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Prayer.
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Ceisteanna — Questions

Priority Questions

————

Public Sector Staff

57. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is
satisfied with the progress made by the transition teams put in place to manage the wave of
retirements from the public sector in order that the delivery of key frontline services will be
maintained; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11455/12]

58. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
final number of public service employees who will leave the service between 1 January 2012
and 29 February 2012; if he has received a report from each of the five transition teams on the
way the impact of the end of February retirements will be managed; if he has submitted to
Government a memorandum of the reports received; and if he will provide details of the pro-
active communications strategy to relay to the public the plans that are in place to deal with
the impact of the retirements to end February. [11410/12]
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Priority 28 February 2012. Questions

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 57 and 58 together.

The latest information from across the public service indicates that 7,464 people have applied
to retire in the first two months of the year. The sectorial breakdown of applications is health,
2,567; education, 2,058; Civil Service, 1,236; local authority, 931; defence, 362; and Garda, 310.
This gives a total of 7,464.

When public service salaries were reduced in 2010, it was agreed by the then Government
that persons retiring during a transitional, or grace, period would have their retirement benefits
calculated on the basis of the previous payscale levels before the salary cut. That grace period
will expire on 29 February 2012 in accordance with the law. Public service managers have
known about the grace period for the past 18 months and have therefore had a long time to
plan accordingly.

As the Deputies are aware, the Government has ensured that transition teams have been
put in place in each of the sectors to deal with the specific short-term challenges arising from
the ending of the grace period and to manage the process in their respective sectors. These
teams are drawn from the existing workforce planning groups that have been in place for
many months.

The transition teams have reported on their plans to manage the reduction in staff numbers
arising from retirements to end-February and I have brought these proposals to Government.
Based on the information received from the transition teams, I am satisfied that due consider-
ation has been given by each of the sectors to the impact of the staffing reductions and the
most appropriate and expeditious ways of managing the changes. The departures represent less
than 3% of staff serving in the public service. Therefore, it would be unduly alarmist to categor-
ise the exit as a “wave”.

As they have the most current information on service provision at a local level, each sectoral
transition team has been directed to actively communicate with the public via whichever means
appropriate in order to allay concerns with regard to critical front-line service delivery. Public
concerns about service levels should be addressed proactively and the public should be kept
informed of business continuity arrangements that are being put in place. In the case of the Civil
Service, material from the transition team process is available on my Department’s website. For
information on the wider public service, I would advise Members of the House to look at
individual departmental websites.

Beyond the February 2012 grace period deadline, the strategic workforce planning groups in
each sector will continue to ensure that sectoral employers develop plans to deal on an ongoing
basis with the operational and strategic consequences of the changes and to keep the public
informed step by step.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I welcome the opportunity to speak on the issue. The Minister gave
a general outline of the numbers leaving but he did not give any commitments in practice on
the ground in terms of front line services. He has said that 2,567 people are leaving the health
service in this eight week period, coupled with 1,800 who left immediately before Christmas.
The 4,300 staff leaving the health service will cause problems on the front line, especially
nursing grades. Every time we have spoken on this topic we speak about nursing grades. I
believe Ministers are asking the Minister for concessions on Revenue staff and other staff.
There should be a concession on a significant redeployment of nursing grade staff. This morning
on the radio we heard that circulars have been sent to nursing unions suggesting a change from
the 12-hour shift to a six-hour shift basis. If that is emerging in the 24 hours prior to people
retiring, how can the Minister possibly expect proper arrangements to be put in place?
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Will the Minister clarify the position on staff in the Department of Social Protection? Given
that 246 staff are leaving, will the Minister ensure there will not be a further increase in delays
in terms of processing means-tested payments such as jobseeker’s allowance and carer’s allow-
ance and that arrangements will be in place for the appeals office with the line Minister, as some
appeals are running over 12 months at the moment in cases where there is an oral hearing?

I am aware the Cabinet again discussed filling key vacancies in the Garda Síochána. In my
constituency the chief superintendent has retired and two superintendents have retired in
County Laois but there has not been any information about replacing them. Will the Minister
give a commitment before this week is out on the filling of those posts?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: A number of questions were asked. I appreciate the Deputy’s
general concern on the matter. The exit at the end of this month is of the order of 3% of the
public service. It is one of which we have had much notice and a lot of strategic planning has
been ongoing. I cannot guarantee that there will not be a glitch because it will be the area in
which we least expected a problem to arise. However, I do expect managers at local level to
address problems as they arise and to solve them.

In terms of the specific points made, as the Deputy is aware, some nursing grades are not
subject to the moratorium and they can be replaced immediately. Some €16 million is available
to the HSE to fill critical grades. As all consultant posts are outside the embargo, they can
be filled.

We need to examine different ways of delivering services. The process of downsizing the
public service is being done in tandem with delivering services differently. The Deputy men-
tioned the Garda. Garda rosters have been in place since the 1970s, yet people have been
trying to change them to put the maximum number of gardaí on the beat at the points and
times they are most needed and the least number at the points and times they are least needed.
This level of flexibility has not existed to date, but it will from 1 April. Across the public
service, this level of flexibility is being found.

The Department of Social Protection has a large volume of staff. Indeed, its staff levels have
increased, given the influx of community welfare officers and the FÁS cohort. Some of the
latter went to the Department of Education and Skills. There will be redeployment, as there
has been already. All of the issues in question will be addressed.

In the past fortnight, the Government approved 32 — I am going from memory — senior
Garda appointments. We are reviewing staffing requirements on a case by case basis. Perhaps
we can now consider what the best management structures for the public service are, including
agencies and the Garda.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The figure is 3% of the entirety of the public service. The
Minister referred to the extent of the planning done to date and the advance notice given in
respect of the incentivised retirement package.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: It is not incentivised.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It is, actually. One would not ordinarily see this type of exodus
from the service without a clear incentive being in place.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I will explain it again.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I have not had sight of the individual sectoral reports that the
Minister stated were on each Department’s website, but I have with me the Civil Service
sectoral plan. The contingency plans are contained in an appendix to the document, which can
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[Deputy Mary Lou McDonald.]

be found on the Minister’s departmental website. What is striking is the fact that the appendix
is scant on detail. It repeatedly makes assertions that redeployment will be the first port of call,
but that the Government will be seeking additional sanctioned posts. The appendix does not
supply numbers in that regard. Commitments on protecting front line services are made. The
Courts Service has helpfully stated that it hopes to keep the courts operational, yet it is losing
nearly 60 personnel.

There is no evidence of the type of detailed, robust planning that the Minister claims has
been under way for some time. Will he give the House a stronger sense of the planning in
respect of the Courts Service and our health services? Some 500 mental health nurses are due
to exit the system. Money has been ring-fenced for 400 new personnel, but that will leave us
100 short. This is the mathematics of it. There comes a point at which one cannot do more
with less.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I will answer the last question first. The mathematics of it is that
we are downsizing. It is a falsehood to claim that, after reducing the full quantum, one must
add everyone back again. The idea is to do things better and more efficiently and to change
work practices. This is the maths of it from the Government’s perspective.

We have been involved in planning this process for each sector for months. For example,
the Minister for Education and Skills laid out his plans in the House months ago and I have
repeatedly heard spokespersons from the HSE outlining its detailed plans right down to
hospital health care level.

The Deputy referred to advance notice. I sought three months notice from everyone who
wanted to avail of it. People were not required to do so, but many did, which gave us a good
idea of most of the numbers leaving so we could account for them. The Deputy is wrong, as
she knows, in regard to incentivised schemes. This is simply the playing out of the Financial
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009, which came into force in 2010. That Act
provided for a grace period in which people could avail of their pre-cut retirement conditions,
in other words, calculate their lump sums and pension rights based on their old salary levels.
The Government is not providing an incentive. These are people who are approaching retire-
ment and the previous Dáil enacted legislation to allow them to hold on to their pre-cut pen-
sions and lump sums if they retired by a certain deadline. That deadline has now arrived and
we are going to deal with the matter. They are not being incentivised by design nor are they
part of a programme of targeting individual areas. The next phase of downsizing will certainly
be targeted.

On the specific points raised by the Deputy regarding the Civil Service, the information is
on the website. Local managers in Departments and offices are individually reporting to my
Department and they have not signalled difficulties in respect of Civil Service provisions. It is
important that local managers are allowed to manage. I do not sit in the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform individually controlling and managing every local office of the
public service.

Deputy Sean Fleming: The Minister stated that his workforce planning groups have been in
operation for quite some time but when the Taoiseach indicated there was a need to appoint
transition teams and drew staff from the planning groups for this purpose, he must not have
been satisfied with them. Will the Minister explain why it was necessary to change the processes
applying to the workforce planning groups?

He used a new phrase when he referred to the next phase of downsizing for the public
service. He might like to elaborate on his comment because we have just completed the volun-
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tary retirement scheme. He said it will be targeted. Will he confirm that it will not include a
compulsory element?

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It will be news to virtually all the retiring public servants that
the incentivised exit mechanism was not in fact an incentive but we will agree to differ on the
semantics of it.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Is that a question?

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Minister stated that the objective is to downsize further.
I ask him to explain what he means by that. I presume he is envisaging something that falls
within the parameters of the Croke Park agreement. He might enlighten us in this regard. He
also says the objective is to act more effectively and efficiently but his record to date has been
purely about reducing headcount via an incentivised scheme for people to exit the service early.
Nothing in the master plan or the planning, scant as it is, addresses the question of improving
excellence in service provision or efficiency. The Minister is engaged in a crude cull.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That was more a speech than a question but I will deal with the
two points raised. On Deputy Fleming’s questions, the workforce planning teams became tran-
sition teams and were augmented——

Deputy Sean Fleming: Same thing, new title.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: No, it was the critical final phase when the numbers were clear.
As the Taoiseach rightly felt, we needed an even more proactive engagement and the workforce
planning teams that had been established in every sector became transition teams and brought
in additional expertise to ensure, as best we could, everything was running smoothly. We may
face problems but I hope we do not because we have done everything that is humanly possible.

In regard to downsizing, we have set targets for reducing public sector numbers between
now and 2015. It will be done within the umbrella of the Croke Park agreement, which means
there will be no compulsory redundancies.

Deputy McDonald accused me of being fixated with numbers. I am fixated with two things,
namely, restoring the economic sovereignty of our State, which is a job I have been given, and
reforming the public service. That is why we have a Department dedicated to both economic
management and political and Civil Service reform. We will do both and are in the process of
doing both. In the first year we have achieved a remarkable amount.

Sale of State Assets

59. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the breadth
and timescale of his plans to privatise State assets; if discussions have taken place with the
trade unions whose members’ jobs will be affected; and if he or any other Department have
estimated the amount of job losses that will arise from the sale of these assets. [11409/12]

Deputy Brendan Howlin: My announcement last week contained the details of the breadth
and timescale of the Government’s plans to dispose of certain non-strategic State assets. We
have agreed with the troika on the sale of assets up to a value of €3 billion based on the guiding
principles that there will be no fire sales, integral transmissions and distribution systems will
be retained in State ownership and full value will be derived for the State. The assets to be
sold will be Bord Gáis Éireann’s energy business, but not including its gas transmission and
distribution systems or the two gas interconnectors, which will remain in State ownership; and
some of ESB’s non-strategic power generation capacity. Consideration will also be given to the
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[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

sale of some assets of Coillte, but not its land holdings, and the sale of the State’s remaining
shareholding in Aer Lingus when market conditions are favourable and an acceptable price
can be achieved.

In the case of the energy State companies, meetings take place between the Minister for
Communications Energy and Natural Resources and union representatives from time to time.
However, no meeting has been held since the Government decision was announced last Thurs-
day. Job losses are not, as the Deputy’s question suggests, an inevitable outcome of this process.
Apart from the receipts from the sale of assets that the Government will retain for reinvestment
in the economy, the sale of certain business units of State companies offers the prospect of
access to significant new capital to grow these businesses, which might not have otherwise have
been available to them, given the current position in capital markets.

Deputy Clare Daly: This question was tabled before the Minister’s announcement last week,
but I am still none the wiser. It is regrettable that the announcement was made in the media
and not in the House, which would have allowed us to debate some of these issues. The Minister
says he has not spoken to union representatives but the question of job losses is critical. The
Minister has attempted to dress up what is in essence a selling off of valuable State assets in
order to pay a debt as something that will somehow create jobs. That does not add up.

How does the Minister intend to achieve what has never been done in the privatisations that
have already taken place? Eircom’s workforce has increased from 14,000 to 7,000 and is tar-
geted to fall to 5,000. Aer Lingus’s workforce has been reduced from 7,500 to 3,500. How will
the Minister accomplish the miracle of a privatisation that does not involve job losses? Where
is this factored in his decisions?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I made the announcement as soon as I could after the Cabinet
made its decisions. I readily agreed to have an early debate in the House. I very much welcome
an open debate on all these matters and I believe one is scheduled for next week. I entirely
agree with the Deputy on learning from the past. The method of sale of Eircom was not in the
public interest because it sold off a strategic asset into the private sector and then it was asset
stripped in many ways. That is why we are not selling off the strategic assets. We are holding
on to the distribution of gas and electricity, and the interconnectors. That core is important.
However, Bord Gáis Éireann may have, for example, bought a particular wind farm. While the
Deputy might believe that is a strategic asset, I do not. Some are of the view that everything
owned by the State is a strategic asset but that is not how we should operate.

Deputy Clare Daly: The Minister is dressing this up as a job-creation measure. However,
apart from the job losses which inevitably flow from a privatisation — there has never been
one that did not involve job losses — how does the Minister answer organisations such as the
Woodland League, which would argue that a country such as Switzerland which is half the size
of Ireland has twice the area of forest? While we employ 11,000 in forestry, it employs 120,000
people in that area. What does the Minister say to the idea that our State assets could be used
on valuable indigenous industry job creation programmes that the Minister is forfeiting by his
short-term measures?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I do not agree with the Deputy. She is simply wrong on the forestry
side. We have an ambitious forestry programme. We will be growing more trees. We are
suggesting that we sell off some of the crop. Trees will grow again and the idea is that one
harvests trees and sells them but one keeps the land. The suggestion is like suggesting to a
farmer that he should not sell the crop.
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Deputy Daly referred to downsizing and losing jobs at Aer Lingus. Every airline has lost
jobs during the past decade. I do not imagine the Deputy is suggesting we should hold on to
State companies as employment agencies to keep non-commercial numbers. The company must
operate in the commercial reality.

Deputy Clare Daly: They are outsourced to other private companies.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy has twice mentioned that I am dressing up the pro-
jobs issue. This is a pro-jobs issue. After long-term negotiations we have changed the view of
the troika to allow one third of the total assets to be used to create new jobs. This is a significant
advance in an economy starved of capital for productive purposes.

60. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
provide an estimate on a company by company basis of the protocols from the sale of State
assets in order that the €3 billion target will be raised; the timetable he envisages for completion
of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11456/12]

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy will understand that I do not propose to indicate to
the market how much I expect to raise from the sale of the individual assets in the programme
of State asset disposals that I announced. However, I assure the House that the sales will be
transacted via an open, transparent and competitive process.

On foot of my announcement, work is progressing on plans for the disposals I have outlined.
All of the relevant Departments will participate, overseen by my Department and with the
assistance of NewERA entity created by this Government. The objective is to identify by the
end of next month any remaining policy, regulatory, legislative or financial issues that may
need to be addressed prior to individual disposals. Great care will be taken at all times to
ensure any decisions are in the national interest and represent good value for the taxpayer. It
is intended that any issues arising will be addressed by the end of this year to facilitate the
commencement of sales next year.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I realise the Minister has stated in his reply that he cannot give details
of the projected sales on a company by company basis. The Minister claims he cannot put this
information in the public arena for commercial sensitivity purposes. Does the Minister know?
Does he have an estimate on a company by company basis? Has the Government discussed
the estimate on a company by company basis? Has the Department in conjunction primarily
with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources agreed on the basis
for it? Who came up with the estimates on a company by company basis? The Government
cannot have put out a magic figure of €3 billion without knowing approximately where it would
come from.

What professional advisers have worked with the Departments on this matter? What
tendering process took place and when was it advertised? How much were they paid? Will
these people have an interest in advising potential purchasers later on when they make bids
for some of these assets in terms of the methods of sale? The Minister has given no indication
of whether it will be a sale of shares, as happened in other companies, whether it will be a
trade sale or whether the Department will invite submissions from interested parties and per-
haps invite a limited tender. Will the Minister explain the process? Presuming the Minister has
professional advisers, has he locked into this process that they must not be in a position to
advise any potential purchasers in due course?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I thank the Deputy for his questions. The Deputy does not expect
me to quantify the value I expect from each item or company we put up for sale. However, I

7



Priority 28 February 2012. Questions

[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

wish to give as much detail as I can to the Deputy. Subsequent to the decision made by the
Government last September we set up two parallel processes. The first was to establish what
regulatory and other difficulties were presented by the decision made originally on a minority
shareholding sale in a vertically integrated ESB. That process was carried out by my Depart-
ment and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. The parallel
process involved the valuation of other State companies. This was carried out by the NewERA
entity, drawing on the expertise of the NewERA entity along with the National Treasury Man-
agement Agency. They have put a tentative value on them. It cannot be all that completely
precise until we test the markets.

The Deputy referred to a tendering process. We have not held a tendering process. There-
fore, we do not know the true value. However, I would expect to get a very good price for the
State for the energy component of Bord Gáis Éireann, BGE. The idea, and this is what
attracted the troika and helped us in our negotiations, is that this will contribute in two ways
to our economic growth. Not only will we get one third of the proceeds to invest in the pro-
ductive sector of the economy, but it will also create competition within the energy market,
because BGE is the nucleus of an alternative player that will be a competitor for a vertically
integrated ESB which will remain a State company.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I thank the Minister for that information. He has confirmed that he
has received no external professional advice with regard to how he came up with the figure of
€3 billion, but said it was proposed by the NTMA in NewERA.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Yes, in NewERA and they would have had expertise with them.

Deputy Sean Fleming: Perhaps if the Minister is not in a position to provide the information
today, he will send the information on to us regarding the level of expertise the particular staff
in NewERA have on estimating value of companies where privatisation the selling off of stra-
tegic State assets is planned. The Minister says the sale of Aer Lingus is not the sale of a
strategic asset nor is the sale of forestry, but some people would disagree. Who in the NTMA
who was involved in the decision process had experience — perhaps from another country —
of making these decisions or was it that it was just a group of public servants, which those in
the NTMA are, coming up with a figure and presenting that figure to the Minister? There
appears to be no independent verification of any of the figures by anybody outside of officials
employed by the Government. That is not a sufficient basis on which to proceed and I would
like to see some verification or benchmark as to whether this is a realistic figure.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy is quite disparaging of the qualities available to the
NTMA. Based on the amount of money we are paying those working in the NTMA, I sincerely
hope they are not run of the mill civil servants. They are individuals who are highly qualified
for treasury management, to run our national debt process and to involve themselves in a range
of the strategic funding issues that affect the State and they are well placed to look at these
matters and get expert advice on them. I am confident of that.

The Deputy also asked how we determined what was strategic. The NTMA did not do that,
the Government did and that is laid out in the plans we have made. The Deputy asked who
decided Aer Lingus was not a strategic asset. The problem is the Deputy’s party sold off 75%
of Aer Lingus. The remaining 25% is not a strategic holding. We do not have any leverage on
the slots in Heathrow or anything else. Fianna Fáil sold that, unfortunately.

Deputy Sean Fleming: We did not sell the slots.
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An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are moving on to the next question as there is a limited
time for questions.

Ministerial Remuneration

61. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a full list of all payments and allowances paid to members of the Government;
the changes, if any, he plans to make to these payments and allowances; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11411/12]

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Government decided on taking office in March 2011 to reduce
the salaries of An Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and Ministers with immediate effect. The reductions
were implemented on a voluntary basis pending the passage of the necessary legislation giving
statutory effect to the reductions. Section 6(c) of the Financial Emergency Measures in the
Public Interest (Amendment) Act, 2011 provides the legislative basis for the pay reductions
from 1 January 2012.

The gross annual salaries now applicable to An Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Ministers amount
to €200,000, €184,405 and €169,275, respectively. The gross salaries indicated are inclusive of
the pay element for a Deputy amounting to €92,672. The effect of these reductions is that the
gross annual salary of An Taoiseach has been reduced by nearly 30% since December 2009,
and that of the Tánaiste and Ministers by nearly 25% over the same period.

Since 1 May 2011, Cabinet Ministers with the exception of the Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and
the Minister for Justice and Equality now use their own cars on official business. All Ministers
are now paid for official mileage up to 96,540 kilometres or 60,000 miles per annum. Ministers
of State have used their own cars on the same basis since 1984. Ministers, including Ministers
of State, may appoint two civilian drivers, the salaries for whom are paid by the Minister’s
respective Department. At the time the change was made, it was estimated the savings to be
achieved by Cabinet Ministers using their cars would be approximately €4 million in a full year.

Ministers do not receive overnight payments while in Dublin. Ministers on overnight business
away from their home or headquarters may claim the vouched cost of a hotel room, including
tax and up to 15% in respect of any service charge. They may also claim an overnight subsist-
ence allowance of €72.66 which is half the civil service Class A overnight rate of €108.99,
increased by one third. Slightly higher rates apply in the case of travel to the USA and Canada.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

As with all Members of the Oireachtas, Ministers may receive the public representation
allowance element of the parliamentary standard allowance. Under the public representational
allowance, Ministers may claim an unvouched amount of €12,000 per annum or a fully vouched
amount up to €20,000 per annum. The purposes for which this allowance may be used includes
expenses related to constituency offices, home telephones, newspaper advertising, distribution
of leaflets, newsletters, conferences and other matters related to their duties as a public rep-
resentative. From 1 February, additional secretarial support as well as public relations, certain
information technology and training services are included within the scope of this allowance.
The overall cap remains unchanged. Since the commencement of the parliamentary standard
allowance, Ministers’ Departments are responsible for paying the cost of telephones in Mini-
sters’ constituency offices.

While it is not possible for me orally to go through a full list of the headings under which
costs incurred are recouped by Ministers, I am arranging for the material to be made available
to the Deputy directly. The Government has introduced a range of changes to the regime of
payments and allowances paid to Government Ministers which has resulted in significant finan-
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[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

cial savings to the Exchequer. It is my intention to continue to ensure that the greatest value
for money can be achieved in relation to payments and expenses of this nature on an ongoing
basis consistent with ensuring maximum efficiency and output from officeholders and their
offices.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The Minister had my full attention. I am sorry that he was
cut short.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It is a rule of the House.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I appreciate that. I was introducing a note of levity, a Leas-
Cheann Comhairle. I would like to focus on one or two specific matters. What, if anything,
does the Minister propose to do about the laundry tax deduction allowance of €3,500 that is
available to Ministers from outside Dublin who stay in hotels?

Can the Minister comment on the dual abode allowance, which is offered to Ministers who
maintain second residences in addition to their primary residences and who represent constitu-
encies outside Dublin? The allowance makes it possible for such Ministers to make a claim to
the Revenue Commissioners for a tax deduction which can amount to €6,500 per annum. Such
expenses and perks cannot be justified at any time and are particularly unjustifiable in the
current climate.

The Minister mentioned the issue of mileage and the use by Ministers of their own cars. Can
I ask him to address the recent controversy involving his colleague, the Minister for Education
and Skills, Deputy Quinn? The controversy suggested that there is some difficulty in measuring
the number of kilometres covered by Ministers.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I would like to respond to the three specific points that have rightly
been made by the Deputy. I will not bring in extraneous matters or claim other things. I heard
about the laundry issue on the radio. I had never heard of it before then. Nobody in the Cabinet
had ever heard of it. I cannot find anybody who has ever claimed it, or even heard of it. I have
no idea where it came from.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Does it exist?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: No, as far as I am aware. It is not on any list that I have. I have
no idea where it came from. The day it came up, I specifically asked whether anybody had
ever claimed it, or heard of it. Nobody in the Cabinet of this Government had heard of it or
claimed it.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: So it does not exist.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: As far as I am concerned, it does not exist. It is one of these
interesting things that make for a good headline.

The Deputy also asked about the dual abode allowance. Her colleagues who come from
outside Dublin claim an overnight allowance. Ministers are not entitled to that. When our
colleagues who are Ministers and Ministers of State come to Leinster House they pay their
hotel bills out of their own salaries. There is a dual abode allowance for those who actually
have——

Deputy Sean Fleming: There is no longer an overnight allowance for Members of the
Oireachtas.
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Deputy Brendan Howlin: Do not go there.

Deputy Sean Fleming: The Minister should correct what he has said.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: There is an overnight allowance.

Deputy Sean Fleming: There is not.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: It is factored into the allowances that are paid. That is why there
is a requirement to be in attendance for a fixed number of days each year. It is understood as
being factored in. No such allowance is available to members of the Government. A dual abode
allowance, which is a tax concession, is available to Ministers. I assure the House that it does
not come close to covering the cost of staying overnight. I am willing to debate this matter
because it needs to be addressed in a much fairer way.

The Deputy’s final question related to mileage. When we came into office, we said we would
abolish State cars, etc. In the last Dáil, the cost of State cars was €280,000 per annum per
Minister. The cost of the new regime we have introduced is less than €100,000 per annum per
Minister. We have reduced it by more than 60%, which is a very credible performance.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: My question on that final point related to the measurement
of the travel in question, which was the source of the controversy. The Minister might come
back to that. It is curious that the Minister has said he had not heard of this laundry allowance.
His colleagues were similarly unenlightened. It does exist. I strongly suggest that it should be
abolished forthwith.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy can consider it abolished.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I do not think a long review is needed.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I had never heard of it.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: It has been cited in response to parliamentary questions. Per-
haps the Minister might consider that point.

The Minister dodged the question on the dual abode allowance by referring to overnight
rates. This allowance allows for a Revenue write-off in respect of a percentage of the interest
paid on the purchase of a second property or vouched elements in respect of the maintenance
and so on, of a second property. There is a world of difference between public moneys legit-
imately covering accommodation in a hotel or a bed and breakfast or whatever, as against
public moneys being a contribution to the purchase of a second residence or, for that matter,
the maintenance and upkeep of that second residence. I put it to the Minister once more that
this dual abode allowance is yet another of those that should be abolished.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I can inform the Deputy that in my own case, the dual abode
allowance does not cover a fraction of the cost of my accommodation in Dublin. I am not
complaining about this fact. If I were entitled to claim as a Deputy I would be able to cover
the costs. I would be very happy to——

Deputy Sean Fleming: The Minister could swap places.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: ——take the Deputy’s allowance instead. I will happily abolish the
dual abode allowance.
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[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

With regard to the issue of laundry as raised by the Deputy, I cannot find the reference but
if the Deputy can provide me with same, I would like to hear it or see it. I suggest she sends
me the details.

Other Questions

————

Sale of State Assets

62. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
expected timetable for the commencement of the sale of State assets; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11192/12]

82. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
primary criteria that he will apply in determining the way in which it is best to proceed in
relation to the sale of State assets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11195/12]

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 82 together.

Following my announcement of the programme of State asset disposals last week, work is
progressing on plans for the disposals. All of the relevant Departments will participate, over-
seen by my Department and with the assistance of NewERA. The objective is to identify by
the end of March any remaining policy, regulatory, legislative and-or financial issues that may
need to be addressed prior to disposal. Great care will be taken at all times to ensure any
decisions are in the national interest and represent value for the Exchequer. It is intended that
any issues arising will be addressed by the end of 2012 in order to facilitate transactions com-
mencing in 2013.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I refer to Question No. 82. I asked how the Minister intends to proceed
with regard to the sale of State assets. Has he an open mind with regard to the public placing
of shares, the placement of shares with certain financial institutions, an invitation to expressions
of interest and the sale of assets to the known businesses in the trade? Has he asked the NTMA
to draw up a list of power companies who will be invited to bid? I understand a number
of sharks are out there — the term used by Bord Gáis Energy — who want to take over
that business.

I ask the Minister to explain the process for the sale of the assets. I do not mean to say I
agree with a selling process but I wish to hear the Minister’s intentions as to the process he
intends to follow.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Detailed analytical work commenced immediately following the
Government decision with regard to Bord Gáis Energy, the ESB and the Coillte proposal,
which is being considered. The process will examine the regulatory and legislative difficulties,
the best placement procedures and how to obtain best value. These matters are currently under
consideration. I am required by the Government decision to revert to the Government by the
end of March to address those issues and to set out how we intend to proceed.

As for the other decision, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources,
is looking at those generating assets within the ESB which are non-strategic and which can also
be available for sale. The idea is to sell Bord Gáis Energy with some ESB power generating in
a bundle or sell some of the generating capacity of the ESB separately in order to have a
significant nucleus of energy generating capacity that would be competitive and offer best value
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to ensure that the cost of energy is as competitive as possible. There is a double value. First,
we will try to get a maximum price and, second, we want to get a strategic change so we
will have real dynamic competition within the energy sector in the interests of business and
the consumer.

Deputy Sean Fleming: Are the people in NewERA and the NTMA factoring in the issue of
pension fund deficits in these organisations and whether there will be an employee share option
scheme, as happened in some previous privatisations?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: As Deputy Fleming is probably aware, there is an ESOP scheme
already in Bord Gáis Éireann. A little over 3% of the company is owned by the employees
and that will be part of the things which will be addressed now because, as Deputy Fleming
knows, the company is well on the way to being disaggregated into the transmission and the
generating elements of it. The transmission elements of it, including the gas interconnectors
and so on, will remain in State ownership. What is proposed to be sold is the generating
capacity of it, which is not strategic. If we can have a significant new player in the Irish market,
it will be in the interests of the consumers and industry generally. The other point Deputy
Fleming made about pension funds and deficits is a factor which is being taken into account.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: In the case of both the ESB and Bord Gáis Éireann, the
workforce holds shares so, with that in mind, I was curious to hear the Minister had not spoken
to the trade unions. He might do that with some urgency because the employees will have a
view on all of this.

The Minister repeatedly made a claim today that the sell-off of these assets is somehow a
pathway to enhanced competitiveness and reduced prices. I am sure he is as aware as I am that
the history of deregulation of the energy sector in this small island has never resulted in a dip
in prices. In fact, we moved rather spectacularly from having very low energy prices to now
having among the highest across Europe. It probably makes a good sound bite for the Minister
in selling this fire sale but I do not think it is an argument he can substantiate.

The Minister said he will raise €3 billion. Notwithstanding giving us figures down to the cent,
he must have some sense of the individual value of these assets. I put it to him that there is a
reason these assets are attractive to put on the market and bidders will be interested in them.
It is because they generate very significant revenue.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: It is very hard to take lectures about sound bites from Deputy
McDonald. She is the master.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I take that as it is intended.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I say that as a compliment. She used four sound bites in the ques-
tion, including representing it all as a fire sale when not only the decision but the memorandum
of understanding with the troika makes it crystal clear there will not be a fire sale. If we do
not get a fair price for these, we will not sell them. It is as simple as that, so that will ensure
there will not be.

I refer to the other point Deputy McDonald made and all these things one cannot let go,
because she throws these things in as almost the truth, and this is the notion that this is deregu-
lation. It is anything but deregulation of the energy market.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I did not say that.
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Deputy Brendan Howlin: We want to achieve real and better competition in the energy
market.

I refer to the notion that it is somehow a bad thing to get a good price for them and that we
will get a good price for them because they are valuable assets. Of course, we want to get the
best price because we need to pay down some of the State’s debt. That is not a bad thing of
itself, that is, to take some of the terrible burden of debt off the Irish taxpayer. We also want
to get some access to money to invest in the productive economy. We have got a very good
deal where one third of the total asset sales can be used for that purpose.

Deputy Mick Wallace: The Minister told us there will not be a fire sale. He said he will get
full value for the State. Would he agree that is not likely to happen in the next two or three
years given that the price of everything has gone so low? It beggars belief for him to think he
can get real value for this in the next two or three years. Will there be a detailed cost benefit
analysis to weigh selling State assets against the long-term costs to the economy, society and
the environment? That would be interesting.

The Minister said there is no great strategic value to the State’s holding of 25% but we must
remember that the staff hold 15% and, combined, at 40% it is the largest stake by far.

Deputy Clare Daly: The question asked about the criteria used by the Minister in proceeding
with the sell-off. Why did he think it unnecessary to examine fully each State asset in terms of
the social, economic and environmental value? I refer in particular to public forests, which
could be managed in a way that is of enormous benefit to citizens in this country. I ask the
Minister to comment on why we have 11,000 people employed in forestry when a country half
our size, Switzerland, has 120,000 people employed in forestry. Why is he not analysing our
State assets in this way?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That is worthy of a long debate and the Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine would be delighted to have it. The percentage of land under forest in
Switzerland is of a different magnitude to the percentage under forest in Ireland, if the Deputy
had not noticed. We need more forestry and this Government has given clear attention to it in
the programme for Government. Managing forests means harvesting the crop in the public
interest. There is a difference in the decision. We will consider the Coillte proposal because
other proposals have been made for the use of the forest. The Minister is examining these and
we will make the best strategic decision for the Irish economy.

The questions of Deputy Wallace are like saying that we should ignore the current economic
crisis. We must map our way out of it with every tool available. It has long been said that
austerity alone is not a strategy, a criticism with which I agree. It must be part of the strategy
because the only people who will give us money have attached conditions to the money. That
is why we must achieve the deficit reduction target. There is no gainsaying that and anyone
who understands economics understands that. We must also have a growth strategy and utilising
some of the assets to invest in the productive economy is part of that strategy. There are other
elements, such as the development of the NewERA entity and the strategic investment fund,
to which we have committed €250 million from the National Pensions Reserve Fund, NPRF.
We will leverage that to €1 billion for investment in job creation and we also want to use the
residual part of the NPRF. I had a discussion on the use of other pension funds. We want to
release that because of the €70 billion in pension funds, only 2% is used in the productive
economy. There will be a range of initiatives to leverage further investment for a growth
strategy to mirror the strategy of balancing books.
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Flood Relief

63. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps
he is taking to address the summer flooding in the Shannon callows; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10587/12]

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy has, on a regular basis, raised the matter of manage-
ment of the River Shannon catchment, which includes the Shannon Callows area and that
extensive responses have been provided. The information I am happy to provide remains much
the same as that provided previously. In addition, a full corpus of updated information on
both the national and Shannon catchment flood risk assessment and management, CFRAM,
programmes is available on the respective websites.

I reiterate that the assessment and management of flood risk on the Shannon catchment
comes within the CFRAM programme, the national programme covering all national river
catchments. The national programme represents a major investment of several tens of millions
of euro by the State in a comprehensive study of flood risk, which will produce robust, evi-
dence-based and extensive management plans to drive the management of flood risk across the
country. This is a comprehensive undertaking and a significant part of the OPW’s resources
are being dedicated to ensuring its completion.

Given the scale and nature of the programme over a four year lifecycle, up to the end of
2015, the Deputy will appreciate that clear direction as to improvements in the management
of the River Shannon catchment and mitigation of localised flooding risk in areas like the
Callows will not emerge until the programme has reached its conclusion. The Government is
determined to ensure that a comprehensive CFRAM programme will form the core of a prop-
erly informed and managed approach to addressing areas of flood risk in the coming decades.
This approach will allow us to go beyond the reactive deployment of resources where OPW
generally intervenes with capital works projects after significant flood events to a more antici-
patory stance whereby evidence-based and prioritised interventions can be programmed in
advance of and in prevention of future flood events.

Public Sector Pay

64. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the
Implementation Body will review high pay in the public sector during its annual review consul-
tations this year. [11220/12]

73. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
the Implementation Body give priority to public servants with €35,000 or less in its annual
review. [11222/12]

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I propose to take Questions Nos. 64 and 73 together.

The implementation body established under the public service agreement 2010-14 is charged
with driving the implementation of the agreement to maximum effect. The body also under-
takes an annual review of the sustainable savings generated from the implementation of the
agreement. The first review by the implementation body was published in June 2011.

The implementation body has no role in the review of pay rates in the public service, which
is a matter reserved to me as Minister, under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public
Interest (No. 2) Act 2009, as amended. That Act, which imposed a progressive pay reduction
on all public servants ranging from 5% to 30% with effect from 1 January 2010, provided that
before 30 June 2011 and every year after that the Minister shall carry out a review of the
operation, effectiveness and impact of the Act and lay a written report of the findings resulting
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[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

from the review before each House of the Oireachtas. In the public service agreement, the
Government agreed that the statutory review under the Act would take account of the sus-
tainable savings generated from the implementation of the agreement. In the event of sufficient
savings being identified in the 2011 review by the implementation body, it was agreed that
priority would be given in any review of pay to public servants with annual pay rates of €35,000
or less.

In line with the requirements under the 2009 Act, I completed a review of its operation in
June 2011. The report was laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 30 June 2011 and has
been published on my Department’s website. The report concluded that, having regard to the
overall economic conditions, national competitiveness and Exchequer commitments in respect
of public service pay, the measures put in place by the Act continue to be required. This
remains the position pending a further statutory review of the Act in June next.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I am not sure if the answer to the question is “Yes” or “No”.
My question was to review very high pay in the public sector. I had in mind the 7,000 people
who earn in excess of €100,000. In the same context, it is useful to note that 10% of families
in receipt of family income supplement, the lowest paid workers in the State, are public sector
workers. The Minister has identified a mechanism by which such review of very high pay could
be undertaken. Will the Minister give us a clear “Yes” or “No” answer on the review?

In response to an earlier question, the Minister set out the extravagant levels of pay of the
Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and Ministers. Those payments cannot be justified. A small section of
workers, some 7,000 in the public sector, are vastly overpaid. Will the Minister review that
matter and correct it under emergency legislation?

3 o’clock

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I have made it clear that this is the first Government ever to take
serious proactive action to deal with hope in the public service. We reduced pay by between
5% and 30%. A 30% reduction was taken by the Taoiseach. That should be acknowledged. I

also placed a pay ceiling on the public service so that no one in the Civil Service
or public service should be paid more than €200,000. That has been largely
implemented except where contractual obligations precluded us from imple-

menting it. In those cases, I sought a voluntary reduction. In the semi-State sector, we intro-
duced a ceiling of €250,000 and when considering that multiples of that sum were paid up to
last year, the Deputy should acknowledge the remarkable achievements of the Government in
reducing public——

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Do I take it the answer is “No”?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: No matter how far we go, it is never enough for Deputy McDonald.
We must ensure that we have quality people in the public service and a variety of skills. The
Deputy has no doubt read the Nyberg report on the operation of the Department of Finance.

One of the deficiencies identified was that there were not enough experts and economists to
operate a very complicated banking system. The Government and I are very pro-public service
and want people of the highest calibre available. We do not want to pay rates to buy in from
the private sector the skills the Government requires.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Some 10% of them are on family income supplement. The
Minister is protecting people on outrageous salaries. The answer is clearly “No”.

An Ceann Comhairle: Does the Deputy have a question?
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A Deputy: Print it off.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: The Deputy is firing blanks.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I assumed Other Questions was finished. I can only read from
the response of the Minister that he is quite happy for a significant number of public servants
to be so poorly paid that the State has to supplement their income with family income sup-
plement, while giving us codswallop about expertise and skills to explain salaries he knows no
sane person could justify.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I ask the Deputy at least to acknowledge what we have done to
date. For the first time we have put in a ceiling of €200,000. The Taoiseach is receiving 30%
less in pay than his predecessor. We have reformed the expenses and car transport systems and
introduced new pay ceilings across the public service of €200,000 and €250,000.

The pressure will be whether in the commercial semi-State sector we will get people of
sufficient calibre to run the very companies we have been asking questions about. They will be
important in driving our economic development. In terms of ensuring we have people of the
highest calibre and ability working in the public sector, the Government will ensure that arrives.

The Deputy made a valid point on ensuring that everybody is paid a fair wage in this econ-
omy. That is why one of the first things we did was to restore the minimum wage, something
the Deputy said was impossible. It was achieved in the first couple of months of this Govern-
ment. As our economy recovers, we will try to ensure everybody has a projection of increased
income. I hope we can do that on the basis of fairness to shrink the gap between those earning
most and those earning least in our economy.

Referendum on European Stability Treaty: Statements

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach and Tánaiste will make an announcement.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Will there be an opportunity to respond?

An Ceann Comhairle: There will be opportunities later to make a response.

The Taoiseach: I am pleased to have this opportunity to inform the House that the Irish
people will be asked for their authorisation, in a referendum, to ratify the European stability
treaty, the so-called fiscal compact treaty. I strongly believe it is very much in Ireland’s national
interest that this treaty be approved, as doing so will build on the steady progress the country
has made in the past 12 months. That progress has seen international and investor confidence
in Ireland rising, leading to many new investments in our country, investments that are creating
new jobs for our people. I want that flow of investment to continue and expand.

Ratification of this treaty will be another important step in the rebuilding of Ireland’s econ-
omy and our international reputation. It will give the Irish people the opportunity to reaffirm
Ireland’s commitment to membership of the euro, which remains a fundamental pillar of our
economic and jobs strategy. More binding and enforceable fiscal rules as a result of ratification
will be good for Ireland and the wider eurozone, and will cement growing international confi-
dence in Ireland’s recovery.

Long before any discussions of a new set of housekeeping rules for the eurozone, the new
Government had committed itself to legislate for equally challenging domestic deficit and debt
rules. In this referendum, the Irish people can confirm our commitment to responsible budget-
ing and, in doing so, ensure that the reckless economic mismanagement that drove our country
to the brink of bankruptcy will not be repeated by any future Government.
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Deputies: Hear, hear.

The Taoiseach: Putting in place this credible commitment to responsible budgeting will be
key to keeping interest rates low and unlocking credit availability for investment and job
creation. Lower interest rates also mean more resources for the provision of essential public
services. The creation of stronger budgetary rules is an essential element of the steps that are
needed to ensure stability, confidence and growth here in Ireland and in the eurozone.

Throughout the process leading to this new treaty, the Government has consistently said that
the final text would be referred to the Attorney General for her advice as to whether a refer-
endum was required to ratify it in Ireland. At this morning’s Cabinet meeting, the Attorney
General conveyed her formal advice that, as this treaty is a unique instrument, outside the
European Union treaty architecture, on balance, a referendum is required to ratify it.

On foot of this advice, the Government has decided to hold a referendum on this issue in
which the people of Ireland will be asked to give their authorisation for the ratification of this
treaty. On Friday, along with other heads of government, I intend to sign this treaty in Brussels.
In the coming weeks, the Government will finalise the arrangements and process leading to
this referendum, including the establishment of a referendum commission to ensure adequate
and full public information, a referendum Bill which will be debated in the Oireachtas and
draft legislation to provide for the implementation of the treaty’s provisions will be published.

I am very confident that when the importance and merits of this treaty are communicated
to the Irish people, they will endorse it emphatically by voting Yes to continued economic
stability and recovery. I look forward to that debate, one which I believe will produce a result
that will be seen in the future as an historic milestone in Ireland’s economic comeback and
keep Ireland central to the European process.

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Today the
Attorney General has advised the Government that it is best for Ireland to have a referendum
in order to ratify the European stability treaty. On foot of that advice, and in line with our
public commitment, the Government has decided to consult the people by referendum and
seek approval for the treaty. In the weeks ahead there will be ample opportunity for debating
the detail of the treaty provisions. In the end, this will come down to a vote for economic
stability and economic recovery.

When this Government was elected a year ago Ireland was in the depths of a political,
economic and financial crisis. In the past 12 months the situation has been transformed through
the hard work and sacrifice of the Irish people. We have re-established financial and political
stability and are working all-out to achieve economic recovery. It has been a difficult path for
all of us but as a country we have made important progress.

Our cost of borrowing has fallen, we have substantially re-negotiated the EU-IMF prog-
ramme, our reputation internationally has been transformed and money and jobs are coming
back into the country. Once again we are seeing international companies investing and creating
jobs in Ireland. Just yesterday we saw the benefits of the renewed confidence in the country
being translated into 200 more jobs in Cork, which in turn followed from an announcement of
1,000 jobs in Dundalk. These announcements were made possible by the turnaround that has
been achieved in Ireland’s reputation and a renewed sense of financial and economic stability.

Ireland is a small and extremely open economy. Our living standards and capacity to create
jobs depends on our ability to trade and attract investment. For that to happen and for econ-
omic recovery to be possible, we need stability in Ireland and in Europe, the kind of stability
that gives investors and families reasonable certainty about what the future holds.
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Until we achieve that certainty at home and in Europe, confidence will not fully return to
the domestic Irish economy and our recovery will be delayed. We need a thriving and prosper-
ous European economy that has moved beyond the current crisis. That is the purpose of this
treaty. It is part of a package of measures being put in place in Europe to stabilise the situation
in the eurozone. As I have said, that is vital to our national interests.

The treaty is an important part of that package because it provides assurance that the kinds
of problems that have emerged in Greece cannot happen again. Ratifying the treaty will also
provide Ireland with access to emergency funds in the future, if we need them, through the
new European stability mechanism. Our intention is to emerge from the EU-IMF programme
without having to resort to the ESM, but the facility is an important backstop that will further
enhance international confidence in Ireland.

After years of crisis and sacrifice the Irish people now have the basis on which to build a
sustainable economic recovery. We now have an opportunity to go beyond the casino capitalism
that brought us to this point and build sustainable prosperity based on our capacity to sell
goods and services abroad, attract investment and rebuild confidence in the domestic economy.

It comes down to what is best to attract investment to Ireland in order to create the jobs we
need, what will make existing jobs more secure and what will help a young couple to have
confidence to buy a house, a person who has an idea and the necessary drive to start a business
and families to plan and save for their children’s future.

As I stated last December, if we must have another referendum in this country, so be it. If
that is what we must do to save our currency and restore our economy to be able, as a sovereign
nation, to borrow again on the financial markets and ensure that no future Government can
ever again bring us to such a sorry state, I am confident the Irish will do what is necessary.
Endorsing the treaty will be another important milestone for Ireland in our road to recovery.
In the weeks ahead, as the Government puts in place the necessary measures for a referendum,
that is the case we will make to the people. I am confident they will respond by saying “Yes”
to the treaty.

An Ceann Comhairle: In view of the content of the statements from both the Taoiseach and
the Tánaiste and the importance I attach to them, it is fair and reasonable that the leaders of
the main Opposition parties be allowed an opportunity to respond. It is only right and proper
that the Technical Group have a chance to respond. Whether we have the responses straight
away or adjourn to allow Members get their thoughts together is a matter for the Whips. I
would like to be reasonable and fair to everybody.

Deputy Micheál Martin: We will seize the moment.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Paul Kehoe: With the agreement of the House, I propose that we allow the leaders
of the Opposition five minutes.

Deputy Gerry Adams: We will give Fianna Fáil five minutes also.

An Ceann Comhairle: And the spokesperson for the Technical Group.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Would the Deputies mind being quiet? We are trying to deal with this
in a fair way. I ask the Deputies to stop the noise for a minute and allow Deputies put their
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[An Ceann Comhairle.]

thoughts together. We will postpone the other items on the agenda. When we are finished with
this matter, we will resume on them.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I welcome the Ceann Comhairle’s intervention and warmly welcome
the provision of time to Members of the Opposition. It is unfortunate that the Government
did not organise that in advance of this session.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Deputy Martin should not be playing politics. He is always at it.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Martin should be allowed to continue without interruption.

Deputy Micheál Martin: This is our national Parliament. I appreciate what the Ceann Comh-
airle has done and I want to make a constructive contribution on what I just heard. We were
notified of this matter eight minutes ago. For future reference, when decisions of this moment
are being announced, a short telephone call to the Opposition leaders should be made to allow
for some time, particularly when we want everybody engaged in this referendum, which is
crucial to the nation.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I believed the Deputy wanted a referendum.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I welcome the decision. It is the right one and it should not have
required a legal opinion. It is a very important treaty and the people have a right to decide. I
asked over two weeks ago at the Institute of International and European Affairs how we could
honestly expect people to be happy if they are told a treaty is important enough to save the
euro but not important enough for them to have a say. I warmly welcome the referendum. I
have argued consistently, particularly arising from my experiences of the second Lisbon treaty
referendum and directing the campaign, that the people need to be engaged. We need to take
the people with us on our journey in respect of the European Union, not just on the treaty
under discussion.

I respectfully suggest to the Government side that it may very well need the support of quite
a number of us on this side to have the treaty passed and that there should be less of the
partisan commentary. This would be appropriate given the gravity of the issues before us. The
crucial issue, based on experience of the Lisbon treaty, is the necessity to engage with people
on this issue. I am clear where my party and I stand; we will be supporting the ratification of
the treaty. We welcome the fact that it is going before the people. We predict another treaty
down the line that will have to be put to the people given the issues that have yet to be grasped
by our European leadership.

We have been very critical of the manner in which the Government has engaged with the
Dáil on this issue over the past six to nine months. I asked that a sub-committee of the Dáil
be established to deal with the lead-up to the treaty negotiations so Members would have an
opportunity to inform themselves of the detail of the treaty, the issues to be discussed. Regret-
tably, that did not happen. Before Christmas, I asked for meetings with the Taoiseach to discuss
the Government’s position in advance of the summit before Christmas, again so the Opposition
would be apprised of the issues covered by the treaty and the negotiating stance of the
Government.

The bottom line is that, unfortunately, we cannot approach Europe or every European treaty
on the basis that we are scared about what may emerge or have to be put to the people, or
that we want to do everything possible to prevent a referendum, as a German Minister stated
here last week when he confirmed a report in The Irish Times by Arthur Beesley that every
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effort was made to avoid a constitutional change. That is regrettable and is not the way to
approach these issues.

It is very clear that this treaty is very important to Ireland’s economic future and also to the
broader circumstances across Europe. We have said the treaty is reasonable but it is not, by
any means, the answer to the eurozone crisis. Far more substantive issues must be dealt with,
such as broadening the mandate of the European Central Bank and developing a broader fiscal
union involving genuine transfers from stronger states to others, if we are to maintain equilib-
rium in our monetary union. We must learn the lessons from the flawed design of the euro,
which have come to pass in what has been labelled as “the great recession”, the worst in 80
years. We must take all that on board, and the only way we can do so is through more funda-
mental change. That said, this is a reasonable treaty. I accept what the Tánaiste is saying about
access to the ESM and the content of an appendix to a treaty.

In essence, if we want to get back into the marketplace we want the ESM as a backstop to
ensure we can keep our education and welfare systems running along with the various other
services provided through current expenditure. We will support the ratification of the treaty
and will be proposing a series of additional measures for the legislation that appears before us.
The referendum will only pass if we present it to the people as part of a series of measures
required to return Europe to jobs and growth. It cannot be presented as the only major reform
on the agenda.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Cuirim fáilte roimh an ráiteas seo. Táim an-sásta gur tháinig an
Taoiseach agus an Tánaiste go dtí an Dáil agus go ndearna siad an ráiteas anseo. Is maith an
rud é sin. Táim ag éirí beagáinín dóchasach go mbíonn siad ag éisteacht liomsa agus le Sinn
Féin uaireanta ar an ábhar sin. I welcome the announcement and the fact that the Taoiseach
and Tánaiste have come to the Chamber to make it. That is unusual but it gives us hope that
the Government occasionally listens to Sinn Féin on these matters.

While I welcome the announcement, I believe it marks another failure by the Government.
It tried to avoid a referendum, as the Tánaiste acknowledged, but it is good that there will now
be one because the people will now have a say. Since the first drafts of the treaty were leaked
to the public — last December, I believe — Sinn Féin has argued there is a democratic impera-
tive to have a referendum. I am glad there is a clear legal case. The value of a referendum is
primarily that the people will have their say on a matter of profound and long-lasting
importance.

The question is whether the Government will accept the outcome. Are we to have the usual
rerun or replay? Will the Government phrase the question in such a way as to allow the people
to have an informed debate as opposed to being subject to the bullying tactics used in the past?
If the Government has identified the phrasing, will it remind me of what it is? It is equally
important that the campaign be informed and informative and that the details of the treaty and
its implications for the people of this State and the island be discussed fully and debated.

We welcome the announcement. Let us be clear, however, that the treaty is an austerity
treaty that will not help to regenerate the economy. On the contrary, it will condemn the
people, particularly those on lower and middle incomes, to endure the Government’s terrible
policy of austerity. It is little wonder that Fianna Fáil supports this. Fianna Fáil, Labour and
Fine Gael formed a consensus for cuts and we will see that replayed again. The Taoiseach has
declared he wants to be able to take economic power back into this State — that is, whatever
little economic power remains — yet here he is in a treaty taking what limited fiscal power is
in the Oireachtas and giving it to unelected, undemocratic officials in Brussels.
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Let us have a good, informed debate. Let us also ensure that the citizenry who have now
had their rights restored to them — something which this Government tried to avoid — will
be able to take a decision which binds the Government so it cannot ignore their wishes. Sinn
Féin is clearly against this treaty from what we have heard of it. We wait to see the question
that will be put. We are against austerity and do not think it is fair, right or proper that working
people should have to pay the penalty of bad Government, or that this has to happen in order
to pay off the Government’s cronies in the ciorcal órga — the big bankers, bondholders and
all the rest.

I thank the Taoiseach and Tánaiste for this announcement.

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Shane Ross.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: I have called Deputy Shane Ross. Would other Deputies please be
quiet?

Deputy Timmy Dooley: The referees are on strike.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Technical Group is voting “Maybe”.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: I would ask the Government side to please respect the Chair as well
as the Opposition. I have called Deputy Shane Ross who I am told is the spokesperson for the
Technical Group.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I have a short point of order. When the Ceann Comhairle’s predecessors
were in the Chair, whenever issues like this arose, it was recognised that for certain purposes
parties in opposition — under Standing Orders, this means parties of two Deputies or more —
are also given the right to make a short intervention.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is no precedent for this. In fact, I have taken it upon myself to
create a precedent, given the seriousness of the situation, to allow spokespersons from the
three groups. I was told that the Technical Group has nominated Deputy Shane Ross.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Yes, that is correct.

An Ceann Comhairle: Well then I cannot go any further and that is it. I call Deputy Shane
Ross and ask Deputy Higgins to resume his seat.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I think it is very unfair and you are breaking with precedent.

An Ceann Comhairle: I am not.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Yes, you are.

An Ceann Comhairle: I am not breaking with precedent.

Deputy Joe Higgins: You are. There are long-standing precedents here.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is no precedent for this.
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Deputy Joe Higgins: When the Green Party and Sinn Féin did not have the requisite seven
Deputies in a previous Dáil, they were called as a matter of form on occasions like this to make
short statements. That is the precedent.

An Ceann Comhairle: No, not on announcements. This is an announcement by the Govern-
ment. Will Deputy Shane Ross please proceed?

Deputy Shane Ross: On behalf of the Technical Group, all of it, I wish to welcome the fact
that we are having a referendum on this treaty. I only regret that it was not called without
having to go to the Attorney General. What happened in this case was that the Government
was against holding a referendum, as enunciated by the Minister for Transport earlier, because
it would apparently involve a lot of extraneous issues and it would be difficult to have a refer-
endum on this issue.

I welcome this because it gives us and the people an opportunity to debate wider issues than
just this one, which will come into it. It is a pity that the Government did not, first of all,
voluntarily go down this road. When it came into power it should also have held a referendum
on the EU-IMF deal.

Deputy Alan Shatter: We had an election.

Deputy Shane Ross: That will be part of this debate whether the Government likes it or not.
What will arise in this debate will be the promissory notes and the debt. Those two issues will
be the most important ones. Government Ministers will have to face the fact that the people
did not like that initial deal and, as a result, they will not particularly like this deal either. This
deal is an extension of the last one.

Deputy Alan Shatter: What deal do you want?

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Ross without interruption, please.

Deputy Shane Ross: As Deputy Adams said, this is a fiscal union pact on austerity. It is a
pact which has not been a product of Irish input, but one that is dictated by Germans, French
and others. It is a realistic reflection of where power lies in Europe. Let there be no doubt
whatsoever that this is not an end in itself. In this pact we will see the forerunner of further
fiscal union down the road, which we will not like and will not accept. It would be utterly
wrong for anyone here to think that this is some sort of an isolated treaty. After this will come
tighter fiscal union, greater sacrifice of our independence and further attempts to increase our
corporation profits tax. This is a road which we should not wish to go down. The Government
should ask the people to pass this, but promise them that if they do so the debt will be reduced.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Are you for it or against it?

Deputy Shane Ross: That is the demand that should have been made in Europe before we
signed up for this deal. Before the Taoiseach signs up for this deal on Friday, he should promise
one thing — that there will be a credit write-off for the Irish people as a minimum quid pro
quo for this treaty.

Deputy Alan Shatter: Welcome to independent Sinn Féin. There is a spare seat down there.

An Ceann Comhairle: That completes statements. We now move on to Leaders’ Questions.
I call Deputy Micheál Martin.
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Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Is it not reasonable that the political parties registered in the
Dáil should have a brief opportunity to come back on this, to reflect the full diversity of
the Dáil?

An Ceann Comhairle: My understanding is that you signed up to the Technical Group, as
did the Socialist Party. The Technical Group was offered a slot and it decided to nominate
Deputy Shane Ross as its spokesperson, end of story. We are now moving on to Leaders’
Questions. I call Deputy Micheál Martin.

Leaders’ Questions

Deputy Micheál Martin: I take it that we will have a further opportunity later in the week
to discuss the referendum. Is that the Taoiseach’s intention?

The Taoiseach: That is my intention, yes. Tomorrow, in fact.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Tomorrow, okay.

The Taoiseach: We will have pre-European Council statements tomorrow.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I appreciate that.

The Taoiseach: We will extend that.

Deputy Micheál Martin: That will give us a good opportunity to discuss it at greater length.
I appreciate that.

To return to domestic matters, I know we are at the first anniversary of the Government
and so forth, but last week I was in the north west and met many people there. I was struck
that, a year after the general election, people were still talking about broken promises that
were made in respect of that area. The Taoiseach may recall that during the election campaign
the Labour Party promised that Sligo would become the ninth centre of excellence, while Fine
Gael promised to return cancer services, which had been removed, to Galway. The current
Minister of State, Deputy John Perry, went so far as to promise it within the first 100 days of
office and said he would resign from Fine Gael if that did not happen.

In Donegal, the now Minister for Health, Deputy Reilly, visited Lifford and — as he did in
many areas across the country at that time — gave categorical assurances that the 20-bed unit
would “under no circumstances be closed”. He said its proximity to the Border was one of the
main reasons.

Even though HIQA’s report stated Lifford provides excellent care, the Government is
announcing, one year on, that Lifford is to be closed along with approximately another 800
community nursing beds across the country. Both Fine Gael and Labour promised more home
care packages with additional funding to community care. Fine Gael went further to state home
care packages would be applied fairly and consistently across the country.

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we have a question, please?

Deputy Micheál Martin: One year later, 1,000 people will have their home helps removed.
People across the north west are angry and annoyed at the fact there has been no attempt at
all to fulfil the commitments that were solemnly given by the Taoiseach’s party and his partners
in Government, the Labour Party, to establish the ninth centre of excellence for cancer care in
the north west. Will the Taoiseach indicate if this commitment and that made on Lifford
hospital will be fulfilled?
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The Taoiseach: I meet people from the north west regularly. They are consistent on a strong
programme of issues that should be addressed in the north west which have been neglected for
many years. Both parties in Government have particular views about several locations around
the country. The programme for Government is very clear about the introduction of universal
health insurance at the end of the Government’s term of office, the provision of primary care
centres and teams, the development of strong community care protection and the provision of
special facilities in particular locations. The Government is working on this programme.

The question of the provision of adequate health facilities in every hospital is always under
consideration. The relevant medical teams which are looking at the future role of and the
expansion of services in smaller local hospitals are in the process of completing their review.
The future of those particular groupings of hospitals will be a matter for public consultation.

The review of the groupings of larger hospitals with smaller ones is also under way by the
medical and clinical teams. When that is finalised, it will become a matter for public discussion
and a decision by the Government.

Deputy Martin’s question about the long programme of issues in the north west is one with
which I am intimately acquainted. One can go to many other places and hear equally strong
views about issues too. Suffice it to say, the Government’s intention is to implement its prog-
ramme for Government regarding health services. It is a challenging way forward in changing
the structure and decision process that will lead to best care and attention for patients which
should be central to every health programme.

Deputy Micheál Martin: There is not a long list. I suggest the term “intimate acquaintance”
is the wrong one for the definition of the Taoiseach’s relationship with the issues in Donegal.
It is getting hostile in terms of people’s sense of grievance about a breach of promise. It is
specifically around cancer care and the commitments made by the Minister of State, Deputy
Perry, the Tánaiste and the Fine Gael Party to establish a centre of excellence in cancer care
in the north west. There was a solemn commitment given.

Does the Taoiseach intend to uphold that promise? Will the Government establish a centre
of excellence in cancer care in the north west? Yes or no?

The Taoiseach: The Minister for Health was in the north west for the past two days. He met
with a range of personnel from the medical profession from a number of centres in the region.
As I said, the Government is intent in implementing its programme for Government. The
programme is clear in the sectors I have already outlined for Deputy Martin.

The Government is now having the response from the clinical and medical teams with full
co-operation and flexibility as it makes arrangements to deal with the transition of a significant
number of persons who are leaving the health service as a result of the new pension
arrangements.

Deputy Micheál Martin: That has nothing to do with my question.

The Taoiseach: The Government is fully intent on implementing its programme for Govern-
ment which is very clear on this matter.

Deputy Barry Cowen: It is not in the programme for Government.

Deputy Micheál Martin: The Taoiseach did not answer my straight-forward question.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Next week, the Government will be in office for a year. Before the
last election, Fine Gael rightly railed against what it described as “professional advisers,
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accountants, lawyers [and] other consultants linked [with the] National Asset Management
Agency, NAMA, the National Treasury Management Agency, NTMA, the bailed-out banks,
the Central Bank and the Department of Finance”. The Taoiseach and Fine Gael correctly
identified an obvious conflict of interest then. One year later, however, this network remains
in place. Indeed, many of the senior figures in NAMA were also senior members of the bank-
ing, financial and property sectors which caused the crisis.

An aontaíonn an Taoiseach liom go bhfuil coimhlint leasa aige i dtaobh na rudaí seo ar fad?
Cá bhfuil an trédhearcacht ar sheas sé leis chomh láidir sin i rith an tochgháin. Bhíodh sé ag
tabhairt amach ansin, ach anois is léir go bhfuil on ciorcal órdha fós faoi chosaint aige. Tá sé
ag cosaint na saibhir in ionad na boicht.

Some 16 firms were selected by the agency to advise it on loan sales in Europe and the USA.
NAMA has confirmed to me that some of its senior management have links with these 16
firms. Does the Taoiseach believe there is sufficient transparency to avoid conflicts of interest
in the sale of these assets which he identified? We are talking about billions of euro worth of
assets that are being sold by NAMA. The Dáil and the public deserve to know how much
taxpayers’ money NAMA has paid for the properties it controls. A year ago, the Taoiseach
promised transparency and that “details of all non-performing loans acquired by NAMA will
be available for scrutiny on a public register, including the names of the creditors, the price
paid by the taxpayer for the loans and the actions taken by NAMA to recover the loans”.

An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you Deputy.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Why has the Taoiseach not delivered on this promise? Why does
NAMA remain cloaked in secrecy?

The Taoiseach: Tá a fhios agam go maith céard atá an Teachta a rá. Tá sé fíor gur labhair
mé amach faoi struchtúr NAMA le fada. Tá a fhios mhaith aige freisin go bhfuair an t-Aire
Airgeadais eolas agus comhairle faoi leith ó dhuine a bhfuil eolas aige faoi na nithe seo, agus
gur mian leis athraithe ar struchtúir NAMA, mar atá sé faoi láthair, a thabhairt os comhair
an Rialtais.

I must point out the NAMA business of tendering is very transparent. I advise Deputy
Adams that if he has a case in which there is clearly a conflict of interest with NAMA, he
should report it to the authorities and bring it to public attention. He is aware of the specific
legislation which set up NAMA. He is also aware of the difficulty and the problems that were
experienced by some people who wished to tender for and purchase property in NAMA’s
portfolio and the link established to allow public representatives to make a connection for
people who wished to do that. If Deputy Adams has details of incidents which he considers, or
has been informed of, conflict of interests with NAMA, he should bring it to public attention.

The Minister for Finance has received some advice about the NAMA structure which he is
considering. He will bring it to the attention of the House when he has made his mind up.

Deputy Gerry Adams: It was the Taoiseach who identified the conflict of interest and I am
bringing it to public attention. That is what this question is about. NAMA has told me some
of its senior management have links with 16 of the firms the agency selected to advise it on
loans sales. That is the question.

It is interesting that since its foundation, NAMA has spent €27.5 million on legal fees, €2.5
million on accountancy fees and projected costs for 2012 are €200 million. It is also interesting
that NAMA will be advancing €568 million to construction activity outside of this island. Two
thirds of its assets are in this State but 50% of its cash advances will be spent in Britain, at a
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time when almost 500,000 people are on the dole and there are unfinished housing estates
spread across every county. NAMA employs 100 developers, some of whom earn as much as
€200,000 a year. Is this a conflict of interest and does it provide value for money? More
importantly, is it in keeping with the commitments the Taoiseach gave to rectify the situation
by establishing a public register and including the names of the creditors and the price paid by
the taxpayer for the loans, in addition to the actions taken by NAMA? The question is whether
there is a public register, if the names of the creditors are on it and the amount of taxpayers’
money that is being spent.

The Taoiseach: As I said to Deputy Adams, the Minister for Finance has received some
advice on the improvement in the situation in so far as NAMA is concerned. I remind him that
it is important for the construction industry that there would be some movement in the property
market in this country. I do not want a situation where because of a huge sense of fear on the
one hand, as we had before the veneer of everlasting wealth occurred in the country, that
somebody is not entitled to take a risk in respect of the purchase of property. One does not
want complete stagnation because that stunts the opportunity to have a thriving construction
sector, which is very important both for the economy, job opportunities and trade in general.

Deputy Adams will recall that the Anglo Irish Bank portfolio in the United States, for
instance, was moved on quickly to the prime market and resulted in an extensive sale of assets
of the order of €8 billion. The Minister for Finance, Deputy Noonan, has made the point that
it is very difficult for him to have a group that can look objectively at the issue without being
in some way connected or associated with either a property or persons related to a property
that are now involved in the extensive portfolio held by NAMA. The Deputy is aware that the
Minister has not been able to attend the House for personal, family reasons for some weeks.
He is anxious to improve the situation because of the necessity to have a thriving, but not
reckless, construction sector. I am sure when he decides to promote whatever changes he
wishes, following the advice he has been given, he will bring it to the House.

It is fair to say that persons who wish to purchase property can either contact the developer
or the examiner, as the case might be, or NAMA. I listened to the chairman of NAMA speak
on radio some time ago when he dealt with the question of developers who are still employed
by NAMA and on NAMA’s books because of their capacity to run some of those enterprises.
He dealt with that in some detail both at the committee and publicly afterwards. It is an issue
in terms of the way NAMA was set up. It was given a specific remit to return value to the
taxpayer. How one gets the best result on that is what interests the Minister now.

Deputy Finian McGrath: I welcome the fact that we are going to have a referendum. It is a
good day for democracy and the people of this country. I hope we have a fair and balanced
debate in the coming weeks.

I wish to raise the important issue of cuts to people with disabilities. In recent days there has
been a worsening of these cuts. Many of them are happening behind closed doors with no real
knowledge of the details and, more importantly, the hardship that is suffered by people with
disabilities and their families. Is the Taoiseach aware of the cuts to front line services for people
with disabilities and is he supporting them behind closed doors?

There has been a cut of 3.7% to personal assistance funding for people with a physical
disability which means isolation for those people. It is a major step backwards which will
result in less choice and a loss of control. It has all the hallmarks of putting people back
into institutions.

No residential funding is available for St. Michael’s House services at a time when 330 people,
47 of whom are in extreme difficulty, are on waiting lists for residential services. Does the
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Taoiseach find that acceptable? St. Michael’s House has already experienced cuts of €950,000
in the past seven months. By the end of the Croke Park agreement savings of more than €3
million will have been achieved by St. Michael’s House. It has done its bit in terms of savings
but the Government wants to impose more cuts. Will the Taoiseach explain to the House why
the Government is cutting the domiciliary care allowance and the carer’s allowance under the
new buzzword, “review”? Does the Taoiseach accept that the Government is now putting
extreme pressure and hardship on families of children with disabilities and will he reverse those
silent cuts?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Finian McGrath is aware that there have been no cuts in headline
rates of social welfare payments. The Minister of State, Deputy Kathleen Lynch, undertook to
draft the strategy on disability last November. Her report is practically complete. For the
benefit of Deputy Adams, a great deal of ink has been put on reports previously and a lot of
toner has been used.

Deputy Gerry Adams: What about the Repsol Press?

Deputy Joan Burton: Who is behind the cartridges?

The Taoiseach: In any event, the Minister is in the concluding stages of presenting the
strategy on disability which will point out the pathways to the future in so far as the principle
of looking after persons with disabilities is concerned. I met a number of them myself in the
past two weeks. The Minister for Social Protection introduced the partial capacity benefit in
recent weeks to allow persons on disability to gain employment and to be part of the general
workforce, which is in the interests of everyone with a disability. I do not have the details of
the individual cases raised by the Deputy but I suggest that, when the Minister of State, Deputy
Kathleen Lynch, comes forward with the strategy on disability, we will have an opportunity to
have a full and thorough debate on it in the House.

Deputy Finian McGrath: The Taoiseach said there would be no cuts. If that is the case, why
are three young mothers from Carlow taking legal proceedings against the Department of
Social Protection on foot of its decision to stop the domiciliary care allowance, DCA? Is the
Taoiseach aware that Helen Fahy, Lorraine Ryan and Aimee Doogue, who are mothers of
autistic children, had their DCA stopped in the past two months? They have lost their carer’s
allowance of €58 per week. What does he say to those families in the context of there being
no cuts? One of those children has severe social impairment, challenging behaviour, speech
delay, is a flight risk without constant supervision, is not toilet trained and has a significant
destructive sleep pattern. The Government is now cutting the child’s carer’s allowance by €58
per week following a review. Will the Government challenge those three families in the courts?
How many millions of euro of taxpayers’ money will be wasted on fighting those families in
the courts and attacking those people who just want a simple, decent service?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Finian McGrath will be aware that the domiciliary care allowance
has been in place for some years. He is also aware that it transferred from the Department of
Health to the Department of Social Protection some time ago and that when that took place,
review dates were set for the allowances being paid out at the time. The domiciliary care
allowance is subject to a set of conditions and they are monitored by medical assessment, not
as a consequence of political policy. The recipients of the domiciliary care allowance are
entitled to avail of the appeals process but the decision was based on medical assessment as
distinct from any other criterion. That was signalled clearly when the domiciliary care allowance
was transferred from the Department of Health to the Department of Social Protection and
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the review dates were set. Any reductions are due to decisions made on the basis of medical
assessment, not as a consequence of political policy.

Ceisteanna — Questions (Resumed)

Other Questions (Resumed)

————

Official Engagements

1. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the details of the issues he discussed at the
meetings and or bilaterals he had when he attended the World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4761/12]

2. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the Econ-
omic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on the 25-29 January 2012; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [5174/12]

3. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his visit to the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland [6461/12]

4. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his speech at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. [6463/12]

5. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the bilateral meetings he held at or on the
margins of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. [6464/12]

6. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the issues he raised
at the World Economic Forum in Davos on 25-29 January 2012; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6592/12]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, together.

On foot of an invitation from Professor Klaus Schwab, I travelled to Davos, Switzerland to
attend the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum, WEF, from 25 to 27 January. The
forum was attended by political and business leaders and heads of international organisations
from across the globe. I participated in a series of discussions that focused on current economic,
structural and political challenges and how they might be addressed in a more proactive and
integrated manner. These issues were reflected in the overall theme of the forum — The Great
Transformation: Shaping New Models.

On Wednesday evening, I attended a function hosted by Professor Schwab, executive chair-
man of the forum, and also attended by other Heads of Government and the business council
of the WEF. The forum organises a series of formal interactive sessions for the participants.
On Thursday afternoon, I participated as a panellist in a plenary interactive session, entitled
“Rebuilding Europe”, along with Prime Minister Katainen of Finland, President Komorowski
of Poland and Danish Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt. This session, moderated by Mr.
Lionel Barber, editor of the Financial Times, focused on the future of Europe and principally
on measures to address financial instability within the eurozone area. The following day, I
participated in a private discussion session on the prevailing global themes for 2012, including
the fallout from the Arab spring revolutions of 2011, turbulence in the Middle East, global
financial issues and employment, job creation and social stability.
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While I was at the forum, I had a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Helle Thorning-
Schmidt of Denmark and later with Prime Minister Katainen of Finland. We discussed the
current situation in the eurozone and progress in the negotiations towards the new intergovern-
mental treaty. I explained the issues that remained of particular importance to Ireland, includ-
ing in respect of our bank-related debt. We discussed the growth agenda and I stressed the
need to focus on growth and jobs. I briefed the Prime Ministers on the successful outcome of
Ireland’s recent EU-IMF quarterly review. I congratulated Prime Minister Thorning-Schmidt
on her Government’s successful start to the Danish Presidency of the European Union and I
said that I looked forward to working with her and her Government over the next five months.
I also updated both Prime Ministers on Ireland’s current chairmanship of the OSCE.

On Thursday evening, I addressed a dinner organised by IDA Ireland and attended by senior
executives of major international companies. I took the opportunity to convey the message
that, as a result of the necessary economic adjustments we had made, Ireland was significantly
more competitive as a location for doing business. I noted, for example, that the World Bank
rated Ireland as providing the most supportive business environment in the euro area in 2011,
while the IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook awarded us three firsts for 2011 — for corpor-
ate tax regime, business legislation for foreign investors and the availability of skilled labour. I
conveyed the same positive messages about Ireland in a series of bilateral meetings with chief
executives and other leaders of major multinational firms over the course of my time at the
forum. The IDA event and these bilateral events were very useful opportunities for me to
convey strong messages about the attraction of Ireland as a location for foreign investment,
research and development and export-oriented operations.

The World Economic Forum provides an exceptional opportunity to interact with key
opinion formers in the business world and I made every effort to take full advantage of it. I
also met with President Martelly of Haiti at his request. He was on his way to Ireland for a
private visit after the forum. I expressed our continued solidarity with the people of Haiti
following the devastating earthquake of 2010 and noted the assistance that had been given by
Ireland and the international community towards the recovery programme.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I thank the Taoiseach for his reply. He has been attending Davos
for years and speaking at similar high-level events. It was the first time that a Taoiseach made
comments that reverberated significantly and somewhat negatively at home. The main theme
of the Taoiseach’s public comments was that Ireland was doing better because of the 2011
budget against which he voted. That was fair enough. However, the main news at home was
his unguarded comments regarding the Irish people. His press people were industrious after-
wards in trying to clean up after his comments, but the bottom line is that he claimed it was
the fault of people who had gone mad with greed. No doubt he will have prepared significant
remarks. There has been an attempt to spin the issue with the usual political attacks, but let us
put all of that aside for a moment. Does the Taoiseach accept that he might have gone too far
in his comments? If he does not withdraw them, he must accept that he made one statement
in his pre-budget television speech and stated the exact opposite in the Swiss mountains.

The Taoiseach: It was actually my first time to attend the World Economic Forum in Davos.
I found the whole thing very interesting in the sense that it was a gathering of quite influential
world leaders in business and politics. Those who have been attending it for quite a number of
years may know of the opportunities that exist for meetings on a one-to-one basis, of which I
had a number.
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When I spoke at the panel discussion with the President of Poland, the Prime Minister of
Denmark and the Prime Minister of Finland, I set in context what had happened to our country.
It was not so much that the words used were associated with greed. I made the point that the
amount of reckless lending that had gone on and the sort of system that applied — the more
one loaned, the more one got in terms of remuneration and compensation — led to a point
where the situation transformed into one in which property prices and lending policy became
reckless. The result was that, when the bottom fell out of it, it devastated many people.

I would not say that it was the people from the Government who were very active here.
There were some people on the Deputy’s own side who were equally active. In that sense, I
set out for an international audience the background to the situation that applied in this country
in so far as the property bubble and property collapse were concerned. From this point of view,
it was important to set that in context.

Ireland was always a model for other countries in terms of the judicious use of European
funding and how to grow an economy. Obviously, that element of our economy was being
driven by taxes from the property market. When that collapsed, it caused and is causing serious
distress for a number of people because of the banking situation and the mortgage distress in
which they find themselves.

Deputy Micheál Martin: May I ask a supplementary question?

An Ceann Comhairle: I will revert to the Deputy.

4 o’clock

Deputy Joe Higgins: I read the Taoiseach’s Davos comments very carefully. Does he agree
that he should apologise to the Irish people? It was not an awkwardly phrased sentence that
meant something else. He stated that people simply went mad borrowing and the extent of

personal wealth created on credit was done between people and the banks, a
system that spawned greed to the point where it went out of control. Does he
accept that no one could have interpreted these comments as doing anything

other than applying to a substantial number of people and that they were made in an indiscrimi-
nate fashion? Does he not accept that he should at least clarify, if not apologise, to the suffering
people of this country for heaping that insult on them on top of what they are undergoing as
a result of the crash?

Does the Taoiseach not realise that, even more recklessly, for him to use words like those is
to give justification to the European political establishment to insist that the Irish people pay
tens of billions of euro to cover the bad gambling debts of European and other bankers? The
Taoiseach gave the impression that the people were the ones who went mad and, therefore, it
was moral that they should pay. Does he not understand how reckless these remarks were?
Why did the Taoiseach not use the opportunity in front of the world’s media to tell the truth?

The first debate at the World Economic Forum asked whether 20th century capitalism is
failing 21st century society. The Taoiseach attended the forum alongside billionaire speculators
from Goldman Sachs and the rest of the people whose greed over 20 years of unrestrained
profiteering and speculation in the financial markets caused the global financial collapse. Why
did he not use the opportunity to attack that system and those individuals for their responsi-
bility for a crisis that has caused endless suffering around the world, and even more so in our
country? Does he agree that he lost a great opportunity?

The Taoiseach: No, I do not. I made my point already. Perhaps the Deputy does not move
out of Dublin as often as he should because if he did so he would be aware that thousands of
people came home from work in the evening to find letters from their banks approving loans
of €10,000, €15,000 or €50,000 and asking them to come in and collect the money. Perhaps he
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is not aware people who bought not one or two but 10 or 12 apartments over their mobile
telephones at the height of the rush of property acquisitions. Perhaps he is not aware of the
consequences in terms of ghost estates and other symbols around the country.

I understand that the Deputy is speaking from his own narrow focus but I used the limited
time available to me to speak with at least seven or eight chief executive officers of international
businesses, some whose companies are located here and others who have since decided to
propose further investments in this country or are considering investing. This is a matter of
jobs, confidence, hope and opportunities for the future. I used these face-to-face meetings to
express the view that the Government is making serious decisions in the interest of the country.
What we offer as a package in terms of tax, technology, talent and track record is second to
none. Evidence of this can be found in the continuous stream of decisions to invest in this
country, including one last week relating to a firm that employs 1,400 people in the Deputy’s
constituency. That is what we need for the future and it is where the future lies. This is why it
was important to speak directly to these individuals when I had an opportunity to express
confidence in the facilities and packages that Ireland offers in respect of investments from
which jobs can be attracted and developed.

I could not meet everybody who was in Davos because it was attended by several thousand
people from all over the world, but I met a significant number of influential individuals, both
politicians and business people. These business people include some who were happy with the
investments they have made in Ireland and who continue to espouse that cause strongly and
publicly in the world’s media, and others who are considering serious and substantial invest-
ments in our country. I am sure the Deputy supports that work and will also support the
investment and jobs that result from it. Although I had not previously visited Davos, I realised
there are strong reasons for taking the opportunity to meet face to face with serious investors
and serious players.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I hope the Opposition will be third time lucky in giving the Taoiseach
an opportunity to clarify his remarks and set the record straight. I regularly travel out of
Dublin. I will visit Castlebar next Friday morning to launch a defending rural Ireland campaign.
If the Taoiseach is available he will be welcome to listen——

The Taoiseach: Where are you launching that?

Deputy Gerry Adams: I do not know the exact venue but I will send the details to the
Taoiseach.

The Taoiseach: Does the Deputy not know Castlebar?

Deputy Gerry Adams: I know Castlebar well but not the particular venue. I understand it
will not be a big venue.

The Taoiseach stated that people went mad borrowing in a system that spawned greed, went
out of control and led to the crash. The people were at fault. He and I recognise that there
were people who bought a number of apartments but the people who were most offended by
his remarks are those who borrowed money to buy a home. They did not go mad. They bor-
rowed not out of greed but to provide a home for their families. Many of them were cajoled
to borrow large sums of money to buy homes during boom times. The prices of these homes
had been driven through the roof because the policies of successive governments encouraged
property speculation. The only reason I raise this issue is because the Taoiseach said in his
state of the State address that the people were not at fault.
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The Taoiseach: That is correct.

Deputy Gerry Adams: In Davos he said that people went mad borrowing. I do not want to
be provocative but the Taoiseach should acknowledge that the people did not cause this crisis.
He knows that and he has said as much on numerous occasions. All of us say things that are
inappropriate or do not properly summarise our thoughts at any given moment. We all have
slips of the tongue. My concern is that the Taoiseach’s failure to clarify his remarks means that
he meant them. This may be an insight into his belief that the Irish people, or at least the
people of this State, had a collective burst of madness and were fickle and gullible. It was not
the gombeen men and the greedy bankers and developers who were at fault, it was the ordinary
people for being so immature. I respectfully ask the Taoiseach to set the record straight by
making it clear that he does not believe ordinary people caused this crisis.

The Taoiseach: I certainly do not, and I said clearly in my state of the nation address that
the people were not responsible. The people were the victims. I never said that all of the people
went mad borrowing. I made the point against the background of explaining matters to an
international audience. When I see the letters that were sent to students to offer large over-
drafts or the incentives given to persuade people to take out loans on their houses to spend
€100,000 on furniture, €50,000 to tarmacadam the drive and another €50,000 for the BMW, I
am reminded that people were the victims of an incentivised scheme which spawned a sense
of greed among those in higher echelons. The more they lent, the more they got. The impli-
cations of that are still being felt by responsible people in the banking system, who are also
the victims of public retribution because of the sins of others and the policies that were in
place. Deputy Adams quoted me accurately on this occasion.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I always do.

The Taoiseach: I stand over what I said in my state of the nation address in terms of the
people not being responsible. Many people became victims of an incentivised scheme where
they were seduced into borrowing easy money on the assumption that it could all be paid back.
The difficulties in repaying the money were created when the bottom fell out of the construc-
tion industry because the economy was being driven by a Government that relied on taxes
coming from property. That was unsustainable and now we know. This Government has had
to make the decisions that will rectify that situation and I am glad to say the country is headed
in the right direction.

I met the CEO of Citibank’s operations in Europe, the chief executive of Liberty Global,
the chief operating officer of Facebook, the chief executive officer of the New York Stock
Exchange, the chief executive of the EMC corporation, the chief executive of Adobe Systems
and the chief executive of Medtronic among a number of other serious business people. These
companies employ thousands of people in Ireland and the satisfaction they get from the talent
and productivity of their workforce, as well as the reputation of each individual workforce as
part of the country’s brand, is very high. A number of those and others consider investing in
Ireland. At the IDA Ireland function I attended there were half a dozen or a dozen people
who had no association with Ireland but are now being followed up with in respect of what we
offer in terms of talent and a package in regard to tax, technology and a track record. I hope
that brings about job opportunities for young people in a range of areas in the future. Please
God it will.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The Constitution has today forced the Taoiseach and his
Government to hold a referendum on the brutal austerity agenda that it and our EU-IMF
overlords have been inflicting on the people. That has happened despite the Taoiseach’s——
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An Ceann Comhairle: We are discussing the World Economic Forum.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: These are directly connected.

An Ceann Comhairle: Where?

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I will explain if the Ceann Comhairle gives me a chance.

The Taoiseach: The record is stuck.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: That has happened despite his best efforts behind the backs
of the people to avoid a referendum. The question relating to Davos is whether the stock in
trade of the Government is being two-faced and duplicitous when it comes to saying one thing
to the people here and saying quite different things when talking to the high and mighty in
Davos or in the European Union. On the one hand the Taoiseach told the people here he did
not blame them and that they were not responsible for the economic crisis. Then he told people
in Davos — in many cases precisely the people who helped cause the economic crisis and were
guilty of all the greed he mentioned — that people went mad borrowing. He did not say that
some people went mad borrowing. He did not say that a few super-rich people went mad
borrowing. He did not say that the cronies of Fianna Fáil went mad borrowing.

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we have the Deputy’s supplementary question?

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: He said that people went mad borrowing. Is there not a
consistency in the Taoiseach’s behaviour which is that he says one thing to people abroad and
a different thing to people here, whether it is on trying to avoid a referendum on the austerity
treaty or on whom to put the blame for the current economic crisis? Was it not a treacherous
thing to say given that on that particular day an all-party delegation, including members of the
Taoiseach’s party, the Labour Party, the Fianna Fáil Party and Independents, made the case
to the Bundestag finance committee that ordinary people in this country were not responsible
for the economic crisis and that there should be debt relief? On that very same day the
Taoiseach made a statement to this——

An Ceann Comhairle: We are on Question Time.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: ——gang in Davos blaming ordinary people, fundamentally
undermining our case to get a write-down on the debt that has been unloaded on the backs of
ordinary people because of the gambling and speculating of international financial institutions
and bankers in this country.

The Taoiseach: That cuts no ice here. Some of these international audiences are not aware
of the history of the historic party of Fianna Fáil. It was important to explain the context in
which this property collapse took place. If the Deputy reads his English, he will notice I did
not say “all of the people” were responsible. In fact in my state of the nation address I said
that the people were not responsible. I have pointed out to Deputies Martin and Adams how
the incentivised scheme in banking regimes fired out money left, right and centre without it
even being requested. Of course the Deputy does not want to accept that. On the panel dis-
cussions in which he has participated he has failed pathetically to explain what he is on about
except that he keeps coming up with the recurring words of “austerity”, “hardship”, “overlord”
and others.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: That is what ordinary people are feeling.
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The Taoiseach: Perhaps he should travel out from his lair in Dún Laoghaire and go to meet
the people.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I have been doing that.

The Taoiseach: He would find that the pragmatism of the people is very clear.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: They are not too happy in the Taoiseach’s neck of the woods.

The Taoiseach: They know how these problems were caused and know what it takes to sort
them out and are prepared to do that. If Deputy Boyd Barrett were speaking to any of those
serious businesspeople considering investing in our country, I wonder what he would say to
them. Would he say “Take up your bed and walk”? That seems to be what he seems to say
here consistently. I cannot recall him making one constructive suggestion about employment
in his constituency or in any other constituency.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Public works programmes, as I have said many times.

The Taoiseach: He should be very careful of that.

An Ceann Comhairle: We have spent 26 minutes on the subject of Davos. It is up to the
Deputies if they want to continue. There are other questions to be answered. I call Deputy
Martin if he has a genuine supplementary question — no statements.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I have a supplementary question which I signalled. I acknowledge
that Davos represents a very important networking event. I had the privilege of attending it
and I know that some of the events there broaden the mind and broaden the horizons if one
is prepared to be open and listen to what people have to say. It is a good networking event
with people who can create many jobs in the country.

There is a big debate globally on whether capitalism is in crisis and whether the financial
model that has governed in recent decades is in crisis. The Financial Times has been running
a series for some time on the topic. There was considerable debate at Davos on the big issues.
The origins of this crisis, which has been called the great recession, are much more profound
than people sometimes care to admit in the domestic political arena for obvious political
reasons. Mistakes were made here and I have acknowledged those and so on. However, the
fundamentals of the crisis go back some time, particularly to the establishment of the euro and
the flawed nature of the euro design. There were also the events after 11 September 2001 in
the US and what the Federal Reserve did. Essentially in the developed economies across the
world cheap money became available, which fuelled bubbles across Europe.

At Davos, with the exception of Chancellor Merkel and a handful of other European leaders,
everybody agreed that Europe had not adequately addressed the economic crisis and partic-
ularly the eurozone crisis. That was the general consensus external to Europe and in many
European areas as well. Economists, journalists, business executives and world leaders at Davos
all said that the core flaws in the eurozone have not been addressed and there is a great threat
to the international economy as a result.

An Ceann Comhairle: Could we have a supplementary question?

Deputy Micheál Martin: Does the Taoiseach accept that such a consensus emerged from the
discussions at Davos? If he listened to those, are they reflected in any of the Government’s
policies, particularly in the context of the fiscal treaty?

35



Other Questions 28 February 2012. (Resumed)

The Taoiseach: I was not able to attend many of those discussions which took place in break-
out rooms. I participated in a panel discussion about the European issue with the Prime Mini-
ster of Finland and a representative of the Polish Presidency. I attended a lunch where people
were allocated indiscriminate tables where there was a discussion on the issues of the Middle
East, including north Africa, Iran and Iraq, the global perspective on the emergence of new
economies in the Far East, South Africa and Brazil, and the implications for other countries.
The rest of the time was taken up with face-to-face meetings with individuals. I did not have
an opportunity to sit in as a member of the group in those general discussions that took place
in particular rooms.

It is perfectly clear in what the Deputy says that the financial crisis had its roots in the
millions of sub-prime mortgages in the United States, the application of light-touch regulation
and how rating agencies allocated a number of these financial instruments and continued to
allocate them very high star ratings and then it collapsed. As the Deputy is aware, billions of
dollars worth of those found their way into the European system and the domino effect played
its part here. The conclusions of Davos for me were certainly in the context of the connections
it was possible for Ireland to make. I genuinely believe that a range of those people look at
our country now in a different way than they did previously. They see the results and they
know that a solid start has been made although there is a long way to go. It was important that
I had the opportunity as Taoiseach to talk to some of those people face to face. I am unsure
whether I will be invited back again. I made the point to the professor that I found the exercise
very interesting and fruitful. This has grown over 20 years from a small gathering in the begin-
ning until it exploded into something of a world forum. Following the Global Irish Economic
Forum last October there is a suggestion that Ireland should host a Davos-type conference for
those involved in creativity in the theatre, acting and so on in 2014. This could have implications
for the good of the country as well. That is where it was . I did not have the chance to sit in at
the general discussions, except for the panel discussion and the discussion in respect of the
world economic situation, which I was happy to participate in and outline our view at as a
member of the eurozone.

Departmental Expenditure

7. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the costs of the Communi-
cations Section in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5109/12]

The Taoiseach: The cost for the communications unit in 2011 was €221,340 with €98,579
being a direct cost to my Department and the balance being paid by three other Departments.
The cost for 2011 represents a reduction of 9% on the 2010 cost, a reduction of 16% on the
2009 cost and a reduction of 36% on the 2008 cost. This has been achieved through greater
efficiency in the operation of the unit and the application of Government policy on reducing
staff numbers.

The unit provides a media information service to Ministers and their Departments. It fur-
nishes news updates and transcripts which ensure that Departments are kept informed in a fast
and efficient manner of any relevant news developments. In this way Departments are able to
provide a better service to the public.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I thank the Taoiseach for the answer. How many people work in
the communications unit in total, including the Government information service, the website
www.MerrionStreet.ie, the Taoiseach’s press office, speechwriters and so on?

The Taoiseach: The editor of www.MerrionStreet.ie is an assistant principal officer in the
Department of the Taoiseach. Two editorial assistants work on the site as well. One is an
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executive officer recently recruited following an interdepartmental competition. The second is
a journalism graduate currently employed on a contract basis. My Department recently adver-
tised this post through the Public Appointments Service on www.publicjobs.ie. Following inter-
views, the position will be filled at executive officer level with a starting salary of €27,000.
Ongoing technical maintenance and support is provided by the information technology unit of
the Department of the Taoiseach with support from an external web services company on an
as-needs basis.

Deputy Gerry Adams: If the Taoiseach does not have the answer, perhaps he could send it
to me. I am trying to get a sense of the total number of people working in the communi-
cations unit.

The Taoiseach: I believe I have given that to the Deputy. If that is not it, I will provide an
update for the Deputy. The editor is an assistant principal officer. Two editorial assistants work
on the site as well. One is an executive officer and the second is a journalism graduate. That
position has been advertised on www.publicjobs.ie. It will be filled at executive officer level
with a starting salary of €27,000. If they need information technology services, they come in on
an as-needs basis. If that is not the right number, I will have it communicated to the Deputy.

An Ceann Comhairle: We will move on to question No. 8.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I have one quick question.

An Ceann Comhairle: That is it. The question has been answered. We are only depriving
ourselves.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Will the Taoiseach explain why he has kept the unit in existence
having spent nine years attacking it?

An Ceann Comhairle: We have elicited the information.

Deputy Micheál Martin: He kept calling it a propaganda fiction.

An Ceann Comhairle: That is grand. Thank you.

Deputy Micheál Martin: He demanded its abolition for nine years.

An Ceann Comhairle: There you go.

Deputy Joe Higgins: It is a fair question.

The Taoiseach: I spent a few years at that, I must admit.

An Ceann Comhairle: This is Question Time. We are eliciting information. That is the whole
idea of Question Time.

Deputy Micheál Martin: It is a fair question. The question sought a report on the costs.

An Ceann Comhairle: If you get the information there is no need for a supplementary
question.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I am curious about why www.MerrionStreet.ie is being used by the
Government every day.
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An Ceann Comhairle: Curiosity does not come into it. I am in the Chair trying to give
everyone a chance to get their questions answered. There are other questions.

Deputy John Perry: We are not into propaganda.

An Ceann Comhairle: We are not into gossip.

The Taoiseach: It is about quality information, not propaganda.

Deputy John Perry: It is not propaganda.

Deputy Micheál Martin: All changed, changed utterly: A terrible beauty is born.

Interdepartmental Committees

8. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the number of occasions that the Economic
Management Council has met since the Christmas recess. [6184/12]

9. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if the Economic Management Council has any
plans to meet again with the Irish banks. [6187/12]

10. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the Economic Management Council has
met recently. [8002/12]

11. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of times the Cabinet Committee
on Climate Change and the Green Economy have met in the past year. [10752/12]

12. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the meeting between the
Economic Management Council and senior executives in the Irish banks on 21 February.
[11164/12]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 8 to 12, inclusive, together.

The economic management council has met eight times so far this year, most recently on
Tuesday, 14 February. Since the economic management council has the status of a Cabinet
committee, the confidentiality of discussions at the management council are protected by the
Constitution. In line with long-standing practice, it is not appropriate to answer questions about
proceedings at the council and the agendas of future meetings.

Members of the council met with representatives of the three largest banks last Tuesday, 21
February to discuss a range of issues of concern, including small and medium enterprise lending.
This follows up on a similar meeting held on 9 November last.

The Cabinet committee on climate change and the green economy has met twice in the past
year, on 30 June and 20 December 2011. I expect this committee to meet on a regular basis as
we develop policies to meet our challenging emissions reductions targets for the period to 2020.

Deputy Gerry Adams: There is a problem with the way these questions are grouped. I asked
three questions. I am particularly interested in trying to get some sense of the meeting between
the economic management council and the senior executives of the banks, particularly relating
to the issues of citizens on variable rate mortgages who are in deep economic distress at present.
Last week the chief executive of the Bank of Ireland was quoted as saying that it might further
increase interest rates to protect the bank from the impact of the Government’s new personal
insolvency legislation. The Taoiseach did not answer that question. He made no reference to
the banks in his answer. The families in mortgage distress are looking to the Taoiseach to
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ensure the banks reach sustainable agreements with them. Will the Taoiseach take up this and
give us an answer on it?

The Taoiseach said that the council has the same status as a Cabinet sub-committee and that
under the Constitution it is not appropriate to give details of its meetings. Surely that is simply
an excuse. Is the Taoiseach suggesting he could be jailed or that it would be a constitutional
offence? Is the Taoiseach a member of a slightly constitutional party? It strikes me that the
information should be available in the interests of transparency. The Taoiseach has said many
times during a long career in the House before he became Taoiseach that he wanted trans-
parency and sought to reform politics. However, we are trying to get some details from him
and he maintains that he cannot tell us anything.

My first question was about the banks. The Taoiseach is aware of how many people are in
mortgage distress. Did the Taoiseach raise this with the banks? Was the Taoiseach successful
in getting them to reach sustainable agreements with struggling mortgage holders?

The Taoiseach: It is important to distinguish between a meeting of the economic management
council, EMC, and a meeting between the council and a group or organisation. The EMC is a
sub-committee of the Cabinet. Essentially, its purpose is to deal with issues that will, if
approved at the EMC, go on to be raised at Cabinet and dealt with in the same way as other
issues brought to a Cabinet meeting. The EMC has met the banks on two occasions. The first
meeting was on 9 November. The other meeting took place last week on 21 February. Meetings
took place separately with Ulster Bank, Bank of Ireland and Allied Irish Banks. The issues
raised included SME credit, mortgage credit, mortgage arrears strategies and so on.

The kind of issues that were raised concerned how banks are ensuring the targets they have
set out will be met and practical initiatives to assist SMEs access credit. As the Deputy knows,
both pillar banks said they intend to lend €3.5 billion in new lending this year. The meetings
were very constructive and there is a realisation that banks must get back into the business of
explaining to people that they are open for business. I had the opportunity of launching a small
enterprise yesterday in the west, which had secured a loan from Allied Irish Bank. That
enterprise is taking on 15 new employees and hopes to grow the business over the next period.
The issue of SME credit was also raised and the willingness of the banks to implement and
support the Government’s initiatives set out in the action plan, for instance, the micro-finance
agency, a partial loan-credit guarantee and access to the credit review office, which has done a
remarkable job. In that context, the Minister of State and the person with responsibility for
the banking sector in the Department of Finance were in Cork yesterday and are in Waterford
today talking to businesses and banks about that access.

Deputy Adams raised the issue of mortgage credit and asked how banks are ensuring that
credit is available to support the Government’s important budget initiative. We asked what
checks and balances are there to ensure the conditions that apply to mortgages are fair and
balanced and not unduly restrictive, whether banks are monitoring the different outcomes
between regions and the movement of houses in the north west or the west, the south west or
the south east as against the Dublin area. They have all that evidence and we are eager that
they will support the mortgage interest relief initiative. With regard to mortgage arrears stra-
tegies, the banks are setting out to deal with issues on a case by case basis, taking into account
the Keane report, personal insolvency and how best to implement a strategy of dealing with
individual cases where circumstances are always different.

One of the issues that came to light is that there is a significant number of small and medium
enterprises where the principal person is working hard at driving the business but when the
accountants do the books at the end of the tax year, there is often no projection for cash flow
for the period ahead. Clearly, in the past when businesses approached banks seeking loans, the
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approach was based on property assets and the like and money was made available on that
basis. However, valuations are much lower now and that no longer applies. Where no cash
flow projections are available, this makes it difficult for banks to lend in the circumstances.
Therefore, where this applies within the small and medium enterprise sector, it must be rectified
so that when people look for loans and opportunities the application will be turned around
quickly.

We asked questions about what leverage and authority local bank managers have and what
was the level of the loans with which they could deal and whether they could deal with unstruc-
tured loans of up to €50,000. We asked what the position was in respect of bigger loans and
whether they had to revert along the line and how fast applications could be turned around.
They pointed out there was a single application form and that they were interested in getting
out among the community again to talk about the capacity of the banks to lend and the avail-
ability of moneys.

We also discussed the question of the quite substantial deposits flowing back into banks,
which are a signal and sign of confidence returning. The meetings were, in that sense, construc-
tive. The point was made that the boards have changed, personnel have changed and banks
are anxious to get back into the business of being available to the people to lend under proper
conditions and to have a thriving banking system and economy.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Due to the manner in which the Taoiseach responded, I may have
stumbled upon a way to get him to answer the question I asked. I asked him about families in
mortgage distress and he responded about credit for small and medium businesses. Perhaps if
I had asked him about credit for small and medium businesses, he would have answered my
question about families in mortgage distress.

I accept the point the Taoiseach made about the small and medium business sector and the
need for credit for that sector. The theory now is that the people now own the banks. This cost
€60 billion of taxpayers’ money. The Central Bank revealed that 107,708 mortgage holders
were in serious distress at the end of 2011. This means that 92 families fell into mortgage
distress every day towards the end of 2011. In other words, almost 100 families fell into mort-
gage distress every day from September to December 2011. My question is straightforward.
Did the Taoiseach raise the issue of the need for the banks to reach sustainable agreements
with these struggling mortgage holders? Either he did or did not. If he did, what was the
banks’ response?

The Taoiseach: Of course we raised the question of distressed mortgages with each of the
three banks. They have set out their strategies, which are parallel to the decisions taken by
Government but these strategies will have to be discussed individually because the circum-
stances of each case are always different. I pointed out to them that as part of the measures
taken in budget 2012, mortgage interest relief was increased to a 30% threshold for first-time
buyers who bought between 2004 and 2008. This was a core commitment in the programme
for Government. I also pointed out the additional measures that exist to assist people in diffi-
culty with meeting their mortgage repayments. In the majority of cases, there is no intention
of doing anything other than bringing about a solution whereby people can continue to live in
their homes. There are a very small number of hopeless cases in the context of being able to
achieve a resolution.

The Deputy is aware the banks have been recapitalised so as to be able to meet the circum-
stances that will apply in a number of distressed mortgage cases and they are aware of that.
The revised code of conduct in respect of mortgage arrears came into effect on 1 January 2011,

40



Other Questions 28 February 2012. (Resumed)

just over a year ago. Compliance with that code is mandatory on all mortgage lenders registered
with the Central Bank and I raised questions with regard to implementation of the code. With
effect from 30 June 2012, lenders must have the required systems in place and must have the
trained staff necessary to support the implementation of the code. As the Deputy is aware, the
code sets out the framework with which lenders must deal with regard to borrowers in arrears
or in pre-arrears.

We also discussed the implementation of the Keane report, which made ten recom-
mendations. The Personal Insolvency Bill, which is complex legislation, is currently going
through the Oireachtas. We are also dealing with non-recourse to judicial decisions. I hope
that the parallel steps being taken by the banks, the implementation of the Keane report and
the consequences of the Personal Insolvency Bill will bring about a sense of relief for many
mortgage holders with difficulties. The over-riding intention is to bring about a solution for
those people so that they will not lose their homes, will receive some relief in terms of repay-
ments and come to an agreement between themselves and the lender as to how best to
achieve this.

I expect to have discussions with the banks again in a couple of months so as to review
progress both in respect of lending figures and with how they are getting on with the extent of
arrears and distressed mortgage holders they have on their books.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I submitted two questions, one on the economic management
council and the other on the issue of climate change and the green economy. However, that
second question has somehow got mixed up with the four questions on the economic manage-
ment council.

The people are very angry about the banks. In particular, given the recapitalisation, the
people are angry the banks are not doing what the Government and others have said the banks
will do or should be doing. I have made the point previously that there is a disconnection
between the articulation of issues here and what is happening on the ground. People we meet
on the streets and at our clinics say that what is going on is crazy. The situation in relation to
mortgage interest arrears is getting worse. There has been no alleviation of the stress people are
under. If anything, the strain is getting worse. There is no sense that the banks are responding in
the spirit of the recapitalisation agenda. The entire approach to saving the banks was predicated
on ensuring they would be in a position to meet the needs of the economy and the people.
That is particularly true of the mortgage arrears issue. I remind the House that issues of mort-
gage difficulty and impairment were taken on board when the banks were recapitalised.

I heard what the Taoiseach had to say about micro-enterprises. People who have been in
business for a long time are still contacting me to say their companies have been denied working
capital. Many jobs are riding on the sustainability of the companies in question. I am talking
about small businesses that have had good experiences in the past and business people who
have not done anything untoward or been in any great difficulties. They are now finding it
hard to access money, however. Regardless of all the big documents and action plans for jobs,
the fastest way to create jobs is to provide for a meaningful system of access to credit for people
and micro-enterprises. Mortgage arrears issues also need to be dealt with comprehensively and
decisively because they are having a detrimental impact on families and households. This prob-
lem is acting as a drag on the economy by dampening consumer demand and sentiment. People
are not prepared to spend money in the absence of clarity on mortgage arrears issues. I ask
the Government to take on board the proposals we have made in that regard. The decisions
of the debt settlement office should be binding on the banks. We can no longer let the banks
make decisions on what they will and will not agree to. They are not responding to the senti-
ments that are being articulated here and across the country.

41



Other Questions 28 February 2012. (Resumed)

The Taoiseach: The Deputy is absolutely upfront here. Umpteen cases of people who cannot
access credit — they have been turned down by their banks — have been brought to my
attention. When they are asked about making an appeal to the Credit Review Office, some of
them say they do not want to get into a bad situation with the local bank manager with whom
they are dealing. When one talks to the banks, one is told that some businesses come in without
a projection of what their cash flow might be. Previously, one could be sure that the banks
would give it out against the property. It is fair to say this is a central issue in this regard. Small
businesses around the country are willing to borrow for employment and export purposes.
Enterprise Ireland is pushing very hard for new entrepreneurs, new innovators and new devel-
opers to get into business. Such people require financing. Yesterday, for the first time in a
while, I spoke to a bank manager who had given a loan to a small business. The business in
question is taking on 15 new employees and hopes to expand further in the coming period. It
is important for that manager and his colleagues in the bank to be able to say publicly that
they believe in a business and are prepared to lend money to it. That will reassure anyone who
is listening that the bank is open for business and offering packages to those who are interested.

I am not a proponent of the banks. I have had strong differences of opinion with them. As
Deputy Martin is well aware, we need a banking system that actually works. Bank managers
should be authorised to do the job they are supposed to do, in conjunction with business people.
They need to manage mortgage distress and arrears and facilitate business opportunities. If we
do not have thriving small and medium sized enterprises, we will never have the kind of country
that Deputy Martin and I know we can have. The banks have told us at the economic manage-
ment council that their own credit and micro-finance operations are proceeding in parallel with
what the Government is doing. They are engaging in discussions with people who have dis-
tressed mortgages, in line with the Keane report and in the context of the personal insol-
vency proposals.

The meeting I have mentioned was constructive. Representatives of a number of banks from
various parts of the country gave evidence to the effect that there are signs that things are
beginning to move in some sectors. There is a very long way to go. I have heard reports that
suggest the housing floor has not yet been reached. People will wait for a further period to see
what happens. In the recent past, I have met a number of solicitors who have finalised trans-
actions regarding the sale of houses. I hope the banks will be willing to come back in again in
a couple of months to review the progress that is being made. I hope the House will have made
further progress with the implementation of the Keane report and the personal insolvency
legislation. We want the banks to sit down with people who have mortgage arrears to decide
how to work this out. The banks are aware that they have been recapitalised to deal with
significant numbers of such cases.

An Ceann Comhairle: Does Deputy Martin have a question on the climate change
committee?

Deputy Micheál Martin: Yes. The Taoiseach said he might meet the banks again in a couple
of months. I think he needs to meet them far more urgently. I would meet them in the next
week or two to get something sorted.

The Taoiseach: There was a meeting today, actually.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I am concerned about the Government’s lack of enthusiasm for
dealing with the climate change issue, the environment generally and the green economy. These
are serious issues.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: They are.
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Deputy Micheál Martin: They will not go away.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: The Deputy is right.

Deputy Micheál Martin: It may be politically expedient in the short term to put them to one
side. I do not get any sense that the Government is engaging with the fundamental energy and
climate change challenges that will face this country and the world as a whole in the years
ahead. The fact the Cabinet sub-committee has met on just two occasions is a manifestation of
the Government’s inertia on these issues. It is failing to engage with them.

The Taoiseach: As the Deputy is aware, the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government is directly responsible for the issue of climate change. The Minister
announced last November, in conjunction with the publication of a review of national climate
change policy, that an independent study would be carried out by the secretariat to the National
Economic and Social Council. The study will inform policy development in this regard. On 23
January last, following engagement with the Joint Committee on the Environment, Transport,
Culture and the Gaeltacht, the Minister published a work programme setting out the steps and
milestones for the development of national climate policy legislation. That work programme
covers the next 18 months. A process of public consultation will take place in the first half of
2012. The initial report of the NESC secretariat on potential climate policies and measures will
be completed by the end of June and published in the second half of the year. The heads of a
climate Bill will be developed and, following Government approval, will be considered by the
joint committee by the end of 2012. The 2012 final report of the NESC secretariat will be
considered by the committee in the first half of 2013. The work programme we have set out
contains a number of milestones. We hope that process will conclude with the heads of the Bill
having been considered by the committee by this time next year.

Deputy Joe Higgins: What role, if any, will the economic management council have in the
implementation of the jobs programme that was announced by the Government recently? Will
it have an overseeing role? Will various agencies of the State have to answer to it? How will
the economic management council supervise the achievement of the target of creating 100,000
net jobs by 2015? As that has not been clarified, I ask the Taoiseach to do so now. What is the
Government’s estimate of the number of jobs that will be lost in the meantime? If the Govern-
ment has a net estimate for job creation, such a figure must be known to it as well. Everybody
considers that in the——

(Interruptions).

Deputy Joe Higgins: The lips of the Minister for Education and Skills have not ceased to
move since we started Question Time. That leads me to believe he might be playing the role
of a political ventriloquist today.

An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Deputy to proceed. We are over time.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I will not be so impolite to say what that might make the Taoiseach.
Many people consider that several billion euro of the bailout money to the banks was related
to difficulties with household mortgages which the banks have not reflected in their policy of
writing down debt. Is this the Taoiseach’s understanding? Surely the alternative to having
unfortunate people dragging mountains of debt around, with the accompanying stress and with
unsustainable mortgage repayments, is that the mortgages should be written down to the cur-
rent level of value of the house and in this way get rid of that overhang and allow people to
spend their money in the real economy which would help to create jobs.
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The Taoiseach: Deputy Higgins is actually putting forward a proposition which is unusual
for him.

Deputy Joe Higgins: It is not unusual at all.

The Taoiseach: I thank him. As regards the mortgages situation, I have responded to ques-
tions from Deputy Martin and Deputy Adams. I refer to the range of issues in the Keane
report, the consequences of the passage of the personal insolvency Bill through the parliamen-
tary process and the fact that the banks have been recapitalised and, in a number of cases, they
have the opportunity to write down mortgages by sitting down with each individual client
borrower. The difference is between those who cannot pay and those who will not pay.
However, having had discussions with the banks, I hope they will move on and make a real
impression by releasing that pressure valve which exists in the case of so many people.

In reply to the Deputy’s point about the jobs action programme, this is being overseen by the
Department of the Taoiseach along with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.
Assistance in this work has been provided by two experts who have joined the Department of
the Taoiseach from Forfás for the work of monitoring and overseeing the programme. The
Department of the Taoiseach and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation will
publish a report on the implementation of the action plan and the matters being dealt with.
The agencies associated with individual Ministers and their Departments will respond by 9
March 2012 to a letter they will receive from the Department of the Taoiseach on this matter.
The first quarter of the year will see a range of initiatives being implemented. I am launching
an initiative next week entitled Succeeding in Ireland. This will provide an opportunity for the
diaspora in America or Australia or wherever to be associated with the opportunity to recom-
mend propositions for job opportunities. On each of those occasions I expect the quarterly
published report can be debated in the House so that Deputies can give their views on whether
the initiatives are bearing any fruit and whether the programme is up to date. I intend to see
that the programme is implemented and Secretaries General, Ministers and the chief executives
of the agencies involved will all receive this in writing and will be given the timelines within
which they must respond.

Written Answers follow Adjournment.

Order of Business

The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No. a8, Finance Bill 2012 — Financial Resolutions; No.
8, motion re membership of committee; No. 13, Dormant Accounts (Amendment) Bill 2011
[Seanad] — Second Stage (resumed); and No. 14, statements on the action plan for jobs
(resumed).

It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, that Nos. a8, and 8 shall be
taken immediately on the conclusion of Order of Business and shall be decided without debate
and in the case of No. a8, Financial Resolutions Nos. 1 to 4, shall be moved together and
decided by one Question which shall be put from the Chair. Private Members’ business shall
be No. 40, motion re State assets.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is one proposal to be put to the House. Is the proposal for
dealing with Nos. a8 and 8, Finance Bill 2012 — Financial Resolutions Nos. 1 to 4, and motion
re membership of committee, without debate, agreed to? Agreed.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I seek the guidance of the Chair on a matter. We have read with
some astonishment this morning about €50,000 worth of toners being procured from the Houses
of the Oireachtas.
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An Ceann Comhairle: Has the Deputy a question on proposed legislation?

Deputy Micheál Martin: Has the Oireachtas a means of inquiring into this matter because I
find it incredible that one individual would use this quantity?

An Ceann Comhairle: I am reminded by the Clerk that the Committee on Procedure and
Privileges is available.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I acknowledge that changes have been made but I ask if the changes
were made as a result of this practice. Either one entire political party was using the toners
because it is incomprehensible that one individual would use €50,000 worth of toners——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Clerk has very kindly offered to send the Deputy a note on
the matter.

Deputy Micheál Martin: That is much appreciated. I have a question about promised legis-
lation on the fiscal treaty. Given the earlier announcement about a referendum, I ask the
Taoiseach to outline to the House whether he intends to establish a forum within the House
to discuss this matter in greater detail. When will the Referendum Commission be appointed?
When is the fiscal responsibility Bill to be published? I ask for the timeline for the appointment
of the Referendum Commission, the publication of the legislation and the holding of the refer-
endum. Will a significant public information campaign be organised on the content of the
treaty?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Martin will recall that on my return from the EU Council meeting
where the text of the treaty was agreed, I advised the Cabinet the following morning and the
Tánaiste wrote to the Attorney General. It was made clear on many occasions that arising from
the legal advice of the Attorney General the Government would act appropriately. Just this
morning the Attorney General advised the Cabinet of her view that, on balance, a referendum
would be necessary in order to ratify the treaty. For that reason, the Government made that
decision just this morning.

5 o’clock

I confirm that work on the fiscal responsibility Bill has been advanced in the past number
of weeks and it will be produced in this session. I expect to have some further information
tomorrow when the House discusses the statements on the pre-European Council. The Govern-

ment will be required to produce a referendum Bill in advance of a referendum,
to appoint a Referendum Commission, and to put in train the processes necessary
to lead to the question to be asked in the referendum. The House will have the

opportunity to debate the matter thoroughly and comprehensively so that people will be prop-
erly informed. The referendum will be a brilliant opportunity for Irish people to look to the
future of the country, of our people and our place in the European process and an opportunity
to consolidate confidence and investment in jobs as a consequence. The Government did not
consider the timeline today but we will decide over the next period how best to deal with it.
The work on the fiscal responsiblity Bill is advanced and it will be dealt with this session. I will
give more details tomorrow about the process.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Will the Taoiseach consider a special sub-committee of the Commit-
tee on European Affairs to consider the treaty and the referendum Bill? There is a need for
detailed all-party discussion with a view to getting a grip on the treaty.

The Taoiseach: I agree with the merit of the Deputy’s proposal. The Lisbon treaty was
discussed at a special sub-committee under the chairmanship of Deputy Paschal Donohoe and
good work was produced.
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Deputy Joe Higgins: What is the date for the referendum?

The Taoiseach: I have not decided the date yet.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I thank the Taoiseach for the additional, although limited, information
on the referendum. Sinn Féin’s legal advice was that a referendum was necessary. I note the
Taoiseach says the referendum is a brilliant opportunity for the Irish people and I agree with
him. However, if this is the case, why was he so reluctant to hold one?

Ceist faoi reachtaíocht atá fógraithe, the programme for Government contains a commitment
to reform the current law on the rights of workers to engage in collective bargaining in order
to ensure compliance by the State with recent judgments of the European Court of Human
Rights. This court has ruled that the accepted right to join a trade union includes the right to
bargain collectively. When will this legislation be published?

The Taoiseach: I do not have the details of that legislation to hand but I will respond to
the Deputy’s question. I understand that with 434 ink cartridges it is possible to produce 3
million letters.

The Deputy might carry out an inquiry in his own party into what is going on with the
Deputy sitting behind him. I will respond to the Deputy on the workers’ legislation when I get
a more accurate fix on it.

Deputy Gerry Adams: The Taoiseach should ask the person beside him about his party’s
involvement with Repsol Press, forgery and all the rest of it. Will he also make it clear that the
Deputy behind me spent this in his constituency informing citizens——

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, Deputy, we cannot have across the floor debates on matters
that do not arise on the Order of Business.

Deputy Ray Butler: Thirty five to 40 pallets of paper, 100 leaflets through every door in
the constituency——

The Taoiseach: I understand Deputy Ó Snodaigh——

Deputy Ray Butler: ——printing machines running seven days a week——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy——

Deputy Ray Butler: The Deputy said that he used the system.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, will you resume your seat?

Deputy Ray Butler: It was an abuse of the system.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Butler——

Deputy Ray Butler: He should be ashamed of his life.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Butler, you are abusing a system also. Never stand up without
being called upon.

Deputy Ray Butler: He abused the system——

An Ceann Comhairle: Never stand up without being called upon.
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Deputy Ray Butler: I am standing up for the people of this country——

An Ceann Comhairle: As long as I am in the Chair——

Deputy Ray Butler: ——when somebody spends €52,000 on cartridges.

An Ceann Comhairle: You will find yourself outside in a minute if you are not careful.

Deputy Ray Butler: I am standing up for the people of this country.

An Ceann Comhairle: You can when it is in order.

Deputy Ray Butler: That man over there spent €2,500——

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I am sorry now. I spent nothing.

An Ceann Comhairle: Sit down.

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I did nothing.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That is collateral damage.

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I do not want to be hit with the fire——

An Ceann Comhairle: Will you please sit down?

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Butler, that is your last warning or else you will go outside.
That is totally unbecoming of you. You are in a Chamber where there are rules and regulations
and you speak through the Chair.

Deputy Gerry Adams: A Cheann Comhairle——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Adams will resume his seat. I call Deputy Collins.

Deputy Niall Collins: What is the publication date for the social welfare and pensions Bill?
Is there promised legislation in regard to the non-payment of the household charge and
attaching non-payment to deductions from social welfare payments? Did the Taoiseach or one
of his Ministers promise that during the debate? Is it in train?

The Taoiseach: No, that is not promised. The social welfare and Ppensions Bill will be pub-
lished in this session.

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: Part of the major reform of rural transport announced today is
a proposal for special rural hackney licences. Is legislation required to enable these licences to
be made available and, if so, when will it come before the House as this would be particularly
helpful to small publicans in rural areas? I raised this here before.

The Taoiseach: There is no legislation promised. It is something the Minister of State, Deputy
Kelly, wants to bring in. If legislation is required, it will be brought in. I am sure it will be of
great value in Kilgarvan and places outside Kenmare in the future.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I rise again in regard to the Water Services (Amendment) Bill
2011. When will we get the conditions from the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government? Three weeks ago he announced that they would be out in ten days. When
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will we see them and for how long more will this go on? It is farcical at this stage. Hundreds
of people will march to the House tomorrow and they want to know the conditions, if any.

The Taoiseach: Between septic tanks and scrap metal, Deputy Mattie McGrath is doing well
these days.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Scrap and Precious Metal Dealers Bill is a separate matter.

The Taoiseach: I understand that. That is a Friday matter.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: A Friday matter.

Deputy Niall Collins: Scrap Friday.

The Taoiseach: The Minister will be before the House with the regulations very shortly.

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Durkan.

(Interruptions).

The Taoiseach: Beidh an t-Aire ag teacht isteach go luath leis na coinníolacha.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: Agus na hionstraimí reachtúla?

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Durkan for the third time.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I did not hear you before. I must be losing my senses.

An Ceann Comhairle: You must be.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I raise two issues on promised legislation, which I have no doubt
are as near to the Ceann Comhairle’s heart as mine. The first issue is in regard to matters
arising from the recent debate on the location of the proposed national children’s hospital and
the necessity to have a full debate in the House on this issue rather than——

An Ceann Comhairle: You should talk to the Chief Whip about that.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: No. I am raising proposed legislation to which I will refer when
I finish my sentence. Arising from the fact that expert opinion seems to have prevailed hereto-
fore and notwithstanding the Minister’s proposal in regard to the reorganisation of the HSE,
is it possible to introduce the health information Bill as a matter of some urgency to enable all
Members of the national Parliament to debate this issue?

Arising also from an issue which received considerable publicity in recent times where a
successful insurance claim was made against the victim of a crime which, to my mind, creates
a serious problem for our society, could the criminal justice (victims rights) Bill be introduced
in the House to ensure the majority of the Members of the House of Parliament have an
opportunity to speak on this issue on behalf of those who are victims?

The Taoiseach: I cannot give the Deputy a date in respect of the second Bill. I do not have
any difficulty with the Chief Whip making arrangements for a discussion here on the question
of the national children’s hospital. The Government considered it this morning and will reflect
on its determination to see that this flag-ship project is built. As the Deputy is aware, the
Government made a deliberate and conscious decision to build a national children’s hospital
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and has in place a funding model to fund it. The Government is very anxious to pursue and
implement its decision. The health information Bill will be introduced in mid-2012.

Deputy John O’Mahony: I would like to ask the Taoiseach about two proposed Bills. Is there
a provision in the proposed social welfare and pensions Bill to cover self-employed people who
have become unemployed and who find themselves with no entitlements and with obstacles in
their way to up-skilling for future employment?

I asked the following question some time ago but is there a definite date for the National
Vetting Bureau Bill? It is supposed to be taken in this session but is there a definite date
because it is causing difficulties for people in part-time employment and students in employ-
ment who change employment at short notice and, therefore, must begin the whole process
again?

The Taoiseach: The issue of self-employed people is one which the Minister for Social Protec-
tion is considering. It is not possible for me to give the Deputy an answer in respect of the
content of the Bill but it is an issue for consideration by the Minister. In respect of the Deputy’s
comments on the necessity for up-skilling, this is the central point of the pathways to work
scheme which was launched last week by the Tánaiste, the Minister for Social Protection, the
Minister for Education and Skills and I.

The National Vetting Bureau Bill is an issue of some concern. I am aware of a number of
cases where similar things to which the Deputy referred have happened. I do not have a date
for it but I will get the Minister to respond in detail to him.

Deputy Michael Colreavy: When will the animal health and welfare Bill be brought before
the House? Will it include provisions in regard to minks on fur farms, the welfare of race
horses and the treatment of feral cats?

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, we cannot debate the contents——

The Taoiseach: What was the last question?

An Ceann Comhairle: The animal health and welfare Bill.

Deputy Michael Colreavy: When is the animal health and welfare Bill due?

The Taoiseach: It is due in this session. A great deal of work has been done on it. I expect
the Deputy will see it in a matter of weeks.

Finance Bill 2012: Financial Resolutions

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I move the follow-
ing Resolutions:

THAT in the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (No. 39 of 1997) sections 584, 585, 586 and
587, which relate to the deferral of capital gains tax in certain transactions, be amended in
the manner and to the extent specified in the Act giving effect to this Resolution.

THAT the provisions of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (No. 39 of 1997) relating to the
taxation of income or profits or gains under the Income Tax Acts or the Corporation Tax
Acts be amended in the manner and to the extent specified in the Act giving effect to
this Resolution.
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THAT, as respects accounting periods ending on or after 1 January 2012, the provisions
of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (No. 39 of 1997) relating to the taxation of income
chargeable under Case IV of Schedule D to corporation tax be amended in the manner and
to the extent specified in the Act giving effect to this Resolution.

THAT Schedule 2 of the Finance Act 2005 (No. 5 of 2005), which provides for the rates
of tobacco products tax, be amended in the manner and to the extent specified in the Act
giving effect to this Resolution.

Question put and agreed to.

Membership of Committees: Motion

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I move:

That Deputy Seamus Kirk be discharged from the Joint Administration Committee and that
Deputy Dara Calleary be appointed in substitution for him.

That Deputy Dara Calleary be discharged from the Select Committee on Investigations,
Oversight and Petitions and that Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl be appointed in substitution for him.

Question put and agreed to.

Topical Issue Matters

An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in respect of which
notice has been given under Standing Order 27A and the name of the Member in each case:
(1) Deputy Colm Keaveney — the forced redundancy dispute in Rehab recycling, Galway; (2)
Deputy Patrick Nulty — the decision to disband the panel for recruitment to the Dublin Fire
Brigade Service; (3) Deputy Pat Deering — the need to maintain adequate mental health
services in the Carlow area; (4) Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor — the need to highlight pro-
eating disorder websites; (5) Deputy Bernard J. Durkan — issues surrounding the rights of
burglars and those of householders; (6) Deputy Regina Doherty — the effect of the changes
announced in Circular 2012/12, particularly as it applies to Gaelscoil na Rithe, Dunshaughlin,
County Meath; (7) Deputy Eamonn Maloney — the need for RTE to televise this year’s
national famine commemoration; (8) Deputy Pat Breen — the new regulations in regard to the
allocation of resource hours and teachers in primary schools; (9) Deputy Thomas P. Broughan
— the need to resolve the problems in the Belmayne estate, Dublin; (10) Deputy Peadar Tóibín
— the need to develop a new school for St. Mary’s special school, Johnstown, Navan, County
Meath; (11) Deputy Kevin Humphreys — the proposed incinerator at Poolbeg, Dublin; (12)
Deputy Charles Flanagan — the future of small rural Protestant schools; (13) Deputy Jack
Wall — the provision of funding in respect women’s refuge centres; (14) Deputy Patrick
O’Donovan — the future participation of Irish citizens who are overseas in referendums and
elections; (15) Deputy Dessie Ellis — the problems faced by residents of Priory Hall; (16)
Deputy Michael McCarthy — the steps being taken to prevent the outbreak of a new animal
disease in Britain from spreading to Ireland; (17) Deputies Jerry Buttimer and Éamon Ó Cuív
— the need to protect households from low user standing charges for electricity; (18) Deputy
Michael Healy-Rae — the refusal of planning permission for the national children’s hospital;
(19) Deputy Michael McNamara — the need to consider that rents collected by local authorities
from their tenants should be deducted at source; (20) Deputy Martin Ferris — career guidance
teachers; (21) Deputy Billy Kelleher — the refusal of planning permission for the national
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children’s hospital; (22) Deputy Paul J. Connaughton — the closure of St. Anne’s nursing home,
Woodford, County Galway; (23) Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett — the Providence Resources
application for a foreshore licence for drilling in Dublin Bay; (24) Deputy Dara Calleary —
robberies from domestic oil tanks; (25) Deputy Clare Daly — the industrial dispute at Storbart
Haulage, Ballymun, Dublin; (26) Deputy Mick Wallace — the provision of social housing units
by NAMA; and (27) Deputy Alan Farrell — broadband and mobile coverage in Naul,
County Dublin.

The matters raised by Deputies Mary Mitchell O’Connor, Richard Boyd Barrett, Deputy
Thomas P. Broughan and Jerry Buttimer and Éamon Ó Cuív have been selected for discussion.

Topical Issue Debate

————

Eating Disorders

Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor: On 22 February, I raised the issue of pro-eating disorder
websites at a briefing on eating disorders by Bodywhys that coincided with eating disorder
awareness week. These websites define and promote anorexia and bulimia as conscious choices
and a lifestyle. They are called pro-ana and pro-mia websites and exploit the vulnerability of
people whose ability to reason logically is impaired. Sites often contain sections such as thinspir-
ation, with inspiring text and photos of very thin celebrities or manipulated photographs. A
tips and tricks section offers information on the calorie values of certain foodstuffs and drugs,
as well as suggestions to mask dieting behaviour and the anorexic body shape.

A study published online in the European Eating Disorder Review in January 2009 was
based on research on school students in Belgium. Some 12.6% of girls and 5.9% of boys aged
13, 15 and 17 had access to pro-anorexic websites. Visiting such sites was associated with a
higher drive for thinness and higher levels of perfectionism. No such figures are available for
Ireland but, based on the number of people who have contacted me as a Deputy, ex-school
principal and teacher, I have no doubt that the figures are just as depressing for Ireland.
Bodywhys points to the dangers of the websites, such as that they are potential triggers into an
unhealthy, destructive lifestyle, that people can get competitive about how thin they are, and
that an unwell person can see weight loss control as an achievement whereas it is a reflection
of obsessive and potentially deadly behaviour. These sites can encourage and maintain the
disorder. They can be salacious, sensationalist and disrespectful of the dignity of people affected
by eating disorders. They also show a lack of respect for professionals, clinicians and
researchers who devote their time to the study and treatment of eating disorders and related
problems.

America, France and the UK have made efforts to block access to such websites but have
not been successful. It is important that Ireland also investigates ways to protect our young
and vulnerable people and learns from actions taken by other countries.

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I thank Deputy Mitchell O’Connor for raising this important issue
and I share her concerns. I am responding on behalf of my colleague, the Minister of State,
Deputy Kathleen Lynch, who has responsibility for mental health issues. The Internet is an
international and worldwide phenomenon. It has no borders and no single organisation con-
trolling it. Therefore, efforts to combat harmful material and activities on it can be hampered
by the multiplicity of jurisdictions, differing legal systems and differing societal norms.
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In this instance, many of the pro-eating disorder websites which the Deputy refers to may
be hosted outside this jurisdiction, principally in the United States. As such, they are subject
to the US jurisdiction, the free speech provisions of the US Constitution apply and the action
that could be taken against them here is limited. While acknowledging these difficulties, there
is a self-regulatory framework in place for Internet service providers in Ireland. The Internet
Service Providers Association of Ireland code of practice and ethics sets out clear guidelines
and minimum standards in respect of dealing with complaints regarding suspected illegal
material online.

Although treatment services was not the primary issue raised, a special allocation of €35
million was provided for mental health in budget 2012 in line with the programme for Govern-
ment commitments, part of which will support the treatment of eating disorders. The €35
million funding will primarily be used to strengthen community mental health teams in both
adult and children’s mental health services. Over 400 additional staff will be recruited to sup-
port initiatives under this package. It is intended that the additional resources will be rolled
out in conjunction with the scheme of appropriate clinical care programmes currently being
developed. Three areas will be prioritised this year, one of which will be the treatment and
care of patients with eating disorders.

HSE services for people with eating disorders are embedded in the community mental health
service and with primary care. Individuals with eating disorders frequently present to the
primary care practitioner with complications of their condition and early intervention at this
level greatly improves outcomes. The HSE has developed a mental health in primary care
accredited training programme for primary care practitioners with Dublin City University with
a view to enhancing the capacity of primary care to recognise, assess and treat a range of
mental illnesses, including eating disorders, within the primary care setting.

The HSE also provides funding to Bodywhys, the national voluntary organisation supporting
those with eating disorders to which Deputy Mitchell O’Connor referred. Bodywhys provides a
range of support services for people affected including specific services for families and friends.
Bodywhys also works closely with the health promotion units throughout the HSE. I can assure
the House on behalf of my colleague, the Minister of State, Deputy Lynch, that the manage-
ment and care of eating disorders and mental health services generally will continue to be a
priority for this Government. I will pass on the Deputy’s concerns about the Internet and access
to information.

Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor: I am heartened to hear the response of the Minister of
State. I am very concerned about the number of parents in my constituency who contacted me
about these websites. I looked at them for research purposes and I was shocked by the images
of thin people proffered as thinspiration. There is also the promotion of a bracelet project,
where pro-mia or bulimic sufferers, are advised to wear blue beaded bracelets around their
right wrists and pro-ana or anorexic girls are encouraged to wear red beaded bracelets around
their left wrists, which allows children to identify other followers and foster a sense of com-
munity. We can be cocooned in the House and not realise what is going on with our vulnerable
young people. Another website has a list of the thin commandments, containing instructions
for sufferers such as “if you aren’t thin, you aren’t attractive”, “what the scale says is the most
important thing” and “being thin and not eating are signs of true willpower and success”. These
websites are promoting unhealthy and dangerous diseases as lifestyle choices. As a Govern-
ment, I am glad we are exploring ways of protecting our vulnerable people and I am glad to
hear the Minister of State say that Internet service providers of Ireland have a code of practice.
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I call on the Internet service providers to look at the websites mentioned and ensure minimum
standards in respect of dealing with complaints.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: The information Deputy Mitchell O’Connor has put before the
House is disturbing. Whatever methods can be used to ensure this information is not available
to vulnerable young people should be taken. The point made about the difficulty in controlling
sites coming from outside the country is a reality but we should do whatever we can. By raising
the matter, Deputy Mitchell O’Connor has done a service.

Foreshore Licences

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Is the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government not responding to this matter?

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: No, I am taking it.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: With all due respect to the Minister of State, I am sorry that
the Minister, Deputy Hogan, is not present because he will be taking the decision on the
Providence Resources foreshore licence. My appeal is to him in the first instance but also to the
Government more generally to reject the Providence Resources foreshore licence application to
drill for oil or gas in Dublin Bay.

It has been suggested that those who are concerned or opposed to the drilling live in Dalkey
and the immediate vicinity of the proposed drilling. I want to emphasise that this is an issue
for the whole of Dublin Bay and has wider national ramifications in terms of environmental,
public consultation and planning issues, as well as the management of this country’s natural
resources.

The proposed drilling is to take place 6 km off Dalkey. Even Providence Resources admits
there would be potential for oil spills. The Government has to understand if there was an oil
spill that close to the coast the whole of Dublin Bay would be contaminated within hours.
There would simply be no way to prevent the oil coming ashore. As I understand it, it will not
be the responsibility of Providence Resources to prevent that happening, rather it would be
the Irish Coast Guard. We would have no chance of stopping major contamination of the
entirety of Dublin Bay, given the proximity of such oil drilling if the project goes into pro-
duction as an oil well.

That is a risk too far for Dublin Bay. Any economic advantages that we might hope to derive
from producing oil or gas would be completely outweighed by the environmental damage that
would be done to one of the most important natural amenities in this country and the most
important natural amenity in Dublin. It could ruin tourism, the marine environment, our
beaches and our natural heritage and do all sorts of damage which makes the risk too great
to take.

One might consider taking that risk if there was some significant economic advantage. I
would not take the risk, but some people who are desperate, given the current economic
climate, might think it is a risk worth taking if the State got something back in terms of jobs
and revenue. Such is the licensing arrangement in this country that we will get virtually
nothing back.

The company is allowed to write off 25 years of previous losses and capital costs before tax
kicks in on any profits it would make. Given the fact that Providence Resources is partnered
by an Malaysian multinational, there would also be the opportunity of transfer pricing of costs
incurred elsewhere in the multinational which means that virtually nothing would come back
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to the State. The only beneficiaries would be Providence Resources and a Malaysian multi-
national.

In these circumstances, there is simply no case whatsoever for allowing drilling close to the
coastline in Dublin Bay. In Norway, no oil drilling takes place closer than 25 km to the coast.
Wherever there is oil drilling, there is a public inquiry. The Government is refusing to grant a
public inquiry on this licence. In Norway, the state gets 70% of the profits and revenues from
oil production, while we will get next to nothing. I appeal to the Minister of State not to take
risks with Dublin Bay, reject the foreshore license application and, at an absolute minimum,
give us a public inquiry before any decision is made to grant such a licence.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I apologise on behalf of the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government, Deputy Phil Hogan. He was not able to be here to reply to the
debate. I will convey the views of the Deputy, of which he is aware, to him. I thank the Deputy
for raising this matter for debate.

Primary policy responsibility for the exploitation of offshore natural resources, including the
tax regime applicable to such projects, is a matter for the Minister for Communications, Energy
and Natural Resources. Such projects are subject to a number of statutory consents under the
Gas Acts and the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development Act. Projects involving works
within the 12 nautical mile outer limit of the foreshore are also subject to consent under the
Foreshore Acts.

The Department received an application from Providence Resources for a foreshore licence
in respect of site investigations and the drilling of an exploratory well off Dalkey. I am advised
that this is the first such application under foreshore legislation for this type of project. Notice
of the application was published in the press on 5 January 2012. The notice provided details of
how the application and accompanying information could be inspected and the means by which
the public were invited to make submissions on the proposal.

The application and supporting information were available for inspection in hard copy at
two Garda stations and are available electronically on the websites of the Department and the
project proponent. The closing date for the receipt of submissions by the Department was 2
February 2012. In the order of 700 individual submissions, of which 350 are duplicates, and
4,100 submissions of the same online petition were received by the Department during the
public consultation period. All submissions received have been published on the Department’s
website and have been forwarded to the applicant inviting its response to the issues raised.

The licence application will be the subject of an environmental assessment by the scientific
and technical advisers on the marine licence vetting committee. Their assessment will involve
a detailed examination of the application, related information and issues raised in submissions
received from the public and prescribed bodies, and the applicant’s responses to those issues.
I expect the environmental assessment will consider, inter alia, potential impacts on European
sites, sensitive species, other legitimate uses within the area the subject of the application and
navigation issues.

A determination will be made on the application in due course, taking account of the recom-
mendations of the marine licence vetting committee and the Department. Should the project
progress to commercial exploitation, it would be the subject of further formal applications for
consents from the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, in the first
instance, and then An Bord Pleanála under the Planning Acts, and a full lease or licence
under the Foreshore Acts, all of which will require the submission of an environmental impact
statement and environmental impact assessments by the relevant consent authorities.
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Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: That is all too late. Now is the time to act. If Providence
Resources discovers oil or gas in any significant quantities it is unprecedented for any company
in that situation not to be allowed to go into production. In reality, this matter will be decided
on this application. Normally such applications are not allowed.

Countries like Norway, where best practice is followed, simply do not allow drilling for oil
or gas close to coastlines. The public consultation process that went into this application was
pathetic. Providence Resources must have had years to prepare its application. The public only
found out about it because local residents groups in Dalkey, Protect Our Coast and Save Our
Seafront, rang the alarm bells and public meetings were called at very short notice to inform
people they needed to make submissions.

It was only in the immediate area of Dalkey and Dún Laoghaire that people had time to do
that. People in Sandymount, Ringsend, Clontarf, Fairview and Greystones were not informed
of the application even though they would be directly affected if there were any damaging
environmental consequences. For that reason, there should be a proper public inquiry so that
every stakeholder and resident in the Dublin Bay area is given an opportunity to have his or
her say.

Best international practice is that one does not allow drilling so close to the coast. There is
always a public inquiry, drilling takes place at safe distances out at sea and the state gets a
proper share of the revenues. None of those criteria is in place. Therefore, there is no reason
to take this risk or allow the licence to proceed. I appeal to the Government to reject the
foreshore licences, establish rules that will safeguard our environment and have proper public
consultation and management of natural resources in the future.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I have already outlined the consultation process to the Deputy. There
has been a large number of responses.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: That is because of us.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: As well as those responses, the application has been referred to
standards prescribed by the consultees. These include the Marine Institute; the Marine Survey
Office; the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority; Inland Fisheries Ireland; and the National Parks
and Wildlife Service. As well as that, because of the nature of the proposal it has also been
referred to Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Wicklow County Council, the Dublin
Port Company, the Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company and the Department of Communi-
cations, Energy and Natural Resources.

A wide range of bodies are being consulted on the licence and there has also been a major
public reaction. The Deputy has made his voice heard very clearly. I will convey his concerns
to the Minister, Deputy Hogan. The various submissions are being considered, including those
by the various bodies to which the application has been referred.

Fire Safety

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: I thank the Minister of State responsible for housing, Deputy
O’Sullivan, for attending. The revelation last week that there are serious fire safety problems
at Belmayne, Dublin 13, was absolutely shocking to residents of the estate and to people across
the whole Dublin north fringe in Dublin North-East. After the Priory Hall disaster, it is truly
incredible that another problem of fire safety has arisen close-by in Belmayne. In other areas
of the north fringe, residents already faced the ongoing challenges of dealing with pyrite reme-
diation and the Priory Hall issue. They now face another appalling set of circumstances.
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I was first informed by the voluntary housing body Clúid that at least 225 homes in the area
are affected by the fire safety problem. Some media reports state up to 300 homes are affected.
Could the Minister of State clarify this? Does she know how many homes will have to be
evacuated while repairs are being carried out? How long will it take? How will residents be
rehoused and compensated while their homes are subject to remediation work?

The first priority is to resolve the matter for Belmayne residents and to ensure the fire safety
features in all homes on the estate and the whole north fringe are of the highest possible
standard and subject to remediation. Serious questions need to be asked yet again about the
planning and fire safety regulatory authorities and how this situation could possibly have
occurred yet again in the north fringe. Residents feel the Department, Dublin City Council
and the developer, builder and management company — Kitara Limited, LM Developments
and Stanley Holdings — have kept them in the dark and let them down very badly in respect
of the way in which this matter has come to public attention. It has been reported, for example,
that fire-stopping features in the homes involved are defective because of a small gap having
been left in the plasterboard dry lining. This would allow smoke and fire through if a fire were
to take place.

I contacted the fire chief, the Dublin City Council housing manager, Mr. Brady, the city
manager, Mr. Tierney, and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment, Deputy Phil Hogan, last week and asked a number of questions that I would like the
Minister of State, Deputy O’Sullivan, to answer this afternoon. I want to know whether the
fire brigade invigilated the estate and when the fire safety certificates were issued, and whether
the fire brigade raised any concerns regarding the timber frame construction of apartments and
homes. A very unusual method of construction was used in a significant part of Belmayne.
Most important, did the fire brigade ask about fire safety standards when the city manager,
Mr. John Tierney, recently purchased 45 units, which are managed for the local authority by
Clúid? Can the Department, Dublin City Council and the fire brigade confirm that constituents
are not in immediate danger? Can an urgent repair programme be carried out without the
evacuation of all the affected homes? What urgent action will the fire authority and Dublin
City Council take to ensure the safety of my constituents?

The executive manager of the fire brigade told me that, in early 2011, investigations were
carried out in Belmayne estate by the fire brigade following complaints by three residents. The
investigation concluded that Dublin Fire Brigade is not recommending any further action in
relation to the Belmayne development, yet we heard one of the householders concerned com-
plain bitterly on the Joe Duffy show last week that this issue was not followed up at the time.
I hope the Minister of State will answer these questions.

It was reported in the Sunday Independent this Sunday that, in 2006, inspections of Priory
Hall estate were carried out by officials of the Department of the Environment, Community
and Local Government and that a departmental inspector subsequently raised fire safety and
building control concerns, including the absence of fire collars on pipes and poor and inad-
equate insulation. This was in addition to a health and safety investigation in 2006 which closed
down the Priory Hall estate as it was being built. Ms Sinéad Power, one of the outstanding
leaders of the Priory Hall residents and a constituent of mine, asked me today whether the
Department knew about fire safety defects in 2006 and whether her life and those of all her
neighbours were put at risk by the Department for the past five years. Will the Minister of
State respond to these allegations regarding the continuing Priory Hall debacle?

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I am responding on behalf of the Minister, Deputy Hogan. I may
not be able to answer all the questions today but I will certainly revert to the Deputy on those
I am unable to answer in so far as that is possible.
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I understand that Dublin City Council, through Dublin Fire Brigade, was notified by the
developer of a construction defect in some properties at the Belmayne housing complex on 19
January 2012. The developer, acting responsibly in consultation with his fire engineer, consulted
the local authority and undertook to carry out remedial works to all affected properties. The
fire officer carried out an inspection and determined that remedial action was necessary and
timely. Having regard to a number of alternative fire safety controls within the complex which
are all functioning and subject to a regular maintenance programme, the fire officer was satis-
fied that evacuation was not called for. Further inspections were carried out by the fire office
on a number of vacant units after which the fire officer was satisfied the remedial works pro-
posed will remedy the defect. Remedial works have already begun, and are likely to take up
to one week for each affected apartment.

Clearly this is a stressful and distressing situation for the residents concerned. Residents will
be offered alternative accommodation in Belmayne or nearby for the few days while the repairs
are being carried out on their apartments, to minimise the inconvenience to them caused by
dust and noise.

Dublin City Council and the fire consultants for the developer have agreed on the necessary
remedial works. These will involve inserting fire-proof board to seal a 75 mm gap in the voids
above ceilings and the removal of service ducts to be rebuilt with full fire-proofing construction.
A project manager has been assigned to oversee the works with the assistance of two superin-
tendent inspectors, clerks of works. Works on all the affected apartments are expected to be
completed within three months.

Compliance with the building regulations is first and foremost the responsibility of the build-
ing owner and developer. Enforcement is a matter for the local building control officer in whose
functional area the relevant building is situated. Neither the Minister nor the Department has
any direct role in enforcement.

The responsible parties in this case are facing up to their obligations in carrying out reme-
diation works and bearing that cost together with the costs of relocating residents. This is
clearly not a similar situation to that in Priory Hall.

With regard to Priory Hall, the legal proceedings are continuing and it would be inap-
propriate to anticipate their conclusion. In particular, the appeal by Dublin City Council against
the court order to pay the costs associated with providing alternative accommodation for the
residents will be heard by the Supreme Court on 24 April 2012.

The overriding priority in relation to Priory Hall is to facilitate the return by residents to
their homes as early as possible. In this respect, it will be necessary to ensure that these homes
are made fit for purpose and that the costs of so doing fall where they should. I have asked
Dublin City Council to do all within its power to achieve this objective. My Department will
continue to liaise closely with Dublin City Council on the evolving circumstances at Belmayne
and Priory Hall.

We all share the Deputy’s concern about the effect on the residents in both estates. I hope
the people of Belmayne will be reassured that they will have to leave their homes only for a
relatively short period.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: I thank the Minister of State for her response. She and the
Labour Party leader, the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Deputy Eamon
Gilmore, who met residents of Priory Hall, are partly responsible for trying to unwind the
terrible circumstances, particularly for the 48 families of owner-occupiers. Have any proposals
been brought to the Cabinet’s economic management committee regarding the relevant finan-
cial institutions and the mortgage difficulties of Priory Hall owner-occupiers?
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The Minister of State did not address the question I asked on the tranche of perhaps 90
homes bought relatively recently in Belmayne by the city manager and Clúid. Were they invigi-
lated by the fire safety authority and Dublin city council specifically before they were
purchased?

The north fringe has the potential to be a wonderful new urban district. People often reflect
on the fact that this huge territory, an urban district the size of Tralee or Waterford, was to be
built over a few years and was to have a very high population density, with 30,000 or 40,000
people. Grave mistakes were made there, particularly by the last city manger, Mr. John
Fitzgerald. With all those difficulties, the north fringe now stands on a precipice. It is up to the
Minister of State to try to lead the way to ensure the estate turns out to be beneficial.

I have called endlessly, under the legislation of 2004, for a commission of inquiry into all
aspects of the planning and development of the north fringe. Looking back at the record of
the past five years, since the Pyrite scandal broke in 2007, a short sharp investigation is needed.
We have an organisation in Dublin city, which I proposed, called the North Fringe Forum. The
area is not a strategic development zone but would the Minister of State consider making the
north fringe an SDZ to give it a statutory basis? Would she also consider appointing directly
from the Department some sort of executive manager, overseer, czar or gauleiter? He or she
could be put in charge of remedying the difficulties we now have in the north fringe. He or she
could be in charge of the local area plans to try to get this project back on the rails. Otherwise,
this has the potential to be one of the biggest disasters in the history of Irish planning.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I may not have the answers to all of the Deputy’s questions and, if
not, I can revert to him later. Unfortunately, we are dealing with a number of legacy issues
concerning things that were not done properly in the past. We must learn from them for the
future and ensure that we put proper systems in place so they cannot possibly recur. We are
working on that and will put such systems in place. Together with the Minister, Deputy Hogan,
I am determined to do that. We will certainly examine the Deputy’s general suggestions on the
north fringe because, as a local representative in the area, he is more familiar with the situation
than I am.

The Deputy asked me about the number of people affected as well as whether inspections
were undertaken prior to taking over certain properties. I do not have a direct answer on
inspections but I know that about 300 dwellings, which is approximately 25% of the units at
Belmayne, are affected by the immediate problem. They include private residents as well as
local authority and voluntary housing body tenants. Therefore, a number of different types of
residents are affected.

As regards Priory Hall, I have been in touch with the Dublin city manager, as has the
Minister, Deputy Hogan. There are ongoing discussions, as the Deputy is aware.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: Was the Sunday Independent report accurate?

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I did not read the Sunday Independent report, to be honest, but there
are ongoing discussions. We are all trying to find a solution for the people who have been
affected. The residents of Priory Hall have had to go through a dreadful situation. We will
continue to work towards a solution. It appears that the situation in Belmayne can be rectified
relatively quickly and people can be back in their homes after a short period.
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Electricity Charges

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I thank the Minister for attending the House personally and I know
he has made a significant effort to be here.

It has been decided that bills of under two units per day, which I understand from the ESB
is equivalent to having a fridge freezer on all the time, or using a cooking plate for 20 minutes,
or having four 60W bulbs on for three hours, will be charged at a higher standing charge. This
is focused at vacant dwellings and holiday homes that are vacant for most of the year. At first
glance, one might say “Fair enough, if you can afford to have a vacant home”, but there are
many reasons why houses are vacant and why somebody may wish to leave a fridge freezer on.
People may have had to go away to get work, for example.

It is not as if there was not an alternative to what is being proposed. I understand the ESB
is stating that the saving would be €8.5 million for 170,000 customers. It is hard to see how that
saving would be made, but it is what the ESB states. That means there is a saving of €50 per
customer per annum. In some case, however, that can rise to an extra charge of €150 per
customer. What justification did the ESB give for this? It said it is more expensive to read
meters, in addition to which the company must send out bills and administer customer services.
It seems rather strange, however, that there would be customers services for vacant houses.

I hope the Minister will take up this matter with the ESB and tell the company that if houses
are vacant for large parts of the year, customers could perhaps agree to be billed once or twice
a year. In that way savings could be made with fewer meter readings and bills, and all the other
excuses the ESB is using for this charge. What is the point in sending out a bill for less than
two units a day?

The Minister should tell the ESB that there is another way of solving this problem, which is
very simple. People with properties lying vacant for extended periods should notify the ESB
so that the meter will not be read and they will not get a bi-monthly bill.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: I thank the Minister for making an effort to be here. The ESB is
increasing the standing charge for customers who use less than two units of electricity per day.
According to the ESB’s own figures, this will amount to €9.45 in a two-month bill or €56 over
an entire year’s billing period. It mainly concerns vacant dwellings, including holiday homes.
One unit of electricity amounts to using an electric shower for ten minutes, operating a washing
machine for 90 minutes, or watching a 28-inch television for nine hours. Most of us use 14 units
of electricity per day and will thankfully be exempt from the standing charge.

To be fair, the Minister has said that people in receipt of a free electricity allowance will be
exempt, as will those on an ESB household budget plan or with pay-as-you-go meters. It is also
important to exempt elderly people who may have vacated their dwellings to live in nursing
homes, may be ill in hospital or may be living with a son or daughter.

I am amused by the ESB stating the standing charge is for administrative costs because the
company has changed its meter-reading process, certainly in Cork city. The ESB is increasingly
moving away from meter reading, so I would like to hear an explanation for that. The ESB
should clearly set out which customers will be affected by this increase. I hope the Minister
will agree that we must protect low-income households from this increase, and the elderly
in particular.

The Minister’s role is crucial in this matter. The ESB must answer to its shareholders and
explain this decision fully. If we look closely at those who should be offered exemptions from
this increase, I think we will find that the net will get bigger.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Peter Mathews): I call the Minister, Deputy Rabbitte.
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Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): May I
say how well the Chair befits you?

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: He is in training.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I would like to draw the attention of Deputies Ó Cuív and Buttimer
to the fact that responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and gas markets is a matter
for the Commission for Energy Regulation, which is an independent statutory body.

The residential electricity market has changed dramatically over the past two years with the
introduction of competition. Suppliers are required to respond to competitive pressure while
at the same time maintaining a balance between business viability and customers’ needs. Prices
in the electricity retail market have been fully deregulated since April 2011. Price setting by
electricity suppliers, including Electric Ireland, is a commercial and operational matter for the
companies concerned.

The regulator was established in 1999 to regulate the electricity sector in Ireland. In 2002,
its remit was extended to cover the natural gas market. The regulator is independent of all
operators in the market and acts in the best interest of energy customers in Ireland by working
to ensure that consumers benefit from regulation and the introduction of competition in
energy markets.

An electricity supplier can increase or decrease the rates charged to customers in line with
what has been signed up to in the contract. This may include increasing or decreasing the unit
rate, the standing charge, or any additional charges on bills.

Deregulation enables business and domestic customers to engage proactively with suppliers
and seek better value offers from them and-or switch to other suppliers with lower prices. Since
deregulation, Ireland has had some of the highest switching rates in Europe. Switching to an
alternative supplier can deliver immediate benefits to consumers. The process is quick, easy
and capable of delivering real savings to every household and business.

The background to this particular matter is that Electric Ireland, the ESB’s customer supply
business, introduced a low-user standing charge on 1 February 2012. The charge applies to that
minority of customers who use an average of two units, 2kW, or less per day in any billing
period, which is typically 61 days. Standing charges will be increased by 15.5 cent, including
VAT, per day or €9.45, including VAT, per two-monthly bill. Based on analysis of last year’s
consumption, Electric Ireland estimates between 130,000 to 175,000 customers, 10% to 13% of
its existing customer base, may be affected. The increased standing charge will not apply to
customers who receive a free electricity allowance or those on household budget plans and
pay-as-you-go meters.

I would have been very concerned if it were the case that low-income households and vulner-
able customers were to be affected by the standing charge increase. I can tell Deputy Buttimer
I have been assured by Electric Ireland that such customers will not be affected.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Peter Mathews): I thank the Minister. His response was balanced
and beautifully delivered.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The idea of a low-usage Electric Ireland customer changing to a new
supplier is not a runner. Is the Minister willing to suggest to the ESB that there are many other
ways of saving the same amount of money without pegging it on the customer? The simplest
answers to this problem are to cut down on administration and get the customers in question
to accept electronic billing. There is no point in reading a meter that has no charges on it. The
ESB has known for years which low-use customers, such as those with holiday homes, are
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involved because it has an averaging system to anticipate usage. This charge and the reasons
given by the ESB for it are unjustified. Will the Minister ask the ESB to examine alternative
ways to make savings which, with the co-operation of the customer, would cut down on admin-
istrative and meter-reading costs?

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: I thank the Minister for his reply and his commitment that low-
income households and vulnerable customers would not be affected. The ESB is trying to cod
us all. It is discouraging energy efficiency as this charge will penalise low energy usage which
is contrary to the policy pursued by the Government and everyone else.

There is a need to monitor the effect of the low-usage charge. I hope the Minister, with the
ESB, will assess who the charge affects and review the category of users who have exemptions
with the need to re-examine this decision in the next several months. I believe the ESB has
changed its meter-reading process — it certainly has in Cork city — and is not reading them
as often as it claims.

I welcome the Minister’s commitment in his reply that low-income households and vulner-
able customers would not be affected. I hope the ESB will review this charge.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I was merely explaining the background of the impact of deregulation
to Deputy Ó Cuív, which he understands well. I was not suggesting the increase in the charge
in the particular case of customers who use two units of electricity per day would cause them
to switch supplier. Rather I was pointing out that since deregulation there has been consider-
able switching.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: That is the usual padding they put in the answers. When I was a
Minister I used to strip all that stuff out myself.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I am reluctant to get into the business of telling the ESB how to do its
job, however.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Minister could ask them.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I heard the Deputy’s points about changing the reading of meters in
question and a once-off annual billing.

There has, however, been some misconception in the public domain about this charge. Con-
clusions were jumped to that this was a charge on the poor. It is not a charge on the poor.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Hear, hear.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: This is a charge on holiday homes or premises vacated, for whatever
reason, in the main. I have already relayed to the House the assurances given to me that those
customers on a electricity allowance or on household budget packages will not be affected by
this charge. I want to assure Deputy Buttimer that this is the information I have.

If Deputy Ó Cuív is correct that his is a more common sense approach to invigilating this
and his billing system would make more sense, I am more than happy to bring it to the attention
of the ESB.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I do not want the Minister to go any further than that. I appreciate
his role and I would be grateful if he just passed on those suggestions.
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Question again proposed: “That the Bill be now read a Second Time.”

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Opposition appears to have withdrawn from the House. In my
experience I have never seen this before.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: I was called in myself.

Deputy Nicky McFadden: I want to put on the record the enormous boost received by various
community organisations in Longford and Westmeath as a result of dormant accounts funding.
While I realise the levels of new measures and programmes for disbursement from the fund
are likely to remain low given current budgetary constraints, I believe it is important to high-
light the importance of funding for community organisations such as RAPID.

RAPID is aimed at improving the quality of life and the opportunities available to residents
of communities in cities and towns and reduce the deprivations faced by residents of disadvan-
taged communities. I take this opportunity to thank the RAPID co-ordinators in Westmeath
and Westmeath County Council who have done tremendous work in this area.

RAPID operates across the themes of community safety, anti-social behaviour, health, family
support, environmental issues, youth, education, training and employment. It has benefited the
estates of Grange, Farran Raithín, D’Alton Park, Ennell and Michael’s Park in Mullingar, as
well as seven estates in Athlone.

Groups such as the Mullingar Youth Cafe continue to look for funding through the dormant
accounts fund. Midlands Regional Youth Service is the lead agency supporting this project and
the young people of Mullingar are working very hard for the progression of the cafe. While
five areas were identified under the dormant accounts fund in 2009, Mullingar included, no
actual moneys were provided in 2011. Will the Minister do all he can to get resources for these
projects? I hope he will see a way to invest some of the funds into the original 46 RAPID areas
as there has been no investment since 2008. A sum of €100,000 would go a long way in Athlone.

The main purpose of this legislation is to reunite account holders and policy holders with
their funds in credit institutions and insurance undertakings. It further provides for a scheme
of disbursement for charitable purposes or purposes of societal and community benefit of funds
that are not likely to be reclaimed.

I am confident that under the responsibility of the Minister, Deputy Hogan, this objective
will remain unchanged. I welcome the Bill and commend the Minister on his work. I hope
communities across the country will benefit from the money that will be forthcoming.

6 o’clock

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: I welcome the Bill and commend the Minister on bringing it to us.
The Bill is another example of the reform being proposed by the coalition Government. In his
trend of reform, the Minister has already merged local authorities. The Minister for Education

and Skills, Deputy Quinn, has merged VECs. It is fulfilling the commitment in
the programme for Government to make a substantial cut to the number of State
bodies and companies. The Chairman of the Committee of Public Accounts,

Deputy McGuinness, is present. He will very much welcome the attempt to make Government
smaller, more accountable and make it deliver to people. That should be at the heart of
Government. It should not be about the creation of fiefdoms. Deputy McGuinness was a long-
time opponent of the former Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern, when he was in the House. The
model he employed could bear with close scrutiny. It would make a great PhD study of how not
to do business. He made Government bigger and it became uncontrollable and unaccountable.
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Fiefdoms and slush funds were created and money was poured out to keep everyone happy.
The fabric of society plummeted in the past 14 years.

In our election manifesto we committed to cutting the number of quangos, regulators and
inspectorates, and to end the confusion, wasteful mismanagement and fragmentation in the
delivery of services. Those of us involved in national politics with a local authority background
fully understand that people and the delivery of service to them must be at the core of what
we do. I love the Irish phrase “an gnáth duine”. That is what they are. That is who depends
on the service of Government.

Deputy McFadden is correct. RAPID was a very good proposal that brought enhanced
benefit to communities. The great phrase “enhancement of the public realm” became a reality
for communities. In Cork city we have a very good RAPID co-ordinator. She does great work.
She is accountable. She attends meetings and she delivers. I am afraid that we have lost
accountability in the fragmentation that is now the delivery of Government in different spheres
and on different levels. From tomorrow morning I hope we will not have a lack of account-
ability from those who remain following the public service retirement scheme and that they
will not use the excuse of the diminishing numbers to bring it about.

To date, the Government has abolished more than 14 quangos, two more are in the process
of being abolished and 15 more are on a list for abolition. A total of nine quangos are being
merged and there are plans to merge six more. Three quangos are being restructured and a
further ten are due to be restructured. In 12 months the Government has started its reform
process. I welcome the changes proposed in the Bill for the amalgamation of the dormant
accounts fund. It ends one period and introduces another. The Minister and the Department
will be to the fore in terms of expenditure, which will be under the control of the Comptroller
and Auditor General and the Committee of Public Accounts.

Another aspect of the Bill which I very much welcome is that the role of the Dáil and the
Seanad in the disbursement of dormant accounts funding will be also increased. The power to
annul the scheme within 21 days will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. That will
allow for accountability, debate, discussion and transparency. It also involves the political
responsibility lying with the Minister, which was lacking for 14 years. Ministers could hide
behind quangos and say they had no responsibility, that it was not their job. The Minister is
doing that. It is important that we have proper oversight of decisions being taken.

The Bill is another example of a reforming Government, one that understands the need for
accountability, and of a Minister who is prepared to accept responsibility and accountability.
As Deputy McFadden indicated, the RAPID programme has done great work, which must be
continued. We must continue to enhance the lives of our fellow citizens.

Deputy Anthony Lawlor: I welcome the Bill purely for the removal of the board. I was
concerned about the board and its inefficiencies. It is our policy to remove quangos and this is
a good example of a bad quango. I approve of the way the money is to be disbursed to various
groups, especially those whose aim is to ease poverty and alleviate social deprivation.

I wish to examine the workings of the board. I give the Minister a word of warning. On a
number of occasions in its annual reports the board has indicated that the disbursement of
money could be bureaucratic and cumbersome within the various Departments. The Minister
should take on board the point. When he disburses funds, by whatever means he chooses, he
should remove the onerous task on groups seeking funding so that it is made as easy as possible
for them to draw down funding.

I wish to outline reasons for my delight that the Bill has come before the Dáil and for the
disbandment of the board. A comment was made by the board in its 2010 report to the effect
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that there were no inspectors of financial services to ensure it was complying with the terms of
the 2001 Act. I find it strange that a board would indicate its disquiet in 2010 that from 2003
to 2010 the Minister had not appointed an inspector. Why did the board not question the
situation previously? Surely it was the responsibility of the board to ensure all necessary
measures were in place to ensure the money coming to it for disbursement did so in a proper
manner.

I read the reports from 2009 and 2010. I was struck by the ability of the board to reduce its
costs by 50% between the 2009 report and the 2010 report. It is interesting to note how when
someone feels threatened, one is able to reduce one’s costs to show how viable one is at a
lower cost. I do not understand the reason that was not done previously.

The funny thing about the board is that it had four auditors. Deloitte were the main auditors.
Goodbody Economic Consultants audited the audits. Pobal carried out the audit for the
Government and the Comptroller and Auditor General also carried out an audit. That is unreal.
The Department of Health, which has a budget of approximately €19 billion, does not have as
many auditors. The cost for such audits in 2009 amounted to €124,000. I was also annoyed
when I checked the website for the 2010 report, which was laid before the Dáil in August 2011.
It was not there. I often wonder about such situations. Why did the board not lay its annual
report before the public? When I clicked on the “Dormant Accounts Fund Disbursement to
Date” link on the home page, the site was blocked. I could not find out where the money was
going. When I clicked on “Dormant Accounts Fund Profile”, it was blocked as well. I am
nervous that this could be a secret organisation that is unwilling to let the public know where
the money is going.

For this reason among other others, I am pleased the Minister has introduced this legislation,
given the valid points I have made. With the removal of the board, the Minister will take more
control of the fund. This is the key reason that I welcome the legislation.

I am pleased to get the Acting Chairman back on track.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Peter Mathews): I thank Deputy Lawlor.

Deputy Eamonn Maloney: The earlier Bill was enacted in 2005 and I am in favour of it in
principle. Difficult as it sometimes is for people on this side of the House to credit the other
side, the dormant accounts fund was one of the previous Government’s better initiatives. Since
examples of the large amount of valuable work it has done have been cited by other Deputies,
I will not repeat them. As someone who represents a largely working class constituency, I can
testify to the volume of good work done thanks to the investment of the money in the com-
munity. Its work has always been appreciated by local organisations and projects in disadvan-
taged areas.

I have a strong opinion that the Minister of State, Deputy McGinley, might take on board
concerning the criteria used when deciding on the status of a bank account, insurance policy,
etc. The timeframe is 15 years. Given what we now know, this could be reduced to ten years.
This opinion, which I have held for some time, is based on discussions that were held in the
House before the Acting Chairman and I became Members.

Like other Deputies, I am glad that the board will be integrated into the Department. This
is the right approach and will lead to a saving. Although €200,000 is not a substantial saving to
some, it is a valuable amount in the current climate, particularly given the hardships being
suffered by some projects.

I support the amending legislation. That any future structure must be published and laid
before the House is good and transparent. I have always viewed the dormant accounts fund as
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being unique, in that it is the only example of wealth sharing in Ireland. It takes from a pot of
money that comes from people who, as we all know, are usually better off than others. I hope
my next comment is taken in a humorous spirit. The fund is the only opportunity for the less
well-off to benefit from those who have more. The irony is that most of the latter are dead and
do not have any say in making the contribution but the money goes where it should.

I support the Bill. For those organisations that will benefit from the fund, this is a welcome
amendment.

Deputy John McGuinness: I welcome the opportunity to contribute on and support the Bill.
I commend the Minister on restructuring the board and giving the House a greater input into
how the money is spent and how it is accounted for. That is how it should be not just in respect
of this board, but in terms of most boards. The sooner we make the House relevant to their
activities, the better it is for democracy and transparency.

Deputy Buttimer has left the House but I thank him for his kind remarks. As with the
Deputy, I like the concept of small government and keeping government out of small business
as much as is possible or practical. The reform to which he referred was promised in the context
of the general election and is welcome. As we get on track, we can introduce similar reforms
in other Departments. If they work in favour of the public, transparency and accountability,
the sooner we introduce legislation to commence that change, the better.

Deputy Buttimer referred to the past 14 years. It is easy for the Government to point to the
various failures of that time. There are bound to be many failures in any 14-year period. We
know what they were. However, we need to remember the positives, for example, the RAPID
programme and the dormant accounts fund. The latter was positive, in that it spent and distrib-
uted moneys to communities. Compared with lottery grants, the smaller amounts distributed
by the fund had the greater effect in local communities.

The last general election and the previous local government election brought to light the
devastation in communities in my constituency. A number of housing estates had grown mar-
ginalised. In one estate in Kilkenny, the unemployment rate was 85%. Central to this issue is
the need for good community structures. For example, a good family resource centre can make
a significant difference. A community centre in the old sense of the term can also make a
significant difference. Many of the family resource centres established in the past 14 years have
made positive contributions and have expanded the range of services they provide to their
communities. This was made possible by tapping into national lottery grants initially and, more
importantly, dormant accounts.

It is not always the case that these accounts have been abandoned by rich people. They are
bank accounts that can be reclaimed through this scheme at any time, yet they are important
in terms of their positive impact on local communities and services. Given the pot of money
that has built up in dormant accounts over the years, it might be no harm for the Minister of
State to consider the question of the corporate responsibility of large companies and, to a
certain degree, the issue of philanthropy. Although most of the financial institutions are in
serious difficulty, some continue to make profits and, along with individuals, may wish to con-
tribute to society in some way. This is a vehicle they could consider using for their contributions.
It is well managed and its funds make a positive impact by going directly to the individuals or
organisations concerned. It would be worthwhile to involve others in contributing to the dor-
mant accounts fund. If we want to be all-inclusive and citizen centred, those who are well off
could be given an opportunity to contribute in this way.

I commend those who have served on boards over the years and I do not refer to anyone
personally when I say that the number of quangos has to be dramatically reduced. If boards
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are necessary, perhaps a single board should cover a range of activities. I am sure that can be
provided for legally. The administration of a company could be undertaken through this single
board as the quangos are abolished.

The Bill provides that the Houses of the Oireachtas shall have 21 days to debate proposals
made by the Minister. I welcome the political commitment to bring decision making power
back to this House.

I agree with other speakers that the overly bureaucratic approach taken by Pobal needs to
be challenged. Guidelines need to be set out clearly so that the staff of that agency understand
not only the need to examine, scrutinise and account for money, but also the need to be less
bureaucratic with organisations that deliver within the community. The removal of the board
addresses some of the problems which the McCarthy report identified.

At a time of limited money, we need to focus as much as possible on communities that find
themselves marginalised in some way. We speak about reskilling and preparing individuals
for employment but we must support communities that have experienced unemployment for
generations. The children of some families have not seen their parents, or even grandparents,
at work for many years. The dormant accounts fund has supported a number of projects which
have successfully broken the cycle. We need to recreate that success in other areas that have
been badly affected. This is the only way we can restore individuals’ dignity and pride in their
communities. It will also help them to understand the need to build up their communities for
the next generation so that the devastation inflicted on housing estates throughout the country
can be repaired.

In the past we looked to FÁS and other agencies to create social employment but the sugges-
tions must now come from the communities themselves. The dormant accounts fund enables
us to do that. We will have a greater chance of success if we look to the communities for the
projects they want to champion instead of taking a top-down approach. I have seen how suc-
cessful the community approach can be in the RAPID areas of Kilkenny city. Areas that were
once vandalised have been put to positive use by the community. I am familiar with individuals
who managed to turn their lives around by participating in education schemes, family resource
projects and community centres and are now making a positive contribution to their communi-
ties. The focus has to be on rebuilding communities. Anyone who read the book, Bowling
Alone, will realise that the processes it describes are starting to reverse because people are
becoming more interested in working together to find solutions to their own problems.

I also hope funding will be provided to deal with the growing problem of drug abuse. I never
thought I would see families who are well respected in my parish devastated by heroin. Drug
abuse was previously associated with the bigger cities but it can now be found in most small
urban settlements. The response over the years has not been perfect. Aislinn, which caters for
the entire country from its base in Ballyragget in County Kilkenny, runs a deficit every year.
It has been hugely successful in using an American model to help individuals break the cycle
of drink and drug abuse but at the end of the year it has to raise as much as €100,000 to make
ends meet. The Government needs to step in to make it possible for organisations like Aislinn
to apply for money to deal with the problem of drug abuse. They should also be given the
opportunity to apply for further funding to expand their services in order to deal with the
problem before it grows further. There is no funding available at present to deal with the next
phase of the problem.

Aislinn is an example of a successful organisation which has always encountered difficulty in
raising the funds it requires. The dormant accounts fund could easily be activated to fund this
project and others like it. I appeal to the Minister to include sufficient flexibility in his plan to
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cater for such projects. Aislinn has grown out of the community in response to an extremely
serious problem. Drug abuse affects not only the individual with the habit, but also the next
generation, the family unit and the community. I have seen too much of it to ignore it.

Another area on which we should focus relates to the community. It relates to youth affairs
generally, activity around youth, the funding for those who fall out of the system and are not
in education or are only partly in education and who are looking for an alternative means of
participating in society and educating themselves and having a positive role. I have mentioned
the Fr. McGrath Centre in Kilkenny on numerous occasions. It began as a family resource
centre and then delivered a number of information and communications technology projects.
It allowed younger people within that marginalised community to skills themselves for school
through the homework club, etc., and to become prepared to continue in school such that the
majority of those are now completing their leaving certificate examinations which never hap-
pened there before. That only became possible through the various grants the centre received
from Government and particularly the occasional grant it received from the dormant
accounts fund.

While I have made criticism here, the work of Pobal has been positive and proves that the
dormant account scheme works. It has a record of funding projects that continue to be success-
ful in their communities. The Bill will not damage that and will make it more cost effective to
do business. I hope it will make it less bureaucratic to do business with Pobal and the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government. It will give greater participation
to the House in terms of the debate. New and better ideas may emerge in the debate we will
have on the plan. In that reforming and inclusive way the Minister might consider the different
proposals coming from all sides of the House.

In terms of accountability, I note the outgoing board will make its report, which will come
to the Committee of Public Accounts. I look forward to seeing that report, particularly in the
light of some of the criticism I have heard in this House concerning the availability of the
report itself and regarding the numerous audits that the board seems to have put itself through
at some cost.

The general local government fund and any funding for local government should come under
the remit of the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General. There should be one auditor
and every cent of taxpayers’ money should be subject to the Comptroller and Auditor General,
including local government. The Minister should consider that reform. The Committee of
Public Accounts has asked for it and I believe it is a step that could be taken very quickly in
order to restore confidence in the system generally. It would give greater accountability across
the system. The Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General along with the Committee of
Public Accounts are central to reporting to this House. That is another essential reform at
this stage.

Deputy David Stanton: I pay compliment to Deputy McGuinness because, as always, he
speaks considerable sense and I agree with much of what he said.

Colleagues have reflected on something that happened earlier today when Taoiseach made
an announcement in the House about the referendum. It is important that more such announce-
ments are made here in the Chamber so that Deputies here get an opportunity to be the first
people to debate and discuss such very important issues. Over the years we have seen ever
more power, authority and responsibility being devolved from this Chamber and from Deputies
elected by the people to unelected boards which in many cases are unaccountable or hard to
get to account to the House and to the democratic process. I am not saying that is the case
with this particular board, which has done considerable good work. One of the reasons for
dissolving this board is that the fund has reduced. When the dormant accounts fund was initially
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established, I felt it would be time limited because the money would run out after a while,
which is what is happening now.

However, we need to consider other issues. The dormant accounts legislation enabled taking
money from accounts that were unused for a number of years and put it at the disposal of the
State. As colleagues have said, considerable good has come from this and many communities
have benefited, continue to benefit and will benefit into the future. However, we must not
forget that this money is not owned by the State. The money legally belongs to account holders,
who have the right to claim back the money in time. I am not sure whether they can claim a
refund on any interest that might have accrued. Perhaps when the Minister is summing up he
might clarify that point.

In other jurisdictions great effort is put into trying to reunite owners of property with
unclaimed property. In the United States, for instance, every state has an unclaimed property
agency. Obviously, the United States is much bigger than Ireland and has considerably more
wealth. It makes considerable efforts to reunite unclaimed property with the rightful owners.
The financial institutions here have that responsibility. Once that money transfers to the State
here, how much effort is put into informing people that they might have money, property or
wealth that is legally theirs and that they are entitled to claim it?

Deputy McGuinness alluded to the need to fight poverty. I would go further than that and,
as Chairman of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Women’s Rights, one
of the issues about which I am concerned is the need to fight crime and more importantly to
fight the causes of crime. That is one thing the dormant accounts fund can do and does.

I bring to the attention of the House another method that might not be as fruitful now as it
might have been a number of years ago when I first raised it. This is the issue of escheatment,
which relates to a state taking unclaimed dividends. A person who receives a dividend cheque
of €2 or €3 will often not bother cashing it. Those moneys can lie in the accounts of corpor-
ations, banks and so on and eventually be claimed back into the bank or corporation. In other
countries the principle of escheatment is quite advanced and it could be considered here also.
Now that we are discussing dormant accounts we may need to consider broadening the ways
of claiming properties that are lying idle. I mentioned dividends, but other unclaimed funds
exist. This is a well-known procedure in the United States and to a lesser extent in other
countries such as Australia, India and so on. It is taken seriously in America and the US
Securities and Exchange Commission has issued guidelines to US quoted companies on it. It
appears that all states have established escheatment laws based on underlying federal statutes.
Individual states are entitled to control the escheated assets belonging to residents or former
residents of a particular state. There is also a strict fines system where companies fail to comply
with their filing obligations. The definition of escheatable property is wide and not limited to
quoted companies, but it includes any category of asset where the beneficial owner has either
not received the funds or not claimed them. That issue could be examined in the broader
scheme of things.

I know that the Minister is interested in philanthropy. Although philanthropy in Ireland has
grown rapidly in the past decade, it is still in its infancy and it will face severe headwinds in
the coming years with the situation in the economy. As in all countries, the non-profit sector
is large and growing. One count estimates that there are 24,000 voluntary organisations in
Ireland, of which more than 7,500 are registered charities. We must examine the charities sector
as well. I am keen to see a regulator appointed to the charities sector, which employs 63,000
people. Obviously, the sector here is a good deal smaller than other countries such as the
United States where there are more than 1 million public charities and where three out of four
people donate. I know the Minister is interested in encouraging philanthropy to bring out the
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best in people. Deputy McGuinness referred to this earlier. We must build capacity and
increase the level of skills of those working in the sector.

I welcome the Bill. We must begin to scrutinise other boards to establish whether we can
downsize or amalgamate them. Many boards are rather large and have many members. I ques-
tion why some of them are so large. Now is possibly the time to amalgamate some of these
boards, downsize them and give them more than one function if we decide to retain them. It
is important that responsibility and accountability is devolved to the House and, in particular,
to the committees of the House because this is where real accountability lies.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I am delighted to have an opportunity to speak on the Dormant
Accounts (Amendment) Bill. The dormant accounts board originated from the DIRT inquiry
and has raised hundreds of millions of euro. It carried out very good work. When I was Minister
we decided this was one quango too many. The dormant accounts board was set up because
the usual allegations made about slush funds and so on were being made with regard to the
possibility of the Government disbursing the fund. Several years ago, we amended the Act and
transferred the giving out of the funds from the independent board to the Department. The
board was in place as a general oversight body that drew up the dormant accounts plan.
However, the actual disbursement was an issue for the Government. It is fine to have an
independent board. My complaint at the time, which in hindsight was a wise complaint, was
that it was giving out far too much in current funding. If one gives a two year project funding,
after the two years is up the project will come with the hand out looking for a further two
years and a further two years again. A problem would then arise because one creates extra
liabilities on the State. We now know the danger of creating continuing liabilities on the State.

I always took the view that the vast majority of dormant accounts funding should go to
capital projects. The reason we took that function away from the board was to ensure we had
control over the fundamental issue of sustainability into the long term without Exchequer
funding. The categories involved included educational disadvantage, social and economic disad-
vantage and disability. By their nature, few of these projects would become self-sustaining in
a business manner. Therefore, if one ran a programme that was good, either it would be
required to get more dormant accounts funding, although it was not meant to be repeat dor-
mant accounts funding, or one would have to move on to Exchequer funding. We know now
the consequences of ever increasing commitments of Exchequer funding.

In the first stage the Department moved to take over the disbursement. Several committees
were formed. Pobal vetted the projects and brought them to the committees, several of which
I chaired. We examined the proposals from Pobal at these committees. Often, if we were
unsatisfied with a proposal to fund or to refuse funding we discussed it with the agencies
involved and we asked them to revisit it. By doing so we avoided what some Deputies might
have been concerned about, that is, decisions made on the back of an envelope without
proper evaluation.

On the other hand, leaving it to the agency and not having a committee and a political input
would have thrown up significant difficulties as well. I remember one case where a project
came for a respite building. It was a flagship project and half the money for it was to come
from the community involved through flag days and genuine non-State resources. They sought
to build a respite centre for people with mental disabilities. Pobal recommended refusal on the
grounds that there was no clear demand for the respite centre stated on the application form.
The only reason it was not stated was that it was so obvious that the promoters, a well-known
body involved in disability, figured they did not need to make the case too strongly. The HSE
was at the committee and its view was that it should be funded. A reasonable suggestion was
agreed to the effect that Pobal would reinvestigate whether the services would be used and
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whether there would be a demand for them. They have been used since then and there is
always a demand when it comes to people with disabilities. We were providing a building
that would be considerably more efficient and built to a higher standard than what was in
place previously.

There were few complaints during my time as Minister in terms of the process of giving out
the money. When the debate started about the quangos we decided that the oversight should
be in this House, just as Deputy Stanton has suggested. I am not in favour of the idea we
sometimes throw out among each other that the last people we trust are each other. That has
done no one on any side of the House any service. It is easy to check every step that every
Minister carries out in the disbursement of money through the freedom of information process.
If one believes it is unfair, there are many committees for oversight.

Over the years all of us have gone to Ministers on the other side of the House to speak for
a good project. When I was a Minister, if anyone came to me on that basis, I would have taken
it into account. If something was recommended for refusal, I would sometimes check with the
local Deputies whether they thought it was a right or wrong decision. We bring a knowledge
which is incomparable because we are all on the ground. This is especially the case if we are
willing to be somewhat interparty about these issues in our consultations to reinforce whether
we are making the right decisions.

The board has been magnificent. It has done its job thoroughly with great efficiency and at
very low cost. I would particularly like to thank Mr. Michael Morley, the chairman of the
board, who has been one of the best chairpersons of any State board. He brought to the board
a wealth of skill and knowledge about money from his professional life, but also brought a
wealth of knowledge about the community sector because of his involvement in the community.
It was difficult to get somebody skilled in both of those spheres. The rest of the board also put
in significant time.

At a time people were complaining about there being 400 quangos and despite the fact
nobody could complain about the work of the board, it was our view that the board was
superfluous to need and that there was no need for a statutory board to do the work that
remained, because the plan was simple and focused. Another factor is that the amount of
money coming in now is much less than previously. I understand that last year some €38 million
came in and that half of that is going out again. Therefore, the account has approximately €20
million a year to disburse.

This leads to the next issue with which we must deal, and I hope the Minister will arrange
for this to be taken on board in an amendment. I was working on this issue when I was Minister.
I recall the first time I went over to the Department of Finance. Money was going out, but
money was coming in from a non-Exchequer source in accrual at the bottom of the Estimates.
Therefore, there was no net expenditure. I asked whether we could increase the spend and was
told we could not, because all of the dormant account money was considered a liability. This
is farcical, considering that in ten years of getting in this money, the outgoing has never
exceeded what comes into the account. It is farcical that all of the money coming into the
account, some of it from as far back as 1800 and something — which was unclaimed in the
banks — is considered to be a liability on the State.

This is ridiculous. We suggest the State could have a windfall profit or reduction of its debt
of approximately €400 million tomorrow if it came to an agreement on this. It could say that
anybody who put money into a bank and suddenly remembered the money was there, was
entitled to repayment, which is in fact the case, and that these people would have the first call
on the money that comes in this year. It could say that if by some freak circumstance the
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amount of money being reclaimed was greater than what was coming into the account, which
has never been the case, these people could have the first call on the dormant account money
coming in the following year.

Like Deputy Stanton, I do not understand how €30 million a year continues to come into
the account. I have suspicions of how these bank accounts arise, but I can dream on because I
do not know for certain, since nobody showed me the bank accounts in question. However,
the money keeps rolling in. Therefore, it seems reasonable that the State could say its liability
to the big fund is wiped away, despite the fact that people are entitled to repayment of their
money. People who are due reclaims can get their money from the bank in the normal way
before their accounts becomes dormant, because the bank is meant to contact people a number
of times before declaring their accounts dormant. If after their accounts are declared dormant,
people suddenly remember their money, they would have first call on the money coming in
from dormant accounts before it is disbursed through the dormant accounts fund.

If the Minister feels this is too radical, he could provide for a reserve fund in the dormant
accounts or could decide to reserve money for another five years and keep those moneys
parked and frozen for possible repayment. I do not believe anybody would ever draw from
that reserve fund, but if it were a concern, the Minister could make that arrangement to be
doubly sure there would not be a risk of somebody not being repaid his or her money. The
idea that all the people who ever had a dormant account would come in claiming all this money
is beyond reason. We know the banks have written off coinage and notes over the years that
got lost from people’s pockets, fell down drains or whatever and that this came as a windfall
profit to the State and the Exchequer. We know that can be done, although technically that
money could be found and reclaimed. However, everybody knows that is not going to happen,
although if people find some old legal tender, they can take it to the Central Bank and get
money for it. Common sense in this regard could save the Government significant money. Now
more than ever, it would be good to free up this dormant account money so that the Depart-
ment of Finance need not argue that if it gives out €20 million from the dormant accounts fund
this year, that is a €20 million liability for the State. If it wrote off all of the fund, apart from
the incoming moneys and the money put aside as a reserve, it would still have considerable
money to spend.

I suggest this money should be spent in two ways. First, it should be spent on flagship
projects. Flagship projects are for educational, social and economic disadvantage and for dis-
ability, and all funding provided should be capital funding only, which was my intention when
this fund was set up. Providing money for flagship project allows the Government to provide
that if a community can, for example, collect €250,000 for a project, it can then apply to the
dormant accounts fund for that same amount. What ever the community collected, it could
collect the same again from the account. We insisted that none of the funding for these flagship
projects could be State funding. In other words it could not be HSE funding or whatever or
the Government would not match it. It should be genuine private funding.

We found that much of the funds raised by communities came to disability groups, who
constantly collect money. They are fantastic at collecting money and love the idea of doubling
their money for a project they have in mind. Funding for a particular project in Limerick came
from a philanthropist well known to many people. Fantastic facilities have been built as a result
of this method of fund-raising. People collecting funds could say to the people they were asking
to put money in their boxes that for every euro they succeeded in collecting, they would get
another euro to back it. That is a huge stimulus to encourage people to give. Despite the
downturn in the economy, it is extraordinary how willing people are to give money. I heard
recently about a fund-raising effort for a hospital after a young child died in Connemara. A
day was spent fund-raising with a sponsored cycle and walk and a sum of approximately €30,000
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was raised. That was raised in one day. There are people who will give and all of us know that.
Despite hard times, these people are more than willing to give. However, it is a real incentive
to people to give if they are told the money collected will be doubled. It would be worth the
Minister’s while to look at the list of projects that were done by this method.

The Minister should focus — I would do this if I were Minister — on using dormant accounts
funding every year to provide discretionary funding to the RAPID areas for small projects.
The RAPID areas are the most socially and economically deprived areas in this country and
by definition fall into the category of what is eligible for dormant account funding. I found that
when I provided €100,000 funding to Pobal for RAPID areas, Pobal went and decided to give
that money out to small projects within these disadvantaged areas. It might have provided
funding just for a set of uniforms for a band or equipment for a sports club, but the money
made a great difference to the lives of people, particularly young people on whom funding
was focused.

7 o’clock

It gave people a sense of ownership of RAPID. There was a point in going to RAPID
committee meetings because there was something to do, such as a firm decision to make. It
was not just about co-ordinating Government agencies. By providing €5,000 here or €2,000

there, one could help all the small projects that find it hard to raise money in
these areas. I have noticed that something makes it easier to collect money for
causes — football clubs, etc. — in rural areas of the county. It is much harder to

get financial support in deprived urban areas. The approach we were taking was not costing us
a huge amount of money. It would be worthwhile for the Government to consider adopting
this approach again.

This Bill will have to be passed in order to do all of what I have said. That is fine. The board
does not change what I am talking about. The liability issue will have to be dealt with if it is
to be possible to start giving out the money again. In my view, it is more of a mental block
than a real block. After that has been dealt with, the Government should decide to use this
funding in areas of social and economic disadvantage, rather than dispersing it in a scattergun
manner throughout the country. As we did previously, we should focus the funds mainly on
the RAPID programme. The rest of it should be allocated through another flagship scheme
for capital projects. This will suit the disability groups, in particular. Half of the money will
come from box-shaking or philanthropy and the other half will come from the dormant
accounts.

I welcome this Bill. More than at any other time, we need to be creative now. We should
work together in the interests of people. I hope the amendments we will propose will be
accepted in that spirit. If the wording of an amendment is not right on Committee Stage — it
never is when one is in opposition — perhaps the Government will come forward with an
equivalent amendment to deal with these issues.

Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: I welcome the opportunity to speak on this Bill. Before Deputy
Ó Cuív leaves the Chamber, I would like to say I agree with much of what he has said. While
we might have our differences on the disposal of effluent and sewage, I agree with almost
everything he has said on this occasion. I know he speaks with much experience in this area.
It is obvious that he enjoyed his time in the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs. He probably has some unfinished business in this respect. I acknowledge the work he
did on this matter when he was a Minister. It would be for him to take a potshot for the sake
of it. I am sure he is keen to go for his spuds.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I have to speak on a television programme.
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Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: The points made by Deputies Ó Cuív and Stanton on the role
of the Oireachtas in the distribution of public funds are important. I have said previously that
we could be abolishing this country’s quangos at a much faster rate. We need to dissolve many
quangos quickly. We should restore to the Oireachtas the powers that were given to it when it
was originally established, including the power to levy taxes and distribute funds. It is difficult
to explain the role of an elected representative to people. Deputy Ó Cuív was right when he
suggested that Deputies on all sides of the House approach Ministers of all parties to look for
the best deals they can get for their constituencies. That is our prerogative and our entitlement.
We are put in here to get the best possible deals for our constituencies. To that end, we
approach those Ministers who have discretion over certain aspects of funding. When a Minister
reports to the House by placing on the public record a memorandum of how he or she has
distributed funds, he or she can be questioned on that at an Oireachtas committee or on the
floor of the Dáil. When that accounting factor is removed from elected representatives, the
role of the Oireachtas is diluted and, in a sense, some democracy is removed from the system.
It is a way of taking a step away from those who have ultimate responsibility for the dispersal
of public moneys — the Members of the Oireachtas.

The initiative being taken by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government in removing a layer of quangos from the system must be recognised as a good
thing. Nobody wants to cast an aspersion on the previous board. Although I do not know the
members of that board, I am sure they did a good job. Everyone who spoke before me acknow-
ledged the role of the board. I suppose it would be unfair of me not to thank it for the role it
played. It is important to bear in mind that this is just one Bill. It is unfortunate that legislation
is required to abolish this board. It would be better if it could be done faster and more
efficiently. Having said that, I hope the Bill before the House will be passed speedily.

I recently attended a meeting at which the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government demonstrated that a multiplicity of boards, project teams, groups, organis-
ations and companies limited by guarantee are being funded by one agency or Department or
another. It is really a spider’s web. To be honest, we need to reduce the plethora of quangos
much more quickly. Much more legislation needs to come before the House to abolish these
quangos and restore the central role of the Houses of the Oireachtas, which is supposed to be
responsible for these matters in the first instance. Deputy Ó Cuív was right to say that any
decisions on the distribution of funding will ultimately rest with the Minister. I suggest that the
Oireachtas committees have an enhanced role in this regard. There is a danger that the commit-
tees will become talking shops. Ministers are dismantling the layers of quangos and talking
shops. I think they should take suggestions on board before they present their findings to
the committees.

I have a personal interest in the RAPID programme, which was mentioned by Deputy Ó
Cuív. Before the previous Government left office, it identified Rathkeale, County Limerick, as
one of the towns that would benefit from the programme. Deputy Ó Cuív was right to point
to the educational, social and cultural benefits of the RAPID programme in addressing disad-
vantage and helping people with disabilities. I will give the House an indication of the types of
projects that were identified by the group that came together to promote the programme in
Rathkeale. They identified that funding was required by the boxing club, the scouts, the com-
munity centre, the local GAA club, the youth café and the community crèche. Anybody who
is familiar with the demographics of Rathkeale will know it is unique in the sense that a large
percentage of its population are members of the Traveller community. They live cheek by jowl
with the members of the settled community as they go about their daily lives. Since I was
elected to this House, I have had many positive engagements with the community council and
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community representatives in Rathkeale. The common objective of people from both com-
munities is the advancement of the town.

Deputy Ó Cuív was right when he said it is often much easier to collect money in rural areas
than in disadvantaged urban areas. There was a false dawn in Rathkeale recently when a
circular somehow managed to get out from the Department. It did not relate to Rathkeale
alone. It suggested that towns with identified projects would be able to avail of a €100,000
grant. For some reason, that did not transpire. I would like to echo Deputy Ó Cuív’s sentiments
in one respect. When the next tranche of funding is made available, I ask the Minister to
consider towns that are stuck in a logjam on the RAPID conveyor belt as they wait for funding
to be approved. Rather than opening the programme to other plausible and worthy projects,
the most recent set of projects that were identified and approved by the Department should
be approved for funding in the first instance. In other words, that towns like Rathkeale and
Ballina in County Mayo and other such places, would be the first towns to benefit from this
funding. I am somewhat surprised that this source of funding is continuing. The Department
and the individual banks will endeavour to identify the source of these dormant accounts but
be that as it may, they are a welcome source of funding. I refer to the late Jim Mitchell, God
be good to him, and the legacy of his report of the DIRT inquiry which resulted in this source
of funding for legitimate projects which are tackling social or economic disadvantage or projects
in the disability sector. The advantage of this funding is that it is outside mainstream depart-
mental funding and it is helping projects which are worthy but for which there would not be
mainstream funding available. In an ideal world these projects would be funded without ques-
tion but we are constrained by economic problems and such projects are of necessity put on
the back burner. Therefore, this source of funding is much appreciated but it needs to be
channelled at a faster rate.

Previous speakers referred to the notion of matching funding. I have first-hand knowledge
of rural communities in particular and there is no shortage of people prepared to put shoulders
to the wheel when the call is made. If matching departmental, RAPID or dormant accounts
funding is available, those communities will not be found wanting. In my constituency I can
cite hundreds of examples of people who have sold raffle tickets and undertaken sponsored
walks, for example, to make up the matching funding for projects.

It is no secret that in my constituency we are very fortunate to have somebody of the charac-
ter of JP McManus who has done a tremendous amount of work for the voluntary and charity
sector in County Limerick and further afield, but specifically in his own county of Limerick.
We are fortunate to have a philanthropist of his stature prepared to lead very good projects
which are desperately needed in communities across Limerick city and county and for which
he deserves much credit. I wish to take this opportunity to thank him on behalf of everybody
who has availed of a service in which he has been directly or indirectly involved. Philanthropy
is regarded as a buzzword for corporate or banking institutions who are taking a new-found
interest in their communities but in County Limerick, long before the word “philanthropy”
came into the lexicon of Dáil Éireann or anywhere else, we had somebody of the calibre of JP
McManus who was always there when the local community needed him and for this we can be
very grateful.

I have written to the Department and I have discussed with the Minister, Deputy Hogan,
the need for this funding to be used where it could make a real difference, which is in the town
of Rathkeale. I may be labouring the point but I implore the Minister of State in the strongest
terms to make the town a priority. There is no other town in the country that can compare to
it in terms of its social fabric. Equally, there is no other town in the country that could compare
to it in terms of the community spirit and community involvement and the get-up-and-go atti-
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tude of its people and the various groups who are busy, night after night, working with the
young people, people on the margins of society, the elderly or those with a disability. Funding
under the RAPID programme was announced by the previous Government but this announce-
ment was revoked. The people need certainty and I implore the Minister of State to do some-
thing for them during the next 12 months.

It is projected that there will be a saving of €1.7 million following the abolition of the board
and the transfer of powers to the Minister. This is a starting point and other Departments and
Ministers need to start looking into their own filing cabinets and introducing legislation to
abolish a few quangos. The country has a massive budget deficit and people are expecting to
see more change but they are also expecting to see the Houses of the Oireachtas functioning
for the purpose for which we are all elected, to be accountable for taxpayers’ money. This Bill
is one aspect of that responsibility. Every Department contains an agency with responsibility
for spending public moneys but which is not accountable to the Houses of the Oireachtas, as
a Minister would be. Such bodies are invariably asked to appear before the Committee of
Public Accounts to explain what went wrong.

I welcome this Bill which allows for money to be used but there needs to be a greater level
of involvement. I agree with Deputy Ó Cuív that it would be marvellous if these arrangements
could be depoliticised. For example, there should be an opportunity for all Deputies, from all
sides of the House, to bring forward their ideas in respect of their own constituencies or of
particular projects or interests. This should not be confined to the dormant accounts. Former
Ministers with responsibility for sport gave out State moneys like snuff at a wake and used it
almost as a personal fund to ensure their party was re-elected into government. This left a sour
taste in the mouths of many people. The day the line Minister with responsibility for expendi-
ture gives the House an account of his decisions will be a day to be commended.

The dormant accounts fund is decreasing but a stream of money is still coming in so plans
need to be in place constantly and those projects which have been stalled need to be given
priority. I refer to the role of Pobal in this disbursement of funds. Pobal and the local authorities
need to be involved in the process because if the board is dissolved, it is important to use these
bodies to find out where this funding should be allocated. I refer to the role of the Oireachtas
which is paramount. The presentation to a committee and, ultimately, to the House, of a report
both before and after the allocation of funding is very important.

This is a good piece of legislation which will enhance the communities which it is designed
to serve, those which are most disadvantaged. Once again I make a special plea for the town
of Rathkeale in west Limerick which was promised funding on two occasions and unfortunately
it has hit a road block in this regard. I implore the Minister of State to impress on the Minister
for the Environment, Community and Local Government, the importance of delivering to that
town and the need to show that town, its community council, its local representatives and its
people that the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, is behind
it and that it acknowledges the work of organisations such as West Limerick Resources and
Limerick County Council, in trying to bridge the difficulties. I ask the Department to acknowl-
edge the work of the community in enhancing their locality and in building a social infrastruc-
ture which will benefit future generations. Everybody in Rathkeale would welcome this
acknowledgement.

Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I compliment the previous speakers. Before I came to the
Chamber I listened to the contributions on my office monitor and many valuable points were
made by other speakers in this debate. I thank the Technical Group for allowing me the facility
of using some of their time to speak on this very important Bill.

75



Dormant Accounts (Amendment) Bill 28 February 2012. 2011 [Seanad]: Second Stage (Resumed)

[Deputy Michael Healy-Rae.]

It would be remiss of any of us when talking about the dissolution of a board such as this
not to acknowledge and thank the members of the board who have served over the years since
its establishment in January 2006. We must thank politicians on all sides of the House who
worked to ensure the board was set up to distribute these funds and to raise the whole concept
of using the money because the funny thing about money is that it is worth nothing unless it is
put to use. Having money lying in dormant bank accounts year after year was sinful when it
could be put to good use and I compliment the uses to which it has been put. Many projects,
some of which have been referred to this evening, have benefited greatly from this unused
money.

Not too many people have come rushing to claim back their money, even though the facility
is there and will be kept. If anybody comes along and says it is his or her money, he or she will
get it.

We are not dealing with a bottomless pit and it will eventually come to an end but now more
than ever, we must ensure the money is put to good use. I have every confidence in the Minister
and in the political system to ensure the money will be put to good use. Having said that, the
situation has changed a lot. When the Dormant Accounts Board was set up in 2006, Ireland
was a completely different place. We were led to believe everybody had plenty of money and
the gravy train would roll on but now we must be ever more prudent, shrewd and careful in
the distribution of this money. As we all know the austerity measures are hitting home in a
real and hard way.

I wish to speak about where the money will go. I respect the previous speaker who made a
pitch for an individual case as he had every right to do. No doubt he was making a very valid
case for a place about which I know a lot because I used to go through it every Friday and
Sunday on my way to Pallaskenry many years ago.

When it comes to the spend, we must adopt a bottom up approach, about which Deputy Ó
Cuív already spoke. He stated that community groups, in particular in rural areas, are excellent
at raising funds, especially if they believe they will get matching funding. If people believe the
money they raise for a club or whatever will be doubled, it really gives them an incentive.

A report over the weekend stated that 68,000 jobs could possibly be lost in the community
and voluntary sector because of the austerity measures and the cutbacks in funding. The type
of work being done in our communities, which was not done before — for example, crèches,
day care centres, before and after school clubs, tidy town committees, care of the elderly,
dealing with issues of crime and rural transport — benefited from funding. Funding is drying
up and the Government is introducing cutbacks which are really starting to hit home. We
must be ever more vigilant in ensuring we get value for every euro spent from the dormant
accounts fund.

Money may have to be spent in ways we might not like. Deputy Ó Cuív referred to capital
projects — in other words, not using the money for the day-to-day running of services. If the
money must be used for the day-to-day running of services which perhaps might otherwise
close, it is important the Minister takes a hands on approach and says that he might not like
using the money in this way but that if he does not have any other choice and if it is available
to him, that is what he will do. I am sure the Government would get support from all sides of
the House in taking such a decision. It is not ideal but we are not living in an ideal world.
Things are not normal at present and they will not be normal for a long time. Ministers might
find themselves having to do things which are not ideal.

I very much welcome today’s announcement on rural transport made by the Minister of
State, Deputy Kelly. It must be teased out further as there are aspects of what he proposes
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which are not yet clear but broadly speaking, the Government seems to be tackling an issue
which I raised before Christmas with the Minister of State, Deputy Kelly. I stated that some
action would have to be taken in regard to transport in rural Ireland. He responded positively
at the time and the Government has acted on it in that there is now talk of a hackney service
being made available in rural areas.

I am not straying off the point of this Bill but am trying to tie the two together. In the
disbursement of the funds, if it was deemed necessary that some of these funds should be used
for rural transport, that would not be ideal or what we might like to use the money for but, in
the absence of other funding, if it would help to keep rural Ireland alive and vibrant and if it
would help elderly people living in rural locations, it is something we would all very much
support.

There is social deprivation in rural Ireland because of a number of issues. Elderly bachelors
are staying at home and are not going out. The reason they are not going out is because of
changes to drink driving laws. It has publicly been stated that it is leading to suicides. This
matter has been discussed even by county coroners. In County Kerry, our coroner stated in
recent times that he believes this type of social isolation is leading to elderly people committing
suicide, which is unusual.

Given the austerity measures, the Government may find that some of the dormant accounts
money should be used for things such as the rural transport initiative, on which I complimented
the Government. It was announced today by the Minister of State, Deputy Kelly, and I wel-
come it. It is a move in the right direction but the Government should not be afraid to use
some of the dormant accounts money for rural transport if it would help people living in
rural areas.

Debate adjourned.

Private Members’ Business

————

State Assets: Motion

Deputy Martin Ferris: I move:

“That Dáil Éireann:

— accepts that the Review Group on State Assets and Liabilities, chaired by Mr. Colm
McCarthy, did not provide adequate analysis or evidence to support its recom-
mendations to privatise State owned assets and enterprises;

— recognises that the sale of strategic successful self-financing commercial semi-State
assets is not in the public interest;

— further recognises that Bord Gáis and the ESB have invested heavily in first world
energy infrastructure across the island of Ireland, having the effect of safeguarding
the State’s energy security, creating tens of thousands of sustainable jobs and
benefitting hundreds of thousands of families over the decades;

— agrees that retaining the State’s 25% share in Aer Lingus is vital to ensure Ireland’s
connectivity to Europe, the US, and the rest of the world, and that guaranteeing
the future of the airline’s Heathrow slots by this retention is of strategic importance;
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— further agrees that Coillte is an important rural employer, particularly at the current
time, and that the sale of the company’s harvesting rights and any failure by the
State and the company to develop the massive potential of the forestry sector for
timber production, biomass and eco-tourism will be detrimental to the public
interest;

— accepts that using the proceeds from the sale of State assets for bank debt reduction
will not relieve the State’s national debt;

— further accepts that the sale of State assets is a short-term measure that will have
detrimental long-term economic, social and environmental costs;

— notes the potential economic, social and environmental benefits of commercial
semi-State companies have not yet been fully realised;

— further notes the avoidable damage to the economy and disruption in services for
consumers arising from industrial unrest resultant solely from the unnecessary sale
of strategic State assets;

— mandates the Government to replace NewERA with a Semi-State Strategy Group
to include chief executive officers from each of the commercial semi-State compan-
ies, with responsibility for delivering a strategic job creation and training project,
working directly with the Ministers for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Deputy
Richard Bruton, Social Protection, Deputy Joan Burton and Education and Skills,
Deputy Ruairí Quinn and reporting directly to the Taoiseach and the Joint Com-
mittee on Jobs, Social Protection and Education;

— instructs that all annual dividends paid to the State by commercial semi-State com-
panies must be reinvested into employment activation and training measures as
identified by the Semi-State Strategy Group and approved by the Taoiseach,
reporting to the Joint Committee on Jobs, Social Protection and Education; and

— rejects the Government’s decision to sell State assets.”

I propose to share time with Deputies Stanley, Crowe, Ó Caoláin, Colreavy and Ellis. As the
text of our motion states, we do not accept that the proposed sale of State assets announced
last week by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Howlin, is in the public
interest, nor do we accept that selling off such assets in order to pay off the bank debt is
justifiable. Apart from the fact that it involves selling off part of public companies that have
been built over many decades, it represents a waste of that money, given that it will mainly be
used not for any productive purpose but to pay off the gambling debts of people to whom we
owe nothing or, rather, to whom we ought to owe nothing and would owe nothing had those
massive debts not been foolishly taken on as part of the State’s sovereign debt.

The fact that the vast bulk of the proceeds of the asset sales will go to pay that debt also
exposes the spin that has been coming from the Government benches during and since the
election. We were assured by one of the parties opposite during that election that there would
be no sell-off of State assets at all. In fairness, Fine Gael said privatisation would be on the
cards but denied it would be part of addressing the bank debt problem.

In the programme for Government, Labour swallowed its pride, not for the first time, and
accepted a commitment to selling off €2 billion in value of State assets. We were assured that
no strategic assets would be sold off and that all of the proceeds would go towards job creation
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through public investment. We now realise how much those commitments were worth. Some
of those opposite who are now Labour Party Ministers had even spoken about Bord Gáis as
the jewel in the crown of the State sector. Seemingly, that jewel is to be broken apart, with the
shiniest part sold to privateers who will have the privilege of selling gas and electricity to the
consumer without having any responsibility for the gas or electricity networks.

After the massive investment in Bord Gáis, companies that had no part of that will be able
to come in and cherry pick the most profitable parts but leave the State with responsibility for
the supply side. Someone likened this to a person arriving to a market gardener and offering
him or her the price of the seeds planted months before in return for being able to sell the ripe
produce at full price. Surely only a fool would agree to such a bargain and yet that is exactly
what this Government is proposing to do. Perhaps that is worth the pat on the head it received
yesterday from the IMF, which specifically referred to the proposed sell-off.

However, it is also clear that while the IMF has promoted privatisation in other states where
it has intervened, including Greece, where it insisted on a higher target for asset sales than
originally agreed, there is ideological support for privatisation within the Government. That
was already clear from the Fine Gael manifesto and that party is happy to go along with the
similarly ideologically motivated agenda driven by Mr. Colm McCarthy who, despite having
been commissioned by the former Government, has seen his report by and large accepted by
the current Government.

While Fine Gael is consistent in this, it raises enormous questions regarding the Labour
Party and its long-standing alleged commitment to the public sector. There was universal con-
demnation last week of the proposed sell-off by the trade union movement. Jack O’Connor of
SIPTU described it as a tragedy for the Labour Party. I am sure he will excuse some of us
for not feeling that is the worse aspect of it. More than that, it is going to be a tragedy for
the country.

I trust also, that in the light of the Labour Party’s betrayal of one of its alleged core principles
— there cannot be many left now other than self-preservation — that we will not have the new
or old Liberty Hall festooned for the next election with Labour Party election propaganda, or
the pages of Liberty given over to the promotion Labour Party candidates.

Perhaps the most telling aspect of the announcement last week by the Minister, Deputy
Howlin, was the huge about-turn on the scale of the sale of State assets and the use of the
proceeds of such a sale. A target of €2 billion was setin the programme for Government with
a commitment to use it to finance a public jobs creation programme including the establishment
of NewERA, the merger of Bord na Móna and Coillte. Now we have been informed that the
target has increased to €3 billion and that only one third will go towards the promised public
investment programme and €2 billion towards the payment of bank debt. It is a climb-down,
to say the least.

Both parties have reneged on their firm commitment before, during and after the election
last year not to sell off any part of the State forestry agency, Coillte . Now they have decided
to sell as yet unspecified parts of Coillte although we were assured last week this will not
include the land under Coillte’s control. Given that we were previously told that no part of
Coillte would be sold off, we may be pardoned for taking that with a grain of salt. Suffice it to
say, selling the Coillte forestry or land would be a betrayal of a valuable national asset, albeit
one that, in common with other natural resources, has been underdeveloped over the history
of this State.

If the State harvests the crop, no grants are available for the State to reinvest. If forestry is
sold to developers or outside interests, what happens the land afterwards? Do they take it for
a term or continue to replant it? These questions must be answered. I highlight the clear
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interest of several major corporations in acquiring Coillte in whole or in part. Central to that
was the former Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, in his new role as chairperson of the International
Forestry Fund and its relationship to Helvetia Wealth, which expressed an interest in Coillte.
Mr. Ahern also visited China in that connection so perhaps, in responding, the Minister might
indicate whether the sale of Coillte forestry or assets arose in discussions with members of the
Chinese delegation that visited this country two weeks ago.

We know that the Chinese Investment Corporation had expressed an interest in acquiring
Coillte assets. It would be interesting to know whether, when having time off from visiting
castles and Croke Park, members of the delegation discussed with Irish officials the possible
acquisition of the State assets the Government is planning to sell. Were the Chinese made
aware of this and will the Minister indicate what discussions took place regarding the sale of
State assets? It would surely be ironic if Irish State assets were to be sold to the Chinese state
so I await the Minister’s response with interest.

I urge Labour Party Members who are clearly dissatisfied with Government policy on this
issue to vote in favour of the motion. Despite their pessimistic outlook on the decline in and
composition of the working class support, there must surely be some left who expect Labour
not to go along with the sale of the crown jewels. For Labour Party backbenchers to vote
against this motion is a betrayal of workers in State companies, who had been promised so
fervently in the past by current Labour Ministers and the Labour Party.

Deputy Brian Stanley: I welcome the opportunity to speak on this important topic. This
debate comes at a time when the Government plans to sell off strategic State assets. We only
have to look into the not too distant past to see history repeating itself. Eircom, the State
communications company, was worth €8.4 billion at the time of its privatisation. It was hived
off amid huge controversy and now the company has a net value of just €39 million. Between
1982 and 1986 it received huge State investment. The Minister’s party was in power and I
compliment him on what happened to Eircom in that period. One of the good things that
happened in the Government of the middle 1980s was the development of the telecommunica-
tions system, which improved massively under the watch of that Government. Through this
investment and the commitment of its employees, this State went from being 20 or 40 years
behind our neighbours to being one of the leaders in telecommunications. Having sold off the
State-owned Eircom, download speeds available in Ireland remain below the fastest speeds
available to customers in other OECD countries.

While progress is being made in improving the cost and availability of basic broadband,
Ireland is lagging three to five years behind competitor countries in terms of rolling out basic
infrastructure capable of high speed next generation broadband. Yet, this Government is
attempting to do the same thing again to several of the State’s prized assets. The Government
announced on 22 February, outside the Chamber, its proposal to sell off State assets worth in
the region of €3 billion. This would occur despite the Labour Party’s election manifesto which
states: “Labour is opposed to short termist privatisation of key state assets, such as Coillte or
the energy networks.” Such a quick and brazen U-turn has not been seen for many a long year.

The pro-public enterprise manifesto of the Labour Party was the basis for its election victory
just over a year ago and laid the basis for its negotiations with Fine Gael, which in turn led to
the coalition in government today. It is a coalition that has overseen a catalogue of cuts. I
expect a chorus of lectures from Labour Party Minsters and backbenchers about our position.
They will be finger wagging at us, telling us to get real. It will explain in pompous tones about
how the country was run into the ground by Fianna Fáil, it now has to pick up the pieces and
how the whole show is really run by the troika. If it honestly believes all that is true then the
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Minister should resign. If he has no power to protect the best interests of the people who
elected him, then he should call it a day and step down. Let people with real commitment and
ambition for the country take over.

We are not alone in our opposition to the sale of State assets. SIPTU leader Jack O’Connor,
who is a member of the Labour Party executive, I understand, said: “The announcement
regarding the sale of some public enterprises is a sad day for the Irish people and a tragedy
for the Labour Party.” Jimmy Kelly, regional secretary for UNITE, which is affiliated to the
Labour Party said: “As things stand today any sale will be opposed using every means at our
disposal.” Meanwhile, IMPACT has also added its voice to the opposition to the scandalous
sale of Coillte and other semi-State companies. Far from being an isolated voice in the wilder-
ness, Sinn Féin is very much in touch with the sentiment of working people and the Labour
movement, and is in very good company in opposing the sale of State assets.

Despite the limited fiscal powers Sinn Féin has in the North and the fact it is one of four
parties in government which obviously involves compromise, as we all recognise, it has deliv-
ered on a wide variety of socioeconomic commitments. These include the delivery of 8,000
social and affordable homes; aid for small and medium enterprises through a £50 million loan
fund; providing £40 million to address dereliction and promote investment in deprived inner
city areas; a £13 million package to tackle rural poverty and isolation; continuing to work with
others, including an SDLP Minister, on a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by at least
35% by 2025; an investment of £40 million to improve pathways to employment and improved
community services; and implementing an integrated and affordable child care package with
an additional £12 million. All of that is being done while the Tory Government reduces the
block grant by £4 billion. This clearly shows there is a different and better way. It can only be
led by people who have vision and courage.

Sinn Féin has a very different view from this Government on how the economy should be
run. In our pre-budget submission we detailed how semi-State companies should be used as a
driver for economic recovery. Coillte, the ESB and Bord Gáis, which this Government intends
to sell off, paid a total of €1.97 billion to the State in dividends over the past ten years. This is
a huge success, by any standards, not to mention the PRSI and tax paid by workers and com-
panies. These dividends will be no more if Government proceeds with its proposals.

Our proposals are simple, clear and focused on benefiting the country and its people. Sinn
Féin wants to see the replacement of NewERA with a semi-State strategy group. We are
proposing alternatives. The Minister is fair-minded and might take some of our proposals on
board. The group we propose would include CEOs from semi-State companies working directly
with the Ministers for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Social Protection and Education and
Skills. It would report directly to the Taoiseach and would be responsible for the delivery of
strategic job creation and training.

All annual dividends paid to the State by commercial semi-State companies must be rein-
vested into employment activation. We must have employment activation — this is a real
opportunity to have it — and training measures, as identified by the semi-State strategy group
and signed off on by the Taoiseach. We would cap the ridiculous salaries of CEOs in semi-
State companies at €100,000, saving €3 million. We would reduce the cost of energy bills by
running a cost efficiency drive in the energy providers and redirecting the savings.

On the sale of woods and trees, the land will not be sold. Some Labour Party Deputies have
said we are only selling the trees. They have to be sold but they should be sold by Coillte. That
is how it has been until now and the State has received the maximum benefit.

The semi-State sector has huge job potential. It has been in place throughout many recessions
and when the Labour Party was in power in the 1980s. It has stopped the country from falling
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through the cracks and has provided a safety net for the economy. It has made up a huge part
of the economy which has kept the country on its feet and has huge potential to continue
doing so.

I appeal to the Government, in particular the Labour Party and Minister, to rethink this
short-term strategy and stand up to the troika. If it feels it is being bullied it should stand up
to it. I appeal to all those in the Labour Party to revisit its manifesto, support the motion and
stop the giveaway of our vital State assets.

Deputy Seán Crowe: Speaking in support of this motion it is important we are mindful that
the sale of State assets is an integral part of Fine Gael policy. Now, unfortunately, we know
that Labour Party is on the privatisation bandwagon, despite its election promises and commit-
ments to keep State assets in public ownership. That is a sad position for the Labour Party
to adapt.

We know the Government plans to dispose of €3 billion in State assets. We do not know
who will see the rewards, if any, from the selling off of these assets. Will the workers or
consumers benefit, or will venture capitalists be the real beneficiaries? We certainly do not
know if the Government’s strategy will do anything for the 70,000 young people who are forced
to leave these shores on an annual basis.

For decades, companies like the ESB have played an important strategic role in the economic
development of the Irish State. It has delivered a first class electricity network that is second
to none throughout Europe. Over the past ten years, the company has paid €4.3 billion euro
to the State in taxes and dividends and, along with Bord Gáis, has delivered a first class energy
infrastructure that has created tens of thousands of skilled full-time jobs for generations of
workers. Private interests will change this.

In 2009 when the housing market collapsed, ESB Networks, to its great credit, agreed a
programme of on-the-job training with FÁS to take on 400 redundant electrical apprentices.
This allowed unqualified apprentices to complete their qualifications at a time when the build-
ing industry collapsed and their prospects were very bleak. It is exactly this forward-looking
kind of intervention by commercial semi-States that can assist in rebuilding the economy. Com-
panies like the ESB are ideally placed to create employment and develop a new skills base that
can compete in a 21st century market place.

Historically, semi-State companies drove Irish industry forward and broke new ground when
the private sector was too cautious, unable or unwilling to invest or take risks when leadership
and vision were needed. Surely now, when families are facing a deepening economic crisis,
widespread unemployment, poverty and despair, what is needed more than ever is for social
and political leaders and business leaders in the commercial semi-State sector to re-embrace
that vision.

We know the Government’s plan to dispose of up to €3 billion in State assets and companies
over the next few years includes the possible sale of Coillte, to which my colleagues referred.
Coillte’s estate comprises 1.1 million acres, or 7% of Ireland’s land area. Despite this, only
11,000 people are employed in the forestry sector compared with 120,000 in Switzerland, a
country half the size.

The Woodland League is calling for an urgent re-evaluation of the State forestry model as
part of a national public works programme, involving training for the unemployed and the
creation of long-term forestry jobs as “the backbone of a national recovery plan”. Will the
Government consider the merit of these proposals, which could help stimulate employment?
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Ireland’s public forest estate has been built up over many years with public resources as a
national asset and as an investment in Ireland’s future. It makes no sense to sell parts of it
off. There are people who need access to Coillte land but nobody seems to be talking about
their fears.

The Irish Congress of Trade Unions is on record as saying the “sale of state assets threatens
to transform companies like the ESB or Bord Gáis into another Eircom [debacle].” It states
the Government is disingenuous when it says that it does not intend to sell strategic assets,
because clearly the most valuable assets we own — energy transmission and distribution net-
works — are the most strategic.

Companies, such as the ESB and Bord Gáis, which are profitable and highly strategic, risk
being asset-stripped, weakened and undermined by Government policy. I appeal to the
Government to think again about the selling of assets.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: This is an extremely important motion. It provides one of
the few opportunities, or perhaps the only one, the Dáil will be given to vote on the monstrous
plan by the Government to sell off State assets. What is now proposed by the Fine Gael-Labour
coalition is monumental in its long-term economic implications for the Irish people. One should
make no mistake that what we are looking at is not only a direct continuation but an escalation
of the socially destructive and economically futile policies of the Fianna Fáil Government that
wrecked the Irish economy. A year ago this week, the electorate rejected that Government
and elected what it believed was an alternative in the form of the Fine Gael-Labour coalition;
yet, as we mark that anniversary, we are faced with a plan for the fire sale of State assets that
far exceeds anything attempted by Fianna Fáil in its worst days in office.

The commercial semi-State companies — the ESB, Bord Gáis, Coillte and Aer Lingus —
were built up over many years by the hard work of Irish people and have been key pillars of
the economy. They have provided the essential infrastructure without which no economy can
grow. Energy, natural resources and strategic transport links are all indispensable assets that
should remain in public ownership.

The succession of Fianna Fáil-led Governments from 1997 began the process of privatisation
of these assets. In the case of Eircom, they were responsible for a huge debacle which should
have been a lesson to the present Government. When in opposition, both Fine Gael and the
Labour Party repeatedly pointed to that reckless privatisation.

In May 2005 Sinn Féin tabled a Private Members’ motion opposing the privatisation of Aer
Lingus. Speaking at that time on behalf of the Labour Party, Deputy Róisín Shortall, the
current Minister of State and the Minister’s colleague, said:

The experience of the privatisation fiasco in Eircom should sound alarm bells for us all.
We cannot prevent venture capitalists from repeating the devastation of Eircom by stripping
Aer Lingus of its assets, reducing services, putting it into serious debt and walking off with
the proceeds. We have to ask whether the Minister is incapable of learning from the mistakes
of the past.

She was also correct when she told us then:

Privatisation really is the new religion... Privatisation puts such services and assets at long-
term risk and we should not just abandon them at the ideological whim of the coalition
partners.

Perhaps the Labour Deputies would care to tell us now if the same applies to the current
coalition partners. It clearly did to Fianna Fáil, the Green Party et al.
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I have not yet heard of any events to mark the centenary this year of the establishment of
the Irish Labour Party — an important event in the party’s history — but I wonder how the
party will square its support in government for this fire sale of State assets to private profiteers
with its claim to be the successor of James Connolly and Jim Larkin.

What of Fine Gael? The less said, the better. We should not be surprised at its stance as it is
clearly a party of the right and has championed privatisation almost as much as the Progressive
Democrats. The plan for the sale of State assets is an invitation for exploiters to reap the
profits, potential profits and job-creation capacity of commercial semi-State companies.

In the case of Coillte, I find it especially reprehensible that the Government would even
consider selling the company’s harvesting rights. That is what is at stake. Coillte is the largest
land-holder in the State and while it is not, at present, proposed that its land be sold, the
Government is selling access to that land and its resources. If ever there were a strategic asset,
it would be that comprising our forestry and forestry land, yet we have a plan to abandon
them to private interests with very serious long-term consequences for rural areas and the
whole island.

There is an alternative and it is in the wording of the Sinn Féin motion. The Government
should retain the people’s ownership in the companies. The full potential of the companies has
yet to be realised. Instead of proceeding with its plan for wholesale privatisation, the Govern-
ment should establish a semi-State strategy group with responsibility for delivering a strategic
job creation and training project.

All annual dividends paid to the State by the commercial semi-State body could be ploughed
into this jobs and training strategy, thus making a major contribution to economic recovery.

The path the Government is following with this privatisation plan and its other austerity
measures is the road to deeper recession and long-term stagnation of the Irish economy. I am
glad the people are going to have an opportunity, as announced today by the Taoiseach and
Tánaiste, thankfully in this House, to give their verdict on the latest EU treaty which, if ratified,
would lock this and all future Governments for many years into the austerity policies that are
doing so much damage to our society and economy.

The people will have an opportunity very soon to stop this futile strategy in its tracks. We
in Sinn Féin are determined to ensure they will do so. The people will have an opportunity
and chance not only to consider what is proposed in regard to the EU treaty but also to
consider the Government’s stewardship of the interests of the Irish people in the context of
the wider European experience, particularly in contemporary times.

8 o’clock

The Sinn Féin motion is one that all Deputies, irrespective of political allegiance, should
consider seriously with a view to supporting it tomorrow night. It is incumbent on Deputies,
especially those of the Labour Party, to accept that what is now being proposed by the Govern-

ment at the behest of the Fine Gael influence, is absolutely anathema to every-
thing the Labour Party Deputies stand for, have spoken for and have campaigned
for over many years. The position the Labour Party has articulated heretofore

on the defence of State assets and what is ultimately the family silver of the people of the State
and the whole island of Ireland has been more than sound. Why would it now do a complete
volte-face and abandon a position it has fought for, championed and articulated in the House
time and again in my earshot throughout my 15 years as a Member?

It is beyond comprehension and I appeal to Labour Party Deputies not to sell off our State
assets. They should take a stand, be courageous and stand with the people’s interests now and
in future.
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Deputy Michael Colreavy: The selling off of State assets is a grave mistake on the part of
the Government. At a time when the Irish people need job security and the public needs a
belief that the Government is fighting to protect people’s jobs, the Government decides it is
time to rid itself of some of our finest resources.

Irish forestry is just one area where there is much potential to develop jobs. This State has
one of the lowest levels of forest coverage in Europe and it is an industry that could provide
long-term sustainable jobs if the Government was willing to support its development and
exploitation. Growing trees is a renewable resource. Timber and wood products are increas-
ingly being specified ahead of other less environmentally friendly materials. Wood biomass is
a renewable source of carbon neutral, green energy that can readily displace some of Ireland’s
90% reliance on imported fossil fuels. Has any attempt ever been made to quantify the true
job potential in wood processing?

It is not just in the planting and felling of trees that jobs can be created. Coillte has an open
forest policy, which allows the public access to its forests. This has the potential to develop the
tourism sector, aided by the natural beauty of the countryside. If the Government sells off the
harvesting rights of these forests, can it guarantee that the public will be allowed to walk
through those forests, as they can at the moment?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Yes.

Deputy Michael Colreavy: Thank you, Minister. I hope that is on the record.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: It will be.

Deputy Michael Colreavy: Both Labour and Fine Gael gave pre-election commitments not
to sell off Coillte. Prior to entering Government, the Minister of State, Deputy Sherlock, said:

Do we really want to end up in a situation where this for-profit company could turn around
and do whatever it feels like with a natural resource that rightly belongs to the Irish people,
including many of our forests, rivers and lakes?

Deputy Andrew Doyle said: “That amount of land with that potential has to be kept in State
ownership.” The selling of Coillte could have serious effects on areas of large forestry. The
Coillte N2 district covers Sligo, Leitrim and parts of Cavan and Roscommon. Coillte owns
32,500 hectares in this district, 74% of which is planted. There has been much talk of hydraulic
fracturing, or fracking, of late and I have raised the issue on several occasions in this House.
Will this Government readily supply fracking companies with Coillte land and allow them to
destroy not only the forests, but also the health and well-being of those living nearby?

If we consider gas a State asset, and it is, how can one Minister make a decision to sell off
that asset, irrespective of the serious and well-founded concerns regarding the safety, sus-
tainability and advisability of so doing? Surely any decision of such major importance should
be agreed by Cabinet and voted on by the Oireachtas as a whole.

This is privatisation by any other name. How long will it be before we see the privatisation
of our health services which are currently being slimmed down so as to appear attractive to
national and international financiers? I nearly did a double take when I heard Deputy Micheál
Martin speak earlier today of the Government’s failure to restore cancer services to Sligo
Regional Hospital. Can this be the same person who sat at the Cabinet table and collaborated
with the decision to remove those services in the first place? I was deeply concerned that, in
his response, the Taoiseach referred to Sligo Regional Hospital as being among a group of
“smaller local hospitals”.
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An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I think the Deputy is moving away from the motion.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: It is a broad brush-stroke. The Deputy cannot see the wood for
the trees.

Deputy Michael Colreavy: Is this how the Taoiseach, the Minister for Health and their
Government colleagues regard Sligo Regional Hospital?

We have already given away our youth and our sovereignty. This Government is now pre-
pared to give away our State assets. When the troika comes knocking at the door once again,
what else will the Government give them?

Deputy Dessie Ellis: Ba mhaith liom tacaíocht a thabhairt don rún seo ar Ghnó Comhaltaí
Príobháideacha. Tá sé tábhachtach dul i gcoinne aon iarracht socmhainní an Stáit a dhíol le
fiontar príobháideach. Tá an-seans ann go mbeidh daoine dífhostaithe agus go mbeidh na
scuainí dóil níos faide mar gheall ar an bplean seo.

Once again we have been fed a line by this Government about what big problem is facing the
Irish people. So far it has been regional hospitals, children with special needs, smalls schools,
disadvantaged schools, third level students and people in training. The Government has repeat-
edly failed to address the biggest issue staring us in the face every day — that we have a jobless
economy, we are losing our youngest and most talented people to emigration every day and,
worst of all, we are doing nothing about it.

Today we have a new scapegoat — the State assets and enterprises which provide vital
services of strategic importance to the economy and its ability to operate. They want to have
a fire sale, or maybe a closing-down sale would be more appropriate, because it seems the
Government has given up on creating jobs and is now intent on putting more people on the
dole queue.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy was not around for the job announcements yesterday.

Deputy Dessie Ellis: Do not worry, I was around.

The usual suspects all line up to tell us that if only we could do with the ESB, Bord Gáis
and others what we did with Telecom Éireann, the economy would be the envy of the world
again. It is not true, however, and anyone not living in ideological cloud-cuckoo land should
be able to see that. Telecom Éireann was worth €8.4 billion before it was sold off. It had started
a State mobile telephone tariff which would today be a massive feather in Ireland’s cap had it
been maintained. Instead it was broken up and sold off so certain corrupting forces could make
a lot of money. A few Fine Gaelers and Labour people did okay out of it.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Who are they?

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Name them.

Deputy Dessie Ellis: A private company now owns the telecommunications network for the
State and can disconnect people’s lines on the basis that they will only reconnect them if they
sign up with Eircom for 12 months. They do not provide a better service for people in any way.
In addition, broadband roll-out was knocked back for many years and we still have not reco-
vered to this day.

People are dying in their homes due to freezing conditions brought about by poverty. If
private companies get their hands on these industries, one can only imagine where poor people
will end up. As can be seen from the Eircom fiasco, private companies are about the bottom
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line, not about investment, the provision of essential services or value for money. They are
quite obviously not about providing the best services or about Ireland’s interests, but their own.

Privatisation is not an EU-IMF initiative; this is a decision by the Minister and his Govern-
ment colleagues. They are making it and cannot blame Fianna Fáil or the former Progressive
Democrats. Following the budget, we have seen what this Government has done to health and
other public services in his country. There has been a drive towards privatisation for the benefit
of private enterprise.

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I wish to share time
with Deputies Jerry Buttimer, John Lyons, Paudie Coffey and Colm Keaveney.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I move amendment No. 2:

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— the contribution that semi-State companies have made to Ireland’s economic
growth;

— the fiscal crisis inherited by the current Government and the commitment by the
previous Government to the EU-ECB-IMF funding partners to consult with the
Commission on foot of the report of the review group on State assets and liabilit-
ies with a view to setting appropriate targets for the possible privatisation of
State-owned assets;

— the conclusions and recommendations of the review group on State assets and
liabilities; and

— the new approach adopted by the Government to managing State assets through
the establishment of the NewERA unit;

accepts that it is necessary to release value from State assets to reduce debt and provide
additional resources for reinvestment;

welcomes the agreement that one third of the proceeds from the sale of State assets can
be made available for reinvestment in job creation initiatives to stimulate the economy,
which represents a major achievement in the negotiations with the EU-ECB-IMF troika;

further notes:

— the intention to ensure that any assets sold are sold on acceptable terms and at
a price that achieves fair value for the Exchequer; and

— that the State’s 25% share in Aer Lingus is no longer a strategic asset, as it does
not enable the Government to determine Aer Lingus policy on issues such as,
inter alia, the airline’s landing slots at Heathrow Airport;

commends the Government for:

— its commitment to delivering on national priorities, with a particular focus on the
critical importance of ensuring the security of oil, gas and electricity supplies; and
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— its commitment to retaining the electricity and gas networks and interconnectors
in State ownership as national strategic energy infrastructure, which underpin
economic growth and security of energy supply;

notes that the sale of Bord Gáis Energy, which has played a key role in developing
competition in energy markets, as well as some of ESB’s non-strategic power generation
capacity, may further enhance the competitive landscape in the all-island market, for the
benefit of the economy and energy consumers;

agrees that the forest land owned by Coillte is an important strategic asset, which will
not be sold; and

endorses the approach of the Government, announced by the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform, Deputy Brendan Howlin, on 22 February 2012, as offering the possi-
bility of significant positive outcomes in terms of driving competition in the energy sector
and facilitating much needed investment in our economic recovery.”

If we could tap the hyperbole coming from Deputy Ellis and his cohort, we would be able to
power the entire nation and would not need Bord Gáis Éireann. I love the idea though, that
one never lets the truth get in the way of a good story. So we are selling our youth, people are
dying and freezing in their homes.

Deputy Dessie Ellis: There are such people.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: In addition, we are creating no jobs. The fact is that in the last
week alone, 1,500 jobs were announced.

Deputy Martin Ferris: How many jobs were lost?

Deputy Dessie Ellis: How many people emigrated?

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I know it is very difficult but in a national crisis there is an obli-
gation, even on Sinn Féin, to work towards the recovery of this country, as this Government
is doing. Despite their best efforts, we are going to succeed. I welcome this opportunity to
explain the rationale for the Government’s decision announced last week to proceed with a
programme of State asset disposals involving BGE Energy, some of ESB’s non-strategic power
generation capacity, some assets of Coillte and the State’s remaining shareholding in Aer
Lingus. Last week’s announcement was the culmination of a long process which began before
the current Government took office and must be seen against that background and considered
in that context.

In their comments following last week’s announcement — again tonight we heard the same
trite comments — it is obvious Sinn Féin Members adhere to the flat-earth policy in respect of
State assets.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: The Minister could have done better than that.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: “There is to be no change” would appear to be the mantra. I
suggest they look around them. All has changed, changed utterly.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Particularly the Labour Party.
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Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Labour Party remains committed to significant State involve-
ment in a modern dynamic economy. The State can play a direct role in fostering economic
growth or help provide the skills and supports that foster private sector growth. Both are
worthy of support. An asset is not strategic simply because it is owned by the State. Such an
argument is worthy of Deputy Joe Higgins. The world has moved on.

I welcome Deputy O Caoláin’s interest in my party’s history tonight. We will be writing a
history of the Labour Party to commemorate our centenary. It will be much more wholesome
and more civilised reading than the history of his party.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Not so.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: This Government has adopted a dynamic attitude to the State
sector. NewERA was established to ensure the State and the taxpayers derive best value from
their investment in State companies. It must be remembered these companies exist to serve
the taxpayer; it is not the other way around. That includes releasing capital back into a capital-
starved economy, if that is in the people’s interest.

We have been at pains to point out what the public interest is and to protect it. Unlike
Fianna Fáil’s privatisation of Eircom, properly criticised by the Deputies opposite, there is no
sale proposed of strategic networks or assets. The ESB remains a vertically integrated utility
free to compete in the soon-to-arrive European market place. The gas network will remain
entirely in public ownership. So too will Dublin Port. We will not sell the Coillte land. Selling
the crop of trees is not a catastrophe.

Deputy Dessie Ellis: That was the same argument when they started with bin charges.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That is why we grew the trees in the first place. Does Deputy Ellis
want to throw sugar at them?

Deputy Seán Crowe: No, we want to replace the Government.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I did not interrupt any Member from across there.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Minister without interruption.

Deputy Seán Crowe: The Minister keeps on asking us questions.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Far from being hostile to State enterprise, the Government is
setting up a State company, Irish Water, to run water services unlike the arrangements in our
neighbouring jurisdiction.

Deputy Martin Ferris: Is that why water charges will be introduced?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: We continue to believe the State has an active role to play in the
market place. We also recognise, however, the strategic interest of the State does not remain
static or fixed over time. What was strategic when electricity was installed across the country
in the 1930s is not necessarily strategic now in a competitive all-island market place.

When the current Government took office almost a year ago, it inherited a situation whereby
the State was unable to fund itself but instead was dependent on funding from the EU-IMF
under a programme negotiated by the previous Government. The work of the review group on
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State assets and liabilities, under the chairmanship of Colm McCarthy and commissioned by
the previous Government, was still in train but was approaching finalisation.

Deputy Martin Ferris: Which the Minister opposed at the time.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The McCarthy group subsequently reported in April 2011 and
concluded the realisation of proceeds from the sale of State assets offered the potential to assist
in tackling the fiscal crisis, both by reducing the debt burden on the State and also by supporting
economic recovery through enhancing productive efficiency and competitiveness. It recom-
mended a planned programme of non-strategic asset sales should be undertaken.

The original memorandum of understanding with the EU-ECB-IMF funding partners also
addressed the issue of asset disposals. It required the Irish authorities to undertake an indepen-
dent assessment of the electricity and gas sectors, building on the work of the review group,
and to consult with the European Commission services with a view to setting appropriate
targets for the privatisation of State-owned assets.

In negotiating a programme for Government, the two Government parties accepted a new
approach to the management and use of State assets, in the interests of the economy, the
people and job creation, was required as part of the mechanism to address the fiscal crisis. The
programme for Government included a commitment to release value from the State’s portfolio
of assets with the intention of using these proceeds to fund investment in the productive capa-
city of the economy in the context of the NewERA entity which we propose to establish. A
target of up to €2 billion from the sale of non-strategic assets was agreed, drawing from the
recommendations of the review group but with the assets only to be sold when market con-
ditions were right and when adequate regulatory structures had been established to protect
consumers.

Since the Government took office last year, we have made significant progress in advancing
the Government’s plans with regard to making better use of our State assets.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Hear, hear.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Last year, the Government established NewERA to reform the
manner in which the State’s shareholding in semi-State companies is managed for the good of
every citizen. NewERA is proactively overseeing corporative governance from a shareholder
perspective of the commercial energy area semi-State companies, the ESB, EirGrid, Bord Gáis,
Bord na Móna and Coillte. It is advising relevant Ministers on matters such as dividend policy,
capital investment plans, approval of borrowings and so on.

The Government has also set up the strategic investment fund in the National Treasury
Management Agency, NTMA, as the forerunner to the strategic investment bank. Drawing on
resources from the National Pensions Reserve Fund, NPRF, in combination with matching
commercial investment from private investors, the strategic investment fund will channel
resources towards the productive sector in the economy. The €1 billion we can get from the
sale of State assets will be one element of getting absolutely needed capital. We will also use
the NPRF, the European Investment Bank and the Council of Europe Development Bank, as
well as any other private sector funding we can leverage, to drive an agenda of growth and
recovery. NewERA is working closely with the strategic investment fund and the NPRF to
ensure commercial investment opportunities are developed.

Considerable progress has also been made over the past year in assessing the suitability of a
range of State assets. Two working groups were established in 2011 — one to consider the best
approach in progressing the proposed part-sale of the ESB, including energy policy, regulatory,
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legal, financial and economic considerations; and the other to undertake a similar analysis of
several other State assets. Both of these groups completed their work in 2011 and reported to
Ministers in December 2011.

NewERA was also centrally involved in this process, together with my Department, the
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, the Department of Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the
Department of Finance. It was on the basis of the analysis undertaken by these two working
groups that the Government last week agreed to the list of asset disposals announced on 22
February. It also agreed not to proceed with the minority stake in the vertically integrated ESB
as had been previously decided as it was not the best way to advance. The analysis undertaken
on the original proposed ESB transaction identified a range of complex regulatory, legislative
and policy issues which would have to be addressed before a part-sale of the company as an
integrated utility could proceed. Accordingly, it was not practical to continue to proceed with
that proposal.

The Government has also achieved a significant breakthrough in our negotiations with the
troika on the use of State assets. I thank our partners for the protracted engagement on this
matter. Instead of the troika’s original plan that a programme of asset sales of €5 billion be
used exclusively to retire debt, we have now agreed that in return for committing to a target
of up to €3 billion, the Government will be permitted to retain one third of the proceeds
generated to invest in job creation initiatives to stimulate the economy which is so desperately
needed and of which the Deputies opposite are right. Jobs are the focus, first and last, of
the Government.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Hear, hear.

Deputy Paudie Coffey: Hear, hear.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: There will be no fire sales. If we do not get a proper price, we will
sell nothing.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Did Deputy Martin Ferris hear that bit?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Was I clear enough?

Deputy Martin Ferris: It is the second jobs strategy so far.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Assets will be sold on acceptable terms and at a price that achieves
fair value for the taxpayer. Key strategic assets, such as electricity and gas transmission and
distribution systems will not be included in the disposal programme, but will be retained in
State ownership. I believe the agreement reached with the troika represents real and signifi-
cant progress.

I will turn now to the specific assets that are to be sold. In deciding on the programme that
I announced last week, the Government has been careful to safeguard the position of strategic
infrastructure such as the electricity and gas networks, which are considered to be vital to the
functioning of the economy. The House will have noted that these assets are not part of the
disposal programme and will remain under State control. What will be sold is the energy
business of Bord Gáis Éireann, BGE, but not including BGE’s gas transmission or distribution
systems or the two gas interconnectors, which will remain in State ownership. I refer by and
large to the wind energy and other soft energy options that BGE has built up over time.
Nobody can argue that they must be held in State ownership from a strategic point of view.
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The Minister for Communications Energy and Natural Resources will consult with the Com-
mission for Energy Regulation and the ESB and advise the Government on the specific ESB
assets that are to be sold, with the objective of materially improving the competitive dynamics
of the single electricity market to the benefit of consumers, as well as realising the assets for
the productive purposes I have outlined.

I ask the House to pay attention to the next point as it is a different decision. We have said
on the first level of issues that we will sell them when the market conditions and regulatory
issues are right, but on Coillte, consideration will be given to the sale of some of its assets. This
will focus primarily on the harvesting rights of Coillte’s forests, but I have already made it clear
that Coillte’s landholding is not for sale.

The Government now accepts that the State’s remaining 25% shareholding in Aer Lingus is
not a strategic asset, as it does not enable the Government to determine Aer Lingus policy on
issues such as the use of the airline’s landing slots at Heathrow Airport. Unfortunately, the
previous Administration, in selling off 75% of the company already moved that out of State
hands. Accordingly, the Government has decided that the State’s remaining shareholding in
Aer Lingus will be sold at an appropriate time, when market conditions are favourable and an
acceptable price is agreed.

The policy that has been pursued by the Government that we set out and that has been
carefully tacked over the past year in terms of reforming the manner in which State assets are
managed for the benefit of the taxpayer and job creation to get the best value for the share-
holders, namely, the people of this country, is the right thing to do. We have identified the
optimal means of releasing value from some non-strategic State assets, in an appropriate way,
which is the right thing to do given the fiscal and economic challenges facing the economy. I
am confident that the asset disposal programme which I announced last week — for the infor-
mation of Deputies opposite it was endorsed unanimously by Government — will have a signifi-
cantly positive outcome by driving competition and driving down prices in the energy sector as
well as generating desperately needed resources for investment in jobs and the recovery of the
economy. On that basis, I commend the Government’s amendment to the House.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: I commend the Minister on his speech, his approach and his amend-
ment to the motion. Some Members on the benches opposite are content to rewrite history.
The Government on the other hand has been active in renegotiating elements of the agreement
with the troika and has correctly put jobs at the centre of its policies. I pose the question to
Deputy Ferris and the Members opposite in the Sinn Féin Party of whether they want to see
the country rise or fall. That is a question they must answer in their hearts. Do they want
the country to rise or fall? Do they want people to prosper or to come to the House and
whinge continually?

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That is a very difficult question to ask.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: The initial version of the agreement required the Government to
set appropriate targets for the possible privatisation of State-owned assets. It contained no
commitment on investment in the economy. By co-operating and working with the troika, the
Government delivered on its commitment to renegotiate the agreement. The Members
opposite said it could not be done but it was done. When the Government took office it
faced the restrictive agreement and it was told that renegotiation would not be possible but it
was done.

Deputy Martin Ferris: What renegotiation?
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Deputy Brendan Howlin: On the interest rates.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Agreement was reached with the troika on the sale of State assets
and the reinvestment of the proceeds into the economy. That is another example of the Govern-
ment’s successful renegotiation.

The Minister has said there will be no fire sale of non-strategic assets. I welcome that and
put it on the record of the House. As Deputy Ferris well knows, the McCarthy report recom-
mended the sale of non-strategic assets. The programme for Government confirmed that the
sale of State assets would be used to stimulate growth and create employment. The Minister’s
proposals meet both of those aims. I welcome the fact that he is not rushing into a fire sale of
assets and that he is carefully assessing each asset to ensure that there will not be a fire sale. I
commend him on his approach. As the Minister outlined in his speech, it is critical that we
achieve the best value for the Exchequer and the taxpayer.

It is clear from the Government’s approach that we are going to learn from the mistakes of
the Eircom debacle. I hope the members of the Government that was in power such as the
then Ministers, Mrs. O’Rourke and Deputy Martin, listen and learn from that. It was a debacle
that risked the country’s prosperity. As the Minister indicated, the Government will not sell
the gas transmission and distribution system or the two gas interconnectors. Unlike Eircom,
those two vital pieces of infrastructure will remain in State ownership. As the Minister indi-
cated, when the Government considers the sale of Coillte, the land will not be included. Again,
another lesson has been learned from the Eircom case.

Since the Government came to power 12 months ago it has consistently made job creation
its focus. We have seen the jobs initiative working this week in my city and county of Cork.

Deputy Martin Ferris: How many jobs were created?

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: There are many ways in the which the Government can facilitate
jobs, either by direct investment or by private sector investment.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Deputy Ferris is talking down the country.

Deputy Martin Ferris: No.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Sinn Féin is constantly talking down the country.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: The action plan on jobs is a set of measures to facilitate job creation.
Today, despite the protests of the Members opposite we are seeing again a stimulus plan to
get the economy and people back to work.

Deputy Martin Ferris: There is no plan.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: The Members opposite have an answer to the question in their hearts
and in their minds. Do they want people to prosper or do they want to come to the House
cnáimhseáling every day? That is a question they must answer.

Deputy Martin Ferris: Deputy Buttimer should tell people the truth.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Does Sinn Féin want to see people working or does it want to play
petty party politics? Only its members can answer that.
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Deputy John Lyons: There is not much to say following the speech of the Minister, Deputy
Howlin but I will use the four minutes allocated to me if Deputy Ferris does not interrupt me.
I thank him for not interrupting.

The idea of selling any non-strategic State assets arose out of the collapse of the economy
and the funding difficulty the State had then and now. As much as I hate to say it, the reality
is that Fianna Fáil was responsible for it. We should not be criticised for reminding people of
that as often as needs be. Fianna Fáil also set out the process we are discussing tonight with
the McCarthy report, which commissioned a review of the sale of State assets. From the com-
ments last week it is clear that Deputy Martin and the Fianna Fáil Party are now seeking to
distance themselves from those remarks. When the McCarthy report was undertaken it was
charged to consider the potential for asset disposals in the public sector, including commercial
State bodies, in view of the indebtedness of the State. One could ask whether the party was
aware of what was happening. The review proposed €5 billion worth of asset sales in May
before the EU and IMF even came to town.

Whether we like it or not we are in a programme of support from the IMF and the EU.
Raising State finances through asset sales is part of our agreement with them. That is the reality
of where we are at, whether we like it or not. We are in a funding programme with other
European countries and the IMF because we cannot pay our bills. A huge proportion of the
bills are a result of the burden placed on us by the disastrous initial bank guarantee but either
way, this is where we are at. As difficult as it is, the Government is dealing with the situation.

We can differ on whether the approach being taken is right or wrong but I believe this is the
way to go. It would be easy to suggest that none of this is necessary. With no disrespect to
anyone in the Sinn Féin Party, my firm belief is that is the easy option. The easy option is to
say that what we are doing is wrong. It would be easy to say we do not have to sell anything
and that we can easily find funds elsewhere to invest in jobs and reduce debt but that is simply
not the case. Let us have a debate that recognises that this is where we are at, and that we
must do what is being outlined.

Selling State assets that have been built up over generations gives me no satisfaction, nor
does it give me satisfaction to discuss the matter in the House, but I am trying to deal with our
situation. I have great admiration for the workers in ESB Networks and Bord Gáis who built
up services and facilities. They should have a full say in the matter and their interests should
be kept in mind when these assets are being sold.

However, I am mindful of people who are out of work and for whom we cannot provide
jobs. That said, there have been some recent shoots. The Minister, Deputy Howlin, referred to
an approximate 1,000 jobs. The unemployed must be at the heart of the Government’s plan.
That is the case in this instance. It is not about selling assets for the sake of it. The sale is to
allow us to develop a climate in which the growth of more jobs can be encouraged. As a
Government, we do not have many options in tackling unemployment while meeting the com-
mitments of the EU-IMF deal. We must repay what we owe and create jobs.

The proposal to raise €3 billion through the sale of non-strategic State assets contains a
carrot, given the prospect of re-investing €1 billion in the State so we can create jobs and, as
is the case with Members, give people the dignity of doing a day’s work. People call for this
dignity daily, but we are not in a position to provide it. The State’s main obligation is to scrub
up €1 billion and create a climate that allows more mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters
to live with dignity and to feel like valued citizens.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I thank Deputy Lyons.
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Deputy John Lyons: I did not believe that I was going to reach the four minute mark, but I
assume I have.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy has gone well over it.

Deputy John Lyons: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle for letting me continue. I believed
I would be quick, so I apologise. The Minister summed it up. We did not need to say any-
thing else.

Deputy Niall Collins: He is delighted with the phrase.

Deputy John Lyons: Credit where credit is due.

Deputy Paudie Coffey: I welcome the opportunity to contribute on this important debate at
a time when our country demands real leadership as we navigate our way through this crisis.
There are no easy options for any Government or Deputy. When the Opposition makes reason-
able and practical proposals, the Government will welcome them and give them due consider-
ation. However, where proposals are unrealistic and many of the arguments make no economic
sense, we must approach them differently.

I welcome the Government’s reasonable, considered and pragmatic approach to this issue.
Under an initial proposal, a minority stake in the ESB was to be sold. Having considered the
idea in depth and examined the complexities involved, the Government has instead proposed
alternatives whereby non-strategic assets, such as the ESB’s power generation capacity, can be
considered for sale.

As many Deputies have stated, lessons have been learned from the farcical sale of Eircom,
the result of which has seen State development, agencies, businesses and our education system
deprived of network access. Lessons have been learned and such mistakes will not be made
again.

I welcome the fact that this will not be a fire sale. The markets will be approached reasonably
so that value can be found. It is important to remember that the Government has renegotiated
with the troika to ensure that one third of proceeds raised in excess of €1 billion will go directly
towards economic stimulus and investment measures.

I am amazed that Sinn Féin, which continuously calls for stimulus and investment, is opposing
a realistic mechanism that will deliver them and create jobs. Sinn Féin is the party of negativity.
All it does is oppose everything and it does not offer realistic solutions. Sinn Féin takes a
populist approach that the Irish people will see through. Of most concern is that Sinn Féin
believes itself. I respect its members as elected Deputies, in that they also have mandates, but
their rhetoric in the House is concerning. This week, the way their colleague managed printers
and ink displayed how they might manage State assets if they got anywhere near power. This
is not a cheap shot. It drives directly to the question of how responsible Sinn Féin would be in
government. If this is Sinn Féin’s type of responsibility, God help us all.

We need a responsible, considered approach to navigating our way through this crisis. The
Government will sweat off some of our non-strategic assets and gain the capacity to introduce
investment and create jobs, thereby helping the economy. I welcome this.

I listened to the Sinn Féin Deputies’ contributions. What they stated about selling Coillte’s
lands was not true. The Government has gone to extreme lengths to point out that those lands
will be retained in Coillte. However, we will consider the sale of the harvest on those lands,
just as any productive farmer would. Our exports are as strong as they are because productivity
and growth in the agricultural sector are strong. The Government is right to consider sweating
that asset as much as possible to create a new revenue stream and to return the country to work.
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Deputy Sean Fleming: May I share time with Deputy Niall Collins?

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I welcome the opportunity to discuss the sale of State assets. We
discussed it briefly during Question Time, but this debate gives us more time to discuss it
further. I disagree completely with the Government’s proposal on using two thirds of the pro-
ceeds of the sale of any State asset to pay down our national debt. I reject it entirely.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy’s Government agreed to 100%.

Deputy Sean Fleming: No, we did not. I will address the factual situation later. Some 100%
of the sale of any State asset should be used for job creation, growth, economic development
and investment. It is only through economic growth and investment that we can work our way
out of our financial difficulties.

I have read the wording of the memorandum again. The Minister seems to believe some of
the scripts being published in his name, he has read them out so often. The people believe
what he is saying and the media seems to have accepted it. However, some of his comments
on the contents of the memorandum of understanding have not been true. According to him,
the original memorandum’s only commitment was to address the issue through the McCarthy
report. The programme’s targets can and will be achieved without the proceeds of asset sales.
The memorandum of understanding contained no figure on the sale of State assets.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy knows that all assets were to be considered, as agreed
with the troika. It is in the memorandum.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I will go through the facts and the exact sequence of events. Under
the memorandum of understanding that the Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government signed in
December 2010, we agreed to undertake an independent assessment of the electricity and gas
sectors with a view towards enhancing their difficulties——

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I would hope it was not meant to enhance difficulties.

Deputy Sean Fleming: ——and “setting appropriate targets for the possible privatisation” of
State assets. I am quoting the memorandum. This section of the memorandum dealt with raising
Ireland’s growth potential. It was not the section on safeguarding public finances, namely,
paying our debt.

Changes occurred. Following the new Government entering into office 12 months ago, the
memorandum read: “It is important that we make effective use of State assets and, where
appropriate, dispose of them to help reduce our Government debt.” This was the Government’s
decision and was not contained in the earlier commitment.

I will nail the most important point. The Minister and his colleagues in government claim
they are tied by the memorandum of understanding to which we signed up. They are trying to
convince the people they are tied by provisions that were not contained in the original memor-
andum of understanding. The Minister claims these were being discussed by someone some-
where in the ether.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Deputy is rewriting history.

Deputy Sean Fleming: We accept responsibility for signing up to the original memorandum
of understanding, but we will not accept the Minister’s claims that the memorandum contained
provisions on——
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Deputy Brendan Howlin: Why did the Deputy’s Government set up the McCarthy group?

Deputy Sean Fleming: To review possible privatisation, not to reduce the national debt.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Was it an academic exercise?

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Sean Fleming: The Minister stated: “In negotiating a programme for Government,
the two Government parties accepted a new approach to the management and use of State
assets in the interests of the economy, the people and job creation was required as part of the
mechanism to address the fiscal crisis.” The new approach was introduced in the programme
for Government.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: In NewERA.

Deputy Sean Fleming: State assets were to be sold to manage the financial crisis.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Read the next sentence.

Deputy Sean Fleming: This has not been publicly acknowledged until now, although Fine
Gael had wanted to do it for years. The sale of State assets is part of Fine Gael’s agenda but
part of the price was that the Labour Party would sacrifice its soul. In its rush to get into
Government, the Labour Party signed up to anything Fine Gael wanted.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Is Deputy Fleming for it or against it?

Deputy Niall Collins: We will come to that in a minute.

Deputy Sean Fleming: We will deal with that. I am opposing the sale of State assets unless
the proceeds are specifically used for job creation and investment.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: All of them.

Deputy Sean Fleming: All of them.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: That is clear.

Deputy Sean Fleming: We are very clear in that regard. If the Minister had announced that
the proceeds from the sale were being invested in job creation, business development and
enhancing growth, we would have supported him.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Paying down the debt does not count.

Deputy Sean Fleming: The best way to clear a debt is by earning more money to pay it back.
Everyone knows that we have to grow our way out of a recession. We cannot get out of it by
selling off State assets in the absence of growth. That is where the process goes wrong. This
policy is entirely the Government’s because we never made a commitment to use the sale of
State assets to write down debt.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Absolutely wrong.

Deputy Sean Fleming: In July the Minister stated that he was committed to selling State
assets and, more importantly, the agreement signed in the past few weeks commits the Govern-
ment to an ambitious programme of State asset disposal designed to enhance the efficiency
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and competitiveness of the economy, reduce sovereign financing needs and provide additional
resources for investment. Instead of claiming credit for getting an agreement on investing one
third of the money in employment creation, he should admit that he lost the battle because the
majority of money raised from this process will be used to pay down the debt. This was not in
the original agreement.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: You are wrong.

Deputy Sean Fleming: It was not. The Minister says it was in the ether.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I will explain it.

Deputy Sean Fleming: He keeps saying the troika was battering down the door to demand
billions of euro when his party entered Government.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: You know it.

Deputy Sean Fleming: It was not in the agreement.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: Ask the troika.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I will accept responsibility for what was in the agreement but I will
not accept responsibility for this. The Minister keeps claiming it had been agreed and discussed.
We never signed up to it and we are not responsible for the measures his Government agreed
to if they were not in the original agreement.

I also believe the timing is wrong. The Government is jumping the gun because it would
have been better to tell the troika that while Fine Gael might not have an ideological difficulty
with selling State assets, now is not the time to even discuss the issue. The Minister published
the McCarthy review of the sale of State assets last year but he will not publish the information
that persuaded him to make this decision. He pulled the figure of €3 billion out of thin air. No
evidence has been published to back it up. It is similar to the figure he published on 17
November 2011 when he claimed that public sector reform would lead to a payroll reduction
of €2.5 billion. No evidence was produced to support that claim.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I sent the figures to the Deputy.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I have asked for the figure.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: You have the report.

Deputy Sean Fleming: There is no figure in that report.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: There are none so blind as those who will not see.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I asked for figures on the reduction but the Minister stated that he
can only provide figures on what has been achieved to date and cannot give figures regarding
future projections.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I sent you the projections.

Deputy Sean Fleming: The Minister would be better off working with the ESB, which paid
€1.2 billion to the State in dividends over the past several years.
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I accept that over the economic cycle State companies will be established, grow to maturity
and be sold off or remain in State ownership for generations. My party has been involved in
establishing a considerable number of semi-State companies over the years, as well as selling
off some of them when it was appropriate to do to. It is a question of looking after the interests
of the Irish people. In respect of strategic generation power plants, however, control must be
maintained anywhere a hydroelectric generating station can control water levels, as is the case
at Ardnacrusha, the Inniscarra dam on the River Lee and Turlough Hill. I welcome that the
Minister appears to agree with me because I would not like the private sector to be able to
decide the water levels on the River Shannon or the River Lee. From that point of view,
strategic importance is based on more than the ability to generate electricity.

Problems also arise when there are too many private companies operating in the market.
Approximately 300 different price packages are available in England but nobody can be sure
they offer value for money. Furthermore, the questions of customers who must deal with diffi-
cult accounts and what happens to the staff of these companies have not been addressed
sufficiently.

I acknowledge that the Government is not selling the freehold title to Coillte land but we
need further details on the arrangement. The Minister told us that he cannot share commer-
cially sensitive information but he expects to sign a blank cheque. We cannot agree to the
proposal until we get adequate information. The Government proposes to sell the right to
harvest the forests. In effect it will hand over these trees and the land on which they are
growing for 30 years until the crop is mature. During that period the public will have no right
to access the land because it will be a private sector work site. The health and safety rules will
be quoted and the land will be treated as private property for 30 years. We will not even be
able to exploit it for its tourism potential.

The question of carbon credits for forestry and power generation has not been addressed
sufficiently. Will the purchasers be given carbon credits with the assets in order that they sell
them at a profit without producing a megawatt of electricity? The Minister cannot expect us
to provide a worked out response without this information.

If the Government does not intend to use all the proceeds from the sale of these State assets
for job creation, investment and growth of the economy, it should not sell them.

Deputy Niall Collins: I welcome the opportunity to speak on this important debate on the
future direction of our State assets. I have considerable respect for the Minister’s honesty. I
urge him to ask his Labour Party ministerial colleagues to desist from pinning his agenda of
selling State assets on Fianna Fáil. The facts speak for themselves. The Minister for Finance
admitted on many occasions in response to Deputy Michael McGrath on Question Time that
this was not a route decided on by Fianna Fáil in Government. We did what any Government
should do, namely, take stock of the State’s assets. There is nothing wrong with that. The
Government should stop misinforming the public on the facts and the chronological order in
which they occurred. There is a trend in this country that if one says something twice on RTE
it becomes fact. It ill behoves any Minister to mislead the Irish public.

The debate over ownership of State assets cannot be simplified into left and right positions.
We will have to take a pragmatic view of what is right for the country in social and financial
terms. The Government is right to take its time in considering these issues but if it decides to
sell it should do so at the optimum time. Prior to selling semi-State companies, however, it
needs to look after the employees who built them up and have become major stakeholders in
them. When we speak about privatisation, we cannot avoid the subject of job losses. Significant
issues arise in respect of jobs and livelihoods for the employees, their families and the communi-
ties in which they live. In his contribution the Minister made no mention of the pension funds
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associated with some of these State companies. We know there are large deficits in many of
these pension funds, which needs to be considered thoroughly.

Before we go any further down the road of developing a policy on the disposal of our State
assets we need to introduce other legislation that comes under the remit of the Minister for
Public Expenditure and Reform, which is to establish a register of lobbyists. That is critical
legislation in bringing the transparency we need. My party has published legislation in that
regard and I know the Minister is working on it. I believe it would be agreed by all parties in
this House. We all know the high-profile Ministers who were household names now engaged
in the business of lobbying and there is nothing wrong with that. However, equally there is a
coterie of people, including former civil servants who are not household names, who are
attempting to influence public policy. They have ready access to top-level civil servants and to
Government. It is only fair that the public should know who these people are.

We also need a serious debate on what State assets are strategic and what are non-strategic.
In that regard, why is the remaining shareholding in Aer Lingus now being viewed as a non-
strategic State asset? In my part of the country — the mid-west — we regard the potential loss
of the Heathrow landing slots as critical.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: We have no control over them.

Deputy Niall Collins: We have a golden share in Aer Lingus——

Deputy Brendan Howlin: No, we do not.

Deputy Niall Collins: ——and we have a number of members on the board. We in the mid-
west region need to retain the landing slots. In 2007 my part of the country went into a con-
vulsion because we lost the Shannon to Heathrow route. The Minister’s party colleague, the
Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, stated at the time:

We have had enough of the flowery sympathetic speeches. We want the Government to
use its clout on the Board of the Company and insist that the Shannon-Heathrow route
is maintained.

I echo those sentiments. The Minister of State, Deputy Jan O’Sullivan, is now in government
and I want to hold her, her party and the Fine Gael Party to their word. We need to maintain
the Heathrow route for connectivity in the mid-west.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: We have no control.

Deputy Niall Collins: Why did the mid-west region lose out to County Louth for the PayPal
investment? It is because the Government is not prioritising the mid-west. As a Deputy rep-
resenting the mid-west, I feel the Government is resiling from its responsibility. In order to
keep the mid-west’s competitive edge, we need to keep the Shannon to Heathrow route and
the only way to keep it is by maintaining our 25% shareholding in Aer Lingus.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: We have lost them.

Deputy Niall Collins: Why is the Minister rubbishing it now? A few years ago when his party
was in opposition it nearly brought the House down over the Shannon to Heathrow route, with
which I agreed because it was critical. I was glad the then Government worked hard and put
in board members, when they did not have them previously, and restored the Shannon to
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Heathrow route. It is incumbent on the Minister to acknowledge that the Shannon to Heathrow
route is a critical strategic State asset for the mid-west region.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: We have sold the control.

Deputy Niall Collins: I implore the Minister to use his common sense in that regard.

Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: I wish to share time with Deputy Mattie McGrath.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: I am reminded of the cliché about marrying in haste and
repenting at leisure. We have had decisions that were made rather hastily usually just based
on figures and not considering the impact on lives. I am very glad about the repenting — the
reversal on the proposed cuts to DEIS schools and today’s announcement that the people will
be given the chance to vote in a referendum on the fiscal compact.

The review group that analysed State assets did so purely from a financial perspective without
considering the social or environmental costs, which need to be taken into account. Selling
State assets seems to be part of the IMF solution to economic recovery which has been seen
in other countries such as Argentina. Selling State assets means privatisation. We have had the
debacle of the privatisation of waste services in Dublin recently whereby a very suspect auditing
company got the decision to make. The contract was given to a company that had been pros-
ecuted and found guilty of charges under the EPA and there was a very definite lack of account-
ability in the contract. The aim seems to be to raise €3 billion from the privatisation programme
with €2 billion being used to pay down the debt and €1 billion to assist in boosting employment.
However, if the debt burden is €119 billion, €2 billion will not make much difference and there
could be a wiser investment for it.

In some of our State companies there is a culture of obscene salaries with dreadful expense
accounts and allowances. Changing that is one aspect of privatisation I would welcome. At
times State companies have been guilty of poor service with high prices. Even though these
companies are being presented as being self-financing, they have been heavily developed
through public funding, not with a view to selling them off to the highest bidder — an invisible
bondholder, some offshore tax-evading tycoon or a foreign oligarch. There are examples in
Portugal at the moment. While I know the Chinese are our best friends, there are issues with
their investments in some developing countries.

The State assets need to be considered on more than their market and economic values.
There are strategic elements attached to Bord Gáis Éireann and the ESB that are vital to our
energy security, particularly in the development of alternative energy sources such as wind
power. I share the Woodland League’s concerns concerning our forests — the access, the
carbon value of the trees and the possibilities for a national works programme. I hope selling
off our shareholding in Aer Lingus will not prove to be short-sighted. If the privatised compan-
ies fail, who will bail them out? Will they come back to the Government again? Festina lente.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am glad to be able to speak on tonight’s motion. I compliment
the Minister on his efforts in many areas. He has a sobering ministerial role in a Government
that seems to have gone for a slash and burn approach. The Labour Party was founded in
Clonmel 100 year ago. The current mayor of the town is rightly looking forward to hosting the
Labour Party in remembering its proud history.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: I am sure the Deputy will be out to welcome us.
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Deputy Niall Collins: The Minister should be careful what he wishes for.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I will be there. The Government is throwing the baby out with the
bathwater in many areas. I have no hang-ups about selling some of our State assets, but I have
a hang-up if they are to be sold to pay off our debt — a debt that is too high and which the
ordinary working people did not incur. I welcome the referendum that was announced today
and I also welcome the reversal in the cuts to the DEIS schools. However, I do not welcome
that the rural schools will suffer as a result. I applaud anybody who acknowledges a mistake
and tries to correct it. However, mistakes in that area also need to be corrected.

Selling off the timber in Coillte woods may be an ideal way to look at it. As someone said
earlier, one needs to sweat them hard to make them pay like any crop. However, these crops
have a 30 to 40-year cycle. Will the land be available for recreational purposes for people to
take walks etc.? If we are going to sell it, it should be for the harvest time for a period of a
few years before they are ready for harvesting and get a new crop in. What about the carbon
credit issue? Will we lose them also? What about the employees? They should be paramount
especially for Labour Party Ministers in the spirit of James Larkin and James Connolly. Many
good employees gave their lives to and have worked very hard for the forest service and latterly
Coillte. They had pride in their work and their forests. One used to see entrances to forests
with stiles that were painted showing the respect they had. However, now it is laid waste under
Coillte because it is all about making a fast buck and there is no pride in fencing off forests
from farmlands.

Many people worked at Telecom Éireann and the sale of that company did not do any justice
to the workers and resulted in us losing control over valuable infrastructure in that area. We
should make haste slowly and examine what happened with Eircom and how many times it has
been sold on since.

I do not want to see retired politicians, who may have made some contribution here, or
former public servants who have been paid off with large pensions now working as lobbyists.
A very senior former politician has been linked with the sale of Coillte, which is scandalous.
For people leaving with large lump sums and pensions there should be a moratorium of at least
ten years — if ever — before they can return as lobbyists.

Debate adjourned.

The Dáil adjourned at 9 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 29 February 2012.
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Written Answers.

————————

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

————————

Questions Nos. 1 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 13 to 56, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 57 to 64, inclusive, answered orally.

Sale of State Assets

65. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he intends
to request that the troika agree to the full proceeds of the sale of State assets being used to
stimulate economic growth and job creation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11175/12]

86. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the per-
centage of the proceeds from the sale of State assets to be reinvested in job creation will be
increased. [11215/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 65 and 86 together.

I am satisfied that the agreement that the Government reached with the Troika was a
remarkable advance on the position originally advanced by them and I do not propose to
reopen the matter.

I would remind the Deputies that the Troika was originally pressing for asset sales of €5bn
to be used exclusively to off-set debt. In the course of our discussions, we have achieved a
significant breakthrough on how the proceeds of asset disposals are to be used. In return for
committing to a disposal programme of up to €3bn, the Troika has agreed to the retention of
one-third of the proceeds for reinvestment in the economy.

I am confident that the asset disposal programme that I announced last week can have a
significantly positive outcome by driving competition in the energy sector and facilitating much
needed investment in our economic recovery.
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Departmental Staff

66. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a
shared services expert with extensive experience in the field will join the reform and delivery
office of his Department. [11226/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Shared services is
a key aspect of the Public Service Reform Plan. The benefits of shared services are well docu-
mented internationally, including in public service contexts. They include:

• standardisation of processes allowing for greater transparency and accessibility;

• reduced duplication;

• the elimination of waste; and

• significant cost reductions in the medium term.

The Government has given my Department a strong mandate to advance the actions necessary
to ensure that we deliver on the very ambitious commitments made in the Reform Plan. Good
progress is already being made. Work on a shared service approach to Human Resources for
the Civil Service is currently ongoing.

A dedicated Shared Services Transformation Manager with global experience of shared
service delivery joined the Reform and Delivery Office of my Department last week and I am
confident that this additional expertise will help to accelerate the progression of this important
agenda to drive greater value for money in how the relevant services are delivered.

In line with the Public Service Reform Plan, we are taking a sectoral approach to the develop-
ment of shared services. This means that within each of the sectors of Health, Education,
Justice, Local Government and Defence a lead official will be charged with preparing and
delivering on a strategic shared services plan appropriate to that sector by the end of June.
The Shared Services Transformation Manager will lead on the Civil Service plan and will also
provide central support and guidance on shared service best practice. In addition, and in line
with project management best practice, Senior Responsible Owners and Project Managers are
being identified for the Civil Service back-office projects as we move into the design and
implementation phases.

Expenditure Reviews

67. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in his review
of spending, if his attention has been drawn to the high cost of contract cleaners for the Depart-
ment of Finance at €203,556.00 and also high cost of contract cleaners for the Office of Public
Works at €704,918.90; if he has done a comparison on the amount it would cost to directly
employ cleaners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11247/12]

74. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in
his review of spending, if his attention has been drawn to the high cost of contract cleaners for
the Department of Finance at €203,556.00 and also high cost of contract cleaners for the Office
of Public Works at €704,918.90; if he has done a comparison on the amount it would cost to
directly employ cleaners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11246/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 67 and 74 together.
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In response to the Deputies’ questions, the cost of contract cleaning in both the Department
of Finance and the Office of Public Works has not been brought to my attention in the review
of spending. I have noted the amounts quoted and will ask both the Department of Finance
and the Office of Public Works to examine the costing and to come back to me with their views.

Public Sector Staff

68. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
provide an estimate of the number of public servants who will retire by the end of February
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11173/12]

71. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
approximate number of public servants who after making an initial declaration of interest or
intent to retire by the end of February 2012 decided not to proceed with their retirement; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11200/12]

84. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
expects to reach the target of 9,000 retirements from the public service in 2012; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11176/12]

106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will indicate the extent to which the numbers employed in the public sector have fluctuated in
each of the past five years to date in 2012; the extent to which any further reductions are
intended; the degree to which impact on the delivery of public services has been measured with
particular reference to the need to maintain front line services while at the same time achieving
the targets set out in discussions with the troika; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11169/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 68, 71, 84 and 106 together.

The latest information from across the public service indicates that over 7,000 people have
applied to retire by the end of this month. A sectoral breakdown of applications to retire is set
out below:

Sector Number of applications received

Health 310

Education 2,567

Civil Service 2,000

Local Authority 1,236

Defence 931

Gardaí 362

Total 7,406

In November 2011, I announced that we expected the size of the public service to fall to about
300,000 by end 2011, and that we had set a target of 294,400 for end 2012. I am glad to report
that the end 2011 outturn was actually about 297,000. This reduction, combined with notified
retirements to end-February, as set out above, indicates that the expected 9,000 “grace period”
retirement number will be exceeded.
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Information on the number of public servants who, after making an initial declaration of
interest or intent to retire by the end of February 2012, decided not to proceed with their
retirement is not available centrally but we would expect it to be very small.

With regard to changes in public service numbers over the last five years, details are set
out below:

Public Service Staff Numbers Year-on-Year Difference
(WTE)

2007 311,676

2008 319,891 +8,215

2009 310,277 (9,614)

2010 305,512 (4,765)

2011 296,872 (8,640)

2012 294,401 (ECF target) (2,471)

As the Deputies are aware, the Government is committed to further reducing Public Service
numbers to 282,500 by 2015. This is in line with the Programme for Government and will allow
us to achieve the paybill reductions that are required in accordance with the agreement with
our external funding partners.

The Government has ensured that attention is being given to safeguarding frontline services
in so far as possible. The moratorium will continue with certain limited exceptions for example
in relation to some frontline posts, or statutory positions, etc. where a sufficiently strong busi-
ness case is made to my Department. In the Health and Education sectors in particular special
arrangements are in place for exemptions to the moratorium on recruitment for specified
grades or positions. Of course, responsibility for operational planning in the context of reducing
resources rests in the first instance, with each Public Service body and its parent Department.
The Public Service Reform Plan and the Croke Park Agreement provide a range of mechanisms
for discharging work including work reorganisation, changes to rosters or working hours, new
methods of service delivery and redeployment of staff. Each public service body has scope to
fully utilise these mechanisms as appropriate.

Transition Teams have been put in place for each of the sectors to deal with the specific
short-term challenges arising from the ending of the grace period and to manage the process in
their respective sectors. These teams are drawn from the existing Strategic Workforce Planning
Groups whose task it is to ensure that sectoral employers are developing plans to deal with the
operational and strategic consequences arising from staffing reductions in the coming years.

Sale of State Assets

69. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views
that any sale of State assets at this junction is unlikely to achieve the best possible outcome for
the State; his further views that the sale of State assets may bring short-term gain but will have
seriously negative consequences for this country in the long term; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11250/12]

80. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the
decision to sell State assets is in the public interest. [11214/12]
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83. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views
on the fact that the sale of State assets will inevitably lead to job losses in these companies;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11249/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 69, 80 and 83 together.

In comparison with the prospect that we faced when this Government came to power last
year, I am confident that the asset disposal programme that I announced last week can have a
significantly positive outcome by driving competition in the energy sector and facilitating much
needed investment in our economic recovery.

Instead of a programme of asset sales of €5bn to be used exclusively to off-set debt, which
is what the Troika was originally pressing for, we have achieved a significant breakthrough on
how the proceeds of asset disposals are to be used. In return for committing to a disposal
programme of up to €3bn, which is a more ambitious target than we had originally provided
for in the Programme for Government, the Troika has agreed to the retention of one-third of
the proceeds for reinvestment in the economy.

In deciding on the programme that I announced last week, the Government has been careful
to safeguard the position of strategic infrastructure such as the electricity and gas networks and
Dublin port and the House will have noted that they are not part of the disposal programme
and will remain under State control.

Apart from the receipts from the sale of assets that the Government will retain for rein-
vestment in the economy, the sale of certain business units of State companies actually offers
the prospect of access to significant new capital to grow these businesses, which might not have
otherwise have been available, given the current position in capital markets.

Proposed Legislation

70. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when
legislation will be published in respect of reform of the Freedom of Information Act; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11184/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Department is
at an advanced stage in the preparation of the General Scheme of a Bill to give effect to the
commitments in the Programme for Government in relation to Freedom of Information.

Subject to Government approval of the draft Heads of the Bill and other priorities in the
Government’s legislative programme, I expect to be in a position to introduce the Bill to give
effect to the commitment to restore Freedom of Information legislation later this year.

Question Nos. 71 answered with Question No. 68.

Sale of State Assets

72. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the basis on
which he defined strategic from non-strategic State assets when making his decision on the
State assets that were to be sold under the troika agreement; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11248/12]

92. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the basis on which he defined strategic from non-strategic State assets when making his decision
on the State assets that were to be sold under the troika agreement; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11245/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 72 and 92 together.

In identifying which assets are to be regarded as non-strategic, Government has been guided,
inter alia, by the detailed sectoral analysis contained in the report of the Review Group on
State Assets and Liabilities, which was published in April of last year.

The Government considers, in particular, the electricity and gas transmission systems and
Dublin Port to be strategic and vital to the optimum functioning of the economy, and the
House will have noted that they are not part of the disposal programme that I announced last
week. During last week’s announcement, I also indicated that consideration will be given to
the sale of some assets of Coillte, but I made it clear that any sale of Coillte’s land-holdings is
ruled out.

Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 64.

Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 67.

Social Impact Bonds

75. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
date on which he intends to introduce social impact bonds; if he has identified any specific
areas in which these bonds could be used; if he will begin with some trial programmes; if he
has identified any trial programmes; if he will provide a description of such; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [3945/12]

108. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he has held any discussions with interested bodies, either domestic or foreign, regarding the
establishment of social impact bonds here; if he will provide the names of any such bodies; the
nature of any discussions held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3944/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 75 and 108 together.

The Government Programme for National Recovery 2011-2016 provides that the Govern-
ment will establish a new model of financing social interventions called Social Impact Bonds
that share audited Exchequer savings with charitable and voluntary organisations. My Depart-
ment is considering how best to establish this new and innovative mechanism and will bring
forward proposals in due course. An advisory group chaired by a recently retired Secretary
General has been established to explore the potential for Social Impact Bonds and my Depart-
ment is represented on this group.

A scoping exercise of the potential of Social Impact Bonds is being conducted on behalf of
the advisory group by Clann Credo — the social investment fund in conjunction with Atlantic
Philanthropies and the Centre for Effective Studies. This followed on a wide call to Govern-
ment Departments, State Agencies and the community and voluntary sector for ideas that
might be suitable for Social Impact Bonds.

Following on from these consultations, further work is progressing on the feasibility of a
short listed number of areas which would be suitable to test the concept in an Irish context.

It is hoped to pilot at least one of these areas later this year and my department expects to
receive a progress update on this short listing exercise from the advisory group shortly.
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Public Sector Staff

76. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position
regarding circular LP 6/7/2001; his views on the appropriateness of required notice periods in
the public sector; his plans to require for additional notice of early retirement to be given by
senior public servants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11199/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Circular letter LP
6/7/2011 provides that civil service staff should give a three-month notice period of their inten-
tion to retire in the period up to and including 29 February 2012. Other sectors of the public
service have adopted a similar approach to a notice period.

The three month notice period was introduced as a temporary measure to assist management
across the public service in dealing with the large number of retirements of staff in the run up
to the end of the “grace period” — i.e. the period during which the calculation of pension is
unaffected by the pay reductions applied under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public
Interest (No. 2) Act 2009.

In order to protect public services it was critical that management in each of the sectors had
knowledge of the numbers of staff retiring and the business areas that might be affected by
potentially large scale departures.

We are required under the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding with the
EU/ECB/IMF to make quarterly returns on the progress being made in relation to reductions
in numbers in the public service. Accurate and early information on forthcoming retirements
is an important part of this reporting requirement. It provides us with information on whether
the reduction in the public service pay bill arising from impending retirements is sufficient to
meet Ireland’s commitments under the Memorandum of Understanding.

It is my intention to issue a revised instruction in relation to notice requirements for retire-
ments and resignations which take place after 29th February 2012. As numbers reduce across
the public service it will remain critical that management know when key staff will be leaving
their organisation.

In addition, the Memorandum of Understanding will continue to be a driver in the continuing
effort to reduce public service numbers. It is important, therefore, that we continue to have
the most up-to-date information possible with regard to retirements going forward.

It is anticipated that discussions with the civil service unions on the introduction of a required
notice period will commence shortly. The question of senior civil servants and key personnel
giving longer notice will also be examined and, if necessary, will be provided for.

Appointments to State Boards

77. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if any State
board appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons;
the corresponding savings to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11204/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to the
Deputy’s question no members of State boards under the aegis of my Department have volun-
teered to waive their fee or expenses.

For completeness one member of the board of An Post National Lottery is not paid a fee as
he is a member of the board of An Post. In addition, no fee was paid to a board member whose
term expired in November 2011 as he was also a member of the board of An Post.
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Top Level Appointments Committee

78. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
consider removing Secretaries General from the top level appointments committee. [11217/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy will be
aware of the extensive changes which I introduced last July in relation to the composition of the
Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC). There is now a majority of external members on
the Committee, as well as an external Chairperson.

These changes are in line with our commitment under the Programme for Government. The
appointees have been selected not only for their expertise in management and HR, but also
for the new perspective they bring from outside the public service.

In this respect, it is my view that it is best practice to have Secretaries General in the civil
service involved in the selection process for senior positions in the civil service.

Ministerial Transport

79. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers
in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11188/12]

283. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost
to his Department of the senior Ministers car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31
December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he
will detail the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid
to them and all other related information, and the information should include any payment
made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10644/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 79 and 283 together.

In period June 2011 to December 2011 the following travel costs were incurred by my
Department in relation to travel undertake by me in my role as Minister for the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform.

On the 24th of November 2011, I travelled to Poznan via the Government Jet to attend a
meeting held under the Polish Presidency. In addition I travelled to Brussels on 15th December
to attend a meeting of the General Affairs Council. On this occasion I used a commercial flight
which cost €295.17.

In relation to the use of my car I have received a total of €6,490 in respect of mileage claims
covering the period June- December 2011.

I have two civilian drivers who are paid €631.75 per week by my Department. In the period
June to December they received a combined payment of €41,154. In the same period they
received a combined total of €14,733 in travel and subsistence claims.

Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 69.

Public Sector Staff

81. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will revoke the awarding of added years and special severance gratuity payments to current
Secretaries General. [11208/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The superannuation
terms for Secretaries General are in line with their contractual arrangements. Currently serving
Secretaries General appointed under the TLAC process have exit arrangements which are part
of their terms of employment following a Government decision at the time of appointment.
These may include the offer of an alternative post in the Public Service, or a severance payment
and retirement on enhanced pension. The advice of the Office of the Attorney General is that
the Government does not have discretion to change those terms.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government introduced a new regime to apply to new
Secretaries General on completion of their term of office. Newly appointed Secretaries
General, unless they have already reached pension age, will no longer benefit from immediate
payment of pension and lump sum before they reach preserved pension age; nor will they
benefit from notional added years for pension purposes. These are significant changes com-
pared to the exit terms which applied to previous appointees.

In addition, a number of pension-related measures have been implemented in the Public
Service which affect Secretaries General. The pay reductions introduced since 2010 will impact
on pension benefits for those retiring after the end of the ‘grace period’, i.e. from 1 March 2012
onwards. The pensions of those retiring before that date are subject to the Public Service
Pension Reduction (PSPR) which was introduced in January 2011. I also recently provided for
an increase in the rate of PSPR that applies to pensions over €100,000 from 12% to 20% which
will affect Secretaries General on pensions above that level.

Finally, the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme) and Remuneration Bill to provide for
a Single Public Service Pension Scheme is currently before the Oireachtas and will be
implemented this year. It will introduce a pension based on career average earnings, rather
than the current system of pension based on final salary, for those who will be members of
the scheme.

Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 62.

Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 69.

Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 68.

Ministerial Staff

85. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cumulat-
ive total of payments to ministerial advisers in excess of the salary cap of €92,672; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11205/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The current Guide-
lines on Special Advisors provide, except in the Offices of the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste
where separate arrangements apply, that they are to be placed on the Principal Officer
(standard) scale, which currently runs from €80,051 at the minimum to €92,672 at the
maximum.

Remuneration in excess of the maximum point of the Principal Officer (standard) scale has
been sanctioned by me in a number of instances based on the business case presented. In the
majority of cases this has been based on evidence of higher earnings in the previous employ-
ment and the need to secure the appointment of an individual with particular skills and expert-
ise. Details of the cases where a higher salary was sanctioned are to be found in the following
table.
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The combined salary rates of €681,833 for the six advisers concerned amounted to an excess
of €125,801 over the cap of €92,672.

List of Special Advisers above max of PO — Feb 2012

Department Minister/Minister of Name of Adviser Sanctioned Pay Rate
State

1 Agriculture Fisheries Minister Coveney Ross MacMathuna €110,000
and Food

2 Communications, Minister Rabbitte Simon Nugent €97,200
Energy and Natural
Resources

3 Jobs, Enterprise and Minister Bruton Ciaran Conlon €127,000
Innovation

4 Public Expenditure and Minister Howlin Rónán O’Brien €114,000
Reform

5 Social Protection Minister Burton Ed Brophy €127,796

6 Transport, Tourism and Minister Varadkar Brian Murphy €105,837
Sport

Total €681,833

Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 65.

Sale of State Assets

87. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will outline the detailed impact analysis undertaken or requested by him on the sale of State
assets with respect to national spatial planning and key infrastructure development, particularly
with regard to the national transportation and energy companies; the likely outcomes of the
entry into these specific markets by private concerns with respect to service provision to all
parts of the country; if he expects any substantial new regulatory regime will be required to
enforce Ireland’s obligation under EU environmental legislation after the sale of State assets;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11244/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In deciding on the
programme of asset disposals that I announced last week, the Government has been careful to
safeguard the position of strategic infrastructure such as the electricity and gas networks and
Dublin port and the deputy will have noted that they are not part of the disposal programme
that I announced. The Government recognizes that this key infrastructure is vital to the opti-
mum functioning of the economy and ensuring, inter alia, provision of quality services to all
parts of the country and they will remain under State control.

The relevant Government Departments, overseen by my department and with the assistance
of NewERA are now progressing matters with the objective of identifying by end-March any
remaining policy, regulatory, legislative and/or financial issues, including the issues that the
Deputy refers to, that may need to be addressed prior to disposal. Great care will be taken at
all times to ensure any decisions are in the national interest and represent value for the
Exchequer. It is intended that any issues arising will be addressed by the end of 2012 in order
to facilitate transactions commencing in 2013.

I do not expect that a substantial new regulatory regime will be required to enforce Ireland’s
obligation under EU environmental legislation on foot of the programme of State asset dis-
posals that I announced last week.
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Legislative Programme

88. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the
legislation to protect sub-contractors will be progressed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11178/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Programme for
Government contains a commitment to introduce new legislation to protect small building
subcontractors that have been denied payments from bigger companies. In this regard, my
colleague Minister of State Mr Brian Hayes has been working with Senator Feargal Quinn to
develop the Senator’s private member’s Construction Contracts Bill — which had passed all
stages in the Seanad and had moved onto the Dáil order paper — into a robust piece of
legislation.

In order to address a number of issues that were raised during the consultation on the Bill
a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) was carried out. The RIA was completed and pub-
lished on 27 September. The Report is available on my Department’s website:
www.per.gov.ie/reports.

The RIA examined issues relating to payment practices in the construction sector and
assessed the need for legislative intervention. It found that legislation is desirable to improve
payment practices and to allow swift resolution of payment disputes by way of adjudication,
allowing projects to be completed without wasting time and money in litigation. In addition,
the RIA examined the main proposals to amend the Bill that were raised during the Seanad
debate and subsequent consultation. It found that there were merits to considering amending
the Bill in a number of respects e.g. to bring lower value contracts within its scope and to make
the adjudicators award binding in payment dispute cases. It concluded that any such amend-
ments should be formulated in such a manner that would protect the taxpayer.

Following the RIA, Minister Hayes has now prepared proposals to progress this legislation
and these are now being brought to Government for approval. It is essential that the solution
to this issue needs to be balanced so as to avoid imposing regulatory or cost burdens on parties
in dispute, the State or others.

Public Service Reform

89. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will indicate the degree to which the public expenditure and reform measures identified by his
predecessors have achieved their respective targets to date; the extent to which it is likely that
the targets to the year 2015 in terms of cost reduction measures aimed at achieving budgetary
equilibrium are likely to be met; if specific reforms have illustrated particular advantage over
others; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11168/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On 17th November
last year, I launched the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan. The Plan differs from
previous initiatives in that it provides a new imperative for cost reductions and service improve-
ments in a context of falling Public Service numbers, linked closely to governance structures
and processes designed to ensure implementation. It contains a wide range of actions and
commitments, with very clear timelines, to radically reform structures, operations and processes
across the Public Service.

These reforms reflect five major commitments to change, namely: placing customer service
at the core of everything we do; maximising new and innovative service delivery channels;
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radically reducing costs to drive better value for money; leading, organising and working in
new ways; and a strong focus on implementation and delivery.

The actions set out in the Reform Plan are accompanied by specified timescales for com-
pletion and Departments and major Offices have also devised their own high level Integrated
Reform Delivery Plans. This combination of reforms at central, sectoral and organisational
levels represents an integrated and coordinated approach to change in the Public Service.

The Government’s commitment to Public Service Reform was made clear by the decision to
establish a Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with a Cabinet Minister dedicated
to driving the reform agenda. This has placed Public Service Reform at the centre of govern-
ment. For the first time, functions and responsibility in relation to the reform of the Public
Service are reflected on a statutory basis. We have established a dedicated Reform and Delivery
Office in my Department to oversee and drive the reform programme.

Of course, the Cabinet Committee on Public Service Reform plays a central role in ensuring
that reforms are focused and milestones achieved. We have also put in place various other
governance and support structures to ensure implementation across all sectors of the Public
Service. In terms of expenditure targets, it is clear from the Comprehensive Expenditure Report
2012-2014 published on 5th December last, the Capital Infrastructure Plan published on 10th
November 2011 and the Implementation Body publication of the Public Service Agreement
Progress Report on the 17th November 2011 that the Government is making good progress on
achieving all of our targets and priorities, as articulated in the Government Programme, in
terms of both bringing public expenditure back to a sustainable level and driving forward the
Public Service reform agenda to ensure that efficiencies and reformed work practices play a
full part in contributing to the overall budgetary consolidation effort. The Government has
repeatedly affirmed its commitment to its targets and is confident that these targets will be met.

I should also mention the new “Performance Budgets” initiative which I launched last week.
This initiative heralded a completely reformed budgetary process where information is used
and presented in a modern and accountable manner. This will allow for the Dáil to be fully
involved in expenditure policy and to hold Ministers and public service managers to account
for their spending. As part of this process, last month I wrote to the Chairs of all of the Dáil
Select Committees, inviting them to start engaging straight away with Ministers and Depart-
ments on the expenditure allocations for 2013.

National Lottery Licence

90. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
purpose he intends to use the balance of the up-front payment from the National Lottery
operator licence. [11223/12]

94. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will include a good cause guarantee clause in the licence awarded the new operator of the
National Lottery next year to ensure current funding levels are maintained. [11224/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 90 and 94 together.

I announced on 10th November 2011, in the context of unveiling the Infrastructure and
Capital Investment Framework 2012-2016, that the Government has decided to review a
number of options regarding the future of the National Lottery. My Department is currently
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examining the various options with respect to the next Lottery licence and I expect to be in a
position to revert to Government in a matter of weeks.

The Government’s intention is to seek a large upfront payment to the State as part of the
arrangements for the new licence, with some of the payment to be used to help fund the
building of the proposed new National Paediatric Hospital. I would also stress that any new
arrangements for the National Lottery will involve the continued provision of significant annual
revenues from the Lottery for good causes. However, in advance of a final decision by Govern-
ment on how to proceed on the matter, it would be premature for me to speculate at this stage
on possible terms for the next licence.

Departmental Agencies

91. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he is introducing measures to ensure that the salaries of all senior management in bodies and
agencies that receive public sector funding or grant aid will be publicly available; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [10578/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer to my reply
to Question Reference No. 2856/12 of 18 January 2012.

Question No. 92 answered with Question No. 72.

Public Service Contracts

93. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps
being taken to assist small business in obtaining public contracts; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10588/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the Deputy
to my answer to his Parliamentary Question No. 3307/12 on 24 January 2012 in which I outlined
the elements of my Department’s public procurement guidelines that are designed to promote
participation of small and medium-sized enterprises in the award of public contracts and to
reduce the up-front administration burden for them. Public contracting authorities are required
to observe these guidelines.

The Government continues to review the situation in regard to SME participation in public
procurement and where consistent with achieving value-for-money, probity and transparency,
will seek to address any further issues that might be identified.

Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 90.

Performance Management Systems

95. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the per-
formance assessment measures particularly with regards to policy implementation he intends
to put in place following the Bertelsmann Stiftung Foundation finding that the Civil Service
management capacity here is slightly below the EU average. [11221/12]

105. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
performance assessment measures he intends to implement to address the lack of a general
accountability framework for senior and middle managers across the public sector. [11219/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 95 and 105 together.
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Senior public service managers are accountable to the Oireachtas through their appearances
before Select Committees and the Public Accounts Committee. They are also subject to rigor-
ous independent examination of regularity, propriety and value for money by the Comptroller
and Auditor General who carries out individual VFM examinations on the economy and
efficiency with which a public body uses its resources. Public servants are also subject to wider
scrutiny through the operation of the Freedom of Information legislation and the work of the
Office of the Ombudsman.

The Public Service Management Act 1997 requires Secretaries General and Heads of Office
to prepare and report on Statements of Strategy, and makes them more directly responsible
and accountable for the day-to-day management of their Departments/Offices. Such
responsibilities and accountability can in turn be assigned to other officials.

The Statements of Strategy set out clearly the high-level objectives against which the per-
formance of Departments and other public service organisations will be assessed. In particular,
the annual Estimates of Expenditure for 2012 have now been re-cast to ensure full alignment
with the Statements of Strategy, and to include performance information against each of the
high-level objectives (or strategic “programmes”). This approach, referred to as ‘performance
budgeting’, was piloted successfully for the Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and Agri-
culture Groups of Votes in 2011, and has now been rolled out generally for the 2012 Revised
Estimates which were published last Thursday, 23 February. These new Estimates present an
unprecedented volume of information on the performance of Departments and Offices — with
particular focus on policy implementation by reference to outputs and impacts — and will
provide new tools for Dáil Select Committees in their scrutiny role with regard to the annual
expenditure allocations. The overall intention, in line with Government Programme commit-
ments, is to heighten the focus upon overall performance and delivery by Departments and
Offices, and improve accountability by office-holders for the achievement of results.

The Performance Management and Development System (PMDS) which applies in the Civil
Service places a strong emphasis on individual performance and accountability through the
setting of goals and the monitoring of performance. The integration of this system with other
Human Resource processes increases the level of accountability for individuals. My Depart-
ment has recently introduced changes to PMDS that streamline the process and make it a more
useful tool for the management of performance. My Department will continue to review the
effectiveness of performance management and develop new ways to strengthen management
capability.

In addition, the Programme for Government contains a commitment to legislate for a
reformulated code of laws, replacing both the Ministers and Secretaries Acts and the Public
Service Management Act, on the legal relationship between Ministers and their civil servants
and their legal accountability for decisions and for management of Departments. Work is
ongoing in my Department in this area. I remain committed to bringing forward the reform
required in the context of commitments on accountability arrangements, as set out in the Prog-
ramme for Government. Legislative change to clarify accountability arrangements is a key
initiative of the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan that was published in November
2011.

State Agencies

96. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
if his Department’s reform and delivery office has compiled a comprehensive list of State
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agencies that includes both non-commercial State agencies and various State bodies.
[11228/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): With regard to this
question, I refer the Deputy to my answer to Deputy Mary Lou McDonald (PQ Ref No:
5539/12) on 31 January 2012, which sets out the different bodies currently in operation and the
approach which my Department is taking in classifying the different types of organisation.

Public Infrastructure Funding

97. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if follow-
ing his commitments in the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-2016 Medium Term
Exchequer Framework, he will provide an update on his ongoing engagement with potential
private sector investors, including pension funds. [11225/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public infrastructure
is funded primarily in two ways at the moment: Exchequer financing (the vast bulk of funding)
and PPP-sourced funding for particular projects that are suited to the PPP approach while
providing value for money for the State. Since the publication of the “Infrastructure and Capital
Investment 2012-2016: Medium Term Exchequer Framework”, my Department has intensified
its engagement in a series of initiatives to maximise the sources of funding available for infra-
structure investment. Some of these initiatives could provide lower-cost and/or longer-term
substitution for existing sources of Exchequer borrowing for the Exchequer capital programme;
some relate to financing solutions to close existing PPP deals; and some involve seeking new
sources of private financing for public investment including via PPPs.

My Department is currently engaging with both the European Investment Bank (EIB) and
the Council of Europe Bank (CEB) with a view to securing funding for a number of Exchequer
funded capital projects including the Schools Building programme and the Water Services
programme. I appreciate the support expressed by both institutions and the confidence shown
by them in offering long term funding for important Irish infrastructure developments. This
funding will not be additional to that provided for in the Medium Term Investment Framework
but will provide funding on more favourable terms than are otherwise available to the State.

We are also continuing to pursue the PPP approach to deliver public infrastructure alongside
more traditional procurement, where it makes sense and offers value for money. Of course I
acknowledge that the private funding market for PPPs is very challenging. Bank credit is in
short supply internationally; our sovereign debt situation presents its own difficulties. I am very
open to hearing proposals that might provide a workable solution to those difficulties. My
Department has been actively engaging with private institutional investors to see whether it
might be possible to match our immediate funding requirements for projects with their long
term income stream needs. My Department is also in consultation with our European counter-
parts to explore best practice and similar initiatives in other jurisdictions like the UK.

In conjunction with my Department, the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) is
working to progress pipeline PPP projects and to help unlock potential private sector
investment.

Statutory Instruments

98. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
revoke Statutory Instrument No. 28 of 2012. [11216/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Statutory Instru-
ment No. 28 of 2012 “Oireachtas (Allowances) (Certain Ministers of State) Order 2012 (S.I.
28 of 2012) Order 2012” replaces a provision in an earlier Order, Statutory Instrument No.
347 of 2011 “Oireachtas (Allowances) (Members and Holders of Parliamentary and Certain
Ministerial Offices) Order 2011”, which provides for the payment of a taxable allowance to
two named Ministers of State who regularly attend Cabinet meetings.

I have no plans to revoke Statutory Instrument No. 28 of 2012.

Public Service Reform

99. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
progress made to date in rationalising State bodies as outlined in the Government statement
on public service reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11203/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): With regard to this
question, I refer the Deputy to my answer to Deputy Shane Ross (PQ Ref No.: 7802/12) on 14
February 2012, which details the progress to date on rationalising the State bodies outlined in
the Public Service Reform report of 17 November 2011.

Ministerial Transport

100. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is
satisfied that the process of verification for mileage claims by Ministers in respect of their
duties is sufficiently robust; his plans to review the system; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11190/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Since 1 May 2011
Cabinet Ministers with the exception of Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Law
Reform now use their own cars. All Ministers are now paid for official mileage up to 96,540
kilometres or 60,000 miles per annum. Ministers of State have used their own cars on official
business since 1984.

The payment of the travel allowance to Ministers is certified by the Accounting Officer of
the Minister’s Department on the basis of statements provided by the Minister from time to
time certifying the total distance travelled. Furthermore accountability in relation to such pay-
ments fall within the purview of local departmental Internal Audit Committees as well as the
Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

Public Service Reform

101. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
if following the publication of the Third Report of the Organisational Review Programme he
intends to publish his Department’s comprehensive action plans in response to the Organis-
ational Review Programme findings. [11227/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Third Report
of the Organisational Review Programme was published on 26th January this year. The report
contains the findings of reviews of four Departments: the Department of the Taoiseach, the
Department of Education and Skills, the Department of the Environment, Community and
Local Government and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. It also contains compre-
hensive follow-up action plans prepared by each of these organisations and by the Department
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in relation to the National Parks and Wildlife Service.
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As the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform was not reviewed as part of the
Organisational Review Programme, the question of preparing a follow-up action plan does not
arise. However, all those organisations which were reviewed will progress implementation of
their action plans. The prioritization of this process will be reflected in their Integrated Reform
Delivery Plans developed as part of the Public Service Reform Programme.

Croke Park Agreement

102. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is
satisfied that the format of the forthcoming report on the implementation of the Croke Park
agreement will address perceived shortcomings in the previous report such as more comprehen-
sive details on the savings being achieved will be provided; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11186/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Implemen-
tation Body published a very comprehensive progress report last June, on foot of its annual
review of the Agreement, which outlined the sustainable pay savings that were achieved under
the framework of the Agreement in its first year. The Report also gave a very thorough account
of the progress that had been achieved on implementing the change and reform agendas in
each sector of the public service. The Body also provided an assessment of the progress to date
and outlined areas for priority action in the next reporting period.

The second annual review of the Agreement will be undertaken by the Body after Easter
and, as before, will assess the level of savings achieved under the framework of the Agreement
in its second year (1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012). As before, it will also scrutinise the level
of progress being made on implementing the reform programmes in each sector. I look forward
to the outcome of that review which I expect will be published shortly thereafter.

Departmental Bodies

103. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the further measures he envisages bringing forward to address the issue of excessive pay in the
private and public sectors and the sheltered professions; if he sees merit in establishing a top
pay commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10577/12]

297. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will establish a top pay commission to research and review all levels of compensation and
remuneration across the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5512/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 103 and 297 together.

I refer to my reply to Question Reference No. 6848/12 of 7 February 2012.

Ministerial Transport

104. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
changes, if any, he plans to make to Government members’ travel allowances and the account-
ing of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11218/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Since 1 May 2011
Cabinet Minister with the exception of Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Law
Reform now use their own cars. All Ministers are now paid for official mileage up to 96,540
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[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

kilometres or 60,000 miles per annum. Ministers of State have used their own cars on official
business since 1984.

The payment of the travel allowance to Ministers is certified by the Accounting Officer of
the Minister’s Department on the basis of statements provided by the Minister from time to
time certifying the total distance travelled. Furthermore accountability in relation to such pay-
ments fall within the purview of local departmental Internal Audit Committees as well as the
Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 95.

Question No. 106 answered with Question No. 68.

Capital Investment Programme

107. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on
the pre-Budget 2012 statement of the United Left Alliance advocating a emergency programme
of necessary public works as response to mass unemployment. [4109/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy
is aware, the Government recently laid out our five year capital investment programme in
Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-2016. This publication which was the result of a
major review of capital expenditure, prioritises investment in that infrastructure which will be
most beneficial to supporting economic growth, thereby supporting sustainable employment
growth in the medium term, meets urgent social needs and maintains our existing stock of infra-
structure.

The programme protects supports to the enterprise sector primarily through agencies such
as Enterprise Ireland and the IDA. The unprecedented level of investment over the past few
years and in 2012 delivered through the Enterprise Development Agencies can foster sus-
tainable and valuable employment in the exporting sectors of the economy which will be critical
to recovery. While the overall capital envelope for 2012 has been reduced, we have actually
held the level of capital allocation for the enterprise sector relative to the preceding period.

The State will be spending some €17 billion over the next five years on capital projects
throughout the country and this will help support employment in many key areas. Much of
this investment will be in smaller scale locally based projects, such as local and regional road
maintenance and improvement, or school building and repair. It is important to note that less
expensive re-fit, refurbishment, and up-grade works can be more labour-intensive than larger
capital-intensive projects that have been deferred.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 75.

Public Service Staff

109. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
way it is intended to reduce to 282,000 by 2015 the numbers employed in the civil and public
service; the number who are expected to leave because they have reached pension age; if it is
intended that those leaving will do so on a voluntary basis; if he intends to adopt a targeted
approach by Department or sector; if an overall risk assessment been done and if so what the
findings of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11532/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Government
is committed to reducing Public Service numbers to 282,500 by 2015. I believe that our end-
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2012 target of 294,400 will be delivered through retirements in accordance with existing
arrangements. Following the end of the grace period, my Department will review the numbers
position across the public service this year and out to 2015 and will assess the means through
which our targets can most effectively be met while maintaining service delivery in critical areas.

Official Transport

110. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach the cost of the Attorney General’s car in
the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 to include mileage and car related
expenses paid to the AG; salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel
expenses paid to civilian drivers, the information should include any payment made in 2012
related to a 2011 claim. [10607/12]

The Taoiseach: I am informed that the Office of the Attorney General paid no costs in
relation to mileage or car related expenses in respect of the use of the Attorney General’s car
during the period 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011. Payments to the civilian drivers for that
period were €43,464.40 in salaries and €27.42 in subsistence. No overtime or travel expenses
were incurred.

Departmental Records

111. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach if he will introduce physiological audit man-
agement procedure to record gambling related deaths here; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11040/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Central
Statistics Office applies the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related
Health Problems (ICD-10) and the associated international rules for determining the appro-
priate classification to the recording and compilation of official underlying cause of death statis-
tics. The ICD classification is broadly based on the aetiology rather than the manifestation of
diseases and gambling is not catered for as a category within this internationally agreed classifi-
cation. Under EU law (Commission Regulation No. 328/2011 on Causes of Death) the CSO is
legally obliged to codify underlying cause of death statistics to the ICD classification.

The CSO is not familiar with the Physiological Audit Management Procedure (PAMP) for
the codification of official underlying cause of death statistics.

Contacts in both the World Health Organisation and EUROSTAT have also confirmed that
they are unaware of the procedure or of its use in the generation of official mortality statistics.

Departmental Staff

112. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach the cost of lump sum severance payments
and pensions of those leaving his Department through retirement or other grounds; and the
loss of pension levy and superannuation from employees leaving his Department. [10589/12]

The Taoiseach: Three members of staff will have retired from my Department before 29
February this year.

The estimated cost of lump sum severance payments and the annual cost of pensions for
these members of staff will amount to €275,390.

The estimated loss of pension levy and superannuation will amount to €15,859.
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Freedom of Information

113. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach the number of freedom of information
requests received by him in 2011; the number of requests for which a search and retrieval fee
was sought; the maximum fee sought by him in respect of a request received; the number of
requests not proceeded following the non-payment of the search and retrieval fee sought; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10590/12]

The Taoiseach: My Department received 98 Freedom of Information requests in 2011.

Search and retrieval fees were sought in respect of eleven requests, the highest being €282.99.
No requests were withdrawn as a result of a search and retrieval fee being sought.

Ministerial Transport

114. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach the cost to his Department of the senior
Minister’s car and that of the Government Chief Whip in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to
31 December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister and
the Government Chief Whip; the salaries paid to civilian drivers; overtime, subsistence and
travel expenses paid to civilian drivers and all other related information; and the information
should include any payment made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10647/12]

116. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Taoiseach the amount of mileage clocked up on a
monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers attached to his Department
since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers
attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list of trips for which mileage
expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10808/12]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 and 116 together.

I have been supplied with a Garda car under the Ministerial transport scheme and do not
use a private car for official purposes.

There has been no cost incurred by my Department on Ministerial transport in respect of
the Government Chief Whip and the Minister of State for European Affairs from 1 June 2011
to date.

All salary costs in respect of the Civilian Driver assigned to the Government Chief Whip are
paid by the Department of Defence.

Public Sector Staff

115. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach the location and grade of all public servants
within his Department or related agencies who, while not having reached the minimum retire-
ment age to avail of cost neutral early retirement, will benefit from the provisions under the
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009; his plans to continue
the service provided by each of the retiring staff; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10689/12]

The Taoiseach: Three members of staff in my Department are retiring in February 2012,
comprising one Principal Officer, one Executive Officer who work-shares and one Head
Services Officer. All of the officers concerned have reached the minimum age to avail of
early retirement.

The staffing needs of the Department are kept under ongoing review in order to ensure that
it meets its objectives. Sanction has been received from the Department of Public Expenditure
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and Reform to fill a Principal Officer vacancy and the Head Service Officer position through
internal competitions. The Executive Officer post will not be replaced by my Department.

Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 114.

Departmental Expenditure

117. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the total amount
each Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant has spent on entertainment expenses
since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and junior Ministers and in the calendar year
of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants. [10862/12]

The Taoiseach: The following table details the amount spent by my Department on entertain-
ment expenses on behalf of the Government Chief Whip, Minister of State for European
Affairs and myself from March to December 2011, and in respect of the full calendar year for
Senior Civil Servants assigned to my Department. The majority of the expenditure was in
respect of visiting international delegations.

All expenditure is in line with the entertainment guidelines set down by the Department
of Finance.

Name Dates Total Amount

Taoiseach March to December 2011 Nil

Government Chief Whip March to December 2011 €130.00

Minister of State for European Affairs March to December 2011 Nil

Secretary General, Assistant Secretary January to December 2011 €736.00

Departmental Advertising

118. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Taoiseach the number and costs of advertisements
placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil and public service in the past 12
months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process; the number of vacancies filled
from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11514/12]

The Taoiseach: Two Assistant Secretary vacancies in my Department were advertised in
national newspapers by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) in the last 12 months. The cost
of the advertisements were borne by the PAS. The PAS ran an extensive search process in
both the public and private sectors in respect of each position. The appointments were made
by the Top Level Appointments Committee, which has an external Chair and a majority of
external members. The successful candidates in both competitions were already civil servants.

Appointments to State Boards

119. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if any State board appointees have volun-
teered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons; the corresponding savings to
the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11898/12]

The Taoiseach: Members of the National Economic and Social Council are not paid fees in
respect of their membership of the Council. Members of the National Statistics Board have not
volunteered to waive their fees and expenses. These are the only Boards to which I make
appointments.
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Northern Ireland Issues

120. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade his view on the refusal by the Northern Ireland Secretary of State to meet elected
political representatives in the North to discuss the ongoing cases of protesting prisoners at
Maghaberry Prison one of whom is in prison for more than nine months now without charge;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10653/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am not in
a position to comment on the requests for meetings with the Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland. I can confirm, however, that officials from my Department continue to closely monitor
developments in relation to Maghaberry prison including the referred case. We continue to
encourage resolution of the outstanding issues in that prison.

Diplomatic Representation

121. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the reason the Irish Embassy in Iran has been closed. [10673/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As I have
previously reported to this House, the decision to close the Irish Embassy in Iran was taken
following a review of overseas missions carried out by the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade which gave particular attention to the economic return from bilateral missions. In light
of the current pressures on public finances, the Government decided that the low volume of
trade over a prolonged period did not justify maintaining a resident diplomatic Mission in
Teheran. Ireland will continue to have full diplomatic relations with Iran and the Government
intends to seek the appointment of a non-resident Ambassador. The Government remains
committed to maintaining and developing our relations with Iran including, to the extent that
it may be possible, in the economic area.

Human Rights Issues

122. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if, on his forthcoming visit to Malawi, he will raise the human rights issue of people’s
right to peaceful protest, particularly in view of the death by shooting of 19 people at a reform
meeting protest in July 2011. [10700/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello): I
am visiting Malawi this week in order to see the impact of Ireland’s development programme
in the country, which is strongly focused on the areas of hunger and nutrition. I will also hold
a number of meetings and consultations as part of the ongoing review of the White Paper on
Irish Aid. During the visit I will meet with Ministers and senior officials of the Government of
Malawi, as well as representatives of Non-Governmental and civil society groups. I will discuss
a wide range of bilateral and international issues and I will of course raise our concerns on a
number of human rights issues, including the matter referred to in the question. I fully share
the Deputy’s concerns in relations to the events of July 2011. At the time, with our EU col-
leagues, and through European Union High Representative, Catherine Ashton, we strongly
condemned the use of excessive force against protesters by the Malawian authorities and the
actions taken to prevent citizens from exercising their Constitutional right to demonstrate
peacefully. The EU called on the people and the Government of Malawi to remain committed
to the principles of democracy and to resolve disagreements through peaceful means. Since the
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violent incidents of last July, the Government of Malawi has entered into a dialogue with civil
society representatives, which is ongoing.

The Government attaches the highest importance to human rights issues. Discussion of
human rights issues is a key feature in our dialogue with other countries, including the priority
countries for our aid programme, of which Malawi is one. Through our Embassy in Lilongwe,
we are monitoring the situation in Malawi closely, and maintaining a strong dialogue with the
Government and civil society locally, along with our EU partners. I look forward to engaging
in dialogue on these issues during my visit and to assessing the situation first hand.

Foreign Conflicts

123. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the reason Bosnia was omitted from the Irish OSCE priorities. [10701/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As Chair-
person-in-Office of the OSCE for 2012, I presented the priorities for our Chairmanship to the
OSCE’s Permanent Council in Vienna on 12 January. These involve a lot of policy objectives
and thematic concerns across the full range of the OSCE’s work but do not include a list of
specific country priorities. Western Balkan issues are, however, of ongoing interest within the
OSCE. Within the OSCE’s Human Dimension, which relates to human rights and democratis-
ation, the Irish Chairmanship will be prioritising the issue of internet freedom. Governance is
the central theme for the Economic and Environmental Dimension, including efforts to combat
corruption and money laundering. In terms of the Politico-Military Dimension, the Irish Chair-
manship is working to help facilitate progress in the resolution of the OSCE region’s protracted
conflicts, drawing on lessons learned from the Northern Ireland peace process. We are also
prioritising progress on updating the OSCE’s confidence and security-building measures and
on enhancing the conflict prevention capacity of the organisation.

Diplomatic Representation

124. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if
there are plans for Ireland to nominate a UN youth delegate to participate in the State’s official
delegation to the United Nations General Assembly; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10746/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The question
of nominating a youth delegate to participate in the State’s official delegation to the UN
General Assembly has been examined by my Department previously. Following consideration
of the financial and human resource implications, for the Department and for Ireland’s Perma-
nent Mission to the United Nations in New York, it was decided that youth delegates would
not be included in the official delegation and this remains the position. As a time when public
finances are under pressure, it is important that the UN Third Committee, which deals with
youth affairs, is serviced effectively and efficiently. While I appreciate the perspective that
youth delegates may bring, the priority for the coming years is to ensure adequate staffing by
officials with expertise in Third Committee matters.

Ministerial Transport

125. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage
expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and

125



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Timmy Dooley.]

the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10802/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The follow-
ing tables set out the amounts claimed on a monthly basis for the two Ministers of State
attached to my Department for the period since March 2011, which includes a breakdown of
mileage claims paid in that period. It has not been possible to compile a full list of each
individual trip relating to the mileage claims in question in the time available. No claims for
mileage have been made by Minister of State Mr. Joe Costello, T.D., who was appointed in
December 2011.

Minister of State for European Affairs, Ms Lucinda Creighton T.D.

Period Amount KMs

10th to 31st March 2011 €366.23 620

1st to 30th April 2011 €460.75 780

2nd to 31st May 2011 €351.47 595

1st to 30th June 2011 €1,131.19 1,915

1st to 28th July 2011 €1,020.73 1,728

1st August to 30th September 2011 €635.05 1,372

1st to 31st October 2011 €450.24 1,582

1st to 30th November 2011 €261.83 920

1st to 31st December 2011 €156.53 550

Total €4,834.02 10062

Minister of State for Trade and Development, Ms Jan O Sullivan T.D.

Period Amount KMs

14th Mar — 10th Apr 2011 €659.53 1,426

11th Apr — 31st May 2011 €3,008.94 5,183

1st — 30th June 2011 €972.19 3,416

1st — 31st July 2011 €1,481.34 5,205

1st — 31st August 2011 €424.05 1,490

1st — 30th Sept 2011 €704.95 2,477

1st — 31st Oct 2011 €946.86 3,327

1st — 30th Nov 2011 €971.34 3,413

1st — 31th Dec 2011 €819.65 2,880

Total €9,988.85 28,817

Departmental Expenditure

126. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide the total amount each Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant
has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and
junior Ministers and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants.
[10856/12]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Neither
myself, the Ministers of State, or senior civil servants in my Department, have personal enter-
tainment expense accounts. The Department has a general budgetary allocation to cover inci-
dental official entertainment requirements and in 2011 the following amounts were spent:

Vote 28 (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) €95,342

Vote 29 Now vote 27 (International Cooperation) €8,285

This expenditure is typically incurred on lunches/dinners for visiting official delegations, as well
as catering costs for certain larger official meetings hosted by the Department in Dublin from
time to time. Expenditure on official entertainment is subject to per capita limits as prescribed
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and is audited by the Comptroller and
Auditor General.

Northern Ireland Issues

127. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the reason he is not pressing that an agreement made between the Irish Government and the
British Government be implemented in full, and as agreed at Weston Park, that no further
prosecutions and consequently prison sentences will be imposed on those who committed
offences before 10 April 1998; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10899/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Proposed
draft legislation by the British Government to deal with this specific issue as referred to in
paragraph 20 of the Weston Park accord was formally withdrawn by the then Secretary of State
for Northern Ireland, Peter Hain MP, on 11 January 2006. The draft legislation, the Northern
Ireland (Offences) Bill, had been opposed by the majority of the Northern Ireland Assembly
parties and the Secretary of State was compelled to withdraw the legislation when the only
supporting party, Sinn Féin, could not accept certain aspects of the proposed legislation. As
the Government was committed to introduce proposals only in tandem with the British govern-
ment and in accordance with the consensus of the democratically elected Assembly parties, the
withdrawal of the Bill meant that the proposals for dealing with the matter in this jurisdiction
were also withdrawn.

128. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if paragraph 20 of the Weston Park Agreement has been fully implemented in both juris-
dictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10900/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Proposed
draft legislation by the British Government to deal with this specific issue as referred to in
paragraph 20 of the Weston Park accord was formally withdrawn by the then Secretary of State
for Northern Ireland, Peter Hain MP, on 11 January 2006. The draft legislation, the Northern
Ireland (Offences) Bill, had been opposed by the majority of the Northern Ireland Assembly
parties and the Secretary of State was compelled to withdraw the legislation when the only
supporting party, Sinn Féin, could not accept certain aspects of the proposed legislation. As
the Government was committed to introduce proposals only in tandem with the British govern-
ment and in accordance with the consensus of the democratically elected Assembly parties, the
withdrawal of the Bill meant that the proposals for dealing with the matter in this jurisdiction
were also withdrawn.

Middle East Peace Process

129. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
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[Deputy Olivia Mitchell.]

if, in view of the ever diminishing prospects of a two-state Palestinian solution, he will make
our disapproval known in the strongest terms to the Israeli ambassador of the recent land-
grab by settlers and Israeli soldiers at Kafr Qaddum; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10922/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have made
very clear here in the Dáil and elsewhere my views of the continued expansion of illegal Israeli
settlements, which I now believe constitute the single biggest impediment to peace in the
Middle East. Settlement expansion inherently involves seizure of Palestinian lands and dispos-
session of Palestinian families. It weakens — and is intended to weaken — the ability of
Palestinian leaders to engage in peace talks, it creates facts on the ground which deliberately
complicate the task of reaching a peace agreement, and it risks provoking violent Palestinian
reaction on the ground. Through our Missions in the area, Ireland and our EU partners try to
follow the deliberately opaque and secretive processes involved. The nature and level of our
reaction to these events is the subject of constant discussion, and varies from case to case. The
village of Kafr Qaddum has become emblematic of the issues of land seizure and access through
the resistance and demonstrations of the villagers. The most recent incident there, in which
settlers were protected by Israeli forces while seizing land, is a frequent occurrence there and
elsewhere in the West Bank.

In the course of my visit to Israel and the Palestinian territories last month, I made clear my
views on the settlement process directly to Israeli leaders at a very senior level, including Prime
Minister Netanyahu, Deputy Prime Minister Meridor, and Foreign Minister Liberman. Ireland
also supports Israeli and Palestinian NGOs which are helping to fight these land seizures
through the courts.

Official Engagements

130. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if
the sale of Coillte assets was one of the issues discussed between Irish and Chinese Ministers
and officials during the recent State visit. [11272/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have con-
sulted with the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine who has advised that the possible
sale of Coillte assets was not discussed between Irish and Chinese Ministers during the visit to
Ireland by H.E. Xi JinPing Vice President of the People’s Republic of China.

Human Rights Issues

131. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in
the context of Ireland’s objective to secure a seat on the UN Human Rights Council, if he will
comment on the relevance of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; if
he will outline his plans to respond to this convention; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11282/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ireland is
currently a candidate for electionto the United Nations Human Rights Council for the period
2013-2015. The Government’s policy on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities is primarily a matter for the Minister for Justice and Equality. It is the
intention to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as quickly as
possible, taking into account the need to ensure that all necessary legislative and administrative
requirements under the Convention are being met. As the Deputy may be aware, Ireland does
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not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to comply with the obligations imposed
by the treaty in question, including by amending domestic law as necessary.

The ongoing implementation of our National Disability Strategy in many respects compre-
hends many of the provisions of the Convention. In addition, the Inter-Departmental Commit-
tee on the UNCRPD monitors the remaining legislative and administrative actions required to
enable ratification. At the Committee’s request, the National Disability Authority, the lead
statutory agency for the sector, has independently assessed the remaining requirements for
ratification so as to ensure conclusively that all such issues will be addressed.

One of the key requirements in this regard is the enactment of mental capacity legislation.
The Government’s Legislation Programme as announced on 11 January 2012, indicates that
the Mental Capacity Bill is expected to be published in the current Dáil session. The Bill will
replace the Wards of Court system with a modern statutory framework governing decision-
making on behalf of adults who lack capacity. The passage of this Bill will add substantially to
the overall progress on implementation of the requirements towards ratification of the
Convention.

132. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in
the context of Ireland’s bid for a seat on the UN Human Rights Council, his views on the
importance of securing official recognition by the European Union of Irish sign language; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11283/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ireland is
currently a candidate for electionto the United Nations Human Rights Council for the period
2013-2015. The issue of securing official recognition by the European Union of Irish sign langu-
age is a matter for the Minister for Justice and Equality. In line with a commitment in the
Programme for Government different mechanisms for the recognition of Irish sign language
are being examined.

Diplomatic Representation

133. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will provide details on the lease held on the former residence of the Irish ambassador to
Italy; the length of the lease held; the annual rent of the premises; the capital expenditure
incurred over the past ten years on these premises; if this lease has been terminated and at
what cost; if there is a clause in the lease requiring return to former condition on termination;
if so, has this cost been provided for, if the lease has not been terminated; if he is still paying
rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11336/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The lease
on the former residence of the Ambassador to Italy expired on 14 December 2011. By agree-
ment with the landlord the Ambassador continued to reside there for a further two months on
an ad- hoc basis until relocation to the Villa Spada in February 2012. The most recent lease on
the premises ran from 15 December 2003 to 14 December 2011. The annual rent paid in 2011
was €210,288. The only costs incurred in the past ten years were in respect of normal household
maintenance. No penalty payments arose in relation to termination of the lease. While the
lease contained a standard clause providing for return of the premises to former condition, no
claim in respect of this was made by the landlord.

134. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will detail the staffing implication, if any, arising out of his decision to close the embassy
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to the Holy See; if staff were made redundant; if other staff were transferred to other duties;
if there were any attendant costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11337/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Embassy
to the Holy See was staffed by two diplomatic officer and four locally recruited staff. Of the
diplomatic officers, one retired in June 2011 and was not replaced, and the other was reassigned
to a post at HQ in January 2012 when the Embassy closed. One of the locally recruited staff
was employed on a part time temporary contract which expired at the end of December 2011
and one member of cleaning staff whose services were no longer required was made redundant.
The other two full time staff were offered alternative positions under new contracts at the
Embassy to Italy to fill vacancies arising naturally there, and of these, one has chosen not to
avail of this offer.

Severance payments to all recruited staff at the Embassy to the Holy See are calculated in
accordance with Italian law and are expected to be finalised in the very near future.

EU Enlargement

135. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the discussions, if any, he or his Department have had with Icelandic authorities regarding
Iceland’s accession to the EU; if he has actively supported the application process; his views
that Iceland’s accession has any significant implications for Ireland, for example, in the area of
our fishing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11338/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Iceland
applied for EU membership in 2009 and accession negotiations were formally opened in July
2010. In its most recent annual Progress Report on Iceland, published last October, the Com-
mission noted the high level of progress on the negotiations due to Iceland’s already highly
integrated structures, its membership of the European Economic Area and the Schengen Zone,
and its high calibre public administration. The accession process is currently in the screening
phase, during which the Commission assesses the degree of compatibility of Iceland’s laws with
those of the EU. Screening reports have been delivered so far on 31 of the 35 so-called “Chap-
ters” — specific areas of the acquis — and, due to Iceland’s degree of alignment with EU law,
negotiations on specific areas have been launched (eleven in total to date). It is expected that
a further number of Chapters will be opened for negotiations at the next Intergovernmental
Conference with Iceland, to be held in March.

Based on our close relationship with Reykjavik and on our own positive experience of
enlargement in the past, Ireland supports the EU candidacy of Iceland. In this regard, we have
been keen to offer advice and assistance when requested and Iceland would appear to find the
Irish experience of particular relevance and value.

My Department facilitated a study visit to Dublin by an Icelandic accession team covering
Common Foreign and Security Policy in October last year and provided a briefing session to
an accession team covering Fisheries who visited Dublin the following month. A similar study
visit focusing on our Lisbon referendum experience by a team of policy advisors from the
Icelandic Ministry of Foreign Affairs took place in October 2010. More recently, Minister of
State Creighton travelled to Iceland in October last year for meetings with Foreign Minister
Skarphé insson and senior officials from the various Ministries on the accession dossier and
overall bilateral relations. The Minister and officials from my Department and the Department
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine also held discussions with the Icelandic Chief Negotiator
for EU Accession on his recent visit to Ireland 15-16 February.
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The fisheries sector remains extremely important for Iceland’s economy, as indeed it is for
our own, and will be an area of sensitivity. These matters will be addressed in detail under the
fisheries Chapter of the accession negotiation framework and officials from my Department
liaise closely with officials in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to ensure
that Ireland’s interests are safeguarded in negotiations. In the meantime, parallel work will
continue on the review of the Common Fisheries Policy, to which Ireland actively contributes.

Accession is a negotiated process and, as in any negotiation, the eventual outcome and
timeframe cannot be predicted with precision. There are areas where differences between
Icelandic law and EU law still exist and these areas, which include fisheries, will present chal-
lenges during the negotiations. Ireland has and will continue to play an active role in protecting
our own and the EU’s interests with regard to negotiations with Iceland. In this regard we look
forward to working closely with Iceland, with the European Commission and with our fellow
Member States to ensure a satisfactory and mutually beneficial outcome to the Icelandic
accession negotiations.

Overseas Development Aid

136. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he, or an agency under his auspices, have audited the overseas non-governmental
agencies that are in receipt of assistance from the State’s overseas aid budget in the past 12
months; if they have requested information on the salaries being paid to chief executives and
other senior officials within the NGOs; if he detected if bonuses or increments were paid to
officials; the level of increase or bonus given; if he is satisfied that payments being made to
certain employees of NGOs is in keeping with policy on remuneration in the public sector; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11340/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello):
All Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) which receive funding from Irish Aid to support
their work in developing countries are required to submit annual, externally audited accounts,
and to publish these audited accounts on their organisational website. These audited accounts
include details on the salary levels paid to senior staff, including chief executives and senior
officials. As part of the external audit process in each organisation, the Board of Directors
signs off on the audited accounts, including approval of remuneration for chief executives and
other senior officials. Irish Aid places a very high priority on ensuring that sound corporate
governance policies, including the effective functioning of the Board of Directors, are in place
in organisations which receive public funds for their development work. Three audits of major
Irish NGOs have been undertaken in the past twelve months by the Evaluation and Audit Unit
of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade which involved in-depth examination of the
strength of the financial systems and corporate governance function. Where shortcomings are
identified, the Department works closely with the organisations concerned to strengthen the
relevant function in line with independent best practice standards.

In addition to this audit work, all applications for Irish Aid funding from NGOs undergo
detailed appraisal based on a standard set of criteria which include corporate governance,
organisational efficiency and cost effectiveness. This appraisal and the related audit information
are central to funding decisions.

137. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide a list of those countries that receive direct payment from him as part
of its overseas aid development programme; if he, or an agency under his auspices, have audited
or received reports of the national expenditure broken down by heading of these individual
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countries; if his attention has been drawn to the percentage and amount of national expenditure
that these countries spend on defence in terms of capital and current expenditure; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11341/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello):
The overarching objective of Ireland’s aid programme is to contribute to the eradication of
extreme poverty and hunger in the world. To ensure that our assistance is effectively delivered
to those most in need in developing countries, we work in partnership with Governments, local
communities, NGOs, and key multilateral partners such as the United Nations and European
Union. Our aid programme is strongly concentrated on some of the poorest countries and
communities in sub-Saharan Africa.

Through the overseas aid programme the Government provides assistance to over ninety
countries worldwide. Nine have been designated as Programme Countries for Irish Aid, where
we have a commitment to long term strategic assistance. These are Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Tanzania, Timor Leste, Uganda, Vietnam and Zambia.

Working with and through government systems in our Programme Countries is essential if
the improvements put in place are to be sustainable and the primary responsibility for promot-
ing and fostering development rests with governments. Our partnerships with these countries
place obligations on the recipient governments, including commitments to democratic prin-
ciples, respect for human rights and the rule of law and a willingness to combat corruption,
and while working with and through governments, it is important to ensure that these govern-
ments are accountable both to their populations and donors. Towards this end, Irish Aid prog-
rammes are evaluated and audited by independent experts as well as by Irish Aid’s Evaluation
and Audit Unit. The Evaluation and Audit Unit receive and review the annual audited govern-
ment accounts, prepared by national equivalents of the Irish Comptroller and Auditor General,
for each of our Programme Countries.

As part of our ongoing engagement in our Programme Countries we regularly monitor over-
all budgets, including defence spending. There are strict controls in place to ensure that Irish
funds are spent only as agreed and are carefully tracked. This is done in various ways —
through our own detailed auditing systems, through independent auditing arrangements and in
conjunction with other donor partners. Ireland also works in our Programme Countries to
support programmes which build the capacity of national budget processes and strengthen
public financial management systems and institutions of Government, such as the Auditor
General function and relevant Parliamentary Committees, in order to eliminate waste and any
misuse of funds.

Ireland will continue to ensure that our funding is directed to those areas most in need, is
used for the purposes intended and represents the best value for money. We are committed to
delivering on our commitment that all aid funded by the taxpayer will benefit the poorest and
most vulnerable in the countries where we are working.

International Agreements

138. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade in relation to the upcoming EU-Colombia trade agreement, if he has considered the
human rights abuses existing in Colombia such as the expelling of indigenous persons from
their land and the granting of land titles to foreign national companies; if an FTA will address
human rights concerns in Colombia by not legitimising or facilitating the dispossession of peas-
ants, farmers and communities from their land by forcing Colombia to establish a land registry
and proper protocol for judicial processes which fairly represent peasants, farmers and com-
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munities; if Colombia’s natural resources will be protected and monitored as part of the FTA
and if it will ensure that there will not be a maximising of resource exploitation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11415/12]

139. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if the EU plans to meet with President Santos of Colombia in relation to human rights
abuses such as the ongoing impunity of trade unionists and other human rights abuses before
further negotiations on the FTA deal commence; if he has taken into consideration the fact
that previous FTA agreements between Colombia and the US, Canada and the EFTA group
of countries had been delayed due to human rights concerns; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11416/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 138 and 139 together.

As I have stated on previous occasions in this House, it remains the opinion of the Govern-
ment that dialogue with the Government of Colombia, bilaterally and with our EU partners,
offers the best way to further the objectives of supporting democracy and improving the human
rights situation there. I am aware of and share the concerns which have been expressed over
human rights in Colombia, in particular the vulnerable position of trade unionists and human
rights activists, as well as the very large number of Colombian people who were displaced
(between two and three million) over the course of decades of conflict and terrorism. It is for
this reason that Ireland attached such importance to the human rights dimensions of the EU
Free Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru during its negotiation, and will ensure that
these are fully implemented when the Agreement enters into force.

I met the Vice-President of Colombia, Angelino Garzón when he visited Ireland last month,
on 24 January. I conveyed the ongoing concerns of the Government of Ireland at reports of
human rights abuses in Colombia. Vice-President Garzón noted his Government’s determi-
nation to address human rights abuses in Colombia. The Victims’ Rights and Land Restitution
legislation (2011), which builds on the Justice and Peace Laws (2005) constitutes a crucial step
in the efforts to push forward the peace process, and will, if fully implemented, provide repar-
ation for more than four million victims of the long-standing armed conflict in the country.

Ireland will continue to support the efforts of the Colombian government via our embassy
at Mexico City, and with our partners in the European Union.

Open Government Partnership

140. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if
he intends to sign up to the Open Government Declaration; if he has had discussions on the
issue; if he has had any communications with the Open Government Partnership; his plans on
this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11424/12]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have not
had any communications with the Open Government Partnership.

Departmental Advertising

141. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies
in the civil and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from
the process; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11508/12]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): No such
advertisements were placed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in the past
twelve months.

Mineral Oil Tax Regulations

142. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the
arrangements for designating marked diesel, green diesel, agricultural diesel, farm diesel are
fully in line with Ireland’s environmental obligations and commitments at EU level, in view of
the incentive they create that is being exploited on an ongoing basis to wash the marked
diesel clear with disastrous environmental consequences; if any alternative strategy is under
consideration to provide for subsidised diesel for use in agriculture; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10711/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The taxation and designation of marked gas
oil for specific uses is in line with the EU Energy Taxation Directive and Ireland’s environmen-
tal obligations. In addition, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible
for the collection of mineral oil tax and for tackling the illicit trade in mineral oil products,
that they are acutely aware of the various illegal activities that lead to loss to the Exchequer
of mineral oil tax and can have a harmful impact on the environment. The most serious risk in
this regard is the large scale laundering of markers from mineral oil (diesel), and the onward
supply and sale of the laundered product as auto diesel. Marked mineral oil is subject to a
reduced rate of mineral oil tax on condition that it is not used in road vehicles. The suggestion
has been made that the present system of marking diesel for non-auto use should be replaced
by one in which all diesel would be subject to the same rate of mineral oil tax, with repayment
arrangements for certain users. A system of this kind would, however, give rise to additional
administrative work for both the users concerned and for the Revenue Commissioners, would
impose cash flow costs on users and could be open to fraud and abuse. The focus, therefore,
is on strengthening the existing regime for taxing diesel at differential rates, including the
implementation of enhanced licensing systems, acquiring a more effective marker, and con-
tinued robust enforcement action.

The Finance Bill 2012 proposes to enhance the supervision and control of the mineral oils
supply chain by requiring that, in future, any person dealing in marked mineral oils will have
to be licensed by the Revenue Commissioners to do so. It is envisaged that this important
change will be complemented by amendments to the Mineral Oil Tax Regulations that will lay
down new requirements for the recording and reporting of transactions by mineral oil traders.

Mortgage Arrears

143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the steps that have been taken
to implement the recommendation in the inter-departmental mortgage arrears working group,
known as the Keane report, to establish an independent mortgage advice function; if he will
confirm if the process of recruiting the 100 independent mortgage advisers has commenced;
when he hopes to have the service up and running; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11349/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A Steering Group, chaired by a Second
Secretary General in my Department and comprising senior representation from Government
Departments and the Central Bank, has been established to oversee and drive the implemen-
tation of the various recommendations contained in the report of the Inter-Departmental
Working Group on Mortgage Arrears across Government. As part of this, separate working
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groups have also been established to progress the individual work items and these individual
groups report to the overall Steering Group.

One of the report’s recommendations was that an independent mortgage advice function
should be established to advise and support mortgage holders in their dealings with mortgage
lenders and to help build trust in the debt resolution process. The Department of Social Protec-
tion is the lead Department on the mortgage advisory function work stream and is chairing the
relevant working group. I understand that, in a recent Parliamentary Answer (Ref. 10447/12),
the Minister for Social Protection indicated that her Department is currently examining the
issues relating to the establishment of the Mortgage Advice Service and, as part of this, is also
examining the efficiency, necessity and governance arrangements of this proposed service in
the light of, inter alia, the role envisaged for Personal Insolvency Trustees as outlined in the
Heads of a Personal Insolvency Bill as recently published by the Minister for Justice, Equality
and Defence.

Ministerial Transport

144. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the cost to his Department of the
senior Ministers car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 to include
mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he will detail the salaries paid
to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid to them and all other related
information, and the information should include any payment made in 2012 related to a 2011
claim. [10641/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the period in question the cost to my
Department in relation to the use of my car for Ministerial travel was €76,168.14. This cost
included mileage (which is to cover car related expenses), the salaries paid to civilian drivers
and the travel and subsistence paid to the drivers. Under the guidelines, Overtime is not paid
to Ministerial drivers. This amount is significantly below the €280,000 average annual cost
under the previous Ministerial transport regime for each Minister.

Departmental Meetings

145. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the meetings that he, his special
advisers or senior departmental officials have had with representatives of a company (details
supplied). [10656/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I met with representatives of this company
on one occasion in 2011.

Tax Yield

146. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance his assessment of the jobs created
by the changes to commercial stamp duty and capital gains tax as outlined in the Finance
Bill. [10661/12]

147. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the anticipated cost to the
Exchequer of the changes to commercial stamp duty and capital gains tax as outlined in the
Finance Bill 2012. [10662/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 and
147 together.
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As I announced in the Budget, a single Stamp Duty rate of 2 per cent will apply to non-
residential property transactions executed on or after Budget night 6 December 2011. I also
announced a Capital Gains Tax (CGT) incentive for property purchased between 7 December
2011 and end 2013. Where such property is held for seven years, the gain attributable to that
seven year holding period will be relieved from CGT.

The measures will facilitate greater activity within the property market, leading to additional
employment and activity in related sectors. They have been in place for less than three months
so it is not possible to estimate how many jobs have resulted.

A significant proportion of the Stamp Duty yield received since 6 December from commer-
cial property transactions is likely to relate to transactions which predate the Budget change.
It is too early at this stage to determine what impact the change will have on the level of
activity or on the cost to the Exchequer. It has been estimated that the Stamp Duty measure
may cost in the region of €64 million per annum, but it is possible that the new rate will
encourage transactions which might not otherwise have taken place.

It is not possible to project the extent of CGT relief under the incentive scheme, because
the number of cases in which relief can be claimed is dependent on the number of properties
purchased within the incentive period. The relief will vary in every case depending both on the
value of the property on its disposal and the date of that disposal. No Exchequer cost will arise
in respect of properties sold during the next seven years, because no relief can apply until a
property is held for at least seven years. As with the Stamp Duty measure, the incentive may
lead to property acquisitions and disposals which might not otherwise have taken place. The
measures may also lead to additional taxes from other sources such as VAT and income tax
from related employments, trades and professions.

Tax Collection

148. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare is being deducted the proper tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10687/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Unfortunately, it was not possible to provide
the information required for this answer in the time allowed. The Revenue Commissioners will
provide the answer directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Pension Provisions

149. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the reason a pension was reduced
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [10702/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of the move to the greater use of
shared services in the public sector in order to drive efficiencies, the Paymaster General’s
Office, which is part of my Department, took over the payment, on an agency basis, of pensions
of the retired staff of the Vocational Education Committees. Payment of these pensions was
previously made through the Local Authorities. The Paymaster General’s Office pays all pen-
sions fortnightly on relevant Thursdays for the previous two weeks in arrears. The Local Auth-
orities also pay pensions fortnightly, but their period of payment is for the two calendar weeks
and, therefore, would contain an element of advance at the point of payment. In transferring
to the Paymaster General’s system, this element of advance payment was eliminated in the first
fortnightly payment of pension. Thereafter pensions are paid for two weeks in arrears. No
pensioner loses out as a result.
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Tax Code

150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance in the context of the Finance
Bill 2012, if he intends under section 9 to provide the additional mortgage interest relief to a
first time buyer whose mortgage was sanctioned in 2008 but not drawn down until 2009.
[10707/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is as I stated in my Budget day
speech, that the Government has now fulfilled its commitment contained in the Programme
for Government to increase the rate of mortgage interest relief to 30 per cent for first-time
buyers who took out their first mortgage in the period 2004 to 2008. I have sought to be as
flexible as possible within the constraints pertaining. Under the current tax legislation mortgage
interest relief is granted from the date the first mortgage interest payment is made. The legis-
lation is being amended for this particular measure to also include mortgage draw-down as a
qualifying event for the rate increase. This means that a mortgage holder will qualify for the
increased rate if they made their first mortgage interest payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or
if they drew down their mortgage in that period. Therefore, an individual who drew down their
mortgage in December 2008 but made their first mortgage interest repayment in 2009 will
qualify for the increased relief. However, I do not intend to include mortgage sanctioned as a
qualifying event for the purpose of the additional relief.

Tax Yield

151. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the aggregate
cost, for the whole of 2012, expressed in tax expenditure terms, of the tax free lump sums that
will be drawn down in 2012 by retiring civil and public servants; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [10710/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following are the current arrangements
which apply in relation to the taxation of retirement lump sums paid under Revenue approved
pension arrangements. These arrangements apply in both the public and private sectors and
were introduced in Budget and Finance Act 2011:

• Retirement lump sum amounts up to €200,000 are paid free of tax. They are also paid
free of the Universal Social Charge (USC).

• The portion of a lump sum between €200,001 and €575,000 is taxed on a ring-fenced
basis at 20%. (This means that no tax credits or other tax reliefs can be set against
this portion of the lump sum.) No USC is chargeable.

• Any amount of a lump sum in excess of €575,000 is taxed under Schedule E and
collected under the PAYE system (credits and other tax reliefs are available). In this
instance, USC is also chargeable on the excess.

These amounts are lifetime amounts with prior lump sums taken since 7 December 2005 aggre-
gating with later lump sums.

The Deputy’s question asks for an estimate of the cost for 2012, in tax expenditure terms, of
the tax-free retirement lump sums that will be paid this year on the assumption, presumably,
that the amounts paid below the tax-free lifetime limit of €200,000 would otherwise be taxed
at the standard rate of income tax. As there is no general requirement for data on the number
or value of retirement lump sums below the €200,000 limit to be returned to my Department
or to the Revenue Commissioners, I am not in a position to provide definitive figures in
response to the question.
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However, as an indication and based on very broad assumptions about the numbers and
average remuneration levels across the public service and assuming annual retirement trends
of about 2.5%, it is estimated that the annual cost in tax foregone of not applying tax at the
standard rate to tax-free retirement lump sums in the public service would be about €100
million per annum.

While the tax treatment of retirement lump sums apply in both the public and private sectors,
I should point out that one significant difference between public sector and private sector
pension schemes is that private sector schemes invariably allow scheme members the option of
commuting part of their pension fund for a tax-free lump sum. This option is not available to
members of public sector schemes. Depending on the impact of any tax charge on retirement
lump sums, the option to commute part of a pension fund may no longer be exercised by
private sector pension scheme members or may be exercised in a manner that reduces the
value of the lump sum taken to minimise or avoid any immediate tax charge.

Ministerial Transport

152. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the amount of mileage clocked
up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers attached to his Depart-
ment since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a monthly basis for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list of trips for which
mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10801/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy may be aware that since 1 May
2011 all Cabinet Minister with the exception of Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Minister for Justice
and Law Reform now use their own cars on official business. The following table lists the
kilometre claims made by me in the period May to December 2011. The basis on which Mini-
sters record their mileage does not require them to list individual trips.

Mileage Claims May-December 2011

Month Year Kilometres Claim Amount

May 2011 5,677 €3,353.40

June 2011 4,880 €1,621.18

July 2011 6,440 €1,889.74

August 2011 6,779 €1,929.30

September 2011 5,932 €1,688.25

October 2011 5,221 €1,485.90

November 2011 5,260 €1,497.00

December 2011 5,870 €1,670.60

Total €17,911.07

In addition I have claimed €2,775.70 in respect of kilometre claims in January 2012.

Banking Sector Regulation

153. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
plans Irish Bank Resolution Corporation has for the disposal or management of its remaining
loan book; the value of the loan book and details of where it relates to; the current estimated
timeframe for winding up the bank; the total cost so far to the taxpayer of bailing out this
bank; and the current estimate for the final cost of bailing out the bank. [10842/12]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware IBRC has been
provided with a total capital contribution of €34.6 billion. The Deputy will appreciate that
much of the information requested in his question is subject to external factors and that it is
not practical to be definitive in terms timelines or costs at this point. Suffice to say that the
Board of the bank is charged with the work-out of the bank’s assets in a manner that will best
protect the interests of the State. However, the framework within which the bank is operating
is set out in the EU Commission Decision on the restructuring plan which issued on 29.6 2011.
The link below provides access the redacted version of the Decision.

IBRC is working to generate options for the efficient work out of its loan books in accordance
with the Bank’s approved mandate. This includes examining accelerated disposal where this makes
economic sense. Following the timely sale of the majority of the Bank’s US loan portfolios, the
bank now continues with further detailed analysis of the remaining loans in Ireland and the UK.
This analysis will further inform the Board and management team of IBRC on the timing of the
next phases of de-leveraging. The exact value of its remaining loans will be reported in the Banks
annual report and accounts which are due for release next month. The final cost of rescuing the
institution is estimated to be within the current capital provided by the State and will predominately
be a function of the property markets in Ireland and the UK together with the availability of
counter-party liquidity to enable further disposals by way of recoveries, repayments and sales. It
will also depend on the outcome of any negotiations on the promissory note between the Govern-
ment and the EU that are still underway. The estimated timeframe for the resolution of the insti-
tution is currently nine years as detailed in the Bank’s approved restructuring plans.
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state—aid/cases/239466/239466—1251121—21—3.pdf

Departmental Expenditure

154. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the
total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant has spent on
entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and junior Ministers
and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants. [10855/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the period since March 2011 €63.00 has
been spent by me in relation to Official entertainment. Senior officials within my Department
spent €1,193 on official entertainment in 2011.

National Asset Management Agency

155. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed break-
down of the National Asset Management Agency’s projected costs in 2012. [10875/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The NAMA annual statement, which was
produced in September, 2011 projected costs for the year in the region of €242 million. This
was based on a preliminary review carried out in September 2011. A further more detailed
review was carried out in December/January based on the costs outturn for 2011. Taking this
information into account, it is projected that annual costs in 2012 will be €194m. I am advised
by NAMA that most of the difference is explained by the Agency’s review of projected insol-
vency costs which are now expected to be substantially less than originally expected. The detail
of the projected costs for the Agency for 2012 is set out in the following table:

NAMA Direct expenses €m

Primary servicer/master servicer fees 75

Legal fees 25
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NAMA Direct expenses €m

Reimbursement to NTMA as service provider 44

Accounting/audit fees 2

IT/MIS costs 2

Miscellaneous costs 13

Total direct expenses 161

NAMA Indirect expenses

Recovery/insolvency costs 33

Total projected expenditure 194

Tax Collection

156. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who pay
income tax on incomes of €30,000 to €49,999, €50,000 to €70,000, €70,001 to €100,000, €100,001
to €150,000, €150,001 to €200,000 and all at €200,001 and above in tabular form. [10896/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that the information requested, estimated by reference to the income tax year 2011, is set out
in the following table:

All Income Earners for Income Tax Year 2011 (provisional)

Range of Gross Income Numbers

€30,001 — €49,999 498,261

€50,000 — €70,000 231,794

€70,001 — €100,000 148,428

€100,001 — €150,000 70,892

€150,001 — €200,000 18,656

Over €200,000 21,506

It should be noted that the income ranges shown in the above table relate to Gross Income as
defined in Revenue Statistical Report 2009.

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the
year 2009 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. These are,
therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

It should be noted that a married couple who has elected or has been deemed to have elected
for joint assessment is counted as one tax unit.

Credit Union Regulation

157. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question
No. 24 of 1 February 2012, if he will consider introducing a legal framework whereby credit
unions, who are unhappy with lending restrictions imposed on them by the Registrar of Credit
Unions, have access to an appeals mechanism; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10909/12]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 87 of the Credit Union Act 1997
provides the Central Bank — incorporating the Registrar of Credit Unions — with the power
to issue regulatory directions on certain grounds. This includes the power to place lending
restrictions on credit unions. I have asked the Commission on Credit Unions to consider if
there is a need for an appropriate appeal mechanism for regulatory directions under the Credit
Union Act 1997.

The final report of the Commission on Credit Unions is due to be submitted to me by the
end of March. I do not propose to bring forward proposals on this issue until I have had the
benefit of considering the Commission’s recommendation.

Tax Yield

158. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown
of the net receipt from stamp duty on financial cards, credit cards, ATM cards, debit cards,
combined cards and cheques in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10910/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the net receipt from Stamp Duty on financial cards and cheques in 2011, broken
down by type of card, is as set out in the following table:

Card Type Net receipt 2011 €m

Credit 51.8

ATM 1.5

Debit 0.03

Combined (ATM/Debit) 15.7

Cheques 33.23

Total 102.26

The figures are provisional and subject to revision.

Banking Sector Regulation

159. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the State of the reten-
tion agreement signed between IBRC and a company (details supplied) for advice in relation
to the sale of IBRC’s loan book; the cost of the contract to IBRC; the duration of the contract;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10921/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that under the
Relationship Framework the Board of the bank is responsible for the day-to-day operations of
the bank. The bank has retained the services of the ‘strategic advisory arm’ of the Group,
referred to in the question. The bank has previously been requested by my Department to
confirm that there is no conflict in relation to the appointment. The Deputy will appreciate
that details of the terms and purpose of the bank’s appointment of this advisor are commercially
sensitive and it is not appropriate to disclose such information.

National Asset Management Agency

160. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if the National Asset Management
Agency is to take on the direct management of the debts of 600 borrowers, which are currently
being managed by the banks as recommended by a person (details supplied) in his review of
NAMA in 2011. [11092/12]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The report by Mr. Michael Geoghegan made
a wide range of recommendations that were designed to assist the NAMA Board, including a
proposal that the Agency would take on the direct management of the NAMA loans currently
managed on its behalf by the participating institutions. I am informed by the Chairman of
NAMA that the Board has given its approval to the establishment of dedicated teams which
will monitor and supervise intensively the management of the 600 NAMA debtors which are
currently being managed by Bank of Ireland, AIB and IBRC on NAMA’s behalf. The teams
concerned will be situated within the institutions and will ensure that the highest standards
are applied by the institutions to the management of the €5 billion of NAMA debt which
is involved.

161. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the number of members that will
be appointed to the National Asset Management Agency’s advisory board; the number
appointed thus far; the precise role of the board; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11093/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have appointed Mr Michael Geoghegan
to chair a small group of advisors to advise me on the future strategic direction of NAMA. Mr
Geoghegan has agreed to carry out his role on a pro bono basis. I am currently considering
the names of potential candidates who have the appropriate experience and background to
work effectively on the group of advisors with Mr Geoghegan. I expect to announce the other
members shortly. At that stage, I will also announce the group’s terms of reference, as well as
its reporting framework and arrangements in relation to costs.

Motor Fuels

162. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Finance the criteria in
relation to the rebate on diesel fuel in respect of private public transport services (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11125/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A derogation under EU Directive 2003/96
on Energy Taxation allowed the application of a reduced rate of Mineral Oil Tax to fuel
used for the purposes of certain road passenger services. That derogation has expired and the
arrangement was, therefore, terminated by the Finance Act 2008. It would not be possible,
having regard to the relevant provisions of EU law, to re-introduce a scheme of that nature
for those services.

Banking Sector Regulation

163. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to
ensure that banks make credit available to small and medium enterprises; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11142/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the banking system
restructuring plan creates capacity for the two Pillar Banks, Bank of Ireland and AIB, to
provide lending in excess of €30 billion in the next three years. SME and new mortgage lending
for these banks is expected to be in the range of €16-20bn over this period. This lending capacity
is incorporated into the banks’ deleveraging plans which allow for repayment of Central Bank
funding through asset run-off and disposals over the period to 2013. The Government has
imposed lending targets on the two domestic pillar banks for the three calendar years, 2011 to
2013. Both banks were required to sanction lending of at least €3 billion in 2011, €3.5 billion
this year and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facilities to SMEs. The pillar banks
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are required to submit their lending plans to the Department and the Credit Review Office
(CRO) at the beginning of each year, outlining how they intend to achieve their lending targets.
The banks also meet with the Department and the CRO on a quarterly basis to discuss progress.

I can confirm that both banks have reported to me that they have achieved their 2011 targets.
This information is currently being independently assessed by Mr John Trethowan of the CRO
and will be dealt with in his quarterly report for end December 2011 which is due to be
published shortly. The function of oversight by the CRO applies to AIB and Bank of Ireland.
SMEs, sole traders or farmers can apply for a review where credit is refused, withdrawn, or
offered on unreasonable conditions. Banks have set up formal internal review processes, which
must first examine an appeal by a customer. Ulster Bank has also set up an internal appeal
process. The CRO ensures that the pillar banks do not refuse credit to viable businesses, both
by its existence and by offering the right to a review of refusals.

On 4 November last the Central Bank published a revised statutory Code of Conduct for
Business Lending to Small and Medium Enterprises (SME Code) setting out new requirements
for lenders when dealing with SMEs in, or facing, financial difficulties which came into effect
from 1 January 2012. A full review of the SME Code will be undertaken in 2012.

The Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation brought the draft heads of a Loan
Guarantee Scheme Bill to Government on 24 November last. The Scheme will provide a partial
guarantee to banks against losses on qualifying loans to job-creating firms to get banks lending
again to industry and entrepreneurs. This Scheme will be closely targeted at commercially
viable, well performing companies that have a solid business plan and a defined market for
their products or services which can demonstrate repayment capacity for the additional credit
facilities but which cannot secure credit facilities due to either of the following two market
failures:

• Insufficient collateral for the additional facilities or,

• Growth / expansionary SMEs which due to their sectors, markets or business model
are perceived higher risk under current credit risk evaluation practices.

The Scheme is expected to go live in Quarter 2 of 2012 following enactment of the legislation.

The Government has also approved the establishment of a Micro Finance Loan Fund to
provide loans on a commercial basis for start-up businesses and micro-enterprises. It is expected
that the businesses that will primarily benefit will be those at the margins of commercial lending
decisions. The Scheme will use an initial exchequer investment of €10million to leverage further
funds from private sources. Over a ten year period, the scheme has the potential to provide up
to €100million in additional lending to over 5000 micro-enterprises over that period. The
Scheme will be demand-led and the amount of funds provided will depend on the demand
from viable businesses.

As the Deputy knows, I published the independent Mazars survey of SME credit late last
year. On foot of this report, a series of seven regional meetings with local representatives is
now underway, hosted by the Minister for Small Business, John Perry T.D., supported by Mr
John Moran, Head of Banking in the Department of Finance. The aim of these meetings is to
examine further the actions which might be taken by the Government to improve access to
credit for SMEs. All of these measures are, of course, underpinned by the initiatives outlined
in the Government’s recently published Action Plan on Jobs which recognises the importance
that access to finance for SMEs will play in the implementation of strategies announced in
the Plan.
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National Asset Management Agency

164. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the reason the position of
chief financial officer for the National Asset Management Agency is only now being advertised;
and how it came about that NAMA, a State agency which is managing loans with a nominal
value of €72.3 billion, has been without a CFO for its first two years. [11143/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A review of NAMA was carried out by Mr.
Michael Geoghegan in 2011 at the request of the NAMA Board and with my agreement. In
his report he made a number of proposals to the Board of NAMA including the appointment
of a Chief Financial Officer (CFO). These proposals were considered by the Board and, on
15th February 2012, NAMA announced a reorganisation of functions, the establishment of new
divisions and a number of linked senior executive appointments which included the appoint-
ment of a CFO. I am advised by NAMA that, to date, the role of the NAMA CFO has, in
effect been carried out by NTMA’s Director of Finance, Technology and Risk, through
arrangement under section 41 NAMA Act, 2009 whereby the NTMA provides certain business
and support services, including financial reporting services to NAMA. However, the heavy
workload associated with the Director’s other NTMA responsibilities means that it has become
necessary to split the functions.

I am advised that the changes in structure and responsibility at a senior level in the Agency
including the appointment of a CFO will ensure that NAMA is correctly positioned for the
challenges ahead and that it will enable NAMA to focus its full attention on the management
of its portfolio of assets and on maximising recovery of funds for the taxpayer.

Tax Yield

165. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the exact
calculations used to determine that a two percentage point increase in VAT will yield approxi-
mately €670 million in increased VAT take in 2012, including all second order effects, including
the impacts on VAT and other Departments due to the projected fall in consumption, the
projected loss of jobs, the projected loss of corporation tax; if he will release the analysis; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11145/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would point out that the estimated
additional yield from a 2% increase in the standard rate of VAT for 2012, as announced in my
Budget 2012 speech, is €560 million. The estimate of €670 million relates to receipts from the
2% increase in a full year. These estimates were calculated by applying a direct increase of 2%
to the expected yield from the 21% rate of VAT in 2011. They are “static” estimates in that
they do not take into account any behavioural change on the part of taxpayers as a consequence
of the rate change. However, the projection for personal consumption in 2012, upon which the
Budget 2012 VAT forecast is primarily based, takes account of the rate change along with
other factors affecting household spending (such as uncertainty and balance sheet rebuilding).
The Budget 2012 forecast for VAT receipts, at €9,995 million, represents a €254 million or 2.6
per cent increase on the 2011 outturn.

Furthermore, the standard VAT rate was increased in the Budget as part of a general pack-
age of raising revenues measures to contribute to Exchequer funding and is in line with commit-
ments made in the Programme for Government and in the EU/IMF Programme. As I said
when I addressed the Dáil last December, the Government carefully considered the various
options open to us in terms of taxation. One of the key objectives of the Government is to
get people back to work. Indirect taxes have a less adverse impact on economic activity and
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employment, which is why Budget 2012 focused on indirect taxes such as VAT rather than on
income tax.

Banking Sector Regulation

166. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the legal costs incurred
by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in its pursuit of persons (details supplied) both
domestically and internationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11151/12]

167. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the money returns and-
or asset securement that has been accomplished through the legal pursuit by the Irish Bank
Resolution Corporation of a person (details supplied), both here in Ireland, North and South,
and overseas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11152/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 and
167 together.

As the Deputy is aware the Board of the bank is responsible for the day to day operation of
the bank, including the recovery, in normal course, of debt owed to the bank. The Board of
the bank is charged with responsibility for recovering the maximum value of the bank’s loan
book or related security having regard to the best interests of the State and the taxpayer. IBRC
has informed me that all information associated with the recovery efforts and related litigation
in its dealings with the parties referred to in the Questions and associated individuals and
entities are commercially sensitive.

National Asset Management Agency

168. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the current estimated value of the
National Asset Management Agency’s loan book; if he will provide a breakdown of the value
of the US loan book, the British loan book, the European loan book and the Irish loan book,
respectively; and if he will provide an update on NAMA plans for the sale of these loan
books. [11352/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent estimate of the accounting
value of the NAMA loan portfolio is as provided for in the NAMA accounts for the third
quarter of 2011. This is available on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie. I am advised by NAMA
that due diligence on all of the acquired loans is not yet complete so it is not in a position to
provide the final breakdown of the data requested. However, based on a preliminary analysis
of the property assets securing its loans (assets valued by reference to the November 2009
valuations) 56 per cent of such assets are located in Ireland; 34 per cent in Britain; 4 per cent
in Northern Ireland and the remaining in Europe and the US. Based on the November 2009
valuation, the value of Irish property assets would be of the order of €18bn, the value of British
property assets would of the order of €11bn; Northern Ireland property assets of the order of
€1.3bn and residual Europe and US assets of about €1.7bn.

NAMA’s Board has a mandate under the NAMA Act to achieve the best financial return
for the State. Its aim is to dispose of loans and the property assets underpinning these loans in
a way which maximises returns for the taxpayer. That disposal strategy is subject to ongoing
review by the Board.

Banking Sector Regulation

169. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the current estimated value of the
IBRC loan book; if he will provide a breakdown of the value of the US loan book, the British
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loan book, the European loan book and the Irish loan book, respectively; and if he will provide
an update on IBRC plans for the sale of these loan books. [11353/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The value of IBRC’s remaining loan book,
broken down by geographic region, will be reported in the Bank’s Annual Report and Accounts
which are due for release at the end of March this year. IBRC is working to generate options
for the efficient work out of its loan books in accordance with the Bank’s approved mandate.
This includes examining accelerated disposal where this makes economic sense. Following the
timely sale of the majority of the Bank’s US loan portfolios, the Bank now continues with
further detailed analysis of the remaining loans in Ireland and the UK. This analysis will further
inform the Board and management team of IBRC on the timing of the next phases of dele-
veraging.

Tax Code

170. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding allow-
ances in respect of a person (details supplied). [11378/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners
that the person concerned and his wife are entitled to the same income tax treatment as an Irish
married couple. The person is entitled to the married person’s tax credit, which is €3,300 for 2012.
In addition, on the basis that he is the sole income earner, he is entitled to a standard income tax
rate tax band of €41,800 for 2012, that is, income tax will apply at 20% on income earned up to
that amount, with any income in excess of that amount being charged at 41%. Revenue Information
Leaflet IT 2 sets out a Guide to the taxation of Married Couples and Civil Partners and is available
on the Revenue website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it2.html.

The person in question may also telephone the PAYE lo-call service for the Dublin Region,
1890 33 34 25, or he may call to Revenue’s public offices located at:

Central Revenue Information Office,

Cathedral St.,

Dublin 1.

Tallaght Revenue Information Office,

St. John’s House,

High St.,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.

171. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that the tour operators margin scheme — a 23% VAT charge on profit
margins charged to tour operators — is essentially a double taxation on travel agents who also
pay VAT in the country of supply as well as the standard 12.5% corporation tax on overall
profits; if he is aware that after nearly two years in place the scheme is putting the travel sector
in financial difficulty and threatening its viability; if he will consider a review of this tax in the
near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11417/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that provisions covering the Travel Agents Margin Scheme are contained in Section 88 of the
VAT Consolidation Act 2010. This scheme, which is provided for in Articles 306 to 310 of the
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EU VAT Directive, with which Irish VAT law must comply, was introduced with effect from
1 January 2010. Detailed discussions with the travel industry were carried out prior to the
introduction of the scheme. The scheme deals with the activities carried on by travel agents
who act in the capacity of a principal when supplying certain travel services such as transport,
accommodation, etc, which they have bought in from third parties for onward supply to travel-
lers. Travel agents covered by the scheme are liable to VAT on their margin on the services
provided rather than the full consideration they receive in respect of the supply of these
services.

The nature of the scheme means that the travel agent only has an obligation to account for
VAT on the margin in the country where he/she is established. The travel agent has no further
VAT obligations in places where the travel services are supplied. The travel agent cannot
recover any VAT charged when he/she purchases the travel services but this is because VAT
is only accounted for on the margin when the services are supplied on to the traveller. There
is no double taxation. The Scheme is a standard EU-wide Scheme and is in operation in most
Member States of the EU.

Motor Vehicle Registration

172. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance how the scheme of financial
assistance through refund of vehicle registration tax works for disabled drivers; if it involves
an inspection of the modified vehicle to ensure the vehicle is fit for purpose; the frequency
with which persons with a disability may avail of the scheme; the medical evidence required to
trigger this entitlement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11419/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passen-
gers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) on
the purchase of a car adapted for the transport of a person with specific severe and permanent
physical disabilities, to those who meet certain disability criteria. The disability criteria for
eligibility for the tax concessions under this scheme are set out in the Disabled Drivers and
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

To get the Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be severely and permanently
disabled and satisfy one of the following conditions:

a) be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

b) be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

c) be without both hands or without both arms;

d) be without one or both legs;

e) be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost
wholly without the use of one leg;

f) have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the
lower limbs.

An individual who qualifies under the scheme has to retain the vehicle for 2 years before it can be
replaced under the Scheme. Revenue’s inspection determines that the vehicle has been adapted
within the provisions of the legislation. Revenue makes no judgement on whether the modifications
of the modified vehicle are “fit for purpose”. The Deputy may wish to note that comprehensive
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information relating to the relief scheme is available on the Revenue website at:
http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vrt/leaflets/drivers-passengers-with-disabilities-tax-relief-scheme.html.

Tax Reliefs

173. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance to indicate, in tabular form, the number
of employees who have availed of the revenue assist scheme for each of the past seven years;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11493/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Sections 472A and 88A of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997 provide tax incentives for both employers and employees, to help the long-
term unemployed to return to employment. The relevant information available in relation to
employees who availed of the Revenue Job Assist scheme is for the income tax years 2003 to
2009 inclusive, the latest year for which the necessary detailed information is available.

The information requested is set out in the following table:

Employees Availing of Revenue Job Assist

Year Numbers

2003 900

2004 550

2005 550

2006 360

2007 360

2008 330

2009 390

174. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider changing the qualify-
ing criteria for the revenue assist scheme from persons who have been on the live register for
12 months to persons who are on the live register; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11494/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Sections 472A and 88A of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997 provide for the Revenue Job Assist scheme which provides tax incentives
for both employers and employees to help the long-term unemployed return to employment.
Both incentives apply in respect of individuals who have been unemployed for at least 12
months and are in receipt of a specified social protection payment or who are in a category
approved for the purposes of the scheme by the Minister for Social Protection with the consent
of the Minister for Finance. The requirement to be unemployed for at least 12 months helps
to target the relief at those who can find it more difficult to secure employment because of the
extended period for which they have been out of work. It also protects the Exchequer from
the potential for significant deadweight costs that would be associated with making the relief
available for all individuals on the live register that subsequently obtain employment.

The Deputy may be interested to note that I have decided to extend the scheme so that
individuals signing solely for credits with the Department of Social Protection can also qualify
for the relief, providing that all of the other governing conditions of the scheme are met. This
is provided for in Section 10 of Finance Bill 2012.
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Departmental Advertising

175. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the number and cost of adver-
tisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil and public service in the
past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process; the number of vacan-
cies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11507/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the time allowed it was not possible to
provide a detailed answer for the Deputy with regard to my Department. The Public Appoint-
ments Service (PAS) is an independent body established under the Public Service Management
(Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004, to provide recruitment, assessment and selection
services for the civil service. The PAS will provide data regarding competitions run by them
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Appointments to State Boards

176. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if any State board appointees have
volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons; the corresponding
savings to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11895/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the
following table outlines the position in relation to boards under the aegis of my Department.
While no appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses a number have made
voluntary reductions in relation to the fees paid.

Details in respect of board members voluntary reduction in fees.

Board/Body Name Name of current board members Remuneration details in respect of board
members and board chairpersons

National Treasury Mr. David Byrne (Chairman) Chair — €50,000. Agreed to make a gift of
Management Agency Mr. Hugh Cooney 10% of 2009 remuneration to the Minister
Advisory Committee Mr. Kevin Cardiff for Finance under s483 of the Taxes

Mr. Brendan McDonagh* Consolidation Act.
Mr. Tytti Noras
Mr. Donald C. Roth €25,000 Ordinary Members. Agreed to make
1 Vacancy a gift of 10% of remuneration to the

Minister for Finance under s483 of the
*Different individual to B. Taxes Consolidation Act from 1 January

McDonagh, CEO of NAMA 2009. Mr Kevin Cardiff Secretary General
Department of Finance received no fees.

National Pensions Reserve Mr. Paul Carty — Chairman €51,424 (Chair)
Fund Commission Mr. John A. Canning Jr.

Dr. Brian Hillery €34,283 (Ordinary members)
Prof. Frances Ruane
Mr. Maurice Keane This takes into account a 10% reduction in
Mr. Knut N. Kjaer annual remuneration from 30 September
Mr. John Corrigan (ex-officio) 2009

Mr Corrigan does not receive a fee

Irish Bank Reconciliation Mr. Alan Dukes (Chairman) volunteered to take an annual fee of €150,000
Company effective from his date of appointment as

Chairman. This fee is €100,000 lower than
contractual fee of €250,000 which was
agreed for this role.

Ministerial Transport

177. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown of
149



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Sean Fleming.]

costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in 2011; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11903/12]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the period in question I undertook a
number of commercial flights to attend meetings in Paris, the US, Luxembourg and London.
The total cost for these flights amounted to €6,972.14. In addition €2,695.61 was spent in
relation to car hire for meetings attended by me in Brussels, the US and Paris. In relation to
the use of my car for Ministerial travel, the total cost has been €90,065.42 for the period May
— December 2011. This cost included mileage (which is to cover car related expenses), the
salaries paid to civilian drivers and the travel and subsistence paid to the drivers. This amount
is significantly below the €280,000 average annual cost under the previous domestic Ministerial
transport regime for each Minister.

Higher Education Grants

178. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding
college grants in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10608/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Appeals were received in my
Department from the applicants referred to by the Deputy. The appeals have been considered
and the decisions have issued to the applicants.

Third Level Courses

179. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding funding levels for a course (details supplied) both this year and over the next five
years; the current staffing arrangements for the course; if he will provide an update on the
provision of funding for each post; if he will ensure that the future of the course is safe; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [10611/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware,
third level institutions are autonomous bodies and responsibility for day to day management
and operational affairs, including course provision, is a matter for the governing bodies and
management of the relevant institution. The Higher Education Authority allocates an annual
core recurrent grant to each institution and it is a matter for the institution to determine how
this funding is allocated internally. Accordingly, I have no role in this matter.

Ministerial Transport

180. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to his Depart-
ment of the senior Minister’s car in the period 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011, to include
mileage and car-related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he will detail the salaries paid
to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid to them and all other related
information, including any payment made in 2012 relating to a 2011 claim. [10639/12]

188. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of
mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed by all Ministers
attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a
monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list
of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10799/12]
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275. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a
breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in 2011; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11902/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
180, 188 and 275 together.

In March 2011, the Government agreed new measures for Cabinet Ministers in relation to
the provision of official transport to take effect from 1st May 2011. Between the formation of
the Government on the 9th March 2011 until the 30th, April 2011 each senior Minister was
provided with a state car. From the 1st, May 2011 in line with the revised procedures for cabinet
ministers. Ministers are now required to provide their own transport.

As there is extensive travel involved in undertaking the duties of the office of Minister and
Minister of State, and in line with the practice adopted by previous Governments, travel
expenses are claimed at intervals by way of a statement provided by each Minister or Minister
of State certifying the travel undertaken in connection with the office. I am provided with two
civilian drivers who are paid a wage of €631.75 per week and any relevant subsistence allowance
in respect of their official duties (the total subsistence paid in 2011 amounted to €1,468.11).
Between 1st May and December 2011 I claimed €10,778.74 mileage expenses. Minister of State
Ciaran Cannon claimed €21,465.82 mileage expenses between 9th March and 31st December
2011. The basis on which Ministers record their mileage does not require them to list individ-
ual trips.

School Staffing

181. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are any
circumstances in which a public sector worker in a school setting (details supplied) who wishes
to stay on in his or her role despite having reached the retirement age of 65 years can be
accommodated, taking into consideration that an arrangement has been made with the school
in question and the person is willing to continue working; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10678/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The compulsory retirement date
for a teacher reaching the age of 65 on 1st May, 2012 is 31 August 2012 where the teacher is
not a new entrant under the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
2004. In the case of a person who is a new entrant within the meaning of that Act, there is no
compulsory retirement age but a minimum pension age of 65 years.

In recognition of the additional pressure of students facing state examinations, and the con-
cerns of teachers who wish to ensure continuity of support for these children, I have made
provision, for this year only, to reduce disruption to students undertaking State examinations
in June. This is in the form of alleviation measures allowing post-primary schools to re-employ
teachers who retire between 1 December 2011 and 29 February 2012 and who, immediately
before their retirement, have been teaching students preparing to sit the Junior or Leaving
Certificate examinations in 2012.

Circular 0031/2011, issued in May of last year, requires that schools prioritise registered
teachers over unregistered persons and unemployed teachers over retired teachers when
appointing teachers to substitute and fixed-term posts. In particular, it prohibits schools from
employing retired teachers to cover short-term absences unless all efforts to employ an appro-
priately qualified and registered teacher have failed. This circular also requires a school princi-
pal to keep a record as to why a retired teacher had to be employed and to report to the
school’s board of management on the instances where this arises.
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FÁS Training Programmes

182. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any provision
will be made for 11 redundant Dell workers who qualified for support under the Dell European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund to continue their education in a college (details supplied) in
Limerick to complete bachelor of arts degrees in business and science; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10680/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I
understand that these students received funding from the European Globalisation Adjustment
Fund (EGF) for the first year of their specific programmes from September 2010 to May 2011.
EGF supported measures ceased in June 2011. I am informed that FÁS made specific provision
for these students to avail of an additional academic cycle for the period Sept 2011 to May
2012. This additional provision was not funded through the EGF.

The students in question were made aware at the time of registration for their programmes
that funding was only available for one additional year from Sept 2011 to May 2012.

Teachers’ Remuneration

183. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of
retired teachers paid on the final payroll of 2011 as a percentage of all substitute teachers —
and only substitute teachers — on that payroll. [10696/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teachers in primary, voluntary
secondary and community/comprehensive schools are employed by the Management Auth-
orities of the schools. They are paid on payrolls operated by my Department on behalf of the
Management Authorities. In the final payroll of 2011 4.2% of the total number of substitute
teachers paid were retired teachers.

Special Educational Needs

184. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the application for two special needs assistants in respect of a school (details supplied).
[10714/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I indicated to the Deputy in
my response to his question of 23rd February, 2012, the National Council for Special Education
(NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers
(SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to
support children with special educational needs, in accordance with my Department’s criteria.
I have therefore arranged for the Deputy’s question regarding an individual application for
Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and
direct reply.

The NCSE has informed my Department that a reply will issue to the Deputy in relation to
this matter by the end of this week.

Site Acquisitions

185. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made in
relation to a site selection process for the development of a post-primary school at Claregalway,
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10733/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has sought the
assistance of, and is working closely with, the relevant Local Authority in relation to identifying
and acquiring a suitable site for the proposed post-primary school. Due to the commercial
sensitivities pertaining to site acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further
at this time.

School Staffing

186. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will set out
the figures, in respect of the most recently available full year, for the number of days leave of
absence taken by teachers at primary and at post-primary level, and to break down this leave
as illness leave, maternity leave, or other leave. [10744/12]

187. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average
number of days certified illness leave taken annually by teachers at primary and post-primary
level, based on the most up to date information available; the number of teachers in each sector
who at the end of the relevant year had accumulated in excess of two months, four months, six
months, ten months and twelve months illness leave respectively. [10745/12]

189. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he notifies
teachers at specific intervals of the expiry of significant periods of illness leave; and the number
of teachers to whom such notifications were sent at primary and post primary levels, for the
most recent year where figures are available. [10814/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
186, 187 and 189 together.

A teacher who is absent from duty because of personal illness, may retain eligibility for
incremental salary in respect of a maximum of 365 days of absence in any period of four
consecutive years of teaching service. The sick leave period is calculated retrospectively and
includes weekends, school closures and days on which a teacher is not timetabled for attend-
ance, occurring within the period of absence.

Letters issue as necessary to the teachers and school principals concerned highlighting the
number of absences accumulated and, where appropriate, bringing to their attention the pro-
visions of Circular 60/2010 regarding the Sick Leave Scheme including referral to the Occu-
pational Health Service and the potential expiration of entitlement to incremental salary. Dur-
ing the year 2011, 669 primary teachers and 415 post primary teachers were issued letters.

The details of the absences of teachers employed in primary, secondary and community/
comprehensive schools are recorded by the managerial authorities of the schools and submitted
to the payroll databases in my Department.

The number of days absences recorded for the 2010/11 school year for all primary teachers
in relation to sick leave and maternity leave were as follows:

Number

Certified illness 231,446

Uncertified illness 24,578

Maternity Leave 341,088

Maternity leave in lieu 79,782
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The number of days of absences recorded for Secondary and Community/Comprehensive
Teachers were:

Number

Certified illness 132,566

Uncertified illness 16,984

Maternity Leave 150,327

Maternity leave in lieu 35,232

I will arrange for details of any of the other information which is available to be forwarded
direct to the Deputy.

Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 180.

Question No. 189 answered with Question No. 186.

Higher Education Grants

190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider
reversing the decision to terminate all postgraduate grants; and if there is any other support in
place for a person (details supplied) from an island community who is facing hardship as a
result of these budgetary cuts. [10816/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My priority as Minister for Edu-
cation and Skills is to preserve access to undergraduate higher education courses despite the
difficult circumstances in our public finances. As a result, no changes were made to the eligi-
bility criteria for undergraduate students in the recent Budget. It is also worth emphasising that
41% of all undergraduate students currently receive a grant and pay no student contributions.

Nevertheless, in the context of the overall necessary but difficult expenditure reduction
measures announced in Budget 2012, new students entering postgraduate courses from the
2012/13 academic year onwards will not be entitled to any maintenance payment under the
Student Grant Scheme. Existing postgraduate students will not be affected.

However, those students who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant will
be eligible to have their post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit under the
Student Grant Scheme. In access terms, the requirement to pay a fee is considered to be a
greater obstacle to entry than lack of maintenance support at postgraduate level. This is why I
opted to maintain the fee-payment ahead of maintenance payments for postgraduate students.

In addition, a further limited number of students who would previously have qualified under
the standard grant thresholds will qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made towards the costs
of their fees. My Department estimates this will help an additional 4,000 postgraduate students.
However, there will be a new income threshold for this payment which will be lower than the
standard grant threshold. The income threshold for this level of grant is currently being deter-
mined in the context of the formulation of the student grant scheme for the 2012/13 academic
year.

These measures will apply to all post-graduate students, regardless of where they reside.
However, the Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through the access
offices of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need. Tax relief is
also available on postgraduate tuition fees.
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While it is regrettable that any changes need to be made to student support, I believe this
approach will continue to provide resources for a relatively wide number of post-graduate
students and allow us to maintain the high level of supports provided to undergraduate
students.

Departmental Reports

191. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school
(details supplied) is included in the review of DEIS schools which is being undertaken by him;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10822/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report on the net impact , in
terms of posts, of Budget measures on DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 urban primary schools that
still had additional posts allocated under disadvantage schemes, pre-dating DEIS was published
on 21 February 2012.

The School to which the Deputy refers was not included as part of this report, as it is a DEIS
rural primary school and does not have any posts from previous disadvantage schemes.

Schools Building Programme

192. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding the status on the provision of a new school (details supplied) in Dublin 1 and that
the construction was to be part-funded by the Dublin Docklands Development Authority; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10840/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Dublin Docklands Develop-
ment Authority (DDDA) has informed my Department that it is no longer in a position to
fund this project. The DDDA had committed to provide €6 million or 75% of the costs for
this project and as such was the main funding agent for the project. As this funding is no longer
available from the DDDA the project will not now proceed as originally planned.

The Department will shortly publish an outline five year programme on the projects to be
constructed in that time. School building projects currently in architectural planning, including
the project for this school, will be considered in the context of that programme.

School Enrolments

193. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline the
catchment areas for certain schools in a geographic area (details supplied); the extent to which
these schools can derogate from these boundaries; if he can direct schools to alter their catch-
ment boundaries and allocation policies in view of changing demographics; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [10843/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are no catchment areas for
primary schools. However for planning purposes the country is divided into geographic districts
each with several primary schools feeding into a post-primary centre with one or more post-
primary schools. These defined districts facilitate the orderly planning of school provision and
accommodation needs.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of schools that are not in a position to
admit all pupils seeking entry to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Edu-
cation Act 1998. In this regard a board of management may deem it necessary to restrict
enrolment to children from a particular age group or to children living in a particular area or on
the basis of some other criterion. Some schools use parish or other boundaries for this purpose.
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The selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based is matter for the individ-
ual school authority. In formulating an enrolment policy a school must, however, ensure it is
lawful and applied fairly to all applicants.

Departmental Expenditure

194. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will
provide the total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant
has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and
junior Ministers and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants.
[10853/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by the
deputy regarding entertainment expenses is as follows:

Date Amount

Minister March 2011-to date €2,274.12

Minister of State March 2011-to date €2,864.82

Senior Officials 1 Jan 2011-31 Dec 2011 €1,984.31

A proportion of the expenditure in this area is on official representation for visiting Ministers
and senior officials from priority countries. International education is currently worth around
€750m directly to the Irish economy, and the Government is seeking to double international
student numbers in Ireland. This requires strong inter-governmental relationships with partners
in priority markets in Asia, the Gulf and the Americas, which necessitates such official rep-
resentation for visiting delegations.

Departmental Funding

195. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide
a breakdown between primary and post primary of the €491 million capital budget in his
Department for 2011. [10873/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The total capital allocation for my
Department at the beginning of 2011 amounted to €491m of which the primary sector had an
allocation of €222m and the post-primary sector’s allocation amounted to €161m. The total for
the schools sector amounted to €383m.

On the announcement of the Jobs Initiative in May 2011 the schools sector allocation for
2011 was adjusted upwards to €418m and in November 2011 a further €28m was added to
facilitate the issue of the Minor Works Grant to primary schools.

The outturn for the schools sector in respect of 2011 was €455m of which the primary sector
accounted for €289.4m and post-primary sector accounted for €165.6m.

School Curriculum

196. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of students
with visual impairments who study Irish at primary level and at second level; the number with
visual impairments who study Irish at junior cycle and senior cycle at second level; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [10888/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
all children with visual impairment who are attending mainstream primary or post primary
schools study Irish, in accordance with normal criteria, unless they have been granted an
exemption from Irish study.

Exemptions from Irish are granted in line with the specified criteria provided under my
Departments Circular 12/96 for primary schools and Circular M10/94 for post-primary schools.
Included among the categories of students who may make an application for exemption from
Irish are students with special educational needs who have been assessed as having a general
learning disability due to serious sensory impairment, and are also failing to attain adequate
levels in basic language skills in the mother tongue.

My Department provides additional resources to schools to support children who have been
assessed as having a level of blindness or visual impairment to the extent that it is categorised
as a disability, and where they also have consequential learning support or care needs.
However, this does not include all students who may have some level of visual impairment. It
is therefore not possible to advise how many pupils with visual impairment are studying Irish
in Primary or Post Primary schools.

Grant Payments

197. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm
that an application for a grant in respect of furniture for a school (details supplied) was turned
down; the reason for same; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the school has not
received a grant for furniture since 1979 and that in the meantime student numbers at the
school have risen considerably; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10889/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department received an appli-
cation for funding for replacement furniture from the school referred to by the Deputy.

In light of the competing demands on the available budget, it is not possible to approve
funding to replace existing furniture and the school authority have been informed of this
decision.

School Staffing

198. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has
been drawn to the concern in a local community in relation to a possible reduction in the
staffing complement at a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; if the current school
enrolment will be taken into account in deciding the staff numbers in view of the fact that the
enrolment has grown since last September; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10892/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allocation
of teachers to schools is published annually on my Department’s website. The key factor for
determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The
relevant appointment and retention figures for mainstream staffing for the coming school year
have been published on the Department’s website. However, the staffing arrangements in
schools for the 2012/2013 school year can also be affected by changes in their enrolment, the
impact of other budget measures and the reforms to the teacher allocation process. The reform
of the allocation process is designed to bring a more equitable distribution of existing posts
between schools so there will inevitably be some schools that will lose posts and some schools
that will gain posts. My Department has expanded the existing appeals process so that it is
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accessible to the small schools that are losing a classroom post as a result of the budget measure.
Such schools will not lose their classroom post if they are projecting increased enrolments in
September 2012 that would be sufficient to allow them to retain their existing classroom posts
over the longer term. The detailed arrangements are set out in the Department’s Staffing
Circular 0007/2012, that is now published on my Department’s website. The closing date for
submission of appeals for the April meeting of the Staffing Appeal Board is 23 March, 2012.

Teachers’ Remuneration

199. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a
matter (details supplied) regarding human resource policy; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10918/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Civil Service Regulation
(Amendment) Act 2005 devolved responsibility for the management of civil servants from the
Government to Ministers and heads of office to reflect modern human resource practices. As
such, the Act applies to civil servants, rather than public servants as a whole.

Department of Education and Skills Circular 0040/2011 sets out the new pay scales for new
appointees to teaching following Budget 2011. As part of Budget 2011 all new appointees to
the entry grades of the public service must start at the first point of the relevant pay scale with
effect from 1 January 2011.

Professional service in one part of the public sector does not automatically provide for an
individual to access separate salary grades for a separate profession within another sector. This
includes a voluntary move from the health to the education sector (nursing to teaching), and
also within sectors — for example a lecturer who commenced employment as a teacher in the
primary or post-primary school sector after 1 January 2011 would also start on the first point
of the revised salary scales.

Teachers who hold non-teaching service relevant to the teaching post that they are first
appointed to may apply for the award of Incremental Credit for this service. Details of this
scheme are available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

Third Level Fees

200. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
introduction of third level fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11005/12]

201. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
introduction of a loan scheme at third level; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11006/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
200 and 201 together.

The reality of the economic situation and the public expenditure corrections which must be
made in the coming years present challenges across all areas of public expenditure, including
higher education. Moreover, the projected growth in demand for higher education over the
next two decades creates further challenges for funding. Careful planning and consideration of
available evidence will allow us to develop policy options so that the system can meet those
challenges in the difficult years ahead.

At my request the Higher Education Authority (HEA) completed an initial study late last
year on sustainability of the current funding system for higher education. The HEA report
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outlines the scale of recent reductions in funding and growth in student numbers, and provides
some evidence on the possible impacts of this on quality of provision. However, the HEA has
emphasised that the report is preliminary only and that substantial additional work now needs
to be undertaken before comprehensive proposals as to how we can sustainably fund higher
education into the future can be developed. The HEA is continuing its work in this area and
further advice is expected later this year.

Third Level Participation

202. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on increas-
ing participation at third level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11007/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Ireland currently performs very
strongly in terms of participation in higher education and has the highest tertiary attainment
rate among 25-34 year olds in the European Union. Projections published by my Department
in June of this year show that the demand for higher education in Ireland is set to grow by
62% in the next twenty years.

While welcome, the scale of projected growth will present major challenges for Ireland’s
higher education system in ensuring that student numbers can be accommodated in a sus-
tainable way that does not compromise high quality outcomes.

The National Strategy for Higher Education makes a number of recommendations for system
development, flexibility, efficiency and change aimed at supporting sustainable growth while
protecting quality. Implementation of strategy recommendations is underway and a progress
report is available on www.education.ie.

Institutes of Technology

203. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
relocation of DIT to Grangegorman, Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11008/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has published
details of capital funding available to my Department for the period 2012-2016. The level of
funding available for Exchequer investment in higher education infrastructure provides only
for funding projects where legally binding contractual commitments exist. While a master plan
has been agreed for the Grangegorman project, work to date on the project has not advanced
to the point of irrevocable contractual commitment.

The Government is committed to the long term future of this project. It has decided to
advance initially with planning towards a PPP project for completion around 2017 and to plan
for subsequent projects where construction targeted to begin post 2017.

Officials from my Department are in regular contact with the Grangegorman Development
Agency, Dublin Institute of Technology and the Higher Education Authority concerning these
matters and options for the next steps to progress the project having regard to the budgetary
position.

204. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
establishment of a technological university in the South East; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11009/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): On Monday 13th February, the
HEA published a number of documents intended to provide a broad framework for future
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system development in Irish higher education, including a clear four stage process and criteria
for designation as Technological University. All institutions have now been invited to identify
their key strengths and their future strategic fit within the system and submit a realistic plan
to HEA on that basis.

Consortiums of institutes of technology, including any potential south-east configuration,
proposing to merge and apply for designation as technological universities will need to submit
a formal expression of interest within six months and will be advised within a further six months
whether they can proceed to the second stage for designation. Decisions on designation as
Technological Universities will be taken by an independent international expert panel at the
final stages of application as set out clearly in the Process and criteria document available
on www.hea.ie.

Departmental Bodies

205. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on merg-
ing the existing accreditation authorities, national qualifications authority, FETAC and
HETAC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11010/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Programme for Government
contains a commitment to amalgamate the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
(NQAI), the Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC) and the Higher Edu-
cation and Training Awards Council (HETAC). This was confirmed in the Public Sector
Reform Plan. Legislation providing for the amalgamation was published in July 2011 and
Second Stage was taken in the Seanad in September. It is intended to secure the passage of
the legislation and establish the new Authority in the first half of 2012.

Higher Education Grants

206. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
maintenance grant scheme at third level; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11011/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The main objective of the Student
Grant Scheme is to provide assistance to students, who otherwise might not be able to afford
to do so, to participate in further and higher education. At third level, the grant supports
eligible students in obtaining one undergraduate degree and in some cases, progressing, where
appropriate, to a postgraduate course of study.

My priority as Minister for Education and Skills is to preserve access to undergraduate higher
education courses despite the difficult circumstances in our public finances. As a result, no
changes were made to the grant eligibility criteria for undergraduate students in Budget 2012.
It is also worth emphasising that 41% of all undergraduate students currently receive a grant
and pay no student contributions.

In the context of the necessary but difficult expenditure reduction measures announced in
Budget 2012, reductions in support for new students entering postgraduate courses from the
2012/13 academic year had to be implemented. However, those students who meet the qualify-
ing conditions for the special rate of grant will be eligible to have their post-graduate tuition
fees paid up to the maximum fee limit under the Student Grant Scheme. In addition, a further
limited number of students who would previously have qualified under the standard grant
thresholds will qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made towards the costs of their fees.
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In access terms, the requirement to pay a fee is considered to be a greater obstacle to entry
than lack of maintenance support at postgraduate level. This is why I opted to maintain the
fee-payment ahead of maintenance payments for postgraduate students. While it is regrettable
that any changes need to be made to student support, I believe this approach will continue to
provide resources for a relatively wide number of post-graduate students and allow us to main-
tain the high level of supports provided to undergraduate students.

School Curriculum

207. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on retain-
ing Irish as a compulsory subject at leaving certificate level; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11012/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This Government is committed to
supporting the overall thrust of 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030, and to the
delivery of the goals and targets proposed. As part of this, a thorough reform of the Irish
curriculum and the way Irish is taught at primary and second level will be undertaken. The
priority is to take steps to improve the quality and effectiveness of the teaching of Irish. Only
when these steps have been implemented, the question of whether Irish should be optional at
Leaving Certificate will be considered.

A revised Leaving Certificate curriculum in Irish began in all schools in September 2010 for
first examination in 2012. The revised programme provides for an increase in the proportion
of marks available for oral assessment to 40%, and is aimed at promoting a significant shift in
emphasis towards Irish as a spoken language, where students can communicate and interact in
a spontaneous way, and where Irish is spoken every day in schools. The National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment has been asked to review this syllabus in the light of the experi-
ences of students in the first examination.

Reviews of Irish will also be undertaken at other levels of the system in the context of the
National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy 2011-2020.

Special Educational Needs

208. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
cap on special needs assistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11013/12]

225. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
provision of special needs education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11030/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
208 and 225 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department’s policy is to promote the principle of
inclusive education as envisaged in Section 2 of the Education for Persons with Special Edu-
cational Needs (EPSEN), Act 2004.

My Department, either directly or through the National Council for Special Education
(NCSE), provides for a range of supports in schools to enable them to cater for students with
special educational needs which includes additional resource teachers, Special Needs Assistants
(SNAs) and specialist equipment. The precise model of provision made will depend on the
pupil’s assessed disability.

I wish to reiterate for the Deputy this Government’s commitment to the provision of
resources for children with special educational needs.
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There has been no reduction in the number of Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) which will
be available for the next school year, with 10,575 posts remaining available for allocation. It is
considered that with equitable management and distribution of these resources that there will
be sufficient posts to provide access to SNA support for all children who require such care
support to attend school, in accordance with my Departments criteria.

Neither has there been any reduction in the overall number of resource teaching posts which
will be available for allocation to mainstream schools for the next year, either through the
General Allocation Model or which are available for individual allocation by the National
Council for Special Education.

The fact that the number of special needs assistant and resource teaching posts are being
maintained at current levels is a reflection of this Governments commitment to prioritising
supports for children with special educational needs, at a time when there is a requirement to
make expenditure savings across a range of areas. This commitment to protecting frontline
services for children with special educational needs will ensure that the requirements of special
needs pupils can continue to be provided for on an ongoing basis, despite overall budgetary
pressures.

Pupil-Teacher Ratio

209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on increas-
ing class sizes at primary level and second level; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11014/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): While difficult choices had to be
made to identify savings across my Department’s budget, the Government has tried to protect
front line services in 2012.The Government has protected the pupil-teacher ratio at primary
level, prioritised targeted support for the most disadvantaged schools and maintained the over-
all number of resource teachers and SNAs to support children with special needs.

Until now, a specific resource was provided for guidance in addition to the standard teacher
allocation to post primary schools. In future, schools must meet their guidance requirements
from within the overall resource provided by that normal staffing schedule. Individually schools
can continue to make provision for guidance and counselling. Decisions on how this will be
done will be taken at school level in the best interests of students and to ensure the best use
of resources available. In this way, the main teacher allocation can be maintained at 19:1 for
schools generally, while schools will have discretion to balance what they allocate for guidance
against the competing demands of providing subject choice. The change that has been
announced gives schools greater autonomy in how they allocate staff resources to best meet
the needs of their students.

All 195 second-level school in DEIS will be given targeted support by a more favourable
staffing schedule of 18.25:1. This is a 0.75 point reduction compared to the existing PTR of 19:1
that applies in non fee-paying second-level schools.

At a time of great strain in our public finances, we have to ensure that the very valuable but
limited resources available for the education system are used in the best way possible. I am
confident school management and teachers will continue to work together to meet the needs
of the students in their care.

Preschool Services

210. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
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early childhood care and education programme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11015/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): With the implementation of uni-
versal pre-school provision, 94% of children are availing of a pre-school year in the year prior
to enrolling in the primary school system. As well as quality improvement in early years set-
tings, my Department’s policy is to ensure that there is a continuum of learning from pre-
school through to the primary school system. With this in mind, my Department funded the
development of Aistear through the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment. Aistear
is a curriculum framework for children aged 0-6 and can be used by parents as well as by early
years practitioners and by teachers in junior and senior infant classrooms. Aistear has advanced
considerably the thinking underpinning the infant stages of the Primary School Curriculum
which is now being reviewed to reflect the approach to teaching and learning that is appropriate
for young children from three to six years.

To evaluate how children are experiencing a continuum of learning from pre-school to the
junior infant classroom, my Department’s Inspectorate will, in 2012, be carrying out joint
inspections with the HSE’s pre-school inspectorate.

Educational Disadvantage

211. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
DEIS programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11016/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): DEIS (Delivering Equality of
Opportunity in Schools), the Action Plan for Educational Disadvantage, was launched in May
2005 and remains the Department of Education and Skills policy instrument to address edu-
cational disadvantage. The action plan focuses on addressing and prioritising the educational
needs of children and young people from disadvantaged communities, from preschool through
second-level education (3 to 18 years).

Concentrating resources in favour of schools serving the most disadvantaged communities
with the highest concentrations of disadvantaged pupils is consistent with the broad thrust
of the recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General in his report on Primary
Disadvantage in 2006, which suggested that the Department of Education and Skills should
focus its educational disadvantage measures on those schools serving the most disadvantaged
communities.

DEIS includes a commitment for ongoing evaluation of the programme to ensure successful
implementation and appropriate measurement of outcomes at both local and national level.
The Educational Research Centre has undertaken this ongoing evaluation, on behalf of my
Department, the aim of which is to monitor the implementation of the programme and assess
its impact on students and schools at primary and post primary levels.

In addition, the Inspectorate of my Department conducted evaluations of planning in a sam-
ple of 36 DEIS schools, 18 primary and 18 post-primary. A national composite report on the
effectiveness of DEIS planning in primary and post-primary schools has been completed and
this report along with the ERC report were published in January 2012.

My Department will fully consider these evaluation reports before any decisions can be made
regarding the future of DEIS. While a key priority for me is to continue to prioritise and target
resources at schools with the most concentrated levels of educational disadvantage, the current
economic climate and the challenge to meet significant targets on reducing public expenditure,
particularly given the upward pressures on teacher numbers and in the context of operating
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under a fixed ceiling on teacher numbers affords no capacity to provide for additionality to the
DEIS programme.

School Accommodation

212. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on prefab
rental; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11017/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall policy goal of my
Department is to ensure the highest standard of permanent accommodation for all schools. In
the context of a rapidly increasing school population and competing pressure on the capital
budget available to my Department, it is sometimes necessary to make use of temporary accom-
modation in order to meet the accommodation needs of schools.

The policy of my Department on renting prefabricated accommodation in individual cases
depends on a number of factors including:

— If the accommodation need is deemed short term, the policy is generally to approve
temporary rental of accommodation. For example, a school may require a temporary
building while it is awaiting the completion of construction of a permanent building.

— Immediacy of requirement. In some cases, a school needs accommodation at very
short notice and this can only be provided through temporary accommodation. In the
past, that was provided by means of either rental or purchase of prefabricated build-
ings or the rental of other temporary accommodation such as local halls. My Depart-
ment operates a policy of providing schools with the option of purchasing prefabs
outright or providing a new build with the funding available where it is expected that
the school will require the extra accommodation for more than three years.

In general, the Board of Management of a school is responsible for acquiring temporary accom-
modation, although this is not always the case. Where circumstances warrant, my Department
procures the accommodation directly rather than through the school. This would arise for
instance in a case where my Department is the owner of the site in question and would there-
fore be the client for any capital works.

Higher Education Sector

213. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
payment of salaries in the higher education sector above the pay cap for the public service;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11018/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In keeping with Government
policy, a salary ceiling of €200,000 will apply to future appointments to senior positions in the
higher education sector.

The vast majority of employees in the higher education sector who currently earn more than
€200,000 per annum are Academic Medical Consultants, remuneration for whom falls in the
main within the remit of the Minister for Health. Any changes to the terms and conditions of
these consultants will have to be considered in the context of the Minister for Health’s approach
towards the remuneration of all medical consultants.

Since becoming Minister for Education and Skills, I have written to the Chairpersons of the
University Governing Bodies requesting them to ask those individuals who earn in excess of
the pay ceiling of €200,000, other than Academic Medical Consultants, to make voluntary

164



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

waivers of salary. While two individuals have agreed to make personal arrangements with their
employer regarding a deduction of the amount of salary in excess of €200,000, to date there
have been no voluntary waivers made for the benefit of the State.

I cannot enforce a voluntary waiver nor can I insist that a waiver, if made, follows any
particular format. For example, if an employee chooses to waive a portion of his or her salary
in favour of a charity or their employer they are free to do so.

School Staffing

214. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on schools
with fewer than 86 pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11019/12]

215. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on schools
with fewer than 50 pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11020/12]

249. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills based on information
provided by rural schools in County Offaly, namely, one, two, three and four teacher schools
relating to existing and projected enrolment, if he will confirm that there will be no loss of staff
at these schools in County Offaly, which could have an adverse affect of forcing the amalgama-
tion and closures of rural schools. [11355/12]

254. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans regarding
a school (details supplied) in Dublin 14; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11439/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
214, 215, 249 and 254 together.

There is no increase in the staffing schedule general average of 28:1 for the allocation of
classroom teachers at primary level. However, there is a phased increase in the pupil threshold
for the allocation of classroom teachers in small primary schools. As part of the Budget
decisions announced, the number of pupils required to gain and retain a teaching post in small
primary schools will be gradually increased between September 2012 and September 2014. The
schools concerned are those with four or less classroom teachers.

The phasing of these measures can provide the schools concerned with time to consider the
potential for amalgamation with other schools where this is feasible. If amalgamations take
place, they will be voluntary and follow decisions taken by local communities and not by
my Department.

This Government recognises that small schools are an important part of the social fabric of
rural communities. They will continue to be a feature of our education landscape. However,
this does not mean that small schools can stand still or never have their staffing levels changed
to something that is more affordable and sustainable for these difficult and challenging times.
The teachers in small schools cannot be immune from the requirement that is being asked of
all public servants to deliver our public services on a reduced level of resources.

My Department has expanded the existing appeals process so that it is accessible to the small
schools that are losing a classroom post as a result of the budget measure. They won’t lose
their classroom post if any of them are projecting increased enrolments in September 2012 that
would be sufficient to allow them to retain their existing classroom posts over the longer term.
The detailed arrangements are set out in the Department’s Staffing Circular that is now pub-
lished on my Department’s website. The closing date for submission of appeals for the April
meeting of the Staffing Appeals Board is 23 March 2012.
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Teachers’ Remuneration

216. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
provision of State funding to fee paying schools; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11021/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The funding to which the Deputy
refers is the arrangement whereby the salaries of teachers employed within the approved
annual staffing allocation for fee charging schools by my Department are paid by the State; an
arrangement that pre-dates the introduction of the Free Education scheme and which exists
since the foundation of the State. The estimated cost of these posts is in the order of €100
million.

The Deputy will be aware that I announced a review last December, in the context of the
Budget 2012, where I made a further one point change to the staffing allocation of fee charging
schools. I indicated at the time that the purpose of the review would be to inform future policy
in relation to exchequer support for these schools.

The review will be completed in the coming months and in time to inform Government
deliberations on the next budget. The majority of fee paying schools have responded to a
request from my officials seeking initial information regarding tuition fees charged for the
academic year 2011/12. Reminders have issued to a small number of schools. Once complete
this information will enable a calculation of the gross income from tuition fees in respect of
each school and it will be related to the exchequer resources foregone by each school because
it is a fee charging school.

The information will be shared with the schools and each school will be provided with an
opportunity to provide any further information on their finances and liabilities that may impact
on the level of fee income they actually have available.

Languages Programme

217. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on langu-
age provision in primary, secondary and third level; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11022/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In 2004 the Department invited
the Council of Europe Language Policy Division to develop a Language Education Policy
Profile for Ireland. The Council of Europe offers member States assistance in carrying out
analyses of their language education policies with the assistance of a team of international
experts. The Profile was published in 2007. It recommended that Ireland should develop a
national languages strategy. Its remit would cover such areas as: the place and role of languages
in society; possible scenarios for the integration of languages in the education system and the
implications for curriculum development, teacher education, etc.; language provision at second
level; structures or measures to provide ongoing advice on language policy.

A Working Group has developed a draft languages policy for internal submission to the
Department preparatory to a wider consultation phase. In the meantime, policy is that two
languages, Irish and English should be available from the beginning of primary schooling, that
immersion approaches will be supported under which English may be delayed to the start of
the second term in senior infants, that Irish will remain a compulsory subject in second level
schools except for those with exemptions, and that the languages English, Irish, French,
German, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Japanese and Arabic will continue to be offered as part of
the curriculum in schools in senior cycle. There are no plans in the current budgetary situation
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to extend the range of languages available as part of the curriculum in second level schools.
However, the availability of Transition Year and the option of school developed short courses
proposed as part of junior cycle reform will provide opportunities for schools to provide
additional languages if they wish to do so.

Students at third level have access to a wide range of foreign language courses which can be
taken as core subjects or in combination with a range of other disciplines, supported by the
IOT Languages Strategy Network, and the Erasmus programme. The new Higher Education
Strategy emphasises that higher education institutions need to actively engage with stake-
holders in the communities they serve and this will be a key priority for implementation. My
Department and its agencies will continue to engage with industry to ensure that the education
responds insofar as is possible to the emerging needs of enterprise in this area.

Preschool Services

218. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
development of preschool education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11023/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s policy on the
development of preschool education is to raise the quality of provision through workforce
development and through effective practice. This is in line with the 2011 EU Commission’s
Communication COM (2011) 66 on ‘Providing all our children with the best start for the world
of tomorrow’. In terms of quality improvement, my Department has funded two practice frame-
works — Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education which
addresses all dimension of practice where children aged 0-6 are present and Aistear, the Cur-
riculum Framework for Early Years (NCCA 2009). My Department also published a Work-
force Development Plan for the Sector in December 2010.

School Staffing

219. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
rehiring of retired teachers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11024/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I issued Circular 0031/2011 in May
of last year. One purpose of which is to ensure, as far as practicable, that schools prioritise
unemployed teachers over retired teachers. In particular, it prohibits schools from employing
retired teachers to cover short-term absences unless all efforts to employ an appropriately
qualified and registered teacher have failed. This circular also requires a school principal to
keep a record as to why a retired teacher had to be employed and to report to the school’s
board of management on the instances where this arises.

In addition to the above, under Circular 0040/2011, teachers who are retired and who return
to teaching are now remunerated at the first point of the revised salary scales applicable to
new entrants. This represents a significant financial disincentive for teachers who retired at the
top of their salary scale, often with a post of responsibility allowance, to return to teaching.

The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 provided for a
reduction in the pay of public servants. Under the Public Service Pension Rights Order 2011
(S.I. No. 80 of 2011), 29 February 2012 was set as the final date on which public servants could
retire and have their pension entitlements calculated on the older, higher rates.

I am also seeking to reduce the impact of these retirements on students preparing for the
State examinations. I am allowing schools to re-employ teachers who retire between 1
December 2011 and 29 February 2012, and who had been teaching classes due to sit State
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exams in 2012, until the end of the school year. These measures are confined to teachers
teaching State examination classes in post-primary schools and do not apply to teachers with
no exam classes or to primary school teachers. I am aware that there are a large number of
qualified and registered teachers who are unable to source work at the current time. I am also
very alive to the pressures our young people are under to perform well in their State exams. I
believe that the approach being adopted strikes the right balance between the needs of students
who face into significant examinations, the retiring teachers who have invested a huge amount
of time and effort in preparing students for their examinations and those teachers who are
looking forward to the opportunities presented by the increased level of retirements at a time
of constrained resources.

Teaching Qualifications

220. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on
teachers teaching subjects when they do not have a third level qualification; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11025/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is the policy of my Department
that only a teacher registered with the Teaching Council, and who has qualifications appro-
priate to the sector and suitable to the post for which he or she is proposed, should be employed
in a school. Unregistered personnel should not be appointed except in exceptional circum-
stances and then only when all avenues for recruiting registered teachers have been exhausted
and for quite restricted time periods.

Circular 31/2011 issued last year by my Department sets down rules in this regard and is
applicable to all appointments made on or after 1 September 2011. Schools are required to keep
a list of appropriately qualified registered teachers who are available for substitute teaching at
short notice. Teachers who are available for work may inform schools in their locality and be
included on this list. Schools must then use this list or a service like Subsearch or TextaSub
when they need a teacher at short notice.

If a school cannot find an unemployed teacher in time, they may then employ a retired
appropriately qualified registered teacher. If none is available, it may move on to employ a
registered teacher whose qualifications are for a different sector or post giving preference,
wherever possible, to an unemployed teacher over a retired one. If a school, despite its best
efforts, cannot find a registered teacher it may, for a maximum period of one week, employ an
unregistered person, provided that it is satisfied that the person is competent and capable to
act in place of a teacher. A school must continue looking for an appropriately qualified regis-
tered teacher and, if it finds one in the meantime, the interim person must be let go. Principals
are obliged to keep a record and report to the board of management on instances where retired
registered teachers and unregistered people are employed. Historical provisions allow for
recognised non-graduate teachers of Rural Science, Woodwork, Metalwork, Art, Home Econ-
omics, Woodwork and Building Construction and Secretarial studies. The Teaching Council
also provides for the registration of teachers of certain non-graduate subjects in the Further
Education Sector and the Post Primary Sector for VEC teaching only.

From 2013 all applicants for registration with the Council will be required to hold, at a
minimum, a level 8 award (degree level) on the National Framework of Qualifications.

School Books

221. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
introduction of book rental schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11026/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has undertaken a
survey of schools to establish the current situation regarding school book rental and loan
schemes. This survey has recently been completed.

When the results of this survey have been examined in detail, I will consider how I might
incentivise the introduction of book loan or rental schemes in schools that do not currently
operate such schemes. I believe it is the most effective means of lowering costs for all parents.

My Department is also, currently preparing guidelines for schools on best practice in the
operation of such schemes.

School Curriculum

222. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on making
science a compulsory subject at junior certificate level; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11027/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): 88.9% of junior cycle students sat
science in the junior certificate examinations in 2011. The main challenge relates to the low
proportions who take the physical sciences, physics and chemistry, in senior cycle.

In the context of junior cycle reform, which will begin implementation on a phased basis
from 2014 onwards, all of the existing subjects are being continued, and Irish (except where
there is an exemption), English and Mathematics will remain core full subjects. Schools will
also have the option of providing locally developed short courses of 100 hours, supported by
exemplars developed by the NCCA.

All students will be required to achieve 24 statements of essential learning as part of their
programme. These include describing, illustrating, interpreting, predicting and explaining pat-
terns and relationships, developing an understanding of the natural world, and understanding
the distribution of social, economic and environmental phenomena. It will be a matter for
schools to determine, from the range of subjects and short courses on offer, how these state-
ments of learning will be met.

Overall, I am in favour of leaving the decisions on what is offered at the discretion of the
school, and of students having as broad a range of options to choose from as possible. Good
and enthusiastic science teachers have the opportunity to inspire a real interest in their subject
and so ensure that pupils will want to sit the exam.

It is particularly important that we ensure the reforms address the needs of those who are
currently least served by the system, and that the changes do not lead to an erosion of the
practical or vocationally oriented subjects in schools. Curricular choice has been shown to be
an important factor in strengthening retention rates to completion of senior cycle in school.

Mental Health Services

223. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on tackling
mental health problems within schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11028/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
medical and therapy supports for children who are suffering from mental health problems are
provided by the Health Service Executive.

My Department provides for Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for children who have
care needs relating to an assessment of Emotional Behavioural Disorder (EBD) or Severe
Emotional Behavioural Disorder (SEBD). SNA support is also provided in relation to students
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who may have a disability diagnosis other than EBD or SEBD, but who may have been allo-
cated care support for behavioural issues. In total, approximately 6,000 children in primary and
post primary schools are currently being supported by some 4,500 SNAs either wholly or partly
to address behavioural issues.

Where children with a diagnosis of EBD or SEBD have consequential learning support
needs, they also receive Resource Teaching support.

Other supports which are available for schools to deal with emotional and behavioural diffi-
culties include the National Behaviour Support Service (NBSS) in post primary schools and
the support teacher scheme in primary schools.

Schools are also supported by the National Educational Psychology Services. The National
Educational Psychology Service has published ‘Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties
— A Continuum of Support for Primary Schools — Guidelines for Teachers” and intends to
also shortly publish new Guidelines for schools for Supporting Students with Behavioural,
Emotional and Social Difficulties.

Special Educational Needs

224. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on pub-
lishing a plan for the implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Educational
Needs Act 2004; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11029/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that a
number of sections of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act
have already been commenced.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) made recommendations which sug-
gested that additional investment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across
the education and health sectors, would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act. My
Department’s opinion is that the level of investment required would be greater than that envis-
aged in the NCSE report.

In the light of the very difficult economic situation, and these significant costs, the previous
Government deferred the full implementation of EPSEN.

Given the costs involved and current fiscal constraints, addressing this issue will be very
challenging. I will be considering how we can develop a plan to implement the objectives of
the EPSEN Act so as to deliver improved educational outcomes for students with special needs.

Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 208.

Psychological Service

226. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on revers-
ing the cut to the number of psychologists in the National Educational Psychological Service;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11031/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that all
primary and post- primary schools have access to psychological assessments either directly
through the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) or through the Scheme for
Commissioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA) whereby the school can have an assessment
carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS
will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.
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NEPS currently directly employs some 173 psychologists sited in 22 local and Regional offices
countrywide and assigned to schools in their respective catchment areas.

I can inform the Deputy that preparations are in hand within my Department to replace
psychologist staff lost due to retirement under current public sector reform arrangements.

In regard to commitments within the Programme for Government to further expand NEPS
staffing psychologist staffing levels I will be consulting with colleagues within Government in
relation to this and other such commitments with a view to the timing of the implementation
thereof at which stage I will make public my Department’s intentions in this regard.

School Transport

227. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
provision of school transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11032/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): The
school transport schemes are operated by Bus Éireann, on behalf of my Department, and
currently transport over 113,000 children, including about 8,000 with special educational needs,
to and from school throughout the school year.

The main objective of my Department’s Primary and Post Primary School Transport Schemes
is to support the safe transport to and from school of children who would have difficulty
travelling, for reasons of distance, to their nearest school if transport is not supported.

In this regard, children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria
and are attending their nearest school or education centre having regard to ethos and language.

Children with special educational needs resulting from a diagnosed disability are eligible for
transport if they are attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class/school
or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs.

There is an annual charge for children who avail of school transport services but eligible
children who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from these charges; there is
no charge for eligible children with special educational needs.

More detailed information may be obtained from the relevant schemes which are published
on the Department and Bus Éireann websites.

Schools Refurbishment

228. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
emergency works scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11034/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The main purpose of the Emer-
gency Works Scheme is to ensure the availability of funding for urgent works to those schools
that are most in need of resources as a result of an emergency situation or on receipt of an
enrolment application from a special needs pupil.

An emergency is a situation which poses an immediate risk to health, life, property or the
environment, which is sudden, unforeseen and requires immediate action and in the case of a
school, if not corrected would prevent the school or part thereof from opening.

Primary and post-primary schools requiring emergency works to be undertaken can apply
under this scheme by completing in full the Emergency Works Application Form.

229. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on the
summer works scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11035/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, the
Government’s Medium Term Infrastructure and Capital Investment Framework, which was
published on 10th November last, sets out the demographic challenge facing the education
system. Total enrolment in both primary and post-primary schools is expected to grow by
almost 70,000 between now and 2018 — over 45,000 at primary level and 25,000 at post primary
— and will continue to grow up to at least 2024 at post-primary.

In view of the very real need to ensure that every child has access to a school place, the
delivery of new schools, together with extension projects, will be the main focus for capital
investment in schools in the coming years. In the context, therefore, of the financial constraints
imposed by the need to prioritise available funding for the provision of essential school accom-
modation, it is not possible for me to advance with a summer works programme this year.

Higher Education Grants

230. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a non-
EU dependent child of a person who has permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage
to an Irish national residing in the State is deemed eligible to apply for a maintenance grant
by the vocational education committee however a dependent child, not of EU nationality, of
an Irish citizen is not eligible to apply; if there are any plans to revise the criteria for mainten-
ance grants in respect of residency status; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11036/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility for a
student grant is a matter for the relevant grant awarding authority — local authority or VEC.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be
contained in an individual’s application form, including those relating to nationality, it would
not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant. However, the
nationality requirements for the student grant scheme are set out in section 14 of the Student
Support Act 2011 and regulation 5 of the Student Support Regulations 2011. In summary, it is
the student, and not his/her parents, that must meet the nationality requirements in their own
right to qualify for a student grant.

School Accommodation

231. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to
Parliamentary Question No. 84 of 6 December 2011, in view of the fact that planning permission
has now been refused by An Bord Pleanála if he has identified a suitable alternative for the
school to be built; if he considers the National Asset Management Agency land at a location
(details supplied) a suitable alternative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11037/12]

239. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to
Parliamentary Question No. 84 of 6 December 2011, if he will provide an update on the plan-
ning application for a school (details supplied); the efforts he has made to secure appropriate
accommodation; the date on which building work will start on that new building; if he will
provide a timeline for completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11139/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
231 and 239 together.

The Deputy will be aware that an application for planning permission for a school building
on a site in the area was recently refused on appeal to An Bord Pleanála. Officials from my
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department are working in conjunction with the Local Authority towards securing permanent
sites to meet current and projected future needs at primary level in the area. However, the
Deputy will understand that given the sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally,
I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

The acquisition of sites and the delivery of the school building projects will be considered in
the context of the capital budget available to my Department for school buildings generally.

Educational Disadvantage

232. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report on
his review of plans to abolish DEIS legacy posts. [11099/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report on the net impact , in
terms of posts, of Budget measures on DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 urban primary schools that
still had additional posts allocated under disadvantage schemes, pre-dating DEIS was published
on 21 February 2012.

The report provides data on 140 DEIS Band 1 and DEIS Band 2 schools which were iden-
tified as being impacted by the possible loss of posts. Where schools are adversely affected by
Budget measures, the most significant losses can be attributed to the withdrawal of posts from
previous disadvantaged schemes . The losses from other factors such as the change to the new
staffing schedule for Band 1 schools, demographics or the new General Allocation Model are
not as significant.

The report indicates that the majority of schools, 107, would lose between 0.5-2 legacy posts
while 22 schools would lose between 3 and 4 legacy posts, and a further 3 schools would lose
more than 5 legacy posts. 8 schools would not lose any legacy posts.

The full report with a list of the schools involved is available on my Department’s website
at www.education.ie.

233. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a
breakdown of the number of DEIS legacy posts that will be abolished and for a breakdown in
tabular form of which schools across the State will lose posts under his plans; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11100/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report on the Net Impact ,
in terms of posts, of Budget measures on DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 urban primary schools that
still had additional posts allocated under disadvantage schemes, pre-dating DEIS was published
on 21 February 2012.

The report provides data on 140 DEIS Band 1 and DEIS Band 2 schools which were iden-
tified as being impacted by the possible loss of posts. Where schools are adversely affected by
Budget measures, the most significant losses can be attributed to the withdrawal of posts from
previous disadvantaged schemes. The losses from other factors such as the change to the new
staffing schedule for Band 1 schools, demographics or the new General Allocation Model are
not as significant.

As already announced the withdrawal of 192 posts from primary schools outside DEIS Band
1 and 2 and from DEIS second level schools will proceed. These involve 136 posts from 163
post primary schools, 16 posts from 16 rural primary schools, 40 posts from 17 non-DEIS
primary schools.

It is not possible at the moment to provide the information sought by the Deputy as the
priority for my Department now is to complete the teacher allocation process at this time.
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Notifications to issue to each DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 school of their staffing entitlements for
2012/13, including the outcome of the Government’s decision to retain 235 posts from previous
disadvantage schemes in 140 Band 1 and Band 2 DEIS schools is currently being finalised.

When this process is complete, the information will be forwarded to the Deputy directly.

234. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the impact his plans
regarding DEIS schools will have on the number of teaching posts at a school (details supplied)
in County Donegal. [11101/12]

235. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a
breakdown of the impact of his plans with regard to DEIS legacy posts will have on schools in
County Louth. [11102/12]

241. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the full effects
of his recent statement partially rowing back on his post-budget 2012 statement, in respect of
each of the schools with and without a DEIS designation in the Dublin region. [11153/12]

250. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to his state-
ment of 21 February regarding revision of proposed cuts to DEIS schools, if he will confirm
there will be no alteration to staffing levels and or services facilities in all designated DEIS
schools in County Offaly. [11356/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
234, 235, 241 and 250 together.

It is not possible at the moment to provide the information sought by the Deputies as the
priority for my Department is to complete the teacher allocation process at this time. Notifi-
cations are currently being finalised to issue to each DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 school of their
staffing entitlements for 2012/13, including the outcome of the Government’s decision to retain
235 posts from previous disadvantage schemes in 140 Band 1 and Band 2 DEIS schools.

When this process is complete, the information will be forwarded to the Deputies directly.

Schools Building Projects

236. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe
for the delivery of new schools (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11118/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the Deputy
that the tender process for the appointment of a design team for the school building project to
which he refers is nearing completion. A final check of the preferred candidates insurances and
tax clearance is under way. Once this is complete, assuming no issues arise, the contracts of
appointment will issue to the design team consultants. The Department will shortly publish an
outline five year programme on the projects to be constructed in that time. School building
projects currently in architectural planning, including the project for these new schools, will be
considered in the context of that programme.

Teachers’ Remuneration

237. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will immediately
reverse the decision to cut and suspend all teachers’ allowances, including qualification allow-
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ances for new entrants to the teaching profession; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11123/12]

244. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the review of
teacher qualification allowances, supervision, substitution and other post of responsibility
allowances will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11231/12]

253. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he proposes to
reverse the decision not to pay allowances to new entrants to the teaching profession, which
would create an unfair and unequal system in which certain teaching staff are paid up to 30%
more than new entrants; the reason graduates completing their studies in May 2012 will have
to comply with the Croke Park agreement and the parameters thereof in terms of the 33 extra
hours and so on, while their remuneration has not been protected; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11425/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
237, 244 and 253 together.

In his address to Dáil Éireann on December 5th 2011 the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform announced that Public Service bodies will have to achieve a reduction of 5% in
the cost of allowances and premium payments in 2012. In order to achieve the necessary
reduction, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is conducting a review of allow-
ances and premium payments across the Public Service. Pending the outcome of this review,
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has advised my Department that delegated
sanction for the payment of allowances to new beneficiaries is withdrawn with effect from 1st
February 2012. The only exception to the prohibition on the awarding of new allowances is
Principal and Deputy Principal Allowances. I understand that the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform will advise of the outcome of the review shortly. I am not in a position to
comment further in relation to teacher allowances until then.

The Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 provides that there will be no reductions in the
pay rates of existing public servants. All teachers who were eligible to hold allowances prior to
1 February 2012 continue to be eligible for these allowances. The provisions of the Public
Service Agreement, including the delivery of the additional hours, form part of the terms and
conditions of a teacher’s contract of employment and as such it is expected that all teachers
will continue to work in accordance with these provisions.

Social Welfare Benefits

238. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will assist in the
payment of child dependant allowance to a VTOS participant (details supplied) in view of the
fact that the only income for one month to their household will be this payment. [11132/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): The
person referred to by the Deputy is attending a Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme
(VTOS) course operated by City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee (VEC). VTOS
participants who are in receipt of Job Seekers Benefit or Jobseekers Allowance are paid a
weekly training allowance by the relevant VEC in lieu of their Department of Social Protection
payment. VECs obtain details from the Department of Social Protection of the payment that
each participant is in receipt of and their VTOS training allowance is set at this rate for the
duration of the programme.
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The VTOS participant referred to by the Deputy was in receipt of the personal rate of Job
Seekers Benefit from the Department of Social Protection when he joined the VTOS prog-
ramme. This payment did not include a dependant adult or dependant child allowance therefore
he is not entitled to payment of a dependant child allowance as part of the VTOS training
allowance.

Question No. 239 answered with Question No. 231.

Teachers’ Remuneration

240. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on
correspondence regarding teachers’ allowances (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11148/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In his address to Dáil Éireann on
December 5th 2011 the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform announced that Public
Service bodies will have to achieve a reduction of 5% in the cost of allowances and premium
payments in 2012. In order to achieve the necessary reduction, the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform is conducting a review of allowances and premium payments across
the Public Service. Pending the outcome of this review, the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform has advised my Department that delegated sanction for the payment of allowances
to new beneficiaries is withdrawn with effect from 1st February 2012. The only exception to the
prohibition on the awarding of new allowances is Principal and Deputy Principal Allowances. I
understand that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform will advise of the outcome
of the review shortly. I am not in a position to comment further in relation to teacher allow-
ances until then.

Question No. 241 answered with Question No. 234.

School Staffing

242. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will detail the
amount of the savings made through cuts in teacher allocations to DEIS and small schools
which will be retained in his Department to fund the proposed literacy strategy; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11156/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Budget 2012 provided for the
phased withdrawal of approximately 428 posts allocated to some schools under disadvantage
programmes prior to the introduction of the DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in
Schools) Initiative in 2005. In January 2012, I asked my Department to report on the net effect,
in terms of posts, of this Budget measure on DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 urban primary schools
that still had additional posts allocated under disadvantage schemes, pre-dating DEIS. Follow-
ing on from this analysis of the Budget measure, the Government agreed last week to retain
235 of these posts on a concessionary basis in DEIS Band 1 and DEIS Band 2 primary schools.

As was announced on Budget Day, 20 of the legacy posts being withdrawn will be re-allo-
cated for the purposes of providing the continuous professional development element of the
Department’s Literacy and Numeracy strategy which also has a focus on tackling disadvantage
and is a key commitment in the Programme for Government.

243. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding
a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11161/12]
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251. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills his view on the
situation of a resource teacher (details supplied); and if he will clarify the way this service will
be provided from next year and ensure that vulnerable children are not given a substandard
service. [11358/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
243 and 251 together.

The staffing arrangements for the 2012/13 school year are set out in Primary Circular
0007/2012 which is available on my Department’s website. This includes the detail of the reform
of the allocation process which is designed to bring a more equitable distribution of existing
posts between schools. The new arrangements incorporate a long overdue updating of the
GAM (learning support) allocation for all schools. This inevitably involves changes to existing
clustering arrangements whereby a teacher is shared between schools. A further change is that
schools in any locality are being empowered to cluster and arrange their GAM resources in a
manner that best suits their local needs. This should be completed by schools in March.

There are also new and separate arrangements for how resource hours for individual pupils
are converted into teaching posts in schools. The requirement for resource hours in a school
varies from year to year depending on the number, if any, of its pupils with autism etc. Small
schools generally have a lower requirement for resource hours. The new arrangements take
account of the later timescale for the allocation of these hours necessitated by individual assess-
ment by the NCSE. All of the changes are designed to enable a more efficient operation of
the teacher redeployment and recruitment and to reduce the impact of travel time between
schools where teachers are shared. My Department will be working with schools and the rel-
evant education partners to ensure that the new arrangements operate as efficiently as possible.
As the process proceeds this work can take account of any appropriate local arrangements that
might be made to further optimise travel arrangements.

Question No. 244 answered with Question No. 237.

245. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mechanisms or
criteria that were used to determine which DEIS posts would be retained; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11262/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Report on the net impact , in
terms of posts, of Budget measures on DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 urban primary schools that
still had additional posts allocated under disadvantage schemes, pre-dating DEIS was published
on 21 February 2012. Due to conflicting numbers of posts being reported as potentially lost to
Band 1 and 2 schools it was necessary to obtain clarity with regard to the net effect of a
range of factors on teacher allocations in these schools; for example, increasing and decreasing
enrolments, the reforms to the existing teacher allocations process and up to date enrolments,
all of which contribute to determining the staffing requirement for these schools for 2012/13
school year. On foot of analysis of this report, the Government agreed to my proposal to retain
these posts, on a concessionary basis, in DEIS Band 1 and DEIS Band 2 primary schools. My
Department’s Social Inclusion Unit will now be writing to the schools concerned, and all DEIS
Band 1 schools in relation to their staffing allocations for 2012/13 school year.

Third Level Courses

246. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is any
way in which a person who knows that they are going to be made redundant a month before
the start of a course under the BlueBrick scheme can access the course under this scheme,
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even if they do not fulfil the criteria of the course given that they know they will be unemployed
when the course starts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11291/12]

247. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person
(details supplied) can be accepted onto a BlueBrick course in view of their circumstances; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11292/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
246 and 247 together.

More than 750 places have been provided on 17 higher diploma ICT Skills conversion Prog-
rammes as one of the measures included in the joint Government-Industry ICT Action Plan to
boost the domestic supply of ICT graduates for Irish employment opportunities. Participating
institutions will decide their own academic entry requirements. The new programmes are tar-
geted at jobseekers who would have the capacity and underlying aptitude, as well as an honours
degree in a cognate discipline, to undergo an intensive programme of study and work experi-
ence to acquire honours degree level ICT programming skills. Anyone can apply regardless of
their social welfare status.

Participation in the programmes will not create any entitlement to receive an income support
payment from the Department of Social Protection, or to extend the period of time for which
any existing income supports are payable. However, unemployed people who are in receipt of
Jobseekers payment (JA/JB) for at least 3 months in the 6 months prior to the commencement
of the programmes will be able to retain such payments for the duration of time that an entitle-
ment exists to such a payment.

Higher Education Grants

248. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason
a person (details supplied) was granted a higher education grant for a period of four years,
when the course is clearly a four and a half year course, and is now deemed ineligible for the
2011-2012 academic year. [11306/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility for a
student grant is a matter for the relevant grant awarding authority.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be
contained in an individual’s application form and supporting documentation, it would not be
possible for me to say whether or not a student should qualify for a grant. An applicant may
appeal the decision of the grant awarding authority to its appeals officer. Where the appeals
officer decides to reject the appeal, the applicant may appeal this decision to my Department
or the independent appeals board, as appropriate.

Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 214.

Question No. 250 answered with Question No. 234.

Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 243.

Standardised School Year

252. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rationale behind
mid-term breaks and other breaks in the school year; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11387/12]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I assume the Deputy is referring
to the standardisation of the mid-term, Christmas and Easter breaks for all schools. The
arrangements for the standardisation of these breaks are agreed under the auspices of the
Teachers Conciliation Council and were first introduced in 2004 to implement a specific
requirement in the national agreement Sustaining Progress. Sustaining Progress set the achieve-
ment of a standard school year as a requirement for all primary and post primary schools in
the country. In encompassing all schools in both sectors it was designed to bring certainty and
clarity on a country wide basis to the arrangements for the vacation periods covered by the
agreement. The current agreement covers the breaks for Christmas, Easter and mid-term in
the first and second terms for the school years up to 2013/14 and is set out in Circular 0034/2011
which is available on my Department’s website.

Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 237.

Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 214.

Departmental Correspondence

255. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a reply has issued in
respect of queries made by a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if not, when a
reply will issue. [11441/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A reply has issued to the corre-
spondence referred to by the Deputy.

Schools Building Projects

256. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report on the
progress made to date on the project to provide a new second level school facility for Clifden,
County Galway. [11445/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project at the
school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. The Design
Team are currently working on finalising the Stage 2(b) Submission (Detailed Design and
Tender Documents) which will then be forwarded to my Department for review. Thereafter,
officials from my Department will be in contact with the Board of Management with regard to
the further progression of the project. The Department will shortly publish an outline five year
programme on the projects to be constructed in that time. The school building projects cur-
rently in architectural planning, including the project at Clifden Community School, will be
considered in the context of that programme, taking into account the funding available, the
building costs involved and the progression of other major projects required to meet demo-
graphic needs.

Schools Amalgamation

257. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the option for
amalgamation that exists for a school (details supplied) which is located in a Gaeltacht area
but which conducts its business and affairs through English and has a different status to neigh-
bouring schools which conduct all their business and affairs through the medium of Irish; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11452/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Where an amalgamation is being
considered between schools in a Gaeltacht area, the sociolinguistic factors of the community
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of each school should be considered by the Patron(s). If the school to which the Deputy refers
wishes to amalgamate, it is open to the school to identify a suitable amalgamation partner in
their locality. Any proposal to amalgamate would have to be approved by the patron(s)
involved. The details of any proposal can then be forwarded to my Department for con-
sideration.

School Management

258. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline the
avenues of appeal or recourse available to parents if, following their complaints to the relevant
primary school board of management, the said board fails to investigate the particular com-
plaints or inadequately investigates same; in these circumstances if there are other alternative
ways by which theses parents could pursue these complaints to a conclusion; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11474/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that
under the Education Act 1998, legally, all schools are managed by school Boards of Manage-
ment, on behalf of the school patrons or trustees, and it is the Board of Management that
employ the teachers at the school. Accordingly, whereas I provide funding and policy direction
for schools, neither I nor the Department have legal powers to instruct schools to follow a
particular course of direction with regards to individual complaint cases, or to investigate indi-
vidual complaints except where the complaint involves a refused enrolment, expulsion or sus-
pension, in accordance with Section 29 of the 1998 Education Act.

In dealing with parental complaints, my Department’s role is to clarify for parents how their
grievances and complaints against schools can be progressed. If a parent wishes to make a
complaint against a teacher or school they should contact the relevant school authorities. The
complaint procedures adopted by most schools are those that have been agreed between the
teacher unions and school management bodies. Where a parent feels that the school’s board
of management has failed to investigate or adequately investigate their complaint, they should
contact the Ombudsman for Children. The Office of the Ombudsman for Children may inde-
pendently investigate complaints about schools recognised with the Department of Education
and Skills, provided the parent has firstly and fully followed the school’s complaints procedures.
The key criterion for any intervention by the Ombudsman for Children is that the action of
the school has had a negative affect on a child. The office can be contacted at Ombudsman for
Children’s Office, Millennium House, 52-56 Great Strand Street, Dublin 1, (Ph) 1800 20 20 40
or (01) 8656800, E-mail oco@oco.ie.

Third Level Staff

259. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the
numbers of employees at each of the seven universities and also DIT and GMIT who receive
gross salaries of between €50,000 and €99,999 per annum. [11476/12]

260. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the
numbers of employees at each of the seven universities and also DIT and GMIT who receive
gross salaries of between €100,000 and €149,000 per annum. [11477/12]

261. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the
numbers of employees at each of the seven universities and also DIT and GMIT who receive
gross salaries of between €150,000 and €199,999 per annum. [11478/12]
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262. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the
numbers of employees at each of the seven universities and also DIT and GMIT who receive
gross salaries of €250,000 or more per annum. [11479/12]

263. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide the
numbers of employees at each of the seven universities and also DIT and GMIT who receive
gross salaries of between €200,000 and €249,999 per annum. [11480/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
259 to 263, inclusive, together.

My Department does not have details of the number of employees at each of the seven
universities, DIT and GMIT who receive a gross salary of between €50,000 and €99,999 per
annum Based on information provided by individual institutions in January details in respect
of the other salary bands are contained in the following table:

Number of employees in each of the seven universities, DIT and GMIT
who receive gross salaries of €100,000 and over.

Institution €100,000 to €149,999 €150,000 to €199,999 €200,000 to €249,999 €250,000 and over

UCD 280 28 20 1

UCC 121 12 34 0

NUIG 98 10 21 0

NUIM 66 3 0 0

TCD 180 10 21 1

UL 73 7 7 0

DCU 66 12 0 0

DIT 41 1 0 0

GMIT 6 1 0 0

School Staffing

264. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has
been drawn to the hardships being caused to post-primary schools as a result of the decision
to review the appointment of assistant principals and freeze all payments for allowances for
newly appointed individuals until this review is completed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11483/12]

265. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has
been drawn to a situation at a post-primary school (details supplied) in which two assistant
principals have been appointed but cannot take up their positions as a result of his Depart-
ment’s decision to freeze payment allowances pending a review of all new appointments to this
grade; the advice he will offer to the school in this instance; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11484/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
264 and 265 together.

In his address to Dáil Éireann on December 5th 2011 the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform announced that Public Service bodies will have to achieve a reduction of 5% in
the cost of allowances and premium payments in 2012. In order to achieve the necessary
reduction, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is conducting a review of allow-
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ances and premium payments across the Public Service. Pending the outcome of this review,
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has advised my Department that delegated
sanction for the payment of allowances to new beneficiaries is withdrawn with effect from 1st
February 2012. The only exception to the prohibition on the awarding of new allowances is
Principal and Deputy Principal Allowances.

I understand that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform will advise of the
outcome of the review shortly. As Minister for Education and Skills I am conscious of the
difficulties that the current situation imposes on schools, particularly in regard to the filling of
Assistant Principal positions. The position is that schools may continue to appoint persons to
Assistant Principal posts, where they have the approval of my Department to do so. However,
because of the withdrawal of the sanction to pay allowances to new beneficiaries, an allowance
for such a post may not be paid. This position has been communicated to the school.

Special Educational Needs

266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is possible
to facilitate access to an ASD unit as soon as possible in the case of a minor (details supplied)
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11486/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for Special
Education (NCSE), through the local special educational needs organisers (SENOs), is respon-
sible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for special educational
needs supports including the approval of special classes for autism. The NCSE operates within
my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. All schools have the names and contact
details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their
child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. I have
arranged for the matters raised by the Deputy to be forwarded to the NCSE for their direct
reply.

Teachers’ Remuneration

267. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the
reductions in pay and all allowances that apply to new entrants to the teaching profession; his
views on the impact these reductions will have on staff morale in view of the fact that teachers
performing the same work will have significantly different pay and allowances; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11492/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The first table shows the pay scales
and allowances paid to teachers with effect from 1 January 2010 compared with the reduced
pay scales and allowances for new entrant teachers that took effect on 1 January 2011.

In his address to Dáil Éireann on December 5th 2011 the Minister for Public Expenditure
and Reform announced that Public Service bodies will have to achieve a reduction of 5% in
the cost of allowances and premium payments in 2012. In order to achieve the necessary
reduction, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is conducting a review of allow-
ances and premium payments across the Public Service.

Pending the outcome of this review, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has
advised my Department that delegated sanction for the payment of allowances to new benefici-
aries is withdrawn with effect from 1st February 2012. The only exception to the prohibition
on the awarding of new allowances is Principal and Deputy Principal Allowances. The second
Table lists the teaching allowances for which delegated sanction has been withdrawn with effect
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from 1 February 2012. I understand that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
will advise of the outcome of the review shortly. I am not in a position to comment further on
the position in relation to teacher allowances until the review is completed.

Teachers’ Common Basic Scale

1/1/10 New Entrants post 1/1/11

1 €30,904 €27,814

2 €31,972 €28,775

3 €33,041 €29,737

4 €34,113 €30,702

5 €35,775 €32,198

6 €36,853 €33,168

7 €37,929 €34,136

8 €40,640 €36,576

9 €41,994 €37,795

10 €43,612 €39,251

11 €45,222 €40,700

12 €46,844 €42,160

13 €48,200 €43,380

14 €49,996 €44,996

15 €49,996 €44,996

16 €49,996 €44,996

17 €52,472 €47,225

18 €52,472 €47,225

19 €52,472 €47,225

20 €52,472 €47,225

21 €55,744 €50,170

22 €55,744 €50,170

23 €55,744 €50,170

24 €55,744 €50,170

25 €59,359 €53,423

Academic Qualifications

1/1/10 New Entrants post 1/1/11

1. (a) (i) H. Dip. in Ed. (Pass) €591 €532

(ii) Higher Froebel Cert. €591 €532

(b) (i) H. Dip. in Ed. (1st or 2nd Hons) €1,236 €1,112

(ii) Ard Teastas Gaeilge €1,236 €1,112

(c) Primary Degree (Pass) €1,842 €1,658

(d) Masters Degree by thesis or exam (Pass) €4,918 €4,426

(e) Primary Degree (1st or 2nd Hons) €4,918 €4,426

(f) Masters Degree (1st or 2nd Hons) €5,496 €4,946

(g) Doctors Degree €6,140 €5,526

Only one of the allowances at (a) or (b) may be held
together with one of the allowances (c) to (g)

2. (i) *An Teastas i dTeagasc na Gaeilge le honoracha €4,278 €3,850

(ii) *Higher Diploma in Education (1st or 2nd €4,278 €3,850
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1/1/10 New Entrants post 1/1/11

Hons)

(iii) *Primary Degree (Pass) together with at least 3 €4,278 €3,850
years approved experience in commercial,
industrial or other approved occupation

(iv) Diploma for Teachers of Deaf €2,437 €2,193

Diploma for Teachers of Blind

Diploma for Teachers of Mentally and
Physically Handicapped Children

*Payable only to teachers who were in receipt of an allowance of £110 (pre July 1968) and who did not qualify for
a higher allowance at 1. above

Other Allowances

1/1/10 New Entrants post 1/1/11

1. Rural Science Teachers (for organisation and €1,842 €1,658
development of education activities outside formal
class instruction)

2. Itinerant Domestic Science Teachers €1,842 €1,658

3. Teaching through Irish €1,583 €1,424

4. Gaeltacht Grant payable to teachers in the €3,063 €2,757
Gaeltacht other than those in receipt of an
allowance equal to 10% of scale salary

5. Island Allowance €1,842 €1,658

6. Special allowance payable to teachers in €2,471 €2,224
Comprehensive Schools

Untrained Teachers’ Rate

Z01 €27,354 €24,619

Allowance for Teachers with 35 years’ service €2,324 €2,091

Allowance Payable to Teachers in the Prison Service

Honorarium €4,773 €4,296

Secondment Allowances

1/1/10 New Entrants post 1/1/11

CATEGORY 2 €16,825 €15,143

CATEGORY 3 €13,146 €11,831

CATEGORY 4 €10,130 €9,117

Allowance payable to teachers of apprentices in Dun €9,740 €8,766
Laoghaire and Co. Cork VECs

Secure Unit Allowance/Disturbed Adolescent €2,195 €1,976
Allowance 100%

Retired teachers who may be recruited as substitute
teachers,

Rule 87 (Higher Froebel Cert.) €1,435 €1,291
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Hourly and daily rates of pay for part-time and substitute teachers

Rates as at 1/1/10 Revised rates for new
entrants from 1 January

2011 based on point of scale
reduced by two increments

where applicable

Primary daily rate casual
(qualified teacher)

(includes 22% holiday pay) €195.33 €164.26 Based on 4th pt CBS +
Honours degree

Based on 6th point CBS +
Honours degree

Primary daily rate €127.91 €115.12
(unqualified)

(includes 22% holiday pay)

Based on 1st point
untrained scale
/52.18/5+22%

Unqualified hourly rate €28.97 €26.07
Primary

Based on 1st point
untrained scale /183/5.16

Post primary hourly rate €46.85 €40.10 Based on 5th pt CBS +
casual (qualified) Hons Deg + Dip

(includes 22% holiday pay)

Based on 7th point CBS +
Hons Deg and Dip
(35.44)

Post primary hourly rate €49.72 €42.13 Based on 2nd pt CBS +
(non-casual qualified) Pass Deg+Dip

(interim rate includes 56%
holiday pay)

Based on 4th Point CBS +
Pass Deg and Dip

Post primary unqualifed €40.85 €34.61
hourly rate

(includes 22% holiday pay)

Hourly and daily rates of pay for part-time and substitute teachers

Supervision and Substitution Hourly 1/1/10 Annual

Rate for 2010/2011 school year €47.82 €1,769.00

NEW ENTRANTS Hourly 1/1/11 Annual

Rate for 2010/2011 school year €43.04 €1,592.00
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Teaching Allowances for which delegated sanction has been withdrawn with effect from 1st February 2012

Name / Description of Allowance Amount of Beneficiary (Grade)
allowance

€

Higher Diploma in Education (pass) 591 Teacher

Higher Diploma in Education (honours) 1,236 Teacher

Primary Degree (pass) 1,842 Teacher

Primary Degree (honours) 4,918 Teacher

Master’s Degree (pass) 4,918 Teacher

Master’s Degree (honours) 5,496 Teacher

Doctor’s Degree 6,140 Teacher

Diploma in Special Ed 2,437 Teacher

Supervision and Substitution — minimum 37 hour 1,769 for 37 hours Teacher
payment — payment for hours worked in excess of or 47.82 per
37 is at the hourly rate for the hours worked hour

Assistant Principal 8,520 Assistant Principal

Director of Adult Education — Rate varies depending 3,769 — 22,645 Director of Adult Education
on category of school — categories are based on
number of enrolment hours

Supervising Teacher in Prison Education Unit — Rate 8,520 — 23,127 Supervising Teacher
varies based on number of teachers in the unit

Programme Coordinator AP level 8,520 Programme Coordinator

Special Duties Teacher 3,769 Special Duties Teacher

Deputy Supervising Teacher in Prison Education Unit 8,520 Deputy Supervising Teacher

Programme Coordinator SDT level 3,769 Programme Coordinator

Assistant Supervising Teacher in Prison Education 3,769 Assistant Supervising Teacher
Unit

Allowance payable to Principals of schools offering a 1,625 Principal
part-time adult education programme — Rate varies
depending on category of school

Allowance for Principals who act as Secretary to 523 — 1,572 Principal
Board of Management — rate varies based on
number of students in school

Honorarium 4,773 Teacher

Allowance payable to Principals of 5 Community 4,820 Principal
Schools for management role in sports complexes

Secondment allowance Category 1 (Divisional 25,638 Teacher on secondment — rate
Inspector scale) varies depending on length of

service

Secondment allowance Category 2 16,825 Teacher on secondment

Secondment allowance Category 3 13,146 Teacher on secondment

Secondment allowance Category 4 10,130 Teacher on secondment

Director of Education Centre allowance 27,197 Teacher on secondment

Gaeltacht grant 3,063 or 10% of Teacher
salary

Teaching through Irish 1,583 Teacher

Island Allowance 1,842 Teacher

Visiting Teacher Allowance 8,520 Teacher

Secure Unit Allowance/ Disturbed Adolescent 2,195 Teacher
Allowance

Allowance payable to teachers of apprentices in Dun 9,740 Teacher
Laoghaire and County Cork VECs

Allowance for teachers with 35 years service 2,324 Teacher
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Name / Description of Allowance Amount of Beneficiary (Grade)
allowance

€

National Teacher PCW allowance 1,842 Teacher

Principal — pre PCW — Rate varies depending on 6,660 — 25,303 Principal
points rating of school

Personal rate of Principal Allowance — Rate varies 6,660 — 11,163 Principal
depending on category of school

Personal rate of Principal Allowance Pre ’87/ Revised 8,521 — 14,289 Principal
Duties — Rate varies depending on category of
school

Vice Principal — pre PCW — Rate varies depending 2,944 — 15,983 Vice Principal
on points rating of school

A Post — pre PCW 6,660 A Post

B Post — pre PCW 2,944 B Post

Rural Science Teachers 1,842 Teacher

Itinerant Domestic Science Teachers 1,842 Teacher

Special Allowance to Teachers in Comprehensive 2,471 Teacher
Schools

Special Payment to EPTs under AR 2/98 — rate varies 313 — 1,644 Teacher
depending on years of service

Special Payment to TWTs under AR 2/98 — rate 626 — 5,482 Teacher
varies depending on years of service

Rule 87 (Higher Froebel Cert) 1,435 Teacher

Long Service Increment 1,477 Teacher

Special differential allowance paid to ex- Prepatory 2,860 Teacher
College Professors

Personal Allowances referred to in Paragraph 2 of C/L 2,565 — 13,049 Teacher
50/70

Children’s Allowances 113 Teacher

Secretary to Board of Management allowance (payable 2,802 Principal
on a personal basis to Principals of Comprehensive
schools who held the allowance prior to the
implementation of Agreed Report 3/06)

School Enrolments

268. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspondence (details
supplied) can be considered in the request for a primary school place in respect of the person
detailed; the mechanism the family should follow; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11497/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I indicated to the Deputy in
my response to his question of 21 February, 2012, the enrolment of a child in a school is a
matter in the first instance for the parents of the child and the Board of Management of
a school. My Department has no role in relation to processing applications for enrolment
to schools.

My Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools which
have enrolled pupils with special educational needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is
enrolled, s/he will have access to an appropriate education. The National Educational Welfare
Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty
in securing a school place for their child. The NEWB will try to help parents to find a school
placement if their child has been unable to secure a school placement to date. The NEWB can
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be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green
Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

In addition, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Special Education Needs
Organisers (SENOs) can assist parents to identify appropriate educational placements for chil-
dren with special educational needs. Parents may contact their local SENO directly to discuss
their child’s special educational needs and to seek assistance in identifying placement options,
using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the
school is obliged to inform parents of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998
to appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my Department. Only where an appeal
under Section 29 is upheld, may the Secretary General of my Department direct a school to
enrol a pupil.

Departmental Advertising

269. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number and
costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil and public
service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process; the
number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11505/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The table outlines the costs of
advertisements placed by my Department in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service since January 2011. My Department, through the Public Appointments
Service (PAS) placed an advertisement in the print media in December 2011 inviting appli-
cations for the position of primary and post primary inspectors. To date no appointments have
been made arising from this process. In the period in question no vacancies in my Department
have been filled from within the civil and public service. In line with Government policy my
Department must carry out its functions within staffing levels assigned to it by the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform (PER) in accordance with the Employment Control Frame-
work (E.C.F.).

I should point out that the recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is
a matter for the individual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3)
of the Education Act 1998. Costs for advertising are paid from the schools’ capitation grants
and an individual breakdown of costs is unavailable to the Department. As of 1st January 2009,
all advertising of teaching posts at primary level has been on one of five listed websites which
include sites run by the Irish Primary Principals Network (IPPN) and the management bodies.
Web-based advertising was extended to all special needs assistant positions at primary level as
of 1st December 2011. Vacancies for the post of principal may also be advertised on www.pub-
licjobs.ie. Schools at post-primary level are currently required to advertise teaching posts in the
national press. The Department is currently liasing with the relevant bodies at post primary
level with a view to advertising all teaching posts on-line for the 2012/2013 school year:

Brindley Job Vacancy Advertisement Payments 2011 and 2012 (to date)

Post(s) Advertised Cost Outcome

Co-ordinator for for Jewish Studies Support €2,472.53 No appointment made
Service (April)

Co-ordinator for for Jewish Studies Support €2,810.65 1 Co-ordinator appointed on a PT basis
Service (June) from an existing teaching position. Not a

full time secondment*
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Post(s) Advertised Cost Outcome

Director of Blackrock Education Centre €2,529.59 1 full time secondment* from an existing
teaching position

Secondment vacancies with the Project €3,794.37 2 full time secondments* from existing
Maths Development Team teaching positions

Secondment vacancies with the Professional €6,193.98 13 full time secondments from existing
Development Service for Teachers teaching positions

Secondment vacancies with A) — An €4,046.91 A) One full time secondment* from
tSeirbhis Tacaiochta Dara Leibheal don existing teaching position. B) no suitable
Ghaeilge and B) — The Special candidate identified
Education Support Service

Secondment opportunity with The National €3,271.34 1 full time secondment* from an existing
Behaviour Support Service teaching position

Secondment vacancies with the Professional €6,407.42 13 full time secondments* from existing
Development Service for Teachers teaching positions and creation of a panel

for future opportunities

Secondment opportunities within the €3,271.34 2 full time secondments* from existing
Special Education Support Service teaching positions

Teachers in European Schools €2,750.94 8 full time secondments* from existing
teaching positions

Teachers in European Schools €2,796.00 Advertisement placed to recruit 17 serving
teachers on secondment* to the
European Schools. Closing date is 9th
March 2012

Post of Director in the European Schools €2,572.00 Closing date is 9th March

5 post primary and a minimum of 1 primary €9,666.88 No appointments made to date.
inspector posts at the Department of
Education and Skills

€52,583.95

*Note: These secondments arise from serving teachers on the Departmental payroll being seconded to the posts in
question. While on secondment their basic salaries are paid by the Department ).The teachers seconded were
replaced by temporary teachers who will remain in the schools until the seconded teachers return. The salaries of
the replacement teachers are also paid by the Department.

Telecommunications Services

270. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide
an update on the broadband for a school (details supplied); if a provider has been found; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11577/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This school is currently provided
with a satellite connection the Schools Broadband Access Programme. There have been two
attempts to provide this school with a DSL (fixed line) connection, however both attempts
failed because of the distance between the school and the Eircom exchange, DSL connectivity
is only possible within a certain distance of an exchange. The contracts for connectivity under
the Schools Broadband Access Programme are currently being re-tendered. In re-tendering
these contracts, every effort has been made to try and encourage as many small providers as
possible to respond. Following this process, it is hoped that there will be a significant reduction
in the number of schools reliant on satellite connections. At this point, it is not possible to
comment on what type of connection will be provided to Culmullen NS under the new
contracts.

School Management

271. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
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ing insurance providers for primary schools; if direction is given to schools by him on which
providers to choose; the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11594/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Responsibility for the payment of
insurance to cover employers and public liability, and property damage rests with the Board
of Management of primary schools. The cost of insurance is met by schools from the grants
paid by my Department. It is a matter for the Board of Management to determine which
provider it will purchase its insurance from.

School Staffing

272. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position of
schools regarding developing schools status with regard to GCEB posts; if they will get an
increase in these posts in line with an increase in their enrolment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11595/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A developing school post is defined
as a school where the enrolment on 30 September, 2012 is projected to exceed the enrolment
on 30 September 2011. The criteria for developing school posts for 2012/13 school year is
set out in circular 0007/2012. The number of posts retained by a DEIS school following the
Government’s decision to retain posts in Band 1 and 2 DEIS schools from previous disadvan-
tage schemes will be taken into account when considering such a school’s application for a
developing school post for 2012/13.

Special Educational Needs

273. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 40
hours of home based tuition is not being paid in respect of a person ( details supplied) in
County Kilkenny; if he will review the case and pay what is due; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11610/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The July Education Programme is
an educational programme operated by my Department for children who have been diagnosed
with Autistic Spectrum Disorder and/or a severe to profound general learning disability. The
Home Based programme is available where a child cannot avail of the school based prog-
ramme. A maximum of 40 hours’ home tuition can be approved for the month of July .This
allocation consists of a maximum of 10 hours per week for 4 weeks. Unused hours from any
given week cannot transfer to a subsequent week.

The case to which the Deputy refers has been reviewed by officials in my Department.The
terms of the scheme were not adhered to by the person in question, due to the family taking a
holiday in the first two weeks in July. The maximum grant aid of 20 hours was issued therefore,
for the tuition provided in the last two weeks of July.

Appointments to State Boards

274. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any State board
appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons; the
corresponding savings to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11893/12]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): To date my Department has not
been advised of any waiver of fees by individual board members of those bodies under the
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aegis of my Department where fees are applicable. In respect of one of such bodies, I would
like to inform the Deputy that remuneration fees will not apply to the new Board of the State
Examinations Commission (SEC) which is due to be established shortly. The following fees
currently apply in respect of SEC:

€

Chairperson €11,970 per annum

Four Ordinary Members €7,695 per annum

Question No. 275 answered with Question No. 180.

Departmental Staff

276. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
numbers of persons who were paid under Vote 12 superannuation and retired allowances in
2011 and his estimate of same for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10589/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): 18,636 persons were
paid from Vote 12 last year, including spouses and children as well as occupational pensioners;
the estimate for 2012 is 19,448.

277. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason
a person (details supplied) had their employment terminated by the Office of Public Works
when other individuals at the same grade with the same length of experience were retained;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10847/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The person in question completed his apprenticeship and was released on the 2nd
November, 2011. In any circumstances, the Office of Public Works can only retain what appren-
tices it requires to meet operational needs. However, since the introduction of the Government
moratorium on recruitment it has not been possible to retain any apprentices on completion
of their contract.

Departmental Properties

278. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will
provide a list of the payments made by the State to private land owners in 2010 and 2011 to
acquire land for use in the public capital programme, to include the land that was being pur-
chased and the price paid and the landowner who received the money. [10874/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The Properties purchased by the Office of Public Works in 2010/2011 are set out in
the table below:

Property Name Purchase Cost Vendor

Goleen Coast Guard Station €8,500.00 Sean McCarthy

Galway Sluice Barrage €190,000.00 John David Barber

Clare Street 22-25 €5,650,000.00 Royal Liver Assurance Ltd.
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Legislative Programme

279. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his policy
on amending the Valuation Act 2001; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11076/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As I mentioned in
previous replies in relation to proposals to amend the Valuation Act 2001, significant work has
already been done by the Commissioner of Valuation and by my officials on the formulation
of a Bill to streamline and improve the valuation system. The Government has approved the
Heads of an amending Bill and these are now with the Parliamentary Draftsman’s Office for
drafting of the Bill. Subject to such technical adjustments as may be found necessary in the
course of drafting, the Bill will be published and processed as soon as possible as part of the
Government’s overall legislative programme.

The proposed provisions will modernise the valuation legislation and cater for such technical
changes as have been found necessary in the light of practical experience with its operation
since 2001. It will streamline a number of areas such as the operation of the system for appeals
against valuations. Significantly, the proposed legislation will facilitate a speeding up of the
national revaluation programme being undertaken by the Valuation Office. As part of this, the
proposed legislation will contain provisions to allow new options for revaluation, including the
introduction of a Self Assessment approach, accompanied by appropriate controls, and for
outsourcing some of the work. I understand that schemes to pilot these options in two local
authority areas are being drawn up by the Valuation Office in parallel with the drafting of the
enabling legislation.

Public Procurement Contracts

280. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
if he will instruct all Government Departments, State agencies and local Government bodies
to include, as a matter of course, appropriate social clauses in all public procurement contracts
for supplies, services and construction in order to enhance the prospects of Irish, regional and
local bases tenders securing said contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11348/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The rules on award-
ing public contracts have provisions which allow the specification of social criteria, such as the
requirement for employment of long term unemployed, as a condition in the performance of
the contract. Any such provision must be compatible with EU law, i.e. they must be made
known to all interested parties and must not restrict participation by contractors from other
Member States. Subject to this, contracting authorities have the discretion to apply such con-
ditions, as appropriate. I understand that the National Procurement Service is currently looking
at developing guidance for contracting authorities in relation to the use of such social clauses.

Coastal Protection

281. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
amount of money currently allocated to a national coastal protection programme and within
this programme if there is an allocation for the protection of the beach at Portrane, County
Dublin, which is experiencing coastal erosion; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11354/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The allocation for national coastal protection is included in Flood Risk Management
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capital allocation of the Office of Public Works (OPW), which for 2012 is €45m. It is expected
that expenditure of the order of €200,000 will be spent on the Irish Coast Protection Strategy
Study during 2012. OPW does not have an application from Fingal County Council in relation
to the area in question. An application was received in 2009 under the Minor Works scheme
and was rejected as it did not meet the scheme’ criteria. Any application received will be
assessed in accordance with the scheme eligibility criteria, in conjunction with other appli-
cations received and having regard to the overall availability of resources.

Ministerial Transport

282. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
has examined the costs involved in operating the new system of payments to Ministers’ drivers
and use of cars; if he will outline the savings achieved to date by each Minister; if he is consider-
ing further changes to the administration of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11463/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Since 1 May 2011
Cabinet Ministers with the exception of Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Law
Reform now use their own cars. All Ministers are now paid for official mileage up to 96,540
kilometres or 60,000 miles per annum. Ministers of State have used their own cars on official
business since 1984. My Department does not maintain records of the travel costs for each
Minister, However, at the time the change was made last year it was estimated that the annual
savings from Cabinet Ministers using their own cars rather than using State ones would be of
the order of €4 million.

Question No. 283 answered with Question No. 79.

National Lottery Funding

284. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
views that while, for the past number of years, each Government Department with responsi-
bility for expenditure that is part-funded by the National Lottery surplus published information
concerning such expenditure on their website, the reality is that no Government Department
publishes a consolidated compendium of its National Lottery expenditures — on its website
or otherwise — and the considerable changes in Department structures, titles, staffing and
responsibility in the course of 2011 make it a practical impossibility for a lay person, even with
access to Government Department websites; if he will identify the way National Lottery Funds
were expended in recent years, geographically, thematically or otherwise; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [10709/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As I have outlined
in replies to previous questions, the allocation of funding from subheads which are part-funded
by the surplus from the National Lottery is the responsibility of a number of Government
Departments and Agencies. These Departments and Agencies are listed each year in Appendix
1 of the Revised Estimates for Public Services (REV). In recent years, funding raised by the
Lottery has only part-funded the subheads with the balance coming from the exchequer. There-
fore, it is not possible to provide a breakdown of the distribution of Lottery funding per se.
However, I note the case which is being made by the Deputy for the preparation of a compen-
dium setting our details of expenditure of Lottery funding and I will bear her views in mind.

Ministerial Transport

285. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
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[Deputy Timmy Dooley.]

amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage
expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and
the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10806/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to the
Deputy’s question the following tables contains details requested by the Deputy in respect of
kilometre claims made by both myself and the Minister of State in the Office of Public Works.
Please note mileage for Minister of State is from March 2011.

Ministers Mileage Claims

Month Year Kilometres Value

May 2011 3,300 €1,949.31

June 2011 3,550 €1,970.26

July 2011 3,200 €910.72

August 2011 765 €217.72

September 2011 3,400 €967.64

October 2011 3,530 €1,004.64

November 2011 3,300 €939.18

December 2011 2,950 €839.57

Total 23,995 €8,799.04

Minister of State’s Mileage Claims March to December 2011

Month Year Kilometres Value

March 2011 629.12 €371.62

April 2011 2,041.82 €1,206.10

May 2011 2,754.61 €1,789.94

June 2011 3,912.00 €1,707.56

July 2011 3,521.00 €1,202.42

August 2011 1,620.00 €553.23

September 2011 6,190.00 €2,113.88

October 2011 2,880.00 €983.52

November 2011 4,722.00 €1,612.56

December 2011 3,320.00 €1,133.78

Total €12,674.61

The Minister of State in OPW claimed €1,573.05 in respect of kilometres for January 2012.

The basis on which Ministers record their mileage does not require them to list individual
trips.

Public Procurement Contracts

286. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
number of State contracts which were awarded to private companies for each year from 2006
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to 2011 inclusive; the number of these companies which were registered for tax purposes here;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10838/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian
Hayes): The statistics requested by Deputy Nulty are not available, as they are not collated
centrally. The National Procurement Service (NPS), based in the Office of Public Works, is
responsible for eProcurement and for the operation of the eTenders public procurement portal
(www.etenders.gov.ie). On average 5000 tenders for the procurement of goods, services and
works are advertised on eTenders every year. The overall procurement spend by the public
sector amounts to an estimated value of between €14 and €16 billion per year.

Since 2009, the NPS has been responsible for producing annual statistical information in
relation to above-EU threshold procurement activity by the Irish public sector and providing
these statistics to the European Commission. The thresholds valid from January 2010 to
December 2011 above which tenders must be advertised in the Official Journal of the European
Union (OJEU) are as follows:

Table

Works:

Contract Notice €4,845,000 Threshold applies to Government Departments and
Offices, Local and Regional Authorities and other
public bodies.

Supplies and Services:

Contract Notice €125,000 Threshold applies to Government Departments and
Offices

Contract Notice €193,000 Threshold applies to Local and Regional Authorities
and public bodies outside the Utilities sector.

Utilities:

Works Contracts/Prior Indicative €4,845,000 For entities in Utilities sectors covered by GPA
Notice

Supplies and Services €387,000 For entities in Utilities sectors covered by GPA

The information that is available currently for the years 2006-2010 relates to above-EU thres-
hold contracts only and is contained in the tabular statement below. Data in respect of 2011
will not be available until later this year. The Deputy should be aware that the figures contained
in the table relates to the number of contracts placed which were above the EU Threshold for
the year in question and must not be interpreted as indicative statistics for the overall procure-
ment spend. It must also be borne in mind that these statistics relate only to above threshold
procurements, where contract award notices were published, and where the nationality of the
winning tenderer was disclosed. In the case of all public service contracts with a value of €10,000
or more (inclusive of VAT) within a 12 month period, the contractor is required to provide a
valid tax clearance certificate before payment can issue.

For example, when considering the year 2009, €2.8 billion worth of expenditure was adver-
tised in the Official Journal; out of the €15 billion public procurement spend in that year. Of
this €2.8billion, 12% went to non-domestic companies. The NPS estimates that less than 5%
of the overall spend went to non-domestic suppliers, as a significant proportion of the overall
procurement spend is below the EU threshold and is also below the threshold for advertising
on eTenders (the eTenders threshold was €50,000 in 2009).

The figures for 2008 are broadly similar, but indicate that a higher number of above-threshold
tenders were advertised in the OJEU. The EU Commission has agreed that the figures for 2008
can be taken to indicate, “about 95% of all procurement by value was from domestic suppliers”.
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[Deputy Brian Hayes.]

It should be noted that the statistics do not distinguish between companies in the UK and
those based in Northern Ireland, so of the contracts going “abroad”, many of the contracts
may have stayed on the island of Ireland.

It should also be noted also that all the statistics relating to non-domestic suppliers relate to
suppliers with an address in countries other than Ireland and do not distinguish between Euro-
pean and non-European suppliers.

In a recent survey conducted by the National Procurement Service and sent to all registered
suppliers on eTenders 20% of respondents said that they had won public procurement contracts
in Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom and 15% said that they had won public procure-
ment contracts in other member states.

Above threshold contracts awarded to Irish and Non-Domestic Suppliers 2006-2010

2010

No. of Contracts Value €000

Irish Suppliers 690 3,001,218

Non-Domestic Suppliers 102 285,183

Total 792 3,286,759

2009

No. of Contracts Value €000

Irish Suppliers 777 2,537,622

Non-Domestic Suppliers 170 347,137

Total 947 2,884,759

2008

No. of Contracts Value €000

Irish Suppliers 1,016 4,217,564

Non-Domestic Suppliers 296 568,338

Total 1,312 4,785,902

2007

No. of Contracts Value €000

Irish Suppliers Numbers not available 4,786,975

Non-Domestic Suppliers Numbers not available 513,146

Total 5,300,121
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2006

No. of Contracts Value €000

Irish Suppliers 800 2,682,751

Non-Domestic Suppliers 151 1,039,696

Total 951 3,722,447

Departmental Expenditure

287. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he will provide the total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil
servant has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers
and junior Ministers and in the calendar year of 2011 with regard to senior civil servants.
[10860/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to the
Deputy’s question details in respect of my own Department as as follows. I as Minister for
Public Expenditure and Reform spent €315.90 on official entertainment since May 2011. In the
same period senior officials in my Department spent €472.40.

I have been informed by the Office of Public Works that the Minister of State spent €526.45
and the Chairman spent €500 on official entertainment in 2011.

Public Service Remuneration

288. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
will honour the outcome of independent third party adjudications made in relation to agree-
ments between the Department of Defence and PDFORA on the payment of allowances; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11136/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Subject to the pro-
visions of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009 and the terms of
the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014, the findings of the third party adjudicator in relation
to claims by PDFORRA are currently being honoured.

Following the Independent Adjudicator’s decision of September 2010 under the Conciliation
and Arbitration Scheme for the Defence Forces, clarification was provided by the Adjudicator
that the reports which found in favour of certain PDFORRA claims could not be implemented
while the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009 was in place. This
remains the position.

In addition it should be noted that all parties to the Public Service Agreement 2010-201,
including PDFORRA, have agreed that no cost-increasing claims for improvement in pay or
conditions of employment will be made or processed during the currency of the Agreement.

Public Service Reform

289. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the
sectorial transitional team plans and service implications following the exodus of 6,600 public
servants at the end of February will be published; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [9363/12]

197



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

293. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has
considered deferring some of the pending public sector retirements particularly from maternity
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6385/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 289 and 293 together.

It is a matter for each sector to manage potential service delivery issues arising from retire-
ments to end-February and beyond. Questions as to how these issues are being managed should
most appropriately be addressed to the relevant Minister. As the Deputy is aware, sectoral
Transition Teams have been put in place to deal with the specific short-term challenges arising
from the ending of the grace period. The reports from these Teams indicate that they have
given due consideration to the impact of staffing reductions on the various sectors and the most
fitting and expeditious ways of managing these. As they have the most current information on
service provision at a local level, each sectoral Transition Team has been directed to actively
communicate with the public via whichever means appropriate in order to allay concerns with
regard to critical frontline service delivery. Public concerns about service levels should be
addressed proactively and the public should be kept informed of business continuity arrange-
ments that are in place. In the case of the civil service, material from the Transition Team
process is available on my Department’s website at http://per.gov.ie/civil-service-sectoral-plan/ .

Beyond the February 2012 grace period deadline, the Strategic Workforce Planning Groups
in each sector will continue to ensure that sectoral employers develop plans to deal with the
operational and strategic consequences arising from the outflow of staff in 2012 and future
years on an ongoing basis.

290. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views
that there should be more co-operation in relation to roster flexibility in the context of the
Croke Park agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7781/12]

291. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views
and if he will provide an update on the Croke Park agreement implementation. [7787/12]

292. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
has met recently with the social partners in relation to the Croke Park agreement; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7783/12]

295. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
views on the future of the Croke Park agreement; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [5153/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 290 to 292, inclusive, and 295 together.

The Implementation Body for the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 (or ‘Croke Park
Agreement) published its first Annual Progress Report in June 2011. The Report examined
the savings and reform delivered in the first year of the Agreement and found that sustainable
pay bill savings in the order of €289m had been achieved during the review period. It also
reported that “solid and measurable” progress was being made on implementing the Action
Plans for reform in each sector, while pointing to certain issues that needed to be accelerated
over the next reporting period.

An interim report published by the Body in November provided evidence of further progress
on the delivery of change and reform across the public service under the Agreement over the
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period April to September 2011. The second annual review of the Agreement is scheduled to
take place after Easter and will assess the savings achieved in the second year of the Agree-
ment. As before, it will also scrutinise the level of progress being made on implementing the
reform programmes in each sector. I look forward to the outcome of that review which I expect
will be published shortly thereafter.

The Government has stated that it wishes to honour the commitments given under the
Agreement, namely that there would be no further reductions in the pay rates of serving public
servants or compulsory redundancies (save where existing exit provisions apply). However, we
have also made clear that it will only be possible to do so provided there is full delivery of the
necessary flexibilities and reforms that are required under the Agreement. There are no pro-
posals to invoke Paragraph 1.28 of the Agreement (“The implementation of this Agreement is
subject to no currently unforeseen budgetary deterioration”).

In regard to rostering reform, it is for public service management in the sectors concerned
to pursue such reform in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement, and the agreements
in each sector, in a manner which ensures the full potential of the Croke Park Agreement is
realised. I am not aware of instances where staff are refusing to co-operate with roster reform.
There are some examples of progress in this area including the introduction of an extended
working day for medical laboratory staff last year; extended working arrangements for radi-
ography staff from February 2012 and the scheduled introduction of a new roster model for
An Garda Síochána from April 2012.

Finally, in regard to engagement with the social partners, I addressed a meeting of the IBEC
National Council on 25th January last and it was a useful opportunity to listen to the views of
IBEC members on a range of issues relating to the public service reform agenda and the Croke
Park Agreement. In addition, my officials are in regular contact with representatives from the
Public Services Committee of ICTU, IBEC and other stakeholders on issues relating to the
Department’s work.

Question No. 293 answered with Question No. 289.

Sale of State Assets

294. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
has finalised his plans in relation to the sale of State assets and in particular the possible
investment on job creation from same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5155/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy will be
aware that I announced details of the Government plans to dispose of certain non-strategic
State assets last week. The assets to be sold will be:

— Bord Gáis Eireann’s Energy business (but not including BGE’s gas transmission or
distribution systems or the two gas interconnectors, which will remain in State
ownership); and

— some of ESB’s non-strategic power generation capacity;

Consideration will also be given to the sale of some assets of Coillte, but not its land-holdings,
and the sale of the States remaining shareholding in Aer Lingus when market conditions are
favourable and at an acceptable price to Government.

This programme of disposals is based on the guiding principles that there will be no fire
sales; integral transmissions and distribution systems will be retained in State ownership and
full value will be derived for the State. It represents a commitment by Government to disposals
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[Deputy Brendan Howlin.]

of up to €3bn, and in return the EU/ECB/IMF troika has agreed to the retention of one-third
of the proceeds for much needed reinvestment in our economic recovery along the lines sug-
gested in the Deputy’s question.

Question No. 295 answered with Question No. 290.

296. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
is satisfied that proceeds from the sale of State assets can be used to address infrastructure
deficiencies within the economy in a way that boosts economic growth and employment; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5633/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I announced last
week that, following intense engagement, I secured an agreement with the Troika that a third
of the proceeds of our asset disposals programme can be used for re-investment in our econ-
omy. This is a substantial change to the Troika’s previous position and will help promote
recovery in the economy. The Government has agreed with the Troika the sale of state assets
up to a value of €3 billion which would mean that we could retain around €1 billion. We are
now considering carefully how we should use this money to maximise the return to the
economy.

Question No. 297 answered with Question No. 103.

Travel Costs

298. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
reason two separate Civil Service mileage rates exist for each engine size, one rate for the first
6,437 km and then a second rate that is almost half that first rate for each class for each
kilometre over 6,437 km; the reason these specific kilometre point scales were chosen; the
savings that would accrue on 2011 expenditure of the rate was either standardised to the lower
rate, or standardised to an equivalent of the mean of the two rates; the number of total kilo-
metres accrued in the Civil Service in 2011 above the 6,437 km rate; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [9851/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Motor travel rates
are designed to recoup civil servants for the cost of using their cars on official business.

The expenses that are covered by the motor travel formula can be broken into two categories;
the overhead and the running costs. The overhead costs include the cost of replacing the car,
insurance costs, AA/RAC membership, driving licence and car tax. The running costs include
the cost of maintenance, tyres, oil and petrol.

Overhead costs are incurred whether the car is used on official business or not. The overhead
costs are front loaded in the 0 to 6437 kilometre category. In effect 48% of the overhead costs
are recouped in the first 6,437 kilometre category while the other 52% are recouped in the
next 21,000 kilometres.

The purpose of front loading the overhead costs is to ensure that more of those costs are
recouped to officers in recognition of the fact that they are using their own cars on official
business and that some officials may be undertaking small amounts of travel.

If the rates were not front loaded in this manner, the motor rates for the highest category of
car would be constant at about 33.54 cent per kilometre (rather than 59.07 cent for the first
4,000 miles and 25.53 cent thereafter).
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It needs to be borne in mind that all travel and subsistence rates were reduced by 25% from
March 2009 and have not been amended since then. It was estimated that at the time of the
25% cut the savings that would accrue to the Exchequer would be of the order of €45 million.

Information is not available in my Department to undertake the calculations of total civil
service travel as requested by the Deputy.

Subsistence Costs

299. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his
views that it is appropriate that two separate bands exist for Civil Service subsistence rates,
often known as overnight allowances, on the basis of salary, and that band A is a higher rate
of allowance for those earning higher salaries; if he will provide an explanation for the reason
such discrimination on income exists; the amount that would be saved on the basis of 2011
expenditure if the bands were standardised to the lower band B; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [9852/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The current civil
service Class A and Class B subsistence rates are payment allowances that have been developed
through the industrial relations process conducted under the Civil Service Conciliation and
Arbitration Scheme. Historically, there were five classes of subsistence rates in the civil service
which ranged from class A to class E.

Since 2004 a process has been under way to merge the Class A rate with the lower Class B
rate. The mechanism which was being used to achieve this merger was to only apply 40% of
any increase to the A rate on each occasion the rates were increased.

As no increase has been conceded in subsistence rates since 2009 the merger process had
not been completed yet, although the difference is marginal. The current rates are set out in
the table below:

Domestic Subsistence rates from 5 March 2009

Overnight rates

Class of Allowances Normal Rate Reduced Rate Detention Rate

A Class €108.99 €100.48 €54.48

B Class €107.69 €92.11 €53.87

(a) normal rate applies for first fourteen nights.

(b) reduced rate for the next twenty-one nights.

(c) detention rate for next twenty-eight nights.

Departmental Advertising

300. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the pro-
cess; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11512/12]
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Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public Appoint-
ments Service (PAS) is generally in a position to provide answers to the Deputy in relation to
the competitions run by that organisation. However, due to resource constraints and the volume
of work involved, it would not be possible to extract this data for reply on Tuesday 28th
February. The Deputy will be provided with the relevant information in writing as soon as
possible.

Public Service Recruitment

301. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
timeframe involved for recruiting and appointing a new Comptroller and Auditor General; the
effort he will make to attract interest from the private sector; the salary on offer; the way that
the interview board will be made up or selected; if Accounting Officers will be on the board;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11516/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): At its meeting on
11 January the Government decided to accept the resignation of the Comptroller and Auditor
General (C&AG) with effect from 27 February. The Decision provided that the Minister for
Finance, in consultation with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, would make
arrangements for the selection of a candidate, by open competition, to be proposed to the Dáil
for nomination by the President for appointment as C&AG.

This competition is being conducted using a Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC)
type approach with the assistance of the Public Appointments Service (PAS). On Friday 10th
February, the advert for the competition to fill the post of C&AG appeared in The Irish Times
and on the PAS website at www.publicjobs.ie.

The proposed likely timeframe set out by PAS is as follows:

• Closing date for applications 1 March (this date may be extended);

• Shortlisting week commencing 12 March;

• Preliminary interviews week commencing 26 March;

• Final interviews to be held by TLAC;

• Candidate to be proposed to the Dail for nomination to the President for appointment
as C&AG.

In order to attract a strong field of applicants various approaches are being undertaken by the
Public Appointments Service. The position was advertised in the press and on www.publicjob-
s.ie . In addition relevant professional bodies and consultancy houses have been contacted
along with other search efforts to ensure a strong field of candidates.

The rate of pay will be €190,000 or €200,000 as appropriate depending the appointees
employment history.

No decision has yet been made in relation to the make up of the interview board.

Exchequer Savings

302. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
is satisfied that public expenditure cuts to date arising form the memorandum of understanding
are likely to achieve the desired targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11580/12]
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303. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
full extent of the expected savings likely to be achieved across all Government Departments,
including State and semi-State bodies or agencies, in the course of the current year; the extent
to which this is likely to coincide with preordained targets; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11581/12]

304. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
extent to which in the context of his efforts to achieve his proposals to make savings over
various Government Departments and their subordinate bodies, he is satisfied that the right
balance can be achieved in terms of maximum savings and job retention; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11582/12]

305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
factors featuring most prominently as being obstacles in his efforts to achieve savings through-
out various Government Departments and their respective subordinate bodies or agencies; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11583/12]

306. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
Government Departments most likely to achieve savings targets set out or identified in the
memorandum of understanding within the shortest period of time; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11584/12]

308. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
has examined any new proposals for savings throughout the public sector not previously iden-
tified in the McCarthy report or otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11586/12]

309. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he
has received proposals from the general public or independent bodies or agencies in the context
of achievable savings throughout the various Government Departments and subordinate
bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11587/12]

310. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
extent to which measures taken by him can positively affect the competitiveness of the economy
in general; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11588/12]

311. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if,
in the context of any discussions with his EU colleagues, a consensus has emerged in respect
of efficiency and savings desirable throughout the eurozone and all EU member states; the
extent to which the various member states can converge in terms of efficiency and cost effec-
tiveness throughout the respective public sectors; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11589/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 302 to 306, inclusive, and 308 to 311, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware a Comprehensive Review of Expenditure exercise was carried
out by all Departments in 2011 to identify means of reducing expenditure, in line with our
commitments under the Joint EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for Ireland, while
minimising the impact on service delivery. All proposals, including those from members of the
public and third party submissions were fully appraised for this exercise and the outcomes were
published in the Comprehensive Expenditure Report 2012-2014 (CER).
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The Departmental ceilings required to meet this year’s expenditure adjustment are clearly
set out in the Revised Estimates Volume 2012 (REV), published 23 February 2012, and are
consistent with those published in the CER. Furthermore, I have extended the performance
budgeting initiative to the majority of Departments, which strengthens the focus on what the
public service delivers and aids the process of policy-making through transparency of goals and
objectives. My Department has also recently launched a new, more rigorous Value-for-Money
Code which will involve the ongoing process of review and evaluation of programmes across
all Departments.

It should be noted that this Government has repeatedly reaffirmed its commitment to meet
its targets under the Joint EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support and is confident that by
meeting these targets we will continue to improve competitiveness and grow our economy,
while continuing to provide high-quality public services with improved efficiency and perform-
ance across all areas of public administration.

Sale of State Assets

307. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
degree to which it is expected to maximise the return from the sale of any State assets with
particular reference to the need to employ a strategy that delivers the maximum benefit to the
taxpayer and the integrity of the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11585/12]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I have made it clear
to the House on more than one occasion that the Government’s programme of asset disposals
is based on the guiding principles that there will be no fire sales; integral transmissions and
distribution systems will be retained in State ownership and full value will be derived for
the State.

As the Deputy will be aware, the EU/ECB/IMF Troika has agreed to the retention of one-
third of the proceeds for reinvestment in the economy in return for a commitment on our part
to a disposal programme of up to €3bn. Therefore, in addition to its contribution to relieving
the State’s heavy debt burden, the programme that I announced last week has the potential
for significant positive economic outcomes in terms of driving competition in the energy sector
and facilitating much needed investment in our recovery.

Questions Nos. 308 to 311, inclusive, answered with Question No. 302.

EU Directives

312. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
intends to sign up to the new European directive to exempt micro-enterprises from accounting
and financial reporting obligations which was adopted by the financial and economic affairs
council on the 21 February; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11381/12]

327. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
intends to sign up to the new European directive to exempt micro-enterprises from accounting
and financial reporting obligations which was adopted by the financial and economic affairs
council on the 21 February; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11382/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 312 and 327 together.
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The Directive in question provides that Member States may provide for exemption from
certain obligations for companies meeting stipulated thresholds.

My Department will be consulting with interested parties to assist with formulating a recom-
mendation to me in this matter.

Ministerial Transport

313. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost
to his Department of the senior Minister’s car in the period from 1 June 2011 to 31 December
2011, to include mileage and car-related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he will detail
the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid to them and
all other related information, and the information should include any payment made in 2012
relate to a 2011 claim. [10643/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The accompanying
table provides details of the mileage and car-related expenses paid to me by my Department
in respect of the use of my private car during the period 1 June to 31 December 2011. As
requested by the Deputy, this figure includes payments made to me in 2012 related to a 2011
claim:

Date: Purpose of expenditure: Amount:

1 June to 31 December 2011 Mileage expenses in respect of use of private car for €4,574.45
official business.

I wish to advise the Deputy that in accordance with the Government Decision of 15th March
2011, I may claim mileage expenses for the use of my private car in accordance with rates and
regulations set down by the Department of Finance. The mileage rates payable include capital
costs as well as depreciation, comprehensive insurance (Class 1), maintenance and petrol.

This arrangement regarding the use of my private car for official business also makes pro-
vision for the employment of two civilian drivers. Civilian drivers may claim subsistence on the
same basis as civil servants with the exception of certain drivers who live more than 24.14kms.
or more from the G.P.O.

Details of salaries and subsistence expenses paid to the Civilian drivers in respect of the
period — 1 June to 31 December 2011 are set out in the following table:

Driver Salary Subsistence

Driver 1 €19,331.55 €224.86

Driver 2 €20,595.05 €398.47

There were no further expenses incurred in respect of overtime for the period in question.

It should be noted that based on Department of Justice, Equality and Defense estimates, the
previous average costs for the provision of Ministerial transport was of the order of €280,000
per annum.

Departmental Meetings

314. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the meet-
ings that he, his special advisers or senior departmental officials have had with representatives
of a company (details supplied). [10657/12]
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since my appoint-
ment as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation I have had one meeting with a representa-
tive of the company. This meeting took place on 15 August 2011. No other meetings have
taken place.

Job Creation

315. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his assess-
ment of the jobs created by the changes to commercial stamp duty and capital gains tax as
outlined in the Finance Bill. [10660/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Minister for
Finance announced in the Budget, a single Stamp Duty rate of 2 per cent will apply to non-
residential property transactions executed on or after Budget night 6 December 2011. The
Minister also announced a Capital Gains Tax (CGT) incentive for property purchased between
7 December 2011 and end 2013. Where such property is held for seven years, the gain attribu-
table to that seven year holding period will be relieved from CGT.

The intention is that these measures will facilitate greater activity within the property market,
leading to additional employment and activity in related sectors. They have been in place for
less than three months so it is not possible to estimate how many jobs have resulted.

Departmental Agencies

316. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
position regarding Industrial Development Agency lands in County Kerry (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10750/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The management of
IDA Ireland’s property portfolio is a day to day operational matter for the Agency and not
one in which I have a function.

I am informed by IDA that it holds approximately .55 hectares of land in Annascaul. This
land is rented on a yearly basis and an invitation to tender to rent this land is released every
year to the public. An invitation to tender for the renting of this land was published in ‘The
Kerryman’ newspaper on 15th February, 2012 and an Agreement is currently being put in place
for letting this land for 2012.

I understand that IDA does not own any land in Kenmare.

Ministerial Transport

317. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage
expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and
the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10804/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In accordance with
the Government Decision of the 15th March 2011 I use my private car instead of a State car
for official business. Under this arrangement I may claim mileage expenses in accordance with
rates and regulations set down by the Department of Finance. Similarly, the two Junior Mini-
sters attached to my Department are also covered by the same arrangement emanating from a
previous Government Decision relating to the use of private cars instead of State cars. The
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mileage rates payable include capital costs as well as depreciation, comprehensive insurance
(Class 1), maintenance and petrol.

Please find details below of the official mileage incurred by nisters in my Department for
which expenses have been claimed to date:

Ministerial Mileage Expenses, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, March to 23 February 2012

Minister Richard Bruton T.D. from May 2011

Official mileage incurred during Kms Amount reimbursed €

Dec ’11 982 279.48

Jul — Nov ’11 9,598 3791.31

Jun ’11 1,089 503.66

May ’11 1,886 872.28

Total 13,555 5446.73

Minister of State John Perry T.D. from March 2011

Official mileage incurred during Kms Amount reimbursed €

Jan ’12 7,805 5030.36

Dec ’11 6,484 2214.29

Nov ’11 8,521 2909.92

Oct ’11 7,842 2678.04

Sept ’11 7,588 2591.3

Aug ’11 4,417 1508.41

Jul ’11 8,722 2978.56

June ’11 6,654 2272.34

May ’11 5,891 2011.78

Apr ’11 6,516 3517.36

Mar ’11 2,920 2069.99

Total 73,360 29782.35

Minister of State Sean Sherlock T.D. from March 2011

Official mileage incurred during Kms Amount reimbursed €

Jan ’12 5,633 3327.41

Dec ’11 4,830 1374.62

Nov ’11 3,804 1082.62

Oct ’11 8,125 2312.38

Sept ’11 6,400 1821.44

Aug ’11 3,253 925.8

July ’11 4,534 1290.38

June ’11 6,530 1858.44

May ’11 5,787 2002.05

Mar — Apr ’11 5277 3117.12

Total 54,173 19112.26
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With regard to the element of the question relating to the full list of trips for which mileage
expenses were claimed, I wish to advise the Deputy that the basis on which ministerial mileage
is calculated does not require individual trips to be recorded. In accordance with the provisions
of the Government Decision, the mileage allowance is reimbursed “on the basis of a statement
furnished from time to time by the office-holder certifying the total mileage travelled and
related to the office, in the car provided by the office holder in place of a State car, in the
period covered by the claim.”

It should be noted that based on Department of Justice, Equality and Defense estimates, the
previous average costs for the provision of ministerial transport was of the order of €280,000
per annum.

Proposed Legislation

318. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in
view of the recent decision to sign the statutory instrument on European Communities
(Copyright and Related Rights) Regulations 2011, if he will outline the safety measures to
protect legitimate Internet traffic; the way this will be policed; the recourse that will be open
to anyone who finds that their content has been deemed in breach of copyright; the way this
process will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10832/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean
Sherlock): The proposed Statutory Instrument is intended to ensure the return to the legal
position that was considered to pertain, in relation to injunctions against intermediaries, prior
to a High Court judgment in October 2010. This judgment also stated that Ireland was not in
compliance with its EU obligations under Copyright Directive 2001/29/EC.

The wording of the proposed Statutory Instrument only allows a right holder to apply for an
injunction in respect of a particular work. It is important to note that the requirement being
legislated for is to ensure that right holders are in a position to apply for an injunction against
intermediaries whose services are used by a third party to infringe a copyright or related right.
It should be noted that the EU Copyright Directive only directs that an injunction may be
applied for — it does not mandate that it should be granted. It is also important to note that
the granting of injunctions is not an automatic procedure. Injunctions involve a judicial process
before the High Court.

Copyright must be balanced in that process by a consideration of the other rights involved,
e.g. protection of private data, freedom of expression and information, the right to conduct a
business. Any remedy must be proportionate. This is also spelt out in the draft Statutory Instru-
ment when it is explicitly laid down that the rights of any person (including businesses) likely
to be affected, must be given due regard when the court is deliberating on the granting of
an injunction.

In other words, before granting any such injunction, a court will have to take into account
the fact that blocking access to a website could involve damage to the owners of the legal
content on that website. The court must ensure any remedy is not contrary to the right of
information or freedom of expression and that any measures proposed should not be unnecess-
arily complicated or costly.

Any injunction under the proposed amendment of the Copyright Act 2000 would have to be
considered in the context of the pronouncements of the Court of Justice of the European
Union in judgments connected with this area.
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These judgments (particularly Sabam v Scarlet and Sabam v Netlog) held that the protection
of the fundamental right to intellectual property must be balanced against the protection of
the fundamental rights of others who would be affected by the granting of an injunction. These
rights include the right to conduct a business, to privacy, to freedom to receive and impart
information and reiterated that any remedy proposed should not be unnecessarily complicated
or costly.

Retail Sector Developments

319. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the stage
at which the Chinatown development, which secured planning permission for first phase
development at Athlone, County Westmeath, stands; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10846/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of this
potential business proposition, as is IDA Ireland although the agency is not directly involved
with it.

Any funding arrangements and potential future funding is a matter for the promoters i.e. the
Chinese/Irish consortium.

IDA Ireland has confirmed to me that it has had regular meetings with the Irish promoters
but has not received any grant application or proposals to date.

IDA Ireland has issued a broad letter of support to Athlone Business Park Limited despite
the project not being a direct fit with IDA Ireland’s core business. As set out in that letter,
IDA Ireland would assist the company where possible by way of direction in the marketplace
and support locally, should they require it.

Departmental Expenditure

320. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if
he will provide the total amount each Minister, Minister of State and senior civil servant has
spent on entertainment expenses, since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and junior
Ministers, and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants. [10858/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The amount paid in
2011 in respect of the expenses incurred in providing hospitality to facilitate official business
were €215.30 in respect of ministers from our respective dates of appointment and €3,122.91
by officials of my Department for the full calendar year.

Job Creation

321. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in view of
the two recent reports regarding the Industrial Development Agency’s supported jobs in
County Offaly over the past two years and the report showing Offaly to have the second lowest
income per head, if he will outline his and the IDA’s proposal for increased activity in County
Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11002/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): One of the targets
set out in IDA Ireland’s Strategy document “Horizon 2020” is the creation of 62,000 direct
jobs in 640 investment projects in the period to 2014, which will result in 105,000 new jobs
overall in the economy, with 50% of investments being located in areas outside of Dublin and
Cork. The Strategy also highlights that IDA Ireland will work with existing client companies
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operating in Ireland to transform the existing foreign direct investment (FDI) base in order to
develop, retain and grow employment in these companies.

Offaly, together with Laois, Longford, Westmeath and Roscommon forms IDA’s Midland
Region. In line with the National Spatial Strategy, the location of emphasis for IDA in the
Midlands Region is the linked Gateway of Tullamore, Athlone and Mullingar, which IDA
actively promotes to potential investors through their network of overseas offices.

In County Offaly there are 10 IDA supported companies employing approximately 800
people, while in the region as a whole there are 44 IDA client companies employing 4,600
people.

As Ireland competes for investments at the highest end of the value chain, the concept of
scale is crucial. Leading corporations require a significant population of highly qualified talent,
essential physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated pro-
fessional support services. There is intense and continual international competition to win FDI,
which is mainly dominated by Metro City Regions with populations in excess of 1 million i.e.
London, Manchester, Boston and Los Angeles. Ireland has only one Metro City Region, the
Greater Dublin area, so, in order to achieve regional economic development, IDA Ireland
focuses on marketing Gateway locations within each Region and highlights the opportunities
provided by Hub locations which are within commuting distances of these Gateways. In
addition, IDA Ireland promotes other locations as part of its marketing efforts in response to
specific client requirements.

IDA Ireland has also invested significantly in the development of property solutions in the
Midlands Region that can meet the requirements of new and existing FDI clients. IDA Ireland
will continue to market the available lands and buildings in the Midlands Gateway. In respect
of Co. Offaly, IDA has a fully serviced Business Park in Srah, Tullamore with a number of
green field sites available for projects.

Even with intense global competition for FDI and the very difficult global economic envir-
onment, there are still investment opportunities in global markets. IDA Ireland has assured
me that it will continue to compete vigorously for projects for Ireland, and for the Midlands
Region, in order to further the economic development of the Region. It must be remembered,
however, that in the final analysis, it is the investor who decides where to locate.

Industrial Disputes

322. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
position regarding a dispute before the Labour Relations Commission (details supplied); and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11127/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Labour
Relations Commission and the Labour Court are statutory bodies independent in the perform-
ance of their duties. The question deals with matters relating to the day-to-day functioning of
the bodies and is one, therefore, in which I have no direct responsibility.

County Enterprise Boards

323. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
timeframe he expects in regard to the forthcoming transition involving county enterprise
boards; if he will take into account the needs of potential applicants for support for a speedy
transition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11140/12]
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Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will
be aware, under the recently launched the Action Plan for Jobs, I propose to establish a new
“one-stop-shop” small and micro-enterprise support structure. These “One Stop Shops” will
be called “Local Enterprise Offices” and will build on the significant work done by the CEBs
to date. The new structure will be achieved through the dissolution of the existing CEBs and
the creation of a new Micro Enterprise and Small Business Unit within Enterprise Ireland that
will work with the Local Authorities to establish a Local Enterprise Office (LEO) in each
Local Authority.

In conjunction with the dissolution of the CEB legal structure, Enterprise Ireland and the
Local Authorities will be tasked with the practicalities of setting-up and rolling-out a LEO
structure. In this regard there is clearly a lot of detailed developmental work to be done over
the coming months to effect these changes, and to put appropriate new structures in place. In
advance of this work being done it is not possible to say with absolute certainty the exact date
of official establishment of the LEO network, however the maintenance of the delivery of
supports and services to the micro-enterprise sector is of paramount importance to all con-
cerned and I would underline that it is “business as usual” for the clients of the City and
County Enterprise Boards until these changes have been effected.

Enterprise Support Services

324. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
resources and supports which are in place to help a struggling small business (details supplied)
survive; and the way businesses can access such resources. [11232/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The role of Dublin
City Enterprise Board as one of the Network of CEBs, across the country is to develop indigen-
ous potential and stimulate economic activity at a local level primarily through the provision
of financial and technical support for the development of small and micro-enterprises.

The promoter may therefore in the first instance wish to contact their local Board; Dublin
City Enterprise Board to discuss what options and advice may be available to them and their
business. Dublin City Enterprise Board is located at the 5th Floor, O’Connell Bridge House,
D’Olier Street, Dublin 2. Phone: 016351144; Fax: 016351811; Email: info@dceb.ie.

Prompt Payment System

325. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will
detail an assessment of adherence to Prompt Payment of Accounts Act 1997 by the bodies
included in the schedule. [11280/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Prompt Pay-
ment of Accounts Act 1997 requires Government Departments to report each year on details
of their accounting practices. The Government is nevertheless very much aware of the cash
flow difficulties currently being experienced by SMEs.

In this regard, since 2009, Central Government Departments have been improving their
respective payment times and are obliged to pay their suppliers within 15 days of receipt of a
valid invoice. This 15 day prompt payment rule was introduced by the Government on an
administrative basis.

Departments are required to report Quarterly to my Department on their performance in
meeting this target. To date, 9 sets of Quarterly returns have been published on my Depart-
ment’s website www.djei.ie and full details of adherence to the prompt payment rules are avail-
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able online. The most recent returns, for the last quarter of 2011 will be published on the
website shortly. This data shows that inter alia in value terms of 97.8% of invoices were paid
within 15 days.

The 15 day prompt payment rule was extended beyond central Government Departments
and rolled out to the Health Service Executive, the Local Authorities, State Agencies, and all
other Public Sector Bodies, (excluding Commercial Semi-State bodies), in respect of valid
invoices received, on or after, 1 July 2011.

As part of this new extended arrangement, parent Departments are required to publish on
their respective websites Quarterly composite reports covering those bodies under their aegis.
The individual bodies covered by this arrangement are also required to publish their own
Quarterly reports on their respective websites.

These new reporting arrangements should ensure that all Ministers will be able to monitor
the performance of the bodies under their aegis and will enable them to address any issues
with those bodies who are not meeting these obligations.

326. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will
detail the consideration given to including the National Asset Management Agency in the list
of scheduled bodies under the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act. [11281/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The issue of late
payment is covered by the European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions)
Regulations 2002 (S.I. No. 388 of 2002).

Under these Regulations, it is an implied term of every commercial transaction that where
a purchaser does not pay for goods or services by the relevant payment date, the supplier shall
be entitled to interest (“late payment interest”) on the amount outstanding. In the absence of
any agreed payment date between the parties (i.e. specified in the contract), late payment
interest falls due after 30 days has elapsed, provided the invoice is not subject to query. Interest
applies until such time as payment is made by the purchaser. The current late payment interest
rate from 1 January 2012 is 8% (that is based on the ECB rate of 1% plus the margin of 7%).
The Regulations also provide for compensation for debt recovery costs.

The above Regulations repealed Sections 4 to 11 of the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act
1997 (No. 31 of 1997). Sections 1 to 3 and 12 to 16 of the 1997 Act remain in force.

A Ministerial Order made in 2000, under Section 3 of the 1997 Act, entitled the Prompt
Payment of Accounts Act 1997 (Amendment of Schedule) Order, 2000 (S.I. No. 383 of 2000),
the Schedule to the Order, includes under the definition of “purchasers”:

“A Minister of the Government having charge of a Department of State, in respect of
the functions for the carrying out of which that Department is responsible to the Minister
(including any office or body, not otherwise specified in this Schedule, of such Department,
in relation to which functions are vested in the Minister) and whether or not referred to
as the Minister, the Department or that office or body”.

Accordingly, the National Asset Management Agency, which was established by the National
Asset Management Agency Act 2009, and which publishes an Annual Report to the Minister
for Finance is already covered by the provisions of the European Communities (Late Payment
in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2002 (S.I. No. 388 of 2002).

Question No. 327 answered with Question No. 312.
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Departmental Advertising

328. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the
number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the pro-
cess; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11510/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Recruitment to my
Department is undertaken by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) through competitions
advertised in the public press. Therefore, no cost has been incurred by my Department in
respect of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil service
in the past 12 months.

There were four new entrants recruited from competitions advertised and undertaken by
PAS on behalf of my Department in the last 12 months. These recruits were appointed to the
Competition Authority. Six vacancies within my Department were filled from inside the Civil
and Public Service; three of these by way of promotion, two staff members were taken from the
Central Applications Facility and one staff member redeployed from Ordnance Survey Ireland.

Information in respect of bodies and agencies under the aegis of my Department is a day to
day matter for those organisations and my Department does not have the information sought
by the Deputy. I have, however, requested the relevant Agencies and bodies under the aegis
of my Department to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

Enterprise Support Services

329. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further
to parliamentary Question No. 133 of 22 February 2012, if he will name the official responsible
for liaising with the Irish business and innovation centres, BICs; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11599/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The senior official
within the Enterprise Development Unit of my Department who currently acts as the liaison
and contact point for the Irish BICs is Ms Margaret Lawlor, who can be contacted at margaret.-
lawlor@djei.ie .

Proposed Legislation

330. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he
will address concerns regarding the new copyright law and provide an update on same; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11603/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean
Sherlock): The proposed Statutory Instrument is intended to ensure the return to the legal
position that was considered to pertain, in relation to injunctions against intermediaries, prior
to a High Court judgment in October 2010. This judgment also stated that Ireland was not in
compliance with its obligations under EU law.

Several concerns were expressed after the judgment by interested parties. Accordingly a
public consultation was held on the wording of the proposed Statutory Instrument. This consul-
tation was widely publicised at the time and more than 50 submissions were received. I am
extremely grateful to those interested parties, groups and individuals who responded. Their
submissions have proved very valuable in providing a comprehensive understanding of the
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differing views on the many issues involved. There was also liaison with the Office of the
Attorney General and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.

The submissions were carefully considered and legal opinion contained therein was referred
to the Office of the Attorney General. I also met with several organisations with specific
interests. The matter was debated in the Dáil on 31st January 2012. I stated then that any
injunction under the proposed amendment of the Copyright Act 2000 would have to be con-
sidered in the context of the pronouncements of the Court of Justice of the European Union
in judgments connected with this area.

These judgments (particularly Sabam v Scarlet and Sabam v Netlog) held that the protection
of the fundamental right to intellectual property must be balanced against the protection of
the fundamental rights of others who would be affected by the granting of an injunction. These
rights include the right to conduct a business, to privacy, to freedom to receive and impart
information. In addition, any measures proposed should not be unnecessarily complicated or
costly.

Since the Lisbon Treaty, any legislation upholding EU law is bound by the Charter of Funda-
mental Rights of the European Union.

Innovation Initiatives

331. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views
regarding Ireland’s latest ranking on the European innovation table; the actions he is taking to
ensure that innovation policy is being implemented; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [9362/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean
Sherlock): The European Commission’s Innovation Union Scoreboard, published earlier this
month, shows Ireland retaining its position among those Member States with above average
performance in their research and innovation systems. The scoreboard shows that Ireland has
strengths in a number of areas including Human Resources, open, excellent and attractive
research systems, and economic effects, which include employment in knowledge intensive
activities and knowledge intensive service exports. It also identifies a number of areas where
Ireland’s performance is below the EU average, including R&D expenditure in the Govern-
ment and Higher Education sector, venture capital investment, innovative SME collaborations
and SMEs introducing product or process innovations. However, within some of the areas of
relative weakness Ireland is performing above the EU average. For example, while we are
below average in “innovative SMEs collaborating with others” and “public and private scien-
tific co-publications” we are above average on “SMEs collaborating in-house”.

Innovation is an integral part of overall economic policy and is central to the Government’s
reform agenda — this is best illustrated in the recently published Action Plan for Jobs which
contains a myriad of initiatives to support broad based innovation.

The overall objective of the Action Plan for Jobs is to get the economy back on the right path
to sustainable, exporting, innovative and enterprise led growth. It engages every Government
Department and over 35 Agencies and Offices and will be monitored on a quarterly basis. A
key objective of the Plan is to use research and innovation to build competitive advantage. A
number of specific initiatives will deliver on this objective.

The majority of public research funding will be aligned with priority areas where we are
most likely to get economic returns and monitoring systems will be put in place to measure the
impact of funding. This initiative was approved by Cabinet last week and the Report of the
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Research Prioritisation Steering Group, which is informing this prioritisation process, will be
published tomorrow. A key economic goal in this process will be a significantly enhanced focus
on collaborative research with enterprise and on commercialisation by growing the number of
researchers in enterprise and enhancing the flow of researchers between academia and
enterprise.

Science Foundation Ireland operates a range of programmes designed to deliver world class
research in third level institutions linked to Irish enterprises. Industry and academia collabor-
ations have now reached 800 linkages across 500 companies. The remit of Science Foundation
Ireland will be extended to include applied research, in addition to its existing remit covering
oriented basic research, thereby enhancing the focus on commercialisation. SFI’s funding will
include support for Research Centres to enable them to build scale and world class in a sus-
tainable way that fully underpins the development of industry in Ireland and the commercialis-
ation of Irish research.

IDA will continue their strategy of attracting high quality FDI projects to Ireland and more
firmly embed existing FDI companies with a strong emphasis on RDI — in 2011 IDA approvals
for RDI stood at €700million representing an increase of 40% from 2010. The Department of
Finance is also implementing, via the Finance Bill 2012, the R&D tax credit improvements
announced in the budget which will help all companies and support research and innovation
generally. This year, my Department will provide €140m to Enterprise Ireland (EI) to ensure
the continued growth in the capacity in indigenous Irish companies to develop innovative and
cutting-edge products, processes and services.

Enterprise Ireland will expand their in-company innovation capability and host a Big Ideas
Showcase in 2012 to focus on securing investment and identifying business partners that will
bring new technologies to the next stage of commercialisation. New Technology Centres in
Cloud Computing, Learning Technologies and Financial Services will be established and pre-
paratory work will begin on others relevant to the prioritisation exercise mentioned already.
EI will also develop and pilot, in the South East, an innovation Graduates Programme managed
in conjunction with the Institutes of Technology and open a call under the Innovation Voucher
Scheme specifically focused on design and branding activities for SMEs, with Third Level
Institutes as providers. A second call will be launched under Innovation Fund Ireland to attract
significant venture capital players to Ireland.

In the area of Intellectual Property (IP) a new Protocol is being developed to manage IP
arising from state funded research and a feasibility study is underway to examine what struc-
tures and policies could be developed to make Ireland a world centre for managing and trading
in IP.

Public Procurement is also being used as a lever for innovation. My Department is working
with Enterprise Ireland and others to develop a Procuring Innovation Initiative to increase
purchasing of innovative solutions from SMEs by encouraging a more flexible approach to
tendering that focuses on procuring solutions to needs rather than specific products or services.

My Department is working with the Department of Health and relevant State Agencies to
develop a Health Innovation Hub to drive collaboration between the health system and
enterprise leading to the development and commercialisation of new healthcare technologies.
There are also a number of initiatives being taken to support innovation in sectors including
the Green Economy, Agri-Food, ICT, Cloud Computing, Retail and Wholesale.

Innovation is cross-cutting and requires a broad based approach. The breadth of initiatives
in the Action Plan for Jobs to support innovation is a testament to the Government’s commit-
ment to delivering innovation policy to support our economic recovery.
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Appointments to State Boards

332. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if any
State board appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such
persons; the corresponding savings to the State; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11896/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Of the fifteen
members of the Board of Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority, IAASA, four
are not entitled to Board fees by virtue of the positions they hold. These are the CEO of
IAASA, the Director of Corporate Enforcement, the representative from the Revenue Com-
missioners and the representative from the Central Bank. Of the remaining Board Members,
Mr Brendan Kennedy — Pensions Board nominee waived his entitlement to fees for 2011.

This represents a saving of €11,970 per annum.

IDA Ireland

The Chairman of the Board of IDA Ireland, Liam O’Mahony, has elected to waive his fee
for membership of the Board. Also two Ordinary Members of the Board have opted to waive
their fee. They are, Mr Paul Duffy, appointed to the Board on 8th February 2011, and Mr Alan
Gray, who was appointed to the Board of IDA Ireland on 25th January 2012.

This represents a saving of €44,460 per annum.

Shannon Development

The Board of Shannon Development have not waived their fees/expenses, however they
have all taken a voluntary reduction in their fees of 5%.

Forfás

Dr. Don Thornhill, an Ordinary Member of the Board of Forfás has elected to waive his fee.

This represents a saving of €11,970 per annum.

Expenses are a day to day matter for the Agencies. In this regard I have asked that each
Agency contact the Deputy directly with the relevant information.

Ministerial Transport

333. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will
provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11904/12]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The accompanying
tables provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport for me as Minister
in 2011. Prior to the Government Decision of 15th March 2011 Cabinet Ministers had the use
of State Cars, therefore all transport costs were met by the Department of Justice and Equality.

Details of mileage expenses for the period 1st May 2011 to 31st December 2011.

Purpose of Expenditure Amount

Mileage expenses in respect of use of private car for official business €5,446.73

The current arrangement with regard to the use of my private car for official business makes
provision for the employment of two civilian drivers. Details of salaries for civilian drivers for
the period 1 May 2011 to 31 December 2011 and subsistence expenses in respect of the same
period are set out as follows:
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Driver Salary Subsistence

Driver 1 €21,605.85 €224.86

Driver 2 €22,237.60 €398.47

In addition to the expenses outlined above, my Department paid €167.27 directly to a service
provider in respect of tolls incurred in the course of official business.

It should be noted that based on Department of Justice, Equality and Defence estimates,
the previous average costs for the provision of ministerial transport was of the order of €280,000
per annum.

Questions Nos. 334 and 335 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Code

336. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is carrying out a
review of the domiciliary care allowance; the purpose of this review; and if the review applies
to all recipients. [11442/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Domiciliary care allowance (DCA) has
been administered by my Department since April 2009, when responsibility for the scheme
transferred from the Health Service Executive.

DCA cases are routinely reviewed to ensure that the conditions for receipt of the payment
continue to be met. Cases are reviewed based on either the recommendation of the medical
assessor (MA) when the claim was initially processed, or on the basis of information received
about a change of circumstances which could potentially affect the continued entitlement of a
case already in payment.

Scheduled reviews, on the recommendation of the MA, are based on the prognosis of the
child’s disability and how their condition may improve over time. A review date is entered
when the claim is initially awarded, as recommended by the MA.

The review interval will vary from 12 months in cases where the child’s disability is likely to
improve significantly in the short-term, to a 5 or 10 years review date if the child’s condition is
likely to remain unchanged for the foreseeable future. In circumstances where a child has a
lifelong disability that is unlikely to improve by any significant degree, a “do not review again”
status may be recommended and such cases are not included in the review programme.

Social Welfare Benefits

337. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if back to school cloth-
ing allowance will be paid to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [10597/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Back to School Clothing and
Footwear Allowance (BSCFA) scheme operates from the beginning of June until the end of
September each year.

The person concerned was refused a BSCFA payment as her application was received in
December 2011 which is after the closing date for receipt of claims. It is open to the person
concerned to seek a review of this decision.
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338. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of families
currently in receipt of both family income supplement and carer’s allowance payments; and the
savings anticipated as a result of the inclusion of carer’s payments for the purpose of calculating
entitlement to FIS as introduced in the last Budget. [10602/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently 937 carer’s allow-
ance and benefit recipients whose spouse or partner is in receipt of FIS.

Budget 2012 contained a measure which provides for the assessment of carer’s benefit and
carer’s allowance payments in determining entitlement to Family Income Supplement (FIS).
This measure brings the treatment of these two payments for FIS purposes into line with the
treatment of all other primary social welfare payments.

The measure will be implemented on a phased basis over three years. One third of the
income from carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit payments will be assessed in 2012, two thirds
in 2013 and the full amount in 2014.

This measure will result in estimated savings of €1 million in 2012, €3 million in 2013 and €5
in 2014.

Question No. 339 withdrawn.

Ministerial Transport

340. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to her Depart-
ment of the senior Minister’s car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 to
include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if she will detail the
salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid to them and all
other related information, and the information should include any payment made in 2012
related to a 2011 claim. [10645/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government decided in March
2011 to confine the use of State cars from 1 May 2011. Accordingly, I now use my own car for
official business. The travel /mileage rates payable depend on the car engine size and also
incorporate a number of expense elements associated with the cost of running a car. These cost
elements include insurance, full membership of AA/RAC, road tax and licence. The engine
size of my car is 1400cc and the rate applicable is 46.25 cent per kilometre.

The mileage costs, which I have claimed since 01 May 2011 to 31 December 2011, amount
to €5,825.92.

I have two civilian drivers, both on a remuneration rate of €631.75 per week. The total salary
costs involved was €34,924.70.

They may also claim travel and subsistence allowances, in accordance with the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform regulations for necessary absences on official duties from
home and headquarters.

Total cost of travel and subsistence claimed by my drivers to 31 December 2011 is €733.25.

The total cost incurred in all of the above amounts to €41,483.87.

Social Welfare Appeals

341. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection when the appeal against
the disallowance of a lone parents allowance will be heard in respect of a person (details
supplied). [10650/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25 January
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
When received, the appeal in question will be referred in due course to an Appeals Officer
for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

342. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeals process
involving the SCOPE section of her Department and relating to the following companies and
persons (details supplied) will conclude; and when the decision relating to that process will be
made available to those who are directly involved. [10677/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 12
May 2011 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the evidence
submitted, including that adduced at the hearing. The Appeals Officer is also researching cer-
tain aspects of the case and hopes to have this research completed shortly and a decision issued
by the end of next month. The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer decision
when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Community Employment Schemes

343. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary
Question No. 155 of 15 February 2012, if she will provide the following details, the number of
community employment supervisor posts that have been held by the same individual for one
year, two years, three years, four years and longer than four years, the number of CE posts
that have been held by the same person for one year, two years, three years, four years and
longer than five years; in relation to the funding of CE schemes in County Louth, if he will
provide a breakdown on the amount of the funding is on wages and the amount that is on
other costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10694/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Statistics for CE projects in Louth
(Dundalk and Drogheda offices) as at 31/01/2012:

Completed Years Supervisors Participants

< 1 year 1 374

1 year 3 295

2 years 1 144

3 years 2 20

4 years 3 4

5 years + 40 7
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[Deputy Joan Burton.]

Funding of participant wages/allowances makes up 90% (approximately €13m out of €14.3m)
of the community employment funding for schemes in Louth. The remaining 10% is expended
on Supervision, materials and training.

Social Welfare Benefits

344. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the case
of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8; and if she will expedite payment. [10717/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit
of the person concerned is currently being reviewed and a decision will be made as soon
as possible.

Social Welfare Appeals

345. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection in the case of invalidity
pension applications, the reason it can take up to a year for the files to be sent to the social
welfare appeals office in the event that a refusal of benefit is appealed; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [10726/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to pro-
viding a quality service to all its customers. This includes ensuring that applications are pro-
cessed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible and subsequent
appeals are submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) without delay. Invalidity
pension is a weekly payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because of an
illness or incapacity. To qualify, both medical and social insurance (PRSI) conditions must
be satisfied.

There has been a consistent upward trend in recent years in the number of applicants for
invalidity pension. There were 7,475 new claims registered in 2009, 8,774 in 2010 and 14,621
in 2011.

In order to meet the challenge of increased volumes of new claims for its schemes, the
Department has embarked on a major programme of process redesign and modernisation,
including the deployment of new computer systems. Processing of new invalidity pension claims
on the new system commenced in December 2010 and the existing claimload was transferred
to the new system in May 2011. Significant redeployment of staff resources to project work
during the period and some initial technical issues with the new system resulted in unacceptable
delays in relation to submission of claims to the SWAO. The technical issues have since been
resolved and delays being experienced have been reduced over the past few months. Processes
and procedures are continuously reviewed with the explicit objective of reducing delays. The
position is being closely monitored and kept under review by my Department.

346. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection in the case of carer’s
benefit and allowance applications, the reason it can take up to a year for the files to be sent
to the social welfare appeals office in the event that a refusal of benefit is appealed; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [10727/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to pro-
viding a quality service to all its customers. This includes ensuring that applications are pro-
cessed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible and subsequent
appeals are submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) without delay.
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There has been a high volume of applicants for carer’s allowance in recent years. There were
16,574 registered in 2009, 18,212 in 2010 and 17,259 in 2011.

In order to meet the challenge of increased volumes of new claims for its schemes, the
Department has embarked on a major programme of process redesign and modernisation,
including the deployment of new computer systems. The first tranche of new carer’s allowance
claims began to be processed under the new system is August 2011. It is anticipated that the
new system will introduce significant processing efficiencies and a quicker and more responsive
service to the customer. Accordingly, the project is being given high priority and involves a
significant level of time and commitment from the relevant staff in the Department. This has
had a short-term negative impact on claim processing times and ancillary work.

The time taken in 2011 to process a carer’s allowance appeal, from the date a notice of appeal
is lodged to the date a submission is lodged with the SWAO, is an average of approximately 13
weeks. Processes and procedures are continuously reviewed with the explicit objective of reduc-
ing delays. The position is being closely monitored and kept under review by the Department.

Regarding carer’s benefit appeals, 80% of appeals submissions are sent to SWAO within
four weeks of receipt and the balance within 8 weeks. This has been consistent for the last
three years.

Question No. 347 withdrawn.

348. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection in the case of illness
benefit applications, the reason it can take up to a year for the files to be sent to the social
welfare appeals office in the event that a refusal of benefit is appealed; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [10729/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the case of an illness benefit appeal
it is most unusual for it to take up to a year for the file to be sent to the social welfare appeals
office. However, if the deputy is aware of a particular case, my department will have the matter
investigated if the necessary details are provided. Currently, the illness benefit branch is dealing
with appeal cases it received in mid January of this year.

Question No. 349 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Benefits

350. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlements of a person
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10742/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for
disability allowance on 27 July 2011. He failed on two occasions to respond to written requests
for more information which was required in order for his application to be assessed. Accord-
ingly, his claim was withdrawn on 6 February 2012 and he was notified in writing of this.

With regards to his potential social welfare entitlements, it is difficult to provide this infor-
mation without full details of the person’s circumstances. The person concerned may make an
appointment with an information officer in his local Social Welfare Office who can outline any
social welfare entitlement that he may have. Alternatively, comprehensive information on the
range of schemes and supports my Department provides is available on our website
www.welfare.ie.
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Ministerial Transport

351. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of mileage
clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers attached to
her Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a monthly basis
for all Ministers attached to her Department since March 2011, and the full list of trips for which
mileage expenses were claimed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10807/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government decided to confine
the use of State cars from 1 May 2011. Accordingly the information requested by the Deputy
in relation to the mileage expenses which I have claimed since then is set out in the following
tabular statement. The basis on which Ministers record their mileage does not require them to
list individual trips:

Ministerial Mileage Claims

Period Kms Amount

1/5/2011 — 31/7/2011 7,600 €3,251.81

1/8/2011 — 31/10/2011 6,324 €1,493.73

1/11/2011 — 31/12/2011 4,574 €1,080.38

Totals: 18,498 €5,825.92

Social Welfare Code

352. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is possible to employ
a person registered with FÁS for a period of 12 months full time to work in a private business
and have a share of their wage or salary paid by FÁS. [10825/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under current regulations it is not
possible to employ a person registered with FÁS for a period of 12 months full time to work
in a private business and have a share of their wage or salary paid by FÁS or The Department
of Social Protection.

Social Welfare Benefits

353. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level of
rent support payable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [10831/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt of
her full entitlement to rent supplement based on her household circumstances.

Departmental Expenditure

354. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
the total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant has spent
on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and junior Mini-
sters and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants. [10861/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total amount spent on entertain-
ment expenses since my appointment in March 2011 to date was €1,698.
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The amount incurred on entertainment expenses in the calendar year of 2011 was €1,856.
These figures include all entertainment expenditure by the Department including Ministerial
expenses and those of senior civil servants.

Social Welfare Code

355. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she has
taken to heighten the recognition of fibromyalgia as a long-term illness to enable sufferers to
claim disability. [10864/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Fibromyalgia is accepted as a certifi-
able medical condition. Eligibility to illness related benefit / allowance is determined by its
severity and expected duration. The medical assessment is made in accordance with the Depart-
ment’s evidence based medical protocols.

Question No. 356 withdrawn.

357. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection if a qualified child
increase is payable to any community employment participants; the conditions under which
payment may be granted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10890/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The following is an outline of the
conditions under which the Qualified Child increase is payable to a participant on Community
Employment following the changes announced in Budget 2012:

Existing Participants New Participants

Jobseekers Qualified child increase paid where eligible, Qualified child increase paid where eligible,
Allowance (JA) subject to household means assessment subject to household means assessment

Farm Assist (FA) Qualified child increase paid where eligible, Qualified child increase paid where eligible,
subject to household means assessment subject to household means assessment

Jobseekers Benefit Qualified child increase paid where eligible Qualified child increase paid where eligible
(JB) at either half or full rate per JB at either half or full rate per JB

entitlement entitlement

One Parent Family No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
Payment (OPFP) CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. OPFP ceases on CE

retained OPFP. commencement.

Deserted Wife’s No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
Benefit (DWB) CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. DWB ceases on CE

retained DWB. commencement.

Widow(er)s Pension No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
(WP) CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. WP ceases on CE

retained WP. commencement.

Disability Allowance No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
(DA) CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. DA ceases on CE

retained DA. commencement.

Blind Pension (BP) No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. BP ceases on CE
retained BP. commencement.

Illness Benefit (IB) No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. IB ceases on CE
retained IB. commencement.

Invalidity Pension No increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) on Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) paid
(IP) CE payment. Child payment continues on on CE payment. IP ceases on CE

retained IP. commencement.
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[Deputy Joan Burton.]

Existing participants are those who were employed on CE as at Friday 13 January 2012, or on
maternity leave or sick leave from their CE placement at that date.

New participants are defined as those employed on or after 16 January 2012 who have not
been employed on CE within the 12 months preceding their commencement date.

Social Welfare Appeals

358. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied). [10897/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 24 October
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 9 January 2012 and have
been assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 359 and 360 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Benefits

361. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision on an application for carer’s allowance will issue to a person
(details supplied) in County Offaly. [10931/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following a review of the continuing
entitlement of the person concerned to half-rate carer’s allowance in respect of two care recipi-
ents, payment of carer’s allowance was stopped. Based upon all the available evidence, includ-
ing a report submitted by an investigative officer of the Department, it was decided that the
person is no longer providing full-time care and attention as laid down in the scheme
guidelines.

On 4 January 2012, she was notified of this decision and the reasons for it. Further infor-
mation was subsequently submitted by the person concerned requesting a review of the
decision. The deciding officer decided that there was nothing in this information that warranted
a revision of the original decision to disallow payment of half-rate carer’s allowance and the
decision stands. On 14 February 2012, she was notified of the outcome of the review.

Social Welfare Appeals

362. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision on an appeal for carer’s allowance will issue to a person
(details supplied) in County Offaly. [10932/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt of
half-rate carer’s allowance in respect of one care recipient.

The person concerned was refused carers allowance in respect of a second care recipient on
the grounds that the care recipient is not so disabled as to require full-time care and attention
as prescribed in regulations. He was notified of this decision and the reason for it.
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He appealed this decision and submitted additional medical evidence in support of his appeal.
This information has been forwarded to the Department’s Medical Assessor for consideration.
The result of the review is expected shortly and the person concerned will be notified directly
of the outcome.

Social Welfare Benefits

363. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision on an application for carer’s allowance will issue to a person
(details supplied) in County Offaly. [10933/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance was received from the above named.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of her claim, a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Social Welfare Appeals

364. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10935/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 07th
February 2012 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the
evidence submitted, including that adduced at the hearing. The person concerned will be noti-
fied of the Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

365. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10936/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to my response to Parliamen-
tary Question Ref. No. 2253/12 on 17th January 2012, I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that there is no update to the information given previously.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

366. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10937/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 23rd
November 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 22 February
2012 and the appeal will, in due course, be assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration.
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[Deputy Joan Burton.]

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

367. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10938/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to my response to Parliamen-
tary Question Ref. No. 2257/12 on 17th January 2012, I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that there is no update to the information given previously.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

368. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10939/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary care
allowance was received on 5th August 2011. This application was referred to one of the Depart-
ment’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible for the allowance.
A letter issued on 18th October 2011 advising the customer of the decision.

An appeal has been lodged against the decision to refuse the allowance. As part of the
appeal process, the application has been forwarded to another of the Department’s Medical
Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new information supplied. Upon
receipt of their opinion, the case will be forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office,
if necessary.

369. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10940/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 31st August
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 06th January 2012 and
the appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration on 14th February 2012.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

370. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10941/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
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proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 15th March 2012. The person concerned has
been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

371. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10944/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 07th
February 2012 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the
evidence submitted, including that adduced at the hearing. The person concerned will be noti-
fied of the Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

372. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10946/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance was received from the above named.

Correspondence issued to the person in question on 15 September 2011 and a reminder
issued recently, as the documentation supplied in support of the claim was not fully completed.
However, no reply has been received to date.

On receipt of the fully completed documentation and completion of the necessary investi-
gations relating to all aspects his claim, a decision will be made and the person concerned will
be notified directly of the outcome.

Social Welfare Appeals

373. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to persons (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10947/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary care
allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on 24th August 2010. This appli-
cation was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child
was not medically eligible for DCA. A decision letter issued to the person concerned on 1st
November 2010 refusing the allowance. She subsequently appealed this decision and was
informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 22nd July 2011 that the appeal had been
disallowed.

The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete. If the person concerned
has additional information which was not made available to the deciding officer and appeals
officer when they made their decisions, it is open to her to re-apply for the payment.
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Social Welfare Benefits

374. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10948/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance was received from the above named.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of his claim, a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Social Welfare Appeals

375. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10952/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16th
February 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in due course to an Appeals
Officer for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

376. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10953/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 24th
November 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in due course to an Appeals
Officer for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

377. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10955/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance was received from the above named.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of his claim, a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
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Social Welfare Appeals

378. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10958/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21st
September 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 03rd November
2011 and the appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration on 11th January
2012.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

379. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10961/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to my response to Parliamen-
tary Question’s Ref. No. 2234/12 and 2250/12 on 17 January 2012, I am advised by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office that there is no update to the information given previously.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

380. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10962/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28th January
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
When received, the appeal in question will be referred in due course to an Appeals Officer
for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

381. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath. [10966/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 08th
September 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 10th January
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2012 and the appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration on 14th February
2012.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

382. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10967/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance was received from the above named.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of his claim, a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

383. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10968/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance was received from the above named.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of his claim, a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

384. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10970/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for carer’s
allowance has been received from the above named.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all aspects of his claim, a decision
will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Social Welfare Appeals

385. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10973/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21st
September 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 21st November
2011 and the appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration on 11 January 2012.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

230



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

386. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [11089/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 24 August
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 1 February 2012 and the
appeal will, in due course, be assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

387. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the grounds on
which invalidity pension was refused in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; if she will review this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11094/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment for
people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy
the contribution conditions.

This department received a claim for invalidity pension for the person concerned on 21 June
2011. The medical evidence provided by the claimant in support of her claim was examined by
a medical assessor who was of the opinion that the person concerned does not satisfy the
medical criteria. The application for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer.
The person in question was notified of this decision and the reason for it on 15 July 2011.

Further medical evidence was subsequently submitted by the claimant. This additional evi-
dence, along with the original information, was evaluated by a different medical assessor who
also was of the opinion that she did not satisfy the medical criteria for invalidity pension. The
deciding officer found that there were no grounds to overturn the original decision to disallow
invalidity pension and the person concerned was notified of the outcome on 25 January 2012.

The person concerned has appealed the decision and her file has been forwarded to the
independent Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.

388. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an
application for carer’s allowance will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Carlow; and if she will expedite a response. [11108/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was refused
carer’s allowance on the grounds that the care recipient is not so invalided or disabled as to
require full-time care and attention as laid down in legislation. On 30 November 2011 he was
notified of this decision and the reasons for it. The person in question appealed the decision
and submitted additional medical evidence in support of his claim. This additional medical
evidence has now been reviewed by a medical assessor, however, it has been decided that a
revision of the original decision is not warranted.

An appeals submission will be prepared and his file and papers will be referred to the Social
Welfare Appeals Office for determination as soon as possible.
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389. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an
application for disability allowance will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Carlow; and if she will expedite a response. [11109/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 06
December 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 17 January
2012 and the appeal will, in due course, be assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Community Employment Schemes

390. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the terms and
conditions negotiated with FÁS for community employment supervisors will still be binding
regardless of the decisions announced in the budget; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11111/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Community Employment Supervisors
are employed by the Community Sponsors directly and all their terms and conditions are set
out in their contract of employment with their employer. There has been no change to the CE
grant allocated to fund supervisor salaries, this has remained unchanged in recent years.

Departmental Schemes

391. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any
clauses under which companies using the JobBridge scheme can specify a third level qualifi-
cation as a requirement for an applicant to get the internship; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [11117/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The National Internship Scheme pro-
vides internship opportunities of either 6 or 9 months for unemployed individuals on the Live
Register, in organisations in the private, public and community voluntary sectors. The scheme
is limited to individuals who are currently on the Live Register and have been in receipt of
Jobseeker’s Allowance/Benefit or are signing on for credits for at least 3 of the last 6 months.

The eligibility to access the National Internship Scheme is based on the overall objective of
labour market policy in ensuring a pathway to appropriate employment, training and education
opportunities for those on the Live Register. It is important that as employment opportunities
become available they are taken up by those on the Live Register. The structure for achieving
this objective is through a reinvigorated National Employment Action Plan (NEAP) which
currently provides the framework for engaging with the unemployed.

Given the scale of the unemployment crisis, the key objective of labour market policy and
of the NEAP will be to keep those on the Live Register close to the Labour Market and
prevent the drift into long-term unemployment. This will ensure that Live Register members
availing of activation measures such as the National Internship Scheme will, while retaining
social welfare unemployment payments and a top up allowance of €50, get an opportunity to
engage in the workplace, get work experience and so be in a position to avail of employment
opportunities as the economy improves.
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As such any clause requiring a minimum education requirement for potential applicants
would be counterproductive both to the spirit of the scheme and our ultimate goal of stimulat-
ing and encouraging the Labour Market.

The Internship Scheme is progressing extremely well. Over 4,900 internship placements have
commenced since 1 July 2011. In addition, there are over 2,000 posts currently advertised on
the JobBridge website.

Social Welfare Benefits

392. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of
applicants for exceptional needs payments for religious ceremonies — that is, communions and
confirmations — from County Donegal who were refused a payment in 2010 and 2011.
[11157/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary welfare
allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure, which a person could not
reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. These ENP payments are a vital
component of the SWA scheme and link the income support function of the scheme with the
wider welfare role of the Department’s community welfare service.

There is no automatic entitlement to a payment. ENPs are payable at the discretion of the
officers administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and
all the relevant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those
most in need of assistance.

The Department does not maintain records of the number of applications received or refused
for support for religious ceremonies. Records are only available for the number of payments
that have been made.

393. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason cer-
tain social protection payments are no longer paid into local post offices; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [11288/12]

394. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the social protec-
tion payments that are paid through the post office system and those that are not available
through the post office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11289/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 393
and 394 together.

My Department is committed to providing a high quality service to our customers. In most
cases, we offer a range of payment options to customers including payment at a local post office
via electronic information transfer (EIT), payment through a bank, building society account or
certain credit unions via electronic funds transfer (EFT) or payment by cheque.

There are some exceptions whereby for administrative or control purposes we may limit the
choice of payment method. This is determined by reference to the scheme payment which the
customer is in receipt of, the payment options available under that scheme and by reference to
control and risk consideration. For example, Illness Benefit is not generally paid at Post Offices
while on the other hand, Jobseeker’s Benefit and Jobseeker’s Allowance are generally paid
only at Post Offices. In the case of Illness Benefit, payment is generated by a medical certificate,
which may be received on any day of the week. Not having a designated payday makes EFT
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the preferred payment option. In the case of Jobseeker’s Benefit and Jobseeker’s Allowance,
payment at the Post Office contributes to the Department’s current approach to fraud control.

Payment can be received at Post Offices under most of the Department’s schemes, including
all of the schemes with large numbers of recipients. These are listed in the first of the following
tables, while the payments that are not available at post Offices are listed in the second table.

Schemes where payment is available through at post office via EIT:

State Pension Contributory/Non-Contributory

State Pension (Transition)

Pre-Retirement Allowance

Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory/Non-Contributory Pension

Deserted Wife’s Benefit/Allowance

One Parent Family Payment

Guardian’s Payment Contributory/Non-Contributory

Child Benefit

Invalidity Pension

Death Benefit Pension

Disability Allowance

Carer’s Benefit/Allowance

Blind Pension

Jobseeker’s Benefit/Allowance

Back to Work Allowance/Back to Education Allowance

Part-Time Job Incentive Scheme

Family Income Supplement

Farm Assist

Supplementary Welfare Allowance

Free Schemes

Respite Care Grant

Domiciliary Care Allowance

Schemes where payment is not available through post office via EIT:

Maternity Benefit

Health and Safety Benefit

Adoptive BenefitIllness Benefit* and Partial Capacity Benefit

Injury Benefit

Disablement Benefit

Bereavement Grant and Widowed Parent Grant (one off payment)

*There are approximately 200 long-term recipients receiving payment via EIT.

Departmental Schemes

395. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
funding arrangements for Tús for the year ahead; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11290/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): €84m has been allocated to Tús for
2012. It is anticipated that these funds which are required to meet the pay costs of participants
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and supervisors, provision of materials, insurance, health and safety training and related oper-
ational costs will be adequate to cover the 2012 costs and allow for the maximum utilisation of
the initiative.

Social Welfare Appeals

396. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal will be
decided in respect of a person (details supplied). [11296/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16 August
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 17 January 2012 and the
appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration on 27 January 2012.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

397. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal will be
decided in respect of a person (details supplied). [11297/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 13 October
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 05 January 2012 and the
appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer for consideration on 27 January 2012.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

398. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection, further to Parliamentary
Question No. 120 of 16 February 2012, when a decision on an application for carer’s allowance
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow. [11307/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the care recipient of the
person in question satisfies the medical criteria for receipt of carer’s allowance. In the interest
of fairness and equity applications are processed, as far as possible, in order of the date in
which they were received.

On completion of the necessary investigations relating to all other aspects of his case, includ-
ing assessment of means, establishment of habitual residency and provision of full-time care, a
decision will be made and the person concerned notified directly of the outcome.

Social Welfare Fraud

399. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she would con-
sider, with her EU colleagues, the design and adoption of a system whereby member states
could share information on payments and claims being made by citizens in an effort to detect
persons who are claiming welfare payments in more than one member state or persons who
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are employed in one member state while claiming in another, in an effort to tackle social
welfare fraud on an EU basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11365/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The social security rights of people
moving around the EU are governed by EU Regulations 883/2004 and 987/2009. These Regu-
lations, which have been in existence in one form or another since 1959, are designed to co-
ordinate the social security systems of the various Member States so that people and their
families are not disadvantaged when they move within the EU.

There is a general duty on Member States to co-operate with one another to ensure the
effective implementation of the Regulations. This entails Member States exchanging infor-
mation on an on-going basis in relation to insurance records and benefits in payment so that
the entitlements of migrant workers under EU regulations can be assessed. To date, this has
been largely paper-based but the EU is, in cooperation with the Member States, currently
developing a computerised system to support these information exchanges.

The target date for having the system fully operational in all Member States is May 2014. It
is expected that the system will streamline the exchange of information thereby ensuring a
more speedy payment of benefits to those in cross-border situations. The EU is also concerned
with minimising the incidence of fraud and error associated with the claiming and payment of
benefits across the Union and will consider the role the new electronic system can play in
supporting action in this area.

Currently, there is provision in the legislation of my Department to allow an Social Welfare
Inspector to investigate a claim at the request of the competent authority of another Member
State or other country with which a reciprocal agreement has been made. Provision is also
made for the transfer of bulk information relating to recipients of social welfare payments to
the competent authority of another Member State or other country with which a reciprocal
agreement has been made.

400. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection, in view of her
recent successes in detecting social welfare fraud, if she will consider the introduction of a
reward scheme for information leading to successful prosecutions; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11366/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department accepts reports of
possible fraud from members of the public in relation to the operation of its schemes and uses
both a dedicated phone number and a facility on the Department’s website for this purpose.
Members of the public are asked to provide as much detail as possible about the case they are
reporting and they can do so anonymously.

In 2011, my Department dealt with 16,917 anonymous reports and in approximately 13,000
of these cases, a report of suspected fraud was sent to the relevant area for examination. In
roughly 4,000 of the cases received in 2011, it was not possible to issue a report to an investi-
gator due to (i) a lack of information supplied, (ii) a claim not being in payment or (iii) the
information reported would not impact on entitlement.

Detailed statistics on the outcomes of anonymous reports are unavailable because anony-
mous or confidential reports of abuse are used merely to trigger or instigate investigations and
are not taken into account when the review of the customer’s payment is being decided. In this
context the introduction of a reward scheme for information received is not being considered
at present. In addition, my Department is very conscious of its obligations regarding data
protection and the privacy of its customers and of persons who report allegations of abuse.
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As Minister, I am very conscious of the need to protect public money and I am determined
to ensure that abuse of the system is prevented and is dealt with effectively when detected.

401. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has con-
sidered introducing measures that would require airlines serving Ireland to provide details of
movements of persons into and out of State to her Department; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [11367/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The prevention of fraud and abuse of
the social welfare system is an integral part of the day-to-day work of the Department. My
Department has a wide ranging programme to combat social welfare fraud and abuse. The
Fraud Initiative 2011-2013 sets out a range of actions to ensure an integrated approach is taken
to the prevention, deterrence and detection of social welfare abuse across the Department’s
various schemes and services.

In this context, my Department is considering all viable measures that will enhance fraud
prevention and detection. The provision of information directly from airlines is one such
measure but would necessarily have to be considered in legislative context and in conjunction
with those Departments and agencies with primary responsibility for air transport and immi-
gration. The data protection implications of such a measure would also need to be fully
considered.

The Department will continue to work closely with other Departments and agencies in the
context of any legislative proposals necessary in this area to ensure that any measures are
appropriate and proportionate.

Social Welfare Appeals

402. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
issue on an appeal for mortgage interest relief in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11370/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 18 January
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by our on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
When received, the appeal in question will be referred in due course to an Appeals Officer
for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 135 of 16 February 2012, the grounds on which it was decided this
person did not meet the conditions of being habitually resident in the State; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [11372/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for
disability allowance on 26 July 2011. The medical evidence supplied with her claim was referred
to one of the department’s medical assessors who was of the opinion, based on the information
supplied, that she was not medically suitable for disability allowance. The deciding officer
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accepted this opinion. The deciding officer further decided that the person in question does not
meet the condition of being habitually resident in the State, in accordance with the guidelines.
Accordingly, her claim for disability allowance has been refused and the person in question
has been notified of the decision and the reasons for it.

The person concerned failed to meet the condition of being habitually resident in the state
on the basis that the nature and purpose of her residence in the State at the time of her
application for disability allowance did not provide for habitual residence condition approval.
In addition, her main centre of interest was not established in Ireland at the time of her appli-
cation for disability allowance and she was absent from the State for a lengthy period of time
in 2009.

Social Welfare Code

404. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection whether a person who
is in receipt of one-parent family payment before taking up a place on a community employ-
ment scheme will be automatically put back on one-parent family payment following the end
of their CE programme if they still qualify, or whether they will be treated as a new one-parent
family applicant. [11422/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The community employment (CE)
scheme enables lone parents to return to the workforce by offering them part-time and tempor-
ary placements in work positions based within local communities.Prior to Budget 2012, lone
parents who entered CE were entitled to retain their one-parent family payment (OFP). From
16 January, 2012, new participants on CE will not be able to claim a social welfare payment at
the same time. As such, from that date onwards, when a lone parent enters CE, their OFP
claim will be closed. This will not affect those who are currently in receipt of the OFP and on
CE. Upon completion of a CE scheme, lone parents are encouraged to seek permanent part-
time and full-time work elsewhere based on the experience and new skills that they have gained
from CE. However, if their circumstances remain unchanged and work is unavailable, they can
apply for the OFP and, if so, their claim will be treated as a new one.

405. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection if the new partial capa-
city benefit scheme will allow persons covered by the scheme to apply for community employ-
ment places. [11423/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Partial Capacity Benefit scheme
was formally launched on Monday 13 February 2012. Full details of the scheme have been
published on my Department’s website and an information leaflet has also been published.

The Partial Capacity Benefit scheme provides an opportunity for people with disabilities,
and assessed to have an employment capacity which is restricted when compared to the norm,
to avail of employment opportunities in the open labour market while continuing to receive an
income support payment.

From 16 January 2012, new participants on Community Employment schemes will not be
able to simultaneously claim their original social welfare payment and a Community Employ-
ment allowance. These arrangements apply also to claimants of the Partial Capacity Benefit.
Accordingly, it will not be open to claimants to retain Partial Capacity Benefit while on a
Community Employment scheme.
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Social Welfare Appeals

406. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if tracking is carried
out on social welfare appeals and reviews which are upheld to see whether there is a pattern;
if certain deciding officers are negligent or uninformed of qualifying criteria, or if the public
are failing at an early stage to submit all documents and information required. [11426/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Over 70 different schemes and services
are administered by the Department’s staff and over two million people receive a weekly
payment. In addition, the Department has been faced with an unprecedented increase in the
number of people accessing its services over the last couple of years.

Regarding appeals and reviews, each claim presented is examined on its own merits in
relation to the pertinent facts and circumstances. Should any trend in relation to issues with
decisions become apparent, however, these are examined to see whether any clarification is
needed in relation to the qualifying requirements. There is regular contact between the Social
Welfare Appeals Office and the Decisions Advisory Office of the Department in this regard.

Staff Development Unit, the central training unit of the Department, has developed a new
Deciding Officer course for Jobseeker’s Allowance and Jobseeker’s Benefit which is currently
being delivered to our regional local office trainer network. This structured training initiative
is part of the ongoing supports for deciding officers and, in conjunction with on the job training,
ensures that deciding officers have the necessary knowledge to deal with the varied and com-
plex decisions that are8 presented to them, and that decisions made are consistent and of a
high standard. Where a question arises as to how to proceed with a decision, the officer can
consult the relevant scheme guideline, or following on from this, advice may be sought from
the Scheme owners, the Regional Decision Advisor or the Decisions Advisory Office.

Application forms and explanatory leaflets are available on the Department’s website and
at the Department’s offices and clearly set out the information required. Citizen Information
centres can assist customers in completing application forms should they request this.
Customers should provide all supporting documentation at the time of claim. However, should
they not provide the documentation at that stage, they may provide it at a later stage and it
will then be considered by the deciding officer.

The Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its clients and to ensuring
continuous improvements in the standard of service it provides. In this regard, the Department
receives regular feedback on services through its daily contact with clients. The Department
also has a client consultation framework in place whereby it seeks participation from clients to
assist in developing policies and service delivery mechanisms. This is achieved through surveys,
client panels, as well as meetings with client representative groups and those engaged in welfare
information services.

In launching the recent report “Person or Number?” I referred to the duty of the Department
to provide a professional, inclusive and timely service. Such reports, using case studies to high-
light the difficulties faced by particular clients, provide a clear indication of where customer
service may not meet the standards expected and will be of use in developing our Client Action
Plan and Charter for 2012-2014.

Social Welfare Offices

407. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to open,
close or privatise social welfare offices around the State; and if she will indicate the locations
where changes are planned. [11427/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The increase in the Live Register over
the past number of years has placed additional pressures on my Department’s local offices in
terms of providing a satisfactory service to the public.

As a consequence of this and of the transfer of functions and staff from the HSE and from
FÁS to the Department, some of the Department’s buildings require refurbishment, extensions
or, in some cases, replacement. The Department relies on the Office of Public Works (OPW)
for the provision of new office accommodation. To this end it has requested the OPW as a
matter of priority to acquire new local office accommodation in a number of locations through-
out the country to enable it deliver a satisfactory service to the public. Priority locations include
Loughrea, Balbriggan, Swords, Castlebar and Newbridge.

The Department has no plans to privatise offices delivering social welfare services.

408. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the length of time
of each contract to provide social welfare services; the tendering process that has been engaged
in; and the number of years each of the private contracted social welfare sub-offices has been
in operation. [11428/12]

410. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the social welfare
offices that are run by private service providers on behalf of her Department; the annual rent
paid for each of the offices in question; the value of each of the contract with a private services
provider; the duration of each; and the number of staff in each office. [11430/12]

411. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review has
ever been carried out of the accuracy of assessments and decisions made by private contractors
providing social welfare office services in comparison with public offices. [11431/12]

412. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if all staff in pri-
vately operated social welfare offices are required to adhere to the same requirements in terms
of customer relations, data protection, co-operation with statutory bodies and advocates as the
civil servants in public offices. [11432/12]

413. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if staff in privately
operated social welfare offices are under the same terms and conditions as their counterparts
in the public sector. [11433/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 408
and 410 to 413, inclusive, together.

It is not possible to compile all the information requested within the necessary timeframe.
The information will be sent to the Deputy as soon as possible.

409. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the rent paid for
each public social welfare office in the State; and the landlord’s name and the expiry date of
each current lease or tenancy agreement. [11429/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Office of Public Works has
responsibility for the acquisition and maintenance of social welfare office accommodation for
my Department. Matters of leasing, landlords, and individual rents are managed by that Office.

Questions Nos. 410 to 413, inclusive, answered with Question No. 408.

240



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

Social Welfare Benefits

414. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection when she anticipates
that the partial capacity benefit scheme will commence; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [11435/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am pleased to advise the Deputy that
the Partial Capacity Benefit scheme was formally launched on Monday 13th February 2012.
Full details of the scheme have been published on my Department’s website and an information
leaflet has also been published.

415. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Social Protection the average waiting time
for a decision on whether to award carer’s allowance, and if this has increased in the past three
years. [11438/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested in respect
of carer’s allowance applications is contained in the table:

Year Average time to award Number awarded Number refused

2009 9 weeks 10,730 5,776

2010 8 weeks 8,769 6,972

2011 (to end Sept) 17 weeks 5,685 3,921

The Department is committed to delivering the best possible service to its customers.

Figures for the last quarter of 2011 are unavailable as, due to the introduction of a new
claims processing system in the carer’s allowance area, new claims are being processed on the
new system while older claims are still being processed on the old system. A total of 17,758
carer’s allowance applications were registered in 2011 and 13,762 were processed in the same
period. Some 7,698 applications are registered and awaiting a decision at present.

As mentioned above, a major service delivery modernisation project is under way to improve
the efficiency of administration of the carer’s allowance scheme. This involves the development
of information technology functions and associated business process re-organisation. The first
tranche of new care’s allowance claims began to be processed under the new system in
August 2011.

It is anticipated that the new system will introduce significant processing efficiencies and a
quicker and more responsive service to the customer. Accordingly, the project is being given
high priority and involves a significant level of time and commitment from the relevant staff in
the Department. This has had a short-term negative impact on claim processing times which is
expected to continue until the completion of the modernisation project in June of this year
when all existing carer’s allowance claims will be transferred onto the new processing systems.
In addition, to dealing with approximately 330 new carer’s allowance applications that are
received each week, overtime working is being applied to help reduce backlogs that have built
up. However, it is expected to be a significant number of months before the backlog is reduced
to an acceptable level.

While the new systems and processes will facilitate a significant improvement in overall
processing times, it should be noted the intake of carer’s allowance claims remains at a high
level and that individual claims may continue to take some time to process. Entitlement to
carer’s allowance is based on satisfying medical, means and residency conditions. In determin-
ing entitlement to the allowance, in certain cases unavoidable time lags are involved in making
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the necessary investigations and inquiries to enable accurate decisions to be made. Delays can
also arise if those applying for the allowance are not in a position to supply all the necessary
information in support of their claim.

The staff and other resources available to the Department are regularly reviewed with a view
to ensuring claims are processed as quickly as possible. I acknowledge that the time taken to
process carer’s allowance claims is not satisfactory but I am satisfied that the Department is
taking appropriate steps to resolve the situation. In the meantime, if a person’s means are
insufficient to meet their needs while awaiting a decision on a claim, they may apply for a means
tested supplementary welfare allowance payment from their local community welfare officer.

Redundancy Payments

416. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection when she expects a redun-
dancy payment to issue to a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [11448/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A redundancy lump sum claim in
respect of the person concerned was received on 12 September 2011. Redundancy lump sum
claims received in June 2011 are currently being processed.

Proposed Legislation

417. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will indicate the
progress of the Civil Registration Act of 2004 so as to allow families of Irish persons who die
abroad register for an Irish death certificate. [11449/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Usually where an Irish citizen dies
abroad, the death is registered by the civil authorities of the place where the death occurred,
and a certified copy of the death registration is obtainable. This certificate, translated if neces-
sary, is normally sufficient for all legal and administrative purposes here and for these reasons
alone there is no necessity for the death to be registered in the State. The provisions and
procedures governing the registration of deaths in Ireland are contained in Part 5 of the Civil
Registration act, 2004.

Section 38 of the Act provides that in specific circumstances the death of an Irish citizen
domiciled in the State may be registered here. This applies where such a death occurs in a
place where there is no system of registration or where it is not possible to obtain a copy of or
extract from the civil records of the death. In all other circumstances the death is registered by
the civil authorities of the place where the death occurred.

Any broadening of the current provisions requires careful consideration given the number
of people who live and die in other countries and who have or are entitled to have Irish
citizenship. However, I would hope to be in a position to introduce legislation on this, and
other aspects of civil registration, in 2012.

Social Welfare Appeals

418. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when the date for
an oral hearing is likely to be set in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare
in respect of their application for domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [11487/12]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.

There has been a very significant increase in the number of appeals received by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake was 14,070 to 2010 and 2011 when the
intake rose to 32,432 and 31,241 respectively. This has significantly impacted on the processing
time for appeals which require oral hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants, they are
dealt with in strict chronological order.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

Live Register

419. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons on the
live register for a period not exceeding two years who are between the age of 20 and 40 years
old; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11495/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The number of persons on the live
register for a period not exceeding two years and aged between twenty and forty years of age
at the 31st of January 2012 was 192,905. I have set out below for your information a table
detailing the breakdown of this number by age and duration.

Tabular statement

Age Less than 3 3-6months 6-12 months 1-2years Sum:
Months

20 3,041 1,257 1,954 2,086 8,338

21 3,686 1,105 1,750 1,747 8,288

22 4,529 1,108 1,809 1,510 8,956

23 5,190 1,156 2,018 1,688 10,052

24 5,405 1,278 1,889 1,800 10,372

25 5,860 1,276 2,083 1,759 10,978

26 5,566 1,210 1,902 1,845 10,523

27 5,433 1,216 2,027 1,939 10,615

28 5,630 1,185 1,921 1,895 10,631

29 5,393 1,216 2,008 1,920 10,537

30 5,268 1,176 2,073 1,805 10,322

31 5,203 1,167 2,020 1,888 10,278

32 4,803 1,088 1,872 1,803 9,566

33 4,575 1,046 1,894 1,659 9,174

34 4,229 1,006 1,770 1,616 8,621

35 3,896 938 1,701 1,617 8,152

36 3,746 858 1,683 1,531 7,818

37 3,621 847 1,684 1,514 7,666

38 3,525 908 1,615 1,507 7,555

39 3,385 857 1,604 1,518 7,364
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Age Less than 3 3-6months 6-12 months 1-2years Sum:
Months

40 3,276 788 1,531 1,504 7,099

95,260 22,686 38,808 36,151 192,905

Social Welfare Appeals

420. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an appeal for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kerry. [11499/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 18th January
2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by the Social Welfare Services on the grounds of appeal be sought. When
received, the appeal in question will be referred in due course to an Appeals Officer for con-
sideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Departmental Advertising

421. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the number and costs
of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the Civil Service and
public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process;
the number of vacancies filled from inside the Civil Service and public service; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [11513/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protection
does not directly place advertisements in the national newspapers for job vacancies. The Public
Appointments Service (PAS) is responsible for the recruitment of staff and advertising posts
on behalf of the Department. In the past 12 months positions advertisements were placed by
PAS to recruit 4 interns under the Job Bridge Initiative and a total of 517 temporary staff at
clerical officer grade and no cost was directly incurred by the Department.

Social Welfare Appeals

422. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection further to a previous
parliamentary question the status of an appeal for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if the appeal will be approved as a matter of
urgency based on medical evidence submitted; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11524/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the carer’s allowance appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that
office on 15th February 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the
relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the
grounds of appeal be sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in due
course to an Appeals Officer for consideration.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

423. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the outcome to
a claim for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Carlow. [11525/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was found eli-
gible for Domiciliary Care Allowance by an Appeals Officer. She was notified on 15th
December 2011 that her claim was awarded.

Redundancy Payments

424. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo will receive their redundancy payment; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11578/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A redundancy lump sum claim in
respect of the person concerned was manually submitted on 6 January 2012. There are two
categories of claims being dealt with at present, namely, claims received since the introduction
of a new online system on 3 October 2011 and claims received prior to that date. For manually
submitted claims received since the start of October 2011 we are currently processing claims
received at the end of November/start of December 2011.

Departmental Staff

425. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason temporary
staff are being taken on at a local social welfare office (details supplied) in County Kildare
when there are a large amount of permanent staff on a waiting list seeking transfers there; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [11598/12]

426. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider the
case of a Department employee living in County Kildare seeking transfer to a local office, even
on a temporary basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11604/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 425
and 426 together.

As an exception to the current moratorium on recruitment across the civil and public service,
the Department has received limited sanction to recruit temporary clerical officers to provide
cover for staff who are absent on a temporary basis due to, for example, sick leave or maternity
leave. When filling a vacancy the Department is obliged, in the first instance, to fill the post
by the redeployment of staff from other departments or agencies. Where there are no staff
available from the redeployment panel, the Department then seeks to fill the post by reference
to the relevant transfer list. In accordance with protocols agreed centrally with unions and the
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the names of officers seeking to transfer to
alternative locations are recorded on the relevant transfer list in strict order of date of appli-
cation. The Department has no discretion to deviate from the order of the lists.

Appointments to State Boards

427. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if any State board
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appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons; the
corresponding savings to the State; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11897/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The three statutory bodies operating
under the aegis of the Department are the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions Board
and the Social Welfare Tribunal. In addition, the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman comes
under the remit of the Department but it does not have a Board.

Citizens Information Board

Ms Sylda Langford (Chairperson) and Ms. Noeline Blackwell have volunteered to waive
their fees which will represent a combined total saving for 2011 and 2012 of €20,948.

Ms Fiona Ward, the Department’s representative on the board and her predecessor Mr.
Daragh O’Connor are not entitled to any fees.

The following Board members did not claim any expenses in 2011:

Daragh O’Connor and Fiona Ward (Department representatives), Sylda Langford
(Chairperson), Margaret Zheng, Laurie Cearr, Michael Butler, Martin Naughton, Josephine
Henry, Noeline Blackwell, Michael McGuane, Sandra Ronayne and Eugene McErlean. It is
not possible to calculate the saving to the State regarding unclaimed expenses.

Pensions Board

Mr. Kevin Finucane, a member of the Pensions Board, has volunteered to waive his fee
resulting in a combined saving for 2011 and 2012 of €15,390.

Ms Patricia Murphy is the Department’s representative on the board and she is not entitled
to any fees.

Social Welfare Tribunal

No remuneration is paid to the members of the Social Welfare Tribunal. The Tribunal meets
only when and where required in order to deal with claims for Jobseeker’s Allowance or
Jobseeker’s Benefit made in the context of an industrial dispute. Members can claim fees for
attending hearings or meetings and are also entitled to claim for travel and subsistence
expenses, where appropriate. It has not been necessary to hold meetings or hearings for a
considerable time as there have been no claims associated with industrial disputes which
required the attention of the Tribunal.

Office of the Ombudsman

The Office of the Ombudsman does not have a board and therefore no expenses in relation
to the board members occur.

Ministerial Transport

428. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a
breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in 2011; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [11906/12]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A Cabinet decision was made in March
2011 confining the use of State cars with effect from the 01 May 2011 and accordingly I now
use my own car for official business. The travel/mileage allowance rates payable depend on the
car engine size and also incorporate a number of expense elements associated with the cost of
running a car. These cost elements include insurance, full membership of AA/RAC, road tax
and licence. The engine size of my car is 1400cc and the rate applicable is 46.25 cent per
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kilometre. The costs which I have claimed since the 01 May 2011 to 31 Dec 2011 amount to
€ 5,825.92.

I have two civilian drivers, both on a remuneration rate of €631.75 per week. The total
salary costs involved was €34,924.70. They may also claim travel and subsistence allowances, in
accordance with Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regulations, for necessary
absences on official duties from home and headquarters. Total cost of travel and subsistence
claimed by my drivers to 31 Dec 2011 is €733.25. The total cost incurred in all of the above
amounts to €41,483.87.

Hare Coursing

429. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his policy
on hare coursing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11054/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Hare coursing in
the State is administered by the Irish Coursing Club, a body set up under the Greyhound
Industry Act 1958. Statutory responsibility for the Act is a matter for the Minister for Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine. My responsibilities under the Wildlife Acts relate to the con-
servation of populations of certain protected species, including hares. Where a licence to cap-
ture and tag hares under the Wildlife Acts is required, each licence application is dealt with
individually, having regard to the conservation impact on the species. My Department has
granted such licences to the Irish Coursing Club, on behalf of their affiliated clubs, in relation
to the holding of coursing meetings during the 2011/2012 season.

Stag Hunting

430. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his policy
on stag hunting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11055/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Wildlife
(Amendment) Act 2010 made it an offence to hunt a deer with two or more dogs. This legis-
lation had the purpose of banning stag hunting by riders and hounds. I will continue to keep
all provisions of the Wildlife Acts under review and introduce improvements to the law, where
appropriate. However, I have stated that one of my biggest challenges is to work towards
greater common understanding of the issues we face in protecting our natural heritage. My
Department has significant challenges before it to ensure that Ireland is in full compliance with
EU Directives on nature conservation and that we ensure that the richness of Ireland’s built
and natural heritage contributes to national economic recovery. It is my view that the resources
of my Department should be focused on those areas at this time.

Special Areas of Conservation

431. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in view
of the fact that the European Commission has said that de-designation of special areas of
conservation is possible though difficult, if any progress has been made on the issue of possible
de-designation of certain raised bogs and the designation of other raised bogs of a comparable
quality that are owned by the State or Bord na Móna; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11376/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Article 9 of the
Habitats Directive provides for de-designation of Special Areas of Conservation. According to
the Directive, this is only permissible where it is warranted by natural developments noted as
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a result of the surveillance undertaken by the Member State. Natural developments are under-
stood to mean situations where habitats may be damaged by erosion, landslides or other occur-
rences in nature. Any de-designation would require the agreement of the European Com-
mission and be undertaken on the basis of clear scientific evidence. On foot of discussions with
Commission officials, my Department’s clear understanding is that the provisions of Article 9
do not apply to the situation in regard to turf-cutting on raised bog SACs in Ireland where
damage has been caused by manmade drainage and extraction.

Wildlife Protection

432. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his views
on hedge cutting policy; if reform is planned in this area; if he will provide an update on current
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10594/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Wildlife Acts
1976 to 2010 prohibit the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction of vegetation growing on
uncultivated land or in hedges or ditches during the nesting and breeding season for birds and
wildlife, from 1 March to 31 August. This is subject to certain specific exceptions, one of which
permits these activities during the prohibited period on grounds of public health and safety,
notably where road hazards may require hedge trimming or vegetation clearance.

Hedgerows and scrub are important as wildlife habitats and they need to be managed in the
interests of both farming and biodiversity. Accordingly, I included a commitment in the
National Biodiversity Plan 2011-2016 to review the overall policy in this area. The commitment
is to review, in co-operation with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, both
hedgerow and scrub regulation with a view to producing guidelines to encourage best practice
for hedgerow and scrub management for wildlife.

Ministerial Transport

433. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the cost
to his Department of the senior Minister’s car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31
December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he
will detail the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid
to them and all other related information, and the information should include any payment
made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10636/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The costs to my
Department arising from the use of my car for official business, including drivers’ salaries and
expenses, in the period 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011, are set out in the table. No overtime
payments were made to my drivers in respect of this period:

Table

Official mileage paid in respect of Minister’s car €16,130

Combined salary cost of persons employed as civilian drivers €39,168

Subsistence expenses paid to civilian drivers €11,937

Total cost of service from 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 €67,236

Wildlife Protection

434. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if
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he will ensure that the extra €20,000 funding for the capture of feral mink will be used in
humane capture practices and that the bounties will engage in only humane practices; if he will
address the scope and strategy involved in the capturing of feral mink and the conservation of
wildlife under threat of the non-indigenous feral mink population; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10651/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): A report published
by my Department in 2009 estimated the population of wild mink in the State could reach a
total of between 20,500 and 33,500 individuals, and identified ground-nesting birds as the spec-
ies most vulnerable to mink predation. Accordingly, my Department is concentrating its
resources on protecting the nesting sites of rare and threatened bird species, including red-
throated diver, corncrake, grey partridge, waders and terns, from a range of predators, including
mink. Experience has shown that targeted control of predators at specific times can have a
significant benefit to the breeding success of these bird species.

With regard to the particular funding referred to by the Deputy, I requested, in granting the
funding in question to the National Association of Regional Game Councils (NARGC), that,
as far as it is possible, special attention should be given to the counties of Donegal, Galway,
Mayo and Kerry to enhance work in those areas where my Department has been concentrating
its own efforts. My Department is particularly aware of the potential impacts of mink control
on non-target species, especially otter, pine marten and stoat. The funding, therefore, is being
provided to the NARGC with a strong reminder that these other species are protected. Accord-
ingly, even accidental capture of such species while targeting mink would be an offence and
only acceptable legal forms of live traps can be used, with snares and fentraps expressly
forbidden.

Turbary Rights

435. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
reason landowners have to apply for a permit for cutting turf on natural heritage area Kilronan
Mountain, County Roscommon, using an excavator and turf hopper. [10675/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Wildlife Acts
provide for the protection of natural heritage areas. If the Deputy wishes to submit details of
the issue in question, I will revert to him directly.

Ministerial Transport

436. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage
expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and
the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10795/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Details in relation
to claims for official mileage submitted by me, as Minster, and by the Minister of State at my
Department since March 2011 are outlined in the Tables. It may be noted that each claim is
submitted with a signed declaration of mileage undertaken in an official capacity during the
period in question and is checked by a senior official before payment is authorised.
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Official mileage for Minister Jimmy Deenihan, T.D.

Period covered Kms Payment

May 2011 6,741 €3,888

Jun 2011 7,704 €2,192

Jul 2011 9,846 €2,802

Aug 2011 7,151 €2,035

Sep 2011 8,830 €2,513

Oct 2011 7,932 €2,257

Nov 2011 7,923 €2,254

Dec 2011 7,291 €2,075

Jan 2012 6,472 €3,812

69,890 €23,828

Official mileage for Minister of State Dinny McGinley, T.D.

Period covered Kms Payment

30 Apr — 30 May 2011 5,653 €1,608

30 May — 30 Jun 2011 6,619 €1,883

30 Jun — 09 Aug 2011 7,099 €2,020

09 Aug — 01 Oct 2011 6,816 €1,939

01 Oct — 31 Oct 2011 6,450 €1,835

01 Nov — 15 Dec 2011 8,073 €2,297

15 Dec — 28 Jan 2012 5,648 €1,607

46,358 €13,189

It is not feasible to provide details in relation to each individual trip undertaken.

Departmental Funding

437. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
State supports and assistance that were provided to the reopening of the Lighthouse Cinema,
Dublin 7 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10841/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): No financial sup-
ports or assistance were provided by my Department or agencies in its remit to this reopening.

Departmental Expenditure

438. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide the total amount each Government Minister, Minister of State and senior
civil servant has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the
Ministers and Ministers of State and in the calendar year of 2011 with regard to senior civil
servants. [10849/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht was established on 2 June
2011 and the collation of information for the purposes of replying to the Deputy’s Question
related to that timeframe only. It was also assumed for the purposes of replying to the Question
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that senior civil servants would be defined as officers of the rank of Assistant Secretary and
higher. Entertainment is not defined as including costs incurred in relation to events such as
official receptions or launches. I am advised that no entertainment expenditure was incurred
since 2 June 2011 by me, by Minister of State McGinley, or by the relevant senior civil servants
at my Department.

Foras na Gaeilge

439. D’fhiafraigh Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil
sé i gceist ag an gComhairle Aireachta Thuaidh/Theas treoir a thabhairt d’Fhoras na Gaeilge
leanacht den infheistíocht a bhíá déanamh aige in úsáid na teicneolaíochta faisnéise i dtaca le
forbairt na Gaeilge go mór mór ó thaobh luathscríbhneoireacht na teanga, sintéis na Gaeilge
agus deiseanna ríomhaireachta chun litriú Gaeilge a cheartú, agus ábhar eile mar é; agus an
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [10904/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny
McGinley): Aithnítear go mbaineann tábhacht nach beag le nuálaíocht i réimse na teicneolaí-
ochta faisnéise chun an Ghaeilge a fhorbairt don aonú haois is fiche. Dá réir sin, tá dul chun
cinn mór déanta ag Foras na Gaeilge sa réimse seo le blianta beaga anuas. Mar shampla, bhí
ról lárnach ag Foras na Gaeilge i bhforbairt na dtionscadal seo a leanas:

— Bunachar náisiúnta téarmaíochta don Ghaeilge — www.focal.ie — agus dlúthdhiosca
den phríomhbhailiúchán téarmaíochta forbartha mar áis don té gan cheangal idirlín;

— Sintéiseoir Gaeilge don dá mhór-chanúint, Uladh agus Connacht;

— Cuimhní aistriúcháin — MemoQ — chomh maith le traenáil ina n-úsáid;

— Cúrsa oiliúna ar line d’aistritheoirí atá creidiúnaithe ag Ollscoil na hÉireann Má
Nuad;

— Siollabas do theagasc na Gaeilge ag an tríú leibhéal — www.teagascnagaeilge.ie;

— Leaganacha de Microsoft i nGaeilge — le híoslodáil saor in aisce ó shuíomh
Microsoft;

— Tuarthéacs; feidhmchlár thuarthéacs do ghutháin Vodafone; agus tionscadal guthán
a chuireann nua-théarmaíocht i nGaeilge ar fáil — www.getthefocal.com;

— Leagan leictreonach den Fhoclóir Nua Béarla/Gaeilge a bheidh ar fáil faoi dheireadh
na bliana 2012.

Is féidir liom a dheimhniú go bhfaigheann an Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas tuairiscí
rialta ó Fhoras na Gaeilge maidir leis an dul chun cinn atáá dhéanamh sna réimsíéagsúla atá
idir lámha aige, lena n-áirítear úsáid na teicneolaíochta faisnéise i bhforbairt na Gaeilge. Lean-
faidh an Chomhairle leis an tacaíocht don réimse oibre sin, de réir mar is cuí, i gcomhthéacs
tosaíochtaí eile mar aon le cúrsaí buiséid.

Plean Straitéise don Ghaeltacht

440. D’fhiafraigh Michael P. Kitt den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén bhéim
atá ar phoist a chur ar fáil sa Ghaeltacht sa “Plean Gníomhaíohcta le haghaidh Post, 2012”; cén
plean straitéise atá ann don Ghaeltacht; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [10923/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny
McGinley): Tá sé mar aidhm ag an bPlean Gnímh le haghaidh Post 2012 , a foilsíodh i mí
Feabhra 2012, tacú ar bhealach uileghabhálach le deiseanna fostaíochta a ghiniúint ar fud an
Stáit. Chuige sin, cuimsíonn gníomhartha an phlean chun poist a sheachadadh gach Roinn
Rialtais agus os cionn 35 áisíneacht agus oifig Stáit, mo Roinnse agus Údarás na Gaeltachta
san áireamh.

Sonraíonn an plean dá réir go mbeidh baint ag Údarás na Gaeltachta le gníomhartha ar leith
atáábhartha dá fheidhmeanna, go háirithe i ndáil le forbairt a dhéanamh ar earnálacha nid-
eoige, mar shampla, uisceshaothrú, próiseáil éisc, turasóireacht chultúrtha, na healaíona, na
tionscail chruthaitheacha, an tionscal closamhairc agus na meáin dhigiteacha. Aithníonn an
plean fosta an múnla rathúil atá forbartha ag Údarás na Gaeltachta cheana chun tacú le pobail
áitiúla deiseanna fostaíochta a aimsiú, go háirithe i gcomhthéacs na n-acmhainní nádúrtha atá
ar fáil dóibh.

Tá suim iomlán de €19.082m curtha ar fáil i Vóta mo Roinne d’Údarás na Gaeltachta don
bhliain reatha chun cuidiú leis a chuid spriocanna a bhaint amach. Anuas air sin, tá cead ag
Údarás na Gaeltachta an fáltas a fhaightear ó dhíol maoine a athinfheistiú ina chláir chaipitil.
Tuigim go mbeidh fáil ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ar circa€5m eile i mbliana chun na críche sin.

D’fhógair Údarás na Gaeltachta ina ráiteas deireadh bliana ar 23 Eanáir 2012 go bhfuil sé
ag súil, leis na hacmhainní atá ar fáil dó, go gceadófar tograí nua i rith na bliana a chruthóidh
thart ar 700 post nua. I rith 2012, díreoidh straitéis fhiontraíochta an Údaráis ar thacaíocht a
sholáthar dá chomhlachtaí reatha, infheistíocht bhreise a lorg ó chliantchuideachtaí nua agus
reatha, agus tacú le fiontair a bheidh bunaithe ar acmhainní nádúrtha. Cuirfear béim ar leith
ar an bhfostaíocht a cailleadh i gceantair áirithe le roinnt blianta anuas a athchur agus ar an
bhfostaíocht sa Ghaeltacht a thabhairt ar ais chuig leibhéil a bhí ann roimhe seo.

Turbary Rights

441. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a person
(details supplied) in County Clare will be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10927/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The land referred
to in the Deputy’s Question is situated is one of 24 raised bog special areas of conservation
(SACs) affected, from the end of last year, by the cessation of turf cutting for reasons of
environmental protection under the EU Habitats Directive. In April 2011, the Government
announced a redress package for those affected by the cessation of turf cutting in such cases.
The package offers qualifying turf cutters the option of a financial payment of €1,000 per year,
index linked, over 15 years or, where feasible, relocation to non-designated bogs, where they
can continue to cut turf. Those wishing to relocate can avail of the financial payment or the
delivery of cut turf while relocation sites are identified and prepared. The cost of acquiring and
preparing relocation sites will be met by the State.

In December 2011, my Department wrote to known owners of land and rights in the 24
SACs to inform them of the cessation of turf cutting in these sites and to invite applications
for compensation. Advertisements have also been placed in local and national papers. The
deadline for the receipt of applications for compensation is the end of February 2012.

442. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
reason current legislation only applies and is directed by the National Parks and Wildlife
Service at small farmer holders rather than commercial peat operations; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11375/12]
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Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Commercial peat
extraction operations have been prohibited from Special Areas of Conservation and Natural
Heritage Areas since 1999. In areas outside such sites, peat extraction is governed through the
planning system and requirements for Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control licensing.
Under the provisions of a derogation given in 1999 by the then Minister, turf-cutting by individ-
uals for their own domestic supply was allowed to continue on raised bog SACs for a period
of ten years. This period has now elapsed. No further turf-cutting can occur on these bogs
without express legal consent. I have put in place a scheme to provide compensation to affected
turf-cutters or to facilitate their relocation to alternative non-designated bogs where they can
continue to cut turf.

Departmental Advertising

443. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the pro-
cess; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11501/12]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht was established on 2 June
2011 and the collation of information for the purposes of replying to the Deputy’s Question
relates to that timeframe only. I can advise the Deputy that my Department has placed no
advertisements in national newspapers for job vacancies during the period in question.

In relation to the bodies funded from the Department’s Vote, the details sought by the
Deputy, as advised to my Department, are set out in the table. It may be noted that in the
case of the North South bodies, advertisements were placed in both jurisdictions — North
and South.

State Body No. of posts filled to date Advertising costs Number of Ads
Placed in National

Newspapers

Irish Museum of Modern Art 1 new entrant €11,755 1

National Gallery of Ireland 3 new entrants €28,926 4

The Arts Council 1 new entrant €22,350 5

Waterways Ireland 16 new entrants €5,941 5

Foras na Gaeilge 3 new entrants €20,350 18
5 from civil and public service

Ulster-Scots Agency 1 new entrant €14,647 (£12,010)* 4

*Exchange rate used €1.00 = £0.82

Energy Conservation

444. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the reason for delays in processing applications for the warmer homes scheme; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10739/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Better
Energy: Warmer Homes delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to households that are
vulnerable to energy poverty. The scheme is managed on behalf of my Department by the
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and delivered through a range of Community
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Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a panel of private contractors in order to ensure
national coverage.

The SEAI are in the process of contract renewal with the network of Community Based
Organisations (CBOs) with a view to concluding negotiations at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity. In addition, an Invitation to Tender was recently published by the SEAI to establish a
new panel of private contractors to augment this network. The public procurement process
through the Official Journal of the European Union will take a number of weeks to conclude
and a panel should be in place by early in Quarter Two.

The SEAI advises that there are a total of 10,382 homes on the national waiting list as of 13
February 2012. Service delivery plans, within the available 2012 budget, are currently being
finalised. Households on the waiting list on 31 December 2011 will be retrofitted according to
their position on the waiting list.

2012 will mark a shift in emphasis on the Better Energy: Warmer Homes scheme to take
account of the Government’s Affordable Energy Strategy, which I launched last November.
Heretofore, applicants were considered eligible for retrofit measures if they met defined
criteria, such as eligibility for the National Fuel Scheme. All successful applicants were placed
on a waiting list and addressed in rotation. The focus in 2012 will shift to addressing those
households identified as being in extreme energy poverty as a priority; such households typi-
cally spend over 20% of their disposable income on energy services. This will ensure that those
most in need receive the benefit of energy efficiency measures first.

Appointments to State Boards

445. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if the positions for non-ministerial appointment membership of the board of Inland
Fisheries Ireland were advertised; if so, where; and the number of persons that applied.
[11279/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Section
12 of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 (No 10 of 2010) provides for the appointment of three
members to the Board of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) on the nomination of the Joint
Oireachtas Committee. The Committee, through the Public Appointments Service, sought
expressions of interest for the three positions from individuals who had recognised expertise
or a track record in one or more of the areas set out in the Act. As I had no direct involvement
in that process I am not in a position to supply the information requested.

Telecommunications Services

446. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the steps being taken, and the timescale, to roll out broadband access to a location
(details supplied) in County Meath. [10599/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been liberalised since 1999 and thus the delivery of
broadband services is a matter, in the first instance, for private sector commercial operators
which are licensed and regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Communi-
cations Regulation (ComReg).

The Government has undertaken a number of initiatives to bring broadband to those parts
of the country where operators have been unable to offer services on a commercial basis. In
the case of one such intervention, namely the National Broadband Scheme (NBS), services are
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available since October 2010 from the NBS service provider, 3, to persons with a fixed residence
or fixed business in each of the 1,028 Electoral Divisions (ED) designated to be covered under
the Scheme. The general area of Greetiagh, Bohermeen, County Meath encompasses two EDs;
namely Ardbraccan ED (Ref: 167002) and Martry ED (Ref: 167060). Ardbraccan ED is in the
NBS Coverage Area and Martry ED falls outside of the NBS Coverage Area.

The EU State Aid and competition rules govern how States can intervene in areas where
existing service providers operate. Accordingly, the NBS is prohibited from providing a service
in served areas where to do so would give rise to an unacceptable level of market distortion.
The mapping exercise undertaken by my Department at the time of designing the NBS in 2008,
found that broadband services were available in Martry ED and consequently the ED was
excluded from the Scheme.

Should residents in the general area of Greetiagh Bohermeen, County Meath, wish to check
if their premises is in in the NBS Coverage Area, they can do so by contacting 3 by telephone
at 1800 944791 or by using the Coverage Check facitlity on 3’s website at the following link:
http://www.three.ie/contractstore/shop/flow/BroadbandCoverageCheck.aspx

The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched last year in recognition of the fact that
despite the widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained indi-
vidual premises that were unable to receive broadband provision, due to technical difficulties
such as line of sight issues. This Scheme, which is being rolled out this year, is aimed at making
a basic broadband service available to those individual un-served premises in rural non-NBS
areas who wish to avail of such services. The combination of private investment and State
interventions means that Ireland will meet the EU Commission’s “Digital Agenda for Europe”
target of having a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

The Government accepts that the widespread availability of high speed broadband is a key
requirement in delivering future economic and social development. With basic broadband
services now widely available across Ireland, the challenge is to accelerate the roll out of high
speed services. The Next Generation Broadband Taskforce, which I convened last summer,
has an important role to play in this regard. It comprises the CEOs of all of the major telecom-
munications companies operating in the Irish market, as well as CEOs of some other companies
that provide broadband services. The Taskforce will conclude its deliberations shortly. I intend
to consider the findings and recommendations of the report of the Taskforce as quickly as
possible and to make a submission to Government in this regard. It is my objective to move
quickly thereafter to put in place the optimal policy environment for the delivery of high
speed broadband.

447. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the excessive telephone costs involved for not-
for-profit community-based organisations operating helpline services to vulnerable persons on
a cross-Border basis; if he and his Northern Ireland counterpart have any plans to address the
expense of making calls on this basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10663/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
telephone costs charged to not-for-profit community-based organisations operating helpline
services, including on a cross-border basis, is a commercial matter between service providers
offering such services and telephony service providers.

448. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the percentage of small and medium enterprises that have access to broadband
internet. [10684/12]
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Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Spec-
ific statistics on broadband uptake by SMEs are not currently gathered. It is known however,
that as of mid-2011 for Enterprises in Ireland (with 10 or more employees), 91% had a broad-
band connection (source: Central Statistics Office Information Society Statistics 2011). These
statistics are based on a survey of e-commerce and ICT usage by enterprises that was conducted
by the Central Statistics Office in the first half of 2011.

There is a mounting body of evidence illustrating the value to enterprises in general, and
SMEs in particular, of getting on-line and taking advantage of the enormous commercial poten-
tial offered by the Internet, especially in the areas of online marketing and commerce.

Part of the work currently being undertaken by the Next Generation Broadband Taskforce
includes examining ways of boosting Internet usage, particularly among the segments of Irish
society that have been identified as being digitally disengaged. The SME sector is seen as an
important focus and I expect that there will be recommendations emanating from the Task
Force Report specifically focussing on the need to address this issue. I note also that there are
a number of private sector initiatives currently being rolled out to assist small businesses in
availing of the opportunities that the Internet presents.

I expect that the recommendations of the Task Force and experience of existing initiatives
will help to inform policy on the roll out and take-up of broadband services to the benefit of
society and economy generally.

Ministerial Transport

449. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were
claimed for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in
mileage expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March
2011, and the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10797/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Infor-
mation requested by the Deputy is outlined in the tables below:

Minister Rabbitte

Amount € Mileage Month

1,849.82 3,969 May

858.36 3,016 June

2,578.14 4,666 July

122.95 432 August

1,006.64 3,535 September

814.79 2,860 October

984.60 3,458 November

996.64 3,500 December

0 0 January 2012

0 0 February 2012

Total 9,211.94 Total 25,436

A 10% deduction is made each month for mileage not related to the Office of the Minister.

256



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

Minister of State O’Dowd

Amount € Mileage Month

1,394.68 4,900 March

2,422.46 4,101 May

2,117.85 4,929 June

902.25 3,170 July

0 0 August

1,943.89 6,830 September

884.32 3,107 October

1,435.45 5,043 November

360.52 1,266 December

2,475.62 4,191 January 2012

0 0 February 2012

Total 13,937.04 Total 37,537

A 25% deduction is made each month for mileage not related to the Office of the Minister of
State. With regard to the Deputy’s request for a full list of trips for which mileage expenses
were claimed I wish to inform the Deputy that the basis upon which Ministers record their
mileage does not require them to list individual trips.

Departmental Expenditure

450. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide the total amount each Government Minister, junior Mini-
ster and senior civil servant has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the
case of Ministers and junior Ministers and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior
civil servants. [10851/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the table below:

Amount

Minister Rabbitte €83.35

Minister O’Dowd €113.63

Deputy Secretary General *€1,478.81

*The expenditure in question relates to the hosting by the Department of a working dinner on 27 September 2011
for the 12 members of the International Energy Agency country Review team visiting Ireland to undertake the five-
yearly IEA Review of Ireland’s Energy Policy. The dinner was also attended by the Chair and Commissioner of
the Commission for Energy Regulation, the CEO of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland and three Depart-
ment officials (including the Deputy Secretary General).

Telecommunications Services

451. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will consider subsidising the cost of enabling Eircom exchanges to provide
broadband to customers in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10880/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been open to competition since late 1999 and has

257



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Pat Rabbitte.]

succeeded in attracting many of the major international players in addition to a high number
of indigenous service providers.

There is no national direct State involvement in the Communications Market. State involve-
ment tends to arise in the provision of services in cases of clear market failure (for example
through the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) and the current Rural Broadband Scheme
(RBS). Such interventions are always subject to EU State Aid rules, which require the State
to demonstrate market failure and to be technology-neutral and company-neutral in procur-
ing services.

Eircom is a private company and clearly has a major role in the broadband market. It is
therefore not possible for the State to in any way subsidise investment in this (or any other
company’s) infrastructure without distorting competition and breaching EU competition rules.

As a consequence of continued private sector investment and the implementation of the
Government’s NBS and RBS, Ireland will meet the EU Commission’s “Digital Agenda for
Europe” target of having a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013.

With basic broadband services now widely available across Ireland, the challenge is to accel-
erate the roll out of high speed services. The Next Generation Broadband Taskforce which I
convened last summer has an important role to play in this regard. It comprises the CEOs of
all of the major telecommunications companies operating in the Irish market, as well as CEOs
of some other companies that provide broadband services. The Taskforce will conclude its
deliberations shortly. I intend to consider the findings and recommendations of the report of
the Taskforce as quickly as possible and to make a submission to Government in this regard.
It is my objective to move quickly thereafter to put in place the optimal policy environment
for the delivery of high speed broadband.

Departmental Agencies

452. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans for the future of the Digital Hub Development Agency, particularly in the
context of the proposal contained in public service reform that the DHDA should be merged
with Enterprise Ireland and IDA; the progress made with regard to this proposal; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to companies operating within the Hub that are concerned about the
uncertainty regarding its future; if he is concerned that the uncertainty might inhibit enterprises
from locating in the Hub; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10911/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I refer
the Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 491 of the 11 January last.

In that reply I indicated that discussions with relevant stakeholders, including the Digital
Hub Development Agency (DHDA), the IDA and Enterprise Ireland would be advanced
urgently in the context of the announcement on 17 November last. I also advised the Deputy
that the process would also take account of a Strategic Review of the Digital Hub by my
Department.

In the intervening period my officials have met a number of the relevant stakeholders and I
have also met with the DHDA CEO and some of his senior management team.

This process of stakeholder engagement, which includes the DHDA management, is continu-
ing with a view to informing decisions on the long term future of the agency.

Regarding any concerns that companies operating within the Digital Hub or any prospective
companies considering locating there may have, I re-iterate my view that the Digital Hub is
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playing an important role in promoting employment and new opportunities in the digital media
sector. The Government’s recently published Action Plan for Jobs also recognises the role of
the Digital Hub in sustaining new jobs and enterprise. It is my intention that any new govern-
ance model that emerges over the coming months will continue to maintain and support the
valuable work of the DHDA.

Gas Exploration

453. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding a company; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11046/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I refer
the Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 134 of 18 January 2012.

The decision on the regulatory treatment of the gas interconnectors is statutorily a matter
for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) under the Gas (Interim) (Regulation) Act
2002. I have no function in the matter. The CER, as the independent energy regulator has a
remit to protect energy consumers, ensure security of supply and support competitiveness. It
also has a duty to ensure that new sources of gas for the Irish market do not result in unwar-
ranted increases in the price of gas to business and domestic consumers. I am aware that on
the 17th February the CER published a Proposed Decision Paper on the issue of the regulatory
treatment of the gas interconnectors. Together with all players and potential players in Ireland’s
gas market, Shannon LNG has a key commercial interest in the outcome of the CER’s ultimate
decision on this very complex regulatory question and given the complexities there are many
different perspectives on this issue.

The CER has announced that it intends to hold one further Public Forum for stakeholders
on the 1st March. Given the multiplicity of perspectives on the matter, I expect that all stake-
holders will be attending the Forum.

In tandem, stakeholders have the additional opportunity to respond to the CER by the 16th
March on the matters raised in the Proposed Decision Paper. At the end of this period, the
CER will assess all comments received and publish a final decision. I understand that the CER
expects a final decision to be available by the end April. The CER’s decision will bring the
regulatory certainty which is needed by all stakeholders in the gas market including those with
investment decisions to make.

Energy Conservation

454. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if there is any assistance available to help a community centre (details supplied)
build a fully passive centre and to open it as a showcase for best practice in energy conservation;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11160/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
Better Energy Programme administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI) is designed to incentivise energy efficiency upgrades in existing buildings that were
constructed prior to the introduction of the current Building Regulations.

As the proposal to build a fully passive community centre at Kielduff is a new construction
project, there is no grant assistance under SEAI’s Programmes to incentivise energy efficient
performance standards over and above those set out in the Building Regulations for new
buildings.
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Post Office Network

455. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources if a review is under way with a view to closing rural post offices; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11285/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Matters relating to the post office network, including post office closures, are an operational
matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no statutory
function.

456. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the rural post offices, if any, in County Donegal that are being considered
for closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11286/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):
Matters relating to the post office network, including post office closures, are an operational
matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no statutory
function.

Departmental Advertising

457. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacan-
cies in the civil and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited
from the process; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11503/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I can
inform the Deputy that no such recruitment process took place in my Department in the past
12 months. Two Clerical Officers were appointed from the redeployment panel in March 2011.

Information in respect of bodies and agencies under the aegis of my Department is a day to
day matter for those organisations and my Department does not have the information sought
by the Deputy. I will, however, request the relevant Agencies and bodies under the aegis of
my Department to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

Natural Gas Grid

458. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the proposals, if any, there are to extend the natural gas network to a centre (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11575/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
development and expansion of the natural gas network is in the first instance a commercial
matter for Gaslink, the subsidiary Network Company of BGE, which is mandated under
Section 8 of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, to develop and maintain a system for the supply
of natural gas that is both economical and efficient.

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is a statutory, independent body, has,
since 2002, been charged with all aspects of the assessment and licensing of prospective oper-
ators who wish to develop and/or operate a gas distribution system within the State under the
Gas (Interim) (Regulation) Act 2002. I have no direct statutory function in relation to the
connection of towns to the gas network.
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The CER, in 2006, approved a new network connections policy, which created the oppor-
tunity to reassess the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network. In order for
any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be satisfied as
a prerequisite. This policy ensures that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting the town
to the network are recouped through the actual consumption of gas and the associated tariffs.
Otherwise uneconomic projects will increase costs for all energy consumers. The policy allows
for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as part of a regional group of towns.

Having regard to CER’s current network connections policy, Bord Gáis Networks, and more
recently Gaslink, carried out a comprehensive assessment of 39 towns (including Cavan) not
already connected to the national gas network, with detailed economic analysis based on
criteria outlined in the policy. The study was published in April 2010 following approval by the
CER. The Gaslink report found that 35 towns, including Cavan, did not qualify for connection
on economic grounds.

Nevertheless, Gaslink continues to review the towns which did not qualify for connection
under the Study, and other towns, on an ongoing basis. I understand that following a recent
assessment by the CER of a Gaslink-review of Cavan, the CER found that Cavan failed to
meet the specific economic criteria to allow the town to be approved for connection to the
national gas network. The key factor which would qualify a town or group of towns in any
future review would be a significant increase in demand for natural gas, probably resulting
from the addition of a new large industrial or commercial facility.

Appointments to State Boards

459. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if any State board appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the
names of such persons; the corresponding savings to the State; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11891/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I wish
to advise the Deputy that the instruction from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
that all board members should be given the option to waive the related board fee on a dis-
cretionary basis as a matter of formal protocol has been brought to the attention of all State
Bodies under the aegis of my Department.

It is a matter for the individual board members concerned to determine whether or not they
will waive the fee. The issue of payment of fees and expenses is an operational matter for
each agency.

Ministerial Travel

460. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to
Cabinet Ministers in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11901/12]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the table:

Minister’s Mileage Costs Salary Cost for 2 Civilian Civilian Driver Expenses Total 2011
2011 Drivers 2011 2011

€9,212 €44,746 €6,280 €60,238
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Planning Issues

461. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the reason Bord Na Móna is exempt from all legislation in relation to turf
and peat extraction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10676/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 — 2011, all develop-
ment, unless specifically exempted under the Acts or associated Regulations, requires planning
permission. Article 6 and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 set
out certain classes of development which are exempt from planning permission requirements.
The exemptions are circumscribed by article 9, which places a number of general qualifications
on the availability of exemptions: e.g. where the development would impact on a national
monument.

Article 13 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2011
amended Class 17 of Schedule 2, Part 3 of the Regulations to provide that peat extraction in a
new or extended area of less than 10 hectares is exempted development for the purposes of
the Planning Acts.

However, section 17(b) of the Environmental (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 amended
section 4(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 to provide that development is not be
exempted development if an environmental impact assessment or an appropriate assessment
of the development is required.

The extraction of peat in the course of business which involves an area exceeding 50 hectares
is an integrated pollution prevention and control (IPPC) activity licensable by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency under the Environmental Protection Agency Acts 1992 to 2011.

There is no general planning exemption for development undertaken by Bord Na Móna.

Motor Taxation

462. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will introduce a monthly instalment payment option for motor tax-
ation, thus affording those who wish to tax their car for a year can do so by monthly instalments
and can gain the benefit of the lower tax charge applied to the purchase of a full years car tax.;
his views that the difference between the rate paid for car tax on a three monthly basis and on
a one year basis is now much greater than in the past and that it now hits those who are on
lower incomes harder than in the past; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10837/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
There are no plans to introduce a monthly instalment payment option for motor tax.

The rates of duty currently applicable to half-year and quarterly discs are 55.5% and 28.25%
of the annual rate respectively. These relativities have remained generally constant since the
1960s, although they were reduced to 55% and 27.5% respectively in the period between 1992
and 2001.

The estimated annual income from the increased charges for half-year and quarterly discs is
in the region of €20m. Were changes to be introduced to charge for these discs on a pro-rata
basis, the loss in income would have to be compensated for elsewhere in the motor tax system,
or through the taxation system generally.
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With regard to the remaining points raised in the question, I refer to the reply to Question
No. 429 of 21 February 2012.

Proposed Legislation

463. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government when he proposes to introduce the legislation which will allow for a
reduction in the voting age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11651/12]

511. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the electoral system; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11084/12]

512. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the introduction of a list system; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11085/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 463, 511 and 512 together.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment that the Government will establish
a Constitutional Convention with a brief to consider and report within 12 months on, among
other items, review of the Dáil electoral system and reducing the voting age to 17. The
Taoiseach will shortly be meeting the Opposition to consult them on the Government’s pro-
posals for the structure, operation and membership of the Convention.

Local Authority Charges

464. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if a vacant property in County Galway which is uninhabitable is liable for the
household charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10601/12]

530. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if derelict properties which are exempt from the €200 charge on non-principal
private residences are also exempt from the household charge; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11266/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 464 and 530 together.

The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Charges)
Act 2009, as amended, set out the legislation underpinning the household charge and the charge
on non-principal private residences respectively.

The legislation places the charges under the care and management of the local authorities,
and application in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local authority. Interpre-
tation of the legislation is a matter for legal advice in individual cases and ultimately a matter
for the Courts.

The definition of “residential property” in section 2(1) of the Acts is relevant when consider-
ing whether a property that is not used or lived in is liable to the charges.

The Acts contain a common definition of “residential property” as a “ ... building that is
situated in the State and that is occupied, or suitable for occupation, as a separate dwelling ... ”.
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There are a number of indicators as to what makes a property suitable for occupation for
the purposes of determining liability to the charges. The indicators include the structure of the
property, whether or not it has a roof, whether or not it is so affected by dampness as to render
it unsuitable for habitation, and whether or not it has sanitary facilities, including a water closet
and water supply. A property that is not suitable for occupation should not be regarded as a
residential property within the meaning of the Acts.

The Acts place the onus on an owner of a residential property to assess his or her liability
to the charges on the relevant liability dates and, if liable, to declare that liability and to pay
the charges in respect of that property by the due dates.

Water and Sewerage Schemes

465. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding a sewerage scheme (details supplied). [10612/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): A
comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure has been approved for County
Limerick in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012, a copy of which
is available in the Oireachtas Library. The total value of contracts underway and those pro-
posed for commencement during the period of the Programme in County Limerick is some
€29 million.

The Dromcollogher Sewerage Scheme comprising contracts for a wastewater treatment plant
(Design Build Operate) and Network is included among the contracts to start during the period
of the Programme at a total estimated cost of €5 million.

I understand that Limerick County Council will shortly be submitting a revised Preliminary
Report for the Dromcollogher Sewerage Scheme to my Department. Once approved, the
Council can then proceed with the preparation of contract documents for the scheme.

Ministerial Transport

466. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the cost to his Department of the senior Ministers car in the period relating to 1
June 2011 to 31 December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior
Minister; if he will detail the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel
expenses paid to them and all other related information, and the information should include
any payment made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10640/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): In
line with Government policy, I do not use a state car. My Department has employed two
civilian drivers since May 2011 for driving duties in my own car in line with approved arrange-
ments. Details of the salaries and the travelling and subsistence expenses paid to the two drivers
for the period since their appointment to 31 December 2011 are set out in the table. Neither
driver was paid overtime last year:

Salary Travel and Total in 2011
Subsistence

Driver 1 — Appointed 1.5.2011 22,111.60 3,594.88 25,706.48

Driver 2 — Appointed 4.5.2011 21,858.90 5,318.60 27,177.50

Total 43,970.50 8,913.48 52,883.98
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I have received a total of €4,826.26 in mileage expenses for the period May to July 2011. I have
yet to claim mileage expenses for the remainder of 2011.

Local Authority Charges

467. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if a person (details supplied) in County Limerick is liable to pay the household
charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10652/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge. Under the
legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January 2012 is liable
to pay the household charge by 31 March 2012, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim
a waiver. The household charge is on a self assessment basis and interpretation of the legislation
is a matter for legal advice in individual cases and ultimately a matter for the Courts.

Section 3(4) of the Act provides that where a residential property is owned by two or more
persons, those persons shall be jointly and severally liable to pay the household charge in
respect of that property.

There are a number of exemptions and waivers from payment of the household charge under
the legislation. In particular, section 4(2) of the Act provides an exemption from liability to
pay the household charge for the year in which that liability date falls if, on that date, an
individual who is the owner of a residential property, which was that person’s main or sole
residence, is not residing in that property by reason of his or her having had to vacate the
property due to long term mental or physical infirmity and that person is residing in another
property that he/she does not own.

Section 4(6) of the Act defines the meaning of “long term mental or physical infirmity” as
that which required the person to vacate the property in which he/she had been dwelling for a
continuous period of more than 12 months and provides that such an infirmity must be certified
by a registered medical practitioner.

Waste Management

468. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will explain the €100 standard charge that a company (details supplied) is
charging customers and yet not providing adequate service. [10672/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The charges applied by waste management companies are a matter between those companies
and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and other relevant
legislation, particularly the conditions attached to each waste collector’s collection permit
issued by the relevant local authority under the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regu-
lations 2007, as amended. Waste collection in individual local authority areas may also be
subject to local bye-laws.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce competitive tendering
for household waste collection, under which service providers would bid to provide waste col-
lection services in a given area, for a given period of time and to a guaranteed level of service.

A public consultation designed to inform the policy development process concluded in
September 2011. A large number of responses were received from a broad spectrum of
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interests. A consensus is not apparent and, on almost all of the relevant issues, a considerable
breadth of opinion was expressed. All of the responses received, in addition to a summary
document, are available on my Department’s website, www.environ.ie.

I expect to be in a position to submit final proposals in relation to household waste collection
to Government by Easter this year. All policy proposals will be carefully considered by Govern-
ment and will take account of the full range of issues and perspectives. Issues including pricing
structures, value for money and service standards will be considered in this context.

EU Directives

469. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government when he intends to bring forward legislation to ensure the correct implementation
of Directive 85/337/EC on environmental impact assessments; if he is confident that the
deficiencies identified by the European Court of Justice when giving its judgement against
Ireland in Case-50/09 in March 2011, in relation to co-ordinated decision making procedures,
have been rectified by the relevant statutory authorities and that these authorities have cor-
rectly implemented the directive since the date of the Court’s judgement; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [10691/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): In
March 2011, the Court of Justice of the European Union found against Ireland in Case C-50/09
to the effect that Ireland had:

(1) not fully transposed Article 3 of Council Directive 85/337/EC on the assessment of the
effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as amended (commonly
known as the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive);

(2) excluded demolition works from the scope of Irish legislation transposing the EIA
Directive; and

(3) not fully met its decision-making obligations pursuant to the EIA Directive in relation
to projects involving a dual consent, that is, both a land use consent and a pollution control
consent.

In respect of (1) above, sections 53 and 54 of the Planning and Development (Amendment)
Act 2010 directly transpose Article 3 of the EIA Directive into Irish planning legislation. Fur-
thermore, acknowledging the wider applicability of Article 3 to other consent systems provided
for in Irish law, my Department, in consultation with other Departments, is currently in the
process of engaging on these other legislative consent processes outside the planning system to
ensure full and correct transposition of Article 3 in those codes.

In respect of (2) above, developing on the legislative amendments contained in the Planning
and Development Regulations 2008, the Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2)
Regulations 2011 provide that the category of ‘works of demolition’ now requires EIA. I under-
stand that the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is examining the scope for
legislative reform as it relates to EIA in the context of its National Monuments legislation.

In respect of (3) above, my Department is currently considering possible amending legislation
which would prohibit an applicant from submitting a stand-alone environmental licence appli-
cation to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in certain cases unless it is clearly
established that mandatory or sub-threshold EIA is not required in respect of the proposed
activity. Conversely, if EIA is necessary, the applicant would be required to submit either a
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copy of the Environmental Impact Statement which forms parts of the planning application (to
be made to An Bord Pleanála) or a screening decision from An Bord Pleanála confirming that
EIA is not required for the proposed licensable activity. Consideration is also being given to
the inclusion of formal consultation mechanisms between the EPA and An Bord Pleanála to
further underpin the integrated decision-making process between the two agencies.

In view of the foregoing actions already taken and being expedited, and acknowledging my
Department’s ongoing consultations with the European Commission on complex legal issues,
I am confident that Ireland is addressing the findings of the court in this case in a considered
and comprehensive manner, which should ensure full and correct transposition and implemen-
tation of the EIA Directive in national legislation, and secure early resolution of the case.

Social and Affordable Housing

470. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if a review has been undertaken regarding housing issues (details supplied); and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10698/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Since the Rental Accommodation Scheme began in late 2005, some
37,757 households have transferred from rent supplement into RAS or other social housing
options. Of these 21,892 were housed directly under RAS.

Each local authority is responsible for the effective and efficient management of the scheme
within its own area, including the management of vacancies that arise. Notwithstanding this
where a vacancy does arise local authorities have three months to fill that vacancy before my
Department discontinues recoupment in respect of that accommodation.

Housing authorities are very conscious of the need to attain value for money, and particularly
so in the current economic climate. Value for money in relation to RAS can be viewed in a
number of ways and can reflect both direct and indirect financial costs and benefits. Negotiating
rent reviews and discounts along with the efficient management of RAS properties are some
of the means my Department has advised authorities to utilise to attain good value and ensure
the appropriate use of public funds. A value for money and policy review study of RAS is
currently under way and will be finalised shortly.

Local Authority Charges

471. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if approved charities are exempt from the new household charge; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [10703/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge. Under the
legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January 2012 is liable
to pay the household charge by 31 March 2012, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim
a waiver. The household charge is on a self assessment basis and interpretation of the legislation
is a matter for legal advice in individual cases and ultimately a matter for the courts.

Section 4 of the Act sets out the exemptions and waivers from the household charge. In
particular, section 4(1)(b) provides an exemption from the household charge where the
owner is—

(i) a body corporate beneficially entitled in possession, and
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(ii) an approved body within the meaning of section 848A of the Taxes Consolidation
Act 1997.

Local Government Reform

472. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will affirm his commitment to working with local government and
other community development and enterprise stakeholders to ensure that a recovering econ-
omy will result in an even distribution of opportunity; his views that there is a particular need
to target in an integrated way urban areas which face particular problems resulting from both
the economic downturn and investments in the past, problems which did not facilitate the
development of sustainable communities capable of benefiting from the period of apparent
prosperity or coping with the subsequent downturn; if he will agree that major regeneration
programmes such as in Ballymun and Limerick assist in addressing these deficits; if accordingly
he will commit to developing and implementing the Planning Aid model, as developed by the
Royal Town Planning Institute, RTPI, in the UK, and by Community Technical Aid in Ireland,
as an integral element of the regeneration process in these communities initially, and ultimately
across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10708/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government

(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Programme for Government includes a commitment to a funda-
mental reorganisation of local government structures with the aim of bringing about stronger,
more cohesive, local government with greater capacity to address challenges, maximise
efficiency and promote economic and social development. Wider policy proposals will be
brought to Government in the near future for an action programme on local government,
with particular attention being given to strengthening local government structures generally at
regional, county and sub-county levels and expanding the role of local government. The prog-
ramme will also reflect work under way in relation to alignment of local and community
development with local government and local government efficiency implementation.

The community and voluntary sector has a vital role to play in partnership with local com-
munities, State agencies and local authorities in developing sustainable communities where
local enterprise initiatives can thrive and develop into the future. Initiatives generated in the
community often address a variety of issues that influence job creation both directly and
indirectly. Under the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) the Govern-
ment supports the participation and empowerment of local communities in tackling disadvan-
tage. This Programme targets 80% of programme budgets towards the provision and coordi-
nation of education and employment supports to these communities, with the remainder
focusing on access and uptake of services and promoting the engagement of disadvantaged
communities with policy and practice. To this end some €55 million will be invested in our
communities through the LCDP in 2012.

This Government remains committed to the regeneration of the estates and communities in
our most disadvantaged areas. Despite the current adverse economic conditions and
consequent Exchequer constraints, I am continuing to prioritise funding for regeneration within
the overall social housing programme. Last year alone my Department provided €118 million
for regeneration, representing 25% of the total housing capital investment programme.

As regard planning, transparency has always been an essential part of the planning system.
Insofar as the planning application process is concerned there is a facility for the public/third
parties to make submissions, and to appeal the decision of the planning authority to An Bord
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Pleanála. In relation to development by a local authority the Planning Act and Regulations
similarly make provision for input from the public, whether in the case of decisions made by
the elected members of the local authority, or, as is the case where the development would
require assessment under the Environmental Impact Assessment or Habitats Directives, An
Bord Pleanála. The forward planning process also makes provision for statutory consultation
with the public in relation to the preparation of development plans and local area plans.

Also, my Department is advancing a significant programme of reform in the planning area
to support proper planning and sustainable development and economic renewal. The 2002
National Spatial Strategy (NSS) is a twenty-year planning framework designed to achieve a
better balance of social, economic and physical development and population growth between
regions, including the urban structure of Gateway cities and towns, Hub towns and other towns
and villages. A comprehensive review of implementation of the NSS was undertaken during
2010, culminating in the publication in October 2010 of the NSS Update and Outlook Report
(available at environ.ie); this addresses a range of issues relevant to urban areas, including the
vitality of city and town centres.

In addition, the adoption of updated Regional Planning Guidelines in 2010 for the twelve-
year period to 2022, and legislative requirements under the Planning and Development
(Amendment) Act 2010 to include new Core Strategies in development plans, are further
implementing the NSS within the forward-planning process and ensuring an appropriate policy
focus on the importance of urban areas, including city and town centres, for the long term
proper planning and sustainable development of the country.

My Department published statutory Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Resi-
dential Development in Urban Areas (Cities, Towns and Villages) in December 2008. The
Guidelines are accompanied by an Urban Design manual which sets out practical examples
and best practice.

Furthermore, I intend shortly to finalise draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Retail
Planning on foot of the submissions received during the public consultation process. These
Guidelines are aimed, inter alia, at promoting and supporting the vitality and viability of city
and town centres, and also highlight the options open to planning authorities for the operations
of Business Improvement Districts as provided by the Local Government (Business Improve-
ment Districts) Act 2006. I also intend to publish a consultation draft of planning guidelines
on Local Area Plans later this year which will also address matters relating to the vitality of
city and town centres.

I am, in addition, working in conjunction with the Department of Transport, Tourism and
Sport on a Manual for Streets which will address design guidance and standards for streetscapes
and related shared space, and will be guided by universal design and accessibility principles.

I am therefore satisfied that this policy and legislative framework, together with the suite of
existing and proposed planning guidelines, will ensure effective delivery of a sustainable policy,
but I will continue to keep under review the need for any further provisions in this regard.

Proposed Legislation

473. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government his plans to amend the Building Control Act 2007 to give recognition to
so-called grandfather architects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10724/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Part 3 of the Building Control Act 2007 sets out the detailed requirements for the registration
of persons who are permitted to use the title of Architect.
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Section 22 in particular provides for the registration, following a process of technical assess-
ment, of persons who had been performing duties commensurate with those of an architect for
a period of ten or more years prior to the commencement date of the Act and who are practi-
cally trained rather than being academically trained or qualified. The assessment process, as
set down in considerable detail in Section 22, is based solely on the assessment of work submit-
ted by the applicant.

I have no plans to amend the Act along the lines suggested.

Local Authority Charges

474. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if a person is liable to pay the household charge when part of the property is
subject to commercial rates and he or she is living in another part of this property. [10740/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge. Under the
legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January 2012 is liable
to pay the household charge by 31 March 2012, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim
a waiver. The household charge is on a self assessment basis and interpretation of the legislation
is a matter for legal advice in individual cases and ultimately a matter for the courts.

Under the legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January
2012 is liable to pay the household charge by 31 March 2012, unless otherwise exempted or
entitled to claim a waiver.

Section 2 of the Act sets out the meaning of “residential property” for the purposes of the
Act. In particular, section 2(2)(d) of the Act provides that a building that is wholly used as a
dwelling (other than a dwelling that forms part of a mixed hereditament within the meaning
of the Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1978), and in respect of which local auth-
ority rates are payable, is not a residential property for the purposes of the household charge.

475. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if Dublin City Council will seek payment from the 18,000 households who have
yet to pay their bin collection charges in view of the fact that the majority of the 140,000
households in Dublin City have paid their charges; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10774/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Operational and other implications of the transfer of household waste collection by services
Dublin City Council to a private sector waste collector are a matter for the City Council and the
waste collector. Queries on the matter should, accordingly, be addressed to the City Council.

476. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the consideration that was given and the consideration being given in relation to
the household charge and property tax for persons living in communities with privately main-
tained infrastructure, for example a gated community where a management company is respon-
sible for maintenance of roads and other amenities. [10787/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge. Under the
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legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January 2012 is liable
to pay the household charge by 31 March 2012, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim
a waiver.

Revenues from the household charge support the provision of local services. Internationally,
local services are administered by local authorities and financed by local service charges. In
Ireland, local authorities are responsible for, among other services, public parks; libraries; open
spaces and leisure amenities; planning and development; fire and emergency services; mainten-
ance and cleaning of streets and street lighting. These facilities benefit everyone.

I have recently established an inter-departmental expert group to design an equitable prop-
erty tax having regard to its terms of reference. This group has been asked to report to me by
end April, 2012. I will then bring proposals to Government for decisions on the structure and
modalities of the property tax.

Ministerial Transport

477. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were
claimed for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in
mileage expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March
2011, and the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10800/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Details of the distance travelled and related expenses paid to me and Ministers of State in my
Department in the performance of our official duties since March 2011 on a monthly basis are
set out in the table. I have yet to claim travel expenses for the period from August 2011 to
date. Minister of State O’Dowd has not yet claimed any travel expenses from my Department:

Minister Phil Hogan Minister of State Jan Minister of State Willie
O’Sullivan Penrose

Kms. € Kms. € Kms. €

March 2011 Nil Nil 1,860

April Nil Nil 3,471 2,563.40

May 3,786 2,236.39 Nil 2,945 1,771.55

June 3,526 1,814.98 Nil 3,066 1,408.28

July 2,728 776.42 Nil 4,588 1,822.87

August Nil Nil 389

September Nil Nil 1,843

October Nil Nil 3,742 2,482.07

November Nil Nil 1.961 669.68

December Nil 576 163.93 Nil

January 2012 Nil 792 467.84 Nil

February Nil Nil Nil

Note: Some travel expenses payments covered more than one month.

Details of the trips to which the above travel expenses relate for each Minister are set out in
the following Tables. The basis on which Ministers record their mileage does not require them
to list individual trips.
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Trips by Minister Hogan

Week ending Purpose of Trips

01/05/11 Official engagements in Thurles, Ennis and Clonmel

08/05/11 Leinster House and official functions in Clogh, Kilkenny, Carrick-on-Suir, Tullow
and Bantry

15/05/11 Official engagements in Bantry, Kinsale and Cork, Dublin, Kilkenny

22/05/11 Leinster House and official functions in Galway City, Headford, Limerick, Athenry,
Leixlip, Ballymote Co. Sligo and north west, Ballina, Carrick-on-Shannon, Sligo
and Dublin

27/05/11 Official functions in Dublin, Athy, Kilkenny, Piltown, Castlecomer, Waterford and
Belview, Co. Kilkenny

05/06/11 Leinster House and official functions in Dublin, Laois, Carlow and Kilkenny

12/06/11 Leinster House and official functions in Curracloe, Gorey, Thomastown, Dublin and
Limerick City

19/06/11 Official functions in Galway, Kilkenny, Carrick-on-Suir, Burnchurch and Rathvilly

26/06/11 Leinster House and official functions in Callan, Castlecomer, Portlaoise and
Kilkenny

03/07/11 Leinster House and official functions in Leighlinbridge, Carlow, Ballon, Kilkenny,
Freshford, Leixlip, Dublin, Armagh, Tullow and Kilkenny

10/07/11 Leinster House and official functions in Newmarket, Fota, Cobh, Youghal, Cork,
Kilkenny

17/07/11 Leinster House and official function in Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary

24/07/11 Leinster House and official function in Kilkenny

Trips by Minister of State O’Sullivan

Week ending Purpose of Trips

23/12/11 Dublin to Limerick, Limerick to Dublin

08/01/12 Limerick to Dublin

15/01/12 Limerick to Dublin, Leinster House and Dublin to Limerick

Trips by Minister of State Penrose

Week Ending Purpose of Trips

13/03/11 Cabinet/Dáil, Department, Custom House

20/03/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department

27/03/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department/Midland Regional Authority — Dublin,
Tullamore

03/04/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department

10/04/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department — Dublin

24/04/11 Department/Aras and Uacthtarain, Cabinet/Dáil/Department — Dublin, Westmeath

17/04/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department. Official Opening — Dublin, Longford

08/05/11 Cabinet/Dail, Sod Turning, Address Planning Institute/Visit Refuge — Dublin,
Mullingar, Galway

15/05/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department, Opening of Conference — Dublin,
Castlepollard

22/05/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department, IPAV Conference — Dublin, Cavan

29/05/11 Cabinet/Dáil — Dublin
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Week Ending Purpose of Trips

05/06/11 Meeting in Department, Cabinet/Dáil, Attend review of troops, Address CEB
Event — Dublin, Athlone, Mullingar

12/06/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department — Dublin

19/06/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil/Department — Dublin

26/06/11 Cabinet/Dail, Planning for Age Conference, Visit to Limerick Regeneration —
Dublin, Santry, Limerick

03/07/11 Department/Seminar/Cabinet, Official Opening — Dublin, Kildare

10/07/11 Department, Cabinet, Visit to Regeneration Programme and Dáil — Dublin, Sligo

17/07/11 Department/Presentation of Awards, Cabinet, Dáil — Dublin

24/07/11 Department, Cabinet/Dáil, Business Event Launch, Event at King’s Inn — Dublin,
Kinnegad

31/07/11 Department, Cabinet, Housing Launch — Dublin

28/08/11 Department, Visito to Industrial Plant, Presentation of Trophies — Dublin,
Castlepollard, Longford, Gainstown, Tyrellspass

04/09/11 Cabinet/Department, Better Town Presentations — Dublin, Longford

11/09/11 Official Opening of housing development, Rathmines, Dublin

25/09/11 Meetings, Cabinet Dail, Ploughing Championship, LAMA Seminar — Athlone,
Dublin, Kildare, Dungarvan

02/10/11 Road Opening, Cabinet/Dáil, Housing Conference — Mullingar, Dublin, Galway

09/10/11 Cabinet/Dáil, Opening of Conference/ Meeting, Strategy Launch — Dublin, Core

16/10/11 Conference, Presentation of Awards, Cabinet/Dail, Press Launch, Housing Opening,
RTPI Awards — Dublin, Mullingar, Trim

23/10/11 Housing Opening, Community House launch, visit to Housing Asssociation Centre,
Cabinet/Dáil, Launch at Croke Park, Conference Opening — Monard, Tipperary,
Tuam Galway, Dublin Mullingar

06/11/11 Cabinet/Dáil, Meeting in Custom House, Opening Address, Presentation of
Certificates — Dublin, Mullingar, Athlone

13/11/11 Cabinet/Dáil, Meeting in Custom House, Visit to Ballymun Regeneration,
Presidential Inauguration Events — Dublin, Ballymun

20/11/11 Cabinet/Dáil — Dublin

Local Authority Charges

478. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will direct all local authorities to make arrangements to accept pay-
ment of the household charge and the non-principle private residence charge in cash, as legal
tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10819/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
There is a range of options available for persons to pay the household charge. An online system
www.householdcharge.ie is in place in the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA)
to enable homeowners to pay the household charge by credit/debit card or in four instalments
of €25 by direct debit. In addition, homeowners can make payment by cheque, postal order,
credit/debit card or in four instalments of €25 by direct debit by completing the relevant pay-
ment details on the declaration form and posting it to Household Charge, PO Box 12168,
Dublin 1. Instalment payments are available by direct debit only and persons opting to pay in
this way must register their details before 1 March, 2012.

A bureau is in place in the LGMA to administer the charge on a shared service/agency
basis for all local authorities. In addition, all county/city councils have been requested to have
arrangements in place for persons to attend their principal offices to pay the household charge
up to 31 March, 2012.
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Payment of the charge on non-principal private residences may be made by credit/debit card
via the online system www.nppr.ie. In addition, persons can make payment by cheque, postal
order and credit/debit card by completing the relevant payment details on the declaration form
and posting it to NPPR PO Box 11654, Dublin 8. Persons may also pay the charge at the office
of the local authority in whose area the property concerned is situated.

I am satisfied that there are comprehensive suites of payment options available to persons
to pay the charges.

Local Authority Staff

479. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the city and county managers who will
have retired between March 2011 and the end of February 2012; the age of each city and
council manager on retirement; and the number of added years awarded to each city and county
manager as well as the amount of the special severance gratuity payment awarded. [10833/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Article 78 of the Local Government (Superannuation) (Consolidation) Scheme 1998 deals with
the pension entitlements of city and county managers.

My Department has examined the new pension terms for secretaries general to assess how
they apply to city and county managers. The implementation of new pension terms will require
legislation. The precise detail of this is currently being examined.

The information requested is outlined in the table:

Local Authority Retirement Date Age at Retirement Added Years Severance Gratuity
Manager for:

South Tipperary April 2011 65 NIL NIL

Waterford County September 2011 53 8.3754 Years €66,255.50

Limerick City February 2012 58 8.9945 Years €91,222.50

Departmental Expenditure

480. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will provide the total amount each Government Minister, Minister of
State and Senior Civil Servant has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in
the case of the Ministers and Ministers of State and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards
to senior civil servants. [10854/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The total amount spent on entertainment for official business purposes by my office and the
offices of the Ministers of State in my Department since the appointment of the new Govern-
ment are set out in the table. The table also sets out the entertainment costs incurred by the
Management Advisory Committee of my Department during 2011. A sum of €1,026.51 included
in my official entertainment costs were the costs associated with the State visit of His Serene
Highness Prince Albert of Monaco to Ireland in April 2011.

Period Meeting Expenses Official Entertainment

Minister Phil Hogan T.D. March 2011 to date €558.31 €1,272.04
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Period Meeting Expenses Official Entertainment

Minister of State Jan Dec 2011 to date €35.97 Nil
O’Sullivan T.D.

Minister of State Willie March 2011 to November €108.88 Nil
Penrose T.D. 2011

Minister of State Fergus O March 2011 to date No costs incurred by this Department
Dowd T.D.

Secretary General 2011 €1,528.66 Nil

Assistant Secretary, 2011 €132.44 €58.65
Environment Division

Assistant Secretary, 2011 €348.13 Nil
Planning and Housing
Division

Assistant Secretary, Local 2011 €410.05 Nil
Government Division

Assistant Secretary, Water 2011 €101.79 Nil
and ICT Division

Assistant Secretary, 2011 €29.96 Nil
Finance and Central
Services Division

Assistant Secretary, 2011 Nil Nil
Community Division

Local Authority Charges

481. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if and under what statute or legislation was the entity household charge estab-
lished in order to receive payment and collect money for the €100 household charge; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [10876/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge.

482. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if exemptions will be given in relation to the household charge to individual
houses who are experiencing major structural problems with their dwellings and are currently
going through the legal system at present with the developer; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [10882/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge. Under the
legislation, an owner of a residential property on the liability date of 1 January 2012 is liable
to pay the household charge by 31 March 2012, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim
a waiver.

Interpretation of the legislation is a matter for legal advice in individual cases and ultimately
a matter for the courts.

The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides for a number of exemptions
and waivers from payment of the household charge.

The exemptions from payment of the household charge are—
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• Residential properties that are part of the trading stock of a business and have not
been sold or been the source of any income since construction,

• Residential property owned by a Minister of the Government, a housing authority or
the Health Service Executive,

• Voluntary and co-operative housing,

• Residential property subject to commercial rates and wholly used as a dwelling,

• Residential property owned by certain charities or discretionary trusts, and

• Residential property which an owner has vacated due to long-term mental or physical
infirmity (e.g. elderly person that has moved into a nursing home).

The waivers which apply concern—

• Owners of residential property entitled to mortgage interest supplement, and

• Owners of houses in certain unfinished housing estates.

In relation to pyrite, the independent Pyrite Panel is due to submit it’s report to me shortly.
On receipt of the report I will give careful consideration to the position of home owners whose
homes are affected by pyrite. The identification of dwellings affected by pyrite is quite complex
and this issue will need careful consideration following receipt of the report.

Social and Affordable Housing

483. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government when he intends to issue a call for proposals to avail of the 2012 capital assistance
scheme; the amount of funding that will be made available through this scheme; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [10898/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Work is currently underway on preparing the Social Housing Invest-
ment Programme for 2012, including projects funded under the Capital Assistance Scheme
(CAS). Information submitted by local authorities is still being collated and examined. I will,
in the context of an examination of existing programme commitments under the CAS, give
consideration to the financial scope for a call for proposals for new CAS projects during 2012.
I envisage making announcements in relation to budgets or allocations for the various housing
supply programmes in early March.

Water and Sewerage Schemes

484. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the position regarding a sewerage scheme for Kilconnell Village, Ballinasloe,
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10926/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012, a copy of which is available in the
Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water
services infrastructure in County Galway. The Programme includes contracts under construc-
tion and to commence to the value of some €130 million in Co. Galway during the period of
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the Programme. However, the Kilconnell Sewerage Scheme was not amongst the priority con-
tracts and schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme.

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and
support economic and employment growth. A key input to the development of the Programme
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Galway County Council,
in response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise
their proposals for new capital works in their areas. These were subsequently appraised in the
Department in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used
by the authorities. Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had
to give way to others that were more strategically important at that time.

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 was reviewed in mid-
2011 and through this process, consideration was given to any newly emerging priority contracts
and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme. No proposal for
the Kilconnell Sewerage Scheme was received from Galway County Council in response to
the review.

Local Authority Charges

485. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the household charge;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11045/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 and the Local Government (Household
Charge) Regulations 2012 provide the legislative basis for the household charge.

There is a range of options available for persons to pay the household charge.

• Online: An online system www.householdcharge.ie is in place in the Local Government
Management Agency (LGMA) to enable homeowners to pay the household charge
by credit/debit card or in four instalments of €25 by direct debit (deadline for instal-
ments is before 1 March 2012).

• By Post: Registrations forms are available from City/County Councils, Libraries or by
calling loCall 1890 357 357. Payment can be made by sending a cheque or postal order
made payable to ‘Household Charge’. Send completed application form with payment
to Household Charge, P.O. Box 12168, Dublin 1.

• Local Authority: All county/city councils have been requested to have arrangements
in place for persons to attend their principal offices to pay the household charge up
to 31 March 2012.

A bureau is in place in the LGMA to administer the charge on a shared service/agency basis
for all local authorities.

Proposed Legislation

486. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on climate change legislation; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11057/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
refer to the reply to Question No. 339 of 17 January 2012 which sets out the position in
this matter.

277



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

Environmental Policy

487. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on combating climate change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11058/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
For the purposes of the Kyoto Protocol, Ireland is committed to limiting greenhouse gas emis-
sions to 13% above 1990 levels over the 2008-2012 period. In accordance with the National
Climate Change Strategy, that target will be met on foot of domestic mitigation action sup-
plemented by the purchase of carbon allowances or credits under the flexible mechanisms
provided for in the Protocol.

Ireland’s greenhouse gas mitigation target for 2020 requires a 20% reduction on 2005 levels
in the sectors of the economy not covered by the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (EU-ETS).
This reduction must be achieved along a legally-binding trajectory, beginning in 2013 at the
average emissions for 2008-2010, with annual targets up to 2020. This poses a very significant
challenge and, even under the most optimistic scenario, a compliance gap will need to be
bridged. This gap will be addressed through domestic policy development complemented, as
necessary, by use of the flexibilities provided in Decision 406/2009/EC of 23 April 2009.

Irish installations participating in the EU-ETS will operate within an EU-wide cap which
will deliver a 21% reduction on 2005 levels by 2020.

The review of national climate policy which I published in November 2011 was based on a
major stock-taking exercise and is intended to provide the basis for a wide-ranging debate on
future policy development. Building on that foundation, the policy agenda will be progressed
in three, interconnected ways.

Firstly, the Government has decided to ask the Secretariat to the National Economic and
Social Council to carry out an independent piece of analysis to inform advancement of the
national mitigation agenda in line with our EU commitments and with a view to developing a
longer-term plan for a low-carbon future. This work is expected to be finalised by end-2012.
Secondly, a public consultation will commence shortly to ensure the widest possible range
of views and ideas inform future policy. Finally, there will be continued engagement across
Government via the Cabinet Committee on Climate Change and the Green Economy with a
view to making progress on sectoral mitigation measures.

Waste Management

488. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on incineration; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11059/12]

489. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the Poolbeg incinerator, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11060/12]

490. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on landfill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11061/12]

491. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on hazardous waste; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11062/12]
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492. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the privatisation of waste management services; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11063/12]

493. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on waste management; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11064/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 488 to 493, inclusive, together.

The Programme for Government commits to the development of a coherent national waste
policy, adhering to the waste hierarchy, which will aim to minimise waste disposal in landfill
and maximise recovery. I am prioritising this commitment, as I am anxious to provide early
regulatory certainty, in the form of both policy and legislation, to ensure that the necessary
actions and investments are progressed to achieve those aims. The new national waste policy
will address all tiers of the waste hierarchy, including recycling, recovery and disposal, and will
also address other matters, such as the roles of the public and private sectors. I expect to be in
a position to submit final proposals in relation to national waste policy to Government by
Easter this year.

Responsibility for hazardous waste management planning is assigned to the Environmental
Protection Agency under the Waste Management Act 1996. The National Hazardous Waste
Management Plan 2008-2012 sets out priority actions for prevention, collection, self sufficiency
and management of hazardous wastes. The Plan is scheduled to be reviewed in 2012.

As regards the Poolbeg project, in accordance with the provisions of the Waste Management
Acts, the preparation and adoption of a waste management plan, including in respect of infra-
structure provision, is the statutory responsibility of the local authority or authorities con-
cerned, and under section 60(3) of the Act the Minister is precluded from exercising any power
or control in relation to the performance by a local authority, in particular circumstances, of a
statutory function vested in it. The Poolbeg project is being advanced by Dublin City Council,
acting on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities. Questions concerning the status of the
project should be directed to the City Council.

Water Charges

494. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the introduction of water charges; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11065/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a fair funding model to
deliver clean and reliable water. The Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, the IMF
and the ECB also contains commitments for the reform of water services delivery and operation
and the introduction of domestic water charges.

To meet these commitments, the Government intends initiating a universal water metering
programme in advance of the introduction of water charges. This will facilitate moving to a
charging system for domestic water users that is based on use above a free allowance as pro-
vided for in the Programme for Government. A procurement strategy for the metering prog-
ramme is currently being finalised. A public consultation on the Government’s proposals for
reform of water services delivery in Ireland, including metering and water charges, recently
concluded and my Department is currently examining the submissions that were received.
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Local Government Reform

495. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the introduction of directly elected mayors; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11066/12]

496. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on town councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11067/12]

497. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on regional authorities; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11068/12]

498. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on local government reform; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11069/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 495 to 498, inclusive, together.

I refer to the replies to Questions Nos. 150 of 26 January and 144 of 9 February 2012, which
set out the position in relation to local government reform and the aspects of reform raised in
the questions.

Local Authority Funding

499. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on funding local government; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11070/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Programme for Government acknowledges that having regard to the pressures on the
national finances, the funding of local government and the associated locally delivered services
should be put on a sound financial footing, with better alignment between the cost of providing
services and the demand for those services.

It is clear that local authorities require sufficient funding to ensure that they can operate
effectively and efficiently across their wide range of functions and responsibilities. Funding
decisions must be balanced against the constraints imposed by the economic climate and the
need at local level to balance required service provision with the impact of local rates and
charges on business and enterprise.

The existing revenue base of local authorities is narrow by international standards. This was
a consideration in the introduction of the €200 charge on non-principal private residences in
2009. A further broadening of the revenue base for local government is being achieved as a
result of the introduction of the household charge from 2012 as required under the EU/IMF
Programme of Financial Support for Ireland.

The Government has established an Inter-Departmental expert Group to consider the struc-
ture and modalities for an equitable valuation based property tax. This Group will complete
its work and make recommendations to me by end April 2012. I will bring proposals to Govern-
ment later this year for a more comprehensive and equitable valuation-based property tax to
replace the household charge. The introduction of a full property tax provides the opportunity
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to deal conclusively with this essential element of local government reform and create a system
of local government that is more efficient, responsible, accountable and self-reliant.

Local Government Reform

500. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the local government efficiency review; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11071/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The recommendations contained in the Report of the Local Government Efficiency Review
Group provide important input to consideration of options for expenditure reduction, revenue
raising, efficiency and other policy developments. I established an independently chaired Imple-
mentation Group, in April 2011, to drive forward relevant recommendations of the Report,
with a focus on key recommendations that will remove costs and yield early savings. The Group
has met on ten occasions since June 2011, and its overall work programme is progressing. The
board policy approach to efficiency includes—

• The prioritisation of those recommendations of the Local Government Efficiency
Review Report that will yield the earliest and greatest financial gains;

• Action planning in the local government sector in relation to prioritised recom-
mendations;

• Further measures, where necessary, to achieve implementation and/or enhance
efficiency; and,

• The delivery of services in the most efficient and cost effective manner.

The Group has recently completed an interim report, which I have asked it to develop further.
I intend that the work of the Group will be a significant contributory element to the Local
Government Reform Programme.

Electoral Reform

501. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on the introduction of a 30% gender quota for the 2014 local elections;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11073/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Part 5 of the Electoral (Amendment) Political Funding Bill 2011, published on 15 December
2011, provides that political parties will face a cut of half their State funding received under
the Electoral Act 1997 if they do not have at least 30% women and 30% men candidates at
the next general election. Seven years from the general election where this provision first
applies, the Bill makes provision for this figure to rise to 40% in respect of each gender,
commencing at the general election held next after that. The Bill is currently before the Seanad.

Payments made to qualified political parties under Part 3 of the Electoral Act 1997 are linked
to performance at a General Election and these new requirements will therefore apply in
respect of candidates of political parties at a General Election. There is no linkage between
these payments and local elections. The measures in Part 5 of the Bill will therefore not apply
in respect of the 2014 local elections. It is, however, my intention that the measures should
have a knock-on effect by providing an incentive to political parties voluntarily to apply similar
arrangements at local elections.
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Local Authority Charges

502. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on commercial rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11074/12]

503. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on setting commercial rates; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11075/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 503 together.

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001. The levying and
collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority. The annual rate on valuation
(ARV), which is applied to the valuation of each property, determined by the Valuation Office,
to obtain the amount payable in rates, is decided by the elected members of each local authority
in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved function.

The Commissioner of Valuation, who has sole responsibility for all valuation matters, is
conducting a programme of revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties throughout
the State on a county by county basis. The purpose of the revaluation process is to provide for
more consistent and up-to-date valuations for rating purposes and to assist in providing a more
equitable distribution of valuations across those liable to pay rates. The Commissioner, in
consultation with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, has been
reviewing various options for streamlining the valuation process and speeding up the national
revaluation programme. In this regard, the Government recently approved the drafting of a
Valuation Bill to amend the Valuation Act.

Commercial rates income makes a significant contribution to the current funding require-
ments of local authorities. Rates provide the means by which local authorities can fund the
services essential to communities, and therefore business, across the full range of local activities
including roads, water and waste services, fire and emergency, libraries and a range of com-
munity, amenity and social activities.

I have asked local authorities to exercise restraint in setting their Annual Rate on Valuation
(ARV) in the context of the adoption of their 2012 budgets. As of 23 February 2012, 64 of the
88 rating authorities have submitted their adopted Budgets to my Department. Of those, 50
maintained their ARV at 2011 levels, and 14 have reduced their ARV. I will continue to keep
all matters relating to rates under consideration in my Department.

Unfinished Housing Developments

504. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on unfinished housing estates; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11077/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee on Unfinished
Housing Developments to oversee implementation of the Report of the Advisory Group on
Unfinished Housing Developments, together with the Government’s response to the recom-
mendations. The Committee includes representatives from the Irish Banking Federation, local
authorities, the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA and the construction
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sector. The Committee is meeting on a regular basis with the aim of publishing a report on
progress achieved within the next 12 months. In the meantime, work is ongoing on implemen-
tation of the Report of the Advisory Group and real progress is already being made with
regard to the public safety works required to improve the living conditions of existing residents
on some unfinished estates.

To date, my Department has made allocations totalling €2,548,305 to fifteen local authorities
from the funding allocation made available to address immediate safety issues. The types of
works that have been approved to date include: fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas;
capping of pipes; installation of street lighting; and other works to secure sites. Planning auth-
orities are also making progress in securing the co-operation of developers, financial insti-
tutions, both domestic and foreign owned, and/or bond holders, thereby obviating the need to
use Exchequer resources to fund such work.

Planning Issues

505. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on planning; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11078/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): At a broad level national planning policy is underpinned by:

• the strategic planning framework of the National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002-2020,
supplemented at regional and local level by Regional Planning Guidelines and
Development Plans respectively,

• an extensive suite of statutory planning guidelines,

• and the legislative framework of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2011 and
associated regulations.

I will provide a more detailed response on any particular aspect of planning of specific interest
to the Deputy.

Social and Affordable Housing

506. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on social housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11079/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s policy on housing, including social housing, is
clearly set out in our housing policy statement published on 16 June 2011.

507. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on tackling social housing waiting lists; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11080/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In terms of the delivery of social housing, the Government’s housing
policy statement, published in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government
will be to meet the most acute needs of households applying for social housing support. The
financial parameters within which we will have to operate in the coming years rule out a return
to very large capital funded construction programmes by local authorities. Nevertheless, the
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[Deputy Jan O’Sullivan.]

Government is committed to responding more quickly and on a larger scale to social housing
support needs through a variety of mechanisms, including through increased provision of
social housing.

Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding mod-
els such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing, but the Government is also com-
mitted to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent new
social housing. Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the sourc-
ing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. There is also
obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective of
sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with
the commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA).

508. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on using housing developments taken over by the National Assets
Management Agency for social housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11081/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s new housing policy statement, published in June
2011, serves as a framework for a sequence of legislative and policy initiatives in the short to
medium term. Within this framework is recognition of the obvious potential, across a range of
housing programmes, for the Government’s objective of sourcing and providing suitable resi-
dential units for use as social housing to be aligned with the commercial objectives of the
National Asset Management Agency (NAMA).

In that context, in December 2011 NAMA identified over 2,000 properties as being poten-
tially available for social housing. Local Authorities and the Housing Agency are working
systematically with NAMA to determine if there is a demand for properties identified as poten-
tially suitable for social housing. Where a demand is identified, this information is provided to
NAMA and efforts made to secure as many of the suitable properties as possible for social
housing. The units being advanced by NAMA will be provided through the Social Housing
Leasing Initiative under the standard terms and conditions that apply.

Homelessness Strategy

509. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on tackling homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11082/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The current homeless strategy, The Way Home — A Strategy to
Address Adult Homelessness 2008-2013, sets out Government policy on tackling homelessness
and has a number of key aims including:

• preventing homelessness,

• eliminating the need to sleep rough,

• eliminating long-term occupation of emergency accommodation,

• providing long-term accommodation solutions,

• ensuring effective services,
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• better co-ordinated funding arrangements.

While the current Strategy is fundamentally sound, some key targets have not been achieved
and the Programme for Government is committed to reviewing the current strategy and to
adopting a ‘housing led’ approach to homelessness. Work now underway on updating the
strategy is almost complete and the review will take account of demands on existing housing,
will assess how to best continue providing services, and will ensure more effective prevention
strategies.

There is no single solution to increasing the level of social housing supply for the homeless,
and maximising delivery will require flexible and diverse approaches. The initial emphasis will
necessarily be on the Dublin region, where homeless numbers are most acute, by moving away
from the current over reliance on emergency accommodation provision to a more permanent
accommodation solution, to be achieved through a number of measures including:

— Directly linking the provision of funding with specific targets and outcomes;

— Making better use of the existing available accommodation units in the local auth-
orities and in the voluntary sector;

— Additional social housing provision through acquisitions and remedial
works/upgrading of vacant local authority housing stock and a leasing programme;

— Ongoing engagement with NAMA to secure properties;

— Targeted use of the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS);

— An enhanced role for the private rental sector;

— Better co-ordination with the voluntary and cooperative housing sector; and

— The establishment of Homeless Action Teams across all regions.

My Department’s funding provision for the running costs of homeless accommodation and
related services for 2012 is €50 million, which together with 10% provided from housing auth-
orities’ own resources, brings the total available funding to €55.55 million in 2012. This level
of funding means that there will be no reduction in the provision of essential front line sup-
port services.

The National Implementation Plan for the Homeless Strategy also provides for the develop-
ment of a more devolved allocation-based system for the provision of accommodation-related
funding to housing authorities with emphasis on increased decision making at local level, in
lieu of the existing individual project based arrangements, to improve overall efficiency, value
for money and greater local decision making in homeless services.

A Protocol which sets outs arrangements and responsibilities for delegation of Section 10,
Housing Act, 1988 funding between my Department and Dublin City Council in relation to
the provision of ongoing revenue funding for homeless accommodation and related service
costs has already being put in place in the Dublin region beginning 1 January 2012. This will
be extended nationally to the other regions beginning quarters April 2012 and July 2012.

Urban Renewal Schemes

510. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on regeneration schemes; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11083/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This Government remains fully committed to the regeneration of the
estates and communities in our most disadvantaged areas. Despite the current adverse econ-
omic conditions and consequent Exchequer constraints, we continue to prioritise funding for
regeneration within the overall social housing programme. Last year alone my Department
provided €118 million for regeneration, representing 25% of the overall housing capital invest-
ment programme.

My Department currently supports an ambitious programme of regeneration projects which
seek to address the causes of disadvantage through a holistic programme of physical, social and
economic regeneration. The national regeneration programme includes a wide variety of pro-
jects ranging from large-scale urban regeneration projects such as those in Ballymun and
Limerick City, to smaller estate-wide regeneration projects in Dublin city and in a number of
regional towns around the country. There is a requirement for regeneration projects to deliver
more than just an improvement in the housing standards of an area, by taking a broader
approach to addressing the socioeconomic and infrastructural deficits that contribute to the
social exclusion of the community. On that basis, the regeneration projects supported by my
Department take a broad focus beyond the regeneration of the physical environment, to also
deliver social and economic regeneration in these areas.

This year, the total funding available for the housing capital investment programme will be
over €390 million. I envisage making announcements in relation to budgets or allocations for
the various housing programmes, including the regeneration programme, in early March.

Questions Nos. 511 and 512 answered with Question No. 463.

Appointments to State Boards

513. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his policy on appointments to State boards; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11086/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): All
appointments to boards of State bodies under the aegis of my Department are made in accord-
ance with the appropriate legislation governing appointments to each body. In considering
applications due regard is had to Government policy regarding gender balance on State
Boards.

A number of different statutory processes are involved in appointments to State boards. In
some cases statutory selection procedures must be followed or nominations must be sought
from independent nominating panels before appointments are made by the Government or by
me as Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government. In a number of
situations, only some appointments to the body concerned are made by me, or appointments
are made with the consent of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Boards of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and An Bord Pleanála are
executive in nature and members are employed on a full time salaried basis. The appointments
as Chairperson of An Bord Pleanála and Director General of the EPA were made after compe-
titions held by the Public Appointments Service.

The Board Members of the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency (HSCA) have
been re-appointed on an interim basis pending enactment of legislation in respect of the HSCA.

A notice was placed on my Department’s website on 19 July, 2011 seeking expressions of
interest, from suitably qualified and experienced persons, for consideration as members or
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chairpersons of the boards of State bodies under the aegis of my Department. The notice is
updated as specific vacancies arise.

Vacancies on the boards of other bodies under the Department’s aegis will be notified on
the website as they arise. However, expressions of interest can be made at any time and will
be kept on file in my Department for consideration as vacancies occur.

Local Authority Charges

514. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of persons that were notified about payment of the NPPR charge in
2011; of those persons notified, the number that paid; the number that did not pay; the number
that have paid including a penalty for late payment; if his attention has been drawn to the fact
that some persons are concerned about not having received any notification; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11115/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of local
authorities through the introduction of the charge on non-principal private residences (NPPR).
The charge is set at €200 and is being levied and collected by local authorities. The Act places
the onus on an owner of a residential property which is situated in the State to assess his or
her liability for the charge in the first instance.

There is no obligation on local authorities to issue notifications or invoices regarding the
charge. Nationwide advertising took place in both 2009 and 2010, and again in 2011, to ensure
general awareness of the charge and the liability dates. In tandem, local authorities have under-
taken their own advertising campaigns locally. Communications have also been issued by local
authorities and the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) to persons who paid the
charge in respect of previous years reminding them of their possible liability for the charge.

The LGMA which is operating the NPPR on-line payment service issued 169,036 communi-
cations to NPPR owners from 19-26 April 2011 relating to 323,031 NPPR properties potentially
liable for the 2011 charge.

From 26 April, 2011 to date, the NPPR payment was made in respect of 296,255 properties
of which 29,374 also paid a late payment fee.

26,776 of those who paid in 2010 did not pay again in 2011. There are a number of valid
reasons as to why a person who paid an NPPR charge in 2010 did not pay again in 2011,
including where, by reason of transfer or sale, the property concerned is no longer a property
that is liable to the charge under the legislation.

Significant efforts are being made to ensure that property owners are aware of the charge
and the liability dates. However, the charge is based on self-assessment principles and it is a
matter for persons with a liability to pay the charge by the due date to avoid late payment fees.

County Development Plans

515. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if it has been confirmed to him by Dublin City Council that DCC has no
money to develop lands it owns at a location (details supplied) and other locations in the North
Fringe, Dublin 13; if there is therefore any scope for DCC to act as lead public developer itself
or perhaps with a PPP to deliver Clare Hall Town Square and other much needed infrastructure
in North Fringe; the way he believes he might assist DCC to act as lead public developer of
civic and commercial centres in the North Fringe; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11119/12]
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518. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will now urgently bring forward an SDZ for the North and South
Fringe of DCC and Fingal County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11122/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 515 and 518 together.

My Department has not received communication of the nature referred to in the Question
from Dublin City Council. It is a matter for individual local authorities to advance relevant
development proposals for their areas as appropriate.

Specific responsibility for the planning and delivery of the North and South Fringe develop-
ment rests, respectively, with Dublin City Council and Fingal County Council. Dublin City
Council adopted its Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017 and Fingal County Council
adopted its Fingal Development Plan 2011-2017 both of which set out statutory objectives for
the development of the North and South Fringe, respectively.

Furthermore, the North Fringe Framework Development Plan, which was prepared by
Dublin City Council in 2000, sets out the objectives for the area, the site context and the urban
design framework. I understand that it also continues to inform development management and
planning guidance in the North Fringe area. A North Fringe Cross-Authority Forum estab-
lished in 2004 continues to monitor progress in the implementation of the North Fringe Frame-
work Development. Meetings continue to be held on a cross-authority basis at which a wide
range of issues relating to the planning and delivery of the North Fringe development are
discussed and actions taken.

One of the main benefits of designation of an area as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ)
is the co-ordinated planning and development of undeveloped sites on the basis of a planning
scheme made by the local authority, with a good degree of certainty on the exact type and
nature of development that will take place.

On the basis of the good ongoing cooperation within the statutory framework of the existing
development plans I do not believe that an SDZ would be the appropriate vehicle to deliver
on areas such as the North and South Fringe. The adopted development plans are in place to
guide considerable development and continue to be the basis against which planning per-
missions and ancillary development are considered.

Site Resolution Plans

516. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he will ensure that a site resolution plan is urgently prepared by Fingal
County Council for the site east of an estate (details supplied) in the North Fringe, Dublin 13
in view of its unsightly abandoned and unfinished nature; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11120/12]

517. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if he is considering if a site resolution plan should be prepared by Dublin
City Council for Priory Hall, Dublin 13 in view of the current state of this estate; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11121/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 516 and 517 together.

The formulation of Site Resolution Plans (SRP) is a key tool in resolving issues in unfinished
developments. Such plans enable developers to work with local authorities, financial insti-
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tutions, NAMA and residents in determining how best to pursue resolution of problematic sites.
The process also entails working with stakeholders in identifying the best long-term solution for
developments in terms of their configuration, use of vacant buildings and ownership in a way
that is in the best interests of residents.

As part of the work of the National Coordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments my Department has initiated a pilot project for the resolution of sites using the site
resolution plan process. As part of the process my Department has issued a working template
in order to establish best practice in this area. I intend that the process which is pivotal to the
resolution of problem sites, will be used more extensively in the coming year. Ultimately
however, the initiation of the SRP process in respect of a particular development is a matter
for the local authority concerned.

Question No. 518 answered with Question No. 515.

Water Services

519. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government if a charge for water usage will be applied to listed buildings; if discussions
will take place within the property tax review group to exclude the property tax from listed
buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11134/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
There are no plans to exempt listed buildings from water charges.

I have recently established an inter-Departmental expert Group to design an equitable prop-
erty tax having regard to its terms of reference. This Group has been asked to report to me by
end April, 2012. I will then bring proposals to Government for decisions on the structure and
modalities of the property tax.

Local Governance Structures

520. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his views on the issue of the alignment of local development companies and local
authorities; his plans for this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11141/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
established a high level Steering Group in September 2011 to deliver on the Programme for
Government commitment to review local governance structures with a view to improving the
delivery of services to the citizen. The Group was tasked with examining the scope for enhanc-
ing the alignment of local government and local development functions and programmes and
advising me on options for a more integrated delivery of local and community development
services.

I believe there are significant opportunities for a more joined-up approach by local govern-
ment and local development; an approach that harnesses the strengths and experiences of both
sectors and facilitates the best possible outcomes for communities, especially at a time when
resources are scarce and there is an increasing demand for services.

The Steering Group presented its Interim Report to me in December 2011. It outlined some
preliminary conclusions vis-à-vis the existing arrangements and the respective roles of local
authorities and local and community development. The Report can be viewed on my Depart-
ment’s website (www.environ.ie).
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

I expect to receive the Steering Group’s Final Report shortly, and I will consider the Group’s
recommendations carefully in determining how best to ensure that we pursue the most effective
and efficient service design and delivery model for communities.

Local Authority Housing

521. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government his views on the case of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal
whose application for a council mortgage was rejected on the grounds that neither applicant
had been in employment for the required two years; and if he will address this refusal in view
of the fact that the family have a proven track record of timely payment of their current rent
which is higher than the proposed mortgage repayment. [11150/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Provisions governing mortgage lending by local authorities are set
out under the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009 and associated credit policy.
In assessing loan applications, local authorities take account of the household’s ability to fin-
ance the loan based on their net household income. While, as a general rule, the credit policy
provides that loans are not available to those in receipt of unemployment or social welfare
benefits, an exception may be made where there is a primary income of a permanent
waged/salaried nature, and where the secondary income is from the Department of Social
Protection. In such cases, long-term social welfare payments can be considered, provided the
long-term nature of the payment is confirmed. The final decision on whether to grant or refuse
an applicant lies solely with the relevant local authority. All local authorities must satisfy them-
selves on the financial risk they are undertaking.

The relevance of the difference between projected mortgage repayments and current rental
payments for a prospective purchaser is limited. It takes no account, for example, of the fact
that while rent levels can be adjusted to reflect changing household income, mortgage repay-
ments cannot. It does not take account of the additional costs taken on when a household
becomes a homeowner thereby assuming responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of their
home. While it is the case that the rate of refusal of applications for loan finance has increased,
it is also clear that the loans issued since the introduction of the revised credit policy are more
likely to be fully performing. I am happy that the current mortgage loan model is fair and
adequately meets the needs of prospective borrowers and facilitates participation in housing
acquisition initiatives such as the tenant purchase schemes.

Fire Stations

522. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the number of Dublin Fire Brigade personnel that will be retiring at the end of
February 2012; and the remaining number of staff members. [11253/12]

523. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the minimum staffing levels for the Dublin Fire Brigade. [11254/12]

524. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of money spent on the most recent recruitment drive process for the
Dublin Fire Brigade panel. [11255/12]

525. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the amount of money currently being spent on overtime within the Dublin Fire
Brigade. [11256/12]
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526. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government his plans to ensure that the Dublin Fire Brigade panel is reinstated; and when
vacancies arise the replacement staff are found from this panel. [11257/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 522 to 526, inclusive, together.

The recruitment moratorium in the Public Service, which was introduced by the Government
in March 2009 as an emergency measure in response to the financial crisis facing the State,
remains in place. Under the terms of the moratorium, no public service post, however arising,
may be filled. When vacancies arise, public bodies must reallocate or reorganise work or staff
accordingly. My Department has delegated sanction from the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform for implementation of the moratorium across all local authorities. This is on
the condition that the overall staffing levels in the local government sector are reduced in line
with the employment control framework. Under the terms of the moratorium, all staffing
requests must be agreed with my Department, which works closely with local authorities to
ensure critical posts are filled while overall numbers are reduced. All staffing sanction requests
are examined on a case by case basis having due regard to the continued delivery of key
services and the need for further reduction in overall staffing levels and expenditure in the
local authority.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each County and City Manager is
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements, including recruitment and day to day
operational measures, necessary for carrying out the functions of the local authorities for which
he or she is responsible. In this regard, it is a matter for County and City managers, in the first
instance, to ensure the reduction in staff numbers is managed so the appropriate service level
is maintained. The cost of operational overtime for Dublin Fire Brigade in 2011 was €3.09
million, which equates to 4.93% of payroll. This is expected to reduce to €1.5 million per
annum following the implementation of Croke Park proposals. I understand that 15 Dublin
Fire Brigade operational employees are expected to retire between January and February 2012.
The number employed at the end of February will be 861. The number of fire fighters employed
by Dublin City Council at the end of December 2011 was 876 whole-time equivalent full-time
fire fighters and 26 retained fire fighters. This compares to the June 2008 figure of 825 whole-
time equivalent full-time fire fighters and 54 retained fire fighters. I also understand that the
position in relation to staffing in Dublin Fire Brigade is kept under constant review by Dublin
City Council management. The panel which was in place since 2007 expired in December 2011
and no further appointments will be made from this panel.

Local Authority Housing

527. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the funding he allocated for the regeneration of an estate (details supplied) in
County Sligo, in 2011; the amount spent by Sligo Borough Council on the regeneration prog-
ramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11263/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The initial capital allocation to Sligo Borough Council in respect of
the regeneration project for 2011 was €2 million. The allocation was increased to reflect the
level of activity on the project and a total of €2,234,530 was recouped to the Council.

Local Authority Housing

528. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
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Government out of the €30 million allocated to local authorities for retrofitting local authority
homes to improve insulation, the amount of this that has been allocated to Fingal County
Council; the amount of this allocation that has been spent by the local authority; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11264/12]

529. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government out of the €30 million allocated to local authorities for retrofitting local authority
homes to improve insulation, the amount of same that has been allocated to the County Council
of South Tipperary; the amount of this allocation that has been spent by the local authority;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11265/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 528 and 529 together.

Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are allo-
cated capital funding each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and
overall quality of their social housing stock. The programme includes a retrofitting measure
aimed at improving the energy efficiency of older apartments and houses by reducing heat loss
through the fabric of the building and the installation of high-efficiency condensing boilers. I
envisage making announcements in relation to budgets or allocations for the various housing
programmes, including the retrofitting programme, in early March. Under the 2011 programme,
an allocation of €925,000 was made available to Fingal County Council in respect of the energy
efficiency and retrofitting measure. Over the course of 2011, a total of €926,716 was recouped
to the council by my Department. Under the same programme, an allocation of €1,420,000 was
made available to Tipperary South Riding County Council in respect of the energy efficiency
and retrofitting measure. Over the course of 2011, a total of €1,089,481 was recouped by my
Department on foot of payment claims received from the Council.

Question No. 530 answered with Question No. 464.

Unfinished Housing Developments

531. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government further to Question No. 482 of 21 February 2012, and the response given,
clearly the estate in question was omitted in error as when the council made amendments in
April 2011 the estate was still under the control of a company (details supplied) and the estate
would have fallen under both categories three and four. [11287/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The primary responsibility for the categorisation of unfinished hous-
ing developments rests with the relevant local authority. The National Housing Development
Survey 2011 was compiled and published by my Department in October 2011 based on data,
including categorisation of unfinished housing developments in their areas, submitted by local
authorities in respect of their functional areas.

Property Management Companies

532. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if it is legally permissible for management companies to clamp residents’ cars for
non-payment of management fees; if so, the detail of the legal framework within which such
action can take place; the safeguards in place to ensure management companies and or resi-
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dents committees are not abusing powers granted to them under law; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11346/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has no function in relation to the operation of prop-
erty management companies. The Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, which falls under the
remit of my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, regulates the management and
operation of such companies.

Disabled Drivers

533. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will outline the motor tax concession available to disabled drivers and the
medical evidence required to secure this concession; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11373/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
There is a facility in place for exemption of motor tax in respect of disabled persons. This
exemption applies to a disabled driver/passenger where the applicant concerned has been
admitted to the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Tax Relief Scheme. The scheme is
operated by the Revenue Commissioners and, as such, the terms of the scheme are a matter
for my colleague, the Minister for Finance. However, I understand that details are available on
the website of the Revenue Commissioners — www.revenue.ie.

Planning Issues

534. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the planning regulations that govern the rights of retention of buildings that have
been illegally erected; if there is a seven year rule that applies in relation to same; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11389/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 — 2010, all develop-
ment, unless specifically exempted under the Acts or associated Regulations, requires planning
permission. Any development that is carried out without planning permission, or that does not
comply with the terms of a planning permission, is unauthorised development, and may be
subject to enforcement action by a planning authority.

Planning authorities have substantial enforcement powers and duties under the Planning
Acts. A planning authority must issue a warning letter in relation to written complaints regard-
ing unauthorised development, or other unauthorised development it becomes aware of (except
in the case of trivial or minor development). There is also a statutory obligation to carry out
an investigation and expeditiously decide whether an enforcement notice should be issued or
a court order should be sought, under section 160 of the 2000 Act. Where a planning authority
establishes, following an investigation, that unauthorised development (other than development
that is of a trivial or minor nature) has been or is being carried out, and the person who has
carried out the development has not proceeded to remedy the position, then the planning
authority must issue an enforcement notice or seek a court order, unless there are compelling
reasons for not doing so. There is however generally a 7 year limitation period on the taking
of enforcement action: such action may not be taken, in the case of a development with no
permission, after 7 years from the commencement of the development, and in the case of a
development which was granted permission after seven years beginning on the expiration of
the duration of the permission.
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An application for retention permission is required to be assessed by a planning authority in
the same way as any other application, that is, the planning authority is required to consider
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provisions
of the development plan, any submissions or observations received, and relevant Ministerial or
Government policies, including any guidelines issued by my Department.

The facility to apply for retention permission was curtailed in the Planning and Development
(Amendment) Act 2010 which provided that a planning authority may not accept an application
for retention permission in respect of a development which would have required that one or
more of the following was carried out:

• an environmental impact assessment;

• a determination as to whether an environmental impact assessment was required; or

• an appropriate assessment.

The above provision was commenced on 23 March 2011. Section 57 of the 2010 Act makes
provision to allow developments which would have required an environmental impact assess-
ment or an appropriate assessment to be the subject of applications for substitute consent, but
only in very limited circumstances e.g. the development had a permission which was found
defective by a court or An Bord Pleanála consider that there are exceptional circumstances
which warrant the granting of leave to apply for substitute consent.

Local Authority Services

535. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if he will provide funding to Kerry County Council to allow Killarney library,
which requires significant investment to be upgraded and to allow for the toilets to be made
accessible for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11437/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Day to day operations, including staffing levels and opening hours, in the public library service
are a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library authority under Section 78 of
the Local Government Act 2001. My Department provides funding towards the capital costs
of approved new libraries, the refurbishment of existing libraries, and mobile libraries and
delivery vans. In this regard, in 2008 my Department requested Library Authorities to provide
details of priorities for library development within their area.

In its response, Kerry County Council placed Killarney branch library as its third ranked
priority.

My Department has not received an application for funding in relation to the refurbishment
of Killarney library and the 2012 allocation is fully committed.

Local Authority Funding

536. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government the role of the environmental awareness teams in county and city councils; if the
national and regional network of local agenda 21 officers is still in existence; if so, the role it
now plays; the amount that was allocated to each local authority by year since the introduction
of the local agenda fund in 1997; the income source of this fund; if there has been any evaluation
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of the fund and the outcomes of the projects funded under its auspices; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11490/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund, which has been in operation since 1997,
promotes sustainable development by assisting small scale, non-profit environmental projects at
local level. The scheme attracts significant interest throughout the country; a total of 515 pro-
jects were funded by the scheme in 2011. Funds provided by my Department are matched by
the relevant local authority and it is also recommended that this combined funding be sup-
plemented, where possible, by other funding sources, such as private sector funding, to maxi-
mise the potential of partnership arrangements.

Each local authority is responsible for its own staffing arrangements and my Department
does not maintain a list of local authority staff that have been nominated as Local Agenda 21
(LA21) Officers or Environmental Awareness Officers (EAOs). In some local authorities the
role of LA21 Officer may be assigned to a staff member who is also assigned the role of EAO.

The EAOs in local authorities actively promote positive action to protect our environment
and work closely with schools, community groups and members of the public. My Department
facilitates periodic meetings of a network of EAOs, including some LA21 officers, for the
purpose of sharing of information and best practice in environmental matters. Guest speakers
are invited to address the meetings on a variety of topical environmental issues. The network
also communicates regularly via email.

The amounts allocated to each local authority for the years 2002 to 2011 are set out in the
table below. The information sought prior to 2002 is not readily available and compilation of
this information would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work. The LA21 scheme
has been funded from the Environment Fund since 2003; prior to that it was funded through
the Department’s Vote allocation.

The operation of the scheme is kept under constant review; each year the outcome of individ-
ual projects is monitored through completion reports which must be submitted for all projects
funded under the scheme. A wide variety of projects are funded under the scheme and it
provides support for local, environmentally beneficial projects, which might otherwise be diffi-
cult for the community to undertake. A breakdown of the project types funded in 2011 is
as follows:

No. of Projects

Training, Education and Awareness Raising: 221

Gardens and Allotments for Schools and Communities 135

Development of Community Areas/Wildlife and Bio-Diversity 98

Reduce Repair Reuse Recycle 20

Composting/Rainwater Harvesting 27

Audits, Surveys and Action Plans 9

Others 5

Total 515
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Local Agenda 21 Environment Partnership Fund — Payments to local authorities 2002 to 2011

Local 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Authority

€ € € € € € € € € €

Carlow Co.Co 9,300 7,650 8,221 5,033 5,033 5,961 6,964 7,240 6,937 8,500

Cavan Co.Co. 1,500 1,350 2,200 3,957 5,210 4,500 5,777 6,905 6,050 1,500

Clare Co.Co. 7,460 7,400 7,971 6,942 6,942 7,292 6,842 9,168 8,718 8,500

Cork City 5,940 9,133 12,515 7,601 7,602 8,640 10,651 10,096 10,096 11,000
Council

Cork Co.Co. 17,800 17,800 18,371 15,373 14,323 18,095 20,750 20,005 16,075 30,000

Donegal 8,500 10,000 nil 8,085 5,008 8,236 9,956 10,048 10,159 12,500
Co.Co.

Dublin City 19,300 18,160 21,320 15,442 16,976 18,571 18,346 20,571 18,514 30,000
Council

Dún Laoghaire 14,136 11,000 15,070 8,714 8,714 8,481 13,518 13,227 11,956 16,148
Rathdown
Co.Co.

Fingal Co.Co. 10,200 11,492 11,932 11,096 10,046 13,818 13,568 13,985 13,723 16,000

Galway City 7,650 7,650 11,749 5,900 5,694 7,291 8,709 3,800 7,283 nil
Council

Galway Co.Co. 10,200 9,500 8,078 8,274 8,274 9,053 12,203 11,800 9,410 13,600

Kerry Co.Co. 11,450 11,450 12,021 7,917 7,917 9,847 8,827 10,971 10,874 12,000

Kildare Co.Co, 7,650 7,646 8,754 9,015 8,579 10,828 12,356 10,000 11,651 14,997

Kilkenny Co. 6,350 6,350 3,775 6,177 6,177 6,380 8,915 6,996 8,528 11,055
Co.

Laois Co.Co. 6,350 4,905 5,333 5,459 5,459 6,852 5,805 5,708 4,250 nil

Leitrim Co.Co. 6,350 6,350 7,682 4,360 4,360 5,598 6,828 6,236 5,613 6,022

Limerick City 6,363 6,000 6,921 5,300 5,250 6,046 6,415 6,500 5,500 5,300
Council

Limerick 4,425 5,482 6,117 7,452 7,542 9,123 10,820 12,616 11,054 11,500
Co.Co.

Longford 6,350 6,350 6,921 4,535 4,535 4,340 6,340 6,344 5,822 7,200
Co.Co.

Louth Co.Co. 6,350 6,350 4,965 5,000 4,974 7,500 6,142 7,711 8,752 11,000

Mayo Co.Co. 8,900 8,900 9,471 7,414 8,914 7,794 9,342 10,288 12,657 16,000

Meath Co.Co. 6,360 6,360 8,200 7,966 7,966 10,812 12,335 19,000 14,545 19,891

Monaghan 6,350 6,350 6,975 5,250 5,250 6,651 7,181 7,391 7,150 11,355
Co.Co.

North Tipp 6,350 6,350 6,921 5,533 7,033 7,042 7,572 7,600 7,124 8,500
Co.Co.

Offaly Co.Co. 6,350 6,346 6,921 5,622 7,122 6,544 7,562 6,796 7,318 11,033

Roscommon 6,350 6,350 6,921 4,804 5,292 6,759 7,289 7,500 8,258 8,500
Co.Co.

Sligo Co.Co. 6,186 9,050 9,139 6,529 6,945 6,175 8,122 9,604 6,840 6,249

Sligo Borough 5,725 7,020 7,500 6,725 4,995 4,387 5,000 2,986 3,110 3,245

South Dublin 11,915 11,000 9,305 10,907 11,459 13,090 15,618 12,024 13,990 16,000
Co.Co.

South 6,350 5,000 4,275 6,137 6,137 7,710 8,242 8,554 3,275 9,555
Tipperary
Co.Co.

Waterford City 6,350 6,350 6,921 4,688 4,986 5,782 5,002 4,255 9,656 3,375
Council
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Local 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Authority

€ € € € € € € € € €

Waterford 6,340 6,350 6,921 5,398 nil 6,418 4,990 1,250 2,500 8,500
Co.Co.

Westmeath 7,650 9,375 7,816 5,895 5,895 7,561 7,201 7,958 7,549 10,100
Co.Co.

Wexford 6,350 6,350 6,000 7,000 7,386 9,597 11,860 nil nil 11,000
Co.Co.

Wicklow 8,850 6,831 8,071 8,500 8,500 8,916 10,915 6,273 9,350 11,000
Co.Co.

Totals 280,000 280,000 291,272 250,000 246,495 291,689 327,962 311,404 304,286 380,125

The amounts set out in the table above are the actual payments made to the local authorities
in each year. Under the scheme each local authority is allocated a specified amount, however,
in some cases they may not all use their full allocation and in other cases may use none of their
allocation (i.e. the nil amounts above). Amounts not used by individual local authorities are
subsequently offered to the other local authorities and redistributed to where there is demand.

Departmental Advertising

537. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for
job vacancies in the civil and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants
recruited from the process; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11506/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Recruitment to my Department, as with other Civil Service Departments, is conducted centrally
by the Public Appointments Service (PAS), who advertise details of recruitment opportunities,
in the national newspapers and via their website www.publicjobs.ie as required from time to
time.

My Department did not, either directly or via PAS, advertise any vacancies in national news-
papers in the period concerned. However, two new entrants, recruited via PAS but from exist-
ing recruitment panels, joined my Department during this time.

My Department uses internal redeployment and streamlining of business areas to ensure
optimum staffing in priority business areas.

Local authorities have been early movers in terms of staff reductions, reducing from 37,243
whole-time equivalents (WTE) in 2008 to 29,744 WTE in December, 2011 — a reduction of
7,499 WTE (20%). Staff numbers in state agencies under the aegis of my Department have
fallen from 951 at end 2008 to 803 at the end of 2011 — a reduction of 148 WTE (16%).

The moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the public service was introduced in March
2009. When vacancies arise, public bodies must reallocate staff and/or re-organise work or staff
accordingly. My Department operates a delegated sanction from the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform for implementation of the moratorium in relation to local authorities.
Any local authority exceptions to the moratorium require sanction from my Department.

In relation to state agencies under the aegis of my Department all requests for recruitment
must be agreed with my Department and also require sanction from the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform.
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Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each County and City Manager is
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. In this regard, it is a matter for
County and City Managers, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented
while the appropriate service levels are maintained.

In considering local authority sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line
services and economic issues are given precedence as is the requirement to avoid increases in
overall staffing levels.

Building Regulations

538. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government the proposals he intends to introduce, by way of legislation or directive,
relating to the standards, compliance and enforcement of Building Control Regulations; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11529/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): In
July 2011 I announced a number of measures to be advanced by my Department and local
authorities with a view to improving compliance with, and oversight of, the requirements of
the Building Regulations. In broad terms the measures will involve:

(a) the introduction of mandatory certificates of compliance by builders and designers
of buildings confirming that the statutory requirements of the Building Regulations have
been met;

(b) the lodgement of drawings at both commencement and completion of construction,
demonstrating how the building has been designed and built to comply with all parts of the
Building Regulations;

(c) more efficient pooling of building control staff and resources across the local authority
sector to ensure more effective and meaningful oversight of building activity;

(d) standardised approaches and common protocols to ensure nationwide consistency in
the administration of building control functions;

(e) better support and further development of the building control function nationwide.

Mandatory certification, lodgement of drawings and improved inspection arrangements as out-
lined above are key reforms which, I believe, will have the capacity to improve the quality of
buildings and will lead to further strengthening of the regulatory regime as early as possible
in 2012.

The Local Government Efficiency Review Group recommended in its Report in July 2010
that a single building inspectorate service could be established on a regional basis to streamline
the approach to the inspection of property. The matter is being kept under review in the
context of the above-mentioned actions being taken at Department and at Local Authority
levels to further the development of the Building Control function.

Building Regulations set out the legal minimum performance standards which a completed
building (including a dwelling) must achieve. Building Control Regulations deal with pro-
cedural matters relating to the administration of the Building Control function. Both sets of
regulations are subject to ongoing review by my Department in conjunction with the Building
Regulations Advisory Body (BRAB).
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Social and Affordable Housing

539. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and
Local Government the reason applicants from an EEA and or a non-EEA country applying
for social housing cannot just sign a sworn affidavit stating that they do not own property; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11605/12]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The primary purpose of social housing support is to ensure that
persons and families who do not have sufficient resources to provide accommodation them-
selves to meet their needs are provided with adequate housing for their needs.

Regulation 22 of Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 provides that an applicant
household for long-term social housing support is ineligible for social housing support if a
household member owns alternative accommodation that could meet their needs, either
through occupation or through the proceeds of selling that accommodation. Part 11 of the
prescribed social housing application form therefore asks for information on applicants’ current
and past property ownership either in the State or abroad.

In seeking to determine the eligibility for social housing support the housing authority may
seek additional documentation from applicants. It is a matter for the local authority to deter-
mine what is required in individual cases.

Appointments to State Boards

540. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local
Government if any State board appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses;
the names of such persons; the corresponding savings to the State; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11894/12]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Earlier this year my Department contacted State Agencies under its aegis requesting that Board
members be offered the option to waive fees on a discretionary basis. So far my Department
is not aware of any board member that has exercised this option.

Ministerial Transport

541. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of ministerial
transport for the senior Minister in his Department for the period 1 June 2010 to 31 December
2010; and the information should include any payment made in 2011 related to a 2010
claim. [10625/12]

542. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of ministerial
transport for the senior Minister in his Department and that of the Government Chief Whip
for the period relating to 1 June 2010 to December 2010; and the information should include
any payment made in 2011 related to a 2010 claim. [10634/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
541 and 542 together.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be
in contact with the Deputy when this information is to hand.

International Agreements

543. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Government
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has ratified the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against
women and domestic violence; if it intends to; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10779/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my response
to PQ numbers 485 and 521 of Tuesday, 14th February, 2012, where I stated that the Council
of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic
Violence is a very detailed Convention with a very broad scope across a number of policy
areas. Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based
Violence, an executive office within my Department, has examined the Convention and has
requested observations on potential policy and legislative implications from relevant govern-
ment departments and state agencies. Following receipt of the observations, consideration will
be given to any issues which need to be addressed. It is hoped that this will be quickly followed
by a submission to the Government on the question of signature of the Convention by Ireland.

Garda Operations

544. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the guidelines in place
to compensate householders for damage caused to their homes during Garda raids when no
drugs or illegal substances are found in the dwelling; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11130/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Claims from property owners for
damage caused to their properties arising from searches undertaken by the Garda Síochána
are delegated to and managed by the State Claims Agency. Each claim is considered separately
depending on the particular facts of the case.

The general policy of the State Claims Agency, however, in relation to such claims is that
where the Gardaí cause damage to property in conducting a search, any claim from the property
owner in respect of that damage is contested provided the Gardaí were acting on foot of a
valid search warrant. Search warrants authorise the Gardaí to use force to gain entry to a
property if necessary and the Gardaí have no legal liability to the property owner for the
damage caused in forcing entry to the property. The approach taken by the State Claims
Agency in denying liability and contesting these claims has been upheld by the Courts in a
number of claims brought to Court by property owners.

Closed Circuit Television Systems

545. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding
the progress of CCTV systems for the Cardiffbridge and Wellmount Road junction in Finglas,
Dublin, which were approved but have not yet been put in place. [11482/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the information
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be in contact with the Deputy when
this information is to hand.

Ministerial Transport

546. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the minis-
terial transport fleet from 1 June 2010 to 31 December 2010; and if he will provide a breakdown
of costs between salaries paid to Garda drivers, allowances paid to them, car costs and all other
relevant costs. [10603/12]

300



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the information
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be in contact with the Deputy when
this information is to hand.

547. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the office
holders Garda car pool as it related to former office holders and An Taoiseach from 1 June
2010 to 31 December 2010; and if he will provide a breakdown of costs between salaries paid
to Garda drivers, all allowances paid to them, car costs and all other relevant costs. [10604/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the information
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be in contact with the Deputy when
this information is to hand.

548. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the office
holders Garda car pool in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011, salaries
paid to Garda drivers, subsistence and travel expenses paid to Garda drivers, car costs and
other related costs and to provide this information in a tabular form with a breakdown between
those office holders entitled to a car, the information should include any payment made in 2012
related to a 2011 claim. [10605/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the information
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be in contact with the Deputy when
this information is to hand.

549. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the office
holders Garda car pool as it related to former office holders from 1 June 2011 to 31 December
2011; if he will provide a breakdown of costs between salaries paid to Garda drivers, all allow-
ances paid to them, car costs and all other relevant costs. [10606/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under the new arrangements for
Office Holder transport, Garda cars and drivers were withdrawn from former Presidents and
Taoisigh with effect from 16 June 2011 but official transport may be provided to them on
important State occasions.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be
in contact with the Deputy when this information is to hand.

Registration of Title

550. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding an
application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10620/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that under
the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority (PRA) was
established as and from 4 November 2006. The PRA replaces the Registrar of Deeds and Titles
as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, subject to the
above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

The Deputy will be aware of the service to T.D.s and Senators which provides information
on the current status of applications, such as the subject of this question, which was introduced
in May 2006. The service provides a speedier, more efficient and more cost effective alternative
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to submitting Parliamentary Questions. It is operated by the PRA and is available all year
round.

I can further inform the Deputy that his query has been forwarded to the PRA for attention
and direct reply via the above mentioned service.

Departmental Meetings

551. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the meetings that he,
his special advisers or senior departmental officials have had with representatives of a company
(details supplied). [10658/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I understand the Deputy is referring
to meetings that may have taken place with this company in relation to ‘upward only rent
reviews’. I can confirm that neither my Special Advisors nor I have met with representatives
from the company in question. I am also informed that no Senior Officials from my Department
have held meetings with this company in relation to the matter.

Prisoner Rights

552. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has made
requests to Governors of prisons to make provision for prisoners to practice their religious
faiths as set out in section 35 of the Prisons Act 2007 including providing access to imams or
rabbis or other clerics according to their religious faith, adhering to specific dietary rules, and
provision of religious texts in prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10681/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that the
then Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform in exercise of the powers conferred on
him by Section 35 of the Prisons Act, 2007 made the Prison Rules, 2007 (S.I. No. 252 of 2007).
These Rules came into operation on 1st October 2007.

Section 34 of the Rules covers the practice of religious, spiritual and moral life by prisoners,
including access to spiritual and pastoral visits and access to religious books, and material.
Section 23 of the Rules covers the provision of special dietary menus for religious, cultural and
medical reasons.

The Rules apply in all prisons and places of detention under the auspices of the Irish Prison
Service. I can assure the Deputy that Governors are very aware of the importance of religious
practice in the life of prisoners and every effort is made to facilitate this to the fullest extent
possible within the prison environment.

Proposed Legislation

553. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects the
general scheme of the Mediation Bill to be submitted to Government; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10695/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to say that earlier
today the Government approved my proposals for the Mediation Bill which will give effect to
the undertaking in the Government’s Programme for National Recovery (2011-2016) to encour-
age and facilitate the use of mediation to resolve civil, commercial and family disputes.

As indicated in Section G of the Government Legislation Programme published on 11
January, I intend to forward the General Scheme of the Bill to the Joint Committee on Justice,
Defence and Equality for any observations or suggestions they may have prior to finalising its
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contents. I also intend to publish the draft legislation on my Department’s web site in the
near future.

554. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any legislation regard-
ing the regularisation scheme for undocumented migrants in Ireland will be introduced in Dáil
Éireann this year or during the lifetime of the 31st Dáil; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10722/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply
below to Parliamentary Question No. 168 of 17 November 2011. The position is unchanged
since then.

I am aware that there have been proposals of this nature and of course my Department
will give due consideration to the issue. However great caution should be exercised before
embarking on such a project. A proposal of this nature could give rise to very large, unpre-
dictable and potentially very costly impacts across the full range of public and social services.

At EU level, the Member States, in agreeing the European Pact on Immigration and Asy-
lum at the European Council in October 2008, made specific commitments “to use only
case-by-case regularisation, rather than generalised regularisation, under national law, for
humanitarian or economic reasons”. While the Pact is not legally binding, the political com-
mitment among the Member States, then and now, is clearly against any form of process that
would in any way legitimise the status of those unlawfully present without first examining
the merits of their individual case.

Any possible implication for the operation of the Common Travel Area would also have
to be very carefully considered.

Security Industry

555. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has considered
conducting a review of the operation of the Private Security Services Act 2004; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [10734/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Private Security Services Act
2004 (as amended) provides that the Private Security Authority (PSA) is the regulatory body
responsible for the regulation and licensing of the security industry in Ireland. The Authority
is an independent body under the aegis of my Department.

The PSA undertook a phased roll out of licensing of the private security industry. It com-
menced licensing of contractors in 2006 and this was followed by the licensing of certain individ-
uals in 2007. I understand that there are, at present, almost 750 licensed contractors and over
27,000 licensed individuals operating in the security industry. Licensing of the remaining sub-
sectors of the industry is expected to be completed in the coming years. The transformation
which regulation has brought about to date, in just over 7 years, has been significant with many
positive benefits for both the industry, the wider business community and the public alike.

As regards the legislation itself, the 2004 Act was amended, last August, by the enactment
of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 2011. These amendments strengthen certain
financial, licensing and enforcement functions of the Authority and came about following
lessons learned by the Authority from its operations to date.

As the Authority continues its work and further expands its operations, no doubt further
lessons will be learned. However, given the relatively short timeframe in which the Authority
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has been operating, the phased roll out of its licensing to date and the enactment of the legislat-
ive amendments last year, I have no current plans to review the operation of the 2004 Act. I
am of course open to considering such a review in the future, should the need arise.

Court Sittings

556. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has been
drawn to the delays faced by persons who are looking for a sitting of the Circuit Court in
relation to family law proceedings in Bray, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [10736/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The allocation of the business of
the courts, scheduling of court cases and the management of court lists are matters for the
judiciary and in particular the Presidents of the courts and it would not be appropriate for me
to make any comment in relation to this matter. The Deputy will be aware that judges are,
subject to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of their judicial functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the
Courts Service has informed me that the waiting times for family law cases in the Circuit Court
in Bray Co Wicklow are between eight and nine months. The Deputy will appreciate that all
court cases are listed in such a way as to make optimum use of court time. I am informed, for
example, that a presiding Judge may give priority to criminal matters where defendants may
be in custody particularly in circumstances where there may be longer waiting times for crimi-
nal trials.

It should be noted there are currently five vacancies on the Circuit Court while two additional
vacancies will occur on 29 February, and three Circuit Court judges are assigned to the Mahon
Tribunal. I am currently awaiting recommendations from the Judicial Appointments Advisory
Board in respect of the current vacancies. Following receipt of those recommendations, the
Government will make nominations to fill the vacancies as soon as possible which will have a
substantial impact on court waiting times.

Proposed Legislation

557. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
an update on marriage equality legislation which grants full marriage to gay and lesbian
couples. [10792/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that legislation
providing for same-sex marriage cannot be enacted without an amendment to the Constitution
following a Yes vote in a referendum on the matter. In this regard the Programme for Govern-
ment includes a commitment to establish a Constitutional Convention to consider constitutional
reform on a number of issues including provision for same-sex marriage.

Ministerial Transport

558. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of mile-
age clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers attached
to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a monthly
basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list of trips
for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10805/12]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that
there have not been any amounts claimed or paid from my Department in respect of Ministerial
mileage expenses since March 2011.

Garda Vetting of Personnel

559. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a
protocol in place which allows applications from participants on the Department of Social
Protection’s TÚS programme to receive Garda vetting in a short period, say three weeks, while
other applications for Garda vetting are currently taking 16 weeks, much to the frustration of
community child care facilities which are awaiting such clearance for replacement staff.
[10817/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda auth-
orities that the current average processing time at the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) is
2 weeks approximately. Seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information
on particular applications can, however, result in this processing time being exceeded on
occasion. There is no protocol in place for fast tracking applications of TÚS participants and
there is no necessity for such special arrangements given the short processing times.

I would remind the Deputy that since I became Minister I have taken a number of measures
to ensure that the time it takes for the processing of vetting applications improves significantly.
I remain very conscious of the need to keep the time required to obtain a vetting to the
minimum possible.

Nonetheless registered organisations have been advised to take account of the possible need
for additional information to be provided in some cases in their recruitment and selection
process.

Departmental Expenditure

560. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
provide the total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant
has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and
Junior Ministers and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants.
[10859/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The total amount spent on enter-
tainment expenses in my Department since being appointed is €1,254. Ministerial entertainment
expenses are €858. Entertainment expenses for The Junior Minister are nil. Entertainment
expenses in 2011 for The Secretary General are €396 Entertainment expenses in 2011 for Senior
Civil Servants are nil.

March 2011 to January 2012 2011

Minister €858

Junior Minister Nil

Secretary General €396

Senior Civil Servants Nil Nil

Total €1,254 Nil

Citizenship Applications

561. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding
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an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [10868/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizenship
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a
certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in
December, 2011.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant
meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me
for decision as expeditiously as possible.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of
the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Human Rights Issues

562. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the
steps he is taking to prevent human trafficking into here; the actions taken to identify and assist
those trafficked for prostitution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11383/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Over the past few years strong
legislative, administrative and operational measures have been put in place to combat and
prevent trafficking in persons for both sexual and labour exploitation purposes. The Criminal
Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 with penalties of up to life imprisonment for human traf-
ficking has greatly strengthened the law in this area. Section 5 of the Act makes it an offence
to solicit or importune a trafficked person, in any place, public or private for the purposes of
prostitution. A dedicated Anti-Human Trafficking Unit was established in my Department in
2008 with the purpose of ensuring that the State’s response to human trafficking is coordinated
and comprehensive. This led to the production of a National Action Plan to Prevent and
Combat Trafficking of Persons for the period from June 2009 to December 2012 setting out
144 Actions of which 97 were completed or significantly progressed at the end of 2011 with a
further 47 on-going.

In addition to the dedicated Unit in my Department there are 3 other dedicated Units in
State Agencies dealing with the issue — the Human Trafficking Investigation and Co-ordi-
nation Unit in the Garda National Immigration Bureau; the Anti-Human Trafficking Team in
the Health Service Executive and a specialised Human Trafficking legal team in the Legal Aid
Board. Dedicated personnel are also assigned to deal with the prosecution of cases in the
Director of Public Prosecutions Office. All persons encountered or referred to An Garda Síoch-
ána as victims are immediately offered access to a range of services provided by the State
including accommodation, medical care, psychological assistance, legal aid and advice, and
crime prevention advice.There are a wide range of training and awareness raising activities
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on-going and extensive consultation structures exist with Non-Governmental Organisations,
International Organisations and State Agencies.

The Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill contains statutory protections for victims
of trafficking and also provides for recovery and reflection periods and temporary residence
permission for persons whom a member of the Garda Síochána, not below the rank of Superin-
tendent, considers that there are reasonable grounds for believing that the person is a victim
of human trafficking. These provisions are reflected in Administrative Immigration Arrange-
ments for the Protection of Victims of Human Trafficking which have been in place since the
enactment of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act, 2008. The law in relation to human
trafficking and prostitution is kept under continuing review in my Department.

The Garda authorities have conducted a number of operations to combat human trafficking
and prostitution and will continue to do so in line with intelligence available to them. Traffick-
ing in human beings is again a policing priority this year, as it has been in recent years. A
number of prosecutions have been secured for trafficking and related offences. The details for
2009 and 2010 are set out in data reports published by my Department. The 2011 report is
currently being compiled. A number of cases are also before the Courts. An Garda Síochána
works closely with other police forces which has resulted in offenders being convicted in
other jurisdictions.

Proposed Legislation

563. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the exact position in
relation to squatters rights; if it is envisaged that a review of this matter will take place; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11388/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Adverse possession of land arises
where the limitation periods set out in the Statute of Limitation 1957 expire, thereby rendering
it impossible to commence proceedings for recovery of the land. The Law Reform Commission
has included reform of the law relating to adverse possession in its current law reform prog-
ramme and expects to publish a Report containing reform recommendations in due course.
Reform of this important area of land law will be addressed on receipt of the Commission’s
Report.

Garda Deployment

564. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
full-time staff, if any, that will be employed by the missing persons bureau in the near future;
if he has considered allocating additional funding to the missing persons bureau; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11412/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that the
Commissioner, in consultation with his senior management team, is responsible for the detailed
allocation of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no function
in that process.

All incidents where persons have been reported missing remain under investigation until
such times as the person is located. District Officers in the area where persons have gone
missing take direct responsibility for all investigations / searches carried out. Local investigation
teams are appointed by the District Officer and all means necessary, including the services of
specialist units, are deployed to assist in these investigation, when considered appropriate.
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I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Missing Persons Bureau is respon-
sible for all data relating to missing persons and provides expert assistance and advice to Dis-
trict Officers in all high risk missing person cases. Incidents relating to persons reported missing
are subject of review, on a regular basis, by the Missing Persons Bureau. Two Garda Sergeants
and two civilian support staff are currently assigned to the Missing Persons Bureau.

Asylum Support Services

565. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the future
of the Mosney asylum facility in Bettystown, County Meath; if he intends to close the facility
down; the plans that exist for the rehousing of asylum seekers; if any current resident will be
re-located; if so, the location of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11421/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would refer the Deputy to my
response on 23/02/2012 to a similar question raised by Deputy Regina Doherty (10392/12),
which is essentially repeated here.

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department is charged with responsi-
bility for the accommodation of asylum seekers while their applications for protection are being
processed. As of 12/02/2012, there were 5,313 accommodated in RIA centres located through-
out the State, with a total of 573 persons living at the Mosney centre.

The number of asylum seekers requiring accommodation now and the likely number in the
future are under constant review and it is not possible at this stage to predict what particular
accommodation facilities will be required in the short or medium term future. There are no
immediate plans to change existing arrangements at the Mosney Centre. In accordance with
standard procedures RIA will shortly be entering into discussions with the contractor at
Mosney in the context of the expiry of the current contract in June this year. Plainly, it is not
possible at this stage to say what the outcome of those discussions will be.

RIA will continue to have regard for the recommendations contained in the ‘Value for
Money Report and Policy Review — Asylum Seeker Accommodation Programme’ (May 2010),
which is available on RIA’s website (www.ria.gov.ie) and the general economic constraints,
which apply to all public spending and which will continue to apply in management of the
direct provision budget.

Prison Accommodation

566. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he intends to
publish the report on improving conditions in Cork Prison that was submitted to him by the
Prison Service; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11488/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that the
Plan submitted by the Irish Prison Service to address issues in Cork Prison is being considered.
I will be making an announcement relevant to this matter shortly.

Departmental Advertising

567. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and
costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil and public
service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process; the
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number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11511/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Four advertisements were placed
in national newspapers in respect of competitions to fill civil service positions specific to my
Department. The costs of advertisements in all cases were borne by the Public Appointment
Service. Two of these competitions have not yet reached their conclusion. The successful candi-
dates in the other two competitions were already serving civil servants.

Garda Operations

568. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if gardaí will remove
those occupying Dame Street, Dublin, in view of the fact that the occupation is damaging local
businesses and will not present Ireland favourably abroad on St. Patrick’s Day when the Central
Bank of Ireland plaza is prominent on worldwide TV screens; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11593/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate that
the policing of protests is an operational matter for An Garda Síochána. I am informed that
the group referred to is currently encamped on private property which is within Pearse Street
Garda District where Garda management has been addressing the situation. They are aware,
in particular, of issues surrounding the St. Patrick’s Festival.

Ministerial Transport

569. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide a
breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in 2011; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11905/12]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the information
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities. I will be in contact with the Deputy when
this information is to hand.

570. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the cost to his Department of the
senior Minister’s car and that of the Government Chief Whip in the period relating to 1 June
2011 to 31 December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior
Minister and the Government Chief Whip; the salaries paid to civilian drivers; overtime, subsist-
ence and travel expenses paid to civilian drivers and all other related information; and the
information should include any payment made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10648/12]

571. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Defence the amount of mileage clocked
up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers attached to his Depart-
ment since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a monthly basis for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list of trips for which
mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10798/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 570 and
571 together.

In accordance with Government Decision of 15 March 2011, I retain a State car and Garda
drivers in my capacity as the Minister for Justice and Equality.

The Government Chief Whip and Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach and
the Department of Defence, Paul Kehoe T.D., is assigned two civilian drivers. The costs associ-
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ated with the drivers for the period 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 is set out below. Any
mileage and car related expenses paid to Minister of State Kehoe are a matter for the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach.

Paid 1/6/2011 to 31/12/2011 Paid in 2012 but relating to 2011

Basic Pay €43,211.70 Nil

Pay for extra attendance €1,263.50 €2,256.25

Travel and Subsistence €9,479.36 €862.18

Departmental Expenditure

572. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide the
total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil servant has spent on
entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and junior Ministers
and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants. [10852/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since being appointed as Minister for Defence,
and Minister of State at the Department of Defence, respectively, neither myself nor Mr Paul
Kehoe T.D., have incurred expenditure on entertainment. The entertainment expenses of the
Secretary General in 2011 amounted to €1,132.80 including expenses which arose in hosting a
seminar in Ireland jointly with Finland.

Defence Forces Personnel

573. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Defence if he is going to honour the
outcome of independent third party adjudications made in relation to agreements between his
Department and PDFORRA in relation to the payment of allowances; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [11135/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Subject to the provisions of the Financial Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009 and the terms of the Public Service Agreement
2010-2014 the findings of the third party adjudicator in relation to claims by PDFORRA are
currently being honoured. In September 2010 the Independent Adjudicator under the Concili-
ation and Arbitration Scheme for the Defence Forces issued a number of adjudication reports
without taking into account the provisions of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public
Interest Act, 2009 and the terms of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014. By way of corre-
spondence dated 15 December 2010 the Adjudicator clarified to both my Department and
PDFORRA that three of his adjudication reports which found in favour of PDFORRA could
not be implemented while the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009
was in place.

In addition it should be noted that all parties to the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014
including PDFORRA have agreed that no cost-increasing claims for improvement in pay or
conditions of employment will be made or processed during the currency of the Agreement.

Departmental Advertising

574. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Defence the number and costs of
advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil and public service
in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process; the number of
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vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11504/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the past 12 months, 3 recruitment advertise-
ments have been placed in the national newspapers in respect of officer cadetship competitions
and medical officer competitions for the Defence Forces, at a cost of €60,314. A total of 32
cadets were inducted from the 2011 officer cadetship competition. Applications are still being
received for the medical officers competition, with two offers having been made and accepted
to date.

An advertisement was placed in the national newspapers at a cost of €4,411 in respect of a
vacancy for a civilian archivist. It is anticipated that one new entrant will commence employ-
ment shortly arising from the recruitment process that took place following on from the adver-
tisement.

Departmental Bodies

575. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence if any State board appointees
have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons; the corresponding
savings to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11892/12]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with the protocol notified to all
Government Departments by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform that board
members be given the option to waive the related board fee, no members of boards under the
aegis of my Department have volunteered to waive their fees.

Fur Farming

576. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he has considered the shutting down of feral mink farms and other fur farms in the country
to help eradicate the problems associated with feral mink; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10651/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A report published
by my Department in 2009 estimated the population of wild mink in the State could reach a
total of between 20,500 and 33,500 individuals, and identified ground-nesting birds as the spec-
ies most vulnerable to mink predation. Accordingly, my Department is concentrating its
resources on protecting the nesting sites of rare and threatened bird species, including red-
throated diver, corncrake, grey partridge, waders and terns, from a range of predators, including
mink. Experience has shown that targeted control of predators at specific times can have a
significant benefit to the breeding success of these bird species.

With regard to the particular funding referred to by the Deputy, I requested, in granting the
funding in question to the National Association of Regional Game Councils (NARGC), that,
as far as it is possible, special attention should be given to the counties of Donegal, Galway,
Mayo and Kerry to enhance work in those areas where my Department has been concentrating
its own efforts.

My Department is particularly aware of the potential impacts of mink control on non-target
species, especially otter, pine marten and stoat. The funding, therefore, is being provided to
the NARGC with a strong reminder that these other species are protected. Accordingly, even
accidental capture of such species while targeting mink would be an offence and only acceptable
legal forms of live traps can be used, with snares and fentraps expressly forbidden.
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Departmental Bodies

577. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
plans for the vacant Teagasc site in Navan, County Meath. [10665/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Operational
matters such as this are properly the responsibility of the Teagasc Authority and not the Mini-
ster. I am advised by Teagasc that they continue to provide services from their local office on
the Kells Road, Navan and that the vacant site in question belongs to the Office of Public
Works. The future use of this site is a matter for the Office of Public Works.

Metrology Service

578. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
arrangements and procedures in place for verifying the accuracy of the weighing equipment
used in meat plants for weighing carcasses of cattle, sheep and pigs for the purpose of purchas-
ing these animals from farmers; if he will provide the details on the number of checks under-
taken across all of the factories for each species of animal over the period 2007 to 2011; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [10706/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Legal Metrol-
ogy Service of the National Standards Authority of Ireland, established under the Metrology
Act of 1996, has statutory responsibility for the verification of weighing equipment in abattoirs.
However, officials of my Department carry out checks of weighing equipment in beef abattoirs
during routine control inspections concerning beef carcase classification. These checks include
the use of check weights on the kill floor scales and the re-weighing of cold carcases. From
2007 to 2011, these checks were carried out approximately 2,655 times in abattoirs.

Fur Farming

579. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his policy
on fur farming; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11056/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Review Group
set up in my Department to review the issue of fur farming along specific terms of reference
will conclude its report shortly.

The Terms of Reference of the Group are as follows:

1. To review fur farming in Ireland taking into account existing legislative provisions for
the licensing of mink farming,

2. To comment on the economic benefits of the sector,

3. To consider the effectiveness of existing welfare controls, and

4. To make appropriate recommendations.

Submissions were invited on the review and a large number were received from interested
parties and these were examined by the Group. I will consider what action, if any, to take
following the submission and conclusions of the Review Group’s findings.

Agricultural Exports

580. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will detail, in view of Mr. Xi Jinping’s recent identification of agriculture as one of three
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priority areas in scaling two-way trade and investment, the specific elements of the sector which
have been pin-pointed for investment; the planned level of investment for the areas over the
next two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11103/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): China is a key
strategic market for Irish exports of food seafood and beverages and presents significant oppor-
tunities for other exports. Exports of Irish food and beverages to China are estimated in 2011
at €215m, including exports of hides and skins.

Since taking office as Minister for Agriculture Food and the Marine, I have sought to foster
close relationships with my Ministerial counterparts in China and between officials from our
respective administrations to further areas of mutual cooperation and to advance and facilitate
market access opportunities in China. In May last year, the Agriculture Vice Minister, Niu Dun
visited Ireland and was shown at first hand our agricultural production systems, our high food
safety standards and veterinary controls and our state of the art laboratories. This visit culmi-
nated in the signing of an Action Plan in relation to mutual cooperation in the agri-food and
fisheries areas which is being implemented at present.

When Vice President Xi Jinping visited Ireland between 18 and 20 February, he specifically
asked to visit a farm in Ireland and I had wide ranging discussions with him on China’s concerns
regarding food security. In his discussions with the Taoiseach, he outlined proposals for further
development of the relationship between China and Ireland, including practical cooperation
and exchanges in various fields such as agriculture. He also specifically highlighted the area of
Animal Husbandry as an area in which China had a particular interest in learning from Ireland.
Ireland is viewed as a country with very high food safety standards and veterinary controls, as
a leading expert in areas of traceability, public health controls, genetic improvements, grass land
management, feeding systems and in sustainable production systems, particularly in relation to
meat and dairy production. China has a particular interest in these areas.

I would hope that in my proposed trade Mission to China, which will take place from 15-22
April,we can further explore and deepen these levels of cooperation and trust that have
developed between our two countries in the agriculture and fisheries areas.

In relation to two way investments, a number of Irish agri-food companies are already
present in China and have made investments in setting up companies in China. Further invest-
ment decisions will be a matter for Irish food companies and their Chinese partners.

In relation to international investment in Ireland, I have identified, in relation to the Fisheries
sector, the development of deep sea aquaculture as a means of expanding the production of
organic farmed salmon. This will contribute to increased exports of fish and provide significant
direct and indirect employment in vulnerable coastal communities. Ireland would welcome
international interest in investing in Ireland’s proposed large scale deep sea salmon farming,
including that from China.

Departmental Bodies

581. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
plans in place for the Teagasc office in Manorhamilton County Leitrim; if it is to be closed and
services moved to Ballymote in County Sligo; if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties
that this will cause farmers in north Leitrim; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10609/12]

584. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the position regarding the Teagasc office in Manorhamilton, County Leitrim; if a decision has
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been made by Teagasc to close this office; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10666/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 581 and 584 together.

This is an operational matter for the Teagasc Authority. Teagasc is currently implementing
a major ‘Change Programme’ to rationalise resources and has decided to concentrate the deliv-
ery of its services at fewer centres. The existing network of advisory offices is being streamlined
from 91 to 51 by end 2012. The decision to close offices is entirely a matter for the Teagasc
Authority.

I understand from Teagasc that no decision has been made to close the Manorhamilton
office. A review will be carried out of their remaining advisory office structure on completion of
the current rationalization programme. Teagasc is committed to providing high quality advisory
services to farmers in the Sligo/Leitrim region. In addition to the Manorhamilton office,
enhanced advisory offices are located in Ballymote and Mohill where a new purpose built office
was opened in 2009.

Grant Payments

582. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a decision will issue on an application for a hardship grant in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10618/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the Hard-
ship Grant Scheme, assistance is available from my Department to eligible herdowners who
are restricted under the TB/BR Eradication Scheme during the period from the 1 November
to 30 April.

An essential condition of eligibility for the scheme is that the herdowner must not be in
receipt of off farm income and must not have any income from milk sales during the period to
which payment refers. In this instance, since the herdowner continued to supply milk during
the restriction period, he is ineligible under the scheme. The herd in question was derestricted
on the 2 February 2012.

Ministerial Transport

583. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the cost
to his Department of the senior Ministers car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31
December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he
will detail the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid
to them and all other related information, and the information should include any payment
made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10635/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The cost to my
Department of the senior Minister’s car in the period 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 was
€65,484.22.

Question No. 584 answered with Question No. 581.

Grant Payments

585. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the position regarding an outstanding single farm 2011 payment and the 2011 forestry payment
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in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10667/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application
under the Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 26 April 2011.
Payments have already been made to the person named on 17 October 2011 and 1 December
2011 in respect of 17.39 entitlements. As regards the forestry payment, a technical difficulty
has now been resolved and arrangements are being made for early payment of the grant and
premium due. The balancing payment under the Single Payment Scheme will issue shortly in
respect of the remaining 5.74 entitlements following the resolution of the forestry issues.

586. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to
Parliamentary Question No. 544 of the 24 January 2012, when payment will issue to a person
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10682/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect from the
1st September 2010 and full payment totalling €878.08 issued in respect of 2010. Payment in
respect of the 2011 Scheme year is subject to a similar administrative checking process which
includes verification of capital investment through checks on receipts. During these checks a
query arose in relation to an overclaim on the capital expenditure claim of the person named.
My Department issued a letter dated 13 February to the person named regarding this matter.
The application will now be processed and a reduced payment will issue to the person named
at the earliest opportunity in respect of 2011.

587. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position
regarding the agri-environment option scheme payments in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10748/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect from the
1st September 2010 and full payment totalling €1,111.55 has issued in respect of 2010.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification
System, had to be completed before any payment could issue in respect of 2011. These checks
have now been successfully completed and I expect payment to issue to the person named
shortly.

Commonage Division

588. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that re-inspection of commonage areas in County Galway
to determine their forage area is currently being carried out on land prone to seasonal flooding
and on land that is currently flooded; his views that this exercise can be perceived as poor value
for money at a time of austerity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10751/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy will
be aware that the Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other area-based
schemes, are fully and partially funded by the European Union. The relevant Competent Auth-
orities in each Member State are obliged to ensure that the requirements of the governing EU
Regulations are observed and that only valid applications that fully comply with the require-
ments are paid. The administration of these Schemes in each Member State is subjected to
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close scrutiny by officials of the EU Commission and the EU Court of Auditors to ensure that
the regulatory requirements are met and that the Schemes are applied in a uniform manner
across the European Union.

The requirements provide that payments under the Single Payment Scheme and Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme may be made only in respect of eligible land. Applicants under these
Schemes are obliged annually to declare the land parcels available to them. The details of the
eligible area of the land parcels are recorded on the Department’s Land Parcel Identification
System (LPIS) and the Department continually monitors details of the use and area claimed
for each of some one million parcels on the LPIS system.

My Department, in the context of delivering the Direct Payments Schemes, is required to
carry out annual inspections covering land eligibility and cross compliance to ensure compliance
with EU regulatory requirements. The value of these schemes to Irish farmers is €1.8bn annu-
ally. It is therefore incumbent on my Department to ensure that the regulatory control envir-
onment is comprehensively implemented to avoid EU disallowances.

Grant Payments

589. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
a 2011 REP scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10773/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
commenced REPS in February 2009 and received payments for the first two years of their
contract. REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications
to be completed before any payments can issue. Administrative checks in respect of the 2011
payment have been finalised and the 75% payment amounting to €8517.50 issued to the person
named on 24 February 2012. The remaining 25% balancing payment will issue shortly.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme

590. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will outline the changes to the land classification process used by him for the agri-envir-
onment options scheme and REP scheme; if other State agencies have changed their land
classification criteria; if land previously covered in REPS/AEOS has changed; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [10777/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There have been
no recent changes to the land classification system and the position is that only land that forms
part of the utilisable agricultural area of a holding can qualify for payment under the Rural
Protection scheme (REPS) or the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS). For the pur-
poses of both schemes, the utilisable agricultural area is determined by the corresponding area
declared under the Single Payment Scheme.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service is responsible for the designation of Natura and
other sites which are eligible for payment under REPS and AEOS. I am not aware of any
recent changes in the classification systems for these purposes.

Ministerial Transport

591. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
amount of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all
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Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage
expenses on a monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and
the full list of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [10794/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of
€27,508.77 in mileage expenses was incurred for the period in question. This is an aggregate
total in respect of expenses attributable to myself and Minister of State Shane McEntee. The
overall distance to which this total is attributable is 82,448 kms. The basis on which Ministers
record their mileage does not require them to list individual trips.

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme

592. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding a society. [10810/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is widely recog-
nised that the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme is a very important one for this country, as the
total area designated as disadvantaged is almost 75% of Ireland’s total land area. From an
economic perspective, the Scheme is particularly significant, contributing to the support of in
excess of 100,000 Irish farm families, whose ability to farm is restricted by the physical envir-
onment and, in particular, the impact of the prevailing wet cold climatic conditions. The
Scheme, which is co-funded by the EU, is an integral part of Ireland’s Rural Development
Plan, 2007/2013, and as such, any proposed change to Scheme criteria requires the agreement
of the EU Commission.

The budgeted expenditure under the 2012 Scheme will be reduced from €220 million to €190
million and, in order to achieve the €30 million saving in expenditure, it is proposed to intro-
duce specified changes to the Scheme eligibility criteria for 2012. This reduction will arise from
technical adjustments to the Scheme criteria to ensure that the aid payment is focused on
farmers, whose farming enterprises are situated exclusively in Less Favoured Areas and who
are making a significant contribution to achieving the objectives of the Scheme.

The savings will be achieved without the need to reduce the existing rates of aid and, in
addition, there will also be no reduction in the maximum area payable — 34 hectares. The
proposed changes are designed to ensure that the payments under the Scheme are focused on
those farmers, who (i) are farming exclusively in Disadvantaged Areas, (ii) make a significant
contribution to the maintenance of a viable rural community and (iii) contribute to the
enhancement of the environment.

There are an increasing number of applicants under the Scheme, who have discontinued
livestock (cattle or sheep) farming, but who continue to benefit from aid under the Scheme by
grazing some horses on their land. It is proposed that horses will no longer be eligible for the
stocking density calculation on the basis that these applicants’ contribution to the rural econ-
omy is minimal. However, equine breeding enterprises will continue to be eligible on the basis
of the contribution they make to the local economy. My officials have engaged with the horse
industry representatives in order to agree on criteria that would mean that those equine breed-
ing enterprises (irrespective of their size), who are making a valuable contribution to the local
economy will continue to receive support.

Departmental Expenditure

593. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide the total amount each Government Minister, Minister of State and senior
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civil servant has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the
Ministers and Ministers of State and in the calendar year of 2011 with regard to senior civil
servants. [10848/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The material for
reply is being co-ordinated and will be forwarded to the Deputy shortly.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme

594. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he
has made a decision on opening the agri environment options scheme in 2012; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [10866/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am considering
the possibility of re-opening the Agri-environment Options Scheme on an amended basis or
limited scale in 2012. This decision will be taken in the context of an assessment of how a new
scheme might be funded within the reduced funding and resulting pressures on the Depart-
ment’s Vote in the current year and, in particular, having regard to the expenditure ceiling for
2013 as agreed by the Government.

I will make a decision on this matter shortly.

Grant Payments

595. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
position regarding a single farm payment for 2009, 2010 and 2011 in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo. [10881/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
received an advance payment of €5,158.37 on 19 October 2009 and a balancing payment of
€2,060.73 issued on 1 December 2009 under the 2009 Single Payment Scheme. Following the
processing of an application under the 2011 SPS Scheme, an advance payment of €2,625.72 was
made to the applicant on 15 November 2011 and a balancing payment of €2,603.09 was issued
on 1 December 2011.

In relation to 2010 Scheme, no payment was made as the land declared by the applicant in
his Single Farm Payment application was in over-claim by over of 20%. Under the provisions
of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1122/2009, no payment can be made where such an over-
claim in excess of 20% is established. The extent of the over-claim was confirmed by a ground
inspection in 2010. This decision was subsequently upheld by Agricultural Appeals Office fol-
lowing consideration of an appeal made by the applicant.

Harbours and Piers

596. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
payment will issue to Galway County Council for works done on piers (details supplied) in
Connemara; the reason for the delay in payment; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10902/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Funding for works
at the piers at both Doonloughan and Inis Ní was approved as part of my Departments Fishery
Harbour and Coastal Development Programme for 2011.

Application for payment in respect of these locations was made by Galway County Council
in December 2011 but regrettably my Department was unable to process the applications in
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the absence of an up to date Tax Clearance Certificate from Galway County Council. Galway
County Council has now remedied the position and arrangements have been put in place to
issue the appropriate payments.

Funding for works at Wallace Quay was approved as part of the 2008 Fishery Harbour and
Coastal Development Programme and I can confirm that the full amount of qualifying expendi-
ture has been reimbursed to Galway County Council.

597. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when
money will be sanctioned to Galway County Council for small works on the upgrade of piers
in County Galway this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10903/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Departments
Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme for 2012 is not yet
finalised. I can confirm however, that all applications for funding made by Local Authorities
in respect of qualifying projects are currently being assessed in the context of the available
exchequer funding and other competing priorities.

All Local Authorities will be advised of the funding available to them in respect of qualifying
projects in due course.

Grant Payments

598. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
position regarding an alleged overpayment in the 2010 disadvantaged area scheme to a person
(details supplied) in County Cork; if in view of the small level of payment involved and the
fact that the over claim is only marginally above the 3% threshold, he will review the level of
penalty involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10913/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application
under the Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 12 May 2011,
following processing of this application an overpayment was identified and notified to the
person named. However, following an appeal by the person named, the matter was fully
reviewed and it has been concluded that a penalty is not now warranted. The person named is
being notified, in writing, of this decision. The refund due will issue shortly, directly to the
nominated bank account of the person named.

Horse Racing Ireland

599. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in view
of his statement that the rate of thoroughbred foal levy is calculated by reference to the adver-
tised value of nomination fee to the stallion and Horse Racing Ireland stated rates are per
covering fee with no change in legislation if there is no change in legislation is a refund due to
breeders charged under the old rates method. [11004/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Foal Levy
Scheme was introduced in 2000 on a statutory basis, the Horse and Greyhound Racing (Betting
Charges and Levies) Act, 1999, refers. The Levy is payable by all breeders whose thoroughbred
foals are born and registered in Ireland. The scheme is administered by Horse Racing Ireland,
the State body with responsibility for the thoroughbred sector.

The proceeds of the levy are used by Horse Racing Ireland to help fund the Irish Equine
Centre, the Irish Thoroughbred Breeders Association and Irish Thoroughbred Marketing.
These organisations provide key support structures to the Irish thoroughbred breeding industry.
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The rate of the levy is calculated by reference to the advertised value of the nomination fee
of the stallion in accordance with the provisions of the Thoroughbred Foal Levy Regulations,
2011, S.I. No. 735 of 2011. The amount of the nomination fee actually paid does not enter into
the calculation, for example if a situation were to arise that a mare was covered free of charge
the owner would still be liable to pay a levy based on the advertised value of the nomination
fee of the stallion before the thoroughbred foal could be registered in the studbook.

There are 11 levy rate bands. The setting of the rates of the Levy and the distribution of the
funds is decided by the Board of Horse Racing Ireland based on the advice of its Foal Levy
Committee which includes representatives of the Irish Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association
(ITBA) and the Irish Farmers’ Association (IFA).

The “advertised value” of the nomination fee of the stallion is the same as the covering fee
generally applicable as notified by the stallion owner to HRI for the purposes of calculating
the Levy. Horse Racing Ireland, in consultation with the Foal Levy Committee and breeders
representatives, made, with my approval, a number of changes to the Foal Levy rates and
bands for all registrations with effect from 1 January 2012. However, all registrations in 2011
or earlier would have attracted levy at the then existing rates. There is no question of any
refunds of levies already paid in previous years because of the new rates and bands that came
into effect from 1st January 2012.

Marine Safety

600. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that Bord Iascaigh Mhara is providing subsidised marine
safety training to the commercial sector, thus putting the private training companies which are
Government approved, at a disadvantage in view of the fact that they are unable to compete
with Government subsidised training and jobs in the sector are being put at risk; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11116/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Iascaigh
Mhara (BIM) is an independent statutory body and the main provider of vocational training
to the seafood industry. I have requested a report on the issues raised by the Deputy from the
BIM Chairperson.

Milk Quota

601. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views in
relation to the proposed abolition of milk quota in 2015; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11267/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Over the past year,
I and my Department have been extremely active in raising the question of an adjustment to
the milk quota regime at every appropriate opportunity. We have made determined efforts to
secure a soft landing for all Member States in the lead-up to milk quota abolition in 2015, as
envisaged in the 2008 CAP Health Check agreement. I have discussed the matter extensively
with other EU Agriculture Ministers, including in bilateral meetings with my Danish, French,
German and Estonian counterparts. Furthermore, officials from my Department have raised
this issue at EU level meetings, and at bi-lateral meetings with other Member States. We will
continue to pursue this matter over the coming months.

Among the options discussed in relation to a soft landing are the front-loading of the remain-
ing quota increases, a reduction in the super levy, a further reduction in butterfat correction
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levels, or a kind of EU flexi-milk arrangement which would operate provided EU production
overall was within quota. Most attention has been focussed on the butterfat correction, and in
December a coalition of Member States involving Ireland, Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium
and Cyprus formally put a specific proposal to the Special Committee for Agriculture for an
adjustment to the butterfat correction mechanism.

Unfortunately, the Commission has consistently resisted attempts to reconsider this issue, as
it has resisted attempts to revisit the outcome of the 2008 CAP Health Check in an overall
sense. This is a view which is supported by a number of Member States, some of whom are
firmly against any further adjustment to the Health Check agreement. It is also the case that
only a minority of Member states is likely to be adversely affected by the current quota restric-
tions, and therefore persuading a qualified majority to agree to an adjustment of the current
regime represents a significant challenge. There are currently no signs of a breakthrough in
this regard.

Irish dairy farmers must therefore continue to operate on the assumption that no further
changes will be made to the milk quota arrangements agreed in the context of the CAP Health
Check. This is extremely important, and I cannot emphasise the point strongly enough. Milk
deliveries in the 2010/2011 milk quota year were only just below quota, and deliveries in
2011/2012 to date continue to run almost on quota. With a super levy an increasing likelihood
in the final years before quota abolition, all dairy farmers must carefully plan their production
activities and pay close attention to the limitations imposed by the quota regime if they are to
avoid potentially ruinous super levy fines.

Common Agricultural Policy

602. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views in
relation to the Common Agricultural Policy reforms that aim to link payments to land size
rather than productivity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11268/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The European
Commission’s proposals for the reform of the CAP post-2013 include a proposal to gradually
move away from payments based on historical production towards a system of uniform national
or regional payment rates by 2019. The mechanism proposed raises serious concerns for
Ireland, in that it would result in very significant transfers from more productive farms to more
marginal and less productive land.

Analysis carried out by my Department indicates that, under a national flat-rate model, the
most productive farmers would lose, on average, about one-third of their current payments,
while the least productive farmers would see their payments rise by an average of 86%. Alter-
native redistributions based on a two-region model, or even an eight-region model, would have
similar outcomes. I do not believe that these are compatible with my commitment to sustainable
intensification of production, the maintenance of a vibrant rural economy and the achievement
of the objectives of the Food Harvest 2020 strategy.

I have been relaying these concerns very strongly at every opportunity in recent months,
most recently in the course of discussions with the European Commissioner for Agriculture
and Rural Development, Dacian Ciolos, during his visit to Dublin last month. I pressed for the
maximum possible flexibility to be given to Member States to design payment models that suit
their own farming conditions, and to include the possibility of lengthy transition periods. The
‘approximation’ approach, by which all payments could gradually move towards the average,
and which the Commission itself has adopted in the distribution of funds between Member
States, is one alternative that is currently being examined.
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I will continue to work intensively with the Commissioner, and with my counterparts at the
Council of Ministers, to achieve the required flexibility and to come up with an acceptable
solution that does not have the dramatic redistributive effects inherent in the current proposals.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme

603. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is
satisfied that the current funding to the REP scheme is sufficient to provide adequate protec-
tion to the environment as per the intention of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11269/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am committed
to agri-environment schemes, which put environmentally-friendly farming to the forefront and
which recognise the vital role farmers play in delivering public goods for the benefit of all
society. This is highlighted by the fact that despite the financial pressures facing my Depart-
ment, I have made provision in 2012 for €243 million under agri-environment schemes, includ-
ing the Rural Environment Protection Scheme and the Agri-environment Options Scheme.

I am satisfied that the schemes make a very worthwhile contributions to the protection of
the environment as intended and that the funding available this year is sufficient to meet the
liabilities arising in accordance with level of scheme participation.

Departmental Funding

604. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is
satisfied with the level of funding afforded to the agriculture sector to maximise the export
potential from the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11270/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the on-
going serious difficulties in the public finances, a total funding of €1,312m is being provided in
the Department’s Vote in 2012, €1,144m in current and €168m for capital expenditure. On the
capital side, the 2012 capital allocation will be boosted by a further €27m by way of carry-over
of savings from 2011 to provide total capital funding next year of €195m. The funding
announced in the 2012 Estimates does not include the €1.3b in payments under EU funded
schemes which are administered by the Department.

This funding commitment is a strong statement of the Government’s support for the agri-
food sector and recognition of the contribution which the sector can make to economic recovery
and future growth in the Irish economy. The schemes and programmes which underpin this
funding aim to protect farm incomes by targeting existing resources at active farmers, support
productivity and the up skilling of farmers and the food sector with a view to developing and
ensuring maximum return for the Irish agri-food sector in line with Food Harvest 2020. I believe
that the agri-food sector will continue to be one of the strongest performing sectors of the
economy this year creating new jobs and building further on the outstanding export perform-
ance in 2011.

Question No. 605 withdrawn.

Sale of State Assets

606. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if carbon
credits will accrue to private leasees of Coillte forestry. [11277/12]
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Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Currently carbon
credits accrue only to new forests planted after 1990. It is the Government’s view that carbon
credits are owned by the State, irrespective of the owner of the land. As announced by the
Government last week, consideration will be given to the sale of some assets of Coillte, exclud-
ing the sale of land, when market conditions are favourable and at an acceptable price to
Government. A valuation of Coillte assets is currently being undertaken by the NTMA
(NewERA unit) in conjunction with my Department and the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform. No decision on the possible sale of Coillte assets will be taken until the
valuation process is completed.

607. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the
public will have access to Coillte forestry land leased to private companies. [11278/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As announced by
the Government last week, consideration will be given to the sale of some assets of Coillte,
excluding the sale of land, when market conditions are favourable and at an acceptable price
to Government. A valuation of Coillte assets is currently being undertaken by the NTMA
(NewERA unit) in conjunction with my Department and the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform. No decision on the possible sale of Coillte assets will be taken until the
valuation process is completed. I am conscious that Coillte’s forests provide a range of rec-
reational opportunities for the general public continuing a long tradition of open access to state
owned forests. I am aware that this is a very significant issue of concern for the general public,
therefore public access to recreational land will be an important consideration in the decision-
making process regarding the potential sale of such assets.

Grant Payments

608. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a
decision on an agri-environment option scheme will issue to a person (details supplied).
[11298/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect from 1
September 2010. Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based pay-
ment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land
Parcel Identification System, have to be completed before any payment can issue. During these
checks a query arose in respect of land parcels declared which require digitisation of the areas
concerned. This is being dealt with by my Department at present and once the digitisation
process is completed, the application will be processed with a view to making payment at the
earliest opportunity.

Global Strategic Framework

609. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
his views on an issue (details supplied) regarding Trocaire Ireland; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11299/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The first dis-
cussions on the Global Strategic Framework will be held at the FAO Regional Conferences.
The European Regional Conference, which my Department will be attending, will take place
in April in Baku, Azerbaijan and will be an opportunity for Ireland to feed into the process
and to influence the consensus ERG position to be formulated.
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Ireland’s submission will be prepared by my Department in consultation with our colleagues
in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. While our submission has yet to be completed,
I can assure you that it will be very supportive of smallholder farmers, particularly women, in
developing countries. Our submission will be informed by the 2008 Hunger Task Force Report,
which recommended three priority areas for Ireland in its efforts to address global hunger: 1)
support to smallholder farmers, particularly women, in Africa; 2) addressing maternal and
infant undernutrition, and 3) strengthening international political commitment to addressing
Hunger.

Ireland has made steady progress in implementing the Hunger Task Force recommendations.
Through our overseas development programme, Irish Aid, we support a comprehensive range
of programmes to sustainably improve food and nutrition security of the poorest and most
vulnerable. For example, in Malawi, we support smallholder farmers’ organisations to improve
soil fertility and diversify to more nutritious crops; in Tanzania, we support smallholder farm-
ers’ access to better farm inputs such as seeds and fertiliser; and in Lesotho, we support small-
holder farmers to develop vegetable gardens to improve household nutrition. At the inter-
national level, we work to ensure that global agricultural research is focused on the needs of
women smallholder farmers, and that research outputs are readily available to the poorest
farmers.

The UN Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and Nutrition is another opportunity
to further Ireland’s work in this area, and I look forward to engaging with it. Regarding the
UN Committee on World Food Security in October of this year, a decision on Ministerial
attendance will be taken closer to the event.

Beef Exports

610. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he or his Department has had any contact with the Iranian Government in relation to the
possible reopening of a beef trade with Iran; if the current situation surrounding the question
of the enrichment of uranium has any implications for trade negotiations; if the closure of the
embassy in Tehran has further complicated matters for trade negotiations; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11339/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department
has been in touch with the Iranian authorities, though the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, in furtherance of our continuing efforts to gain access to the Iranian market for Irish
beef and sheepmeat. In particular we have been engaged with official veterinarians from Iran
to demonstrate the quality and safety of our control systems. We would hope to reach an
agreement with the Iranian authorities on a bilateral basis in due course.

In relation to your question about uranium enrichment, this is being dealt with in the context
of broader discussions between the EU and the Iranian government. For the present these
discussions have not had any impact on our efforts to gain market access for Irish sheepmeat
and beef, though of course we will continue to consult closely with and take advice from the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in this regard.

Grant Payments

611. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
position regarding a single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo. [11392/12]

324



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The application
received from the person named was the subject of a Remote Sensing (i.e. Satellite Inspection).
The results of this inspection indicated that over-claims existed on land parcels declared in the
application. With a view to verifying the results of the Remote Sensing Inspection a ground
inspection of these parcels was arranged. The findings of the inspection confirmed that the
total over-claim in the land declared by the applicant was greater than 50%.

In such circumstances, the penalty provided for in Commission Regulation (EC) No
1122/2009 is that no payment can issue in the year in question. In addition, an administrative
fine equalling the money equivalent of the over claim must be deducted from payments due to
the applicant over the following three years. The person named was informed of the over claim
by letter dated 23 December 2011. That letter also informed the applicant that he had a right
to appeal. No appeal has thus far been received. On receipt of any appeal the matter will be
re-examined by my Department.

612. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
position regarding the REP scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo; if he will expedite same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11440/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect from 1
November 2010. Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based pay-
ment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land
Parcel Identification System, have to be completed before any payment can issue. During these
checks a query arose in respect of land parcels declared which require digitisation of the areas
concerned. This is being dealt with by my Department at present and once the digitisation
process is completed, the application will be processed with a view to making payment at the
earliest opportunity.

Global Strategic Framework

613. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11491/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The first dis-
cussions on the Global Strategic Framework will be held at the FAO Regional Conferences.
The European Regional Conference, which my Department will be attending, will take place
in April in Baku, Azerbaijan and will be an opportunity for Ireland to feed into the process
and to influence the consensus ERG position to be formulated.

Ireland’s submission will be prepared by my Department in consultation with our colleagues
in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. While our submission has yet to be completed,
I can assure you that it will be very supportive of smallholder farmers, particularly women, in
developing countries. Our submission will be informed by the 2008 Hunger Task Force Report,
which recommended three priority areas for Ireland in its efforts to address global hunger: 1)
support to smallholder farmers, particularly women, in Africa; 2) addressing maternal and
infant undernutrition, and 3) strengthening international political commitment to addressing
Hunger.

Ireland has made steady progress in implementing the Hunger Task Force recommendations.
Through our overseas development programme, Irish Aid, we support a comprehensive range
of programmes to sustainably improve food and nutrition security of the poorest and most
vulnerable. For example, in Malawi, we support smallholder farmers’ organisations to improve
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soil fertility and diversify to more nutritious crops; in Tanzania, we support smallholder farm-
ers’ access to better farm inputs such as seeds and fertiliser; and in Lesotho, we support small-
holder farmers to develop vegetable gardens to improve household nutrition. At the inter-
national level, we work to ensure that global agricultural research is focused on the needs of
women smallholder farmers, and that research outputs are readily available to the poorest
farmers.

The UN Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and Nutrition is another opportunity
to further Ireland’s work in this area, and I look forward to engaging with it. Regarding the
UN Committee on World Food Security in October of this year, a decision on Ministerial
attendance will be taken closer to the event.

Departmental Advertising

614. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the pro-
cess; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11500/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department
has not placed any advertisements for job vacancies in national newspapers in the past 12
months.

Grant Payments

615. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will provide an update on the outstanding 2011 agri-environment option scheme payment
due to a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11531/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect from 1
September 2010 and full payment totalling €578.69 has issued in respect of 2010. Payment in
respect of the 2011 Scheme year is subject to a similar administrative checking process. During
these checks a query arose in relation to one of the land parcels. This is being dealt with by
my Department at present and once this query is resolved, the application will be further
processed with a view to making payment at the earliest opportunity.

616. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position
regarding an application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11576/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
submitted erroneous dates for three animals under the 2010 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Following
an appeal by the applicant, the case was reviewed and the circumstances as outlined were
accepted by my Department. A letter advising the applicant of the successful outcome of his
appeal was issued by my Department on 5 January 2012. Payment issued in respect of the three
animals on 22 February 2012.

Appointments to State Boards

617. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if any
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State board appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such
persons; the corresponding savings to the State; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11889/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are currently
12 State Bodies (listed below) that fall under the aegis of my Department. Queries regarding
the waiver of fees or expenses issued to Board members should be addressed to the State
agencies themselves.

1. Bord Bia

2. Bord na gCon

3. BIM

4. Coillte

5. Horse Racing Ireland

6. Irish National Stud

7. Marine Institute

8. National Milk Agency

9. Sea Fisheries Protection Authority

10. Teagasc

11. Veterinary Council of Ireland

12. Aquaculture Licence Appeals Board (ALAB)

Ministerial Transport

618. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he
will provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers
in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11899/12]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The payments
made by the Department in 2011 in respect of my transport costs and those of my predecessor,
Mr Brendan Smith TD, are set out in the following table:

Minister Travel expenses for Air Flights Taxi/Car-Hire Drivers’ Salary and
use of private car expenses abroad Subsistence costs

(Note 1)

Simon Coveney €13,299.19 €9,577.37 Note 2 €503.79 €71,646.92

Brendan Smith Nil €278.01 €129.00 Nil

Notes:
Note 1
The system for the provision and transport of transport for Ministers changed from the use of official to private
cars on the appointment of the Government in March 2011. The average annual cost of providing a State car under
the previous administration was €280,000. Under current arrangements the average annual cost is less than €100,000.
Note 2
€4,351.55 of this total was in respect of attendance at Council of Ministers meetings and recoupable from the EU.
The remainder covered the cost of foreign travel engagements including trade missions.
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Child Care Services

619. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding
is available for community crèches; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10668/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government cur-
rently supports the provision of early childhood care and education through three support
programmes — the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, the Community
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme and the Childcare Education and Training Support
(CETS) programme. These programmes are implemented by my Department.

The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme supports only community-based
childcare services by enabling them to provide childcare at reduced rates to disadvantaged and
low income families. These not-for-profit facilities provide childcare at cost price with
reductions to qualifying parents based on the level of subvention they are entitled to under
the programme.

The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme was introduced in January
2010 and provides a free pre-school year to all eligible children in the year before commencing
primary school. Almost every pre-school service in the State is participating in the programme,
ensuring it is available to children in all areas.

The Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme was introduced in
September 2010. Under the CETS programme, funding is provided by my Department to
participating childcare services in return for the provision of free childcare places to qualifying
students and trainees. The eligibility criteria under which students and trainees qualify under
the programme is determined by FÁS and the VECs.

The ECCE and CETS programmes are available in both community and commercial child-
care services. In December 2011, the Government announced a new National Childcare Invest-
ment Programme (NCIP) Capital Funding 2012 grant. This grant will provide capital funding
of €6m this year to both community and private childcare providers currently participating in
one or more of the above funding programmes: CCS programme; CETS programme and ECCE
programme. The funding is available for small maintenance/renovation work or equipment and
the maximum grant available to qualifying applicants is €50,000.

Children in Care

620. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
further to Parliamentary Question No. 211 of 12 January 2012, when a reply will issue from
the Health Service Executive [10830/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have forwarded the
information in question to the Deputy today.

621. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will
provide the full details of protocols between the Health Service Executive and the housing
authority pursuant to section 45(2)(e) of the Child Care Act 1991 in relation to the provision
of aftercare and in planning accommodation of children leaving care on reaching the age of 18
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11113/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with the
most up-to-date information.
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622. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will
advise the way the Health Service Executive currently works with the housing authorities in
planning accommodation for children leaving care; if he will provide full details of current
status of work being done in this area; if he will outline the way the specific needs of care
leavers are being addressed by the HSE and the housing authorities; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [11114/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with the
most up-to-date information.

Child Care Services

623. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a section
39 grant for 2011 will be paid to a community playschool (details supplied), in view of the fact
that the grant had been paid in the past four years; and if she will expedite payment. [11458/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with the
most up-to-date information.

Domestic Adoptions

624. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her
budget allocation for the staffing and administrative costs of the processing of domestic adop-
tions in 2011 and 2012. [10595/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The domestic adoption
process in Ireland is managed by the Health Service Executive (HSE) and the Adoption Auth-
ority of Ireland (AAI). Persons may apply in the first instance to the HSE for an assessment
of eligibility and suitability to adopt. The HSE will undertake such an assessment and prepare
a report for consideration by an Adoption Committee. The Adoption Committee is established
by the HSE under Section 36 of the Adoption Act, 2010. The Committee makes a recommend-
ation to the AAI on the suitability of the applicant. The Authority, following consideration of
the recommendation of the Adoption Committee will make a determination on whether to
issue a declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt. Much of the preparatory process work
is undertaken by the HSE with appropriate guidance from the AAI, which is the ultimate
decision maker in determining eligibility and suitability. The cost of providing this service is
met from within the respective financial allocations to the AAI and the HSE. In the case of
the AAI the cost is met from within the Authority’s overall allocation of €3.3 million in 2012.
I have asked the HSE to provide an estimate of the cost of this service and I will revert to the
Deputy on the matter.

625. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
number of domestic adoption applications currently being processed by the Health Service
Executive; and on average the length of time since the applicant families first submitted their
applications. [10596/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The umbrella term of
domestic adoption encompasses a number of different types of adoption, including a very small
number of infant placements with non-familial applicants, step-parent/family adoptions and the
adoption of children in long term foster care by their foster parents. The domestic adoption

329



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Frances Fitzgerald.]

process in all of its forms is inherently complex due to a variety of factors including consti-
tutional and legal requirements in relation to the placement of children, the requirement to
consult birth fathers and consent requirements. Each individual case presents a unique set of
circumstances and issues to be addressed. For this reason it is not possible to provide any
reliable average length of time for the process. However, the HSE estimates that the process
may take up to 8 months, depending on the individual circumstances of the case. I have been
advised by the Adoption Authority of Ireland that in 2010 there were 153 applications received
and 189 Orders made for domestic adoptions. In 2011 there were 47 applications and 39 Orders
made for domestic adoptions.

626. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
reason the Health Service Executive is delaying the domestic adoption of a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 1. [10598/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with the
most up-to-date information.

Youth Cafés

627. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fund-
ing options open to a facility (details supplied); her position on the matter; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [10614/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Ireland now has a
nationwide network of successful youth cafés which are mainly volunteer led although support
and expertise from the youth sector can often be a key component in the initial stages of
development. The volunteer aspect is however an essential component if facilities are to be
viable and sustainable in the medium to long term. In addition, involving young people in the
management and running of Youth Cafés in partnership with adults is core to the on-going
long term sustainability success of a youth café. My Department is encouraging and supporting
this approach through its interaction with youth organisations at national level, with Vocational
Education Committees at regional level and with youth services at local level.

The capital funding options provided by my Department to date for youth cafés have been
utilised for the refurbishment, redecoration, fitting out or adaptation of buildings as well as
providing for the purchase of necessary equipment. I anticipate that any future youth café
funding initiatives will also primarily be for capital based expenditure and will not extend to
supporting staff costs to operate these cafés.

Ministerial Transport

628. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost to
her Department of the senior Minister’s car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31
December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if she
will detail the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid
to them and all other related information, and the information should include any payment
made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10637/12]

632. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount
of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers
attached to her Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a
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monthly basis for all Ministers attached to her Department since March 2011, and the full list
of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [10796/12]

648. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will
provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in
2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11900/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 628, 632 and 648 together.

In line with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines on ministerial
appointments, since 1 May 2011, I employ two civilian drivers on a week on/week off basis to
drive my private car on official business. They receive a salary of €631.75 per week and are
not entitled to claim overtime. However, they are entitled to claim subsistence payments in
respect of certified official travel at the appropriate Civil Service rates and under the regu-
lations applying to travel and subsistence. A total of €2,476.41 has been paid since 2011 in this
regard. The information requested relating to mileage claims for the use of my personal car on
official business is set out below:

Minister’s Mileage Claims

Month Number of miles Amount

May 2011 1,803 €1,713.75

June 2011 3,170 €2,533.79

July 2011 2,563 €1,173.60

August 2011 2,471 €1,131.47

September 2011 2,921 €1,337.53

October 2011 3,456 €1,582.50

November 2011 2,387 €1,093.01

December 2011 1,246 €570.44

January 2012 920 €874.46

Total 20,937 €12,010.65

Preschool Services

629. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a child
(details supplied) in County Westmeath will be approved for the early childhood care and
education scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10669/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Childhood
Care and Education (ECCE) programme was introduced in January 2010 and provides a free
pre-school year to all eligible children in the year before commencing primary school. About
66,000 children, that is approximately 95% of children in the year before school, are availing
of the free pre-school provision at this time.

Children qualify for the free pre-school year where they are aged more than 3 years 2 months
and less than 4 years 7 months at 1 September in the relevant year. This means, for example,
that children born between 2 February 2007 and 30 June 2008 qualified for the free pre-school
year in September 2011 and children born in July and August of 2008 will qualify for the
programme in September 2012. This child will therefore be eligible to avail of the ECCE
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programme in September 2012. There are no exceptions for children who are below the qualify-
ing age.

The objective of the ECCE programme is to make early learning in a formal setting available
to eligible children in the year before they commence primary school. To achieve this, services
participating in the pre-school year are expected to provide age-appropriate activities and prog-
rammes to children within a particular age cohort. For this reason, it is appropriate to set
minimum and maximum limits to the age range within which children will qualify.

My Department also implements the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme
which provides funding to community childcare services to enable them to charge reduced
childcare rates to low income and disadvantaged families. Parents who consider that they qual-
ify for support under the this programme should contact their local City/County Childcare
Committee to establish exactly what participating community facilities are available in their
area. Westmeath County Childcare Committee may be contacted by telephone at 044 9335454
or by e-mail at info@westmeathchildcare.ie.

EU Youth in Action Programme

630. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
involvement Irish children and young persons have had with the EU’s Youth in Action 2007
to 2013 programme. [10670/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Ireland has been a
participant country in the EU Youth in Action Programme 2007-2013 and the Programmes for
young people that preceded it; the Youth Programme (2000 -2007), Youth for Europe and
European Voluntary Service. My Department is the National Authority for the Youth in
Action Programme in Ireland. The National Agency appointed to administer this Programme
in Ireland is Léargas — the Exchange Bureau.

There are five general objectives associated with the Youth in Action Programme, namely
that it:

• Promotes young people’s active citizenship in general and their European citizenship
in particular;

• Develops solidarity and promotes tolerance among young people, in particular in order
to reinforce social cohesion in the EU;

• Fosters mutual understanding between young people in different countries;

• Contributes to developing the quality of support systems for youth activities and the
capabilities of civil society organisations in the youth field;

• Promotes European cooperation in the youth field.

Since 2007 there have been 692 projects and 10,071 young people and youth leaders have
participated in the various actions of the Programme. The overall funding to Ireland was
€9,742,241.

In 2012 the funding allocated to Ireland for projects has increased from €2.04 million in 2011
to €2.53 million.

An independent Interim Evaluation of the Programme carried out in 2010 found that the
Programme is operating successfully in Ireland and is delivering the intending impacts for
young participants, youth workers and organisations for young people.
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631. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her
priorities in the negotiations around any continuation of the EU’s Youth in Action programme
or similar programmes post 2013. [10671/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The EU Youth in
Action Programme 2007-2013, in which Ireland is a participant, is due to finish in December
2013. In a communication on the 23rd November 2011 the EU Commission published its pro-
posal for Erasmus for All: the EU Programme for Education, Youth, Training and Sport. The
proposed programme will be a single Programme for Education, Training, Youth and Sport
for the 2014-2020 period. The Programme reflects the priorities of the Europe 2020 Strategy
and its flagship initiatives.

Ongoing consultation and discussion on the proposed new programme are currently taking
place at EU level in the Education Committee. My Department has been contributing to the
debate through the Education Permanent Representation on this Committee. My Department’s
priority is to maintain the continuing relevance of the youth element of the proposed new
programme for young people in Ireland.

Question No. 632 answered with Question No. 628.

Health Services

633. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
further to Parliamentary Question No. 471 of 27 September 2011, when a reply will issue from
the Health Service Executive. [10826/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Office is advised
by the HSE that the information requested in Parliamentary Question No. 471 of 27 September
2011 will issue to the Deputy this week.

Health Service Staff

634. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
further to Parliamentary Question No. 472 of 27 September 2011, when a reply will issue from
the Health Service Executive. [10827/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Office is advised
by the HSE that the information requested in Parliamentary Question No. 472 of 27 September
2011 will issue to the Deputy this week.

635. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 478 to 480 of 8 November 2011, when a reply will issue
from the Health Service Executive. [10834/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the
Health Service Executive to update the Deputy as a matter of urgency.

Departmental Expenditure

636. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she
will provide the total amount each Minister, Minister of State and senior civil servant has spent
on entertainment expenses, since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and Ministers of
State and in the calendar year of 2011 with regard to senior civil servants. [10850/12]
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Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy might
wish to note that the entertainment expenses claimed by me since my appointment as Minister
amount to €142.25. This relates to catering services provided by the Oireachtas for working
lunches that I had on 30th June and 7th July, 2011 with the Secretary General of my Depart-
ment and representatives of the HSE. In addition, officials of my Department incurred expendi-
ture of €104.95 in October 2011 on a lunch hosted for the Management Committee of the
Causeway Programme which included representatives from the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, UK and the Department of Education, Northern Ireland.

There are no Ministers of State assigned to my Department.

Adoption Services

637. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views regarding
a submission regarding adoption (details supplied); if there is proposed legislation to address
this issue; if so, when same will be published; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11251/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The General Register
Office (Oifig An Ard-Chláraitheora) is the central repository for records relating to Births,
Deaths and Marriages in the Republic of Ireland. Under the Adoption Act 2010, the Adoption
Authority of Ireland is responsible for sending particulars to an tArd-Chláraitheoir for entries
in the Adopted Children Register. An abridged certificate (a short birth certificate) currently
available from the GRO, does not disclose that the person to whom the certificate relates is
an adopted person. However, it is acknowledged that this short birth certificate contains, in
essence, only the name and date of birth of the person. In the Adoption Act, 2010, Section 89
provides that the Minister for Social Protection may, following consultation with myself, make
regulations to provide that An tArd-Chláraitheoir in relation to any entry in the Adopted
Children’s Register may issue a certificate of such particulars contained in the entry as may be
specified in the regulations. Section 89(2) provides that in making any such regulations, the
certificate may not disclose that the person to whom the certificate relates is an adopted person.
In relation to the making of these regulations I will raise it with my colleague the Minister for
Social Protection and bring the ongoing difficulties being experienced by adopted people to
her attention.

Heads of Bill in respect of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill are at an advanced
stage and there is ongoing consultation with the Attorney General’s Office in relation to the
Heads. The new legislation will provide a structured legal framework to support adopted people
and birth parents who are seeking information and who wish to trace one another.

Early Childhood Education

638. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in
view of the fundamental importance placed on the development of literacy and numeracy in
children’s earliest years in the national literacy and numeracy strategy 2011-2020, the portion
of the €10 million allocated to commence the implementation of actions in the NLNS will be
assigned specifically to the early childhood sector; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11359/12]

639. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in
view of the central role of Aistear, the early childhood curriculum framework in supporting
early literacy and numeracy highlighted in the national literacy and numeracy strategy 2011-
2020, the plans in place for providing a national training and implementation strategy for the
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roll-out of Aistear to the early childhood sector; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11360/12]

643. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in
view of the significant time and resources afforded to developing Aistear, Ireland’s first national
curriculum framework for children zero to six years in 2009, the plans in place for a national
training roll-out to the early childhood sector similar to that of the primary school sector; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [11364/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 638, 639 and 643 together.

The primary school sector is a homogenous sector with a workforce holding the same qualifi-
cations and teaching the same primary school curriculum. The model of implementation for
Aistear in the primary school system is to establish a network of Aistear tutors who are them-
selves teachers and would deliver training in Aistear to other teachers. My Department is in
discussion with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) on what model
should be used for the Early Years sector. The Early Years sector is a diverse sector that
operates across a wide range of curricular philosophical bases, e.g., Montessori, Steiner,
High/Scope.

As a preparatory step, the NCCA has been developing resources on Aistear for use in the
Early Years sector and are working with Early Childhood Ireland on developing exemplars of
good practice.e National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy was formally launched by my col-
league, the Minister for Education and Skills, on 8th July 2011. Officials from my Department
worked closely with the Department of Education and Skills in the development of the
Strategy, and I welcome the recognition in the Strategy of the role of early childhood care and
education. The free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) prog-
ramme which is implemented by my Department is the key connection point between the
Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of Education and Skills. The
introduction of universal pre-school provision brought with it a requirement that early years
practitioners would achieve a qualification at a minimum of Level 5 on the National Framework
of Qualifications (NFQ) by June 2012. My Department is committed to incentivising the early
years sector to acquire additional skills in oral language competency development for young
children once this minimum requirement is met. The ECCE programme will continue to be
the catalyst for implementing the Workforce Development Plan through the Department of
Education and Skills officials who are co-located within my Department.

Skills Development

640. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in
view of the importance placed on the professional upskilling of the early childhood workforce
in order to meet the targets and objectives associated with the national literacy and numeracy
strategy 2011-2020, the changes that will be made to existing early childhood training prog-
rammes; the way this will be resourced; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[11361/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Early childhood train-
ing programmes are designed to ensure that practitioners have the skills and competencies to
provide for the holistic and developmental needs of babies and young children. The continuing
validity of all training programmes is kept under review by the relevant Awarding bodies. The
process of programme development and validation in further and higher education is as follows:
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1. An application for programme development is made by a training provider to an award-
ing body, i.e., FETAC, HETAC or a University or IoT with delegated authority. The appli-
cation will include rationale/identified need for the programme, proposed content, level of
award, duration, delivery methods, assessment methods and quality assurance details.

2. Programme Development. Upon approval by the relevant awarding body, the education
and training provider will develop the programme according to their proposal and will submit
the detailed content for validation by the awarding body.

3. Programme validation. Programme validation is usually for a specified period of time
after which programme review processes will have to be undertaken towards renewal of
validation.

In line with this process and as set out in the Literacy and Numeracy Strategy, my Department
will work with the Awarding Bodies and other Government Departments to ensure that train-
ing courses in early childhood care and education continue to have validity.

641. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
reason the focus of the workforce development plan for the early childhood care and education
sector here in 2010 has shifted from developing and upskilling the early childhood workforce
to standardising qualifications and training levels; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11362/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Workforce
Development Plan for the Early Childhood Care and Education sector set out the key areas
that emerged from an extensive programme of research and consultation: These key areas are:

• The necessity for clearly articulated professional pathways into and across professional
domains of practice related to the care and education of children. These include occu-
pational role descriptors with associated qualification levels.

• The establishment of an agreed set of national standards for all awards in early child-
hood care and education (incorporating core knowledge, skills, competencies and work
experience) across all relevant levels of the National Framework of Qualifications
in Ireland.

• Access to flexible, affordable and nationally accredited learning opportunities at all
levels of qualification for pre-service and in-service professional development.

• The necessity to ensure consistent quality of ECCE courses nationally across a range
of variables including content, delivery and work placement.

The publication by FETAC of Common Award Standards at Levels 4, 5 and 6 on the National
Framework of Qualifications will ensure that there is consistent quality of ECCE courses across
the country and will deliver on one of the key areas set out in the Workforce Development
Plan. I view this as an essential building block for developing and upskilling the workforce.

Teaching Qualifications

642. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in
view of the fact that the workforce development plan cites access to flexible, affordable and
nationally accredited learning opportunities at all levels of qualification for pre-service and in-
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service professional development as a key area of the plan, the progress being made with regard
to making higher level qualifications more affordable and accessible to the early childhood
workforce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11363/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Access to flexible,
affordable and nationally accredited learning opportunities at all levels of qualification for pre-
service and in-service professional development is, as the Deputy points out, a key area of the
Workforce Development Plan for the Early Childhood Care and Education sector. The initiat-
ives under way to provide flexible learning opportunities include an on-line course which is
being delivered by Early Childhood Ireland and which is subsidised for learners and a Recognit-
ion of Prior Learning (RPL) programme which is being delivered by Whitehall College in
Dublin. This RPL programme is also subsidised for learners.

Both programmes are accredited on the National Framework of Qualifications.

Question No. 643 answered with Question No. 638.

Missing Persons

644. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
exact funding that will be allocated to the 116000 missing children hotline which is to be opened
in the near future; the persons that will be included in the project team which has been estab-
lished; if the missing children hotline will be established before the 2012 Olympics in London
which may see an increase in the need for the service; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [11413/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under EU telecoms
rules agreed in 2009, the 116000 number is reserved in all EU member states for a missing
children hotline. My Department established and led a cross-sectoral Project Team, including
representatives of my own Department, the Department of Justice and Equality, ComReg and
An Garda Síochána to advance this matter.

The position is that Comreg, who have responsibility for allocation of this number in Ireland,
received an application to operate the Hotline from the ISPCC. Following cross departmental
consultation and an examination of the issues involved by the Project team, Comreg has now
allocated the number to the ISPCC.

The Project Team has meet with the ISPCC and in the coming months the Project Team will
work to ensure that the Hotline becomes operational as soon as possible and operates in a way
that supports and augments existing arrangements to secure child protection. The issue of
funding is being examined by the Project Team and I am aware that the ISPCC have made an
application for funding to the EU Commission under the Daphne Funding Programme.

Detention Centres

645. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the detailed
plans of the facilities that she intends to provide for the detention of 16 and 17 year olds at
Oberstown, Lusk, County Dublin; if she will confirm if dedicated new facilities will be provided;
if 16 and 17 year old detainees will be detained separately from the younger teenagers currently
detained in Oberstown; the level if any of shared facilities that will be used; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [11489/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to
the responses provided recently on 14 February 2012 to Parliamentary Questions 8059/12 and
8061/12. The position remains unchanged.
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Departmental Advertising

646. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the
number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the pro-
cess; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [11502/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information
requested is not immediately to hand within my Department and is being collated at present.
I will arrange for the information to be forwarded directly to the Deputy when this process
is complete.

Appointments to State Boards

647. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if any State
board appointees have volunteered to waive their fee or expenses; the names of such persons;
the corresponding savings to the State; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[11890/12]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like to inform
the Deputy that there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my
Department’s Vote. These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for
Children. With effect from 1 January 2012, I have taken responsibility for the children detention
schools as provided in Part 10 of the Children Act 2001. They are funded through my Depart-
ment’s Vote and I am responsible for the appointment of their board of management.

One member of the Board of Management of the Oberstown Children Detention Schools,
Mr. John Harraghy, waived his fee amounting to a saving of €2992.50 for 2011.

In relation to the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) only the Chairman is in
receipt of a fee on a personal to holder basis. This fee has not thus far been waived. On the
matter of expenses, of those entitled to claim expenses from the NEWB, no-one has given
notification of an intention to waive expenses.

I can also confirm that fees or expenses have not been waived in respect of board appointees
of the Adoption Authority of Ireland and the Family Support Agency.

It is possible that Board members may simply choose not to submit an expenses claim without
notifying their Board of their intention, in which case I would be unaware of any such waiving
of expenses and any consequential savings.

The Ombudsman for Children does not have a Board of Management.

Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 628.

Commissions of Investigation

649. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he will initiate a commission of
inquiry into the circumstances around allegations of sexual abuse at Our Lady of Lourdes
Hospital, Drogheda, County Louth, between the 1960s and 1990s; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10844/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government’s original intention was to
facilitate an inquiry by an Oireachtas Committee into the issues referred to by the Deputy. As
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this approach has not proved possible, I am examining how best to deal with the issues involved
in the case. My Department is currently exploring the options in this regard, including the
possibility of a Commission of Investigation under the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004.
I also intend to consult with the Attorney General in view of the complex legal issues involved.

Water Fluoridation

650. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he is sure that the fluoridation
of public water supplies does not have a negative impact on human health; if he can point to
any research to support the case for the continuation of this practice; if his attention has been
drawn to the research that highlights adverse effects of fluoridation on public health; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11342/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The Forum on
Fluoridation, which reported in 2002, advised that the fluoridation of piped public water sup-
plies should continue as a public health measure. One of the recommendations of the Forum
was to amend the Fluoridation of Water Supplies Regulations, 1965 to redefine the optimal
level of fluoride in drinking water from 0.8 to 1.0 parts per million (ppm) to between 0.6 and
0.8 ppm. Regulations were introduced in 2007 to give legal effect to this change.

The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, established in 2004, has among its functions
to evaluate all new and emerging issues on fluorides and health. The Expert Body advises that
the balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that water fluoridation, at the optimal
level, does not cause any ill effects and continues to be safe and effective in protecting the oral
health of all age groups. The report of the EU Scientific Committee on Health and Environ-
mental Risks (SCHER), published in June 2011, has not made any findings of negative health
or environmental effects concerning fluoridation of water. There are no plans to discontinue
the policy of fluoridation of public water supplies, which continues to make an effective contri-
bution to oral health in Ireland.

Medical Cards

651. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be issued
as a matter of urgency to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11472/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Services

652. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the arrangements for the care of
high dependency patients following the planned closure later this year of St. Joseph’s Hospital,
Limerick. [10600/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter the question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Ministerial Transport

653. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the cost to his Department of the
senior Minister’s car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31 December 2011 to include
mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he will detail the salaries paid
to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid to them and all other related
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information, and the information should include any payment made in 2012 related to a 2011
claim. [10642/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The following is a breakdown of the infor-
mation requested:

2011

Pay — Civilian Drivers

Salaries €44,259

Employer PRSI €4,600

€48,859

Subsistence — Civilian Drivers €7,301

Mileage (22,185 miles) €12,129

Toll Charges €1,376

Medical Cards

654. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the
processing of an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10664/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Accident and Emergency Services

655. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the numbers and lengths of
time in the accident and emergency departments of hospitals (details supplied) for the week
beginning 13 February and the way they compare with the same period 2011, if he considers
progress is being made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10679/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information sought by the Deputy is being
collated by my Department and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

General Medical Services Scheme

656. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health the reason the Oireachtas primary
care reimbursement service has stopped responding to inquiries and representations from TDs
via the dedicated email system; the reason the phone number provided to Members is no longer
answered by any member of Health Service Executive staff; his views that this situation is
acceptable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10686/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Mental Health Services

657. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a comprehensive report
on plans to move the Central Mental Hospital from Dundrum to St. Ita’s in Portrane, including
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costs and timescale for same; and the impact this will have on St. Joseph’s service already
operating in the area. [10704/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Funding is included
in the HSE Capital Plan to provide for planned infrastructural developments for the National
Forensic Mental Health Service. These include the development of a new 120 bed hospital to
replace the Central Mental Hospital (CMH), the development of a 10 bed Intellectual Dis-
ability Forensic Mental Health Unit, a 10 bed Child and Adolescent Forensic Mental Health
Unit, as well as four regional Intensive Care Rehabilitation Units (ICRUs).

It is planned to build the new CMH, the Intellectual Disability and Child and Adolescent
Forensic Mental Health Units at Portrane, Co Dublin. The HSE has sought expressions of
interest for the design team for this project and it is hoped that work on the design will com-
mence in the coming months. It is envisaged that construction will start in 2014 and the facility
will be completed and operational by 2016.

The regional ICRUs will be located at appropriate locations around the country and will
serve as a gateway between the community mental health service and the forensic service. One
of the ICRUs will be located at Portrane and a decision on the regional locations for the
remaining three units will be finalised shortly.

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy regarding the impact, if any, this
development will have on St. Joseph’s.

Community Care

658. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will explain his statements that
no decision has been made in relation to the future of public nursing homes, yet at the same
time a long-term bed has remained empty in St. Joseph’s in Ardee, County Louth, since
October on the orders of the Health Service Executive and they have stated that it will be
reduced to a 19 bed unit from the end of March. [10705/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy is
aware the HSE is facing challenges in respect of all services in 2012, and in the case of Com-
munity Nursing Units these include challenges regarding staffing, funding and the age and
structure of its units. It is clear that on a business as usual basis, the HSE would have to close
further beds across a range of public community nursing units in 2012. In the absence of reform,
this would increase the cost of caring for older persons within the public system, undermine
the viability of public community nursing units and reduce the overall number of older persons
that can be supported within the budget available for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme.
This is not a sustainable way forward and would not meet the needs of older persons, local
communities, the taxpayer or those working in the public service.

The Minister has requested that the HSE provide him with a plan which seeks to protect the
viability of as many units as possible within the funding and staffing resources available, includ-
ing smaller units where challenges of scale may require more innovative approaches to service
delivery. It is accepted that this will require a combination of actions such as consolidation of
services; changes in staffing, skill mix and work practices; age and structure of public units etc.
It will also have to take into account different types of services required and the capacity
available within an area. The HSE is already examining issues in this regard and will be working
closely with the Department to develop an overall set of proposals for the Minister.

It is a matter for the Health Service Executive to deliver services both nationally and locally
within its budget; and overall health policy priorities in line with the overall resources available
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to it. The Executive is currently examining the future use and development of public nursing
homes in Co. Louth, taking into account the potential of these units to comply with HIQA
standards. In this regard a project group held its first meeting Tuesday, 24th January. The
group is working on an optimal appraisal for the most appropriate service delivery model for
residential care for Older People in Co Louth. It has agreed a framework, with mid-March as
the expected time for completion.

Finally I would like to reassure the Deputy that should there be concern for the future of
any unit, the HSE will engage fully in a local consultation process with all stakeholders before
any decision is taken.

Hospital Waiting Lists

659. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 11 has been unable to obtain an appointment for necessary eye surgery.
[10725/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Health Service Properties

660. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a property (details supplied)
has yet been transferred by a voluntary housing body to the Health Service Executive; the
HSE’s plans for the property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10735/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the Health Service Executive
property portfolio is a service matter. Therefore your question has been referred to the Execu-
tive for direct reply.

General Medical Services Scheme

661. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to
general practitioners for phlebotomy services provided in each of the years, 2009, 2010 and
2011; if he will provide a breakdown by the Health Service Executive region of same; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [10765/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The HSE’s Primary
Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) is responsible for the payment of fees and allowances to
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general practitioners (GPs) who are contracted by the HSE to provide services under the
General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme.

The PCRS does not pay GPs for the provision of phlebotomy services. Blood tests carried
out as part of the general treatment of a patient are covered by the GMS contract with GPs.

At my request, the HSE wrote to all GMS GPs reminding them of their obligations under
their contract in this regard. The letter to GPs pointed out that, where the practice based
phlebotomy service forms part of the investigation and necessary treatment of a patient’s symp-
toms or conditions by the patient’s GP, the service should be provided free of charge where
the patient is a medical card or GP visit card holder. I would encourage patients to follow up
with the HSE if they believe they are being wrongly charged for services by their GP and the
matter will be fully investigated by the Executive. Formal complaints will be dealt with through
the HSE’s Consumer Affairs Service. In a number of cases to-date, the GP has reimbursed
patients following receipt of correspondence from the HSE.

I appreciate that because of the nature of the GP/patient relationship, it may be difficult for
patients to make such complaints. Where public representatives are made aware of GPs
charging GMS patients in error, they may wish to notify the HSE directly.

Primary Care Strategy

662. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of general
practitioners required to deliver free universal access; his plans to have that number of GPs in
place in advance of the introduction of free for all GP service; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [10766/12]

663. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will
publish the findings of the study commissioned to identify the number of general practitioners
needed to deliver a free for all GP service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10767/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 662 and 663 together.

The Government is embarking on a major reform programme for the health system. The
aim of this reform is to deliver a single-tier health service that will deliver equal access to care
based on need, not income.

A fundamental element in the reform process involves significant strengthening of primary
care services to deliver universal primary care with the removal of cost as a barrier to access
to General Practitioner (GP) services. I have established the Universal Primary Care Project
Team, which has been tasked with working through the issues relating to the introduction of
this commitment. The Project Team is meeting on a regular basis.

Universal primary care will be achieved on a phased basis to allow for the recruitment of
additional doctors, nurses and other primary care professionals. Initially, free GP cover will be
extended to persons in receipt of drugs and medicines under the Long Term Illness Scheme.
Primary legislation is required to give effect to this commitment. There will be an announce-
ment in due course about the start date for this arrangement.

The Department commissioned research to develop a model of demand for and supply of
GP and practice nurse services. The outcome is a functional and adaptable excel model rather
than any specific set of findings. The Project Team will make use of the model in the course
of its work.
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Health Services

664. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of
chronic disease management programmes. [10768/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Chronic Disease Management Prog-
rammes are:

Diabetes,

Asthma,

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease,

Heart failure,

Acute coronary syndrome,

Stroke.

Medical Training

665. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will outline planned
changes to general practitioners training programmes in order to fast-track training; the insti-
tutions that will be responsible for this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10769/12]

669. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of training
places available for general practitioners in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the funding available
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10782/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 665 and 669 together.

At present, doctors who wish to pursue a career in General Practice must obtain a place on
a 4 year vocational training course. Time spent on hospital rotation is not recognised for this
purpose. “Fast track” training refers to a potential programme for doctors who have already
gained some of the required hospital rotation experience through General Professional Train-
ing and who now wish to become GPs, but do not have access to GP Specialist training. No
such programme currently exists in Ireland but the HSE is working with the Irish College of
General Practitioners (ICGP) to develop such a training programme. It is envisaged that fast
track training will be managed and delivered through the existing bodies that provide GP
training.

In addition, the HSE and ICGP have reached agreement on an alternative route to specialist
registration for doctors who have extensive experience in General Practice, but who lack some
component of training to become eligible for specialist registration as a General Practitioner.
Details of this “practice based assessment model” were published on the ICGP website in
September 2011. The ICGP has advertised for personnel to implement the alternative model
and this recruitment process is ongoing.

In 2009, there were 120 general practice postgraduate training places available. In 2010, that
number was increased to 157. Funding for GP training nationally is €19.5m.

The details of the GP trainee places from 2009 to the present, broken down by HSE Region,
are set out in the tables below:
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HSE South

Programme Places 2009 Extra places July Current-2012
2010 Program total

Cork 10 2 12

Kerry 6 2 8

S/E (Waterford) 10 2 12

Totals 26 6 32

HSE Dublin N.E

Programme Places 2009 Extra places July Current-2012
2010 Program total

North Inner City 0 12 12

N/E. (Navan/Cavan) 10 4 14

Dublin N/E RCSI 8 1 9

Totals 18 17 35

HSE Dublin Mid Leinster

Programme Places 2009 Extra places July Current-2012
2010 Program total

Mid Leinster/UCD 9 3 12

Mid Lnstr (Tmore, Naas Ptlse) 16 4 20

TCD 12 3 15

Totals 37 10 47

HSE West

Programme Places 2009 Extra places July Current-2012
2010 Program total

Donegal 6 0 6

Sligo 6 0 6

Galway 15 0 15

Ballinasloe 4 0 4

Limerick 8 4 12

Total 39 4 43

Grand Total 120 37 157

Medical Cards

666. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied)
in County Mayo will receive a decision on their medical card application; the reason for the
delay in making a decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10771/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

667. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of babies
born here in 2009, 2010 and 2011; the number of these babies who received a check-up within
48 hours of discharge from hospital; the number who received a developmental examination at
two weeks following birth; the number who received a developmental examination at six weeks
following birth; if he will provide a breakdown by Health Service Executive region of same;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10772/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The number of PHN visits within 48 hours of
birth for the years 2009, 2010 and 2011 is:

Year No of births* No and % receiving HSEDML HSEDNE HSE South HSE West
PHN visit within 48

hours of birth

2009 74,617 59,918 (80.3%) 83.7% 61.6% 82.1% 96%

2010 74,437 62,378 (83.8%) 84.2% 73.4% 86.7% 91.3%

2011 73,092 61,105 (83.6%) 83.6% 71.4% 86.9% 92.8%

*No. of births includes stillbirths

Best Health for Children outlines the schedule of visits for the child health and surveillance
programme. There is no requirement for children to receive a developmental examination at
two weeks following birth. The Mother and Infant scheme provided by GPs covers both ante-
natal care and post-natal care up to six weeks for mother and baby. Data are held by the
contracted GPs who participate in this scheme.

Health Service Properties

668. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the term and cost of the lease
for the new unit headquarters of the primary health care team centre in Macroom, County
Cork; the cost to the Health Service Executive for refurbishing this building; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [10776/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Management of the Health Service Executive
property portfolio is a service matter. Therefore your question has been referred to the Execu-
tive for direct reply.

Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 665.

National Drugs Strategy

670. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on proposals regarding
methadone patients (details supplied). [10788/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): I understand from
the Health Services Executive (HSE) that a general information sheet, which includes dental
care information, is provided to patients who are initiating methadone treatment. It is open to
the person who has put forward the proposal to you to contact the HSE Social Inclusion Unit
who have indicated that they would be willing to discuss the proposal for a specific leaflet in
dental care and to possibly work in partnership with your correspondent.
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In relation to the second point raised, in order for a product to be reimbursed under the
General Medical Scheme and Community Drugs Schemes the supplier must make an appli-
cation to the HSE. The HSE has advised that it has not received any application in relation to
the product referred to in the correspondence.

Medical Cards

671. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary;
the reason for the delay in processing the further information; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [10790/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Aids and Appliances

672. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health when an insulin pump will be supplied
to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 10; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10793/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Ministerial Transport

673. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the amount of mileage clocked
up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers attached to his Depart-
ment since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a monthly basis for all
Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list of trips for which
mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10803/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is
detailed in the following tabular statement. I make claims for mileage periodically, rather than
by trip, as does my colleague Minister of State Lynch. Individual trip data are not readily
available. Minister of State Shortall does not avail of a civilian driver. The basis on which
Ministers record mileage does not require individual trips to be listed.

Minister Period Covered No. Miles Amount

James Reilly T.D. 1/5/2011-4/7/2011 7,138 €5,238.89

5/7/2011-6/12/2011 15,047 €6,890.02

Total 22,185 €12,128.91

Roisin Shortall T.D. 0 €0

Kathleen Lynch T.D. 11/3/2011-31/5/2011 3,991 €3,793.45

1/6/2011-31/7/2011 6,072 €2,784.80

1/8/2011-30/9/2011 3,666 €1,678.66

1/10/2011-30/11/2011 6,930 €3,173.25

Total 20,659 €11,430.16
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Medical Cards

674. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will be granted
to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10811/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

675. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will be pro-
vided to persons (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10815/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

676. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health the reason a drug
generally available to medical card holders has not been made available to a person (detail
supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10820/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Pradaxa is available
under the GMS Scheme, the Drug Payment Scheme and other community drugs schemes for
the prevention of blood clots in adult patients who have undergone elective hip replacement
surgery or elective knee replacement surgery.

The HSE is assessing the availability of resources to provide for the long term treatment
with Pradaxa for the prevention of stroke in patients with atrial fibrillation. This is a compli-
cated process with long term implications.

The HSE wrote to all GMS doctors and community pharmacy contractors in November 2011
to clarify the position in relation to Pradaxa. The HSE will continue to update healthcare
professionals in relation to the matter.

The HSE does not intend to disturb established therapeutic regimens for patients whose
treatment with Pradaxa for the prevention of stroke was initiated prior to the clarification.

Departmental Properties

677. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary
Question No. 419 of 6 December 2011, when a reply will issue from the Health Service Execu-
tive. [10828/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand the Health Service Executive wrote
to you on 25 January 2012 enclosing the requested information. The Executive has been advised
to forward its response again.

Nursing Home Services

678. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of
all publicly run nursing homes and units; the number of beds in each; the number and grade
of staff in each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10829/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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Health Service Staff

679. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details on the
number of Health Service Executive and Department of Health employees receiving gross
salaries in excess of €100,000; if he will provide details as to the regional breakdown of such
employees; if he will provide a detailed breakdown of the respective specialisms involved in
each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10839/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are 22 Department of Health employees
receiving gross salaries in excess of €100,000. These include the Secretary General, the Chief
Medical Officer, five Assistant Secretaries General and fifteen members of staff at Principal
Officer or professional equivalent level. All Department of Health staff are based in Dublin.

With regard to the Health Service Executive, I have asked the Executive to collate the data
sought as soon as possible and to provide it directly to the Deputy when available.

Departmental Expenditure

680. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the total
amount each Minister, Minister of State and senior civil servant has spent on entertainment
expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers and Ministers of State and in the
calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants. [10857/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): For accounting purposes the term “entertain-
ment” refers to expenditure incurred in circumstances from hosting lunches for delegations to
the hosting of receptions for conference attendees.

Up to the middle of February the cost to the Department in relation to entertainment
expenses incurred by me was €1,437. There were no expenses incurred on behalf of either
Minister of State.

Details in respect of senior civil servants, by which I take to be MAC members, is being
compiled and the details will be forwarded to the Deputy shortly.

Drug Treatment Programme

681. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health the future of the Aisling Clinic, which
is located on the grounds of Cherry Orchard Hospital, Dublin; if it is envisaged that funding
will be sustained to ensure its future viability; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10872/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As the Deputy will
be aware, this matter was the subject of a Topical Debate on 15 February 2012. I have asked
the HSE to provide me with a full report on the issue and will revert to the Deputy as soon as
I have received that information.

Medical Cars

682. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made
on an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon; the reason, six
months after the appeal was lodged the appeals office was still awaiting the transfer of the file
from Finglas, Dublin; if this is a regular occurrence; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10884/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Medical Aids and Appliances

683. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a wheel-
chair and bus pass in respect of a person (details supplied). [10885/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Cards

684. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo was refused a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10886/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

685. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [10887/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Seirbhís Fiaclóireachta

686. D’fhiafraigh Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Sláinte cén fáth ar stopadh an tseirbhís fiaclóire-
achta san Ionad Sláinte i gCarna; cén fáth ar baineadh an trealamh as gan aon réamhphlé leis
an bpobal; an bhfuil sé i gceist aige treoir a thabhairt do FSS an tseirbhís a atosú; agus an
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [10901/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Ó tharla gur ábhar
seirbhíseach é seo chuireadh é faoi bhráid Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhíse Sláinte le haghaidh
freagra díreach.

Hospital Waiting Lists

687. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details
supplied) in County Wicklow will be admitted to undergo surgery at Tallaght Hospital,
Dublin. [10906/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or day-case surgery.
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As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Proposed Legislation

688. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if it his intention to seek the consent
of the Department of Finance as laid out in section 9 of the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal
Act 1997 to introduce a statutory instrument that would extend the class or classes of persons
eligible for compensation thereby allowing those women currently testing negative despite their
ill health to qualify; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10912/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A great deal of consideration has been given to
the issue of women who received potentially infectious batches of Anti D but who have neither
tested positive for Hepatitis C, nor had a positive Tribunal decision in their favour. While a
number of these women who have tested negative for Hepatitis C have had, and may continue
to have, a variety of symptoms, there is no scientific proof that the symptoms are specific
evidence of Hepatitis C infection. Some symptoms of Hepatitis C, such as fatigue, fibromyalgia
and depression, are common conditions that occur in the general population. It is estimated
that up to 16,000 women were exposed to potentially infectious batches of Anti-D and approxi-
mately 1,000 of these women were infected with Hepatitis C.

Having taken account of international practice and the rationale which led to the clarification
of the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal eligibility requirements in 2006, I do not intend
introducing a Statutory Instrument to extend the class or classes of persons eligible for compen-
sation under the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal Act 1997. While I am sympathetic to the
women in question, I am satisfied that the present arrangements are fair and reasonable.

Alcohol Labelling

689. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health if there are any plans for reducing
the alcohol content in alcoholic drinks; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[10916/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The report of the National Substance Misuse
Strategy Steering Group was published on 7 February last; and this recognises that while indi-
viduals are primarily responsible for their own behaviour, the State has a responsibility to foster
the well being of its citizens — in addition to declaring that alcohol related harm increases with
the amount of alcohol consumed.

The alcohol content in alcoholic drinks produced by manufacturers is largely a function of
market forces such as supply and demand; but of relevance to the Deputy’s question is that at
the outset, the Steering Group recommended that the low-risk weekly consumption guidelines
of pure alcohol should be 168 grams and 112 grams for men and women respectively (the Irish
standard drink is calculated at 10 grams); and that alcohol products should be labelled with
calorific content, weight of alcohol content, and health warnings on drinking during pregnancy.

Furthermore the Steering Group also recommended that excise duty rates on higher alcohol
content products should be maintained at a higher rate than those on lower alcohol products
to discourage consumption of higher alcohol content beverages.

These recommendations of the Steering Group — including those above that are related to
the alcohol content in alcoholic drinks — are encouraging public debate and I envisage an
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[Deputy James Reilly.]

Action Plan being developed in advance of proposals being drafted for Government later
this year.

Medical Cards

690. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10924/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

691. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [10925/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

692. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10975/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

693. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10976/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

694. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10977/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

695. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10978/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

696. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10979/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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697. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath.
[10980/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

698. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Offaly.
[10981/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

699. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange an appointment
for an operation to be brought forward in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10982/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

700. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange an appointment
for an operation to be brought forward in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10983/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or day-case surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Medical Cards

701. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation; and when a decision will issue to persons (details supplied) in County Offaly. [10984/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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702. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10985/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

703. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10986/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

704. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10987/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

705. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10988/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

706. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10989/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

707. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange an appointment
for an assessment under the Health Service Executive to be brought forward in respect of a
person (details supplied) in County Offaly. [10990/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Cards

708. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10991/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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709. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10992/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

710. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10994/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

711. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10995/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

712. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10996/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

713. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10997/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

714. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly. [10998/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

715. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application; and when a decision will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Leitrim. [11000/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

716. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) [11039/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

717. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that there will be
no disruption to day care centre services (details supplied) due to staff retirements under the
public service agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11042/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme

718. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an application
under the nursing home support scheme, fair deal, in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11087/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Waiting Lists

719. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an operation
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11090/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for in-patient or day-case surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Hospital Staff

720. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the timetable for the appointment of
a new doctor to the spinal unit in Cappagh Hospital, Dublin 11 [11091/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Procedures

721. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health his plans to accommodate persons
who were scheduled for appointments in the spinal unit of Cappagh Hospital, Dublin 11, who

356



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

have had their appointments cancelled due to the resignation of a doctor in that unit.
[11095/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Cards

722. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied)
in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for a medical card; the reason for
the delay in a decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11104/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

723. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will include sufferers of Fibro-
myalgia in the full medical card scheme. [11105/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Under the pro-
visions of the Health Act 1970, medical cards are provided to persons who, in the opinion of
the Health Service Executive, are unable without undue hardship to arrange general prac-
titioner medical and surgical services for themselves and their dependants. The assessment
for a medical card is determined primarily by reference to the means of the applicant and
his/her dependants.

At the request of my colleague, Dr James Reilly, Minister for Health, the HSE recently set
up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of applications for discretionary medical cards
where there are difficult personal circumstances. This should be of particular benefit to persons
diagnosed with fibromyalgia whose income is in excess of the standard income guidelines.

It is the Government’s intention to extend free GP services to the entire population during
the course of this Government.

Long-Term Illness Scheme

724. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if patients of Fibromyalgia are not
covered by the long-term illness scheme, the welfare schemes available to them. [11106/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Fibromyalgia is not
one of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme and there are no plans to extend
the list of conditions covered by the scheme

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €132 per calendar
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines. In
addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical
services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assess-
ment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an
individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

Hospital Waiting Lists

725. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form
a comparison by hospital of the numbers waiting 3-6 months, 6-9 months, 9-12 months, and
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more than 12 months for in-patient and day cases at the end of December 2011 according to
the Health Service Executive against the end of December 2010; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11126/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Procedures

726. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital operations
cancelled, postponed or rescheduled last year by hospital; the increase since 2010; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11129/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services

727. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence
regarding neurological conditions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11147/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The report entitled “National Policy and Strategy
for the Provision of the Neuro-Rehabilitation Services in Ireland 2011-2015” was jointly com-
missioned by the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE) and published
in December 2011. The report sets out a clear policy with a recommended service framework
that, when implemented, will ensure that the services are delivered in the most appropriate,
most effective and most efficient way.

The report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to
medium term has to be on reconfiguration of services, structures and resources and the
enhancement of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.

The HSE is committed to developing an implementation plan and an implementation struc-
ture for the provision of neuro-rehabilitation services, in close collaboration with the HSE
Rehabilitation Medicine Clinical Programme.

In the current economic climate it is not possible to provide additional funding to charities.

Medical Cards

728. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 232 of 26 January 2012, when a response will issue. [11229/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): It is regrettable that
the HSE has not provided a response on this issue to date.

I have again asked the Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the
Deputy. I will revert to the Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

729. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service Executive
requests evidence of fire and contents insurance for the dwellings of applicants for a medical
card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11260/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): The purpose of
requesting proof of house insurance from persons making applications for medical cards is to
assist in determining a person’s net income, as per the medical card guidelines. Some housing
costs such as house insurance costs, can be offset against an applicant’s income and improve
their chances of qualifying for a medical card.

730. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card appli-
cation has not yet been completed when all the information has been sent in since December
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11293/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

731. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in
County Kerry will receive orthopaedic shoes. [11294/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

Ambulance Service

732. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will consider undertaking an
audit or requesting an audit from the national ambulance service to ensure that the appropriate
use is being made of ambulance cars by grade 6 and above ambulance staff; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11302/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Health Services

733. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the time that a doctor
is available at the health clinic in Muff, County Donegal can be extended due to large popu-
lation and catchment area of the village and the distance to the nearest clinic; and if he will
also ensure that a doctor is available at the same time every week [11303/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

734. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied)
in Dublin 1, who is currently in a wheelchair and receives 105 hours per week from the Irish
Wheelchair Association, will experience a cut in that service in view of the recent budget; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11305/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I wish to inform
the Deputy that the Health Service Executive (HSE) provides a range of assisted living services
including Personal Assistant services to support individuals to maximise their capacity to live
full and independent lives. In 2011, a total of 1.68 million personal assistant/home support
hours were provided to 11,571 persons with a physical and/or sensory disability. Although the
funding allocated to disability services has been cut by 3.7%, the HSE aims to maintain this
level of service in 2012. Service efficiencies will be achieved through a process of negotiation

359



Questions— 28 February 2012. Written Answers

[Deputy Kathleen Lynch.]

with service providers around the unit cost of providing the service rather than reducing the
number of hours or the pay of personal assistants.

I have referred Deputy’s question relating to the service matters regarding both the individ-
ual case and the funding of the Irish Wheelchair Association to the HSE for a direct reply to
the Deputy.

Medicinal Products

735. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Health when the drug naloxone will
be made available in Ireland to assist in supporting persons suffering from the effects of drug
use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11343/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): Injectable naloxone
products for the treatment of acute opioid overdose are authorised in Ireland. These products
are primarily used in hospital settings to treat overdose. Any consideration of the wider distri-
bution of naloxone will await the finalisation of the recommendations of a National Overdose
Prevention Strategy which is expected in the coming months.

Medical Cards

736. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11344/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

737. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the average timeframe for pro-
cessing medical card applications; the length of time it takes to process and application form
the time further information is received; the action he is taking to address these long delays;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11350/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): I am aware that
there have been difficulties with the processing of medical card applications and renewals.
These issues are a matter of serious concern and I have held several meetings with the HSE to
raise my concerns. As a result of these discussions, a number of changes are being introduced
to the medical card application system. These changes will assist in speeding up the turn around
for applications by easing the level of pressure on the medical card system, particularly with
respect to the review process which, due to the timing of the re-issuing, and hence review, of
a large cohort of medical cards has placed a large demand on the resources of the centralised
office.

In 2010, the PCRS central office introduced a self assessment review process for people aged
70 years and over, as that cohort was managed entirely by the central office. Following on from
this development, the HSE has eased the review process for all pensioners. The change will
mean that reviews for medical card holders who are aged 66 years or over will operate on a
self-assessment basis, as currently happens with people aged 70 years and over. The self-assess-
ment review model will also be extended to medical card holders under 66 years of age, who
were granted their medical card on the basis of a means assessment, where the HSE is satisfied
that the individual continues to be resident in this jurisdiction.
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The HSE is also standardising eligibility periods from two years to three years for people
aged under 66 years, with a new four year eligibility period for medical card holders aged 66
years or over. Notwithstanding, there continues to be an obligation on all card holders to notify
the HSE of any change in their circumstances which would disentitle them from holding a
medical card at any time. The HSE is in the process of arranging access to data in the possession
of the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Social Protection to allow
them conduct reviews without troubling medical card holders for further documentation. It is
also intended to increase the fine applying to false claims in forthcoming legislation.

Discretionary cards, emergency cards and cards held by people in a small number of other
categories will continue to be reviewed in the normal way, but the HSE are confident that the
extension of the self assessment model to the great majority of medical card holders will sim-
plify the process substantially, will improve the service to the client and will improve turn-
around times for reviews. It is hoped that ultimately about 80% of renewals will be dealt with
in this way. This new process also focuses attention on active users of the Medical Card to
ensure that those most in need are involved in the streamlined process.

The HSE has, this month, agreed with the Irish Medical Organisation to implement a new
system that gives GPs the additional ability to identify and assist the vulnerable medical card
holders in our society. GPs will be able to maintain the eligibility of these patients where they
are going through the renewal system. GPs will also be able to add new babies onto the medical
card system.

The PCRS central office is working to deal with some of the processing issues that have been
arising. This has included reviewing and refining their systems for the receipt and logging of
applications and documents being sent in as a result of requests for additional information. In
addition, an additional 20 staff were redeployed to the central office in January to bring its
complement up to 150 and this should make an impact on processing times.

The HSE, for its part, has now accepted that it needs to review the overall operation of the
central office with a view to ensuring that an acceptable level of service for the public is in
place. This review is being assisted by a consultancy firm which will review current processes,
develop proposals for improvements of the processes and for improvements in customer service
and it is due to be completed within a few weeks. I am continuing to engage with the HSE
with regard to other possible improvements.

I have asked the HSE for a report in the issue of length of time for processing applications
and I will revert to the Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

Hospital Waiting Lists

738. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if 40 cystic fibrosis patients were
waiting for beds on Tuesday, 21 February 2012; and what is available for these patients at this
hospital (details supplied). [11377/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): St. Vincent’s University Hospital is the desig-
nated National Adult Referral Centre for patients with Cystic Fibrosis. Phase 2 of the develop-
ment at St. Vincent’s Hospital is designed to provide a state of the art clinical building which
will include up to date isolation facilities with accommodation for people with cystic fibrosis
and others requiring such facilities. The new unit is due to open in June 2012. The unit will
also provide a dedicated CF Day Unit, containing offices, treatment rooms, together with 10
single day treatment rooms, each with en-suite sanitary facilities for treating patients with
cystic fibrosis. The hospital management in conjunction with relevant stakeholders is currently
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preparing plans for the transfer of patients to the new accommodation to take place as soon
as possible.

The specific information required by the Deputy has been requested from the hospital and
I will revert to him as soon as possible.

Medical Cards

739. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details
supplied) regarding medical card queries; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11380/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

740. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appeal of a
medical card application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11386/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Services

741. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the running costs of Listowel Com-
munity Hospital, County Kerry, in 2011, and on a per patient basis, as compared to other
community hospitals in the south west. [11390/12]

743. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the rationale for closing so many
beds at Listowel Community Hospital, County Kerry; and the way the excess demand will be
met. [11394/12]

744. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the running costs of Listowel Com-
munity Hospital for 2011 as a whole and per patient at average occupancy for that year in
comparison with other community hospital beds in the south region. [11397/12]

745. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health in view of the geographic location
of Listowel town at the centre of a network of rural towns and villages with a population of
over 25,000 people, the rationale for closing so many beds in Listowel Community Hospital,
County Kerry; and where his Department proposes that the obvious patient over demand will
be offered an alternative bed. [11398/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 741 and 743 to 745, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for
direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities

742. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his views on a matter (details
supplied) regarding the provision of personal assistants for persons with disabilities; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11391/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health Service
Executive (HSE) provides arange of assisted living services including Personal Assistant
services to support individuals to maximise their capacity to live full and independent lives.

In 2011, a total of 1.68 million personal assistant/home support hours were provided to 11,571
persons with physical and/or sensory disability. Although the funding allocated to disability
services has been cut by 3.7%, the HSE aims to maintain this level of service in 2012. Service
efficiencies will be achieved through a process of negotiation with service providers around the
unit cost of providing the service rather than reducing the number of hours or the pay of
personal assistants.

Questions Nos. 743 to 745, inclusive, answered with Question No. 741.

Health Services

746. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the case
of a person (details supplied). [11399/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy’s
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the
Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

Medical Cards

747. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn
to the recent difficulties in obtaining information on medical card queries (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11414/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

748. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health when over 70 years medical
cards will issue to persons (details supplied) who are awaiting a decision following submission
of further information which was received by the medical card section on the 17 January 2012;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11446/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

749. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason the medical card
was withdrawn from a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if their medical card will be
reinstated and issued to them as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11447/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

750. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card that was
issued to the wrong doctor in error by the Health Service Executive has not been corrected
despite being notified by the applicant last October; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11451/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Smoking Ban

751. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will detail the inspection
system in place within the Health Service Executive on the implementation of the smoking ban
across the country; the number of staff involved in carrying out inspections; if such staff are
engaged full time in this endeavour; the number of inspections carried out in each of the years
2009, 2010 and 2011; the percentage of premises inspected which have been found to be in
breach of the relevant regulations; if anything can be deduced from these breaches of regu-
lation; the annual cost incurred in carrying out inspections; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11454/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The inspection regime referred to by the Deputy
for the implementation of the smoking ban is operated by the HSE and accordingly I have
asked the HSE to respond directly to you in this matter.

Nursing Home Services

752. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a new
classification for care homes, community, relative to the Health Information Quality Authority
regulations; his views on the sector and the problems being experienced by the homes; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11462/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): All nursing homes
for older people are subject to the same core standards in relation to quality and safety. I am
sure the Deputy will agree lessons have to be learned from the well publicised incidents in
nursing homes.

The Minister has no plans, at present, to introduce a new classification for the care homes
referred to by the Deputy.

Medical Cards

753. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will be
issued to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite the matter.
[11464/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

754. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of an appeal for a
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will
expedite a response. [11465/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

755. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medical
card will be expedited and approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kilkenny. [11466/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Hospital Waiting Lists

756. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date will be arranged
for an operation at Waterford Regional Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Kilkenny; if he will explain the delay and the action he is taking to reduce the waiting
time; if the special delivery unit can assist; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[11470/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Medical Cards

757. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and the reason
for the delay in issuing same. [11473/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Staff

758. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the filling of a
post of consultant rheumatologist at Kerry General Hospital, which received formal approval
some time ago, in view of the fact that a large number of patients from County Kerry continue
to suffer while awaiting treatment; if he will put a timeframe on the appointment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [11481/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

759. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question
No. 687 of 14 January 2012, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this matter has still
not been dealt with [11496/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy
as a matter or urgency.
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Departmental Advertising

760. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the number and costs of adver-
tisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil and public service in the
past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the process; the number of vacan-
cies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11509/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Recruitment to positions in my Department
including all relevant advertising, is carried out on an independent basis by the Public Appoint-
ments Service.Accordingly my Department did not incur any advertising costs in this context
in the relevant period.

I understand that 4 positions in my Department were advertised by the Public Appointments
Service over the past 12 months.The posts of Director of Performance Improvement
(Scheduled Care) and Director of Performance Improvement (Unscheduled Care) in the
Special Delivery Unit were advertised on 26 August 2011.An Assistant Secretary post was
advertised on 14 October 2011.The post of Secretary General of the Department of Health
was advertised on 3 February 2012.

The post of Director of Performance Improvement (Scheduled Care) was filled from within
the Health Service Executive and the post of Director of Performance Improvement
(Unscheduled Care) was not filled. The Assistant Secretary post advertised was filled from
within the Civil Service and the competition for the post of Secretary General of my Depart-
ment is ongoing.

With regard to the Health Service Executive, they have been asked to collate the data sought
as soon as possible and it will be provided directly to the Deputy by them when available.

Medical Cards

761. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be issued
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [11521/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

762. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a hip operation will be
arranged as a matter of urgency in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny;
the reason for the delay; and if he will expedite the matter [11527/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.
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As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Ambulance Service

763. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the new inter hospital
ambulance transfer service will be rolled out to each hospital throughout the country; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [11530/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Accommodation

764. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the full capacity of a nursing unit
(details supplied) in County Cavan; the bed capacity that is designated for long-term patients;
the number of beds designated for respite care; the number of beds in use at present; when
it is proposed to use the full complement of beds; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11573/12]

765. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the full bed capacity of a nursing
unit (details supplied) in County Cavan; the bed capacity that is designated for long-term
patients; the number of beds designated for respire care; the number of beds in use at present;
when it is proposed to use the full complement of beds; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11574/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 764 and 765 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for
direct reply.

Health Service Expenditure

766. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the details of the €6 million over-
spend by the Health Service Executive in the midland region in 2011 broken down by location
and service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11579/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has informed me
that the deficit in DML Midlands Community Services for the year ended December 2011 was
€5.040m. This deficit was primarily driven by expenditure on Childcare Special Placements of
€5.950m with small offsetting efficiencies in other areas resulted in the deficit being reported
at €5.040m.

Hospital Waiting Lists

767. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to have a
person (details supplied) in County Westmeath immediately admitted to the eye and ear
hospital in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11592/12]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am determined to address the issues which
cause unacceptable delays in patients receiving treatment in our hospitals. In this regard I have
established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which will work to unblock access to acute
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services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through the system, and by streamlining
waiting lists, including referrals from GPs. The SDU is working closely with its partner agencies
— mainly the HSE and the NTPF.

As a priority, public hospitals were instructed to ensure that, by the end of 2011, they had
no patients waiting more than 12 months for treatment. I can confirm that the vast majority of
hospitals achieved this objective. During 2012 the SDU will support hospitals in the delivery
of a 9 month maximum wait time for inpatient or daycase surgery.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. Should the
patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appoint-
ment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and
facility involved.

Health Services

768. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 447 of 17 January 2012, when a reply will issue from the Health Service Executive.
[11600/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Home Help Service

769. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home help
in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [11602/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Medical Cards

770. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve an application
for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11606/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Road Network

771. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views
on a matter (details supplied) regarding road repairs; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10723/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that this
roadway is not a public roadway and therefore not the reponsibility of the local authority in
this instance.

Tourism Industry

772. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
airlines (details supplied) need tour trade licences in view of the fact that they also sell holiday
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packages and auxiliary products such as accommodation, transfers and car rental; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [11418/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The question as to
whether airlines need to hold a travel trade licence, is the responsibility of the Commission for
Aviation Regulation and I have referred the question to them for direct reply. I would ask the
Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.

Ministerial Transport

773. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost to
his Department of the senior Minister’s car in the period relating to 1 June 2011 to 31
December 2011 to include mileage and car related expenses paid to the senior Minister; if he
will detail the salaries paid to civilian drivers, overtime, subsistence and travel expenses paid
to them and all other related information, and the information should include any payment
made in 2012 related to a 2011 claim. [10646/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the Deputy is as follows: €53,024.

For the Deputy’s information I am advised that the average cost of the provision of a State
Car and Garda drivers during the last government was around €280,000 per annum. The new
Government has reduced this by around two thirds to in the region of €100,000, on an annu-
alised basis.

Road Network

774. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level of
funding that will be available for essential overlay works to be carried out to the N71 at
Clonakilty Bypass, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10693/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads prog-
ramme. The planning, design and maintenance of individual national primary and secondary
roads are matters for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Ministerial Transport

775. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount
of mileage clocked up on a monthly basis for which expenses were claimed for all Ministers
attached to his Department since March 2011; the amount claimed in mileage expenses on a
monthly basis for all Ministers attached to his Department since March 2011, and the full list
of trips for which mileage expenses were claimed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [10809/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the Deputy is as follows:

Month Mileage (Kms) Amount €

Minister Varadkar

Jan 2012 4,680 2,764

Dec 2011 4,657 1,325
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Month Mileage (Kms) Amount €

Nov 2011 5,750 1,636

Oct 2011 5,250 1,494

Sept 2011 6,155 1,751

Aug 2011 1,960 557

July 2011 4,580 1,303

June 2011 4,350 1,238

May 2011 5,250 1,494

Mar/April Nil Nil

Minister of State Alan Kelly

Jan 2012 3,442 2,440

Dec 2011 1,667 569

Nov 2011 3,922 1,339

Oct 2011 3,159 1,078

Sept 2011 3,259 1,112

Aug 2011 1,184 404

July 2011 3,458 1,180

June 2011 3,695 1,261

May 2011 2,950 1,925

Apr 2011 2,279 1,615

Mar 2011 1,660 669

Minister of State Michael Ring

Jan 2012 6,958 4,618

Dec 2011 5,114 1,746

Nov 2011 6,279 2,144

Oct 2011 4,574 1,562

Sept 2011 6,773 2,312

Aug 2011 4,910 1,676

July 2011 5,352 1,828

June 2011 4,321 1,475

May 2011 3,887 1,327

Apr 2011 4,268 2,551

Mar 2011 2,833 1,477

Payments for mileage expenses are made on the basis of a monthly claim stating the number
of kilometres travelled. A declaration in respect of each claim is signed by each Minister certify-
ing that the mileage claimed for was undertaken in relation to his Office. The basis on which
Ministers record their mileage does not require them to list individual trips and such infor-
mation is not available.

Sports Capital Programme

776. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when adver-
tisements will be placed inviting applications for the Sports Capital Programme funded by the
National Lottery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10824/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael Ring):
I recently announced that I will be advertising two new rounds of the Sports Capital Programme
between now and 2016. I am currently making the necessary arrangements with a view to
launching the next round of the SCP shortly.

Tourism Industry

777. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has
made any progress in relation to a company (details supplied) bringing an extra five million
passengers to Ireland. [10845/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government’s 2011
Jobs Initiative included a three-pronged plan to enhance overseas access and thereby promote
inbound tourism through:

• abolishing the travel tax conditional on clear commitments by airlines to increase
inbound capacity from our source markets;

• the introduction of a new growth incentive scheme by the Dublin Airport Authority;
and

• more targeted co-operative marketing of new routes from key source tourism markets
by Tourism Ireland, DAA and the airlines to encourage more tourists to fly into
Ireland.

Subsequently, the Government agreed, in the absence of a sufficient response from the airlines,
to retain the air travel tax and to avail of part of the receipts from its retention to fund
additional cooperative marketing activities. A €9 million overseas tourism marketing campaign
over the 2011/12 Autumn/Winter period was led by Tourism Ireland, inclusive of matching
funding provided by partner companies, including Ryanair, Aer Lingus and Aer Arann, over-
seas airlines, tour operators and online travel agents, and ferry companies.

This initiative is not about one airline; the Government would like to see efforts made by all
airlines serving the Irish market to increase capacity on inbound routes from key tourism
markets. While there has been some progress on additional access for summer season 2012, the
Government is closely monitoring the capacity being made available and will decide whether to
retain or abolish the travel tax.

It should be noted that an additional 5 million passenger journeys through State Airports is
not the same as 5 million additional inbound tourists.

Departmental Expenditure

778. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will provide the total amount each Government Minister, junior Minister and senior civil
servant has spent on entertainment expenses since being appointed in the case of the Ministers
and junior Ministers and in the calendar year of 2011 with regards to senior civil servants.
[10863/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): No expenditure was
incurred by my Department in respect of entertainment expenses for me as Minister or for my
colleagues Minister of State Kelly and Minister of State Ring since our appointment in March
2011. No expenditure was incurred for entertainment expenses for senior civil servants in the
calendar year of 2011.
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Rail Stations

779. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he
expects Kishogue Train Station, Lucan, Dublin, to open to passenger in view of the fact that
construction work appears to be complete, however, the station still remains closed to the
public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10879/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to
public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) on
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater
Dublin Area (GDA), such as Kishogue train station, comes under the remit of the NTA.

The legislative basis for this is Section 11(1)(e) of the DTA Act 2008 “Principal Functions
of Authority — The principal functions of the Authority are to secure the provision of public
transport infrastructure”.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Rail Network

780. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view
of the fact that the Limerick Foynes rail line is now being proposed by Ireland for inclusion as
a core network to the European Commission on the basis of its potential use for the transport
of freight to Foynes Port, if he will now include the remainder of the western arc, or at least
the part which connects Limerick Foynes to Ireland’s largest rail freight exports which emanate
from Ballina and Westport. [10895/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As I have said in the
two previous replies on this matter, the TEN-T Regulation and Connecting Europe Facility
are European Commission proposals. Before the publication in October last of its proposals,
the European Commission engaged in consultations with all the Member States including
Ireland. Based on the European Commission’s own analysis and criteria — as set out in the
TEN-T proposal and Impact Assessment, they published these proposals which are now being
negotiated through the ordinary legislative procedure with Council (i.e. the Member States)
and the European Parliament.

The Foynes line is included in the Core Network, for the moment, on the basis of projected
freight volumes. This line does not form part of the so-called ‘Western Arc’. Rather this is a
short stretch of railway between the Shannon Foynes Port facility at Foynes, which already
exists but was closed to traffic some years ago. The Foynes line will only be re-opened if it is
clear that large volumes of freight will be transported on it. There are no proposals that the
State would fund the re-opening of this line but rather it would be done on foot of private
sector investment.

Ireland’s objective is to ensure that the unique characteristics of our network are taken into
account so as to ensure we optimise the benefits and minimise the cost of these Regulations.
This means ensuring that the Core and Comprehensive Networks can be developed in a manner
that will assist our transports links with Europe whilst also ensuring that we do not give commit-
ments that are neither realistic nor financially tenable.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the hearing of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on
Environment, Transport, Culture and Gaeltacht on 10 January 2012 where the Department’s
position was clearly set out and also the response of the Committee to the EU institutions on
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foot of that hearing, which re-affirmed that position. The Deputy should be aware that the
existing sections of railway which serve Ballina and Westport are included on the Comprehen-
sive Network as proposed by the Commission.

It is very important to understand that this Directive is not an opportunity for Ireland to
secure EU funds for investment. Rather it imposes legally binding and financially expensive
obligations on us. Therefore, it is our policy to limit the number of routes included to those
that do not need upgrading or for which there is a significant possibility of securing private
sector investment.

Public Transport

781. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the
provision of all bus services will go out to public tender from now on; his policy on the matter;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10905/12]

792. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, in the event
of the National Transport Authority awarding new licences for public transport bus routes, a
competitive and open public tender process will be followed in order to maximise value for
public money. [11444/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 781 and 792 together.

Under EU law and the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, as amended, existing public
service obligation (PSO) bus services can be procured by the National Transport Authority
(NTA) through direct award contracts and any other new subvented services must be procured
by way of open tendering.

At the expiry of the current 5 year direct award contracts for the provision of PSO services
with Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann the NTA have discretion to renew, modify or terminate the
direct award provision of bus services following a consultation process with interested parties
under which the NTA is obliged to justify its approach.

In accordance with the commitment in the Programme for Government to explore the
benefit to the public transport passenger of more diverse bus service provision, I will be con-
sulting with my Ministerial colleagues soon on the future options for procurement of PSO
bus services.

Road Network

782. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
funding available for the National Roads Authority to do work on the following road (details
supplied) for the reasons included; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11107/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads prog-
ramme. The planning, design and implementation of individual national roads are matters for
the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with
the local authorities concerned.

Road Traffic Offences

783. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if
he will immediately commence Part 5 of the 2010 Road Traffic Act and its associated provisions
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in Part 3 of the same Act; if he will report on the reason there has been such a delay in
commencing this important section of the 2010 Act; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11112/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Part 5 of the Road
Traffic Act 2010 and the associated provisions of Part 3, which deal with changes to the fixed
charge system, will be commenced when the necessary administrative and technical arrange-
ments are in place to allow its effective implementation. My Department, the Courts Service
and the Garda are progressing work in this regard in order to commence the relevant sections
of the Road Traffic Act 2010 as soon as possible.

Taxi Regulations

784. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
reason the taxi review report recommendations are not going to be implemented until October
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11133/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan Kelly):
All matters relating to the regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry are
the responsibility of the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the Taxi Regulation Act,
2003. The NTA is also the lead agency with responsibility for the implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report.

The actions contained in the Review Report are grouped into “short-term” actions which
are intended to be completed and operational during 2012, and “medium-term actions”, for
further development with a view to implementation post-2012.

As regards the 1st October, the only “short-term” action that is relevant is a proposal to
introduce a prohibition on the transferability of licences so that after 1st October 2012 all taxi
vehicle licences will be unique to the person to whom the licence has been issued and cannot
be transferred or sold to another individual. The list of actions proposed by the Taxi Regulation
Review Group is contained in the Report which is available on the Department of Transport,
Tourism and Sport website www.dttas.ie.

EU Directives

785. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the
Shannon referred to in Section B Other Sections on the Core Network in the European Com-
mission’s recent Proposal for a Regulation Of The European Parliament and of the Council
establishing the Connecting Europe Facility, is Shannon Foynes Port or Shannon Airport; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11159/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The proposal referred to
by the Deputy is a proposal of the European Commission. However, my and my Department’s
understanding is that it refers to Shannon Foynes Port which would be consistent with the
revised version of the maps of the Core and Comprehensive Networks published under the
associated proposal for a TENT Regulation.

Public Transport

786. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on
buses that are used to provide taxi services; if he will provide an overview of licensing in this
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11276/12]
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Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan Kelly):
The regulation of the taxi industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA)
under the Taxi Regulation Act 2003. The NTA is also responsible for passenger bus route
licensing, which was transferred from my Department to the NTA with effect from 1 December
2010, under Statutory Instrument No. 566 of 2010.

I have referred the Deputy’s Question to the NTA for direct reply. If he does not receive a
response within ten working days he should notify my private office.

Driving Tests

787. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views
on a matter (details supplied) regarding driving instructors; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11351/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Last year, I introduced
Regulations to make it compulsory for learner drivers to undertake lessons before sitting the
driving tests. This system, known as Essential Driver Training (EDT), is one of nine measures
which together will add up to a Graduated Driver Licensing System (GDLS) for Ireland. While
I am aware that a number of Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) have registered objections
to aspects of this system, I understand that ADIs were consulted on the introduction of EDT.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) developed the measures for a GDLS, including EDT,
during 2009 and 2010. This process included a public consultation process. The GDLS proposals
were published in September of 2010.

The RSA sought the views of ADIs around the country in the preparation of EDT, and
engaged extensively with ADIs in advance of its introduction in order to inform them of the
forthcoming requirements and address any issues arising. In general, ADIs have strongly sup-
ported the principle of EDT. I believe that the system benefits ADIs by providing clear objec-
tives and expectations for each lesson, as well as making it harder for rogue instructors to
operate. The RSA also established a Stakeholders Forum, which comprises the RSA and
elected representatives of the ADIs, to discuss matters of interest.

I am well aware that not all ADIs are happy with it. The RSA keeps the operation of EDT
under constant review and has committed to carrying out a full evaluation of the system after
two years. ADIs and other stakeholders will have an opportunity to give feedback on any
difficulties which may have arisen. The scheme can then be revised, if necessary, to take account
of any improvements which have been identified.

Proposed Legislation

788. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide an update on progress regarding the commitment given in the programme for Govern-
ment to legislate to regulate the vehicle clamping industry; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [11393/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While current legislation
permits local authorities to clamp vehicles in public places, either directly or by contract with
a clamping company, there is no legislation covering clamping on private property.

In line with the commitment in the Programme for Government to regulate the vehicle
clamping industry, I have presented a discussion document to the Joint Oireachtas Committee
on the Environment, Transport, Culture and the Gaeltacht, outlining the issues to be addressed
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in regulating the industry, my proposals on the shape of appropriate legislation and inviting
their views.

When the Committee’s views have been received, I anticipate that appropriate legislation
will be drafted and brought before the Oireachtas.

Road Network

789. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
current status of the N14 Letterkenny to Lifford/Strabane road which is to link to the proposed
A5 western transport corridor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11395/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads prog-
ramme. The planning, design and implementation of individual national roads are matters for
the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with
the local authorities concerned. Noting this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA
for direct reply. If he does not receive a response within ten working days he should notify my
private office.

790. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
timeline and plans to fund the upgrading of the N14 from Lifford to the Gateway town of
Letterkenny, County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11396/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads prog-
ramme. The planning, design and implementation of individual national roads are matters for
the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with
the local authorities concerned. Noting this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA
for direct reply.If he does not receive a response within ten working days he should notify my
private office.

Public Transport

791. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention
has been drawn to the recent occurrence at a meeting of Galway City Council whereby the
National Transport Authority represented Bus Éireann to outline the company’s plans for
services on newly constructed bus lanes in the city as opposed to the private bus company
which took charge of its own presentation; and his views whether it is appropriate for the NTA
to perform such a function in view of the fact that it is the statutory body tasked with granting
licences to operate public transport services. [11443/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised that in
December 2011, Galway City Councillors requested the officials of Galway City Council to
arrange presentations on bus services in Galway City. As the National Transport Authority
(NTA) had recently undertaken and completed a review of the bus services in the city, the
NTA and the City Council officials decided that it would be appropriate that the NTA would
present the outcome of that review to the City Council.

A presentation was given by the NTA to the Council on 9th January 2012. It dealt with the
network review that had been completed; the proposed changes to the PSO (Public Service
Obligation) network operated by Bus Eireann arising from that review and provided an update
on various other initiatives being undertaken by the NTA.
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Under the legislation which established the NTA, the NTA are responsible for those public
transport services which comprise the PSO network. In the case of Galway City, Bus Eireann
operates a network of PSO routes under a contract with the NTA. Accordingly it is entirely
appropriate that the NTA, as the procurer of those services, would discuss the network changes
emanating from its review of the network. It is not open to private operators to operate PSO
routes at present.

Question No. 792 answered with Question No. 781.

793. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to
extend real-time passenger information and integrated ticketing services to users of public
transport in Galway; and, if so, if he will report on progress of same. [11450/12]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan Kelly):
Responsibility to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing
scheme in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became a function of the National Transport
Authority (NTA) with effect from 30th September 2010 with the commencement of section 58
of the Dublin Transport Authority (DTA) Act 2008.

Furthermore in accordance with section 63(1) of the DTA Act 2008, the Authority has had
extended to it the functions in relation to integrated ticketing schemes for all other areas of
the State.

I understand from the NTA, however, that there are currently no plans to extend the Leap
card integrated ticketing scheme to Galway or any other city or region outside the GDA.
Having regard to the current financial difficulties the priority at present is the continued roll-
out of the scheme in the GDA. During 2012 the NTA and participating transport operators
will be actively involved in the introduction of a number of enhancements to the Leap card
scheme in the GDA.

The NTA plans to extend the real-time passenger information system to Galway, and has
been working with Galway City Council and Bus Éireann in this regard. Galway City Council
is conducting preparatory work on locations and plans to start civil works as soon as possible.
There will be approximately 20 signs in Galway as well as a website and app for all stops in
the city. The signs should be in place by Autumn 2012. The Authority also plans to assist
commercial bus operators access the system in the future.

Road Traffic Accidents

794. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is his
intention to tackle the practice of drivers using their fog-lights when not warranted by the
weather conditions as part of his efforts to increase road safety; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [11485/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Traffic
(Lighting of Vehicles) Regulations 1963 (S.I. No. 189 of 1963) prescribe the lamps and reflec-
tors which vehicles are required to have fitted and the circumstances and the manner in which
lamps are to be used in a public place. The Regulations do not require fog lamps to be fitted
on motor vehicles. However, where they are fitted, they may be used only in fog or while snow
is falling. Enforcement of these Regulations is a matter for An Garda Síochána.

Departmental Advertising

795. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the
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[Deputy John McGuinness.]

number and costs of advertisements placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in the civil
and public service in the past 12 months; the number of new entrants recruited from the pro-
cess; the number of vacancies filled from inside the civil and public service; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [11515/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There were no advertise-
ments placed in national newspapers for job vacancies in my Department in the past twelve
months, and therefore, no new entrants recruited from the process.

With regard to agencies under the aegis of my Department this is a matter for the agencies
themselves. I have, however, forwarded the Deputy’s question to the various State agencies
under my Department’s aegis. If the Deputy does not receive a reply from the agencies within
ten working days, he should advise my private office.

Ministerial Transport

796. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will
provide a breakdown of costs incurred in the provision of transport to Cabinet Ministers in
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11908/12]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the Deputy is set out as follows. From 1st January to 8th March 2011, my two
predecessors as Minister for Transport did not incur any costs in relation to flights. During this
period the two Ministers were provided with a Ministerial car and a Garda driver the cost and
provision of which was not the responsibility of the Department of Transport. For the Deputy’s
information I am advised that the average cost of the provision of a State Car and Garda
drivers during the last government was around €280,000 per annum.

Following the putting in place of new arrangements by the Government, my transport costs
were as follows:

Costs of car transport (including mileage payments, drivers salaries, etc) — €70,126.

Costs for Ministerial flights, including taxes — € 7,975.
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