statutory sick pay scheme would be contingent on how all of
these issues are addressed and how such a scheme would ultimately be structured. I am acutely
conscious of the pressures facing employers and in particular with regard to employment reten-
tion and costs to business. A preliminary analysis based on estimates of absenteeism in the
private sector indicates that if a sick pay scheme with a duration of four weeks were to be
introduced, it would add about €1 per week per employee to the costs of employment

I hosted a consultative seminar attended by a broad range of key stakeholders some of whom
expressed very real concerns in relation to the introduction of a scheme of statutory sick pay
in February 2012. The report on this seminar, is available on the Department’s website. These
concerns will be taken into account as the range of complex issues associated with the introduc-
tion of such a scheme continues to be considered.

The issues involved will be discussed in the course of the wider process associated with the
preparation of budget 2013 and any decisions which might be taken by Government on the
possible introduction of a statutory sick pay scheme will be considered in that context.

Carer’s Allowance

355. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; if
this application will be reviewed based on new medical evidence which was sent to her Depart-
ment.; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36065/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was refused
carer’s allowance on the ground that the care recipient is not so disabled as to require full time
care and attention as prescribed in regulations. She was notified of this decision and the reason
for it. The person in question has requested a review of this decision and has submitted further
medical evidence in support of the application.

Once the review is completed in this case the person concerned will be notified directly of
the outcome.

Question No. 356 answered with Question No. 354.

Community Employment Schemes

357. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of com-
munity employment schemes in County Cavan in 2011 and 2012; the number of participants
on each scheme; the level of funding provided for each scheme; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [36102/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The following table sets out the details
of all Community Employment schemes in County Cavan in 2011 and 2012, the number of
participants on each and the level of funding provided.

Shannon Community Development was amalgamated with another scheme in 2012. The
number of participant places in the local community was not affected by this change and the
community and voluntary groups based in that area continue to retain the services of the
Community Employment workers.

2012 — Cavan

Project Name Contract dates No. of participants Funding

B C E group Ltd 4/7/11-29/6/12 23 €341,048

Crosserlough 25/7/11-20/7/12 18 €273,308

Killeshandra SES 10/10/11-5/10/12 17 €257,928

Ramor CE 29/8/11-24/8/12 19 €285,688

Bailieboro CE 21/11/11-16/11/12 38 €550,932

Mid West Cavan Com 28/11/11-23/11/12 17 €256,808

Cavan Town CE 9/1/12-4/1/13 23 €335,328

Laragh Area 9/1/12-4/1/13 20 €295,668

Cavan Youth and Envir 2/1/12-28/12/12 25 €376,177

Garrymore CE 7/5/12-3/5/13 17 €256,008

Totals 217 €3,228,894

It should be noted that the level of funding for 2012 is an indicative figure as schemes are
reimbursed in respect of eligible expenditure incurred and the final figure cannot be established
until each 52 scheme is finished.

Carer’s Allowance

358. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick.
[36131/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Question No. 359 withdrawn.

Illness Benefit

360. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will give me an
update on an illness benefit application appeal in respect of a person (details supplied)
[36145/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the per-
son concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medical
Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.
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[Deputy Joan Burton.]

An appeal was registered on 13 July 2012 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised
me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for the docu-
mentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal. In
that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out. The person
concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social and
Family Affairs and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Carer’s Allowance

361. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure that a
carer’s allowance appeal is granted in respect of a person (details supplied) [36148/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 10 July
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When received,
the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision
on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 362 withdrawn.

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme

363. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
back to school allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) [36151/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to school clothing and foot-
wear allowance (BSCFA) entitlements of some 115,350 families in respect of 205,125 children
have now been automatically established with reference to their primary scheme entitlement
with no application form required. Letters have issued to the people identified in this way,
informing them of their entitlement and notifying them that payment will issue this week.

Customers who do not receive an automated payment are required to complete an appli-
cation form which will be processed from a centralised unit in the Department. A text message
acknowledging receipt of application forms will issue this year to everyone who submits a
claim form.

An application form has been received from the person concerned and will be processed
shortly. I can assure the Deputy that every effort will be made to process applications promptly.

Social Welfare Appeals

364. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
be made on an appeal of an application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo on their non contributory pension; if this person will be granted an oral hearing; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [36156/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 24 April
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 10 May 2012 and the case
has been referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal
based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Programme for Government

365. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she remains com-
mitted to honouring the Programme for Government commitment not to reduce basic social
welfare rates during the remainder of the lifetime of this Government [36175/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government is committed to tack-
ling Ireland’s economic crisis in a way that is fair, balanced, and which recognises the need for
social solidarity. The appropriate level of overall expenditure by my Department will be con-
sidered in the context of Budget 2013 and subsequent Budgets. This consideration will be
informed by the commitment in the Programme for Government to maintain social welfare
rates.

Rent Supplement Scheme

366. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection the current cost of rent
supplement to the State; and if she will provide a breakdown by local authority [36176/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supplement
scheme is to provide short-term income support, to eligible people living in private rented
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do
not have accommodation available to them from any other source. The aim is to provide short
term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated
by the Exchequer. There are approximately 92,000 persons in receipt of rent supplement for
which the Government has provided a sum of €436 million for 2012.

Statistics are not available of the cost of rent supplement on a local authority basis.

Redundancy Payments

367. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a redundancy pay-
ment will be made to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [36232/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A redundancy lump sum claim in
respect of the person concerned was manually submitted on 16 February 2012. Redundancy
lump sum claims submitted manually in January 2012 are currently being processed.

Social Welfare Benefits

368. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine the
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[Deputy Robert Troy.]

problems that young homeless people are facing at the moment (details supplied); and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [36235/12]

369. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans, if any, to
ensure that those who are over the age of 18 years who are made homeless but were not in
care when under 18 years will be provided with a full adult payment . [36241/12]

386. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been
drawn to the situation of persons who have reached the age of eighteen years of age and
are not living at home and seeking independent living are not in a position to obtain such
accommodation as the €100 a week Social Protection payment is not sufficient to include
accommodation and there is a risk that people in this category will become homeless as to
obtain a payment from the Community Welfare Officer in respect of accommodation it is first
necessary except in exceptional cases for a person to be on the approved housing list and
before they can do this they have to provide verification that they are living at a suitable
address for a period of six months and that people in this situation who may be in emergency
accommodation or a homeless shelter cannot use that address both in terms of social protection
payments or housing applications and if he will review this issue to provide assistance in these
essential cases; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36510/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 368,
369 and 386 together.

The €100 rate of jobseeker’s allowance was introduced for claimants aged under 20 in April
2009, and this rate was applied to claimants aged up to 21 from December 2009. The €100 rate
does not apply to certain categories of claimant including:

• claimants with a qualified child;

• those transferring to Jobseeker’s Allowance immediately after exhausting their entitle-
ment to Jobseeker’s Benefit;

• those making a claim for Jobseeker’s Allowance where that claim is linked to a Job-
seeker’s Allowance claim made within the previous 12 months to which the maximum
personal rate applied;

• those transferring directly to Jobseeker’s Allowance from Disability Allowance;

• certain people who were in the care of the HSE during the period of 12 months before
he or she reached the age of 18.

A rate of €144 applies to claimants aged 22-24. The adoption of these measures reflected the
need to encourage more young jobseekers to improve their skills by either pursuing further
study or accessing a labour market programme.

Receiving the full adult rate of a jobseekers payment without a strong financial incentive to
engage in education or training can lead to welfare dependency. While many young people
with low levels of education and training were able to get work in construction and other areas
when the economy was doing well, they are likely to find it much harder to get work over the
course of the next few years. The measures encourage young jobseekers to improve their skills
and remain active in the labour market in order to avoid the risk of becoming long-term
unemployed and will help them to progress into sustainable employment on a long-term basis.
Where a person is in receipt of a rate of jobseeker’s allowance described above and he or she
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participates in a course of education, training, Community Employment, Rural Social Scheme
or Tús, the full normal rate of payment applicable to that course or scheme applies without
any reduction for persons aged under 25.

It is understood that Deputies have been contacted with regard to these measures following
a campaign by Focus Ireland. Officials of the Department met with Focus Ireland in May, 2012
in relation to their concerns. These are being examined and further discussions are planned.

More generally, Deputies may wish to note that the Department’s role with regard to persons
who are homeless is mainly income maintenance. Under the social welfare system, homeless
people have entitlements to the full range of social welfare schemes, including supplementary
welfare allowance and associated supplements, subject to the normal qualifying conditions. The
Department, through its work in the Homeless Persons Unit and the Asylum Seekers and New
Communities Unit provides assistance to people in sourcing the most appropriate accom-
modation available. In addition, prison and hospital in-reach services are provided to explore
accommodation options and, where necessary, liaise with local authorities to identify and
source the most appropriate accommodation available for those who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness. This ensures that where possible, people are diverted away from homeless
services and towards community-based supports.

Carer’s Allowance

370. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
an update on a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [36248/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

371. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
an update on a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [36249/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Redundancy Payments

372. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
an update on a redundancy claim in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [36250/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A redundancy lump sum payment in
respect of the person concerned was awarded and payment issued by cheque in May 2012.

Jobseeker’s Allowance

373. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if the group established in
her Department to examine the position of part-time fire fighters in relation to unemployment
payments has concluded its work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36261/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Taking account of the unusual circum-
stances of retained fire brigade personnel and general efforts to develop and standardise our
jobseeker schemes, a departmental group was established in late 2011 to examine the position
of these workers vis-à-vis jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance.

While this examination has been largely completed, a number of issues arising from it are
being considered further.

Rent Supplement Scheme

374. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the rent
supplement measures available to young persons living in emergency accommodation and at
risk of homelessness in view of the serious issues raised by several housing and homeless
charities in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36336/12]

375. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young
persons aged 18 to 24 years classed as homeless and in receipt of a reduced social assistance
payment, namely jobseeker’s allowance or supplementary welfare allowance; if discussions have
taken place between her Department and the Department of Environment, Community and
Local Government to discuss the high cost of emergency homeless accommodation; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [36337/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 374
and 375 together.

Rent supplement is subject to a means test which is normally calculated to ensure that, after
payment of rent, an eligible person has income equal to the rate of basic supplementary welfare
allowance appropriate to their family circumstances less a minimum contribution. The weekly
minimum contribution payable for a single person is €30.

I understand that Deputies have been contacted with regard to these issues following a
campaign by Focus Ireland. My officials met with Focus Ireland in May, 2012 in relation to
their concerns. These are being examined and further discussions are planned.

The Department’s role with regard to persons who are homeless is mainly income mainten-
ance. Under the social welfare system, homeless people have entitlements to the full range of
social welfare schemes, including supplementary welfare allowance and associated supplements,
subject to the normal qualifying conditions.

The Department, through its work in the Homeless Persons Unit and the Asylum Seekers
and New Communities Unit provides assistance to people in sourcing the most appropriate
accommodation available. In addition, prison and hospital in-reach services are provided to
explore accommodation options and, where necessary, liaising with local authorities to identify
and source the most appropriate accommodation available for those who are homeless or at
risk of homelessness. This ensures that where possible, people are diverted away from homeless
services and towards community-based supports.

Statistics are not available on the number of young persons aged 18 to 24 years classed as
homeless and in receipt of a reduced social assistance payment or supplementary welfare allow-
ance. Preliminary figures to end June 2012 show that there were 63,835 persons under 25 years
in receipt of Job Seekers Allowance and 5,728 in receipt of basic supplementary welfare
allowance.

Officials from the Department of Social Protection engage on an ongoing basis with the
Department of Environment, Community and Local Government on a range of housing issues
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and the issue of the cost of emergency homeless accommodation can arise as part of these
discussions. My Department is also represented on the Cross Departmental Team on Home-
lessness chaired by the Minister of State with special responsibility for Housing and Planning.

Supplementary Welfare Allowance

376. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a supplementary wel-
fare allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will be expedited;
if an urgent oral hearing can be granted; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[36338/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 7 June
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 12 July 2012 and the
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal
based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 377 answered with Question No. 354.

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme

378. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application for back to school clothing and footwear allowance in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36370/12]

Deputy Joan Burton: In order to qualify for the back to school clothing and footwear allow-
ance certain conditions must be satisfied. An applicant must be in receipt of a social welfare
payment and receive a qualified child increase in respect of any child for whom they wish to
apply. The person concerned is not receiving an increase for this child on her weekly social
welfare payment as the child is in receipt of a payment (disability allowance) in her own right.
Accordingly, she is not entitled to receive the allowance in respect of this child.f

Carer’s Allowance

379. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision
on an application for carer’s respite grant will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36401/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

A separate application for a respite care grant was also received from the person in question.
A decision to refuse this application and the reason for it was notified directly to the applicant
on the 9th of July 2012.
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Community Employment Schemes

380. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans for community
employment schemes; when her Department’s reports will be published; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [36416/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Total expenditure on the CE prog-
ramme in 2012 will be some €340 million. The financial review of CE Schemes got underway
a couple of months ago and has now been completed. The local Departmental offices have been
contacting schemes to advise them of their revised individual material and training allocations.

Under the revised arrangements, schemes will no longer be given universal amounts of finan-
cial support but will instead be provided with a specific level of support aimed at meeting the
particular costs of CE Schemes, having regard to the overall level of funding available for CE
nationally. To date, significant savings have already been made to the overheads of CE projects
in terms of annual insurance costs and audit fees.

There is a mechanism for schemes to appeal their allocation of materials and training for
their CE scheme. In addition to the training allocation for schemes, CE participants may also
access a number of Springboard, VEC and FÁS courses free of charge.

The number of places available on CE has remained constant at 23,300 including supervisors
However, the materials and training CE Budget has been increased by €9.5m from the original
budget of approximately €11.0m following budget transfer from savings identified elsewhere in
the DSP budget. The new CE materials and training budget is thus €20.5m.

Details of the CE Financial review are due to be made available in the coming weeks follow-
ing the outcome of the appeals process.

In addition, there is a separate Labour Market Activation Schemes policy review nearing
completion. This review will inform the Department’s strategic approach in relation to labour
market activation including the CE programme into the future.

This review will be of interest and importance to all the stakeholders involved and, accord-
ingly, the Minister for Social Protection will ensure that stakeholders will be able to respond
to it findings ahead of a consultation she will hold with stakeholders in the autumn.

The Department is committed to supporting the CE Programme and the valuable contri-
bution it is making to the provision of services to individuals and communities across Ireland.

Domiciliary Care Allowance

381. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
domiciliary care application in respect of a person (details supplied). [36428/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is currently in
receipt of domiciliary care allowance in respect of her daughter. Her application was received
in May 2011 and awarded in December 2011, following a successful medical review. Payment,
including arrears due issued at that time, effective from June 2011, the month after the appli-
cation was received.

Farm Assist Scheme

382. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
farm assist payment in respect of a person (details supplied). [36429/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 2nd April
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office and the case was referred on
1st May to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Invalidity Pension

383. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will reinstate
an appeal in respect of disability allowance and or invalidity pension entitlement in respect of
a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [36496/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person applied for invalidity pen-
sion on 16 August 2011 and for disability allowance on 24 January 2012.

Following an in-person examination of the person by one of the department’s medical
assessors, in relation to his claim for invalidity pension, the medical assessor was of the opinion
that the person was not eligible for invalidity pension as he did not satisfy the medical criteria.
The deciding officer accepted this opinion and refused the claim. The person was notified of
this decision on 26 January 2012 and was advised of his right to request a review of the decision
and also of his right to appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

In relation to his application for disability allowance, the medical evidence supplied with his
application was referred to one of the department’s medical assessors who was of the opinion,
based on the information supplied, that the person was not medically suitable for disability
allowance. The deciding officer accepted this opinion and the claim was refused on 7 July 2012
and the person was notified in writing of this decision.

I understand from the Social Welfare Appeals Office that no appeal has been received to
date from the person concerned in relation to the refusal either of his invalidity pension or his
disability allowance application. If the person wishes to appeal the decision to refuse his dis-
ability allowance he should write to the Chief Appeals Officer, Social Welfare Appeals Office,
D’Olier House, D’Olier Street, Dublin 2, within 21 days of notification that his disability allow-
ance application was unsuccessful stating the grounds of his appeal.

Back to Education Allowance

384. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review
or refer to appeal the decision to disallow back to education allowance in respect of persons
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36497/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The eligibility criteria for participation
in the back to education allowance scheme (BTEA) require a person to be in receipt of illness
benefit for at least two years prior to commencement of an approved course of study. The
person in question is in receipt of illness benefit since 31 December, 2010. However, if a person
fails to satisfy the two year requirement on illness benefit, periods spent on other qualifying
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social welfare claims can be used to make up the two year qualifying period provided that at
least 50% of the two years is spent on illness benefit.

The person in question will not qualify for BTEA based on their current social welfare
record.

A person in receipt of illness benefit can pursue a course of study while receiving payment
without recourse to BTEA if it is medically certified that pursuit of the course will not impede
his or her recovery.

The person concerned has made an application for disability allowance which is currently
pending a decision. A decision on back to education cannot be determined until such time as
his entitlement to disability allowance is established. If awarded disability allowance, time spent
on illness benefit may counts towards the eligibility period for BTEA.

Jobseeker’s Allowance

385. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare qualifies for family income supplement or jobseeker’s allowance
or benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36499/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has been asked
to produce further documentation in relation to her claim for jobseeker’s allowance and on
receipt of the requested documentation her claim will be processed. According to the records
of this Department, the person concerned has not applied for family income supplement.

Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 368.

Flood Relief

387. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection if is she satisfied with
the mechanism available through the community welfare officer for the payment of assistance
to flood victims; and her views on whether the assessment mechanism is an excessively onerous
procedure for the victims to have to go through at this time; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [36513/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am satisfied that the community
based welfare service is best placed in providing assistance, key information, advice, advocacy
and referral links between agencies specifically in response to events such as the recent flooding
in Cork. Designated officers (former Community Welfare Officers) play a vital role in providing
a responsive and flexible approach to provide individuals with exceptional and urgent needs
payments to offset immediate needs, such as assistance with the purchase of food, clothing,
fuel and household goods.

In the immediate aftermath of the flooding in Cork, a number of Community Welfare Service
clinics extended their services to provide additional emergency support to those affected, made
home visits, and provided payments in a responsive and flexible manner. While normal clinics
have now resumed, affected persons who are unable to attend their local clinic can request
house calls and/or make appointments with Departmental staff to discuss their ongoing needs.

In addition, officials from the Community Welfare Service are liaising with the Red Cross,
the Gardai, businesses and other parties who have offered assistance to those affected. Through
this cross-disciplinary approach, appropriate supports are being made available to those in need
as swiftly as possible.
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In recognition of the severity of the recent flooding in Cork, the Government has established
a Humanitarian Assistance Scheme. The scheme, which is means tested, is intended to provide
emergency financial assistance to households who are not in a position to meet costs for essen-
tial needs in the period immediately following flooding. Persons seeking assistance under this
scheme must complete an application form and are required to include information such as
evidence of household income, estimates for repairs or replacement, details of insurance policy,
invoices/receipts and any other information in support of their claim. This information is
required so that each case can be fully investigated and that all cases are dealt with in a
consistent and fair manner whilst ensuring that the funding is being appropriately targeted to
assist those householders most affected.

People seeking assistance or requiring assistance in completing applications forms for the
humanitarian assistance scheme should contact their local Department of Social Protection rep-
resentative. Further information and applications forms are available on the Department’s website
(http://www.welfare.ie/EN/Schemes/SupplementaryWelfareAllowance/Pages/HumanitarianAidScheme
.aspx).

388. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons
to date who have been awarded assistance in the Cork area following the recent flooding; if
she will break it down by the affected areas; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [36514/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Department officials have provided
immediate support to households affected by the Cork floods through the issue of exceptional
and urgent needs payments. Payments have been made to 31 individuals totalling approxi-
mately €16,000 throughout the affected areas. Most of these payments have been in respect of
a household’s immediate needs such as clothing, food, bedding and emergency accommodation
needs. A breakdown of the payments is provided in the following tabular statement.

Officials from the Community Welfare Service are liaising with the Red Cross, the Gardai,
businesses and other parties who have offered assistance to those affected. Through this cross-
disciplinary approach, appropriate supports are being made available to those in need as swiftly
as possible.

The Government has announced the extension of the Humanitarian Assistance Scheme, to
assist affected householders in Cork. This scheme, which is means tested, will provide emer-
gency financial assistance to households who are not in a position to meet costs for essential
needs in the period immediately following flooding. People seeking assistance under this
scheme should contact their local Department of Social Protection representative.

Number of Individuals Received Assistance in Cork

Location No. Of Individuals Amount

Blackpool 12 €5,165

Glanmire 8 €4,513

Clonakilty 4 €2,050

Douglas 3 €2,050

Farranree 1 €1,270

Gurranabraher 1 €700

Kilnap 1 €300

Commons Road 1 €200

Total 31 €16,248
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Question No. 389 withdrawn.

Carer’s Allowance

390. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress
made to date in dealing with the ongoing backlog of processing carer’s allowance applications;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36551/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to
delivering the best possible service to its customers. Currently the average time taken to award
a carer’s allowance application is 28 weeks.

I acknowledge that the time taken to process carer’s allowance claims at present is not
satisfactory but I am satisfied that the Department is taking appropriate action to resolve
the situation.

A major service delivery modernisation project is underway to improve the efficiency of
administration of the carer’s allowance scheme. This involves the deployment of information
technology solutions and associated business process re-organisation. Full deployment of the
new system for carer’s allowance was completed last month. In tandem with the full implemen-
tation of the new system, a comprehensive business process improvement exercise has recently
commenced, the focus of which is to optimise performance and provide improved customer
service. However it is expected to be a number of months before the backlog is reduced to an
acceptable level.

391. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide an
update on the carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied)..
[36555/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department is in
receipt of an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of the case a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Social Welfare Benefits

392. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she provides any
supports to persons who have long term health conditions and cannot afford to pay the associ-
ated costs (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36595/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department currently provides an
electricity allowance as part of the household benefits package. This allowance covers standing
charges, the PSO levy and 1,800 units of electricity if the customer receives their electricity from
ESB Electric Ireland or the cash equivalent of 1,800 units for customers with other companies.

Further help is available for people with special or additional needs through the heating
supplement and exceptional needs payment scheme under the supplementary welfare allow-
ance scheme.

If the equipment referred to by the Deputy is provided by the Health Services Executive as
part of a home care package the HSE may be in a position to provide additional support with
operating costs.
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Ministerial Advisers

393. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
a list of all Special Advisors appointed by her or her Ministers of State since March 2011 whose
salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special Advisors
names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors since March
2011.. [36610/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The names and salaries of the Special
Advisors I have appointed in the Department of Social Protection are shown in the following
table.

Title Name Annual Salary

Press Advisor Kathleen Barrington €89,898

Special Advisor Edward Brophy €127,796

Ms. Barrington’s salary on appointment in July 2011 was €86,604 per annum. She recently
progressed to the next point on the pay scale applicable to Special Advisors which is the
Principal Officer (Standard) scale.

As previously advised in my reply to Question No. 321, which I answered for the Deputy on
12 June 2012, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform sanctioned a single point salary
of €127,796 in respect of Mr. Brophy’s appointment.

There is no Minister of State assigned to my Department.

Rent Supplement Scheme

394. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review a
case for rent support in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [36612/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In February 2012, the person con-
cerned was asked to complete and return review forms in relation to a review of rent sup-
plement. He has also been issued with a reminder subsequent to the initial request but the
forms have not been returned to date. The information supplied with the question is not perti-
nent to the review. When the necessary information has been received the Department can
then complete the review.

Departmental Agencies

395. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual saving
to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under her aegis were cut by 25%
, 35% and 50%.. [36626/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The three statutory bodies operating
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Social Welfare Tribunal, the
Citizens Information Board and the Pensions Board. In addition, the Office of the Pensions
Ombudsman comes under the remit of the Department but it does not have a Board.

Social Welfare Tribunal

No remuneration is paid to members of the Tribunal. The Tribunal meets only when and
where required in order to deal with claims for Jobseeker’s Allowance or Jobseeker’s Benefit
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made in the context of an industrial dispute. Members can claim fees for attending hearings or
meetings and are also entitled to claim for travel and subsistence expenses, where appropriate.
There was no expenditure in 2011 and 2012 to date as no hearings or meetings were required
and accordingly, no savings would have arisen if changes to fees were implemented.

Citizens Information Board

Details of potential annual savings on fees for members of the Citizens Information Board
are outlined in the table below.

Total projected fees 2012 € 25% Saving € 35% Saving € 50% Saving €

65,835 16,458.75 23,042.25 32,917.50

The figure given for the projected annual fees for 2012 includes fees in respect of current
vacancies. Two board members have declined to accept fees. Information in relation to mem-
bership of the Citizens Information Board is available on the Department’s website at
http://www.welfare.ie/EN/AboutUs/Pages/CIB—Members.aspx.

Pensions Board

The operations of the Pensions Board are largely financed by annual fees payable to it by
occupational pension schemes and Personal Retirement Savings Accounts. The Board fees paid
to members of the Pensions Board are not paid out of Exchequer funding, therefore, no savings
to the Exchequer would arise if board member fees were cut.

The Office of the Pensions Ombudsman

The Office of the Pensions Ombudsman does not have a Board. Accordingly, the issue of
board members’ fees does not arise.

396. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual saving
to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under her aegis were capped at
€100,000.. [36642/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The three statutory bodies operating
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Social Welfare Tribunal, the
Citizens Information Board and the Pensions Board. In addition, the Office of the Pensions
Ombudsman comes under the remit of the Department.

The Social Welfare Tribunal consists of a Chairperson and four ordinary members. The
Tribunal does not have a CEO. The operations of the Pensions Board are almost exclusively
financed by annual fees payable to it by occupational pension schemes and Personal Retirement
Savings Accounts. The salary paid to the CEO of the Board is not paid out of Exchequer
funding.

The Pensions Ombudsman is not styled a CEO but exercises functions equivalent to a CEO
in respect of the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman. An annual saving of €42,590 would arise
if the salaries of the Chief Executive of the Citizens Information Board and of the Pensions
Ombudsman were capped at €100,000 per annum.

Departmental Expenditure

397. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal, consultancy,
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IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the amount invoiced
since March 2011 to the end of June 2012.. [36658/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested is not
immediately available in my Department but is being compiled at present and my officials will
write to the Deputy when it is available.

Departmental Staff

398. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to the
Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in her Department or State agencies under her
aegis. [36674/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand the Deputy’s question
relates to staff who are employed through employment agencies. My Department has limited
sanction to recruit temporary clerical staff to cover absences of permanent staff on maternity
leave, long-term sick leave or other statutory leave and also to provide cover for some staff
availing of the shorter working year scheme. Temporary staff members are also recruited to
alleviate work pressure in certain areas. As the Department’s temporary staff are recruited
from panels which are established by the Public Appointments Service, my Department does
not avail of the services of outside employment agencies. The State agencies operating under
the aegis of my Department are the Citizens Information Board and the Pensions Board. In
addition, the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman comes under the remit of the Department.
The Pensions Board uses the services of an employment agency to provide temporary cover in
respect of absences of the receptionist and personal assistant. However, there is no cost to the
Exchequer as the operations of the Pensions Board are almost exclusively financed by the
annual fees payable to it through occupational pension schemes and Personal Retirement Sav-
ings Accounts. The Citizens Information Board uses the services of an employment agency to
provide cover in respect of absences of the receptionist. The costs involved in 2011 were €6,087
and €2,546 to date in 2012. The Office of the Pensions Ombudsman does not use the services
of an employment agency.

Public Private Partnerships

399. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide
in tabular format a list of his Departments public private partnership projects in payment; the
name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount of PPP
repayments by Government for each project. [36691/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protection
does not operate any public private partnerships.

Departmental Contracts

400. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide,
in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of her Department out-
sourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36706/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protection
makes use of third party provision of services as a means of complementing its own operational
capability. The particular areas of activity include disbursing payments to customers by An
Post — over 43 million payments per annum; providing employment guidance services to the
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long-term unemployed; processing jobseeker and lone parent claims in 62 branch offices; pro-
viding employment support services to people with disabilities; supplementing State-provided
training options with Technical Employment Support Grants and Technical Assistance and
Training Supports; and supplementing Departmental staff in meeting ICT requirements, such
as software development, network installation and management, infrastructure management,
data centre hosting, managed services, etc. The value of these contracts varies in accordance
with volume, but the approximate value of these services set out in the following table:

Tabel

Amount

An Post payments processing €54m

Local Employment Support Networks €19m

Branch office claim processing €17m

Supported Employment €10m

Technical Employment Support Grants and Technical €5m
Assistance and Training Supports

External IT service providers — 2011 outturn €9m

Total €114m

Social Welfare Code

401. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are plans to add
flexibility to the qualification criteria of social welfare schemes such as the jobseeker’s schemes
and the family income supplement which would take into the account the changes which have
occurred in the Irish workplace which have resulted in less predictable, standard working hours
that is a teacher employed on a half-week contract but required to be teach over several days
and hence ineligible for a payment such as casual jobseeker’s allowance. [36708/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s
allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and are unable to
find alternative employment. It is a fundamental qualifying condition for these benefits that a
person must be available for full-time work. The Family Income Supplement (FIS) provides
income support for employees with families on low earnings. This preserves the incentive to
remain in employment in circumstances where the employee might otherwise only be mar-
ginally better off than if he or she were in receipt of other social welfare payments. It is
recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from the more tradit-
ional work patterns, with a consequent increase in the number of atypical workers. In response,
the Department conducted a ‘Review of the Application of the Unemployment Benefit and
Assistance Schemes Conditions to workers who are not employed on a full-time basis’ which
examined the application of the jobseeker’s benefit and allowance scheme conditions to
workers who are employed on a part-time, casual or systematic short-time basis. The review
made a number of recommendations which are informing current consideration of the Depart-
ment’s schemes and their role in supporting people who avail of a mix of welfare and earned
income.

Departmental Expenditure

402. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
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a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allocations on staff
and or resources in her Department. [36722/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand that the Deputy is refer-
ring to any decisions which might have been made within the Department to defer the appoint-
ment of staff or other administration expenditure in order to curtail the overall expenditure of
the Department in 2012. No such decisions have been made. My Department continues to
source staff to fill critical vacancies by way of redeployment, or transfer from within the Depart-
ment and from other Government Departments and Agencies, taking account of the employ-
ment control framework (ECF) target, as determined by the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform.

Departmental Agencies

403. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
a list of State agencies under her aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the
Exchequer. [36738/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The three statutory bodies operating
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Social Welfare Tribunal, the
Citizens Information Board and the Pensions Board. In addition, the Office of the Pensions
Ombudsman comes under the remit of the Department but it does not have a Board. The cost
to the Exchequer of each of the Agencies and Boards under the aegis of the Department in
2011 is as follows: Citizens Information Board, €45.113 million; Office of the Pensions Ombuds-
man, €973,000; the Pensions Board, €400,000; and the Social Welfare Tribunal, nil. The oper-
ations of the Pensions Board are largely financed by the annual fees payable to it by occu-
pational pension schemes and by providers of Personal Retirement Savings Accounts. The
allocation of €400,000 to the Pensions Board in 2011 was in respect of the National Pensions
Awareness Campaign.

Departmental Staff

404. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of
retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by her Department since March 2012;
their positions and accompanying salaries. [36754/12]

405. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of
retired civil or public servants that have been retained by her Department since March 2012
on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules to not
apply. [36770/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 404
and 405 together.

Since March 2012, one member of staff in my Department, the Chief Medical Adviser, has
been rehired on a temporary contract on a payscale of between €93,197 and €113,503. His
salary is reduced to take account of the rate of his pension payment. In addition, the acting
Deputy Chief Medial Adviser has been retained, on a temporary basis, beyond his normal
retirement age on a payscale of between €80,051 and €98,424 with an allowance in respect of
performance of the role of Deputy Chief Medical Adviser. Payment of his pension is suspended
pending the termination of his temporary retention. The decision to re-employ the Chief Medi-
cal Adviser and to retain the acting Deputy Chief Medical Adviser was taken due to their
specific skills and experience, the difficulty and long lead-in time for replacing such skills and
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the critical importance of ensuring continuity and a high level of service to customers of the
Department.

Departmental Expenditure

406. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
details of her telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36786/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Telecommunication services in my
Department include fixed and mobile telephony, fixed and mobile data and telephonists. The
total budget for these services in 2012 is €8,249,000.

Departmental Staff

407. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of sick days
taken by staff in her Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick days per
staff in total across her Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010
and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across her Department and broken
down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36849/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Details of the number of sick days
taken by staff in my Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011 are provided in the table that follows
this reply. The details are not in the format requested by the Deputy because such detail is not
available and could not be provided within the available timeframe. The table provides details
of the number of staff who took sick leave in each of the specified years and the average
number of sick days for each employee of the Department during those years. The median
figure is not available.

2009 2010 2011

Number of staff in the Department on 31 5,105 5,207 5,315
December

Total number of sick days 69,323 64,377 71,680

Number of employees who availed of sick 3,982 (78.00%) 3,757 (72.15%) 3,591 (74.34%)
leave

Average number of sick days (working 13.58 12.36 13.49
days) per employee

Film Industry Development

408. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his overall
plans in relation to the budget for the Irish Film Board for 2012 compared with 2011; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36476/12]

419. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will
outline the reduction in the budget for the Irish Film Board for 2012 compared with 2011; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36477/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 408 and 419 together.

The 2012 provision from my Department to the Irish Film Board is €15.69 million, a
reduction of €2.741 million on the 2011 provision of €18.431 million. Details in this regard are
available in the Revised Estimates for Public Services on the Department of Public Expenditure

1228



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

and Reform website, www.per.gov.ie. The allocation of the funding provided to the Irish Film
Board is a matter for its board and management, which are statutorily independent in the
performance of their duties. I have no role in the day-to-day operations of the organisation.

Irish Language

409. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
potential savings that can be made through the implementation of an all-island Irish language
strategy. [36818/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny
McGinley): The Irish language has been promoted on an all-island basis by Foras na Gaeilge,
which is an agency of An Foras Teanga, since the establishment of the North-South Implemen-
tation Bodies under the British-Irish Agreement Act 1999. For example, Foras na Gaeilge
advertises its schemes, provides educational and recreational resources and engages in corpus
planning on an all-island basis. In regard to Irish language policy and promotion generally, we
have excellent ongoing communication and co-operation at ministerial and official levels with
our colleagues in Northern Ireland. An Foras Teanga is accountable to the North-South Minis-
terial Council and to the Ministers in the sponsor Departments — my Department and the
Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure in Northern Ireland. In that context, the North-South
Ministerial Council intends to hold a third language sectoral meeting before the end of the
year. Under the Programme for Government 2011-16, the Government has committed to sup-
porting the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-30 and to delivering the achievable
goals proposed therein in this jurisdiction. The Deputy will be aware that the Minister for
Culture, Arts and Leisure in Northern Ireland launched a public consultation process last week
on Irish language and Ulster-Scots strategies in that jurisdiction.

Turbary Rights

410. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the posi-
tion regarding talks with the EU in relation to identifying alternative areas for domestic turf
cutters which have been affected by the FAC ban. [36098/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Earlier this year,
at the request of the Government, Mr. Conor Skehan, Chair of the Peatlands Council, convened
a Peatlands Forum, under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice John Quirke, and involving my
Department, the IFA, the Turf Cutters and Contractors Association, Bord na Móna, and rep-
resentatives of turf-cutting and environmental groups. This Forum allowed each community
affected by the cessation of turf-cutting to put forward their views on the issues and follow-up
steps were identified for each bog. In his report, Justice Quirke recommended that a national
plan should be prepared to examine how the 53 raised bog Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) are to be protected. This recommendation was agreed to by the Government and Dáil
Éireann also gave unanimous support to a Private Members’ Motion, which called for such a
national plan to be put in place within the terms of the Habitats Directive.

On 3 April last, a delegation led by the Minister, Deputy Hogan, and I met the EU Envir-
onment Commissioner, Mr. Potocnik, in Brussels, where we secured the support of the Euro-
pean Commission for developing a National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan. This wide-
ranging plan will examine the practical aspects of conserving, restoring and managing the
affected bogs and will allow solutions for turf-cutters, including relocation, to be explored in
detail. In the context of such a plan, it may be possible to bring some flexibility, within the
terms of the Habitats Directive, that could allow limited cutting within a small number of sites
where relocation may not be possible. The plan will be progressed at local level for each site
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and at national level through the Peatlands Council. My Department is maintaining ongoing
contact with the European Commission in response to the infringement action and will continue
to work closely with it in the development of the national plan. My Department is in contact
with several turf-cutting groups to seek long-term resolutions to the issues for their particular
bogs, including through relocation to undesignated bogs. This process will continue as part of
the preparation of the National Plan.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme

411. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
compensation available to farmers, who were required to destock an area (details supplied) in
Connemara, for the years 2012 and 2013 who were in REP scheme and have now left it; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36202/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, many commonages in the west of Ireland were subjected to serious overgrazing
by sheep in the 1980s and into the 1990s, to such an extent that the European Court of Justice
made a judgment in 2002 that Ireland was in breach of EU Nature Directives, in particular the
Birds Directive, for permitting the deterioration of habitats of the Red Grouse. The State was
obliged to take measures to resolve the effects of the overgrazing. Thanks to the collaborative
effort of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the IFA, local farmers and my
Department, recovery from overgrazing has now been delivered in most parts, although some
problem areas still remain. Some additional restrictions were necessary in these areas until
there was a significant recovery of vegetation cover and structure. These restrictions are in
place until late 2013, at which point it is hoped the recovery of the vegetation will enable the
removal of restrictions.

Some 25 farmers in the area referred to by the Deputy participate in the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS) farm plan scheme, which is managed by my Department. Compen-
sation for each destocked ewe, below the polluter pays level of 5 ewes/ha over the whole farm,
is €39.75. Off-wintered ewes receive €50 per annum. In addition, the NPWS covered the cost
of preparing the NPWS farm plan. Due to budgetary constraints, the NPWS farm plan scheme
was closed to new applicants in April 2010. In the areas referred to, the NPWS is also making
top-up payments to REPS and AEOS farmers for these additional restrictions. All farmers
who farm within these areas were obliged to enter an approved agri-environmental plan (REPS
or NPWS). Existing REPS farmers were also required to amend their current REPS plans by
1 November 2008 to reflect the new requirements. For the five years of the scheme, REPS
farmers are paid €2,000 by the NPWS for each year in which they have fully met the destocking
and off-wintering provisions of their plans until the end of 2013. In September 2011, I
announced an additional compensation measure for destocked farmers in the area referred to
by the Deputy whose REPS plans terminated since the closing date for applications to AEOS
2 2011. Where a farmer’s REPS contract had terminated, he/she receives a payment from my
Department that equates to a similar amount to what he/she might expect to receive under
AEOS. These payments for out of contract REPS farmers ran until 15 May 2012.

Film Industry Development

412. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the amount
of money that has been loaned by the Irish Film Board for funding short films since September
2008; and the amount of this money that has been returned to the board [36211/12]
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Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Irish Film
Board is the statutorily independent agency responsible for the promotion and development
of the Irish film industry. I have no responsibility for its day-to-day operational matters, includ-
ing policies and the allocation of resources to different support programmes and schemes. I
have been informed by the board that funding of €2,074,000 was provided in the period between
September 2008 to December 2011 for short films and that in the same period €44,000 was
recouped. It may be noted that short film production is one of the key components in the
development of film talent such as writers, directors, producers, cast and crew. Short film
production also helps to create employment in the creative and technical areas of the industry.
Irish short films showcase Irish talent and Irish culture to millions worldwide. They are scre-
ened at many international festivals and are viewed millions of times on YouTube. Irish short
films have had eight Oscar nominations in the last ten years. The potential for significant long-
term impacts arising can be seen by the following two examples: Cathal Gaffney (director of
the 2002 Oscar-nominated film “Give Up Yer Auld Sins”) now runs Brown Bag Films, which
employs 125 people in Ireland; and Martin McDonagh (director of 2005 Oscar-nominated film
“Six Shooter”) went on to direct the box office and critical hit “In Bruges”.

Merger of Cultural Institutions

413. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will
alleviate the fear of the heritage council and publish the critical review and confirm if this
valuable organisation will retain support and avoid abolition; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36220/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the Deputy
to my reply to Question No. 1 of 18 July 2012. As the Deputy will be aware, the Government
announced a series of rationalisation measures in its Public Service Reform Plan on 17
November 2011 and a number of amalgamations, mergers and critical reviews of bodies funded
from my Department’s Vote group are currently being progressed, as required under that plan.
The Heritage Council was one of four bodies, funded from my Department’s Vote group, that
were listed in Appendix IIb of the Reform Plan for critical review. In the context of furthering
that review, my Department has met and consulted extensively with the Council and has also
considered the views of other stakeholders. On foot of the recent conclusion by my Department
of the critical review of the Heritage Council, I have submitted proposals and recommendations
to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, which are being examined in the context
of submitting a Memorandum to the Government on the matter at the appropriate time. In
this context, the Deputy will, of course, appreciate that I am not in a position to provide specific
details regarding the outcome of the critical review at this time, pending consideration by
the Government.

Turbary Rights

414. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
number of applications on a county basis submitted under the 2011 and 2012 cessation of turf
cutting compensation scheme to date in 2012; the number of applications for compensation and
the number for relocation under each category; the number approved, rejected and on hand in
each category; the total moneys paid to date; the estimated cost by year end; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36356/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Government
has put in place a compensation scheme for those affected by the cessation of turf cutting on
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raised bog special areas of conservation. The cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme
now comprises a payment of €1,500 per year, index linked, for 15 years or, where feasible,
relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs where they can continue to cut turf. Those
wishing to relocate can avail of the financial payment or the delivery of 15 tonnes of cut turf per
annum while relocation sites are identified and prepared. The costs of acquiring and preparing
relocation sites will be met by the State. An additional once-off payment of €500 for qualifying
turf cutters will be provided where legal agreements are signed with me, as Minister for Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht. To date, 2,275 applications have been received by my Department
under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme. Details of the applications are set out
in the tables that follow this reply.

Payments have been made on the basis that applicants have indicated that they fulfil all the
qualifying criteria of the scheme in the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme appli-
cation form. My Department has been checking and will be continuing to check that all of the
qualifying criteria of the scheme have been met. To date, no applicant has been informed that
he or she does not fulfil the qualifying criteria. Two applicants have been rejected because the
areas on which they have been cutting turf are not within a raised bog special area of con-
servation. My Department has also begun to make deliveries of 15 tonnes of turf to applicants
under the scheme. To date, some 36 applicants have been approved for these deliveries. The
total amount of money spent to date under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme
is approximately €1.3 million. Of this, some €51,000 was paid during 2011 and the balance has
been paid in 2012. The estimated cost of the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme for
2012 is €5 million.

29 Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation nominated for designation between 1997 and 1999

Site Name County Number of Number Number Number of
Applications opting for expressing payments

Received the Financial an interest made
Payment in relocation

Killyconny Bog SAC Cavan/ Meath 45 37 8 1

Barroughter Bog SAC Galway 44 32 12 17

Cloonmoylan Bog SAC Galway 66 55 11 26

Kilsallagh Bog SAC Galway 22 15 7 16

Lisnageeragh Bog and Galway 19 11 8 6
Ballinstack Turlough
SAC

Lough Corrib SAC Galway/Mayo 70 63 7 32

Lough Lurgeen Bog Galway 25 17 8 10
/Glenamaddy Turlough
SAC

Shankill West Bog SAC Galway 6 3 3 4

Sheheree (Ardagh) Bog Kerry 2 2 0 0
SAC

Ballynafagh Bog SAC Kildare 54 26 28 18

Flughany Bog SAC Mayo/ Sligo 15 0 15 6

All Saints Bog and Esker Offaly 6 0 6 0
SAC

Clara Bog SAC Offaly 106 50 56 55

Ferbane Bog SAC Offaly 3 0 3 0

Mongan Bog SAC Offaly 5 4 1 1

Moyclare Bog SAC Offaly 25 4 21 21
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Site Name County Number of Number Number Number of
Applications opting for expressing payments

Received the Financial an interest made
Payment in relocation

Raheenmore Bog SAC Offaly 0 0 0 0

Sharavogue Bog SAC Offaly 2 2 0 0

Bellanagare Bog SAC Roscommon 147 109 38 92

Carrowbehy/ Caher Bog Roscommon 2 2 0 1
SAC

Cloonchambers Bog SAC Roscommon 22 18 4 8

Derrinea Bog SAC Roscommon 1 1 0 0

Cloonshanville Bog SAC Roscommon 7 7 0 2

Ballyduff/ Clonfinane Tipperary 2 2 0 1
Bog SAC

Kilcarren-Firville Bog Tipperary 21 18 3 10
SAC

Garriskil Bog SAC Westmeath 0 0 0 0

Carrownagappul Bog Galway 115 55 60 53
SAC

Lough Forbes SAC Longford/ Roscommon 10 8 2 0

Corliskea/Trien/Cloonfelliv Galway/ Roscommon 69 57 12 20
Bog SAC

Total 911 598 313 400

24 Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation nominated for designation in 2002

Site Name County Number of Number Number Number of
Applications opting for expressing payments

Received the Financial an interest made
Payment in relocation

Lough Ree SAC Ros/LD/WM 244 174 70 75

Callow Bog SAC Roscommon 77 61 16 28

River Moy SAC Mayo/Ros/ Sligo 63 54 9 24

Mouds Bog SAC Kildare 73 46 27 19

Coolrain Bog SAC Laois 49 41 8 25

Knockacoller Bog SAC Laois 25 20 5 3

Carn Park Bog SAC Westmeath 51 23 28 14

Crosswood Bog SAC Westmeath 66 35 31 15

Drumalough Bog SAC Roscommon 17 16 1 5

Ballynamona Bog and Roscommon 53 27 26 13
Corkip Lough SAC

Moneybeg and Meath/ Westmeath 79 67 12 42
Clareisland Bogs SAC

Ardagullion Bog SAC Longford 36 27 9 10

Mount Hevey Bog SAC Meath/ Westmeath 67 31 36 11

Tullaher Lough and Bog Clare 187 161 26 67
SAC

Brown Bog SAC Longford 6 1 5 0

Camderry Bog SAC Galway 14 0 14 2

Clooneen Bog SAC Longford 10 9 1 3

Corbo Bog SAC Roscommon 59 36 23 18
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Site Name County Number of Number Number Number of
Applications opting for expressing payments

Received the Financial an interest made
Payment in relocation

Curraghlehanagh Bog Galway 41 23 18 11
SAC

Moanveanlagh Bog SAC Kerry 25 1 24 14

Monivea Bog SAC Galway 32 28 4 17

Redwood Bog SAC Tipperary 70 64 6 43

Tullaghanrock Bog SAC Roscommon 2 2 0 0

Ardgraigue Bog SAC Galway 18 1 17 9

Total 1364 948 416 468

Overall Total 2275 1546 729 868

Turbary Rights

415. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
cost to date of the administration of turf cutting compensation scheme to date in 2012 and the
estimated cost by year end; the cost to date of the monitoring and enforcement measures by
the National Parks and Wildlife Service and its agents; the cost of overtime and additional
staffing from both an administrative and enforcement perspective, respectively; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36357/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The total amount
of money spent by my Department to date in compensation payments under the turf cutting
compensation scheme is approximately €1.3 million. The overall cost of the administration
required to deliver the scheme is being met from within the staff resources allocated to my
Department and is provided for within the administration expenditure of my Department’s
Vote. Additional costs arising to date in respect of overtime associated with the delivery of the
compensation payments is €16,070. There are no readily identifiable additional staffing costs
associated with monitoring and enforcement of the cessation of turf cutting on raised bog
special areas of conservation. This work is carried out by the existing staff of the National
Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department as part of their normal duties. With regard to
aerial surveillance of turf cutting on raised bog special areas of conservation, my Department
has made payments amounting to €24,140 to a private contractor so far this year and invoices
for a further €2,157 are being processed for payment. The provision by the Air Corps of its
services for monitoring purposes does not entail a cost to my Department.

416. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
number of applications submitted to him seeking permission to cut turf; the numbers on hand,
rejected or approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36358/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Some 25 appli-
cations have been received in my Department for consent to cut turf within a raised bog Special
Area of Conservation. They are currently being assessed. I expect recommendations will be
made in relation to them in the near future. My Department will be in touch with the appli-
cants shortly.

417. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
number of alternative bogs which have been sourced for turf cutters forced to relocate; the
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location of each bog; the number of turf cutters who can be accommodated; if works have to
be performed on the bogs to facilitate turf cutting; when it is envisaged to carry these works
out in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36359/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Arrangements for
the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs have been made as regards a group from
Clara Bog in County Offaly and a group from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog
Special Areas of Conservation in County Galway. These arrangements involve the groups
moving to nearby bogs, with the group from Clara Bog having commenced turf cutting at the
relocation site in Killeranny, County Offaly in June last. Progress has been made with a view
to the relocation of qualifying turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog Special Area of Conservation
in County Kildare in a similar manner.

26 qualifying turf cutters have been accommodated at the relocation site in Killeranny. It is
envisaged that more will be accommodated at the site for the 2013 cutting season.

60 applicants for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme
from Carrownagappul Bog Special Area of Conservation, 18 applicants from Curraghlehanagh
Bog Special Area of Conservation, and 28 applicants from Ballynafagh Bog Special Area of
Conservation have expressed an interest in relocation to non-designated bogs.

Works have to be carried out on the relocation sites for the group from Carrownagappul
Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog Special Areas of Conservation and for the group from Ballyn-
afagh Bog Special Area of Conservation. My Department envisages that qualifying turf cutters
will be able to relocate to the sites for the 2013 cutting season.

Work is ongoing with regard to investigating and assessing potential relocation sites for turf
cutters affected by the cessation of turf cutting on raised bog special areas of conservation.

I would also draw the attention of the Deputy to the fact that the latest figures indicate that
of 2,275 applications received in my Department for compensation under the Cessation of Turf
Cutting Compensation Scheme, some 730 applicants have expressed an interest in relocation.

National Gallery

418. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if any
State controlled amenities, that is, the National Gallery in the Dublin area are closed or have
restricted entry during the current tourist season; and the reason for the restrictions. [36367/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
may be aware, the National Cultural Institutions operate under the aegis of my Department.
The National Concert Hall, National Library, National Archives, Chester Beatty Library and
the National Museum of Ireland are operating their normal opening hours.

During the extensive refurbishment works at the main building in IMMA’s permanent home
at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham in 2012, IMMA is presenting exhibitions at two separate
locations. Exhibitions are continuing throughout 2012 at the New Galleries at IMMA in Kil-
mainham and since 31 May of this year at IMMA at NCH in Earlsfort Terrace. In addition, to
the exhibitions in Kilmainham, there are also four Family Art Trails in the extensive grounds
and Formal Garden. Normal opening hours continue to operate. In relation to the National
Gallery of Ireland, normal opening hours continue to apply. However, during the building
refurbishment works, approximately 75% of the Gallery space has had to be closed to the
public. In order to compensate for this closure, the Gallery has opened an exhibition high-
lighting its most popular and best known paintings entitled Masterpieces of the Collection in
the remaining galleries.
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Question No. 419 answered with Question No. 408.

National Monuments

420. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when
he will forward the Museum Report to the Committee of Save Moore Street as previously
promised. [36528/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In accordance
with my undertaking to the relatives group, I have asked the applicant to provide them with
details of the proposed works to the national monument for which consent has been sought
under the National Monuments Acts and also to facilitate a visit by the relatives to the site
itself.

With regard to making public other documents associated with the consent application, my
understanding is that, in general terms, the release of such documents, if requested, would be
the norm, following completion of the relevant deliberative processes.

Departmental Expenditure

421. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if
he will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his
Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project
in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address,
amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36533/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011. It oversees and has policy
responsibility for the conservation, preservation, protection, development and presentation of
Ireland’s heritage and culture. My Department also seeks to promote the Irish language, to
support the Gaeltacht and to assist the sustainable development of island communities. Infor-
mation in relation to the wide-ranging functions of my Department, as well as the programmes
and schemes operated by it, can be found on my Department’s website at www.ahg.gov.ie. The
attached tables set out the available information regarding funding provided by my Department
and by bodies within its remit to groups, schemes and projects in County Meath.

Department/State Group/Scheme/ Amount of Purpose of Funding Funding Scheme
Body under the Project Address Funding under which Funding

Department’s aegis was Granted or
Awarded

Department of Arts, Campa Samhraidh €2,050 Summer Camp Scéim na gCampaí
Heritage and the Rath Cairn, Ionad Samhraidh sa
Gaeltacht — Cúram Leanaí Ghaeltacht
Gaeltacht and
Islands Policy and
Programmes

Áras Uí €3,240 2009 Administration Scéimeanna Cultúrtha
Ghramhnaigh, Rath costs for Áras Uí sa Ghaeltacht
Cairn Ghramhnaigh

Comharchumann €7,394 75 year celebrations Scéimeanna Cultúrtha
Rath Cairn, Rath sa Ghaeltacht
Cairn
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Department/State Group/Scheme/ Amount of Purpose of Funding Funding Scheme
Body under the Project Address Funding under which Funding

Department’s aegis was Granted or
Awarded

Scoil Náisiúnta an €31,320 Language Assists Scéim na gCúntóirí
Athair Uí Scheme Teanga
Ghramhnaigh and
Scoil Ultain Naofa

Coláiste GaeilgeRath €52,593 Irish summer College Scéim na
Cairn bhFoghlaimeoirí

Gaeilge

Tithíocht €1,100 Gaeltacht Housing Scéim Tithíochta

Scéim Labhairt na €8,450 Language scheme Scéim Labhairt na
Gaeilge Gaeilge

Department of Arts, Gormanston Cottage, €8,000 Thatching of roof of Structures at Risk
Heritage and the Stamullen Road, structure and Fund 2011
Gaeltacht — Built Gormanston, Co. repairs to decorative
Heritage and Meath cast iron ridge
Architectural Policy boards of structure

Knock Cottage, €8,000 Thatching of roof of Structures at Risk
Castletown, Navan, structure Fund 2011
Co. Meath

Annesbrook, Duleek, €15,000 Emergency repair Structures at Risk
Co. Meath works to structure Fund 2012

and propping of the
portico of the
structure

St. Patrick’s Classical €20,000 Emergency repair Structures at Risk
School, Navan, Co. works to roof of Fund 2012
Meath structure

Meath County €4,000 Community Built Heritage
Council archaeology event allocation from the

in Trim Environment Fund
2011

Department of Arts, The Discovery €15,000 Preparation of Tara Subvention from
Heritage and the Programme, 63 Conservation Plan National
Gaeltacht — Merrion Square, Monuments Service
National Dublin 2 subhead to The
Monuments Service Discovery

Programme

Dr. Kerri Clearyc/o €11,526 Post-Peer Review National Monuments
UCDDublin 4 Finalisation of Service subhead

Knowth publication

ADS Ltd. The Print €5,551 Test Excavation at National Monuments
House Cumberland The Mound of the Service subhead
Street South Dublin Hostages
2

Landscape and €2,531 Test Excavation at National Monuments
Geophysical The Mound of the Service subhead
Services, Hostages
Claremorris, Co.
Mayo

An Foras Teanga Féile Uí Chairúlláin, €3,000 (2011) Maoiniú le haghaidh Scéim na bhFéilte
(Foras na Gaeilge) Altmush, €1,000 (2012) féilte 2011/2012

Kilmainham Wood,
Ceanannas Mór, Co.
na Mí

Comharchumann €2,000 (2011)
Ráth Chairn, Ráth
Chairn, Co. na Mí

1237



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Jimmy Deenihan.]

Department/State Group/Scheme/ Amount of Purpose of Funding Funding Scheme
Body under the Project Address Funding under which Funding

Department’s aegis was Granted or
Awarded

Cormeen Sports €3,010.70 Imeachtaí óige / Scéim na nImeachtaí
Complex, Cormeen, Youth events Óige 11/12
Moynalty, Kells

Cumann na bhFiann €263,554 Bunmhaoiniú don Bunmhaoiniú /
Baile an Uairnigh, eagraíocht / Corefunding
Droim Rí, Co. na Corefunding for (01/06/11-31/12/11)
Mí organisation

Cumann na bhFiann €221,756 Bunmhaoiniú don Bunmhaoiniú /
Baile an Uairnigh, eagraíocht / Corefunding
Droim Rí, Co. na Corefunding for (01/01/12-30/06/12)
Mí organisation

Páistí Press, Oifig 19, €7,700 Chun leabhar a Scéim na
Dunboyne Business fhoilsiú/Publish Foilsitheoireachta
Park, Dunboyne, Co book 2011
na Mí

Glór na nGael, Ráth €3,400 Maoiniú chun cuidiú Scéim na
Chairn, Baile Átha le leabhar a scríobh gCoimisiún/Commission
Buí, Co na Mí scheme 2010

Glór na nGael, Ráth €252,262 Bunmhaoiniú/ Bunmhaoiniú /
Chairn, Baile Átha corefunding Corefunding
Buí, Co na Mí (01/06/11-31/12/11)

Glór na nGael, Ráth €243,988 Bunmhaoiniú/ Bunmhaoiniú /
Chairn, Baile Átha corefunding Corefunding
Buí, Co na Mí (01/01/12-30/06/12)

Waterways Ireland Enfield MidSummer €800.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
Festival, Enfield, Waterways through Programme 2011
Co. Meath the Enfield

MidSummer
Festival

Royal Enfield Fishing €400.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
Club, Enfield, Co. Waterways through Programme 2011
Meath an International

Angling event at
Enfield on the
Royal Canal

Ribbontail Paddlers €450.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
Canoe Club, Waterways through Programme 2011
Enfield, Co. Meath a canoeing event at

Enfield on the
Royal Canal

National Coarse €500.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
Fishing Federation Waterways through Programme 2011
of Ireland Senior a senior angling
Canals event at Enfield on
Championship, the Royal Canal
Enfield, Co. Meath

National Coarse €600.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
Fishing Federation Waterways through Programme 2011
of Ireland Junior a junior angling
Canals event at Enfield on
Championship, the Royal Canal
Enfield, Co. Meath
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Department/State Group/Scheme/ Amount of Purpose of Funding Funding Scheme
Body under the Project Address Funding under which Funding

Department’s aegis was Granted or
Awarded

The funding detailed
in the two rows
below is committed
by Waterways
Ireland to events in
June 2012 but not
drawn down.

National Coarse €500.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
Fishing Federation Waterways through Programme 2012
of Ireland Junior a junior angling
Canals event at Enfield on
Championship, the Royal Canal
Enfield, Co. Meath

Royal Enfield A.C. — €400.00 Promotion of the Sponsorship
2 Day International Waterways through Programme 2012
Angling Festival, an International
Enfield, Co. Meath Angling event at

Enfield on the
Royal Canal

Údarás na Gaeltachta Comharchumann 2011: Cúnamh le costais Scéim na
Ráth Cairn Teo €63,000 íoctha riarachán an gComharchumann
Rath CairnÁth 2012: €58,275 Chomharchumainn — Deontas
BuíCo. na Mí ceadaithe do agus tuarastal an Reáchtála

2012 agus Bhainisteora.
€29,136
íoctha go
dáta.

Scéim TÚS Tá seisear
fostaithe
faoin scéim
TÚS i
nGaeltacht
na mí (triúr
in 2011 agus
seisear in
2012).

Comhlacht Deontas Cineál Deontas Dáta Íoctha

Turmec Teo €3,340 Oiliúint (Training) 2011

Turmec Teo €40,383 Caipitil (Capital) 2011

Timoney Holdings €35,926 T&F&N (Research 2011
Ltd and Development

and Innovation)

C.C. Rath Cairn Teo €4,059 Fóirdheontas Cíosa 2011

C.C. Rath Cairn Teo €20,000 Caipitil 2011

Adtec Aer Auto Ltd €12,000 Oiliúint (Training) 2011

A Truss Company Ltd €15,000 Staidéar Féideartha 2011
(Feasibility Study)

MK Engineering and €8,000 Fostaíocht 2011
Stainless Ltd (Employment)

Heritage Council Meath Local €7,000 Meath Heritage County Heritage Plan
Authorities Awareness Grant Scheme 2011

Programme 2011

Meath Local €14,000 Green Infrastructure County Heritage Plan
Authorities Strategy for County Grant Scheme 2011

Meath
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Department/State Group/Scheme/ Amount of Purpose of Funding Funding Scheme
Body under the Project Address Funding under which Funding

Department’s aegis was Granted or
Awarded

Meath Local €9,000 Branding Meath’s County Heritage Plan
Authorities biodiversity Grant Scheme 2011

Meath Local €5,500 Photographic archive County Heritage Plan
Authorities of County Meath Grant Scheme 2011

Meath Local €18,750 Communicating County Heritage Plan
Authorities heritage programme Grant Scheme 2011

2011

Meath Local €9,750 Unlocking the County Heritage Plan
Authorities potential of the Grant Scheme 2011

Meath landscape

University College €15,000 Knowth excavation Discretionary Funding
Dublin publication 2011

The Discovery €15,000 Preparation of Discretionary Funding
Programme Conservation Plan 2011

for Tara

Meath Local €8,600 Biodiversity Local biodiversity
Authorities interpretative Action Plans Grant

signage for Navan Scheme 2011

Julianstown and €5,000 Julianstown village Heritage Management
District Community Design Statement Grant Scheme 2011
Association — Old Mill site

Conservation and
Management Plan

Allan McDevitt €6,500 Non-invasive genetic Heritage Research
sampling to assess Grant Scheme 2011
population size and
genetic structure in
Irish otters

School of €12,000 Laser scanning at Brú Heritage Research
Archaeology UCD na Bóinne World Grant Scheme 2011

Heritage Site

The Archaeological €6,000 The Littoral Heritage Research
Diving Company Archaeology Project Grant Scheme 2011
Ltd. 2011: The Boyne

Estuary

Dundalk Institute of €7,000 The Hill of Slane Heritage Research
Technology Archaeological Grant Scheme 2011

Project

Trim Town Council €40,000 Trim Town Wall — Irish Walled Towns
Section D to E — at Fund 2011
rear of Emmet
Street, Trim

Claidhbh O Gibne €4,000 Publication of a high- Heritage Education,
quality book: The Community and
Boyne Currach and Outreach Grant
the History of Skin Scheme 2012
Boats

Irish Peatland €4,000 Raised bog Heritage Education,
Conservation restoration Community and
Council workshops Outreach Grant

Scheme 2012

Meath Travellers €4,000 Travellers’ tales Heritage Education,
Workshops workshop Community and

Outreach Grant
Scheme 2012
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Department/State Group/Scheme/ Amount of Purpose of Funding Funding Scheme
Body under the Project Address Funding under which Funding

Department’s aegis was Granted or
Awarded

Boyne Currach Group €3,500 Newgrange Currach Heritage Education,
— sails and oars for Community and
34ft wicker currach Outreach Grant
to facilitate the re- Scheme 2012
enactment of an
ancient voyage

Sonairte — The €1,000 Exploring Heritage Education,
National Ecology Gormanstown Community and
Centre seashore Outreach Grant

Scheme 2012

Meath County €5,000 Conservation of Bligh Heritage Management
Council Library and Naper Estate Grant Scheme 2012
Service ledgers (19th and

20th Century)

University College €4,000 The Hill of Ward Heritage Research
Dublin Archaeological Grant Scheme 2012

Project — Phase I

Meath Fields Names €5,000 Meath Field Names Heritage Research
Project Project — Phase II Grant Scheme 2012

of project co-
ordination and
development

CRDS Ltd. €2,500 Geophysical survey at Heritage Research
Rath Maebh, Tara Grant Scheme 2012

Trim Town Council €3,000 Trim Walled Town Irish Walled Towns
Heritage Festival Day Fund 2012
Day

Irish Film Board Various production €39,000 See note accross. The funding was
companies, directors provided across a
and writers based in range of support
Co. Meath schemes that the

IFB operate for the
film production
sector.

Arts Council

Commitment Compare Report ARN Summary

ARN Name Current Current Com 2011 Com 2012 Paid 2011 Paid 2012
Local Team

Authority

12643 Ballet Meath Dance €240,000 €296,000 €240,000 €210,000
Ireland County

49413 Callery, Phil Meath Traditional €4,000 €3,500 €4,000 €2,000
County Arts

43461 Carty, Meath Literature €290 €300 €290 €300
Elizabeth County (English)

14054 Ceol na Meath Festivals €3,500 €4,000 €3,500 €2,000
Locha County and

Events

31903 Clancy, Meath Architecture €25,000 €25,000 €25,000 0
Andrew County

29145 Collins, Meath Theatre €400 0 €400 0
Joseph County
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ARN Name Current Current Com 2011 Com 2012 Paid 2011 Paid 2012
Local Team

Authority

41162 Cosgrove, Meath Visual Arts €15,000 0 €7,500 0
Kevin County

2167 Duffy’s Meath Circus €60,000 €45,000 €60,000 €30,000
Circus County

1049 Gallery Meath Literature €158,400 €166,650 €158,400 €133,150
Press, The County (English)

4992 Hope, Meath Music €1,650 €15,743 €1,650 €14,169
Grainne County

13745 Kinahan, Meath Theatre 0 €19,320 0 €600
Deirdre County

34589 Lavelle, Meath Film 0 €1,000 0 0
Michael County

29017 Lyric Opera Meath Opera 0 €279,186 0 0
Productions County

41417 Mc Hugh, Meath Visual Arts €700 0 €700 0
Valerie County

49269 Mcevoy, Meath Traditional €5,000 0 €5,000 0
Catherine County Arts

8351 Meath Meath Local €54,000 €47,250 €54,000 €38,813
County County
Council

50088 Muyllaert, Meath YPCE €600 0 €600 0
Cuan County

8622 O’Carolan Meath Festivals €3,000 €3,000 €3,000 0
Harp County and
Cultural Events
and
Heritage
Festival

3821 Sheil, Meath Music €48,400 €6,000 €48,400 0
Fergus County

32621 Solstice Meath Venues €65,000 €65,000 €65,000 €48,750
Arts County
Centre

12721 Tall Tales Meath Theatre €141,000 €65,000 €141,000 €61,000
Theatre County
Company

44317 Tlachtga Meath Traditional €4,000 0 €3,000 0
County Arts

49529 Wallace, Meath Literature €950 0 €950 0
Patricia County (English)

51280 Wide Open Meath Opera 0 €608,465 0 0
Opera County

Total €830,890 €1,650,414 €822,390 €540,782

In addition, the Site Protection Unit of my Department makes compensation payments under
the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to applicants throughout the country.
Between 2011 and 2012 we have made 54 payments of €1,500 each to applicant from designated
raised bogs that are partly in Co. Meath as follows:

• Kilconny Bog in Counties Cavan/Meath, 1 Payment

• Moneybeg and Clareisland Bogs in Counties Meath/Westmeath, 42 Payments

• Mount Hevey Bog in counties Meath/Westmeath, 11 Payments
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In each case the payment has been made to an individual and not a group, scheme or project.
The Site Protection Unit also operates the Voluntary Bog Purchase scheme. This is a scheme
established to allow the Department to purchase designated bog plots from individuals. It is
possible that sites may have been purchased in County Meath during 2011 and 2012 but it has
not yet been possible to confirm this in the timeframe provided for answering the Deputy’s
Question.

Architectural Heritage

422. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will
consider providing funding towards the restoration of St. Mels Cathedral, County Longford, to
assist the once off substantial conservation repairs due to a fire; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36547/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I can advise the
Deputy that officials from my Department actively engaged both with Longford County
Council and the St Mel’s Cathedral authorities in the aftermath of the fire in December 2009
to offer advice on the conservation of this nationally important protected structure.

As part of my Department’s capital programme, €500,000 has been allocated in 2012 specifi-
cally for protected structures at risk. Applications for this funding are made by local authorities
to my Department. However, the deadline for applications in 2012 has now passed and no
application was received by my Department in respect of the Cathedral for funding under the
Structures at Risk Fund .

I note that St. Mel’s Cathedral was awarded funding of €100,000 in 2011 by the Heritage
Council for a project addressing conservation works to the main entrance door lintel and statues
over the portico of the Cathedral under the Council’s Significant Places of Worship Grant
Scheme.

The scope to provide additional funding for the protection, conservation and development
of the State’s built heritage is constrained by the current significant reduction in the public
finances. However, my Department will continue to provide funding for the protection, con-
servation and development of our built heritage, in so far as resources allow.

Archaeological Sites

423. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will
consider the problem that currently faces land owners of heritage sites here with regards to
them acquiring public liability insurance; if he will make provisions available for them to
acquire public liability insurance at the expense of the State, as sites such as the Hill of Uisne-
ach, County Westmeath, are generating tourism and revenue in the midlands and sites like
these should be encouraged and enhanced. [36558/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Department
has no role in relation to the provision of public liability insurance and is not in a position to
assist in the specific case referred to. I would, however, refer the Deputy to the report by the
Expert Group established by my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government, to examine and make recommendations on Legal Issues of Land Access
for Recreational Use which is available on that Department’s website.

Ministerial Advisers

424. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
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[Deputy Mary Lou McDonald.]

if he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since
March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale;
the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special
Advisors since March 2011. [36598/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011. The salary levels of the two
special advisors currently appointed to my office correspond to the first point of the Principal
Officer Standard Scale, although, in the case of one advisor, that salary is abated as the person
is in receipt of a public service pension.

No special advisors have been appointed in the case of the Minister of State at my
Department.

For the sake of completeness, I would also advise that Mr Seán Mac Cárthaigh acted as
special adviser to me from 10 March 2011 to 2 March 2012. During that period, he continued
to be employed by the Arts Council and his salary, which was at an annual rate corresponding
to the 6th point of the Assistant Principal Higher scale, was recouped to the Council by my
Department.

Departmental Agencies

425. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agencies under his aegis
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36614/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I note the Deputy’s
request for details of the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to
agencies under his aegis were cut by 25%, 35% and 50% and I trust that the Deputy will
appreciate that it is not possible to provide the quantitative information requested to this
hypothetical question.

However, the annual fees payable to board members of the boards of statutory agencies and
national cultural institutions funded from my Department’s Vote are detailed in the table below
and are set by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. It may be noted that fees are
not payable to board members that are also public servants and, in addition, that in certain
other cases members have chosen to waive their fees.

Name of Body/Agency Number of Board Annual remuneration payable to Chairs
members and board members

Foras na Gaeilge 16 Chair: €11,970/Stg£8,140;
Vice-Chair: €9,830/Stg£6,690;
Member: €7,695/Stg£5,235

Ulster-Scots Agency 8 Chair: €11,970/Stg£8,140;
Vice-Chair: €9,830/Stg£6,690;
Member: €7,695/Stg£5,235

Údarás na Gaeltachta 20 Chair: €20,520
Member: €11,970

Crawford Art Gallery 8 Fees not applicable

National Library of Ireland 11 Chair: €9,450
Member: €6,300

Heritage Council 16 Chair: €8,978
Member: €5,985
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Name of Body/Agency Number of Board Annual remuneration payable to Chairs
members and board members

National Concert Hall 15 Chair: €8,978
No fees payable to board members

National Museum of Ireland 16 Chair: €8,978
Member: €5,985

Irish Museum of Modern Art 9 Chair: €8,978
No fees payable to board members

National Gallery of Ireland 17 Chair: €8,978
Member: €5,985

Arts Council 13 Chair: €8,978
Member: €5,985

Irish Film Board 7 Chair: €8,978
Member: €5,985

Chester Beatty Library 11 Fees not applicable

426. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis
were capped at €100,000. [36630/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, issues in relation to public service pay policy are a matter for the Minister for
Public Expenditure and Reform. I am advised that the maximum annual saving that could arise
from the implementation of a pay cap of €100,000 to the salaries of Chief Executive Officers
of State agencies funded from my Department’s Vote Group is estimated to be €133,000.

Departmental Contracts

427. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to
legal, consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and
the amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36646/12]

430. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his
Department outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the
past 12 months. [36694/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 427 and 430 together.

Since my Department was established on 2 June 2011, there has been no case of outsourcing
responsibility for core public service provision to the private sector. However, certain work is
contracted out from time to time in cases where particular expertise is required. In that regard,
the information requested by the Deputy in relation to professional fees could not be collated
in the time-frame permitted for a Parliamentary Question but will be sent directly to the
Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Staff

428. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies
under his aegis. [36662/12]
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Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Department
has not incurred any costs in relation to agency staff.

With regard to the bodies/agencies within the ambit of my Department, I am advised that
the costs associated with the use of agency staff in such bodies/agencies for the period from 1
January 2012 to end-June 2012 is €442,841.

Public Private Partnerships

429. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private partnership projects
in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected
amount of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36678/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): There are no
public private partnership projects currently in train in my Department.

Question No. 430 answered with Question No. 427.

Departmental Expenditure

431. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012
allocations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36710/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Department’s
gross allocation to deliver its wide range of programmes and measures in 2012 is €268.451m.
For the Deputy’s information, on 30 June 2012, my Department’s net expenditure totalled
€122.5m. This represented approximately 95% of the published profile and 46% of the REV
allocation. I expect expenditure to remain on profile and that my allocation will be fully
drawn down.

I will continue to closely monitor expenditure trends across all my Department’s subheads
in the lead up to year-end.

Departmental Agencies

432. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to
the Exchequer. [36726/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The State
bodies/agencies currently funded from my Department’s Vote Group are listed in the table
below. It should be noted that Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga (comprising Foras na
Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency) are North-South Implementation Bodies and are subject
to dual arrangements in relation to funding.

Details of the expenditure allocations made available to the bodies in question are published
each year in the annual REV and the Appropriation Account. The REV also includes Agency
Statements, which provide details in relation to expenditure on administration and pay in the
previous year. These publications are available on the website of Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform at www.per.gov.ie and on the website of the Office of the Comptroller and
Auditor General at www.audgen.gov.ie. For ease of reference, Departmental allocations at
subhead level are available at the following link http://per.gov.ie/estpubexp2012 .
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The primary function of the bodies/agencies is detailed on their web-sites, together with
other relevant information, all of which can be accessed by clicking on the relevant links in the
table below:

Bodies Funded from the Vote Group of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Body Website Address

Waterways Ireland www.waterwaysireland.org

An Foras Teanga, which comprises:

— Foras na Gaeilge www.gaeilge.iewww.forasnagaeilge.ie

— Tha Boord o Ulstèr-Scotch/The Ulster-Scots www.ulsterscotsagency.com
Agency

An Coimisinéir Teanga www.coimisineir.ie

Údarás na Gaeltachta www.udaras.ie

Arts Council www.artscouncil.ie

National Archives www.nationalarchives.ie

Irish Manuscripts Commission www.irishmanuscripts.ie

National Museum of Ireland www.museum.ie

Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA) www.modernart.ie

National Gallery of Ireland www.nationalgallery.ie

Crawford Gallery www.crawfordartgallery.com

National Concert Hall www.nch.ie

National Library of Ireland www.nli.ie

Chester Beatty Library www.cbl.ie

Irish Film Board www.irishfilmboard.ie

Heritage Council www.heritagecouncil.ie

Departmental Staff

433. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since
March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36742/12]

434. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since
March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules
to not apply. [36758/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 433 and 434 together.

No retired civil or public servants have been rehired or retained by my Department on the
bases set out by the Deputy by my Department since March 2012.

Departmental Expenditure

435. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36774/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The 2012 Revised
Estimates Volume allocation for my Department’s postal and telecommunications services is
€0.715m.
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Flood Prevention Measures

436. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
further to Parliamentary Question No, 299 of 10 July 2012, regarding derogation licences if
he will provide the information (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36802/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Article 6(4) of the
Habitats Directive provides for derogation to allow an activity which has been determined,
following appropriate assessment, as potentially having an adverse impact on the integrity of a
Special Area of Conservation or Special Protection Area. Such derogations must be considered
within the parameters of the Irish legislation which transposes Article 6(4). These are Regu-
lation 43 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I.
477 of 2011), or the relevant provisions of Part XAB of the Planning and Development Acts,
where the consent is being sought under those Acts. I am not aware of any such derogations
having been sought or given for any purpose, to date.

In relation to derogations for works of the nature referred to by the Deputy in respect of
the species which are afforded strict protection under the Habitats Directive, my Department
is compiling the material requested by the Deputy and will forward the information to the
Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Staff

437. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the number
of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of
sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department section in
2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department
and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36837/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware my Department was established on 2 June 2011.

In the period from 2nd June 2011 to 31st December 2011 there was a total of 3,977.55 sick
days taken by staff in my Department. The average number of sick days taken per employee
over this period was 6.22 days. Sick Leave records are not maintained on a section by section
basis.

Single Energy Market

438. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the potential savings that can be made through an all-island approach to energy
provision. [36820/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): All
island energy cooperation is governed by the joint All-island Energy Market Development
Framework, 2004, which recognised that both Governments have a shared interest in more
competitive energy markets, reduced energy costs and improved reliability of supply. That
framework reinforced the benefits of ensuring that policy developments in both jurisdictions
are progressed to mutual interest by delivering improved economic and energy supply benefits
for both parts of the island. The potential for cooperation was demonstrably realised in recent
years by the establishment of the Single Electricity Market (SEM) and is reflected in the current
work to develop the Common Arrangements for Gas (CAG).
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The Single Electricity Market (SEM), established in 2007, represents one of the first markets
of its kind in Europe, creating a single market for the trading of wholesale electricity on the
island of Ireland and joining two hitherto separate electricity markets in two EU Member
States. All electricity produced on the island is now sold into one large pool, while supply
companies buy their power out of this pool. The market is specifically designed to ensure that
the cheapest possible price for electricity is determined in the wholesale market at all times.
Another key objective of the SEM is to attract new and efficient generators to the island of
Ireland. Because prices have been set transparently, the SEM has created a sound basis for
new entry and investment.

The SEM Committee is the statutory decision-making body which governs the Single Elec-
tricity market, including regulators from Ireland (the Commission for Energy Regulation)
Northern Ireland (the Utility Regulator) as well as independent member. In its latest Annual
Report, the SEM Committee states that the market has worked well over the last three years
and continues to deliver benefits to consumers through the use of efficient generation plant to
meet demand across the whole island. It states further that the SEM model of setting prices in
a transparent and cost reflective manner not only assists in the promotion of competition and
attract new investment, but has also resulted in improvements in the availability of gener-
ation plants.

The SEM pool system, and the surety that new entrant suppliers that they can purchase
electricity from the pool when they need it, has been an important factor in encouraging entry
into supply markets. This has improved customer choice and delivered competition which con-
tributes to downward pressure on prices.

The ESRI in its review of Irish energy policy last year concluded that one of the key successes
of Irish energy policy in recent years was the implementation of the Single Electricity Market
on the island of Ireland. It concluded that the SEM had ensured a secure supply of electricity
and provided sufficient certainty for investors to ensure adequate investment.

Building on the success of the SEM, the two regulators and the 2 Departments, North and
South, are working together to develop Common Arrangements for Gas (CAG) on the island,
whereby all players in the gas market can buy, sell, transport and contribute to the development
and planning of the natural gas market North and South on an all-island basis. The future
evolution of SEM and the establishment of CAG will be profoundly shaped by the emerging
rules and arrangements for the regional EU energy markets as part of the EU ambition for
completion of the Internal Energy Market.

Energy Resources

439. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the position regarding the LNG project at Shannon. [36896/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I and
Government colleagues have consistently been supportive of the proposal by Shannon LNG
to construct a LNG terminal near Ballylongford, County Kerry. Such a facility, together with
the bringing onshore of Corrib Gas would provide important security of gas supply for Ireland
in future years. I have met the promoters of the project on a number of occasions and both
my Department and the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) are in regular contact with
Shannon LNG.

Decisions on the regulatory treatment of the gas interconnectors and tariffing are statutorily
a matter for the CER under the Gas (Interim) (Regulation) Act 2002.
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[Deputy Pat Rabbitte.]

The CER, as the independent energy regulator is statutorily charged with a duty to protect
energy consumers, ensure security of supply and support competitiveness. The CER has a duty
to ensure that new sources of gas for the Irish market do not result in unwarranted increases
in the price of gas to business and domestic consumers.

The CER has engaged in an extensive consultation process on the future regulatory treat-
ment of the gas interconnectors and has had considerable interaction with Shannon LNG and
Shell Ireland as well as with all key stakeholders. The CER’s Decision published on the 29th
June concludes that without reform of the tariff system, the reduced flows of gas through the
interconnectors due to new sources of gas coming on stream could lead to significant increases
in the per unit interconnector tariff. In turn, this would increase prices for gas consumers
in Ireland.

The Decision commits the CER to the setting of tariffs at each entry point. It proposes that
tariffs would be set separately on the basis of forward looking Long Run Marginal Cost
(LRMC) considerations. The CER expects the new tariff regime to come into effect in October
2014 following further consultation with stakeholders and a decision by CER on the method-
ology for setting the LRMC at each entry point. In that context I welcome CER’s decision to
establish Network Tariffs Liaison Group as part of the process.

The CER’s decision has brought the regulatory certainty needed by stakeholders in the Irish
gas market including those with investment decisions to make in the coming years, as well as
gas consumers.

Television Reception

440. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if financial assistance will be provided to old age pensioners to allow them
to switch over to digital television on the 24 October 2012; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36126/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): First
of all, I would like to point out that TV viewers who use the analogue TV network will need
to make the change to digital in advance of 24 October and not on 24 October. TV viewers
who currently use pay TV are unaffected. On 24 October our free to air national analogue TV
network which has operated since 1962 will be switched off for good. The replacement digital
free to air TV network, SAORVIEW, has been nationally available since May 2011. Alterna-
tively, TV viewers can choose to upgrade to a pay TV service such as cable or satellite.

I am very much aware of the challenges digital switchover brings for those households that
are reliant on the existing “free to air” analogue TV network. In this regard I have chosen to
operate both a national information and awareness campaign plus an outreach programme, to
provide the assistance and support necessary for everyone to make the switch. As I have stated
in reply to previous questions, we have not and do not propose to introduce grant schemes for
this purpose.

Experience from other European countries indicates that the cost of set top boxes and other
digital receivers reduces as the date for digital switchover approaches, and there is increased
competition in the market. There is clear evidence that this is now happening in Ireland with
affordable set top boxes that meet the SAORVIEW standard on the market, as well as a range
of suitable digital televisions. In addition, experience from other European countries also shows
that the availability of accurate and reliable information and the provision of practical assist-
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ance is the most effective approach towards assisting people in making the switch to digital
television.

In this regard, therefore, to overcome the challenges that digital switchover brings, I have
undertaken to deliver a substantial information campaign providing households with infor-
mation on the digital switchover and on their options for going digital. The campaign com-
menced on 14 October 2011. There are a number of strands to the campaign, including a
national telephone helpline and a national advertising and public relations campaign. An infor-
mation booklet has also been delivered to every household in the country. The campaign will
run up to the end of 2012.

In conjunction with this, my Department has been working to address the particular infor-
mation and assistance needs of vulnerable households as they prepare to go digital. On 10
January 2012, I signed an agreement with a national voluntary organisation, the Wheel, to
develop and operate a nationwide community outreach digital switchover programme
(Outreach Programme).

The community umbrella group, The Wheel, in conjunction with voluntary and community
organisations throughout the country, began to roll out a countrywide Outreach Programme
in April/May 2012. The campaign is being run through 26 County and Local Champions who
coordinate activities at a local level with the objective of providing additional assistance and
advice at a community level to those who may find the move to digital TV difficult. The aim
of the Outreach Programme is to ensure that everybody is made aware of the switchover and
that no TV viewers are left without a TV service once the national analogue service switches
off on 24 October 2012. A press release issued on the Outreach Programme and is available
on the dedicated digital switchover website www.goingdidital.ie, as is the list of Local Cham-
pions referred to above. As there is less than 100 days to go before the 24 October deadline, I
would urge all Deputies to engage with the Outreach Programme at their local level in order
to urge constituents to move to digital now and not to wait until the last minute.

Post Office Network

441. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he has any plans to introduce an intergovernmental group to be put in place for
the benefit of post office networks following the publication of the Grant Thornton report
[36152/12]

443. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he intends establishing an interdepartmental group to look at recommendations
from the independent report published by Irish Postmasters Union and their sustainability into
the future. [36375/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 441 and 443 together.

Operational matters and the role of developing commercial strategies for the post office
network are a matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no
statutory function.

As shareholder, however, I do have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing commercial
position of the Company and I regularly liaise with the Company in this regard. An Post has
many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the country. I have impressed on the
Company the need to further exploit its unique position in this regard and have been supportive
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of its attempts to diversify its income streams and to win a wider range of commercial contracts
offering higher margins.

I recently met with the Irish Postmasters Union (IPU), who presented me with a copy of the
Grant Thornton report, The future of the Post Office Network in Ireland, which focuses on
growing the business to make the network more sustainable. I have read and considered this
report and found it both positive and ambitious.

In the context of the public sector transformation agenda I will continue to engage with my
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to consideration, as
appropriate, of the post office network for transactional elements of the business of Govern-
ment Departments and Agencies and have stressed to my Government colleagues that the
network is ideally configured for over the counter transactions. I do not, however, consider it
necessary to establish an Inter-Departmental Group in relation to this or the recommendations
of the report from the IPU.

Overall, it is Government policy that An Post remains a strong and viable company, in a
position to provide a high quality, nationwide postal service and maintain a nationwide cus-
tomer focused network of post offices.

Programme for Government

442. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his priorities for the year ahead and the achievements from the Programme for
Government to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36207/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
achievements of my Department under the programme for Government are as set out Annual
Report 2012 as published by the Department of the Taoiseach. My priorities for the coming
year are to continue to build on these achievements in line with Government commitments
including:

— Delivering Energy Efficiency Strategy, Programmes and Funding Mechanisms for
business, public sector and domestic housing.

— Ensuring progressive delivery on Ireland’s legally binding EU renewable electricity,
heat and transport targets and supporting the economic development of onshore and
offshore renewable energy resources for the domestic and export markets.

— Ensuring security of energy supply through cost effective timely investment in energy
infrastructure and robust emergency planning for oil, gas and electricity.

— Leading and overseeing the regulatory and policy work to optimally position the All-
Island Single Energy Market and Common Arrangements for gas in the regional/EU
Internal Energy markets.

— Ensuring the competitiveness of energy costs for business and the consumer through
actions to address controllable costs.

— Developing a Next Generation Broadband Strategy.

— Roll out of high speed broadband to 200 second level schools.

— Developing a new Digital Strategy.

— Completing Analogue Switch-off.

— Ensuring the sustainable and productive management of our mineral, hydrocarbon
and other natural resources.
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Question No. 443 answered with Question No. 441.

Broadcasting Services

444. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources when the full extent of information sought will issue on foot of Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 63 of 29 November 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36495/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): As the
Deputy will be aware, following on from the publication of the BAI Report, and the Horgan
report into the circumstances surrounding the broadcast of the Mission to Prey documentary,
a series of measures were put in place to address the recommendations of both of these reports.
These measures include some major procedural and training developments within the broad-
caster, and build on some structural changes that were already in train. Furthermore, I have
established a process whereby RTÉ report directly to my Department on the implementation
of these measures on a quarterly basis to ensure the full and complete compliance with the
outcome of these two reports. The first of these quarterly reports is now complete, and I can
confirm that very significant progress has been made.

It remains my view that the approach being taken in the circumstances is the most appro-
priate and, in that regard, I can confirm that no consideration is being given to amending the
Broadcasting Act 2009 on foot of this matter.

Departmental Expenditure

445. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any
section of his Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group,
scheme or project in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following
headings, address, amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or
awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36535/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
following table outlines the details of monies spent directly by my Department on projects in
County Meath during the period in question. In relation to details of expenditure by bodies
under the aegis of my Department, this is, in the first instance, a matter for the bodies con-
cerned. I will ask that they supply the information to the Deputy.

In addition, I should mention that, as part of the Community Outreach Programme being
operated by The Wheel and which is aimed at providing information on digital switch-over to
more vulnerable households, a small amount of funding would be provided to the relevant
County Champion to cover their expenses in running this programme in the Meath area.

Table: Schemes funded by DCENR in County Meath from 1 January 2011 to date

Address Amount Purpose Details of scheme

County Meath VEC €44,550 To provide basic digital skills BenefIT 3 Digital Skills Grant
training Scheme

Meath Partnership €37,128 To provide basic digital skills BenefIT 3*** Digital Skills Grant
training Scheme

***Groups or locations in County Meath may also have benefited to some degree from funding through other
grantees — e.g. national organisations that were funded under BenefIT 3 scheme.

1253



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Ministerial Advisers

446. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his
Ministers of State since March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal
Officer Standard Scale; the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the
aforementioned Special Advisors since March 2011. [36600/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the table:

Name Post Date of Salary on Increase
Appointment appointment

Finbarr O’Malley Special Adviser to 28 March 2011 €83,337 (2nd point €86,604 (3rd point
Minister Principal Officer Principal Officer

Standard Scale) Standard Scale)

Simon Nugent Special Adviser to 11 April 2011 €97,200 None
Minister

Mr. O’Malley was awarded an increment on the Principal Officer Standard pay scale with effect
from 28 March 2012, following one year’s satisfactory performance in the post, in line with the
terms of his appointment. As Mr Nugent’s salary is not linked to a pay scale the awarding of
increments does not apply in his case.

Departmental Agencies

447. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to agen-
cies under his aegis were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36616/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Details
of the total number of board places, the remuneration applicable and the savings which would
occur in reducing the amount paid, is set out in tabular form below. The One Person One
Salary principle and voluntary waiver option have been brought to the attention of the Boards.
The issue of payment of fees and expenses is an operational matter for each agency.

Body/ Number Board Fee Fee if there was a Fee if there was a Fee if there was a
Regulator of Applicable 25% reduction 35% reduction 50% reduction

Members

An Post 15 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1
Chair: €31,500 Chair: €23,625 Chair: €20,475 Chair: €15,750
Director: €15,750 Director: €11,812.50 Director: €10,237.50 Director: €7,875

Bord Gáis 9 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1
Éireann Chair: €31,500 Chair: €23,625 Chair: €20,475 Chair: €15,750

Director: €15,750 Director: €11,812.50 Director: €10,237.50 Director: €7,875

Bord na 12 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2
Móna Chair: €21,600 Chair: €16,200 Chair: €14,040 Chair: €10,800

Director: €12,600 Director: €9,450 Director: €8,190 Director: €6,300

Broadcasting 9 Category 4 Category 4 Category 4 Category 4
Authority Chair: €8,978 Chair: €6,733.50 Chair: €5,835.70 Chair:€4,489
of Ireland Director: €5,985 Director: €4,488.75 Director: €3,890.25 Director: €2,992.50

Digital Hub **14 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3
Development Chair: €11,970 Chair: €8,977.50 Chair: €7,780.50 Chair: €5,985
Authority Director: €7,695 Director: €5,771.25 Director: €5,001.75 Director: €3,847.50
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Body/ Number Board Fee Fee if there was a Fee if there was a Fee if there was a
Regulator of Applicable 25% reduction 35% reduction 50% reduction

Members

EirGrid 10 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2
Chair: €21,600 Chair: €16,200 Chair: €14,040 Chair: €10,800
Director: €12,600 Director: €9,450 Director: €8,190 Director: €6,300

ESB 12 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1
Chair: €31,500 Chair: €23,625 Chair: €20,475 Chair: €15,750
Director: €15,750 Director:€11,812.50 Director:€10,237.50 Director:€7,875

Foyle, 12 *Category 3 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3
Carlingford Chair: €11,970 Chair: €8,977.50 Chair: €7,780.50 Chair: €5,985
and Irish Director: €7,695 Director: €5,771.25 Director: €5,001.75 Director: €3,847.50
Lights
Commission
(Loughs
Agency)

Inland 10 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3
Fisheries Chair: €11,970 Chair: €8,977.50 Chair: €7,780.50 Chair: €5,985
Ireland Director: €7,695 Director: €5,771.25 Director: €5,001.75 Director: €3,847.50

Irish National **5 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2
Petroleum Chair: €21,600 Chair: €16,200 Chair: €14,040 Chair: €10,800
Corporation Director: €12,600 Director: €9,450 Director: €8,190 Director: €6,300
Ltd

Mining Board 3 Fees per day/sitting Fees per day/sitting Fees per day/sitting Fees per day/sitting

National Oil **6 Category 4 Category 4 Category 4 Category 4
Reserves Chair: €8,978 Chair: €6,733.50 Chair: €5,835.70 Chair: €4,489
Agency Director: €5,985 Director: €4,488.75 Director: €3,890.25 Director: €2,992.50

Ordnance 10 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3
Survey Chair: €11,970 Chair: €8,977.50 Chair: €7,780.50 Chair: €5,985
Ireland Director: €7,695 Director: €5,771.25 Director: €5,001.75 Director: €3,847.50

RTÉ 12 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1 Category 1
Chair: €31,500 Chair: €23,625 Chair: €20,475 Chair: €15,750
Director: €15,750 Director: €11,812.50 Director: €10,237.50 Director: €7,875

TG4 12 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2 Category 2
Chair: €21,600 Chair: €16,200 Chair: €14,040 Chair: €10,800
Director: €12,600 Director: €9,450 Director: €8,190 Director: €6,300

Sustainable **12 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3 Category 3
Energy Chair: €11,970 Chair: €8,977.50 Chair: €7,780.50 Chair: €5,985
Authority Director: €7,695 Director: €5,771.25 Director: €5,001.75 Director: €3,847.50
of Ireland

*The Irish Exchequer pays half of the cost of Loughs Agency board fees
**Staff in my Department are on the Board and no fee is applicable to them

448. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies
under his aegis were capped at €100,000. [36632/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): There
would be no savings to the Exchequer from such a cap on CEOs of Commercial State Bodies
as these salaries are funded from the own resources of the companies in question.

In regard to Exchequer funded agencies I will write to the Deputy with the estimated gross
savings from the imposition of such a cap.

Departmental Contracts

449. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including
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but not limited to legal, consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the
company name and the amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36648/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): In the
time available, it has not been possible to identify and assemble the information requested. My
Department is in the process of identifying and assembling the information and I will revert to
the Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Staff

450. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department
or State agencies under his aegis. [36664/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): My
Department does not employ any agency staff. There are a number of contractors employed
in my Department on fixed term contracts related to specific programmes and I will write to
the Deputy with the Exchequer cost arising in these instances.

Information in respect of bodies and agencies under the aegis of my Department is a day to
day matter for those organisations and my Department does not have the information sought
by the Deputy. I will, however, request the relevant Agencies and bodies under the aegis of
my Department to respond directly to the Deputy in the matter.

Public Private Partnerships

451. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private
partnership projects in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and
the total projected amount of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36680/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): My
Department is not currently involved in any public private partnerships.

Departmental Contracts

452. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision
responsibilities of his Department outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service
outsourced over the past 12 months. [36696/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I wish
to advise the Deputy that in relation to my Department there are no public service provision
responsibilities outsourced to the private sector.

Departmental Expenditure

453. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending
of Budget 2012 allocations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36712/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I
assume the Deputy is referring to spending on payroll. No spending delays have occurred in
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the salaries budget of my Department. The Department will continue to manage staff numbers
in line with the Employment Control Framework while filling critical vacancies.

Departmental Agencies

454. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual
cost of each agency to the Exchequer. [36728/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I can
inform the Deputy that the number of Commercial State bodies and Non-Commercial State
bodies, including Regulators, under the aegis of my Department, is 18. In relation to cost, I
assume the Deputy is referring to payments made from my Department Vote to help meet the
running costs of Agencies. Details of payments to the Bodies on this basis is set out in tabular
form below.

Name of Body Status Exchequer Funding for 2012 €000s

An Post Commercial State Bodies *12,457

Bord Gáis Éireann —

Bord na Móna —

EirGrid —

Electricity Supply Board (ESB) —

Raidió Teilifís Éireann **185,724

TG4 32,750

Inland Fisheries Ireland Non-Commercial State Bodies 28,462

Digital Hub Development Agency 3,736

Foyle, Carlingford and Irish Lights 2,595
Commission (Loughs Agency)

National Oil Reserves Agency —

Irish National Petroleum —
Corporation

Mining Board —

Ordnance Survey Ireland 8,466

Sustainable Energy Authority of 8,265
Ireland

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland Regulators —

Commission for Energy Regulation

Commission for Communications
Regulation

*Vote neutral, payment for collection of the television licence fee.
**Grant to Raidió Telefís Éireann from Broadcasting Licence Fee Receipts (Grant-in-Aid) — (Vote neutral).

Departmental Staff

455. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his
Department since March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36744/12]

456. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his
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Department since March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal
abatement rules to not apply. [36760/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 455 and 456 together.

A Petroleum Exploration Specialist was re-employed in my Department for eight days in
April 2012 at a cost of €1,600. Normal abatement rules were applied in this case. Three former
public servants have been engaged in specific consultancy with my Department related to
specific projects, including periodic work since March of this year.

Departmental Expenditure

457. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012
budget. [36776/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): There
is a provision of €545,000 for Postal and Telecommunications Services for my Department, in
my Department’s Estimate (Vote 29) for 2012. Expenditure to date is €198,000.

Departmental Staff

458. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011;
the average number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by
Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total
across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in
tabular form. [36839/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the following tables:

Total Sick Days Taken

2009 2010 2011

Sick Days Taken 3,572.13 3,355.83 2,382.83

Average per Employee 11.49 11.98 8.83

Average Sick Days by Department Section

2009 2010 2011

Communications and Knowledge Society 15.9 21.24 13.68

Energy 10.95 9.59 7.06

Finance, Corporate Services and Natural Resources 15.78 11.26 7.48

Human Resource Management, Broadcasting and 10.79 9.21 10.15
Postal
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Median number of Sick Days By Section

2009 2010 2011

Communications and Knowledge Society 2.75 5 11

Energy 7 4 4

Finance, Corporate Services and Natural Resources 5.5 5 5

Human Resource Management, Broadcasting and 5 5 5
Postal

The different staffing levels in individual divisions and long term absences account for the
variance in statistics between the different divisions. In 2011 a combined (certified and
uncertified) total of 2,383 sick leave days were taken by Staff in my Department. This is a
reduction of 29% in days taken and a 21% reduction in cost in comparison with 2010 figures
mainly due to the implementation of an attendance management policy, which was
implemented in my Department in 2011.

Gas Exploration

459. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he is satisfied that supply from the Corrib gas field will become available on time
to assist with economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36875/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Ireland’s fiscal terms are tax based and the return to the State is linked directly to the profit-
ability of an individual oil or gas field. Profits from petroleum production arising from explor-
ation licences granted prior to 2007 are taxed at a rate of 25%. The direct financial return to
the State from the Corrib gas field will be through the 25% tax on profits. The level of profits
from the Corrib gas field will depend on a combination of factors including, the volume of
recoverable gas, the cost of developing and operating the infrastructure, the price of gas over
the life of the field, together with the timing and profile of production.

Completion of the Corrib gas field development works by the developer is the principal
factor that will determine the date for first gas. Pending such completion, it is not possible to
state a date for when gas from the Corrib gas field will become available. It is estimated that
construction of the onshore section of the pipeline, including the construction of a 5km tunnel,
which began last year, will take in the region of three years. First gas cannot therefore reason-
ably be anticipated before 2014.

The Corrib gas field will also strengthen Ireland’s security of energy supply and at peak
production will provide approximately 60% of Ireland’s annual gas needs. The Deputy might
also like to note that during its development phase the Corrib Project has contributed signifi-
cantly to creating employment in the Erris region.

Renewable Energy

460. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the extent to which native natural energy schemes have replaced imports over the
past five years to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36876/12]

462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the full extent of electricity now being generated by alternative or natural resources
as a percentage of total requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36878/12]
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468. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he is satisfied that this country will achieve EU targets in respect of alternative or
natural energy production; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36884/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 460, 462 and 468 together.

The 2009 Renewable Energy Directive sets Ireland a legally binding target of ensuring that
16% of all energy consumption is to be from renewable sources by 2020. This target has to be
achieved across the transport, heating and electricity sectors. This target, like all targets
assigned to other Member States, is challenging and the Government’s priority is to meet these
2020 targets in the most cost effective and economically sustainable manner possible. To
achieve this overall 16% target, Ireland has set out in its National Renewable Energy Action
Plan that it intends to achieve 40% in the electricity sector, 10% in the transport sector and
12% in the heat sector, which together make up the requisite 16%. According to the provisional
figures from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), at the end of 2011, 6.5% of
all energy consumed in Ireland was from renewable sources, up from 3.1% in 2005.

In terms of 2011, 17.6% of electricity consumed is provisionally estimated to be from renew-
able sources, with 40% required by 2020; 3.6% of transport energy was from renewables, with
10% required by 2020; and 5% of our heat energy was from renewables with 12% required by
2020. In terms of the trajectory for the electricity sector, our consumption of renewables was
at 9.4% in 2007, 11.1% in 2008, 13.7% in 2009, 14.8% in 2010 and an estimated 17.6% in 2011.
Further information can be found in SEAI’s Renewable Energy in Ireland 2011 report. 17.6%
of gross final consumption represents over 5,000 GWh of electricity in the Irish market in 2011.
The latest analysis from the SEAI shows that these alternative energy sources replaced over
12,000 GWh of electricity which otherwise would have been generated by conventional fuel.
This resulted in 21% less overall natural gas imports in 2011 (or 28% less gas for electricity
generation) and 0.3% less oil imports than would have been required if renewable energy
sources were not deployed. This would equate to approximately €300 million each year in
avoided imports of fossil fuels.

EirGrid’s latest data indicates that at the end of 2011, Ireland had about 1900MW of renew-
able generation on the grid. The latest modelling undertaken by SEAI indicates that, provided
we achieve our energy efficiency targets, capacity of around 4000MW of renewable generation
will be required on the system to deliver the 40% renewable electricity target by 2020. Through
its DS3 programme, EirGrid is working on the necessary operational changes required to the
grid to ensure that system security and stability are maintained, while catering for the signifi-
cantly increased amount of intermittent renewable generation to be incorporated into the elec-
tricity system by 2020. In addition to delivering on Ireland’s target for the domestic market the
possibility of renewable trade under the framework of the co-operation mechanisms provided
for in the Renewable Energy Directive is being pursued bilaterally with the UK. This aims to
develop the potential of exports of the output of certain wind electricity projects to the UK.
SEAI has estimated that the increase in electricity generation from renewable sources has
displaced fossil fuel imports resulted in primary energy avoided by 6,613 Gigawatt hours in
2006 to 12,431 Gigawatt hours in 2011. SEAI has estimated that this has saved €968 million in
avoided imports over the past five years.

461. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the full extent to which bio ethanol and bio diesel have been supported by way tax
or other incentivisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36877/12]
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Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): In 2005
and 2006, the Mineral Oil Tax Relief (MOTR) schemes, valued at over €200m in excise fore-
gone, were introduced as an interim measure to incentivise the use of biofuels in Ireland. Prior
to introduction of the schemes, market penetration of biofuels in Ireland was almost non exist-
ent. These schemes ended in 2010, with the introduction of the national Biofuel Obligation
Scheme.

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 to underpin delivery of the
mandatory EU target of 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020. The obligation currently
requires that the amount of biofuel brought to the market is not less than 4.166% of the
relevant disposal of petroleum road transport fuels. As a result in 2011, 145 million litres of
biofuel was placed on the market. This obligation will increase over time and by 2020 it will
require suppliers of road transport fuels to make certain that even higher volumes sold are
biofuel. This will ultimately create a market size of approaching 500 million litres of biofuel.

Question No. 462 answered with Question No. 460.

Broadcasting Sector

463. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he has received submissions from independent broadcasters wherein the disadvan-
tages under which they operate compared with the national broadcaster are highlighted; if he
directly or through the aegis of the regulator can anticipate legislative or regulatory changes
which might address the relevant issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36879/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I can
confirm that I have received submissions from the Independent Broadcasters of Ireland with
regard to their recent proposals which include suggestion to the effect that licence fee funds
be dispersed to independent broadcasters in recognition of their public sector output and that
RTÉ’s commercial operations be restricted.

It should be clear that these stations were founded as commercial operations with creating
a profit for their owners central to their objectives. Station owners sought and accepted licences
on clear commercial terms. In many cases, their success in the licence application process was
assisted by the voluntary commitments they gave in regard to the provision of public service
type content, over and above that required by the relevant legislation. The fact that some of
these stations are now undergoing an understandable degree of financial stress does not mean
that the State should immediately step in and provide public funds — they are and remain
commercial companies. Moreover, it should also be noted that their very popularity in the
communities they serve is, in many cases, as a distinct result of the local news content and
current affairs type programming that they provide and which, in turn, gives them a potentially
strong advertising presence and thus earning potential. As the economy recovers, it is to be
expected that this commercial pressure will ease as advertising revenues recover apace. Indeed,
the recent review of the radio sector carried out by the BAI reveals that the overall sus-
tainability of services is not in question, despite the challenging commercial situation that some
stations find themselves in.

In practical terms, EU State Aid rules provide a serious and unavoidable obstacle to the IBI
proposal. The Principle of Additionality means that State funding can only be provided to
companies where, in the absence of such funding, the service would not be delivered. The fact
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that the commercial broadcasters already provide a range of public service content voluntarily
would clearly rule out the provision of any state funds on this basis.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) is presently
engaged in the first ‘5 year review’ under Section 124 of the Broadcasting Act 2009. This
review, which builds on the single year reviews completed thus far, and will examine issues in
relation to Section 108 of the Act and the commercial funding of these corporations as well as
the impact of further ‘top slicing’ of the available licence fee fund. As such, I expect that it will
fully engage with questions around RTÉ’s presence in the advertising market, and the nature
of their commercial remit. I will, of course, consider any suggestions or recommendations that
may emanate from this around legislative change. Equally, I remain of the view that the existing
BAI Levy system is the most appropriate means by which that organisation should be funded,
and I see no compelling reason to change that position in the current circumstances.

Mobile Telephony

464. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he has received any complaints regarding the quality and extent of mobile tele-
phone service throughout the country; if the regulator is aware of such discrepancies; if it is
expected that remedial action will be taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36880/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I wish
to advise the Deputy that the management of the radio spectrum is a statutory function of the
Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) under the Communications Regu-
lation Act 2002, as amended. In accordance with this function and with its obligations under
national and EU law, ComReg designs and manages the assignment of radio spectrum, which
includes the imposition and enforcement of usage conditions. ComReg is independent in the
exercise of this spectrum management function. Accordingly, any complaints or queries about
the quality or extent of mobile telephone services should be addressed to ComReg.

Post Office Network

465. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he has received communication from the Post Masters’ Union or some post mas-
ters with specific reference to the potential alternative or extra utilisation of the post office
network in the aftermath of deregulation; if he will encourage directly or through the aegis of
An Post measures to expand the scale of services available while maintaining the core business
such as nationwide next day delivery backed up by counter services and ensuring that cherry
picking of the most lucrative sectors of the service is not allowed or facilitated; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36881/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): With
regard to the post office network, operational matters and the sustainability of the post office
network are a matter for the management and board of An Post and one in which I have no
statutory function. As shareholder, however, I do have a strong concern in relation to the
ongoing commercial position of the Company and I regularly liaise with the Company in this
regard. An Post has many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the country. I have
impressed on the Company the need to further exploit its unique position in this regard and
have been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income streams and to win a wider range of
commercial contracts offering higher margins. This strategy is bearing fruit with the enhanced
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arrangement with AIB and I fully support the Company’s strategy in this regard and its recent
heads of agreement with Aviva.

I recently met with the Irish Postmasters’ Union who presented me with a copy of the Grant
Thornton report, The Future of the Post Office Network in Ireland, which focuses on growing
the business to make the network more sustainable. I have read and considered this report and
found it both positive and ambitious. In the context of the public sector transformation agenda,
I will continue to engage with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
in relation to consideration, as appropriate, of the post office network for transactional
elements of the business of Government Departments and Agencies and have stressed to my
Government colleagues that the network is ideally configured for over the counter transactions.

In relation to postal services, the Government’s core policy goal for the postal sector is to
ensure that Irish customers, both business and residential, enjoy competitively priced, high
quality postal services. The Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Act 2011 has put in
place a robust and appropriate regulatory framework for the postal services market. While I
have overall responsibility for the postal sector, the Act charges the Commission for Communi-
cations Regulation (ComReg), as the postal regulator, with the promotion of the development
of the postal sector and particularly the availability of the universal postal service, the pro-
motion of the interests of users and the facilitation of the development of competition in the
sector. ComReg is in regular contact with my Department. Under the 2011 Act, An Post is
statutorily required, as the designated universal service provider, to provide a universal postal
service. The essential element of this obligation is the collection and delivery of mail to every
address in the State on every working day. The universal service obligation is a form of safety
net, ensuring by way of regulatory obligations that a minimum set of services is provided at an
affordable price for the benefit of all users, irrespective of their geographical location. It is a
fundamental principle of the regulatory framework for postal services and is an explicit require-
ment of the EU Postal Services Directive which has provided for the gradual and controlled
opening of the postal services market to competition. The Deputy may wish to note that the
Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Act of 2011 also makes provision for a compen-
sation mechanism, to be met by the postal industry, if it is found that the universal service
obligation is an unfair burden on the designated universal service provider.

Broadband Services

466. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources when he expects nationwide availability of broadband of speed and quality compar-
able to the best worldwide to become available here; the extent to which he has identified
obstacles to such progress; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36882/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): There
is a commitment in the Programme for Government to co-invest with the private sector and
commercial Semi State sector to provide Next Generation Broadband customer access and
associated fast speeds to every home and business in the State. The Next Generation Broad-
band Taskforce (NGBT) report, which I launched on 2 May last, will have an important role
to play in this regard. The Taskforce, which I chaired, comprised the CEOs of ten broadband
services providers. The industry participants included the major telecommunications companies
operating in the Irish market, as well as CEOs of some other companies that provide broad-
band services.

In launching the report, I also commenced a public consultation to allow all other interested
parties to comment on the document and to offer any additional or alternative proposals.
The public consultation closed in early June and more than 50 responses were received for
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consideration. Building on the work of the Taskforce and the responses received, it is my
intention to bring proposals for a National Broadband Plan to Government shortly with a view
to agreeing a comprehensive set of policy actions to underpin the provision of high speed
services on a national basis which will take due account of the NGBT report and the additional
responses received.

Petroleum and Gas Exploration

467. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the extent to which commercially viable oil, gas or other mineral finds on or offshore
have been detected arising from exploration licences issued in each of the past ten years to
date in 2012; if new exploration methods are being used; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36883/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): No
commercial discoveries of oil, gas or other minerals have been made either onshore or offshore
arising from exploration licences issued in the past ten years. While there have been incremen-
tal technology advances, no new exploration methods have been employed.

Question No. 468 answered with Question No. 460.

Information and Communications Technology

469. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he has sought or received any communication directly or through the regulator in
regard to the protective and security of IT throughout the country with particular reference to
recent experience in the banking sector; if it is expected that cyber protection is likely to receive
a higher priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36885/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
management of all aspects of any organisations IT systems is a matter primarily for the relevant
organisation itself. Where the organisation operates in a regulated sector there may be a duty
for that organisation to report any incidents in relation to the lack of performance of their IT
network to their regulator.

With respect to the recent experiences in the banking sector I believe the problem originated
with an implementation of a software upgrade and that it was not related to any cyber incident.
I understand that the banking sector, in 2006, established a forum to discuss and share infor-
mation on cyber threats. This forum reflects the priority being given to cyber protection. I also
understand that the banking industry have organised a number of conferences and structured
exercises where cyber threats and incidents are discussed and response plans are tested.

The issue of cyber security is also being addressed by the European Commission. The Com-
mission is currently bring forward proposals for an EU strategy on cyber security and a new
EU Regulation aimed at harmonising cyber capabilities across all Member States. My Depart-
ment will be working closely with the Commission in this regard. My Department also proposes
to publish a national strategy on cyber security later this year.

Household Charge

470. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the cost to the State of the household charge phoneline service and any other costs
accrued in promoting the charge or seeking payment such as advertising billboards. [36088/12]
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507. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the cost to the state of the household charge phoneline service and any other costs
accrued in promoting the charge or seeking payment such as advertising billboards. [36390/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 470 and 507 together.

The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government
(Household Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge.
The Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) is administering the household charge
system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils. The costs arising,
including those in relation to advertising, are a matter for the LGMA and the county and
city councils.

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge

471. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the number of properties registered for the non principle private residence
tax; the proportion this represents of all residential properties in the country; his views in the
level of compliance with the tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36788/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of local
authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences (NPPR). The charge is
set at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant proper-
ties in the State. As of 17 July 2012, the number of properties registered for the non-principal
private residence charges in 2012 was 273,163. The full year figure for 2011 was 330,652. The
majority of residential properties in the State are owner-occupied and as such would not be
liable for the NPPR. I am satisfied with the response to date to the legislation, which places
the onus on the owner of a property to assess his or her liability for the charge in the first
instance. However, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for the
relevant local authority and ultimately for the courts.

Unfinished Housing Developments

472. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the guidance in place for local authorities taking residential estates in
charge; if he will provide a breakdown by local authority area; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [35935/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In February 2008, my Department issued Circular Letter PD 1/08,
Taking in Charge of Residential Developments/Management Arrangements. The policy guid-
ance set out in this circular was subsequently incorporated into the Guidelines for Planning
Authorities on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas issued under section 28
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 in May 2009. The circular is available on my
Department’s website www.environ.ie.

A new local government service indicator in relation to taking in charge was introduced in
2008 onwards. Planning authorities are required to provide the following information in respect
of the previous year:
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• The number of residential estates for which the planning permission has expired in
respect of which formal written requests for taking in charge (from residents or
developers) were on hands at the beginning of the year;

• The number of estates that were taken in charge in the year in question;

• The total number of dwellings in these estates;

• The percentage of estates, where requests were made to be taken in charge, not com-
pleted to the satisfaction of the planning authority;

• The number of such estates in respect of which enforcement action was taken in the
year in question and/or the bond was called in; and

• The number of such estates in respect of which works were undertaken by the authority
to bring the estate to taking in charge standard.

In 2010, 321 estates were taken in charge. Further statistics on this issue, including a breakdown
by local authority area, are outlined in the 2010 Service Indicators Report which is available
to view and download at www.lgmsb.ie.

Local Authority Housing

473. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his plans to ensure that the interest rate cut is passed on to local authority mort-
gage holders. [35939/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Interest rates charged to local authority borrowers are determined
by the Board of the Housing Finance Agency (HFA). In determining these rates, the Board of
the Agency gives careful consideration to the fluctuating relationship between the rates at
which it can borrow and its lending rates. The HFA is required to operate on a break-even
basis and continues to provide extremely good value to local authority customers. I am acutely
conscious of the fact that a considerable number of local authority borrowers are already facing
difficulties in meeting their mortgage payments. However, local authority borrowers have ben-
efited from very significant easing of mortgage costs in recent years. The effective rate for local
authority borrowers since 9 November 2011 has been 3%. This has resulted in a differential of
almost 1.5% between the rate charged to local authority borrowers and the average variable
rate available from private lending institutions.

474. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the quantity of vacant housing stock that Carlow County Council have at their
disposal; the number of persons on their social housing waiting list; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [35941/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Local authorities provide information on the proportion of stock that
is vacant at the end of each year and this information is collated and published as part of the
annual Service Indicators in Local Authorities Report. Copies of the 2010 report are available
from the Local Government Management Services Board and may be downloaded from their
website (www.lgmsb.ie). Information on the number of households on local authority housing
waiting lists or information in relation to the number of vacant houses available for social
letting at any given time is not available in my Department. The number of households on
waiting lists continuously fluctuates according as households are allocated housing and new
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households apply for housing support. Detailed information on the latest statutory assessment
of housing need carried out in March 2011, including a breakdown by housing authority, is
available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie and on the Housing Agency’s website
at www.housing.ie.

Water and Sewerage Schemes

475. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding plans to provide a new sewerage scheme for Dunlavin,
County Wicklow; the timeframe for this project; the funding allocated for this project; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [35946/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Dunlavin Sewerage Scheme is included for funding in my Department’s Water Services
Investment Programme 2010-2013 as a scheme to start within the lifetime of the Programme.

My Department has approved Wicklow County Council’s Preliminary Report for the scheme.
Under the devolved procedures applying to the scheme the Council may progress the scheme
up to and including the seeking of tenders and I understand that the Council intend to complete
this process as quickly as possible.

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge

476. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if any waiver or exemption will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied)
for the non principal private residency; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[35953/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of local
authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The charge is set at
€200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties.
The Act places the onus on an owner of a residential property which is situated in the State to
assess his or her liability for the charge in the first instance.

The Act has a starting position of a universal liability for residential property in respect of
the charge. It goes on to exempt certain buildings and owners from this liability, the most
important exemption being where a property is occupied by the owner as his or her sole or
main residence on the liability date. Section 4(5) of the Act provides an exemption from the
charge, subject to certain conditions, where a person has to vacate a property due to long-term
mental or physical infirmity. Application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a
matter for the relevant local authority.

Departmental Properties

477. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the status and the history of negotiations between a club (details supplied) and
his Department in relation to a piece of foreshore land at Clonakilty, County Cork; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [35966/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): My
Department is in continuing engagement with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office in relation to
this case. It would not be appropriate to comment further at this time.
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Fire Service

478. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if emergency funding will be provided to fund a maintain a fully trained
and fully equipped fire service in Castlegregory; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [35972/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The
provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and maintenance of
a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises and the making
of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory function of individ-
ual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981.

Kerry County Council’s fire services are provided through a retained staffing system.
Retained fire-fighters are employees of fire authorities, and are organised to provide a full
professional fire service throughout the county, including Castlegregory and its hinterland. The
retained fires services are appropriately trained, equipped, supervised and operate to proper
procedures.

Unfinished Housing Developments

479. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his plans to complete unfinished common spaces such as roads in an area (details
supplied) in County Kerry which came under the ownership of the Minister for Finance follow-
ing the striking off of a company (details supplied) from the Register of Companies, as the
local authority are refusing to do so claiming it is private property. [35989/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The resolution of the various challenges presented by unfinished
developments is one of the major challenges faced by my Department and local authorities. I
am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Developments
(NCC) to oversee implementation of the Report of the Advisory Group on Unfinished Housing
Developments, together with the Government’s response to the recommendations. The NCC
includes representatives from the Irish Banking Federation, local authorities, the Housing and
Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA and the construction sector and real progress is
being made with regard to the public safety works required to improve the living conditions of
existing residents on some unfinished estates.

In addition, under the Public Safety Initiative (PSI), my Department has made allocations
totaling some €3.17 million to 21 local authorities from the funding made available to address
immediate public safety issues in 2011. The types of works that have been approved to date
under the PSI include the fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas, capping of pipes,
installation of street lighting and other works to secure sites.

A provision of €2m has been made for 2012 and my Department will be making further
allocations as applications are received from local authorities and assessed. To date, a total of
€1.726 million has been drawn down by local authorities. My Department has received no
applications for funding in relation to the development at Crotta Woods, Kilflynn, Co. Kerry,
and I have no direct remit in addressing the challenges presented by specific sites. Insofar as
any properties may be vested or held in trust under Section 28(2) of the State Property Act
1954, such matters are more appropriate to the Minister of Public Expenditure and Reform,
and my Department has no function in this regard.
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Traveller Accommodation

480. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding an application for redevelopment (details supplied); the
timeframe in which a decision will be made, funds to be released and work to commence; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36029/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the provisions of the Housing (Traveller
Accommodation) Act 1998, responsibility for the planning and implementation of Traveller
accommodation proposals is a matter for the relevant housing authority.

Proposals for the provision of 22 additional units of accommodation at Labre Park were
submitted by Dublin City Council in 2004. Following a detailed appraisal, approval in principle
to proceed with the scheme issued from my Department in 2008, subject to receipt of clarifica-
tion on a number of issues. However, revised proposals for the scheme were not advanced by
Dublin City Council. In the interim the City Council has had to address and manage consider-
able and serious issues of anti-social behaviour on the site, including arson attacks, illegal
dumping and vandalism.

My Department has provided funding for a number of initiatives at Labre Park designed to
improve conditions on site, including €97,458 for repairs to the CCTV system and demolition
works to secure an area of the site, €37,500 towards the cost of boundary fencing and a further
€136,298 for the provision of thirteen sanitary units providing pumped electric showers, sinks,
toilets and laundry facilities.

Local Authority Housing

481. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the position regarding houses built under the capital loan and subsidy
scheme prior to the introduction of the incremental purchase process; if legislation or a statu-
tory instrument is required in order to enable mainstream family homes, built under this
scheme, to be offered for sale to their tenants as is the case with other forms of social housing;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36032/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently examining, in consultation with the rel-
evant bodies, the future funding and governance arrangements for the voluntary and co-
operative housing sector. The need for any policy and legislative changes, including changes to
facilitate the sale to tenants of houses provided by approved housing bodies, will be considered
in the light of the outcome of this examination.

Community Development

482. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his views on whether there is a clear opportunity to develop a coherent local
development process which supports the delivery of the objectives set by the local and national
government; his further views on whether local development companies, partnerships, will play
a key role in supporting communities, coordinating, mobilising and delivering for communities
on local and national government policies. [36033/12]

484. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will support the partnership local development companies who enable an
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efficient and effective delivery of programmes, and importantly ensure that the community
have a direct input to articulating their needs and having these needs reflected in a programme
response by partnerships. [36035/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 482 and 484 together.

I believe there is a need for a more coherent and joined-up approach to service provision at
local level, which supports the priorities of both national and local government. To this end, I
established an expert Steering Group to provide me with proposals to develop greater align-
ment between local government and local development. The aim in this regard is to improve the
delivery of services for citizens at local level and achieve greater efficiency and effectiveness.

In my own consideration of these issues and, I believe, in that of the Steering Group, there
is a strong awareness of the valuable work of local development entities in their delivery of
services for communities. I believe it is important that, in the context of potential reforms, we
retain and develop community engagement and input to local and community development
programmes and processes. I am currently finalising my consideration of the Steering Group’s
final report with a view to determining the arrangements that will deliver the maximum benefit
for local communities.

483. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his views on whether, in any revision of the role of local area partnerships, full
consideration will be given to the diversity throughout Dublin city of the various communities
requiring benefits form social inclusion measures and that a considered restructuring should
only take place after due consultation and debates have ensued in this matter; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36034/12]

485. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his views that any proposed restructuring should reflect the demographics of the
local areas which, in this Deputy’s constituency’s case, will be as diverse as massive concen-
trations of social housing flat complexes in the south inner city to the urban sprawl areas, like
vast social housing schemes, like Cherry Orchard, Ballyfermot, whose social inclusion measures
will vary and request that the local area partnerships must operate around specific small com-
munities because of the diversity of demographics involved; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36036/12]

523. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the current plans for the Dublin Partnership companies, under the Local and
Community Development Programme; if he will confirm if there are plans to merge the com-
panies; if so, is he satisfied that the aims and objectives of the partnership companies will still
be attainable if they are merged; if he will outline the implications for funding, staff numbers
and existing projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36522/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 483, 485 and 523 together.

In order to achieve the best outcomes for our communities and citizens, it is important that
we examine the delivery arrangements and structures in place for exchequer and EU-funded
programmes. This includes programmes such as the Local and Community Development Prog-
ramme which my Department funds and manages in co-operation with Pobal, and which is
implemented by 51 local development companies throughout the country.
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An important part of this consideration was my establishment of an expert Steering Group
to consider options for a greater alignment of local government and local development, with a
view to improving the delivery of services for citizens at local level and achieving greater
efficiency and effectiveness. I am currently finalising my consideration of the Steering Group’s
final report.

The Steering Group’s interim report, published in December 2011, highlighted the need for
administrative, operational and spatial alignment of local and community development service
provision along local authority county/city boundaries, to enable greater ease of access and to
deliver more sustainable local services for citizens. In considering the final alignment proposals,
I will have regard to the need for arrangements that will deliver the maximum benefit for
communities and citizens. These arrangements will respect the diversity represented in all com-
munities, including those in the Dublin area, while also respecting and supporting the priorities
of key local and community development programmes.

Local development companies are independent companies and I am not in a position to
merge them. Issues around staffing are first and foremost a matter for the companies. My
Department, in conjunction with Pobal, contracts the companies for the delivery of the Local
and Community Development Programme and in the event of any changes to existing contrac-
tual arrangements, my key priority will be the efficient and effective achievement of the prog-
ramme’s objectives and the best outcomes for communities and citizens.

Question No. 484 answered with Question No. 482.

Question No. 485 answered with Question No. 483.

Septic Tank Registration Scheme

486. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding the Water Services Amendment Bill. [36081/12]

489. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the implications of the Water Services Amendment Bill for existing householders
on sites that are restricted in size and in which no extra ground is available to expand a septic
tank or to install a new percolation unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36180/12]

545. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the time frame for septic tank registration; the fee structure; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36856/12]

550. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the communication he has had with the Environmental Protection Agency and
An Taisce in relation to Domestic Waste Water Treatment regulations he recently announced;
if he is satisfied it meets the 2009 European Court of Justice Judgement; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36861/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 486, 489, 545 and 550 together.

The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 was signed by the President on 2 February.
Registration facilities (both on-line and by written application) have been available to owners
of domestic waste water treatment systems since 26 June on foot of the Domestic Waste Water
Treatment Systems (Registration) Regulations 2012, a copy of which are available in the
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Oireachtas library. Householders served by a domestic waste water treatment system have to
register their system by 1 February 2013. A reduced registration fee of €5 will apply to those
registering on or before 28 September 2012. The fee will then increase to €50.

A public consultation process on draft performance standards for domestic waste water treat-
ment systems was concluded on 30 March. In total, 165 submissions were received and these
included a submission from An Taisce. All submissions were thoroughly reviewed by my
Department in consultation with the Environmental Protection Agency and informed the prep-
aration of the Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems Regulations 2012 which I signed on
26 June 2012. I am satisfied that the Act and the associated regulations satisfactorily address
the legislative deficit highlighted by the European Court of Justice ruling against Ireland in
October 2009 and my Department continues to liaise closely with the EU Commission on
the case.

Inspections under the new legislation will commence in 2013. I have stated on many occasions
that there is no question of applying modern standards, such as those in the EPA’s 2009 Code
of Practice, to older domestic waste water treatment systems nor is there any question of
additional land being required to facilitate remediation work that might be required.

National Asset Management Agency

487. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if there will be any returns to the State or local authorities from the National
Assets Management Agency leasing initiative. [36084/12]

515. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of houses that have been transferred from National Asset Manage-
ment Agency into social housing and their location by county; the number of houses offered
by NAMA and their location by county; the number inspected and their location by county;
the criteria used for selecting eligible houses; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36417/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 487 and 515 together.

In December 2011 NAMA identified over 2,000 properties as being potentially available for
social housing. Since that announcement my Department, the Housing Agency and NAMA
have been working together with housing authorities and approved housing bodies towards
bringing NAMA units into social use. Housing authorities have been assessing the suitability
of the units identified with regard to location, local demand, the nature and type of the accom-
modation and sustainable communities’ principles. Of the original number, 701 have been
deemed unsuitable by housing authorities. A further 372 have been withdrawn, usually by
property owners, as circumstances have changed.

At present demand has been confirmed for nearly 1,200 units and these are currently being
processed. Discussion and negotiation has commenced in respect of these properties which are
at various stages of the appraisal and approval process. Inspection of properties, which takes
place in all cases, is a part of this process. Of the 1,200 properties for which local authorities
have demand, contracts are signed in respect of 58 units, 405 are being processed through the
approval stage and 719 are being appraised. There are no units operational at this stage;
however, it is expected that units will be tenanted in the second half of the year. NAMA
continues to work with a view to identifying additional units suitable for inclusion in the
programme.
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Building Regulations

488. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that legislation in countries such
as France and the Netherlands provided automatic registration to self-taught architects thor-
ough acquired rights; his views on whether self-taught architects from Ireland are discriminated
on in this instance; and his plans to remedy this problem [36178/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The regulation of the architectural profession in countries such as France and the Netherlands
is a matter for the competent authorities in those countries. In Ireland the arrangements for
the registration of the use of the title of architect are set out under Part 3 of the Building
Control Act 2007. A number of routes to registration are provided for in Sections 14, 15, 16
and 22 of the Act having regard to the differing approaches to gaining the requisite knowledge,
skills and experience adopted by individual applicants.

In relation to practically-trained architects, Section 22 includes a provision to address the
position of such persons who had already been providing architectural services in Ireland com-
mensurate with those understood as being provided by Architects for the purpose of the Build-
ing Control Act 2007 for a period of ten years at the time the Act became law. This provision
is transitional in nature and enables this category of persons to become registered once they
have been assessed as eligible for registration by the Technical Assessment Board in accordance
with the practical experience assessment procedure. In addition, Section 14(f) provides a per-
manent route to registration for practically trained persons who have 7 years appropriate practi-
cal experience and who have passed the prescribed register examination.

Taken in their totality the various routes to registration provided for under Part 3 of the Act
represent a registration process that is open, fair and transparent. The question of discrimi-
nation does not arise. The factual position is that specific provisions have been put in place to
ensure that practically trained architects can be included on the register for the purposes of
the Act. To date 31 practically trained persons have been deemed eligible for inclusion on the
register of architects. Of these, 6 underwent the technical assessment process and 25 underwent
the register admission examination. I would encourage all practically trained persons to pursue
the routes to registration which are currently open to them with a view to joining the small but
growing numbers of practically trained architects already on the register.

Question No. 489 answered with Question No. 486.

Community Development

490. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the schemes, functions and responsibilities that fall under the Community Section
of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36193/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The key objectives of my Department’s Community Division are to facilitate integrated
development at local level and foster vibrant, sustainable and inclusive communities; and to
support the Community and Voluntary Sector in its contribution to an active, democratic and
pluralist society.

In this regard, the Division is responsible for a range of programmes and initiatives to support
communities, including the Local and Community Development Programme, the LEADER
elements of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, the Seniors Alert Scheme, RAPID
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(Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) Programme, the Scheme to
Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary Sector and the Forum on
Philanthropy and Fundraising. The Division is also managing the process of alignment of the
local government and local development sectors, with a view to improving the delivery of
services for citizens at local level and achieving greater efficiency and effectiveness.

Other areas within the responsibility of my Department’s Community Division include:

• National Countryside Recreation Strategy, Walks Scheme and secretariat support to
Comhairle na Tuaithe;

• Remaining commitments under the CLÁR Programme and Rural Development Fund;

• Support for Volunteering, including support for the core costs of the network of 22
Volunteer Centres across the country and for other initiatives which promote and
support volunteering, such as Focus Ireland, Boardmatch, Young Social Innovators,
Chambers Ireland and First Step;

• Funding Scheme for Social Partnership, to cover costs directly related to their contri-
bution to policy-making in the social partnership process which is not funded by any
other source;

• Dormant Accounts Programme, including oversight of Dormant Accounts disburse-
ments and the co-ordination of proposals to Government for decisions in accordance
with the Dormant Accounts legislation;

• Community and Voluntary Fora, Engagement and Liaison with local authorities in
respect of range of local structures and services, including social inclusion units, joint
policing committees, county development boards, dog control, burial grounds;

• Administration and organisation of the National TidyTowns and related competitions;

• North/South EU Funding Programmes, namely PEACE III and Interreg IVA; and

• Responsibility for engagement with two non-commercial State Agencies, namely Irish
Water Safety and the Western Development Commission.

RAPID Programme

491. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if the RAPID Programme is still operational; the actions carried out under it in
2011 and to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36194/12]

492. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of money expended under the RAPID Programme in 2011 and the
allocation for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36195/12]

493. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government when the last meeting was held of the National Rapid Coordinating Committee;
if he attended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36196/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 491 to 493, inclusive, together.
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The RAPID Programme, which is still operational, aims to ensure that priority attention is
given to tackling the spatial concentration of poverty and social exclusion within designated
RAPID areas nationally. Pobal manage the RAPID programme on behalf of my Department.
My Department co-funds the RAPID Leverage Schemes, which are designed to support small
scale projects identified locally by Area Implementation Teams in each of the RAPID areas.
These schemes support projects that focus on estate enhancement, graffiti removal, traffic calm-
ing, community closed-circuit television, health and sports facilities and the provision of play-
groups. The following table lists the co-funding provided to RAPID areas (including small
grants paid to the Area Implementation Teams to support small-scale actions) by this Depart-
ment in 2011 and to date in 2012.

Scheme Paid in 2011 Paid to date in 2012

Playgrounds €66,000 0

Sports Capital Top-Up Grant €1,239,301 €317,984

Health Co-Fund €48,909 0

CCTV Measure €206,301 €44,378

Area Implementation Teams — Community Support €276,558 €260,000
Budget

Total €1,837,069 €622,362

Due to the current fiscal situation, my Department has focused on reducing outstanding funding
commitments under the Leverage Schemes by closing the schemes to all new funding appli-
cations and paying down existing commitments only. My Department is providing funding of
€4.15m this year to support the RAPID Programme. This includes funding towards the salary
costs of RAPID Coordinators, who are Local Authority staff. In addition, I have allocated
€440,000 (€88,000 per town) this year in Dormant Accounts funding for five provincial towns,
which were assigned RAPID status in 2009; these are Ballina, Dungarvan, Enniscorthy,
Mullingar and Rathkeale. In December 2010, Pobal, in consultation with the RAPID Area
Implementation Teams (AITs), recommended a number of capital projects in these towns.
Pobal recently contacted the relevant AITs, who, using their local knowledge and expertise,
have chosen the most important and effective projects which can be delivered this year from
the lists they have in place. The prioritised list has been approved by Government and the
beneficiaries will be advised shortly. Pobal is collating the necessary pre-contract/financial
information so that these projects can go to payment as soon as possible. The last meeting of
the National Rapid Coordinating Committee was held on 26 October 2010.

Programme for Government

494. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government his priorities for the year ahead and the achievements from the Programme
for Government to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36205/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): In
accordance with the Public Service Management Act 1997, my Department has published a
Statement of Strategy 2011-2014, which is available on the Department’s website — www.envi-
ron.ie. A full list of Programme for Government commitments for which my Department has
lead responsibility is included as an Appendix to the Statement of Strategy. The Strategy is
fully aligned with the Government for National Recovery Programme 2011-2016 and the com-
mitments contained in the EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support. By its nature, the State-
ment is a high level document setting out how the Department will, over the next three years,
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implement the Government’s high level policy objectives and Programme for Government
commitments, and progress its longer-term policy goals, as set out in the relevant National
Strategies. High level objectives, key strategies, outputs and context and impact indicators by
which performance will be measured have been set out in the Statement of Strategy. The
Revised Estimates for Public Services, published by the Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform in February 2012 (available on www.per.gov.ie) also detail the key output targets for
my Department.

The Department recently reported on progress in implementing its Strategy, including Prog-
ramme for Government commitments, in its 2011 Annual Report (also available on
www.environ.ie). In addition, an integrated annual progress report, under the Public Sector
(Croke Park) Agreement 2010-2014 for my Department and its agencies was published on my
Department’s website in May 2012 and it reports progress on certain Programme for Govern-
ment commitments. My Department also contributes to central reporting on specific Prog-
ramme for Government commitments. For example, my Department reported progress on
implementing Programme for Government commitments in the recently published Programme
for Government: Annual Report 2012, Year 1: Stability (available on www.taoiseach.gov.ie).

Local Authority Staff

495. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the reason for the delay in granting sanction to Dublin City Council for
two estate management workers which has been sought since January 2012. [36230/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the public service was introduced in March
2009 in response to the financial crisis. My Department operates a delegated sanction from the
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for implementation of the moratorium in
relation to local authorities, and any exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require
sanction from my Department.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each City and County Manager is
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. In this regard, it is a matter for
City and County Managers, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented
while the appropriate service levels are maintained.

My Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due
regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary con-
straints. In considering sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line services, and
economic issues are given precedence.

The staffing requests referred to are currently being processed.

Building Regulations

496. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if she will provide an update on the number of submissions received in the
public consultation for the draft Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2012; the steps
he proposes to take in response to the submissions received and when he hopes to enact these
regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36252/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
am determined to fulfil my commitment to provide for mandatory certification and the sub-
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mission of drawings which I have previously highlighted as key reforms necessary to improve
the quality of buildings and to further strengthen the regulatory regime. The public consultation
process in relation to the proposed Building Control (Amendment) Regulations concluded on
24 May 2012 and a total of 503 submissions were received by my Department. The Department
is currently reviewing all submissions received with a view to producing a final set of regulations
for signature into law. In line with standard arrangements my Department continues to engage
with stakeholders to ensure that the new regulatory regime will be clearly understood by all
concerned and can work well in practice. In particular, as indicated during the public consul-
tation process, a Code of Practice for persons assigned to inspect and certify construction works
is currently being prepared in consultation with industry stakeholders and will be available in
advance of the implementation of the proposed regulations.

The work outlined above is receiving priority attention in my Department and I anticipate
being in a position to conclude the process in the coming months.

Social and Affordable Housing

497. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 341 of 11 October 2011, the position
regarding the exemption of the clawback applying to homeowners who bought homes under
the affordable housing and shared ownership schemes prior to 2009; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36272/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is my intention that this matter will be addressed in the Residential
Tenancies Bill 2011, which will be published in the coming days.

Water and Sewerage Schemes

498. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide an update on the current situation of a sewage plant (details
supplied) in County Westmeath. [36277/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
There are no proposals with my Department for a sewerage scheme to serve Rathowen.
Responsibility for drawing up proposals for the improvement or extension of an existing
scheme, or the provision of a new scheme, rests with the relevant water services authority,
Westmeath County Council in this instance.

Port Development

499. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding sedimentation (details supplied) in Dublin 3 [36361/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is not aware of the matter referred to or of any
active plans to infill 52 acres of Dublin Bay but understands from the Department of Transport,
Tourism and Sport that in February 2012 Dublin Port Company published a masterplan out-
lining its vision for development over the period 2012-2040 which, while it did refer to a poten-
tial need for possible reclamation sometime in the future, is not a prescriptive roadmap for
development but rather an overarching vision of possible future infrastructure requirements
and options for consideration.
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Any such infill would require a foreshore license/lease from me as Minister for the Envir-
onment, Community and Local Government, as part of which process there would be full
consultation with the public and relevant statutory bodies.

Local Authority Services

500. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide a list of the local authorities who provide their members with
the ability to submit written questions for answer; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36369/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): My
Department does not have the information requested in the question. Notwithstanding that, it
is a required objective of every local authority to deal as expeditiously as may be with requests
for information by an elected member in accordance with a proper level of customer service.
It is up to each local authority, taking account of local circumstances together with custom
and practice, to make its own arrangements in responding to requests for information from
its members.

Social and Affordable Housing

501. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the current average cost of building a social housing unit. [36384/12]

502. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide an estimated cost of building 5,000 social housing units across
the State over a 12 month period. [36385/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 501 and 502 together.

Given the move away from large-scale and resource-intensive social housing construction
programmes by local authorities and the consequent absence of representative tender prices,
there is no evidence-base to support the compilation of accurate costings for the construction
of social houses. However, based on the most recent proposals received from 32 local auth-
orities for the construction of some 185 social houses, by way of small infill developments, the
average cost of providing a social housing unit is around €162,000. These figures are, for the
most part, based on cost estimates for a range of house types and actual cost may only be
determined once tenders have been received.

Local Authority Housing

503. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the figure for the average return on rent from a local authority housing unit.
[36386/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing and
planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those data are
available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie. Data on the average weekly rent of
local authority dwellings up to 2009 are included within that range. I expect that data for 2010
and 2011 will be published in the Autumn.
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Departmental Staff

504. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of money that would be saved if wages in his Department were capped
at €100,000 per annum. [36387/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): All
matters relating to the rates of pay of civil servants are dealt with at central level by my
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

However, there would be gross savings of approx €500,000 per annum, inclusive of
Employer’s PRSI, if salaries in my Department were capped at €100,000 per annum.

Departmental Agencies

505. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of money that would be saved if wages in agencies under his auspices
and paid by the State were capped at €100,000 per annum. [36388/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The specific information requested is not held by my Department.

506. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of money that would be saved if wages in local authorities were
capped at €100,000 per annum. [36389/12]

526. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the annual saving to the State if all City and Council Managers annual
salary was capped at €100,000. [36567/12]

527. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the annual saving to the State if all local authority pay was capped at
€100,000. [36568/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 506, 526 and 527 together.

The numbers of persons in receipt of salaries in excess of €100,000 in local authorities (at 30
June 2011) on a whole time equivalent basis (WTE) was two hundred and nineteen. Infor-
mation regarding potential cost savings which could arise if these salaries were reduced is not
available in my Department.

Question No. 507 answered with Question No. 470.

Departmental Expenditure

508. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount spent on telephones by his Department during 2010, 2011 and
2012. [36391/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The amount spent on the purchase of telephones by my Department for 2010, 2011, and 2012
is set out as follows:
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Year 2010 2011 2012

Mobile phones €4,755.64 €1,928.56 €1,641.51

Desk phones Nil €17,997.16 Nil

509. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of telephones that were purchased by his Department in the years
2010, 2011, 2012; the number of staff allocated these phones; if each staff member has their
mobile phone bill paid by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36392/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Details of the number of mobile telephones that were purchased by my Department in the
years 2010, 2011, 2012 and the number of staff allocated the phones are set out as follows:

2010 2011 2012

Number of mobile phones purchased 125 83 52

Number of staff allocated phones 124 78 52

Note: The table above includes the purchase of replacement mobile phones.

My Department utilises the Government Framework Agreement for mobile voice and data
services which provides very competitive fixed monthly rates. Mobile phone bills are paid by
my Department and a policy is in place for staff to reimburse charges for non-official calls
where the monthly fixed charges are exceeded. The number of staff that are currently provided
with a mobile phone by the Department is 245.

510. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount spent on furniture in the years 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36393/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Expenditure on furniture for my Department for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012 is set out in
the following table:

Year Expenditure

2010 €25,214.56

2011 €22,723.81

2012 €27,822.98

Departmental Staff

511. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the items that may be claimed by staff in his Department for travel and subsist-
ence, and incidental expenses; the average payment to staff members in expenses; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36394/12]
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The average payment to 407 Departmental staff who have claimed travel and subsistence pay-
ments up to end June 2012 was €1,607.69.

Any member of staff employed on official business away from their headquarters can claim
travel and subsistence expenses. An officer may only be reimbursed expenditure necessarily
incurred in the course of official duty away from home or headquarters.

General regulations governing the payment of travel and subsistence allowances are con-
tained in Department of Finance Circular 11/82 of 5/07/1982. The current travel and subsistence
rates for staff on domestic and foreign official business are set out in the Department of Finance
Circulars 07/2009 of 5 March 2009 and 04/2010 of 25 January 2010, respectively.

Departmental Expenditure

512. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount spent on office machinery by his Department between 2009 and
2012. [36395/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The amount spent on Office Machinery by my Department in the period concerned is
€1,505,445. This includes information and communications technology and other ancillary
equipment.

513. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the details of all foreign travel undertaken by staff in his Department during each
of the last three years. [36396/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The costs of foreign travel undertaken by the staff of my Department for the years 2009, 2010
and 2011 were €405,775.06, €374,701.79 and € 415,026.99 respectively, including costs for the
staff in Met Éireann but excluding costs for the heritage functions which transferred to the
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 2011.

Further details of those costs are not readily available and, given the extent of international
business conducted by my Department, would require a disproportionate amount of staff time
and resources to compile.

Unfinished Housing Developments

514. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the level of funding provided to Cavan County Council in respect of improvement
works to unfinished housing estates in 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36398/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Public Safety Initiative for Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments my Department has made allocations totalling some €3.17 million to 21 local auth-
orities from the funding allocation made available to address immediate public safety issues.
The types of works that have been approved to date include the fencing off of unsecured and
hazardous areas, capping of pipes, installation of street lighting and other works to secure sites.

A provision of €2m has been made for 2012 and my Department will be making further
allocations as applications are received from local authorities and assessed. To date, a total of
€1.726 million has been drawn down by local authorities.
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Funding requests from Cavan County Council totalling €224,521.34 have been approved to
date, of which €106,201.98 has been drawn down.

Question No. 515 answered with Question No. 487.

Planning Issues

516. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the number of applications being made for the
extension of planning permission ; the number thereof that have been granted; and the period
of extension granted per local authority since the enactment of the Planning and Development
(Amendment) Act 2010 and specifically section 28 therein. [36423/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing and
planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those data are
available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie. Data on the number of applications
made under Section 28 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 and the
numbers granted and refused are included within that range. Data on the period of extension
granted are not collected. 2011 data are still being finalised and I would hope to publish them
soon.

Housing Grants

517. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will make additional funding available to Westmeath County Council for
grant aid in respect of housing aid for the elderly, housing adaption grants and mobility aid
grant. [36436/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Exchequer allocations totalling over €54 million were notified to local
authorities in respect of the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes on 28 February 2012. Of this,
some €790,524 was allocated to Westmeath County Council. To date €95,315.20 or 12% of this
has been drawn down by Westmeath County Council, facilitating the payment of 31 grants.

My Department monitors expenditure under these schemes on an ongoing basis and any
savings, resulting from an under-spend by local authorities of their 2012 allocation, will be
made available for re-allocation to authorities whose allocations have been fully spent. To date
there has been no request from Westmeath County Council for additional funding under the
grant schemes.

Property Registration Authority

518. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he is considering creating a property price register for commercial property,
similar to the residential property price register that is currently in development; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36459/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
have no proposals to create a price register for commercial property.

EU Directives

519. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
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Government the percentage of Ireland’s rivers and lakes that are fully functioning ecosystems;
his plans to ensure compliance with EU directives in this area; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36515/12]

521. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the progress being made to tackle water pollution from sewage treatment works,
industrial processes and other sources; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36517/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 519 and 521 together.

The Water Framework Directive aims to establish a common framework for the protection
of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater. The Directive
requires surface waters to be classified into one of five classes — high, good, moderate, poor
or bad according to their ecological status which is defined as an expression of the quality of
the structure and functioning of aquatic ecosystems.

The overall aim of the Directive is to maintain high and good status waters where they exist
and to restore waters that do not support aquatic ecosystems adequately. The EPA’s recently
published report Ireland’s Environment 2012 — An Assessment, shows that approximately
71% of river channel is at high or good status while 46.6% of lakes monitored are at high or
good status.

These figures compare favourably with those in other EU countries but challenges remain if
the ambitious aim of the Directive is to be achieved. The main pressures on water quality
in Ireland stem from municipal wastewater treatment plants and diffuse sources, particularly
agricultural activities and a programme of measures is in place to address these pressures.

Good progress has been made in recent years by water services authorities in the provision
and management of wastewater services in their areas. This progress has been possible through
high levels of investment coupled with new legislation on the licensing of wastewater treat-
ment plants.

Over €5.5 billion in Exchequer resources has been invested between 2000 and 2011 in water
services infrastructure. In the same period, 341 wastewater treatment schemes and contracts
were completed. This has led to an increase in treatment capacity equivalent to the needs of
population of almost 3.9 million. Ireland is currently about 93% compliant with the 2005 dead-
line of the EU Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive requiring secondary treatment for dis-
charges from agglomerations above certain specified size thresholds, compared with 25% in
2000.

When the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013 was published in 2010, it
detailed 59 wastewater contracts in progress with a value of €500 million and 161 contracts to
be progressed to construction over the period of the Programme, with a value of just over €1
billion. A further 94 wastewater schemes were listed for work to be undertaken on the earlier
planning stages of those schemes. Following a review of this Programme in 2011, a further 8
wastewater contracts to be progressed were added, together with 3 additional schemes to pro-
ceed through planning. Significant progress is being made in advancing these schemes and
contracts.

The Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007-2010 provide for an authoris-
ation system for all wastewater discharges to waters from treatment plants or collection systems
owned or controlled by local authorities. The purpose of the authorisation system is to prevent
and reduce pollution of waters by wastewater discharges. As part of the authorisation process,

1283



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

the EPA can place conditions on the operation of individual plants and systems and it can set
emission limit values for the discharges.

Pollution from agricultural sources has been targeted through significant investment by farm-
ers and the State under the Farm Waste Management Scheme and by the implementation of
the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations
2010. Pollution from domestic waste water systems is being addressed by the requirements of
the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 and I anticipate that the implementation of the
new registration and inspection system will contribute to further improvements in water quality.

Water Quality

520. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the extent to which over abstraction of water from rivers is a problem in the State;
his plans to deal to deal with this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36516/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Ireland, generally, has an abundant natural water resource with a water exploitation index, i.e.
the percentage of long-term renewable resources abstracted, well below 10% according to the
European Environment Agency. However, a number of individual surface water and
groundwater bodies are known to have been impacted by over-abstraction.

The Local Government (Water Pollution) Regulations 1978 require local authorities to main-
tain a register of water abstractions greater than 25 cubic metres per day but there is no
comprehensive national register of water abstractions. Compliance with the 1978 regulations
has been variable and as a result, information on the exact number of abstraction points and
their location as well as the volume of abstractions is not complete.

For this reason and because Article 11(3)(e) of the Water Framework Directive obliges
Member States to implement controls over abstractions, including a register of abstractions
and a system of prior authorisation, I intend, subject to Government approval, to bring forward
legislation next year to address the situation. As a first step, my Department will commence a
public consultation on the matter in the autumn.

Question No. 521 answered with Question No. 519.

Homelessness Strategy

522. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will work with the Department for Social Protection to help prevent young
people becoming homeless who have turned eighteen years of age and are seeking to live
independently from their parents’ home but have no permanent address and may in some cases
only have a homeless shelter which is not suitable for making an application for housing as it
is necessary in most cases to be on the approved housing list before one can obtain payment
from Department of Social Protection in relation to a supplementary welfare for accom-
modation as the income they would receive from Social Protection would not be sufficient to
cover accommodation as well as living; if he will take steps to prevent people in this category
becoming homeless; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36519/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 468 17 July 2012.

The Programme for Government committed to reviewing the national homelessness strategy
and to implementing a housing led approach to homelessness. The draft of the review report
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is being considered by my Department and was presented recently to the Cross Departmental
Team on Homelessness, which includes a representative from the Department of Social Protec-
tion, and the Homeless Consultative Committee for consultation. The review will take account
of demands on existing housing and will assess how best to continue providing services in a
manner consistent with the elimination of existing homelessness and to ensure more effective
prevention strategies. On its conclusion, I will be indicating what I expect from housing auth-
orities and other stakeholders in accelerating progress towards realising the ambition of elimin-
ating involuntary long-term homelessness.

Question No. 523 answered with Question No. 483.

Departmental Expenditure

524. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by
any section of his Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group,
scheme or project in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following
headings, address, amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or
awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36538/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): My
Department is responsible for a wide range of programmes, including in the areas of housing,
water services, environmental protection, local government services, and community and
rural development.

Each year my Department makes a large volume of payments to numerous organisations
and individuals under these programmes. The information requested is not readily available in
my Department and its compilation would involve a disproportionate amount of time and
work. If the Deputy wishes to put down a more specific question in the area of funding from
my Department, or to communicate separately with me, I will endeavour to provide the infor-
mation sought.

Local Government Reform

525. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government when he will publish the local government reforms; if these reforms include a
reduction in the number of elected members and a redrawing of the local electoral boundaries;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36554/12]

551. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his timeframe for local government reform; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36862/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 525 and 551 together.

The Government’s broad policy approach in this area was set out in the Programme for
Government. In line with this, I intend to bring proposals to Government shortly for an exten-
sive programme of local government reform. Subject to the Government’s decisions, I propose
to publish a comprehensive action programme setting out a clear vision for the future of local
government and proposals to achieve it, with particular focus on strengthening structures at
regional, county and sub-county levels; expanding the role of local government; maximising
operational and organisational efficiency; improving governance and oversight; local political
and executive leadership; and citizen engagement.
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The reform programme will also reflect other work under way in relation to various aspects
of local government, including local authority mergers, efficiency implementation, local govern-
ment funding and alignment of local and community development with local government. The
decisions to merge local authorities in Limerick and Tipperary will give rise to a review of local
electoral areas in these counties and subject to the final shape of the decisions by Government,
the wider policy proposals being brought forward will also give rise to an examination of local
electoral boundaries.

Questions Nos. 526 and 527 answered with Question No. 506.

528. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if the former Waterford County Manager has been retained by him to
undertake a study; if so, if he will confirm the full remuneration this person will receive over
the duration of the study; the amount of time the study will take to complete; and if the normal
pension abatement rules apply. [36575/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The County and City Managers’ Association (CCMA) has established a dedicated Programme
Management Office (PMO) to support public service reform in the local government sector
and implementation of the Report of the Local Government Efficiency Review Group. The
PMO is headed by former Waterford County Manager, Ray O’ Dwyer, and is staffed from
existing local authority staffing resources on a secondment basis. A stipend of €11,750 per
annum is currently being paid in respect of Mr. O’Dwyer’s work for the PMO. Normal pension
abatement rules apply, and I am advised that abatement does not arise in this instance on
account of the stipend amount.

Ministerial Advisers

529. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his
Ministers of State since March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal
Officer Standard Scale; the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the
aforementioned Special Advisors since March 2011. [36603/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The information requested is set out in the following table:

Office Special Adviser Sanctioned Salary on Salary increases since
appointment € appointment* €

Minister Hogan Claire Langton 80,051 3,286

Sean McKeown 92,672 None

Minister of State O’Sullivan Aidan Culhane 80,051 3,286

*In line with the Instructions on Ministerial Appointments for the 31st Dáil, both Ms. Langton and Mr. Culhane
were appointed on the first point of the Principal Officer (Standard Scale). The increase in salary relates to
increments awarded to them on the 1st anniversary of their appointment, bringing them both to the second point
of the Principal Officer (Standard Scale) Mr. McKeown was appointed on the maximum point of the Principal
Officer (Standard Scale) in light of his particular employment/salary circumstances at the time of his appointment.

Under the Public Service Management Act 1997 and in line with the Instructions on Ministerial
Appointments for the 31st Dáil, Ministers of State who regularly attend Cabinet may appoint
a maximum of two Special Advisers. In this regard Minister of State O’Sullivan, who regularly
attends Cabinet, is currently arranging for the appointment of a second Special Adviser.
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Departmental Agencies

530. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members fees paid to
agencies under his aegis were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36619/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The fees applicable with respect to each Board under the aegis of my Department are set out
in the following table.

Agency/Body Post Number Remuneration (Salary
Comparator / Annual Fee /

Per Diem Fees)

An Chomhairle Leabharlanna Chairperson 1 €8,978

Member 12 Nil

Building Regulations Advisory Body (BRAB) Chairperson 1 €8,978

Member 24 Nil

Dublin Docklands Development Authority Chairperson 1 €20,520

Member 7 €11,970

Housing Finance Agency Chairperson 1 €11,970

Member 10 €7,695

Irish Water Safety Chairperson 1 €8,978

Member 11 Nil

Housing and Sustainable Communities Chairperson 1 €11,970
Agency Member 5 €7,695

Limerick Regeneration Agencies Chairperson 1 €8,978

(per agency) Member 16 €5,985

LGMSB / LGCSB Chairperson 1 Nil

Member 10 Nil

National Traveller Accommodation Chairperson 1 €8,978
Consultative Committee Member 11 Nil

Private Residential Tenancies Board / Rent Those PRTB / Rent Tribunal members of the Board who are
Tribunal entitled to Board fees are paid such fees on an attendance basis

only. Details regarding the scale of fees and the amounts paid
are published in the annual reports of the PRTB.

Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Chairperson 1 €11,970
(RPII) Member 11 €7,695

Western Development Commission Chairperson 1 8,978

Member 11 5,985

An Bord Pleanála Chairperson 1 PPC Rate: €189,474
Non PCC Rate: €180,000

Deputy Chair 1 PPC Rate: €133,387
Non PCC Rate: €126,718

Member 6 PPC Rate: €116,935
Non PCC Rate: €111,214

Environmental Protection Agency Director General 1 PPC Rate: €164,464
Non PPC: €156,240

Directors 3 Salary Scales
PPC Rate: €127,588

-€145,952
Non-PPC Rate: €121,208

-€138,655
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Reference to remuneration for chairs and members of Boards is to the level of fee to which
they are entitled. Where public servants are appointed to Boards, no fees are payable. In this
regard, public servants make up over half of the combined membership of the Boards of agen-
cies under my Department’s aegis.

From 1 May 2009, fees were reduced by 10% in line with the Government decision to revise
the fees for non-executive chairpersons and members of boards of state bodies.

From 1 January 2010, fees were further reduced in line with the Financial Emergency
Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009.

Earlier this year my Department contacted State Agencies under its aegis requesting that
Board members be offered the option to waive fees on a discretionary basis.

The Boards of An Bord Pleanála and the Environmental Protection Agency are executive
in nature and the members are full-time salaried positions.

As part of an ambitious rationalisation programme State agencies under the aegis of my
Department are being reduced from 21 to 11.

531. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies
under his aegis were capped at €100,000. [36635/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The remuneration of the Chief Executive Officers, or equivalents, of the non commercial semi-
state bodies is sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Savings of approximately €173,957 (non ppc rates) to €225,933 (ppc rates) could potentially
be achieved if the salaries of Chief Executives Officers under the aegis of my Department are
capped at €100,000 per annum.

Departmental Expenditure

532. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including
but not limited to legal, consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the
company name and the amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36651/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): My
Department is responsible for a wide range of programmes, including in the areas of housing,
water services, environmental protection, local government services, and community and rural
development. This responsibility brings with it at times the need to engage external professional
expertise where this is considered essential to support the development and implementation of
efficient and effective programmes. The information requested would involve a dispro-
portionate amount of time and work. If the Deputy wishes to put down a more specific question
on this issue, or to communicate separately with me, I will endeavour to provide the infor-
mation sought.

Departmental Staff

533. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Depart-
ment or State agencies under his aegis. [36667/12]
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): My
Department does not employ any agency staff. The provision of services by agency staff to
State bodies, if and where it arises, is a matter for each State body as part of day to day
management and operations.

Public Private Partnerships

534. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide in tabular format a list of his Departments public private
partnership projects in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and
the total projected amount of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36683/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Information in relation to water services PPP projects in excess of €20 million is set out in the
table below. Information in relation to water services PPP projects with a value below €20
million or in relation to any other PPP projects for which the Department is responsible is
being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy.

Name of Project Scope of Project Total Exchequer
expenditure 1

Waste Water Treatment Projects

Dublin Bay treatment plant DBOM 232.6m

Wexford treatment plant DBOM 18.4m

Cork treatment plant DBOM 68.1m

Balbriggan / Skerries treatment plant DBOM 20.6m

South Tipperary treatment plant group DBOM 13.4m

Dungarvan treatment plant DBOM 12.2m

Sligo treatment plant DBOM 17m

Donegal (A) treatment plant group DBOM 25.2m

Waterford treatment plant DBOM 26.1m

Meath Villages treatment plant group DBOM 25.5m

Mullingar treatment plant DBOM 16.5m

Castlebar treatment plant DBOM 11.4m

Bray/Shanganagh treatment plant DBOM 56.4m

Wicklow treatment plant DBOM 14.4m

Tullamore treatment plant DBOM 15.7m

Portrane/Donabate/Rush/Lusk treatment plant group DBOM 34.2m

Letterkenny treatment plant DBOM 25.2m

Water Treatment Projects

Clareville water treatment project DBOM 16.7m

Barrow Abstraction — Srowland Treatment plant DBOM 24m
1This table shows the Exchequer contribution paid towards the projects. In the water and wastewater sector, many
PPP projects are procured on a design, build, operate and maintain (DBOM) basis. In these cases, the Exchequer
provides up-front capital funding so there are no capital or financing costs to be paid back over the life of the
project. Annual operating costs (paid by the relevant local authorities) are based on the volume of water/wastewater
arriving for treatment.

Departmental Contracts

535. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision
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responsibilities of his Department outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service
outsourced over the past 12 months. [36699/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The information requested is set out in the following table:

Service provider Public service Cost

OKI Resources ICT helpdesk support €300,011

Various Local Development Companies Implementation of the National €746,663
Countryside Recreation Strategy and The
Walks Scheme

Departmental Expenditure

536. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending
of Budget 2012 allocations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36715/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Revised Estimates for Public Services 2012 , published by the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform in February 2012, detail a gross current expenditure provision of €467
million in 2012 in respect of my Department. Current expenditure to the end of June 2012 is
€204 million which is less than 2% behind the spending profile for mid-year.

Departmental Agencies

537. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual
cost of each agency to the Exchequer. [36731/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Agencies currently operating under the aegis of my Department are as follows:

• An Bord Pleanála

• An Chomhairle Leabharlanna

• Dublin Docklands Development Authority

• Environmental Protection Agency

• Housing Finance Agency

• Irish Water Safety

• Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency

• Limerick Northside Regeneration Agency

• Limerick Southside Regeneration Agency

• Local Government Computer Services Board

• Local Government Management Services Board
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• Private Residential Tenancies Board

• Radiological Protection Institute Ireland

• Western Development Commission

• Building Regulations Advisory Board

• National Traveler Accommodation Consultative Committee

The Local Government Management Services Board, the Local Government Computer
Services Board and An Chomhairle Leabharlanna are being dissolved with functions being
transferred to the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA). The work of the Fire
Services Council has been absorbed into the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency
Management within the Department.

The Affordable Homes Partnership will be dissolved and its functions, as well as those of
the Centre for Housing Research and the National Building Agency, have been merged into
the Interim Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency (IHSCA). The Housing and Sus-
tainable Communities Agency (HSCA) is currently operating on an administrative basis.

The LGMA and the HSCA are being formally established under the provisions of the Local
Government Services (Corporate Bodies) Acts 1971 to 2012. The Corporate Bodies Acts were
recently amended by the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2012.

The Dublin Docklands Development Authority will be wound down over the next 18 months.

Pobal is a not-for-profit private company limited by guarantee with charitable status which
manages programmes on behalf of the Irish Government and the EU.

Information on the projected expenditure for Exchequer funded agencies under the aegis of
my department is published in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2012. The summary
table of Exchequer expenditure of non-commercial state agencies shows the provisional outturn
for 2011 and the estimated expenditure for 2012.

Departmental Staff

538. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his
Department since March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36747/12]

539. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by
his Department since March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where
normal abatement rules to not apply. [36763/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 538 and 539 together.

Retired civil and public servants are engaged from time to time by my Department in areas
where specific expertise is required for a short fixed period, and relevant retired officials
provide a level of knowledge, experience and background compatible with such requirements.

The abatement principle, which ensures that the fee paid plus pension does not exceed the
rate of pay the pensioner would receive if he/she had continued service in their former post,
applies to all such payments made. The tasks carried out include time bound tasks or projects
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such as membership of expert groups, occasional service on interview boards, value for money
reviews and process audits.

In the period since March 2012, no retired civil or public official has been re-employed by
my Department. In the same period, no retired civil or public servant has been retained by my
Department on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis.

Departmental Expenditure

540. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government if he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012
budget. [36779/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The allocation for the telecommunications budget in my Department for 2012 is €1,095,000.
Expenditure from this budget covers the costs of telephony services such as rental of fixed
voice and data lines, connections to the Government Virtual Private Network (VPN), broad-
band, mobile voice and data, telephonists, upgrading and replacement of telephony equipment
and the maintenance and support contracts on telecommunications equipment.

Water Services

541. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the potential savings that can be made through an all-island approach to water
treatment. [36819/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Water Framework Directive requires Member States to coordinate their efforts in relation
to international river basin districts with the aim of producing a single international manage-
ment plan. Work on development of the international river basin management plans for the
North-Western and Neagh-Bann districts was marked by close coordination between the auth-
orities in Ireland and Northern Ireland including agreeing on programmes of measures to
address water quality issues on both side of the border. The basis for this coordination of effort
is the 1999 British-Irish Agreement that established the North South Ministerial Council which
is specifically mandated to promote cooperation in the area of water quality management. The
primary means of coordination is through the North-South Working Group on Water Quality
which is supported by a number of technical working groups with representatives from the
implementing authorities in Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Insofar as the provision of water services on a cross-border basis is concerned, it is a matter
in the first instance for the water services authorities in the border region to co-operate with
each other in the provision of water services where this is feasible and cost effective. Because
of the distance between such services north and south of the border there is very limited scope
for such co-operation.

Homelessness Strategy

542. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the potential savings that can be made through an all-island approach to home-
lessness. [36825/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department maintains good ongoing contact with its counterparts

1292



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

in Northern Ireland in relation to housing matters generally, including homelessness. While I
have no plans to introduce an all-Ireland homelessness strategy the scope for all-Ireland
approaches on particular issues and exchange of information and good practice will be borne
in mind in the context of these contacts and in the review of the national homeless strategy
generally. The strategic objectives of the recently published Homeless Strategy for Northern
Ireland 2012-2017 align with many of the policy objectives outlined in The Way Home: A
Strategy to Address Adult Homelessness in Ireland 2008-2013.

They both recognise the importance of adopting a housing led approach, reducing the
amount of time spent in homeless services, eliminating the need to sleep rough and the need
to place prevention at the forefront of service delivery.

The Programme for Government committed to reviewing the National Homeless Strategy,
The Way Home 2008-2013 and to implementing a housing led approach to homelessness and
work on the review is almost complete. The review will take account of demands on existing
housing and will assess how best to continue providing services in a manner consistent with the
elimination of existing homelessness and to ensure more effective prevention strategies. On its
conclusion, I will be indicating what I expect from housing authorities and other stakeholders
in accelerating progress towards realising the ambition of eliminating involuntary long-term
homelessness.

Marine Resources

543. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government when he will be publishing a Marine Spatial Strategy; if he intends to review
the National Spatial Strategy and incorporate the Marine Spatial Strategy within this Plan; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36835/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Responsibility for marine matters is spread across a number of Departments and agencies and,
in recognition of the need for better coordination on marine matters, a Marine Coordination
Group comprising senior civil servants from the relevant Departments and chaired by the
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has been overseeing the development of an
integrated marine plan for Ireland which is expected to be published shortly. The plan will
provide a new momentum for growth in the marine area and will identify a range of actions to
be implemented to deliver the Plan including an appropriate Maritime Spatial Planning Frame-
work for Ireland.

In addition, and in keeping with commitments in the Programme for Government, work on
the general scheme of a Bill to modernise the foreshore consent system and integrate it within
the wider planning system is being progressed by my Department. The aim is to complete this
work in the second half of the year and to arrange, subject to Government approval, for the
drafting of the Bill as quickly as possible thereafter.

My Department has lead responsibility for implementation of the Marine Strategy Frame-
work Directive (MSFD), a major piece of EU legislation that requires Member States to
achieve good environmental status in the marine environment by the year 2020 at the latest.
Good environmental status in the marine environment means that the seas are clean, healthy
and productive and that human use of the marine environment is maintained at a sustainable
level. The preliminary work on Ireland’s initial assessment under the MSFD is underway. This
work will provide an accurate picture of the environmental status of our marine waters so that
appropriate targets can be set in pursuit of good environmental status. As part of the initial
assessment, an atlas of the Irish marine environment will be developed which will include the
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collation of all relevant marine environmental datasets (e.g. on marine habitats, seabed geology,
contaminant mapping, etc.) into a central geographical data and information system.

Departmental Staff

544. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011;
the average number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by
Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total
across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in
tabular form. [36842/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Information in relation to number of sick days taken by staff, the average number of sick days
per employee and the median number of sick days per employee across my Department is set
out in the following table:

2009 2010 2011

Days lost due to sick leave 9,231 8,466 7,304

Average no of sick days per employee 8.15 7.58 7.79

Median number of sick days per employee 2 1 2

Figures for 2011 should be taken in the context of a reduction in staff numbers (approx 235
FTE) with effect from 1 May 2011 due to the changes in the Transfer of Functions (Heritage
and Community).

The information sought in the question on sick leave broken down by Department section
in each of the years is not readily available and would require a disproportionate amount of
staff time and resources to compile.

Question No. 545 answered with Question No. 486.

Household Charge

546. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the total number of households who have paid the household charge to date in
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36857/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for the
household charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1
January 2012 is liable to pay the €100 household charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled
to claim a waiver. The household charge is on a self-assessment basis and it is a matter for an
owner of a residential property on the liability date to determine if he/she has a liability and,
if so, to declare that liability and pay the household charge.

The Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) is administering the household
charge system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils. I understand
from data provided by the LGMA that as of 13 July 2012, a total of 986,676 declarations had
been received in respect of the household charge. 17,993 of these households have claimed a
waiver from the charge.
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547. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of households that have been contacted about not paying the house-
hold charge; and the steps that will be taken on ensuring future payment. [36858/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge.

I am informed that between 2 and 13 July, reminder letters in respect of 101,284 non-com-
pliant addresses were issued by local authorities nationwide. It is intended that a second
reminder letter will issue between 7 and 20 August in respect of households that have not paid
the charge and a final reminder letter between 10 and 21 September.

The Act places the household charge under the care and management of the local authorities
and application of the legislative provisions in particular circumstances is a matter for the
relevant local authority. Interpretation of the legislation is a matter for legal advice in individual
cases and ultimately a matter for the courts.

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge

548. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of persons who have paid the non-principal residency tax in 2010,
2011, and to date in 2012; and the total revenue raised in 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012.
[36859/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The information requested is set out in the table below:

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge (NPPR)As at 17 July 2012

Year Number of persons who have paid Income €
charge

2010 185,796 72,866,840

2011 186,357 69,559,840

2012 to date 158,927 54,802,160

549. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of persons who have paid multiple non-principal residency tax pay-
ments in 2010, 2011, and to date in 2012. [36860/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The information requested is set out in the table below:

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge (NPPR)As at 17 July 2012

Year Number of persons who have paid for two or more
properties

2010 48,693

2011 48,106

2012 to date 40,791
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Question No. 550 answered with Question No. 486.

Question No. 551 answered with Question No. 525.

Property Taxation

552. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the timeframe for the publication of the Thornhill report on Property Tax; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36863/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
An independently-chaired Inter-Departmental Expert Group was established to consider the
structures and modalities for an equitable valuation-based property tax.

The Group has recently completed its work and submitted its report to me. The approach
to the report will be considered by the Government in due course.

Derelict Sites

553. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide figures pertaining to the amount of derelict sites as defined by
the Derelict Sites Act 1990 at present here, broken down by local authority area and length of
time registered as derelict as recorded by local authorities. [36865/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Derelict Sites Act 1990, local authorities are required to
maintain a derelict sites register, which includes the name and address of each owner and
occupier, where these can be ascertained by reasonable enquiry, of any land which, in the
opinion of the local authority, is a derelict site. The register is kept at the offices of the local
authority and is available for inspection at the offices of the authority during office hours.

Local authorities are currently in the process of submitting updated statistical information
regarding derelict sites within their functional areas to my Department and summary data on
the numbers of derelict sites registered by each local authority at end-2011 will be available in
due course.

554. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of notices issued by local authorities under Section 3 of the Local
Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 in respect of dangerous buildings over the period
2002-2012, as recorded by local authorities, broken down by the local authority area; the years
in which notices were issued and length of time registered as derelict before the notice under
Section 3 of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 was issued. [36866/12]

555. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of notices issued by local authorities under Section 3 of the Local
Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 in respect of dangerous buildings over the period
2002-2012, as recorded by local authorities in which local authorities undertook the works
requested due to non-compliance or difficulties on behalf of the owner of the structures, broken
down by year of which notices were issued; the local authority area and length of notice of
dereliction before the notice in relation to dangerous structures was issued. [36867/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 554 and 555 together.
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My Department does not hold the information requested.

House Prices

556. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the register
of residential house prices envisaged in discussions with the Troika will commence; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36078/12]

559. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe for the
operation of the property sales register; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36864/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
556 and 559 together.

I can inform the Deputy that Section 86 of the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011
provides that the Property Services Regulatory Authority shall prepare and maintain a register
of residential property sales prices in the State. I am advised by the Authority that it expects
to publish the register by the end of September 2012. It is anticipated that the residential
property sales prices register will comprise a database searchable by a number of criteria includ-
ing address of property, value of property, by county, city or town. The information which will
be contained in the database will be the full address of the property, its sale price and date of
sale. The register will, at the outset, cover all sales between 1 January 2010 to date of publi-
cation. It is anticipated that the information will be updated regularly and will be current within
30 days of the actual date of sale of the property.

Data Protection

557. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions he
has had with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on the potential impacts and
additional costs the EU Commission’s proposed General Data Protection Regulation 2012/0011
with impose on employers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36110/12]

558. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions and
consultations he has had with business and other interested groups on the impact the EU
Commission’s proposed General Data Protection Regulation 2012/0011 will have on the main-
tenance and treatment of employee data; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36111/12]

566. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions he has
had with the Department for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on the impacts on business of
the EU Commission’s proposed General Data Protection Regulation 2012/0011; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36112/12]

567. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has conveyed any
reservations or observations to the EU Council Presidency regarding the EU Commission’s
proposed General Data Protection Regulation 2012/0011; if he will set out these observations
and reservations in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36113/12]

568. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he plans to make a
call for public submissions, as the UK Justice Department has done, on the EU Commission’s
proposed General Data Protection Regulation 2012/0011; if not, the way he proposes to consult
with interested groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36114/12]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
557, 558 and 566 to 568, inclusive, together.

The position is that I launched a public consultation process on the EU Commission’s Pro-
posal for a General Data Protection Regulation in March in order to inform the negotiations
on the proposals at EU level. Submissions were received from a range of bodies and are being
examined in my Department at present.

The negotiations on the Commission’s proposals are ongoing at EU level and are still at an
early stage.

Question No. 559 answered with Question No. 556.

Deportation Orders

560. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of aged
out foreign national young persons who had been in the care of the State prior to reaching the
age of 18 years against whom deportation orders have been made and or against whom deport-
ation orders have been executed each year for the past 10 years in tabular form; the number
of years each young person had been in the State prior to becoming aged out and or deported,
if applicable; the nationality of each young person; the country to which each was deported, if
applicable; if each young person had originally entered the State with or without a parent of
guardian; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36892/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
the details requested by him are not recorded by my Department in a manner as would enable
me to readily provide him with such information. It is not possible to disaggregate the details
of every person deported for the last 10 years to ascertain, in consultation with the Health
Service Executive (HSE), whether such persons had ever been in the care of the HSE. The
Deputy will appreciate that the extraction and compilation of such information would require
my officials in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) to individually examine
thousands of files and consult with the HSE and I could not justify the deflection of such
officials from their day to day work to assemble this information.

Child Protection

561. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the resources
that will be made available to assist the family court system in view of the increase in referrals
and legal cases that will be caused by mandatory reporting of child protection concerns; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [35936/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Several pieces of legislation have
implications in terms of mandatory reporting of child protection concerns. The Criminal Justice
(Withholding of information on offences against children and vulnerable adults) Act 2012
which is due to be commenced shortly will make it an offence for a person to fail to notify the
Garda Síochána if they know or believe that a serious offence has been committed against a
child or vulnerable person.

Separately, my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs has announced that
she is preparing legislation to place the Children First Guidelines on a statutory basis. Under
this proposed legislation organisations and named professionals will have statutory responsi-
bility to report information about abuse or significant neglect to the Health Service Executive.
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It is anticipated that any legal cases arising from the reporting requirements under either
piece of legislation would likely impact on the criminal court rather than the family courts. It
is not envisaged that the legislation will have any significant impact on the caseload of the
family court system. I am conscious, however, that increases in referrals would have impli-
cations for other services concerned with child protection.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government, at its meeting on 17 July 2012, approved,
in principle, proposals for a number of major reforms to our courts structures which will, in
due course, require the holding of a Constitutional referendum. The proposed reforms would,
if approved by the People in a referendum, facilitate the establishment of a new separate
Family Courts structure.

Naturalisation Applications

562. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consult with
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service regarding a visa application in respect of a person
(details supplied) [35956/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizenship
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a
certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in
October, 2008.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant
meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and
lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. In that
regard a letter issued on the 25th June 2012 giving an update on the status of this case.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their
application without delay. Considerable resources are deployed to process applications and
these resources together with the necessary administrative arrangements are kept under review.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship
through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Garda Policing Plan

563. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the impact that
the assessment process being undertaken on the demands placed on each Garda District and
station in the country will have on a station within a Garda Division (details supplied) in
County Meath; the likely date for the conclusion of these assessments; if there will be any
public consultation on this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35971/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is cur-
rently engaged in an assessment of the potential for improved efficiencies in the structure and
organisation of the Garda Síochána as part of the preparation of the draft policing plan for
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[Deputy Alan Shatter.]

2013, which under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 is due to be submitted to me by the end of
October this year.

While I expect that the policing plan for 2013 will contain proposals for the further rationalis-
ation of Garda stations and Districts, it would be premature, in advance of its submission, to
speculate on specific measures which it might contain.

Registration of Title

564. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing an issue with the Land Registry Office (details supplied). [36003/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that under
the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority (PRA) was
established as and from 4 November 2006. The PRA replaces the Registrar of Deeds and Titles
as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, subject to the
above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

The Deputy will be aware of the service to T.D.s and Senators which provides information
on the current status of applications, such as the subject of this question, which was introduced
in May 2006. The service provides a speedier, more efficient and more cost effective alternative
to submitting Parliamentary Questions. It is operated by the PRA and is available all year
round.

I can further inform the Deputy that his query has been forwarded to the PRA for attention
and direct reply via the above mentioned service.

Drug Seizures

565. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
details of the number of drug seizures in Cork City and county for each of the years 2009, 2010,
2011 and to date in 2012; and the quantity, type and value of drug seizures involved. [36097/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Set out in the table below is the
most recently available data, as provided by the Garda authorities, in relation to the infor-
mation requested. The table sets out details of the drug type, quantity and estimated street
value of drugs seized in the Cork city and county areas for the period 1 January 2007 to 1
April 2011.

The information has been compiled on the basis of cases reported to the Forensic Science
Laboratory for Cork City, Cork North and Cork West Garda Divisions.

I have requested that the Garda authorities provide any further available data in respect of
the remaining period for 2011 and for 2012. I will arrange for this further information to be
forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.
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Cork City Garda Division — Drug seizure data 2007-2010

2010 2009 2008 2007

Drug Type Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street
Value € Value € Value € Value €

Cannabis 45,708.726 grams 547,504.71 23,921.932 grams 287,063.18 110,769.997 221,539.99 65,692.869 grams 131,385.73
grams

Cannabis Resin 64,299.466 grams 385,796.80 19,967.38 grams 119,804.28 65,643.045 grams 459,501.31 19,640.033 grams 137,480.23

Cannabis Plants 68 27,200.00 1,184 plants 473,600 — — — —

Heroin 436.482 grams 65,472.30 3,051.646 grams 457,746.90 960.089 grams 192,017.80 1,050.786 grams 210,157.20

Cocaine 2,737.289grams 191,610.23 3,805.424grams 266,379.68 8,061.992 grams 564,339.44 17,656.636 grams 1,235,964.52

Ecstasy 12 tablets 60.00 147.789 grams 7,389.45 25,969.49 grams 259,694.90 9,738.507 grams 97,385.07

Amphetamine 184.304 grams 2,764.56 140.313 grams 2,104.69 48.75 grams 731.25 232.709 grams 3,490.63

BZP 18 tablets 90.00 735.551 grams 36,777.55 — — — —

Total Value €1,220,498.60 €1,650,865.73 €1,697,824.69 €1,815,863.38
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Cork North Garda Division — Drug seizure data 2007-2010

2010 2009 2008 2007

Drug Type Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street
Value € Value € Value € Value €

Cannabis 2,516.753 grams 30,201.04 2,631.095 grams 31,573.14 32,221.875 grams 64,443.75 2,376.472 grams 4,752.94

Cannabis Resin 179.529 grams 1,077.17 1,523.598 grams 9,141.58 1,011.757 grams 7,082.29 1,783.428 grams 12,483.99

Cannabis Plants 60 plants 24,000.00 37 plants 14,800.00 — — — —

Heroin — — 45.779 grams 6,866.85 5.936 grams 1,187.20 1.194 grams 238.80

Cocaine 274.394 grams 19,207.58 498.434 grams 34,890.38 3,678.031 grams 257,462.17 261.718 grams 18,320.26

Ecstasy — — 6 tablets 30.00 3,018.175 grams 30,181.75 2,785 tablets 27,850.00

Amphetamine 0.181 grams 2.71 33.399 grams 500.98 68.789 grams 1,031.83 2,756.078 grams 41,341.17

BZP 11,294 tablets 56,470 100 tablets 500.00 — — — —

Total Value €130,958.50 €98,302.93 €361,388.99 €104,987.161302
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Cork West Garda Division — Drug seizure data 2007-2010

2010 2009 2008 2007

Drug Type Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street Quantity Estimated Street
Value € Value € Value € Value €

Cannabis 4,578.587 grams 54,943.04 3,442.941 grams 41,315.29 3,377.509 grams 6,755.01 607.157 grams 1,214.31

Cannabis Resin 517.71 grams 3,106.26 170.575 grams 1,023.45 265.362 grams 1,857.53 160.893 grams 1,126.25

Cannabis Plants 224 plants 89,600.00 948.2 plants 379,280.00 — — — —

Heroin — — 146.429 grams 21,964.35 4.001 grams 800.20 1,005.081 grams 201,016.20

Cocaine 45.125 grams 3,158.75 33.819 grams 2,367.33 152.245 grams 10,675.15 1,529,850.038 107,089,502.66
grams

Ecstasy — — 2 tablets €10.00 404.214 grams 4,042.14 1,562.787 grams 15,627.87

Amphetamine 16.37 grams 245.55 .353 grams 5.44 27.624 grams 414.36 16.001 grams 240.01

BZP 471 tablets 2,355.00 413 tablets 2,065.00 — — — —

Total Value €153,408.60 €448,030.86 €24,544.39 €107,308,727.30
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Cork City, Cork North and Cork West Garda Divisions — Drug Seizure data for 2011(up to and including 1 April)

Drug Seizures in Cork City, North Cork and West Cork Garda Divisions 2011

Cork City Cork North Cork West

Drug Type Quantity Value* Quantity Value* Quantity Value*

Cannabis 1,518.245 grams €18,218.94 2,230.85 grams €26,770.20 2,701.829 grams €32,421.95

CannabisResin 484.962 grams €2,909.77 — — 423.601 grams €2,541.61

CannabisPlants 33 plants €13,200.00 — — 39 plants €15,600.00

Heroin — — — — — —

Cocaine 3.31 grams €231.70 361.6 grams €25,312.00 5.447 grams €381.29

Ecstasy — — — — — —

Amphetamine — — — — — —

BZP — — — — 3,579 tablets €17,895.00

Total Value €34,560.41 €52,082.20 €68,839.85

*Notes
-All statistics provided are deemed to be operational and may change
-The Forensic Science Laboratory advises that there may be some cases, comprising large quantities of cannabis/cannabis resin cases, where a suspected offender has not been
identified, which have not been subject of detailed analysis by the FSL and for which a specific weight has not been determined.
-The number of cannabis plants does not reflect the total number detected as only a sample of the plants are sent for analysis for practical reasons.
-BZP was designated a controlled substance on 31 March 2009.
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Questions Nos. 566 to 568, inclusive, answered with Question No. 557.

Garda Stations

569. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Garda
Station at Ballygar, County Galway will re-open; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36153/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of replacement
and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is based on agreed priorities established by An
Garda Síochána. The programme is progressed in co-operation with the Office of Public Works,
who have responsibility for capital expenditure in respect of Garda accommodation.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that a contract for repair works in respect of Ballygar
Station has recently been awarded by the Office of Public Works and that the relevant works
are expected to be completed within a month.

Garda Reserve

570. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
former members of An Garda Síochána that are in the Reserves; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36154/12]

574. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to recent
replies in relation to the Garda Reserve, the number of retired members of An Garda Síochana
that have applied to join and joined the Garda Reserve since its foundation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36213/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
570 and 574 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that one former member of An Garda Síochána
applied to join and joined the Garda Reserve.

Garda Stations

571. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm his
commitment that there will be no downgrading to district stations at the Garda stations at
Mullingar, Granard, Longford and Athlone [36155/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that
under the Garda Síochána Acts 2005-2007, the Commissioner is required to submit, before
November of each year, a policing plan for the forthcoming year. Any proposals for the closure
of Garda stations or the altering of Regional or Divisional boundaries must be set out in that
plan. While the Policing Plan for 2013 has not yet been submitted to me, I expect that it will
contain measures to address the ongoing issue of rationalisation of the Garda station network.
It would therefore be premature to speculate on specific measures which this might involve.

Irish Prison Service

572. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of spending
on sports equipment in each prison in both 2010 and 2011; the corresponding figure for balls;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36177/12]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that the
financial records of the Irish Prison Service show the following breakdown of expenditure on
sports equipment and footballs in each prison during 2010 and 2011. The breakdown for balls
in the table below refers to footballs only, it is not possible to include the figure for other balls
e.g. snooker balls, tennis balls, pool balls etc.

The Deputy will appreciate there are significant benefits to be gained from involvement in
physical education be it in a community setting or in the prison environment. In the prison
setting physical education affords prisoners the opportunity to take control of one aspect of
their daily life, their physical well-being, with the potential knock-on effect of increasing their
motivation and confidence to tackle other identified issues such as substance abuse, taking up
education or work / training opportunities.

It is also recognised that physical education, sport and recreation plays a significant role in
the management of prison life by providing positive outlets for energy.

Prison 2011 Expenditure on 2011 Expenditure on 2010 Expenditure on 2010 Expenditure on
Sports Equipment € Footballs € Sports Equipment € Footballs €

Mountjoy 52,172 5,440 74,402 436

Mountjoy Women’s 2,894 1,343 9,798 109
Prison

St. Patrick’s 8,614 2,686 3,377 218

Training Unit 2,467 1,396 12,530 109

Arbour Hill 4,540 1,465 12,501 251

Portlaoise 17.391 348 32,776 816

Midlands 65,745 3,851 57,950 1,392

Cork 23,952 10,043 53,403 8,776

Limerick 19,482 10,339 42,887 5,854

Shelton Abbey 15,329 n/a 8,986 123

Castlerea 12,296 n/a 49,034 3,956

Wheatfield 41,760 1,486 47,641 1,124

Loughan House 3,468 45 30,299 256

Cloverhill 17,673 7,260 44,857 12,431

All 2011 expenditure figures are provisional at this stage pending finalisation of the Appropri-
ation Account.

Garda Investigations

573. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position
regarding the Garda investigations into rogue bankers and Anglo Irish Bank; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36209/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner has
advised me that the Garda investigations in relation to Anglo Irish Bank are substantially
complete. A number of Garda investigation files have been submitted to the Director of Public
Prosecutions and her independent directions are awaited. A full investigation team remains
employed at the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation to conduct necessary follow up enquiries.
The Garda Commissioner has assured me that this work is receiving absolute priority.

Question No. 574 answered with Question No. 570.
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Crime Statistics

575. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
persons convicted of a scheduled offence under the Sex Offenders Act 2001 in the years 2008,
2009, 2010 and 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36218/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics
Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit for this
purpose. I have requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

Sex Offender Treatment Programme

576. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the plans, if any,
he has to make 25% remission for convicted sex offenders dependent on participation in prison
treatment programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36219/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The granting of sentence remission
is a feature of many prison systems worldwide and has been a feature of the Irish criminal
justice system since the foundation of the State. Indeed our Courts are aware of the statutory
entitlement to remission when passing sentence. I am finalising details regarding membership
and terms of reference for the establishment of an all encompassing strategic review of penal
policy which would incorporate an examination and analysis of all aspects of penal policy
including prevention, sentencing policies, alternatives to custody, accommodation and regimes,
support for reintegration and rehabilitation and the issue of female prisoners. The general issue
of remission, including its use in the context of sexual offenders, will fall within the remit of
that review and I will await their recommendations before making any decision on this matter.

Crime Prevention

577. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he will
be taking to stop the recent increase in armed robberies; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36227/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): While I am of course concerned
about the incidents referred to by the Deputy, it is important to note that the most recent
recorded crime statistics report an overall reduction in robberies of more than 8% over the
preceding 12 months.

There are very strong laws in place to deal with gang and armed crime and criminals are
being brought before the courts on a regular basis by the Gardaí and substantial sentences
handed down. I have made it clear that I will review any proposals for improvement to the
laws in this area. While the existing laws are of great assistance to the Gardaí, I have already
asked that the organised crime measures contained in the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act
2009 be examined to see if these provisions can be strengthened. I also recently moved motions
in the Dáil and Seanad to renew these provisions to ensure they remain available to the Gardaí.

I am in regular contact with the Garda Commissioner on all aspects of crime and public
safety and met with him this week to discuss crime issues, including these recent incidents.
Garda investigations are underway into the robberies referred to, arrests have been made and
the Garda Commissioner has indicated publicly that he is confident that good progress will be
made in these investigations. I have every confidence in the capacity and determination of An
Garda Síochána to confront this type of criminality and bring those involved to justice.
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578. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ensure
that there is a multi agency approach to dealing with the increase in crime in Dublin; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36231/12]

589. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans, if any to
establish a Dublin crime task force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36410/12]

590. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to combat
the spate of urban crime for recent weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36411/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
578, 589 and 590 together.

While concerns about crime are fully understandable they should be seen in the context of
a fall in most categories of recorded crime, including homicide, public order and assault over
the past year. Robust policing measures are in place to respond to concerns about urban crime.
These include the designation of certain areas as hotspots for criminality and additional high
visibility patrols being directed by local Garda management.

Insofar as calls for a Dublin crime task force are concerned, the position is that a high
visibility policing initiative has been introduced in the Dublin area by the Garda authorities.
Special operations are also in place, such as Operation Stilts, which deals with anti-social behav-
iour and drug dealing on the boardwalk, the north quays and adjacent areas, and Operation
Pier which focuses on reducing incidents of public disorder in the Temple Bar area.

Calls for a special task force also overlook the work of the Joint Policing Committees, which
include the Gardaí and local authorities, and which are designed to bring about a coordinated
approach between the various agencies to the problem of crime. As the Deputy may be aware,
I have initiated a review of the operation of the JPCs and all interested parties will have an
opportunity to contribute to that process.

I also am in regular engagement with all relevant stakeholders in addressing crime issues,
for example, in my work with the outgoing Lord Mayor of Dublin’s commission on anti-social
behaviour and in the development with Government colleagues of effective responses to the
problems of alcohol and drug abuse at the root of much violent street crime. I have also met
recently with members of the Dublin City Business Improvement District to discuss their con-
cerns about anti-social behaviour in the city and have further discussed these concerns with the
Commissioner. There are undoubtedly many challenges faced in addressing urban crime in
Ireland, challenges faced in cities throughout the world, but I am not persuaded that the sol-
utions lie in establishing new task forces or other bureaucratic structures.

Citizenship Applications

579. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will extend
or update Stamp 4 in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36233/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was orig-
inally granted leave to remain in the State for a three year period, to 19 August 2011. The
person concerned registered with the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) and has
since had his leave to remain in the State renewed for a further three year period, to 19 August
2014. This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 30 August
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2011. The person concerned was only registered by the GNIB for six months as he did not
have a valid passport and this gave him time to obtain a valid passport. This permission has
since expired and the person concerned was asked by this Department in a letter dated 4 July
2012 to submit a copy of his current passport, or alternatively submit evidence as to what effort
he has made to secure a passport. To date no such correspondence has been received.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Equality Tribunal Cases

580. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
cases in which his Department is a respondent to claims by staff members that are currently
before the Equality Tribunal or Labour Court; if he will state in each case when his Department
was first notified of the claim; if he will state in each case if his Department was invited by the
Equality Tribunal to engage in mediation and whether it engaged in mediation, if not, the
reason for same; if he will estimate for each case the financial exposure that each case presents
and the amount of legal fees incurred to date on each case; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36236/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department is currently a
respondent in one such case before the Equality Tribunal. As the case is still active it would
not be appropriate for me to comment on any aspect of it.

Ground Rents Abolition

581. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
proceed with legislation to abolish ground rents in view of the resurgence of demands in certain
ground rents by landlords; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36244/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that Part III of the
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act 1978 contains a statutory scheme whereby
any person may, at reasonable cost, acquire the fee simple in his or her dwelling house. is
scheme is operated by the Property Registration Authority. Since it was introduced in 1978,
over 80,000 applicants have availed of the scheme to acquire the freehold title to their property.
I should note that the value of a ground rent lease to a landlord increases the closer the lease
is to expiry and the best advice to give tenants is to buy out their ground rent in good time. is
has been the consistent advice offered by Ministers for Justice and Equality.

In the case of property other than dwelling houses, the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents)
Act 1967 contains provisions which facilitate acquisition of the fee simple subject to agreed
terms or on terms set out in an arbitration carried out by the County Registrar. Any proposal
regarding the abolition of ground rents is, however, subject to the resolution of possible consti-
tutional and practical difficulties. The constitutional difficulties referred to concern the respec-
tive rights of ground rent tenants and landlords while the practical difficulties concern land law
generally and in particular the land registration system.

Personal Insolvency Legislation

582. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on a
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[Deputy Terence Flanagan.]

matter (details supplied) regarding the Personal Insolvency Bill; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36332/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Two of the proposed arrangements
in the Personal Insolvency Bill — Debt Settlement Arrangement and the Personal Insolvency
Arrangement — will require the involvement of a Personal Insolvency Practitioner. The inten-
tion is that the Personal Insolvency Practitioner will act as an intermediary between the debtor
and his or her creditors. The Bill sets out in some detail the duties of the Practitioner from
initial assessment of the debtor’s suitability for a particular arrangement, to negotiation of the
arrangement and through to its completion. The role of the Practitioner is critical to the proper
functioning of the debt settlement arrangements as it is vital that debtors be properly and
independently advised as to the implications of all options available to them prior to arriving
at a decision. The average debtor is at a disadvantage vis a vis credit institutions and other
creditors in terms of experience, advice and expertise. Once a debt settlement is agreed and
registered, the Personal Insolvency Practitioner effectively becomes the custodian of the
arrangement.

The provisions of this Bill will require careful consideration by all potentially concerned with
its provisions. I would stress, however, that individual circumstances vary and that the solutions
found within the context of the Debt Settlement Arrangement and Personal Insolvency
Arrangement processes will also vary. I must emphasise that the Bill makes it clear that those
persons experiencing difficulties in regard to debt must, primarily, engage with their lenders so
as to seek to negotiate an appropriate settlement.

Security at Concerts

583. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure
that concert promoters provide a heavier security presence at concerts and have metal detectors
put in place to gain access to the concert venue; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36333/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda auth-
orities that in there is close liaison between local Garda management and event organisers in
relation to the planning and management of events such as those referred to by the Deputy.
At an operational level, policing plans and event management plans are prepared to determine
the appropriate deployment of Garda resources and the optimal deployment of security
personnel.

Insofar as the incidents at the recent concert in the Phoenix Park are concerned, An Garda
Síochána held an initial meeting with the concert organisers last week and it was agreed that
both organisations will carry out a more in depth review regarding all aspects of the event,
including the implementation of the plans which had been drawn up. The fact is that the
arrangements which were in place on the night in question did not prevent the type of behav-
iour which took place.

The Garda Commissioner has undertaken to let me have a full report following that review
and I can assure the Deputy that I am determined any lessons will be taken fully into account
in future planning and risk management of such events.

Citizenship Applications

584. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to
Parliamentary Question No. 482 of 12 June 2012 when the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration
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Service intend to contact the persons concerned; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36352/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Naturalis-
ation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the people concerned have left the State and
returned to their country of origin. The INIS will ensure that any correspondence is directed
to their overseas address within the next few days.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Community Policing

585. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the supports avail-
able to person in an area (details supplied) in Dublin 17 [36362/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda National Model of
Community Policing, which is directed and supported each year by the Garda Síochána Annual
Policing Plan, underlies An Garda Síochána’s approach to crime prevention and local engage-
ment. In that regard, each Garda District and Divisional Officer configures their policing
response to local conditions to ensure that an appropriate policing response is delivered to
each locality.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the area referred to is within the Coolock Garda
District and that four members of the local Community Policing Unit are allocated to this area.
Policing measures are in place to address difficulties experienced by local residents, including
public drinking and other, associated, disorder and anti-social behaviour, and that regular
patrols are conducted by uniform and plain clothes personnel, including the Community
Policing and Garda Mountain Bike Units, local Detective and Drug Unit personnel, sup-
plemented as required by the Divisional Crime Task Force and Traffic Corps personnel.

Furthermore, representatives of local residents also attend neighbourhood meetings held in
Coolock Garda Station every two months where issues of concern to residents are raised and
addressed. A safety forum, chaired by the Local Authority and comprising relevant stake-
holders including An Garda Síochána, has been established and deals with issues relating to
the local area. The forum also feeds into the local Joint Policing Committee which meets
every quarter.

I am advised that local Garda management closely monitors patrols, and other operational
strategies in place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs in the area to ensure
optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to
the public. Garda management is satisfied that a comprehensive policing service is being deliv-
ered and I am further advised that the situation is being kept under review.

Garda Strength

586. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide in
tabular form the number of vacant Chief Superintendent, Superintendent, Inspectors and
Sergeant positions broken down by region, division and sub district where applicable.
[36407/12]
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588. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in
tabular form the number of promotions that will occur in An Garda Siochána this year, the
positions involved, the regions divisions, districts and sub districts involved; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36409/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
586 and 588 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána
on 30 June 2012 was set out as follows:

Rank Strength

Commissioner 1

Deputy Commissioner 2

Assistant Commissioner 8

Chief Superintendent 38

Superintendent 148

Inspector 282

Sergeant 1,937

Garda 11,151

Total 13,567

As the Deputy will be aware, on Tuesday I secured Cabinet approval for the following
appointments.

Assistant Commissioner Chief Superintendent Superintendents

1 4 13

I was very glad to secure the agreement of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform, and the Cabinet as a whole for such a significant number of appointments.

The agreement I have reached with my colleague will in fact enable the appointment of 1
Assistant Commissioner, 7 Chief Superintendents and 18 Superintendents, as well as the filling
of consequential senior vacancies arising from these appointments. I will be seeking the
approval of the Government for the balance of the appointments as soon as new Garda pro-
motion panels have been established. The agreement also means that, from now on, the
strength of the senior ranks can be maintained at these new levels, so that any further vacancies
within those levels will be promptly filled. This will contribute significantly towards the main-
tenance of the operational capacity and effectiveness of the Garda Síochána.

The allocation of all resources, including personnel, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner
in consultation with his senior management. I have no direct role in this matter.

587. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm the
total number of operational Garda stations and sub stations across the country in tabular form
broken down by county as of July 2012. [36408/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda Com-
missioner that there are 663 operational stations which are broken down by Region, Division
and District, as set out in the table:
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Operational Stations July 2012

D.M.R. South Central

District “A”

Kevin St.

Kilmainham

District “B”

Pearse St.

District “E”

Donnybrook

Irishtown

D.M.R. North Central

District “C”

Store St.

District “D”

Bridewell

District “U”

Fitzgibbon St.

Mountjoy

D.M.R.South

District “G”

Crumlin

Sundrive Rd.

District “M”

Rathfarnham

Tallaght

District “P”

Rathmines

Terenure

D.M.R.North

District “H”

Santry

Ballymun

Dublin Airport

District “R”

Coolock

Malahide

Swords

District “J”

Raheny

Clontarf

Howth

District: “Y”

Balbriggan

Skerries

Lusk

Garristown
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[Deputy Alan Shatter.]

Operational Stations July 2012

D.M.R.West

District “K”

Blanchardstown

Cabra

Finglas

District “Q”

Lucan

Ronanstown

District “L”

Ballyfermot

Clondalkin

Rathcoole

D.M.R.East

District “F”

Dun Laoghaire

Kill-O-Grange

Cabinteely

Shankill

District “W”

Blackrock

Dundrum

Stepaside

Eastern Region

Meath

Division: Meath

District: Kells

Kells

Crossakeel

Athboy

Oldcastle

District: Trim

Trim

Kilmessan

Summerhill

Longwood

Enfield

Ballivor

District: Ashbourne

Ashbourne

Dunboyne

Dunshaughlin

Laytown

Duleek

District: Navan

Navan
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Operational Stations July 2012

Slane

Nobber

Division Kildare

District: Naas

Naas

Kill

Clane

Robertstown

Kilcullen

Ballymore Eustace

District: Kildare

Kildare

Athy

Ballytore

Castledermot

Monasterevin

Newbridge

Rathangan

District: Leixlip

Leixlip

Celbridge

Maynooth

Carbury

Kilcock

Division: Laois/Offaly

District: Portlaoise

Portlaoise

Mountmellick

Mountrath

Portarlington

Stradbally

Clonaslee

Abbeyleix

Ballacolla

Durrow

Rathdowney

Ballylinan

Arles

Ballinakill

Borris-In-Ossory

District: Birr

Birr

Banagher

Cloghan

Ferbane

Kilcormac
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Operational Stations July 2012

Kinnitty

Shinrone

Shannonbridge

District: Tullamore

Tullamore

Clara

Clonbologue

Daingean

Edenderry

Rhode

Division:Westmeath

District: Mullingar

Mullingar

Ballynacargy

Castlepollard

Castletown Geoghegan

Delvin

Finea

Killucan

Kinnegad

Multyfarnham

Rathowen

Rochfortbridge

District: Athlone

Athlone

Ballinahown

Ballymore

Glasson

Kilbeggan

Moate

Division: Wicklow

District: Wicklow

Wicklow

Arklow

Ashford

Rathdrum

Avoca

Roundwood

Aughrim

District: Baltinglass

Baltinglass

Blessington

Dunlavin

Hollywood

Donard
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Operational Stations July 2012

Shillelagh

Tinahely

Carnew

District Bray:

Bray

Enniskerry

Greystones

Newtownmountkennedy

South Eastern Region

Division: Wexford

District: Wexford

Wexford

Taghmon

Castlebridge

Kilmore Quay

Glynn

Rosslare

Rosslare Harbour

District: Gorey

Gorey

Bunclody

Courtown Harbour

District: Enniscorthy

Enniscorthy

Blackwater

Ferns

Kiltealy

Oylegate

Oulart

Clonroche

District: New Ross

New Ross

Ballycullane

Carrick-On-Bannow

Duncannon

Carrickbyrne

Campile

Division: Kilkenny/Carlow

District: Kilkenny

Kilkenny

Freshford

Callan

Castlecomer

Ballyragget

Johnstown

Urlingford
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Operational Stations July 2012

District: Thomastown

Thomastown

Ballyhale

Bennetsbridge

Glenmore

Goresbridge

Graiguenamanagh

Inistioge

Kilmacow

Kilmoganny

Mooncoin

Mullinavat

Piltown

Stonyford

District: Carlow

Carlow

Ballon

Borris

Hacketstown

Leighlinbridge

Muinebheag

Myshall

Rathvilly

Tullow

Division: Waterford

District: Waterford

Waterford

Dunmore East

Ferrybank

Passage East

District: Dungarvan

Dungarvan

Aglish

Ardmore

Ballyduff

Ballymacarberry

Cappoquin

Ring

Lismore

Tallow

District: Tramore

Tramore

Kill

Kilmacthomas

Kilmeaden

Portlaw
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Operational Stations July 2012

Rathgormack

Leamybrien

Division: Tipperary

District: Thurles

Thurles

Ballingarry South

Holycross

Killenaule

Littleton

District: Clonmel

Clonmel

Carrick-On-Suir

Fethard

Grangemockler

Kilsheelan

Mullinahone

District: Cahir

Cahir

Ardfinnan

Ballyporeen

New Inn

Cashel

Clogheen

District: Nenagh

Nenagh

Ballingarry North

Borrisokane

Cloughjordan

Lorrha

Newport

Dolla

Portroe

Toomevara

Rearcross

Terryglass

District: Templemore

Templemore

Borrisoleigh

Moyne

Roscrea

Templederry

Templetuohy

Moneygall

Shevry

District: Tipperary Town

Tipperary Town

Bansha
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Operational Stations July 2012

Cappawhite

Dundrum

Emly

Golden

Southern Region

Division: Cork City

District: Anglesea Street

Anglesea Street

Barrack Street

Bridewell

Blackrock

District: Gurranabraher

Gurranabraher

Blarney

Ballincollig

Rathduff

District: Mayfield

Mayfield

McCurtain Street

Watercourse Road

Mallow Road

District: Togher

Togher

Douglas

Bishopstown

Carrigaline

Passage West

Crosshaven

Division: Cork North

District: Fermoy

Fermoy

Mitchelstown

Ballynoe

Kilworth

Kildorrery

Castletownroche

Rathcormack

District: Cobh

Cobh

Carrig na Bhfear

Carrigtowohill

Glanmire

Watergrasshill

District: Midleton

Midleton
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Operational Stations July 2012

Youghal

Cloyne

Whitegate

Killeagh

Ballycotton

District: Mallow

Mallow

Buttevant

Doneraile

Milford

Charleville

Glantane

Liscarroll

Division: Cork West

District: Bandon

Bandon

Ballineen

Ballinhassig

Ballinspittle

Innishannon

Kilbrittan

Kinsale

Timoleague

District: Bantry

Bantry

Adrigole

Ballydehob

Castletownbere

Drimoleague

Durrus

Glengarrif

Kealkil

Schull

District: Clonakilty

Clonakilty

Baltimore

Drinagh

Dunmanway

Roscarbery

Skibereen

District: Kanturk

Kanturk

Ballydesmond

Boherbue

Meelin

Millstreet

Newmarket
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Operational Stations July 2012

Rathmore

District: Macroom

Macroom

Ballingeary

Ballyvourney

Coachford

Crookstown

Stuake

Tarelton

Division: Kerry

District: Tralee

Tralee

Ardfert

Fenit

Abbeydorney

Dingle

Castlegregory

Annascaul

Ballyferriter

Camp

District: Caherciveen

Caherciveen

Ballinskelligs

Valentia Island

Glenbeigh

Portmagee

Killorglin

Waterville

Sneem

Castlemaine

District: Killarney

Killarney

Kilgarvan

Kenmare

Castleisland

Farranfore

Barraduff

Beaufort

Lauragh

District: Listowel

Listowel

Ballyheigue

Ballybunion

Ballyduff

Brosna

Knocknagoshall
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Operational Stations July 2012

Lixnaw

Tarbert

Division: Limerick

District: Henry Street

Henry St

Mary St

Castleconnell

Ardnacrusha

Mayorstone Pk.

District: Roxboro Road

Roxboro Rd

Patrickswell

Ballyneety

Caherconlish

District: Askeaton

Askeaton

Adare

Pallaskenry

Croom

Foynes

Glin

Rathkeale

District: Bruff

Bruff

Kilfinane

Ballylanders

Hospital

Bruree

Kilmallock

Pallas

Cappamore

Oola

Galbally

Murroe

District: Newcastlewest

Newcastlewest

Dromcollogher

Abbeyfeale

Ballingarry

Tournafulla

Athea

Kilmeedy

Castletown

Western Region

Division: Clare

District: Ennis
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Operational Stations July 2012

Ennis

Shannon

Crusheen

Lissycasey

Newmarket On Fergus

Quin

Sixmilebridge

District: Kilrush

Kilrush

Doonbeg

Kilmihil

Labasheeda

Kildysart

Kilkee

District: Killaloe

Killaloe

Broadford

Scariff

Mountshannon

Tulla

District: Ennistymon

Ennistymon

Ballyvaughan

Corofin

Inagh

Lahinch

Lisdoonvarna

Miltown Malbay

Division: Galway

District: Galway

Galway

Oranmore

Lough George

Athenry

Monivea

Kiltullagh

District: Ballinasloe

Ballinasloe

Ahascragh

Kilconnel

Kiltormer

Menlough

Mountbellew

Moylough

Ballygar

Creggs
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Operational Stations July 2012

District: Clifden

Clifden

Recess

Letterfrack

Lennaun

Carna

Maam

Roundstone

District: Loughrea

Loughrea

Eyrecourt

Killimor

Kilrickle

New Inn

Portumna

Tynagh

Woodford

District: Salthill

Salthill

Moycullen

Carraroe

Ros Muc

Inverin

Spiddle

Leitir Mor

Uachtarard

Cill Ronain

District: Gort

Gort

Ardrahan

Craughwell

Kinvara

Kilchreest

Kilcolgan

Shanaglish

District: Tuam

Tuam

Barnadearg

Ballymoe

Corofin

Dunmore

Headford

Williamstown

Milltown

Kilconly

Glenamaddy
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Operational Stations July 2012

Division: Roscommon/Longford

District: Roscommon

Roscommon

Athleague

Ballyforan

Clonark

Knockcroghery

Taughmaconnel

District: Boyle

Boyle

Elphin

Keadue

Roosky

Strokestown

District: Longford

Longford

Ballymahon

Kenagh

Newtowncashel

Lanesboro

District: Granard

Granard

Ardagh

Drumlish

Ballinalee

Edgeworthstown

Smear

District: Castlerea

Castlerea

Ballaghadereen

Ballinlough

Ballintubber

Frenchpark

Tulsk

Division:Mayo

District: Castlebar

Castlebar

Ballyvary

Ballyglass

Balla

Partry

District: Ballina

Ballina

Killala

Ballycastle

Bonnicconlon

Crossmolina
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Operational Stations July 2012

Lahardane

District:Belmullet

Belmullet

Blacksod

Bangor Erris

Ballycroy

Glenamoy

District: Claremorris

Claremorris

Kilmaine

Ballindine

Knock

Ballinrobe

Cong

Shrule

Hollymount

District: Swinford

Swinford

Kiltimagh

Charlestown

Kilkelly

Ballyhaunis

Foxford

District:Westport

Westport

Newport

Achill Sound

Louisburgh

Keel

Northern Region

Division: Sligo/Leitrim

District: Sligo

Sligo

Collooney

Skreen

Coolaney

Cliffoney

Rosses Point

Grange

District: Ballymote

Ballymote

Tubbercurry

Gurteen

Riverstown

Aclare

Easkey

Ballyfarnon
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Operational Stations July 2012

Enniscrone

Carrick-On-Shannon

Carrick-On-Shannon

Cloone

Ballinamore

Dromod

Keshcarrigan

Mohill

Carrigallen

District: Manorhamilton

Manorhamilton

Kinlough

Glenfarne

Dromahair

Drumshambo

Division: Donegal

District: Letterkenny

Letterkenny

Carrigans

Castlefin

Brocach

Newtowncunningham

Raphoe

Lifford

Ballybofey

Convoy

District: Buncrana

Buncrana

Burnfoot

Carndonagh

Clonmanny

Malin

Moville

Muff

District: Milford

Milford

Carrigart

Kerrykeel

Kilmacrennan

Churchill

Dunfanaghy

Craosloch

Falcarragh

Ramelton

Rathmullen

District: Glenties
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Operational Stations July 2012

Glenties

Annagry

Ardara

Bunbeag

Burtonport

Clougher

Dungloe

Carrick

Gleann Cholmcille

District: Ballyshannon

Ballyshannon

Ballintra

Bundoran

Donegal Town

Pettigo

Na Cealla Beaga

Mountcharles

Division: Cavan/Monaghan

District: Monaghan

Monaghan

Clones

Newbliss

Scotstown

Emyvale

District: Carrickmacross

Carrickmacross

Ballybay

Castleblaney

Shantonagh

Corrinshigagh

Rockcorry

District: Cavan

Cavan

Ballinagh

Arva

Stradone

Redhills

Kilnaleck

District: Baileboro

Baileboro

Kingscourt

Mullagh

Shercock

Virginia

Cootehill

Ballyjamesduff

District: Ballyconnell
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Operational Stations July 2012

Ballyconnell

Belturbet

Swanlinbar

Killeshandra

Bawnboy

Dowra

Blacklion

Division: Louth

District: Drogheda

Drogheda

Clogherhead

Dunleer

District: Dundalk

Dundalk

Blackrock

Carlingford

Drumad

Hackballscross

Omeath

District: Ardee

Ardee

Castlebellingham

Collon

Louth

Question No. 588 answered with Question No. 586.

Questions Nos. 589 and 590 answered with Question No. 577.

Personal Insolvency Legislation

591. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on concerns
from the credit union sector about the impact of the Personal Insolvency Bill, the contact he
has had with the credit union sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36412/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would refer the Deputy to my
reply to Question No. 984 of 18 April 2012 which was as follows:

“On publication of the Heads of the Personal Insolvency Bill on 25 January 2012, both the
Minister for Finance and I invited interested parties to submit their comments on the legislat-
ive proposals. In that context I can confirm that my Department has received submissions
from the Irish League of Credit Unions, the Credit Union Development Association and the
Credit Union Managers Association as well as from a small number of individual credit
unions. In addition, representatives from my Department and the Department of Finance
met with credit union representatives last month to brief them on the proposed legislation.

The submissions and other comments on the General Scheme of the Personal Insolvency Bill
received from credit union representatives are being taken into consideration in the overall
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context of the further development of the legislative proposals.” Further to that reply, I should
mention that credit union representatives attended a briefing session on the Personal Insol-
vency Bill 2012 which was given by officials from my Department and the Department of
Finance on 29 June, 2012 on publication of the legislation.

592. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated numbers
who will avail of the debt relief mechanisms outlined under the Personal Insolvency Bill; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36413/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In my second stage speech on the
Personal Insolvency Bill 2012 in Dáil Éireann on 5 July 2012, I gave an indication of the possible
number of persons who might avail of the new debt settlement mechanisms. My statement on
the matter was as follows:

“.........As to the issue of the number of persons who may seek to avail of the new or
reformed insolvency processes, it is difficult to be precise. It will very much depend on indi-
vidual circumstances and the nature and extent of the debts involved. However, for broad
planning purposes, there is a tentative estimate, based on a rough extrapolation from the
comparable UK and Northern Ireland situations, of the following applications for the first
full year of operation of the new law and systems:

(a) 15,000 applications for non-judicial debt resolution — Debt Settlement Arrangement
and Personal Insolvency Arrangement,

(b) 3,000 to 4,000 applications for Debt Relief Notices, and

(c) 3,000 plus bankruptcy applications. (There were about 30 bankruptcy adjudications
in 2011).

Again, I would stress that these estimates are tentative. Not all insolvencies will require to
be dealt with under the new statutory debt resolution processes or bankruptcy. I would
expect that the certainty brought to the future legal landscape by this Bill will encourage
debtors and creditors to bilaterally agree alternative solutions including in respect of mort-
gage debt under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process operated by mortgage lenders
under the supervision of the Central Bank......”

Garda Operations

593. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has taken
in relation to the Republican activists against drugs vigilante group; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36414/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate that it
would not be appropriate for me to comment on the specific details of operations and initiatives
that are put in place by the Garda authorities to combat the activities of groups such as those
he refers to. The Garda Síochána targets all organisations and individuals who engage in crimi-
nality and they work very closely with their counterparts in the Police Service of Northern
Ireland in this regard. The level of co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the PSNI has
never been higher. The two forces co-operate seamlessly, across the range of policing activities.

Operational policing co-operation is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner and the
PSNI Chief Constable and their respective forces. Both police chiefs have emphasised the close
nature and the high quality of the ongoing co-operation between their forces and it has been
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instrumental in preventing attacks, combating criminality and saving lives. The two police forces
operate a Cross-Border Policing Strategy, which includes cross-Border investigations and oper-
ations, intelligence-sharing and security, information and communications technology and
emergency planning.

Prison Committals

594. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline the
current total number of prisoners held in the State; the recommended capacity broken down
by prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36425/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of prisoners in custody
as of Tuesday, 17th July was 4,521.

As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed
by the Courts into its custody and does not have the option of refusing committals. It should
be noted that this is the busiest time of the year for committals prior to the courts being in
recess for the summer. The average number of prisoners in custody in Ireland has risen in the
last 5 years, from 3,321 during 2007 to 4,389 during 2011, an increase of over 32%. Likewise
the total number of committals to prison has also risen sharply during the same period, from
11,934 in 2007 to 17,318 in 2011 — an increase of over 45%.

Rising prisoner numbers have placed enormous strain on the prison system across the board
from accommodation to the provision of services including work training/education, healthcare
and drug treatment services. As a result of the increase in the prison population, a number of
prisons are operating well in excess of their stated bed capacities. There does appear, however,
to be a stabilising or levelling off in the increase in prisoner numbers being committed annually
with 2011 recording only a 0.8% increase on the previous year. This compares to increases of
13.6%, 13.8% and 11.4% respectively year on year for 2008, 2009 and 2010.

As outlined in the recently published Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan, it is
intended to align the capacity of our prisons with the guidelines laid down by the Inspector of
Prisons by 2014, in so far as this is compatible with public safety and the integrity of the criminal
justice system. In 2012 and in the first quarter of 2013, priority will be given to reducing the
chronic overcrowding in Mountjoy, Cork, Limerick Prisons and the Dóchas Centre.

The following table outlines the current bed capacity and the bed capacity as recommended
by the Inspector of Prisons:

Institution Current Bed Capacity *Recommended Bed Capacity as
per Inspector of Prisons Report of

July 2010

Mountjoy (Male) 590 540

Mountjoy (Female) 105 85

St. Patrick’s Institution 217 218

Cork 250 146

Limerick (Male) 260 185

Limerick (Female) 34 24

Castlerea 351 300

Cloverhill 431 446

Wheatfield 700 700

Portlaoise 311 359

Arbour Hill 148 131
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Institution Current Bed Capacity *Recommended Bed Capacity as
per Inspector of Prisons Report of

July 2010

Midlands 650 477

Training Unit 127 96

Loughan House 140 160

Shelton Abbey 113 110

**These figures are currently being reviewed by the Irish Prison Service and the Inspector of Prisons.

Significant investment has taken place in our prison estate in recent years with in excess of 900
new prison spaces having been constructed and brought into use since 2007. A new accom-
modation block at the Midlands prison which will provide a potential 300 additional spaces
as well as additional work training and education facilities, is due to become operational in
late 2012.

Furthermore, in conjunction with the Probation Service, the Irish Prison Service has com-
menced the roll out of the Community Return Scheme, an incentivised scheme for earned
temporary release, under which offenders who are assessed as low risk are offered early tem-
porary release, in return for supervised community service. By 16th July 2012, 220 prisoners
had participated in the scheme, with 105 having completed their required periods of com-
munity service.

Security in Prisons

595. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline the
steps that have been taken to strengthen security in the Prison service in view of a number of
incidents over the past year that has seen prisoners escape; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36426/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I published the Report into the
escape by a prisoner from Loughan House on the 28th March 2012. As I stated then, the
decision to send this prisoner to Loughan House was wrong, and I instructed the Director
General of the Irish Prison Service to take all the necessary steps to ensure that a mistake of
this nature does not reoccur. I have been informed by the Director General that measures have
been taken to provide additional oversight in the decision making processes in order to ensure
that such a decision cannot be made in the future.

The aims and objectives of open centres are to provide a place of detention aimed at the
rehabilitation of offenders. Open Centres have a regime that includes education, training and
work, which encourages a sense of personal responsibility and self respect, in order to assist
prisoners leading law-abiding lives on their return to the community. The profile of open
centres generally includes, either low risk offenders who are serving short sentences for minor
offences, offenders who have engaged constructively with the therapeutic services and have a
good disciplinary record, or offenders nearing the end of longer sentences whose transfers have
been approved as part of a sentence management programme. Based on the profile of open
centre prisoners, they operate with reduced staffing levels and minimal security. I am satisfied
that the security arrangements in place are satisfactory.

The recent incident which occurred in Castlerea Prison where two prisoners escaped from
the Grove area is being investigated by An Garda Síochána. A separate investigation is also
being conducted by the Irish Prison Service into the circumstances of the escape. The Grove
is an area of semi-open house type accommodation within the perimeter wall of Castlerea
Prison. The Irish Prison Service Security Compliance Group has met in relation to this incident
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and a full review of CCTV, Lighting and monitoring of the Grove is being carried out as a
matter of urgency.

Citizenship Applications

596. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress to
date and any outstanding requirements to be complied with in the context of an application
for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36500/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizenship
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that there is no record of
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s
question.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended. The on-line Naturalisation Residency Calculator available on the
INIS web-site at www.inis.gov.ie can be used as a guide to whether an individual satisfies the
naturalisation residency conditions and, if not, give an indication of how long they should wait
before making an application.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the spouse of the person
referred to by the Deputy in April, 2012. The application is currently being processed with a
view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of
naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for
decision as expeditiously as possible.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their
application without delay. Considerable resources are deployed to process applications and
these resources together with the necessary administrative arrangements are kept under review.
As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship
through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Asylum Applications

597. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when updated
Stamp 4 is likely to be updated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36501/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a failed
asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with
the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned
was notified, by letter dated 25 February, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to make a
Deportation Order in respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15
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working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation
Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply
for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing
of the outcome. In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the
position in the State of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions
of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act
1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be
considered before a final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision and
the consequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Citizenship Applications

598. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position
regarding an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36502/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956, as amended provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an
application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled.
One such condition is that the applicant be of good character.

I am advised that an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred
to by the Deputy was received in the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and
Immigration Service (INIS) in September, 2009 and I decided in my absolute discretion to
refuse the application. The person concerned was informed of this and the reasons for it in a
letter issued on 3 July, 2012. There is no provision under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship
Act 1956 as amended for appeal in relation to an application for a certificate of naturalisation.
However, the person concerned may make a new application to INIS at any time. The granting
of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which confers certain
rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and it is
important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

599. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress to
date and expected outcome of deliberations in the matter of determination of
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residency/naturalisation entitlements in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36503/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was orig-
inally granted leave to remain in the State for a period of six months to enable her to obtain a
valid passport. This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated
18 April 2012. The person concerned has since had this permission extended for a further one
year to 18 July 2013. This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter
dated 18 July 2012.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Residency Permits

600. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress to
date in the determination of entitlement to residency and naturalisation and the procedure if
any yet to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36504/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In relation to the matter of resi-
dency and naturalisation, I am informed that there is no record of any application from the
person referred to in the Deputy’s question.

601. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress to
date and procedures yet to be followed with indicative timescales in the determination of
entitlement to residency in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36505/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has been
granted leave to remain in the state for the period to 30 December 2012 to enable her obtain
a passport from her country of origin. This decision was conveyed in writing to the person
concerned by letter dated 17 July 2012.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

602. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress to
date and any further requirements in respect of determination of entitlement to
residency/naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36506/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizenship
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a
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certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in June,
2010.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant
meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and
lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. As well
as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship through
naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers certain
rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and it is
important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

603. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current
and/or expected residency status and procedure to be followed to validate their residency and
update their Stamp 4 which has expired since March 2012 in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36507/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following consideration of his case
under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was granted
leave to remain in the State for an initial one year period, on 14 November 2006, and this was
renewed on two subsequent occasions, most recently on 24 March 2009, with the consequence
that his latest renewal of leave to remain expired on 23 March 2012. The renewal of his leave
to remain is currently under consideration and a decision will be issued to the person con-
cerned shortly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current
position and progress to date in addition to any outstanding procedural requirements to be
followed by the applicant in the determination of residency/naturalisation entitlements in
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36508/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is the subject
of a Deportation Order, signed on 10 July 2009, following a comprehensive and thorough
examination of her asylum claim and her application for subsidiary protection, and a detailed
examination of the representations she submitted for consideration under Section 3 of the
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).

An application by this person in respect of the Zambrano judgement has now been received.
This will be considered shortly. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Naturalisation Applications

605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if arising from
a study of a copy of a national’s passport a review will be undertaken of entitlement to natural-
isation based on duration of residency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36509/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizenship
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a review of the appli-
cation has taken place. The person concerned was informed of this in a letter issued to them
on 17 July, 2012. It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when
they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality
and Citizenship Act 1956 as amended. The on-line Naturalisation Residency Calculator avail-
able on the INIS web-site at www.inis.gov.ie can be used as a guide to whether an individual
satisfies the naturalisation residency conditions and, if not, give an indication of how long they
should wait before making an application.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Departmental Funding

606. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his Department or
any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project in County
Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address, amount,
purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36543/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
the information he has requested in set out in the following table:

Organisation 2011 (€) 2012 (€) Address Purpose Fund

Meath County 66,995 n/a Meath County Measures to promote Office for the
Council Council, the integration of Promotion of

County Hall, immigrants Migrant Integration
Navan,Co. funding to local
Meath. authorities
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Organisation 2011 (€) 2012 (€) Address Purpose Fund

Third Age 126,420 n/a Third Age Support for a project Office for the
Foundation Foundation (in Meath and Promotion of

Summerhill, elsewhere) in which Migrant Integration
Co. Meath older volunteers funding to

welcome immigrants organisations
through promoting
conversational integration of legally
English classes resident migrants in

Ireland.

Cultúr 25,550 26,550 Unit 3, Balmoral Support for a project European Fund for
Business Park, which promotes the the Integration of
Kells Road, integration of third- Third-Country
Navan, Co. country nationals Nationals
Meath resident in Co.

Meath, in particular
those who are at
risk of poverty,
discrimination and
social exclusion

Meath VEC 13,433 Nil Abbey Road, The “Crossroads Traveller Cultural
Navan, Co. Project”, a Traveller Heritage Education
Meath Cultural Heritage Initiative

Education Initiative
was concerned with
addressing the
heritage and
community
development needs
of Travellers living
in the northeast,
with a focus upon
Co. Meath but also
Louth and Dublin.
Administered by
Pobal.

Meath Traveller Nil 1,999 c/o Meath County A grant to support Traveller cultural
Interagency Council, Traveller cultural initiatives
Steering Group County Hall, initiatives during

Navan, Co. Traveller Pride
Meath week 2012. A living

history experience
of roadside life and
the world of the Tin
Smith or “An
Tincear” plus
publication of 400
copies of a book
entitled The Craft
of the Tin Smith —
“An Tincear”.

NYPD Project 156,416 78,258 14 Ludlow Street, Youth Crime Garda Youth
Navan, Co. Reduction/Prevention Diversion Project
Meath Scheme

SMART Project 108,011 55,432 TIDE/Trim Social Youth Crime Garda Youth
Care Centre, Reduction/Prevention Diversion Project
The Maudlins, Scheme
Trim, Co,
Meath

Amen Support 10,000 10,000 St Anne’s Awareness Raising in Cosc Grant Scheme
Services Ltd Resource the form of 2011 and 2012

Centre, Railway Newspaper
Street, Navan, Advertising, Radio
Co. Meath Advertising and

Information
Materials
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Organisation 2011 (€) 2012 (€) Address Purpose Fund

Amen Support 9,000 11,360 St Anne’s Court accompaniment Commission for the
Services Ltd Resource for victims of Support of Victims

Centre, Railway domestic violence of Crime
Street, Navan,
Co. Meath

Meath Women’s 25,900 20,000 39 Flower Hill, Court accompaniment Commission for the
Refuge and Navan, Co. for victims of Support of Victims
Support Meath domestic violence of Crime
Services

Cultúr 54,040 32,704 CWYS Building, To provide targeted Human Capital
Celebrating Fairgreen, supports to 160 Investment
Diversity Navan, Co. Migrant women who Operational

Meath are currently Programme 2007-
seeking to access 2013 (Equality for
the labour market in Women Measure)
order to provide
them with the
knowledge and skills
to access further
education, training
supports and
employment.

The Deputy might also wish to note that in the time available to answer this Question An
Garda Síochána were not in a position to provide a response to my request for information for
inclusion in my reply. In the event that An Garda Síochána has information concerning this
matter it will be made available to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.

Ministerial Advisers

607. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since March
2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special
Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors
since March 2011.. [36608/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply
below to Parliamentary Questions 996 and 997 of 18 April 2012.

QUESTION NOS: 996 and 997

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais To the Minister for Justice and Equality

QUESTION:

* 996. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide, in tabular form,
the names and salaries of all his special advisors including special advisors of Ministers of
State; any salary increases they have received since they took office; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Niall Collins

* 997. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide, in tabular form,
details of all salary increases for special advisors requested by him or any Ministers of
State in his Department; the names of the advisors and the amount requested; a list of
salary increases granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins
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* For WRITTENanswer on Wednesday, 18th April, 2012.

ANSWER:

I propose to take Questions Nos. 996 and 997 together.

In my capacity as Minister for Justice and Equality I have appointed Ms Jane Lehane
and Mr Thomas Cooney as my Special Advisors. They are both paid at the Principal
Officer standard scale (€80,051 — €98,424). I have made no requests for salary increases
for either individual and the only changes to their salaries have been by way of normal
incremental progression.

Departmental Agencies

608. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual
saving to the Exchequer if all board members’ fees paid to agencies under his aegis were cut
by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36624/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
in the time available it has not been possible to gather all of the necessary data. An answer
will be prepared and forwarded to the Deputy in the coming days.

609. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual
saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis were capped
at €100,000. [36640/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I will contact the Deputy directly
on this matter.

Consultancy Contracts

610. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal,
consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the
amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36656/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
the only manner in which my Department can extract information from its financial record
system relating to “professional fees” is by reference to the automatic deduction of professional
withholding tax. This tax covers a range of professional activities not limited to the examples
supplied by the Deputy. However, the listing sought by the Deputy would amount to 711,607
individual transactions, covering 2,796 individual suppliers totalling over €93m . The sheer
volume and scale of information sought by the Deputy would make the provision of such
unsuitable for transmission via the PQ system. I can, however, inform the Deputy that almost
80% of the total payment is accounted for by payments to legal professionals under the system
of criminal legal aid. The balance is payments to other suppliers of services.

Departmental Staff

611. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost to
the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies under his
aegis. [36672/12]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
in the time available it has not been possible to obtain the relevant information for all the
agencies under the remit of my Department. Accordingly, I am not in a position to provide
the information sought at this time. I will forward the information to the Deputy as soon as it
is to hand.

Public Private Partnerships

612. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide in tabular format a list of his Department’s public private partnership projects in pay-
ment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount
of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36688/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There is currently one Public
Private Partnership being undertaken by my Department and Bodies under my remit. Details
as follows:

Name of Project Capital Cost PPP Payments

Criminal Court of Justice €132m Circa €21.6m* pa. (including VAT).
Over a 25 year period.

*This PPP payment includes provision for structural maintenance and operation of certain services within the Crimi-
nal Courts of Justice.

The Criminal Courts of Justice was built in order to consolidate the administration of criminal
cases which heretofore had been dealt with in a number of central Dublin locations in and
around the Four Courts into one dedicated facility. The complex was build on foot of a design,
build, operate and maintain PPP contract awarded in 2007 to Babock and Brown (the PPP
Co.) now IPP CCC GP1 LTD. The contract duration is 25 years after which the building should
be handed back to the Courts Service as new. The first court sitting in the complex was on the
24th November 2009, with the CCJ officially opening in January 2010.

Public Services

613. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Department
outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36704/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the information required by her is set out below:

Public Service Provision outsourced to Private Sector Expenditure

Accommodation and services to asylum seekers under €69.5 million (approx).Please note that this figure
the Government’s Direct Provision System relates to the twelve months of 2011 and not the last

calendar year as requested. Figures for 2012 are not
yet available.

Visa application centres at certain overseas locations There is no cost to the State for this service but a small
which provide front office visa services to applicants. administration charge is paid by visa applicants.

The Deputy might wish to note that within the immigration area of my Department a number
of other areas, roles and functions are currently being examined with a view to determining
suitability for an outsourced or similar type of service delivery model.
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Departmental Expenditure

614. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allocations
on staff and or resources in his Department. [36720/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The current saving against budget,
in my Department, to the end of June 2012, is €1.166m. This saving against budget primarily
arises in the areas of IT, telecommunications, office premises expenses and shared services. It
is not yet certain if these savings will continue to year end.

Departmental Agencies

615. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the
Exchequer. [36736/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
the information requested is available on pages 85-104 of the 2012 Revised Estimates for Public
Services and can be accessed via the following link http://per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Rev-
20121.pdf . I understand that the 2012 Revised Estimates for Public Services is also available
in the Houses of the Oireachtas library.

Departmental Staff

616. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number
of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since March 2012;
their positions and accompanying salaries. [36752/12]

617. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number
of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since March
2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules to not
apply. [36768/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
616 and 617 together.

The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 provided for the
superannuation benefits of public servants, who retired within a “grace period” which ended
on 29 February 2012, to be unaffected by the pay reductions introduced for all public servants
with effect from 1 January 2010 under that Act.

In the period 1 January 2012 to 29 February 2012, a total of 475 staff retired from my
Department and the agencies under my remit, including An Garda Síochána.

Of these 475, only one staff member who was a Governor in the Prison Service has been re-
employed in the Prison Service on a fixed term contract to meet pressing operational and
transformation requirements. No other civil or public servant who retired this year within the
“grace period” has been re-employed by my Department or agencies under its remit.

It should be noted that on occasion, retired public servants may be engaged mainly on a
short term basis because of their particular knowledge and expertise in a particular area, for
example, to serve on interview boards, complete investigations etc.
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Departmental Expenditure

618. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36784/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that the
main categories of services provided for under my telecommunications budget for 2012 include
bills for land line rental and calls, mobile phones, PABX services and telephone and mobile
phone maintenance. I can also inform the Deputy that my Department has availed of the
central Government contracts which are in place and which have delivered considerable value
for money. Our telecommunications budget is closely monitored with a view to achieving the
objective of cost reduction and service delivery efficiency. Our total telecommunications budget
for 2012 is €837,000.

Gambling Legislation

619. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
an update on security measures that are in place for bookmakers to stop bets being taken from
underage persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36803/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy is, I know, aware that
I am preparing comprehensive legislation to update the law on gambling, including betting. The
protection of young and vulnerable persons will be a major consideration in the new legislation.

Section 23 of the Act provides for a prohibition of betting with persons under the age of
eighteen while section 29 deals with persons under eighteen years being present in betting
shops. It is my understanding that the Minister for Finance intends to publish legislation to
amend the 1931 Act in the near future.

Drug Dealing

620. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the efforts being made
to combat drug dealing in Dublin City Centre; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36804/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy that the
Government and the Garda authorities are fully cognisant of the damaging and negative impact
that drug dealing and related anti-social behaviour can have on our city centres.

It affects not only those who are a part of the business or residential community in the area
but also those who visit our city centre on a daily basis, whether for business or pleasure.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that a number of highly successful policing initiatives
have been implemented by local Garda management in recent times to combat anti-social
behaviour, public disorder issues and street-level drug dealing in the city centre. These involve
the deployment of uniform and plain-clothes Garda personnel conducting dedicated patrols in
key commercial areas and public thoroughfares at strategic times.

Targeted Garda operations in place in the area include “Operation Stilts” (tackling anti-
social behaviour along the Liffey boardwalk and it’s environs). Garda records indicate that,
over a two-year period from June 2010 to end June 2012, a total of just over 10,000 drug
searches have taken place in this area and that drugs with an estimated street-value in excess
of €290,000 have been seized. This initiative has been extended recently to include additional
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identified areas, in order to adequately manage the displacement of relevant persons from those
areas close to the drug treatment centres, where Garda activity has always been prominent.

In addition, a fundamental aspect of the recently revised “Operation Stilts” model is the
identification of prolific offenders who frequent the area on a regular basis who are now being
specifically targeted and are issued with anti-social behaviour warnings as the circumstances
dictate.

Further initiatives such as “Operation Viking” (targeting street-level drug-dealing in the
environs of Pearse Street) and “Operation Pier” (combating and reducing opportunities for
public disorder and associated anti-social behaviour in the Temple Bar area) are also in place
in the Dublin city centre area.

I am further informed that there are now forty-four CCTV cameras, which are monitored
by Garda personnel from the Garda Camera office on O’Connell Street, with a further thirty-
three CCTV cameras monitored from Pearse Street Garda Station on a 24-hour basis.

In addition, a number of partnerships have been established between An Garda Síochána
and the business community, including the various transport service providers in the city centre,
to address related issues.

Finally, I can assure the Deputy of the Government’s steadfast commitment to tackling the
overall problem of drug misuse under the framework of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-
2016. I would also like to assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána will continue to vigorously
tackle the illegal supply of drugs at all levels and in all locations.

Garda Operations

621. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide in
tabular form the total number of arrests by county for drug dealing of prescription drugs over
the past five years including the first half of 2012; the volume; estimated value and the types
of prescriptions drugs seized; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36805/12]

622. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide in
tabular form the total number of arrests by county for drug dealing over the past five years
including the first half of 2012; the volume; estimated value and the types of drugs seized; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36806/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
621 and 622 together.

Set out in the tables below is the most recently available data, as provided by the Garda
authorities, in relation to the information requested.

The tables show the total number of recorded incidents and arrests in relation to offences
under section 15 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 and 1984 (illegal sale or supply offences) by
Garda Division and for the period 1 January 2007 to 31 March 2012 inclusive.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that it is not possible to isolate the incidents and
arrests relating to the illegal sale of prescription drugs from those relating to drug dealing of
non-prescription drugs from the recorded data on the PULSE system. To do so would necessi-
tate a disproportionate expenditure of Garda time and resources to conduct an examination of
each incident in every Garda Division recorded on that system.

With regard to the volume, estimated values and type of drug seized, including prescription
drugs, the available data in this regard is set out in the Annual Reports of An Garda Síochána.
While not all of the information requested has traditionally been recorded in the Annual
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Reports, the Deputy will note that as of 2011 the volume, estimated value and type of drug
have been recorded. The Annual Reports of An Garda Síochána are available at www.garda.ie.

Number of incidents in relation to offences under Section 15 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 and 1984 (recorded
on a Garda Divisional basis for the period 1 January 2007-31 March 2012 inclusive)*

Garda Division 2012-Q1 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

DMR North 144 372 375 316 352 316

DMR South 65 296 304 260 260 245

DMR East 24 124 103 105 118 116

DMR West 97 411 458 458 525 390

DMR North Central 130 379 459 436 412 308

DMR South Central 52 297 476 529 610 585

Cavan/Monaghan 9 33 48 38 60 45

Donegal 16 47 32 50 30 41

Louth Div 20 96 58 60 41 48

Sligo/Leitrim 11 33 10 18 38 30

Cork City 35 184 189 238 215 159

Cork North 19 60 42 59 68 66

Cork West 14 62 62 40 46 35

Kerry 15 84 86 87 92 86

Limerick 47 251 256 236 270 209

Kildare Div 20 103 116 106 148 89

Laois/Offaly 27 146 116 123 180 119

Meath Div 16 41 66 83 64 48

Westmeath Div 16 63 68 70 85 49

Wicklow Div 31 128 96 96 98 67

Clare 19 72 90 90 60 31

Galway Div 33 114 100 61 81 100

Mayo 8 22 33 44 31 23

Roscommon/Longford 11 52 37 28 39 43

Kilkenny/Carlow 24 97 134 82 97 81

Tipperary 31 100 120 117 97 100

Waterford Div 51 134 120 110 94 100

Wexford Div 18 70 89 76 69 60

Total 1,003 3,861 4,143 4,016 4,280 3,589

*Figures provided are operational and liable to change and are correct as at June 5th 2012.

Number of arrests made by An Garda Síochána in relation to offences under Section 15 of the Misuse of Drugs
Acts 1977 and 1984 (recorded on a Garda Divisional basis for the period 1 January 2007-31 March 2012 inclusive)*

Garda Division 2012-Q1 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

DMR North 185 496 575 524 599 507

DMR South 83 386 406 342 379 323

DMR East 27 174 152 144 186 173

DMR West 158 640 688 706 830 602

DMR North Central 164 486 605 598 592 433

DMR South Central 66 377 577 658 783 713
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Garda Division 2012-Q1 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

Cavan/Monaghan 12 42 64 58 80 55

Donegal 19 62 52 84 48 67

Louth Div 25 118 75 87 54 73

Sligo/Leitrim 17 49 19 28 74 42

Cork City 42 223 245 294 285 205

Cork North 27 79 57 91 88 81

Cork West 15 77 77 60 58 50

Kerry 24 141 146 128 138 111

Limerick 54 294 315 284 360 251

Kildare Div 23 148 152 164 201 144

Laois/Offaly 38 197 164 166 231 151

Meath Div 27 63 106 114 103 69

Westmeath Div 32 96 114 102 118 69

Wicklow Div 38 171 126 127 123 91

Clare 28 100 127 134 92 51

Galway Div 38 161 170 69 110 116

Mayo 8 25 43 58 33 32

Roscommon/Longford 17 76 53 43 51 72

Kilkenny/Carlow 37 132 165 104 123 104

Tipperary 41 131 171 158 134 130

Waterford Div 62 186 155 139 119 126

Wexford Div 22 89 105 101 101 77

Total 1,329 5,219 5,704 5,565 6,073 4,918

*Figures provided are provisional, operational and liable to change and are correct as at June 5th 2012.

Drug Treatment Programmes

623. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has had any
discussions with the Department of Health regarding recommendations made in the recent
Better City for All Report which found that the clustering of drug treatment centres in Dublin
City Centre was contributing to antisocial behaviour; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36808/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that I am
familiar with the Better City for All Report.

I am aware that the Report highlights the clustering of treatment services in the inner city
and makes a number of recommendations which are aimed at minimising any negative impact
of such clustering on the city centre.

The Report also acknowledges that treatment services are a major part of the solution to
the issues being addressed and that the problems would be worse in their absence.

While the issue of the location of drug treatment centres is primarily a matter for my col-
league Róisín Shortall T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Health and the Health
Service Executive (HSE), I can inform the Deputy that I am in regular engagement with all of
the relevant stakeholders in addressing concerns in relation to anti-social behaviour in the
city centre.

In particular, I would highlight the recent work undertaken with the outgoing Lord Mayor’s
commission on anti social behaviour. In addition, along with my Government colleagues, I am
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working on the development of effective responses to the problems of alcohol and drug abuse
which is the root of much of violent street crime. In that context, I have had particular engage-
ment with Minister of State Shortall on issues of mutual concern.

I also met recently with members of Dublin City Business Improvement District to discuss
their concerns about antisocial behaviour in the city.

I should also mention that this week I also met with the Garda Commissioner, as part of my
regular meetings with him, to further discuss these issues.

I would like to assure the Deputy that I will continue to engage with all of the relevant
stakeholder so as to ensure that we tackle anti-social behaviour, and its underlying causes, in
as comprehensive a manner possible.

Cross-Border Co-operation

624. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the potential savings
that can be made through an all-island approach to policing and community safety. [36822/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A financial analysis of the scenario
posited by the Deputy would require consideration of a wide range of factors, including legal
issues and policy considerations, and is not practicable in the absence of a clearer understanding
of what might be involved.

That being said, I am happy to inform the House that the level of cooperation between the
Garda Síochána and the PSNI has never been higher. As a result, the two forces are working
together seamlessly across a broad range of policing activities.

Operational policing cooperation is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner and the
PSNI Chief Constable as well as their respective forces. Both police chiefs have emphasised
the close nature and high quality of the on-going cooperation which is taking place and it has
been instrumental in combating serious crime and saving lives. The overall framework involved
is that the two forces operate a Cross-Border Policing Strategy which includes cross-Border
investigations and operations. It also encompasses intelligence-sharing, security, information
and communications technology and emergency planning.

Of course, combating the subversive threat remains an absolute priority for the Garda auth-
orities and their PSNI counterparts. In that context I can assure the Deputy, and the House,
that the Government is committed to maintaining the highest level of cooperation between the
Gardaí and the PSNI.

Departmental Staff

625. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of sick
days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick days
per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010
and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken
down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36847/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The number of sick days taken by
staff in my Department is set out in the table below:

Year Total number of sick days Average number of sick days per
employee

2009 24,399 10.42
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Year Total number of sick days Average number of sick days per
employee

2010 19,218 9.09

2011 18,700 8.32

The breakdown of the information in the manner requested by the Deputy is not readily
available and to provide such detail would require the allocation of a disproportionate and
inordinate amount of staff time and resources.

Bingo Licences

626. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Bingo
Licences operating here; if his attention has been drawn to the growth of profit based Bingo
companies; if he has any plans for reforming the issuing of such licenses; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36851/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Part IV of the Gaming and Lotter-
ies Act 1956 (as amended) provides for the licensing and conduct of lotteries (other than the
National Lottery). However, as a result of the Supreme Court’s judgement in Bolger v. Doherty
(1965)(it held that bingo was a lottery), Part IV of the 1956 Act also applies to bingo.

Various types of lottery are catered for, one of which requires a permit from a Garda
Superintendent (section 27), while another requires a licence from the district court (section
28). The remainder, in sections 23, 24 and 25, are subject to the provisions in those sections
and to Part IV generally but they do not require permits or licences.

The legislation does not provide for a register of the permits or licences granted. As a result,
I am unable at this time to provide the Deputy with details on the number of bingo licences
operating here.

On the matter of profit — based bingo operations, I refer the Deputy to Section 28 of the
1956 Act. As noted earlier, it provides that lotteries (including bingo) having a prize fund of
not more than €20,000 per week require a licence from the district court. However, the section
adds that only those lotteries (including bingo) that are in aid of “some charitable or philan-
thropic purpose” may be granted a licence.

The interpretation of section 28 in so far as it concerns the “purpose” of the lottery or bingo
was a central issue in a recent case before the High Court. I understand that the High Court’s
judgement, including its interpretation of the “purpose” provision, is being appealed by the
State to the Supreme Court. Judgement is awaited.

Meanwhile, as the Deputy is aware, I am preparing comprehensive legislation to update the
law on gambling, including bingo. I hope to bring the General Scheme of a new Bill to the
Government in the autumn and to publish the Bill in 2013.

Garda Transport

627. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda
cars that will be taken off the road this year under the 300,000 km rule; the number of new
cars that will come on-road; if he will provide a breakdown of the affected cars by Garda
District. [36852/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the pro-
vision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.
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I am informed by the Garda authorities that Garda vehicles are retired for a variety of
reasons, including where vehicles are considered beyond economic repair, as a result of acci-
dents and, on safety grounds, where patrol vehicles have reached an odometer reading of
300,000 kilometres. Based on current usage, it is estimated that 213 vehicles may be retired
from the fleet by the end of the year. Due to the fact that Garda cars are re-allocated between
Districts on an on-going basis, in the light of operational requirements, a breakdown by Garda
District is not available.

I am further informed that, following a tender process organised by the National Procure-
ment Service, a new contract has been put in place to allow for the provision of Garda cars.
This is a matter which will be pursued by the Garda authorities with reference to their require-
ments and the availability of financial resources.

Garda Stations

628. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe for a
decision on Garda Station closures in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36853/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under the Garda Síochána Acts
2005-2007, the Commissioner is required to submit, before November of each year, a policing
plan for the forthcoming year. Any proposals for the closure of Garda stations or the altering
of Regional or Divisional boundaries must be set out in that plan. While the Policing Plan for
2013 has not yet been submitted to me, I expect that it will contain measures to address the
ongoing issue of rationalisation of the Garda station network. It would therefore be premature
to speculate on specific measures which this might involve.

Garda Operations

629. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of arrests
made under Operation Fiacla; the number of Garda engaged in the operation; the timeframe
for the operation; the number of regional arms of the operation and their details; the amount
of money spent on the operation to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36854/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda auth-
orities that Operation Fiacla is running for 12 months initially, with effect from February 2012.
The Operation is the subject of regular review by senior Garda management. The Operation
is focused on identifying and targeting mobile gangs involved in burglaries around the country
so as to disrupt their activities and bring them before the Courts.

Operation Fiacla is intelligence driven and specific burglary initiatives have been
implemented in each Garda Region to target suspect offenders. These initiatives optimise the
use of existing structures and local Garda management ensure that all personnel are fully
briefed on the initiative, with Divisional Crime Management Teams playing a key coordination
and implementation role.

I am further informed that to date over 1,300 persons have been arrested and in excess of
800 charges have been proffered. A dedicated budget has not been established for this initiative
and it would necessitate a disproportionate amount of Garda time and resources to calculate
this. However, every effort is made by Garda management, under the remit of the respective
regional policing plans prepared under Operation Fiacla, for duty associated with these initiat-
ives to be conducted as part of routine, rostered, policing duties.

1350



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Garda Strength

630. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Gardaí
who retired in 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; the number who have signalled their
intention to retire later this year; the current strength of the Garda, the Garda Reserve and its
estimated strength at the end of 2012. [36855/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda auth-
orities that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána on 30 June 2012 was 13,567 full-time
members with a further 1,012 Garda Reserve members and 166 in training.

I am further informed that the number of full time members who retired between 2009 and
to-date in 2012 and those who have declared their intention to retire in the remainder of the
year is as set out in the table below:

2009 2010 2011 2012 up to 30/06/12 201201/07-31/12

722 362 436 296 52

It is not possible at this stage to estimate the strength for the end of 2012, as the full retirement
figures for the year as a whole are not yet known.

Garda Operations

631. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm
that sufficient resources will be made available to the Garda to allow for the proper policing
of the forthcoming Marlay Park concerts; if he appreciates the need to assure the public follow-
ing the recent incidents at the Phoenix Park; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36887/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the Garda
authorities that local Garda Management liaise closely with the event-organisers when con-
sidering and determining the appropriate deployment of Garda resources at such events, on
both public and non-public duties. This involves planning meetings, site inspections, major
emergency planning and training and other issues. Full operational policing plans and event
management plans are prepared by An Garda Síochána and the organisers. Traffic manage-
ment plans are also prepared for each event, details of which, including diversions etc., are
circulated for the information of all road-users. Personnel deployed on such duties are regularly
monitored to ensure optimal deployment.

Garda Management advises that the specific forthcoming events referred to by the Deputy
are to be held at a venue in Rathfarnham Garda sub-District on 23,24 and 25 August, 2012,
under the remit of Chief Superintendent, Dublin Metropolitan Region South. In preparing for
these events, the senior management team in the Division has held a number of meetings with
the organisers of these events to ensure that appropriate measures are in place for the manage-
ment of the events, including the deployment of sufficient Garda resources and the security /
stewarding of the event by the event-organisers. Appropriate risk assessments will also be
conducted, taking into consideration the attendance profile, band / entertainer profile and other
matters considered relevant. Public safety is, and continues to be, a priority for An Garda
Síochána and, in preparing for such events, all relevant stakeholders, including An Garda
Síochána, representatives from the Local Authority, other emergency service providers, event
promoters and organisers meet and agree an event management plan which is implemented
and which is subject of review following each event.
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An Garda Síochána is examining all issues pertaining to the recent incidents which occurred
in the Phoenix Park, including the implementation of the plans which had been in place. An
initial meeting was held with the concert organisers last week and it was agreed that both
organisations will carry out a more in depth review regarding all aspects of the event. The fact
is that the arrangements which were in place on the Saturday night did not prevent the type of
behaviour which took place.

The Garda Commissioner has undertaken to let me have a report following that review and
I can assure the Deputy that I am determined any lessons will be taken fully into account in
future planning and risk management of such events.

Defence Forces Review

632. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will publish his reform plans
for the Reserve Defence Forces. [36105/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): A Value for Money Review (VFM) of the
Reserve Defence Force is ongoing and the recommendations arising from this review will
inform future plans for the Reserve. In December last I initiated a major re-organisation of
the Defence Forces, encompassing a reduction in the number of Army Brigades from three to
two. As I have previously outlined, this re-organisation will necessarily impact on the Reserve,
as the Army Reserve organisation mirrors that of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) i.e., a
three Brigade structure. I have recently announced details of the re-organisation of the PDF.
As part of this re-organisation, the number of PDF personnel available to work full time with
the Reserve is being reduced. This is required as part of the prioritisation of PDF operational
outputs.

The recommendations regarding future plans for the Reserve, including organisational struc-
tures will be brought forward as part of the VFM process. These recommendations must ensure
that RDF organisational structures dovetail with revised PDF structures and have regard to
the reduced availability of full time PDF support personnel. This will include alternative
approaches to administration and support of the Reserve such as having co-located RDF Unit
requirements met by PDF Units.

The Steering Committee met most recently on the 12th July last, and drafting of the Review
is continuing. I have asked the Steering Committee to progress the Review as quickly as pos-
sible and I anticipate its completion by the end of September.

Defence Forces Property

633. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding finding an
alternative use for Columbs Barracks, Mullingar, County Westmeath. [36106/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since the announcement of the Government
decision on barrack closures my Department has written to each Government Department,
various agencies and local authorities seeking expressions of interest in acquiring any of the
properties to benefit the local community as a whole but with particular emphasis on job
creation measures. Some discussion has taken place in relation to Mullingar Barracks however
at this time no substantial progress has been made towards achieving a sale. I can assure you
that every effort will be made to dispose of the barracks so as to maximize the benefits to the
local community.
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Defence Forces Strength

634. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence if there are any plans to reduce
the number of personnel based at Dún Ui Mhaoilíosa, An Rinn Mhór, Gaillimh; if it is intended
to maintain the Céad Cathlán at full strength; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36200/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Arising from the Comprehensive Review of
Expenditure, the Government stabilised the strength ceiling of the Permanent Defence Force
at 9,500 personnel. In response, I initiated a major re-organisation of the Defence Forces both
permanent and reserve. It is not viable to retain a three brigade structure within a strength
ceiling of 9,500 personnel. Accordingly, the re-organisation encompasses a reduction in the
number of Army Brigades from the current three to two. Details of the re-organisation were
announced by me earlier this week in a press release published on the Department of Defence
website. This clarified the position with regard to An Chéad Chathlán Coisithe, which is
retained as a full infantry battalion in the new organisational structure for 9,500 personnel.

Defence Forces Review

635. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will suspend his decision to
disestablish the 4th Infantry Battalion, to subsume any reorganisation in the Green Paper
process and to proceed with a consultation process in an open and transparent manner and
publish analysis of such findings. [36276/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Contrary to recent assertions, my decision to
initiate a re-organisation was made following a detailed assessment of the Defence and Security
environment and consideration of associated Defence Forces capability requirements, as part
of the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure (CRE). This is also reflected in the Department
of Defence and Defence Forces’ Strategy Statement and both of these documents have been
published and are available for viewing. The outcome of the CRE process outlined the resource
envelope that is available for Defence in the coming years. Arising from the Comprehensive
Review of Expenditure, the Government stabilised the strength ceiling of the Permanent
Defence Force at 9,500 personnel. In response, I initiated a major re-organisation of the
Defence Forces. It is not viable to retain a three brigade structure within a strength ceiling of
9,500 personnel. Accordingly, the re-organisation encompasses a reduction in the number of
Army Brigades from the current three to two. This re-organisation is driven by the immediate
realities of retaining operational effectiveness within a strength ceiling of 9,500 and an austere
resource provision. This is a pressing issue that must be completed as soon as possible.

Details of the re-organisation were announced by me earlier this week and, as part of this
process, the 4th Infantry Battalion will be disestablished. The projected strength levels for the
9,500 organisation will see numbers based in Collins Barracks, Cork, remain largely unchanged.
I have been advised that the re-organisation will ensure the Permanent Defence Force can
continue to meet all operational requirements, both at home and overseas.

Work is ongoing on the preparation of a Green Paper on Defence. When published at the
end of 2012, this Green Paper will inform broad discussion about Ireland’s Defence policy.
This will culminate in the publication of a new White Paper on Defence at the end of 2013.
This White Paper will encompass a longer time frame than that of the Strategy Statement and
inform long term capability requirements for implementation over an extended timeframe.
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Defence Forces Personnel

636. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular
form the number of promotions that will occur in the armed forces this year; the positions
involved; the location of promotions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36422/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The tabular statement below sets out the
number of promotions which have occurred or are in train to the end of July, 2012 in the
Permanent Defence Force. Competitions for promotions for enlisted personnel are currently
ongoing following agreement with the Representative Association, PDFORRA, on the new
promotion scheme for enlisted personnel in February. As the Deputy will appreciate, there are
very large numbers of personnel involved in these competitions. However, I expect the process
to be completed shortly. In relation to promotions over the remainder of 2012, as Deputies will
be aware, I announced a major reorganisation of the Permanent Defence Force on Tuesday, 17
July, 2012. The reorganisation will involve the relocation of Permanent Defence Force units
and personnel and the disestablishment of certain units. At this stage I do not have detailed
information as to which personnel may move to new locations with their units or the number
of personnel who will wish to remain in the locations affected by the reorganisation. These
issues, including the effect of the changes on promotion posts to be filled and the location of
such posts are currently being worked through as part of the implementation process which
includes discussions with the Representatives Associations. Therefore, it is not possible to
definitely state at this time where and what promotions will be implemented over the remainder
of this year.

Tabular Statement of Number of promotions which have occurred in 2012 in the Permanent Defence Force or are
in train to the end of July, 2012

Officer Promotions NCO Promotions

Rank Promoted To Army Naval Air Corps Rank Promoted To Army Naval Air Corps
Service Service

Major General 1 Battalion 2
Quartermaster
Sergeant

Brigadier General 4 Corporal 90 11 17

Colonel 10

Lieutenant Colonel 20

Commandant 62 13 10

Captain 56 6 7

Lieutenant 34 1 3

Total 187 20 20 Total 92 11 17

Total Officers 227 Total NCO Promotions 120

Departmental Expenditure

637. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide details on
moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his Department or any State
agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project in County Meath in the
years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address, amount, purpose and
the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36536/12]

1354



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Neither my Department, nor any agency under
its aegis, has provided money under any funding scheme to a group, scheme or project in
County Meath in 2011 and up to July 2012.

Ministerial Advisers

638. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of
all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since March 2011 whose salary
exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special Advisors names
and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors since March
2011. [36601/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): No special advisors have been appointed in the
Department of Defence by me or by the Minister of State since March 2011.

Departmental Agencies

639. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence the annual saving to the
Exchequer if all board members’ fees paid to agencies under his aegis were cut by 25%, 35%
and 50%. [36617/12]

640. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence the annual saving to the
Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis were capped at
€100,000. [36633/12]

646. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of
State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the Exchequer. [36729/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 639, 640 and
646 together.

The Boards under the aegis of my Department are the Civil Defence Board and the Army
Pensions Board.

There is no remuneration attached to membership of the Civil Defence Board.

The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body established under the Army
Pensions Act 1927. The Act specifies that the Board shall consist of a chairman and two ordi-
nary members. The two ordinary members must be qualified medical practitioners of whom
one must be an officer of the Army Medical Corps. The chairman and the non military ordinary
member are appointed by the Minister for Defence with the concurrence of the Minister for
Public Expenditure and Reform. The Army Medical Corps ordinary member is appointed by
the Minister for Defence on the recommendation of the Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces.
The chairperson and the civilian doctor are entitled to annual fees of €7,618 and €5,079
respectively.

The annual savings to the Exchequer if the annual fees paid to members of the Army Pen-
sions Board were cut by the percentages outlined by the Deputy are as follows:

Percentage Cut 25% 35% 50%

Annual Saving €3,174.25 €4,443.95 €6,348.50
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The Chief Executive Officer of the Civil Defence Board is a serving civil servant at Principal
Officer grade. The relevant payscale for this grade does not exceed €100,000 and therefore the
question of capping the CEO’s pay at €100,000 does not arise.

The published Estimates for 2012 include a provision of €103,000 for the Army Pensions
Board and a provision of €5.585m for the Civil Defence Board.

Legislation is currently being drafted to dissolve the Civil Defence Board and transfer the
functions of the Board back into the Department of Defence.

Consultancy Contracts

641. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in a
tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal, consultancy, IT
related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the amount invoiced
since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36649/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It has not been possible in the time available
to compile all the necessary information requested by the Deputy. The information will be
forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Expenditure

642. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence the cost to the Exchequer
for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies under his aegis. [36665/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the year to date, my Department has
incurred expenditure totalling approximately €127,000 on the provision of agency staff. This
expenditure relates to the engagement of agency nursing staff in various military installations.
The State agencies under the aegis of the Department of Defence are the Civil Defence Board
and the Army Pensions Board. There has been no expenditure incurred in relation to agency
staff in these agencies.

Public Private Partnerships

643. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in tabular
format a list of his Department’s public private partnership projects in payment; the name of
the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount of PPP repayments
by Government for each project. [36681/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department of Defence has not been
involved in procuring public private partnership projects and as such I am advised that there
are no public private partnerships in payment by the Department of Defence.

Public Services

644. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide, in
tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Department outsourced to
the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12 months. [36697/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department is not responsible for the pro-
vision of any public services which have been outsourced.
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Departmental Expenditure

645. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of
all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allocations on staff and or
resources in his Department. [36713/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The gross total allocation for Defence related
expenditure in 2012 is €902m, comprising of €688m for the Defence Vote and €214m for the
Army Pensions Vote. The 2012 allocation was based on a comprehensive evaluation of
expected pay and non-pay Defence requirements within the 2012 to 2014 timeframe and was
agreed following the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure (CRE) process undertaken in
2011. The 2012 allocation, while less than previous years, should ensure that the Defence Forces
are properly equipped to meet the various tasks assigned to them by Government within an
agreed strength ceiling of 9,500. Procedures are in place to ensure that expenditure is profiled
and monitored on an ongoing basis. In addition, a number of high level civil/military groups
such as the Strategic Management Committee (SMC) and the High Level Planning and Pro-
curement Group (HLPPG) meet regularly to evaluate ongoing expenditure trends, prioritise
future requirements and maintain oversight on key external issues likely to impact on
expenditure.

At the end of June 2012, gross non-pay expenditure was some €6m (8%) below anticipated
expenditure in the same period. This variation arises generally from timing issues with pro-
curement.

At the end of June 2012, gross pay expenditure was €11m (4%) below anticipated expendi-
ture in the same period due largely to the significant numbers that retired from the Permanent
Defence Force (PDF) in the earlier part of the year. As the PDF is below its agreed strength
of 9,500 it is intended that recruitment will be undertaken in 2012, within the resource envelope
allocated to Defence, and this process is currently underway. There are no savings on the Army
Pensions Vote.

Question No. 646 answered with Question No. 639.

Departmental Staff

647. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence the number of retired civil
or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since March 2012; their positions
and accompanying salaries. [36745/12]

648. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence the number of retired civil
or public servants that have been retained by his Department since March 2012 on a short term
contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules to not apply. [36761/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 647 and
648 together.

My Department has not rehired or retained any retired civil or public servants since March
2012.

Departmental Expenditure

649. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide details
of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36777/12]
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Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The details of the provision in the 2012 budget
in respect of telecommunications for the Department of Defence and the Defence Forces are
provided in the table below:

Department of Defence Defence Forces

Landline Services €209,000 €850,000

Mobile €65,000 €250,000

Satellite Comms €0 €300,000

Maritime Comms €0 €4,000

Wide Area Network €192,000 €300,000

Equipment and Upgrades €44,000 €431,000

Total €510,000 €2,135,000

Departmental Staff

650. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Defence the number of sick days taken by
staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick days per staff in
total across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011;
the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by
Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36840/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department adopts a policy of proactive
management of sick leave through a range of strategies designed to reduce absence from work.
Sick leave rates are closely monitored and analysed, and in recent years the number of days
lost to sick leave has been reducing. Sick leave rates for the Department have fallen to a
current rate of 3.2%. The sick leave data requested is set out in the table below:

2009 2010 2011

No. of Sick Days 4,645 4,421 3,349

Average no. of sick days per staff 11.64 11.69 8.98

Median no. of sick days per staff 2 2 2

The sick leave data on a divisional basis is as follows:

Division Planning and International Security Executive, Office of
Organisation, HR, and Defence Policy, Emergency Planning,

Finance, ICT. C and A, Defence Property
Forces Personnel Management,
Policy, Litigation Contracts,

Legislation, Civil
Defence

2009

No. of Sick Days 2,947 1,008 690

Average No. of Sick Days per staff 11.12 19.38 9.85

Median No. of Sick Days per staff 2 2 2

2010

No. of Sick Days 2,642 713 1,066
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Division Planning and International Security Executive, Office of
Organisation, HR, and Defence Policy, Emergency Planning,

Finance, ICT. C and A, Defence Property
Forces Personnel Management,
Policy, Litigation Contracts,

Legislation, Civil
Defence

Average No. of Sick Days per staff 10.12 14.26 15.45

Median No. of Sick Days per staff 2 2 1

2011

No. of Sick Days 2,187 678 484

Average No. of Sick Days per staff 8.71 13.55 7.12

Median No. of Sick Days per staff 2 2 1.4

Suckler Welfare Scheme

651. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he
will confirm if the suckler cow welfare scheme will be operational again in 2013 and in future
years in line with the value for money audit and the importance of the scheme in protecting
the national suckler herd; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36198/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Animal Wel-
fare Recording and Breeding Scheme for Suckler Herds, commonly referred to as the Suckler
Welfare Scheme, is a five year Scheme for beef breed animals born during the years 2008 to
2012 and is fully funded until then. Budgetary decisions regarding all schemes are subject to
ongoing review and will feature as part of the Estimates process which will take place in second
half of this year.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme

652. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
compensation available to farmers, who were required to destock an area (details supplied) in
Connemara, for the years 2012 and 2013 who were in REP scheme and have now left it; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36201/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A number of farm-
ers in the area concerned are in receipt of payment from my Department under Rural Envir-
onment Protection Scheme and the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS). I am actively
considering the possibility of re-opening AEOS to allow for the submission of new applications
this year either on an amended basis from the existing scheme and/or on a limited scale.
However, there are strict budgetary constraints in place and, as a result, the management of
the limited resources represents a very challenging situation involving difficult choices. The full
year cost of any new scheme will have to be met in 2013 and any decision to re-open AEOS
will be taken in the context of consideration of the resources available and the need to remain
within the agreed expenditure ceiling for my Department in 2013. I will make an announcement
as soon as I have reached a decision on the situation.

Aquaculture Licences

653. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 435 of 2 November 2011 and 323 of 21 June 2011,
when an application for an aquaculture licence will be processed and a decision issued to a
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person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36344/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The application
referred to is in respect of a site located within Ardgroom Harbour, Kenmare Bay which is
designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive (Natura 2000
area). All applications in ‘Natura’ areas are required to be ‘appropriately assessed’ for the
purpose of environmental compliance with the EU Birds and/or Habitats Directives. Accord-
ingly, this application is required to be ‘appropriately assessed’ as part of the licensing process.

My Department, in conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wild-
life Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, is engaged in a
comprehensive programme to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the con-
servation objectives of ‘Natura 2000’ areas. This data collection programme is substantially
complete. Analysis of the data, together with the setting of appropriate conservation objectives
by the NPWS, will enable all new, renewal and review applications to be appropriately assessed
for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives. This work
represents a significant financial, administrative and scientific investment by the State in resolv-
ing this issue. The Appropriate Assessment of aquaculture applications is being dealt with on
a bay-by-bay basis.

Addressing the issue of aquaculture licensing in Natura 2000 areas is a key priority for my
Department and the Deputy can be assured that every effort is being made to expedite the
determination of this aquaculture licence application having regard to all the complexities
involved and the need to comply fully with all national and EU legislation.

Single Payment Scheme

654. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the position regarding outstanding single farm payment for 2011 in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36382/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application
under the 2011 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received on

19 April 2011. Following receipt of the application it was established that the person in whose
name the herd number was registered was deceased and the necessary documentation regarding
the administration of the estate was sought in order to process the application. The process has
now been finalised and payment will issue shortly .

655. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he
will outline the terms of his application for an expedited upfront payment of the single farm
payment in 2012; the percentage of the payment available for an expedited payment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36424/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm that
I have sought the approval of the EU Commissioner to allow the payment of a 50% advance
of the Single Payment with effect from 16 October, the earliest payment date possible, it being
the first day of the new EU financial year. I understand that a number of other Member States
have also made similar requests. I am both particularly mindful of the importance of the Single
Payment to individual farmers and also of the benefit to the wider rural community and, in
light of ongoing general financial difficulties, but particularly the recent very unseasonable
weather, I have decided to approach the Commissioner, as indicated.
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In a bilateral meeting with the Commissioner yesterday I addressed the issue of advance
payment in view of the effects of the weather on farming and asked if the Commission would
consider going beyond the 50% to a 70% advance. However, the Commissioner raised some
practical concerns around doing so.

Departmental Funding

656. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his
Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project
in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address,
amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36532/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The following
tables details the amounts over €20,000 paid to companies with addresses in County Meath in
the year 2011 and to 18 July in 2012. It would take an excessive amount of staff resources to
provide the full list of all payments below that amount.

Details in relation to the State Bodies that fall under my Department’s remit are an oper-
ational matter for the State Bodies themselves.

2011 Payments

Name Line 1 of Address Description Amount

COLLEGE PROTEINS LTD COLLEGE ROAD,NOBBER Rendering of Fallen Animals 916,366.45

TRADITIONAL MEAT CO GORTLONEY MARKETING AND 517,157.45
IRE LTD PROCESSING GRANT

ATHGAINE MUSHROOMS ATHGAINE HORTICULTURE GRANT 181,440.00
LTD LITTLECORTOWN,

KELLS

DRUMMONDS LTD PADDINGSTOWN Backweston Farm Supplies 72,295.21

NUGENTSTOWN COLL NUGENTSTOWN TRANSPORT OF FALLEN 59,210.70
SERV MTH HT ANIMALS

LABORATORY PAMARON Laboratory Supplies 37,519.66
INSTRUMENT AND HOUSEASHBOURNE
SUPPLY

TEAGASC GRANGE RESEARCH Grass Seed Testing 25,930.18
AND DEVELOP DIV,
DUNSANY, NAVAN

TRIMFOLD ENVELOPES ATHBOY ROADTRIM Stationery Supplies 24,647.98
LTD

LABSTOCK UNIT 80, BRACETOWN, Veterinary Supplies 22,498.95
MICROSERVICES CLONEE

2012 Payments (up to 18 July)

Name Line 1 of Address Description Amount

COLLEGE PROTEINS LTD COLLEGE ROADNOBBER Rendering of Fallen Animals 303,067.75

BOYNE VALLEY MEATS BALGEETH MARKETING AND 214,852.46
PROCESSING GRANT

JOHN O’ROURKE AND RATHGILLAN TRANSPORT OF FALLEN 55,216.62
SONS ANIMALS
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Name Line 1 of Address Description Amount

NUGENTSTOWN COLL NUGENTSTOWN TRANSPORT OF FALLEN 37,766.00
SERV MTH HT ANIMALS

DRUMMONDS LTD PADDINGSTOWN Backweston Farm Supplies 37,266.63

TRIMFOLD ENVELOPES ATHBOY ROADTRIM Stationery Supplies 29,320.91
LTD

Ministerial Advisers

657. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since
March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale;
the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special
Advisors since March 2011. [36597/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In response to the
Deputy’s question, I have detailed below the information requested in respect of Special
Advisors employed in my Department since 9 March 2011. Sanction was received from the
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

Name Title Salary p.a.

Fergal Leamyfrom 11/4/2011-9/9/2011 Special Advisor to Minister Coveney €130,000

Ross MacMathunafrom 16/01/2012 to date Special Advisor to Minister Coveney €110,000

Departmental Agencies

658. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members’ fees paid to agencies under his aegis
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36613/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are twelve
State Bodies operating under the aegis of my Department. Details of the fees to the Chair-
persons and members are outlined in the following table.

Body/Agency No. of Board Fee per Annum
Members

Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board 7 Chair: €8,978
Board member: €5,985

An Bord Bia 15 Chair: €20,520
Board member: €11,970

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 6 Chair €11,970
Member €7,695

Bord na gCon 7 Chair: €21,600
Board member: €12,600

Coillte 9 Chair: €21,600
Board member: €12,600

Horse Racing Ireland 14 Chair: €21,600
Board member: €12,600

Irish National Stud 7 Chair: €12,600
Board Member: €8,100
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Body/Agency No. of Board Fee per Annum
Members

Marine Institute 9 Chair: €11,970
Board Member: €7,695

National Milk Agency 14 Chair: €8,978
No remuneration is paid to Board members

Sea Fisheries Protection Agency 3 No remuneration is paid to Board members

Teagasc 11 Chair: €20,520
Board member: €11,970

Veterinary Council 19 No remuneration is paid to Board members

State Agencies

659. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis
were capped at €100,000. [36629/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The details of the
salaries of the Chief Executive Officers of the twelve State Bodies operating under the aegis
of my Department are outlined in the attached table. In relation to two Commercial State
Bodies — Coillte and the Irish National Stud — the salaries of the Chief Executive Officers are
paid from the companies own resources as they do not receive funding from my Department.

Body/Agency Salary

Non-Commercial

Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board This Board does not have a CEO. A Higher Executive
Officer in my Department is Secretary to the Board

An Bord Bia €160,082

Bord Iascaigh Mhara €129,512

Marine Institute €146,221

National Milk Agency €85,600

Sea Fisheries Protection Agency €110,844

Teagasc €160,082

Veterinary Council of Ireland The salary of the Chief Executive Officer is on par with
that of a Principal Officer.

Commercial

Bord na gCon €160,531

Coillte €254,252

Horse Racing Ireland €190,773

Irish National Stud €133,419

Consultancy Contracts

660. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to
legal, consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and
the amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36645/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data required
is being complied and will be made available directly to the Deputy.
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Departmental Expenditure

661. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies
under his aegis. [36661/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department
does not use agency staff. In relation to the twelve State bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment, this is an operational matter for the Bodies themselves.

Public Private Partnerships

662. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide in tabular format a list of his Department’s public private partnership projects
in payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected
amount of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36677/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department
does not currently have any Public Private Partnerships Projects.

Public Services

663. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his
Department outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the
past 12 months. [36693/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department
uses outsourcing to provide certain services when such proves to be more cost effective and
Department staff are not available.

The information requested for the past twelve months is outlined in the attached table.

Outsourcing Contract Nature of Work Expenditure for past
12 months €

South Western Services Calf Birth registration and Passport issue service 5,115,793

South Western Services Handling, processing and verification of farm to farm 989,873
movements and on farm death notifications

Accenture Single Payment System (SPS) Development and 1,426,845
Maintenance

Bizmap Ltd. eReps ApplicationDevelopment and Maintenance 184,996

Creative AD Work on HTML File for Irish and English review and 1,107
Outlook 2011/12

Departmental Expenditure

664. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012
allocations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36709/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A substantial pro-
portion of the Department’s Vote is allocated to schemes and services, many of which are
demand led. Expenditure covers a wide range of activities including payments to farmers under
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various schemes, food safety, animal and public health areas and Grants-in Aid to State bodies.
Actual expenditure in any year is dependent on a number of variables such as the level of
scheme participation, fully documented claims being lodged and the incidence of animal
disease.

Departmental Agencies

665. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to
the Exchequer. [36725/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The most recent
figures available for the annual cost of the State Bodies under the aegis of my Department
which receive exchequer funding are outlined below:

Body Total amount of Central Funding for each Agency

2010 2011

Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board (ALAB) €332,000 €300,000

Bord Bia (Irish Food Board) €34.7m €34.3m

Bord Iascaigh Mhara €17.4m €16.7m

Bord na gCon €11.9m €11.5m

COFORD — National Council for Forest Research Subsumed into Department —
and Development of Agriculture, Food and

the Marine

Horse Racing Ireland €47.4m €45.8m

Marine Institute €24.2m €24.2m

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) €11.3m €10.2m

Teagasc €126.2m €132.2m

Departmental Staff

666. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since
March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36741/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Retired civil or
public servants have been re-engaged in my Department since March 2012 in the following
capacity:

• Two have been assigned to my Department to the post of temporary Clerical Officer
on fixed term contracts of 10 weeks duration, both contracts expire 31 August 2012.
The officers have been placed on the first point of the Clerical Officer salary scale —
€19, 814 p.a. (€379.72 per week). Recruitment of these officers was carried out by the
Public Appointments Service.

• Two have been rehired on a contract for services basis for a limited period as contrac-
tors to carry out important management functions within my Department’s laboratory
network. These contracts will expire in August and September 2012 respectively. The
gross payments to both contractors to date amount to €12,829.
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667. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since
March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules
to not apply. [36757/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): One temporary
Clerical Officer who was recruited by the Public Appointments Service was assigned to my
Department for a 10 week period until 31 August 2012 and is a retired public servant to whom
the pension abatement rules do not apply.

Departmental Expenditure

668. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36773/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The allocation for
the telecommunications budget in my Department for 2012 is €4,453,840. Expenditure from
this budget covers the cost of telephony services such as rental of fixed voice and data lines,
connections to the Government Virtual Network (VPN), broadband, mobile voice and data,
telephonists, upgrading and replacement of telephony equipment and the maintenance and
support contracts on telecommunications equipment.

Departmental Funding

669. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason
the agriculture budget for current expenditure in 2013 will be reduced by 8% while other
Government Departments will reduce by 2.5%. [36831/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All Departments
were allocated expenditure ceilings following Government decision on the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework which was introduced in the Comprehensive Expenditure Report
2012-2014. The Government decision was taken in the context of striking a balance between
needs and priorities on a multi-annual basis and to meet the requirements of the overall fiscal
commitments which are firmly focused on returning the public finances to a sustainable path
and bringing the General Government Deficit below 3% by end 2015.

670. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if there is
an underspend in the agriculture budget in 2012 can this be carried forward to 2013. [36832/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under current
rules, Departments can apply to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for per-
mission to carry forward capital budget savings from one year to the next up to a maximum of
10% of the previous year’s capital budget.

Departmental Staff

671. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average
number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department
section in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his
Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular
form. [36836/12]
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Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The information
requested by the Deputy in respect of the overall Departmental sick leave statistics is contained
in the Table below. A breakdown by Department section is not available.

2009 2010 2011

Total no. of days lost to sick leave 39,409 33,454 30,796

Total number employed in Year 4,389 4,213 3,758

Average number of sick days per staff 8.9 7.9 8.1
member

Median number of sick days taken 2 2 2

*Total number employed during the year regardless of whether they joined or left during the year.

Single Payment Scheme

672. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will provide in tabular form in 2011 the total number and geographic location by county of
recipients of Single Farm Payments in the following value brackets €0 to €5,000, €5,000 to
€10,000, €10,000 to €15,000, €15,000 to €20,000, €20,000 to €25,000, €25,000 to €30,000, €30,000
to €35,000, €35,000 to €40,000, €40,000 to €45,0000, €45,000 to €50,000, €50,000 to €60,000,
€60,000 to €70,000, €70,000 to €80,000, €80,000 to €90,000, €90,000 to €100,000, €100,000 to
€150,000, €200,000, €200,000 to €250,000 and more than €250,000. [36872/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The information
is contained in the following tables:

Amount Carlow Cavan Clare Cork Donegal Dublin Galway Kerry
Paid /

County

0 to 5,000 438 2,277 2,519 3,598 5,186 240 6,031 3,437

5,000 to 368 1,271 1,911 3,138 1,530 118 3,320 2,202
10,000

10,000 to 250 586 868 2,138 580 67 1,365 1,023
15,000

15,000 to 169 327 362 1,349 259 67 582 446
20,000

20,000 to 126 132 164 930 140 28 249 196
25,000

25,000 to 79 64 95 538 68 22 126 114
30,000

30,000 to 63 28 41 382 53 14 64 68
35,000

35,000 to 33 20 22 217 38 17 40 39
40,000

40,000 to 27 11 12 134 29 10 23 29
45,0000

45,000 to 15 3 9 90 15 2 12 15
50,000

50,000 to 22 15 14 126 19 8 17 17
60,000

60,000 to 23 5 7 78 14 7 7 5
70,000
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[Deputy Simon Coveney.]

Amount Carlow Cavan Clare Cork Donegal Dublin Galway Kerry
Paid /

County

70,000 to 5 3 4 41 6 8 4 7
80,000

80,000 to 4 2 4 28 8 4 8 0
90,000

90,000 to 5 1 2 17 2 2 1 1
100,000

100,000 to 9 2 2 20 12 4 1 0
150,000

150,000 to 1 0 0 8 1 3 1 1
200,000

200,000 to 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
250,000

more than 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
250,000

Amount Kildare Kilkenny Laois Leitrim Limerick Longford Louth Mayo Meath
Paid /

County

0 to 605 732 828 2,102 1,885 1,038 570 6,806 1,274
5,000

5,000 to 407 709 633 864 1,309 659 322 3,077 765
10,000

10,000 to 282 539 477 249 766 317 182 881 472
15,000

15,000 to 199 452 324 75 477 134 116 322 329
20,000

20,000 to 130 304 201 30 268 85 86 122 235
25,000

25,000 to 101 197 134 13 136 45 54 52 152
30,000

30,000 to 65 163 88 9 82 21 36 27 111
35,000

35,000 to 46 109 65 5 47 15 19 12 74
40,000

40,000 to 33 57 41 3 39 16 16 5 52
45,0000

45,000 to 31 36 30 2 25 6 16 3 47
50,000

50,000 to 44 62 37 3 27 3 27 7 48
60,000

60,000 to 14 31 20 1 20 7 11 2 39
70,000

70,000 to 20 11 11 0 6 6 6 0 29
80,000

80,000 to 8 13 8 1 3 2 8 1 19
90,000

90,000 to 7 4 5 0 4 2 4 1 17
100,000

100,000 16 8 6 2 5 0 9 1 26
to
150,000
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Amount Kildare Kilkenny Laois Leitrim Limerick Longford Louth Mayo Meath
Paid /

County

150,000 2 1 2 0 0 0 2 0 8
to
200,000

200,000 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3
to
250,000

more 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2
than
250,000

Amount Monaghan Offaly Roscommon Sligo Tipperary Waterford Westmeath Wexford Wicklow
Paid /

County

0 to 1,802 1,009 2,702 2,241 1,651 558 1,061 948 624
5,000

5,000 to 1,114 735 1,665 1,058 1,666 504 713 883 510
10,000

10,000 to 494 456 694 340 1,147 371 408 631 288
15,000

15,000 to 265 271 277 148 790 271 273 483 197
20,000

20,000 to 114 175 116 63 518 218 161 337 124
25,000

25,000 to 63 112 81 22 345 144 88 230 90
30,000

30,000 to 32 71 44 11 218 94 63 131 59
35,000

35,000 to 19 44 21 11 155 47 44 104 41
40,000

40,000 to 11 40 8 4 102 49 27 63 35
45,0000

45,000 to 14 18 10 1 83 30 14 49 28
50,000

50,000 to 11 28 8 5 88 53 28 49 25
60,000

60,000 to 6 20 5 3 36 26 19 34 11
70,000

70,000 to 0 9 5 2 32 10 12 21 8
80,000

80,000 to 1 5 1 0 20 8 8 9 5
90,000

90,000 to 0 4 2 0 22 6 0 7 2
100,000

100,000 0 10 1 0 19 9 7 13 7
to
150,000

150,000 0 1 0 0 3 2 2 2 0
to
200,000

200,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
to
250,000
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[Deputy Simon Coveney.]

Amount Monaghan Offaly Roscommon Sligo Tipperary Waterford Westmeath Wexford Wicklow
Paid /

County

more 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1
than
250,000

EU Funding

673. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the total amount of money Ireland receives under the Common Agricultural Policy in total
and broken down by pillar in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011. [36873/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The following are
the amounts received by Ireland under the Common Agricultural Policy.

Year European European Veterinary Fund Guarantee
Agricultural Agricultural Fund Total Fund/Guidance for

Rural Development
and Guarantee Fund

(Pillar 1) (Pillar 2)

€m €m €m €m

2008 1,459 355 8 1,822

2009 1,320 329 6 1,655

2010 1,305 381 14 1,700

2011 1,298 348 20 1,666

Family Support Services

674. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an
independent review of the circumstances relative to the care of a family (details supplied) will
be undertaken by the Health Service Executive to evaluate if the rights of the children and
their parents are being honoured; if all of the complaints made have been fully investigated
and responded to; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36441/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with the
most up-to-date information.

Foster Care

675. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
number of children in private foster care in Ireland year on year for the past ten years; the
annual cost of providing this care; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36243/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE has advised
me that 249 children were placed in private foster care at a cost of €6,727,698 in 2009, 304
children were placed in private foster care at a cost of €9,581,360 in 2010 and 360 children were
placed in private foster care at a cost of €12,893,243 in 2011. The information requested for
the period 2002 to 2008 is not available at this time.
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Child Care Services

676. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount
and value of the recent allocation of childcare funding that was awarded to facilities in County
Kildare; the way this compares with other areas of the country; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [36279/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The maximum grant
available was €50,000 (including VAT). The aim of the funding is to provide support to child-
care settings to address remedial, maintenance and renovation work, or to purchase equipment.

Following a robust appraisal of all applications received, 290 applications were approved for
funding with the average amount approved being €21,000. Of the total number of applications
approved, 125 were from private childcare facilities. Of the total amount approved, 63% was
approved for renovation/expansion works, 25% was approved for the purchase of equipment,
11% for maintenance works, and 0.5% was in respect of professional fees associated with the
capital works.

The figures available to my Department are broken down in line with the City and County
Childcare Committee structures. The figures for Kildare indicates that 5 applications were
approved for funding. The total funding approved for these groups amounts to € 92,764.

The successful applications were those that represented the most complete, coherent, precise
and compelling cases for funding. The investment is not allocated on a geographical basis but
has been directed, to the greatest extent possible, to addressing the most urgent works, and
supporting the quality of services making the greatest impact for disadvantaged children and
communities.

Foster Care

677. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will
provide a detailed timeframe as to when the 630 unvetted foster care workers will be vetted;
if she will provide a comprehensive report on the way this happened; and the action that will
be taken to ensure that it never happens again. [36433/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child Care
Act 1991 the Health Service Executive has a statutory duty to promote the welfare of children
who are not receiving adequate care and protection. The majority of children in care are in
foster care, one third of whom are placed with relatives.

General foster care applicants undergo an assessment and training process to establish their
suitability and competence. This process has six stages:

• Application.

• Assessment by a social worker.

• Garda vetting, medical and referenced checks (including garda checks of adult children
of the foster carers living at home).

• Approval by the Fostering Committee — specific age/type of foster care.

• Approval of the ‘match’ between the foster carers with the Care Plan of the prospec-
tive child.

• Placement of a child with the foster carers.
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[Deputy Frances Fitzgerald.]

When a child is being placed in foster care, the suitability of a placement with relatives is
explored in the first instance. Where the HSE is satisfied that an immediate placement with
relatives is in the interests of the child, such placement frequently occurs before full approval
of the committee is in place. Such emergency placements are provided for in Child Care
(Placement of Children in Foster Care) regulations, 1995. Prior to and during the early stages
of a placement, the relative is assessed by a principal social worker, including early Garda
vetting. This is followed by a full assessment and approval by the foster care committee as
outlined above.

The Deputy refers to a figure of 630 foster carers. This figure relates to December 2011 and
refers to the number of foster carers that had not yet been fully approved by the Foster Care
Committee. It should be noted that 540 of these were relatives of the child in care.

The Deputy should note that a child being placed in a placement awaiting final approval
does not necessarily equate with a child being placed with a family that has not been vetted.

I am happy to advise the Deputy that progress has been made in recent months in reducing
the numbers of foster careers awaiting final approval. This follows the Government’s decision
to make an additional budgeting provision of €19m for child welfare and protection services
in 2012.

At the end of March 2012, I am advised by the HSE that 505 foster carers were awaiting
final approval by the foster care panel, 417 of whom, were relatives of the child in care.

Foster care assessments can take a number of months to complete, due to their comprehen-
sive nature.

Children in Care

678. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number
of high support and or special care secure accommodation unit residential places in total in the
State; if she will confirm the location of the facilities in question; if she will confirm the number
of children currently awaiting such a placement on the direction and/or recommendation of a
judge; if she will outline the average waiting time for a child to be provided such a placement
after the direction and or recommendation of a judge; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [36521/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are three desig-
nated special care units in the country where children are detained on order of the high court
for their own safety. There is a unit in Ballydowd in Dublin, which has a capacity of 10 beds,
another in Gleann Álainn in Cork with a capacity of 5 beds and Coovagh House in Limerick
with a capacity of 5 beds, although I am advised by the HSE that admissions to Coovagh House
are capped at 2 for the present time following refurbishment of the unit.

There are two National High Support Units in Ireland, Rath Na nÓg, Castleblaney and
Crannóg Nua, Portrane with a total of 16 places. With respect to the other matters raised by
the Deputy, I have asked the HSE for the most up to date figures and I will correspond directly
with the Deputy when these are received.

Departmental Agencies

679. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of her
Department or any State agency under her Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project
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in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address,
amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [36534/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The material requested
by the Deputy from my Department is been collated and will be forwarded directly to the
Deputy. In relation to the agencies under the aegis of my Department, I have asked them to
respond directly to the Deputy with the most up-to-date information.

Ministerial Advisers

680. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by her or her Ministers of State since March
2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special
Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors
since March 2011. [36599/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In accordance with
Department of Finance instructions on Ministerial appointments, my Advisers were placed on
the first point of the Principal Officer standard scale on appointment. None was appointed with
a salary exceeding the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale as mentioned by
the Deputy.

Departmental Agencies

681. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members’ fees paid to agencies under her aegis
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36615/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like to inform
the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my Depart-
ment’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support Agency
(FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for Children.
With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention Schools
as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.

I am responsible for all Board of Management appointments. It should be noted that all
current members of the Board of Management for the Children Detention Schools waived
their fees when they were appointed earlier this year.

Based on current remuneration for Board membership, I can confirm that the annual saving
to the Exchequer if all Board members fees were cut by 25% is €40,200. The annual savings if
they were cut by 35% is €56,279 and the annual savings if they were cut by 50% is €80,399.

The Ombudsman for Children’s Office does not have a Board of Management.

682. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under her aegis were
capped at €100,000. [36631/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like to inform
the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my Depart-
ment’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support Agency
(FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for Children.
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[Deputy Frances Fitzgerald.]

In relation to my Department, the annual saving to the Exchequer (based on 2012
remuneration) if the pay of all CEOs of State Agencies were capped at €100,000 is €41,374.

With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention
Schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001. The Children’s Detention Schools do
not have a Chief Executive Officer.

The Ombudsman for Children’s Office does not have a Chief Executive Officer and I under-
stand that the Ombudsman for Children has written to you directly in this regard.

The Chief Executive Officer post for the Family Support Agency is currently vacant and is
therefore not included in above figure.

Foreign Adoptions

683. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the current
status of a bilateral agreement between Russia and Ireland to enable adoption from Russia
recommence; and if he will publish a detailed time frame as to when she expects this to hap-
pen. [36644/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Adoptions from
Russia, effected under the transitional arrangements provided for in the Adoption Act 2010,
are ongoing and are currently being examined, and recognised, by the Adoption Authority of
Ireland (AAI). Under the provisions of the legislation, such adoptions may take place up to
the end of October 2013.

As regards adoptions thereafter, Russia has not ratified the Hague Convention and there
appears to be no immediate prospect that this will happen. Therefore, future adoptions from
Russia, beyond those provided for under the transitional arrangements, may only be possible
under a bilateral agreement. The negotiation of bilateral agreements on inter-country adoption
with states who have not ratified the Hague Convention is governed by Section 73 of the
Adoption Act 2010. Any bilateral arrangements which might be entered into would be required
by law to meet the minimum standards set out in the Hague Convention.

It is the role of the Adoption Authority to make an assessment of whether the inter-country
adoption legislation and practices in a non-contracting state, in this case Russia, are in com-
pliance with both Irish legislation and the principles of the Hague Convention. As part of this
assessment the Adoption Authority has reviewed a draft bilateral agreement presented to it
during previous discussions with its Russian counterparts and has provided me with an initial
assessment in this regard. As a result of this, the issues which may require further exploration
with the Russian authorities have been considered. I have recently asked the Adoption Auth-
ority to engage further with the Russian authorities on issues raised in their report to me.

My Department has also requested the further advices of the Attorney General’s office in
relation to the requirement for post placement reports in the context of intercountry adoption.

Consultancy Contracts

684. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal,
consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the
amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36647/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information
requested is being compiled by my Department and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.
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Departmental Expenditure

685. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in her Department or State agencies
under her aegis. [36663/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I presume the Deputy
is enquiring about the use of agency staff to meet a short-term service need or where some
flexibility in staffing a service is required. In that regard, I can confirm that my Department,
the Adoption Authority of Ireland, the Family Support Agency and the Children’s Detention
Schools do not presently engage such services.

There are 4 agency staff employed by the National Educational Welfare Board on a short
term basis every quarter for school return data entry purposes. The cost of this from January
to June of this year was €38,341.

I understand that the Office of the Ombudsman for Children will provide the information
directly to the Deputy.

Public Private Partnerships

686. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide in tabular format a list of her Department’s public private partnership projects in
payment; the name of the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount
of PPP repayments by Government for each project. [36679/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department does
not have any public private partnership projects.

Public Services

687. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of her Depart-
ment outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36695/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department has
not outsourced any public service provision responsibilities.

Departmental Expenditure

688. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allo-
cations on staff and or resources in her Department. [36711/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I assume the Deputy
is referring to savings with regard to staff retiring, resigning or working shorter hours. A
number of staff retired from my Department earlier this year. Also, a number of staff intend
availing of the provisions of the shorter working year. Furthermore, my Department is in
discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding staffing levels.
Given the fluidity of the situation, therefore, it is not possible to say at this point in time what
the overall savings in 2012 will be.
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Departmental Agencies

689. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide a list of State agencies under her aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the
Exchequer. [36727/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like to inform
the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my Depart-
ment’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support Agency
(FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for Children.
With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention Schools
as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001.

I have set out in tabular format below, the annual cost to the Exchequer for 2012 for agencies
and bodies under the remit of my Department:

Agency/ Body Programme Expenditure € 2012
Vote 40

Adoption Authority of Ireland C.7 €3,300m

Family Support Agency A.3 €26,465m

National Educational Welfare Board A.4 €9,622m

Children’s Detention Schools A.7 €17,195m

Ombudsman for Children’s Office C.8 €2,112m

Departmental Staff

690. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by her Department since
March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36743/12]

691. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by her Department since
March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules
to not apply. [36759/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 690 and 691 together.

I can confirm to the Deputy that no retired civil or public servant has been rehired or
retained by my Department since March 2012 leading to payment of salary or on a short-term
contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules do not apply.

Telecommunications Services

692. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide details of her telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36775/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The resource allo-
cation made available to my Department under Vote 40 is contained in the Revised Estimates
for Public Services 2012 which was published by the Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform in February 2012. The Deputy will note that a funding provision of €125,000 has been
made available this year towards Postal and Telecommunications Services.

1376



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

Departmental Staff

693. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of
sick days taken by staff in her Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick
days per staff in total across her Department and broken down by Department section in 2009,
2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across her Department and
broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36838/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As my Department
was only established on 2nd June 2011, I am not in a position to provide statistics relating to
the years 2009 and 2010 as they would be included in the returns from the Departments where
the staff involved served prior to transfer to my Department. In 2011, a total of 1154.83 days
were lost due to sick leave. The median number of days lost was 2. These figures relate to the
whole of 2011. It is not possible to provide the information requested broken down by section
as the information is not collated in a manner which allows for this.

Child Poverty

694. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will
ensure the implementation of the commitment in the Programme for Government to an area
based approach to tackling child poverty and for greater use of an evidence based approach in
the delivery of services to children, young people and families as recently called for by the
member organisations of the prevention and early intervention programme; if she supports the
need for a greater emphasis on prevention and early intervention in children’s services; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [36889/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As Minister for Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs, improving children’s outcomes is my primary objective. Early child-
hood care and education programmes, in particular those that are aimed at low income families,
are priorities to enhance children’s opportunities for social and educational development, to
support parents and to help to break the inter-generational cycle of disadvantage. The network
of 107 family resource centres that are funded by the Family Support Agency, under the remit
of my Department have an important role in this regard. This year some 66,000 children
throughout the country will benefit from the free preschool year in Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) programme, while some 26,000 children, in low income households, will
benefit under the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, which provides places
in a range of childcare settings in local communities. Under the Childcare Education and Train-
ing Support (CETS) programme, a further 2,800 places are available for children of parents in
training programmes. In 2012, some €230 million in all will be provided by my Department for
these schemes designed to support young children’s social and educational development.

My Department also supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and
services, including programmes for young people living in disadvantaged communities.In 2012,
funding of€56.6 million will be invested in provision for youth. The programmes are delivered
by the voluntary youth work sector. They include ‘out of school’ projects in non formal edu-
cation settings and projects which aim to divert ‘at risk’ young people in disadvantaged areas
from the dangers of substance misuse; as well as the provision of community centres, youth
facilities and sports clubs which are used by some 535,000 young people throughout the country.

The National Educational Welfare Board, under the remit of my Department, as part of its
responsibilities is charged with developing the School Completion Programme and the Home
School Community Liaison Scheme to address the needs of children who may experience diffi-
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culties in fully participating in education. These programmes and the results of pilot projects
to enhance children’s development in Tallaght, Northside and Ballymun, which are jointly
funded by my Department with a philanthropic organisation, will inform the Government’s
plans to develop a new area based approach to child poverty. One of my priorities, as Minister
for Children and Youth Affairs, is to enhance the role of early intervention and support prog-
rammes for the most vulnerable children and their families in the context of the new Child and
Family Support Agency.Submissions from the members of the Prevention and Early Inter-
vention Programme will of course be considered in this regard.

Children in Care

695. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number
of aged out foreign national young persons currently in the care of the State, in tabular form;
each young person’s status vis-a-vis entitlement to remain in the State; their nationality; the
number of years each young person has been here; the number of years each young person has
been in the care of the State; if deportation orders have been made against each young person;
if they entered the State with a parent or guardian; if they are currently in receipt of the same
level of care as other Irish citizen young people who had been in the care of the State and are
now over 18 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36891/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The immediate and
ongoing needs of separated children seeking asylum (SCSA) as well as their application for
refugee status are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE) in accordance with
the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) and the Child Care Act 1991. Where children are identified
by An Garda Síochána, at the point of entry, the circumstances are investigated and if there
are any concerns about the welfare of the child, they are placed into the care of the HSE. On
reaching 18 years of age, they are no longer under the care of the state under the Child Care
Act 1991 and are referred by the HSE to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) for
transfer to adult accommodation and service provision in the direct provision system. However,
the HSE is committed to ensuring continuity of care for all young people who are undertaking
their leaving certificate and therefore interprets “18th birthday” as the end of a school
year/leaving certificate year following their 18th birthday. The HSE and the RIA have an
agreed policy in relation to the accommodation of separated children seeking asylum who reach
the age of 18 years and there is regular liaison between the two agencies.

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy regarding the number of young asylum
seekers who are not in the care of the state, but are being supported by the HSE and the
number of years each young person has been in the care of the state. The Minister for Justice,
Equality and Defence has statutory responsibility for the other information requested about
asylum seekers.

Child Protection

696. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans for
the integration of the Health Service Executives child protection services, the youth probation
service and the national educational welfare board; the timeframe for the implementation of
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36893/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Task Force which
was set up to advise on the necessary transition programme to establish a Child and Family
Support Agency, has submitted its final report to me. The report will be laid before the Houses
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of the Oireachtas and launched tomorrow, Friday 20th July. The report contains advice on a
number of key issues which will inform the preparation of the necessary legislation to establish
the new Agency. This includes advice on those services considered by the Task Force as falling
within the remit of the Agency. The recommendations deserve careful and detailed consider-
ation by myself and my officials. I will also need to consult with my Ministerial colleagues
whose areas of responsibilities are referred to in the report.

Extensive work is under way in my Department, and in the HSE, to prepare for the establish-
ment of the Child and Family Support Agency. I am satisfied that we are making excellent
progress in terms of the necessary preparatory work required to meet the Government’s
ambitious timetable, which will see the Agency assuming full statutory responsibility for
services for children and families early in 2013.

Medical Cards

697. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card
application in respect of a person (details supplied) [35968/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

698. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) [35974/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

National Lottery Funding

699. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the
national lottery grant application in respect of an organisation (details supplied) in County
Corki [35978/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has received an application for
funding from the 2012 National Lottery allocation from the organisation in question. This is
one of a large number currently being assessed by my Department, and the Deputy will be
informed of the outcome of the application as soon as a decision has been made.

Medical Cards

700. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) [35983/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

701. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) [35997/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

702. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card in respect of a person (details supplied). [35998/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

703. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will review the medical card
decision in respect of a person (details supplied). [35999/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

704. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card
application in respect of a person (details supplied) [36012/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

705. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will give me an update on a
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) [36146/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

706. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an application for
a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) [36149/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

National Carers Strategy

707. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when he will publish the carers’
strategy. [36427/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am pleased to
inform the Deputy that the National Carers’ Strategy was launched today and is available on
the Department of Health’s website at www.doh.ie.

Hospital Staff

708. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health his views that hospital consultant
salary levels are out of line with our European neighbours; and his plans to reform this area
of expenditure in view of the reform remit of his Department. [36440/12]

778. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if, in the context of the State’s financial
position and also the remuneration rates in other European states, there are plans to renego-
tiate the contracts of hospital consultants which would generate savings to the Exchequer but
also permit the recruitment of additional consultants and thereby reducing patient waiting
times [36596/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 708 and 778
together.

The Programme for Government, recognising that consultants remuneration rates are rela-
tively high, provides for a reduction. However, my immediate priority is to achieve more effec-
tive implementation of the existing contract and to reform how services are delivered to
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patients. I am satisfied that considerable efficiencies can be achieved under the terms of the
2008 contract and the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014, if consultants embrace this reform
agenda. I believe that the efficiencies, productivity increases and reform, if achieved, will be
worth more to the health system than simply reducing the pay of consultants and the Govern-
ment has endorsed this approach.

Consultations with the consultant representative bodies under the Public Service Agreement
framework commenced on 16th May. Management submitted detailed proposals to the rep-
resentative bodies on 17th May for consideration. A meeting between the parties took place
on 17th July and a further meeting is scheduled for 24th July. I have previously stated that this
process needs to be focussed on the achievement of worthwhile and measurable change and
must also be concluded within a reasonable period, in line with the provisions of the Public
Service Agreement.

There has been a significant increase in consultant numbers over the past 10 years. However,
given the State’s financial position, the health sector is subject to overall Government policy
on recruitment and must make an appropriate contribution to the commitment to reduce public
service numbers. Health employment numbers must be reduced to approximately 102,000 by
the end of this year. Any further consultant appointments made must be within this policy
context.

Medical Cards

709. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be
approved in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kilkenny [36443/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Proposed Legislation

710. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health when he expects the misuse of drugs
legislation to be updated to tackle the street sale of Benzodiazepines; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36807/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): A person who has
in his possession a prescription medicine containing a substance controlled under the Misuse
of Drugs legislation for the purpose of selling or otherwise supplying it, is guilty of an offence
under that legislation. Under the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply)
Regulations, it is prohibited for a person to supply a prescription medicine except in accordance
with a prescription and the supply must be made from a registered pharmacy by or under the
personal supervision of a registered pharmacist. A person who contravenes these Regulations
is guilty of an offence.

My Department is reviewing the Misuse of Drugs Regulations with a view to imposing
additional controls on certain prescription drugs such as benzodiazepine and z-drug medicines
being traded illicitly. Part of that review includes a wide-ranging consultation process with key
stakeholders, including the IMB and the Department of Justice as well as Customs and the
Garda Siochána, on proposed amendments to the Regulations. These proposed amendments
include the introduction of an offence of possession as well as import and export controls on
such drugs, thereby assisting the law enforcement roles of Customs and of the Garda Siochána.
The views expressed during the consultation process, now nearly complete, will be considered
in any decision taken regarding amendments to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations. In accordance
with EU law, it may be necessary to notify the EU Commission and Member States of the
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proposed regulations which would impose a 3 month standstill period on the making of the
regulations.

While it is impossible to state when the amending regulations will be finalised, the matter is
being progressed as quickly as possible in my Department. I can assure the Deputy that the
enforcement of the law relating to the sale of drugs, including prescription drugs, continues to
be a priority in the Government’s commitment to tackling the issue of drug misuse in this
jurisdiction.

General Medical Services Scheme

711. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health the reason an injection (details
supplied) has been removed from medical cards and if he will reconsider same [35949/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Some vitamin B12
injections are covered by the General Medical Services (GMS) scheme. If the Deputy can
furnish me with the details of the injection in question, I will have the matter investigated.

Medical Cards

712. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an appeal for a full medical
will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny [35969/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

713. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will be
transferred from the Dublin area to midland area as soon as a position becomes available
[35986/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Care of the Elderly

714. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question
559 of the 26 October 2011 if he will provide an update of the review of the care and welfare
regulations in designated centres with a particular focus on supported care homes; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [35990/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The review of the
Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older People)
Regulations 2009 has been completed and draft revised Regulations are with the Attorney
General’s Office. Th e supported care homes the Deputy is referring to do not provide 24 hour
nursing care or, in some cases, the person in charge is not a registered nurse. An amendment
to the current Regulations came into effect on 30th March 2012, the effect of which was to
allow the Health Information and Quality Authority to progress applications for registration
of these homes prior to the deadline of 30th June.

Hospital Waiting Lists

715. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person
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(details supplied) in County Westmeath receives a date for their pending heart surgery in
Galway Hospital [36006/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is working to
unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system, and by
streamlining waiting lists, including the management of referrals from GPs by hospitals. The
SDU is working closely with its partner agencies — mainly the HSE and the NTPF. As a
priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had no patients
waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of hospitals
achieved this objective. During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery of a 9
month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
hospital involved.

Hospital Accommodation

716. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the progress in relation to
discussions between his Department and the National Asset Management Agency in relation
to the possible relocation of the National Maternity Hospital at Holles Street to vacant build-
ings at Elm Park Merrion Road Dublin 4; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36069/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Dublin maternity hospitals have been work-
ing with the HSE in relation to the development of their business cases for relocation. All
options for the relocation of the National Maternity Hospital at Holles Street are being
explored and in this regard discussions have taken place with NAMA in relation to the Elm
Park site. There are significant issues of capacity and risk in the existing hospital buildings in
Holles Street and I am eager to find a viable solution.

Hospital Waiting Lists

717. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in
County Westmeath will receive an operation [36104/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is working to
unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system, and by
streamlining waiting lists, including the management of referrals from GPs by hospitals. The
SDU is working closely with its partner agencies — mainly the HSE and the NTPF. As a
priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had no patients
waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of hospitals
achieved this objective. During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery of a 9
month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
hospital involved.

Patient Transport

718. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the future of the
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subsidised patient return bus service from County Donegal to hospitals in Dublin; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36192/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Proposed Legislation

719. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when the intends to introduce
amending legislation to give persons with long term illness cards, free general practitioner
services and to implement other reforms in relation to the general medical card scheme partic-
ularly in relation to general practitioner services and access to free prescriptions; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36199/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The Programme for
Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Universal
Health Insurance with equal access to care for all. As part of this, the Government is committed
to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office. Primary
legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a universal GP
service without fees. Legislation to allow the Minister for Health to make regulations to extend
access to GP services without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently being drafted
by the Attorney General’s office and will be published shortly. Implementation dates and
application details will be announced in due course.

Programme for Government

720. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his priorities for the year ahead
and the achievements from the Programme for Government to date; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36206/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is facing a significant challenge in 2012
given the need to set expenditure levels within the parameters of the National Recovery Plan.
The health sector has experienced a significant reduction over the last three years, both budget-
ary and staffing. Notwithstanding these constraints the following has been achieved:

• the HSE has operated the Croke Park Agreement very effectively, with over 3,500
staff redeployed, and a reduction in overall numbers of over 6,000;

• a range of measures are being actively progressed during 2012 to enhance income
collection;

• a 7% increase in in-patient discharges and a 6% increase in ED admissions;

• in relation to a basket of 24 procedures, the national target of 75% of cases treated as
day cases has been achieved;

• significant improvements in hospital waiting times, with 9,100 fewer patients waiting
on trolleys when compared to the same period in 2011. This equates to a 19% year-
on-year improvement;

• implementation of clinical programmes which saved 70,000 bed days last year, thereby
allowing for more patients to be treated more efficiently;
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• cost reductions within the health sector which are impressive by international stan-
dards, particularly within the hospital sector;

• 1.8m people now with medical cards, and 130,000 with GP visit cards;

• legislation to abolish restrictions on GPs wishing to become contractors under the
GMS was passed and has come into effect;

• significant advances in mental health services in the implementation of A Vision for
Change, in particular improved child and adolescent mental health services;

• advances in the care of older people, with almost 23,000 clients now supported under
Fair Deal;

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012 was recently published and is
being introduced in the Seanad today. The Bill provides for the introduction of a system of
generic substitution and reference pricing. Currently, when a specific brand of medicine is
prescribed for a patient, a pharmacist can only supply that particular brand, even when less
expensive generic versions of the same medicine are available. The Bill permits pharmacists to
substitute medicines which have been designated as interchangeable by the Irish Medicines
Board.

Primary care facilities will be developed at twenty locations across the country using the
public private partnership mechanism. This demonstrates the Government’s commitment to
the delivery of health care in the primary care setting. This PPP initiative will complement
and build on the processes HSE has already in place in its capital programme. Primary care
infrastructure development, through a combination of public and private investment, will facili-
tate the delivery of multidisciplinary primary health care and represents a tangible refocusing
of the health service to deliver care in the most appropriate and lowest cost setting. The
Exchequer will continue to fund the delivery of Primary Care Centres also.

On 17th July 2012, I announced the planned recruitment of over 270 new staff to work in
Primary Care, funded by a special allocation of €20m which was set aside as part of the HSE’s
2012 National Service Plan. The funding will provide for the employment of 17 Clinical Nurse
Specialists to support the Integrated Care Diabetes Programme and some 255 other Primary
Care Team posts, including Public Health Nurses, Registered General Nurses, Physiotherapists,
Occupational Therapists and Speech and Language Therapists.

I can also report progress in chronic disease management, particularly for the management
of diabetes and on the preparation of legislation to allow for the extension of free GP care to
persons with long term illnesses.

In relation to the governance of the HSE, the Health Service Executive (Governance) Bill
2012 was published on 18th July. The legislation will allow the putting in place of a Director
General and six new Directorates, closely aligned to specific areas of service such as primary
care, mental health, hospitals and more. The new structure will allow a reorganisation of
services to prepare the way for the wider introduction of the ‘money follows the patient prin-
ciple’ and the ultimate introduction of Universal Health Insurance. The Health Service Execu-
tive (Governance) Bill 2012 will:

(i) abolish the Board structure of the Health Service Executive (HSE) and provide for a
Directorate to be the new governing body for the HSE in place of the Board, headed by a
Director General;
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(ii) provide for further accountability arrangements for the HSE; and

(iii) provide for related matters including a number of technical amendments to take
account of the replacement of the Board structure by the Directorate structure.

My priority over the next twelve months will be to accelerate the type of service delivery
reforms that will move to models of care across all service/care groups which treat patients at
the lowest level of complexity and provide services at the best possible unit cost. We will
move further towards a health system that provides access based on need rather than income,
underpinned by a strengthened primary care sector, a restructured hospital sector and a more
transparent “money follows the patient” system of funding that will be supported ultimately
by Universal Health Insurance.

I have referred the other matters raised by the Deputy to the HSE for direct reply.

Home Help Service

721. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that home
help is provided to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36208/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Health Service Staff

722. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that those
staff who worked for the old health boards repay the thousands of euros that they have been
overpaid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36223/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

European Court of Human Rights Judgments

723. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a case
(details supplied); the position of the European Courts on Human Rights in relation to this
matter; when he expects to make a statement on the expert group’s decision; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36224/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy might be aware, the European
Court of Human Rights heard in December 2009 an application by three women that it is a
breach of their rights under the Council of Europe Convention on Human Rights for the Irish
State not to provide abortion in circumstances where a woman wishes to undergo an abortion
(the A, B and C case). The judgment of the Court confirmed that Article 40.3.3 of the Consti-
tution is in conformity with the European Convention on Human Rights. The Court accepted
that Article 40.3.3 of the Irish Constitution, as interpreted by the Supreme Court in the X case,
provides that it is lawful to terminate a pregnancy in Ireland if it is established as a matter of
probability that there is a real and substantial risk to the life, as distinct from the health, of the
mother, which can only avoided by a termination of the pregnancy. This has not been altered
by this judgment. The Court ruled that “no criteria or procedures have been... laid down in
Irish law... by which that risk is to be measured or determined, leading to uncertaintyχ” and
held that further legal clarity was required.
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On foot of the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in the A, B and C v
Ireland case, and to fulfil a commitment included in the Programme for Government, the
Government established an Expert Group on 13th January 2012 to make recommendations on
how this matter should be properly addressed. The Group, chaired by Hon Justice Mr. Sean
Ryan, has made very good progress and is currently in the process of finalising its report.
However, the Group requested a short extension to the time limit it was given to complete its
work. They expect their report will be completed and submitted to me by the end of September
and I will subsequently submit it to Government.

Maternity Services

724. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement the
recommendations of the Health Service Executive commissioned report reviewing maternity
services in the greater Dublin area prepared by KPMG in 2009; if he intends to relocate the
Coombe Women and Infants University Hospital to Tallaght Hospital; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36238/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Departmental Reports

725. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the reasons for the delay in the
publication of the report by the Expert Group on the A, B and C vs. Ireland judgment of the
European Court of Human Rights; when this report will be made public; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [36239/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy might be aware, the Expert Group
on the A, B and C v Ireland judgment of the European Court of Human Rights was due to
report to government within six months of establishment by means of a written report. As the
Expert Group was established in January 2012 the report would have been due to be submitted
at the end of July. The Expert Group has made very good progress and is currently in the
process of finalising its report. However, the Group requested a short extension to the time
limit it was given to complete its work. They expect their report will be completed and submit-
ted to me by the end of September and I will subsequently submit it to Government.

726. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health when the report presented to
him by the chairman of the review group on the National Children’s Hospital on 8 June 2012
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36240/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As you will be aware, I established an indepen-
dent Review Group to consider the implications of the decision of An Bórd Pleanála, received
on 23 February 2012, to reject the planning application for the proposed construction of a
national paediatric hospital on the site of the Mater Misericordiae Hospital. The aim of the
Review was to consider all the possible options for the earliest possible delivery of a new
children’s hospital. The Group has now presented its report to which I am giving careful con-
sideration before bringing to Government. It is my intention to publish the Group’s report in
due course.

Health Service Staff

727. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the total health spend on
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agency staff; the number of whole time equivalent this equates to; and the details for same for
the years 2008 to 2012 inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36253/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Ambulance Service

728. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if there is a full time
ambulance located in Ashbourne, County Meath; if he will provide the ambulance cover for
that town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36254/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Staff

729. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the
number and grade of all hospital consultants in the State; the total, highest and lowest person
and the average spend on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36255/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

730. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the salaries and expenses
of all Health Service Executive Allied Health Professionals receiving more than €100,000 per
annum [36256/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Service Executive Funding

731. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if funding has been available to the
dignity for patients campaign group to allow them to represent patients who were the victims
of sexual abuse in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda, County Louth [36258/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On-going funding for any service is a matter for
the HSE. In this regard, the HSE has recently met with Dignity 4 Patients and signed a Grant
Aid Agreement with them for €22,500 for one year’s office supplies and voluntary support.
The HSE has also advised Dignity 4 Patients that there is no funding available towards staffing
costs and suggested that they consider establishing synergies with other similar agencies, in
order to continue to provide support to their client group. The Department is also in receipt
of an application for Lottery funding from Dignity 4 Patients and this is currently being con-
sidered. The purpose of National Lottery Funding is to provide funding for applications in
respect of once off initiatives and it is not intended for the provision of ongoing costs to
any organisation.

National Counselling Service

732. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the current waiting list for adult
victims of sexual abuse for counselling in the County Louth area [36259/12]
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Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred
to the HSE for direct reply.

Abuse in Hospitals

733. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will hold a public inquiry into
allegations of sexual abuse of patients at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda, County
Louth [36260/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2011, I indicated that the issues raised by the
case of allegations of sexual abuse of patients at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda,
would be the subject of an inquiry by an Oireachtas Committee. This was dependent on the
powers that had been proposed under the 30th Amendment of the Constitution. As I cannot
proceed as proposed, I am now considering how best to deal with the issues involved. I have
to taken into account the fact that Garda investigations are continuing with investigation files
having been submitted to the DPP and I understand that there are civil cases pending. It would
be wrong to initiate any other inquiry that might impede these investigations and possible
cases. However, I remain determined to reach a fair and satisfactory outcome which will help
to five closure to the victims concerned.

Hospital Facilities

734. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the perinatal hospice and or
other relevant facilities available to assist families whose unborn children are diagnosed with
severe disability or abnormality and who are likely to die before birth, be stillborn or die
shortly after birth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36264/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Alcohol Pricing

735. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the
proposal of banning the selling of cheap alcohol in supermarkets. [36269/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As the Deputy will
be aware, the National Substance Misuse Strategy, was published earlier this year. It contained
many recommendations and policy options in relation to tackling the over-consumption of
alcohol in Ireland. Among the suggested options was the introduction of minimum pricing.

A proposal on this and other alcohol-related issues has been prepared for Government. It
includes a strong recommendation on the introduction of minimum pricing to deal with the
problems associated with low-priced alcohol. A decision of the Cabinet is awaited.

Care of the Elderly

736. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there are any proposed changes
to his policy on day care centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36273/12]

737. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in view of the upcoming budget, if
he envisages a cut to the funding for day care centres; if so, the amount of same; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36274/12]
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738. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there are any contingency plans
in place to cater for clients of day care centres in rural areas who could face closure due to
continual budget cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36275/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 736 to 738, inclusive, together.

There has been no change to Government policy which is support older people to live at
home and in their communities for as long as possible. This , as reflected in the HSE Service
Plan 2012, is realised through a range of community based services such as Home Help, Home
Care Packages, and a range of Day Care or Respite Care provision at local level. Where it is
not possible to maintain an older person at home, the policy is to support access to quality
long-term residential care.

The central challenge facing the health service this year, and indeed for the foreseeable
future, is how to best meet the needs of older people for health and personal social services,
in the light of diminishing resources and competing demands. This requires prioritising services,
including Day Care services, towards those in greatest need while at the same time, pursuing
planned reform and effectiveness of services overall. In this context, the issues raised by the
Deputy are being kept under review, both in terms of the HSE managing its Service Plan for
this year, and by the Government in agreeing the next Budget.

Hospital Services

739. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health due to the serious overcrowding and
following the business case that was made by management of Mullingar hospital to open a 12
bed in-patient acute admissions unit; if he will provide the necessary funding; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36280/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I can confirm that Mullingar Hospital has
recently made a submission to the Department in relation to the opening of hospital beds.

The submission is being considered by the SDU and a decision will be made shortly in
this regard.

Ambulance Service

740. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the scheme for subsidy for travel
expenses for hospital appointments processed by the Ambulance Service in Ballyshannon,
County Donegal; the year this scheme was initiated; the number of patients who availed of the
scheme each year; the arrangements that have been put in place to assist patients who availed
of this scheme since it was cut; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36284/12]

764. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form,
of the amount of funding allocated to the Ballyshannon Ambulance Service, County Donegal,
in 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012 for the purposes of patient transport for medical treat-
ment in a hospital other than their local hospital; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36529/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 740 and 764
together. As these are service matters, they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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Palliative Care

741. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that general
practitioners in Wicklow have been advised that, in palliative care cases, they are only to refer
patients that are actively dying to the Wicklow Community Specialist Palliative Care Team,
due to staffing shortages and or cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36286/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Nursing Home Accommodation

742. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address
the lack of access to nursing home beds both public and private in north Dublin, which is
limited and where demand exceeds the capacity available, and in particular the steps he is
taking to address the lack of access to specialty beds, that is dementia, young chronic sick,
acquired brain injury, which is very limited; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36339/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Cards

743. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an application
for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the reason for the
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36340/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Home Help Service

744. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health his policy regarding the privatis-
ation of the home help service; if he will provide a breakdown of the number of home help
hours provided by the Health Service Executive and private operators, whose services are paid
for by the State, respectively; the way the quality and safety of private home help provision is
monitored by him or agencies under his aegis; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36348/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

National Lottery Funding

745. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he has received an appli-
cation from an organisation (details supplied) for funding under the 2012 National Lottery
Fund; if he will indicate when decisions are likely to made regarding applications; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36349/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has no record of an application
from the Group referred to by the Deputy. As this project appears to have a children’s remit
the organisation may wish to make an application for National Lottery Funding to the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs.
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Orthodontic Services

746. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of young persons
that are on the waiting list for orthodontic treatment in Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway;
the number of these that have been on the waiting list for three months, between three and six
months, between six and 12 months, between 12 and 18 months, between 24 and 30 months,
between 30 and 36 months, between 36 and 42 months and between 42 and 48 months; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36354/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Vaccination Programme

747. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the estab-
lishment of a compensation fund for the parents of vaccine damaged children; when a decision
will be made on the implementation of the recommendations of this report; if in view of the
State’s pressure on families to drop legal claims, he will expedite this issue which has been
ongoing for the past decade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36355/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department is currently examining the
recommendations of the Vaccine Damage Steering Group. However, this issue is complex and
needs to be considered in the wider context of how best to address the long term health and
social needs of people who may have experienced adverse outcomes from other health services.

Cancer Screening Programme

748. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the resources that have been
allocated to the roll out of the colorectal screening programme [36376/12]

749. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that multi-
annual funding is in place to deliver bowel cancer screening by the end of this year [36377/12]

752. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that the
bowel cancer screening programme is extended to persons aged 55 to 74 years; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36380/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 748, 749 and
752 together.

part of the Health Service Executive’s National Cancer Control Programme, is responsible
for the development and implementation of Ireland’s national colorectal screening programme.
The programme is planned to begin in the final quarter of 2012 and will initially target people
aged between 60 and 69. Free screening will be offered to 400,000 people in this age group.
Resources are available to roll out the programme at the end of 2012.

Screening will identify people with either pre-cancerous polyps or early stage cancer, so they
can be treated in a timely fashion, thus preventing significant morbidity and mortality which
are associated with colorectal cancer. Preparations for implementation are continuing to ensure
that every element of the screening programme meets appropriate quality standards before
its commencement.

The programme will be extended to persons aged 55 to 74 years as capacity and resources
allow.
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Hospital Waiting Lists

750. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting
for a colonoscopy on 16 July 2012; the number of these persons waiting more than three months
for the procedure; the number of these persons waiting more than five months; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36378/12]

751. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the capacity
of hospitals to allow them to deliver colonoscopy procedures where there is an increased
demand for colonoscopies [36379/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 750 and 751
together.

The Minister has set a target that, by the end of 2012, that no patient should have to wait
more than 13 weeks for routine GI endoscopy (that is either a colonoscopy or gastroscopy )
once placed on a hospital daycase waiting list. This is an extremely challenging and ambitious
target and in order to support hospitals in reaching this target the SDU has commenced a
GI Endoscopy Performance Improvement Programme that encompasses the SDU, National
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF), Royal College of Physicians of Ireland (RCPI), Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), National Cancer Screening Service (NCSS) and the
HSE. The aim in the short term is to eliminate long waiters (those patients waiting greater
than 3 months) with the NTPF agreeing programmes of support with individual hospitals that
will see the longest waiters having their procedure. This will enable the hospital system to
undertake up to 13,000 additional GI endoscopy procedures this year. The medium and long
term aim is to ensure clinically appropriate referrals, standardised pathways of care, sustainable
short waits, position units to successfully complete JAG accreditation and ultimately achieve
better outcomes for patients.

Below are the latest monthly figures for national waiting list data on colonoscopies.

GI Scopes (Colonoscopies Only): 28-June-2012 Patients waiting

> 3 mths > 5 mths

Bantry General Hospital 20 11

Beaumont Hospital Dublin 216 4

Cavan General Hospital 1 0

Connolly Hospital Blanchardstown 40 1

Cork University Hospital 83 40

Ennis General Hospital 74 7

Kerry General Hospital 111 30

Letterkenny General Hospital 213 153

Louth County Hospital 63 11

Mallow General Hospital 14 7

Mater Hospital Dublin 41 16

Mayo General Hospital 37 20

Mercy University Hospital Cork 149 91

Mid Western Regional Hospital Dooradoyle 92 34

Mid Western Regional Hospital Nenagh 117 32

Midland Regional Hospital at Mullingar 12 2

Midland Regional Hospital at Tullamore 30 7

Naas General Hospital 1 0
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GI Scopes (Colonoscopies Only): 28-June-2012 Patients waiting

> 3 mths > 5 mths

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda 114 15

Our Lady’s Hospital Navan 1 0

Portiuncla Hospital 8 5

Roscommon County Hospital 3 2

Sligo General Hospital 21 0

South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital Cork 24 11

South Tipperary General Hospital 5 0

St. Columcille’s Hospital, Loughlinstown 5 3

St. John’s Hospital Limerick 115 73

St. Luke’s General Hospital Kilkenny 47 10

St. Vincent’s University Hospital Elm Park 5 2

Tallaght Hospital (AMNCH) 426 193

University College Hospital Galway 289 143

Waterford Regional Hospital 49 18

Wexford Hospital 7 1

Total 2,433* 942

*There were 2,433 cases waiting over 3 months for routine colonoscopy, out of that figure, 942 were waiting over
5 months.

Question No. 752 answered with Question No. 748.

Medical Cards

753. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will be
awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36399/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

754. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will issue to
a person (details supplied) in County Waterford [36442/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

755. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be arranged
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; the reason for the delay; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36445/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is working to
unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system, and by
streamlining waiting lists, including the management of referrals from GPs by hospitals. The
SDU is working closely with its partner agencies — mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
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hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
hospital involved.

Medical Cards

756. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medical
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be approved [36447/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

757. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for assess-
ment will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36449/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for direct reply. Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s
condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the
matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.

Medical Cards

758. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medical
card will be expedited and approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kilkenny [36451/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

759. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be issued
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite the
matter [36452/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

760. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment for
assessment will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if he
will expedite the matter [36453/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is working to
unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system, and by
streamlining waiting lists, including the management of referrals from GPs by hospitals. The
SDU is working closely with its partner agencies — mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
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hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
hospital involved.

761. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in
arranging an operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if the
matter will be expedited. [36454/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is working to
unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system, and by
streamlining waiting lists, including the management of referrals from GPs by hospitals. The
SDU is working closely with its partner agencies — mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
hospital involved.

Health Services

762. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if occupational therapy services
will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; the reason for the delay in
relation to the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36456/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Service Executive Properties

763. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to
the fact that the Health Service Executive Dublin/Mid Leinster recently purchased a property
for €437,500 to house five persons with intellectual disabilities, subsequent to the purchase
price, a further €143,962 was spent on rebuilding the mid section and another €337,065 refur-
bishing the house; if he will ensure that an investigation is carried out; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [36461/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 764 answered with Question No. 740.
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Home Help Service

765. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that all those
employed by a company (details supplied) for the provision of home help have at least a
FETAC level 5 qualification; and if not, if he will provide the number of those who do not;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36530/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Patient Transport

766. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the total amount
of funds, in tabular form for 2009, 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012, allocated to patient transport
schemes which facilitate patients requiring treatment in a hospital other than their local
hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36531/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for direct reply.

Departmental Funding

767. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details on
moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his Department or any State
agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project in County Meath in the
years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address, amount, purpose and
the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36541/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department administers a National Lottery
Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary organis-
ations, providing a range of health related service. Details of the groups which have received
funding for the past three years are set-out on my Departments website — www.doh.ie. No
organisation or group in Co. Meath have received National Lottery Funding from my Depart-
ment this year to date.

The Health Service Executive also provides funding to numerous groups and organisations,
details of which are set-out in its annual accounts, which are available on the Executives website
— www.hse.ie.

I have also referred this matter to the Health Service Executive for direct reply in relation
to this years allocations.

Hospital Waiting Lists

768. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an
appointment for surgery for a person (details supplied) in County Cork [36553/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is working to
unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system, and by
streamlining waiting lists, including the management of referrals from GPs by hospitals. The
SDU is working closely with its partner agencies — mainly the HSE and the NTPF. During
2012, the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery of the maximum wait time of 20 weeks for
paediatric elective in-patient or day case procedure.

1397



Questions— 19 July 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy James Reilly.]

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
hospital involved.

Mental Health Services

769. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the total cost of the Mental Health
Tribunal section of the Mental Health Commission each year since 2007; if he will provide a
breakdown of the expenditure for the last year for which such figures are available; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36556/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The information
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables:

Year Expenditure

2007 9,840,944

2008 9,755,372

2009 9,802,618

2010 7,887,565

Breakdown on expenditure in 2010

Fees 6,365,516

Travel and Subsistence 500,405

Salaried Consultant psychiatrists 859,625

Other costs 162,019

The Financial Statement for the Mental Health Commission, which includes expenditure on
Mental Health Tribunals, is laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas annually.

Medical Cards

770. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be reached
on medical card reviews in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36557/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Drug Treatment Programmes

771. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Health if he will provide more infor-
mation on the availability of suitable treatment centres for persons aged under 18 years with
addiction problems, particularly gambling; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36559/12]

772. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form
the number of persons who sought drug treatment and rehabilitation services in Dublin broken
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down by service provider for the past five years including the first half of 2012; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [36560/12]

792. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form
the number of persons who sought drug treatment and rehabilitation services broken down by
county for the past five years including the first half of 2012; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36809/12]

793. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of people who had
sought and were able to access drug treatment services in each county for the past five years;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36810/12]

795. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form
the number of beds available in each county for drug prevention and rehabilitation; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36812/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 771, 772, 792, 793 and 795 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Drugs Payment Scheme

773. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the annual saving to the
Exchequer if all medicines paid for under the GMS scheme were substituted with generic
equivalents [36565/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As the Deputy will
be aware, the Government has recently published the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical
Goods) Bill 2012. This Bill, when enacted, shall provide for a system of reference pricing and
generic substitution which will drive price competition in the generics market. Forecasts from
the pharmaceutical industry demonstrate that a large number of currently patent protected
drugs are to lose this protection in the coming years. This being the case the savings to be
achieved though the proposed system will increase accordingly.

Hospital Facilities

774. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the annual financial benefit
to the Exchequer if the full economic costs for the use of beds in public and voluntary hospitals
here for the purposes of private medical practice were paid [36570/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since 1 January 2012 the charges for patients
who chose to be treated on a private basis in public hospitals have increased by between 3%
and 5% depending on the category of hospital. The increase in charges is in keeping with the
long-standing policy of moving towards recovering the full economic cost of providing treat-
ment to private patients in public hospitals. It is anticipated that the increased charges will
yield additional revenue in the region of €18 million in 2012. The current 2012 charges and the
2011 charges are set out in the following table:
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[Deputy James Reilly.]
2012 and 2011 Charges for Private Patients in Public Hospitals

Hospital Category Private Semi-Private Day-care
Accommodation Accommodation

2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011

1 HSE Regional Hospitals, €1,046 €1,017 €933 €889 €753 €732
Voluntary and Joint Board
Teaching Hospitals

2 HSE County Hospitals, €819 €789 €730 €693 €586 €564
Voluntary Non-Teaching
Hospitals

3 HSE District Hospitals €260 €260 €222 €222 €193 €193

Health Service Staff

775. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the cost to the Exchequer
of agency staff in the Health Service Executive over the past 12 months [36571/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Nursing Home Services

776. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular
form the number of persons in long stay nursing home care paid for by the State; the number
of these persons that are in public care; the number that are cared for in private nursing homes
subsidised by the State; and if he will provide separately the total projected cost for 2012 of
public provision and private provision subsidised by the State [36573/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The total gross
budget for long-term residential care in 2012 is €994.7m. This is effectively the budget for the
Nursing Homes Support Scheme albeit that pre-Nursing Homes Support Scheme arrangements
must also be facilitated from within the subhead, i.e. people in contract beds, people who
choose to remain on subvention and people who were in public nursing homes prior to the
commencement of the Scheme.

The breakdown of the 21,672 people is as follows:

Category No. of People

Public Nursing Homes (people who have been there since before the Nursing 3,266
Homes Support Scheme commenced)

Public Nursing Homes (Nursing Homes Support Scheme) 1,898

Section 39 Nursing Homes (i.e. nursing homes which received funding for long-term 147
residential care under section 39 of the Health Act 2004 prior to the
commencement of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme) (people who have been
there since before the Nursing Homes Support Scheme commenced)

Section 39 Nursing Homes (Nursing Homes Support Scheme) 253

Subvention 1,093

Contract Beds 1,647

Private Nursing Homes 13,368
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Finally, I have referred the portion of the question relating to the projected costs of public and
private provision in 2012 to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Departmental Expenditure

777. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of
all time-related savings delayed spending of Budget 2011 allocations on staff and/or services
within the Health Service Executive since January of this year [36574/12]

787. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of
all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allocations on staff and or
resources in his Department [36718/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 777 and 787
together.

In any given year there is potential for time-related savings in relation to specific funding
provisions, due to delays in recruiting staff and other associated issues. Such savings are once-
off in nature, as it is purely a timing issue. At this stage, it is too early to quantify any such
potential savings in the budget of my Department or the Health Service Executive.

Question No. 778 answered with Question No. 708.

Ministerial Advisers

779. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of
all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since March 2011 whose salary
exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale; the Special Advisors names
and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special Advisors since March
2011. [36606/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In March 2011 I appointed Mr Mark Costigan
as my Press Advisor. In view of his previous salary in his position as Deputy Government Press
Secretary and the extent of his experience in that role, the Minister for Public Expenditure and
Reform sanctioned a salary for Mr Costigan at the maximum point of the Principal Officer
Standard Scale (€92,672). He remains on that salary.

Departmental Agencies

780. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the annual saving to the
Exchequer if all board members’ fees paid to agencies under his aegis were cut by 25%, 35%
and 50%. [36622/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested is currently being
collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

781. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the annual saving to the
Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis were capped at
€100,000. [36638/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested is being collated and
will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.
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Departmental Expenditure

782. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in a
tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal, consultancy, IT
related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the amount invoiced
since March 2011 to the end of June 2012 [36654/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is
currently being collated within my Department and will be forwarded to her as soon as it
is available.

Departmental Staff

783. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the cost to the Exchequer
for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies under his aegis. [36670/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested is being collated and
will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

Public Private Partnerships

784. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular
format a list of his Department’s public private partnership projects in payment; the name of
the project; the capital cost of the project and the total projected amount of PPP repayments
by Government for each project. [36686/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are no public private partnership projects
funded by my Department.

Hospital Facilities

785. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm his and the Health
Service Executives commitment to maintaining respite beds at a hospital (details supplied) in
County Longford; and if he will provide, in tabular form, the number of the beds available in
the past four years. [36692/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Departmental Contracts

786. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular
form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Department outsourced to the
private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12 months. [36702/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department does not have any direct public
service provision responsibilities as referred to by the Deputy and therefore the issue of out-
sourcing does not arise.

Question No. 787 answered with Question No. 777.

Departmental Agencies

788. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of
State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to the Exchequer [36734/12]
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Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The following table sets out the non-commercial
state agencies currently under the remit of my Department and their exchequer funding for
2012.

Agency Allocation €m

An Bord Altranais Self funding

Dental Council Self funding

Food Safety Authority of Ireland 16.2

Food Safety Promotions Board 6.0

Health and Social Care Professional Council 1.9

Health Information Quality Authority 13.0

Health Insurance Authority Self funding

Health Research Board 31.9

Irish Blood Transfusion Service Self funding

Irish Medicines Board* 3.2

Medical Council Self funding

Mental Health Commission 14.7

National Cancer Registry Board 2.8

National Paediatric Hospital Development Board Funded by HSE

National Treatment Purchase Fund 70.6

Opticians Board Self funding

Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland Self funding

Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council 2.9

*The Irish Medicines Board is approximately 14% exchequer funded, 86% self-funded.

Departmental Staff

789. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of retired civil
or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since March 2012; their positions
and accompanying salaries [36750/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In line with the Government Decision of 16
December 2011, three retired members of staff were rehired in July 2012 on a temporary basis
to assist my Department fulfil its responsibilities in the context of Ireland’s Presidency of the
EU. Two of the staff are at Assistant Principal Officer level and have been re-engaged on a
50% basis on a whole time equivalent salary of €61,966 and one Principal Officer has been re-
engaged on a 50% basis on a whole time equivalent salary of €80,051. The pensions of all three
have been abated in accordance with pension abatement rules.

790. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of retired civil
or public servants that have been retained by his Department since March 2012 on a short term
contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules to not apply [36766/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): No retired civil or public servants have been
retained by my Department since March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy
basis where normal abatement rules do not apply.

Departmental Expenditure

791. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of
his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36782/12]
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Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The budget for telecommunications services for
my Department in 2012 is €310,000.

Questions Nos. 792 and 793 answered with Question No. 771.

Question No. 794 withdrawn.

Question No. 795 answered with Question No. 771.

Question No. 796 withdrawn.

Health Service Reform

797. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the potential savings that can be
made through all-island approaches to healthcare in orthopaedic surgery, ear, nose and throat
surgery, paediatric cardiac surgery, cystic fibrosis, acute mental health services, cross-border
out of hours general practitioner services and emergency services [36815/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am very aware of the potential for savings
which can be made through an all-island approach to healthcare in all of the above areas. There
is already a very good level of cooperation in existence between the service providers in both
jurisdictions in the border corridor, led and supported by the Co-operation and Working
Together (CAWT) organisation, which has promoted positive working relationships and collab-
orative effort since it was established 20 years ago, and by Senior service managers in both
jurisdictions. Minister Poots and are committed to working together on issues of common
concern and benefit. This is of particular relevance in the current time when both jurisdictions
are implementing change and pushing forward health reform.

At a departmental level co-operation between the two jurisdictions is active and ongoing.
“Transforming Your Care: a Review of Health and Social Care in Northern Ireland” also
recommends co-operation on a number of key issues. My officials are liaising with their
counterparts in the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety in Northern
Ireland on how to progress these issues.

Fibromyalgia Support Services

798. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his future plans to include
Fibromyalgia as a recognised disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36826/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Minster does
not classify specific medical illnesses or conditions as a disability. There are a number of defini-
tions of disability that are used for particular purposes e.g. Disability Act, Education for Per-
sons with Special Education Needs Act, Equal Status Act, the Census and qualifying criteria
for income supports such as Domiciliary Care Allowance, Disability Allowance, Mobility
Allowance etc. These definitions define disability in terms of an individual’s functional ability
in their environment rather than a medical diagnosis or condition.

799. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the current support services,
both medical and psychological in place to help sufferers of Fibromyalgia; his future plans if
any to invest within this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36827/12]
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800. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his future plans if any to
upgrade the levels of support and information available to general practitioners with reference
to treatment of Fibromyalgia with particular emphasis on enhanced training in the diagnostic
area in order to enable them detect the illness at the earliest possible point within suspected
patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36828/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 799 and 800
together.

Fibromyalgia is a distinct condition under the international classification of diseases which is
the international standard by which diseases are classified which is accepted by Ireland and is
endorsed by the World Health Organisation. There are no plans to change training arrange-
ments or the range of supports available to patients with fibromyalgia. People with fibromyalgia
have access to the broad range of primary, community and hospital based services for the
diagnosis and treatment of their condition. Individuals may also be entitled to a medical card
depending on their circumstances.

801. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his future plans to engage
with the Department of Social Protection in order to ensure that sufferers of Fibromyalgia
received their entitled payments at the earliest possible point with particular reference to both
Departments recognising the illness as a long term illness; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36829/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The Department of
Social Protection has confirmed that Fibromyalgia is accepted as a certifiable medical condition.
Eligibility to its illness related benefit/allowance schemes is determined by the condition’s
severity and expected duration. The medical assessment is made in accordance with that
Department’s evidence based medical guidelines/protocols. Insofar as the Department of
Health is concerned, the position is that there are no plans to extend the list of conditions
covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €132 per calendar
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines. In
addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical
services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assess-
ment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an
individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

Creative Art Therapies

802. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will include Creative Art Ther-
apies in the list of professionals covered by the Health and Social Care Professionals Act
2005 [36833/12]

805. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health his and the Health Service Execu-
tive’s policy and plans for the State recognition and registration of creative arts therapies, as
requested by the Irish Association of Creative Arts Therapists; if he has considered the
inclusion of creative arts therapists in the list of professionals covered by the Health and Social
Care Professionals Act 2005; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36890/12]
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Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 802 and 805
together.

The Health and Social Care Professionals Council, established in 2007 and the 12 registration
boards being established under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (the Act),
will be responsible for protecting the public by regulating health and social care professionals
in Ireland. The object of the Council is to protect the public by promoting high standards of
professional conduct and professional education, training and competence among the regis-
trants of the following 12 health and social care professions designated under the Act: clinical
biochemists, dietitians, medical scientists, occupational therapists, orthoptists, physiotherapists,
podiatrists, psychologists, radiographers, social care workers, social workers and speech and
language therapists. In time, only registrants will be entitled to use these titles. The regulation
of the 12 professions designated under the Act is being implemented on a phased basis and
currently 2 registration boards have been established. These are the Social Workers Regis-
tration Board and the Radiographers Registration Board. It is intended that the remaining 10
registration boards and their registers will be established by end 2014.

While the proposed system of statutory registration applies, in the first instance, to 12 health
and social care professions, the legislation empowers the Minister for Health to include, if he
considers it appropriate and in the public interest to do so, additional health and social care
professions in the regulatory system over time, as appropriate. Section 4 of the Act provides a
definition of a health and social care profession and also sets out the factors governing the
subsequent addition of any further professions into the regulatory system at a later date,
including:

(a) The extent to which the profession has a defined scope of practice and applies a distinct
body of knowledge;

(b) The extent to which the profession has established itself, including whether there is at
least one professional body representing a significant proportion of the profession’s prac-
titioners;

(c) The existence of defined routes of entry into the profession and of independently
assessed entry qualifications;

(d) The profession’s commitment to continuous professional development;

(e) The degree of risk to the health, safety or welfare of the public from incompetent,
unethical or impaired practice of the profession;

(f) Any other factors that the Minister for Health considers relevant

My Department’s priority is to develop statutory registration for the 12 professions designated
under the Act. The extension of statutory registration arrangements under the Act for other
health and social care professionals will not be considered until after regulatory frameworks in
respect of the 12 designated professions are fully in place. Questions relating to the recognition
of creative arts therapies in the public health services, the need for such services and the direct
employment of creative arts therapists are matters for the Health Service Executive in the first
instance. Any proposals relating to grade and pay levels would, of course, require the approval
of my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Departmental Staff

803. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of sick days taken by
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staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of sick days per staff in
total across his Department and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011;
the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by
Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form [36845/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is not possible to provide the level of detail of
information sought by the Deputy as the data is not collated in a manner that would allow
for this. The figures for the Department overall for the requisite years are provided in the
following table:

Year Average Sick Days Median Sick Days

2009 10.86 3

2010 9.22 2

2011 11.12 3

EU Directives

804. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health in respect of Ireland’s bilateral
health care reimbursement agreement with the United Kingdom arising from the application
of Regulation (EC) 1408/71 if he will provide the information (details supplied) [36886/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): EU Regulation 1408/71 facilitates free movement
of workers and others within the EU by providing for coordination between member states’
healthcare and social security systems. In relation to healthcare, its provisions ensure that where
people are covered by the healthcare system of one member state, but residing or staying in
another member state, they can access the public healthcare system of that member state
under certain conditions. The Regulation provides for the reimbursement of such costs between
member states.

Ireland and the United Kingdom (UK) have, since 1973, operated a bilateral reimbursement
agreement for the costs of healthcare provided under the above Regulation, whereby net liab-
ility is calculated on a lump sum (based on the average cost of healthcare in each country for
the year concerned as approved at EU level), rather than an individual, basis, in respect of the
following three categories of persons:

(1) Pensioners and their dependants.

(2) Temporary visitors.

(3) Dependant families of workers.

Pensioner costs account for the major portion of the total payment. The estimated number of
pensioners for whom each country is liable is based on a sample survey by both administrations
undertaken every three years, the agreed results of which is applied to the total pensioner
number. This methodology has been under discussion and in 2011 both administrations agreed
in principle to work towards a form of pensioner registration commencing in 2012 and agreed
interim arrangements, based on previous survey results trends, for determining pensioner liab-
ility pending the implementation of same.

The net amounts received by Ireland from the UK under the bilateral agreement since 2009
are as follows:
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[Deputy James Reilly.]

Year €m

2009 286m

2010 320m

2011 270m

2012 130m (to date)

Question No. 805 answered with Question No. 802.

Road Maintenance

806. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide all local authorities roads maintenance budget and actual costs by county for local
authority controlled roads here for the past seven years; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36329/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement and
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area, is a statutory function of each road authority
in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on such roads
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented
by State road grants. Details of state funding provided to local authorities for regional and local
roads over the last seven years are outlined in the regional and local road grants allocations and
payment booklets, copies of which are available from the Dáil Library.

James Joyce Tower

807. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the hours
of opening of the James Joyce Tower, Sandycove, County Dublin; if there are restricted hours
of opening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36366/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The James Joyce Tower
and Museum was operated by Dublin Tourism up to 2011 but now falls within the area of
responsibility of Fáilte Ireland. Accordingly, I have asked the agency to reply directly to the
Deputy. If you do not receive a reply within ten working days, please contact my private office.

However, I understand from Fáilte Ireland that the tower and museum was open through
Bloomsweek, and, outside of these dates, groups will be facilitated by prior arrangement, sub-
ject to staff availability until a more permanent arrangement can be put in place. In addition I
am informed by Fáilte Ireland that they are currently in discussions with Dun-Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council with a view to the Council taking over the permanent operation,
promotion and marketing of the Joyce Tower and Museum in 2013.

Tourism Promotion

808. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the poten-
tial savings that can be made through the implementation of an all-island tourism promotion
and marketing strategy. [36817/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An all-island tourism
promotion and marketing strategy already exists. Tourism Ireland is the all-island tourism
marketing company established under the Good Friday Agreement by the then Bord Fáilte
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and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB). Therefore the issue of potential savings does
not arise.

Sports Funding

809. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that a football club (details supplied) in County Dublin has
qualified for the UEFA Champions League and are expected to travel in early August to their
away games in Sarajevo and the cost to undertake these Championship matches and thereby
represent Ireland is in the region of €20,000; if he will consider a once-off grant to support this
very committed and successful team and if he will advise on the other funding available to
assist this club [35952/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I should like to congratu-
late the club on qualifying for the UEFA Champions League and I wish them every success in
the competition. The Irish Sports Council (ISC), which is funded by my Department, is the
statutory body with responsibility for the allocation of current funding to sports organisations.
The ISC channels funding through the National Governing Bodies of sport. In the case of
football, funding is provided to the FAI. The Irish Sports Council has no mechanism by which
funding can be provided to individual clubs outside of this process.

Unfortunately, I have no discretionary funding available to me to assist the club. I would
suggest that the club approach the FAI in this matter. The FAI receive considerable funding
from the Irish Sports Council to support its activities as well as to support women in sport.

Light Rail Project

810. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the current
spend on the Luas BXD project. [36085/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to
public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater
Dublin Area (GDA), such as LUAS BXD, comes under the remit of the NTA.

The allocation for BXD for 2012 is therefore a matter for the NTA having regard to the
current state of progress as regards the project which still awaits planning approval. The spend
to end 2011 as reported to me by the NTA was €11.7 million.

Departmental Staff

811. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
of money that would be saved if wages in his Department were capped at €100,000 per
annum. [36086/12]

812. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
of money that would be saved if wages in agencies under his auspices and paid by the State
were capped at €100,000 per annum. [36087/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 811 and 812 together.
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There are currently 18 individuals in my Department who receive gross salaries in excess of
€100,000 per annum. When pension levy, tax and other statutory deductions are taken into
account, the net sum received by each individual is less than €100,000.

If wages were to be capped at €100,000 per annum the reduction on gross salary would
amount to €400,000. The net saving to the State would be closer to 1/3 of this of this owing to
the high marginal rate of tax and social charges as well as the pension related deductions.

have asked the State agencies under the aegis of my Department to provide the Deputy with
the information requested. If you do not receive a reply within ten working days, please contact
my private office.

Departmental Expenditure

813. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number
of telephones that were purchased by his Department in the years 2010, 2011 and to date in
2012; the number of staff who were allocated these phones; if each staff member has their
mobile phone bill paid by his Department; the amount that was spent on mobile phones by his
Department during 2010, 2011 and to date in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36090/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The table indicates the
number of mobile telephones that were purchased for staff and the corresponding number of
staff these phones were allocated to, during the periods in questions. These figures include
replacement phones that were sought, the majority of which are free under the Framework
agreement as negotiated by the Department of Public Enterprise and Reform. Staff members
that have been assigned phones for official business have their bill paid for by the Department.

2010 2011 2012

Phones bought 53 68 19

Number of staff these phones were allocated to 48 66 19

Amount in thousands: 159 135 79
The amounts quoted include cost for mobile phone

calls, rental and purchase. A breakdown for these
items is not readily available.

814. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
that was spent on furniture in the years 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36091/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The amount spent on
furniture is set out in the following table:

Year Amount

2010 €70,722

2011 €56,630

2012 Nil

The furniture was purchased for newly refurbished accommodation for the Irish Coastguard
and for the National Transport Accident Investigation Office in Dublin.
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Departmental Staff

815. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the items that
may be claimed by staff in his Department for travel and subsistence and incidental expenses;
the average payment to staff members in expenses; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36092/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of
Transport, Tourism and Sport reimburses staff for official travel only. The Travel and Subsist-
ence allowances are paid only in respect of necessary absence from headquarters. All travelling
duties must be planned in order to reduce the total amount of travel to the minimum consistent
with efficiency. This is enshrined in the Departments Travel policy document which reflects
the Department of Finance Circular 11/1982 “Travelling and Subsistence Regulations” and
“Foreign Policy Guidelines 2009”.

The total spend on Travel and Subsistence for the period 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012 was
€775,602.

The amount paid to individual staff members is designed to provide reimbursement for out
of pocket expenses incurred by them. On a simple average basis, the amount paid is €3,641 per
member of staff who submit a travel claim. In practice the amount of payment to individual
staff members will vary considerably.

Departmental Expenditure

816. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
spent on office machinery by his Department between 2009 and 2012. [36093/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The approximate cost
of office machinery for each of the years 2009 through 2012 to date are given in the table:

Year Approximate Amount

2009 €145,000

2010 €69,000

2011 €135,000

2012 to date €21,000

817. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide the details of all foreign travel undertaken by staff in his Department during each of
the past three years. [36094/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The amounts spent on
foreign travel undertaken by staff in my Department over the last three years is as follows:

Year €

2011 350,960

2010 352,527

2009 305,168
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Road Toll Operators

818. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
paid by the State in the 2010 to 2012 period for the operation of tolling systems on roads across
the State; and any returns from these tolls to the Exchequer.. [36095/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The statutory power to
levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private
investors in respect of national roads is vested in the National Roads Authority (NRA) under
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and
the Roads Act 2007).

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s Question to the NRA for direct
response. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working
days.

819. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
the State paid to Toll operators in subsidies due to low traffic levels in 2012; and the amount
the State will pay in subsidies in the year 2013 [36116/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the
national roads programme. The implementation of individual national road schemes, including
Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects, is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA)
under the Roads Acts 1993-2007.

In addition, the statutory power to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to
enter into toll agreements with private investors in respect of national roads is vested in the
NRA under Part V of the Roads Act (as amended). The contracts for the privately-operated
toll schemes are, therefore, commercial agreements between the NRA and the PPP concession-
aires concerned. I understand that no Exchequer funds have been expended in respect of such
payments for 2012 so far this year. It is not possible to give definitive figures for 2013 at
this remove.

Two PPP contracts, the M3 Clonee-Kells PPP and the Limerick Tunnel PPP, incorporate a
traffic guarantee mechanism. With regard to the remaining PPP schemes, all traffic risk remains
with the operator while the State stands to benefit from the revenue share arrangement where
the average daily traffic (“ADT”) exceeds scheme specific pre-defined threshold traffic.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for further
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Programme for Government

820. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
priorities for the year ahead and the achievements from the Programme for Government to
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36204/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My priorities are set out
on the home page of my Department’s website (www.transport.ie), in my Department’s pub-
lished Statement of Strategy and in a Press Statement of January 2012 which is available on
my Department’s website (http://www.dttas.ie/pressRelease.aspx?Id=481). The achievements of
the Government are set out in the Programme for Government: Annual Report 2012. I set out
more detail on the achievements of my own Department in a Press Statement of February of
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this year which is available on my Department’s website
(http://www.dttas.ie/pressRelease.aspx?Id=503). All of these priorities and commitments con-
tinue to be progressed.

Sports Funding

821. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will outline the amount awarded in grant aid to the large sporting agencies here (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36265/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael Ring):
Details of Irish Sports Council (ISC) funding to each of the National Governing Bodies of
Sport are available on the ISC website at: www.irishsportscouncil.ie. In 2012, The Irish Sports
Council will support the GAA and the FAI as follows:

• GAA — €2.7 million to support the Grassroots to National Programme and promotion
of participation in Gaelic Games.

• FAI — €2.84 million to support the implementation of its Technical Development
Plan and €150,000 to support its Women in Sport Programme.

Details of Sports Capital Programme allocations up to an including 2011 are available on the
Department’s website www.dttas.ie. In 2012, special allocations of €40,000 and €70,00 have been
approved for Badminton Ireland and the Irish Sailing Association respectively. No other SCP
allocations have been made to any NGB in 2012.

Road Maintenance

822. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide the National Roads Authority roads maintenance budget and actual costs by
county for national roads here for the past seven years; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36330/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads prog-
ramme. The construction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads are
matters for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in con-
junction with the local authorities concerned. Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question
to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within
10 working days.

Road Safety Authority

823. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total
budget for the Road Safety Authority in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [36341/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The total Exchequer
funding provided for the Road Safety Authority for the years in question is as follows:

Year €m

2008 39.704

2009 32.835
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Year €m

2010 28.746

2011 22.185

2012 13.885

The RSA has the capacity to generate income from fees. As fee income has increased in recent
years, there has been a corresponding reduction in funding from the Exchequer.

The annual accounts for the RSA are laid before the Oireachtas after they have been
approved by Government and will provide more details on the RSA’s expenditure in each of
the above years. The accounts are available from the Dáil Library.

824. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his policy
as to whether the functions of the Road Safety Authority presently conducted by the State will
remain publicly provided and will not be privatised; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [36342/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The functions of the
Road Safety Authority are set out in the Road Safety Authority Act 2006. While I do not have
any plans to privatise those functions, section 5 of the 2006 Act provides for the Authority,
with the consent of the Minister and the agreement of the Minister for Finance, to outsource
the performance of its functions. However, such outsourcing does not remove or derogate from
the Authority’s responsibility to me for the performance of any function so outsourced.

Driving Tests

825. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number
of learner driver permits which are presently in circulation and for which are awaiting examin-
ations for full driving licenses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36343/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The subject of this ques-
tion is a matter for the Road Safety Authority, to which I have referred the question for direct
reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within
ten days.

Rail Network

826. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
intends to examine the feasibility of the reuse of the Phoenix Park tunnel for DART services
between Heuston Station and Connolly Station, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [36345/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to
public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) on
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater
Dublin Area (GDA), such as the possible development of the Phoenix Park Tunnel, comes
under the remit of the NTA. Noting this I have referred the Deputies question to the NTA for
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
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Public Service Obligation Services

827. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position
regarding proposals regarding the tendering of public service obligation services; if he will
provide details of the amount of tenders he intends to issue; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [36347/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised by the
Deputy is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have referred the
Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do
not receive a reply within ten working days.

Under EU law and the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, as amended, existing public
service obligation (PSO) bus and rail services can be procured by the National Transport Auth-
ority through direct award contracts and any other new subvented services must be procured
by way of open tendering. At the expiry of the current 5 year direct award contracts for the
provision of PSO services with Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann the NTA have discretion to renew,
modify or terminate the direct award provision of bus services following a consultation process
with interested parties under which the NTA is obliged to justify its approach.

A public consultation on 2014 Bus Public Service Contracts, as required by the legislation,
commenced on 14th June and concluded on 11th July, 2012. The NTA is considering whether
to undertake one or more procurement competitions for the award of part or all of these
contracts, or it may decide to directly award part or all of these contracts to the existing
contracted parties.

In accordance with the commitment in the Programme for Government to explore the
benefit to the public transport passenger of more diverse bus service provision, I will be con-
sulting with my Ministerial colleagues on the future options for procurement of PSO bus
services.

State Agencies

828. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
intends to merge the Irish Rail Infrastructure team with the Railway Procurement Agency and
National Roads Authority to create a single road and rail Transport Infrastructure Authority
for the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36351/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are no plans to
merge the Irish Rail Infrastructure team with the National Roads Authority and the Railway
Procurement Agency. In line with Government plans to rationalise the number of State agen-
cies, the Government recently approved proposals for the merger of the NRA and RPA to
create a single body which will be responsible for delivering and maintaining road and light
rail infrastructure.

National Roads Authority

829. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
indicate if he has had any consultation from the National Roads Authority with regard to
bringing about solutions for the business community. [36383/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I meet with the Chairman, CEO and Board of the NRA during the
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course of the year. My Department are also in regular contact with them in relation to various
matters including budgetary and policy issues generally.

In the past few years the NRA has delivered a network of national primary and secondary
roads which have allowed fast and predictable journey times for goods and people across the
country and to major ports and airports.

Projects developed by the NRA have as their primary objective the delivery of a safe and
efficient network of national roads. Additionally, these roads are designed and built after con-
sultation across sectors of the community, including the business community, and with part-
icular attention to the benefits and potential to improve market access for all.

Sports Facilities

830. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
that was spent on the developing of a database of sports facilities (details supplied) and if this
database will be accessed by the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[36511/12]

831. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if decisions
on applications for the sports capital grant will be based on evidence of where facilities are
needed including that contained in the sports database prepared on behalf of his Department
by consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36512/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael Ring):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 830 and 831 together.

The company in question has not developed a database of sports facilities for my Depart-
ment. Applications under the Sports Capital Programme will be assessed according to a range
of criteria, and the range of current sporting facilities in any particular area will be taken into
account in assessing applications.

Departmental Expenditure

832. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he
will provide details on moneys provided under any funding scheme by any section of his
Department or any State agency under his Department’s aegis to any group, scheme or project
in County Meath in the years 2011, and up to July 2012 under the following headings, address,
amount, purpose and the funding scheme under which it was granted or awarded; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [36546/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the Deputy in relation to funding provided by my Department is contained in the
table. I am forwarding the Deputy’s Question to the Agencies under my Department in respect
of any funding that may have been provided by them. If the Deputy does not receive a response
from each Agency within ten working days, he should contact my Office.

Address Amount Purpose Funding Scheme

Meath Co. Council €16,342,652 Roads Regional and Local Roads
Investment Programme

Kells Town Council €195,000 Roads Regional and Local Roads
Investment Programme
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Address Amount Purpose Funding Scheme

Navan Town Council €410,000 Roads Regional and Local Roads
Investment Programme

Trim Town Council €195,000 Roads Regional and Local Roads
Investment Programme

Meath Co. Council €332,020 Energy efficiency / Energy efficiency /
enhanced disabled access enhanced disabled access
at Leisurelink, Navan Initiative

As above €20,570 Energy efficiency / As above
enhanced disabled access
at Kells Swimming Pool

As above €36,120 Energy efficiency / As above
enhanced disabled access
at Trim Leisure Centre

As above €240,460 Energy efficiency / As above
enhanced disabled access
at Kells Swimming Pool

As above €40,380 Energy efficiency / As above
enhanced disabled access
at Trim Leisure Centre

Meath Co. Council €5,000 Provide funding support Bike Week Funding
for Bike Week 2011 support
events

Meath Co. Council €5,000 Provide funding support Bike Week Funding
for Bike Week 2012 support
events

Meath Local Sports €28,000 is the total grant To support “Smarter Smarter Travel
Partnership amount approved in Travel Meath” Demonstration Projects

2010 for this demonstration project Funding Programme
demonstration project. 2010
Project will be
completed in late
2012/early 2013. Total
funding drawdown in
2011 was €10,808

Ministerial Advisers

833. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide a list of all Special Advisors appointed by him or his Ministers of State since
March 2011 whose salary exceeds the first pay point of the Principal Officer Standard Scale;
the Special Advisors names and salaries; salary increases awarded the aforementioned Special
Advisors since March 2011.. [36611/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are two special
advisors in my Department. Mr. Brian Murphy, my Special Adviser, is on a remuneration of
€105,837, which is an increase from the Principal Officer first point salary scale of €80,051. This
was granted on an exceptional basis. Mr. Miller, my Press Adviser, is on a current salary of
€83,337, which is the second pay point of the Principal Officer salary scale.

Departmental Agencies

834. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
annual saving to the Exchequer if all board members’ fees paid to agencies under his aegis
were cut by 25%, 35% and 50%. [36627/12]
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835. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
annual saving to the Exchequer if the pay of all CEOs of State agencies under his aegis were
capped at €100,000. [36643/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 834 and 835 together.

It is not possible to quantify the information sought by the Deputy given the varying tax
treatment of couples and single people. In the case of commercial agencies, neither the CEO
salaries nor the board members’ fees are a charge on the Exchequer, so there would in fact be
a net loss to the Exchequer (arising from foregone income tax and other statutory deductions)
if these were reduced. In the case of non-commercial agencies, the net impact would depend
on the tax allowances and bands of the individuals concerned.

I have no plans, nor am I currently examining the effect of, the introduction of a unilateral
pay cap at €100,000 for commercial and non-commercial state agencies under the aegis of my
Department. To do so would be a breach of the Croke Park agreement. Nor am I contemplating
or examining the effect of a reduction in Board Fees. Both are set in accordance with general
Government pay policy for the agencies under my aegis. Under this, the fees paid to board
members range from €1,575 in the case of some of the smaller port companies to €31,500 for
the chairpersons of CIE and the DAA. These fees are paid before tax and are relatively modest
given the work and responsibility involved.

The Deputy will be aware in this context that the Government supports a strong policy of
pay restraint in the public sector as evidenced by the announced pay caps and revised salary
levels for Chief Executives and other senior management in both the commercial and non-
commercial state agencies.

Having said that, strong boards and strong senior management are absolutely essential if our
State agencies are to make the contribution that we require to economic recovery. It would be
a mistake in my view to reduce remuneration to levels which are potentially not sufficient to
attract the calibre of personnel that we need.

Departmental Expenditure

836. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide in a tabular form, a list of all professional fees including but not limited to legal,
consultancy, IT related, advisory, advertising, and accountancy; the company name and the
amount invoiced since March 2011 to the end of June 2012. [36659/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be available on my Department’s website
shortly. I will notify the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.

Departmental Staff

837. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
cost to the Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in his Department or State agencies
under his aegis. [36675/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The cost to the
Exchequer for the provision of agency staff in my Department from March 2011 to date is
€960,628 of which €4,189 has yet to be paid. The services provided by these staff were primarily
I.T. related. The cost of agency staff in State Agencies is a matter for the agencies themselves.
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I will forward the Question to the agencies under the remit of my Department for direct reply
to the Deputy. If you have not received a reply within 10 working days please contact my
private office.

Departmental Contracts

838. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide, in tabular form, details of public service provision responsibilities of his Depart-
ment outsourced to the private sector; and the cost of each service outsourced over the past 12
months. [36707/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the Deputy is contained in the table:

Service Outsourced Cost of Service

Surveys of international trading ships No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Port Security studies No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Sea survival courses for seagoers No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Radio examinations No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Survey of fishing vessels below 15 metres No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Yacht surveys abroad No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Nautical maps and publications No cost to the Department — user pays service provider.

Departmental Expenditure

839. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide a list of all current time-related savings/delayed spending of Budget 2012 allo-
cations on staff and or resources in his Department. [36723/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In the context of
delivering both on Public Sector Reform and the Department of Transport, Tourism and
Sport’s Public Service Agreement (Croke Park) 2010-2014 Action Plan for change the results
achieved to date include: Savings achieved through the reductions in the pay bill associated
with reduced staff numbers, reduced from 518 in May 2011 to 466 by end June 2012. This
decrease was achieved primarily by retirements and the remainder by staff departures on
redeployment or moves to other sectors:

• The Department recruited Radio Officers (Grade 3) to fill safety critical vacancies in
the Irish Coast Guard’s marine rescue service, at the new reduced pay rates (10% less)
applicable with effect from 1st January 2011 to all new entrants recruited into the
public service.

• Other pay related savings include significant improvements in staff attendance with a
21% reduction on sick leave absences achieved in 2011 compared to 2010.

Also as part of public sector reform Performance Budgeting was introduced for my Depart-
ment, the five programme budgets in my Department are:

• Civil Aviation.

• Land Transport.

• Maritime Transport and Safety.
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• Sports and Recreation Services.

• Tourism Services.

The overall budget provision for my Department in 2012 is 13% less than the expenditure in
2011 and is monitored closely.

Departmental Agencies

840. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide a list of State agencies under his aegis; and the annual cost of each agency to
the Exchequer. [36739/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will find a
list of agencies under the aegis of my Department on my Department’s website www.dttas.ie.
The cost to the Exchequer of agencies is set out in the Book of Estimates — Revised Estimates
for Public Services 2012 .

Bus Services

841. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his
views on a matter (detail supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36740/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of bus
services is an operational matter for Dublin Bus in conjunction with the National Transport
Authority (NTA) and not one in which I have any direct role. I have referred the Deputy’s
question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive
a reply within ten working days.

Departmental Staff

842. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
number of retired civil or public servants that have been rehired by his Department since
March 2012; their positions and accompanying salaries. [36755/12]

843. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
number of retired civil or public servants that have been retained by his Department since
March 2012 on a short term contract or on a consultancy basis where normal abatement rules
to not apply. [36771/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 842 and 843 together.

There are 6 retired civil or public servants who were retained or rehired by my Department
since March 2012. The information requested by the Deputies is contained in the table:

Start Date Finish date or What they are hired for? Cost or Does normal pension
Estimated estimated cost abatement apply
finish date

08/06/12 30/09/12 Chairman of the Steering group €1,500 Not Applicable
overseeing the review of the
Railway Safety Programme
2009-2013

23/04/2012 08/07/2012 Investigate helicopter crash €7,750 Yes
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Start Date Finish date or What they are hired for? Cost or Does normal pension
Estimated estimated cost abatement apply
finish date

2009 2012 Appointed as chair of the VFM €1,000 in March Not Applicable
Policy Review Group on 2011 and is
Tourism Product due a final
Development €1000 on

completion of
review

March 2012 April 2012 Review of HR Case €1,256.50 Not Applicable

April 2012 April 2012 Review of HR procedures Pro bono Not Applicable

April 2012 Not completed Investigation related to €3,888 to June Not Applicable
Grievance Case 2012

Departmental Expenditure

844. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide details of his telecommunications services in 2012 budget. [36787/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Details for the Depart-
ment’s 2012 budget of €949,000 for telecommunications services includes: landline telephony
call costs, mobile broadband, mobile call costs, line upgrades, maintenance and support of voice
and data communications infrastructure, and Government networks connectivity.

Departmental Staff

845. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number
of sick days taken by staff in his Department in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the average number of
sick days per staff in total across his Department and broken down by Department section in
2009, 2010 and 2011; the median number of sick days per staff in total across his Department
and broken down by Department section in 2009, 2010 and 2011 in tabular form. [36850/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information avail-
able is set out in the table. The breakdown requested by Department section is currently being
compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy upon completion.

2009 2010 2011

Number of employees (average figure over 12 574 538.5 527
months)

Number of sick days 6,526 7,042 5,404

Average number of sick days 11.37 13.08 10.15

Median number of sickdays 20 28 24
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